
By Cary Shuman

La Colaborativa Ex-
ecutive Director Gladys 
Vega was everywhere 
over the past two years 
helping Chelsea residents 
during the unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Chelsea reached out to 
Vega and La Colaborativa, 
and they delivered during 
a time when the communi-
ty was in crisis.

Gov. Charlie Baker 
lauded Vega during his 
State of the Common-
wealth Address. Sens. 
Edward J. Markey and 
Elizabeth Warren visited 
Chelsea to lend federal 
support to Vega’s incredi-
ble work in food distribu-
tion, housing placement, 
and so many other vital 
services. City Manag-
er Thomas Ambrosino, 
Council President Roy 
Avellaneda and others 
stood side by side by with 
Vega in the daily challeng-
es.

The Boston Globe hon-
ored Vega as one of its 
“Bostonians of the Year.” 
This Saturday, Vega will 
receive a special recogni-
tion award at State Sen. 
Sal DiDomenico’s St. Pat-
rick’s Day Dinner.

Can you say standing 
ovation?

And now Gladys Vega 
and La Colaborativa Chief 
Operating Officer Dinany-
ili Del Carmen Paulino 

are planning something 
extraordinary: the opening 
of the Chelsea Survival 
Center.

The Center, located on 
Sixth Street, is under con-
struction and July 1 is the 
target date for completion.

The Center will be a 
one-stop base of assis-
tance for residents in need 
of any of a multitude of 
services or programs.

Currently at its Broad-

way offices, La Colabora-
tive provides help in such 
areas as translation ser-
vices, filling out immigra-
tion documents, requests 
for Mass Health coverage, 
and consultations on do-
mestic violence issues.

“People are coming 
here for help in all these 
different issues,” said Pau-
lino. 

By Adam Swift

Women’s History 
Month has an even greater 
significance for the Chel-
sea City Council this year.

For the first time in 
its history, nearly half of 
the body is comprised of 
women, with five women 
councillors.

On Monday night, those 
five councillors – Melinda 
Vega Maldonado, Norieliz 
De Jesus, Tanairi Garcia, 
Judith Garcia, and Damali 
Vidot – introduced a reso-
lution marking Women’s 
History Month. 

“Among the many abil-
ities and strengths we hold 
as women, the one I ad-
mire the most is the ability 
to build and shape the fu-
ture here in Chelsea,” said 
De Jesus. “I’m not just 

talking about motherhood, 
I’m talking about the sis-
ters, I’m talking about the 
grandmothers, the men-
tors, the social workers. 
My whole life, I have been 
guided by empowering 
women in Chelsea, from 
my own mother to my 
mentor of over 14 years, 
Gladys Vega.”

De Jesus, who attended 
Monday night’s meeting 
while holding her new-
born daughter, added that 
local businesses, organi-
zations, and government 
agencies need to step up 
to the plate to help women 
succeed.

“Let’s not just celebrate 
women this month, let’s 
support them as they re-
enter the workforce,” she 
said.

Maldonado noted how 

many women made sacri-
fices to help the city during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Maldonado also recog-
nized her mother, Gladys 
Vega, who is the executive 
director of La Colaborati-
va.

“She is a tremendous 
leader and a pillar in the 
community of Chelsea,” 
said Maldonado. “She 
lives and breathes fighting 
for human rights, thank 
you for all you do.”

Tanairi Garcia thanked 
her mother, grandmother, 
and other family members 
for their strength and be-
lief.

“Ladies, today we cel-
ebrate you,” she said. “If 
you have a dream, fight, be 
strong, and go for it. Love 
the woman you are today, 
tomorrow, and always.”

Judith Garcia men-
tioned the many women in 
Chelsea, past and present, 
who have helped to make 
the city a better place.

“I think of all the wom-
en to this day who con-
tinue to be the economic 
engine of this communi-
ty,” she said. “The wom-
en who clean the offices 
in Boston and keep those 
places running. I think 
about the women who are 
dying to continue to serve 
on our boards and com-
missions who we barely 
see and get to recognize 
because we don’t have to 
elect them, but they take 
the time out of their day 
to serve, and they do it for 
free, because they want to 
create a brighter Chelsea.

By Adam Swift

Future development 
of the Market Basket site 
continues to be a concern 
for Councillor-At-Large 
Leo Robinson.

Last month, Robinson 
requested that City Man-
ager Thomas Ambrosino 
update the council on fu-
ture development plans at 
the Everett Avenue site. 
The request came in the 
wake of the Licensing 
Commission approving a 
liquor license for a pack-
age store next to the exist-
ing supermarket that will 
be operated by Market 
Basket.

“We did have a meet-
ing with Market Basket’s 
development team in ear-
ly February,” Ambrosino 
stated in a letter read to the 
council at Monday night’s 
meeting. “We impressed 
upon Market Basket that 
the City desired substantial 
redevelopment of the site. 
Unfortunately, although 
Market Basket indicated 
that such development 
was in its future plans, the 
company did not commit 
to any timeframe.

“The only immediate 
development the company 
plans to pursue is a small 
liquor store addition to the 
current supermarket build-
ing.”

Robinson noted that 
Market Basket has moved 
ahead with new liquor 
stores in several other 
communities, and add-
ed that what they want to 
build is not exactly small.

“They want to build a 
20,000-square-foot build-
ing in Chelsea,” said Rob-
inson. “My concern is this 
is going to hurt our local 
businesses who have li-
quor licenses. The aisles 
of the liquor stores are 
much larger than any busi-
ness we have here.”

Robinson said he hopes 
Market Basket will even-
tually come forward with 
a design so it can expand 
its properties and the city 
can establish a more lucra-
tive real estate tax coming 
from Market Basket.

District 6 Councillor 
Giovanni Recupero asked 
Ambrosino what the city 
could do if Market Basket 
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By Adam Swift

While mask mandates 
have been lifted in a num-
ber of neighboring com-
munities, students in Chel-
sea public schools will be 
required to wear masks for 
a while longer.

At last week’s School 
Committee meeting, Su-
perintendent of Schools 
Dr. Almi Abeyta recom-
mended lifting the mask 
mandate effective March 
14. Abeyta cited declin-
ing Covid numbers in the 
city, and said the addition-
al week would give the 
schools time to help pre-
pare students and staff.

But several School 
Committee members ex-
pressed hesitancy at lifting 
the mandate at the current 
time.

Committee member Ro-
berto Jimenez Rivera said 
many households have 
young children who are 
not eligible to be vacci-
nated or immuno-compro-
mised family members.

“People are trying to 

move to the pandemic 
being over, but there are 
still many people testing 
positive every day,” said 
Jimenez Rivera.

He said the district 
should not be lifting the 
mask mandate for polit-
ical reasons. The state’s 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE) ruled that districts 
could discontinue mask 
policies as of Feb. 28.

Jimenez Rivera said he 
would like to see the mask 
policy remain in place 
through the end of the 
school year, and if Covid 
numbers remain low over 
the spring and summer, do 
away with the policy in 
the fall at the beginning of 
the new school year.

School Committee 
member Jeannette Velez 
said she is in favor of lift-
ing the mask mandate, 
noting that the mask man-
date in the city was lifted 
as of March 4.

“Since DESE made 

Mask mandate 
for schools 
remains in place

Council continues to 
have concerns over 
Market Basket property

Pictured are Chelsea Councillors Norieliz De Jesus, Judith Garcia, Tanairi Garcia, and Melinda Vega Maldonado. Damali 
Vidot was absent from Monday night’s meeting.

City Council recognizes Women’s History Month

See MASKS  Page 2

La Colaborativa leaders Gladys Vega and Dinanyili Paulino don construction hats at the 
site of La Colaborativa’s new Chelsea Survival Center that is slated to open this summer.

La Colaborativa’s mission continues
Vega, Paulino plan for opening of new Chelsea Survival Center 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee is closing in on its 
goal of making final rec-
ommendations to the City 
Council on the spending 
priorities for $15 million 
in federal Covid relief 
funds.

The committee held 
a public input forum on 
spending priorities last 
week, and this week, the 
City Council heard about 
the current spending pri-
orities being recommend-
ed by the committee.

“At the end of the day, 
Chelsea got over $40 mil-
lion in American Rescue 
Plan Act money,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “It was really 
a once in a lifetime infu-
sion of federal assistance 
to the city.”

About $25 million of 
that money will be used 
to help the municipal gov-
ernment restore money 
that was lost due to the 
Covid pandemic. Am-
brosino said most of that 
chunk of money will be 
earmarked for capital im-
provement projects in the 
city. The people of Chel-
sea are helping the city de-
termine how best to spend 
the remaining $15 million 
through the advisory com-
mittee.

Over the past six to sev-
en months, the committee 
has prioritized spending 
initiatives in six differ-
ent categories, including 
small business, workforce 
development, housing, 
food security, mental and 
behavioral health, and en-
vironmental health.

The input from last 
week’s community meet-
ing and from the City 
Council will be con-
sidered as the advisory 
committee drafts its final 
recommendations, ac-
cording to Mo Barbosa, a 
committee facilitator from 
Boston-based Health Re-
sources in Action.

Several hundred people 

attended last week’s pub-
lic forum, and the input 
from the attendees is still 
being tabulated, Barbosa 
said.

“We are in the home-
stretch and we are going 
to be reviewing the results 
from the public meeting 
and any of the comments 
(from the council) and 
putting them into a final 
prioritization of the strate-
gies,” said Barbosa.

While the advisory 
committee can make rec-
ommendations on the 
spending strategies, the 
final say on how the mon-
ey is spent within those 
frameworks will come 
down to the City Council 
and administration.

During Monday night’s 
subcommittee on confer-
ence meeting, the coun-
cil made it through about 
half of the recommended 
spending priorities. The 
committee is expected to 
meet next week to take up 
the remaining categories.

In the category of small 
business, the advisory 
group has identified creat-
ing a streamlined process 
to help small businesses 
navigate red tape as the 
top priority.

That could be accom-
plished by a dedicated 
staff member in City Hall, 
or through several existing 
staff members dedicating 
time to issues of small 
business development, 
according to Alexander 
Train, the city’s housing 
and economic develop-
ment director.

“Participants in our fo-
cus groups are looking for 
a central hub where small 
business owners and en-
trepreneurs can come to 
City Hall to receive that 
type of business advice, 
technical assistance, and 
ongoing support,” said 
Train.

Other high priorities for 
the business category in-
clude supporting at-home 
daycares as small busi-
nesses and providing ac-

cess to programs and sup-
port, and providing direct 
cash infusions to small 
businesses. Train said the 
cash infusions could be 
used for rent, operating 
costs, payroll, inventory, 
or other costs for strug-
gling businesses.

District 1 Councillor 
Todd Taylor asked how 
detailed the data were 
concerning the number 
of struggling businesses 
in the city, and how they 
could benefit from the 
ARPA funds.

“I think you need to do 
some of that homework in 
order to really try to get 
that target of how much 
goes where,” said Tay-
lor. “You’re kind of just 
throwing it out there. I 
don’t mean to be a stickler, 
but it just seems to me that 
if we are going to spend 
millions of dollars trying 
to help people, we really 
should try to invest some 
of that money … to find 
out where we are at and 
what needs to be done and 
who needs to be helped.”

Train said the advisory 
committee has analyzed 
state and federal data on 
business closures, includ-
ing closures by business 
sectors and jobs lost by 
business closure. Howev-
er, he said the amount of 
help needed by businesses 
is not necessarily reported 
in the same way and can 
be harder to measure.

In the category of work-
force development, some 
of the priorities noted by 
the advisory committee 
include increasing work-
force development op-
portunities for those most 
in need, such as the un-
documented and students, 
and providing subsidized 
training in critical areas.

In the housing catego-
ry, top priorities include 
increasing equitable hous-
ing opportunities based on 
resident need and increas-
ing construction of afford-
able and mixed-income 
housing.

ARPA advisory group gets final rounds of input
the announcement, I did 
get phone calls from par-
ents saying that they were 
ready to lift the mask 
mandate,” said Velez. “I 
am for lifting the mask 
mandate. The city of Chel-
sea and the public schools 
have done a great job re-
sponding to Covid.”

Committee member 
Naomi Zabot asked Abey-
ta what her reasoning was 
behind requesting lifting 
the mask mandate.

Abeyta said the district 
has always been cautious 
when dealing with the 
pandemic. She said the de-
cision was made because 
school officials looked at 
the science showing Chel-
sea with a current positivi-
ty rate at 1 percent.

Abeyta also noted that 
students and staff would 
have the option to wear 
masks if they so choose.

“The last thing I want 
to do is put people some-
where so they are feeling 
unsafe,” said Abeyta. “We 
don’t move forward as a 
community unless we feel 
it is the right thing to do.”

The superintendent said 
she did hear the hesitancy 
on the part of some School 
Committee members to 
lift the mandate, and rec-
ommended tabling the is-
sue until a future meeting.

School Committee 
member Ana Hernandez 
said a special meeting on 
the issue could be held be-
fore the School Commit-
tee’s next regularly sched-

uled meeting in April.
In other business, the 

committee approved the 
transfer of $1.1 million 
from benefits and payroll 
adjustments to the facili-
ties and transportation ac-
count to help with expens-
es in that department.

The committee also 
amended the non-bar-
gaining salary and wage 
schedules for 2021-22 for 
salaried positions. Since 
the district has settled all 
contracts, the recommend-
ed modification to the pay 
structure for salaried posi-
tions will help the district 
remain competitive when 
hiring for non-union posi-
tions.

decides not to do anything 
with its property.

“The city’s leverage 
with respect to Market 
Basket is no better than 
it is with any private 
owner of property,” said 
Ambrosino. “We can 
nudge them, we can try 
to entice them, but at the 
end of the day, we don’t 
have much direct ability 

to control what a private 
property owner does on 
its private property. The 
ultimate leverage a city 
has is to take property by 
eminent domain when it 
doesn’t get what it wants, 
but that is a harsh tool, I 
would never recommend 
it in these circumstances, 
so for the most part, most 
municipal governments 

have very little ability to 
control what happens on 
private property.”

Ambrosino said the city 
tries to encourage devel-
opers through tools like 
zoning relief and econom-
ic support, but said that 
private property is exclu-
sively under the control of 
the private owners.
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HARRISON FAMILY 
WILL HOLD 
CELEBRATION OF 
LIFE FOR LORIS 
HARRISON AND 
LISA HARRISON 
MARCH 19

The Harrison Family 
will be holding a Celebra-
tion of Life for Loris Har-
rison and Lisa Harrison 
on Saturday, March 19 at 
11 a.m. at the Woodlawn 
Cemetery.

Following the ceremo-
ny, the family welcome 
family and friends to a 
gathering at the Polish Po-
litical Club on Broadway, 
Chelsea.

O’REGAN 
ANNOUNCES 
RETURN OF 
CHELSEA YOUTH 
BASEBALL AND 
SOFTBALL LEAGUE

Chelsea Youth Base-
ball/Softball President 
Shawn O’Regan has an-
nounced that baseball and 
softball are returning for 
the 2022 season.

Registration is free.
The organization offers 

the following programs: 
T-Ball (ages 4-6 years old)

Minor League (7-9 
years-old)

Major League (10-14 
years-old)

Girls Softball (10-14 
years old)

Registration sessions 
are every Friday, from 
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and 
Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m., at the Williams 
School.

Parents must bring a 
copy of their child’s birth 
certificate at the time of 
sign-ups.

Anyone interested in 
coaching may come to any 
of the registration sessions 
and fill out an application.

You can also find us 
on Facebook at Chelsea 
Baseball/Softball or call 
Shawn O’Regan at 857-
258-5551.

Local Announcements

Empowering residents
Paulino said La Colab-

orativa came to the re-
alization “that we really 
needed to have a system 
where we were able to 
triage emergency, but we 
were not going to be the 
emergency-provider orga-
nization.”

“Part of the goal of our 
organization was to cre-
ate systematic change to 
empower our community, 
but for that, we needed to 
ensure that they were eco-
nomically stable and have 
a path for economic mo-
bility,” said Paulino.

Residents were facing 
challenges even before 
the pandemic, said Vega. 
Issues ranged from par-
ents not having money for 
items for their young chil-
dren to residents needing 
shelter because they had 
been locked out of their 
apartments.

Addressing the needs 
of residents

La Colaborativa offi-
cials felt it had to build 
“the pillars to address the 
immediate needs of resi-
dents, but also to provide 
sustainable program ini-
tiative such as workforce 
development.”

The agency expand-
ed its youth development 
programs year-round to 
complement the more 
than 200 youths who par-

ticipate in the summer 
program. Literacy class-
es, ESL classes, comput-
er classes, job placement 
programs, and job reten-
tion programs remain in 
high demand and are be-
ing implemented.

Chelsea Survival 
Center being built

Vega and Paulino 
toured the construction 
site Monday and the reno-
vation of the multi-faceted 
Chelsea Survival Center is 
happening fast.

Outside the construc-
tion site, La Colaborati-
va is still providing food 
packages for residents 
three times a week. 

Inside the Center there 
is a buzz of activity, some 
of which, like the plans for 
a large community room – 
where Chelsea organiza-
tions will be able to host 
functions – are creating 
much excitement.

Vega said one area of 
the Survival Center will 
be reserved for a kitchen 
and culinary arts training 
program where residents 
will learn from profes-
sional instructors and train 
for jobs in the hospitality 
industry.

“We are being very 
creative and everything 
we are doing is very in-
tentional in order to make 
sure we are meeting the 
community needs where 

they are,” said Vega.
The Survival Center 

will allow residents to 
have all their concerns ad-
dressed in one centralized 
location.

“We will be a one-stop 
place where for example, 
we can assess a family’s 
situation, build a resume, 
and help a person on their 
path to employment,” said 
Vega. “In the building 
(next door to the Center), 
we will provide wrap-
around services so that 
a person can have eco-
nomic freedom. Our ideal 
situation is that we don’t 
have people depending on 
services – that we build 
a person’s skills so well 
that you don’t depend on 
us anymore, because you 
learn English, you know 
your rights, and you have 
a good-paying job, so you 
don’t have three jobs to 
make one decent salary.” 

Looking back at the 
past two years, Vega not-
ed that La Colaborativa 
was not alone among local 
agencies helping residents 
overcome the obstacles 
caused by the pandemic. 
Vega cited the outstanding 
work that was done daily 
by CAPIC and its exec-
utive director Richelle 
Cromwell, “who have 
been a great partner in our 
community.”

Center/ Continued from page 1
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                 PRICE   	

Budhathoki, Om S	 Pearce, Alpha K	 11 Cheever St             	 $459,000  

Croteau, Briana       	 Alfaro, Roman A	 61 Blossom St #B   	 $310,000

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time to sell, prices are high, rates are 
low. List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488

Special to the Record

Chelsea Black Com-
munity (CBC) President 
Joan Cromwell thanked 
the city for its support in 
celebrating Black History 
Month in the following 
statement:

“Thank you, Gracias!
Celebrating Black His-

tory Month with our com-
munity gets bigger, better, 
and more integrated every 
year. CBC is humbled by 
the ‘all-in’ participation 
from individuals in our 
city as well as folks from 
as far as Virginia.

It is important to set 
an example from the top, 
starting from our City 
Council, to our City Man-
ager, Tom Ambrosino, to 
our local organizations, 
to our residents. Repre-
sentation at the state level 
was also noted at sever-
al of our virtual events. I 
believe the outstanding 

support reflects what our 
organization works hard 
to maintain: full, uncondi-
tional inclusion and sup-
port for all residents in our 
BIPOC city.

BHM Chelsea Trail-
blazer recognition is one 
of the most prestigious 
and celebrated in our 
community. Throughout 
the month of February, the 
red carpet is rolled out for 
these unsung heroes that 
make our community a 
better place for residents 
to thrive, focusing on the 
wellness of individuals, 
groups, and neighbor-
hoods. They deserve a lot 
more than a month long of 
recognition.

On that note, we are 
preparing for an in-per-
son, live event. Yes, save 
the date, mark your cal-
endar for our Juneteenth 
Outdoor Celebration. As 
with all our events, the fo-

cus will be on communi-
ty, we will pick up where 
we left off in continuing 
to celebrate the Chelsea 
Trailblazer.

Chelsea Black Com-
munity is so grateful for 
the five-star support from 
the Chelsea Record, Cary 
Shuman, City Manag-
er Tom Ambrosino, Sen. 
Sal DiDomenico, Rep. 
Dan Ryan, Rep. Jessica 
Giannino, our sister and 
partner community or-
ganizations, the Rev. Dr. 
Raymond Hammond, the 
Rev. Dr. George Walters 
Sleyon, Mr. Ron Rob-
inson, Candace Perez, 
Dr. Nnamdi Amaechina, 
Chelsea Public Library, 
and all the participants 
in the month-long virtual 
events.

A special thank you to 
our sponsors. 

CBC is forever grate-
ful.”

CBC President Joan Cromwell thanks Chelsea for 
its support of Black History Month Celebration 

1005 Broadway offers 38 affordable homes for families at the border between Chelsea 
and Revere and on the edge of Mill Creek. The Neighborhood Developers is working with 
Traggorth Companies to create this building, along with associated community space 
including a pocket park and creek walk to serve residents and neighbors.
Applications for the units at 1005 Broadway are now open! Applications will be accepted 
at Winn Residential, 4 Gerrish Ave Rear, Chelsea, MA 02150 in person until May 20th, 2022 
at 4:00 PM. Applications will be accepted by mail at the same location, and must be post-
marked by May 20. Applications may also be emailed in to 1005broadway@winnco.com. 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

ARLINGTON 
CATHOLIC HS 
HONOR ROLL

Chelsea residents Mi-
chelle Coreas and Kelly 
Nguyen were both named 
to the second quarter Hon-
or Roll at Arlington Cath-
olic  High School.  The 
students need to  receive 
grades of B or better in all 
classes.

REGIS STUDENTS 
MAKE THE   
DEAN’S LIST

Regis College is 
pleased to announce that 
516 students made the 
Dean’s List for academic 
achievement for the 2021 
fall semester. 

* Jaqueline Lopreto, 
of Chelsea is among the 
students who made the 
Dean’s List. Lopreto is in 
the class of 2023.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List as a senior, ju-
nior or sophomore at Re-
gis, a student must have a 

semester grade point aver-
age (GPA) of at least 3.50. 
For first-year students, a 
semester GPA of at least 
3.25 must be attained.

“I am very pleased to 
see so many of our stu-
dents excelling across the 
university,” said Regis 
College Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, Mary 
Erina Driscoll, PhD. “The 
Dean’s List and the di-
versity of academic dis-
ciplines speak to a ded-
icated student body and 
to a faculty that promotes 
intellectual curiosity and 
achievement.”

Regis College is a 
coed, Catholic university 
12 miles west of Boston 
in Weston, Mass. With 
over 3,000 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and doc-
toral students enrolled on 
campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis 
provides an academically 
rigorous education with-
in the schools of nursing, 
arts and sciences, busi-
ness and communication, 
and health sciences. The 

Young School of Nurs-
ing at Regis has consis-
tently been recognized 
by the National League 
of Nursing as a Center of 
Excellence in Nursing Ed-
ucation. In line with Re-
gis’ mission of providing 
innovative, industry-fo-
cused learning opportuni-
ties, the university offers 
academic partnerships 
with hospitals and lo-
cal employers, a clinical 
dental center in Waltham, 
Mass., and bachelor’s 
completion and acceler-
ated nursing programs at 
its campus in Lawrence, 
Mass. The university’s 20 
NCAA Division III athlet-
ic teams compete within 
the Great Northeast Ath-
letic Conference (GNAC). 
Inspired by the social jus-
tice values of its founders, 
the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Boston, Regis engag-
es with service initiatives 
within the local commu-
nity and around the world. 
Visit 

https://www.regiscol-
lege.edu/ to learn more.
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SEND US YOUR 
NEWS

The Record encourages 
residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  

Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases 
and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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Guest Op-Ed

Is Vladimir Putin the Devil?
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

There is nothing good 
to be said about the Devil. 
If you don’t believe me, 
check out Bible. Or, just 
turn on the television for 
a reporting of the evil he 
spreads throughout the 
world.  You will likely see 
his picture, Vladimir Pu-
tin, the President of Rus-
sia. 

Some people say they 
don’t believe in the exis-
tence of the Devil. I do, 
his name is Vladimir Pu-
tin. 

Look at the face of 
Putin. You will see the 
Devil. Look at his dark 
eerie eyes and his pointed 
ears. When he attempts 
to smile, you’ll notice his 
tongue rolls out like a ser-
pent’s. His smile is nev-
er genuine but is always 
forced as he has no heart 

to produce any kind of a 
human gesture. The head 
of Putin is shaped like 
a Devil’s head. The one 
thing you’ll never see is 
his rear end because his 
long tail gives his identity 
away. 

The appearance of Pu-
tin unfortunately is not 
what gives his identity 
away. The lifelong actions 
of Putin give him away. 
He is the chief producer of 
the slaughter of hundreds 
of thousands of Ukrai-
nians and possibly mil-
lions before this invasion 
is over, if it’s ever over. 
Anyone who can take the 
lives of innocent people 
simply because he wants 
to control a particular part 
of the world is again, evil. 

Putin wants the 
Ukrainian people to live 
like Russia’s people and 
to control their lives, their 

government, what they do 
and where they go. He is 
our modern-day Adolph 
Hitler. There is nothing 
good to say about him. 

The Devil wants to con-
trol our lives. He wants to 
bring us down to where 
we are under his domin-
ion. He wants our lives 
to be filled with darkness, 
hopelessness and bound to 
his wishes. We see this in 
everyday life. People are 
in slavery to addiction, 
greed, perversions, hatred, 
jealousy, depression and 
more. We war within our-
selves but our inward war 
often turns outward and 
impacts people around us. 
People kill people. Peo-
ple hurt people. People 
maim others with words 
and attitudes and actions 
that often destroy them-
selves and others. This is 
the work of the Devil. He 

is about devouring and de-
stroying. He often comes 
across as an angel of light. 
He pretends he wants us 
to be fulfilled by not be-
ing denied anything. This 
is how the serpent ap-
proached Eve in the Bi-
ble.    The Devil still uses 
this trick all the time and 
it still works much of the 
time. 

Is Putin the real liter-
al Devil? You judge for 
yourself or ask someone 
from Ukraine. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Is-
sues and Common Sense 
opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each 
week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs 
across the United States.

PUTIN: PURE EVIL 

As regular readers of this column know, we do not 
view events in terms of “good vs. evil.”

Over the years, we have referred to tobacco companies, 
polluters, et als as greedy and despicable, but describing 
them as “evil-doers,” as former President George W. 
Bush did in referring to the plotters behind the 9/11 at-
tacks, or labeling Iraq, Iran, and No. Korea as the “axis of 
evil,” as Bush did in his 2002 State of the Union speech, 
always struck us as an overly-simplistic way to refer to 
those with whom we disagree, a verbal short-cut to avoid 
trying to explain complex matters.

But sometimes words cannot be found to discuss 
events for which there is no rational explanation. The 
more we try, the more we realize that sometimes, words 
are nothing more than hollow, shallow, and meaningless 
keystrokes on our laptops.

The actions of Hitler and the Nazis before and during 
WWII fit into this category.

And so too, is the tragedy that is unfolding hour-by-
hour in Ukraine, where the civilian population is being 
wiped out by the whims of a semi-mad and sociopathic 
70 year-old dictator.

Evil -- pure “evil” -- is the only word that comes to 
mind when we think of Vladimir Putin.

That’s all we’ve got. But that says it all.

ENERGY RELIEF IS NEEDED -- 
SUSPEND THE GASOLINE TAX 

Other than a couple of on-air Fox TV personalities, the 
vast majority of Americans are outraged about the situa-
tion in Ukraine.

But there isn’t much that we in the U.S. can do about it 
directly, whether individually (unless we want to join the 
Ukrainian army) or collectively (unless we want to start a 
nuclear World War III).

Yes, the U.S. is working with other nations in supply-
ing weapons and humanitarian aid to Ukraine. We also 
have imposed unprecedented and devastating economic 
sanctions upon Russia that already are wreaking havoc 
with the Russian economy.

But what has not been done is the big one: Shutting-off 
the spigot of Russian natural gas and oil, the means by 
which Putin is able to finance his war and his hold on the 
Russian people.

Congress is in the process of passing a bill that would 
ban the import of Russian oil into this country. Apparent-
ly, we get seven percent of our oil from Russia. 

The Biden administration has been hesitant to do so 
because it fears that this would cause a huge spike in the 
price of gasoline, which would further fuel inflation.

However, we cannot offer platitudes to the Ukrainian 
people and talk about our commitment to democracy and 
peace if we are unwilling to make sacrifices ourselves.

Congress and the Biden administration can soften the 
effect upon average Americans of skyrocketing energy 
costs in a number of ways, either through direct payments 
to income-qualifying Americans or even subsidies to do-
mestic energy producers, with the caveat that they need to 
increase production here in America. (In fact, our domes-
tic oil producers are engaging in nothing less than crass 
war-profiteering by refusing to produce more oil and nat-
ural gas, which they easily can do and as they have done 
in the past, in order to flood the world market and bring 
prices down.)

The state and federal governments also can suspend the 
tax on gasoline. In California for example, the per-gallon 
state tax is 51 cents and the federal tax is 18 cents. Here 
in Mass., our state tax is 24 cents. 

If the world is to turn the tide against the Putin regime, 
we must be willing to make sacrifices on an individual 
level. If that means paying more for gasoline, then that’s 
what we have to do.

But governments can soften the blow upon average 
Americans of soaring energy costs, which will have rip-
ple effects throughout the economy, and should take ac-
tion to do so immediately.

USS Constitution 
opened a lottery for the 
chance to participate in an 
Easter egg hunt aboard the 
ship from 8 to 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 16.

The Easter Egg hunt 
is intended for children 
ages 12 and below and 
can be entered through 
the following link: https://
einvitations.afit.edu/inv/
anim.cfm?i= 631421&k= 
0462430D7956.

The deadline to enter the 
lottery is March 28 with the 

winners notified on April 1.
25 winners and their im-

mediate families will be 
selected to join Old Iron-
sides’ crew in an Easter 
Egg Hunt across the ship’s 
decks.

Children and their fami-
lies will be able to hunt for 
six eggs to turn into USS 
Constitution Sailors for a 
candy reward with alter-
nates provided in case of 
allergies.

Additionally, five wood-
en eggs, made from USS 

Constitution wood, will be 
hidden for children to find 
and keep as souvenirs.

USS Constitution is the 
world’s oldest commis-
sioned warship afloat and 
played a crucial role in the 
Barbary Wars and the War 
of 1812, actively defend-
ing sea lanes from 1797 to 
1855.

The active-duty Sailors 
stationed aboard USS Con-
stitution provide free tours 
and offer public visitation 
as they support the ship’s 

mission of promoting the 
Navy’s history and mari-
time heritage and raising 
awareness of the impor-
tance of a sustained naval 
presence.

USS Constitution was 
undefeated in battle and 
destroyed or captured 33 
opponents.

The ship earned the 
nickname of Old Ironsides 
during the war of 1812 
when British cannonballs 
were seen bouncing off the 
ship’s wooden hull.

USS Constitution opens lottery for Easter egg hunt

“We encourage home-
owners to use rain barrels 
because they help the city 
manage its resources by 
lowering municipal water 
demands and improving 
residential stormwater 
management. Rain barrels 
help residents water their 
gardens without increas-
ing in their water bill.  
Both the community and 
the homeowner win on 
this one.”     

Shavaun Callahan D3, 
Primary Water Operator, 
Compliance Manager

On average, the Bos-
ton area receives approxi-
mately 43.6 inches of rain 
per year on average, with 
average monthly rainfall 
between 3 and 4 inches 
for all regions of the state. 
These precipitation pat-
terns are changing, and 
the changes are likely to 
become more pronounced 

in the years ahead.
We can expect to see 

more intense spring 
downpours, drier sum-
mers, and more intermit-
tent droughts, increased 
inland and coastal flood-
ing, diminishing snowfall 
and higher precipitation in 
winter and spring months.

Using a rain barrel is 
one of the many ways you 
can help conserve water 
and protect our environ-
ment.

How a Rain Barrel Can 
Help the Environment

• Reduces runoff and 
non-point source pollu-
tion. Rain barrels capture 
rainwater from the roof 
that would otherwise be-
come runoff. Stormwater 
runoff picks up pollutants 
such as soil, lawn fertil-
izers, pesticides, trash, 
animal waste, road salts, 
chemicals, etc. and trans-

ports them to waterways. 
These pollutants impair 
waterways and can harm 
aquatic life and human 
health. 

• Stormwater is precipi-
tation, including both rain 
and snow that flows across 
the land.

A Rain Barrel Also:
• Reduces erosion 

and flooding: Increased 
amounts of stormwater 
runoff increases erosion 
and flooding. Capturing 
some of the water will 
reduce velocity and peak 
flows.

• Saves drinking water 
resources and money. Ac-
cording to the US EPA, 
30% of daily water use is 
used outdoors. Using the 
rain barrel’s stored wa-
ter around the landscape 
saves water resources and 
reduces the amount of wa-
ter purchased from munic-

ipal sources.
To find out more about 

the barrels and to partici-
pate in The Great Ameri-
can Rain Barrel Program, 
please visit: www.great-
americanrainbarrel.com/
community/ and select 
Chelsea.

Barrels will be available 
for pick up on Saturday, 
May 14th 9:00-11:00am 
at the City Yard DPW 380 
Beacham ST. Deadline for 
purchase is May 5th, Mid-
night. .

About the Great Ameri-
can Rain Barrel

The Great American 
Rain Barrel is a local food 
importing company that 
has been repurposing ship-
ping drums into Rain Bar-
rels since 1988. The Great 
American Rain Barrel Co. 
has been an approved ven-
dor by the MASS DEP 
since 2010.

Chelsea residents encouraged to use rain barrels
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OVER A THOUSAND POLICE, LOCAL OFFICIALS ATTEND SERVICES HELD FOR TROOPER BUCCI

Revere Police Chief Dave Callahan with Captain Amy O’Hara and Lt. Maria Lavita. Members of the Massachusetts State Police begin the walkthrough.

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito and Attorney General Maura 
Healy at the service.

Photos by Bob Marra

More than a thousand 
local police and even 
some from across state 

lines travelled to Revere 
on Tuesday to attend the 
wake of and honor Tam-
ar Bucci, a Mass. State 
Trooper, who died in a 

motor vehicle accident 
while on duty last week. 
A funeral mass will be 
held at St. Anthony’s 
Church today at 11 a.m.

Relatives of Trooper Bucci came out of the church to view 
the assembled formation of police officers before the walk-
through began.

The contingent of police officers came from neighboring New England states and as far away as Nebraska and Missouri.

Buses carrying police officers from all over Massachusetts arrive to the memorial wake for 
State Trooper Tamar Bucci Tuesday afternoon at St. Anthony’s Church.The line stretched all the way down Breed Street a half-hour before the 4 p.m. walkthrough.

The members of various police forces from near and far gathered at attention for the somber ceremony at the St. Anthony’s Church parking lot.

Members of the Chelmsford, MA police department look 
on during the ceremonies.
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CHECK OUT OUR AFFORDABLE HOME LOAN OPTIONS!

888.418.5626  |  CAMBRIDGESAVINGS.COM/AFFORDABLE-OPTIONS
LEARN MORE

We Can Help  
Make Your  
Home Happen.

State Undersecretary 
of Consumer Edward Pal-
laschi presented Yen Kim 
Le, owner of International 
Nail Salon, with the state’s 
Office of Consumer Af-
fairs and Business Regu-
lation licensee recognition 
last Friday.

Through the launch of 
this program, Undersecre-
tary Palleschi’s goal is to 
spread positivity by rec-
ognizing licensees across 
the Commonwealth in 
good standing who meet 
certain criteria, and who 
will receive a visit from

the Undersecretary and 
a certificate of apprecia-
tion. This certificate ac-
knowledges the licensee 
for their commitment and 
positive contribution to 
their local community and 
to the consumers of the 
Commonwealth.

Officials for the North 
Region Coastal District  of 
the Belle Isle Marsh Res-
ervation Department of 
Conservation and Recre-
ation announce the follow-
ing programs in March.

All Programs are free 
and open to the public. 
An adult must accompa-
ny children. Reasonable 
accommodations avail-
able upon request.  Please 
follow all current COVID 
guidelines: Mass.gov/
COVID. 

Dress for the weather 
including possible ice or 
mud on the ground. Boots 
are recommended.  For 
more information call 
(781) 656-1485 or email 
matthew.nash@mass.gov  

The DCR’s Belle Isle 
Marsh Reservation park-
ing lot, is located at 1399 
Bennington Street, East 
Boston 

An Oasis for Birds 
Saturdays, March 

19   7:30–8:30am 
We will search on foot 

up to one mile, on flat, 
easy terrain  for  Snowy 

Owls and other raptors, 
native sparrows, finch-
es and waterfowl  at this 
Birding Hotspot & MA 
State Park. 

Expect to move to dif-
ferent locations by car or 
bicycle. Prepare for mos-
quitoes and ticks.   Ages: 
Adults and kids 8+  with 
adult  chaperone.  Binocu-
lars recommended. 

Co-sponsored by the 
Brookline Bird Club and 
the Friends of Belle Isle 
Marsh. 

Note that this program 
meets every month of the 
year on the first and third 
Saturday of the month 
except when occurring 
on State or National Hol-
idays. 

The Sky Dance of the 
Timberdoodle 

Tuesday, March 
22    6:30-7:30 pm 

Come witness a special 
live performance of one 
of the most remarkable 
courtship rituals in the 
natural world of the male 
American Woodcock, aka 
“Timberdoodle.” 

This odd-looking shore-
bird struts, sings and sky 
dances for his prospective 
mate in a performance that 
you won’t want to miss! If 
you have a flashlight, you 
may bring it for our short 
walk back after viewing. 
Ages: Adults and kids 8+ 
with adult chaperone. Bin-
oculars recommended.  

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR), 
an agency of the Execu-
tive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, 
oversees 450,000 acres of 
parks and forests, beach-
es, bike trails, watersheds, 
dams, and parkways. Led 
by Acting DCR Commis-
sioner Stephanie Cooper, 
the agency’s mission is to 
protect, promote, and en-
hance our commonwealth 
of natural, cultural, and 
recreational resources. 

To learn more 
about DCR, our facilities, 
and our  programs, please 
visit www.mass.gov/dcr.

Officials announce March programs at Belle Isle MarshSTATE RECOGNIZED LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER

City Council President Roy Avellaneda, Yen Kim Le, and Edward Pallaschi.

City Economic Development Planner Karl Allen, city communications and outreach man-
ager Lourdes Alvarez, Housing and Community Development Director Alexander Train, 
Yen Kim Le, Roy Avellaneda, and Edward Pallaschi.

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS here

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels
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Encore Boston Harbor 
will be offering a massage 
to help those training for 
the Boston Marathon and 
also those runners who 
complete the marathon 
and would like to realign 
and are in search of pain 
relief. Starting Thurs-
day, April 7, and lasting 
through April 22, anyone 
needing to revive and re-
juvenate their muscles can 
do so with this signature 
90-minute or 120-minute 

treatment.
The Encore Boston 

Harbor Spa’s Myofascial 
Release Massage is avail-
able starting at $270 and 
is a hands-on therapeutic 
technique that works to 
relax, lengthen and realign 
your fascia. The goal is to 
bring pain relief, as well 
as give back the full range 
of motion. Myofascial re-
lease applies stretches and 
sustained pressure on tar-
geted areas of connective 

tissue (fascia) that sur-
round muscles and bones. 
This pressure is meant to 
release the restriction in 
the connective tissue so 
that runners have greater 
range of motion and less 
pain. This massage is ideal 
to release stubborn muscle 
knots and general chronic 
muscle tension and is per-
fect post-marathon.

Spa guests are invited to 
come one hour before the 
treatment to enjoy the heat 

and water facilities that 
comprise a hot and cold 
plunge uniquely designed 
for runners and muscle as-
sistance. The cold plunge 
helps control joint inflam-
mation and enhances mus-
cle recovery, while the hot 
plunge helps to relax tight 
muscles and stimulate the 
release of endorphins. 

The eucalyptus steam 
room, a dry heat sauna that 
improves overall cardio-
vascular health, increases 
blood flow to skeletal and 
muscle and increases ef-
ficiency of oxygen trans-
port to muscles.  Lavish 
relaxation heated seats 

complete the therapeutic 
experience.  For reserva-
tions, log onto www.en-
corebostonharbor.com or 
call (857) 770-3900.

Encore Boston Harbor 
is an integrated gaming 
destination consisting of 
a 210,000 square foot ca-
sino, 671 spacious hotel 
rooms, spa, salon and fit-
ness center, specialty re-
tail shops, 15 dining and 
lounge venues and more 
than 50,000 square feet of 
state-of-the-art ballroom 
and meeting spaces. Sit-
uated on the waterfront 
in Everett, MA and con-
nected to Boston Harbor, 

Encore Boston Harbor’s 
grounds feature a six-acre 
Harborwalk with pedestri-
an and bicycle paths that 
provide access to the Mys-
tic River, an events lawn, 
public art and ornate floral 
displays. It is the largest 
private, single-phase de-
velopment in the history 
of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts.

The resort offers free 
self-parking for Red Card 
members from 5:00 a.m. 
on Monday through 5:00 
p.m. on Friday, or for 
one COMPDOLLAR on 
weekends and at the resort 
valet. 

With coach Bruce Cas-
sidy asking for more scor-
ing, the team, and with re-
cent moves to lines by the 
aforementioned, the Bru-
ins’ scoring has shown a 
resurgence. Most notably, 
Jake DeBrusk with his 
promotion to the top line, 
has stepped up over the 
past eight games, produc-
ing seven goals and two 
assists. Add to those to-
tals, the production from 
Eric Haula’s three goals 
and five assists, and Craig 
Smith’s hot streak which 
has delivered nine points 
via five goals and four 
assists. Cassidy is look-
ing like a genius with his 
third line combination of 
the Coyle line with Char-
lie centering Smith  and 
Frederic on the wings. 
A line that has been very 
solid, especially when 
playing five-on-five. The 
retirement of David Krej-
ci left a huge void on the 
second line center posi-
tion, but Haula has been 
a welcome addition with 
his effective play center-
ing David Pastrnak and 
Taylor Hall. Amongst all 
these plusses, add the re-
cent strong, confident play 
of Trent Frederic.

As disappointing at it 
was to see another ‘mis-
take’ goal, by the oppo-
nent, the overtime goal 
scored by the  Los Ange-
les Kings’ Andreas Atha-
nasiou score in overtime 
in Monday’s game, was 
due to a Coyle blind pass 
turnover. This is a hab-
it the team will likely be 

working on to correct, as 
well as late game penalties. 
Those penalties and give-
aways, most often result 
in game-winning chances 
for their opponents. The 
Chicago Blackhawks will 
invade TD Garden tonight 
(Thursday) at 7:00pm to 
continue Boston’s three-
game homestand, with the 
Arizona Coyotes next up 
on Saturday to close out 
the homestand in another 
7:00pm start. Both those 
teams are out of the play-
offs, and are currently the 
bottom two teams in the 
Central Division. Both 
teams should not be tak-
en lightly, as the Coyotes 
at press time are riding a 
three-game win streak, 
with a 6-4-0 record for 
their last ten, while the 
Blackhawks were 4-5-1 
for their last ten efforts. 
For the Bruins, all indi-
cations are that Cassidy 
will have Jeremy Sway-
man protecting the net for 
both games, with Linus 
Ullmark providing back-
up. As for the upcoming 
three-game road trip that 
follows the Boston home-
stand, things will likely 
change in net, as the Bs 

will have a back-to-back 
pairing with hosts Chicago 
on Tuesday at 8:30, and a 
meeting with the Minne-
sota Wild on Wednesday 
at 7:30…with Swayman 
and Ullmark set to split 
the pair of games.  The 

closeout game of the road 
trip will take place on Fri-
day at 8:00pm when they 
face the Winnipeg Jets.

The Boston Bruins will 
honor the career of Bruins 
goaltender Tuukka Rask 
on Thursday, March 31 
when Boston hosts the 
New Jersey Devils at TD 
Garden at 7 p.m. Rask, 
who spent all 15 seasons 
in the NHL with the Bru-
ins, will perform the cer-
emonial puck drop prior 
to the start of the game. 
The goaltender amassed 
a record of 308-165-66 
during his time in Boston, 
with a 2.28 goals against 
average and .921 save 
percentage. Rask is Bos-
ton’s leader in wins (308) 
and is second among the 
franchise’s goaltenders in 
shutouts (52). The Savon-
linna, Finland native won 
multiple awards with Bos-
ton throughout his career, 
including the William M. 
Jennings Trophy in 2019-
20, the Vezina Trophy in 
2013-14, and a Stanley 
Cup with the Bruins in 
2010-11. Rask was also 
voted to the NHL First 
All-Star Team in 2014 
and the NHL Second All-
Star Team in 2020. Rask 
announced his retirement 
on Wednesday, February 
9, 2022.  

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins score and more

	
AFFORDABLE	
CONDOS	FOR	
SALE	1	&	2	
Bedrooms	
Application	
Deadline		
April	30th	

Applications	found	
online:	

www.thereginaldcondos.com/affordable-units	

	
Lottery Agent:                            Developer: 
Roy Avellaneda, Associate Broker, Weichert 
Realtors, MBRE,  
617-212-4658 | roy@metropolitanbre.com 
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By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise

T h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dr e g i o N a l  r e v i e wr e g i o N a l  r e v i e wr e g i o N a l  r e v i e w

J A N U A RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2

E M A I L :  D E B @ T H E B O S T O N S U N . C O M

W W W. N O RT H E N D R E G I O N A L R E V I E W. C O M

E D I T O R @ R E V E R E J O U R N A L . C O M

PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER THURSDAY

By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 

Thursday, January 13, 2022Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000
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February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
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GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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CnC CORnER
The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHY

The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.

Minimum 8-inch ad.  Not to be combined 
with any other promo or discounted rate.
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Staff Report

Malden Catholic  an-
nounced that Joe Gaff has 
been hired as the Head 
Football Coach. Joe Gaff 
brings an extensive foot-
ball coaching background 
that includes thirty years 
of total coaching experi-
ence, with fifteen of those 
years in the position of 
head coach. Gaff has suc-
cessfully served as Head 
Varsity Coach in the past 
at Malden Catholic from 
2005 to 2008. Subsequent 
to his tenure at MC, Joe 
served as both Defensive 
Coordinator and Head 
Coach at Boston College 
High School, and helped 
lead the team to Super 
Bowl championships in 
2008 and 2011. Prior to 
his time in the Catholic 
Conference, Joe had a suc-
cessful run as Head Coach 
at Chelsea High School 
leading them to a Super 
Bowl as well. To comple-
ment his high school expe-
rience, Gaff also coached 
football at the college lev-
el at Tufts University.

“Coach Gaff’s strong 
ability to connect with 
others, demonstrated drive 
to succeed and skills for 
developing talent the right 
way made Joe really stand 
out during the search 
for a coach. As we went 
through the process, Gaff 
checked off all the boxes 
and he is a perfect fit for 
Malden Catholic,” stated 
MC Athletic Director Bill 
Raycraft. “This is an ex-

citing time for MC’s Foot-
ball Program and there has 
been quite a buzz in the 
community regarding his 
hiring,” Raycraft added. 

Gaff is a thirty-two-year 
veteran of the Everett Po-
lice Department and cur-
rently a Police Sergeant 
for the city. Gaff stated, 
“I am looking forward to 
honoring the successful 
tradition of Malden Cath-
olic and continuing to 
build on the current foot-
ball program. The pieces 
are in place for us to grow 
the program to the next 
level - where our students, 
staff and alumni expect to 
be. We will work hard to 
develop a physical foot-
ball team that is dominant 
on both lines of scrim-
mage and has a dynamic 
balanced offense and an 
assertively stout defense.”

“Joe Gaff has not only 
proven himself an excel-
lent football coach, but he 
has also shown both in his 
time at Malden Catholic 
in various coaching roles 
and through this hiring 
process, that he under-

stands MC’s mission and 
deeply cares about our 
student-athletes. He is 
committed to their success 
both in the classroom as 
well as the field,” com-
mented Malden Catholic 
Headmaster, John Thorn-
burg. 

Since 1932, Malden 
Catholic High School has 
shaped emerging leaders 
in our community, claim-
ing a Nobel Laureate, a 
Senator, two ambassadors 
and countless community 
and business heads among 
its alumni. Annually, grad-
uates attend some of the 
nation’s most renown uni-
versities including Har-
vard, Georgetown, Brown, 
Cornell, Tufts, Georgia 
Tech, Boston College and 
Amherst College. Foun-
dational to student suc-
cess is Malden Catholic’s 
codivisional model which 
offers the best of both 
worlds, single-gender aca-
demics during the day and 
integrated social and ex-
tracurricular opportunities 
after school. Malden Cath-
olic is known in the com-
munity for its rigorous 
academics, SFX Scholars 
Program and award-win-
ning STEM program. Mal-
den Catholic curriculum is 
designed to  improve in-
dividual growth mindset, 
leadership principles and 
success outcomes along 
with integrating the Xave-
rian values of trust, humil-
ity, compassion, simplic-
ity and zeal. https://www.
maldencatholic.org.

Malden Catholic names Gaff 
as head football coach

Joe Gaff.

Encore Boston Harbor Spa offers marathon relief massage to runners



Page 8	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Thursday, March 10, 2022

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

To place a  memoriam 
please call 781-485-0588

“Jimmy” James Ro-
bles passed away on Sun-
day, February 27  at the 
Mass General Hospital 
in Boston after a long ill-

ness.   Born 
and raised 
in Brooklyn, 
NY, he was a 
beloved son 
of the late 

Vincent Robles and Aurea 
Lopez Robles.  He was 69 
years of age. 

He settled with his fam-
ily in the Boston area thir-
ty years ago and has been 
living in Chelsea for the 
past two years. 

Jimmy was a person of 
profound spiritual beliefs 
and was never at a loss 
to profess the grandeur of 
our supreme being.   He 
was forever grateful for 
the forgiveness and love 
bestowed upon him by 
God, time, and time again.  
After a long life of strug-
gling with addiction, Jim-
my praised our Lord Jesus 
for bringing him to the 
right path and used this 
enlightenment to mentor 
young people grappling 
with addiction.

His warm and 
good-hearted nature en-
deared him to many peo-
ple.   As a U.S. Marine 
Corps veteran, he was 
known to visit veterans 
in the hospital, and it was 
not uncommon for him to 

assist disabled or infirm 
veterans.  His spirit to up-
lift everyone with a joke 
or two was “so Jimmy”.  
Jimmy believed as he was 
saved it was his mission to 
serve those in need.   He 
will be forever missed!

Jimmy is survived by 
his beloved companion of 
20 years, Ana Arroyo.  He 
was the devoted father of 
James Robles, Jr. and Eric 
Robles, and stepfather to 
Yadira Montalvo; dear 
brother of Dadin Robles, 
Miriam Medina, Edna 
Robles and Eddie Robles.  
He is also survived by his 
seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Welsh Funeral 
Home, Chelsea.

 For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com.

Carmen Maria Gonzalez
Former Chelsea resident

Carmen Maria Gon-
zalez, 59, passed away 
surrounded by her loving 
family on March 4 at the 
Kaplan Family Hospice 
House in Danvers after 
battling a long term ill-
ness. 

Carmen was born in Ar-
royo, Puerto Rico to Vio-
letta (Amaro) Gonzalez 
and the late Juan Gonza-
lez. She resided in Chel-
sea for many years before 
moving to Providence, RI 
and recently to Peabody. 

The beloved mother 
of Hector Gonzalez of 
Florida and  Leslie and 
Aileen Gonzalez of Prov-
idence, she was the long-
time companion of Felix 
Burgos, devoted grand-
mother of Jessylee, Crys-
tal, Melody, Hector Jr., 
and Ashlynn of Florida 
and Desmond and Lyzaiah 
of Providence, RI; dear 

sister of Felicita, Maria, 
Juan J., Maria J., Felix 
W., Juan A., Jeannie K. 
and the late Angel L., she 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Family and friends 
honored Carmen’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
10 Chestnut St., Peabody 
on Tuesday March 8. To 
leave an online condo-
lence, please visit  www.
ruggieromh.com. 

Lawrence Resca
His family was always his priority  

Lawrence E. (“Larry”) 
Resca of Deerfield Beach, 
FL, formerly of Revere, 
died on March 3.

Larry was 
raised in 
Chelsea and 
g r a d u a t e d 
from St. Rose 
High School. 

Following graduation, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force. After serving four 
years, he began his career 
with General Motors retir-
ing after 44 years. Larry’s 
family was always his pri-
ority, he enjoyed spend-
ing time with his family 
and friends and travelling. 
He loved being outdoors 
tending to his garden and 
fruit trees, and was always 
willing to lend a hand to 
anyone who needed it. He 
will truly be missed. 

 The beloved husband 
of 63 years to Cecile 
(Dion), he was the devot-
ed father of Joanne Res-
ca,   Anne Marie Resca,  

Anthony Resca and the 
late Lawrence Resca; dear 
brother of the late Frank, 
Louise, Anthony “Joe”, 
Frederick and Arthur Res-
ca. He is also survived by 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.  

A Funeral Mass cel-
ebrating his life will be 
celebrated at St Anthony’s 
Church, Revere, today, 
Thursday, March 10 at 11 
a.m. Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited. Inter-
ment will be in Woodlawn 
Cemetery. For guestbook, 
please visit  www.Buonfi-
glio.com.

Orlando Hoyos
February 2, 1954 – March 4, 2022

Orlando Hoyos, 68, 
passed away peacefully on 
Friday, March 4 at home 
with his beloved wife, 
Nancy, and son, Johnny, 
at his side. He was diag-
nosed with a brain tumor/
glioblastoma in 2018 and 
lived courageously with 
the illness since that time.

He is survived by his 
wife of 36 years, Nan-
cy Kestner Hoyos, his 
son Johnny Hoyos and 
grandchildren Leonardo, 
Leonelli and Noah.   He 
was the loving son of the 
late Antonio Hoyos Reate-
gui and Yldaura Yumbato 
Rimachi of Peru.  He was 
a dear brother of Esther, 
Florencia, Teresa, Miguel, 
Bequer, Luis, Ana and 
Clotilde and the late Jova, 
Maria, Gloria, and Leo 
in addition to numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Orlando was born and 
raised in a small Amazon 
village near Iquitos, Peru. 
Before he came to the 
United States, he worked 
as a rainforest tour guide 
and lodge manager in the 
Peruvian Amazon.   Af-
ter arriving in Boston, he 
worked as a paraprofes-
sional for the Boston Pub-
lic Schools for 34 years 
with the last 20 years at the 
Donald McKay School in 
East Boston.  He coached 
youth soccer for over 15 
years for Boston Scores, 
a national enrichment 
program combining soc-
cer, academics, and civic 
education. He voluntarily 
ran a weekly after school 
soccer program to provide 
students with a healthy 
outlet. He was a member 

of the Boston Teachers 
Union.

Orlando loved learning 
and had many interests.  
He loved sports, espe-
cially soccer, basketball 
and running.   He enjoyed 
woodworking and once 
built a canoe in his base-
ment.   He designed and 
silk-screened t-shirts, 
created intricate cross-
stitch artwork and wove 
paracord bracelets and 
belts for family, students 
and friends. He was most 
proud of presentations 
entitled “Life in the Am-
azon Rainforest” which 
were given to elementary 
school students.  These in-
cluded authentic blowgun 
demonstrations and show-
cased indigenous artifacts.

Every summer vacation 
Orlando and Nancy would 
return to the Peruvian Am-
azon to visit family and 
help preserve the rainfor-
est. 

A remembrance service 
was held in the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea on Tuesday, 
March 8. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com.

“Jimmy” James Robles
November 15, 1952 – February 27, 2022

NEWS FROM AROUND 
THE REGION

MASKS FOR 
STUDENTS ARE 
OPTIONAL 

EVERETT - The Ev-
erett School Committee 
voted 5-2 at last week’s 
meeting to make the mask 
mandate for students and 
faculty optional starting 
immediately. The Everett 
district now will be fol-
lowing many of the state’s 
other school districts, and 
Governor Charlie Baker’s 
lead, in calling for op-
tional mask-wearing as a 
step toward returning to 
normalcy for students and 
staff.

School Committee at-
large member Samantha 
Lambert introduced a 
motion seeking to have 
the mandatory mask pol-
icy remain in effect until 
March 14.

“Everett is not out of 
the woods yet,” she told 
her colleagues, citing as 
a reason that many stu-
dents and families have 
just returned from Febru-
ary school vacation and 
that there typically is a 
five-day lag before a trend 
can be determined. “Peo-
ple traveled and we do 
not know the impact,” she 
added.

However, vice-chair-
person Michael McLaugh-
lin offered a motion to lift 
the mandatory face mask 
requirement immediately, 
saying, “The Cambridge 
Health Alliance has seen 
only minor COVID cases 
in students.  Parents feel 
strongly that we should re-
lax the mandate and make 
face masks optional.”

Ward 1 member Mil-
lie Cardello echoed Mc-
Laughlin, saying, “We 
cannot wait to extend it 
any longer. There are so-
cial and mental issues to 
wearing masks.”

At-large member Cyn-
thia Sarnie favored op-
tional mask-wearing and 
said, “We have weakened 
the immune system of the 
children.  We should allow 
parents to make the deci-
sion.”

Lambert then amended 
her motion to extend the 
mask mandate to March 7 
after next week’s School 
Committee meeting, cit-
ing the need to wait the 
five days as recommended 
by the Center for Disease 
Control guidelines. How-
ever, the motion failed 
when none of Lambert’s 
fellow committee mem-
bers seconded her motion.

McLaughlin then pro-
posed his motion, which 
read, “Remove the manda-
tory mask mandate imme-
diately and make masks 
optional for students and 
faculty.”

The motion passed with 
Cardello, McLaughlin, 
Sarnie, Michael Mangan, 
and Joseph LaMonica 
voting for the motion and 
Lambert and chairperson 
Jeanne Cristiano voting 
against.

COVID CASES 
DOWN AT EPS

In the meeting on Mon-
day night, School Com-
mittee members heard 
the COVID numbers at 
Everett Public Schools 
(EPS) for February from 
Superintendent Priya Ta-
hiliani.  After a huge spike 
in January with more than 
580 positive cases among 
faculty and students, Feb-
ruary numbers plummeted 
to just 37 cases through 
February 24.

In the 12-15 age group, 
71% have been fully-vac-
cinated, and in the 16-19 
age group, 75% have been 
fully-vaccinated.  In the 
5-12 age cohort, only 30% 
have been fully-vaccinat-
ed.

RENTAL POLICY
Citing the imminent 

return to public use of 
school facilities now that 
there are fewer COVID 
restrictions, the School 
Committee sent to its 
Rules, Policies, and Pro-
cedures Subcommittee a 
request to review the cur-
rent rental policy that EPS 
charges to various local 
organizations.

APPROVES 
VACCINE CLINIC
Members unanimously 

approved a request from 
City of Everett officials to 
use Everett High School 
on Tuesdays in March 
from 4 to 8 p.m. to hold 
COVID-19 vaccine clin-
ics.  Presently there is a 
clinic open at the former 
Pope John High School on 
Broadway from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. on Saturdays.

The Everett School 
Committee next will meet 
on March 7 at 6:30 p.m.

EDWARDS 
TAKES AIM AT 
SUBSTATION 
LOCATION

EAST BOSTON - Last 
week, Sen. Lydia Ed-
wards, who will contin-
ue to serve as Eastie City 
Councilor until April 30, 
announced legislation in 
the Boston City Coun-
cil that takes direct aim 
at Eversource’s contro-
versial substation plan in  
East Eagle Square. 

Edwards said the legis-
lation aims to secure the 
environmental rights of 
Boston residents and en-
sure the city has adequate 
safeguards against im-
pactful energy and indus-
trial projects. 

In January the Conser-
vation Law Foundation 
(CLF) filed an appeal on 
behalf of more than ten 
residents in Eastie to stop 
construction of the Ever-
source substation that the 
state’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
(DEP) recently granted a 
license. 

In its appeal CLF ar-
gues state officials shut 
the community out of the 
planning process for the 
project, wrongfully char-
acterized the substation 
as a water-dependent use, 
and failed to consider the 
negative impact on envi-
ronmental justice popula-
tions.

Edwards’ said her 
council district and home 
neighborhood of Eastie 
are burdened by air pol-
lution, a lack of tree can-
opy and open space, and 
climate impacts such as 
flooding and sea level 
rise–factors made worse 
by the irresponsible siting 
and expansion of certain 
energy and industrial fa-
cilities.

“Residents of the City 
of Boston have repeated-
ly been denied environ-
mental rights which are 
fundamental to our state 
constitution,” said Ed-
wards. “Where justice has 
been denied, we will leg-
islate new protections and 
safeguards for residents 
against energy companies 
that have abused their 
power for too long.”

Edwards’s “An Act to 
Secure Environmental 
Justice in the City of Bos-
ton”, a home rule petition, 
would make three targeted 
changes to Boston’s Zon-
ing Enabling Act. 

The legislation would 
empower the Building 
Commissioner of the City 
of Boston to enforce state 
constitution and law by 
issuing a stop work order 

See REGION Page 11
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WARD 3 CAUCUS
Chelsea Ward 3 Com-

mittee will be hosting 
their Caucus this Saturday 
March 12 at 10 am.  This 
will be a virtual conven-
ing.

Any questions and to 
obtain the zoom link to at-
tend, please email Marisol 
Santiago,   Ward 3 Chair:  
msantiago6@gmail.com 

Caucus information and 
link is also available at the 
Massachusetts Democrat-
ic Party website and to 
learn more about the 2022 
Massachusetts Conven-
tion. www.massdems.org

RAPID COVID-19 
TESTS AT CITY HALL

The City of Chelsea 
will be distributing rapid 
COVID-19 tests at City 
Hall on a weekly basis 
throughout March. The 
distributions will occur 
from 1:00-6:30 pm on 
March 15, 22, and 29th. 
The rapid tests are for 
Chelsea residents only, 
and proof of residency 
will be required. Tests 
will be available on a first-
come, first-serve basis un-
til supplies run out on each 
distribution kit. Residents 
can receive a maximum of 
four kits per household.

The distributions will 
occur on the lower level of 
City Hall. Here’s a sum-
mary of the upcoming dis-
tribution dates:

• Tuesday, March 15 | 
1:00-6:30pm

• Tuesday, March 22 | 
1:00-6:30pm

• Tuesday, March 29 | 
1:00-6:30pm

La ciudad de Chelsea 
distribuirá pruebas rápi-
das de COVID-19 sema-
nalmente durante todo el 
mes de marzo en el City 
Hall.   Las distribuciones 
se realizarán de 1:00 pm 
a 6:30 pm los días 15, 22 
y 29 de marzo. Las prue-
bas rápidas son solo para 
residentes de Chelsea y 
se requerirá prueba de 
residencia. En cada kit de 
distribución, las pruebas 
estarán disponibles por 
orden de llegada hasta que 
se agoten los suministros. 
Los residentes pueden re-
cibir un máximo de cuatro 
kits por hogar.

Las distribuciones se re-
alizan en el nivel inferior 
del City Hall. Aquí hay un 
resumen de las próximas 
fechas de distribución:

• Martes 15 de marzo | 
1:00-6:30pm

• Martes 22 de marzo | 
1:00-6:30pm

• Martes 29 de marzo | 
1:00-6:30pm

GOLDBERG TO 
APPOINT NAKISHA 
SKINNER TO 
THE GAMING 
COMMISSION

Treasurer Deborah B. 
Goldberg announced that 
she will be appointing 
Nakisha Skinner to the 
Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) as of 
March 21. The Massachu-
setts State Treasurer has 
sole appointment for the 
one commission member 
with a background in cor-
porate finance and securi-
ties, for a five year term.

“I am pleased to ap-
point Nakisha Skinner to 
the Massachusetts Gam-
ing Commission,” said 
State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg. “Her ex-
perience and expertise 
will positively benefit the 
Commission and ensure 
the continued integrity 
of the gaming industry in 
Massachusetts.”

A graduate of Suffolk 
University Law School, 
Skinner most recently 
served as the Licensing 
Division Chief for the 
MGC, where she managed 

the planning and opera-
tions for the licensing and 
registration of casinos and 
gaming vendors and their 
employees, as well as al-
cohol beverage licensing, 
serving as primary point 
of contact for vendors and 
casinos’ human resources, 
compliance, and procure-
ment departments.

“I appreciate the trust 
Treasurer Goldberg has 
shown in me with this ap-
pointment and am thrilled 
to get to work as a com-
missioner,” said Nakisha 
Skinner. “As Licensing 
Division Chief, I’m famil-
iar with many of the pend-
ing issues and the players, 
both internal and external. 
I plan to get right down to 
the business of engaging, 
supporting, and protecting 
the gaming industry in this 
new capacity.”

Prior to the working for 
the MGC, Skinner served 
as the General Counsel for 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transitional As-
sistance. She also served 
as General Counsel to 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission.

“I am delighted to learn 
of the appointment of our 
respected colleague, Nak-
isha Skinner, as Commis-
sioner of the MGC,” said 
MGC Chair Cathy Judd-
Stein. “Having worked 
with Nakisha as our chief 
of licensing I know the 
dedication, experience, 
and passion that she brings 
to her work. An appoint-
ment of a new commis-
sioner so familiar with the 
issues facing the MGC 
will allow a seamless tran-
sition. I look forward to 
continuing to serve with 
Nakisha in her new role 
and am thankful to the 
Treasurer for making this 
appointment.” 

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
was created after “An Act 
Establishing Expanded 
Gaming in the Common-
wealth” was signed into 
law on November 22, 
2011. The Commission is 
a five-member indepen-
dent body that is respon-
sible for developing and 
managing the process to 
select, license, oversee, 
and regulate all expand-
ed gaming facilities in 
the Commonwealth. The 
costs associated with op-
erating the state’s gaming 
commission is paid for by 
the gaming industry and 
not by Massachusetts tax 
dollars. 

20% OFF ALL 
BREAKFAST ITEMS
DURING “THE 
MUFFIN TOWN 
NATIONAL 
BREAKFAST WEEK”

All Muffin Town, Smart 
Choice and SunWise 
breakfast baked goods will 
be 20% off during The 
Muffin Town National 
Breakfast Week, through 
March 11, 2022.  Savings 
are available only at Muf-
fin Town’s online store, 
www.MadelinesPantry.
com with promotion code 
THANKYOU22.

Now  individuals, com-
panies, coffee shops, ca-
terers, health clubs…ev-
eryone…can buy directly 
from the Muffin Town 
bakery and save on pea-
nut-tree-nut-free breakfast 
items. Many Individual-
ly Wrapped selections, 
from Bagels, Muffins 
and Snack’N Loaves to 
SunButter Sandwiches, 
Breakfast Bars and Muf-
fin Tops, will be available 
with 20% savings  during 
The Muffin Town Nation-
al Breakfast Week.  Even 
Smart Choice Whole 
Grain baked goods, en-
joyed by tens of thousands 
of school children across 

the USA, will be available 
on www.MadelinesPan-
try.com during this mon-
ey-saving celebration.

 For complete product 
details and for ordering 
and distribution services,                                                   
please call Roger Piffer 
at 877-muffin-1 or visit 
www.MadelinesPantry.
com.

			 

WARD 4 
DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE ELECTS 
DELEGATES TO 
STATE CONVENTION

Registered Demo-
crats in the City of Chel-
sea,Ward 4, held a Caucus 
on March 5, 2022, at the 
Chelsea Public Library 
to elect Delegates to the 
2022 Democratic State 
Convention.   Elected Fe-
male Delegates: Atty. Ol-
ivia Ann Walsh, Chair, 
91 Crest Ave.; Theresa 
Czerepica, 21 Prospect 
Ave.   Elected Male Del-
egates: Thomas J. Miller, 
91 Crest Ave.; Mathew 
R.  Frank, 45 Jones Ave.; 
Timothy A. McBride 92 
Sagamore Ave.

        This year’s State 
Convention will be held 
June 3,4 2022 at the DCU 
Center in Worcester, Ma., 
where thousands of Dem-
ocrats from across the 
State will come together 
to endorse Democratic 
candidates for statewide 
office, including Constitu-
tional Officers and Guber-
natorial candidates.

      Youth (aged 16 to 
35), people with disabil-
ities, people of color, and 
members of the LGBTQ+ 
Community are encour-
aged to apply to be Add 
On Delegates by visiting 

massdems.org/conven-
tion. Those interested in 
getting involved with the 
Chelsea Ward 4 Demo-
cratic Committee should 
contact the Ward 4 Chair, 
Atty. Olivia Ann Walsh 
or Ward 4 Secretary Tom 
Miller at 617-306-5501.

OLD NORTH 
FOUNDATION 
TO HOLD RE-
ENACTMENT

“One if by land, two if 
by sea.” On Wednesday, 
April 13, the Old North 
Foundation in Boston’s 
North End will re-enact 
the famous signal that il-
luminated the path for 
the American Revolution. 
The commemoration cele-
brates the events of April 
18, 1775 when two men 
hung two lanterns from 
the steeple of the Old 
North Church, the city’s 
oldest surviving church 
building and one of the 
most visited historical 
sites along the Freedom 
Trail.   After passing criti-
cal information to the sig-
nal holders, Paul Revere 
began his midnight ride 
warning rural patriots that 
the British troops were 
marching to Lexington 
and Concord. The act of 
defiance that inspired a 
nation to collectively win 
our independence from 
Britain is a reminder of 
the power of active citi-
zenship to create a more 
perfect union that reflects 
the promise of liberty and 
justice for all. This year’s 
event will be held in-per-
son from 6 to 9:30 p.m. 
at Old North Church & 
Historic Site, located at 
193 Salem Street in Bos-
ton, and livestreamed for a 
virtual audience. The cel-
ebration will feature the 
Middlesex County Vol-
unteers Fife and Drums, 
a reading of the poem 
“Paul Revere’s Ride” by 
Michael J. Bobbitt, Exec-
utive Director, Mass Cul-
tural Council, and remarks 

by the 2022 Third Lantern 
Award recipient, Michael 
R. Bloomberg, Founder 
of Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies and Bloomberg LP 
and 108th Mayor of New 
York City. A reception 
with live music and food 
will follow. Proceeds from 
the event will support the 
Old North Foundation’s 
virtual and on-site pro-
grams, which aim to in-
spire children and adults 
alike to consider the ways 
in which they can build a 
more just and equitable 
world. Individual tickets 
range from $25 to $200 
and must be purchased 
in advance. All attendees 
must show proof of vac-
cination and wear masks 
when indoors. To register, 
visit: www.oldnorth.com/
Lantern2022.

NORTHEAST 
METRO TECH TO 
DISMISSED EARLY 
AFTER VANDALISM 
DISCOVERED 

 Superintendent David 
DiBarri and Wakefield 
Police Chief Steven A. 
Skory report that Wake-
field Police are actively 
investigating after an act 
of vandalism was discov-
ered Thursday morning at 
the Northeast Vocational 
High School.

On Thursday, as em-
ployees and students were 
arriving for the school 
day, school officials dis-
covered a broken window 
and damage to a school 
conference room. The 
Wakefield Police Depart-
ment and WPD School 
Resource Officer were im-
mediately notified. 

An initial investigation 
indicates that a vandal 
broke the window, dam-
aged the room and threw 
or broke a glass bottle 
filled with an unknown 
substance made to resem-
ble a Molotov cocktail, 
according to investigators.

Out of an abundance of 
caution, given the attempt-
ed arson and vandalism, 
Superintendent DiBarri 
has made the decision to 
dismiss students early on 
Thursday. Families were 
notified and the school’s 
transportation partner is 
working with Northeast 
Metro Tech to facilitate 
an orderly early dismissal, 
which occurred at approx-
imately 11 a.m.

The school and police 

department are following 
the established policies 
and procedures that are 
in place to guide deci-
sion-making during these 
types of incidents.

The incident is being 
actively investigated by 
Wakefield Police. Addi-
tional information will 
be released as it becomes 
available. 

FEMA AWARDS 
NEARLY $23.4 
MILLION TO MBTA 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency will 
be sending almost $23.4 
million to the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts 
to reimburse the Massa-
chusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority (MBTA) 
for the additional costs of 
operating safely during 
the pandemic.

The MBTA will recive 
a total of $23,379,695 in 
federal funding through 
FEMA’s Public Assistance 
grant program to reim-
burse some of the costs 
associated with keeping 
public transportation ser-
vices operating safely 
between March and June 
2020.

Those measures includ-
ed:

• Purchasing and dis-
tributing personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) to 
staff;

• Overtime costs for 
employees;

• Buying disinfecting 
supplies;

• Dissemination of es-
sential public health and 
safety information as bar-
riers, signs, safety yellow 
paint & barricade tape; 
and

• Providing testing 
equipment for staff and 
the public such as privacy 
screens, thermal cameras, 
and thermometers.

“FEMA is pleased to be 
able to assist the MBTA 
with these costs,” said 
FEMA Region 1 Region-
al Administrator Lori Eh-
rlich. “Keeping public 
transportation operating 
during this time period 
was critical to allow emer-
gency workers, medical 
personnel, and others to 
continue getting to work.”

FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance program is an essen-
tial source of funding for 
states and communities re-
covering from a federally 
declared disaster or emer-
gency.

So far, FEMA has pro-

vided nearly $867 mil-
lion in Public Assistance 
grants to Massachusetts 
to reimburse the common-
wealth for pandemic-relat-
ed expenses.

Additional information 
about FEMA’s Public As-
sistance program is avail-
able at  https://www.fema.
gov/public-assistance-lo-
cal-state-tribal-and-non-
profit. To learn more about 
the COVID-19 response 
in Massachusetts, please 
visit https://www.fema.
gov/disaster/4496

BAKER SIGNS 
ORDER  TO REVIEW 
CONTRACTS, 
AGREEMENTS WITH 
RUSSIA

 Governor Charlie Bak-
er signed Executive Order 
597, which directs all ex-
ecutive branch agencies to 
review and terminate any 
contracts with any Rus-
sian state-owned compa-
ny. The executive order 
also directs agencies to re-
view any partnership, af-
filiation, or exchange with 
any Russian state-owned 
company, Russian gov-
ernment controlled entity, 
or Russian governmental 
body. 

“With this order, we 
hope to build on the sanc-
tions the federal govern-
ment has already placed on 
Russia for their unjustified 
attack on Ukraine,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. 
“The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts condemns 
the actions of Russia and 
stands firmly with the free 
and democratic nation of 
Ukraine.”

“The Commonwealth 
will continue to offer its 
support Ukraine and stand 
with them in the face of 
Russian aggression,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Poli-
to. “My thoughts are with 
all the Ukrainian people 
during this horrific time.”

The Governor’s exec-
utive order encourages 
independent agencies and 
authorities, public educa-
tion institutions, and other 
constitutional offices to 
adopt similar policies.

The order also directs 
the Office for Refugees 
and Immigrants to work 
with the Federal Office of 
Refugee Resettlement and 
other stakeholder agen-
cies to support Ukrainian 
immigrants and refugees 
fleeing the conflict. 
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By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
Shown sized to scale above
covers approx. 2 columns

News in Brief
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LANDSCAPING

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL KATHY AT  781-485-0588 x110 

OR EM
AIL  KBRIGHT@

REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE ROOFING

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

LOT of winemaking 
Equip.-Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), demijohn, 
bottles(5),hydrometer, 

many corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & more. 
$150 or B.R.O. Mike 
617-721-9138

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

SEEKING INFO

For Advertising Rates,
 Call 781-485-0588

CHELSEA
Land on Chelsea 
Creek for Lease

Water Dependent 
Industrial Uses Only

Please Contact:
Andy McLaughlin
(312) 935-2800

If you or someone you know worked 
for the Wreckers/Laborers Union 1421 
out of Chelsea between 1970 and 1985 
and worked with or knew William Moore 
please call Rebecca at Simmons Hanly 

Conroy toll-free at (855) 988-2537.  
You can also email Rebecca at 
rcockrell@simmonsfirm.com.

ATTENTION

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its la
st public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890

VOLUME 120, No. 25

THURSDAY, SepTembeR 3, 2020

35 CENTS

Newspaper GroupINDEPENDENT

www
.chels

earec
ord.co

m

A NOTE TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS & READERS

OUR OFFICE W
ILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH

 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

News and Advertising Deadlines for the 

week of Sept. 9th & 10th will be

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4TH AT 4PM

Celebrate SafelyEmail news to

editor@reverejournal.com

Email Advertisem
ents to

deb@reverejournal.com

((661177))  224422--55995500                  hh
ttttpp::////wwwwww..RReeppDDaannRRyyaann..ccoomm

Paid Political Advertisement

Thank You CHELSEA 

For your support!

I look forward to continuing to serve as YOUR Representative!
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(617) 242-5950    http://www.RepDanRyan.com

See ST. STANISLAUS  Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State R
ep. Democratic 

Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District
 that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the tren
d in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this time 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professional 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (G
od Bless Y

ou) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years

Call (781) 485-0588 to place your 
subscription over the phone!
Name:_________________________
Address:_______________________
______________________________
City:______________Zip:_________

Mail to: Independent Newspapers, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere 
MA 02151 with a check or cash payment

LAND FOR LEASE

WINTHROP-Spacious 
1BR apt. First Fl., WD 
hookup, parking. No 
pets. $1850 1st/last 
617-548-1705
3/24

----------
DEADLINES: For 
classified line ads, 
deadlines are Mon-
day by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
-----------------

FOR RENT

GROUNDSKEEPER / CUSTODIAN  
Job Summary:
Hiring (2) Temporary Full-Time employee to join the Chelsea Housing 
Authority team as Groundskeeper / Custodian. This temporary position 
will go for up to 90 days. Work involves the performance of routine du-
ties in connection with the exterior maintenance of lawns, trees, shrubs, 
flower beds, walks, roadways, parking lots, and etc.; the interior custodial 
maintenance of floors, walls, ceilings, windows and etc. in offices, public 
areas and apartments; and performs minor maintenance repairs and 
painting repairs. He/she will be required to lift and carry heavy objects, 
to work outdoors in all types of adverse weather conditions. 

Knowledge, Skills and Abilities employment: 
1. Knowledge of grounds keeping and custodial cleaning preferred.
2. Knowledge of the proper use of chemicals, fertilizers, and pesticides.
3. Knowledge of occupational hazards and safety measures.
4. Ability to understand and carry out oral and written instructions.
5. Ability to maintain acceptable working relationship with co-workers.
6. Ability to work in adverse conditions, such as: sleet, snow, heat, cold, 
dust and dirt, as well as cramped quarters and high places.
7. Ability to lift heavy objects.
8. Knowledgeable and skilled in preforming various painting task
9. Knowledgeable and skilled in preforming various carpentry task

Responsibilities:
1. Work in a professional and courteous manner within a service environment.
2. Perform preventive ground keeping and custodial procedures.
3. Document information required maintaining records on preventive 
maintenance programs, repairs, installations, and stock utilization and 
working orders.
4. Be proficient with hand and power tools.
5. Report to work in emergency conditions.
6. When necessary works under adverse conditions, shovels snow and 
lifts heavy objects.
7. Perform all other related duties that may be assigned.

Qualifications/Experience:
High schools graduate with at least one-year of full time, or equivalent 
part-time experience in building custodial and grounds keeping. Possess 
a valid Massachusetts class D driver’s license. 

Starting hourly rate is $28.91/ hr. based on experience. 

Please submit resume to employment@chelseaha.com or 
Attn: Human Resources. 54 Locke Street Chelsea, MA 02150 

by March 23, 2022 or until Position are filled 

PT SECRETARY - 
TU&TH 2-6pm. SAT 
8a-2p. Extra fill in 
hrs possible. Good 
telephone manner 

and basic computer 
skills required. 
Pleasant Auto School 
781-284-4388

HELP WANTED
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LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with 
Section 6-3 (b) of the 
Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Traffic and 
Parking Commission held 
on February 1, 2022, 
the Commission voted 
to approve the following 
regulations:
To post a handicap sign 
at 145 Orange Street. 
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

3/10/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in 
execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given 
by Aurora R. Hernandez 
to Option One Mortgage 
Corporation, dated Oc-
tober 1, 2004 and regis-
tered at Suffolk County 
Registry District of the 
Land Court as Document 
No. 689420 and noted 
on Certificate of Title No. 
131142 (the “Mortgage”) 
of which mortgage Wells 
Fargo Bank, National As-
sociation, as Trustee for 
Securitized Asset Backed 
Receivables LLC Trust 
2005-OP1, Mortgage 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2005-OP1 is the 
present holder by Assign-
ment from Sand Canyon 
Corporation f/k/a Op-
tion One Mortgage Cor-
poration to Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A., as Trustee for 
Securitized Asset Backed 
Receivables LLC Trust 
2005-OP1, Mortgage 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2005-OP1 dated 
November 16, 2012 and 
registered as Document 
No. 812760 and noted 
on Certificate of Title 
No. 131142, for breach 
of conditions of said 
mortgage and for the 

purpose of foreclosing 
the same, the mortgaged 
premises located at 330 
Washington Avenue, 
Chelsea, MA 02150 will 
be sold at a Public Auc-
tion at 12:00 PM on April 
5, 2022, at the mort-
gaged premises, more 
particularly described 
below, all and singular 
the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
A certain parcel of 
land with the buildings 
thereon, situated on 
Washington Avenue, 
Chelsea, Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts. Said land 
is shown as Lot CC on a 
subdivision plan drawn 
by S. Albert Kaufman, 
Surveyor, dated October 
8, 1946, as approved by 
the Court, filed in the 
Land Registration Office 
as Plan No. 21-13, a copy 
of a portion of which 
is filed with Certificate 
of Title No. 47688. For 
title, see Certificate No. 
111855.
SOUTHEASTERLY:     by 
Washington Avenue, 
Forty-Four and 01/100 
(44.01) feet;
SOUTHWESTERLY:    by 
Reynolds Avenue, Sev-
enty-Two and 37/100 
(72.37) feet;
NORTHWESTERLY:    by 
Lot EE, the running 
through a way as shown 
on a plan hereinafter 
mentioned, Forty-Eight 
(48) feet;
NORTHEASTERLY:     by 
Lot DD, the line running 
in (art through a way 
as shown on said plan, 
Thirty-Eight and 29/100 
(38.29) feet; and
SOUTHEASTERLY:     four 
(4) feet; and
NORTHEASTERLY:     thir-
ty-five (35) feet by said 
Lot DD.
For title see deed to the 
mortgagors recorded 
herewith.
For mortgagor’s title 
see deed registered at 
Suffolk County Registry 
District of the Land Court 
as Document Number 
689419 and Noted 
on Certificate of Title 
Number 121284.  See 
also Certificate of Title 

No. 131124 and Suffolk 
County Probate for Luis 
Orlando Fernandez Her-
nandez SU18P1960EA.
The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all 
unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments 
and liens, and subject 
to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbranc-
es of record entitled to 
precedence over this 
mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restric-
tions, reservations and 
conditions of record and 
subject to all tenancies 
and/or rights of parties 
in possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Ca-
shier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be 
shown at the time and 
place of the sale in order 
to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) 
are exempt from this 
requirement); high 
bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale 
upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase 
price payable by certified 
check in thirty (30) days 
from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mort-
gagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be 
designated by mortgag-
ee.  The description for 
the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of 
a typographical error in 
this publication.
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
Wells Fargo Bank, 
National Association, as 
Trustee for Securitized 
Asset Backed Receivables 
LLC Trust 2005-OP1, 
Mortgage Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2005-
OP1
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Hernandez, Estate Of 
Aurora R., 20-036634

3/10/22, 3/17/22, 
3/24/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,

§5-304
Docket No. 

SU22P0200GD
In the matter of: 
Emerson Rudolfo
Umana
Of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by 
Claudia M. Barahona of 
Chelsea, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleg-
ing that Emerson Rudolfo 
Umana is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting 
that Claudia M. Baraho-
na of Chelsea, MA (or 
some other person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine 
that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that 
the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court 
and may contain a re-
quest for certain specific 
authority. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 03/24/2022. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 

you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the 
return date, action may 
be taken in this matter 
without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, 
you or your attorney 
must file a written affi-
davit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request 
on behalf of the above-
named person. If the 
above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 09, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/10/22
C
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LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a Pub-
lic Hearing on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2022 at 6pm 
at City Hall 3rd Floor at 
the conference room
Proposed Work and 
Purpose:  Petition of 
Eversource and Veriizon 
for the following petition:
Eversource:  
Clinton St- Northerly 
thence westerly from 
pole P54/3, approxi-
mately 245 feet east of 
Eastern Ave to private 

property at #1005 Broad-
way, install approximate-
ly 72 feet of conduit. 
W#233209  
The public is invited to 
attend.
Louis Mammolette 
ACTING COMMISSIONER 

3/3/22
3/10/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE

AVISO LEGAL CIUDAD
DE CHELSEA DEPARTA-

MENTO
DE OBRAS PUBLICAS
AVISO DE AUDIENCIA

PÚBLICA
El Departamento de 
Obras Públicas llevará 
a cabo una audiencia 
pública el martes 15 de 
Marzo de 2022 a las 6 
pm en el 3er piso dela 
sala de conferencias
Trabajo propuesto y 
propósito: Petición de 
Eversource y Veriizon 
para la siguiente pet-
ición:
Eversource:
Clinton St-Hacia el norte 
desde allí hacia el oeste 
desde el poste P54/3, 
aproximadamente 245 
pies al este de Eastern 
Ave hasta la propiedad 
privada en #1005 
Broadway, instale aprox-
imadamente 72 pies de 
conducto.
El público está invitado 
a asistir.
Louis Mammolette 
Comisionada en fun-
ciones

3/3/22
3/10/22
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(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA

REQUEST FOR QUALIFI-
CATIONS

HOUSE DOCTOR EN-
GINEERING & DESIGN 

SERVICES FOR CHELSEA 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND 

GROUNDS
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement Of-
ficer, is seeking Request 
for Qualifications for 
“House Doctor Engineer-
ing & Design Services for 
Chelsea Public Buildings 
and Grounds”.  
Request for Qualifications 
will be available on or 
after March 10, 2022 by 
contacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“House Doctor Engineer-
ing & Design Services for 
Chelsea Public Buildings 
and Grounds” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, 
April 7, 2022.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

3/10/22
C
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LEGAL NOTICE 
CITY OF CHELSA
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
provisions of a special 
law relating to the City of 

Chelsea be filed with the 
Commonwealth’s Legisla-
ture under Clause (I) of 
Section 8 of Article 2, as 
amended, of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts that the 
Chelsea City Council will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, March 21, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 to authorize a 
linkage fee in Chelsea. 
A copy of the Home Rule 
Petition may be reviewed 
at the Chelsea City 
Council Office, City Hall, 
500 Broadway #306, 
Chelsea MA 02150 during 
City Hall business hours. 
Or email fmelara@
chelseama.gov to request 
materials. 
Roy Avellaneda,
President Chelsea City 
Council

3/3/22, 3 /10/22
C

 

LEGAL NOTICE
METRO CREDIT UNION
SPECIAL NOMINATION 

MEETING
Notice is hereby 
given that a Special 
Nomination Meeting 
of the Membership will 
take place virtually 
via teleconference on 
Wednesday, March 30, 
2022 at 1:30 p.m. for the 
purpose of presenting 
nominations for Director 
to be elected at the next 
Annual Meeting; only 
those nominated at said 
meeting shall be eligible 
for election by ballot 
at the Annual Meeting. 
To nominate yourself, 
please submit an email 
to nomination@metrocu.
org with your name, ad-
dress, email address, and 
phone number no later 
than Thursday, March 24, 
2022. To request to join 
the Special Nomination 
Meeting, please submit 
an email to specialmeet-
ing@metrocu.org with 
your name, address, 
email address, and 
phone number no later 
than Thursday, March 

24, 2022. All nominees 
and attendees must be 
members of Metro Credit 
Union.  Voting will take 
place during the Special 
Nominating Meeting with 
present attendees. 
Respectfully submitted,
Arthur M. Cohan
Clerk

3/10/22
C
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LEGAL NOTICE 
CITY OF CHELSA
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
provisions of a special 
law relating to the City of 
Chelsea be filed with the 
Commonwealth’s Legisla-
ture under Clause (I) of 
Section 8 of Article 2, as 
amended, of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts that the 
Chelsea City Council will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, March 21, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 to discuss 
home rule petition to 
establish a program 
allowing any owner-occu-
pant of a condominium 
unit, a single family, 
two family, three family 
home or four-family 
home to receive a reduc-
tion on the water and 
sewer bill for the entire 
premises equal to 20% of 
the entire bill. 
A copy of the Home Rule 
Petition and Ordinance 
may be reviewed at the 
Chelsea City Council 
Office, City Hall, 500 
Broadway #306, Chelsea 
MA 02150 during City 
Hall business hours. 
Or email fmelara@
chelseama.gov to request 
materials. 
Roy Avellaneda,
President Chelsea City 
Council

3/3/22, 3/10/22
C
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to projects that violate le-
gally established environ-
mental rights. It would re-
move a current exemption 
for utility companies from 
complying with Boston’s 
zoning code in the future 
as well as direct the Bos-
ton Zoning Commission 
to establish clear rules for 
zoning review of energy 
projects. 

“We at GreenRoots 
have firsthand knowledge 
of how utility companies 
ignore communities and 
fast track processes,” said 
John Walkey of Green-
Roots. “This necessary 
tool will center commu-
nity and environmental 
justice.”

CLF’s appeal challeng-
es the site’s Chapter 91 
state waterfront license. 
Massachusetts’ Chapter 
91 regulations require 
waterfront projects to pro-
vide certain community 
benefits that are greater 
than project detriments. 
CLF argues by mischar-
acterizing this project as 
a water-dependent use, 
Eversource and state offi-
cials are effectively side-
stepping more rigorous 
review and public benefit 
requirements that should 
be required for this site.

Eastie residents were 
promised an athletic field 
and natural flood protec-
tion buffer on the Condor 
Street property, which was 
City land until Eversource 
was given the prime wa-
terfront site in a hastily 
arranged land swap with 
the City to build the new 
Bremen Street Branch Li-
brary. Eversource owned 
the land the current library 
sits on but was given city 
land on the Chelsea Creek 
so the library could be 
built. 

Prior to the land swap, 
the City’s Inspection-
al Services Department 
granted Eversource a 

complete waiver on basic 
City review of the project. 
The City gave Eversource 
this rarely-given blanket 
waiver without any notice 
to neighbors or opportuni-
ty for comment.

“The East Boston com-
munity deserves to have 
their voices heard,” said 
CLF Vice President Sta-
ci Rubin.  “Officials have 
repeatedly ignored the 
fact that residents over-
whelmingly oppose the 
Eversource project in 
their neighborhood. Sena-
tor Edwards is absolutely 
right to continue to push 
for environmental justice 
for East Boston.”

The state’s Energy 
Facilities Siting Board 
(EFSB) unanimously ap-
proved Eversource’s high-
ly controversial plan to 
build a new substation in 
February 2021. 

Despite state Energy 
and Environmental Af-
fairs Secretary Kathleen 
Theoharides saying at 
Monday’s hearing that 
the substation would be 
placed in a “heavily, heav-
ily industrialized area 
within an environmental 
justice community that 
has historically suffered 
disproportionate environ-
mental harms and a heavy 
burden of infrastructure” 
she still voted in favor of 
Eversource’s plans as an 
EFSB board member.

The project was then 
granted a license from the 
DEP. 

During Boston’s Mu-
nicipal Election in No-
vember a non-binding 
ballot question was posed 
to voters here and across 
the city asking if the sub-
station should be sited in 
East Eagle Square. An 
overwhelming number of 
voters thought Eversource 
should not build a substa-
tion in Eastie and seek a 
nearby alternative location 

such as non-residential 
Massport land at Logan 
Airport. 

During the election 
5,755 Eastie voters voted 
“NO” on Question 2 with 
only 600 voting “YES”. 
A NO vote meant that the 
voter opposed building the 
substation at the proposed 
East Eagle Square loca-
tion and favored locating 
the facility at a secure lo-
cation such as Logan Air-
port. 

Citywide 101,953 vot-
ers voted “NO” on the 
ballot question with only 
19,797 voting “YES”.  At 
101,953 NO votes against 
the substation received the 
largest single vote total for 
any ballot measure or can-
didate in Boston over the 
last 17 municipal elections 
according to the City of 
Boston Election Depart-
ment records. 

Historically, a 
non-binding  ballot ques-
tion provides information 
to elected officials and the 
public of voter sentiment 
on a particular issue and 
it seems most Bostonians 
are on Eastie’s side when 
it comes to this particular 
issue. 

Edwards is filing the 
home rule petition as a 
city councilor and will 
seek local passage prior to 
her conclusion of service 
on the council in April. 

REVERE COUNCIL 
SUPPORTS 
UKRAINE

REVERE - The Revere 
City Council voted unan-
imously on a resolution 
Monday night affirming 
support for Ukrainian 
sovereignty, the people of 
Ukraine, and their right to 
self-determination. 

The late motion submit-
ted by Councillor Richard 
Serino pointed out that 
Revere is home to many 

who have sought a better 
life in the United States 
of America due to unrest 
in other countries around 
the world, including many 
Eastern-Europeans. 

The resolution by Se-
rino, and adopted by the 
entire Council, states that, 
“the Revere City Council 
stand in solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine in their 
fight against Russian op-
pression, aggression, and 
annexation” and that, “Re-
vere stands in support of 
our Ukrainian-American 
friends and neighbors who 
are residents of the City 
in Revere and who might, 
themselves, have family 
and friends who remain in 
Ukraine during these un-
certain times.”

“As the Ukrainian Na-
tional Anthem states, 
“Ukraine’s freedom has 
not yet perished. Ukraine 
is not yet dead, nor its glo-
ry and freedom. Fate shall 
smile once more. And we 
too shall rule in a free land 
of our own and will lay 
down our souls and our 
bodies to attain our free-
dom,” said Serino after the 
resolution was read by the 
clerk. “I understand that 
as a city council across the 
world from where these 
events are currently taking 
place we don’t have the 
authority to do anything 
tangible that will ease this 
global situation. Howev-
er we can and we should 
use our voice and our plat-
form to let our Ukrainian 
American residents know 
that we stand with them 
in solidarity, and that we, 
not only as Councillors 
but as Americans, believe 
in democracy and the 
right to live in a free soci-
ety. More importantly, as 
human beings, we recog-
nize that what’s going on 
in the Ukraine is immoral 
and wrong. On the same 
token we should show 

that average citizens and 
local leaders in the Unit-
ed States stand with the 
Ukrainian people, and that 
we admire them for their 
tenacity and for sticking to 
their convictions.”

SEVERAL 
WORKERS TO 
RETIRE

WINTHROP - The 
Winthrop School Com-
mittee met on Monday, 
Feb. 28, announcing up-
dated COVID protocols, 
as well as that the dis-
trict’s Diversity, Equity & 
Inclusion resource page is 
again up and running.

COVID
Students in the district 

are no longer required to 
wear masks. However, 
other safety precautions 
remain in place. Schools 
continue to enforce so-
cial distancing, frequent 
handwashing and stricter 
cleaning protocols. In the 
cafeteria, students sit sep-
arately to reduce spread.

“The mask mandate has 
been removed, but COVID 
hasn’t gone away,” said 
Supt. Lisa Howard.

The district will contin-
ue to monitor the situation 
and adjust its policies ac-
cordingly. Group seating 
in the classroom and caf-
eteria may be a possibility 
in the future.   

DEI Resource Page
The district’s updated 

Diversity, Equity & Inclu-
sion resource webpage is 
now available on the WPS 
website.

The site was designed 
“for educators, school 
staff, parents, public of-
ficials, and members of 
the community who are 
seeking to improve their 
cultural competency, bet-
ter understand the expe-
riences of marginalized 
groups, and identify ways 
we can create a more in-
clusive environment and 

society for all Winthrop 
residents.” 

As the Transcript report-
ed in August, the page had 
been disabled to thorough-
ly vet the materials and be 
more all-encompassing. 
One can access the page 
by going to winthrop.k12.
ma.us and clicking on the 
DEI Resources tab.

Upcoming Retirements
Several district staff 

have announced their re-
tirements.

After 36 years as an 
educator, Rayna Aronson 
will retire as a Winthrop 
High School math teacher.

Bernadette Carsley is 
a sixth-grade science and 
ELA teacher who has 
worked with the district 
for over 30 years. She will 
retire on June 30.

Marie Finn is a phys-
ical education teacher at 
the Fort Banks Elementa-
ry School. She has been a 
teacher in the district for 
42 years, and her final day 
will be March 4.

Michael Kirby, a sixth-
grade teacher at the Win-
throp Middle School, will 
retire on June 30 after 35 
years of service.

Maura Sullivan will re-
tire on June 30 from her 
position as an instruction-
al technology teacher at 
the Fort Banks Elementa-
ry School. She first started 
teaching in the district 33 
years ago.

General Updates
The district is currently 

in the process of building 
its budget. Administrators 
rebuild the budget entirely 
from scratch every year, 
based on past allocations 
and anticipated future 
needs.

Supt. Howard congrat-
ulated Winthrop athletes 
on an impressive season. 
She recognized individual 
students for their athletic 
accomplishments.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Dogs’ tails are fascinat-
ing. You may think you 
know how they commu-
nicate with their tails, but 
subtle differences in tail 
position can make a differ-
ence. Here’s more about 
these expressive and use-
ful appendages.

Anatomy and 
Types of Tails

The Farmer’s Dog web-
site describes the anatomy 
of a dog’s tail. “Canine 
tails are the last segment 
of the spine and are made 
up of as many as 23 verte-
brae that get progressive-
ly smaller from base to 
tip. The tail also includes 
muscles that enclose the 
bones, as well as tendons 
and nerves.”

Breed standards for 
dogs have precise infor-
mation about the char-
acteristics required for a 
proper tail. Beagles al-
ways have a white tip on 
their tails to help spot them 
in high grass. Huskies 
should have lush tails they 
can use to wrap around 
their face for warmth and 

protection when resting. 
Retrievers’ tails should 
be otter-like to serve as a 
rudder when swimming. 
Dogs also use their tails to 
help them balance.

There are also curly tails 
sported by breeds like the 
Shiba Inus and the variant 
found in Pugs and French-
ies, the corkscrew tail. 
Greyhounds have whip 
tails. While a few breeds 
like the Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi have a natural short 
stub of a tail, far too many 
dogs have had their tails 
docked purely for style. 
Fortunately, this practice 
is now illegal in many ar-
eas where it is considered 
animal cruelty.

Happy Tail Injuries
A dog’s tail can also 

alert you to a medical 
problem. Anytime you 
see your dog’s tail carried 
in an unusual position, do 
a bit of checking. It can 
signal something simple 
like an itchy hot spot on 
the skin to a more severe 
problem like a happy tail 
injury.

Dr. Marty Becker writ-

ing for VetStreet explains, 
“This type of injury occurs 
when a dog with an outgo-
ing personality and a long 
tail repeatedly thwacks the 
tail against a hard surface 
such as a crate or wall. 
Really happy dogs — 
think Golden Retrievers or 
Cavaliers — or dogs with 
thin, delicate skin, such as 
Greyhounds, wag so hard 
and fast that a bleeding ul-
cer can develop on the tip 
of the tail.” 

Talking Tails
A tail can say many 

things. To understand 
what the dog is commu-
nicating, you must look 
beyond the wag. Tail po-
sition, speed of the wag, 
and signals coming from 
elsewhere on the dog are 
all important. 

For example, a tail held 
high and still or with stiff, 
small wags is a sign of a 
dog on alert and perhaps 
even threatening. A tail 
tucked between the legs 
can signify a fearful or 
submissive dog. Low, 
slow wags signal a dog 
questioning and unsure. 

Feeling relaxed and se-
cure, a dog holds their tail 
in its most natural posi-
tion. Add a dose of happi-
ness to that, and you’ll see 
a gentle wag. The return 
of a favorite person could 
bring on a mighty circular 
wag.

There are exceptions 
to these rules. For some 
breeds, like Greyhounds, 

a tail tucked between the 
legs is a natural position. A 
shepherd will know that a 
herding dog, like a Border 
Collie, is concentrating 
on the job when the tail is 
tucked between the legs, 
and a wagging tail means 
the dog is goofing off. 

The next time your dog 
is busy having a good sniff 
of the surroundings, enter-

tain yourself by spotting 
as many types of dog tails 
as you can and identifying 
what each is telling the 
people and other dogs in 
the area.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

City Paws

Puppy dog tails

Maggie bows to her play partner while furling the lovely feathers on her tail. Hugo is using 
his curled tail to help balance on three feet.

Governor Charlie Bak-
er (R-Massachusetts) and 
Attorney General Maura 
Healey (D-Massachu-
setts) will join host State 
Senator Sal DiDomenico 
(D-Everett) at the head 
table for the Annual Di-
Domenico Foundation St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration 
on Saturday, March 12, 
beginning at 6:30 pm at 
the Bunker Hill Knights 
of Columbus, 545 Med-
ford Street in Charles-
town. Baker and Healey 
play a part in the event 
along with over 75 feder-
al, state, and local elected 
officials confirming they 
will also join what is sure 
to be a hilarious evening 
of good-humored, at times 
self-deprecating political 
satire, a hallmark of the 
annual kick-off of St. Pat-
rick’s Day roast including; 
Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley, U.S. Attorney 
Rachel Rollins, Massa-
chusetts State Senate Pres-
ident Karen Spilka, Bos-
ton Mayor Michelle Wu, 

State Auditor Suzanne 
Bump, Middlesex County 
District Attorney Mari-
an Ryan, Suffolk County 
Sheriff Steve Tompkins, 
Middlesex County Sheriff 
Peter Koutoujian, Mid-
dlesex County Clerk of 
Courts Michael Sullivan, 
Governor’s Councilor 
Terry Kennedy and more! 
According to a spokes-
person for Herb Reed 
Enterprises, LLC, “Rock 
& Roll, Vocal, and Gram-

my   Halls of Fame group, 
The Platters   (Only You, 
Twilight Time, The Great 
Pretender), will fly in for 
a special performance 
and join some of Boston’s 
well-known comedians 
to enhance the political 
humor.” In addition to a 
traditional Irish dinner, 
the night will include live 
Irish music, step dancers, 
bagpipers, and the annual 
presentation of the Gold-
en Shamrock Award to a 

community leader. This 
year’s recipient is Gladys 
Vega of La Colaborativa 
in Chelsea. Gladys has 
been a hero in the region 
during the pandemic mak-
ing it her mission to save 
her community from the 
ravages of COVID-19. 
This event is one of the 
most popular St. Pat-
rick’s Day traditions in 
the Greater Boston area, 
and Senator Nick Collins 
(D-South Boston), the 

host of the Annual South 
Boston St. Patrick’s Day 
Breakfast, will also be at 
the event. For tickets and 
event information, please 
call (617) 387-3327. Pro-
ceeds will go to The Di-
Domenico Foundation, 
which funds educational 
scholarships for graduat-
ing high school students, 
as well as a giant toy drive 
during the holiday season 

for domestic violence and 
homeless shelters through-
out Greater Boston.

CONTACTS: Media 
Logistics and Informa-
tion, Frederick J. Balboni, 
Jr. (978) 518-7463.

fbalboni@balbonicg.
com.

DiDomenico Founda-
tion Information, Tricia 
DiDomenico (617) 818-
4661.

Annual DiDomenico Foundation St. Patrick’s Day kick-off roast is set for March 12

Rock & Roll, Vocal, and Grammy Halls of Fame group, The 
Platters will be part of the entertainment.

Former Boston Mayor Martin Walsh speaking at a past event.
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