
By Adam Swift

A motion by a city 
councilor asking the inter-
im manager to look into 
the possibility of provid-
ing all municipal employ-
ees the ability to use the 
Family Medical Leave Act 
turned into a discussion on 
the ability the council has 
to impact city employee 
negotiations.

The motion by District 
6 Councilor Giovanni Re-
cupero ultimately failed to 
pass muster with the full 
council.

“This is an order that 
only asks the city manag-
er to look into it, we really 
can’t tell the city manager 
what to do,” said Recupe-
ro.

However, Recupero 
said he would like to see 
the city negotiate with 
unions and employees 
about the possibility of 
providing FMLA to all 
city employees.

“I intend to vote no, 
not on the substance of 
it at all,” said Council-
or-at-Large Brian Hatle-
berg. “There is a lot of 
negotiation that happens 

in the city with employee 
contracts and discussions 
of benefits, and I real-
ly don’t think we should 
have anything to do with 
this on the council floor. 
I don’t want to set a stan-
dard that we are going to 
enter into the conversation 
with dialogues with em-
ployees.”

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Damali Vidot said there 
are certain criteria one 
must meet to qualify for 
FMLA, adding that she 
believed Recupero’s mo-
tion interfered with the 
day-to-day operation of 
the city by the interim city 

manager.
District 1 Councilor 

Todd Taylor said he under-
stood the councilors’ point 
about not wanting to get 
involved in negotiations.

“I don’t think this is re-
ally getting us involved in 
that,” said Taylor. “This 
is merely us conveying 
to the city manager what 
our wishes are, and I think 
we need to cut our fellow 
councilors some slack 
when they want to get a 
message across to the city 
manager on a specific sub-
ject. That does not mean 
that the city manager must 
do exactly as the order 

says, but to look into it and 
for them to respond.”

District 8 Councilor 
Calvin Brown agreed with 
Hatleberg that Recupero’s 
motion went too far.

“I think this shows that 
the city council is forcing 
or pushing in a direction 
we shouldn’t be pushing 
in,” said Brown.

District 3 Council-
or Norieliz DeJesus said 
there should be a conver-
sation about the FMLA in 
the city, but said she was 
unsure how Recupero’s 
motion would impact con-
tracts or negotiations and 
voted against it.
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CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EXERCISES

By Adam Swift

The City Council voted 
to hold a second subcom-
mittee meeting on a pro-
posed municipal microg-
rid project before taking 
a final vote on the ener-
gy management service 
agreement and the lease of 
equipment.

The project seeks to 
provide emergency pow-
er to ensure continuity of 
public services, while pro-
moting energy resilience 
and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions through 
new energy (battery) stor-
age facilities at City Hall 
and the police station, 
coupled with solar panels 
on the DPW City Yard, 
according to Interim City 
Manager Ned Keefe.

Keefe requested that the 
council approve an energy 
services agreement (ESA) 
with Ameresco, Inc. in ac-
cordance with Massachu-
setts General Laws and 
authorize a lease purchase 

finance agreement for the 
borrowing of funds in the 
amount of $3,615,699 for 
the first phase of the mi-
crogrid project.

During a subcommittee 
meeting on the requests, 
several councilors raised 
concerns about the safety 
of the lithium batteries, as 
well as the financial fea-
sibility of the project ulti-
mately paying for itself.

Fire Chief Leonard Al-
banese addressed some of 
the concerns with the safe-
ty of the lithium batteries 
during the public speaking 
portion of Monday night’s 
regular council meeting.

“There were a couple of 
questions with the microg-
rid project with the battery 
energy storage systems,” 
said Albanese. 

The chief said the fire 
department supports the 
project, and that the main 
issue with lithium battery 
storage is when they are 

By Adam Swift

The city’s Community 
Preservation Committee 
is recommending three ap-
plications for grants from 
the Community Preserva-
tion Fund.

At its May 24 meeting, 
the CPC recommended 
approval of $40,000 for 
a Creekside Commons 
Skate Spot and planning 
for a larger skate park, 
$400,000 for senior rental 
assistance, and $350,000 
for a Forsyth Pocket Park.

The Community Pres-
ervation Act (CPA) ap-
propriations need to be 
approved by the City 
Council. Monday night, 
the council moved the 
funding requests to a sec-
ond reading at the next 
meeting, at which time it 

will be able to take an of-
ficial vote on the funding.

The city, through the 
Housing and Community 
Development Department, 
Recreation and Cultural 
Affairs, Public Works, and 
the Youth Commission 
is repurposing the out-
door skating rink in the 
Creekside Commons Park 
to be used for skateboard-
ing. The grant will fund 
the purchase of equipment 
for the location, and pro-
vide resources for design 
and engineering studies 
of prospective spaces that 
could be acquired, leased, 
or repurposed for a larger 
skatepark.

The senior rental assis-
tance funding will provide 
grants of up to $10,000, 

Council requests 
more information on 
microgrid proposal

See MICROGRID Page 3

Council to consider 
CPC recommendations

CFD Honor Guard: Sean Dunn, Galvin Marenko, Christian Avellaneda, John Coyne, Jona-
than Morel, Carter Glass, and Carlos Carrasquillo. See more photos on Page 9.

CHELSEA FIREFIGHTERS ANNUAL MEMORIAL 
SPONSORED BY LOCAL 937

See CPC Page 2

By Cary Shuman

The Chelsea Research 
Festival proved to be an 
outstanding success, with 
several researchers, in-
cluding Chelsea High 
students, presenting their 
projects at the educational 
event held May 18 in the 
Saul Nechtem Gymnasi-
um.

Dr. Sarah Elizabeth 
Neville, who holds a PhD 
from Boston College, was 
the organizer of the Fes-
tival. Neville is the wife 
of Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Roberto 
Jimenez Rivera.

In her opening remarks, 
Neville thanked the many 

local organizations “who 
met every week since the 
beginning of the school 
year to make this [Festi-
val] happen.”

Neville credited the 
collaborative efforts of 
people from Chelsea 
City Hall, Chelsea Public 
Schools, La Colaborativa, 
GreenRoots, Mass Gener-
al Hospital, Chelsea, Beth 
Israel Deaconess, Chelsea, 
for helping to execute the 
planning of the Festival.

“The reason we’re hav-
ing this event today is 
because for a long time, 
researchers from univer-
sities and hospitals have 

Chelsea Research Festival 
draws several participants 
and an appreciative audience

See RESEARCH FEST. Page 12

City Council motion on FMLA request fails

Chelsea students and families filled the stadium last Saturday 
morning as students from Chelsea High School, Chelsea Oppor-
tunity Academy and Chelsea Virtual Learning Academy crossed 
the stage as part of the 2023 Chelsea High School graduation 
ceremony. See more photos and coverage of the event in our 
special section on pages 5-8.
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covering up to 12 months 
of rent, to low-income se-
niors with income up to 60 
percent of the Area Medi-
an Income. The program is 
designed as a pilot to serve 
36 to 40 senior households 
and allow them to remain 
in the community. There 
will be an open applica-
tion period and recipients 
will be selected based 
upon need.

The Forsyth Pocket 
Park funding will be used 
to convert an existing, 
city-owned parcel into a 
public park that will in-
clude a seating area, bike 
rack, shade trees, and 
green infrastructure. The 
triangular parcel is located 
uphill from Carter Heights 

Apartments where For-
syth Street becomes Stur-
gis Street and extends to 
Lafayette Avenue.

In the 2016 general 
election, Chelsea voters 
voted to adopt the Com-
munity Preservation Act 
and impose a 1.5 percent 
surcharge on residential 
and commercial proper-
ties with exemptions for 
low- and moderate-in-
come homeowners. Per 
the Preservation Plan, 
25 percent of the fiscal 
year funds are allocated 
to both open space/recre-
ation and historic preser-
vation, while 40 percent 
is allocated to affordable 
housing. The remaining 
10 percent is utilized as 

administrative and undes-
ignated funds.

“The CPA currently has 
approximately $2.57 mil-
lion in available funds for 
the 2023 fiscal year, as cer-
tified by the Department 
of Revenue,” according to 
CPC Chair Juan Vega.

At Monday night’s 
meeting, Council-
or-at-Large Brian Hat-
leberg said he is excited 
about the proposed use of 
the funds, and would like 
to see the city take a more 
aggressive approach to us-
ing the CPA funds.

“I deeply respect the 
work that the Community 
Preservation Committee 
is doing, and I love seeing 
it and I’m thrilled to be 
funding these requests,” 
he said. “I do have a per-
sonal wish I want to make 
public so maybe it can be 
discussed with the boards, 
and I hope to bring my col-
leagues into conversation 
once we have a new city 
manager later this year. As 
I look at the numbers here, 
we are not expending all 
of the money that has been 
generated.”

Hatleberg said he would 
like to see the CPC, as well 
as the Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund, use more of 
the money it has available 
for pressing needs within 
the community.

CPC /  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I , THALWANTI OR THALWANTEE MAHARAJ- 
SINGH, HAVE STATUE MONUMENT AND 

MAKING MORE. WITH THREE MONUMENTAL 
JUDGES ONLY

CHECK at the Appeals Court
Address:
(1) John Adams Court House
One Perberton Square,suite 1200
Boston, MA. 02128
(617) 725-8106

(2) CANADA RESERVATION
(3) WEST INDIES / PRIEST

I , THALWANTI OR THALWANTEE MAHARAJ- SINGH, 
solemnly swear, upon oath, signed under the pains 

and penalties of perjury.
THESE STATEMENTS HOLD FULL FORCE OF AFFIDAVIT.

News Briefs

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION – HIGHWAY DIVISION  

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

Project File No. 605959 
A Public Informational Meeting will be held by MassDOT to 

discuss the proposed Structural Cleaning & Painting, Steel & 
Concrete Repairs on Tobin Bridge project in Chelsea, MA.  

WHERE: Cafeteria, Williams Jr. High School 
180 Walnut Street Chelsea, MA 02150  

This meeting will be recorded and available for 
viewing online at a later date at: 

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events.  
WHEN: Wednesday, June 28, at 6:30 p.m. 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this meeting is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to become fully acquainted with 

the proposed Structural Cleaning & Painting, Steel & Concrete 
Repairs on Tobin Bridge project. All views and comments 

made at the meeting will be reviewed and considered to the 
maximum extent possible.  

PROPOSAL: The proposed project consists of 
location-specific cleaning and painting of the upper and lower 
section of the Maurice J. Tobin Bridge and the Beacon Street 

Ramp in Chelsea. The purpose is to clean, remove the existing 
paint system from the superstructure of the bridge, and repair 

steel and concrete as needed.  
This location is accessible to people with disabilities. 

MassDOT provides reasonable accommodations and/or 
language assistance free of charge upon request (including but 

not limited to interpreters in American Sign Language and 
languages other than English, open or closed captioning for 

videos, assistive listening devices and alternate material 
formats, such as audio tapes, Braille and large print), as 

available. For accommodation or language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer by 

phone (857-368- 8580), fax (857-368-0602), TTD/TTY 
(857-368-0603) or by email 

(MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us). Requests should be 
made as soon as possible prior to the meeting, and for more 
difficult to arrange services including sign-language, CART or 

language translation or interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten (10) business days before the meeting.  

In the event of inclement weather, a cancellation 
announcement will be posted on the internet at 

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/events. 
 
 

Chelsea Lewis H. La-
timer Society and the City 
of Chelsea are pleased to 
welcome ‘BEACON,’ a 
12-foot-tall steel, inter-
active LED public art 
sculpture inspired by the 
African American pioneer 
inventor and electrical 
engineer Lewis H. Latim-
er and his electric lamp. 
BEACON was made pos-
sible by the collaboration 
between artist Shervone 
Neckles, youth empower-
ment organization Beam 
Center, and the Lewis La-
timer House Museum. 

BEACON is designed 
as an intergenerational 
pedagogical tool bridg-
ing the humanities and 
STEAM disciplines. Be-
fore arriving in Chelsea, 
BEACON has traveled 
from the Lewis Latimer 
House Museum (Flush-
ing, NY) to Albee Square 
Plaza (Downtown Brook-
lyn, NY), and the Muse-

um of Science (Boston, 
MA). Until October, all 
Chelsea residents and vis-
itors can visit this itinerant 
art installation for free at 
the Civil War Monument, 
across from City Hall. The 
Opening Ceremony will 

be held this Saturday, June 
10, from 1 pm to 3 pm. 

Learn more about the 
project at https://sher-
voneneckles.com/home.
html

Lewis Latimer was 
known as the first great 
African American inven-
tor. Latimer was born 
in 1848 in Chelsea and 
helped to design and pat-
ent the telephone while 
working for Alexander 
Graham Bell, and also to 
perfect the incandescent 
light bulb, while working 
with Thomas Edison and 
Hiram Maxim. Latimer 
grew up in Chelsea and 
lied about his age to en-
list in the Navy during the 
Civil War. There he honed 
his knack for inventions, 
and following the war 
became an invaluable 
partner to Edison due to 
Latimer’s knowledge of 
electrical engineering and 
patents.

A public art installation in celebration 
of Lewis H. Latimer’s legacy set for June 10

‘BEACON,’ a 12-foot-tall 
steel, interactive LED public 
art sculpture can be visited 
at the Civil War Monument, 
across from City Hall. 

GREENROOTS 
HOSTS EVENING 
ON THE CREEK 
FUNDRAISER

The 8th Annual Eve-
ning on the Creek fund-
raiser for GreenRoots will 
be held this Friday in lieu 
of the member's meet-
ing!  The Evening on the 
Creek event  has always 
been our largest fundrais-
er of the year, providing 
the resources to help  im-
plement our community’s 
vision of environmental 
justice, community pow-
er and improved public 
health outcomes for Chel-
sea and East Boston resi-
dents. 

Expect a joyous  night 
of community celebra-
tion,  live music by Clave 
& Blues, dancing, and de-
licious local food  as we 
reclaim access to our wa-
terfront! If you are a com-
munity member in need of 
a discounted ticket, please 
do not hesitate to reach out 
to us by emailing our Do-
nor Relations  Specialist 
Jordan Llanas.

The event will be held 
at 99 Marginal Street, 
Chelsea from 6 to 10 p.m.

JUNE EVENTS AT 
BREAKHEART 
RESERVATION  

Breakheart Reservation 
is located at 177 Forest 
St. in Saugus.  All pro-
grams are  free  and open 
to the public.  Reasonable 
accommodations upon 
request.  Adults must ac-
company children. For 
outdoor events wear 
closed toe shoes, consider 
insect repellent and sun-
screen.  Bring water. In-

clement weather cancels 
outdoor events. For more 
information call (781)233-
0834, send an email 
to:  jessica.narog-hutton@
mass.gov  or visit the 
website. Please follow all 
current COVID guide-
lines.    Visit Mass.gov/
COVID. 

 
Sunday June 4th 

10am-12pm 
Stories in Stone 

Breakheart has been 
shaped by its stone and 
by the many people who 
have called it home. Join 
our park interpreter to un-
cover this history through 
the stone artifacts they 
left behind. This is a 2.5 
mile moderate hike along 
rocky trails, with several 
stops. Best for adults and 
older children with a keen 
interest in history.  Meet 
outside the Visitor Center. 
Rain cancels. 

  
Sunday June 25th 

10-11:30am 
Easy Like a Sunday 

Morning
Join the Park Interpret-

er for this weekly guid-
ed hike! Each trip will 
highlight natural and his-
toric features that make 
Breakheart unique. Hikes 
will be moderately paced 
and range from 2-3 miles 
over sometimes uneven 
and rocky terrain. Best for 
ages 8 years and up. Meet 
at the Visitor Center. 
Heavy rain cancels. 

  
Thursday’s June 8, 

12, 25 
10am-11am 
Breakheart Birding 

Club 

Help our park interpret-
er identify and count the 
many different birds that 
visit Breakheart! Take part 
in this world-wide proj-
ect to document the dis-
tribution, abundance, and 
movements of thousands 
of species of birds. Bin-
oculars encouraged but 
not necessary. First time 
birders welcome! Best for 
adults and older children. 
Meet outside the Visitor 
center. Rain cancels. 

 
Friday’s June 9, 23, 

30
10:30am-11:30am 
Hike N’ Seek
Come join our park 

interpreter for a story 
time and nature walk! 
Complete a small craft 
and explore the woods! 
Walks are gently paced 
and approximately 1 mile, 
though not accessible for 
strollers. Appropriate for 
families with children 3-5 
years old. Meet at the Vis-
itor Center. Rain cancels. 

 
Saturday’s June 10 

and 24th
10am-11:30am
Family Fishing
Join our park interpret-

er for a drop-in fishing 
program! Learn how to 
fish, what fish live in our 
ponds, and how to catch 
and release responsibly. 
Bait and a handful of rods 
will be provided but feel 
free to bring your own 
gear and fish with us and 
share your tips! No li-
cense required if fishing in 
this program. Appropriate 
for families with children 
5 years and older. Meet 
at the left side of Pearce 
Lake Beach. Rain cancels.

By Adam Swift

The city’s efforts to 
boost its tree canopy were 
helped by a recent $30,000 
state grant.

Last week, the Healey-
Driscoll administration 
announced $1.3 million 
in grants to support tree 
plantings in gateway cities 
across the state in an effort 
to increase resilience and 
mitigate the harm of the 
climate crisis.

Chelsea received 
$30,000 to purchase and 
install two catch basin tree 
pits to intercept storm wa-
ter runoff and support tree 
growth.

The money will help 
support ongoing tree 
planting efforts in Chel-
sea, according to Alex 
Train, the city’s director of 
Housing and Community 
Development.

“The city secured this 
$30,000 grant through 
the urban forestry grant in 
order to install new street 
trees and stormwater tree 
pits in some of the city’s 
hottest neighborhoods,” 
said Train. “Presently, the 
city is targeting the Ad-
dison and Orange neigh-
borhood, including large-
scale planting on Addison 

and Eden streets, as well 
as the Shurtleff-Belling-
ham neighborhood, with 
large efforts underway on 
Shawmut, Chester, and 
surrounding neighbor-
hoods.”

Train said those are two 
of the hottest neighbor-
hoods in the city accord-
ing to the heat mapping 
that the city, in partner-
ship with GreenRoots and 
the BU School of Public 
Health, has undertaken.

“This $30,000 will be 
utilized to purchase ad-
ditional stormwater tree 
pits,” said Train. “The 
benefit of stormwater tree 
pits includes improve-
ments to water quality, as 
well as mitigation of heat. 
The tree pits are designed 
so they will absorb rainfall 
and stormwater, so instead 
of all that rainfall going 
into our storm drain sys-
tem untreated, there’s oil 
and different pollutants in 
it, the storm water treat-
ment pits capture that run-
off, they filter it … before 
the water is routed into the 
drain or the groundwater.”

Train said the city is 
also working to secure 
additional grants that will 
help it improve the tree 
canopy and decrease the 

harmful effects of heat is-
lands throughout Chelsea.

“Recently, I got my 
hands dirty in Malden 
planting trees. I saw first-
hand the tremendous 
benefits the Greening the 
Gateway Cities Program 
has on communities,” said 
Governor Maura Healey. 
“Our administration is 
proud to announce we’re 
investing in our future by 
creating more tree canopy 
in Gateway Cities across 
Massachusetts to ensure 
we are providing healthy 
and livable communities 
for generations to come.”  

Planting more trees in 
our Gateway Cities helps 
shield environmental jus-
tice communities from the 
extreme heat driven by the 
climate crisis, said DCR 
Commissioner Brian Ar-
rigo. 

“Last year the Greening 
the Gateway Cities Pro-
gram reached a milestone 
of 35,000 trees planted 
across the Commonwealth 
and we are excited to work 
with our partners to create 
more urban tree canopies 
and green spaces in our 
communities that need 
them the most,” said Ar-
rigo.

State grants helps city with tree plantings
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Before you fly a drone, learn the rules 

to keep everyone safe. Those who break 

the law could be fined. 

•  Register your drone

•  Take the FAA’s Recreational 
    UAS Safety Test

•  Flying near airports is prohibited 
    without prior FAA approval

•  Never fly near any aircraft

•  Keep your drones in sight below 
    400 feet at all times

•  Comply with Remote ID rules

•  Learn the rules about flying 
    over people

•  Download the B4UFLY app

Visit FAA.gov/UAS for more information

ai168511421657_87623_Drone_Massport_Winthrop Sun_5.14x21.pdf   1   5/26/23   11:16 AM

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico was the Legislative 
sponsor and spoke at The 
Baker Center for Children 
and Families legislative 
briefing on their new pol-
icy report, Mental Health 
and Schools: Best Prac-
tices to Support Our Stu-
dents. The policy forum 
and report offered non-bi-
ased, evidence-based in-

formation to support pol-
icymaking and budgetary 
efforts. Senator DiDome-
nico is a longtime support-
er of increasing funding 
for mental health services 
in our schools and for all 
Massachusetts residents.

“Mental Health Aware-
ness Month is a great 
time to identify action-
able strategies to support 

our students in the “new 
normal,” and discuss the 
important role of schools 
in addressing children’s 
mental health needs. I am 
proud to work with great 
organizations like the 
Baker Center to advocate 
for more mental health 
funding across our state,” 
said Senator Sal DiDome-
nico.

Senator Sal DiDomenico (third from left) standing with Baker Center staff.

DIDOMENICO SPONSORS 
CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH EVENT

stored inside.
“These microgrid proj-

ects were brought to us 
early on by some repre-
sentatives of GreenRoots 
when they were in the 
grant writing portion of 
this,” said Albanese. “We 
are trying the best we can 
to keep these types of stor-
age systems outdoors, and 
they met the requirements 
that we asked. We want-
ed them outdoors, at least 
five feet away in line with 
the basic code for outdoor 
energy storage.”

Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an Hatleberg said he was 
one of the councilors who 
had concerns with the mi-
crogrid project and that he 
personally had some stress 
and angst over whether he 
would vote for it. Howev-
er, he said the information 
from Albanese allayed his 
safety concerns and he 
would vote for the micro-
grid project.

“If the fire chief is 
comfortable with the fire 
safety aspect of it, I don’t 

have any reason to believe 
I know more than the fire 
chief,” said Hatleberg. 
“On the financials of it, I 
think it is fundamentally 
supported by the solar part 
of it for repaying of costs. 
I believe it pays for itself 
over time and gives more 
stable energy sources and 
backup.”

District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor said he still 
had questions and con-
cerns about the proposal 
and said he was under the 
impression there would be 
a second subcommittee 
meeting.

“I got information to-
day,” said Taylor. “I want-
ed to have a dialogue with 
the fire chief, rather than 
have him come up during 
public speaking when we 
can’t respond. I certainly 
don’t think I know more 
than the fire chief or more 
than anyone else, but I do 
have some substantial res-
ervations about this proj-
ect.”

District 8 Councilor 

Calvin Brown said he 
agreed that he also had 
some questions he would 
like answered in subcom-
mittee.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Damali Vidot said she 
would likely vote to move 
the project forward, but 
said she didn’t believe it 
was appropriate to take 
a final vote on Monday 
night when a number of 
councilors did not attend 
the first subcommittee 
meeting, and when there 
was still information the 
council had requested and 
were yet to receive from 
Ameresco.

The council voted to 
hold a second subcommit-
tee meeting on the micro-
grid project next Monday 
evening.

“Faced with the call of 
whether to support or not 
support, I’m going to sup-
port,” Hatleberg said, but 
added he would support 
an additional meeting with 
more information.
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Your opinions, please
The Chelsea Record welcomes letters to the editor.  

Our mailing address is 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 

 Letters may also be e-mailed to 
editor@chelsearecord.com. 

Letters must be signed.  
We reserve the right to edit for length and content.
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JUNE IS A MONTH OF 
FREEDOM

June marks the first month of the summer season, the 
period on the calendar when we take vacations from 
school and work to travel and enjoy the company of our 
friends and family members. It’s our personal time, that 
sweet spot each year when we break free from the hum-
drum of our daily schedules and we have the freedom 
to do whatever we want,

But June also uniquely celebrates a number of events 
that brought true freedom to Americans who had been 
unable to experience the promise of America -- “all men 
are created equal” -- that we take for granted today.

June 12 is known as Loving Day. It was on that day 
in 1967 that the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a Vir-
ginia law that forbade interracial marriage and made it 
a criminal offense to do so. The Lovings, an interracial 
couple, were convicted under that Virginia law and, to 
avoid jail, they agreed to leave the state. Similar laws 
existed throughout all of the Southern states until the 
Supreme Court’s ruling.

June is observed as Pride Month by the LGBTQIA+ 
community to mark the date of June 28, 1969, when 
gays prtoested the arrests at the Stonewall Inn (a gay 
bar in New York City’s Greenwich Village) at a time 
when police routinely made arrests of gay men on pho-
ny morals charges.

The riots, that lasted for a number of days, are wide-
ly-recognized as the beginning of the modern gay 
rights movement that culminated more than 50 years 
later with the Supreme Court decision of Obergefell v. 
Hodges in 2015 that struck down state laws forbidding 
same-sex marriage.

Juneteenth, which is now a national holiday, marks 
the day when the Union army entered the city of Gal-
veston, Texas on June 19, 1865, and freed the slaves in 
Texas -- the last state to be occupied by Union forces 
and where slavery still existed -- pursuant to President 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, which had gone 
into effect more than two years earlier on January 1, 
1863.

Finally, June 14 is Flag Day, marking the adoption of 
the flag of the United States on June 14, 1777, by res-
olution of the Second Continental Congress. In 1916, 
President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation that 
officially established June 14 as Flag Day and on Au-
gust 3, 1949, National Flag Day was established by an 
Act of Congress.

Although it undeniably is true that America has fallen 
far short of the ideal that “all men are created equal,” it 
also is undeniably true that the flag of the United States 
has been the world’s greatest symbol of freedom since 
our nation’s founding.

Nations, like people, are far from perfect. But hope-
fully, the many holidays of freedom we observe in June 
attest to the truth of the words of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., “The arc of the moral universe is long, but 
it bends toward justice,” that ultimately will fulfill the 
promise of America.

HAPPY NOT TO BE A 
BOSTON SPORTS FAN

When we were younger, we lived and died by our 
Boston sports teams. Yes, the late Bill Russell and the 
Celtics provided more than a decade of joy and, for a 
short time, so too did Bobby Orr and the Bruins. But 
overall, being a Boston sports fan meant that there was 
more agony of defeat than thrill of victory.

Those big, bad Bruins are remembered as much for 
their 1971 loss to the hated and heavily-underdog Ca-
nadiens in Game Seven in the Garden as they are for 
Bobby Orr’s joyous Superman flight after his goal that 
won the Stanley Cup in 1970.

The Impossible Dream Red Sox of 1967 raised our 
spirits, only to break our hearts with a Game 7 World 
Series loss (yes, we were in Fenway), which was re-
peated in 1975 (we were in Fenway for that one too), 
and again in 1986.

As for the Patriots, we suffered through more than 40 
years of frustration -- at the old Braves Field, Fenway 
Park, Harvard Stadium, and then Schaefer Stadium -- 
until Tom Brady came along and began a magnificent 
and magical run of almost 20 years of excellence. And 
yes, the Sox finally did come through for us in 2004, 
‘’07, ‘13, and ‘18, literally bringing tears to our eyes.

But despite those successes in the 21st century, all of 
those earlier years of heartbreak and defeat during our 
youth created their own form of post-traumatic stress 
(and for the record, the last Pats’ game we’ve watched 
in its entirety was the 2008 Super Bowl game). 

For those of us who have followed Boston sports 
for six decades, the early exit from the playoffs of the 
“best-team-ever” Bruins and the Celts’ collapse last 
week in Game 7 were all-too-predictable. As for the 
Red Sox and the Pats, it is clear that they are destined 
to be consigned to the realm of mediocrity for the fore-
seeable future.

So we’re happy that we’re no longer followers of 
Boston’s sports teams. To those who are, we can offer 
only this advice, “Be prepared for a lifetime of hurt.”

Guest Op-Ed

Blue Carbon and Belle Isle Marsh
By Ana Tavares Leary               

and Julie Conroy  

Climate change is cur-
rently the most pressing 
environmental crisis of 
our time. However, there 
is a largely overlooked 
solution to this problem; 
carbon sequestration (stor-
age) that is provided by 
wetlands. 

Carbon sequestration is 
the process of capturing 
carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere, measured as 
a rate of carbon uptake per 
year. Carbon storage is the 
long-term confinement of 
carbon in plant materials 
and sediment, measured 
as a total weight of carbon 
stored.

Fresh and saltwater 
wetlands hold a dispro-
portionate amount of the 
earth’s total carbon emis-
sions within their soil; 
approximately 20 to 30% 
of the estimated 1,500 pe-
tagrams of global soil car-
bon (one “pg” is equal to 
one billion tons), despite 
occupying only 5% to 8% 
of the Earth’s land surfac-
es. Wetlands in the con-
terminous United States 
store a total of 11.52pg. 

Salt marshes are coastal 
ecosystems that are flood-

ed and drained by salt wa-
ter brought in by the tides 
and are dominated by 
salt-tolerant plants. Belle 
Isle Marsh is one of the 
last remaining salt marsh-
es within Boston Harbor. 
It provides a myriad of 
benefits  including reduc-
ing the impact of storms 
to developed areas, filter-
ing pollutants from water 
and air, supporting healthy 
fisheries, providing hab-
itat for over 271 species 
of birds, improving pub-
lic health and well-being, 
and mitigating climate 
change impacts by stor-
ing significant amounts 
of carbon emissions. Salt 
marshes also play a criti-
cal role in protecting de-
velopment investments 
and the regional econo-
mies. According to a study 
conducted by the Univer-
sity of California, San Di-
ego in 2020, salt marshes 
provide storm protection 
services averaging $36 
million per km2 over a 30-
year period.  

Salt marshes have 
been found to be one of 
the most effective carbon 
sinks on the planet, able to 
sequester carbon up to 10 
times faster than tropical 

rainforests. This carbon 
storage is known as “blue 
carbon.” Globally, it is es-
timated that coastal eco-
systems—salt marshes, 
mangroves, and seagrass 
meadows—are responsi-
ble for sequestering up to 
1.4 billion tons of carbon 
per year. This is equiva-
lent to the annual emis-
sions of 553 million cars. 
Salt marshes can seques-
ter about 1,940 pounds of 
carbon per acre per year. 
Belle Isle Marsh, there-
fore, sequesters approxi-
mately 350 tons of carbon 
per year, or the equivalent 
of emissions from 319,000 
miles of air travel.

Despite the many ben-
efits that salt marshes 
provide, they face many 
threats including their 
elimination and degrada-
tion by development and 
polluted waterways from 
stormwater runoff and 
industrial waste. The de-
struction of salt marshes 
also releases stored carbon 
back into the atmosphere, 
contributing to climate 
change (instead of fight-
ing it).

The most important 
way to protect these crit-
ical ecosystems, and all 

the benefits they offer, is 
to implement policies that 
protect these ecosystems 
from destruction by ad-
jacent development. Ad-
ditionally, if wetlands are 
degraded, it is important 
to restore them by what-
ever method is needed. 
There are also several 
market-based approaches 
that can be used to incen-
tivize the protection and 
preservation of salt marsh 
ecosystems, such as car-
bon credits and payments 
for wetland protection and 
restoration.  

The protection and res-
toration of all wetlands 
should be an essential part 
of any comprehensive cli-
mate change mitigation 
strategy. By recognizing 
the value of wetlands and 
promoting their protection 
and restoration, we can 
work towards a healthier 
and more sustainable fu-
ture for ourselves and fu-
ture generations. For fur-
ther information, please 
visit our website: www.
friendsofbelleislemarsh.
com. 

Ana Tavares Leary and 
Julie Conroy are with 
the Friends of Belle Isle 
Marsh

Michael Giannasca and his well-known Chelsea restaurant, Michael’s G’s, were featured on the Phantom Gourmet Show. 
Giannasca is pictured above in the television studio with his son, Matt Giannasca (left), and Phantom Gourmet host Dan 
Andelman (center). In the photo (right) Michael Giannasca talks about his delicious Italian specialties with Dan Andelman 
during the broadcast.

MICHAEL G’S RESTAURANT FEATURED ON PHANTOM GOURMET
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Music Director Shannon Chick readies the CHS Concert Band.The CHS Cantare, directed by Michael Bednarsky.

CHS Class Officers, President Jasmine Varela, Vice President Rileigh Connors, Secretary Karla Lopez, Treasurer Alison Ber-
muda, Historian Rachel Feliz.

Nelson Amaya from the COA receives his diploma.

CHS Graduate Walter Flores receives his diploma from 
Chelsea Superintendent of Public Schools Dr. Almudena 
Abeyta.
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CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2023 GRADUATION

State Senator Sal DiDomenico

Congratulations Chelsea Class of 2023!
Wishing you Continued Success in all your Endeavors

THE EASTERN SALT COMPANY
37 Marginal St., Chelsea (617) 884-5201

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 20233...MAY YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE!

Congratulations to the Class of 2023!

Trans Del Corp.

A wide look at the commencement of the Class of 2023.

Students got creative with the decorations on their caps.State Representative Judith Garcia, and Council President 
Leo Robinson both addressed the gradates Saturday 
morning.

Valedictorian Erica Mendoza and Salutatorian Karina 
Ramirez.

Principal of CVLA Margaret Maccini addresses the graduat-
ing Class of 2023.

Principal of Chelsea Opportunity Academy, Ronald 
Schmidt, with his address to the graduates.

Chelsea School Committee Chair, Kelly Garcia with her 
remarks to the graduates.

Last Saturday morning the 
students of CHS Graduating Class 

of 2023 took to the field to receive their 
diplomas. Despite a cold, rainy and windy 

morning, family, and friends wrapped in plastic 
ponchos sat patiently waiting to hear their loved one’s  

name called to walk the stage and receive their recognition as 
a graduate. Some are the first in their family to do so.

This day 306 students graduated from Chelsea High, 43 students from 
Chelsea Opportunity Academy, and 21 from Chelsea Virtual Learning Acade-

my. The total scholarship money given to the Class of 2023 was $5.5 million, 92 dif-
ferent colleges and other schools will be attended by the graduates. The total of 53 percent 

of the students graduating this day will be attending colleges or schools of higher learning.

Ariza Morales graduates.

Dilan Lopez Martinez sang the National Anthem.

CHS Principal Obed Morales calls the Class of 2023 to 
order.
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In my four years of 
high school, all I really fo-
cused on was getting good 
grades. I definitely nev-
er imagined myself here. 
I didn’t fully realize the 
community I was a part 
of, the individuality in this 
group, but I do now, and I 
know that there is so much 
that will be accomplished. 
I truly look forward to 
seeing it.

So, congratulations to 
each and every single one 
of you, and congratula-
tions to the class of 2023.

I also want to say thank 
you to my parents of 
course, who have done so 
much to allow me to be 
here. I’ve always strived 
to make you guys proud, 
because my gratitude and 
appreciation goes so far, 
beyond words. I also want 
to thank my little brother, 
Adrian, who I hope I can 

be a role model for. I can’t 
wait to see you graduate 
fourth grade next week. 
I’m so proud of you. My 
grandparents, and my 
family, even those who 
couldn’t make it here to-
day. I love you guys. Last-
ly, thank you to all my 
teachers from pre-k to se-
nior year and my counsel-
or, you all helped me be a 
better student and a better 

me.
I wish this class nothing 

but the best in their future 
journeys

Thank you

CHS’s salutatorian for 
the graduating class of 
2023 is Karina Ramirez 
Villatoro. While at CHS, 
Karina maintained High 
Honor Roll all four years 
of High School. She 
earned praise and respect 
from all her teachers, who 
all spoke highly of her and 
her work ethic. Karina 
was personally asked to 
mentor a class of fresh-
men participating in the 
AVID program, which she 
loved. Karina received the 
John and Abigail Adams 
scholarship for excelling 
at MCAS. She will use 
the scholarship this fall at 
UMASS Boston. Go Bea-
cons!

Friends, families and 
distinguished guests, 
welcome to the Class of 
2023’s day! Congratula-
tions class of 2023!  What 
a journey this has been 
for you.  Your freshman 
year was interrupted by 
Covid-19 in March of 
2020 and your sophomore 
year you spent in remote 
learning!  But, here you 
are now - - in person, and 
you did not let the pan-
demic steal your joy!  

As a class, your accom-
plishments are many!

The Class of 2023 
includes 382 students.  
This includes 306 stu-
dents from Chelsea High 
School, 43 Chelsea Op-
portunity Academy, 12 out 
of district students, and 21 
students from Chelsea Vir-
tual Learning Academy, 
our second class of gradu-
ates from Chelsea Virtual 
Learning Academy.  

The plans for the class 
of 2023 are: 

• 53% will attend either 
or four year or 2-year col-
lege

•  9% will attend other 
post-secondary (vocation-
al/technical schools)

• 33% will go straight 
into the workforce

•   .5% will go into the 
Military

•   4.5% are undecided 
or other

 
The class of 2023 were 

accepted to 92 total col-

leges and trade schools 
Approximately $5.5 

million in scholarships has 
been offered to the Class 
of 2023.  This includes

• Specific college grants 
and scholarships

• Tuition assistance 
grants and other scholar-
ships

• Pell Grants 
• John & Abigail Ad-

ams Scholarship
• Various community 

scholarships (the CHS 
Scholarship Committee 
oversees)

• Inversant Scholarships
• City of Chelsea Schol-

arship (for students plan-
ning to attend BHCC),

• Chelsea Resident & 
Community Scholarship 
Fund

Please stand as I call 
your name so your com-
munity of Chelsea may 
express our collective 
gratitude to you for your 
choice to serve our great 
country.

Carlos Alfaro Cornejo 
(CHS)(Marines)

Diego Rivera Martinez 
(CHS)(Marines)

Andy Damacio Tax 

(CHS)
What an impressive 

class!
Class of 2023, I leave 

you with a few words of 
wisdom.

As you graduate and 
go into the next season 
of your life, may you re-
flect on all that you have 
achieved so far, but look 
forward with hope and an-
ticipation of your future.  
The challenges that you 
have faced over the past 
four years, experiencing 
high school during a pan-
demic, are historical.  I 
believe this is because you 
are a chosen generation 
who will change history.  
You are generation that 
will see things that previ-
ous generations have nev-
er seen.  Thus, in whatever 
you choose to do in life, 
may you carry with you 
the dreams and aspirations 
of those who have come 
before you!  Lastly, be 
proud of where you come 
from and remember who 
helped you along the way! 
And, definitely, be proud 
that you graduated from 
Chelsea Public Schools.

I wish you my heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
accomplishments and 
your graduation today. 
The world awaits you! 
You are the light of hope 
for our community!  May 
you shine bright.

Congratulations Class 
of 2023!  

Thank you to our grad-
uating class and admin-
istrators for allowing me 
the privilege of speaking 
with you today. For those 
of you that may not know 
me, my name is Leo Rob-
inson. I walked the halls 
of Chelsea schools grow-
ing up and graduated from 
Chelsea High School as 
vice president and multi-
sport athlete in the Class 
of 1968. I have made it 
my life’s work to continu-
ally give back to the city 
of Chelsea, whether it be 
coaching youth sports, 
volunteering, or working 
as a city councilor to help 
address our city’s needs 
and make this a better 
place to live, work, and 
grow.

Chelsea will forever be 
a special community to 
me and it has given me 
many life lessons, a few 
of which I will share with 
you today. Chelsea has 
always been a vibrant, di-
verse community that has 
changed over time, but its 
roots are still the same. 
Our young men and wom-
en continue to remind us 
to create spaces of inclu-

sivity and belonging. I re-
member growing up with 
people of different rac-
es and religions and not 
thinking too much of it as 
a kid as long as they could 
play ball.

And many of those 
same people that I ran 
park to park with are still 
my best friends today. I 
found love here and raised 
my family here. 

In this time when it is 
so easy to be divisive, 
remember the bonds and 
lessons you have learned 
throughout your time 
here. When you contin-
ue to grow into leaders in 
your respective fields and 
communities, remember 
those who showed you 
kindness and grace along 
the way and be sure to 
do the same to those that 

come after you. Don’t 
close the door behind you, 
but rather drop the ladder 
and show others the way. 
When you strive to do 
better, everything around 
you has a funny way of 
becoming better too. 

My last message to 
you is one of resilience. 
You have already seen so 
much in your lifetime...
protests, learning through 
a global pandemic...and 
here you are ready to walk 
across this stage and take 
on the world. Henry Ford 
once said that “Failure is 
simply the opportunity 
to begin again, this time 
more intelligently.” Learn 
from every mistake and 
defeat and never give up. 
Take time to reflect, but 
keep moving. Use your 
resources, ask questions, 
always be curious...you 
are now the one in control. 
And I will leave you with 
one last quote from the 
great Diana Ross - “Reach 
out and touch someone’s 
hand. Make this world a 
better place if you can.”

Congratulations and 
best of luck to the Class of

2023!

Good morning every-
one, my name is Erica 
Mendoza Martinez. I am 
proud to say I am the vale-
dictorian of the class of 
2023 at CHS and graduat-
ing with a 4.8 GPA.

Firstly, I want to thank 
my parents and family for 
their overwhelming sup-
port and efforts throughout 
my life. I was fortunate 
enough to have a support-
ive family, a roof over my 
head, food on the table, 
and many other necessities 
I know not everyone here 
today has. Without them, 
I wouldn’t be able to give 
this speech to you all to-
day. I hope you are proud 
of me mom and dad.  

I never imagined my-
self here. I struggled with 
sleepless nights and pull-
ing all-nighters. I met with 
teachers and got help from 
my older sister constantly. 
There were times where I 
wanted to give up because 
I thought I couldn’t do it. 
However, I always remem-
bered that all my hard work 
would be worth it and it is. 
I feel very accomplished 
standing up here.

I want to congratulate 
the class of 2023. I want 
to congratulate you all 
for your efforts, sacrific-
es, and accomplishments 
you have all made to be 
here today. I understand 
many of you had to fight 
your way to be here to-
day. I want everyone to 
recognize that everyone 
here has a story to tell and 
it isn’t fair that everyone 
here gets to hear just one 
voice. Many of you are 

first-generation students 
and are the first ones to 
get a high school diplo-
ma in your family. You 
all should be very proud 
of yourself for breaking a 
generational cycle.

Coming from a family 
of Salvadoran immigrants, 
this is the first big step and 
the beginning of pursuing 
higher education. To be 
able to pave a path for fu-
ture generations to come.

I want to thank all of 
the teachers that I ever 
had who helped me get 
through the Chelsea public 
school system. I wouldn’t 
have made it through high 
school without my teach-
ers’ support and efforts.

These past 4 years 
weren’t a normal high 
school experience for us. 
Our freshman was cut 
short and we spent soph-
omore year on comput-
ers. Then in junior year, 
we transitioned back to 
in-person schooling wear-
ing face masks all year 
around. It seemed like 
time went by so fast, that 
all of a sudden many of 
us became adults, started 
to apply to college, and 

had to think about what 
our plans were after high 
school. Despite all the 
obstacles and challenges 
we faced throughout high 
school, I want to recog-
nize that it was persever-
ance and strength that got 
us here today.

Whatever your plans 
may be after high school, 
I want to wish the best of 
luck to all the seniors. To-
day is about celebrating 
our accomplishments and 
sacrifices. Congratulations 
to the class of 2023!

Thank you for your 
time!

CHS’s valedictorian for 
the graduating class of 
2023 is Erica Mendoza. 
Erica is a kind and deter-
mined academic star who 
has excelled at CHS, and 
will be greatly missed. 
She is a first generation 
student, who will be at-
tending the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst in 
the honors program to be-
come a Genetic Counsel-
or. Throughout her time at 
Chelsea High School, she 
has maintained a rigorous 
course load full of honors, 
advanced placement and 
Bunker Hill Communi-
ty College courses while 
achieving high honor 
roll and graduating with 
a weighted GPA of 4.80. 
Additionally, Erica has 
been a soccer player for 
four years and a member 
of NHS. Erica express-
es deep gratitude for her 
family’s support, and will 
be greatly missed as a 
member of the CHS com-
munity.

Parents, guardians, 
family members, gradu-
ates, friends, Superinten-
dent of Chelsea Public 
Schools Dr. Abeyta, CPS 
executive team, Princi-
pal Ron Schmidt of COA, 
Meg Maccini, Principal of 
CVLA, school committee 
members, city council rep-
resentatives, dignitaries, 
teachers, assistant princi-
pals, and staff members, it 
gives me great pleasure to 
welcome you to the grad-
uation ceremony for Chel-
sea High School, Chelsea 
Opportunity Academy, and 
Chelsea Virtual Learning 
Academy.

At this time, I want all 
of us to give a round of ap-
plause to our graduates, the 
class of 2023.

At this time, I would like 
for all of us to recognize the 
parents, guardians, family 
members, educators, and 
all who contributed to the 
success of our graduates. 
Let’s give them a round of 
applause for their dedica-
tion, hard work, and sup-
port of our graduates.

At this time, graduates 
please stand up. I want 
you to give your parents, 
guardians, family mem-
bers, friends, educators, 
and staff members a great 
round of applause.

Next, I want to give a 
special thank you to Joe 
Cooney, Luis Diaz, Doug 
Pena, Anibal Santiago, and 
their teams for setting up 
this magnificent venue to 
celebrate the class of 2023.

I would be remiss if I 
did not mention the count-
less hours of coordination 
and preparation for this 
glorious event by Patricia 
Arevalo, Assistant Prin-
cipal and Bianca Llanos, 
Principal Clerk. Thank you 
Bianca and Patricia.

We have much to cel-
ebrate and be thankful 

for today as we honor our 
graduates for their commit-
ment, perseverance, and re-
siliency during 13 years of 
formal education, especial-
ly the last four years which 
provided unprecedented 
circumstances. Graduates, 
we are proud of your col-
lective resolve to forge 
ahead to learn and prepare 
towards college and ca-
reer path and success. I am 
confident the entire City of 
Chelsea is delighted and 
filled with warm emotions 
by your accomplishments 
and commitment, the class 
of 2023.

I leave you with a few 
words on BELIEVE.

You should always be-
lieve in yourself. You are 
intelligent. You are capa-
ble. You are unstoppable.

You should always be-
lieve in those who support 
you for they have been 
there for you and will al-
ways be there for you. Your 
parents, guardians, family 
members, friends, educa-
tors, and many others.

You should believe in 
the many challenges and 
opportunities presented to 
you. Believe these are in 
front of you to remind you 
of the hard work necessary 
to accomplish anything 
you set your mind to with 
the right dedication, plan-
ning, implementation, fol-
low through, and support.

You should believe your 
choices have consequenc-
es. Great choices will yield 
great results. Likewise, un-

wise choices will yield un-
desirable outcomes.

In all, you should be-
lieve there are many dif-
ferent paths ahead of you. 
There is no right or wrong 
path except the path you 
select is the one you be-
lieve will allow you to 
thrive in our society in a 
civic and productive man-
ner for your betterment and 
those around you.

Graduates, thank you for 
all you have done during 
your formative years in our 
schools, congratulations, 
and best wishes on grad-
uating and commencing 
the next chapter of your 
lives. We are all excited 
for what’s ahead for each 
of you. This is a new be-
ginning to work on your 
dreams and goals beyond 
high school. We believe in 
your abilities, intellect, per-
severance, and resolve to 
accomplish all of your as-
pirations and plans. Please 
note you will always have 
a home here at your alma 
mater.

Congratulations gradu-
ates, and congratulations 
to your parents and guard-
ians, your families, your 
friends, our staff, your 
supporters, and the entire 
Chelsea community!

It was an honor and 
privilege to have led you 
as your principal this past 
year, your senior year of 
high school. As we all 
know, I did not do this 
alone, I was accompanied 
side by side by an amaz-
ing and supportive staff, 
caring and loving parents 
and guardians, and many 
generous contributors and 
supporters for your bene-
fit, graduates of the class of 
2023. Thank you all from 
the bottom of my heart, 
Obed Morales, Principal of 
Chelsea High School

Erica Mendoza
Class Valedictorian

Obed Morales
Chelsea High School Principal

Karina Ramirez
Class Salutatorian

Dr. Almudena Abeyta
Superintendent of Schools

Leo Robinson
Chelsea City Council President

CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2023 GRADUATION

Congratulations Graduates!
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Walter Abrego Flores	 CHS
Kevin Aguilar Reyes	 CHS
Roberto Aguilar	 CHS
Karrar Al issa	 CHS
Dayanare Alarcon Quintanilla	 CHS
Myrka Alarcon Quintanilla	 CHS
Sergio Alarcon	 CHS
Astrid Aleman Sanchez	 CHS
Carlos Alfaro Cornejo	 CHS
Anthony Alfaro	 CHS
Carlos Alfaro	 CHS
Abdallah Alhazaimeh	 CHS
Jackeline Alvarado	 CHS
Maria Alvarez Gil	 CHS
April Alvarez Yanes	 CHS
Rodolfo Andino Lobo	 CHS
Carlos Antunez Ocampo	 CHS
Mauricio Arias Hernandez	 CHS
Katie Arias	 CHS
Joel Arroyo	 CHS
Brian Artica Santos	 CHS
Ulises Artiga Ruiz	 CHS
Walter Astu Vicente	 CHS
Chris Avalle	 CHS
David Ayala Hernandez	 CHS
Jeyssel Ayala Marroquin	 CHS
Alhousseyni Bah	 CHS
Edwin Barahona Diaz	 CHS
Chelsea Barnes	 CHS
Elany Barnes	 CHS
Paola Barrera	 CHS
Jonathan Barrientos	 CHS
Yahannah Barrios-Lopez	 CHS
Klaudett Batres Castillo	 CHS
Yosi Beltrand Canelas	 CHS
Milton Bermudez Hernandez	 CHS
Victor Bermudez Jr	 CHS
Alison Bermudez	 CHS
Daniel Berrios Guerra	 CHS
Anthony Bones	 CHS
Kenneth Bonilla	 CHS
Paulino Brito Gomes	 CHS
Anycea Burgos-Thomas	 CHS
Richard Calix Jimenez	 CHS
Cristian Campos Hernandez	 CHS
Dalila Campos	 CHS
Mayki Canales Hernandez	 CHS
Alexander Cano	 CHS
Jose Caraballo Jr	 CHS
Gisela Carballo Villanueva	 CHS
Anthony Carias 	 CHS
Bryan Carrillo Cardona	 CHS
Angie Castaneda Galindo	 CHS
Guidaysis Castro Santiago	 CHS
Jareth Casula Maldonado	 CHS
Naomi Centeno Yax	 CHS
Luis Ceron Reyes	 CHS
Jerenis Chavez Bautista	 CHS
Marilyn Choguay Hernandez	 CHS
Dhalia Christmas	 CHS
Steven Claros	 CHS
Mario Climaco Flores	 CHS
Rileigh Connors	 CHS
Yuliza Constancia-Perez	 CHS
Janessa Constantino	 CHS
Roberto Contreras Cortes	 CHS
Nelson Contreras Feliz	 CHS
Glendy Cortez Leiva	 CHS
Gustavo Coto	 CHS
Jose Cruz Jr	 CHS
Karen Cunha da Costa	 CHS
Sheila Da Rosa	 CHS
Andy Damacio-Tax	 CHS
Annelia Daniel-Rivera	 CHS
Briana Davila Morales	 CHS
Jose De Paz-Mancias	 CHS
Olivia Degraffenreid	 CHS

Oscar Del Rosario Herrera	 CHS
Kimberly Diaz Hernandez	 CHS
Jose Diaz Lopez	 CHS
Stephany Diaz Portillo	 CHS
Keira Dinklang	 CHS
Angel Erazo Alarcon	 CHS
Antony Erazo Molina	 CHS
Elias Erazo	 CHS
Oscar Escalante Morales	 CHS
Yeral Espinola Cepeda	 CHS
Herman Esquivel-Mendez	 CHS
Rachel Feliz	 CHS
Wendy Figueroa Amaya	 CHS
Javier Figueroa Santos	 CHS
Ada Figueroa	 CHS
Alexander Fino Guzman	 CHS
Brandon Flores Maltez	 CHS
Leydi Flores Perez	 CHS
Grichell Flores Sosa	 CHS
Karen Flores Sosa	 CHS
Carlos Flores	 CHS
Bintou Fofana	 CHS
Dimas Galdamez Arriola	 CHS
Daniel Galdamez-Lopez	 CHS
Alba Galvez Estrada	 CHS
Ariel Garay Ruano	 CHS
Christopher Garcia Alfaro	 CHS
Maria Garcia Guerra	 CHS
Erik Garcia Nunez	 CHS
Daniel Garcia	 CHS
Julian Garcia	 CHS
Maria Garmendia Marroquin	 CHS
Yaneisy Garmendia Ruiz	 CHS
David Gochez Jr	 CHS
Juan Gomez Hernandez	 CHS
Sindy Gomez Molina	 CHS
Yuliana Gomez Molina	 CHS
Yajaira Gonzalez	 CHS
Maria Gracias Carcamo	 CHS
Jeffrey Guerra Monzon	 CHS
Erick Guevara Ayala	 CHS
Andy Guzman Mauricio	 CHS
Ilham Hamdi	 CHS
Gary Hedgecock	 CHS
Stephanie Henriquez Alfaro	 CHS
Jose Hernandez Andrade	 CHS
Josue Hernandez Marroquin	 CHS
Juan Hernandez Molina	 CHS
Feliciano Hernandez Pu	 CHS
Jerry Hernandez	 CHS
Jose Hernandez-Matute	 CHS
Nestor Herrera Aleman	 CHS
Amy Herrera Castillo	 CHS
Jaysen Hightower	 CHS
Mohamed Iman	 CHS
Christopher Interiano	 CHS
Juman Ismael	 CHS
Federico Jimenez Gonzalez	 CHS
Adriana Juarez	 CHS
Amelia Kim My	 CHS
Darlyn Lainez Palacios	 CHS
Gilberto Landaverde Martinez	 CHS
Amy Landaverde Soriano	 CHS
Elizabeth Le	 CHS
Jared Lizardo Maldonado	 CHS
Julia Lopes	 CHS
Samuel Lopez Ascencio	 CHS
Karla Lopez Cornejo	 CHS
Dilan Lopez Martinez	 CHS
Kevin Lopez Membreno	 CHS
Carlos Lopez Velasquez	 CHS
Dario Lopez	 CHS
Jada Lopez	 CHS
Justin Lopez	 CHS
Dariana Lopez-Lobo	 CHS
Brenda Madrid Herrera	 CHS
Ashley Malaquias	 CHS

Jason Maldonado	 CHS
Jasmine Maradiaga Varela	 CHS
Emily Maradiaga	 CHS
Gabriela Marquez	 CHS
Adriel Marquina Acosta	 CHS
Daniel Marroquin	 CHS
Javier Martinez Pineda	 CHS
Alexander Martinez	 CHS
Ana Martinez	 CHS
Antoni Matias Coreas	 CHS
Carlos Mayen Alonso	 CHS
Jason Maysonet	 CHS
Lewis Mccaskill II	 CHS
Anthony Medrano	 CHS
Bryan Medrano	 CHS
Rudy Medrano	 CHS
Ervin Mejia Pacay	 CHS
Stephanie Mejia Rosales	 CHS
Julissa Mejia	 CHS
Jose Melendez Perez	 CHS
Jose Melgar Reyes	 CHS
Abraham Mendez Flores	 CHS
Olvan Mendez Ramos	 CHS
Jose Mendez Vega	 CHS
Eilin Mendoza Delgado	 CHS
Sofia Mendoza Salgado	 CHS
Yohana Mendoza Sanchez	 CHS
Erica Mendoza	 CHS
Emily Menjivar	 CHS
Jefry Meza Osorio	 CHS
Kevin Miguel-Umana	 CHS
Giovanna Minas-Castillo	 CHS
Johanna Miranda Perez	 CHS
D’Marcos Mojica	 CHS
Christian Molina	 CHS
Ramon Molina	 CHS
Dayana Montano Flores	 CHS
Fatima Morales Serrano	 CHS
Bryanna Morales	 CHS
Joselinne Moran Palma	 CHS
Maria Moran Robelo	 CHS
Tiary Moran Robelo	 CHS
Joselyn Moreira	 CHS
Angie Murillo-Ayala	 CHS
Nathaniel Nadow	 CHS
Heber Najarro Hernandez	 CHS
Angel Natareno Perez	 CHS
Ashley Navarro Castro	 CHS
Gabriela Navarro	 CHS
Edisa Ndaikeza	 CHS
Ivona Niyonkinzo	 CHS
Jemima Nkiambi Lwani	 CHS
Stephanie Ochoa Quejnay	 CHS
Jose Olivar Arevalo	 CHS
Xavier Orellana Orellana	 CHS
Manuela Orrego Orrego	 CHS
Joshua Ortega Santos	 CHS
Jorge Ortiz Andino	 CHS
Valeria Osorio Licona	 CHS
Dania Pacas	 CHS
Genesis Padilla Bonilla	 CHS
Danaylin Paguada Ramos	 CHS
David Palencia Morales	 CHS
Floridalma Pascual Nunez	 CHS
Jose Pedroza Gonzalez	 CHS
Angel Peraza	 CHS
Kevin Peraza	 CHS
Mariana Perez Flores	 CHS
Dayana Perez Gonzalez	 CHS
Vanesa Perez Gonzalez	 CHS
David Perez Vasquez	 CHS
Jose Perez-Garcia	 CHS
Jelany Peters	 CHS
Rood-Jerry Pierre	 CHS
Fernando Pineda Yanes	 CHS
Alysia Ponce	 CHS
Denis Portillo Valle	 CHS

Wilmar Portillo	 CHS
Kenny Poz Cruz	 CHS
Kevin Poz	 CHS
Erika Quintanilla Umana	 CHS
Maybelin Ramirez Cea	 CHS
Jonathan Ramirez Vega	 CHS
Karina Ramirez Villatoro	 CHS
Malakai Reeves	 CHS
Sebastian Rendon	 CHS
Mannix Resto Jr	 CHS
Cristian Reyes Ingles	 CHS
Okely Rivera Gutierrez	 CHS
Diego Rivera Martinez	 CHS
Adriana Rivera	 CHS
Olivya Rivera	 CHS
Franklin Rodas Mazariegos	 CHS
Yared Rodriguez La Santa	 CHS
Alondra Rodriguez Rodriguez	 CHS
Alexis Rodriguez Tejada	 CHS
Alexander Rodriguez	 CHS
Antonio Rodriguez	 CHS
Ariel Rodriguez	 CHS
Carlos Rodriguez	 CHS
Jonaviel Rodriguez	 CHS
Alejandra Romero Canelas	 CHS
Linconl Romero Martinez	 CHS
Angely Romero	 CHS
Gennecis Romero	 CHS
Alexy Romero-Arevalo	 CHS
Isabella Rosa	 CHS
Cesia Rosales Lopez	 CHS
Justin Rosales Mayen	 CHS
Angel Rosales Rosales	 CHS
Jefferson Ruiz	 CHS
Mairanys Ruiz	 CHS
Aracely Salgado Franco	 CHS
Janitza Sanchez Rodriguez	 CHS
Daniel Santiago	 CHS
Rusby Santizo	 CHS
Francis Santos Erazo	 CHS
Yesenia Santos Ramos	 CHS
Jonathan Segovia Alvarado	 CHS
Fabio Segovia	 CHS
Emely Serpa Olivo	 CHS
Jeylee Sevilla Teruel	 CHS
Allau Eldin Sidik	 CHS
Ajay Singh	 CHS
Elder Suhum	 CHS
Joel Tejada	 CHS
Miguel Tizol	 CHS
Kesny Toussaint	 CHS
Dayana Turcios Flores	 CHS
Teyvon Tyrance-Williams	 CHS
Ubaid Ullah	 CHS
Abis Valladares	 CHS
Caterin Valle Serrano	 CHS
Alexa Vargas	 CHS
Cristina Vasquez Sucuqui	 CHS
Douglas Vasquez Zarate	 CHS
Henry Vasquez	 CHS
Angel Vega Jr	 CHS
Adrian Vega	 CHS
Emily Velasquez Rodriguez	 CHS
Marlayna Velasquez-Matrone	 CHS
Bryan Vicente Galicia	 CHS
Virginia Viera Alvarez	 CHS
Christian Villatoro	 CHS
Ali Warsame	 CHS
Adriana Willess	 CHS
Jhon Xiquin Chacon	 CHS
Messiah Yarde	 CHS
Katie Zacarias	 CHS
Erick Zavala-Villalta	 CHS
Raul Zelaya	 CHS
Santiago Zuniga Rua	 CHS
Carlos Aguilar	 OOD
Abigail Beaupre	 OOD

Nathali Gonzalez Espinosa	 OOD
John Grover	 OOD
Ryan Halpin	 OOD
Thomas Johnson	 OOD
Analin Landaverde	 OOD
Djudley Ovide	 OOD
Kevin Rodriguez	 OOD
Luis Rodriguez	 OOD
Anthony Rosales	 OOD
Jennifer Salguero-Lopez	 OOD
Nelson Amaya	 COA
Kenia Avalos Iraheta	 COA
Christian Canas	 COA
Ailani Chang De Jesus	 COA
Andres Coche-Raxic	 COA
Yeison Cordon Noriega	 COA
Joshua Dubon	 COA
Damaris Erazo Flores	 COA
Wilfredo Figueroa Jr.	 COA
Dylan Forti-Cedeno	 COA
Juana Fuentes Ferman	 COA
Carlos Fuentes Martinez	 COA
Paola Garcia Guerra	 COA
Jenifer Henriquez Guillen	 COA
Jonathan Huezo	 COA
Zeyad Kadhem	 COA
Jose Lemus Hernandez	 COA
Christian Lopez Urrutia	 COA
Anai Lopez	 COA
Oscar Lopez	 COA
Hector Maldonado Vasquez	 COA
Jancarlos Martinez	 COA
Elsy Matute Villafranca	 COA
Ariza Morales Ramirez	 COA
Nelson Moran Hernandez	 COA
Raymond Oneill Torres	 COA
Axel Ortiz Rodriguez	 COA
Brenda Quijada Flores	 COA
Josue Ramirez Diaz	 COA
Jordy Ramos	 COA
Elmer Ramos-Talsuy	 COA
Michael Reyes Lainez	 COA
Richard Rivera-Guzman	 COA
Jose Roldan De Blas	 COA
Ever Rosales Alvares	 COA
Sherlin Rosales Alvarez	 COA
Brandon Ruiz Rivas	 COA
Ariel Sanchez Osorio	 COA
Miguel Soriano Carmona	 COA
Brian Trigueros	 COA
Andrea Valle	 COA
Carlos Velasquez	 COA
Maria Barbosa	 CVLA
Rodrigo Calleja Pineda	 CVLA
Daisy Davis	 CVLA
Alexandra Erazo Dubon	 CVLA
Gabriela Flores Lopez	 CVLA
Gianna Macdonald	 CVLA
Josephine Miranda	 CVLA
Martha Novoa Ortiz	 CVLA
Aldo Palencia	 CVLA
Paola Perea Arriaga	 CVLA
Angelise Prieto	 CVLA
Walter Ramirez Esturban	 CVLA
Jennifer Ramos Sanchez	 CVLA
Dennis Sanchez Gomez	 CVLA
Milagros Torres Adams	 CVLA
Gerson Villegas Ramirez	 CVLA
Kati Welch	 CVLA
Christian Zavaleta	 CVLA
Kris Zelaya	 CVLA

CHS: Chelsea High School
OOD: Out of District
COA: Chelsea Opportunity Acadamy
CLVA: Chelsea Virtual Learning 

Academy

Chelsea Public School Graduates

CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2023 GRADUATION

CHS faculty and school administrators stand as the graduates enter the stadium.

Some of the graduates from the Chelsea Virtual Academy.

Maria Barbosa from the Chelsea Virtual Learning Academy 
receives her diploma.

CHS graduate Anthony Allaro receives his diploma from 
CHS Principal Obed Morales.
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CHELSEA FIREFIGHTERS ANNUAL MEMORIAL SPONSORED BY LOCAL 937

Sunday morning the 
Chelsea Fire Department 
gathered at the Fire Fight-
ers Memorial at the 911 
call center to pay tribute 
to those brother and sister 
fire fighters lost in the line 
of duty or recently passed.

The newly constructed 
memorial has 11 names 
inscribed on it, for the 11 
line of duty fire fighters 
that lost their lives to save 
others. James Trainor, 
John J. Doherty, Charles 

Crowley, Reinaldo Valdes, 
Frederick Donovan, Her-
bert L. Kelloway, Joseph 
Von Handorf, Thomas 
Lassiter, Michael Coyne, 
Charles A. Crowley Jr., 
Peter Kannler. This me-
morial will stand in memo-
ry of all those, so that they 
will remain in our hearts 
forever. This year, Fire 
Fighter Frank E. Crow-
ley passed away. Crowley 
appointed 6/8/70-retired 
5/15/92-passed 3/29/2023.

The new Fire Fighters Memorial that bears the names of 
the 11 Chelsea Fire Fighters that lost their lives in the line 
of duty.

Fire Fighter Nick Bridge 
plays taps at the conclusion 
of the memorial service.

CFD Chief Leonard A. Alba-
nese addressees the crowd 
Sunday morning. Also in 
attendance was Interim 
Chelsea City Manager Ned 
Keefe.

Fire Fighter Adam and 
Nicole Giancola.

Fire Fighter Andrew Colon 
with his family, Joselene 
and Ayden.

Piper Kevin O’Keefe closed the service with Amazing Grace.

Chelsea Fire Fighters, Carlos Carrasquillo and Jonathan 
Morel tend to the Colors of Our Nation prior to the cere-
mony.

State Representative Judith 
Garcia reaffirms her com-
mitment to the Chelsea fire 
fighters and the depart-
ment and expressed her 
sympathies to the families 
of the lost fire fighters.

Deputy Chief Michael Ma-
succi brings the ceremony 
to attention.

State Representative Judith Garcia and Councillor Calvin T. 
Brown.

Council President Leo Robinson with residents, Paul Cam-
eron and Chris Kaminski.
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 Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Roberto 
Jimenez Rivera hosted 
a reception Tuesday at 
Chelsea Station kicking 
off his campaign for a 
councilor-at-large seat on 
the Chelsea City Council.

Jimenez Rivera de-
livered the following re-
marks at the event:

Thank you all so much 
for joining us tonight!

Everyone here knows 
that education has always 
been at the core of my 
work. I was an admissions 
officer, now I work for a 
teachers’ union, and I’m 
on the School Commit-
tee. One thing they don’t 
tell you about running 
for School Committee is 
that oftentimes you have 
to convince people who 
aren’t parents why it’s im-
portant to vote for School 
Committee.

However, last year I 
learned what it’s like to run 
on every other issue when 

I ran for State Representa-
tive. People really open up 
when you can talk to them 
about the issues affect-
ing them, like the cost of 
healthcare or rising rents. 
So, it becomes much more 
about how we can use our 
position to help people.

As a City Councilor, 
I can help tackle the is-
sues facing all of our res-
idents: a housing crisis, 
a severely underfunded 
transit system, and envi-
ronmental injustice, just 
to name a few. Last year 
we continued building a 
movement that has been 
growing for years, on the 
shoulders of people who 
have been in this city for 
decades. I felt a sense of 
urgency then that is driv-
ing me now to run for City 
Council, to make sure our 
City Council is fighting 
for everyone in our city. 
Let’s make sure the people 
of Chelsea can continue to 
live here. Let’s make sure 

our air is clean and that 
we don’t have lead raining 
down on our kids. Let’s 

find a way to grow more 
opportunities for everyone 
in our city. That’s why I’m 

running for Chelsea City 
Council and that’s why I 
hope you’ll keep support-

ing this campaign. Thank 
you!

ROBERTO JIMENEZ RIVERA CAMPAIGN RECEPTION FOR COUNCILOR-AT-LARGE

From left, Sara Arman, Fernando Mazzoni, Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, Roberto Jimenez Rivera, Irma Mazzoni, Eve Har-
mon, and Mitikei Chengerei.

Roberto Jimenez Rivera, with his father, Roberto Jimenez 
Davila (left), his mother, Maribel Rivera (right), his wife, Dr. 
Sarah Elizabeth Neville, and their son, Robi.

Roberto Jimenez Rivera with supporters (seated) Tyler Was-
son and Eddie Kim, and Kari-Elle Brown (standing, right).

Chelsea School Committee member and candidate for 
councilor-at-large Roberto Jimenez Rivera, with his wife, 
Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, and their son, Robi.

Mitikei Changerei, Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, Roberto Jimenez Rivera, Madeleine Scam-
mell, and Zach Hollopeter.

Front row are District 5 School Committee member Kati Cabral and Jimmy Merino. Back 
row are Marisol Santiago, Jonathan Recincoy, Jonathan Gomez-Pereira, and School Com-
mittee member and candidate for councilor-at-large Roberto Jimenez Rivera.

Zach Hollopeter, Roberto Jimenez Rivera, Vicki DiLorenzo, and Jonathan Cohn.

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its la
st public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 
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By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State R
ep. Democratic 

Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District
 that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the tren
d in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this tim
e 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professio
nal 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (G
od Bless Y

ou) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years

Call (781) 485-0588 to place your 
subscription over the phone!
Name:_________________________
Address:_______________________
______________________________
City:______________Zip:_________

Mail to: Independent Newspapers, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere 
MA 02151 with a check or cash payment

Annual Deer Island Stroll Stepping 
Out to Cure Scleroderma walk set

Special to the Record

Individuals living with 
and affected by sclero-
derma will join together 
at 9:00 a.m., on June 10, 
at Deer Island, 190 Taft 
Avenue, Winthrop, MA, 
to take part in the annual 
Deer Island Stroll - Step-
ping Out to Cure Sclero-
derma walk. Scleroderma 
is a rare rheumatic disease 
that affects connective 
tissue and the vascular 
system, producing exces-
sive collagen that causes 
fibrosis in the skin (local-
ized) or in internal organs 

(systemic sclerosis). The 
disease can cause disfig-
urement and disability. 
For some, it’s life-threat-
ening. There is no known 
cause or cure. More than 
300,000 Americans live 
with the disease.

This year marks a spe-
cial occasion for the or-
ganization. The National 
Scleroderma Foundation 
is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary. Founded in 
1998, the Foundation has 
been advancing medical 
research, promoting dis-
ease awareness, and pro-
viding support to people 
with scleroderma, their 

families and support net-
works for 25 years. For 
the last 20 of those years, 
walks have taken place 
across the country to bring 
awareness to the disease 
and raise funds to support 
the National Scleroderma 
Foundation’s mission.

“The scope of our work 
is nationwide," said Mary 
Wheatley, CEO of the 
National Scleroderma 
Foundation. “And we are 
grateful to our supporters 
across the country who are 
leading the fight against 
this disease. Our Deer Is-
land Stroll is a special one 
with walkers, organizers, 
and volunteers who are 
incredibly committed and 
passionate.”

Our local New England 
Chapter makes a differ-
ence in the lives of those 
living with and affected by 
scleroderma. The work to 
help individuals find their 
best path is happening 
nationwide and right here 
in the Boston community. 
Our walk is an opportuni-
ty to celebrate our sclero-
derma warriors.

Learn more about 
scleroderma and available 
resources at scleroderma.
org.

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

R E C O R D

Our
Readers Are

Chelsea
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Our Friends

SO
LD
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     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

Kitchen tips
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

People once learned to 
cook by watching family 
members and helping with 
kitchen tasks. The older 
generation shared their 
tips, and how-to advice 
in person, or suggestions 
were found on old recipe 
cards or handwritten notes 
in inherited cookbooks. In 
this column, we’ll share 
some of our favorite kitch-
en tips.

Total Time Counts
The next time you pull 

out your food processor to 
make something like sal-
sa, time how long it takes 
to gather the ingredients, 
set up a cutting board and 
knife to chop them to the 
right size for the machine, 
transfer the salad to a serv-
ing bowl, clean up and put 
everything away.

The next time you make 
salsa, make it with a cut-
ting board, sharp knife, 
and bowl and compare 
the results and the time it 
takes. With simpler tools, 

we get faster results and 
a more exciting texture to 
our salsa.

Prepping Vegetables 
If you watch prep cooks 

in a restaurant prepare 
vegetables, you’ll notice 
that they often use an as-
sembly line system. Let’s 
say you’re chopping car-
rots and celery for soup. 
The pro will wash and 
scrub all the vegetables. 
Next, everything gets 
peeled, and then the chop-
ping is done step-by-step 
on each ingredient. 

Avoiding steps entire-
ly is even more efficient. 
Peeling is often optional. 
Consider replacing it with 
a good scrub with a firm 
brush. We tend to cook po-
tatoes, squash, sweet pota-
toes, and carrots with their 
skin in place. Not only to 
save time but also to in-
crease nutrition. Or, use a 
frozen vegetable if it will 
work in the recipe. 

As frequent avocado 
eaters and people who 
avoid the emergency 

room, we are thankful for 
Sara Moulton’s tip on cut-
ting avocados. The Wash-
ington Post described her 
method, “... place the av-
ocado on its side on a cut-
ting board. With the knife 
parallel to the board, make 
a horizontal cut through 
to the pit as you rotate the 
fruit. With the knife per-
pendicular to the board, 
cut the top side of the avo-
cado from stem to bottom, 
then turn it and repeat on 
the far side.”

You end up with four 
sections that are easy to 
peel, and the pit pops right 
out.

Work Safe
Sharp knives are essen-

tial, as are safe knife skills. 
We nearly always use a 
cutting board with non-
slip feet or a damp towel 
under it.  We wash and dry 
our knives by hand and re-
turn them to their spot on 
our magnetic wall rack. 
Knives lying on the count-
er or in a sink full of sudsy 
water are dangerous. 

Penny hones her knives 
before she begins work-
ing. Newly sharpened 
knives have a blue tape tag 
on the handle to remind 
everyone that the blade is 
razor-like. 

Blue Tape
Our final tips are about 

that blue tape. We keep a 
dispenser of blue painter’s 
tape on our counter. We 
use it to write the iden-

tity and date of any item 
we put into the freezer. 
Every bowl of leftovers 
is marked with the day it 
was made.

A small tape tag on a 
bowl of tomatoes tells us 
which to use first. A piece 
on the refrigerator door 
tells the person putting out 
the trash that something 
inside needs to be includ-
ed.

If an item has a tiny ex-

piration date, we put a big 
use-by date on it with blue 
tape. We use it to label our 
glass jars of pantry items. 
We don’t call it blue paint-
er’s tape. We call it blue 
cook’s tape!

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Once upon a time, tips were found on recipe cards or handwritten notes in inherited 
cookbooks.

TEMPLE EMMANUEL OF CHELSEA TO HOLD SILENT ART AUCTION AND SALE JUNE 11
Temple Emmanuel of 

Chelsea will hold a silent 
auction and sale of Judai-
ca art on Sunday, June 11, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. There will 
be hundreds of Judaica art 
items, limited edition art, 
and collectibles for sale. 
The event is part of “Tem-
plefest,” a celebration of 
this year’s achievements 

as the Temple Emmanuel 
community looks forward 
to the upcoming year. Pic-
tured above are members 
of the event planning com-
mittee, from left, Stephen 
Vider, Esther Berkowitz, 
Elizabeth Hopkinson, 
Jim Howard, and Carol 
Brown.

Dotty Novak and Murray Novak are pictured 
in front of some of the hundreds of Judaica art 
items that will be on sale at the silent auction on 
Sunday, June 11 at Temple Emmanuel.

Temple Emmanuel board members Barry Kirshon and Darleen 
Nelson and Temple President Sara Lee Callahan are looking forward 
to Templefest, which will feature a silent art auction and art sale 
Sunday, June 11 at the Temple.

Pictured above is one of the Judaica art items created by 
Chelsea artist Sandra Maddeford.

Pictured above are members of the event planning committee, from left, Stephen Vider, Esther Berkowitz, Elizabeth Hop-
kinson, Jim Howard, and Carol Brown.
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	    SELLER 1 	   ADDRESS                   PRICE   
Tran, Aiden       	 Tran, Hoc T            	 15 Jones Ave                   	 $396,000  
Barr, Maxwell J        	 Novis, Jason	 60 Dudley St #322              	 $400,000  
Portillo, Jacqueline Y	 Portillo, Gerardo	 108 Addison St            	 $355,000  
Navas Hernandez, Manuel A	Zuniga, Ronald	 596 Washington Ave      	 $530,000

Buy/Sell? Lease. Residential & Commercial 
 TEXT OR CALL JEFFREY BOWEN

781-201-9488

jeff@chelsearealestate.com  chelsearealestate.com 

been coming to Chelsea  
to do research here be-
cause Chelsea is really 
unique in the number of 
immigrants who live here, 
the high rates of COVID 
at the beginning of the 
pandemic, and the high 
rates of inequality,” said 
Neville. “So, researchers 

always come to Chelsea 
to study it. But today we 
want to make sure that 
the researchers are here 
to share their results with 
the community. And the 
Chelsea students and com-
munity members are here 
doing their own projects, 
so we want to give you 

the opportunity to share as 
well.”

Two locally based proj-
ects, Stacey Smith’s bril-
liant, well-researched pre-
sentation on the history of 
the People A.M.E. Church 
in Chelsea, and Chelsea 
High junior Jimmy Me-
rino’s comprehensive 
research on the Boston 
University takeover of the 
Chelsea public schools, 
definitely caught the at-
tention and praise of long-
time Chelsea residents.

At her research station 
that include visuals, Smith 
related to attendees that 
“the Great Chelsea fire 
1908 burned the People’s 
A.M.E. Church to the 
ground.”

“Mayor Beck declared 
that ‘the city would rise 
again from the ashes, built 
on broader lines’, but that 
just didn’t happen for the 
People’s A.M.E. Church,” 
related Smith.

“We have several 
churches that have rebuilt, 
and I feel that Chelsea 
People’s A.M.E. should 
also have that by now – 
we’re talking well over 
100 years.”

Smith said part of the 
goal of her research proj-
ect was “to revitalize the 
People’s A.M.E. Church.”

“We are still here. We 
go to church every Sun-
day, but we have to rent 
out space,” said Smith. 
“My hope is that the in-
formation for this research 
project will be used for 
future generations to fur-
ther advance the topic 
of the People’s A.M.E. 
Church and for our local 
government to assist with 
the revitalization of the 
church and put more pol-
icies in place that prevent 
racial disparities such as 
this, that still unfortunate-
ly plague Chelsea to this 
day.”

Research Festival /  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Angela Magardino, project coordinator at Boston Universi-
ty, and Alina McIntyre, PhD candidate at Boston University.

Rodrigo Nadal, Margarita Velasco, Clinical Research Coordi-
nator, and Harvard graduate student Sarika Baril.

Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville (right) with Chelsea High School juniors and research present-
ers for their project, Gentrification In Chelsea, from left, Christian Mazariegos, Nelson Diaz, 
Italo Pineda, and Ariel Figueroa.

Wright Academy student presenters at the Chelsea Research Festival, pictured with their 
seventh grade teacher, Mr. John Ruggiero (back row).

Merino researched 
the history of the Boston 
University takeover of 
the management of the 
Chelsea public schools, 
an idea that was proposed 
by then-Chelsea School 
Committee member An-
drew P. Quigley Sr., who 
was also publisher of the 
Chelsea Record. As a re-
sult of Mr. Quigley’s vi-
sion and foresight and that 
of his colleagues on the 
School Committee, BU 
became the first university 
in the nation to oversee an 
entire school district.

Merino said the agree-
ment worked out very 
well for the city’s schools 
and its teachers.

“Boston University set 
various policy changes 
within the Chelsea school 
district, investing mil-
lions of dollars into the 
schools,” said Merino. 
“They increased teacher 
wages, they established a 
music and arts department 
for Chelsea High School. 
Their policies decreased 
dropout rates, increased 
graduation rates, and in-
creased AP enrollment.”

An outstanding student, 
Merino has begun his col-
lege admissions process 
and considers Yale Uni-
versity as one of his top 
choices.

The son of Eligio Me-
rino and Delmy Guerra, 
Jimmy Merino said he has 

an interest in political sci-
ence, and his terrific, re-
search presentation at the 
Chelsea Research Festival 
was Ivy-League caliber 
and could be the founda-
tion-setter to a future ca-
reer in law or politics.

Merino can thank Dr. 
Sarah Elizabeth Neville 
for giving him the forum 

to display his analytical 
capabilities.

Also excelling with 
their presentation were 
Chelsea High juniors 
Christian Mazariegos, 
Nelson Diaz, Italo Pineda, 
and Ariel Figueroa, who 
compiled a project on gen-
trification in Chelsea.

La Colaborativa Youth Leaders Taneya Freeman, Allahdra 
Mattocks, and Amaya Jones presented an interesting 
project on Black Voices: Exploring Racial Identity Through 
Youth Interviews at La Colaborativa.

Shinelle Kirk, research assistant, Healthy Neighborhoods 
Study, Dr. Patrice Williams, research scientist, Healthy 
Neighborhoods Study, and Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, 
founder and coordinator of the Chelsea Research Festival.

Chelsea High School student Jimmy Merino presented an 
interesting research project on the Boston University take-
over of the management of the Chelsea Public Schools. 
Also pictured is Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville.

Former Bunker Hill Community College Associate Dean Sharon Caulfield, Douglas Med-
vetz of Verdynt, City Council President Leo Robinson, School Committee member Naomi 
Zabot, Michele Peruch, School Committee member Roberto Jimenez Medina, holding his 
son, Robi.
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To place a  memoriam 
in the Chelsea Record 

please call 
781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

OBITUARIES

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

On Satur-
day, June 3, 
close to 100 
family and 
friends of 

Michael J “Mike” Henry 
gathered at the Brown Jug 
in Chelsea to say goodbye 
to our uncle, father, hus-
band, friend and “Papa.” 
Michael J Henry Sr, re-
cently a resident of Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina, 
but formerly of Revere 
and Charlestown, who en-
tered into eternal life sud-
denly on Monday, May 
15, 2023.	

He was 71 years of age.
Mike was born in Ev-

erett on June 29, 1951, a 
son of the late John W and 
Josephine (Frances) Hen-
ry. He grew up in Charles-
town and graduated from 
Charlestown High School 
where he was a member 
of the Majestic Knights 
Marching Band.	

Following his gradua-
tion, he served in the Unit-
ed States Army before 
starting his career with US 
Airways where he worked 
for 35 years before his re-
tirement.

Mike was the beloved 
husband of 34 years to 
Beverly (Bishop) Henry 
and the devoted father of 
Michael J. Henry, Jr and 
his companion Lynsey 

Gowens. He was also a 
proud “papa” to Michael 
J Henry III, Ezra Cantin, 
Chase and Ethan Gowens.

In life Mike was a gen-
erous and friendly man 
who was always willing 
to do anything to help a 
friend or family member 
in need. He will be re-
membered and missed by 
his loved ones.

Michael was the be-
loved brother of John W 
Henry, Jr and his wife, 
Elizabeth Kurkjian, Ei-
leen (Henry) Ward and her 
husband, John, Daniel F 
Henry and his wife, Linda 
Leach.	

He was the proud uncle 
to Stephanie, Brian, Jake, 
Brittany, Daniel, Kayla 
and Conor on the Henry 
side of the family and to 
Joseph, 

Lori, Thomas, Kerri, 
Amy, David and Kathleen 
on the Bishop side of his 
family. He is also survived 
by many loving cousins 
and friends.

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com. 

Michael J. ”Mike” Henry
June 29, 1951  - May 15, 2023

Secretary Jon Santiago 
announced  the appoint-
ment of Dr. Andrea  Gay-
le-Bennett as the first-ever 
Deputy Secretary  of the 
Executive Office of Veter-
ans’ Services (EOVS). Dr. 
Gayle-Bennett, a retired 
Brigadier General in the 
Massachusetts National 
Guard and a distinguished 
healthcare professional, 
brings a wealth of expe-
rience and expertise to 
this vital role. The Deputy 
Secretary will serve as a 
strategic partner to Secre-
tary Santiago and lead im-
portant initiatives related 
to EOVS services and pro-
gramming. 

“We are delighted to 
welcome Dr. Andrea Gay-
le-Bennett  to the Healey-
Driscoll  Administra-
tion  as  Deputy Secretary 
of the Executive Office of 
Veterans’ Services,” said 
Governor Maura Healey. 
“Dr. Gayle-Bennett’s dis-
tinguished career in med-
icine and military service 
make her uniquely quali-
fied to take on this import-

ant role and support Sec-
retary Santiago and our 
entire administration in 
our efforts to advance the 
health and well-being of 
Massachusetts’ veterans.” 

“Dr. Gayle-Bennett’s 
exceptional qualifications 
and remarkable dedica-
tion to both health  care 
and military service make 
her the ideal candidate 
for the position of Depu-
ty Secretary,” said Secre-
tary Jon Santiago. “I have 
full confidence that she 
will enhance our efforts 
in serving the Massachu-
setts veteran community 
through her leadership 

and passion for supporting 
veterans.” 

“Sheryl Sandberg, the 
author of ‘Lean In: Wom-
en, Work, and the Will to 
Lead,’ wisely remarked, 
‘If you’re offered a seat 
on a rocket ship...get on.’ 
Drawing inspiration from 
these words, I am embrac-
ing this opportunity with 
immense gratitude,” said 
Andrea Gayle-Bennett. 
“I am thrilled to have the 
chance to make a positive 
contribution on behalf of 
veterans in the Common-
wealth and to collaborate 
with this esteemed team as 
part of the Healey-Driscoll 
administration.” 

Dr. Gayle-Bennett holds 
a Doctor of Medical Sci-
ence (DMSc) degree from 
the University of Lynch-
burg, a Master of Educa-
tion degree from Lesley 
College, and a Bachelor 
of Science in allied health 
from Sophie Davies 
School of Medicine. She 
has a distinguished career 
spanning over three de-
cades, including 37 years 

as a Physician Assistant at 
Harvard Vanguard Medi-
cal Associates in Boston, 
where she demonstrated 
exceptional skills deliver-
ing comprehensive medi-
cal care. 

Joining the Massa-
chusetts National Guard 
in  1983, Dr. Gayle-Ben-
nett rose through the ranks 
and held positions such 
as State Surgeon, Deputy 
Commander, and Chief 
Physician Assistant. In 
2019, she earned the Brig-
adier General (MA) rank 
due to her dedication and 
leadership. 

In 2022, the Massachu-
setts Legislature passed 
significant legislation re-
forming veterans’ gover-
nance, structure, and care 
at the two Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Homes in Holy-
oke and Chelsea. As part 
of these reforms, the Ex-
ecutive Office of Veterans’ 
Services was created, with 
the Deputy Secretary be-
ing appointed by the Sec-
retary. 

Andrea Gayle-Bennett appointed as the first Deputy 
Secretary of the Executive Office of Veterans’ Services

Andrea Gayle-Bennett.

Christie Getto Young, 
Senator DiDomenico’s 
Chief of Staff, Receives 
Legislative Staffer of the 
Year Award | Photo Re-
lease 

Last week, Senator 
Sal DiDomenico’s Chief 
of Staff, Christie Get-
to Young, was awarded 
Legislative Staffer of the 
Year by the Metropoli-
tan Area Planning Coun-
cil (MAPC). Christie has 
worked with DiDomenico 
and led his team for over 
13 years. She has men-
tored many staffers in the 

State House and dedicated 
her legislative efforts to 
helping children and fami-
lies throughout the Senate 
district and the Common-
wealth. People from in-
side and outside the State 
House have benefited 
from her leadership on so 
many issues that have pos-
itively impacted countless 
lives.

“I have relied on Chris-
tie throughout our time 
in the Senate and she is a 
trusted friend and confi-
dante,” said Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. “I cannot 
think of anyone more de-
serving of this award, and 
I want to thank MAPC for 
honoring Christie. She is 
respected and looked up 
to by so many people in 
the State House and in our 
communities.  We are for-
tunate to have her on our 
team, and our district is 
lucky to have her working 
on their behalf. Her work 
has made life better for 
people across Massachu-
setts and we are so proud 
of her. Congratulations 
again, Christie!”

CHRISTIE GETTO YOUNG RECEIVES LEGISLATIVE
STAFFER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Christie with her husband Josh and their two children, Eli 
and Emma.

Senator DiDomenico’s team left to right: Jim Henry, Sena-
tor Sal DiDomenico, Christie Getto Young, Ayla Thorntona, 
Eli Fenichel, Ellie Kim.

 Left to right: Lizzi Weyant (Deputy Executive Director 
of Public Affairs and Advocacy at MAPC), Christie Getto 
Young, Senator Sal DiDomenico, Marc Draisen (Executive 
Director of MAPC), Adam Chapdelaine (former Arlington 
Town Manager and current Deputy Director at the Boston 
Green Ribbon Commission).

By Adam Swift

City officials are taking 
steps to help ensure that 
small businesses thrive in 
Chelsea.

“As you know, improv-
ing the accessibility of 
resources for small busi-
nesses is a key goal in 
advancing equity and eco-
nomic growth,” said Alex 
Train, the city’s director 
of Housing and Commu-
nity Development. “We're 
pleased to present our re-
cently published small 
business resource guide, 

entitled Doing Business 
in Chelsea, an effort that 
strives to make it easier for 
small businesses to pros-
per in the community.”

The resource guide is 
designed to offer clear, 
predictable information to 
small businesses, and the 
guide illustrates the nec-
essary processes to estab-
lish, operate, and grow a 
small business in Chelsea. 

It's broken down by 
specific industries, captur-
ing the local and state cer-
tification, licensing, and 
permitting required for 

different business types, 
along with a wealth of re-
sources to support small 
businesses. 

There are Spanish and 
English versions of the 
guide that can be accessed 
at City Hall, or by con-
tacting Omar Miranda, 
Chelsea’s Small Business 
Development Specialist, 
at omiranda@chelseama.
gov or by calling 617-466-
4198. 

Additional assistance 
for small businesses that 
are either open or look-
ing to open in Chelsea 

can be found on the city’s 
website, under the small 
businesses section of the 
Housing and Community 
Development department. 
There is access to infor-
mation from the Small 
Business Administration, 
applications for a busi-
ness certificate and to the 
licensing commission, 
and a link to the Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce.

There is also a resource 
guide, small business 
technical assistance, and 
tips for saving energy and 
electricity.

Resource guide for small businesses 
available through City Hall 

DiGregorio Family owned + operated
tom digregorio • john digregorio  head mechanic paul florio

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

Free Estimates and Quotes Online!
john@broadway-motors.com

FULL SERVICE FULL SERVICE 
INSPECTION INSPECTION 

STATIONSTATION

OPEN MON - FRI   \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \ BROADWAYMOTORSREVERE.COM

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

SPRING ROAD TRIPSPRING ROAD TRIP
Get your car ready!Get your car ready!

Oils & Fluids • Breaks Oils & Fluids • Breaks 
Tires • StickersTires • Stickers
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LEGAL NOTICE

 
CHELSEA CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Wetland 
Protection Act, the 
Chelsea Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing on:
Tuesday, June 20, 2023, 
6:00 PM
via Zoom video confer-
ence
to review the Notice 
of Intent submitted 
by Alex Train, City of 
Chelsea Department of 
Housing & Community 
Development, to advance 
sediment cores within the 
Island End River and/or 
bank areas at low tide.  
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
meeting must communi-
cate with John DePriest 
at jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.
A copy of the Notice is 
available for review 
in the Department of 
Permitting and Land Use 
Planning, Rm 106, City 
Hall, during City Hall 

business hours.
Per Order
Stephen Sarikas
Chair

6/8/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU22O0987EA

Estate of:
Michael Chester
Szkolka
Also Known As:
Michael C.
Szkolka
Date of Death:
02/14/2022
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Mary C. Szkol-
ka of Woburn, MA.
A Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.
Mary C. Szkolka of 
Woburn, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 
serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the 

Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

6/08/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with 
Section 1.15, Part IV of 
the City of Chelsea ad-
ministrative code section 
22-64(b) Establishment 
of solid waste collection 
fees and section 30-65 
establishment of water, 
sewer & trash billing 
rates of the ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea 
on Wednesday, June 21, 
2023 at 6:00pm in the 
3rd floor Conference 
room regarding the 
following:
Public hearing for in-
terested residents, shall 
have an opportunity to 
be heard concerning 
the proposed increase 
of solid waste collection 
fees, and the proposed 
increase for water and 
sewer rates. 
The public is invited to 
attend.
Cate Fox-Lent
COMMISSIONER 

6/1/2023
6/8/2023

C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA
REQUEST 

FOR PROPOSALS
Social Services 
Referral and 

Case Management 
Program
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking Re-
quest for Proposals for 
“Social Services Referral 
and Case Management 
Program”.  
Request for Proposals 
will be available on or 
after June 1, 2023 by 
contacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at https://
www.chelseama.gov/de-
partments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Social Services Referral 
and Case Management 
Program” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no 
later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, June 15, 2023.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.

The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

6/8/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on May 22, 
2023, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders:
Ordered, that pursuant 
to Section 4-3(I) of the 
Chelsea City Charter, 
the Chelsea City Council 
approves the cost items 
set forth in the collective 
bargaining agreement 
negotiated with SEIU 
Local 888, memorialized 
in the Memorandum of 
Agreement for Fiscal 
Years 2024-2026.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 

209, Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

6/8/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE
Premises: 271 Washing-
ton Avenue, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts	
	
By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Jean 
P. Christophe to CitiBank, 
N.A., said mortgage dat-
ed January 17, 2014, and 
recorded in the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
in Book 52593 at Page 
52 and now held by Citi-
Mortgage, Inc. by virtue 
of an assignment from 
CitiBank, N.A. to CitiMort-
gage, Inc. dated August 
9, 2017 and recorded in 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 58370, 
Page 189 for breach of 
the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing 
the same, will be sold at 
Public Auction on July 17, 
2023 at 12:00 PM Local 
Time upon the premises, 
all and singular the 
premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:

Closing Date:January 
17, 2014
Property
Address: 271 Washington 
Avenue, Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts 02150
The land in Chelsea, 
Suffolk County, Massa-
chusetts, with the build-
ings thereon and being 
part of Lot 23 according 
to plan of the Chelsea 
Highlands laid out by 
John H. Cunningham 
dated October 31, 1860 
and recorded with Suf-
folk County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 766, Page 
209, bounded:
Southwesterly by Wash-
ington Avenue, sixty 
(60) feet; 
Southeasterly	
by Lot 21 on said plan, 
one hundred and six 
(106) feet; and 
Northeasterly	
by land now or late of 
brown, sixty (60) feet; 
and 
Northwesterly	
by Lot 25 on said plan, 
one hundred six (106) 
feet.
Containing six thousand 
three hundred and sixty 
(6,360) square feet.
For title reference see 
deed to mortgagors 
recorded herewith.
The description of the 
property that appears in 
the mortgage to be fore-
closed shall control in the 
event of a typographical 

error in this publication.
For Mortgagors’ Title see 
deed dated January 17, 
2014, and recorded in 
Book 52593 at Page 50 
with the Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds.
TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to 
all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, 
which take precedence 
over the said mortgage 
above described.
FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of 
the purchase price must 
be paid by a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check at the 
time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the 
purchase price shall be 
paid in cash, certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
sixty (60) days after the 
date of sale. 
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT  06032
Attorney for CitiMort-
gage, Inc. 
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage
(860) 677-2868

6/8/23, 6/15/23, 
6/22/23

C
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LANDSCAPING

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

ROOFING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

Jim Costello
LAWN CARE
617-962-5621

Reasonable
rates

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

LANDSCAPING

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

REGIS STUDENTS 
RECOGNIZED 
FOR ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE

Regis College an-
nounced those students 
named to the universi-
ty’s Dean’s List for the 
spring 2023 semester. To 
earn a spot on the Dean’s 
List, Regis sophomores, 
juniors, seniors, and pro-
fessional studies students 
must have a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher; first-year students 
must have a GPA of 3.25 

or higher. Additional crite-
ria can be found in Regis’ 
Academic Catalog.

“This noteworthy 
achievement is one that 
requires perseverance, 
determination, and criti-
cal focus - skills that will 
encourage your continued 
progress in your under-
graduate studies, career, 
and in life,” said Provost 
and Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs Mary Erina 
Driscoll, PhD.

Regis congratulates the 

following students named 
to the spring 2023 Dean’s 
List:

Emily Espina Miranda 
of Chelsea

Kassandra Marti-
nez-Rodas of Chelsea

Regis College is a coed 
university 12 miles west 
of Boston in Weston, 
Mass. founded by the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Bos-
ton. With over 3,200 un-
dergraduate, graduate, and 
doctoral students enrolled 
on campus and in fully 

online graduate programs, 
Regis provides an aca-
demically rigorous educa-
tion within the schools of 
nursing, arts and sciences, 
business and communica-
tion, and health sciences. 
In line with Regis’ mis-
sion of providing inno-
vative, industry-focused 
learning opportunities, 
the university offers aca-
demic partnerships with 
hospitals and local em-
ployers, a clinical dental 
center in Waltham, Mass., 

and bachelor’s completion 
and accelerated nursing 
programs at its campus 
in Lawrence, Mass. The 
university’s 20 NCAA Di-
vision III athletic teams 
compete within the Great 
Northeast Athletic Confer-
ence (GNAC). Regis edu-

cates the whole person, 
preparing our students to 
pursue excellence, to be-
come change agents in 
their own communities, 
and to serve and lead as 
advocates for a more just 
and compassionate global 
society.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 
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DEADLINES: For 
classified line ads, 
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Call 781-485-0588
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SELLING YOUR 
AUTO? Call for our 
4 week special! Call 
781-485-0588 or fax 
the ad to 781-485-
1403

PT SECRETARY - Mon.-Thurs. 
2-6PM, Sat. 8am-2pm. Fill in 
hours possible.
Good telephone manner, basic 
computer skills necessary. 
Apply in person or call 781-
284-4388
Join our “Pleasant Family”!
_________________

PT DRIVING INSTRUCTOR - Mon.- 
Thurs. 3-7PM & Sat. 9AM-1PM. 
Certified and CORIed or will 
train. Multi-lingual a plus. 
Apply in person or call 781-284-
4388  Pleasant Auto School, 
509 Broadway Revere. Join our 
“Pleasant Family”!

HELP WANTED PART TIME

HELP WANTED PCA
Personal Care Attendant
EVERETT - Personal Care Atten-
dant needed Fridays 3-7pm, 

Sat. & Sun. 8am-2pm
Please call Susan 617-389-6190
7/5

HELP WANTED PCA

REVERE APARTMENT Furnished 
1BR, walk in. No Smoking/

Pets. Util. incl. Security req’d 
781-853-8643

APARTMENT FOR RENT

For Advertising 
Rates, 
Call 

781-485-0588
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Special to the Journal 

Three leaders in the ef-
fort to end homelessness 
were recently honored by 
the Massachusetts Hous-
ing and Shelter Alliance 
(MHSA) at its annual 
Home for Good fundrais-
er and award ceremony 
at WBUR’s CitySpace on 
Thursday, May 11. During 
the Home for Good 2023 
event, MHSA recognized 
Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz, House Ways 
& Means Chair (Democrat 
– 3rd Suffolk District), 
real estate entrepreneur 
James V. D’Amico, Jr. of 
Century 21 North East and 
NewFed Mortgage, and 
Dr. Danna Mauch, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Massachu-
setts Association for Men-
tal Health (MAMH), for 
their efforts to end home-
lessness in the Common-
wealth.

• House Ways & Means 
Chair Aaron Michlewitz 
was the recipient of the 

Canon Brian S. Kelley 
Public Servant Award. 
Chair Michlewitz was 
born, raised and lives in 
Boston’s historic North 
End, part of the district 
he proudly represents to-
day. A graduate of North-
eastern University, Chair 
Michlewitz is widely rec-
ognized as an active and 
engaged ally of those ex-
periencing homelessness 
and a strong partner of 
the nonprofit community 
organizations that serve 
this vulnerable popula-
tion.  Like Canon Kelley, 
Chair Michlewitz has 
worked tirelessly to create 
a more just and equitable 
Commonwealth.

• James V. D’Amico, 
Jr. received the Bob Ray 
Partnership Award which 
recognizes people who 
apply business principles 
to ending homelessness. 
D’Amico first joined forc-
es with MHSA in 2008 
with the launch of its per-
manent supportive hous-
ing program, Journey to 

Success, which sought out 
landlords in Chelsea and 
Revere to lease apartments 
to MHSA for individuals 
with disabling conditions 
experiencing long-term 
homelessness. He recently 
has worked in partnership 
with MHSA and Bay Cove 
Human Services to reno-
vate his property in Chel-
sea to provide expanded 
and improved permanent 
housing and supportive 
services.

• Danna Mauch, Ph.D., 
was presented with the 
Rep. Byron Rushing 
Commitment to Hous-
ing Award, which ac-
knowledges people and 
organizations working to 
provide innovative alter-
natives to homelessness. 
Dr. Mauch is dedicated 
to the MAMH mission – 
eliminating stigma and 
discrimination to ensure 
full social, economic, 
and political inclusion for 
people at risk for or liv-
ing with behavioral health 
conditions. Her advocacy 

has resulted in housing 
resources and services for 
those coping with mental 
illness, resulting in fewer 
people falling into home-
lessness. By focusing on 
best practices in housing, 
she has helped create safe 
havens for those experi-

encing homelessness.
“Our 2023 honorees 

have worked tirelessly to 
improve the lives of the 
most vulnerable among 
us,” said Joyce Tavon, 
MHSA Chief Executive 
Officer. “Their commit-
ment to social justice, 

equity, and innovation in 
housing is unwavering. 
We value their persistence 
and their partnership and 
recognize Chair Aar-
on Michlewitz, Danna 
Mauch, and Jim D’Amico 
for their service.”

Mass. Housing and Shelter Alliance honors three leaders working to end homelessness
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Joyce Tavon, MHSA’s Chief Executive Officer, Jim D’Amico, recipient of the Bob Ray Partner-
ship Award, Dr. Danna Mauch recipient of the Rep. Byron Rushing Commitment to Housing 
Award, State Representative Aaron Michlewitz, House Ways & Means Chair (Democrat – 
3rd Suffolk District), recipient of the Canon Brian S. Kelley Public Servant Award, and Ben 
Josephson, Chair of MHSA’s Board of Directors. 

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

The East Boston Neighborhood Health Center’s Let’s 
Get Movin’ New Balance Initiative is a program pro-
moting healthy living for the people of East Boston. 
They held their annual 5K For Fitness, encouraging all 
to participate by running or walking the East Boston 
Greenway.  

THE EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER’S LET’S GET MOVIN’ 5K RUN

EBNHC worker Dorothy Chen runs with her sister Lillian.

Abi Martinez gets triumphant in her run as she passes by.

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center Program Coor-
dinator Cristina Weddle, Clerk of the Board Of Directors 
Jennifer Blanco and her husband Tony with Boston City 
Councilor Gabriela “Gigi” Coletta.

Allyson and Angie Perez who are cheering their aunt Abi 
Martinez on.

Ashley Doyle, Will Hunt, and Bradley Spence take a breath-
er after crossing the Finish Line. 

Ruth Hanno gets excited as she nears the Finish Line. 

Beatriz Meza-Valencia runs with her teammate Lusa.Beatriz Meza-Valencia runs with her teammate Lusa.

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center President and 
CEO Greg Wilmot with his daughters Rowmina and Eva.

 John Dunn Jr (center) ran with help from his parents John 
and Kristen.

 Dalton Caudill was the first to cross the finish line.

 The Start Line is filled with participants of the Let’s Get Movin’ 5k.

 And they’re off...
EBNHC Sports and Fitness 
Coordinator Kevin Sinatra 
gets everyone ready for the 
start of the 5K.

 East Boston Neigborhood Health Center 
Health Coordinator Isabela Portugal perch-
es up on a lamppost at the Start Line. 

Kailany, Aldany, and Anna Chavez finished 
the 5k together as a family. 
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The Chelsea LGBTQ 
Coalition presented Chel-

sea Pride 2023 on June 3 
at Chelsea Square Park.

Chelsea Police Sgt. Star 
Chung served as emcee 
of the event that has been 
held annually in June, 
which is National Pride 
Month.

Revere Council-
or-at-Large Steven Mora-
bito, who is a candidate 
for mayor, delivered the 
keynote address.

The assemblage en-
joyed a spirited perfor-
mance by Lakia Mondale, 
drag performer.

Despite the inclement 
weather, a sizable crowd 
attended Chelsea Pride 
2023, which concluded 
with the raising of Pride 
flag in Chelsea Square.

Join our
Americorps

Service
Team

As an AmeriCorps Primary Care Connector 
you can make a profound impact on the 
lives of underserved individuals, acting 
as an extension of the clinical team to 
help patients thrive in our community. 

Learn more:

EBNHC prohibits all forms of discrimination and harassment based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, religion, 
sexual orientation, disability, gender identity or expression, political affiliation, marital or parental status, pregnancy, reprisal, 

genetic information. Reasonable accommodation will be provided as needed for applications, interviews, and service.

A HOT 
NUTRITIOUS
MEAL

If you or a loved one, are 
60 years or older, and are 
interested in learning more 
about free home-delivered 
meals and other services that 
provide support in the home, 
please contact Ethos.

• Home Delivered Meals
• Home Care
• Wellness Classes
• Mental Health

IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

617.477.6606  |  ETHOCARE.ORG

CHELSEA LGBTQ COALITION PRESENTS CHELSEA PRIDE 2023

The Pride flag is raised on 
the flagpole in Chelsea 
Square Park.

District 2 Councilor Melinda Vega Maldonado, School Com-
mittee Chair Kelly Garcia, and District 7 Councilor Tanairi 
Garcia.

Event Coordinator Matt Frank with his sister, Brigitte De-
Veau, and her sons, Dylan, Ryan, and Aiden.

District 7 Councilor Tanairi Garcia, Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Naomi Zabot, Deb Zabot (holding canine 
friend, Foxy), and School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia.

Sylvia Bortz, and Deputy Stacey Wood and Sgt. Holly Nel-
son of the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department.Renee Pilotte and April Swartz.

Pictured at Chelsea Pride 2023 at Chelsea Square Park are (front row) Chelsea Police Sgt. Star 
Chung and event coordinator April Swartz. Back row, from left, are event coordinator Pepper 
Fee, keynote speaker Steven Morabito, event coordinator Matt Frank, District 8 Councilor 
Calvin T. Brown, and Chelsea Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell.

Pictured at the Chelseea LGBTQ Coalition’s Chelsea Pride 2023 event last Saturday are, 
from left, Matt Frank, City Council President Leo Robinson, District 2 Councilor Melinda 
Vega Maldonado, School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia, District 7 Councilor Tanairi Garcia, 
and District 8 Councilor Calvin T. Brown.

Event emcee Star Chung and event coordi-
nator Matt Frank welcome keynote speaker 
Steven Morabito from neighboring Revere 
to Chelsea.

Performers at Chelsea Pride 2023, Buffy 
Halliwell (left) and Lakia Mondale (right).

Richard Bosworth, Revere Councilor-at-Large Steven Morabito, Chelsea Pride 2023 Coordi-
nator Matt Frank, State Rep. Judith Garcia, and Coordinator Pepper Fee.


