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The Independent 
Newspaper Group 
Office will be Closed 
on  Monday, Feb. 21st 

in observation of 
President’s Day.
We will reopen on 
Tuesday at 9:30 am.
Deadlines are 
Friday, Feb. 18 
at 4 p.m.

By Adam Swift

A major reconstruction 
of the upper Broadway 
corridor is slated to get un-
derway this summer.

But before the city can 
put the federally-funded 
project out to bid, the City 
Council must approve a 
series of temporary and 
permanent easements of 
private property that will 
allow the work to go for-
ward.

Most of those ease-
ments are for relatively 
small slices of sidewalk 
that are privately owned, 
but have been used by the 
city dating back over a 
century.

“Every time you build 
a new road with federal 
money, and we are getting 
a lot of federal money to do 
this, you have to do a sur-
vey of the entire roadway 
and the sidewalks to make 
sure you actually own the 
land where the road and 
sidewalk exist,” said City 
Manager Thomas Am-

brosino at a City Council 
subcommittee meeting on 
the project and easement 
requests last week. 

After completing the 
survey, the city identified 
nine parcels where there’s 
a need for the city to take 
a small portion of land to 
complete the project. 

“There are unique cir-
cumstances where we 
have to acquire these little 
slivers with a permanent 
easement,” said Ambrosi-
no. He said that no one 
would likely realize that 
the small parcels aren’t 
already owned by the city.

“So we have to take that 
by a permanent easement, 
and we have to pay the 
person for it; they are very 
tiny slivers for the most 
part,” said Ambrosino.

For the project, the 
city will also need to pay 
for about 180 temporary 
easements, allowing con-
tractors to work on small 

By Adam Swift

Whether it is to try to 
entice more people to run 
for public office, or to 
bring its salary up to a lev-
el with surrounding com-
munities, the City Council 
has begun discussions on 
doubling the salary for its 
members.

Monday night, the 
council held a subcommit-
tee meeting to consider a 
motion by Ward 1 Coun-
cillor Todd Taylor to dou-
ble City Council salaries 
from $14,000 to $28,000 
per year.

“I wanted to bring this 
issue to all of you, and I 
thought that it merited a 

serious discussion,” said 
Taylor. “The reason I’m 
bringing forward this in-
crease in the annual salary 
of the City Council is as an 
incentive for more people 
to get involved and to try 
to entice more people into 
running. We have a lot of 
uncontested races where 
I don’t think that is nec-
essarily healthy; not very 
many people are willing to 
serve.”

In addition, Taylor said 
surrounding communities 
with similar demographics 
have council salaries more 
in line with the $28,000 
than the $14,000 Chelsea 
councillors currently earn.

Ward 6 Councillor 

Giovanni Recupero said 
he would like to see a 
more modest salary in-
crease for councillors, but 
added he would like to see 
health insurance offered 
for the council.

“Like everyone else 
gets healthcare, we should 
get healthcare for us,” 
said Recupero. “We are 
supposedly employees of 
the city, but we don’t get 
healthcare.”

Councillor-At-Large 
Damali Vidot said that 
apart from the salary in-
crease, there needs to be 
a larger discussion about 
civic participation in Chel-
sea. 

“I don’t have an opin-

ion,” said Vidot. “I think 
it’s very interesting, and 
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On Monday February 14, Chelsea Fire Department responded to 29 Cottage Street for a 
reported house fire. At 5:20 p.m. Chelsea 911 Dispatchers started receiving multiple calls 
reporting the fire. Upon arrival Chelsea Firefighters under the command of Deputy Chief 
Michael Massucci encountered heavy fire conditions from the rear porches on the first 
floor and rapidly extending to the second floor threatening neighboring homes. Deputy 
Massucci immediately ordered the working fire. First arriving fire companies from E2 and 
E3 stretched attack and backup lines through the front door to the first floor and second 
floors as L1’s  crews conducted a primary search and rescue for occupants on both floors. 
Crews from E1 and L2  positioned at the rear of the building on Chester Ave. to attack the 
fire and set up ventilation operations on the roof. Due to the heavy volume of fire Dep-
uty Massucci ordered a 2nd Alarm struck at 5:27 p.m. bringing mutual aid from Revere, 
Everett, Boston and MassPort to the scene.  The fire was knocked down within 40 minutes 
and companies began extensive overhauling checking for hotspots. All occupants of the 
building were safely evacuated. Utility crews from National Grid and Eversource respond-
ed to the scene to terminate the utilities to the building. Emergency Management Director 
Steve Staffier responded scene to provide assistance with shelter for the displaced occu-
pants. Cataldo EMS personnel were also on scene with standby in the event of injuries and 
Boston Sparks President Paul Boudreau also responded with a crew to provide ReHab and 
refreshments. Fire Prevention Captain Joe Conlon arrived on scene to conduct the investi-
gation into the cause of the fire.

COTTAGE STREET FIRE

Upper Broadway 
project moves closer 
to breaking ground

City Council discusses doubling its pay

Ambrosino delivers State of the City address
By Adam Swift

As the specter of the 
Covid-19 pandemic con-
tinues to linger over Chel-
sea and the world, City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino is looking forward 
to making sure the city gets 
back on track economical-
ly and helps those residents 
in need.

At Monday night’s City 
Council meeting, Am-
brosino gave the annual 
State of the City address, 
highlighting how the city 
has handled the pandem-
ic over the past years and 
giving his major areas of 
focus for 2022. The City 
Manager said affordable 
housing, economic devel-
opment, and mental and 
behavioral health services 
for city youth are among 
the areas of concentration 

this year.
“I think when we were 

here a year ago, we were 
lamenting the very difficult 
2020 we had been through 
and hoping 2021 was go-
ing to be a different kind 
of year,” said Ambrosino. 
“Even though we did a 
tremendous job of vacci-

nating our residents, unfor-
tunately, the pandemic did 
not go away.”

As 2022 has already 
seen the rise and decline of 
the Omicron variant, Am-
brosino said experts state 
that things are improving, 
but that people may have 
to live with some form 
of Covid-19 for years to 
come.

Even with that uncer-
tainty, Ambrosino said 
Chelsea is in a much bet-
ter place than it was a year 
ago, with the vaccination 
rate near 90 percent, and 
vaccine clinics and testing 
sites easily accessible in 
the city.

“What we need to fo-
cus on now is the recov-
ery from Covid,” said 
Ambrosino. “What I am 

See BROADWAY  Page 2
See PAY Page 2

See CITY Page 2

HARBOR HOUSE COLLECTIVE DISPENSARY 
CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING

Chelsea City Manager Thomas Ambrosino joins Chelsea elected officials and the Londono family, and the Harbor House 
Collective team on cutting the ribbon at the 80 Eastern Ave. dispensary and cannabis grow facility. See page 5 for more 
photos.

City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino.
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The following is one in 
a series of sneak peeks 
at the upcoming People 
of Chelsea additions by 
Chelsea Photographer 
Darlene DeVita. The new 
work will ultimately ap-
pear on the fence of the 
Chelsea Public Library 
(CPL) Spring of 2022 a 
collaboration between 
the People of Chelsea 
project and the CPL.)

By Darlene DeVita

I came [to Chelsea] in 
1974 to visit my sister 
for vacation, and I loved 
it here, and I decided to 
stay. I got married here 
to my first wife. I have 
two children. They’re al-
ready older than me! I 
ask my daughter some-
times; I don’t understand 
how you’re going to be 
41 when I’m 45? No pop, 
you’re 65 now! 

I love Chelsea. I’ve seen 
a lot of changes. Cultural 
changes. There used not to 
be many Latinos here, not 
too many Spanish-speak-

ing. It changed. Every-
body is Latino in Chelsea 
now. It’s beautiful. I see 
many good things here. 
New Housing, new Proj-
ects, the Silver Line. 

I’m retired now, but I 
was a butcher. My spe-
cialties were special meats 
for gourmet. I worked for 
many places. I was with 
the Ritz Carlton in Boston 
for 10 yrs. Then I moved 
ahead to different places. 

My kids grew up here 
and still live here, and I 
have four grandkids. My 
daughter works for 911 in 
Chelsea. 

The senior center helps 
me look for housing. I live 
on two floors, but I want 
to live on the 1st floor, so 
I came here looking for 
help, and they invited me 
to lunch. There are nice 
people here.

People of Chelsea

Luis Monga - Chelsea Senior Center - 2019

Broadway / Continued from page 1

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                 PRICE   	

Maldonado, Oscar A	 Chacon-Gutierrez, Mario	 124 Cook Ave                  	 $570,000  

Credle-Clark, Shannon	 Oyetayo, Olaide	 131-133 Congress Ave #3       	 $418,000  

Deb, Abirvab	 OPC Development 1 LLC	 208 Spencer Ave #7            	 $529,000  

Costa-Faro, Maria J	 Gangi, William	 220 Spencer Ave #102       	 $190,607

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time to sell, prices are high, rates are 
low. List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488

City / Continued from page 1

By Adam Swift

The City Council is ask-
ing City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino to look into 
any legal action that can 
be taken in the wake of 
last month’s vote to fund 
the building of a new $317 
million Northeast Met-
ropolitan Regional Vo-
cational High School in 
Wakefield.

While the vote to fund 
the new school passed eas-
ily districtwide among the 
12 member communities, 
Chelsea voters came out 
against the project. Coun-
cilors, School Committee 
members, and city and 
school officials stated the 
cost to Chelsea of nearly 
$2 million per year to help 
fund the new school was 
inequitable and too high a 
price for the community.

Councillors Judith Gar-
cia, Tanairi Garcia, Melin-
da Vega Maldonado, and 
Norieliz De Jesus intro-
duced the request to have 
Ambrosino look at legal 
measures to reduce the 
cost of construction, make 
the debt service more eq-
uitable among the mem-

ber communities, and to 
improve the admissions 
process.

“We knew before that 
special election took place 
in January that we were 
not in favor of this expen-
sive Northeast project,” 
said Judith Garcia. “It 
costs a lot for our city and 
it’s going to cause a pre-
dicament for our commu-
nity for the next 30 years.”

If Ambrosino does find 
any legal avenues the city 
can take to address issues 
with the school, she said 
she hopes the council 
stands united to cosponsor 
and support any available 
actions.

“We don’t know what’s 
feasible and what is not, 
but the hope is that the 
City Manager can come to 
us with a legal understand-
ing of what we are able to 
do here,” said Judith Gar-
cia.

Maldonado said she’s 
received several calls 
from constituents stating 
it can be difficult to get 
their children admitted to 
the vocational high school 
if they do not have high 
grades.

“Being that this is a vo-
cational school, we need 
to do better to ensure that 
students who can benefit 
from the technical pro-
grams they provide have 
the ability to go there,” 
said Vega Maldonado. 
“It’s extremely important 
that we are equitable in 
our admissions process, 
especially if we are going 
to pay for this school. We 
need to ensure that our 
youth who will benefit the 
most from going to the 
school will have the abil-
ity to get in.”

Councillor-At-Large 
Damali Vidot said she 
attended Northeast Voca-
tional and that the admis-
sions process was onerous 
then.

“We need to ensure an 
equitable admissions pro-
cess,” she said. “We have 
so many people who come 
here from other countries 
who don’t really speak 
the language and can re-
ally benefit from the train-
ing where they would be 
working with their hands. 
It would be nice if all of 
our students had access to 
that.”

Looking at legal avenues to ease Voke funding

parcels that are typically 
at the end of a driveway or 
abutting a sidewalk.

The total cost of pay-
ing for all the easements 
is $312,000, with about 
$200,000 of that coming 
from leftover funds from 
previous capital projects, 
and $112,000 from the 
city stabilization fund. The 
City Council will need to 
approve the spending and 
the easements.

A number of the prop-
erty owners affected by 
the takings attended last 
week’s meeting, with sev-
eral stating that they were 
unduly worried by the let-
ters sent out by the city, 
believing that they were 
going to take a much more 
substantial amount of their 
property.

City Council President 
Roy Avellaneda apolo-
gized for the wording of 
the letter causing some 
potential stress and confu-
sion for some residents.

Chelsea Housing and 
Community Development 

Director Alex Train said 
the city has been pushing 
for federal funding for the 
Upper Broadway proj-
ect for over three years, 
and has currently secured 
$11.3 million for the proj-
ect.

The main components 
of the project include the 
reconstruction of intersec-
tions at Broadway with 
Cary Avenue, Webster 
Street, Stockton Street, 
and Eastern Avenue, as 
well as the reconstruction 
of the roads and sidewalks 
between those intersec-
tions.

“The ultimate goal at 
the intersections is to in-
stall intelligent traffic sig-
nal systems that optimize 
traffic flow and ameliorate 
some of the chronic safety 
issues we have on the cor-
ridor,” said Train.

Train said the city is 
looking to put the project 
out to bid in March, with 
work beginning in the 
summer. Overall, Train 
said the project will take 

about two years to com-
plete.

In addition to the ma-
jor road and sidewalk up-
grades, Train said there 
will be aesthetic upgrades 
along the corridor, includ-
ing new street trees, bust 
shelters, and pavement 
markings.

“The goal of this project 
is to make your neighbor-
hood look better, and the 
goal is to upgrade Broad-
way and make it a nicer 
place,” said Ambrosino. 
“It is going to be two 
years of disruption and in-
convenience, but when it 
is all over, it’s going to be 
a really pretty street with 
all new sidewalks, trees, 
and all new traffic signals. 
And then we’re going 
to do it all over again on 
downtown Broadway and 
we’ll have to go through 
the same process, but then 
we will have learned our 
lesson and will send out 
better notices.”

I think potentially the in-
crease in salary might 
bring more people in, but 
what happens when peo-
ple don’t show up?”

Vidot noted that in the 
past, there has been a 
discrepancy between the 
amount of work some 
councillors have put into 
the office.

District 5 Councillor 
Judith Garcia said she was 
hesitant about moving for-
ward with a large salary 
increase without knowing 
how it would impact the 
overall city budget.

“The reasons for doing 
this, I think, are many,” 
said Taylor. “It’s not just 
to get people interested, 
although that is the pri-
mary motivation for me. 
When I try to get people 
to run for City Council, 
the thing they say is that 
it’s not worth it and that 
it’s a lot of headaches for 
$14,000 a year.”

Taylor added that Chel-
sea councillors are vastly 
underpaid compared to 
surrounding communities.

“I can’t speak for my-
self, but I know what I do 

and there are many, many 
hours that I spend with 
constituents on the phone 
trying to solve problems, 
and in consultation with 
other councillors on dif-
ferent issues,” said Taylor. 
“A lot of time gets taken 
up with this job.”

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda said that he 
doesn’t believe a salary in-
crease should be tied to in-
creasing participation, but 
added that many surround-
ing communities pay their 
council significantly more 
than in Chelsea. He said 
Revere councillors make 
a little over $30,000 per 
year, Everett councillors 
earn $24,000, Lynn coun-
cillors earn $25,000 with 
an additional $2,000 for 
the president, and Quincy 
councillors make $35,000.

“I think we should fair-
ly compensate anyone sit-
ting up here who takes this 
job,” said Avellaneda.

When unions come in 
to negotiate with the city, 
Avellaneda said one of 
the points they typically 
bring up is that they are 
underpaid compared to 

surrounding communities.
“And we say that’s a 

fair argument,” said Avel-
laneda.

Avellaneda said a pay 
increase for the council 
is a difficult topic to talk 
about.

“I get the angst about 
what we deserve for pay, 
and it’s never the right 
time,” said Avellaneda. 
“Every time this is ever 
discussed, it’s never the 
right time. But I think our 
job is harder (than in oth-
er cities) because of the 
needs that this community 
has.”

Taylor said he wasn’t 
committed to the doubling 
of the salary, but said it 
was a discussion the coun-
cil should be having.

“I think this just needs 
to be brought up and dis-
cussed among the City 
Council and the public and 
then we can see where we 
are,” said Taylor.

Vidot said the council 
should continue the dis-
cussion at a future council 
subcommittee on confer-
ence meeting.

Pay / Continued from page 1

talking about is getting us 
back to and regaining for 
the city the strong econom-
ic momentum we had prior 
to the onset of Covid, and I 
feel like we are in a really 
good position to do that.”

Despite spending $12 
million in direct pandem-
ic relief to residents in the 
form of rental, food, and 
business assistance, Am-
brosino still has over $17 
million in its general sta-
bilization fund and expects 
to have about $10 million 
certified in free cash. In ad-
dition, Ambrosino said the 
city has $40 million in fed-
eral American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds.

“That is really a healthy 
financial balance sheet for 
a city the size of Chelsea,” 
said Ambrosino.

As to the ARPA funds, 
he said a community advi-
sory committee will soon 
be making recommenda-
tions for how the city can 
best spend $15 million 
of those funds. The re-
maining $25 million will 
be earmarked for capital 
improvement projects in 
Chelsea.

“The capital improve-
ment plan (CIP) document 
is probably the most robust 
and significant CIP that 
this city has seen in recent 

history; it’s certainly the 
largest one I’ve ever sub-
mitted to the council, and 
it includes over $24 mil-
lion of direct spending in 
Fiscal Year ‘23, with $12.3 
million of that coming 
from ARPA funds,” said 
Ambrosino. “Projects in 
there that will benefit the 
community include things 
like the complete renova-
tion of Highland Park with 
new turf, the redoing of all 
that open playground area 
at the Williams School, the 
full rehabilitation of Cary 
Avenue, the continued re-
habilitation of the Garden 
Cemetery, and the com-
plete rehabilitation of the 
E911 facility.”

Ambrosino said the CIP 
also includes a number of 
climate change and resil-
iency initiatives.

Looking ahead, Am-
brosino said the first area 
he wants to focus on is af-
fordable housing.

“The best way to ad-
dress our housing crisis is 
to build more houses,” said 
Ambrosino. “It’s simple, 
but it’s the most effective 
method.”

He pointed to a number 
of housing developments 
in the city that will either 
begin construction or come 
online this year that will 

include affordable housing 
units.

The development at the 
former Midas site at 1005 
Broadway will include 38 
new affordable units, at 25 
Sixth St. there will be 62 
additional affordable units, 
and the city is undertaking 
a project at the former Sal-
vation Army building on 
Broadway that will include 
28 affordable units.

In addition, a project at 
361 Broadway will have a 
combination of 42 afford-
able and Workforce Devel-
opment units, and the ma-
jor Innes redevelopment 
project is breaking ground 
this year, with a mix of 330 
affordable and Workforce 
Development units, and 
96 new units for the city’s 
public housing tenants.

“I think we still have 
to do more, and there are 
two initiatives I’m going 
to present this year that I 
think will help chip away 
at the problem,” said Am-
brosino. “Neither one is 
monumental, but both are 
small efforts that I think 
can help.”

Ambrosino said he 
hasn’t given up on his de-
sire to have the City Coun-
cil consider changes in the 
density requirements for 
the city.

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS here

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels
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Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 

The Board of Directors 
of Mystic Valley Elder 
Services (MVES) elect-
ed three new members to 
its Board for the coming 
year. The MVES Board of 
Directors is composed of 
26 members all of whom 
represent the 11 commu-
nities that MVES serves. 
More than 50 percent of 
the board is age 60 or over 
and more than half are ap-
pointed by our area mu-
nicipal Councils on Ag-
ing, ensuring that MVES 
is governed by the people 
that the agency serves.

“Mystic Valley Elder 
Services is fortunate to 
have dedicated commu-
nity members who are 
willing and able to serve 
our agency,” said MVES 
Chief Executive Officer 
Lisa Gurgone. “The new 
members, elected by their 
peers, will undoubtedly 
bring wisdom and energy 

to the agency and its ini-
tiatives.”

The following individu-
als were elected members 
at the latest Board of Di-
rectors meeting:

Born in Malden, Susan 
Buckley (Stoneham) spent 
her early years in Mel-
rose and later childhood 
through college in Penn-
sylvania.   She is retired 
from 30 years of teaching 
in the public schools of 
Melrose and the suburbs 
of Philadelphia. Susan 
spent a few years post-re-
tirement managing a home 
care program for her par-
ents with the incredible 
help of dedicated caregiv-
ers from AgeSpan.   She 
has travelled throughout 
the United States, done 
some cross country in a 
little green Volkswagen 
with her sister and sev-
eral friends, and visited 
Europe. Susan favors 

reading mystery, history, 
psychology books but will 
delve into almost any type 
of book.   Art has been a 
lifelong interest of Susan 
and she is now happily 
painting in watercolors 
and acrylics, and printing 
some designs as greeting 
cards, which she finds 
very satisfying.      

Debbie Peczka (Re-
vere) launched her airline 
career with New York Air 
in 1982 and retired after a 
37-year tenure with United 
Airlines. Travel is a pas-
sion that she continues to 
pursue, frequently visiting 
family members across 
the United States. Prior to 
her appointment as Direc-
tor of Elder Affairs at the 
Rossetti-Cowan Senior 
Center, Debbie worked 
as Mayor Brian Arrigo’s 
Administrative Assistant 
for the entirety of his first 
administration. Debbie 

loves her job at the Senior 
Center, where she works 
every day to bring fun, 
innovative activities to 
seniors while also provid-
ing them with important 
resources. Deb has served 
on the UNITED We Care 
Board, CASTLES Board 
and the Revere TV Board 
of Directors.

Kristen Spence (Stone-
ham) has been working 
with older adults for most 
of her career.   Current-
ly she is the Director of 

the Stoneham Council on 
Aging and previously she 
worked in elderly housing 
as a Resident Service Co-
ordinator.  She has volun-
teered with Mystic Valley 
Elder Services as a Money 
Manager and Somerville 
Elder Services are well.  
She was a Board Mem-
ber of the Massachusetts 
Association of Resident 
Service Coordinators in 
Housing (MARSCH) for 
8 years before changing 
her career path in July of 

2021 to work at the COA. 
Kristen completed her 

Masters in Human Ser-
vice Administration from 
Springfield College’s 
School of Human Ser-
vices.   She also earned 
her Bachelor of Science 
in Gerontology from the 
University of Maryland.  
Kristen lives in Medford 
with her husband and twin 
daughters and their two 
cats.

Mystic Valley Elder Services elects three new board members

Susan Buckley. Kristen Spence.Debbie Peczka.

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced a 
historic expansion of the 
Transformative Develop-
ment Initiative (TDI), a 
MassDevelopment pro-
gram for Gateway Cit-
ies that includes Revere, 
designed to accelerate 
economic growth within 
focused districts. The an-
nouncement includes the 
selection of 12 new dis-
tricts in Attleboro, Barn-
stable (Hyannis), Holy-
oke, Lawrence, Lowell, 
Lynn, New Bedford, Pitts-
field, Revere, Springfield, 
Taunton, and Worcester, 
and the extension of an 
existing district in Fall 
River. All districts will 
be awarded TDI fellows 
– MassDevelopment em-
ployees who will provide 
on-the-ground economic 
development expertise and 
collaborative leadership 
in these cities – and will 
have access to a range of 
tools to help accelerate 
development, including 
technical assistance, grants 
to support local market 
development and arts and 
cultural infrastructure, col-
laborative workshops, re-
sources, events, and more. 
The announcement more 
than doubles the size of the 
program, which currently 
operates TDI districts in 
five Gateway Cities, and 
represents a $23.7 million 
investment in Gateway 
Cities over three years.

Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn Polito, Housing and 
Economic Development 

Secretary Mike Kennealy, 
and MassDevelopment 
President and CEO Dan 
Rivera joined New Bed-
ford Mayor Jon Mitchell 
and members of the New 
Bedford legislative delega-
tion to make the announce-
ment at Hatch Street Stu-
dios in New Bedford, then 
joined Taunton Mayor 
Shaunna O’Connell and 
members of the Taunton 
legislative delegation for 
a walking tour of the new 
Taunton TDI district.

“Gateway Cities are 
home to one-of-a-kind 
businesses, institutions, 
and communities that 
anchor regional econo-
mies across the Common-
wealth,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “Our Ad-
ministration was proud 
to launch MassDevelop-
ment’s Transformative 
Development Initiative 
in 2015 as a mechanism 
for stimulating economic 
growth, and we’re excited 
to now expand this proven 
program’s reach in more 
than a dozen cities.”

“I was glad to join state 
and local officials in New 
Bedford and Taunton to 
announce an expansion 
of MassDevelopment’s 
Transformative Develop-
ment Initiative,” said Lt. 
Governor Karyn Polito. 
“Designation as a TDI 
District will allow these 13 
Gateway City neighbor-
hoods the access to finan-
cial, organizational, and 
technical resources that 
can help create thriving lo-

cal economies.”
MassDevelopment’s 

Transformative Develop-
ment Initiative works with 
cross-sector partnerships 
in targeted commercial 
districts in Gateway Cities 
in order to engage commu-
nity members, implement 
local economic develop-
ment initiatives, and spur 
further public and private 
investment. Since 2015, 
MassDevelopment has in-
vested $20 million in TDI 
districts through tools such 
as technical assistance, real 
estate investments, grant 
programs, and fellows who 
work in the districts. That 
investment has directly in-
fluenced over $100.2 mil-
lion in public and private 
investments in the districts, 
and assisted an additional 
$219.9 million.

“By developing coali-
tions of local public, pri-
vate, and nonprofit part-
ners to make progress 
toward shared neighbor-
hood goals, MassDevel-
opment’s Transformative 
Development Initiative has 
become a proven model 
for accelerating economic 
development in Gateway 
Cities across Massachu-
setts,” said Housing and 
Economic Development 
Secretary Mike Ken-
nealy, who serves as chair 
of MassDevelopment’s 
Board of Directors. “This 
collaborative, street-level 
approach engages commu-
nity members to advance 
small businesses, activate 
public spaces, rethink va-

cant properties, and more.”
“From new storefront 

signage and district brand-
ing efforts, to planning 
studies and vacant building 
activation, our Transfor-
mative Development Ini-
tiative helps Gateway City 
partners tackle projects 
that advance neighborhood 
goals, stimulate economic 
activity, and build momen-
tum for future investment,” 
said MassDevelopment 
President and CEO Dan 
Rivera. “TDI provides a 
critical benefit to our urban 
neighborhoods, and we’re 
grateful for the support of 
the Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration and Legislature as 
we continue to expand its 
impact across the Com-
monwealth.”

TDI concentrates eco-
nomic development ac-
tivities, resources, and 
investments within desig-
nated neighborhood areas, 
known as “TDI districts,” 
for a term of two to four 
years. TDI districts are 
mixed-use with a commer-
cial component, compact – 
with a five-minute walking 
radius or less – and are de-
fined by a walkable, dense 
physical environment. The 
12 new districts in Attle-
boro (Downtown), Barn-
stable (Hyannis East End), 
Holyoke (South High), 
Lawrence (Broadway/
Essex), Lowell (Upper 
Merrimack Street), Lynn 
(Union Street), New Bed-
ford (Acushnet Ave/North 
End), Pittsfield (Down-
town), Revere (Shirley 

Baker-Polito administration expands Transformative Development Initiative for Gateway Cities 

MBTA staff  proposed 
to the Audit and Finance 
Subcommittee of the 
MBTA Board several fare 
policy changes as part of 
the MBTA’s Fare Trans-
formation, which aims to 
make paying for transit 
easier and more conve-
nient for our customers. 

“These fare media up-
dates will provide MBTA 
riders with greater flex-
ibility through the in-
troduction of ‘tappable’ 
forms of payment that 
are compatible with fu-
ture fare readers on buses 
and trolleys, allowing for 
all-door boarding and, 
ultimately, for faster ser-
vice,” said MBTA Gener-
al Manager Steve Poftak. 
“We know some changes 
will take time to get used 
to, like the $3 card fee 
that allows for ‘one more 
trip protection’ and mak-
ing sure every rider has a 
Charlie Card or other form 
of fare payment. But, if 
approved by the MBTA’s 
Board in April, we’re ex-
cited to make these im-
portant improvements 

to our fare system and to 
provide even more easy-
to-use fare options to our 
riders.”

Upon completion of the 
public input process in 
March and subject to the 
MBTA Board approval in 
April, these policy chang-
es would go into effect 
with the introduction of 
the MBTA’s next phases 
of Fare Transformation. 

The MBTA is actively 
seeking public comment 
through multiple forums 
and channels on the fol-
lowing fare policy chang-
es related to the upcoming 
fare media:

· Ending “Passback”: 
Currently allowed through 
the legacy fare system, the 
same CharlieCard or Char-
lieTicket loaded with fare 
value can be used to allow 
multiple riders through a 
fare gate. The MBTA re-
fers to this practice as a 
“passback.” In order to 
have “proof of payment,” 
introduce mobile and con-
tactless payments, and in-
tegrate the Commuter Rail 
without creating pricing 

errors, “passbacks” will 
be discontinued.

· Fare Media per Rider: 
Customers aged 12 and 
older will need to have 
their own fare media to 
ensure riders do not expe-
rience unexpected dupli-
cate charges at fare gates 
and on fare readers as well 
as for riders to be able to 
provide proof of payment.

· $3 Fare Media Fee and 
Free Card Distribution: 
There will be a $3 card 
cost for most new fare me-
dia issued by the MBTA. 
The MBTA recognizes 
that the cost for fare media 
may be a burden for some 
riders and is currently de-
veloping a plan to distrib-
ute free Charlie Cards to 
minority and low-income 
communities through part-
ner organizations. Cards 
will continue to be free to 
Reduced Fare Riders and 
for all riders purchasing a 
1-Day Link Pass on a new 
Charlie Card.

· “One more trip” Pro-
tection on Charlie Cards: 
The upcoming fare media 
will allow riders to board 

with low/zero balance 
to improve convenience 
and avoid leaving riders 
stranded.

The MBTA welcomes 
and invites the public  to 
provide feedback on 
these proposed updates 
and changes at  a  virtual 
public meeting to be held 
on Tuesday, March 15, at 6 
PM and at the official pub-
lic hearing to be held vir-
tually on Tuesday, March 
22, at 6 PM. For specific 
details to access these vir-
tual meetings and/or to 
submit direct comments 
regarding these proposed 
updates and changes, 
please email publicen-
gagement@mbta.com. 
The public may submit 
comments through Thurs-
day, March 31, 2022.

For more information 
about Fare Transforma-
tion, please visit  mbta.
com/FareTransforma-
tion  or connect with the 
T on Twitter  @MBTA, 
Facebook  /TheMBTA, or 
Instagram @theMBTA. 

MBTA hosting multiple public forums for feedback

Avenue), Springfield 
(Mason Square), Taunton 
(Whittenton District), 
and Worcester (Pleasant 
Street) will be active for 
a term of three years, and 
the existing district in Fall 
River (South Main) will 
also be extended for a term 
of three years.

MassDevelopment has 
previously designated 16 
TDI districts across the 
Commonwealth, and has 
provided other support 
through the program in 
five additional cities. Ex-
isting districts in Chicop-
ee, Fitchburg, Lawrence, 
and Worcester will grad-
uate from the program in 
June 2022.

“MassDevelopment has 
been a key partner in the 
economic and cultural re-
naissance in our city,” said 
Senator Mark Montigny, 
who has championed many 
recent economic develop-
ment projects in New Bed-
ford including the arts and 
cultural renaissance, Route 
18 redevelopment, and 
ongoing improvements to 
State Pier. “This addition-
al focus on the North End 
will help us ensure that our 
entire community enjoys 
direct benefits from these 
investments, and I thank 
the Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration for their continued 
support.”

“There is no question 
that investments in our 
Gateway Cities like Mass-
Development’s Trans-
formative Development 
Initiative yield positive 
economic and community 
growth where it is needed 
most,” said Representative 
Christopher Hendricks. “It 
is my honor to represent 
the Near North community 
of New Bedford and I look 
forward to working with 
State officials to maximize 
the impact of this import-

ant designation.”
“I’m grateful that Mass-

Development has estab-
lished a TDI District along 
The Ave, which for de-
cades has been the physi-
cal manifestation of New 
Bedford’s ethnic melting 
pot,” said New Bedford 
Mayor Jon Mitchell. “The 
designation will help en-
ergize existing small busi-
nesses, bring new ones to 
life, and support long-term 
neighborhood vitality.”

Defined by the Massa-
chusetts General Laws, 
Gateway Cities are small 
to midsized cities in Mas-
sachusetts (population 
of between 35,000 and 
250,000) that anchor re-
gional economies around 
the state, with below state 
average household in-
comes and educational at-
tainment rates. The Legis-
lature defines 26 Gateway 
Cities in Massachusetts, 
including Attleboro, Barn-
stable, Brockton, Chelsea, 
Chicopee, Everett, Fall 
River, Fitchburg, Haver-
hill, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Leominster, Lowell, Lynn, 
Malden, Methuen, New 
Bedford, Peabody, Pitts-
field, Quincy, Revere, Sa-
lem, Springfield, Taunton, 
Westfield, and Worcester.

MassDeve lopmen t , 
the state’s development 
finance agency and land 
bank, works with busi-
nesses, nonprofits, banks, 
and communities to stim-
ulate economic growth 
across the Commonwealth. 
During FY2021, Mass-
Development financed 
or managed 416 projects 
generating investment of 
more than $1.86 billion in 
the Massachusetts econ-
omy. These projects are 
estimated to create or sup-
port 6,578 jobs and build 
or preserve 1,909 housing 
units.
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SEND US YOUR 
NEWS

The Record encourages 
residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  

Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases 
and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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WE ARE NUMB 

TO THE NUMBERS

With mask requirements being lifted just about ev-
erywhere around the country, there is a general sense 
that the COVID-19 pandemic is over.

But as we begin the third year of the pandemic, that is 
far from being true.

The death toll in the United States from COVID 
breached 900,000 last week. As this is being written, 
almost 2500 Americans are dying each and every day 
from a COVID-19 infection.

Even if the death rate slows down in the weeks ahead, 
the one million mark almost certainly will be reached 
within the next two months.

Although the worst-case scenarios at the start of the 
pandemic in February, 2020, suggested that up to 1.7 
million Americans could die from the disease, none of 
us really thought that would be possible.

And when the vaccines miraculously came along at 
the end of 2020, we assumed then that life would be 
returning to normal soon enough.

But life does not always follow the plan. 
The resistance of millions of Americans to getting 

vaccinated threw a monkey-wrench into the war against 
COVID-19, with the vast majority of COVID-19 deaths 
and hospitalizations attributable to the unvaccinated.

And although scientists all along have predicted that 
the virus would mutate, the speed with which the high-
ly-transmissible Omicron variant swept through the 
world, even among the fully-vaccinated, caught every-
one off-guard.

So where do we go from here? 
Americans, as is the case with people across the 

globe, clearly have had it with restricting their lives be-
cause of COVID-19. 

It seems that we’re entering a new phase of the pan-
demic -- scientists refer to it now as an endemic disease, 
like the flu -- which could be summed up this way: Peo-
ple still are dying in great numbers, but we don’t seem 
to care.

It’s a modern day version of, “Damn the torpedoes, 
full speed ahead.”

Or, in the words of the Cars’ rock anthem, “Let the 
good times roll.”

News in Brief

CHELSEA HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLAN 
MEETING FEB. 22

City of Chelsea resi-
dents and stakeholders are 
invited to participate in a 
public meeting about an 
update to the Chelsea Haz-
ard Mitigation Plan. The 
virtual meeting is sched-
uled for next Tuesday, 
February 22, at 6:00 pm. 

The Federal Disaster 
Mitigation Act, passed 
in 2000, requires that all 
municipalities that wish 
to continue to be eligible 
to receive FEMA fund-
ing for hazard mitigation 
grants must adopt a local 
multi-hazard mitigation 
plan and update this plan 
in five-year intervals.

Hazard mitigation plan-
ning is a proactive effort to 
identify actions that can be 

taken to reduce the dangers 
to life and property from 
natural hazard events such 
as flooding, hurricanes, 
and winter storms. These 
are examples of hazards 
that can seriously impact 
Chelsea, its residents, and 
its small businesses.

The meeting will update 
participants on the current 
state of the plan and the 
issues it plans to address. 
Residents are encouraged 
to participate in the meet-
ing to provide their input, 
make suggestions regard-
ing the plan, and ask any 
questions that they may 
have. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the meeting can 
contact the Director of 
Permitting and Land Use 
Planning John DePriest 
at  jdepriest@chelseama.
gov. 

MASK MANDATE 
FOR PUBLIC 
MASSES TO 
BE LIFTED ON 
FEBRUARY 28

  As of February 28, 
masks will no longer be 
required at public Masses 
in the Archdiocese of Bos-
ton.

Priests, Deacons, and 
Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion are 
no longer required to wear 
masks during the distribu-
tion of Communion, but 
the pastor may continue 
to require it if he wishes to 
do so.

Masks will also not be 
required in Parish Faith 
Formation programs as of 
February 28.

If a pastor decides that 
it is not yet time in his              

community for a dropping 
of a mask requirement, 
based on his knowledge of 
the needs of his particular 
community, he may con-
tinue to require the wear-
ing of masks in his parish.

If the local municipali-
ty continues to require the 
wearing of masks in pub-
lic places, the parish must 
comply with those regula-
tions.

Parishes are still re-
quired to maintain, mark, 
and communicate a por-
tion of each worship space 
as being reserved for those 
who wish to wear masks 
and social distance.

Parishes are also en-
couraged to continue to 
exercise and encourage 
caution in all parish activ-
ities.

Effective February 15, 
2022, a fully vaccinated 
individual should wear a 
mask indoors if you have 
a weakened immune sys-
tem, or if you are at in-
creased risk for severe dis-
ease because of your age 
or an underlying medical 
condition, or if someone 
in your household has a 
weakened immune sys-
tem, is at increased risk for 
severe disease or is unvac-
cinated.

Download: Updat-
ed Advisory Regarding 
Masks and Face Cover-
ings PDF | Doc

Mask Requirements in 
Certain Locations

Effective May 29, 2021, 
masks continue to be re-
quired for both vaccinated 
and unvaccinated individ-
uals at all times in the fol-
lowing locations, subject 
to the exemptions listed 
below:

On Public and Private 
Transportation, including 
on the MBTA, commuter 
rail, buses, ferries, and air-
planes, and while in ride-
shares (Uber and Lyft), 
taxis, and livery vehicles, 
as required by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
January 29, 2021 Order.   
Face coverings are also re-
quired at all times in trans-
portation hubs, including 
train stations, bus stops, 
and airports.  The require-
ment applies to riders and 
workers.

Healthcare facilities 

licensed or operated by 
the Commonwealth and 
healthcare practice loca-
tions of any provider li-
censed by a professional 
board which sits within 
the Department of Pub-
lic Health or the Divi-
sion of Professional Li-
censure. These settings 
include nursing homes, 
rest homes, emergency 
medical services, hospi-
tals, physician  and other 
medical and dental offic-
es, urgent care settings, 
community health cen-
ters, vaccination sites, 
behavioral health clinics, 
and Bureau of Substance 
and Addiction Services 
(BSAS) facilities. This 
requirement applies to pa-
tients, residents, staff, ven-
dors and visitors.

Congregate care facili-
ties or programs operated, 
licensed, certified, regulat-
ed, authorized, or funded 
by the Commonwealth.  
These settings include the 
common areas of assisted 
living residences, group 
homes, residential treat-
ment programs, and facil-
ities operated, licensed, 
certified, regulated, au-
thorized, or funded by the 
Department of Children 
and Families (DCF), the 
Department of Youth Ser-
vices (DYS), the Depart-
ment of Mental Health 
(DMH), the Department 
of Public Health (DPH), 
the Department of Devel-
opmental Services (DDS), 

the Department of Veter-
ans’ Services (DVS), the 
Massachusetts Commis-
sion for the Blind (MCB), 
the Executive Office of 
Elder Affairs (EOEA) and 
the Massachusetts Re-
habilitation Commission 
(MRC).  This requirement 
applies to clients, resi-
dents, staff, vendors and 
visitors.

Emergency shelter pro-
grams, including individ-
ual and family homeless 
shelters, domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault 
shelters, veterans’ shelters, 
and shelters funded by the 
Department of Housing 
and Community Devel-
opment. This requirement 
applies to guests, staff, 
vendors and visitors.   

Houses of Correction, 
Department of Correction 
prisons, jails, and oth-
er correctional facilities.  
This requirement applies 
to people who are detained 
or incarcerated, staff, ven-
dors and visitors.

Health Care and Day 
Services and Programs 
operated, licensed, certi-
fied, regulated, or funded 
by the Commonwealth 
including the Executive 
Office of Health and Hu-
man Services or one of its 
agencies.  These settings 
include adult day health, 
day habilitation, Program 
of All-Inclusive Care for 
the Elderly (PACE), psy-
chosocial rehabilitation 
club houses, brain injury 

centers and clubhous-
es, day treatment, partial 
hospitalization and inten-
sive outpatient programs, 
recovery support centers 
and center-based day sup-
port programs.  This re-
quirement applies to staff, 
visitors, vendors and con-
sumers.

Home health care work-
ers, including Personal 
Care Attendants (PCAs) 
and Home Health Aides 
in community and home-
based settings where they 
are providing patient-fac-
ing care; provided, how-
ever, the requirement shall 
only apply to the worker 
providing care. 

The following persons 
are exempt from the face 
coverings requirement:

Children under 5 years 
old. 

Persons for whom a 
face mask or covering cre-
ates a health risk or is not 
safe because of any of the 
following conditions or 
circumstances:

The face mask or cov-
ering affects the person’s 
ability to breathe safely;

The person has a men-
tal health or other medi-
cal diagnosis that advises 
against wearing a face 
mask or covering;

The person has a dis-
ability that prevents them 
from wearing a face mask 
or covering; or

The person depends on 
supplemental oxygen to 
breathe.

Mask advisory for vaccinated, unvaccinated residents
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HARBOR HOUSE COLLECTIVE DISPENSARY CELEBRATES GRAND OPENING

Inside the facility’s cannabis cultivation area, a staff member works to cut clones from the mother plants. 

Gabriel Londono gives guests a tour of the facility. Customers check out their purchase at Friday’s ribbon 
cutting and special event. 

Chelsea City Councilor Leo Robinson talks with Harbor 
House Collective staff. 

Chelsea City Councilor Todd Taylor, Miguel Londono, City Manager Thomas Ambrosino 
and City Solicitor Cheryl Watson. 

Harbor House Collective’s nautical themed lobby. 

Staff work the counter inside Harbor House Collective. 

City Solicitor Cheryl Watson talks with Harbor House Collective General Manager Mike 
Kerwin.

Photos by John Lynds

Harbor House Collec-
tive began selling a wide 
array of cannabis products 
produced from the dispen-
sary’s onsite grown facili-
ty at 80 Eastern Ave. 

Last Friday Harbor 
House Collective, owned 
by the Londono family, 
joined elected officials 

and community partners 
in cutting the ribbon on 
the new cannabis facility. 

The event featured a 
food truck, music as well 
as the unveiling of some 
new cannabis products not 
yet on the menu. 

The business is a verti-
cally integrated cannabis 
business that grows all the 
products they sell. 

A customer checks out. 
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cambridgesavings.com/savingscount
1Receive a $50 credit to your savings account when you set up recurring automatic transfers of at least $100 monthly from a CSB personal checking 
account into a CSB Simple Savings account between 1/17/2022 and 4/17/2022. You must complete the following requirements within each of the first 
six full calendar months following the initial automatic transfer. (1) Receive cumulative monthly direct deposits totaling $1,000 or more. Qualifying 
direct deposits are electronic deposits of your paycheck, pension or government benefits from your employer or the government. Person-to-person 
and bank transfers between your CSB accounts or accounts you have at other financial institutions do not qualify. (2) The cumulative transfers must 
remain in the receiving savings account until the end of the 6th month following the initial automatic transfer. For example, a qualifying automatic 
transfer set up during the month of January must meet the requirements in the months of February, March, April, May, June, and July for the offer. 
This offer cannot be combined with any other offers. Limit one offer per household. The value of the offer will be reported to the IRS as interest. The 
amount of $50 will be deposited to the receiving savings account in which the automatic transfer is set up within 30 days of completing requirements if 
qualification conditions are met, and the accounts remain open in good standing. Offer may be withdrawn at any time.  All other rules and regulations 
for checking and savings accounts apply. SAV-0050k  Rev 1/22

SET IT.
YOU 
WON’T 
REGRET IT.

Earn a $50 bonus when you make monthly transfers 
from your checking to your savings account.1

Special to the Record

The Chelsea City Coun-
cil presented citations to 
this year’s recipients of 
the Chelsea Black Com-
munity’s “Chelsea Trail-
blazers” awards in recog-
nition of their outstanding 
contributions to the health 
and wellness of the com-
munity.

Councillor-at-Large 
Leo Robinson led the pre-
sentation of the citations 
to Juan Gallego, Richelle 
Cromwell, Sara Arman, 
Loira Moore, Paul Smith, 
and Nicole McKoy.

“I would just like to 
congratulate all the re-
cipients for their tireless 
work within our commu-
nity, working to make our 
community a much better 
community,” said Robin-
son.

Councillors Judith Gar-
cia and Damali Vidot also 
congratulated the recip-
ients and recognized the 
leadership of CBC Presi-
dent Joan Cromwell and 
the work of the organiza-
tion.

“I know that today we 
are celebrating Trailblaz-
ers and their accomplish-

ments, but I want to take 
a moment to really cele-
brate the Chelsea Black 
Community,” said Garcia. 
“You have been instru-
mental. You have given so 
much to Chelsea cultural 
wise, investment wise, 
but above all, you really 
did rise to the occasion 
when we really needed 
you during the pandemic. 
I have seen you run that 
vaccination site in a way 
that is remarkable, in a 
way that is respectable. I 
commend you for all you 
do.”

Vidot said, “I have seen 

Joan Cromwell constantly 
advocating and pushing 
and making sure to talk 
about the real issues that 
are in this community. I 
just want to make sure 
that I tip my hat off to 
you. I appreciate you for 
how you show up in this 
world, for you create more 
leaders, how you empow-
er people around you. You 
are everything.”

In coordination with the 
observance of Black His-
tory Month, the CBC will 
honor the Chelsea Trail-
blazers during a virtual 
celebration Feb. 24.

City Council presents citations to the Chelsea Trailblazers

The Chelsea City Council presented citations to the Chelsea Black Community’s “Chelsea Trailblazers” at its Council meet-
ing Monday night at City Hall. Front row, from left, are Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot, award recipient Sara Arman, 
award recipient Paul Smith, Councillor-at-Large Leo Robinson, award recipient Loira Moore, award recipient Nicole 
McKoy, award recipient Richelle Cromwell, award recipient Juan Gallego, City Councillor Melinda Vega Maldonado, City 
Councillor Judith Garcia, and CBC President Joan Cromwell. Back row, from left, are City Councillor Giovanni Recupero, 
City Councillor Todd Taylor, Council President Roy Avellaneda, City Councillor Enio Lopez, City Councillor Calvin Brown, 
and City Councillor Norielez DeJesus.

CAPIC Executive Director Richelle Cromwell, with her hus-
band, Larry Elgart, and sister, CBC President Joan Crom-
well.

Chelsea Trailblazer award recipient Paul Smith, with his 
daughter, Marcy Smith, and granddaughter, Liliana Smith, 
Councillor-at-Large Leo Robinson, and City Manager Thom-
as Ambrosino.

City Manager Thomas Ambrosino is pictured with mem-
bers of the Cromwell family, at the City Council meeting 
Monday night, From left, are John Martin, Beverly Mar-
tin-Ross, Richelle Cromwell, City Manager Thomas Am-
brosino, Paula Cromwell, and CBC President Joan Crom-
well.

GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni and Associate Executive Director 
Maria Belen Power joined CBC President Joan Cromwell in congratulating award recipient 
Sara Arman of GreenRoots and members of her proud family at the City Council meeting 
Monday night.

From left, Sara Arman, Paul Smith, Councillor-at-Large Leo Robinson, Nicole McKoy, CBC 
President Joan Crowmell, Richelle Cromwell, Loira Moore, and Juan Gallego.
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CHS BOYS FINISH
THIRD AT GBL 
MEET; SET TWO 
CHS RECORDS

The Chelsea High boys 
indoor track and field 
team turned in a strong 
performance at last Fri-
day’s Greater Boston 
League (GBL) Meet that 
was held at the Reggie 
Lewis Track and Athletic 
Center in Roxbury.

Coach Cesar Heran-
dez’s Red Devils fin-
ished in third place in the 
team standings among 
the eight GBL schools. 
Hernandez’s crew com-
piled 66.75 points, behind 
only Revere (101.75) and 
Somerville (100.75).

Among the highlights 
of the meet for Chelsea 
was the setting of two new 
school records.

Emmanuel Simon set 
a new CHS mark in the 
55 meter dash when he 
sprinted to the finish line 
in a time of 6.93 seconds 
in the preliminary heat, 
topping the former mark 
of 6.99 that had been held 
by Nick Ieng.

Emmanuel ended up 
taking home a fourth-
place medal with a time of 
7.06 in the final.

Jeffrey Ponce’s toss of 
43’-2.75” in the shot-put 
broke the previous school 
mark of 42’-7” that had 
been held by Adriel Ro-
driguez. Jeffrey was the 
highest-individual finish-
er for Chelsea on the day, 
earning a second-place 
ribbon.

Both Jeffrey and Em-
manuel have qualified for 
the upcoming Division 2 
State Meet.

Other point-scorers for 
Chelsea in their individual 
events were: Ali Warsame 
with a fifth place in the 
300 dash in 39.59; Nate 
Nadow with a third in 
the 600 (1:34.22); Austin 
Freeman with a fifth in the 
600 (1:37.45); Sebastian 
Rendon with a third in the 
1000 (3:06.97); Ruben 
Padilla with a fifth in the 
1000 (3:10.78); Alex Es-
trada with a fourth in the 
mile (5:16.64); Alejandro 
Zepeda with a fifth in the 
mile (5:28.57); Ian Padil-
la with a fourth in the two 
mile (11:39.52); Johnny 
Maldonado with a sixth in 
the two-mile (12:12.41);  
Markland Richards, who 

tied for fourth in the high 
jump (5’-2”); and Simon 
with a third in the long 
jump (18’-1”).

The Chelsea 4 x 800 
relay quartet of Alex Es-
trada, Jose Olivar, Ruben 
Padilla, and Nate Nad-
ow won their race with a 
clocking of 9:38.43.

In the 4 x 200, the 
CHS foursome of Carlos 
Jimenez, Markland Rich-
ards, Ali Warsame, and 
Emmanuel Simon fin-
ished fourth in 1:44.12.

The 4 x 400 relay team 
of Alejandro Zepeda, Aus-
tin Freeman, Sebastian 
Rendon, and Johnny Mal-
donado also took fourth 
spot in 4:02.95.

CHS GIRLS FINISH
FOURTH AT GBL 
MEET; RODRIGUEZ 
SETS CHS MARK

The Chelsea High girls 
indoor track and field 
team turned in a fine 
performance at Friday’s 
Greater Boston League 
(GBL) Meet that was held 
at the Reggie Lewis Track 
and Field Center.

The Lady Red Devils 
finished in fourth place 
among the eight GBL 
schools with  56 points, 
behind Revere (76 points), 
Medford (72), and Lynn 
English (66), and just 
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CHS RED DEVILS BOYS BASKETBALL FALL TO EVERETT 79-68 
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By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election
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By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900
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Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET
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TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 
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Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G

Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Your Ad Here

Call 781 485 0588

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4

Police News 16

Sports 11

Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
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CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
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without 
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NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.

Wednesday, January 12, 2022

Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.Everett Independent

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  

aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888

OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900

FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss

Mon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm

385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 

THURSDAY, JAnUARY 13, 2022
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHY

The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.
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Last Friday night the 
CHS Varsity Boys Basket-
ball Team traveled to EHS 
to take on the Crimson 
Tide, in a closely fought 
matchup the Red Devils 
lost by 11 points. 

Head Coach Judah Jackson talks things over with the team at a time out. Eldon Bonitto was a big part of the CHS offense.

James Davis was part of many scoring plays for the Red 
Devils.

Despite the loss, center Wl Jean-Baptiste had a great game 
on both ends of the court.

Senior James Davis with a huge blocked shot gave life to 
the CHS defense.

Wil Jean-Baptiste looks to make a play while closely guard-
ed.

Joey Zelaya-Fiallos blocks any play to be made in the paint.
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Santos E. Ulloa,  45, 
passed away at the Beth 
Israel Hospital in Boston 
after a brief illness.  

Born and raised in Ju-
ticalpa, Honduras, he was 
a son of the late Plutarco 
Ulloa and Marta Mejia. 

Santos was a resident 
of Chelsea for the past 19 
years and was employed at 
Garden Fresh Salad Co. in 
Chelsea.

In his spare time, San-
tos was an avid movie 
enthusiast who most en-
joyed action and comedy 
movies.  He loved his time 
with family and was a 
keen card player.  He also 
enjoyed watching soccer 
games and would proudly 
represent his home coun-
try when Honduras would 
play.

Our hearts are deep-
ly saddened and we have 
no words to describe the 
pain left by his sudden de-
parture, but his presence 
will always live on in our 
hearts and everyone else 
whose heart he managed 
to touch.

He is survived by his 
loving children; Eily Ulloa 
and Gregory Alejandro 
Ulloa, both of Chelsea and 
Carlos Edilberto Ulloa and 
Jose Ulloa, both at home 
in Honduras.   He was the 
cherished grandfather of 
Kiara and Raul Ulloa and 
dear brother of; Santia-
go Ulloa and Edie Ulloa, 
both of Chelsea and Marie 
Ulloa, Juan DeDios, Ulloa 
and Ilsi Ulloa, all in Hon-
duras.

Visiting hours were 
held at the Welsh Funer-
al Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea on Tuesday.  Ser-
vices will conclude with 
Santos being laid to rest in 
Arimis, Honduras. 

A los 45 años de edad, 
Santos falleció en el Hos-
pital Beth Israel de Bos-
ton después de una breve 
enfermedad.   Nacido y 
criado en Juticalpa, Hon-
duras, era hijo del falleci-
do Plutarco Ulloa y Marta 
Mejía. 

Santos fue residente de 
Chelsea durante los últi-
mos 19 años.   Santos fue 
empleado en Garden Fresh 
Salad Co. en Chelsea.

En su tiempo libre, San-

tos era un ávido entusiasta 
del cine y disfrutaba más 
de las películas de acción 
y comedia.   Amaba su ti-
empo con la familia y era 
un entusiasta jugador de 
cartas.   También disfru-
taba viendo partidos de 
fútbol y representaba con 
orgullo a su país de origen 
cuando Honduras jugaba.

Nuestros corazones 
están profundamente en-
tristecidos, y no tenemos 
palabras para describir el 
dolor dejado por su re-
pentina partida, pero su 
presencia siempre vivirá 
en nuestros corazones y 
en todos los demás cuyo 
corazón logró tocar.

Le sobreviven sus am-
orosos hijos; Eily Ulloa y 
Gregory Alejandro Ulloa 
ambos del Chelsea, Car-
los Edilberto Ulloa y José 
Ulloa ambos en casa en 
Honduras.   Fue el queri-
do abuelo de Kiara y Raul 
Ulloa y querido hermano 
de; Santiago Ulloa y Edie 
Ulloa ambos de Chelsea 
Marie Ulloa, Juan DeDios 
Ulloa e Ilsi Ulloa todos en 
Honduras.

Los familiares y amigos 
están muy amablemente 
invitados a asistir a las 
horas de visita en la Fu-
neraria Welsh, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea el martes 15 
de febrero de 4:00 p.M. a 
8:00 p.M.  Por orden de la 
Junta de Salud de Chelsea, 
todos los visitantes deben 
usar máscaras faciales 
mientras están en la funer-
aria.   Los servicios con-
cluirán con santos siendo 
enterrado en Arimis, Hon-
duras. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit;  
www.WelshFH.com.

To place a  memoriam 

please call 781-485-0588
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Santos Ulloa
February 24, 1976 – February 8. 20

Ann M. (Tennerini) Lu-
ciano passed away unex-
pectedly on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 13 in the peaceful 
surroundings of her home 
in Saugus.  She was 91 
years of age. 

Born in Chelsea and 
raised in East Boston, she 
was one of eight children 
of the late Giuseppe and 
Maria (Barbetta) Tenner-
ini.  She graduated High 
School in East Boston. 

Ann was married to Vin-
cent Luciano for 57 years 
and together they raised 
three daughters from their 
home on Columbus Street 
in Chelsea.  She was a res-
ident of Chelsea for most 
of her life and moved to 
Saugus to reside with her 
daughter seven years ago.  

Ann was passionately 
devoted to home and fam-
ily.  She also worked as an 
IRA Supervisor for Metro 
Credit Union for over 20 
years, retiring in 1998.  A 
devout Catholic, she was 
an active parishioner at 
Our Lady of Grace Par-
ish for many years.  In her 
lifetime, Ann enjoyed the 
excitement of visiting lo-
cal casinos and traveling 
to Las Vegas.  She loved 
gardening and hosting 
weekly Saturday night 
dinners and holidays in 
her home.  She looked for-
ward to decorating for the 
holidays and one Christ-
mas she was awarded for 
having the best decorated 
house in Chelsea. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Ann was also pre-
deceased by her husband, 
Vincent J. Luciano in 
2016 and her siblings, Ce-
lia Borden, Sabina Cioto, 
Viola LaMarco, Louise 
Lyon, Theresa Paterna, 
Edmund Tennerini and Jo-
seph Tennerini, Jr.  

She is survived by her 
beloved daughters and 
their spouses: Joan M. 
Federico and her husband, 
Pasquale “Pat” of Sau-

gus, Janet Luciano and 
her husband, Steve Stod-
dard of Tewksbury and 
Judith Luciano and her 
husband, Brian Seigel of 
No. Andover.  She was the 
cherished grandmother of 
Frank Federico of Saugus 
and Dr. Domenic Marti-
nello and his wife, Natalie 
of Las Vegas.  She is also 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
members and friends.   

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend her visiting hours 
from the Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea on Friday, Febru-
ary 18 from 4 to 8 p.m. Per 
order of the Chelsea Board 
of Health, all visitors are 
required to wear face 
masks while in the Funer-
al Home.  Funeral from 
the Welsh Funeral Home 
on Saturday at 9 a.m. im-
mediately followed by a 
Funeral Mass at Our Lady 
of Grace Church, 59 Nich-
ols Street, Malden. 

Services will conclude 
with entombment at Holy 
Cross Mausoleum, Mal-
den. 

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Ann’s 
name may be made to 
MGH Avon Breast Can-
cer Investigation Fund, 
125 Nashua St., Suite 540, 
Boston, MA 02114-1101.

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

At 94 years of age, 
Harold W. Reid passed 
away on Sunday, Febru-
ary 13, while at the Mel-
rose-Wakefield Hospital 
in Melrose after a short 
decline of health. 

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, he was one of 
six children of the late 
William R. and Annie M. 
(Delaney) Reid.  Harold 
attended local schools 
and graduated from Chel-
sea High School.  He en-
listed in the US Army, 
served honorably during 
the closing years of WW 
II and was discharged a 
disabled veteran.  Harold 
worked as a cutter/stacker 
for many years at Forbes 
Lithograph in Chelsea. 

He was married to Di-
ane “Gidget” Lee (Snow) 
Wodzenski-Reid for the 
past 36 years and together 
resided in Saugus.

He was a longtime 
member of the Polish Fal-
cons Nest 485 in Chelsea, 
the DAV

Chapter 10, the Mal-
den Moose Club, The 
Beachmont VFW, held 
dual membership with 
the Saugus and Winthrop 
Lodge of Elks, The Fox 
Hill Yacht Club in Saugus, 
and the Star of Bethlehem 
Lodge A.F.& A.M.  In his 
lifetime he was loyal to all 
his clubs and fraternal as-
sociations rarely missing a 
meeting or social gather-
ing.  He is fondly remem-
bered for his devotion to 
his wife and is remem-
bered for his warm cordial 
demeanor and exceptional 
gentlemanly personality. 

In addition to his par-
ents, Harold was prede-
ceased by his first wife, 
Loretta (Wojciechowski) 
Reid, his sisters and broth-
ers, the late Phyllis Anton-
elli, Lilian Tirro, Robert 
D., and John Reid.  He is 
survived by his beloved 
wife, Diane “Gidget” Lee 
(Snow) Wodzenski-Reid 
of Saugus and a brother, 

Joseph Reid of
Chelsea.  He is also sur-

vived by numerous nieces, 
nephews extended family 
members and friends. 

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend his visiting hours in

the Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea today, Thursday, 
February 17 from 4 to 8 
p.m.  A Masonic Service 
will be held in the Funeral 
Home at 7:30 p.m.

Per order of the Chelsea 
Board of Health, all vis-
itors are required to wear 
face masks while in the 
Funeral Home.  Funeral 
Services will be held from 
the Welsh Funeral Home 
on Friday at 10 a.m.  Ser-
vices will conclude with 
interment and Military 
Honors at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.  After 
the services, the family 
will gather again to hon-
or his life at the Fox Hill 
Yacht Club, 114 Ballard 
St., Saugus. 

Should friends desire, 
contributions in his mem-
ory may be made to a 
favorite charity of their 
choice.  Arrangements 
were given to the care and 
direction of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit:​ 
www.WelshFH.com.

Ann Luciano
September 11, 1930 - February 13, 2022

Harold Reid
December 13, 1927 - February 13, 2022

Nicoletta Incerto
Loving caretaker and talented cook known 

for her lasagna
Nicoletta L. (Griffo) In-

certo  of Chelsea passed 
away peacefully at the age 
of 90 surrounded by fami-
ly on February 10. 

The beloved wife of 70 
years to the late Dr. Rich-
ard A. Incerto Sr., she was 
the loving mother of Roni 
M Melisi of Sandwich and 
the late Richard A. Incerto 
Jr. and his wife, Theresa 
of Hamilton; cherished 
grandmother of Corey Fe-
altman and her husband, 
James of Beverly, Chris-
tine Urann and her hus-
band, William of Hanover 
and Mark Melisi and his 
wife, Nicola of Walpole; 
proud great grandmother 
of Nicoletta, Stella, Vic-
toria, James, Benjamin, 
Jacob and Raymond and 
loving sister of the late 
Frances Gargano and Guy 
Griffo.

Nicoletta was born in 
Chelsea on January 11, 
1932 to the late Gabriel 
and Lucia (Capone) Griffo 
and Nicoletta and her late 
husband, Dick settled in 
Chelsea to raise their two 
children, living here for 
over fifty years. She was 
a talented cook known for 
her lasagna and a loving 
caretaker. Nicoletta en-
joyed spending time with 
her family and drinking 

wine. She loved the quiet 
comfort of her own home 
where she enjoyed reading 
and caring for her plants. 
When she was younger, 
she loved to go out danc-
ing with Dick and spend 
time at the beach. She also 
cherished her shopping 
trips with her sister, Fran-
ces.

A funeral service was 
held for both Richard and 
Nicoletta on Monday, 
February 14 at the Wood-
lawn Cemetery Chapel, 
302 Elm St. Everett and 
burial folled at Woodlawn.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the American 
Heart Association, 300 5th 
Ave, Waltham, MA 02451 
or at  www.heart.org. To 
send a message of condo-
lence please visit  www.
gatelyfh.com.

Dr. Richard Incerto, Sr.
Retired Superintendent of Melrose Schools 

loved and admired by many

Dr. Richard A. “Dick” 
Incerto Sr. of Chelsea 
passed away peacefully 
on February 9. 

The be-
loved hus-
band of 70 
years to the 
late Nicolet-
ta L. (Griffo) 

Incerto, he was the loving 
father of Roni M Melisi 
of Sandwich and the late 
Richard A. Incerto Jr. and 
his wife, Theresa of Ham-
ilton; cherished grandfa-
ther of Corey Fealtman 
and her husband, James of 
Beverly, Christine Urann 
and her husband, William 
of Hanover and Mark 
Melisi and his wife, Nico-
la of Walpole; proud great 
grandfather of Nicoletta, 
Stella, Victoria, James, 
Benjamin, Jacob and Ray-
mond.

Dick was born in East 
Boston on November 
15, 1930 to the late An-
tonio and Cristina (De-
Leone) Incerto. Out of 
High School, he joined 
the United States Coast 
Guard, proudly served his 
country and was honor-
ably discharged. After ser-
vice in the Coast Guard, 
he worked various jobs 
before he ultimately be-
came Superintendent of 
Melrose Schools. He was 
very active in his commu-
nity and enjoyed spending 
time with his family and 
friends.

Dick had a passion for 

life and learning. He went 
to Boston University and 
then studied at Harvard. 
He was a skilled wood-
worker among many other 
talents. Even in his 90’s, 
Dick always made sure 
to keep up with technolo-
gy. He learned how to use 
Alexa, facetime with his 
grandchildren and read 
books on his kindle. Dick 
was loved and admired by 
many.

A funeral service was 
held for both Richard and 
Nicoletta on Monday, 
February 14 at the Wood-
lawn Cemetery Chapel, 
302 Elm St. Everett. Buri-
al which included Mili-
tary Honors for Dick, a 
US Coast Guard Korean 
War Veteran, followed at 
Woodlawn.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the American 
Heart Association. 300 
5th Ave, Waltham, MA 
02451 or at  www.heart.
org. To send a message 
of condolence please vis-
it www.gatelyfh.com.



Thursday, February 17, 2022	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Page 9

Copy for a Sticky due
3 weeks prior to  run date

Four Options to Choose From

$900

7,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM       DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
781-485-0588

$600 $800$700

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

STICK TO IT!
Share your message in our 
paper with a STICKY NOTE

OPEN HOUSE?
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FUNDRAISER?
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NEED-TO-KNOW  
INFO?
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Keep your name in 
the eyes of our 
thousands of 

readers!

By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
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Rosemarie Addivinola
Of Everett

Rosemarie (Pepper) 
Addivinola of Everett died 
on February 9. 

The beloved wife of 
Anthony Addivinola, she 
was the loving mother of 
Joseph Hickey and his 
wife, June, Ronald Hickey 
and his girlfriend, Lorena, 
Sandra Hickey, Pamela 
and her husband, Orazio 
De Luca and Samantha 
Addivinola; sister of Bet-
ty Pepper, Frankie and his 
wife, Michelle Pepper, 
Warren Pepper and the 
late Leonard Pepper and 
his wife, Jackie; grand-
mother of eight and great 
grandmother of one. Rose-
marie is also survived by a 
very close friend, Valerie 

Sheppard and many niec-
es, nephews and cousins. 

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Salvatore 
Rocco & Sons Funeral 
Home, 331 Main Street, 
Everett. Interment was in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett.

Catherine Cunningham
She will be remembered for her kindness, 

generosity and sense of humor

Catherine F. “Cathy” 
(McCarthy) Cunning-
ham  passed  away  after a 
long illness on February 
10  surrounded by family 
at the age of 77.  

Born in Chelsea, the 
daughter of the late Jo-
seph J. and Frances H. 
(Doherty) McCarthy, she 
leaves behind her beloved 
son, Leo P. Cunningham 
along with his wife, Ni-
cole and their children: 
Chloe, William (Sanford) 
and Leo P. Cunningham, 
II. She also leaves her 
brother, Leo McCarthy 
and  his partner, Nancy 
A.  Baynes of East Sand-
wich, her devoted friend, 
Lucy Tramonte of  Chel-
sea and  loving Godson, 
Domenic Saraceni and 
her nieces: Charlene, Tri-
na and Jeannie May.  She 
was also pre-deceased 
by her brother, James 
J. “Icky” McCarthy,

Well known in the com-
munity, she worked in the 
service industry for many 
years. She will be remem-
bered for her kindness, 
generosity and  sense of 
humor.    Her personality 
allowed her to connect 
with all she met regardless 
of circumstance.  She will 

be missed. 
Friends and fami-

ly are kindly invited to 
her Celebration of Life 
Ceremony in the Smith 
Funeral Home, 125 
Washington Ave., Chel-
sea  today, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 17 from 4 to 7 p.m.

Funeral Services and 
entombment will be pri-
vate.    In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made 
to St Anthony’s Shrine, 
100 Arch St. Boston, MA 
02110  or at www.stantho-
nyshrine.org

Those attending visit-
ing hours are reminded 
that the City of Chelsea 
Board of Health requires 
face coverings in all pub-
lic spaces and reasonable 
social distancing is recom-
mended.

OBITUARIES

ahead of Somerville (55 
points).

The top highlight for 
Chelsea was the establish-
ment of a new school re-
cord in the 600 meter dash 
by Gizelle Rodriguez with 
a time of 1:46.23, breaking 
the previous CHS mark of 
1:48.64 that had been held 
by Jocelyn Poste. 

Gizelle’s superb per-
formance gave her a sec-
ond-place finish at the 
meet, just 2.73 seconds 
behind the winning Med-
ford girl and 6.49 seconds 
ahead of the third-place 
finisher.

Gizelle also scored four 
points with a fourth-place 
finish in the long jump 
with a leap of 14’-1.25” 
and contributed two points 
as her share of running a 
leg on the second-place 4 
x 400 quartet.

Altogether, Gizelle 
scored 14 points on the 
day and has qualified for 
the upcoming D-2 State 
Meet in the 600.

Other Lady Red Devils 
who added points to the 
CHS column on the score-
sheet by finishing in the 
top six were:

600: 4th from Darily 
Sanchez (2:04.92)

1000: 4th from Giselle 
Olivar (3:48.98)

1 Mile: 4th from Rosa-
linda Rojas (7:13.86)

2 Mile: 3rd Holly Hat-
leberg (15:38.83)

SP: 2nd Dhalia Christ-
mas (27’0”)

HJ: 6th Jasmine Mara-
diaga (4’4”)

4x200: 6th (2:14.32) 
Valerie Ramirez, Lauren 
Nadow, Hazel Hatleberg, 
Jasmine Maradiaga

4x800: 2nd (13:26.29) 
Reina Martino, Reina 
Moreira, Holly Hatleberg, 
Rosalinda Rojas

4x400: 2nd (4:51.18) 
Giselle Olivar, Gizelle 
Rodriguez, Jasmine Mara-
diaga, Darily Sanchez

SENIOR NIGHT 
TONIGHT
FOR CHS BOYS 
BASKETBALL

The Chelsea High boys 
basketball team will hold 
its Senior Night festivities 
this evening (Thursday) 
when the Red Devils host 
non-league opponent Wa-
tertown at the CHS gym. 
The opening tip is set for 
7:00.

Chelsea edged Water-
town, 58-54, in their first 
meeting.

The Red Devils, who 
stand at 9-9 on the season, 
will wrap up their regular 
season next Tuesday after-
noon with a contest at East 
Boston. 

Chelsea needs to win 
one of their final two 
games in order to secure 
a spot in the post-season 
state tourney.

An indictment was un-
sealed charging a Massa-
chusetts man for allegedly 
obstructing an investiga-
tion into fires set at Jew-
ish-affiliated institutions 
in Arlington, Needham 
and Chelsea, Mass. in 
May 2019.

Alexander Giannaka-
kis, 35, formerly of Quin-
cy, Mass., was arrested 
by Swedish authorities in 
a Stockholm suburb, at 
the request of the United 
States. Giannakakis was 
indicted by a federal grand 
jury in Boston for mak-
ing false statements in a 
matter involving domestic 
terrorism; falsifying, con-
cealing and covering up 
a material fact in a matter 
involving domestic terror-
ism by trick, scheme and 
device; concealing records 
in a federal investigation; 
tampering with docu-
ments and objects; and 
tampering with an official 
proceeding. The United 
States plans to seek his ex-
tradition to face charges in 
Boston.

 United States Attor-
ney Rachael S. Rollins 
said, “Today’s arrest in 
Stockholm came about as 
a result of a close partner-
ship with our state, local, 
federal and international 
law enforcement partners 
– specifically our Swedish 
counterparts. International 
cooperation is critical to 
our efforts to get justice 
and accountability for our 
victims here in Massachu-
setts.”  

“On behalf of FBI Bos-
ton’s Joint Terrorism Task 
Force, I’d like to thank 
the Swedish Security Ser-
vice for their assistance in 
helping us bring justice 
to the citizens who have 
been victimized,” said 
Joseph R. Bonavolonta, 
Special Agent in Charge 
of the FBI Boston Divi-
sion. “The FBI’s strong 
relationship and close co-

ordination with them was 
critical to the success of 
this investigation.”

According to the indict-
ment, in and around Feb-
ruary 2020, Giannakakis’s 
younger brother became 
the prime suspect in an 
investigation into four 
fires that had been set at 
Jewish-related institutions 
in the Boston area: the 
first during the evening of 
May 11, 2019 at a Chabad 
Center in Arlington; the 
second at the same loca-
tion during the evening of 
May 16, 2019; the third at 
a Chabad Center in Need-
ham; and the fourth during 
the evening of May 26, 
2019 at Jewish-affiliated 
business in Chelsea.

Giannakakis’s younger 
brother was hospitalized 
and in a coma since No-
vember 2019, approxi-
mately six months after the 
fourth fire. He remained in 
a coma until his death.

Investigators learned 
that Giannakakis had left 
the United States alleged-
ly with his younger broth-
er’s electronic devices and 
papers, and brought them 
to Sweden. In March 2020 
Giannakakis re-entered 
the United States with 
his brother’s electronics. 
When Giannakakis was 
in Quincy, Mass., he was 
asked by investigators 
about his younger broth-
er’s connection to the fires 
and whether the family 
had a storage unit. Gi-
annakakis allegedly told 
investigators that his par-
ents had a storage unit at 
a nearby storage facility, 
and later admitted that he 
maintained and controlled 
access to it.  Following 
a search of the storage 
unit, Giannakakis was 
also asked where else his 
brother might have kept 
property. Giannakakis al-
legedly responded that 
there were no other loca-
tions.

The indictment further 
alleges that Giannakakis 
knew that these statements 
and actions were inten-
tionally false and mislead-
ing, as the night before 
he had visited both the 
storage unit and a second 
storage unit at the same 
facility, which contained 
items belonging to his 
younger brother, including 
t-shirts with a swastika de-
picted on the front, a box 
with his brother’s name 
on it, his brother’s pass-
port, a notebook with his 
brother’s name on it and 
a swastika drawn inside, 
and a black backpack con-
taining a bottle of cyanide. 
Giannakakis had allegedly 
leased the second storage 
unit himself and listed his 
younger brother as an au-
thorized user. It is alleged 
that Giannakakis deliber-
ately lied about the second 
storage unit and concealed 
it from investigators to 
prevent them from seizing 
his brother’s property.  

Finally, the indictment 
alleges that on March 22, 
2020, Giannakakis went 
to the second storage unit 
and removed items be-
longing to his younger 
brother that were relevant 
and material to the ongo-
ing arson investigation, in-
cluding the backpack and 
the bottle of cyanide. Lat-
er that evening, Gianna-
kakis departed the United 
States for Sweden and has 
not returned since. 

The charges of making 
false statements in a mat-
ter involving domestic ter-
rorism and falsifying, con-
cealing, and covering up 
a material fact in a matter 
involving domestic terror-
ism by trick, scheme, and 
device each provide for 
a sentence of up to eight 
years in prison, three years 
of supervised release and 
a fine of $250,000. The 
charges of concealing re-
cords in a federal inves-

tigation, tampering with 
documents and objects, 
and tampering with an 
official proceeding each 
provide for a sentence 
of up to 20 years in pris-
on, three years of super-
vised release and a fine 
of $250,000.   Sentences 
are imposed by a federal 
district court judge based 
upon the U.S. Sentencing 
Guidelines and other stat-
utory factors.

United States Attorney 
Rachael S. Rollins; Joseph 
R. Bonavolonta, Special 
Agent in Charge of the 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, Boston Division; 
Chief Juliann Flaherty 
of the Arlington Police 
Department; Chief John 
Schlittler of the Needham 
Police Department; Chief 
Brian Kyes of the Chelsea 
Police Department; Chief 
Paul Keenan of the Quin-
cy  Police Department; 
Colonel Christopher Ma-
son, Superintendent of 
the Massachusetts State 
Police; and State Fire 
Marshal Peter Ostroskey 
made the announcement 
today.  Substantial assis-
tance was provided by the 
Swedish law enforcement 
authorities including the 
Swedish Security Service, 
as well as the Justice De-
partment’s Office of In-
ternational Affairs and the 
FBI Boston’s Joint Terror-
ism Task Force. The case 
is being prosecuted by As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Scott 
L. Garland, Acting Chief 
of Rollins’ National Se-
curity Unit, and Assistant 
U.S. Attorneys Jason A. 
Casey and John McNeil, 
also with Rollins’ Crimi-
nal Division.

The details contained 
in the charging documents 
are allegations. The defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
unless and until proven 
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt in a court of 
law.

Man indicted for obstructing investigation 
into fires at Jewish-affiliated institutions



Page 10	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Thursday, February 17, 2022

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

LANDSCAPING

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL KATHY AT  781-485-0588 x110 

OR EM
AIL  KBRIGHT@

REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE ROOFING

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

LOT of winemak-
ing Equip.-
Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), 
demijohn, 

bottles(5),hy-
drometer, many 
corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & 
more. $150 or 

B.R.O. Mike 
617-721-9138
1/26

FOR SALE SEEKING INFO

For Advertising Rates,
 Call 781-485-0588

CHELSEA
Land on Chelsea 
Creek for Lease

Water Dependent 
Industrial Uses Only

Please Contact:
Andy McLaughlin
(312) 935-2800

If you or someone you know worked 
for the Wreckers/Laborers Union 1421 
out of Chelsea between 1970 and 1985 
and worked with or knew William Moore 
please call Rebecca at Simmons Hanly 

Conroy toll-free at (855) 988-2537.  
You can also email Rebecca at 
rcockrell@simmonsfirm.com.

ATTENTION

DEADLINES: For 
classified line 
ads, deadlines 
are Monday 

by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
-----------------
SELLING YOUR 

AUTO? Call for 
our 4 week 
special! Call 
781-485-0588

WINTHROP MARKETPLACE

DELI HELP
WANTED

• MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD
• MUST BE FLEXIBLE 

WITH HOURS

APPLY WITHIN
35 Revere St, Winthrop, MA 02152

HELP WANTED

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its last public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is with the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890

VOLUME 120, No. 25

THURSDAY, SepTembeR 3, 2020

35 CENTS

Newspaper GroupINDEPENDENT

www.
chelse

areco
rd.com

A NOTE TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS & READERS

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH

 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

News and Advertising Deadlines for the 

week of Sept. 9th & 10th will be

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4TH AT 4PM

Celebrate SafelyEmail news to

editor@reverejournal.com

Email Advertisements to

deb@reverejournal.com

((661177))  224422--55995500                  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..RReeppDDaannRRyyaann..ccoomm
Paid Political Advertisement

Thank You CHELSEA 

For your support!

I look forward to continuing to serve as YOUR Representative!
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(617) 242-5950    http://www.RepDanRyan.com

See ST. STANISLAUS  Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is the honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State Rep. Democratic Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.
Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the trend in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this time 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professional 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (God Bless You) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years

Call (781) 485-0588 to place your 
subscription over the phone!
Name:_________________________
Address:_______________________
______________________________
City:______________Zip:_________

Mail to: Independent Newspapers, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere 
MA 02151 with a check or cash payment

Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Roberto 
Jiménez-Rivera, who last 
month launched his cam-
paign for State Represen-
tative in the newly-created 
11th Suffolk district, has 
secured his first endorse-
ment from the national or-
ganization Run For Some-
thing. Run for Something 
recruits and supports 
young, diverse progres-
sives to run for down-bal-
lot races. The 11th Suffolk 
includes all of Chelsea 
and one precinct in Ever-
ett, and is one of the new 
districts of opportunity, 
where racial or linguistic 

minorities make up the 
majority of residents, cre-
ated through the redistrict-
ing process last year.

“I’m excited that Run 
for Something is joining 
our movement to bring 

Chelsea and Everett au-
thentic representation in 
the House of Representa-
tives. Building the leader-
ship pipeline is crucial in 
our fight for justice and 
equity, and RFS has been 
doing the work for years. 
I look forward to our con-
tinued partnership.”

Roberto Jiménez-Rive-
ra lives in Chelsea with his 
wife Sarah and his 18-mo 
old son Robi.

For more information 
https://electroberto.org.

For more information 
about Run For Something 
https://runforsomething.
net/.

Roberto Jiménez-Rivera secures first organizational 
endorsement from national group Run For Something

Roberto Jiménez-Rivera.
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By Stephen Quigley

Officials from the Encore 
Boston appeared before the 
Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission (MGC) last 
Thursday morning to pres-
ent revised plans for a new 
development across from 
the casino on lower Broad-
way. 

Chris Gordon, President 
of Wynn Resorts Devel-
opment, which is seeking 
to have the development 
not be subject to the same 
MGC oversight as the ca-
sino, explained his com-
pany’s plans for the four-
block site that will include 
a parking garage for 2,900 
cars, 20,000 square feet of 
retail space, two to three 
hotels, and an event cen-
ter that will seat up to 999 
people, which has been 
reduced in the last month 
from the original plan for 
1,900 seats.

“Broadway is getting 
better and better,” Gordon 
said.

All facilities, to be 
owned by East Properties 
LLC, will be run by inde-
pendent vendors other than 
Wynn Resorts, which holds 
the gaming license. Also 
included in the project is an 
elevated pedestrian bridge 
that will rise above the pres-
ent six-lane highway. The 
highway could be widened 
to 10 lanes of traffic, bus 
lanes, and bicycle lanes. 

The garage and event 
center are expected to be in 
the first phase of the proj-
ect, with the garage acting 
to screen the power plant.  
The street design will in-
clude significant green 
space on the front. The time 
frame for the full build-out 
of the project is anticipated 
to take 10 years.

The Encore officials 
traced the history of the site 
for the commissioners to 
show why the new devel-
opment, which they said is 
separate from the casino, 
should not come under the 
purview of the MGC.

Attorney Samuel Starr 
of Mintz Levin laid out the 
criteria that would exclude 
the site and the pedestrian 
bridge from MGC purview.

He noted that Wynn will 
not have any ownership in 
the buildings and that all 
leases will be done by East 
Properties LLC. 

“The hotels and restau-
rants do not enhance the 
gaming area of Encore, as 
they lie across the high-
way,” Starr said. ”Common 
ownership is not the case 
here. Once construction is 
completed, all buildings 
will be leased to indepen-
dent entities.”

The footbridge, termed a 
“non-traditional structure,” 
seemed to be the area of 
contention for commission-
ers, who were concerned 
that the people who use the 
bridge, including children, 
could accidentally gain ac-
cess to the gaming floor at 
Encore by using an exit or 
the elevator as they seek to 
leave or get onto the walk-

way.
Earlier in the meeting, 

Gordon had stated that 
presently it is estimated 
that 30% of the capaci-
ty of the roadway is being 
lost because of the use of 
signal buttons by pedestri-
ans in order to cross lower 
Broadway. He noted that 
the bridge will be clean and 
safe with stairs, escalators, 
and elevators.  “This struc-
ture has nothing to do with 
Wynn,” he said.

However, Commission-
er Bradford Hill noted that 
“the bridge ends at Encore 

on the second floor and 
people could accidentally 
get on the gaming floor.”

Gordon noted that there 
will be two exits for pedes-
trians that are well before 
they reach the interior of 
Encore and that security 
officers would stop anyone 
who does not have a pass 
to enter the gaming floor. 
He further noted that the 
“exits can be anywhere you 
want.”

Hill also had a question 
about the security of the 
parking garage.  Another 
Wynn official responded 

that “there will be securi-
ty in the garage and it will 
be a safe place.” He added, 
“This will not be used pri-
marily by visitors to Encore 
Boston Harbor.”

The next step in the pro-
cess for this proposal before 
the MGC will be held on 
February 28 when public 
input will be taken. Written 
comments can be submitted 
by February 25.

Encore officials are ex-
pected to be back before the 
MGC at the March meet-
ing.

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU22P0095EA
Estate of:
David J. Meaney
Date of Death:
10/27/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Kathleen M. 
Luongo of Wakefield, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Kathleen M. Luongo 
of Wakefield, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond un 
unsupervised adminis-
tration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE	
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
03/23/2022.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 09, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114

(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.
SU19P1175EA
Estate of:
John B. Hoar, 
III
Date of Death:
03/09/2019
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by Cheryl. 
Byrne of Marblehead, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance 
of a final account, and 
other such relief as may 
be requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on 03/04/2022.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a written ap-
pearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
From the Law Offices
Of Casey & Lundregan PC
71 Washington Street 
2nd Fl.
Salem, MA 01970

978-741-3888
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 11, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that a
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

MEETING
for a proposed Marijuana 
Establishment is sched-
uled:
February 23, 2022, at 
6:00 PM
260 Second Street Chel-
sea, MA 02150 
or join on ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82810871667?p-
wd=aVVnN-
kZyOW9aaG9rNFJwazQv-
dEgvUT09 
The location for the 
proposed Marijuana 
Retailer is:
270 Second St., Chelsea, 
MA 02150.
There will be an opportu-
nity for the public to ask 
questions.
Please contact Attorney 
Sheila Grant with any in-
quiries at (781)396.9494 
or sheila@grantlawoffic-
es.com, DMS Trinity, LLC.

2/10/22, 2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Esta noticia es para infor-

marles que habra una
REUNION DE LA COMU-

NIDAD
en donde se les informa-
ra de la propuesta para 
establecer
un negocio de Mari-

juana. La reunion esta 
programada para:
el   23 Febrero 2022, 
6:00PM
260 Second Street, Chel-
sea, MA 02150 
particpar de la reunión 
en a ZOOM a https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/82810871667?pwd=aV-
VnNkZyOW9aaG9rN-
FJwazQvdEgvUT09 
La direccion propuesta 
para vender Marijuana 
sera en la:
270 Second St., Chelsea, 
MA 02150.
Durante la reunion el 
public tendra la oportuni-
dad de hacer preguntas.
Por favor llamar a 
Lie. Sheila Grant, con 
cualquiera pregunta 
(781)396.9494, 
sheila@grantlawoffices.
com, DMS Trinity, LLC.

2/10/22, 2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY SEAL
CITY OF CHELSEA 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
Mass Appraisal Services 
for Assessment of Mixed-
Use Properties
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Proposals for marked 
“Mass Appraisal Services 
for Assessment of Mixed-
Use Properties”.
Request for Proposals 
will be available on or 
after February 17, 2022 
by contacting Dragica 
Ivanis, Chief Procure-
ment Officer at divanis@
chelseama.gov or by vis-

iting the City’s website at 
http://www.chelseama.
gov/purchasing/pages/
current-bids-solicitations.
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Mass Appraisal Services 
for Assessment of Mixed-
Use Properties” and   
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00 AM on March 03, 
2022.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement 
Officer

2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: GreenStar
Herbals, Inc.
d/b/a Rise

200 Beecham Street
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing Com-
mission

Notice is hereby given 
that the Chelsea Licens-
ing Commission will 

hold a public hearing 
via Zoom on Thursday, 
March 10, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. at the City Council 
Conference Room, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA, 
for an Amusement & 
Entertainment License 
application for GreenStar 
Herbals, Inc.d/b/a Rise 
at 200 Beecham Street, 
Chelsea, MA. 02150.  
Please be advised that 
you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters of this 
hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

2/17/22, 2/24/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: Victoria’s Diner
92 Washington Avenue

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing Com-

mission
Notice is hereby given 
that the Chelsea Licens-
ing Commission will 
hold a public hearing 
via Zoom on Thursday, 
March 10, 2022 at 6:00 
p.m. for an Amusement 
& Entertainment License 
application for Victoria’s 
Diner at 92 Washington 
Avenue, Chelsea, MA. 
02150.  Please be 
advised that you must 
notify, via Certified 
Return Receipt mail, all 
abutters of this hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

2/17/22, 2/24/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: KB Corp.
d/b/a Yogi’s

Variety
698 Broadway
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing Com-
mission

Notice is hereby given 
that the Chelsea Licens-
ing Commission will 
hold a public hearing 
via Zoom on Thursday, 
March 10, 2022 at 
6:00 p.m.  To consider 
a Change of License 
Classification application 
from Wines and Malt 
Beverages License to a 
New All Kinds of Alcohol 
Beverages License (Off 
Premise) application to 
KB Corp. d/b/a Yogi’s 
Variety at 698 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA. 02150.  
Please be advised that 
you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters of this 
hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

2/17/22, 2/24/22   
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

Chelsea Opportunity 

Academy (COA) Work to 
Credit Program Design 
and Implementation

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
 Proposals for marked 
“Chelsea Opportunity 
Academy (COA) Work to 
Credit Program Design 
and Implementation”.
Request for Proposals 
will be available on 
or after February 17, 
2022 by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Chelsea 
Opportunity Academy 
(COA) Work to Credit 
Program Design and 
Implementation” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
10:30 AM on March 10, 
2022.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICES

Artist rendering of an aerial view of the bridge and complex.

Encore presents plans for lower Broadway project

Special to the Journal

In an effort to ensure 
greater accountability on 
behalf of our veterans and 
their families, the Mas-
sachusetts House of Rep-
resentatives passed legis-
lation last Thursday that 
makes key reforms to the 
governance structure of 
the veterans’ homes, en-
sures that both homes are 
federally licensed as health 
care facilities, mandates in-
creased state management, 
and provides independent 
oversight and accountabili-
ty of veterans’ homes man-
agement. 

“Today, with the best in-
terests of our veterans and 
their families in mind, the 
House took action to en-
sure greater accountability 
and oversight for veterans’ 
homes in Massachusetts,” 
said  House Speaker Ron-
ald J. Mariano (D-Quin-
cy). “This legislation takes 
significant steps to change 
how our veterans' homes 
are governed and man-
aged, and establishes pro-
tocols that are designed to 

identify and correct any 
examples of mismanage-
ment or inadequate care as 
quickly as possible. I thank 
Chair McMurtry and Chair 
Michlewitz for the work 
they did to advance this 
critical legislation.”

“I’m honored to have 
been entrusted by Speaker 
Mariano to advance this 
important legislation,” 
said  Representative Paul 
McMurtry (D-Dedham), 
House Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Veterans 
and Federal Affairs. “I be-
lieve this comprehensive 
bill takes the necessary 
steps to protect deserving 
Massachusetts veterans.”

"I am so excited for this 
important legislation to be 
enacted," said State Repre-
sentative Jessica Giannino 
(D-Revere). "Our veterans 
selflessly served to protect 
the values, lives, and rights 
of our great country. Now 
it is our time to serve our 
veterans by giving them 
the best services and treat-
ment available."

"We as a Common-
wealth and a country have 

not greater duty than to take 
care of our veterans.   The 
passage of this important 
legislation will allow the 
Commonwealth to improve 
the delivery of services to 
veterans most in need. I am 
proud to have supported 
this effort," said State Rep-
resentative Jeffrey Rosario 
Turco (D-Winthrop).

“This legislation will 
build a foundation for 
consistent statewide ex-
pectations at the Common-
wealth’s Soldiers’ Homes. 
The men and women who 
have served our nation in 
uniform deserve top level 
quality care.   These mea-
sures will go a long way 
toward ensuring that care 
as we begin a new chapter 
in a soon to open Chelsea 
Home thanks to the contin-
ued commitment of Speak-
er Mariano, Chairman Mc-
Murty, the entire legislature 
and Governor Baker.” said 
State Representative Dan 
Ryan (D-Charlestown)

“An Act relative to the 
governance, structure and 
care of veterans at the 
Commonwealth veterans’ 
homes” (H.4441):

• Requires home super-

intendents to be licensed as 
nursing home administra-
tors and either be a veter-
an or someone with expe-
rience managing veterans 
in a nursing home or long 
term-care facility.

• Establishes a 17-mem-
ber statewide Veterans’ 
Homes Council to manage 
and control the veterans’ 
homes, promulgate regu-
lations to the local boards, 
and confirm and remove 
superintendents.

• Preserves local, 
5-member boards of trust-
ees for the veterans’ homes 
in Chelsea and Holyoke 
with the authority to nom-
inate candidates for super-
intendents of their respec-
tive veterans’ homes.

• Establishes the Office 
of the Veteran Advocate, 
an independent office that 
will be led by a Veteran 
Advocate appointed by the 
Governor, Attorney Gener-
al and State Auditor.

• Requires the Veteran 
Advocate to submit an an-
nual report, which will be 
made public, to the Gov-
ernor and the Legislature 
with an analysis of the de-
livery of services to veter-

ans and recommendations 
for changes in agency pro-
cedures. 

• Establishes the position 
of ombudsperson for each 
veterans’ home to advocate 
on behalf of the residents 
and staff at the home.

• Requires the Depart-
ment of Public Health 
(DPH) to conduct and re-
port on inspections of vet-
erans’ homes twice a year, 
or as often as they see fit, 
and establishes a maximum 
time of 30 days for a vet-
erans’ home to correct any 
violation that DPH identi-
fies. 

• Requires that all 
state-operated veterans’ 
homes adhere to the guide-
lines for trauma-informed 
care as outlined by the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, and 
be certified by the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services.

• Requires the Office 
of Veterans’ Homes and 
Housing to submit an an-
nual report including find-
ings but not limited to the 
quality of care provided at 
the homes and an analysis 
of activities of the Office 

and of the Veterans’ Homes 
Council.

Following the tragedy 
at the Holyoke Veterans’ 
Home in 2020, which re-
sulted in the COVID-19 re-
lated deaths of 77 veterans, 
the Legislature established 
the Special Joint Oversight 
Committee on the veter-
ans’ Home in Holyoke 
COVID-19 Outbreak to in-
vestigate and make legisla-
tive recommendations. 

In May 2021, the House 
approved a $600 million 
bond authorization — with 
$400 million for the con-
struction of an updated 
Holyoke Veterans' Home 
facility and $200 million to 
increase geographic equity 
and accessibility for vet-
erans not primarily served 
by the veterans’ Home in 
Chelsea or Holyoke.

“An Act relative to the 
governance, structure and 
care of veterans at the 
Commonwealth veterans’ 
homes”  passed the House 
of Representatives with a 
156-1 vote. It now goes to 
the Senate.

Massachusetts House passes legislation that establishes additional protections for veterans
Chelsea Soldier’s Home to be included in the bill
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Another road game in 
the books, the second of 
four on this trip, Tuesday 
night’s 2-1 shootout loss 
to the New York Rangers 
proved to be an interest-
ing battle of goalies. Igo 
Shesterkin provided the 
challenge in the Rangers 
net, and Boston’s Jeremy 
Swayman nearly matched 
him save for save. For 
New York, it was their 
first game back on ice in 
two weeks, showing obvi-
ous rust in the first period 
when Charlie Coyle put 
the puck behind Shester-
kin at 3:39 to open the 
scoring. The second pe-
riod had the Rangers 
storming Swayman and 
the Boston net to even up 
the shots on net at 17-17, 
after the locals had only 
allowed two New York 
shots on net in the first pe-
riod. The Bruins were able 
to ride Coyle’s lone goal 
into the third period with 
a 1-0 lead. A rebound goal 
by Ranger Filip Chytil at 
6:45 of the third period 
enabled New York to take 
the game into overtime. 
This was not a game with-
out some weird moments, 
most notable was the re-
moval of Shesterkin with 
41 seconds remaining in 
the overtime, due to a call 
from NHL headquarters 
citing concussion proto-
col. Replaced in net by 
backup goalie Alexander 
Georgiev, New York was 
able to hold off the Bs who 
could not get a single shot 
on Georgiev, who came in 
cold to the game, to close 
out the overtime. An al-
most laser-like return saw 
Shesterkin having com-
pleted the concussion pro-
tocol in the team’s dress-
ing room, and return to the 
ice in time for the start of 
the shootout. The shootout 
was a marathon of sorts, 
going nine rounds before 
K’Andre Miller taking 
his first ever shootout at-
tempt, hit the back of the 
net behind Swayman, 
giving the Rangers the 
hard-fought 2-1 win. The 
contest featured many 
highlights by both goal-
tenders, none bigger than 

Shester-
kin’s glove save on Taylor 
Hall’s breakaway a 8:42 
of the third period.

The Bruins were look-
ing to carry over their 
momentum of Swayman’s 
2-0 win over the Ottawa 
Senators last Saturday, 
and actually had a some-
what decent game, when 
you consider that they 
were still lacking the pres-
ence of captain Patrice 
Bergeron due to a head 
injury, (possible return 
tonight vs. Islanders), and 
sniper Brad Marchand, in 
the midst of his six-game 
suspension. The return 
of Matt Grzelcyk to the 
blue line was a lift, but 
not enough to hold off 
the Rangers who are hav-
ing an impressive season 
with a 31-13-4 record 
to date, good enough to 
hold the third spot in the 
Metropolitan Division, 
just four points back of 
the division-leading Pitts-
burgh Penguins, and hold-
ing two games in hand. 
Bruins upcoming road 
schedule has two games 
remaining on the road, 
and will have some tests 
in store. Tonight’s (Thurs-
day, 7:30pm) matchup 
features the New York 
Islanders with former Bs 
captain Zdeno Chara cur-
rently out of a playoff spot 
(7:30pm); Saturday night 
the Bruins will be hosted 
by the Ottawa Senators 
(7:00pm) – the Sens are 
in seventh place in the At-
lantic Division, and will 
be seeking to avenge their 
2-0 beat down by Boston 
a week ago. 

With their road trip in 
the rear headlights, the 
Bruins will return home 
on Monday (1:00pm), en-
joy some home cooking, 
then prepare to take on 

one of the hottest teams 
in the NHL, the Colorado 
Avalanche – who have a 
record of 34-9-4 – to lead 
the Central Division, and 
hold the top spot in the 
NHL The Avalanche, at 
press time were 8-1-1 in 
their last ten games, and 
their current road record 
is 13-6-2 – along with an 
excellent home ice record 
of 21-3-2. 

Bruins Defenseman 
Brandon Carlo Leads Bos-
ton Bruins 15th Annual Pj 
Drive 

The Boston Bruins and 
the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners 
teamed up with Bruins de-
fenseman  Brandon Carlo, 
Cradles to Crayons and 
Wonderfund Massachu-
setts, to present the 15th 
Annual PJ Drive, which 
will run until March 31. 
The PJ Drive benefits 
Massachusetts’s children 
in need by providing new, 
unused pajamas to babies, 
children and teens in com-
munities across the state. 
Both Cradles to Crayons 
and Wonderfund Massa-
chusetts are non-profits 
committed to ensuring 
positive living conditions 
for children in need. Car-
lo will lead this year’s PJ 
Drive for the first time 
since former Bruin, P.J. 
Axelsson, and his wife 
Siw started the initia-
tive  during the 2007-08 
season. Since then, over 
120,000 Massachusetts 
children have received 
PJs through the Bruins PJ 
Drive.    The Bruins will 
also host an in-game PJ 
collection on Thursday, 
March 10, when Boston 
hosts the Chicago Black-
hawks at 7 p.m. at TD 
Garden. Fans who donate 
new, unused PJs or $10 at 
this game will be entered 
in a raffle to win Bruins 
autographed prizes. Fans 
can register their own or-
ganization to be a PJ Drive 
donation site. The top 
three organizations with 
the most donations will re-
ceive Bruins prizes. Fans 
can learn more about the 
PJ Drive by visiting Bos-
tonBruins.com/PJDrive.

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins road trip winding down

The Kiwanis Club of 
Chelsea recently conduct-
ed a Diaper Drive as a Ser-
vice Project for the month 
of January, though the 
snowstorm pushed in-per-
son drop-offs of diapers to 
February 5th.  Folks from 
throughout the region 
helped in three ways:  (1) 
donating money for dia-
per purchases through the 
Kiwanis Club’s website; 

(2) purchasing diapers on-
line and shipping   them; 
or (3) dropping diapers 
off in person.   Kayem 
Foods kindly served as 
both the ship-to address 
and the in-person drop off 
site.  All told, the Chelsea 
Kiwanis Club was able to 
distribute $2,000 or worth 
of diapers—56 boxes-- 
to three worthy Chelsea 
organizations:   Chelsea 

Community Connections, 
HarborCOV, and La Co-
laborativa.   This assisted 
dozens of Chelsea fam-
ilies in need.   Thank you 
to all who donated!   If 
you would like to join the 
Chelsea Kiwanis Club in 
their work for the children 
of Chelsea and the world, 
please get in touch at chel-
seakiwanisclub@gmail.
com.
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Postmarked and sent to the above address by May 20, 2022

NEW AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS AT 
1005 BROADWAY

C H E L S E A ,  M A
C O M I N G  S U M M E R  2 0 2 2 !

38 NEW AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS FOR FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS. 1, 2, AND 3
BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE.  APPLICATION DEADLINE MAY 20, 2022. 

Information Sessions
Monday, March 7th, 2022, 7PM (in person)

Burke Elementary Complex
300 Crescent Ave, 

Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150
 

Tuesday, March 15th, 2022, 2PM (virtual)
Information Sessions will be held in person and via Zoom. We

encourage attendance at the virtual information session, in order to
minimize COVID-related risk. Register in advance at

www.TheNeighborhoodDevelopers.org/1005-Broadway 
Virtual sessions will be posted to YouTube after the event.

Translation will be provided. Attendance at either session is not
required to be selected for a housing unit. Selection by lottery. 

Use and Occupancy Restrictions apply. 
For more info or reasonable accommodations, call Winn

Management: 617-884-0692 TTY: 800-439-2370

1005 Broadway and Winn Management do not discriminate because of race, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, age,
handicap, disability, national origin, genetic information, ancestry, children, familial status, marital status or public assistance

recipiency in the leasing, rental, sale or transfer of apartment units, buildings, and related facilities, including land that they
own or control.

Chelsea Kiwanis Club members brave single-digit wind chill temperatures to collect 
drop-offs of diapers in the Kayem Food parking lot.  Pictured (L-R) Carolyn Boumila-Vega, 
Cassandra Thompson, Joe Carreiro, Gerry McCue, Tricia Williams, Veronica Dyer-Medina.

CHELSEA KIWANIS DONATES DIAPERS
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