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THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson receives his second 
COVID-19 vaccination shot at a March 19 clinic. “I want to 
encourage the community to take the shot and save a life,” 
said Robinson.

Teacher Veronica Medina shows off a sticker proclaiming she had been vaccinated during 
one of the district’s school staff and educator vaccination clinics over the past two weeks. 
Chelsea Public Schools staff and teachers are preparing to return to school next month on 
a five-day a week schedule.  See Page 7 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

The School Commit-
tee voted unanimously on 
Thursday night, March 18, 
to approve a plan that will 
return general education 
students in the youngest 
grades back to the class-
room five days a week on 
April 12.

The vote was unani-
mous amongst the Com-
mittee, though many were 
disappointed as they felt 
their hands were forced by 
state Education Secretary 
Jeff Riley’s decision to re-
quire districts to re-open.

Nevertheless, after 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) celebrated one full 
year of remote learning on 
March 13, they also pivot-
ed to adopt a plan that will 
have students who wish to 

return be able to return.
“On Friday, March 5, 

the Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
met and voted to adopt a 
recommendation giving 
Commissioner Riley the 
authority to return Ele-
mentary students to full-
time, in-person school on 
April 5, 2021 and April 
28, 2021 for students in 
grades 5-8,” said Supt. 
Almi Abeyta. “Therefore, 
we are skipping hybrid 
learning and going straight 
to in-person learning. This 
means that students who 
return to in-person learn-
ing will be in school five 
days a week every day. 
Thus, I am pleased to an-
nounce our timeline for 
in-person learning.”

GOT THE SHOT

READ THE STICKER...

School Committee approves
five-day reopening plan for April

In-person

See SCHOOL Page 5

By Seth Daniel

A group of young adults 
and high school students 
are calling on members of 
the City Council to insert a 
provision into the revised 
City Charter that would 
allow for certain non-citi-
zens to be able to vote in 
municipal elections.

Led by Manuel Teshe, 
the former Chelsea High 
graduate known a few 
years ago for fighting to 
get graduation outdoors 
at the Stadium, the group 
of young people said they 
had petitioned the Charter 
Review Commission to 
include the voting provi-
sion in its recommenda-
tions.

The Commission did 
not agree to do that, and 
after more than one year 
of work on the Charter 
Review, submitted their 
recommendations Mon-
day night to the City 
Council for review. Those 
recommendations will be 
reviewed at length by the 
Council in a Committee 
on Conference, and the 
Council can adopt the rec-
ommendations and it can 
also add to them.

The Charter is reviewed 
every 10 years, so mak-
ing such a fundamental 
change would be now or 
never.

Teshe, Chelsea High 
students Richard Flores 

and Jazmin Jovel ap-
peared during the Coun-
cil’s Public Speaking por-
tion on Monday night to 
advocate for the insertion. 
They said they would ask 
that the Council seriously 
consider allowing those 
with Permanent Resident 
cards (Green Cards), those 
on visas and those with 
work permits the right to 
vote in Chelsea municipal 
elections.

“I’m here to ask you to 
take this seriously,” said 
Teshe. “We are talking 
about a Civil Rights is-
sue. We are talking about 
a voting rights issue…It 
goes like this, I don’t care 
if you’ve spent 20, 30, 40 
or 50 years in this com-

munity, if you were not 
born here, you cannot vote 
here…You can spend your 
entire life here and if you 
weren’t born on this side 
of the border, you can’t 
vote.

“Non-citizens will get 
the right to vote in this 
City and our neighboring 
cities soon,” he contin-
ued. “The question is only 
a matter of time. Join me 
on the right side of history 
with this issue.”

Teshe added that many 
rebut the argument by 
saying people should get 
their citizenship. He said 
he did just that, and it is a 
time-consuming and ex-
pensive process that not 

Residents call for Council to insert voting 
for non-citizens in Charter recommendations

Rich Flores, a senior at Chel-
sea High, said the Council 
could fix this injustice, and 
called on them to insert 
non-citizen voting in the 
final recommendations of 
the Charter Review Com-
mission.

Manuel Teshe asked the 
City Council on Monday to 
add a provision in to the 
Charter Review that would 
permit non-citizens to vote 
in municipal elections.

See VOTING Page 3

Forbes Park 
developers 
don’t plan to 
move forward 
on project

By Seth Daniel

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino informed the City 
Council on Monday night 
that the developers that 
permitted a large residen-
tial project for the vacant 
Forbes Lithograph campus 
have indicated they will not 
move forward on the proj-
ect.

“Unfortunately at this 
point it looks like the de-
veloper does not have any 
intention on moving for-
ward,” he wrote. “The City 
has heard from several dif-
ferent parties that the proj-
ect is being marketed.”

He said the City has told 
the developer and anyone 
inquiring about the project 
being for sale that there will 
be no deviation from what 
has been approved. Any 
new wrinkles or changes 
in the project will require a 
new special permit process.

The current permit 
was approved in Sep-
tember 2019, and due to 
COVID-19, will not expire 
until June 8, 2022.

The Zoning Board in 
2019 approved the final 
iteration of the project 
that included 590 units of 
housing, with 60 percent 
of those units being con-
dos for sale and 59 units 
being affordable to a range 
of incomes. There are also 
1.6 parking spaces per unit, 
or 963 spaces. The project 
also boasts a major public 
access area to the water-
front of the Chelsea Creek 
and Mill Creek. The cur-
rent project also has a very 
small amount of retail and 
office uses, with both total-
ing below 20,000 sq. ft.

The project, though 
still very large, was scaled 
back from the developer’s 
(YIHE Forbes of China) 
original proposal in 2015. 
That proposal featured sky-
scrapers about 21 stories 
tall and more than 1,000 
units of housing accompa-
nied by large office spaces 
and large hotels. It was re-
jected informally and the 
company eventually with-
drew during a raucous ZBA 
meeting that went past mid-
night.

By John Lynds

 Vaccinating hundreds 
of residents at multiple 
sites each day has been a 
huge undertaking for East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center (EBNHC), 
but luckily the Health 
Center has had continued 
support from the Massa-
chusetts National Guard. 

As part of the Common-
wealth’s COVID-19 Vac-
cination Plan, the Nation-
al Guard began providing 
support of vaccination 
initiatives in Eastie earli-
er this month. Medically 
qualified Guard members 
began partnering with the 

EBNHC  to administer 
vaccines. Their assistance 
at EBNHC is expected to 
continue to support four 
vaccination sites through-
out EBNHC’s service area 
including Chelsea, Eastie, 
Revere and the South End 
through this federally 
funded mission.

However, the presence 
of the military in full uni-
form has made some in 
the immigrant commu-
nity without legal status 
uneasy and EBNHC ad-
ministrators fear this un-
easiness may lead some 
away from getting the 

National Guard helps EBNHC 
with vaccine staffing challenges

See VACCINE Page 2
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NEWS Briefs by Seth Daniel

By Seth Daniel

As the federal delega-
tion for Chelsea and Ev-
erett rushed this week to 
prove a point and move the 
narrative of Chelsea and 
Everett being “shorted” by 
the American Rescue Plan 
in a different direction, lo-
cal and state legislators re-
mained disappointed with 
them but have focused on 
making sure the two hard-
hit COVID communities 
end up getting what the 
need to move forward.

The news came quickly 
last week, and stoked ral-
lies from community social 
services agencies like La 
Colaborativa – particularly 
due to the fact that affluent 
communities like Newton 
and Brookline were able 
to secure tens of millions 
more in the Plan that much 
needier places like Everett 
and Chelsea. 

This week, members of 
the federal delegation have 
hung their hat on a flawed 
federal formula normally 
used for housing, but that 
was used to distribute the 
original Rescue Plan fund-
ing. They are now throwing 
responsibility to Gov. Char-
lie Baker to target Everett 
and Chelsea in another pot 
of money - $4.5 billion – 
that came in a separate part 
of the Rescue Plan.

A spokesperson for Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Press-
ley and another for Sen. Liz 
Warren both said the plan 
all along was to remedy the 
inadequate formula through 
using the $4.5 billion over-
seen by Gov. Baker. That 
was a new revelation that 
hadn’t been advanced last 
week when the news was 
first broken about the low 
funding numbers.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
on Monday said having to 
fight for the $4.5 billion is 
going to essentially leave 
Everett and Chelsea short 
of where they would have 

been had the funding been 
equitable in the first place.

“We have met many 
times on this,” he said. 
“The sad reality is com-
munities like Everett and 
Chelsea, if we were funded 
equitably from the begin-
ning, then the $4.5 billion 
figure could have been used 
to supplement that funding. 
We could have gotten even 
more. Now I fear it will just 
fill the gap and we won’t 
get any more than that. 
We’re playing catch-up and 
it’s not a quick fix or a sim-
ple fix.”

On Monday night as 
well, several Everett City 
Councilors lambasted the 
federal delegation for be-
ing “asleep at the wheel” 
and not fully advocating for 
full funding for Everett and 
Chelsea in the American 
Rescue Plan – with mil-
lions more in aid going to 
affluent communities like 
Newton while Everett and 
Chelsea got far less.

“It seems our federal 
delegation was asleep at 
the wheel on this one,” said 
Everett Councilor Anthony 
DiPierro. “I hope my col-
leagues are as outraged as 
I am…I want to let every-
one know we are upset with 
our federal delegation…
Instead of fixing a bad for-
mula, it appears our federal 
delegation just passed one 
bad formula on top of an-
other.”

Everett Councilor Mi-
chael McLaughlin said the 
federal delegation is more 
interested in the limelight 
that the good fight.

“Quite honestly because 
of inexperience and disin-
terest by our federal rep-
resentatives, we’re in the 
position we’re in now,” he 
said. “It is the fault of our 
federal delegation because 
they’re more concerned 
about making headlines and 
not fighting for communi-
ties like Everett. I’m going 
to continue to speak up and 

out for Everett and Chelsea 
for this grievous misalloca-
tion…What happened here 
is communities like Everett 
and Chelsea were grievous-
ly misrepresented by our 
federal delegation.

“We didn’t have to fight 
this fight,” he continued. 
“We’re the 6th hardest hit 
in the state and Chelsea was 
#1. We shouldn’t have to 
fight to get the funding we 
deserve from the state…
They were asleep at the 
wheel. Imagine voting on 
something and you don’t 
know what you’re voting 
on? That’s what happened 
here with our federal repre-
sentatives.”

Sen. DiDomenico, who 
has been critical of the fed-
eral effort, said this week 
that they are focusing on 
making the situation right 
now, and City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino said the 
same – noting they were 
working with the state Ad-
ministration & Finance De-
partment and not interested 
in politicking.

“This is outrageous,” 
said Sen. DiDomenico. 
“The fact that Everett and 
Chelsea were two of the 
hardest hit communities 
in the Commonwealth and 
weren’t funded by this 
Rescue Plan is outrageous. 
The formula they used 
had nothing to do with 
COVID-19. If they had tak-
en COVID-19 into account, 
there should have been 
escalators in there. The 
pain, sacrifice and sadness 
we had to go through was 
horrible. I share Councilor 
DiPierro’s frustration to put 
it mildly.”

He said in meetings be-
tween himself, Chelsea of-
ficials, Everett officials and 
state officials, they have 
found a willing partner so 
far in Baker – though the 
effort will require creating 
a brand new system and 
formula from scratch that 
will favor hardest-hit com-

munities.
“The governor has told 

me…he is willing to look at 
this,” said DiDomenico.

Meanwhile, while they 
have been working in that 
sphere, the federal delega-
tion this week has worked 
to pivot away from the 
controversy and the ire of 
activists like La Colabora-
tiva Director Gladys Vega, 
saying the plan was always 
to rely on Gov. Baker to 
allocate the $4.5 billion eq-
uitably in order to make up 
for the funding formula’s 
flaws.

A spokesperson for 
Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley said the Congress-
woman and her federal col-
leagues proactively fought 
to make sure Everett and 
Chelsea were taken care of 
by Gov. Baker’s allotment.

“In addition to direct aid 
to individuals and fami-
lies, and an initial round 
of funding through the 
Community Development 
Block Grant formula, Con-
gresswoman Pressley and 
her federal colleagues pro-
actively fought to secure an 
additional $4.5 billion fed-
eral dollars for Massachu-
setts in the American Res-
cue Plan,” read a statement 
sent to the paper on Tues-
day. “That funding will be 
distributed by Governor 
Baker and his Administra-
tion - similar to previous 
relief packages. Since the 
legislation’s passage, Con-
gresswoman Pressley and 
her colleagues have been 
in constant communication 
with the Governor’s office 
and local officials, and are 
pressing Governor Baker 
to allocate the addition-
al $4.5 billion in line with 
Congressional leaders’ in-
tent when they passed the 
bill - these funds should 
be distributed quickly, in 
a manner that reflects the 
disparate impact of the 
pandemic on communities 
like Chelsea and Everett, 

and ensures those commu-
nities receive resources that 
meaningfully address their 
needs.”

That followed a series 
of letters sent by the fed-
eral delegation on Friday, 
March 18, urging Gov. 
Baker to direct the $4.5 bil-
lion to hard-hit communi-
ties and/or communities of 
color. The letter indicated 
his designation of the 20 
hardest hit communities 
would be a blueprint for 
distributing this aid.

“We will continue to 
fight on behalf of all our 
communities in need, and 
respectfully call on you to 
do the same,” read the let-
ter.

However, that narrative 
was decidedly different 
than what came out from 
local officials in Chelsea 
and Everett last week – a 
narrative where local of-
ficials noticed the glaring 
deficiency and then and 
alerted the federal dele-
gation prior to a final vote 
on the Rescue Plan. Once 
realizing there was a prob-
lem, local officials said the 
case was taken by the fed-
eral delegation all the way 
to Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen, but it was too late.

On Wednesday, in a 
Banking and Housing 
Committee hearing, Sen. 
Warren pressured Secretary 
Yellen in questioning to put 
the onus on helping Chel-
sea and Everett on the dis-
tribution of the $4.5 billion 
in the hands of Gov. Baker. 
The transcript of that con-
versation appears below:

WARREN: Secretary 
Yellen, in general com-
munities with populations 
under 50,000 residents re-
ceive some direct federal 
funding as a result of the 
American Rescue Plan, but 
they don’t receive as much 
direct help as bigger cit-
ies-is that correct? 

YELLEN: Well, I be-
lieve there is a formula 

that determines how much 
they receive and it’s paid to 
them through states. I be-
lieve that that’s, 

WARREN: Good. That’s 
where I want to go. Be-
cause direct funding is not 
the only money coming 
into state and local gov-
ernment. In addition, state 
governments also receive a 
separate pot of money that 
was flexibly designed

YELLEN: That’s right.
WARREN: to help our 

hardest hit communities. 
YELLEN: Sure 
WARREN: And specif-

ically, the statute says that 
state funding can be used 
to respond to public health 
emergency

YELLEN: Sure 
WARREN: With respect 

to the coronavirus disease 
or its negative economic 
impacts, including assis-
tance to households, small 
businesses, and nonprofits, 
or aid to impacted commu-
nities. Is that correct, Mad-
am Secretary?

YELLEN: Yes, it is cor-
rect.

WARREN: Good. And 
in Massachusetts, it looks 
like there will be about $4.5 
billion going to the state 
government. So, Secretary 
Yellen, just to be clear, this 
statutory language provides 
our governor with the flex-
ibility to use state funding 
to provide extra help to 
address negative economic 
impacts in smaller com-
munities that did not qual-
ify for larger pots of direct 
funding, is that right?

YELLEN: That is my 
understanding but we will 
put out guidance and work 
through all of the legalities. 
But I believe that what you 
have said is correct. I want 
to be very careful about the 
legalities but I believe that 
what you said is correct.

WARREN: Good.

Federal delegation goes on defensive, says local officials didn’t know full details on Rescue Plan

COVID-19 vaccine. 
EBNHC Vice Presi-

dent of Human Resources 
Steven Snyder wants the 
immigrant community 
to know that the Health 
Center’s vaccine program 
does not discriminate. 

“We know that some 
members of the communi-
ty can be a bit fearful when 
they see the troops in their 
army fatigue uniforms, 
but it is critically import-
ant for all to understand 
that the Guard are here 
for one purpose only – to 
vaccinate our communi-
ty,” said Snyder. “Patients 
scheduling appointments 
do not need to provide any 
documentation as to their 
immigration status – we 
only ask ID to verify the 

patient at the time of ap-
pointment.”

Snyder said most of 
the troops helping out 
EBNHC staff are from 
our community, some are 
bi-lingual and all very 
competent and friendly. 

“The feedback from pa-
tients has been fantastic,” 
said Snyder. “Currently 
National Guard troops are 
working out of our East 
Boston Liverpool Street 
Site and our newest site 
which just opened up at 
the former Wonderland 
Ballroom in Revere – now 
called Oceanside.”

The Guard will contin-
ue to make qualified per-
sonnel available to the Ex-
ecutive Office of Health 
and Human Services for 

deployment to facilities 
requesting assistance. 

“Staffing for our vacci-
nation sites is a big chal-
lenge,” said Snyder. “We 
have opened multiple sites 
in a variety of our service 
areas and will be giving 
out thousands of vaccines 
every week.  In addition 
to redeploying our own 
staff and hiring others, we 
are greatly appreciative to 
have been sent medical-
ly trained troops from the 
National Guard to assist in 
giving out vaccinations.”

The National Guard has 
personnel with a range 
of applicable expertise 
within its ranks, including 
physicians, nurse practi-
tioners, physician assis-
tants, nurses, emergency 

medical technicians, and 
medics. These individuals 
have already administered 

the vaccine to 1,000 eligi-
ble Massachusetts soldiers 
and airmen, and now shift 

their focus to assisting in 
clinical settings for eligi-
ble members of the public. 

Massachusetts National Guard troops administer vaccines at EBNHC Liverpool Street site 
last week. 

TEMPORARY 
OUTDOOR 
DINING PERMITS 
AVAILABLE

To expand business 
opportunities during 
COVID-19, restaurants and 
eateries can now apply for 
a temporary permit to offer 
outdoor dining services on: 

•Private Property (in-
cluding privately owned 
parking lots.)

•Sidewalks.
•Other public spac-

es such as streets or park-
ing spaces adjacent to your 
establishment (Permits to 
use such adjacent streets 
or parking spaces require 
approval from the Traffic 
Commission). 

Permits are valid 
through November 5, 2021 
or 60 days until after the 
Governor ends the Pan-
demic. With each of these 

options, restaurants that 
currently serve alcohol may 
also serve alcohol outdoors 
in accordance with the Li-
censing guidelines. Apply 
for a permit online: Ap-
plication for 2021 Tempo-
rary Outdoor Dining for 
Restaurants and Eateries.  
The City will also offer 
free technical assistance to 
business owners who need 
help with outdoor space de-
sign. To coordinate a meet-
ing with the team, please 
contact Lourdes Alvarez 
via email at lalvarez@chel-
seama.gov or by calling 
617-487-9763. Read more 
at www.chelseama.gov/
OutdoorDining.

JOIN THE 
BEAUTIFICATION 
COMMITTEE

Interested in beauti-
fying the City? There is a 

Beautification Committee 
that meets monthly with 
the City Manager, ISD and 
the DPW to talk about trash 
and problem properties and 
to consider beautification 
initiatives such as improved 
signage, cigarette butlers 
and public art. If you are in-
terested in being part of this 
Committee, please contact 
either Laura Brockington at 
GreenRoots email laurab@
greenrootschelsea.org or 
Monica Elias at The Neigh-
borhood Developers email 
melias@tndinc.org.

MASS SAVE 
LOOKING FOR 
APPLICANTS

Do you own a 1-4 unit 
residential building? For a 
limited time, Mass Save’s 
sponsors are offering own-
ers of 1-4 unit residential 
buildings 100% off all ap-

proved insulation for all 
rental units. These energy 
upgrades can help save en-
ergy and money.

To get started, schedule 
a FREE Mass Save Home 
Energy Assessment at (978) 
237-4530 or visit https://al-
linenergy.org/chelsea.html.

OUTDOOR SPRING 
EASTER EGG HUNT

Bring your own basket 
and hop on over to our an-
nual Egg Hunt on March 
27. Children search for 
brightly decorated eggs. 
Public health guidelines 
will be strictly followed. 
Free.  

AGES 2-6 from 10-
10:30am 

AGES 7-10 from 11-
11:30am 

Location: Mary C. 
Burke Complex, 

300 Crescent Ave

BEACHAM STREET 
PROJECT MEETING

The City is preparing 
to begin a comprehensive 
roadway reconstruction 
program on Beacham Street 
and Williams Street, from 
the City Limit to Mulber-
ry Street. The project will 
seek to fix drainage issues 
through the corridor, im-
prove water and sewer re-
liability, and provide clear 
paths of travel for pedes-
trians and bicyclists. The 
project is part of a broader 
effort to improve connec-
tivity between businesses 
and residents of Chelsea 
and Everett. 

Excavation work is ex-
pected to begin in April 
2021 and conclude in fall 
2022. The first phase of 
construction will focus on 
water, sewer and drain util-

ity improvements, and sec-
ond phase of construction 
will consist of roadway 
improvements, including 
roadway reclamation & 
grading, new curb and side-
walk, and traffic signal re-
construction at the Spruce 
Street intersection. 

To learn more about the 
project and discuss, the 
City will be hosting infor-
mation meetings on the 
following dates remote via 
Microsoft Teams. 

Informative sessions fo-
cus on abutters and freight 
interests: 

•March 29 – 11 a.m.
Computer or mobile app: 
Call in (audio 

only): +1 857-263-
3954,,749950698#

City’s Project Manger: 
Ben Cares

(617) 466-4187. 
bcares@chelseama.gov
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Send uS Your newS
The Chelsea Record encourages residents to submit birth and engagement an-

nouncements, news releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social news, sports stories, 
and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 
781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news releases to 
editor@chelsearecord.com. The Chelsea Record assumes no financial respon-
sibility for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of 
the advertisement in which the  error occurs. Advertisers will please  notify the 
management immediately of any errors that may occur.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Wartenberg, Marek Dunne, Kara G            49 Broadway #2             $372,000
122 Warren VG LLC Grzebieniowski, Andrew P 122 Warren Ave                 $875,000
Colgan, Andrew Jill Ann Arnoe 202 441 Washington Ave #202       $440,000

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time to sell, prices are high, rates are 
low. List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488

$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees may apply, 
see schedule of fees for details. Gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the 
free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for 
all applicable taxes. Bank rules and regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

                     800.657.3272         EBSB.comMember FDIC | Member DIF
NMLS # 457291

→ Instant issue ATM/VISA® check card with  
      access to Allpoint® ATM network

→ Mobile Banking, People Pay and Mobile    
      Check Deposit

→ Online Banking, Bill Pay and e-Statements

→ Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you open   
      any new checking account!

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

Simply Free Checking        ∙     Interest Checking       ∙   Premier Checking

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

ESCAPE FOR A
LITTLE WHILE.
We’ll take care of 
the rest.

Staff Report

A Chelsea man was sen-
tenced last week for being 
a felon in possession of a 
firearm.

Semaj Leary, 26, was 
sentenced by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Denise 
J. Casper to four years in 
prison and three years of 
supervised release after 
pleading guilty in Novem-
ber 2020 to one count of 
being a felon in possession 
of a firearm. Leary was in-
dicted in December 2019.

On Aug. 15, 2019, Leary 
was found in possession of 
a 9mm Glock semi-auto-
matic pistol, seven rounds 
of R-P 9mm caliber am-
munition, four rounds of 
WIN 9mm caliber ammu-
nition, two rounds of VPT 
9mm caliber ammunition, 
one round of WCC 9mm 

caliber ammunition, one 
round of Tulammo 9mm 
caliber ammunition and 
an extra magazine. Leary 
was previously convicted 
of being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm and 
other crimes punishable 
by more than a year in jail, 
and therefore was prohib-
ited from possessing fire-
arms.

Acting United States 
Attorney Nathaniel R. 
Mendell; Kelly D. Brady, 
Special Agent in Charge 
of the Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms & 
Explosives, Boston Field 
Division; Suffolk County 
District Attorney Rachel 
Rollins; and Boston Po-
lice Acting Commission-
er Gregory Long made 
the announcement today. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Mackenzie A. Queenin of 

Mendell’s Criminal Divi-
sion prosecuted the case.

This case is part of Proj-
ect Safe Neighborhoods 
(PSN), the centerpiece of 
the Department of Jus-
tice’s violent crime re-
duction efforts.  PSN is an 
evidence-based program 
proven to be effective at 
reducing violent crime. 
Through PSN, a broad 
spectrum of stakeholders 
work together to identify 
the most pressing violent 
crime problems in the 
community and develop 
comprehensive solutions 
to address them. As part of 
this strategy, PSN focus-
es enforcement efforts on 
the most violent offenders 
and partners with locally 
based prevention and re-
entry programs for lasting 
reductions in crime.

Bunker Hill Communi-
ty College (BHCC) Lan-
guage Institute and its In-
tensive English Program 
have been awarded by the 
Commission on English 
Language Accreditation 
(CEA) an initial five-year 
accreditation that ex-
tends through December 
2025. The full-time In-
tensive English Program 
is designed to provide a 
pathway for international 
students to acquire a high-
er level of English profi-
ciency needed to enroll in 
a BHCC certificate or de-
gree program.

“Normally, the Com-
mission grants a one-year 
provisional accreditation, 
so we are very excited and 
grateful that we have been 
granted the five years,” 
said Kristen McKenna, 
Dean of Workforce De-
velopment. “This achieve-
ment was a collaborative 
effort across many depart-
ments at BHCC and an 
important announcement 
for the recruitment of in-
ternational students.”

Students in the Intensive 
English Program study in 
blocks of 7-week sessions 
and engage in this prepa-

ration right before enroll-
ing into either academic 
ELL or a degree or certif-
icate program. The Inten-
sive English Program’s 
mission is to support En-
glish Language Learners 
in their educational, pro-
fessional, and personal 
goals by providing rigor-
ous multi-level English 
Language instruction and 
accommodating the needs 
of both traditional and 
non-traditional students 
through affordable access 
to language instruction.

Chelsea man sentenced for being 
a felon in possession of firearm

BHCC Language Institute awarded 
five-year accreditation by CEA

everyone can embark on.
Said Jovel, “Many of 

the essential workers that 
keep this city so orderly 
do not get a chance to say 
what happens in their own 
community.”

Flores, who will be at-

tending Harvard Univer-
sity next year, said it is 
time to stop this injustice, 
and asked the Council to 
insert this provision in its 
final Charter vote.

“Let’s not wait for the 
state to fix this injustice; 

let’s be the leaders,” he 
said. “There are business 
owners in this city who 
live here as well and do 
not get to vote. Why? 
They don’t have the accu-
rate paperwork.”

By Seth Daniel

The City Council effec-
tively blocked the recon-
sideration of several key 
zoning changes in resi-
dential areas that would 
have allowed for some-
what denser development 
within existing neighbor-
hoods – a matter that was 
first rejected at the March 
8 meeting.

Councillor Leo Rob-
inson filed for reconsid-
eration of the rejection 
of certain pieces in an 
omnibus zoning package 
presented to the Council 
this month – after hav-
ing worked on the matter 
since last summer, and in 
some cases for more than a 
year. That said, the pieces 
asking for density chang-
es and a new Mixed-Use 
Overlay District across 
from Chelsea High School 
failed to get a supermajor-
ity – which is eight votes.

This Monday, Robin-

son said he would like to 
reconsider the piece on 
the Mixed-Use Overlay 
District, which will allow 
for the re-development of 
the Stop & Shop – all of 
which on the Everett side 
has already been permit-
ted for a large mixed-use 
residential development.

“My primary reason to 
call for reconsideration as 
to take the items one at a 
time,” Robinson said on 
Monday. “My strong feel-
ing was for the Mixed-Use 
Overlay District. There’s 
been a misconception this 
is new. We’ve been work-
ing on this for two years 
in this Chamber and many 
people have been invited. 
We also had interpreters 
here for anyone that need-
ed interpreters...My pur-
pose here was to deal with 
the Mixed-Use Overlay, 
which encompasses where 
Stop & Shop is and if Stop 
& Shop is to leave, Everett 
has the right to build what-

ever they want on their 
side, and we could end up 
with just a parking lot.”

Earlier in the meeting, 
GreenRoots leaders, in-
cluding Director Roseann 
Bongiovanni, appeared 
at the meeting to call on 
councillors to reject the 
reconsideration.

“I agree with what 
the City Manager said 
that this is not a radical 
change,” she said. “How-
ever, it is signaling to de-
velopers outside our city 
we want to increase den-
sity and they are welcome 
here to maximize the liv-
ing units and reduce the 
open space…Who are we 
developing housing for? 
We are not addressing a 
crisis in Chelsea. We are 
just welcoming new folks 
to come into Chelsea.”

The reconsideration 
vote failed 4-5, with 
Councillors Judith Garcia, 
Melinda Vega Maldonado, 
Yamir Rodriguez, Enio 

Lopez and Naomi Zabot 
voting against. Council-
lors Damali Vidot and 
Giovanni Recupero were 
absent.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino had advocated 
strongly for increasing the 
density in the R1 and R2 
districts – which encom-
pass much of the residen-
tial areas of the city. The 
increase would reduce 
the minimum size of lots 
needed to build by right, 
in the hopes of spurring 
housing development.

On Wednesday, he said 
he would likely bring 
back requests for chang-
ing zoning in Park Square 
and adding the Mixed-Use 
Overlay District for the 
Market Basket area. He 
said he felt there wasn’t a 
lot of opposition to those 
items, but they were a re-
jected due to being lumped 
in with the more contro-
versial changes in the resi-
dential neighborhoods.

At the March 8 meeting, 
several of the zoning mat-
ters were approved. Those 
matters approved includ-
ed the Municipal Harbor 
Plan zoning; expanding 
the areas where mari-
juana stores are allowed 
(mostly expanding to the 
downtown districts); and a 
change to the area on Re-
vere Beach Parkway near 
Russo’s Tux.

•PROPERTY TRANS-
FERRED

The City Council voted 
9-0 to approve the trans-
fer of vacant City land at 
41-43 Orange St. to the 
Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund (AHTF). The Fund 
is embarking on a new ef-
fort to develop vacant, tax 
title foreclosed property 
into new affordable hous-
ing opportunities.

Councillors Damali Vi-
dot and Giovanni Recu-
pero were absent from the 
vote.

The effort is the first of 

its kind in Chelsea, and 
could be the first of many 
to come. The next step 
would be for the Fund to 
issue and RFP to develop-
ers for the property.

Councillor Leo Rob-
inson said he wanted to 
stress that the housing be 
homeownership opportu-
nities and that there would 
be three-bedroom units to 
support families. Council-
lor Calvin Brown said he 
would like to see afford-
able homeownership op-
portunities on the property 
and not rentals.

•SHOTS FIRED ON 
THE HILL

Councillor Calvin 
Brown announced that 
many on Admiral’s Hill 
were frightened late Sun-
day night by six gunshots 
in the area of Mary O’Mal-
ley Park. Police were on 
the scene and determined 
there were no injuries and 
the shots were likely fired 
into the air.

Witnesses pointed po-

lice in the right direction, 
and they recovered a fire-
arm and arrested two sus-
pects for the shooting.

•QUIET ZONE TRAIN 
WHISTLE PROJECT 
DELAYED

Contractors working 
on the railroad crossings 
throughout the city to 
help re-establish the Quiet 
Zone designation and qui-
et the train whistles blar-
ing out at all hours of the 
day have hit a setback this 
week.

City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino said the con-
tractors, BHB, have been 
working on four of the 
crossings to make them 
compliant. However, re-
cently the Federal Rail-
road Administration 
(FRA) notified them that 
to re-establish the Quiet 
Zone, they would have to 
fix all six crossings. That 
means that the project will 
likely not finish until De-
cember now.

City Manager, some councillors back to the drawing board on zoning changes

GreenRoots Director Roseann Bongiovanni spoke Monday 
at the City Council against allowing the reconsideration of 
several controversial zoning changes.
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Guest Op-ed

Pandemic highlights the contributions of immigrants 
to Massachusetts

LETTER to the Editor
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WE NOW NEED   
TO ADAPT

Dear Editors:
Thank you for pub-

lishing Ms. Blatt’s op-ed 
educating us about river 
pollution and the sewage 
notification bill. It’s heart-
ening that our Common-
wealth’s leaders did the 
right thing for the health 
of our communities.

I do wish they had 

done the same for climate 
change. The last-minute 
wrangling that often hap-
pens on Beacon Hill meant 
that when Baker objected 
to some provisions, there 
was no time left to make 
amendments. Procrasti-
nation never pays, even 
though it’s something we 
have all done.

Ms. Blatt mentioned 
climate resilience: we 
now need to adapt to 

more frequent storms, 
larger concentrations of 
rain, and rising seas that 
will slow river outflows to 
the ocean. So much mon-
ey will be spent by towns, 
businesses, and individu-
al citizens because of our 
collective procrastination 
on this crucial issue. We 
must mitigate, i.e. stop, 
global overheating, so we 
will have to adapt less.

It feels too big, I know. 

Local issues are so much 
more immediate and obvi-
ous. But there are already 
local people fighting so 
that national climate leg-
islation will be just, fast, 
and lasting, and they are 
always looking for help. 
Readers can join in by go-
ing to citizensclimatelob-
by.org, or in Spanish, cli-
mavivible.org.

Tamara Kellogg, 
M.D.

Guest Op-ed

Do your children make you curse?
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Kirk Dewayne Frank-
lin is an American choir 
director, gospel musician, 
singer, songwriter, and 
author. He is best known 
for leading urban con-
temporary gospel choirs 
such as The Family, God’s 
Property, and One Nation 
Crew. He is a beloved and 
influential figure in the 
gospel music world. 

Instagram exploded 
recently with an audio of 
the famed gospel sing-
er Franklin berating his 
32-year-old son. The son 
posted the audio of the 
verbal exchange between 
he and his father. The au-
dio was a profanity laced 
call that included his fa-
ther the elder Franklin 
threatening to break his 
son’s neck. 

According to the elder 
Franklin there has been 
a 14-year rift between he 
and his son. Many coun-
seling sessions and the 
family’s attempts at try-
ing to resolve the conflict 

have apparently remained 
unsuccessful. For many 
years according to reports 
his son has avoided fam-
ily dinners, holidays and 
other gatherings. National 
television and various me-
dia outlets reported Frank-
lin saying, “Recently, my 
son and I had an argument 
that he chose to record. I 
felt extremely disrespect-
ed in that conversation, 
and I lost my temper. And 
I said words that are not 
appropriate. And I’m sin-
cerely sorry to all of you. 
I sincerely apologize,” 
Franklin said.

Good Morning Ameri-
ca, The Washington Post 
and various other national 
media sources have re-
ported this story which is 
a sad personal family dra-
ma. For many years this 
tension has been a difficult 
rift for this very famous 
family. It’s unfortunate 
that the adult son chose to 
play it out on social media 
which has now become 
national news. 

Many families have 
struggles and no one is 
perfect, including Kirk 
Franklin. He proves once 
again that most people 
have a breaking point and 
it’s never pretty when it 
happens. Most of the time 
it’s the people who we 
love the most and do the 
most for who have a way 
of flipping our switch. 
We often can take a lot 
from strangers and casu-
al acquaintances because 
we really don’t care that 
much what they think or 
even what they say. How-
ever, when it’s a child who 
you have invested your 
entire life into stomps on 
your heart then emotion 
and passion have a way of 
taking over. As Franklin 
proves, words may be said 
that are later regretted. 

It’s unfortunate that 
even the best of people 
have feelings and words 
that can come out so ugly. 
Where do they come 
from? Ugly words often 
come from unresolved 

hurt and pain that have 
become toxic. Poison is 
deadly. We allow poison 
to be bottled up deep in 
our hearts. In verbal al-
tercations like the Frank-
lin’s the bucket falls deep 
into the well of the heart 
and sadly what comes up 
is the pain and poison of 
past hurts that have been 
unresolved. We all have to 
guard our hearts and what 
we allow to take root. 
None of us need anything 
that might spring up to 
hurt us and others. 

Let’s pray for the Frank-
lins. Most families have 
had moments not scripted 
for the national spotlight. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

VIOLENCE AGAINST 
THE AAPI COMMUNITY         

MUST END
Prejudice, discrimination, and violence against 

members of the Asian American and Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) community has existed ever since immigrants 
from China began to arrive in America in the 1850s.

The first anti-immigration law in our nation’s history, 
the Chinese Exclusion Act, specifically targeted Chi-
nese immigrants in 1882 and was still the law of the 
land until 1943.

The wrongful detention of Japanese-Americans in 
camps during WWII has become well-known to every 
high school student of American history.

Locally, our newspapers through the years have re-
ported on numerous incidents of hate in the Boston area, 
ranging from the graffiti and vandalism that plagued a 
popular Japanese restaurant in Winthrop Centre in the 
1980s to the arson fires in Revere in the 1980s that cul-
minated with the blaze in December, 1990, that drove 
more than 150 persons, mostly from the Revere Cam-
bodian community, from their homes.

The tragic shooting late last week in Atlanta by 21 
year-old Robert Aaron Long that targeted Asian-Amer-
ican employees in massage parlors is just the lat-
est example of the growing trend of violence against 
Asian-Americans that was encouraged by the rhetoric 
of certain public figures who fed the flames of racial an-
imosity with terms such as the “China virus” and “the 
kung-flu” to describe the COVID-19 pandemic.

The targeting of members of the AAPI community 
must stop. Hopefully, with a new administration that 
has rejected the divisive rhetoric of the past and a re-
newed determination by law enforcement to prosecute 
every incident of racially-motivated violence, our soci-
ety can put an end to this virus of hate.

 

THE ATLANTA SHOOTINGS: 
A CONFLUENCE FOR A PER-

FECT STORM
In addition to the obvious targeting of Asian-Amer-

icans in the tragic shootings in Atlanta, there were two 
other factors that created a perfect storm for this sort of 
tragedy to take place.

The first was the easy and immediate access for the 
purchase of a high-capacity weapon by the 21 year-old 
perpetrator of the shootings, who was able to buy the 
gun on Tuesday morning and kill six people that after-
noon.

The idea of a waiting period -- also known as a cool-
ing-off period -- between the purchase of a gun and the 
delivery into the hands of the buyer has been shown to 
be an effective measure in saving lives. According to 
a recent study, states with mandatory waiting periods 
— regardless of their length — had an average of 17 
percent fewer murders and 10 percent fewer suicides 
by guns.

The second factor was the influence of the young 
man’s church upon his mind from an early age. This 
is by no means an excuse for his murderous spree, but 
it is to say that he clearly had been brainwashed by the 
extreme and confusing messages from his evangelical 
church about sex that led him to believe that he had 
an unnatural sex addiction that he could quell only by 
taking extreme measures.

When there are tragedies such as the shootings in At-
lanta, we all want easy answers. But in reality, the truth 
of what drives persons to commit such heinous acts are 
not always easily understood, even by the perpetrators 
themselves.

By Marcelo M. Suárez-Orozco

Massachusetts, immi-
gration is both history and 
destiny.  Immigrants have 
been shaping the state’s 
economy, politics and cul-
ture since the 1700s. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is il-
luminating how their con-
tributions will shape the 
Commonwealth well into 
the future.

Although they are of-
ten invisible, immigrants 
today represent more than 
17 percent of the state’s 
population.  In some com-
munities, the number is 
more than double that.  In 
Revere, immigrants ac-

count for 38.7 percent of 
the population. 

At a time when birth 
rates are declining and 
our overall population 
is aging, immigrants are 
our first line of defense 
against the deep demo-
graphic winter facing the 
Commonwealth.  Over the 
next 15 years, immigrants 
and their U.S.-born chil-
dren will represent all net 
labor growth, according 
to new research from the 
Migration Policy Institute 
(MPI).

One area where immi-
grants play an important 
role is the state’s econ-
omy.  They account for 
one in five Massachusetts 

workers and one in four 
entrepreneurs, and they 
contribute $36.4 billion 
in consumer spending and 
$4.5 billion in state and 
local taxes every year, ac-
cording to the American 
Immigration Council.

Another is the state’s 
higher education system, 
which is deeply connected 
to our innovation-based 
economy.  The afore-
mentioned demograph-
ic patterns are hurting 
enrollment and creating 
an existential crisis for 
many colleges and uni-
versities.  The pandemic 
and its wake of econom-
ic destruction is expected 
to drive down enrollment 

even further.
Again, immigrants 

are providing welcome 
news.  The number of 
US–born adults with im-
migrant parents is project-
ed to more than double 
between 2015 and 2035, 
and now accounts for 28 
percent of all college stu-
dents.  (UMass Boston, 
home to thousands of im-
migrant-origin students, 
plays a unique role in the 
Commonwealth: most of 
our students will stay, live 
and work in Massachu-
setts after graduation, be-
coming an integral part of 
our labor force.)

The pandemic has re-

See OP-ED Page 6
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The plan also contin-
ues to offer a rigorous 
remote learning plan as 
well, known as the On-
line Learning Academy 
(OLA). Any parent who 
does not want to have 
their students return to the 
classroom can choose to 
remain online for the rest 
of the school term.

School Committee 
Chair Kelly Garcia said 
she was glad Chelsea was 
offering options to parents 
before the year ended.

“I’m excited we’re of-
fering parent choice in 
this decision,” she said. 
“I want to emphasize that 
because some of our fam-
ilies aren’t comfortable 
sending their child or chil-
dent back to school build-
ings…While I’m excited 
we are finally opening 
our schools, I am equally 
excited about offering re-
mote learning to students 
who are being successful 
in that model. This is a 
great first step for Chelsea 
because we are the hardest 
hit community by COVID 
and so this is a big step for 
us.”

School Committeeman 
Roberto Jimenez said the 
plan is the only option 
they have given the heavy 
hand of the state Educa-
tion Commissioner.

“I support our current 
plan not because I think 
it’s the best option, but be-
cause it’s the only option 
DESE has left us with,” 
he said. “I’m outraged at 
the anti-democratic power 
grab the state Board of Ed-
ucation just passed, taking 
away our School Com-
mittee’s power to make 
decisions for our com-
munity in order to push 
Charlie Baker’s political 
propaganda. We’ve seen 
the risks of full reopening 

from other communities, 
including the Governor’s 
own town of Swamp-
scott, which just had to 
shut down schools after a 
massive outbreak. DESE 
has made this whole pro-
cess more difficult for us 
every step of the way, and 
I have no confidence in 
their ability to prioritize 
the well-being of our stu-
dents. It’s shameful that 
this is where we are. Our 
students and staff deserve 
better. Chelsea deserves 
better.”

In the most recent sur-
veys, about 57 percent 
of parents would like to 
send their children back to 
school in-person five days 
a week, while another 43 
percent said they wanted 
to remain remote. That is 
an ideal number for a re-
turn, school officials said, 
as there isn’t space under 
COVID protocols to house 
large numbers of students 
in the buildings at a three-
foot distance. However, if 
between 50 and 70 percent 
wish to return, that can be 
accommodated much eas-
ier.

The timeline for return 
is as follows:

• CPS students in Spe-
cial Education Sub-Sepa-
rate classes and the Chel-
sea Opportunity Academy 
students will return to full-
time, in-person learning 
on Monday, April 5, 2021.

• Students in grades K-4 
will return to in-person 
learning on Monday, April 
12, 2021. 

• Middle school stu-
dents, grades 5- 8, will re-
turn to in-person learning 
on Wednesday, April 28, 
2021.

• English language 
learners at levels 1 and 
2 in grades 9-12 will re-
turn to in-person learning 

on Wednesday, April 28, 
2021.

• Plans are in the works 
to increase in-person 
learning opportunities for 
high school students.

Garcia added that the 
Committee has made a 
decision that uniforms 
this year will be optional, 
and parents do not need to 
spend their last dollar to 

get uniforms for students.
“We have many fami-

lies that lost their homes 
or their jobs during the 
pandemic,” she said. “I’ve 
had families wanting to 

spend their last dollar on 
uniforms. We don’t want 
that. Many of our families 
are still struggling.”
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Judith Garcia officially 
joins The Neighborhood 
Developers (TND) as 
Communications Man-
ager in an effort to help 
amplify the organization’s 
mission of creating strong 
neighborhoods enabling 
community members to 
secure a stable home, 

achieve economic mobil-
ity, and determine their 
own future.  She is the 
latest hire by the local 
community development 
organization as it works to 
support Chelsea and Re-
vere, and is now also ac-
tive in Everett. 

“We’re thrilled to have 

Judith’s communications 
experience to serve TND 
as we continue to support 
residents in their efforts 
to build healthier, afford-
able, and more equitable 
communities.” said Rafa-
el Mares, who leads the 
community development 
corporation. 

“Judith’s background in 
urban studies coupled with 
her deeply rooted passion 
for empowering residents 
towards economic mo-
bility and the keys to an 
affordable home makes 
her a great addition to our 
team,” said Mares. 

“There is no question 
that housing stability is 
and will continue to be a 
challenge we need to work 
on deliberately and with a 
new vision,” said Garcia. 
“I am excited to join an 
organization that has rede-
fined those paradigms and 
has demonstrated what it 
means to build dignified 
affordable homes for our 
families and our seniors.” 

Garcia, had previously 
served as a Latinx Com-
munications advisor for 
Former Congressman Joe 
Kennedy III and is cur-
rently the Vice President 
of the Chelsea City Coun-
cil.  
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Staff Report

The Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC) 
this month released a new 
study on e-commerce in 
Massachusetts, finding 
that this rapidly growing 
industry is already having 
major impacts on the job 
market and transportation 
network of Greater Bos-
ton, including a big jump 
in industrial rent prices 
and a worrisome increase 
in traffic and pollution.

The study found that 
this $600 billion industry 
now makes up 14% of all 
retail sales in the country 
and has contributed to a 
42% increase in ware-
house rents in Greater 
Boston alone over the last 
two years.

“E-commerce is ex-
panding rapidly in Great-
er Boston, and the report 
helps us to better under-
stand its effects on em-
ployment, development, 
congestion, and more,” 
said report co-author Ali-
son Felix. “While this rap-
idly growing form of retail 
offers benefits, like easier 
access to goods during the 
pandemic, it also puts tre-
mendous pressure on res-
idents and infrastructure. 
State and local govern-
ments must work together 
to make sure this growth 
actually helps the region, 
and is sustainably man-
aged.”

The report, “Hidden 
and in Plain Sight: Im-
pacts of E-Commerce in 
Massachusetts,” strives to 
give policymakers useful 
data around the effects of 
e-commerce on people 
and places; it also offers 
municipal officials a start-
ing playbook for grappling 

with this growth.
The report outlines na-

tional and local trends in 
e-commerce, and potential 
solutions to help commu-
nities manage the growth 
in warehousing, distribu-
tion, and delivery traffic.

The study found that 
Amazon, the world’s larg-
est e-retailer and a com-
pany for which data is 
available, has 34 facilities 
either operating or pro-
posed in Massachusetts; 
once all are fully opera-
tional, the Amazon foot-
print in this state will total 
12 million square feet of 
warehouse space.

E-commerce still rep-
resents less than one-fifth 
of total retail sales in Mas-
sachusetts, but employ-
ment in online retail grew 
30% from 2010 to 2019 
in this state. Meanwhile, 
employment in transpor-
tation and warehousing 
increased 58% in the same 
timeframe – even as brick-
and-mortar retail employ-
ment numbers remained 
flat.

“We all see the ris-
ing number of delivery 
trucks on our roads and 
at our curbs, and in order 
for those orders to arrive 
on time, a sophisticated 
logistics network has de-
veloped that centers on 
warehouse expansion near 
where consumers live,” 
said Felix, who is a Senior 
Transportation Planner 
and Emerging Technolo-
gies Specialist at MAPC. 
“The pressure to deliver 
more goods faster has as-
tounding effects on our 
streets, our air quality, and 
the way our workforce is 
treated.”

In Everett, Amazon al-
ready has one dedicated 

facility on Beacham Street 
in the New England Pro-
duce Center area. Howev-
er, the Davis Companies 
has been buying proper-
ty in that same area at a 
huge clip over the last 12 
months to construct “last 
mile” distribution centers 
on speculation. Already, 
the Boston Market Ter-
minal property on Second 
Street has been permitted 
and construction is about 
to begin. Nearby, another 
warehouse next to the for-
mer King Arthur’s Club 
location has been pur-
chased by Davis Compa-
nies with the intention of 
permitting another such 
last-mile facility.

In Revere, an Ama-
zon distribution facility 
opened last year at the site 
of the former headquarters 
of candy maker NECCO, 
which closed in 2018. 
Planning for a second Am-
azon distribution facility is 
underway at the recently 
closed Showcase Cinemas 
on Squire Road, which sits 
at the Copeland Circle ro-
tary off Route 1 in Revere. 
Further north and outside 
the urban core, plans are 
underway to open a 3.8 
million square foot dis-
tribution facility in North 
Andover.

“There’s no doubt that 
online shopping is here 
to stay, and e-commerce 
is changing the landscape 
of how we use our roads, 
curbsides, and vacant 
commercial parcels. As 
local officials, we should 
be proactively planning 
now to coordinate across 
municipal boundaries on 
the planning for these fa-
cilities,” said Jay Monty, 
Transportation Planner 
for the City of Everett. 

“The congestion, pollu-
tion and jobs that result 
from these new facilities 
have a regional impact, 
and we have a great op-
portunity now as the ex-
pansion is just beginning 
to request key data metrics 
from these companies and 
to plan regionally for the 
traffic, safety, emissions 
and local job market im-
pacts.”

These expansions have 
also prompted several 
suburban town leaders 
to band together to begin 
to address the effects of 
“e-tail” on local roads and 
developable parcels.

“Communities in the 
Southwest Advisory 
Planning Committee sub-
region and neighboring 
municipalities have seen 
an influx of large-scale 
warehouse and distribu-
tion facilities permitted 
and constructed in the past 
several years,” said Elaine 
Lazarus, Assistant Town 
Manager in Hopkinton.

“The proliferation of 
warehouse and distribu-
tion facilities has likely 
contributed to increased 
truck traffic and conges-
tion across the region,” 
said Rachel Benson, Di-
rector of Planning and 
Economic Development in 
Wrentham, who co-chairs 
of the South West Advi-
sory Planning Committee 
with Lazarus. “While mu-
nicipalities can take steps 
individually to mitigate 
some of these congestion 
impacts, a coordinated 
regional approach would 
provide more predictabil-
ity for developers and 
tenants and offer regional 
transportation benefits.”

The report recommends 
some key policy strategies 

for local leaders, includ-
ing:

•Advance regional co-
ordination across munici-
pal boundaries and devel-
op a design guide.

Creating a regional 
strategy for the siting and 
operations of warehouse 
and distribution centers 
can help manage impacts 
on traffic and emissions. 
Developing a transpor-
tation and land use de-
sign playbook can help 
guide zoning, building 
codes, proposal review, 
mitigation, tax incen-
tives, and enforcement. 
A regional design guide 
promotes consistency as 
e-commerce expands, and 
puts every city and town 
on equal footing when it 
comes to building deci-
sions.

•Increase transparency 
by requiring data sharing.

Data sharing is a critical 
step to understanding and 
sustainably managing the 
impacts of e-commerce. 
Municipalities should re-
quire e-commerce compa-
nies to report information 
and metrics such as the 
location of warehouse and 
distribution centers, em-
ployment, and transpor-
tation impacts from their 
delivery logistics.

•Establish incentives 
for efficient deliveries.

Both the public and 
private sectors should in-
centivize more efficient 
deliveries to reduce traffic 
and the harmful pollution 
that comes with it. This 
can be done by determin-
ing a method to assess the 
impact of e-commerce 
on congestion and emis-
sions, and then set a fee 
structure that incentivizes 
companies and customers 

to opt for more sustainable 
delivery options, such as 
combining orders into a 
single delivery and not 
choosing fast shipping.

•Implement curb man-
agement strategies.

After conducting com-
prehensive curb space in-
ventories, municipalities 
should use that informa-
tion to establish curbside 
management policies that 
reduce congestion, safety 
risks, and conflicts. These 
policies should desig-
nate delivery and loading 
zones, establish dynamic 
pricing mechanisms to 
foster efficient zone use, 
and authorize rigorous en-
forcement.

•Track innovations in 
e-commerce.

Track new technolo-
gies and innovations in 
the e-commerce industry, 
including use of package 
lockers, cargo bikes, air 
and ground drones, and 
autonomous vehicles, and 
work to make sure these 
developments have posi-
tive impacts on commu-
nities.

MAPC will conduct 
surveys and monitor rep-
licable strategies being 
used by municipalities 
where Amazon is already 
opening new warehous-
es, and share information 
on mitigating their nega-
tive impacts widely. As a 
follow-up to this report, 
MAPC plans to collabo-
rate with municipalities to 
develop a playbook on the 
management of e-com-
merce warehouse and 
distribution centers as a 
resource for other munic-
ipalities.

Online shopping causing major uptick in pollution, traffic, and industrial rents across Greater Boston

Judith Garcia joins The Neighborhood Developers 

Judith Garcia

vealed the extent to which 
immigrants form the back-
bone of our health care 
system.  If you are being 
treated for COVID-19 in 
the U.S., there is a nearly 
one in three chance that 
you will be seen by an 
immigrant physician, ac-
cording to MPI.  If you or 
a loved one needs a home 
health aide, there is a 40 
percent chance that per-
son will be an immigrant. 
One in six nurses working 
on the front lines is an im-
migrant, according to the 
Brookings Institution.

Even before the pan-
demic, immigrants were 
filling essential jobs that 
support every facet of 
our existence. They care 

for the sick, people with 
disabilities, older adults, 
children and babies.  They 
deliver our food and work 
in our factories and ware-
houses and throughout the 
supply chain.  They teach 
our children and make 
our higher education sys-
tem the envy of the world: 
since 2000 they have been 
awarded nearly 40 percent 
of the Nobel Prizes won 
by Americans in Chemis-
try, Medicine and Physics.

And they are doing all 
of this despite numerous 
obstacles, from dispro-
portionately high rates 
of COVID-19 infections 
and deaths to xenophobic 
and racist rhetoric coming 
from some quarters of so-

ciety.
The data shows that 

when given the chance, 
immigrants take up an 
American identity, gravi-
tate toward cultural norms 
and embrace the English 
language – and improve 
the levels of education, 
occupational diversity and 
income in their communi-
ties.

That’s good for them – 
and everyone else.  After 
all, their future is our fu-
ture.

Marcelo M. 
Suárez-Orozco is Chan-
cellor of UMass Boston 
and an immigrant from 
Argentina.

Op-Ed /Continued from Page 4
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HOP TO IT....HOP TO IT....

DEADLINE THIS FRIDAY!DEADLINE THIS FRIDAY!

Speaker of the Massa-
chusetts House of Repre-
sentatives Ronald Mari-
ano (D-Quincy) recently 
appointed State Represen-
tative Jessica A. Giannino 
(D-Revere) to the Metro-
politan Beaches Commis-
sion.   The Metropolitan 
Beaches Commission was 
created in 2006 by the 
Massachusetts Legislature 
to take an in-depth look at 
the Boston metropolitan 
region’s 15 public beaches 
in Nahant, Lynn, Revere, 
Winthrop, East Boston, 
South Boston, Dorchester, 
Quincy, and Hull which 
are managed by the De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR). 

“I want to express grat-
itude to Speaker Mariano 
for appointing me to serve 
as a Commissioner on the 
Beaches Commission.  As 
the State Representative 
whose district encom-
passes America’s First 
Public Beach, I recognize 
the responsibility state 
leaders have to advocate 
to ensure that the beach-
es around Greater Boston 
remain oases for working 
families by making them 
safe, clean, as well as a 
place to go by offering 
free programming,” said 
Representative Giannino.  
“I am proud to join in a 
line of my two previous 
predecessors in adding my 
voice for the greater good 
of Revere Beach.  I am 
excited to serve, and am 
looking forward to work-
ing with my fellow Com-
missioners to be champi-
ons of our urban beaches.” 

The Commission is 
comprised of elected offi-
cials and community, civ-
ic, nonprofit, and business 
leaders from Boston and 
the metropolitan region’s 
waterfront neighborhoods 
and beachfront communi-
ties. Its work is facilitated 
by Save the Harbor/Save 
the Bay, which has served 
as lead consultant to the 
Commission since its in-
ception.  Each year the 
Commission holds pub-
lic hearings at the State 
House and in waterfront 
neighborhoods and beach-
front communities from 
Nahant to Nantasket, and 
issues an annual report of 
its findings and recom-
mendations to the Legisla-
ture and to DCR. 

Chelsea Educators and staff across the district be-
gan receiving vaccinations at several clinics last week 
thanks to East Boston Neighborhood Health Center 
and City Manager Tom Ambrosino. A second clin-
ic took place this week, and a third is planned for the 
near future. All of it is in preparation for Chelsea Public 
Schools to return to school five days a week for those 
parents that would like the option.

COURTESY PHOTOS

CHELSEA EDUCATORS AND STAFF BEGIN RECEIVING VACCINATIONS

Brittany Hickson.

Christine Lee was excited to be vaccinated at the clinic.
Doug Pena was vaccinated.

Supt. Almi Abeyta displays her vaccine card. Jay Kirby.

Representative Giannino 
Appointed to Metropolitan 
Beaches Commission

State Representative Jessi-
ca A. Giannino.
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AMERICAN RESCUE 
ACT MISSES 
EVERETT

EVERETT - When 
President Joe Biden and 
a litany of Democratic 
legislators – including 
the Massachusetts fed-
eral delegation - took to 
the airwaves and online 
universe to praise the 
passage of the American 
Rescue Act, they touted 
it as a lifeline to commu-
nities sinking from the 
sufferings of COVID-19.

No two communities 
in the state, arguably, 
have suffered as much as 
Everett and Chelsea, yet 
some officials locally are 
saying the federal del-
egation and the federal 
government has left the 
two communities high 
and dry.

Numbers from the 
Rescue Act began to 
come out last weekend 
form the Massachusetts 
Municipal Association 
(MMA), and on first 
glance, many thought 
there was a mistake for 
Everett and Chelsea. 
The Rescue Act was 
highly touted from all 
corners as being able to 
help communities hard-
est hit, including local 
governments that have 
lost millions in revenues 
and expended millions to 
fund local food pantries, 
rental assistance and 
small business programs. 
Leaders in Everett and 
Chelsea were expecting 
to get some relief, but 
were stunned when their 
numbers became public.

For Everett, the Res-
cue Act directed $4.58 
million to the City, with a 
supplement from county 
funding sources bumping 
it to $13.59 million. For 
Chelsea, the Rescue Act 
directed $3.91 million in 
aid to the City, and a to-
tal of $11.61 million with 
the bump up from county 
funding.

That was compared 
to affluent communities 
like Newton, which got 
$48.14 million and a total 
of $65.29 million with the 
county resources. Brook-
line got $34.21 million, 
but no county money 
figures were available. 
Meanwhile, nearby Med-
ford got $39.25 million 
and a total of $50.37 mil-
lion with the county re-
sources. Malden also got 

much more as well, with 
$35.04 million from the 
Act and $46.76 million 
in total with the county 
bump up.

Both Chelsea and Ev-
erett’s numbers were 
more on par with Shrews-
bury.

Officially, City leaders 
said they were told the 
funding was determined 
by the Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD) 
formula that designates 
“entitlement” commu-
nities and “non-entitle-
ment” communities – 
and the allocations didn’t 
really consider the im-
pact of COVID. Because 
Chelsea and Everett are 
below 50,000 people of-
ficially, they are non-en-
titlement communities 
and didn’t get a lot of 
funding because of that. 
Efforts by the federal 
delegation, sources said, 
came too late in the pro-
cess to be able to make 
adjustments – resulting 
in the smaller numbers 
becoming official.

With those numbers, 
many officials said it 
looked like the most ef-
fected people were the 
least funded – with both 
Chelsea and Everett be-
ing in the top five most 
impacted cities in the 
Commonwealth.

“When these numbers 
were brought to our atten-
tion about two weeks ago 
I couldn’t believe what 
I was seeing,” said State 
Sen. Sal DiDomenico. “I 
immediately contacted 
our Federal Delegation 
and our city leaders to try 
and find a solution. The 
American Rescue Plan 
was promised to be the 
relief that we had been 
waiting for, especially 
for our hardest hit com-
munities like Chelsea 
and Everett.  It is both 
appalling and outrageous 
that two of the hardest 
hit communities, and 
Chelsea being ground 
zero during the COVID 
crisis, are getting a frac-
tion of the federal funds 
that neighboring commu-
nities are getting - and 
many being much more 
affluent… I am extreme-
ly upset that my commu-
nities did not get the help 
they needed. The high 
hopes we had for the 
American Rescue Plan 
did not come to fruition 
for Chelsea and Everett.”

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
said he and other leaders 
have been working with 
the state and federal del-
egation to try to fix the 
shortfall, and hopes that 
something can be done in 
the coming days to make 
sure the plan helps com-
munities like Everett that 
were the hardest hit.

“I recognize that the 
American Rescue Bill is 
the first time during the 
pandemic that our fed-
eral delegation was able 
to secure direct funding 
for cities and towns,” he 
said. “However, the bill 
relies upon a common-
ly used federal funding 
formula that does not 
adequately consider the 
disproportionate impact 
that COVID-19 has had 
on cities such as Everett 
and Chelsea, which have 
some of the highest num-
ber of cases per capita 
in Massachusetts. I will 
continue to work with 
our federal delegation 
and the Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration to achieve 
an equitable allocation of 
federal funding for Ever-
ett and Chelsea to ensure 
our fiscal recovery from 
this public health crisis.”

Chelsea City Manag-
er Tom Ambrosino said 
the funding doled out 
to the two communities 
– and also to Randolph 
and Methuen, the other 
two of the four that got 
“shorted,” – was uncon-
scionable.

“Wealthy communi-
ties got windfalls and a 
lot of other communities 
like Everett and Chelsea 
got screwed,” he said. 
“Of the 20 most impact-
ed communities, there 
are four that really got 
adversely impacted by 
the funding – Chelsea, 
Everett, Randolph and 
Methuen. We’re hoping 
the state will step in and 
deal with those four…
It’s unconscionable and 
incredibly inequitable. 
We hope the state will 
step in to right the situ-
ation. We were trying to 
quietly work behind the 
scenes (with the federal 
delegation) to fix this, but 
it didn’t happen. We are 
not happy about it. We’re 
still trying to fix it, but at 
this point, Gov. Baker is 
our ally and sole hope.”

Everett Councilor Mi-
chael McLaughlin said 
he was disappointed that 

the money they expected 
to come, never did.

“It is extremely disap-
pointing and frustrating 
to see one of the hard-
est-hit communities get 
significantly less in fed-
eral funding,” he said. 
“Two of the hardest hit 
communities like Ever-
ett and Chelsea were not 
treated equitably. Everett 
has been designated as 
majority minority com-
munity and should be 
treated as such by our 
federal delegation. This 
situation must be recti-
fied. I hope and have full 
faith that Mayor DeMaria 
and Senator DiDomenico 
will be able to work with 
the Baker Administration 
to help off-set as much 
of this lack in funding 
by our federal govern-
ment. Our community 
needs and deserves these 
important resources to 
assist us in recovering 
as one of the hardest-hit 
communities in the Com-
monwealth.”

Everett CFO Eric De-
mas was one of the first 
to identify the shortfall in 
early March, and he and 
Mayor DeMaria quickly 
reached out to the feder-
al delegation and other 
decision-makers. At the 
same time, Chelsea was 
also identifying the issue 
and the two communities 
rapidly began cooperat-
ing in their messaging 
with Sen. DiDomenico.

“I noticed this back on 
March 4 before the U.S. 
Senate even voted on it,” 
he said. “I was shocked 
and I notified the may-
or and said we need to 
figure this out and see 
what we can do before 
they vote. We immedi-
ately reached out to our 
federal delegation and 
unfortunately we weren’t 
able to get anything ac-
complished before the 
vote. We are now in the 
process of seeing what 
we can do to address the 
disparity for Everett…
We’re not going to stop 
until we get the situation 
corrected.”

Said DiDomenico, 
“COVID ravaged Chel-
sea and Everett, and our 
residents dealt with so 
much pain, suffering, 
heartache during the past 
year. These funds were 
supposed to go to dis-
proportionately affected 
communities and help 
cities like ours, but this 
obviously did not hap-
pen. I have spoken to 
Governor Baker and his 
team to push for some of 
the other federal funds to 
be allocated to Chelsea 
and Everett, and I will be 
working with the Gover-
nor and our elected lead-
ers to bring in the need-
ed funds that these cities 
rightfully deserve.”

A lot of the blame is 
now falling on the feder-
al delegation, including 
Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley (who represents 
three out of four of the 
aggrieved communities), 
and U.S. Senators Ed 
Markey and Elizabeth 
Warren.

The newspaper con-
tacted all three federal 
officials, and none re-
sponded to a request for 
comment on the situation 
in Chelsea and Everett.

Two sources close to 
the situation said the mat-
ter went all the way to 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen – who indicated it 
was too late by the time 
the request came and no 
changes could be made.

More than three sourc-
es close to the situation 

said none of the federal 
delegation was aware of 
the issue until local of-
ficials reached out, and 
when they did, very little 
happened.

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Pressley did put out a 
statemen after the Rescue 
Act was signed into law 
and touted it as a great 
victory for Massachu-
setts. While she said she 
was disappointed that the 
bill did not include a $15 
federal minimum wage 
and paid family leave, 
she did not mention the 
lower funding for com-
munities like Everett and 
Chelsea.

“I proudly supported 
the American Rescue 
Plan on the floor of the 
House of Representa-
tives…, and our work 
is unfinished,” read her 
statement. “We must 
keep fighting for policies 
that meet the scale and 
scope of this crisis and 
set us on a pathway to a 
just and equitable long-
term recovery. I look for-
ward to partnering with 
the Biden Administration 
and my colleagues in 
Congress to do just that.”

In Chelsea, La Colab-
orativa Director Glady 
Vega has been very vocal 
in the last few days about 
the lack of funding. On 
Tuesday afternoon, she 
held a multi-community 
rally with representatives 
from Chelsea and Ev-
erett. She said she was 
deeply hurt by Senator 
Warren and Congress-
woman Pressley, in par-
ticular, because both had 
visited La Colaborativa’s 
vaccination site in Chel-
sea in the last few weeks 
and said nothing about 
this situation.

She said none are wel-
come to come back until 
they make things right.

“Bring a check for 
$40 million and they 
can come in and take 
some more pictures,” she 
said, extremely upset. 
“It makes me so made 
because I feel like we 
continue to be used and 
abused. Ayanna Press-
ley and all the others 
came here to our office. 
She told me the stories 
I send to her are stories 
that she tells everyone 
in the halls of Congress. 
She said that just the 
other day when she was 
here. Where are all those 
stories because the cash 
didn’t get here?...It felt 
to me like Sal DiDome-
nico gave them the news 
that we were only getting 
$3.9 million. 

“I can’t even buy 
enough toilet paper to 
wipe the tears of my com-
munity members when 
they’re being evicted and 
going hungry with $3.9 
million,” she continued. 
“It’s a disgrace. Where 

were they when this de-
cision was made? They 
didn’t try enough. If 
they didn’t have the guts 
to fight, I would have. 
Reach out to me and I’ll 
make sure it happens…
It’s beyond upsetting.” 

 ZBA APPROVES 
BREMEN ST. 
PROJECT

EAST BOSTON  - 
Back in July, the Boston 
Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) sent the develop-
ers of a proposed large-
scale mixed-use develop-
ment project on Bremen 
Street back to the draw-
ing board. 

Citing a lack of green-
space coupled with the 
size and scope of the 
project, the ZBA unani-
mously rejected the pro-
posed project at 282-302 
Bremen St. that would 
have brought 145 addi-
tional units to Eastie. 

While the project re-
ceived BPDA approval, 
it lacked support from 
the community and the 
Mayor’s Office. 

However, last week 
the ZBA approved a 
scaled-down version of 
the original proposal. 

Ahead of the ZBA 
hearing the developer re-
duced the number of units 
from 145 to 126, or a 13 
percent decrease, and in-
creased the percentage of 
affordable units from 15 
to 20 percent. 

Overall the approved 
project includes 13 live/
work studios for artists 
and 5 three-bedroom 
apartments aimed at fam-
ilies making no more 
than 60 percent of the 
Boston area median in-
come. In total, 20 percent 
of the units will be rent-
ed to people making no 
more than 60 percent of 
the Boston area median 
income. 

The changes were sup-
ported at last week’s ZBA 
hearing by City Council-
or Lydia Edwards. 

The project received 
BPDA approval last 
February and was under 
Article 80 Large Project 
review and still needed 
zoning variances from 
the ZBA to move for-
ward.

Bremen Acquisitions 
filed the project with 
the BPDA last year that 
kicked off an Article 80 
review by the BPDA and 
the appointment of an 
IAG made up of com-
munity members for the 
proposal.

The developer wanted 
to take a non-conforming 
and outdated industrial 
use currently housing Gi-
no’s Auto Body on Bre-
men Street and turn the 
site into a development 
that includes a mix of 
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By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
Shown sized to scale above
covers approx. 2 columns

Everett’s Edwin Francois fights his way between Revere’s 
Jarod Natola and Randy Urdaneta. 

EHS BOYS WIN BIG
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Staff Report

In the American the-
atre space, the Latinx 
narrative reflected on 
stage can tend to revolve 
around narrow topics like 
the “border” or “disaster” 
play. While shedding light 
on the ongoing crisis on 
the Mexican-American 
border and the aftermath 
of natural disasters like 
Hurricane Maria in Puer-
to Rico are narratives de-
serving of attention, these 
stories can overly narrow 
the breadth of Latinx ex-
periences in the United 
States. Teatro Chelsea’s 
new Latinx play festi-
val, A-Típico, aims to 
showcase and expand the 
focus on underrepresented 
Latinx stories. The festi-
val also looks to present 
universal stories: not Lat-
inx plays but plays by Lat-
inx playwrights.

Offering creative 

space for Latinx artists 
to grow and express their 
work, A-Típico will fea-
ture a selection of English/
Spanish/Bi-lingual full-
length plays and a night of 
short plays presented on-
line in the style of a work-
shop: The scripts will be 
read by professional ac-
tors and the company of 
actors and audience will 
then be able to share feed-
back with the playwrights 

to help them in the devel-
opment of their work. 

The festival, running 
from April 9-17, will be 
run by Teatro Chelsea’s 
Artistic Associate Carla 
Mirabal Rodríguez with 
Program Director Arman-
do Rivera. Ms. Mirabal, a 
director, actor, and theatre 
artist from San Juan, Puer-
to Rico, first joined Teatro 
Chelsea to assistant direct 
their production of Melin-
da Lopez’s Sonia se fue. 
She is a recent graduate 
of Northeastern Univer-
sity where she received 
a BA in Theatre Perfor-
mance, and she is the the-
atre advisor at The New-
man School in Boston.

Ms. Mirabal is pas-
sionate about theatre as 
a tool for social change 
and deeply believes in im-
proving the theatre indus-
try in terms of equity and 
representation. 

“With the A-Típico: 

New Play Festival, we 
want to turn the focus to 
Latinx voices and stories 
that don’t usually garner 
the national spotlight. Lat-
inx cultures are beautiful, 
joyful, and diverse. We 
want to develop work 
where we are able to see 
every part of ourselves 
represented, rather than 
only instances of pain, suf-
fering, and trauma. This is 
not to say that these are 
not realities in many Lat-
inx communities, but rath-
er to show that we are so 
much more as well. This 
festival strives to highlight 
these stories and ensure 
that they are developed.”

Teatro Chelsea re-
ceived 46 submissions 
from across the United 
States and Latin America 
and will announce March 
17th on their website and 
social media those scripts 
chosen to be a part of the 
festival!

Information on how 
to log on and view the 
festival will be posted 
at: www.teatrochelsea.
com.

Up next for Teatro 
Chelsea: El Camino 
II over Memorial Day 
Weekend. Teatro Chel-
sea produced their first El 
Camino (or “The Walk”), 
over Halloween weekend. 
Original bi-lingual Hal-
loween-themed vignettes 
were performed in store-
front windows in down-
town Chelsea allowing for 
spectators to enjoy theatre 
in a Covid-safe way. The 
surprise and enjoyment of 
watching window perfor-
mances has proven to be 
more than just a Covid-era 
substitute for traditional 
theatre, but an exciting 
way in its own right to 
share the art form.

The upcoming El Cami-
no II will revolve around 
the theme of celebration 

and connection, sharing 
stories about the cultural 
bridges that are built when 
an immigrant makes Chel-
sea their home.

Teatro Chelsea cel-
ebrates Latin cultures, 
showcases and fosters lo-
cal talent, builds commu-
nity in Chelsea through 
arts engagement and 
collaboration, and is es-
tablishing a hub for Lat-
in artists in the Boston 
metropolitan area. Teatro 
Chelsea creates theatre at 
the crossroads of languag-
es, cultures, and histories 
that make up the Latin ex-
perience, and seeks to am-
plify and honor the voices 
that speak to these unique 
experiences. 

Teatro Chelsea is sup-
ported by MassDevelop-
ment’s TDI Creative Cat-
alyst Grant.

LEGAL NOTICE

(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA 

INVITATION FOR BIDS
HOOPER STREET RE-

TAINING WALL & SITE 
IMPROVEMENTS

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for all labor and 
materials for “Hooper 
Street Retaining Wall & 
Site Improvements”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
March 25, 2021 by con-
tacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Hooper 
Street Retaining Wall & 
Site Improvements” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
10:00AM on Thursday, 

April 15, 2021.
Each bid must be accom-
panied by a certified 
check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond 
duly executed by the 
bidder as principal and 
having as surety thereon 
a surety company ap-
proved by the City, all in 
the amount of 5% of the 
bid payable to the “City 
of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30, 39M.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

3/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU21C0071CA
In the matter of:
Jazlynn Neya Parker
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Jazlynn Neya 
Parker of Chelsea, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing 
their name to:
Nia Jazzy Chaplin
Any person may appear 
for purposes of object-
ing to the petition by 
filing an appearance 
at: Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return 
day of 04/16/2021. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 

you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 10, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

REVISED NOTICE OF PUB-
LIC HEARING

CHELSEA TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held on:
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 
6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway

Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing 
is to receive comment 
regarding a request to 
install an “Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station” on City 
Hall Avenue.  
Per Order
Chief Brian A. Kyes
Chairperson

3/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT

21 SM 000289
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
Radoslaw (Robert) 
Moszkowicz, Individually 
and as Personal Repre-
sentative of the Estate of 
Roman Moszkowicz, Artur 
(Arthur) Moszkowicz
and to all persons 
entitled to the benefit of 
the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 
§ 3901 et seq.:
Quicken Loans, LLC 
f/k/a Quicken Loans Inc.

claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage 
covering real property 
in Chelsea, numbered 
93 Parker Street, given 
by Roman Moszkowicz 
and Teresa Moszkowicz 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as Nominee for Mortgage 
Associates Inc., dated 
December 10, 2007, 
and recorded or filed in 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 42867, 
Page 1, and now held by 
Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with 
this court a complaint 
for determination of 
Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or re-
cently have been, in the 
active military service 
of the United States of 
America, then you may 
be entitled to the benefits 
of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure 
of the above-mentioned 
property on that basis, 
then you or your attorney 
must file a written ap-
pearance and answer in 
this court at Three Pem-
berton Square, Boston, 

MA 02108 on or before  
 4/26/2021 
  or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance 
with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER, Chief Justice of 
this Court on 3/12/2021. 
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

3/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: Chelsea Liquor, Inc. 
d/b/a Heller’s 

Liquor Mart
429 Broadway, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing Com-
mission, April 8, 2021
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission 
on Thursday, April 8, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m., at the 
City Council Chambers, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA, 

to consider a Transfer 
of License, Pledge of 
Inventory and Pledge of 
License application of 
an All Kinds of Alcohol 
License (off Premise) 
for Chelsea Liquor, Inc. 
d/b/a Heller’s Liquor 
Mart to Unity Beverages, 
Inc. d/b/a Heller’s 
Liquor at 429 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA.  02150.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

3/25/21, 4/1/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

 

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
provisions of a special 
law relating to the City of 
Chelsea be filed with the 
Commonwealth’s Legisla-
ture under Clause (I) of 
Section 8 of Article 2, as 
amended, of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution 

of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts that the 
Chelsea City Council will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, April 5, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA 
02150 to discuss pro-
posed home rule petition 
on imposing a local sales 
tax upon sale or transfer 
of road salt or related 
products by a taxpayer 
with salt storage oper-
ations within the City 
of Chelsea at a rate not 
greater than 1 percent 
of the total sales price 
received by the taxpayer 
in consideration for the 
sale of road salt.
A copy of the materials 
are available for review 
at the Chelsea City Coun-
cil Office, City Hall, 500 
Broadway #306, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 during City 
Hall business hours. 
Or email fmelara@
chelseama.gov to request 
materials.
Roy Avellaneda
President Chelsea City 
Council

3/18/21, 3/25/21
C

Staff Report

Last week, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico joined with 
his colleagues in the Mas-
sachusetts Senate in pass-
ing a comprehensive bill 
that would guarantee five 
paid days off for every 
employee in the Common-
wealth. The bill also seeks 
to stabilize the state’s Un-
employment Insurance 
(UI) trust fund, provide 
substantial tax relief to 
businesses and workers, 
and delay the state tax fil-
ing deadline.

“I am proud of the ac-
tion taken by the Senate to 
pass this comprehensive 
bill that will help both 
businesses and workers, 
all while working towards 
an equitable recovery here 
in Massachusetts,” said 
Senator DiDomeni-
co. “Although things are 
beginning to improve as 
more people are able to 
access the COVID-19 
vaccine, it is not lost on 
us that our small business 
community and work-
ing families are still very 

much hurting from the 
fallout of this pandemic. 
I am confident this bill 
will bring much needed 
relief to our businesses, 
support to our front-line 
workers, and tax relief 
to low-income families. 
I know the House is also 
committed to taking swift 
action on this legislation 
and am grateful for their 
partnership on this matter. 
I sincerely look forward to 
seeing this comprehensive 
bill be signed into law.”

To help protect employ-
ees on the front lines, and 
prevent the further spread 
of COVID-19, this bill 
ensures that all workers 
in Massachusetts have ac-
cess to paid leave if they 
are unable to work as a 
result of a COVID-19 in-
fection or a quarantine 
order. Significantly, given 
the state’s push to increase 
vaccination rates, employ-
ees will be able to use this 
paid leave time to take 
time off to receive the vac-
cine. In addition, the leg-
islation provides for leave 
if the worker needs time to 

care for a family member 
unable to work because of 
COVID.

Under this legislation, 
employees are eligible 
for up to five days of paid 
leave, at their regular rate 
of pay, capped at $850 
per week—which is the 
same maximum week-
ly benefit provided for in 
the Massachusetts Paid 
Family Medical Leave 
(PFML) law. Employers 
covered by federal legis-
lation providing for paid 
leave will have the cost of 
providing such leave paid 
for through the federal tax 
credit. For all other em-
ployers, the bill creates a 
$75 million COVID-19 
Emergency Paid Sick 
Leave Fund to reimburse 
eligible employers for 
providing their employees 
with emergency paid sick 
leave. The state require-
ment for paid leave would 
extend until September 
30, 2021 or until the fund 
is exhausted.

The COVID-19 public 
health crisis has created a 
surge of pandemic-relat-

ed unemployment claims, 
which has depleted the 
Commonwealth’s un-
employment trust fund, 
necessitating borrowing 
from the federal govern-
ment to pay out those 
benefits. The bill therefore 
authorizes up to $7 billion 
worth of borrowing to re-
plenish the UI trust fund 
and to repay all federal UI 
loans, funded by an em-
ployer charge, and creates 
a separate time-limited 
employer assessment to 
repay interest on federal 
UI loans by their due dates 
to ensure the solvency of 
the UI trust fund.

The bill also provides 
much-needed UI-relat-
ed relief to businesses 
and employees. For busi-
nesses, the bill prevents 
increases in the UI rate 
schedule for 2021 and 
2022, providing employ-
ers with needed stability 
and relief as the Com-
monwealth continues to 
recover. For unemployed 
workers, some navigat-
ing the UI system for the 
first time, the bill waives 

tax penalties on UI ben-
efits in 2020 and 2021. It 
also mirrors federal tax 
provisions included in 
the recent American Res-
cue Plan and excludes 
$10,200 of unemployment 
compensation received 
by an individual with a 
household income of less 
than 200% of the federal 
poverty level from gross 
income for tax purposes, 
putting up to $500 into 
the hands of lower income 
unemployed individuals. 
This would apply to indi-
viduals making $25,760 
or under, or a total income 
of $53,000 for a family of 
four.

Further relief for busi-
nesses comes in the form 
of a change in state tax 
policy regarding PPP 
loans. In Massachusetts, 
corporate excise, but not 
personal income tax, is 
tied to the current federal 
Internal Revenue Code. 
As a result, Massachu-
setts’ tax law treats forgiv-
en Paycheck Protection 
Program loans differently 
depending on whether the 

recipient small business-
es is organized as a pass-
through entity or a c-corp. 
This bill conforms to fed-
eral law and ensures that 
all forgiven PPP loans, 
advance Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans and pay-
ments made under the fed-
eral Small Business Debt 
Relief are excluded from 
gross income, regardless 
of how the business is or-
ganized.

Finally, to align state tax 
deadlines with federal tax 
deadlines, the bill extends 
the Commonwealth’s tax 
filing deadline from April 
15, 2021, to May 17, 2021. 
This tax flexibility, similar 
to a delay authorized last 
year by the Legislature, 
will provide stability and 
ensure residents have time 
to prepare and file taxes 
as the state continues to 
weather the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The bill now goes to the 
House for further action.

Teatro Chelsea presents:  A-Típico: A new Latinx play festival

Festival Director Carla 
Mirabal Rodriguez.

DiDomenico, Senate pass COVID-19 emergency paid sick leave

residential housing and 
ground-floor retail space.

Other highlights of the 
project include related 
upgrades in public realm 
improvements, including 
pedestrian and vehicular 
access, landscaping and 
streetscape design.  With 
a combined land area of 
approximately 34,160 

square feet, the site con-
sists of nine contiguous 
parcels of land with a se-
ries of non-descript auto-
mobile repair structures, 
one small wood-frame 
residential buildings, 
surface parking and mul-
tiple curb-cuts off Bre-
men Street.

The 110,000 square 

foot building included 
more than 3,000 square 
feet of retail space, over 
2,155 square feet of artist 
workspace with gallery 
programming, up to 61 
parking spaces and 145 
bicycle storage spaces.

According to the 
BPDA The ground-floor 
retail space would be de-

signed for an urban gro-
cery store/market opera-
tor, daycare operator or 
local retailer.

Prior to the ZBA 
vote, Bremen Acquisi-
tion inked a community 
mitigation package with 
members of the project’s 
IAG.

The package is com-

parable to other projects 
of its size with $200,000 
in direct money benefits 
Eastie. The developer 
agreed to doing 20 per-
cent affordable onsite 
housing–seven percent 
more than what is re-
quired under the BPDA 
inclusionary policy.

The developer also 

agreed to install 19 trees, 
expand the sidewalks–up 
to 18 feet in some areas, 
install a safety bump out 
to make crossing Bremen 
Street easier for pedestri-
ans as well as creating 
a more active Bremen 
Street in what has been 
an industrial area.
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To place a  memoriam in 
the Chelsea Record, 

please call 781-485-0588

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Jose Juan Rosado, 39, 
passed away at home on 
Wednesday, March 17. 

Born in Boston, the 
much loved and cherished 
son of Julio Rosado and 
Rutilia Gelista de Rosa-
do, Jose lived his entire 
life courageously with 
cerebral palsy.  Although 
this left him visually im-
paired and confined to a 
wheelchair, he was able to 
persevere given the love 
and devotion of his fami-
ly.  Jose was included in 
all aspects of family life, 
gathering and socializing. 

He would express great 
joy simply being outdoors 
in the fresh air or accom-
panying his family on var-
ious outings, especially 
bowling.

To mourn his passing 
and cherish his memory 
Jose leaves his devoted 
parents, Julio and Rutilia 
(Gelista) Rosado, his be-
loved sisters, Maria Ro-
sado and Blanca Rosado 
and his nephew, Izaiah 
Aroche-Rosado, all of 
Chelsea. 

A private family fare-
well has been scheduled.  

Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, Chelsea.  We 
continue to encourage 
family and friends who 
wish, to offer condolences 
at this time by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sym-
pathy card visit: www.
WelshFH.com.

A los 39 años de edad, 
José falleció en su casa el 
miércoles 17 de marzo. 

Nacido en Boston, era el 
muy querido y apreciado 
hijo de Julio Rosado y 
Rutilia Gelista de Rosado. 

José vivió toda su vida 
con valentía con parálisis 
cerebral.  Aunque esto 
lo dejó con discapacidad 
visual y confinado a una 
silla de ruedas, fue ca-
paz de perseverar dado el 
amor y la devoción de su 
familia.  José fue incluido 
en todos los aspectos de la 
vida familiar, reuniendo y 
socializando. 

Él expresaría gran 
alegría simplemente es-
tar al aire libre en el aire 
fresco o acompañar a su 
familia en varias salidas, 
especialmente bolos.

Para llorar su muerte y 
atesorar su memoria José 
deja a sus devotos padres, 
Julio y Rutilia (Gelista) 
Rosado, las queridas her-
manas María Rosado y 
Blanca Rosado y su sobri-
no Izaiah Aroche-Rosado, 
todos de Chelsea.  

Se programó una des-
pedida familiar privada.  

Animamos a la familia 
y amigos que lo deseen, 
a ofrecer condolencias en 
este momento a través del 
libro de visitas en línea o a 
enviar por correo una tar-
jeta de simpatía personal-
izada mediante uno de los 
enlaces a continuación.

John Godfrey
US Postal Service retiree 
and youth sports coach

John H. “Jack” God-
frey lost a brief but valiant 
battle with cancer at home 
surrounded by his family 
on March 12. 

Born in 
Chelsea, Jack 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Chelsea 
High School 
and enlisted 

in the U.S. Army serv-
ing in Vietnam. After an 
honorable discharge he 
graduated from Boston 
State College. He worked 
for the US Postal Service 
from 1968 through 2020.

Jack loved sports. He 
played baseball, football, 
basketball, and softball 
into his 40’s. When his 
sons were old enough to 
play, he started coaching 
and continued well after 
they graduated from youth 
sports. He coached base-
ball, basketball, and soc-
cer in Winthrop. When he 
wasn’t playing or coach-
ing sports, he was watch-
ing his sons and grand-
sons play or traveling to 
watch them play. He vis-
ited many baseball fields 
and hockey rinks in New 
England and more exotic 
locations like California, 
Florida, Maryland, Ne-
braska, New York, Spain, 
and Sweden to watch his 
sons and grandsons play. 
He even left the hospital 
last year in time to watch a 
MIAA hockey tournament 
game.

His garden was his sec-
ond passion and he was 
constantly adding to it. He 
could not drive by a nurs-
ery without purchasing 
another ornamental grass 
or shrub. There could be 
20 blueberry plants in 
his small yard. The birds 
thank him.

Jack is survived by his 
wife of almost 50 years, 
Patricia (Lane) Godfrey 
and his two sons, Chris-
topher J. (Jennifer) God-
frey of Rowley and Daniel 
E.(Erin) of Winthrop and 

his three grandchildren, 
Tyler, Zachary and Ama-
ya. He is survived by his 
sisters, Ellen Godfrey of 
Chelsea, Catherine Raso 
of Everett and MaryJane 
Gildea of North Andover 
and a large extended fam-
ily including brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased 
by his parents, Joseph S. 
Godfrey and Catherine 
(French) Godfrey and his 
brothers, Joseph Godfrey 
of Bradford and Thomas 
Godfrey of Chelsea.

A celebration of Jack’s 
life will take place on Sat-
urday, June 5, 2021 at St. 
Michael the Archangel 
Parish, St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 320 Win-
throp Street, Winthrop. 
Calling hours will be at 
the church from 10 until 
11:30 a.m. A Funeral mass 
will follow and burial will 
be in the Belle Isle section 
of Winthrop Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to 
Viking Pride (vikingpride.
org) or Care Dimensions 
Hospice, 75 Sylvan Street, 
Suite B-102, Danvers, MA 
01923 or online @www.
CareDimensions.org. To 
sign the online guestbook, 
go to www.caggianofu-
neralhome.com.

Arrangements under 
the direction of the Cag-
giano-O’Maley-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Winthrop.

Gerald Myhal
Longtime member of the Polish Political 

Club in Chelsea 

Gerald “Jerry” Myhal 
of Everett passed away 
suddenly in his home on 
March 16.

He was a member of 
the Polish Political Club 
in Chelsea for over thirty 
years, enjoyed spending 
time with family, doing 
countless errands for oth-
ers and playing poker.

The beloved husband 
of 49 years to Linda (An-
drews) Myhal, he was the 
devoted father of Taj My-
hal and Laurie Jefferson 
of Everett; devoted father 
and grandfather to Tanya, 
Michael, Michael Jr. and 
Olivia of Saugus; dear 
brother of Robert and Syl-
via Myhal of Kennebunk, 
ME, Joyce and George 
Leach of Marblehead, the 
late Dolores and Frank 
Maniscalco and Thomas 
Myhal.  He is also sur-

vived by many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and 
friends.  

Jerry was born and 
raised in Chelsea, the 
youngest of five children 
and beloved son of the 
late Mitchell and Anna 
(Zaremski) Myhal.  

Donations in his mem-
ory can be made to the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research 
Foundation-JDRF.  On-
line at www.JDRF.org/do-
nate/ or by mail at:  JDRF 
P.O Box 37920, Boone, IA 
50037-0920.

Stephen Sofflet
February 18, 1958 – March 17, 2021

Stephen J. Stofflet, 63, 
passed away unexpectedly 
in his home on Wednes-
day, March 17.  

A resident of Revere for 
the past 25 years, he was 
born in Boston and raised 
in Chelsea, a beloved son 
of the late Darlton J. and 
Joan M. (Helfrich) St-
offlet. 

He attended Chel-
sea schools, worked as a 
warehouseman at a Chel-
sea furniture store, and has 
been retired for the past 20 
years following a work-
place injury.  

Stephen enjoyed his 
time with family and 
friends, singing karaoke 
and playing games of 
chance. 

He is lovingly survived 
by his twin sister, Susan 
Fetanat and her husband, 
Alex of Rancho Santa 
Margarita, CA, his brother, 
William J. Stofflet and his 
wife, Jeanne of Taunton 
and sister, Nancy Bailey 
of Revere.   He was the 

cherished uncle of several 
nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grandnephews 
and is also survived by 
extended family members 
and friends.  

Arrangements were giv-
en to the care and direc-
tion of the Welsh Funeral 
Home, Chelsea.  We con-
tinue to encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card to visit:  www.Welsh-
FH.com.

Jose Juan Rosado
October 24, 1981 – March 17, 2021

Birthday Remembrance
~ March 27th ~

SUSAN M. LUONGO

Away you are on your 
Birthday, yet here in my 

heart you will always stay.
For distance and time can 

never end love.
I've more to be thankful 

than mournful of.
It's now been 21 years and 

each day I pray that you are 
happy though so far away.

Love - 
Your daughter Michelle

Catherine 
(Kay) Pitts

— March 25 1971 —
50th Year Anniversary

You can only have one 
mother, patient, kind and true.

No other friend in all the world will 
be so true to you.

For all her loving kindness, 
She asks nothing in return,
If all the world deserts you 

To your mother you can turn.
You can only have one mother
Please take her to your heart.

You cannot tell how sson the day
When you and she must part.

Let her know you love her
Cheer and comfort her each day,

For you’ll never have another
When she passes away
Love your son, Arthur

MassDevelopment, in 
partnership with the Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC), has 
awarded Mystic Valley 
Elder Services (MVES) 
$50,000 in funding to help 
the agency increase its 
transportation service ca-
pacity through contracts 
with taxi & livery com-
panies. The funding is 
through the Taxi, Livery, 
and Hackney Transpor-
tation Partnerships Grant 
Program, an operational 
subsidy program aimed at 
expanding transportation 
service capacity through 
contracts with licensed taxi 
or livery businesses.

MVES will use this 
award to contract with 
Malden Taxi and Suburban 
Taxi to facilitate transpor-
tation to medical appoint-
ments and grocery stores 
for seniors and adults liv-
ing with disabilities who 
are isolated in their com-
munities. It will also help 
MVES’ Vaccine Transpor-
tation Program which pro-
vided free transportation to 
COIVD-19 vaccine loca-
tion to individuals age 60 
and over.

“Transportation can be 
a big challenge for older 
adults and adults living 
with disabilities who want 
to maintain a heathy, active 
life. Accessible transporta-
tion services are vital for 
enabling older adults to live 
independently,” explains 
Lauren Reid, Director of 
Community Programs at 
MVES.  “Our transpor-
tation experts are here to 
help you craft a transporta-
tion plan to fit your needs. 
We can make sure you get 
to your appointments and 
remain connected to your 
friends and community.”

 MVES provides assis-

tance in accessing com-
munity transportation re-
sources that are provided 
by Councils on Aging, the 
MBTA’s The RIDE, and 
through providers that 
MVES directly contracts 
with including taxi ser-
vices. In addition, MVES 
can help people access 
services through the Mass-
Health program along with 
other local resources. The 
transportation department 
can also schedule transpor-
tation to medical appoint-
ments for consumers en-
rolled in our various state 
funded homecare programs 
who require assistance.

MassDevelopment and 
MACP awarded $2,543,883 
in funding to 47 cities and 
towns, municipal agencies, 
regional transit authorities, 
nonprofits, and health and 
human service providers 
through the Taxi, Livery, 
and Hackney Transpor-
tation Partnerships Grant 
Program.  Administered 
by MAPC, these grants 
will help communities 
supplement existing trans-
portation options, create 
new programs to transport 
individuals to work, gro-
cery stores, non-emergency 
medical appointments, and 
other destinations, and fa-
cilitate delivery of essential 
supplies such as food and 
medicine to residents in 
need. The Taxi, Livery, and 
Hackney Transportation 
Partnerships Grant Pro-
gram is funded by Mass-
Development’s allocation 
from the Commonwealth’s 
Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Enhancement Trust 
Fund. 

 To learn more about 
MVES transportation ser-
vices, please call us at 781-
324-7705 or visit www.
mves.org

MassDevelopment, MAPC 
Award MVES $50K
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Chelsea Curves construction 
look-ahead through April 3

LANDSCAPING

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY 

PLEASE CALL 
 781-485-0588 x110 

OR EMAIL KATHY 
 KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL
JIM COSTELLO 

LANDSCAPING
LAWNS • MULCH AND HEDGES

- REASONABLY PRICED -
FREE ESTIMATE

617-962-5621

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

This is a brief overview 
of construction operations 
and traffic impacts for 
the Tobin Bridge/Chel-
sea Curves Rehabilitation 
Project. MassDOT will 
provide additional notices 
as needed for high-impact 
work, temporary ramp 
and street closures, and 
changes to traffic config-
urations beyond those de-
scribed below.

ROUTE 1 TRAFFIC 
IMPACTS

•ROUTE 1 NORTH-
BOUND: Approaching 
the Tobin Bridge from 
Boston, the work zone be-
gins in the right lane. 2 of 
3 travel lanes will be open 
during daytime hours (5 
a.m.–10 p.m.).  Nighttime 
lane reduction to one lane 
scheduled for Thursday, 
3/25, and Friday, 3/26 (10 
p.m. – 5 a.m.).

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND: Approaching 
the Chelsea Curves from 
the North Shore, the work 
zone is in the median. All 
3 travel lanes are open 
during the daytime hours 
(5 a.m.–10 p.m.).

LOCAL STREET 
CLOSURES

•FIFTH STREET: On 
Monday, 3/26, Fifth Street 
will be closed during the 
daytime from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

•ORANGE STREET: 
On Monday, 3/26, Or-
ange Street will be closed 
during the daytime from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

• A R L I N G T O N 
STREET: On Tuesday, 
3/27, Arlington Street will 
be closed during the day-
time from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

WORK HOURS
•Most work will occur 

during daytime working 
hours (7:00 a.m. – 3:30 
p.m.) on weekdays. Some 
work will take place on a 
2nd shift (2 p.m. – 1 a.m.)  
and overnight hours (9 
p.m. – 5 a.m.) and on Sat-
urdays (7 a.m. – 7 p.m.).  

DESCRIPTION OF 
SCHEDULED WORK

•ROUTE 1 NORTH-
BOUND: Placement of 
bridge barrier and in-
stallation of final high-
way lighting will contin-
ue through the Chelsea 
Curves.

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND: Completion of 
bridge superstructure and 
installation Fire Stand-
pipe System will contin-
ue through the Chelsea 
Curves.

COMPLETED WORK
•All remaining work is 

within the Chelsea Via-
duct portion of the job. 
Work continues on the 
reconstruction of parking 
lots underneath the Chel-
sea Viaduct.

TRAVEL TIPS
Drivers should take 

care to pay attention to all 
signage and move careful-
ly through the work zone. 
Police details, lane mark-
ings, temporary barriers, 
traffic cones, signage, and 
other tools will be used to 
control traffic and create 
safe work zones.

The contractors are 
coordinating with local 
event organizers and po-
lice to provide aware-
ness and manage traffic 
during events. For your 
awareness, there will be 
no events at the TD Gar-
den during this look ahead 
schedule.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

REVERE
2 Room Apartment
Close to Beach St
Kitchen
Parking Space
Available Now
$1,500 N/U

No Pets
Call & Leave Message 
781-286-6617
__________

LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-

485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
__________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.

Registered Dental 
Hygienist Wanted for 
Affordable Family 
Dental in Chelsea. Top 
Pay. Benefits. Be Able to 
Converse in English and 
Spanish. For immediate 
consideration contact 
Tania at (617) 889-
2668. 
3/17-3/31
__________

Grocery Shoppers need-
ed immediately part-
time in Revere, Chelsea, 

Everett, Winthrop, 
Somerville, Cambridge. 
Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 
per delivery.  Call 508-
643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.
com 
__________

NEW BRIDGE CAFE
Kitchen Help Wanted
All Positions needed
Apply in Person
Mon - Fri 2 - 4PM
650 Washington Ave., 

Chelsea
617-884-0134
3/24, 3/31, 4/7
___________

LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
__________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

REGIS STUDENTS 
MAKE THE    
DEAN’S LIST

Regis College is 
pleased to announce that 
the following residents are 
among the 540 students 
that made the Dean’s List 
for academic achievement 
for the 2020 fall semester. 

* Alexa Cuellar, of 
Chelsea, class of 2021.

* Jaqueline Lopreto, of 
Chelsea, class of 2023.

* Briana Ramirez, of 
Chelsea, class of 2021.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List as a senior, ju-
nior or sophomore at Re-
gis, a student must have a 
semester grade point aver-
age (GPA) of at least 3.50. 
For first-year students, a 
semester GPA of at least 
3.25 must be attained.

“I am very pleased to 

see so many of our stu-
dents excelling across 
the university,” said Re-
gis College Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs 
Mary Erina Driscoll. “The 
Dean’s List and the di-
versity of academic dis-
ciplines speak to a ded-
icated student body and 
to a faculty that promotes 
intellectual curiosity and 
achievement.”

Regis College is a 
coed, Catholic university 
12 miles west of Boston 
in Weston, Mass. With 
over 3,000 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and doc-
toral students enrolled on 
campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis 
provides an academically 
rigorous education with-
in the schools of nursing, 
arts and sciences, busi-
ness and communication, 
and health sciences. The 

Young School of Nursing 
at Regis has consistently 
been recognized by the 
National League of Nurs-
ing as a Center of Excel-
lence in Nursing Educa-
tion. In line with Regis’ 
mission of providing inno-
vative, industry-focused 
learning opportunities, 
the university offers aca-
demic partnerships with 
hospitals and local em-
ployers, a clinical dental 
center in Waltham, Mass., 
and bachelor’s completion 
and accelerated nursing 
programs at its campus 
in Lawrence, Mass. The 
university’s 20 NCAA Di-
vision III athletic teams 
compete within the Great 
Northeast Athletic Confer-
ence (GNAC). Inspired by 
the social justice values of 
its founders, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Boston, Re-
gis engages with service 

initiatives within the local 
community and around 
the world. Visit https://
www.regiscollege.edu.

LOCAL STUDENT 
NAMED TO 
CENTRE COLLEGE     
DEAN’S LIST

Saira Carreto Rome-
ro has been named to the 
dean’s list for the fall term 
at Centre College, an hon-
or reserved for students 
who maintain at least a 
3.60 grade point average.

A graduate of Chelsea 
High School, Saira Car-
reto Romero’s parent is 
Gisela Romero of Chelsea.

Centre College, founded 
in 1819, has been named a 
Forbes top-15 college/uni-
versity in the South seven 
years in a row, and is in-
cluded in Colleges That 
Change Lives.
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Staff Report

With the eye of a poet 
Mark Morelli walks the 
streets of Chelsea and 
with his camera captures 
the small details of life in 
the city. Each becomes a 
meditation and an appre-
ciation of our collective 
existence.

A large selection of his 
photographs are now on 
display at Gallery 456 
in the exhibit “Everyday 
Chelsea, Chelsea Every-
day.” 

For over 20 years Mark 
Morelli (https://www.in-
stagram.com/morellipho-
to/) has documented the 
urban landscape of his 
Chelsea neighborhood. 
He says, “For over twen-
ty years Chelsea has been 
my home. It has also been 
my inspiration. On dai-
ly walks I view the city 
street by street, slowly 
observing the small, often 
overlooked, details that 
make Chelsea visually 
compelling. Houses, flags, 
window displays, graffi-

ti, fences, religious sym-
bols, buildings, murals, 
shopping carts, basketball 
hoops, bicycles, doors, 
chairs, discarded papers.”

The exhibit uses a large 
format digital display to 
bring his large portfolio to 
life. Tacked on the walls of 
the display, as a backdrop 
to the digital monitors and 
as a stand alone display, 
Morelli has created a large 
collage of these discarded 
papers.  On one panel, a 
single monitor displays a 
slideshow while the mon-

itor on another features 
short videos. In these a 
static camera views an an-
imated object like falling 
snow on a city street, pass-
ing cars through a fogged 
store window, the flapping 
of loose plastic at a con-
struction site.

While none of Morel-
li’s photographs include 
people but they’re full of 
life.  The artist explains, 
“Each of these details is 
a small puzzle piece sug-

gesting something larger; 
a mysterious world or a 
hidden story. These seem-
ingly random fragments 
ultimately come together 
to document the rituals, 
activities and routines of 
everyday life. They are 
the pieces that define this 
unique place, creating a 
portrait of a city.”

The exhibit invites cu-
riosity, encouraging us to 
inquire about the unseen 
people encountered in 

these images and ephem-
era.

The exhibit remains on 
display until late April. 
Gallery 456 is a store-
front gallery with exhibits 
always visible from the 
sidewalk in front of 456 
Broadway, Chelsea.

Gallery 456 is present-
ed by Chelsea Prospers, 
the City of Chelsea’s 
downtown initiative for 
neighborhood vitality.  
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 

Wednesday, August 5, 2020

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com

See SPRAYING Page 2

See AMENDMENT Page 2See ELECTION Page 3

LOVE WHERE

 YOU LIVE.
BLOCK8.LIVE

By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Patricia Muse
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Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

sized to scale

DISTRICT UPDATES
•Dr. Almi Abeyta and 

Dr. Aaron Jennings are 
working with professors 
from local universities, 
Harvard Graduate School 
of Education and Boston 
College, on planning for 
supporting students when 
they return.

•Chelsea Special Ed-
ucation Parent Advisory 
Council (SEPAC) will 
hold a meeting on Thurs-
day, March 25, at 6 p.m. 
online. During the meet-
ing, they will welcome 
Laura Perez from Mass 
Advocates for Children. 
She will present, ‘Under-
standing the IEP.’

EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER

•Mrs. Faiella and Miss 
Maria’s Pre-Kindergarten 
class are learning about 
colors.  The class did a 
color experiment with 
Skittles and warm water. 
Taste the rainbow.

BERKOWITZ 
SCHOOL UPDATES
•Ms. Cabigting’s 2nd 

Grade Class from the Ber-
kowitz have been learning 
about amazing women in 
history. These are a few of 
their drawings this week. 
Amelia Earhart and Frida 
Kahlo and one of her an-
imalitos, the Spider Mon-
key.  Their class also meets 
up Saturday mornings for 
those who earned points 
during the school week. 
They have been meeting 
up to play “Among Us” 
together since January.

HOOK SCHOOL      
UPDATES

•Mrs. Delvaux’s sec-
ond grade class had the 
opportunity to interview 
Principal Clark as part of 
our interview writing unit. 
The class learned so much 
about Principal Clark and 
about what it takes to be-
come a principal. The stu-
dents were excellent inter-
viewers and asked great, 

specific questions.
•Here is an update for 

the 1st Annual Hooks/
Sokolowski Olympic 
Challenge. Students at the 
Hooks and Sokolowski 
Schools have been com-
peting during Physical 
Education class with Miss 
Drake and Ms. Stewart! 
Event #2, the gold medal 
went to the Hooks School. 
Both PE teachers are so 
proud of the hard work 
all the student athletes are 
putting in. 

•Students in Ms. Mc-
Guire’s 4th grade class are 
working on poetry in Read 
Together. The students lis-
ten to/read a poem by Kid 
President and then write 
their own poem using the 
repeating line “keep go-
ing.” To get kids thinking 
about what they wanted 
to write about, teachers 
asked them what emo-
tions they felt while lis-
tening/reading, and what 
the phrase “keep going” 
reminded them of. They 

posted their ideas to Jam-
board and also starred the 
ideas they agreed with. 
They were willing to put 
their ideas out there and 
also they supported each 
other’s ideas.

MORRIS H. SEI-
GAL CLARK AVE.            

UPDATES
•The Clark Avenue 

Community engaged in 
their first One School One 
Book Read Aloud. Every 
homeroom read and dis-
cussed the book Carl and 
the Meaning of Life by 
Deborah Freedman. It was 
a wonderful celebration of 
reading community and 
a great opportunity for 
students to engage in re-
flective discussions about 
their own interpretations 
of the meaning of life. 

•Students in Ms. Crow-
ley’s after school Science 
program put their STEM 
engineering skills into 
practice, as they designed 
and tested popsicle stick 

catapults. Students experi-
mented with changing the 
incline of the catapult to 
get the best projectile pos-
sible, using a Marshmal-
low Peep as the “pilot.” 
Each week, the Science 
program explores a new 
area of STEM or chemical 
reactions. 

CHELSEA HIGH 
SCHOOL

•Virtual Family Teach-
er Conferences will be 
on Thursday, March 25. 
Join on Zoom any time 
between 5-7 p.m. Parents 
will have the opportuni-
ty to talk individually to 
their student’s teacher on 
Zoom. You might have 
to be in a virtual waiting 
room before talking to 
the teacher. Teachers will 
send out links to their 
students. For help, go to 
https://chelseaschools.
zoom.us/j/86160018826.

School UpdateS

Miss Lindsay’s class at the 
Early Learning Center had 
a lot to celebrate last week. 
The class celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day by drawing 
leprechauns with their pot 
of gold at the end of the 
rainbow, and the 100th day 
of school by dressing up as 
100 year olds – such as this 
student did quite well.

Gallery 456 exhibit by photographer Mark Morelli captures rich details of Chelsea’s urban landscape

Mark Morelli in front of Gallery 456 and his exhibit, ‘Everyday Chelsea, Chelsea Everyday.’

An example of part of the exhibit by Morelli.
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