
By Seth Daniel

By the time School 
Committee Chair Kelly 
Garcia was elected to the 
Committee six years ago, 
she had already attend-
ed hundreds of hours of 
school-related meetings 
going back to when she 
was as young as 6.

That’s because her 
mother, Socorro Vega, 
was constantly fighting for 
educational rights in Chel-
sea while Boston Univer-
sity had control over the 
schools. They attended 
meeting after meeting – 
Garcia’s small hand in tow 
as her mother entered the 
library, a school or City 
Hall. 

And it has shaped her 
sense of duty to the com-
munity, now ready to lead 
the School Committee a 
second year in what will 
go down as the hardest 
years in a generation to 
administer public educa-
tion.

“Our vote counts and 
our city counts and our 
population is reflected in 
our elected officials, and 
representation truly does 
matter,” she said. “I was 
questioning whether I 
would run again and my 
mom pushed me to run 

again. I wasn’t so sure but 
my mom reminded me of 
how hard she fought for 
education. She was a par-
ent organizer many years 
ago. She organized hun-
dreds of parents to go to 
School Committee meet-
ings and fight for quality 
education and in those 
days meetings weren’t 
translated and parents 

weren’t even allowed to 
be in the building. Now, 
I’m 27 and the School 
Committee chair, and my 
mom attends these meet-
ings. She says it is the 
fruits of her labors. This 
position is a long-term 
commitment for myself 
and my family.”
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By Cary Shuman

Armond Anthony 
“Chick” Corea, who grew 
up in Chelsea and would 
go on to become an inter-
nationally known super-
star in the music indus-
try and win 23 Grammy 
Awards as a jazz pianist, 
died on Feb. 9 after a gal-
lant battle against cancer. 
He was 79.

Born in Chelsea, he was 
the son of Armando and 
Anna (Zaccone) Corea. 
Chick attended the Wil-
liams School where he was 
popular among his class-
mates 

and elected president of 
his ninth grade graduat-
ing class. Minna Karas 
Marino, a lifelong friend 
and classmate at Williams, 
recalled that Chick was 
enrolled in the college 
preparatory course at Wil-
liams and his classmates 
voted him “Most Likely 
to Succeed,” “Most Coop-
erative,” and “Most Musi-
cal.”

Chick continued his ed-
ucation at Chelsea High 
School for his sophomore 
year and most of his junior 
year before his parents 
bought a home in Everett, 

which required that Chick 
enroll in the Everett 
school system. He went 
on to graduate with the 
Everett High School Class 
of 1959.

 But Chick always 
held a very special place 
in his heart for Chelsea 
and that’s why it meant 
so much to him when 
Minna Karas Marino and 
Councillor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson worked togeth-
er to get Chick an honor-
ary diploma as a Chelsea 
High School Class of 1959 
graduate.

“Chickie was so happy 
to receive that diploma 
because he never really 
wanted to leave Chelsea,” 
said Karas Marino.

A street in Chelsea, 
Chick Corea Way, was 
named in his honor during 
“Chick Corea Tribute 
Day” in 2001.

Mr. Corea always loved 
coming back to Boston 
and performing at Sym-
phony Hall and other local 
venues. At a sold-out con-
cert at Symphony Hall in 
Boston in 2019, Mr. Corea 
and his group performed 

an amazing, jazz-oriented 
rendition of the “Happy 
Birthday” song for Minna 
Karas Marino. The caop-
acity crowd roared in its 
approval, some shouting 
their own birthday wishes 
to Minna, who was seat-
ed next to her husband, 
Nick, in the audience, and 
couldn’t believe the spot-

light that her friend had 
shone on her in the middle 
of the concert. 

Following the concert, 
Karas Marino and her hus-
band went to greet their 
friend backstage. A multi-
tude of fans of Mr. Corea, 
some from Chelsea, 
showed up at the back-
stage entrance.

“Chickie asked me, 
‘Are all those people with 
you?”’ recalled Karas Ma-
rino. “He was so gracious. 
He took photos with ev-
eryone who requested one. 
That’s the type of kind and 
humble man he was.”

Lenny Nelson was 

A NOTE FROM CHELSEA
Grammy-winning jazz pianist Chick Corea had a sweeping and influential music career

Chelsea native Chick Corea meets backstage with his hometown friends and fans, from 
left, Butch Bradley, Leenie Bradley, Minna Karas Marino, Lenny Nelson, Nick Marino, Karen 
Poverman, Lynda Diamond, Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson, Patricia Simboli, and Jose-
phine Nelson.

The City of Chelsea hosted a Chick Corea Tribute Day on 
May 20, 2001. See COREA Page 3

CIVIC DUTY

At a young age, Kelly Garcia learned 
from her mother to be politically active

School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia (as a little girl) with 
her mother, Socorro Vega, protesting for better education 
resources in Bellingham Square many years ago. Garcia 
said her mother took her to countless meetings as a young-
ster as part of her advocacy for better schooling in Chelsea. 
It has formed the basis for her advocacy on the School 
Committee, she said.

Staff report

Associate Justice of the 
Mass. Superior Court An-
gel Kelley will join the 
Chelsea Black Communi-
ty (CBC) in a virtual con-
versation tonight (Thurs-
day) at 6 p.m.

The topic of the event 
will be “Injustice Every-
where Is A Threat To Jus-
tice Everywhere.”

CBC President Joan 
Cromwell invites Chelsea 

residents to participate in 
the special conversation 
with Kelley, an eminent 
legal scholar, about the 
Massachusetts criminal 
justice system.

Last week’s CBC event 
was a virtual discussion 
following the short film, 
“Assumptions and Stereo-
types.”

Chelsea resident Khalil 
Saddiq, a racial equity 
consultant for non-profit 
organizations, did a superb 

job generating opinions 
about the film and engag-
ing residents in a conver-
sation about incidents they 
had experienced in their 
lives.

The CBC’s Black His-
tory Month schedule of 
event will conclude on 
Feb. 24 with President 
Joan Cromwell leading 
the presentation of the 
prestigious CBC “Chelsea 
Trailblazer” Awards in a 
virtual ceremony.

Associate Justice Kelly to speak at Black History event

Diversity director position a hot 
commodity amongst applicants

By Seth Daniel

More than 60 candidates 
applied for the new Di-
versity Director position 
within the City of Chelsea 
– a new department that 
will have high-level status 
and will be charged with 
making City government 
more inclusive and wel-
coming.

It’s a department pro-
posed by City Manag-

er Tom Ambrosino and 
Councilor Leo Robinson 
last summer in the wake 
of the murder of George 
Floyd, and in response 
to a list of demands from 
young people in Chel-
sea. Earlier this year, the 
City put together a Hir-
ing Committee chaired 
by City Attorney Cheryl 
Fisher Watson. That Com-
mittee is currently inter-
viewing candidates, and 

reportedly has some great 
options.

Fisher Watson said they 
had approximately 60 
applicants and the Com-
mittee has reviewed all 
60 applicants. They were 
ranked and from those 
rankings, six or seven 
were interviewed.

The goal will be to for-
ward three applicants to 

See DIVERSITY Page 3
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Chelsea’s Senate district likely to become majority-minority
By Seth Daniel

A new statewide report 
done by a Boston Univer-
sity professor for Lawyers 
for Civil Rights Boston 
shows major population 
shifts in the Greater Bos-
ton area that could po-
tentially switch Chelsea’s 
entire state delegation into 
majority-minority dis-
tricts when new lines are 
drawn later this year.

Already, the Chelsea/
Charlestown state repre-
sentative seat (2nd Suf-
folk), held by Rep. Dan 
Ryan, has been a majori-
ty-minority district since 
the last re-draw of the 
lines in 2012. That district 
also increased in minority 
representation, according 
to the report.

The report puts the 
Chelsea state senate seat, 
held by Sen. Sal DiDo-
menico, into majority-mi-
nority status for the first 
time. Meanwhile, the 16th 
Suffolk District, held by 
State Rep. Jessica Gianni-
no, is a district marked as 
nearly majority-minority 
and could be a new district 
depending on how lines 
are drawn. That district 
represents mostly Revere, 
but carries the Prattville 
section of Chelsea as well.

The report was com-
missioned by Lawyers 
for Civil Rights – a vot-
ing rights group involved 
statewide – and performed 
by BU professor Max-
well Palmer. The purpose 
was to look at population 
shifts and how they would 
affect the upcoming redis-
tricting efforts later this 
year as it relates to adding 
majority-minority district 
seats. Simply put, major-
ity-minority districts are 
those in which the non-
white population is great-
er than the white popula-
tion.

Maxwell found that 
the state has increased in 
population by 5.3 percent, 
but Suffolk County has 
grown 10.3 percent and 
Middlesex County by 6.5 
percent. 

“This growth was pri-
marily driven by increas-
es in the minority popu-
lation,” read the report. 
“Statewide, the white 
population shrank from 
76.1 percent to 70.3 per-
cent, the Black population 
increased from 6 percent 
to 7.1 percent, and the 

Hispanic population in-
creased from 9.6 percent 
to 12.4 percent. The mi-
nority population grew 
at a higher rate than the 
white population in every 
county of the state except 
Nantucket and Dukes 
counties. Overall, popu-
lation growth was highest 
in Greater Boston and the 
North Shore.”

That population shift 
has been most noticeable 
in the northern parts of 
Boston like Charlestown 
and urban cities just be-
yond, like Chelsea and 
Everett. In Everett, their 
state representative seat 
switched to majority-mi-
nority by population for 
the first time, according 
to the report, and that also 
drove the Senate seat to 
also become majority-mi-
nority. That state senate 
seat is held by Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico and also en-
compasses Charlestown, 
Chelsea, parts of Cam-
bridge and parts of All-
ston. The study showed 
the minority representa-
tion for that senate district 
went from about 46 per-
cent to 51.2 percent.

It was the only Senate 
district that changed in the 
study, though the Second 
Essex & Middlesex was 
identified as a near major-
ity-minority district – at 
47.7 percent of the repre-
sented population.

There were three Sen-
ate districts that were ma-
jority-minority under the 
2012 Redistricting plan, 
and all three remained so 
as well in the study. 

“As someone who has 
been actively engaged in 
my communities, this is 
not a surprise to me and 
should not be for anyone 
else,” he said. “I have 
long known that Black 
and brown residents make 
up the majority of my dis-
trict, and I look forward 
to continue listening and 
responding to the needs of 
my constituents.  I am very 
proud to represent one of 
the most racially and eth-
nically diverse districts 
in the state, and I have 
always said our diversity 
is our strength.  From the 
very first day I joined the 
Massachusetts Senate, the 
number one priority of my 
office has been serving 
those who for far too long 
felt like they didn’t have a 

voice in their state govern-
ment as well as addressing 
many longstanding in-
equities in our neighbor-
hoods.”

DiDomenico has made 
a point over the last year 
during his 10th anniver-
sary in the State Senate to 
stress that he has always 
strove to better represent 
the vulnerable and those 
historically not at the table 
in policymaking.

“The work of my Sen-
ate office—whether it be 
the policies I have cham-
pioned or the assistance 
we provide to my constit-
uents— has always cen-
tered the most vulnerable 
among us, marginalized 
communities, and those 
who have historically 
been left behind,” he said. 

“The policies I’ve sup-
ported over the years and 
stances I’ve taken weren’t 
always the most popular, 
but they were always what 
I knew in my heart was 
right. As always, I want 
all of my constituents in 
every neighborhood I rep-
resent to know that they 
have a strong voice in the 
State House addressing 
their concerns and needs.”

In the House, the 2nd 
Suffolk seat was identified 
as one of 20 majority-mi-
nority seats in 2012, but it 
grew in minority represen-
tation since that time.

The report indicated 
that the 2nd Suffolk had 
gone from about 55 per-
cent majority-minority to 
almost 60 percent (59.4 
percent) majority minori-

ty. Rep. Ryan said there 
has definitely been popu-
lation growth since the last 
redistricting effort, and he 
looks forward to that pro-
cess once the official Cen-
sus 2020 numbers arrive 
later this spring/summer.

“There has definite-
ly been population gain 
within the Greater Boston 
area and the Second Suf-
folk in particular,” he said. 
“The official 2020 Census 
numbers are the only ones 
that matter. Until they are 
finalized it is too soon to 
venture a guess as what a 
new district will look like. 
The certainty is that I will 
work to do what is best 
for Chelsea and Charles-
town.”

Three other House dis-
tricts were also identified 

as nearly majority-minori-
ty, and that included the 
House district in Revere 
and Chelsea – represent-
ed by new Rep. Giannino. 
Like Everett, that district 
took a major jump in mi-
nority representation, go-
ing from about 35 percent 
to 45.1 percent minority 
representation. It is iden-
tified along with a district 
in Jamaica Plain and a dis-
trict in Plymouth as poten-
tial majority-minority dis-
tricts during redistricting.

The Redistricting pro-
cess will not begin until 
full Census 2020 data is 
revealed later this spring 
and summer. The process 
typically takes a year to 
complete within the Leg-
islature, likely finishing in 
early 2022.

Baker prioritizes Chelsea for vaccine outreach to residents
By Seth Daniel

Chelsea will join 19 
other cities and towns dis-
proportionately affected 
by COVID-19 for an ef-
fort by Gov. Charlie Bak-
er to deploy targeted out-
reach to the communities 
and $1 million to support 
community health centers 
in priority vaccination of 
residents.

The announcement 
came on Tuesday evening 
from the Department of 
Public Health (DPH), and 
Chelsea was identified 
with other communities 
like Everett, Revere, Lynn 
and Lawrence, among oth-
ers. 

This list of 20 is a sub-
set of the cities and towns 
that met the Massachu-
setts COVID Advisory 
Group recommendation 
to prioritize communi-
ties using the  CDC’s So-
cial Vulnerability Index 
(SVI) and COVID-19 case 
rates since the start of the 
pandemic. Those commu-
nities were then ranked by 
average daily COVID-19 
case rates in each city 
and town (excluding cas-
es in long-term care and 
correctional facilities and 
communities with under 

30,000 residents). From 
this ranked list by case 
rate, the top 17 cities and 
towns with the highest 
percentage of people of 
color were identified. The 
list of 20 cities and towns 
includes three additional 
communities to capture 
the top 15 communities 
with the highest daily 
COVID case rates.

Chelsea was one of the 
highest priority cities on 
that list of 20.

“We recognize the deep 
knowledge and expertise 
that exists in every com-
munity and our aim is to 
listen, respond, and work 
in concert to develop a 
customized approach for 
reaching as many resi-
dents as we can to increase 
vaccination,”  said Pub-
lic Health Commission-
er Monica Bharel, MD, 
MPH. “This approach is 
centered on equity, a core 
pillar of our vaccine dis-
tribution. Our goal is to 
work in collaboration with 
our local communities, to 
meet people where they 
are, and to reduce barri-
ers – both physical and 
otherwise – to getting the 
COVID vaccine.”

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino has said for sever-

al months that he believed 
the state would prioritize 
Chelsea for vaccine re-
sources and outreach. He 
said he is glad to see the 
state focusing on dispro-
portionately impacted 
communities like Chel-
sea, and indicated funding 
resources would likely 
go to helping East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center’s COVID vaccine 
partnership with La Co-
laborativa and the City.

“I’m pleased that the 
Administration is focusing 
on disproportionately im-
pacted communities,” he 
said. “We are still waiting 
to see how this will specif-
ically be implemented in 
Chelsea, and the Adminis-
tration has indicated more 
direct engagement will 
occur in the next week. So 
far, the Administration has 
been supportive in ensur-
ing Chelsea can vaccinate 
those eligible, particularly 
in supporting East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center’s efforts. Obvious-
ly, as eligibility expands, 
more state resources will 
be necessary to ensure 
Chelsea residents eligible 
for vaccines have easy ac-
cess to appointments.”

The Administration has 

invested $1 million in the 
MA League of Communi-
ty Health Centers to sup-
port community health 
center efforts to increase 
vaccine safety awareness 
in communities dispro-
portionately impacted by 
COVID-19, with the goal 
of addressing vaccine 
hesitancy and increasing 
COVID-19 vaccination 
rates for individuals and 
communities dispropor-
tionately impacted.

The program has three 
main objectives:

•Increase vaccine con-
fidence and knowledge 
among community en-
gagement staff at health 
centers.

•Implement dissemina-
tion of culturally relevant 
and linguistically diverse 
patient education materi-
als.

•Identify and partner 
with local communi-
ty-based organizations to 
provide information and 
tips to engage people in 
vaccination conversations.

This grant initiative 
is a critical piece of the 
MA League of Com-
munity Health Center’s 
COVID-19 Vaccine Com-
munity Engagement Cam-
paign and recognizes that 

Community Health Cen-
ters, community health 
workers and other com-
munity-facing outreach 
workers are critical and 
widely trusted individu-
als to address COVID-19 
vaccine hesitancy among 
the most at-risk commu-
nities.  

Under the initiative, 
qualified health centers 
may apply for $25,000 
grants via the MA League 
of Community Health 
Centers to assist Com-
munity Health Workers 
(CHW) to engage patients 
and community members 
in vaccination discussions 
to increase vaccine uptake 
in the Commonwealth’s 
hardest-hit communities. 

The funding helps 
health centers in sever-
al critical ways, the DPH 
said, including support-
ing providers and staff in 
having one-to-one con-
versations with patients to 
answer their questions and 
concerns, bringing these 
individualized dialogues 
to the broader community, 
and using online and other 
communication channels 
and resources. The new 
DPH initiative will sup-
port a tailored communi-
ty-based approach around 

the individual needs iden-
tified by each municipali-
ty. As part of the outreach, 
a DPH Community Liai-
son will work to leverage 
and coordinate state re-
sources and customize a 
menu of options to be of-
fered to each community, 
which may include: 

•Identifying gaps and 
mapping available re-
sources to reduce barriers 
to vaccination.

•Coordinating and sup-
porting key stakeholders 
including Local Boards 
of Health, local Commu-
nity and Faith-Based Or-
ganizations, Community 
Health Centers, and Com-
munity Health Workers 
who can support grass-
roots outreach.

•Deploying DPH Vac-
cine Ambassadors to pro-
vide support for town halls 
and other local forums to 
share information and ma-
terials, including a  DPH 
forum guide and toolkit.

•Disseminating cultur-
ally appropriate transla-
tions of communications 
campaign materials, in-
cluding  Trust the Facts. 
Get the Vax.  campaign 
materials  and  vaccine 
FAQs in multiple languag-
es.
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NEWS Briefs by Seth Daniel

BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH ONLINE 
PROGRAMS

•All month - Chelsea 
City Hall Art Gallery 
Exhibit, ‘Celebration of 
Family, Freedom, Heal-
ing, Love.’

•All month - Down-
town Gallery 456 – Pho-
tography Exhibit

“Family, Peace, Justice, 
Equality,” Photographer: 
Sharon Caulfield.

•Feb. 18 – ‘Injustice 
Anywhere is a Threat to 
Justice Everywhere.’ Ra-
cial Disparities in the US 
Judicial System. What in 
the law needs to change 
for Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color (BI-
POC). Conversation with 
Associate Justice of Su-
perior Court Judge Angel 
Kelly. 6-8 p.m.

•Feb. 24 - Tribute to 
Chelsea Trailblazers: 
“Community Responding 
to a Pandemic and Racial 
Equality, 6-8 p.m.

SCHEDULE 
A VACCINE 
APPOINTMENT

COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion Update: Adults 75 
and over can receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine start-
ing on February 1 using 
the statewide website. 
Find more details on the 
vaccination eligibility, 
vaccination locations and 
information for booking 
appointments at mass.
gov/covidvaccine

RESIDENTIAL 
PARKING STICKER 
EXTENDED

The residential parking 
sticker has been extended 
until February 2022 in or-
der to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. The current 
sticker expiring on Febru-
ary 28, 2021 will be valid 
until February 28, 2022. 

All other permits/stick-
ers will expire on Febru-
ary 28, 2021.

HOMEOWNERS 
STABILIZATION 
PROGRAM

•Phase 1
The Department of 

Housing and Commu-
nity Development, in 
conjunction with its con-
tractor, Chelsea Resto-
ration Corporation, is 
overseeing Phase 1 of the 
Homeowners Stabiliza-
tion Program. Funded by 
the Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund Board, Phase 
1 of this program offers 
direct financial assistance 
to income-eligible home-
owners that can be used 
for mortgage, insurance, 
utility, and property taxes. 
The application period for 
Phase I is now closed. To 
be eligible, homeowners 
had to earn no more than 
80 percent of the Area 
Median Income (AMI). 
A lottery for Phase 1 
will be held at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 4, on 
Facebook Live. Appli-
cants should receive their 
lottery number in the mail 
before the lottery. If you 
have not received your 
lottery number, you may 
call 311 or 617-466-4209. 

•Phase 2 
The City will soon be 

accepting applications for 
Phase 2 of the program. 
Phase 2 was funded with 
$750.00 from the Chelsea 
City Council. Phase 2 el-
igibility is broader than 
Phase 1. You may apply if 

you make up to 100% of 
AMI. Information about 
Phase 2 will be coming 
soon.

BEACHAM/
WILLIAMS 
CORRIDOR 
RECONSTRUCTION

In December, the De-
partment of Housing and 
Community Development 
released the Beacham/
Williams Corridor Recon-
struction Project for bid-
ding. Construction bids 
were opened on January 
11, and low bids came in 
under budget. Over the 
next two months, the De-
partment will oversee con-
tracting and preconstruc-
tion activities, followed 
by a public meeting, prior 
to the commencement of 
construction. Construc-
tion is slated to begin in 
April of 2021.

COVID-19 FREE 
TESTING

The Stop the Spread 
testing site has moved 
and is now offering free, 
indoor COVID-19 testing 
at 35 Fourth St. It is avail-
able to everyone through 
March 31. There is no 
longer any testing going 
on at City Hall or Chelsea 
Square.

The hours are:
•Monday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday – 2-6 p.m.
•Wednesday and Friday 

– 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
•Saturday and Sunday 

– 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Pre-register online and 

save time.

MGH OFFERS FREE 
COVID TESTING 
VAN

The MGH COVID-19 
testing van will be avail-
able to Chelsea residents 
every Tuesday from 2-6 
p.m. in the parking lot at 
the La Colaborativa ware-
house, 25 Sixth St. Walk-
in testing is available for 
individuals who primar-
ily live, work and go to 
school in Chelsea.

FOOD PANTRY FOR 
VETERANS

Contactless delivery 
and car pickup will be be-
tween 10 am and noon at 
150 Marginal St. The next 
event dates are:

•March 3, 2021
•April 7, 2021
•May 5, 2021
Contact Veterans’ Ser-

vices if you have a ques-
tion: Francisco Toro

Email: ftoro@chelsea-
ma.gov.

ROUTE 1 HOUSING 
PROGRAM

In an effort to enhance 
and preserve the quality of 
the existing housing sup-
ply in the City of Chelsea, 
the City has premiered 
the Route 1 Housing En-
hancements Program.

The Program provides 
assistance to homeowners 
seeking to address sound 
attenuation, air quality 
improvements, and exteri-
or repairs. Targeting prop-
erties adjacent to Route 
1, the Program strives to 
mitigate the adverse pub-
lic health effects caused 
by Route 1, including, but 
not limited to, noise pollu-
tion, degraded air quality, 
and property damage that 
occurred during recent 
state construction.

Learn more about 
this program and find 

the application online at 
www.ChelseaMa.gov/
Route-1-Enhancement.

SAVE A LIFE, WEAR 
A MASK

If you see businesses or 
workplaces not comply-
ing with safety guidelines, 
please report it by calling 
the City of Chelsea 311 
(non-emergencies line) at 
617-466-4209 or visiting 
mass.gov/compliance.

HOUSING LEGAL 
CLINIC

Chelsea Housing Legal 
Clinic is available to help 
low-income residents 
with landlord mediation, 
eviction proceedings, and 
other housing legal issues. 
Due to Covid-19, the of-
fice cannot accept walk-
ins. Please call 617-603-
1700 or 1-800-342-LAWS 
for initial inquiries and to 
schedule an appointment. 
The call center pandemic 
hours are:

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday: 9am-noon

Tuesday & Thursday: 
12:30-3:30 p.m.

Please be patient as the 
CHLC expects to receive 
a large number of calls.

For more information, 
visit www.chelseama.
gov/CHLC

CHELSEA 
HERITAGE       
MURAL

The Chelsea Heritage 
Mural will be an 80-foot 
painted mural on alumi-
num panels installed on 
the Fifth Street side of 
472 Broadway in Bell-
ingham Square. It will be 
designed and painted by 
David Fichter. The artist 
is known for a distinctive, 
realistic style that features 
the people, architecture, 
and other details reflec-
tive of the mural location. 
Working with residents of 
all ages, he’s completed 
more than 200 permanent 
murals that have become 
beloved local landmarks 
that communicate the sto-
ry of each neighborhood. 

The City asking for 
your ideas for the con-
tent of this mural. Submit 
your ideas and learn more 
about the project here:

https://bit.ly/32TjcWA

RAFT PROGRAM 
RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE

 
If anyone needs help 
paying rent, they may 
be eligible for financial 
assistance through the 
Massachusetts Residen-
tial Assistance for Fami-
lies in Transition (RAFT) 
program. RAFT has ex-
panded its eligibility re-
quirements to help people 
with COVID-19 related 
job losses or financial 
hardship. Some things to 
consider:

•Your immigration sta-
tus does not matter. 

•You may be eligible 
for RAFT if you have not 
been, or will not be, able 
to pay rent, mortgage pay-
ments, or utilities due to 
COVID-19. 

•You must be in con-
tact with your landlord or 
property manager (RAFT 
funds are paid to them). 

•If you are not on the 
lease, you can provide 
your landlord’s contact in-
formation to confirm that 
you are a tenant. 

•If you need help to 

cover your security depos-
it (for first or last month’s 
rent), you can specify the 
unit you plan to move 
into, even if you have not 
yet signed the lease. 

•You are not eligible if 
you are in an Emergency 
Assistance Shelter.

Households can re-
ceive up to $4,000 for 
a 12-month period. To 
check eligibility and for 
help with applications, 
call the CONNECT Ho-
tline at 617-712-3487.

WATER LEAK 
ALERTS

The City of Chelsea is 
offering a free service to 
residents to help efficient-
ly manage water usage and 
lower monthly bills. The 
service also notifies resi-
dents if usage indicates a 
possible leak. Register for 
this service at http://chel-
ma.aquahawk.us or call 
617-464-4041 for more 
information.

FREE WATER 
METER 
REPLACEMENT

The City of Chelsea’s 
DPW is continuing its 
water meter replacement 
program for both resi-
dential and commercial 
customers. As part of this 
effort, meter service tech-
nicians from the DPW 
may be visiting a property 
to remove the old meter 
and replace it with a new 
meter.  All DPW meter 
service technicians travel 
in marked City of Chelsea 
vehicles and have City 
of Chelsea identification 
badges.  Whenever a wa-
ter meter technician vis-
its a property, one should 
ask to see the City issued 
ID.  Installation of a new 
meter will typically take 
less than 30 minutes. The 
new meters will eliminate 
most estimated bills.  Re-
liable readings will also 
allow customers to iden-
tify leaks that may result 
in higher than normal 
bills.  There is no charge 
for the new meter. 

CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE APP

For those seeking real 
time information about 
the Chelsea St. Bridge 
closures, Massport is 
operating a Twitter ac-
count which alerts driv-
ers whenever the bridge 
is opening for shipping 
and closed to traffic. The 
Twitter account is @Lo-
ganToChelsea. This real 
time information supple-
ments the new vehicular 
warnings systems now 
currently active on Broad-
way and Williams St.

MASSPORT NOISE 
COMPLAINT LINE

Residents who are be-
ing disturbed by airplane 
noise are encouraged to 
call the MassPort Noise 
Hotline 24 hours a day. 
The phone number is 
(617) 561-3333.

SENIOR WATER 
AND SEWER 
DISCOUNT

Chelsea senior citizens 
are reminded to sign up 
for the new Senior Dis-
count for water and sewer 
charges. Any senior 65 or 
older who owns and oc-
cupies his/her own home 
may apply.   The discount 
is 10% off the monthly 
bill.

By Lauren Bennett

Governor Charlie Baker 
announced on Wednesday 
that beginning on Febru-
ary 18, individuals age 65 
and older, as well as those 
with two or more “certain 
medical conditions” will 
be eligible to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

These conditions in-
clude: “asthma (moder-
ate-to-severe), cancer, 
chronic kidney disease, 
COPD (chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease), 
Down Syndrome, heart 
conditions, such as heart 
failure, coronary artery 
disease, or cardiomyop-
athies, immunocompro-
mised state (weakened im-
mune system) from solid 
organ transplant, obesity 
and severe obesity (body 
mass index [BMI] of 30 
kg/m2 or higher), preg-
nancy, sickle cell disease, 
smoking, [and] Type 2 di-
abetes mellitus,” accord-
ing to the state. 

“Our goal has been to 
protect and preserve life, 
and support our healthcare 
system,” Baker said. 

On February 1, resi-
dents age 75 and older be-
came eligible for the vac-
cine, and Baker said that 
the state has “seen signifi-
cant progress over the past 
two weeks to get shots in 
arms to that community.”

Last week, 285,000 
total doses were admin-
istered, and more than 
251,000 residents have 
received their first dose of 
the vaccine, Baker said, 
which is “over half of the 
statewide population in 
this group” and “exceeds 
the national average for 
this group.” In total, more 
than 1.1 million doses 
have been administered 
statewide.

“We now rank number 
nine in the country for first 
dose vaccinations per cap-
ita,” Baker said, adding 
that the state ranks num-
ber one nationwide “for 
total shots administered 
per capita among the 24 
states that have more than 
five million people.”

Baker said that there are 
“hundreds of sites across 
the state” that are able to 
administer the vaccine, 
and that 95 percent of the 
state’s population “lives 
within a 45 minute drive 
of a mass vaccination 
site” or within a 30 minute 
drive of a high volume re-
gional provider.

“We’ve also made im-
provements to the book-
ing process by developing 
new tools on our website 

and opening a call center 
to assist residents who 
can’t book appointments 
online,” Baker said.

Beginning February 18, 
those 65 and older and 
those with two or more 
medical conditions out-
line by the state can book 
an appointment for their 
first vaccine at mass.gov/
covidvaccine. 

Baker said that new ap-
pointments will be avail-
able on Thursday morning 
beginning at around 8 a.m. 

“There’s no reason to 
stay up all night,” he said, 
harkening back to the rush 
that hit the state system 
when vaccination was 
opened up to those 75 and 
older.

However, Baker 
stressed that getting an 
appointment might not 
happen immediately for 
all those who are eligible 
because the state is limited 
by how much vaccine it 
receives from the federal 
government.

“These two groups that 
we’re now opening up 
the vaccination process to 
represents approximate-
ly a million people,” “It’s 
important to remember 
that the federal govern-
ment only sends states a 
small amount of vaccine 
every week.”

He said that for the past 
few weeks, Massachusetts 
has received approximate-
ly 110,000 first doses per 
week.

“Unless we see a mas-
sive increase in shipments 
from the feds, it will take 
us at least a month for peo-
ple in these new groups to 
be able to book their first 
vaccine appointment,” 
Baker said.

“We all remain hopeful 
that those numbers will 
increase from the federal 
government as we go for-
ward, but it’s important for 
people to understand that 
at this point in time, it’s 
about 110,000 new dos-
es a week for first doses, 
and we now have a group 
that represents somewhere 
around a million people 
that’s going to be joining 
the ranks of those who are 
eligible.”

Baker said that the state 
continues to build out ca-
pacity at vaccination sites 
so “if and when” the sup-
ply increases, they will be 
prepared to vaccinate as 
many people as possible.

“There’s going to be 
vaccine eventually for 
everyone, and everyone 
will get an appointment,” 
he said. “It’s just going to 
take a little while.” 

Individuals ages 65+, individuals 
with 2+ comorbidities eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccination now 
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By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
Shown sized to scale above
covers approx. 2 columns
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USE COMMON SENSE

 WHEN DRIVING
Perusing through the police reports these days 

makes it apparent that the winter season is here -- and 
with it, the usual array of traffic incidents and acci-
dents.

Although we have not had any of the big bliz-
zard-type of winter events this season (at least so far), 
we now are in a period of a stormy weather pattern 
that is sending us small snow & ice events that in re-
ality are even more treacherous than big storms.

The number of auto accidents seems to be inversely 
proportional to the size of the snowfall. It’s as though 
motorists think, “This isn’t too bad,” and then pro-
ceed to drive too fast for the conditions.

In addition, we would  remind our readers who 
have all-wheel drive vehicles that four wheels on ice 
are just as useless as the two wheels of a rear-drive 
vehicle, if you know what we mean. In other words, 
ice is ice is ice, regardless of what kind of vehicle you 
may be driving.

So during this upcoming period of stormy weather, 
if you do have to be out on the roads, please drive 
SLOWLY. There is no such thing as exercising too 
much caution in wintry weather

A NORTH POLE HURRICANE 

Residents in Texas and along the Gulf Coast have 
become accustomed in recent years to a seeming-
ly-endless onslaught of devastating hurricanes barrel-
ing up from the Gulf of Mexico.

Hurricane Harvey a few years ago dumped more 
rain and caused more flooding than any weather event 
in the region’s history.

However, even with the hurricane season long-over, 
this part of the nation is being subjected to a weather 
event that has knocked out the region’s power grid, 
leaving millions of residents without in the dark and 
without heat.

But instead of coming from the south, this latest 
force of nature has surged from the north thanks to 
a dip in the polar vortex from the Arctic. The result 
has been a cataclysmic storm that has crippled the en-
tire region.

It’s one thing to be without  power amidst warm 
weather, but quite another to be without power when 
the temperatures are dipping to near-zero.

Climate change is not simply about global warm-
ing -- though it’s true that the earth’s average tem-
perature has continued to climb year-after-year for 
the past decade.

Climate change also is about extreme weather of 
the sort that wreaks havoc in unexpected ways.

The Texas power grid was completely unprepared 
for the near-zero temperature conditions that have 
struck that part of the country, with the result that 
millions of people are facing a dire, life-threatening 
situation.

Climate change is arriving faster than anyone pre-
dicted -- and whatever window we have to reverse 
course is closing rapidly, if it already isn’t too late. 

Yes, the pandemic is demanding our immediate 
attention, but climate change needs to be addressed 
urgently -- because if we fail to do so, the worst is yet 
to come.

Special to the Record 

Last week,  the House 
Financial Services Com-
mittee included in the 
House American Rescue 
Plan Act a measure cham-
pioned by  Congresswom-
an Ayanna Pressley,  in 
partnership with  several 
colleagues,  that would to 
invest nearly $5 billion in 
additional funding to sup-

port vulnerable families 
and individuals experienc-
ing homelessness.

“Housing is a critical 
determinant of health, 
economic opportunity 
and social mobility,”  said 
Congresswoman Press-
ley. “With this pandemic 
continuing to rage and the 
threat of homelessness 
looming large for families 

across the Massachusetts 
7th and nationwide, our re-
lief efforts must continue 
to prioritize keeping fam-
ilies safely housed.” 

Experts estimate that 
$5 billion in additional re-
sources is critical to help 
communities across the 
country provide safe and 
secure shelter for those 
experiencing homeless-

ness. This provision is 
responsive to the needs of 
community and advocates 
and will provide cities and 
states the flexibility need-
ed to make long term in-
vestments to combat the 
homelessness crisis like 
the conversion of hotels 
and motels into non-con-
gregate shelters.

Pressley’s Provision to support families experiencing 
homelessness included in House American Rescue Plan

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to 

submit engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports stories and photos 
for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 
stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

By Record Staff

The City of Chelsea lost one of its 
greatest native sons with the pass-
ing of jazz great Armando Anthony 
“Chick” Corea this past week at the 
age of 79.

Chick Corea (whose nick-
name  “Chick” derived from the 
nickname “Cheeky” that an aunt, 
who would  pinch his cheeks, had 
given to him when he was a young-
ster) was born and raised in the 
city, attending the Williams School 
and Chelsea  High School, though 
he graduated from Everett High 
in 1959 when his parents bought a 
house in that city in the middle of 
his junior year in high school.

Chick Corea’s immense musical 
talent was nurtured from a very ear-
ly age by his father, Armando, who 
himself was a jazz musician, and 
continued through his years in the 
Chelsea school system.

Corea took music lessons at the 
Williams School from Alvin Toltz 
and was a member of the St. Rose 
Scarlet Lancers Drum and Bugle 
Corps. Interestingly, Corea devel-
oped an interest in drums as a youth 
before eventually switching to the 
piano exclusively, but it was his 
drum-playing as a youngster that in-

spired his use of the piano as a per-
cussive instrument that  ultimately 
led to the development of his unique 
style that led to his recognition as a 
world-renowned jazz keyboardist.

Chick Corea performed with 
all of the world’s great musicians 
over the past half century. He was 
a member of the Miles Davis Band 
in the 1960s before establishing his 
own band that eventually led to 23 
Grammy awards and more than 60 
Grammy nominations, all the while 
performing with the greatest musi-
cians, jazz and otherwise, of his era.

Despite his world-wide fame and 
success, Chick Corea always re-
mained a humble person who nev-
er forgot his Chelsea roots, often 
reconnecting with classmates from 
Chelsea High when he came to the 
Boston area  for concerts. He was 
especially proud when he received 
an honorary Chelsea High diplo-
ma many years later because he al-
ways considered himself a Chelsea 
boy at heart.

Among those who remembered 
Corea was John Mayer who wrote 
on Instagram: “Chick Corea was 
the single greatest improvisational 
musician I have ever played with. 
Nobody was more open, more finely 
tuned to the moment, changing his 

approach with every new offering 
by the musicians around him. If you 
hit a wrong note, he’d immediately 
pick it up and play it as a motif so as 
to say ‘all of this has value, whether 
you see it or not.’ What an immea-
surable loss in so many ways.”

Chick Corea’s last words, via his 
family on Facebook,  were these: 
“I want to thank all of those along 
my journey who have helped keep 
the music fires burning bright,” he 
wrote. “It is my hope that those who 
have an inkling to play, write, per-
form or otherwise, do so. If not for 
yourself then for the rest of us. It’s 
not only that the world needs more 
artists, it’s also just a lot of fun.

“And to my amazing musician 
friends who have been like family 
to me as long as I’ve known you: 
It has been a blessing and an hon-
or learning from and playing with 
all of you. My mission has always 
been to bring the joy of creating 
anywhere I could, and to have done 
so with all the artists that I admire so 
dearly — this has been the richness 
of my life.”

The world will miss Chick Corea. 
May he rest in peace.

APPRECIATION

Chick Corea left his heart in Chelsea
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On Friday, February 12, 
Speaker of the Massachu-
setts House of Represen-
tatives Ronald Mariano 
(D-Quincy) appointed 
legislators to various leg-
islative committees for 
the 2021-2022 Session of 
the General Court.  Newly 
elected State Representa-
tive Jessica Ann Giannino 
(D-Revere) was appointed 
to serve on four commit-
tees:

• The Joint Committee 
on Environment, Natural 
Resources and Agricul-
ture,

• The Joint Committee 
on Economic Develop-
ment and Emerging Tech-
nologies,

• The Joint Committee 
on Advanced Information 
Technology, the Internet 
and Cybersecurity, and

• The Joint Committee 
on Election Laws.

“I want to express my 
gratitude to Speaker Mari-
ano for appointing me to 
these four committees, 
and I am excited to get 
to work on the business 
at hand for the upcoming 
session,” said Represen-
tative Giannino.  “In their 
own ways, each commit-
tee will allow me to ad-
vocate for various needs 
of the Sixteenth Suffolk 
District in unique ways.”

The Joint Committee 
on Environment, Natural 
Resources and Agriculture 
is charged with consid-
ering matters concerning 
the DCR, natural resourc-
es and the environment, 
air, water and noise pol-
lution, as well as hunting 

and fishing, conservation, 
solid waste disposal, and 
sewerage.

“Representing a coastal 
district that is home to not 
only America’s First Pub-
lic Beach, but key region-
al rivers, and one of the 
most significant saltwater 
marshes north of Boston, 
as well as host to the na-
tion’s oldest solid waste 
incinerator and an unlined 
ash landfill that is in the 
midst of an Area of Crit-
ical Environmental Con-
cern, I am excited to serve 
on the Joint Committee 
on Environment, Natural 
Resources and Agricul-
ture,” said Representative 
Giannino.  “I believe that 
I will be able to use my 
voice on the ENRA Com-
mittee to advocate for a 
cleaner, healthier envi-
ronment for communities 
like Revere, Chelsea, and 
Saugus which have been 
plagued with a myriad of 
environmental issues.  I 
look forward to working 
with Chairwoman Dyke-
ma and the other mem-
bers of the committee to 
advance legislation that 
will help to improve our 
Commonwealth’s envi-
ronment.”

The Joint Committee 
on Economic Develop-
ment and Emerging Tech-
nologies is responsible for 
considering legislation 
relative to commercial and 
industrial establishments, 
casino gambling and gam-
ing, industrial develop-
ment, the racing industry, 
science and technology, 
economic development, 

retention of science or 
technology-intensive in-
dustries; innovation sys-
tems from research to 
development; medical 
technology; medical de-
vices; environmental tech-
nologies, classroom ap-
plications, and workforce 
technology training and 
development.

“As the State Represen-
tative who represents three 
communities which have 
economic development 
on the forefront of their 
municipal agendas, I am 
beyond excited to serve 
on the Joint Committee on 
Economic Development 
and Emerging Technolo-
gies,” said Representative 
Giannino.  “Serving on 
this committee will give 
me good insight into the 
overarching picture that 
Revere, Chelsea and Sau-
gus have been painting 
in recent years to attract 
development that creates 
jobs and spurs the regional 
economy.  I am thrilled to 
get to work with Chairman 
Parisella and the members 
of the committee to support 
policies which will make 
our Commonwealth’s 
economy stronger.”

The Joint Committee 
on Advanced Information 
Technology, the Internet 
and Cybersecurity is a 
newly-created legislative 
committee this year that 
is tasked with consider-
ing issues relating to ad-
vanced information tech-
nology, cybersecurity and 
cyber threats, as well as 
advanced public telecom-
munications networks, the 

Rep. Dan Ryan

Ryan lands chairmanship
By Seth Daniel

State Rep. Dan Ryan 
was appointed to his first 
chairmanship position 
late last week by House 
Speaker Ron Mariano, 
with the veteran represen-
tative taking the lead on 
the House Election Laws 
Committee. 

Ryan has served for 
his first several terms on 
important committees, 
such as transportation, but 
gaining a role as a chair-
man indicates somewhat 
of a promotion within the 
legislative body.

Ryan said this week he 
knew it was going to be 
a very busy Committee, 
with a lot of hearings and 
testimony to be heard giv-
en the changes to the vot-
ing and Elections systems 
during COVID-19. The 
future of those changes, 
and any new alterations, 
will likely be hashed out 
in his new Committee in 
the coming months.

“I want to thank Speak-
er Mariano and his leader-

ship team for putting their 
trust in me to take on this 
important role,” he said. 
“The COVID pandemic 
has certainly tested our 
resolve as a country and 
Commonwealth. This past 
year has laid bare the fra-
gility of many sectors of 
society.   However, out of 
necessity, we have also 
pulled together to test 
some ideas that have been 
around for a while. Early 
voting, no-excuse absen-
tee voting and other forms 
of ballot access initiatives 
were very popular. It will 
be a lot work right out of 
the gate to refine these 
processes for this year’s 
elections - as well as for 
the long term. We need to 
ensure that elections are 
safe and fair with as much 
access to the ballot box as 
reasonably possible.”

Due to the anticipated 
agenda of the Committee, 
Ryan was not assigned to 
any other Committees as 
a member in the coming 
session.

Giannino appointed to legislative committees
internet, broadband ac-
cess, and fifth-generation 
telecommunications.

“Since the onset of the 
COVID pandemic and 
remote learning, I have 
become increasingly con-
cerned for the urgent need 
for widespread broadband 
access, especially in Gate-
way Cities like Revere and 
Chelsea.  The pandemic, 
which has changed our 
lives in so many ways, has 
shown just how much of a 
necessity internet access 
in the twenty-first centu-
ry,” said Representative 
Giannino.  “Additionally, 
as the internet continues 
to evolve, and more of our 
daily activities become 
virtual, cybersecurity 
must be at the forefront of 
issues to consider.  I look 
forward to working with 
Chairwoman Campbell, 
and am hopeful the work 
of this committee create 
policy to help make our 
information technology 
more secure.”

Finally, the role of the 
Joint Committee on Elec-
tion Laws is to consider 
bills in the Legislature that 
concern concerning elec-
tions.

“Elections are the cor-
nerstone of our democra-
cy, and ensuring that our 
elections – from local to 
state to federal - are safe, 
fair and equitable is some-
thing all representatives in 
a democratic government 
should seek to preserve,” 
said Representative Gi-
annino.  “I look forward to 
working alongside Chair-
man Ryan this session on 
this committee.”

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Chaplin, Elizabeth	 Cates, Cathryn M	 47 Breakwater Dr #47	 $585,000
Ozoria, Dulce	 Tanner, Bonnie J	 53 Cook Ave	 $690,000
Doksani, Jetjoni	 Gilbreath, Glenn P	 165 Cottage St #715	 $358,000
Gilles, Kettelyne	 Garcia, Gladys	 122 Spencer Ave	 $410,000
Solis, Pauline A	 Jasneski, Tracy H	 12 Springvale Ave	 $560,000

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time sell, prices are high, rates are low. 
List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488

among the Chelsea friends 
in attendance at the con-
cert. Nelson was a class-
mate and played the 
drums in one of Chick’s 
early bands as a youth. So 
too, was classmate Butch 
Bradley, who performed 
in the Williams School 
Glee Club with Chick un-
der the leadership of mu-
sic director Alvin Toltz. 

As the dean of city 
government and a close, 
personal friend of Chick 
Corea, Leo Robinson de-
veloped a strong bond 
with the legendary enter-
tainer. He recalled how 
appreciative Chick was 
when he informed him 
that the city was going to 
name a street in his honor. 

Robinson attended 
many of Chick perfor-
mance’s in front of sold-
out venues. “Going to the 
concerts with Minna, her 
husband, and friends was 
a lot of fun – we were 

Chick’s Chelsea group,” 
said Robinson. “Chick 
never forgot his Chelsea 
roots and we will always 
remember him not only 
for his tremendous musi-
cal talent but for being a 
tremendous person.”  

Karas Marino relat-
ed how she had one of 
Chick’s early music al-
bums and he wrote on it, 
“From First Grade to For-
ever” as a heartfelt mes-
sage symbolizing their 
grade school to Gram-
my-winning friendship.

“Chick was just a spe-
cial, special person, so 
gracious and an incredi-
ble musician,” said Karas 
Marino. “I remember 
he played the piano, the 
trumpet, and the drums 
when he was growing up 
in Chelsea. His father had 
his own band and he start-
ed Chickie on the piano 
when he was four years 
old. Everybody loved him 

in Chelsea. As sweet as 
he was to people through-
out his career, that’s how 
sweet he was in junior 
high and high school.”

Chick Corea’s incredi-
ble success story began in 
Chelsea and continued for 
a lifetime with admirers 
worldwide. Mr. Corea was 
nominated in 2020 for two 
Grammy Awards in the 
categories of Best Impro-
vised Jazz Solo and Best 
Improvised Instrumen-
tal Album. The Grammy 
Awards will be televised 
March 14 on CBS.

Karas Marino said she 
is saddened by the loss of 
her lifelong friend.

“He battled his illness 
so bravely. He died very 
peacefully with his wife 
and children and grand-
children at his side. I still 
can’t believe he’s gone 
– I miss my friend,” said 
Karas Marino.

“She worked two jobs, 
was a single mom and at-
tended meetings at night 
with me,” said Garcia, 
who described her mom 
as a “firecracker” at meet-
ings. “She brought me to 
meetings and fought hard 
and all along she was 
teaching me. Now, I am in 
a position to do the things 
she fought for and I have 
been inspired to contin-
ue her work to make sure 
students of Chelsea are 
treated with dignity and 
respect – advocating for a 
better education and guid-
ance counselors.”

Garcia said her moth-
er moved to Chelsea at a 
young age from Puerto 
Rico to attain a better life. 
She believed in educa-
tion, but Garcia said those 
at Chelsea High School 
didn’t believe in her moth-
er. In fact, they discour-
aged her from succeeding.

“When she was at Chel-
sea High her guidance 
counselor told her that she 
wasn’t going to go any-
where in life and it would 
be a surprise if she could 
graduate high school,” 
said Garcia. “That is the 
fire that fuels me now 
day in and day out, and 
it fueled her fire too. My 
mother did graduate high 
school, but didn’t go to 
college. She always felt if 
she had a different guid-
ance counselor, or if peo-
ple around her believed 
in her, things could have 
been different for her.”

And if she couldn’t get 
there herself, then Vega 
was going to fight to make 
sure her children did.

And that is how it 
played out in real life.

Garcia was the first in 
her family to go to college 
and graduate college, she 
said, and it was a culture 
shock going from Wash-
ington Avenue in Chelsea 
to the campus of Holy 
Cross.

“It definitely was a cul-
ture shock,” she said. “I 
was from a diverse com-
munity and we were used 
to living daily with the 

neighbors blasting Salsa 
music next door all day. 
I didn’t know that didn’t 
happen everywhere. How-
ever, to see my mom and 
dad’s dedication, it made 
me feel I deserved to be 
there and was capable.”

On the School Commit-
tee and in her classroom, 
that experience of coming 
from Chelsea and succeed-
ing in a foreign academic 
world is something she 
wants to bring to her stu-
dents and those that attend 
CPS. In fact, that could be 
the most important thing 
she does as a member of 
the Committee.

“I want all my students 
and all the students in this 
district to know anything 
is possible,” she said. 
“Just because you don’t 
look like the rest of the 
people in the classroom 
doesn’t mean you don’t 
belong in that classroom.”

Beyond that message, 
there is plenty of business 
to tackle in the coming 
year, including how to im-
prove remote schooling, 
how to keep students/fam-
ilies safe and how to even-
tually return to in-person 

schooling.
“Right now our priori-

ty goal is student safety,” 
she said. “Unfortunate-
ly, our cases in Chelsea 
are still a bit high and we 
have not decided whether 
or not to return to school. 
We’re keeping an eye on 
our rates. At the beginning 
of the pandemic, (Supt.) 
Almi and I decided not to 
open school. In other dis-
tricts, it’s this continuous 
back and forth or ‘Let’s 
Open,’ and then ‘Let’s 
Close.’ Our students de-
serve stability. Online 
isn’t perfect, but it gives 
stability.”

Some of her other fo-
cuses for the School Com-
mittee this year will be 
advocating for the Student 
Opportunity Act funding 
(which is coming poten-
tially for the first time this 
year), being vigilant about 
COVID-19 and what lies 
ahead, pushing the di-
versity/equity/inclusion 
agenda, and recruiting 
more paraprofessionals 
into the teacher pathway 
program.

Garcia, who was mar-
ried to a Chelsea Police 
officer late last year, was 
one of five children in a 
family where activism 
and community service is 
more an expectation than 
a choice (her aunt is Glad-
ys Vega of La Colaborati-
va and her cousin is City 
Councilor Melinda Vega 
Maldonado). She attend-
ed the Shurtleff School, 

the Hooks School, Clark 
Avenue Middle School 
and then Excel Academy 
Charter High School. Af-
ter that, she attended Holy 
Cross University and got 
her Master’s in Education 
from Boston University. 
She is a teacher as her pro-
fession and is now in her 
third term on the School 
Committee. Her father, 
Roberto Garcia, was an 

auto mechanic when she 
was growing up, but her 
mother was a activist.

Garcia said her moth-
er’s activism back in the 
day has certainly inspired 
her as a teacher and a 
Committee member. In 
fact, it was instilled in her, 
she said, and she really did 
listen to a lot of the things 
said at the meetings when 
she was young.

School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia participating in a 
remote School Committee meeting last month. She was 
elected by her colleagues for a second term as chair.
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Staff report

Home fires continue to 
keep Red Cross volun-
teers responding to disas-
ter across Massachusetts, 
including three fires in 
the past 48 hours that dis-
placed nearly 100 people. 

Fires in Boxborough, 
Mattapan, Revere and 
Lowell each displaced 
more than 30 people in 
multi-unit buildings. Red 

Cross volunteers are re-
sponding to these fires 
virtually; with contact in-
formation from local fire 
departments, they assist 
residents through phone 
calls and video conferenc-
ing to help them on the 
road to recovery after life 
altering home fires.

The need for volunteers 
is constant. Red Cross vol-
unteers help people recov-
er from disasters, assist at 

local blood drives, provide 
mental health counselling 
to people recovering from 
disasters, assist members of 
the military along with their 
families, and provide train-
ing to people learning first 
aid and basic life support. 

“Volunteers represent 
more than 90 percent of 
the Red Cross workforce 

and make our humanitari-
an mission possible,” said 
Ryan Avery, senior disas-
ter program manager for 
Massachusetts. “During 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
families continue to de-
pend on local Red Cross 
volunteers every day. 
This year please consid-
er volunteering with the 

Red Cross to support your 
neighbors in need and help 
us ensure no one faces 
life’s emergencies alone.”

Those interested in be-
coming a volunteer can 
visit  redcross.org/volun-
teer. There they can find 
local opportunities to help 
people in need right here 
in Massachusetts. A Red 

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Even those of us who 
love to cook and do a lot 
of it in normal times grow 
weary when we have to 
cook every day. Recently 
we enjoyed four different 
dishes from one cook-
ing session that created a 
mushroom, onion, leek, 
and beef ragoût.

First, you should know 
that the New Food Lov-
er’s Companion defines 
a ragoût as, “Ragoût [ra-
GOO] A derivative of 
the French verb ragoûter, 
meaning ‘to stimulate the 
appetite,’ ragoût is a thick, 
rich, well-seasoned stew 
of meat, poultry or fish 
and sometimes vegeta-
bles.” 

Many cooks today 
would call this simply a 
ragu using the Italian term 
for a rich meat sauce that 
has a bit of tomato added. 
In our case, there are far 
more fungi and vegetables 

than meat in our dish so 
the French term is more 
accurate. But, as cooking 
terms evolve, we give you 
permission to use whatev-
er term you like for a rich 
base mixture like this one 
– even if it contains no 
meat.

Mushrooms
 Delivered!

One of our favorite 
places to shop back when 
a friend would take us 
shopping was Russo’s in 
Watertown. Since most of 
their business was whole-
sale delivery of produce 
to restaurants and profes-
sional kitchens, they ex-
panded their retail opera-
tions to the public online.

They began by selling 
preset boxes of produce 
that you would order and 
drive up to pick up. Sort 
of like a CSA but with a 
bunch of different box-
es to choose from. While 

they still do that, they add-
ed home delivery for those 
city dwellers without cars. 
We quickly placed an or-
der. That order included 
a very nice selection of 
mushrooms.

Mushroom, Onion, 
Leek, and Beef Ragoût

We had beef in the 
freezer that was ready 
for rotation to use it at its 
best. Penny sautéd onions, 
leeks, and garlic and set 
them aside. She cleaned 
and sliced or tore the 
mushrooms into bite-size 
pieces. She cooked the 
fungi in batches until they 
were browned and had re-
leased most of their liquid, 
then browned the cubed 
beef (also in batches.) She 
seasoned the dish with

Worcestershire sauce, 
sherry vinegar, salt, pep-
per, thyme, rosemary, and 
parsley and let it braise 
until its liquid had reduced 

to a nice gravy.
While this was a ma-

jor cooking session, it ul-
timately produced three 
meals and one appetizer. 
Best of all, while the dish 
had a rich flavor and beef, 
most of the meal featured 
healthier foods.

Four Dishes
The first night we had 

the ragoût with cauli-
flower and broccoli. The 
next afternoon, we were 
looking for something to 
have with a glass of wine. 
Penny pureed some of the 
mixture in the food pro-
cessor and we had a mush-
room/beef paté on toast. 

For another dinner, she 
cooked up noodles, added 
some crème fraîche and 
we had a sort of mush-
room beef Stroganoff. Fi-
nally, she put the ragoût in 
a pie dish, topped it with 
mashed potatoes and we 
had a cottage pie. 

More Food Delivery 
Options

In addition to Russo’s, 
we have a list of oth-
er vendors who are of-
fering home delivery of 
high-quality food. Friends 
have recommended New 
England Quality Food 
Mart and Baldor. Both 
were suppliers to restau-
rants that now deliver to 
homes. Stillman’s from 
the Farmers markets is 

now doing drop-offs at 
various winter farmers 
market locations and some 
home delivery. Red’s Best 
Seafood offers both online 
ordering and some pick-
up locations. If you’re not 
finding what you crave at 
supermarkets, give one of 
these options a try.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

FRESH & LOCAL

Variations on Ragoût theme

Perhaps the most unusual of the four dishes we made 
from the ragoût was this mushroom and beef paté that we 
enjoyed on toast with a glass of wine. 

Staff report

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transporta-
tion (MassDOT) has an-
nounced that construction 
and sign replacement op-
erations to convert former 
sequential exit numbers to 
new milepost-based num-
bers is continuing across 
the Commonwealth. 

The renumbering oper-
ations, which are required 
per a Federal Highway 
Administration mandate, 
began in the fall 2020 and 
are anticipated to be com-
pleted by summer 2021.

The Federal Highway 
Administration’s 2009 
Manual on Uniform Traf-
fic Control Devices man-

dated that all states es-
tablish a mile-based exit 
numbering system.  The 
conversion to a mile-
based exit numbering sys-
tem is being implemented 
on a route-by-route basis, 
and started in Western 
Massachusetts and mov-
ing eastward. For individ-
ual routes, exit number-
ing conversion has taken 
place from east to west or 
north to south.

Exit renumbering con-
version operations  have 
been completed  on Inter-
state 90, and some north-
east and southeast corri-
dors as follows:

•Interstate 90  between 
Boston and West Stock-
bridge. 

•Interstate 295    be-

tween North Attleboro and 
Attleboro. 

•State Route 24  be-
tween Randolph and Fall 
River. 

•Route 140  between 
Taunton and New Bed-
ford. 

•Interstate 195 between 
Wareham and Seekonk.

•State Route 25  be-
tween Wareham and 
Bourne. 

•State Route 3 between 
Braintree and Bourne. 

•US Route 6  between 
Orleans and Bourne. 

•US Route 3  between 
Tyngsborough and Burl-
ington. 

The anticipated start 
dates and locations for 
statewide renumbering on 
the remaining corridors 

are as follows:
•State Route 128  re-

numbering operations be-
gan on Wednesday, Feb. 
10, and take place from 
Gloucester to Peabody. 

•Interstate 95  renum-
bering operations will be-
gin on Sunday, Feb. 21.  
The work will be broken 
up into the four segments 
that follow: between the 
New Hampshire border 
and Route 120; Between 
the Route 1 Interchange 
and Route 20; Between 
the I-90 Interchange and 
Westwood/Canton; Be-
tween Neponset Street and 
the Rhode Island border.

•Interstate 84  renum-
bering operations will 
begin on Sunday, Feb. 
28, and will take place 

from the I-90 interchange 
in Sturbridge to the Con-
necticut border. 

•Interstate 93  renum-
bering operations will be-
gin after the I-95 corridor 
is completed, and based 
on their locations along 
the existing mile markers, 
existing exits 1 (Canton) 
through exit 12 (Boston/
Neponset) will not be re-
numbered. Exit renumber-
ing will begin at existing 
exit 13 (Boston/Dorches-
ter) and continue to exist-
ing exit 48 (Methuen).

Construction start dates 
and locations on the fol-
lowing remaining corri-
dors will be announced as 
they are finalized: State 
Route 146, Interstate 190, 
State Route 2, Interstate 

495, Interstate 395 and In-
terstate 295.

During a transition pe-
riod for motorists, “Old 
Exit” signs are being in-
stalled at each converted 
exit for a minimum of two 
years.

Work typically is com-
pleted during the over-
night off-peak hours, with 
minimal impacts to traffic.  
In addition, the contrac-
tors conducting the sign 
replacement operations 
are required to complete 
the full interchange before 
moving along to the next 
exit.

All work is weather de-
pendent and construction 
dates may be adjusted ac-
cordingly.

Exit renumbering operations completed on nine statewide corridors

As disasters continue during pandemic, Red Cross needs volunteers

the City Manager for the 
final hiring decisions.

Councilor Damali Vi-
dot, who is on the Com-
mittee, said she was ex-
cited about the pool of 
applicants.

“We have some amaz-
ing candidates and we’ve 
narrowed it down now 
to a couple of folks,” she 
announced at the Feb. 8 
Council meeting.

A decision is expected 
in March.

•MORE MARIJUA-
NA LICENSES

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda has proposed 
to increase the number of 
marijuana licenses from 
four to six in the City. 
While there was trepida-
tion at first for the new 
industry, Chelsea has em-
braced it and already has 
one recreational marijua-
na store operating since 
November. Others are 
expected and Avellaneda 
said he hopes they can ex-
plore capping the number 
at six and not four.

“In light of some of the 
delays because of marijua-
na expansion, I feel this 
warranted consideration,” 
said Avellaneda.

However, Councilor 
Calvin Brown warned 
caution on the matter, and 
said an increase in licenses 
for marijuana outlets was 
not what voters approved 
some years ago on the bal-

lot.
“When the voters went 

to the ballot in 2016, it 
passed in Chelsea,” he 
said. “There were certain 
expectations of what that 
meant. Now, to do this 
is something we need to 
pay attention to because it 
goes beyond the intent of 
the law when we voted on 
it…We need to slow down 
on this.”

Councilor Damali Vi-
dot disagreed and said the 
marijuana question passed 
easily in Chelsea, perhaps 
as much as 10 percent, and 
she said there is an appe-
tite for local people to try 
to get into the industry. To 
do so, they need more li-
censes.

“For Black and brown 
and immigrant commu-
nities this is a chance to 
build equity and afflu-
ence,” she said. “This is 
an opportunity to level the 
playing field. I don’t think 
we’re necessarily moving 
too fast.”

Councilor Todd Taylor 
said one thing to consider 
is those that invested in the 
City and already opened, 
thinking that there would 
only be four competitors. 
With more competitors, 
he said, that makes their 
license potentially less 
valuable.

“The concern I have is 
adding additional licens-
es and whether it might 

affect people who have 
already invested in a li-
cense and a business that’s 
open,” he said.

The matter will be 
brought up again at a fu-
ture meeting.
•TAX ON ROAD SALT

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda also proposed 
at the Feb. 8 meeting a tax 
on road salt coming out of 
the Eastern Salt complex 
on Marginal Street.

He proposed a Home 
Rule Petition that would 
allow Chelsea to charge 
something like 1 percent 
or less on the sale or trans-
fer of a quantity of road 
salt. It would be levied 
on any company with salt 
storage in Chelsea.

It was moved to a Sub-
committee on Conference.

•STOP WASTING 
FOOD

Councilor Giovanni Re-
cupero was quite bothered 
during the meeting Feb. 8 
about many people he sees 
taking food from the local 
food pantry relief efforts, 
and then throwing most of 
it away.

He encouraged those 
that don’t need the relief 
food not to take it if they 
only plan to waste it. He 
said the problem is much 
larger than many would 
expect, particularly in his 
district.

“Please, if you get food, 
don’t throw it away,” he 

said. “I’ve been seeing 
food boxes that people get 
thrown in garbage cans. 
I’m in favor of giving out 
food to those that need it. 
I’m not in favor of wasting 
it. Give it to someone that 
needs it.”
•IN THE CHAMBER?

Councilor Leo Robin-
son said he was only try-
ing to ask a simple ques-
tion of those that have 
been helped by the City’s 
Business Relief Fund, but 
apparently it’s a question 
others don’t support.

At the Feb. 8 meet-
ing, Robinson asked that 
the City gather respons-
es about Chamber of 
Commerce membership 
amongst those that have 
taken assistance from the 
City’s business fund. He 
said he simply wanted to 
know if they were mem-
bers, or if they had joined 
since getting the City help.

Both Councilor Damali 
Vidot and Council Pres-
ident Roy Avellaneda 
objected, and said the 
Council and City had no 
authority to promote the 
Chamber of Commerce.

“I don’t see anything 
wrong with them asking if 
it’s only for informational 
purposes,” said Councilor 
Todd Taylor.

“I think it’s a very sim-
ple question to ask,” said 
Robinson.

The matter was voted 
down 7-3.

Diversity / Continued from page 1

Cross volunteer recruit-
er will speak with people 
over the phone to find 
something not only inter-
esting but fulfilling.
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Amy Meisner was diagnosed with MS in 1997. For someone 

who has always danced, MS would seem like the end. But 

for Amy, it means the star t of a new chapter. She’ll never 

leave the f loor, still dances from her wheelchair, and is a 

great choreographer. Embracing Amy’s undying passion, the 

National MS Society teamed up with LaTonya Swann to create 

an entirely new and inspired dance experience through 

vir tual reality. See their experience and f ind out how you can 

share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org .

Together We Are Stronger.

EXIT
STAGE
NEVER.

School Updates

Extracurricular activities & athletics

Learners, Gifted & Talented services
Special Education, English Language

APPLY ONLINE at www.pioneercss.org

PIONEER CHARTER
SCHOOLS OF SCIENCE

Tuition Free Public Charter Schools

OPEN HOUSE
Call the office to sign-up for school tours

Accepting applications for 2021-2022 ǀ Open to ALL Massachusetts Residents 

2019 Awards & Recognitions
DESE School of Recognition

18th Place on US News Best MA High Schools
3rd & 4th Places on 

Niche Best Charter High Schools in MA
GreatSchools College Success Award 

PCSS I - Everett

Rigorous academic program

Math and Science focus

College prep curriculum

Extended learning time
Low student to teacher ratio
Free tutoring opportunities
Free & reduced lunch program

Phone: (617) 389-7277 
Fax: (617) 389-7278
PCSS II - Saugus
Phone: (781) 666-3907 
Fax: (781) 666-3910

pineers

CAMS nurse Cathy Byrne RN and School Health Manager Denise Ferrari DiResta showing 
the Chelsea School Nurses’ support of their students by being in the buildings every day 
and being available to them during the pandemic as well as all year. Thank your school 
nurses when you see them. Show them you appreciate them with just a smile or a kind 
word.

DISTRICT UPDATES 
•Chelsea Public Schools 
will be hosting Communi-
ty Budget Conversations 
with the Chelsea Commu-
nity and our Faculty and 
staff.   To attend, please 
email  budget@chelsea-
schools.com to sign up for 
the event and receive the 
Zoom information. 

*Teachers and Staff (K-
8): Feb. 22 – 5 p.m.

*Teachers and Staff (9-
12): Feb. 23 – 5 p.m.

•During last week’s 
Special Education Parent 
Advisory Council (SE-
PAC) meeting,   we dis-
cussed the importance of 
self-care.  

EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER UPDATES
•Mrs. Canniff and Miss 

Sofia had fun with their 
class making  Valentine 
crafts and having a virtual 
scavenger hunt.

BERKOITZ  SCHOOL 
UPDATES

•Ms. Cabigting’s class  
at  the Berkowitz School, 
earned enough points and 
had a popcorn party for 
Friendship Day. They also 
all received  their very 
own Berky the Bear. They 
will be using the Berky 
the Bear as their Talking 
Piece when they do Cir-
cles. Have a great Winter 
Break.

HOOK SCHOOL 
UPDATES 

•Mrs. Hawthornes’ fourth 
grade students have been 
engaging in some really 
tremendous discussion 

about the individuals who 
have been chosen for dif-
ferent pieces of American 
currency and whether or 

not they belong there. For 
our persuasive writing 
unit, students elected 

to write about whether 
or not Andrew Jackson 
should be replaced by 
Harriet Tubman on the 
$20 bill using multiple 
articles to back up their 
arguments. I included 

some work samples from 
305 students. We’ve 

been speaking a great 
deal about Black History 
Month and this was the 

first opportunity students 
really had to argue their 
own ideas in relation to 
the conversations we’ve 

had.
They are continuing 

this work over vacation 
by looking for other mem-
bers of American histo-
ry featured on American 

currency and determining 
whether or not they rep-
resent our country well, 
and if not, making an ar-
gument for a replacement 
(this assignment is option-
al but many students seem 
excited about it). I am 
encouraging them to re-
search prominent figures 
from American history 
who “made our country 
better for all individuals, 
not just some.”

KELLY SCHOOL 
UPDATES

•Last Friday, the Kel-
ly School celebrated and 
honored Black and Af-
ro-Latino authors at our 
first annual Read-In.  We 
welcomed guest readers 
from other schools, Cen-
tral Office, School Com-
mittee, Chelsea Kiwanis 
Club, the community, 
friends, and family mem-
bers.

SOKOLOWSKI 
SCHOOL UPDATES
•The first graders in 

Mrs. Doucette’s class have 
been learning and practic-
ing how to show kindness 
towards themselves and 
others. With Valentine’s 
Day right around the cor-
ner, they decided to show 
love and kindness  to the 
children at St. Jude’s Hos-
pital. They sent a virtual 
Valentine with a special 
message, which the stu-
dents collectively  creat-
ed, to a child who could 
use some extra love on 
Valentine’s  Day. This is 
something anyone can do. 
Here is the link in case 
you are interested in mak-
ing a child smile  and fill 
their hearts with joy this 
Valentine’s Day:  https://
www.stjude.org/get-in-
volved/other-ways/valen-
tines-day.html.

•This week, Grade 4 
students at the Sokolows-
ki School honored Black 
History Month by learn-
ing about Lewis Latim-
er.  He was an African 
American inventor born 
right here in Chelsea. He 
improved the filament in 
Thomas Edison’s light 
bulb, and brought electric 
lighting to the world.

MORRIS H. SEIGAL 
CLARK AVE. UPDATES

The 7th grade Hybrid 
team at CAMS put to-
gether a thoughtful and 
wonderful celebration of 
the incredible work our 
students were  able to ac-
complish quarter  2.  The 

teachers left the chat open 
and students shared their 
excitement and congratu-
lated the winners during 
the award ceremony. 
There were about 120 stu-
dents who participated in 
7th grade Hybrid awards.  
Among the attendees  we 
also had Ms. Mace-Diaz, 
the assistant principal for 
the 7th grade.   Students 
were particularly excited 
to see CAM the Cougar, 
who made a special star 
appearance for the award 
ceremony.

WRIGHT SCIENCE 
& TECH. ACADEMY 

UPDATES
•Students in 7th grade 

ELA at the WSTA took 
time on their Indepen-
dent Reading Fridays to 
create “What Represents 
Me” JamBoards. Students 
share one thing they are 
proud of this year, a book 
that represents them, and a 
song/meme/show that rep-
resents them. Finally the 
classes spread positivity 
by leaving positive mes-
sages for other students on 
their JamBoards.

Foundation Trust helps local families
Chelsea Community 

Connections (CCC) is 
pleased to announce the 
award of a $5,000 grant 
from Foundation Trust 
(FT) in support of the 
basic needs of undocu-
mented families. The un-
documented immigrants 
in Chelsea face additional 
barriers to accessing any 
form of government as-
sistance, this award will 
have a tremendous impact 
on Chelsea’s immigrant 
community. Families 
will receive a gift card to 
purchase food, diapers, 
masks, clothing, cleaning 
supplies, or other basic 
necessities.

Foundation Trust Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. Jo-
seph Spinazzola shares 
that “a century ago, my 
great-grandparents immi-
grated from Italy to Chel-
sea with their young chil-
dren in tow. They arrived 
in this country with no 

documentation, just a de-
termination to work hard 
and forge a better life for 
their family. Today, it is 
my honor and privilege to 
support Chelsea Commu-
nity Connections and the 
Family Nurturing Center 
in their vital work to en-
sure that new families ar-
riving to the great city of 
Chelsea feel welcomed 
and get off to a bright 
start.”

“Thanks to Foundation 
Trust, Chelsea Commu-
nity Connections will be 
able to continue to help 
families in Chelsea meet 
their needs during this dif-
ficult time,” says Program 
Director Cara Cogliano. 
“It’s particularly exciting 
to be able to offer this ad-
ditional support to undoc-
umented families, who 
want to provide for their 
families and be self-suffi-
cient. We are a small op-
eration in the city helping 

one family at a time ac-
cess what they need most. 
And our resources to help 
others relies on people 
like the Foundation Trust 
to think about small grass-
roots programs.”

CCC is a neighborhood 
based, resident driven co-
alition. Built upon the ex-
isting strengths of families 
and the community, CCC 
facilitates partnerships 
with supportive resourc-
es and services for the 
purposes of strengthen-
ing families, eliminating 
child abuse and neglect, 
and building a healthier 
community. CCC is an 
initiative of the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts Executive Office of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Department of Chil-
dren and Families.  Learn 
more at www.ChelseaC-
CC.org.  We are fiscally 
managed by The Family 
Nurturing Center.

Public meeting planned on MBTA service changes
The MBTA Service 

Planning team will pro-
vide information about 
temporary schedule 
changes that go into ef-
fect in March and April 
of 2021 at  a virtual pub-
lic meeting beginning at 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 17. A  second vir-
tual public meeting  will 
also be held at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 24.

There are few, if any, 
changes that are slated 
for routes in Everett and 
Chelsea as they are, and 
have been, some of the 
most heavily-used routes 
throughout the pandemic.

As part of the presenta-
tion, the service planning 
team will cover the fol-

lowing:
•Why route changes are 

necessary.
•The service planning 

process.
•Specifics of the ser-

vice changes and impact-
ed routes.

•Other key elements on 
MBTA’s response to the 
pandemic.

During the meeting, at-
tendees will have the op-
portunity to ask questions 
and provide input on fu-
ture service changes.

The meeting will be 
held via a Zoom webinar. 
Members of the public 
may register  here. After 
registering, a confirma-
tion email will be sent 
that contains information 

about joining the webinar.
These meetings are ac-

cessible to people with 
disabilities and those with 
limited English proficien-
cy. Accessibility accom-
modations and language 
services will be provid-
ed free of charge, upon 
request, as available. 
Such services include 
documents in alternate 
formats, translated mate-
rials, assistive listening 
devices, and interpreters 
(including American Sign 
Language).

For more information 
or to request a reasonable 
accommodation and/or 
language services, please 
email  publicengage-
ment@mbta.com.
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said developing the City 
can also mean improving 
the environment.

He highlighted the new 
kayak ramp at RiverGreen, 
the restoration of North/
South Creek, and the 
expansion of the Northern 
Strand Community Path. 
He highlighted 20 new 
BlueBike Stations, and 
the advancement of the 
Mystic River Pedestrian 
Bridge that would 
unlock an uninterrupted 
path from Nahant to 
downtown Boston and 
Cambridge. At the same 
time, he highlighted the 
continued progress on 
public transportation, 
including the new Silver 
Line expansion study that 
kicked off this week.

He said strong public 
transit is a must to grow 
the city.

“Mobility remains 
the key to sustained 
economic development 
and enhanced quality of 
life for our residents,” he 
said.

Finally, he said that 
2021 will be about – 
more than anything – 
making sure the vaccine 
for COVID-19 arrives in 
Everett and is distributed 
to anyone that wants it.

“I am proud that the 
vaccine has arrived in 
Everett and that our first 
responders have been 
vaccinated,” he said. 
“Over the next year, I 
will work to ensure that 
our entire community 
has the opportunity to be 
vaccinated.”

Winding down his 
Address, he referred 
to some silver linings 

that have come out of 
COVID-19. For his 
family, that has meant 
being under the same roof 
again and spending more 
quality time together. 
For the mayor’s family, 
he said that has meant 
gathering nightly around 
the dining room table to 
play the Uno card game.

Now, however, he said 
it’s time to move into 2021 
and continue the progress 
that the City left off with 
in March 2020 when all 
things normal came to a 
halt.

“It’s now time to focus 
on 2021,” he said. “We will 
continue to make strides 
towards bettering our 
community in all aspects 
– with transportation, 
capital improvements, 
and our infrastructure. 
The pandemic required 
the City to shift gears and 
adapt to a global crisis 
however, we are ready 
to pick up where we left 
off and continue to move 
Everett forward.”

The full online State 
of the City Address is 
available on the City’s 
Facebook page and on its 
website.

DeARAUJO 
APPOINTED TO 
BOSTON SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE

EAST BOSTON - 
Mayor Martin Walsh 
recently appointed East 
Boston resident and East 
Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center Vice 
President of Regulatory 
Affairs and General 
Counsel Ernani DeAraujo 

to the Boston School 
Committee

“I am pleased to 
welcome Ernani DeAraujo 
to this pivotal role on the 
Boston School Committee 
at a time when our work 
on behalf of the students 
of Boston has never been 
more important,” said 
Walsh. “Ernani has strong 
roots in his community, 
and over the course of his 
career he has worked with 
an intentional focus on 
bringing equity and access 
to diverse Bostonians. He 
joins a group of leaders 
on the Boston School 
Committee committed to 
best serving the students 
of the Boston Public 
Schools.” 

The seven-member 
Boston School Committee 
is responsible for defining 
the vision, mission, and 
goals of the Boston Public 
Schools; establishing and 
monitoring the annual 
operating budget; hiring, 
managing, and evaluating 
the Superintendent; and 
setting and reviewing 
district policies and 
practices to support 
student achievement.

“I’m excited,” said 
DeAraujo, who lives in 
Eastie with his wife and 
two children. “I’ve been 
thinking about this for a 
while and then I saw the 
opportunity open up and 
I applied. It is a pretty 
extensive application 
process. Then you go 
through an interview 
process with different 
educators, administrators, 
and community people. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

See REGION Page 9

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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See CELL Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-

Your Service is needed by our Thousands of readers
Starting September through November

Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

Call (781) 485-0588 or email your advertising rep to get started

ACTUAL SIZE

GET 12 WEEKS OF 
EYES ON YOUR AD

CHOOSE FROM SIX 
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 
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Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3
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T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER
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EAST BOSTON YOUTHS KILLED IN CRASHDeMARIA 
DELIVERS STATE 
OF THE CITY 
ADDRESS

EVERETT - One 
year ago, the Council 
Chambers were packed 
to an overflow level to 
welcome in the new City 
Council and hear Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria give his 
annual State of the City 
Address.

It seems like a time and 
place from another world 
– a world without masks, 
distancing requirements 
or fear of sickness, job 
loss and hunger.

It was, though, just one 
short year ago, and on 
Thursday, Feb. 4, Mayor 
DeMaria hearkened back 
to those fine days as he 
delivered an online State 
of the City that detailed 
what was done to help 
COVID-19 in 2020 and 
looking forward to what 
2021 could bring.

“There were over 200 
people gathered in the 
Chambers - hugging, 
smiling, laughing,” he 
said. “We celebrated and 
I had the privilege of 
informing our residents 
about the City’s bold and 
innovative plans for 2020. 
Little did we know, two 
months later, that our 
City, our State, and our 
Country would be facing 
challenges unlike any 
others in our lifetime. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
was unexpected, and 
unwelcomed.”

In an online address 
that lasted 33 minutes, 
the mayor first detailed 
all that had been done 
by the City and by the 
community to help out 
with COVID-19 and the 
effects that followed the 
sickness – such as job 
loss, food insecurity and 
housing insecurity.

“The people of Everett 
have displayed their 
strength and resiliency,” 
he said. “On behalf of 
Stacy and myself, from the 
bottom of our hearts, we 
would like to personally 
thank each and every one 
of you for every sacrifice 
you have made for the 
betterment of our City. 
I have never been more 
proud to be your Mayor.”

That was followed 
with a moment of silence 
for the 67 lives that 
were officially lost to 
COVID-19 in the City of 
Everett.

He highlighted the 
decision to close schools 
on March 12, long before 
any other community. 
He lifted up the first 
responders, such as the 

police, fire, EMS and 9-1-1 
dispatchers. He also noted 
medical workers, front-
line workers, educators 
and volunteers that staffed 
the food pantries such as 
the Connolly Center and 
Grace Food Pantry.

Providing food and 
services was also a 
major part of 2020, and 
the mayor said the City 
and local organizations 
distributed more than 1.2 
million pounds of food in 
2020. As well, those that 
were homebound received 
approximately 120,000 
meals delivered to their 
doors.

Then, after talking 
about all the ways that 
Zoom filled in the gaps 
for regular, in-person 
meetings, he said it was 
time to move forward in 
2021.

“Needless to say – most 
of us are ready to ZOOM 
into 2021,” he said.

The first and longest part 
of his platform for 2021 
revolved around equity 
and the new Diversity and 
Equity Advisory Board – 
which has been in place 
since the mayor declared 
racism a public health 
crisis last summer.

Right now, he said the 
Board is in the process 
of reviewing the Everett 
Police Department’s 
use-of-force policy – 
and listening candidly 
and confidentially to the 
experiences of people 
of color with the Everett 
Police.

“Once they share 
their findings and 
recommendations with 
the Administration, I 
promise to work diligently 
to address any issue that 
that will help our residents 
feel safe and included,” he 
said.

He added that members 
of his Administration have 
been meeting every other 
week with the Everett Safe 
and Welcoming Coalition, 
and the City has also 
expanded its language 
access at City Hall with a 
contracted interpretation 
service called Lionbridge 
– which is also being 
used in the Everett Public 
Schools.

“As Mayor, I will 
continue to embrace the 
diversity that exists in our 
great community,” he said. 
“There is no tolerance for 
racism in our City, and 
you have my word that 
my Administration will 
constantly strive toward 
ensuring equity and 
equality for people of all 
backgrounds, heritages, 
sexual orientations, 
genders, creeds and 

economic statuses. Our 
City must be one in 
which every resident is 
able to peacefully share 
and exchange ideas, one 
where we can respect and 
celebrate our differences, 
and one where we are 
united in making sure that 
Everett is a place that we 
are all proud to call our 
home.”

Finance was also a big 
subject in the address, and 
while many municipalities 
suffered financially during 
the pandemic, the mayor 
said Everett has done well. 
New construction projects 
continue to roll in, and 
revenues aren’t down as 
much as many feared. He 
said Everett continues to 
be a community that many 
in the region and nation 
look to for innovative 
ideas.

He touched on the 
affordable housing 
project now emerging at 
the former St. Therese’s 
Church site on upper 
Broadway. 

He said one of the 
things that will need to 
be considered moving 
forward is looking at 
familiar places differently 
than in the past – such as 
the Commercial Triangle 
and other areas that are 
attractive to developers 
right now but historically 
have been considered 
inferior properties by 
residents.

“Moving forward in 
Everett means looking 
differently at areas of 
the City and having the 
ability to see the places 
we all know in a new 
way - in a different way,” 
he said. “We have made 
significant progress 
in the revitalization 
of the Commercial 
Triangle Area, the area 
encompassing Revere 
Beach Parkway and 
Second Street in Everett.”

That led to the unveiling 
of a new initiative to 
increase the footprint of 
the Urban Renewal Plan 
in Everett. He said the 
current plan will add the 
Lower Broadway Master 
Plan, the Commercial 
Triangle, the GE Parcel 
and Everett Stadium. That 
was a new and interesting 
initiative.

“We have big goals, 
aggressive goals, but 
I’m confident they can 
be accomplished,” he 
said – calling on the City 
Council to work together 
with him to move forward 
in 2021 on such things.

Development talk 
quickly morphed into 
amenities and protecting 
the environment, and he 

Friends and family held a candlelight vigil for East Boston High School graduates Isaiah 
Ortiz and Alexander Cabrera on Saturday. The two former EBHS students died last Tues-
day following a car crash on Chelsea Street.
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Citizens Nominating 
Panel) recommend a slate 
of candidates to the mayor. 
At that point it’s the mayor 
that chooses who he really 
wants on the committee 
and so it worked out.”

Historically, DeAraujo 
will become only the third 
Eastie resident to serve 
on the school committee 
behind former School 
Committee President John 
Nucci and Pixie Palladino. 
However, DeAraujo will 
become the first appointed 
member from Eastie since 
the committee switched 
from being an elected 
body to an appointed one. 

“I believe I’m the 
first millennial school 
committee member,” he 
said. “I have comfort 
with remote and virtual 
technology and I hope I 
can bring some of that 
knowledge to the table.”

DeAraujo is a lifelong 
resident of Eastie where 
he is very involved in the 
community through his 
work at the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health 
Center, and as a former 
neighborhood liaison 
for Eastie during the late 
Mayor Thomas Menino 
Administration. He is the 
former President of NOAH 
Community Development 
Corporation, where 
he oversaw the East 
Boston-based community 
development corporation 
and worked to create 
affordable housing and 
community building, 
especially through 
youth development and 
environmental justice. He 
co-founded a program 
for East Boston High 
School, named the Mario 
Umana Public Service 
Fellowship that works 
to connect students with 
internship opportunities in 
government and summer 
programs and helps 
students apply to college. 

“In my interviews, I 
talked a lot about East 
Boston and everything 
that is going on here 
with our mix of different 
populations,” said 
DeAraujo. “There is also 
a kind of the baby boom 
we are experiencing in 
Eastie that other parts of 
the city hasn’t seen. So I 
think a lot of our needs are 
different from other parts 
of the city so I definitely 
want to highlight that and 
then work together with 
the Superintendent and 
her team to listen and 
hear what the needs are 
across the district but in 
particular, East Boston. 
The first thing I’m going 
to do is meet with all East 
Boston school heads. I 
want to listen. I’m going 
to plug into the parent 
groups, welcoming folks 
to reach out and hope to 
speak with community 
groups or any one that 
cares about the system 
and can help. I really want 
to listen and do whatever 
I can to improve schools.”

DeAraujo’s experience 
at EBNHC, which opened 
up a full service satellite 
clinic at East Boston 
High several years ago, 
has given him insight to 
the connection between 
health and academic 
performance. 

“When you focus on 
closing any achievement 
gap you focus on bringing 
resources to where they 
are needed and that is 
what EBNHC did at 
the High School,” said 
DeAraujo. “If you have 
kids that are struggling 
with depressive disorders, 
anxiety disorders, 
uncontrolled asthma it’s 
going to be really hard 
for them to learn. So that 
condition feeds into that 
cycle of absenteeism, poor 
performance and other 
academic struggles. I want 

BPS to do more of that 
through the Boston Public 
Health Commission and 
really address those issues 
and get more resources 
like the Health Center did 
at East Boston High.”

DeAraujo attended 
Boston Public Schools, 
including Bradley 
Elementary, Umana 
Academy, and Boston 
Latin School (BLS), and 
went on to receive a B.A. 
from Harvard College and 
a J.D. from Washington 
and Lee University School 
of Law in Lexington, VA. 
In addition, DeAraujo 
is a Trustee of the BLS 
Association, Board 
Secretary for the Center 
for Community Health 
Education Research and 
Service, Inc., and is Vice 
Chairman of the John 
William Ward Fellowship, 
where he helps coordinate 
public service programs 
for BLS students. 

“I’m grateful to Mayor 
Walsh for entrusting me 
with this opportunity to 
give back to the Boston 
Public Schools that have 
so positively impacted 
my life,” said DeAraujo. 
“From the Bradley 
Elementary School in 
East Boston to the Boston 
Latin School, BPS gave 
me a foundation of 
academic, social, and 
emotional strength for 
adulthood. I want to add 
my efforts on the School 
Committee to ensure that 
all BPS students have 
the opportunities I did. I 
look forward to working 
with the Committee, 
Superintendent Cassellius, 
and the dedicated staff 
of BPS to bring kids 
and staff back to school 
safely through this 
pandemic and continue 
the course of rebuilding 
and reimagining BPS 
to spread excellence 
across all of our kids and 
families.”

Alexandra Oliver-
Dávila, chairperson 
of the Boston School 
Committee, said on 
behalf of the Boston 
School Committee, she 
was pleased to welcome 
DeAraujo as its newest 
colleague. 

  “He has strong 
connections in 
the community, a 
demonstrated passion for 
helping students succeed, 
and great experience as a 
graduate of our schools,” 
she said. “I look forward 
to working alongside him 
in service to the students, 
families, and educators 
of the Boston Public 
Schools and commend 
Mayor Walsh for this 
appointment and his 
ongoing commitment to 
ensure the Boston School 
Committee represents the 
diversity of our schools 
and our city.” 

The members of 
the school committee 
are Boston residents 
appointed by the Mayor 
of Boston to serve four-
year staggered terms. 
Mayor Walsh made these 
appointments based 
on a list of candidates 
recommended by a 
committee of parents, 
teachers, principals, and 
representatives of business 
and higher education. 
Under the legislation that 
established the appointed 
School Committee, “the 
Mayor shall strive to 
appoint individuals who 
reflect the racial, ethnic, 
and socioeconomic 
diversity of the city.”

GLCC PRESENTS 
ANNUAL AWARDS

LYNN - The Greater 
Lynn Chamber of 
Commerce hosted its 
Annual Meeting and 
Business Excellence 

Awards Night Feb. 3 in a 
virtual event. 

Executive Colin Codner 
said that more than 300 
people have viewed 
the award presentation 
ceremony and dinner that 
is usually held at Spinelli’s, 
Lynnfield, with many 
Chamber members and 
guests in attendance.

One of the highlights 
of the dinner has always 
been the superb musical 
entertainment provided 
by Seth Albaum, who 
tailors a specific song for 
each award recipient as 
the winner approaches the 
podium.

Suzanne Iovanna of 
Pride Motor Group and 
Bonnie Galinski of Salem 
State University are new 
members of the GLCC 
Board of Directors. Joe 
Scianatico of the Salem 
Five Bank, a premier 
sponsor of the awards night, 
is the Chairperson of the 
GLCC Board of Directors.

Following are the 2021 
GLCC Business Excellence 
Award recipients:

Buddy Fennell Hall of 
Fame Awards

Bibby Real Estate Corp.
Greater Lynn Senior 

Services
The Lazy Dog Sports 

Bar

Community Pride 
Award

Nicole McClain, founder 
of North Shore Juneteenth 
Celebration

David J. Solimine Sr. 
Community Service and 

Support Awards
Atlantic Ambulance 

Service
The Salvation Army 

Community Corps 
Community Center

George Markos of 
Brothers Deli, Lynn

Richard Sullivan of R.F. 
O’Sullivan’s

2021 Chairman’s 
Award

Awarded to all GLCC 
members for your hard 
work and tenacity through 
an extremely difficult year.

ZONING BOARD 
TRACKING 
SYSTEM SENT TO 
COMMITTEE

REVERE - The City 
Council has referred 
Ward 6 Councilor Richard 
Serino’s motion about 
starting a Zoning Board 
of Appeals tracking 
system on the city’s 
website to the Economic 
Development and Zoning 
Subcommittee.

Serino said that the 
“ZBA Tracker” would 
allow residents to 
quickly access and gather 
information about ongoing 
projects that are before the 
Board of Appeals.”

Serino said the City 
of Boston has launched 
the tracker system 
successfully “and I think 
the City of Revere would 
be well served by a similar 
tool.”

He said through the 
system residents would be 
notified in advance that a 
project or zoning change 
was being planned for 
their neighborhood.

Lor Holmes, a Ward 2 
resident, expressed her 
support for Serino’s plan. 
Holmes said the ZBA 
tracking system would 
make the entire process 
“more transparent.”

“I look forward to 
learning more about it and 
this motion looks to me as 
a signal in that direction 
that the Council as well 
wants to learn more 
about how we can learn 
from best practices of 
other communities,” said 
Holmes. “I look forward 
to being a part of the 
process.”

Serino said he was 
encouraged by the 

favorable reception for his 
“ZBA Tracker” proposal 
and that he is looking 
forward to the discussion 
at the next subcommittee 
meeting.

 “Although all ZBA 
agendas and hearings 
are properly noticed and 
advertised in Revere, 
oftentimes, residents don’t 
realize something has 
received ZBA approval 
until after reading it in the 
newspaper after the matter 
has been taken up.    A 
tool like this would allow 
residents to periodically 
check in on projects that 
are before the ZBA in 
their neighborhoods,” said 
Serino.

COUNCIL 
APPROVES 
CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS

REVERE - The City 
Council unanimously 
approved a loan order 
in the amount of $5.875 
million for Fiscal 
Year 2021 Capital 
Improvements.

Viscay said the funds 
would be used for 
“deferred maintenance” 
and equipment operations 
by city departments.

He asked the Council to 
approve a bond that would 
accelerate the purchase of 
one additional fire pumper 
truck and one city-owned 
trash truck among other 
capital improvements.

“Rates are historically 
low right now,” said 
Viscay. “We feel it is a 
good decision for the city 
to bump up a couple of 
these pieces of equipment 
and sell one bond for the 
entire amount to fully 
execute the 2021 Capital 
Improvement Plan and 
Budget.”

DPW Supt. Paul 
Argenzion spoke in favor 
of the bond authorization.

“There are several 
pieces of equipment that 
the DPW desperately 
needs, one of being a 
sweeper, a trash truck, 
two all-wheel drive, six-
wheel dump trucks, and a 
sign utility vehicle,” said 
Argenzio. “In all cases, 
these pieces of equipment 
replace pieces that are 
[year] 2006s, so they’re 
on their last legs and we 
really need to have this 
equipment to operate 
properly.”

Argenzio added that the 
dump trucks are necessary 
to bolster the department’s 
snow-fighting capabilities, 
especially in the hilly 
sections of Revere.

Argenzio also expressed 
support for a $1.4 million 
appropriation targeted for 
repairs of public stairs in 
the city.

“Over the last couple of 
years, we’ve been able to 
replace the three sets of 
wooden stairs and now 
we’re faced with either 
total reconstruction or 
major repairs to the other 
sets of all-concrete stairs 
throughout the city,” said 
Argenzio. “We have the 
engineering work done 
and we’re ready to move 
on this.”

Chief of Infrastructure 

Donald Ciaramella also 
spoke in favor of the 
prospective purchases of 
new equipment.

“The equipment that’s 
needed is very valuable 
to our operations, 
snow removal, and 
the cleanliness of our 
streets in regard to the 
street sweepers,” said 
Ciaramella. “It’s badly 
needed equipment and 
we’ll put it to good use.”

Julie DeMauro, 
transportation manager 
for the city, said she 
supported the $1.4 million 
appropriation for the 
rebuilding of the public 
stairs in Beachmont.

“I’ve been working 
with Paul Argenzio, 
along with [Councillors] 
Joanne McKenna and 
Ira Novoselsky, and 
several members of the 
Beachmont Improvement 
Committee to get these 
stairs rebuilt,” said 
DeMauro. “This is really 
important. Two of the steps 
are in complete disarray 
and you would need a 
complete demolition, so 
this money is definitely 
needed.”

Ward 3 Councillor 
Arthur Guinasso said 
he was pleased to see 
an upgrade in city-used 
equipment.

“I’m very pleased with 
the purchases for the DPW 
and the Fire Department,” 
said Guinasso. “This is the 
type of thing that we need 
in our community. We 
need modern and updated 
equipment in order to 
service our community 
the best we know how.”

The City Council also 
approved loan orders in 
the amount of $60,000 
for the replacement of 
windows and doors at 
the Lincoln School and 
$60,000 for the design 
and replacement of a 
new boiler system at the 
Beachmont School.

TOWN RECOVERS 
FROM CYBER 
ATTACK

WINTHROP - During 
last week’s school com-
mittee meeting Super-
intendent Lisa Howard 
shared the details sur-
rounding the recent Dis-
tributed Denial-of-Ser-
vice (DDoS) attacks that 
interrupted learning time 
throughout the district. 

On February 4, after 
several days of slow in-
ternet service and bouts of 
disrupted service, the dis-
trict’s technology investi-
gations team informed ad-
ministrators that the Town 
and school servers were 
the target of a malicious 
computer attack which 
prevented students and 
teachers from utilizing 
internet-based resources 
such as Google Class-
room, email, video confer-
encing and other services 
while in school buildings. 
The attack, which also 
caused a disruption for 
town municipal offices, 
eventually caused the ser-
vices to shut down from 
8:00 am until 2:30 pm, the 
exact timeframe when stu-
dents are in school. 

Howard also confirmed 
that the outages only oc-
curred on days during 
in-person learning. 

“Over the past few 
days I’ve learned far more 
about technology than 
I ever knew before, and 
despite the issues this has 
caused for learning, we 
have a solid plan in place 
that will prevent this from 
happening again.”

After recruiting the help 
of the Winthrop Police 
Department, Comcast, 
Lan-Tel Communications, 
and Balsam Technolo-
gies, to get to the source 
of the problem, a mitiga-
tion package was put in 
place, and going forward, 
Comcast will be alerted 
of any suspicious activ-
ity before it reaches the 
district’s system. Added 
NetFlow monitoring on 
the sonic wall will collect 
and record real time infor-
mation going in and out. 
In addition, Simple Net-
work Management Proto-
col (SNMP) has been put 
in place as another layer 
of monitoring and protec-
tion. 

“This will help us as 
we move forward, and he 
SNMP monitoring will 
allow a network map to 
show where things are 
connected, and any unrec-
ognized devices will be 
alerted and shut down.” 

Howard said that the 
revised bandwidth man-
agement will prevent any 
device in the system from 
exceeding more than one 
gigabyte of bandwidth, 
which is more than enough 
bandwidth to support the 
schools’ systems. The ini-
tial DDoS emergency mit-
igation services fees were 
waved by Comcast, and 
going forward, the district 
will pay a monthly sub-
scription fee to ensure that 
a DDoS attack does not 
happen again. 

“It’s important to note 
that these attacks have 
occurred in multiple pub-
lic school districts across 
the state. At this point we 
believe the issue has been 
resolved and we are grate-
ful to have the collabora-
tive efforts of everyone 
involved.” 

The attack, known as a 
Distributed Denial of Ser-
vice attack (DDoS), is de-
signed to overwhelm the 
bandwidth resources with 
large amounts of data, 
which is what prevented 
students and teachers from 
accessing the online learn-
ing resources. No student, 
employee or financial data 
was accessed as a result of 
the attack.

Serving Revere & Neighbors since 1947
Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

CCaallll  ttoo  SScchheedduullee  yyoouurr  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt!!
• Inspection station
• tire services
• brakes & fluids

Winterize 
for your 
2021 road 

trip

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

For Advertising 
Rates, 
Call 

617-884-2416
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Samantha Lynne 
“Sam” Lockhard, 33, 
passed away unexpected-
ly in her Billerica home 
on Wednesday, February 
10.   Sam had been living 
courageously with severe 
asthma for many years.

Born and raised in 
Lynn, she was the beloved 
only child of Mark A. and 
Donna M. (Borden) Lock-
ard of Bern, KS.  Sam was 
a self-employed Web De-
signer and also worked full 
time with Answer Net as a 
national sales exec. where 
she applied her skills as 
a customer service rep, a 
skill she learned working 
earlier with West Lynn 
Creamery.

She was raised in Lynn 
and was a resident of 
Lynn for most of her life 
until settling in Billerica 
several months ago.  Sam 
attended St. Pius gram-
mar school and graduated 
from Lynn Classical High 
School. She continued her 
education at Framingham 
State College. 

While attending High 
School, she was award-
ed for her time and per-
formances in the school 
Drama Club. She later 
joined the Hilltop Players 
where she enjoyed acting 
and singing.   She taught 
Sunday school at St. Pius 
in Lynn and enjoyed her 
summers with the church 
youth group “CAMPS.” 

An avid reader and 
movie buff, she would al-
ways recite movie quotes 
to real life situations and 
she enjoyed lively politi-
cal debates with her father 
Mark.

She is survived by her 
loving parents, Donna 
and Mark Lockard. She 
was a dear niece of Peter 
Borden and his life part-
ner, Dawn Wright Pajala, 
Rhonda Borden, Debbie 
and Joe Visconti, Betsy 
and Bobby Jackson, Lin-
da and Johnny Ray Free-
man and Billy and Melissa 
Lockard; beloved fiancé 
of Ralph Moody of New 
Hampshire; devoted best 
friend of Billy Moglia, 
Jackie Twomey, Lindsay 
Reading and Chris Her-
nandez.   She is also sur-
vived by her munchkin, 
Farrell Visconti and by 
numerous cousins, ex-
tended family members 
and friends and her ca-
nine babies, “Mama” and 
“Harley.”

Visiting hours were 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, Chelsea on 
Wednesday, February 
17 and a Catholic prayer 
service was lifestreamed 
and conducted during the 
visitation by her family 
friend, Deacon Jim Hinkle 
of St. Pius R.C. Church, 
Lynn.

  Should friends desire, 
contributions in her mem-
ory should be directed to 
either the Northeast Ani-
mal Shelter, Alzheimer’s 
Research or Asthma Re-
search Fund.

Family and friends 
who wish may offer con-
dolences at this time by 
means of the online guest 
book by visiting: www.
welshfh.com.

To place a  memoriam in the Chelsea 

Record, please call 781-485-0588

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE
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price protection guarantee. 
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OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
James DeSantis

Sports and music enthusiast 
James R. DeSantis, a 

lifelong resident of Re-
vere, passed away on Feb-
ruary 13 surrounded by 
his loving family at the 
age of 58. 

Born in Revere on No-
vember 13, 1962 to Jo-
seph DeSantis and the late 
Frances (DePaolo), he was 
the cherished father of Ra-
chael DeSantis and long-
time friend of her mother, 
Valerie DiSalvo Green, 
dear brother of Joseph De-
Santis Sr. of Revere and 
Janice DeSantis and her 
longtime companion, Rob 
McPherson of Chelsea; 
adored uncle of Joseph 
DeSantis Jr. and his wife, 
Erin, John DeSantis and 
Jenae DeSantis and great 
uncle to Lola Bartlett. He 
was the beloved nephew 
of Richie DeSantis and the 
late Bobby DeSantis and 
is also survived by cousins 
and countless friends. 

James played hockey 
his entire life and more 
recently picked up ten-
nis and racquetball. He 
coached all of Rachael’s 
sports growing up and 
loved all the New England 
teams especially the Bos-
ton Bruins. James had a 
great knowledge of music 
going to every concert he 
possibly could and Rock 

and Roll being his favor-
ite. He never missed a Re-
vere High School football 
game on Thanksgiving.

 A visitation will be 
held at the Paul Buonfi-
glio & Sons-Bruno Funer-
al Home, 128 Revere St, 
Revere on Friday, Febru-
ary 19 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m.  (capacity limits are 
in effect, please make 
visits brief so others may 
enter the funeral home).  
Funeral Mass to follow 
at St. Anthony’s Church 
in Revere at 12 noon 
(names and temperatures 
will be taken upon en-
trance).  Masks and social 
distancing are required at 
church and funeral home. 
Relatives and friends are 
kindly invited.   Interment 
will be in Holy Cross 
Cemetery.   You can send 
flowers or donate to www.
j i m m y f u n d . o rg / g i f t .  

Alfred Zani (a.k.a. Zarni)
Former President of Rocky DeCamillo Steel 
Erection Co who loved the City of Chelsea

Alfred A. Zani (AKA 
Zarni), 91, of Chelsea died 
on January 30 in Revere 
following a long illness.

Alfred loved the City of 
Chelsea and as an activ-
ist, fought for the benefit 
of the entire community, 
especially the downtrod-
den and marginalized. He 
was the former president 
and operator of Rocky 
DeCamillo Steel Erection 
Co. for over 43 years. His 
memberships include the 
Saugus Lodge of Elks 
#642 and he was a found-
ing member of the Cary 
Square Associates.

He was the beloved 
husband of  the late Dor-
othea P. “Dot” (Sexton) 
Zarni; cherished father 
of Bernadette H. Moore, 
James A. Zarni and his 
wife, Paula G., all of Re-
vere, John A. Zarni and 
his wife ,Patricia of Chel-
sea and the late Richard N. 
Zarni and the late Robert 
F. Zarni; devoted grand-
father of Eric S. R. Moore 
of Royal Palm Beach, FL, 
Jessica A. White and her 
husband, Brian of Mel-
rose, Katie E. Lombardi 
and her husband, Carl of 
No. Reading and Amanda 
E. Zarni of Chelsea; proud 
great-grandfather of Eric 
T. Moore, Eric J. Moore 
& Devon R. Moore, all 
of Royal Palm Beach, 
FL, Jacob C. Lombardi,  
Gracie E. Lombardi and 
Quinn Lombardi, all of 
No. Reading and Jaxson 
T. White of Melrose; dear  
brother to Lena R. Die-
so of Revere and the late 
Elmo Zani-Zarni. He is 
also lovingly survived by 

his  great-great- grandson, 
Shawn J. Many respectful 
nieces and nephews also 
survive him. 

Family and friends are 
invited to attend the Me-
morial Funeral Mass on 
Saturday, February 20 in 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion Church (Corner of 
Beach St. and Winthrop 
Ave.) Revere at 10:30 a.m. 
Interment is private. 

Attendees are remind-
ed to proceed directly to 
church and in keeping  
with the ongoing pandem-
ic, maintain social dis-
tancing and masks must 
be worn in the church at 
all times. Attendees must 
provide their name and 
telephone number for con-
tact tracing and tempera-
tures will be taken prior to 
entering the church. 

In lieu of flowers, re-
membrances may be 
made to Care Dimensions 
Hospice, 333 Wyman St., 
Waltham, MA 02451.

The staff at Vertuccio 
& Smith, Home for Fu-
nerals is honored to have 
assisted the family with 
completion of funeral ar-
rangements. To send on-
line condolences, please 
visit  www.vertuccioand-
smith.com.

Marcos Antonio Chirino 
Sosa

March 21, 1978 – February 8, 2021
Marcos Antonio Chiri-

no Sosa, 42, died tragical-
ly as a result of a motor 
vehicle collision on Route 
495 in Marlborough on 
Monday, February 8.  

Born and raised in San 
Vicente, El Salvador, he 
was a beloved son of Mar-
cos Chirino and Vilma 
Candelaria Sosa de Reyes.  
He received his early edu-
cation attending school in 
El Salvador and came to 
Chelsea in 1999 seeking 
gainful work.   He settled 
briefly in Kansas and re-
turned to Chelsea more 
than 10 years ago.   He 
worked as a professional 
truck driver and was em-
ployed with North Coast 
Seafood for several years. 

He was a dedicated 
parishioner of St. Rose 
of Lima Church in Chel-
sea for many years and 
a vibrant member of the 
church community there.  
He was an enthusiastic fan 
of Tom Brady “TB 12” 
and followed FC Barcelo-
na Soccer.   

He is survived by his 
beloved parents in El Sal-
vador, his daughter Karla 
Guadalupe Montano Vil-
lanueva and his grandson 
of Hampton NH. He was 
the dear brother of Maria 
Julia Chirino of El Salva-
dor and Maria Alvarado of 
California and is also sur-
vived by several extend-
ed family members and 
friends in the local area.

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the 
Welsh Funeral Home, 
Chelsea.  A Funeral Mass 
was celebrated on Tues-
day morning in St. Rose 
Church, Chelsea.   Mar-
co will be returned to El 
Salvador for interment in 
Parque Memoria in San 
Vicente.  

We encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book by visit-
ing: www.welshfh.com.

A los 42 años de edad, 
Marcos murió trágica-
mente como resultado de 
una colisión de vehículos 
de motor en la ruta 495 en 
Marlborough el lunes 8 de 
febrero.  

Nacido y criado en San 
Vicente, El Salvador fue 
un amado hijo de Marcos 
Chirino y Vilma Candelar-
ia Sosa de Reyes.  Recibió 
su educación temprana 
asistiendo a la escuela en 

El Salvador. 
Llegó al Chelsea en 

1999 en busca de un tra-
bajo lucrativo.   Se esta-
blecería brevemente en 
Kansas y regresó a Chel-
sea hace más de 10 años.  
Trabajó como conductor 
de camiones profesional 
y trabajó con North Coast 
Seafood durante varios 
años.     Fue un feliz dedi-
cado de la Iglesia de Santa 
Rosa de Lima en Chelsea 
durante muchos años.  Era 
un miembro vibrante de 
la comunidad eclesiástica 
allí.   Fue entusiasta fan 
de Tom Brady “TB 12” 
y siguió al FC Barcelona 
Soccer.   

Le sobreviven sus 
queridos padres en El Sal-
vador, su hija Karla Gua-
dalupe Montano Villanue-
va y su nieto de Hampton 
NH. Era el querido herma-
no de María Julia Chirino 
de El Salvador y María 
Alvarado de Calif.   Tam-
bién le sobreviven varios 
familiares y amigos en el 
área local. 

Familiares y amigos es-
tán muy amablemente in-
vitados a asistir a las horas 
de visita en el Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea el lunes 15 
de febrero de 4 a 7 P.M. 
y de nuevo el martes 16 
de febrero de 4 a 7 PM.  
Todos los asistentes de-
ben usar revestimientos 
faciales, practicar distan-
ciamiento físico al saludar 
a la familia, presentar sus 
respetos y salir de la fu-
neraria para permitir que 
otros invitados entren.

El martes 16 de febrero 
a las 10:00 a.M. se cel-
ebrará una misa fúnebre 
en St. Rose Church, 600 
Broadway Chelsea.   To-
dos los asistentes deben 
proporcionar información 
de contacto, usar reves-
timientos faciales, practi-
car distanciamiento físico 
mientras asisten a la misa 
en la iglesia. 

Marco’s será devuelto a 
El Salvador para su entier-
ro en el Parque Memoria 
en San Vicente.     Anima-
mos a familiares y amigos 
que deseen, a ofrecer con-
dolencias en este momen-
to a través del libro de vis-
itas en línea o a enviar una 
tarjeta de simpatía person-
alizada utilizando el sigui-
ente enlace.

Samantha Lynne  “Sam” 
Lockard

Feb. 18, 1987 – Feb. 10, 2021

Collette (Costello) 
Grant of Revere  died un-
expectedly  on February 
12 at the age of 75. 

Born in Chelsea on 
October 15, 1945 to the 
late Joseph and Yvette 
(Giguere), she was the 
devoted mother of Eric 
M. Grant and his hus-
band, David Finkelstein 
of Brooklyn, NY, and 
Heather Ford of Re-
vere; cherished grand-
mother of Lynsdale Ford 
Jr., Sydney, Casey and 
Zachary Ford; dear sis-
ter of Michael Costel-
lo and his wife, Jane of 
New Hampshire, Cathy 
Costello of Malden and 
the late Raymond Costel-
lo and his surviving wife, 
Pastor Catherine Costel-
lo of North Carolina. She 
is also survived by count-
less friends. 

Due to the current re-

strictions with Covid-19, 
all services were private-
ly held by the immedi-
ate family.  Interment at 
Puritan Lawn Memori-
al Park in Peabody.  A 
Celebration of Collette’s 
Life will be held at a lat-
er date. In lieu of flowers 
donations can be made 
to Rossetti Cowan Se-
nior Center, 25 Winthrop 
Avenue, Revere, MA 
02151. For guest book 
please visit  www.buon-
figlio.com.

Collette Grant
Of Revere

Birthday
Remembrance

Stephen 
A. Lewis

Feb. 15, 1956 — July 8, 2020

Love Wife, 
Maureen
Children 

& Grandchildren
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Beth Israel Lahey Health awards $600,000 in grant funding to Chelsea
Beth Israel Lahey 

Health (BILH) announced 
$600,000 in grant funding 
to the City of Chelsea to 
support efforts to address 
food insecurity and hous-
ing stability. Building 
on BILH’s longstanding 
commitment to the com-
munity, the grant fund-
ing seeks to address key 
areas of need identified 
collaboratively by the 
City of Chelsea, commu-
nity-based organizations 
and BILH’s Community 
Benefits Committee. 

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has disproportion-
ately impacted commu-
nities of color, including 
the City of Chelsea, and 
placed a spotlight on sys-
temic health and social 
inequities,” said Kevin 
Tabb, MD, President and 
CEO of Beth Israel Lahey 

Health. “Housing stabili-
ty and access to fresh and 
nutritious food are crit-
ical social determinants 
of health. As a healthcare 
organization committed 
to serving the vital health 
needs of our communities, 
we are proud to provide 
these grants to City of 
Chelsea programs to help 
address urgent needs that 
have been exacerbated by 
the pandemic.”

BILH grant funding 
will support the following:

•Chelsea Housing Legal 
Aid Bureau  ($400,000): 
The Chelsea Housing 
Legal Aid Bureau was 
launched by the City of 
Chelsea in October 2020 
to provide legal services 
and representation to 
Chelsea residents, regard-
less of their income or 
immigration or citizen-

ship status, who are fac-
ing eviction and landlord 
disputes. Since the onset 
of the pandemic, more 
than 1,000 Chelsea house-
holds have applied to the 
City for emergency rental 
assistance to avoid being 
displaced.

• C h e l s e a 
Eats  ($200,000): Chel-
sea Eats is an innovative 
pilot program launched 
by the City of Chelsea in 
October 2020. The pro-
gram provides residents 
with monthly debit cards 
($200 to $400 each) to 
be used at supermarkets 
and food stores. During 
the pandemic, severe food 
insecurity has dispropor-
tionately affected Black 
and Latinx communities 
in Massachusetts, with 
one in four households 
reporting food insecurity. 

In Chelsea, 70% of resi-
dents identify as Black or 
Hispanic. Since October, 
more than 4,000 Chelsea 
residents have applied for 
a Chelsea Eats card for as-
sistance purchasing food 
and other essential items.

“On behalf of the City 
of Chelsea, I want to thank 
Beth Israel Lahey Health 
for their ongoing part-
nership and commitment 
to our community,” said 
Tom Ambrosino, Chel-
sea City Manager. “The 
City of Chelsea has seen 
first-hand the devastating 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and BILH has 
been with us every step 
of the way, providing 
COVID-19 testing and 
now vaccination right in 
our community. This criti-
cal grant funding will help 
us advance food security 

and housing stability in 
this unprecedented time.” 

In April 2020, Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medi-
cal Center, part of Beth 
Israel Lahey Health, ex-
panded its  COVID-19 
ambulatory testing loca-
tions with the addition of 
a site at Beth Israel Dea-
coness HealthCare-Chel-
sea, which has served the 
community since 1995. 
The COVID-19 testing 
site supports all patients, 
including those who are 
uninsured, by providing 
COVID-19 ambulatory 
testing.

In October 2020, BILH 
awarded a behavioral 
health grant in the amount 
of $270,000 over three 
years to the North Suffolk 
Mental Health Associa-
tion to assist uninsured 
and underinsured Chelsea 

resident with behavioral 
health issues.

Earlier this month, 
BILH launched a 
COVID-19  vaccination 
site for patients of Beth Is-
rael Lahey Health, includ-
ing Beth Israel Deaconess 
HealthCare-Chelsea, who 
meet the state’s criteria for 
the beginning of Phase 2 
of the state’s vaccination 
distribution plan (e.g. age 
75+) have received an in-
vitation from and have 
scheduled appointment. 
For more information 
about Beth Israel Lahey 
Health’s vaccination roll-
out, please visit:  https://
coronavirus.bilh.org/roll-
out/.

Ambroz named as new Boys & Girls Club of Boston president
Staff Report

Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston (BGBC) has 
named David Ambroz its 
new Nicholas President 
and CEO. Succeeding 
Josh Kraft as the third 
executive to hold the po-
sition, and 15th profes-
sional leader in the organi-
zation’s 128-year history, 
Ambroz will lead BGCB 
into its next chapter, sup-
porting members and fam-
ilies across Boston and 
Chelsea. 

Ambroz begins his term 
Monday, April 5, 2021.

Ambroz brings deep 
experience in equity, di-
versity, and engagement 
in the corporate, public 
and philanthropic sectors, 
and comes to BGCB from 
Walt Disney Television 
(WDT) where he served 
as Executive Director, 
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility since 2012. While 
at Disney, Ambroz led the 
company’s social respon-
sibility and philanthropic 
efforts, aligning charita-
ble giving and pro-social 
activities with business 

and brand objectives and 
establishing programs 
and initiatives to drive 
employee engagement 
while advancing diversi-
ty and inclusion. Among 
his achievements at WDT, 
Ambroz developed a pro-
duction assistant intern 
program across all WDT 
networks, creating a talent 
pipeline, recruiting indi-
viduals from underrepre-
sented communities into 
shows and production, 
and advancing depictions 
of diverse talent.

“At the core of my life 
is a drive to empower the 
youth from the communi-
ties where I come from, 
places full of potential but 
unequal opportunity,” said 
Ambroz. “The Nicholas 
President and CEO role is 
a chance for me to serve 
the children and commu-
nities of Boston, with the 
full breadth of resources 
in people and knowledge 
that BGCB brings. I’m 
eager to build on the in-
credible strength already 
in place.”

Ambroz is the 
co-founder of FosterMore, 

a national awareness cam-
paign for foster care and 
adoption influenced by his 
own childhood experience 
of homelessness, and time 
spent in foster care, a role 
for which he was awarded 
President Barack Obama’s 
Champions of Change 
award. He is also the Pres-
ident of the Los Angeles 
City Planning Commis-
sion, a position appointed 
by the mayor, and previ-
ously served as Executive 
Director of the Los An-
geles City College Foun-
dation, where he raised 
and managed a multimil-
lion-dollar endowment.

“David is a strategic, 
visionary thinker who will 
be a terrific leader during 
a time of great change for 
the organization. I am ex-
cited to welcome him to 
Boston,” said Dave John-
son, Executive Chair of 
the Board. “For nearly 130 
years, BGCB has lived up 
to its mission to be there 
for our members and fam-
ilies, no matter what, and 
this year has proved no dif-
ferent. David’s life experi-
ences mirror the challeng-

es faced by many of the 
youth we serve, leading to 
an unquestionable passion 
for providing opportunity 
for kids who might oth-
erwise not have it. As we 
continue to work with our 
communities and program 
partners to navigate the 
challenges of the pandem-
ic, David is a cross-func-
tional leader who will help 
BGCB grow in the years 
ahead through his deep 
experience embedding in-
novation into philanthrop-
ic programming.”

“Boston is lucky to 
have David Ambroz.  I 
know Ambroz will bring 
strategy, ambassador-
ship, innovative thinking, 
and most importantly his 
ceaseless energy in ser-
vice to others—especially 
children—to his new role 
at BGCB,” said Los An-
geles Mayor Eric Garcetti, 
who named Ambroz to the 
LA City Planning Com-
mission in 2013, where he 
continues to serve. 

A nationwide search 
was led by Spencer Stu-
art under the aegis of the 
BGCB CEO Search Com-

mittee which included 
Johnson and fellow Board 
members, Trustees, and 
Club alumni. The commit-
tee was further supported 
by the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America and prioritized 
finding a candidate with 
a passion for BGCB’s 
mission and a clear com-
mitment to the well-being 
and development of its 
members, along with the 
strategic leadership skills 
needed to foster partner-
ships and cement BGCB’s 
position as a leading force 
in the city. 

“I look forward to Da-
vid bringing his personal 
and professional experi-
ence, fundraising skills, 
demonstrated civic work, 
and ability to forge and 
maintain strong partner-
ships to BGCB. Boston is 
a city in transformation, 
with new leadership all 
around,” said BGCB Di-
rector Michele Courton 
Brown, a member of the 
search committee. “As 
a leading nonprofit with 
high standards, a distin-
guished history of service 
to its members and won-

(PHOTO BY KOURY ANGELO)

David Ambroz, Nicholas 
President and CEO, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Boston. 

derful opportunity ahead, 
BGCB is a tentpole of the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America. I have no doubt 
David will harness that 
magic for our members.”

Ambroz received a juris 
doctorate degree from the 
UCLA School of Law and 
has a bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science from 
Vassar College, Pough-
keepsie, NY.  

US Attorney Andrew Lelling to leave Boston office on February 28
United States Attorney 

Andrew E. Lelling an-
nounced last week that, 
effective Feb. 28, he will 
step down as United States 
Attorney for the District 
of Massachusetts.  

Lelling tendered his 
resignation to the Presi-
dent of the United States 
earlier this week.

The announcement 
marks the end of Lelling’s 
20-year career in the 
Department of Justice, 
starting in 2001 as a se-
nior official in the Civil 
Rights Division, followed 
by positions as a feder-
al prosecutor in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Offices for the 
Eastern District of Vir-
ginia and, since 2005, for 
the District of Massachu-
setts.  In September 2017, 
with the support of Sens. 
Elizabeth Warren and Ed-
ward Markey, President 
Donald J. Trump nominat-
ed Lelling for the position 
of United States Attorney. 
In December 2017, the 
United States Senate vot-
ed unanimously to con-
firm him.

	 “It has been an 
honor to lead this office,” 

said Lelling. “Over the 
last 15 years, I have had 
the privilege of working 
not only with the best 
federal prosecutors in the 
country, but with the fed-
eral, state and local law 
enforcement officers who 
put themselves at risk to 
keep Massachusetts safe.  
My goal as U.S. Attorney 
has been to do this job 
without fear or outside in-
fluence, and to make clear 
that everyone – regardless 
of wealth, status, or posi-
tion of authority – will be 
treated the same under the 
law.   Massachusetts de-
serves nothing less.”

Under Lelling’s leader-
ship, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office brought success-
ful, high impact cases in a 
number of areas. 

•The office launched 
the most significant fed-
eral enforcement action 
in U.S. history targeting 
corruption in college ad-
missions, an effort that 
sparked a national con-
versation on fairness and 
equality in the admissions 
process.  Fifty-six people 
were charged in the col-
lege admissions case, 42 

of whom have been con-
victed to date.

•In the first federal 
racketeering case target-
ing senior corporate ex-
ecutives for their role in 
exacerbating the opioid 
epidemic, in 2019, seven 
senior executives of Insys 
Therapeutics, Inc., includ-
ing its CEO, John Kapoor, 
were convicted at trial.

•Lelling spearheaded a 
nationally recognized an-
ti-opioid media campaign 
focused on preventing 
first time use, especially 
among teens. The cam-
paign used social media 
and nontraditional plat-
forms with targeted mes-
saging developed using 
focus groups of teens and 
others. It was first of its 
kind in the country and 
reached millions of people 
in the Commonwealth and 
beyond. 

•In a push to tackle 
public corruption in the 
Commonwealth, since 
late 2017, under Lelling’s 
leadership the office has 
charged: 11 current and 
former members of the 
Massachusetts State Po-
lice and 10 current and 

former members of the 
Boston Police Department 
for fraudulent overtime 
practices and other corrup-
tion; State Representative 
David Nangle for alleged 
fraud; and a state district 
court judge for alleged ob-
struction of justice.

•Continuing the of-
fice’s longstanding role 
as a leader in national 
healthcare enforcement, 
since late 2017 the office’s 
civil prosecutors have re-
covered nearly $1 billion 
from major pharmaceu-
tical companies for vio-
lations of civil anti-kick-
back laws.

•Leading a coordinat-
ed group of federal, state 
and local law enforcement 
agencies, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office prioritized 
rooting out drug traffick-
ing and violent offend-
ers in Lawrence, Mass., 
a city in which crime has 
dropped 46 percent in the 
last two years.

•Since late 2017, 
Lelling’s gang and orga-
nized crime prosecutors 
have convicted dozens of 
members of the violent 
transnational gang MS-

13, and indicted more than 
70 members of the Latin 
Kings gang, substantially 
dismantling both gangs in 
Massachusetts.

Under Lelling’s leader-
ship, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office was also a nation-
al leader in federal civil 
rights enforcement:

•The Office’s “pattern 
and practice” investiga-
tion of the Springfield Po-
lice Department was the 
only such investigation 
opened in the country un-
der the Trump administra-
tion. 

•During Lelling’s ten-
ure, the Boston U.S. At-
torney’s Office was the 
only one to use the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act 
to require nursing facil-
ities and county jails to 
provide medically assisted 
treatment to recovering 
addicts. 

•Lelling’s office con-
tinues to pursue a federal 
civil rights investigation 
of allegations of misman-
agement and neglect at the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home 
during the pandemic, a sit-
uation that resulted in the 
deaths of over 75 elderly 

veterans.
•Lelling’s office con-

tinues to negotiate with 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Correction 
to improve treatment of 
inmates requiring mental 
health treatment and re-
duce the use of restrictive 
housing.

Lelling added, “This 
is a unique and powerful 
job – there is no flesh-and-
blood client, but only an 
unshakable obligation to 
be fair and to work in the 
public interest.   I know 
that my colleagues, in the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office and 
in the law enforcement 
agencies we work with, 
share my belief that this 
is a calling.   I look for-
ward to new challenges in 
the years ahead, but I will 
miss the sense of mission 
that comes with working 
for the U.S. Department 
of Justice.”

Following Lelling’s 
departure, First Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Nathaniel 
R. Mendell will assume 
the role of Acting U.S. At-
torney.

For the latest news
 in Chelsea that you need to know, check chelsearecord.com
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
A notice is hereby pro-
vided of a public hearing 
to be held on March 9, 
2021 at 6 PM via Zoom 
Video Conference regard-
ing grant of location for 
a small cell tower at 91 
Garland Street.
The public is invited to 
attend and to be heard. 
Anyone who would like 
to participate or submit 
questions should email 
Rebecca Wright at 
rwright@chelseama.gov
Comments must be 
submitted by 12pm 
March 9, 2021 via email 
to Rebecca Wright at 
rwright@chelseama.
gov or via U.S. mail to 
Rebecca Wright, Assistant 
Engineer, Department of 
Public Works, Room 310, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA 
02150.
Rebecca Wright
Assistant Engineer

2/18/21, 2/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2018-02

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
The Neighborhood 
Developers
For request for modi-
fication to previously 
approved Special Permit 
and Variance at the 
premises known as:
170 Cottage Street
The modifications include 
a reduction in the size of 
the building, Floor Area 
Ratio, and number of 
parking spaces, and an 
increase in the number 
of affordable units and 
the amount of useable 
open space. 
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 

public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of 
the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2021

2/18/21, 2/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2021-03

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Iglesia La Luz de Cristo
For Special Permit 
seeking approval for 
the construction of a 
driveway and off-street 
parking lot on both Clark 
Avenue and Broadway 
side of the building at 
the premises known as:
738 Broadway and 47 
Clark Avenue
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of 
the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2021

2/11/21, 2/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 124 
Addison Street, Unit 

No. 11 of Addison Place 
Condominium, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts	
	
By virtue and in 
execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given 
by Stephen Dunn, aka 
Stephen R. Dunn, to 
Sovereign Bank, said 
mortgage dated April 4, 
2006, and filed in the 
Suffolk County Registry 
District of the Land Court 
as Document No. 719190 
and noted on Certificate 
of Title No. C212-31, and 
now held by Santander 
Bank, N.A., f/k/a 
Sovereign Bank, N.A., 
f/k/a Sovereign Bank, 
for breach of the condi-
tions in said mortgage 
and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same, 
will be sold at Public 
Auction on February 26, 
2021 at 1:00 PM Local 
Time upon the premises, 
directly in front of the 
building containing said 
unit, all and singular the 
premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
That certain piece of 
parcel of land, and the 
buildings and improve-
ments thereon:
In the Town of: Chelsea
County of: Suffolk
And State of: Massa-
chusetts
And being more particu-
larly described in a deed 
filed in
Book
Page
As Document No. 576117 
and noted on Certificate 
of Title No. C212-31
Of the Suffolk County, 
City of Chelsea
Which property is more 
commonly known as 
124 Addison Street Apt. 
11, Chelsea, MA 02150
More Particularly 
Described as:
A CERTAIN PARCEL OF 
LAND WITH THE BUILD-
INGS THEREON SITUATED 
IN CHELSEA, COUNTY 
OF SUFFOLK COMMON-
WEALTH OF MASSACHU-
SETTS, KNOWN AS 124 
ADDISION STREET APT 11,
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
THE UNIT KNOWN AS 
UNIT NO. 11, OF ADDI-
SION PLACE CONDOMINI-
UM, A CONDOMINIUM 
ESTABLISED PURSUANT 
TO MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 
183A, BY MASTER DEED 
RECORDED WITH THE 
SUFFOLK COUNTY REGIS-
TRY OF DEEDS DISTRICT 
OF THE LAND COURT AS 
DOC. NO. 430062, AS 
AMENDED BY INSTRU-
MENTS DULY RECORDED 

WITH SAID REGISTRY. 
THE UNIT IS SHOWN ON 
FLOOR PLANS OF THE 
BUILDINGS RECORDED 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH 
SAID MASTER DEED 
AND A COPY OF THE 
PORTION OF SAID PLANS 
ATTACHED TO WHICH IS 
AFFIXED THE VERIFIED 
STATEMENT OF A REGIS-
TERED PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEER IN TH FORM 
REQUIRED BY SECTION 9 
OF SAID CHAPTER 183A.
THE UNIT IS CONVEYED 
TOGETHER WITH AN 
UNDIVIDED PERCENTAGE 
INTEREST AS SET FORTH 
IN THE MASTER DEED
(a) IN THE COMMON 
AREAS AND FACILITIES 
OF ADDISION PLACE 
CONDOMINIUM AS DE-
SCRIBED IN THE AMSTER 
DEED, AND
(b) IN THE ADDISION 
PLACE CONDOMINIUM 
TRUST, RECORDED WITH 
SAID MASTER DEED 
IN SAID REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS, AS SUCH MAY BE 
AMENDED BY INSTRU-
MENTS OF RECORD, AND 
WITH THE EXCLUSIVE 
RIGHTS AND EASEMENTS 
AS DESCRIBED IN SAID 
MASTER DEED.
FOR REFERENCE TO TITLE, 
SEE CERTIFICATE OF 
TITLE NO. 212031, AND 
DOCUMENT NO. 576117
The description of the 
property that appears 
in the mortgage to 
be foreclosed shall 
control in the event of 
a typographical error in 
this publication.
For Mortgagor’s 
Title, see deed dated 
December 9, 1998, and 
filed as Certificate of 
Title No. C212-31 and 
Document No. 576117 
with the Suffolk County 
Registry District of the 
Land Court.
Said Unit will be 
conveyed together 
with an undivided 
percentage interest in 
the Common Elements 
of said Condominium 
appurtenant to said Unit 
and together with all 
rights, easements, cove-
nants and agreements as 
contained and referred 
to in the Declaration 
of Condominium, as 
amended.
TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to 
all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, 
which take precedence 
over the said mortgage 
above described.
FIVE THOUSAND 

($5,000.00) Dollars of 
the purchase price must 
be paid by a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check at the 
time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the 
purchase price shall be 
paid in cash, certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within 
sixty (60) days after the 
date of sale. 
Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.
BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT  06032
Attorney for Santander 
Bank, N.A. successor 
by merger to Sovereign 
Bank 
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage
(860) 677-2868

2/4/21, 2/11/21, 
2/18/21

C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2021-04

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Robert Saenz
For Special Permit 
and Variance for the 
construction of an eight 
residential dwelling 
unit structure within a 
5,000 square foot lot 
which does not meet the 
current minimum zoning 
requirements for side 
and rear yard setbacks, 
lot size and number 
of parking spaces and 
which also exceeds 
maximum density, lot 
coverage, number of 
stories, building height 
and floor area ratio at 
the premises known as:
856 Broadway
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of 
the meeting and email 

address in order to join 
the meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2021

2/18/21, 2/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2021-05

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, March 9, 2021  
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Alexis Evans
For Special Permit to es-
tablish a psychic reading 
business at the premises 
known as:
128 Pearl Street
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of 
the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2021

2/18/21, 2/25/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

ALARM AND MONITOR-
ING SERVICES

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for “Alarm and 
Monitoring Services”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
February 18, 2021 by 
contacting Dragica 
Ivanis, Chief Procure-
ment Officer at divanis@

chelseama.gov or by vis-
iting the City’s website at 
http://www.chelseama.
gov/purchasing/pages/
current-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Alarm and Monitoring 
Services” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM 
on Thursday, March 4, 
2021.
Each bid must be 
accompanied by a 
certified check, issued 
by a responsible bank or 
trust company.  Or a bid 
bond duly executed by 
the bidder as principal 
and having as surety 
thereon a surety compa-
ny approved by the City, 
all in the amount of 5% 
of the bid payable to the 
“City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all propos-
als and to waive minor 
irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with 
our Minority Business 
Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified 
women and minority 
business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 149.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement 
Officer

2/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

PRINTING AND MAILING 
OF UTILITY BILLS

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for “Printing and 
Mailing of Utility Bills”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
February 18, 2021 by 
contacting Dragica 
Ivanis, Chief Procure-
ment Officer at divanis@
chelseama.gov or by vis-
iting the City’s website at 
http://www.chelseama.
gov/purchasing/pages/
current-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Printing 

and Mailing of Utility 
Bills” and submitted to 
the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer 
no later than 12:00PM 
on Thursday, March 4, 
2021.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all propos-
als and to waive minor 
irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with 
our Minority Business 
Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified 
women and minority 
business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement 
Officer

2/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSA
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
provisions of the 
Zoning Act, MGL Ch. 40A, 
Section 5 and Chapter 
34, Section 34-4 of the 
City of Chelsea Code 
of Ordinances, that the 
Chelsea City Council will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, March 8, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 to discuss 
proposed zoning amend-
ments changes including:
* Proposed Zoning 
Amendments
* Rezone parcels along 
Revere Beach Parkway to 
Retail Business 2 (BR2)
* Marijuana Establish-
ment 
* Municipal Harbor Plan
A copy of the ordinance, 
maps, and other materi-
als may be reviewed at 
the Chelsea City Council 
Office, City Hall, 500 
Broadway #306, Chelsea 
MA 02150 during City 
Hall business hours. Or 
email fmelara@chel-
seama.gov to request 
materials. 
Roy Avellaneda
President Chelsea City 
Council

2/11/21, 2/18/21

C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY 

OF READY MIXED 
CONCRETE

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for all labor and 
materials for “Supply 
and Delivery of Ready 
Mixed Concrete”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
February 18, 2021 by 
contacting Dragica 
Ivanis Chief Procurement 
Officer at divanis@chel-
seama.gov or by visiting 
the City’s website at 
http://www.chelseama.
gov/purchasing/pages/
current-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Supply 
and Delivery of Ready 
Mixed Concrete” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
1:00PM on Thursday, 
March 4, 2021.
Each bid must be 
accompanied by a 
certified check, issued 
by a responsible bank or 
trust company.  Or a bid 
bond duly executed by 
the bidder as principal 
and having as surety 
thereon a surety compa-
ny approved by the City, 
all in the amount of 5% 
of the bid payable to the 
“City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all propos-
als and to waive minor 
irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with 
our Minority Business 
Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified 
women and minority 
business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30, 39M.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement 
Officer

2/18/21
C

Chelsea’s GreenRoots to get $200K in AG’s Biopharma settlement
Staff Report

A global  biopharma-
ceutical  company has 
agreed to pay $600,000 
and limit its emissions of 
harmful air pollutants to 
settle allegations that it vi-
olated the Massachusetts 
Clean Air Act and regu-
lations at its Lexington 
facility, Attorney General 
Maura Healey announced 
last week. 

Of that amount, 
$200,000 will fund a proj-
ect to purchase air filters 
for more than 500 homes 
in Chelsea, an environ-
mental justice community 
that suffers from poor air 
quality due to numerous 
nearby sources of similar 
air pollutants, including 
industrial facilities, heavy 
highway and road traffic, 
and Logan Airport.

“This company know-
ingly caused air pollution 
by failing to comply with 
regulations intended to 
protect public health,” AG 
Maura Healey said. “This 
settlement holds the com-
pany accountable and 
will result in long-term 
benefits to the air quali-
ty in hundreds of homes 
in Chelsea, a community 
in which vulnerable res-
idents have been hard hit 

by the pandemic and sub-
jected to a long history of 
environmental injustices.”

AG Healey’s Office 
has made protecting clean 
air a priority.  In her May 
2020 brief on the environ-
mental factors that com-
pound the COVID-19 pan-
demic’s disparate impact 
on environmental justice 
communities in Massa-
chusetts, AG Healey dis-
cussed the high rates of air 
pollution in lower-income 
areas and communities of 
color – including Chelsea 
– and identified pursu-
ing enforcement cases in 
such communities as an 
important step to address 
the longstanding impact 
of environmental injustice 
on the state’s families. As 
a part of that initiative, the 
AG’s Office has priori-
tized directing settlement 
funds from appropriate 
enforcement actions to 
support environmental 
justice communities.

The consent judgment, 
filed in Suffolk Superior 
Court and approved last 
week, settles allegations 
that Shire Human Genet-
ic Therapies, Inc. (Shire) 
violated the state’s Clean 
Air Act and its regula-
tions when Shire’s Lex-
ington facility exceed-

ed applicable emissions 
limits for volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) es-
tablished by the Massa-
chusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP). VOCs are 
dangerous air pollutants 
that pose severe risks to 
public health, including 
through their contribution 
to the formation of harm-
ful ground level ozone, 
or smog, which can in-
crease susceptibility to 
and exacerbate respirato-
ry ailments and illnesses 
including asthma. Ozone 
also causes toxic effects in 
plants and degrades ma-
terials such as rubber and 
fabric.

“Shire is required to 
obtain air quality permits 
to regulate its operations, 
consistent with other 
pharmaceutical facilities 
operating in the Common-
wealth, and when the com-
pany failed to do so, they 
potentially endangered 
the environment and the 
public health,”  said  Eric 
Worrall, Director of Mass-
DEP’s Northeast Regional 
Office in Wilmington. “I 
am pleased that this settle-
ment will include a sup-
plemental environmental 
project where the compa-
ny will provide air quali-

ty benefits to residents of 
the environmental justice 
community of Chelsea 
with the installation of 
more than 500 whole-
house air filters.”

The AG’s complaint al-
leges that, in 2014, Shire 
began increasing its use 
of surface disinfectants 
in its expanding manu-
facturing operations at its 
Lexington facility without 
first seeking or obtaining 
a permit to do so from 
MassDEP, as is required 
under applicable law.  
Surface disinfectants con-
tain VOCs, which evap-
orate and escape into the 
surrounding environment. 
The complaint alleges that 
since 2014, Shire exceed-
ed its emissions limits at 
least 100 times, with 28 
of those times being more 
than double the allowed 
limit. The complaint al-
leges that Shire failed to 
comply with numerous re-
cordkeeping and reporting 
requirements as well.

Under the settlement, 
Shire is required to apply 
for a new permit that will 
cap VOC emissions from 
the Lexington facility at a 
level that will both allow 
expansion at the facility 
and help keep the pub-
lic safe from dangerous 

pollutants. In addition 
to imposing $400,000 in 
civil penalties, the set-
tlement requires Shire to 
pay $200,000 to fund a 
project being conducted 
by GreenRoots, Inc., a 
community-based orga-
nization dedicated to im-
proving and enhancing the 
urban environment and 
public health in Chelsea 
and surrounding commu-
nities. These communities 
face “significantly com-

promised” indoor air qual-
ity, in part due to VOC 
emissions. GreenRoots 
will use the funds to pur-
chase air filters for more 
than 500 homes in Chel-
sea. In collaboration with 
health institutions and pri-
vate and public partners, 
baseline and long-term 
air monitoring will be 
conducted to evaluate im-
provements, and the proj-
ect could be implemented 
in other areas in the future. 

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL 

 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. It’s in print and online 
at ConsumerAction.gov. For your free copy, order online at 
ConsumerAction.gov; write to Handbook, Pueblo, CO 81009; or 
call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO.
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     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

CHELSEA
Land on Chelsea 
Creek for Lease

Water Dependent 
Industrial Uses Only

Please Contact:
Andy McLaughlin
(312) 935-2800

APARTMENT FOR RENT HELP WANTED

WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - 
Ocean View
1 BR apt. in mod. 
shoreline bldg.
Non-smoking/no pets. 
Steps to beach, minutes 
to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg. 
Heat & HW incl. 617-
846-7300 Debra.
————————————
EAST BOSTON, 1 bdrm 
near Piers Park, w/d, 

d/d, wide pine floors, 
updated kitchen, deck, 
partial water views, no 
pets, $1650, avl 3/1 
(617)568-9626.
————————————
APT FOR RENT 
COVID CLEANED
AVAILABLE NOW
Revere - Washington Ave 
newly remodeled 2 bdr, 
2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, 
minutes form Boston, 1 
block to public transpor-

tation. $1,650/month  
978-751-0531
————————————
EVERETT 
beautiful and spacious 
two level 3 bedroom 
apartment with space 
for a home office.  Lo-
cated close to shopping 
and bus line. Newer 
kitchen appliances and 
washer and dryer on 
premises.  Please email 
joanned_02149@
yahoo.com for inquiries.  

LANDSCAPING
SNOW 

REMOVAL

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory
2 col. x 1 inch

$120.00
For 3 Months

($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL  781-485-0588 x110 OR EMAIL 

KBRIGHT@
REVEREJOURNAL.COM

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

ASPHALT/PAVING

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

SONNY’S
SNOW 

REMOVAL
& ROOFING

Residential 
& Commercial

• Snow & Ice Removal
• All type Roofing & 

Repairs
• Licensed & Insured

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297
santinosroofing33@gmail.com

PLUMBING

CALL

Grocery Shoppers need-
ed immediately part-
time in Revere, Chelsea, 
Everett, Winthrop, 
Somerville, Cambridge. 
Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 

per delivery.  Call 508-
643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.
com 
————————————
In Home Personal Care 
Attendant

Needed Assorted Hours 
For handicap female
Light housekeeping/ 
cooking involved
Call Susan
617-389-6190

Man charged for having
illegal firearms at Encore

A New Hampshire 
man has been indicted in 
connection with illegally 
possessing two firearms 
and three large capacity 
magazines and allegedly 
intending to sell narcotics 
at Encore Boston Harbor, 
Attorney General Maura 
Healey announced today. 

Matthew Gorman, 32, 
of New Hampshire, was 
indicted Thursday, Feb. 
11, by a Middlesex Coun-
ty Grand Jury on Posses-
sion of a Large Capacity 
Firearm (2 counts), Pos-
session of a Large Ca-
pacity Feeding Device 
(3 counts), Possession of 
a Firearm Without a Li-
cense Outside Home Or 
Business (2 counts), and 
Possession of a Loaded 
Firearm (2 counts), as 
well as Possession with 
Intent to Distribute a 
Class B Substance (Meth-
amphetamine) (1 count). 

He will be arraigned in 
Middlesex Superior Court 
at a later date. 

Pursuant to an investi-
gation by the Massachu-
setts State Police Gam-
ing Enforcement Unit at 
Encore Boston Harbor, 
Gorman was stopped in a 
motor vehicle on the ca-
sino premises and found 
to be in illegal posses-
sion of two semi-auto-
matic pistols and three 
large capacity magazines. 
Gorman is also alleged to 
have been in possession 

of a controlled substance, 
methamphetamine, which 
authorities allege he was 
intending to distribute. 

All of these charges are 
allegations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 

AG Healey’s Gaming 
Enforcement Division has 
a dedicated group of pros-
ecutors and investigators 
who enforce the state’s 
Expanded Gaming Act of 
2011 and investigate and 
prosecute illegal activity 
such as gaming-related 
financial crime, orga-
nized crime, corruption 
and money laundering, 
including the majority of 
criminal activity occur-
ring at the state’s casinos. 

The case is being 
prosecuted by Assistant 
Attorney General Emil 
A. Ata and Assistant At-
torney General Kristyn 
Dusel Kelly, both of AG 
Healey’s Gaming En-
forcement Division, with 
assistance from Digital 
Evidence Analyst Jobal 
Thomas of the AG’s Dig-
ital Evidence Lab. The 
case was investigated by 
the Massachusetts State 
Police Gaming Enforce-
ment Unit at Encore Bos-
ton Harbor with assistance 
from the Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission, En-
core Boston Harbor, Ev-
erett Police Department, 
and Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office.

An MS-13 member 
pleaded guilty on Friday, 
Feb. 12, in Boston feder-
al court and admitted to 
his participation in a 2018 
murder in Lynn.

Eliseo Vaquerano Ca-
nas, a/k/a “Peligroso,” 21, 
a national of El Salvador, 
pleaded guilty to conspir-
acy to conduct enterprise 
affairs through a pattern 
of racketeering activity, 
more commonly referred 
to as RICO or racketeer-
ing conspiracy. As part of 
his guilty plea, Vaquerano 
Canas admitted that his 
racketeering activity in-
volved the July 30, 2018 
murder of a 17-year-old 
boy in Lynn.  U.S. Senior 
District Court Judge Mark 
L. Wolf scheduled sen-
tencing for June 18, 2021.

MS-13 is a transnation-
al street gang operating in 
Massachusetts and numer-
ous other states, as well as 
countries such as El Sal-
vador, Honduras and Gua-
temala. MS-13 members 
follow certain core rules 
and principles, including 
that members attack and 
attempt to kill members of 
rival gangs, and members 
do not act as informants 
or cooperate with law en-
forcement.

MS-13 is organized 
in Massachusetts and 
elsewhere in the form 
of “cliques” or smaller 
groups that operate under 
the larger mantle of MS-
13. Vaquerano Canas was 
a member of the Sykos Lo-
cos Salvatrucha clique of 
MS-13. Court documents 
showed that Vaquerano 
Canas had “homeboy” 
status in MS-13, which 
is generally achieved by 
committing a significant 
act of violence.

Vaquerano Canas was 
indicted in federal court in 
2018 following an investi-
gation into the murder of 
a teenage boy whose body 
was found in a Lynn park 
on Aug. 2, 2018. The in-
juries to the victim’s body 
indicated that the victim 
had been stabbed dozens 
of times. As part of his 
guilty plea, Vaquerano 
Canas admitted that on or 
about July 30, 2018, he 
participated in that mur-
der while a member of the 
MS-13 gang. 

Vaquerano Canas fac-
es a sentence of up to life 
in prison. He will also 
be subject to deportation 
upon the completion of his 
sentence.

MS-13 member pleads guilty

The Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston (MFA), has 
announced that  “Monet 
and Boston: Lasting Im-
pression” has been extend-
ed through March 28. 

The popular exhi-
bition, which offers a 
once - in -a -gene ra t ion 
chance to see all 35 of the 
Museum’s oil paintings 
by Claude Monet (1840–
1926), has sold out its 
entire run to date. March 
tickets went on sale Feb. 
16 at noon for MFA mem-
bers, and February 17 at 10 
a.m. for nonmembers. 

Monet found extraor-
dinary beauty in settings 
both mundane and ma-
jestic, and he shared that 
vision—that enthusiasm 
for the here and now—in 
paintings that changed the 
course of art. Perhaps no 
other artist has captured 
Boston’s imagination as 
enduringly as the beloved 
Impressionist master. On 
view together for the first 
time in a generation, the 
MFA’s 35 Monet paint-

Monet exhibit continues at MFA

Grainstack (Sunset), 1891, Claude Monet. Oil on canvas.

ings  are joined by select 
loans from private col-
lections and works from 
the MFA’s broader hold-
ings, including 19th-cen-
tury Japanese woodblock 

prints and European 
paintings that Monet ad-
mired and emulated. The 
exhibition charts the de-
velopment of Monet’s 
incomparable vision and 

revolutionary technique, 
while also reflecting on 
Boston’s enduring com-
mitment to the painter and 
his art.
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Gift Subscription Available
$30 In Town         $60 Out of Town

Call 781-485-0588
Or Drop by our office, 385 Broadway, Revere MA

I 
CHELSEA

Share in the Love 

with a Chelsea Record 

SubscriptionGive the 

Gift that 

Comes 52 

times a year!

As the cold winter months bear down and the COVID-19 pandemic rages 
on, let us get your message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our January editions.

Share upcoming specials and offerings 
from your business!

Share a message of support with the 
community!

In Real Estate? Share your rentals and 
homes for sale!

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Keep Your Name in the News!Keep Your Name in the News!

FebruaryFebruary
SpecialSpecial

2x2 Biz. Card size
ONLY $65/wk
2 week minimum

MALDEN CATHOLIC HOLDS ROLLING RALLY FOR ACCEPTED STUDENTS
Photos & Story by Marianne Salza

Malden Catholic High 
School (MC) held an Ac-
cepted Students Rolling 
Rally on February 13 to 
welcome the incoming 
Class of 2025. Families 
paraded in line through 
the back parking lot, 
honking their horns in 
celebration to begin the 
spirited festivities that in-
cluded triumphant music 
and a performance by the 
MC cheerleaders. 

“This has been an 
outstanding enrollment 
season,” announced Mr. 
John Thornburg, Head-
master. “We are up to 
140 students enrolled.” 

Scholars filed individ-
ually through a line of 
applauding cheerleaders 
as their names were an-
nounced.  With a burst of 
confetti, Mr. Thornburg 
presented each student 
with a certificate of ad-
mission on stage. 

“Malden Catholic is 
the only school in the 
area that has continued to 
hold in-person classes,” 
explained Mr. Thorn-
burg. “What Malden 
Catholic has to offer can-
not be delayed.”

Students received a 
special $500 waived reg-
istration fee, and Malden 
Catholic backpack gift 
for registering. 

Morgan Hardy, holding her certificate of admission.Isabella Mejia, of Revere, with her family, sitting in the pa-
rade line of cars for the Accepted Students Rolling Rally.

Valentina Tate, of Revere, walking through a line of cheer-
leaders.

Peter Walsh, holding his certificate of admission, with 
Headmaster Thornburg.

Isabella Mejia receiving her MC backpack gift for register-
ing

Lopi, as the Lancer mascot, and juniors, Khloe Camblin and 
Lily Baglio, bursting confetti into the air as each student 
walked on stage

Cheerleaders performing during the opening celebration of the Accepted Students Roll-
ing Rally.

Headmaster, Mr. John 
Thornburg, welcoming the 
Malden Catholic Class of 
2025.
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