
By Seth Daniel

With five requests to 
the Chelsea Funeral Fund 
since Dec. 30, includ-
ing one of Monday for a 
COVID-19 death, Father 
Edgar Duarte of St. Luke’s 
Church warned the City 
Council that it is in dan-
ger of being depleted very 
soon if no action is taken.

The Funeral Fund was 
established originally in 
June to help residents 
provide a burial for unex-
pected deaths during the 
COVID-19, and many 
from community organi-
zations and City govern-
ment have referred those 
in need of funeral money 
to Father Edgar and the 
Fund. Families are able 
to access $1,700 for re-
ferrals, and Father Edgar 
most of the time donates 
his services to officiate 
over the burial.

Father Edgar said there 
had been 12 families 

that have been helped at 
a cost of $20,000 since 
COVID-19 hit, but he said 
there has been a major up-
tick in requests since the 
end of 2020 and the Fund 
is in danger of running out 
of money.

“The objective of the 
fund is to help residents 
provide a dignified burial 
of their dead in the worst 

of times,” he said. “One is-
sue that concerns me now 
is since Dec. 30 the num-
ber of referrals has been 
increased greatly in a short 
time.”

He said there were two 
referrals last week, and 
two the previous week. On 
Monday, La Colaborativa 
Director Gladys Vega sent 
over another referral for a 
60-year-old man that re-
cently died of COVID-19.

“At this time, the Fund 
was started with $22,000 
and is left with $8,000,” 
he told the Council. “With 
this man referred today, 
it will be left with a little 
over $6,000. We are very 
concerned that at this pace 
and with the increased 
mortality rates because of 
COVID-19, our Fund will 
dry up before our regular 
fundraising efforts can re-
plenish the Fund.”

Father Edgar and Coun-
cilor Judith Garcia put an 
order before the Council 

to provide $25,000 of City 
funds to help replenish the 
Funeral Fund.

That effort was moved 
to a Second Reading at the 
City Council on Monday 
night, with much support 
from Councilors – includ-
ing Councilor Damali Vi-
dot.

Vidot said after hav-
ing spent an hour talking 
about a $300,000 project 
to beautify the downtown, 
things like this just seemed 
so much more important.

“There are dire needs 
out there like this,” she 
said.

“We have a responsibil-
ity to help Father Edgar, 
who is doing the Lord’s 
work literally,” she said. 
“I feel what he has done 
is immeasurable and we 
should support him.”

Garcia said the Fund is 
quickly getting depleted, 
and compared to other ex-
penditures for COVID-19, 
it’s a very small amount.
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By Seth Daniel

A Boston developer 
who already has a trans-
formative, 320-unit apart-
ment building on Second 
and Vine Streets under 
review in Everett on the 
City Line has purchased 
additional land on the 
street to round out the 
project.

According to Bldup.
com, Block Properties 
purchased two other de-
velopment parcels along 
Second and Vine this 
month for $7.3 million. 
Last fall, they purchased 
the property with the 
apartment building pro-
posal for $5 million. Pres-
ident Jonathan Block said 
the new purchase com-
pletes the land holdings 
needed for the project.

The current proposal on 
2nd and Vine replaces and 
older warehouse build-
ing and is part of a com-
plete transformation that 
has happened before and 
during COVID-19 on the 
Commercial Triangle area 
of Everett and across the 
line into Chelsea as well. 

Block told the Re-
cord the industrial areas 
in Everett and Chelsea 
have a lot of energy, and 
a pro-development atmo-
sphere on either side that 
is missing in other places.

“It’s a very interesting 
area,” he said. “We had 
obviously seen some of 
the other projects con-
structed or proposed in the 
area. That, in conjunction 
with what seemed to be a 
very friendly City envi-

Developer makes $12.3 million 
move on industrial property

A rendering of the 320-unit building on 2nd and Vine 
Streets in the Commercial Triangle District of Everett at 
the City Line with Chelsea. The project is brought by Block 
Properties, of Chestnut Hill. The project is under review at 
the Everett Planning Board right now, and the developer 
has spent more than $12 million acquiring properties on 
Second Street and Vine Streets at the City Line.

See PROPERTY Page 3
Father Edgar Duarte told 
the Chelsea City Council 
that due to increased need, 
the Chelsea Funeral Fund is 
in danger of being deplet-
ed.

Father Edgar warns Chelsea Funeral Fund almost depleted

By Seth Daniel

A pilot program being 
run by MIT, the Metro-
politan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC) and the 
City of Chelsea could help 
public health officials get 
an early, pinpointed lead 
on COVID-19 outbreaks 
simply by checking what’s 
been flushed down the toi-
let. 

Though it sounds like 
gross business, the pi-

lot program piggy-backs 
on a program run by the 
MWRA where they ana-
lyze wastewater at Deer 
Island for the whole sys-
tem and have learned that 
they can predict surges in 
COVID-19 several days 
before positive tests start 
showing up. That is be-
cause the virus – like all 
other viruses – travels 
through human waste and 
shows up at treatment fa-
cilities before it shows up 

in hospitals. By detecting 
a large surges at Deer Is-
land in virus content, the 
MWRA is able to help 
public health officials pre-
pare for a likely surge in 
cases. One of the limits of 
the program is that it can 
only tell broadly that surg-
es are coming, and can-
not give any details about 
where those surges might 
be clustered.

Now Chelsea is run-

MIT Wastewater monitoring could be 
public health measure of the future

See MIT Page 3

The Josh 
Kraft Way
Street to be 
named in 
honor of 
JGBC founder

By Cary Shuman

The Chelsea City Coun-
cil voted unanimously to 
name a street in honor of 
former Jordan Boys and 
Girls Club Executive Di-
rector Josh Kraft.

Councilor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson sponsored the 
motion that will name an 
area between Maverick 
Street and Congress Ave-
nue adjacent to the club, 
“Josh Kraft Way.”

“Josh Kraft came to 
Chelsea and helped affect  
Chelsea youths in a pos-
itive, uplifting manner,” 
said Robinson. “He was 
able to deliver a state-of-
the-art Boys and Girls 
Club facility to Chelsea 
that has benefited our 
youth in so many ways. 
His leadership of the club 
was exceptional. The 
naming of this street is a 
fitting honor for a some-
one who was outstanding 
leader in our community 
for many years.”

 Kraft served as the 
founding executive direc-
tor of the Chelsea-based 
club for 15 years, leading 
the way for the construc-
tion of the new $11.2 mil-
lion clubhouse on Willow 

Congratulations to the CPD’s newest Patrol Sergeants - Star Chung (1st Asian American 
Female Sgt.), Paul Marchese (son of CPD Officer Ed Marchese – Ret.) and Jay Guido (son of 
former Revere Police Chief Jim Guido – Ret.). 
“The City is extremely lucky to have such great new supervisors,” said Chief Brian Kyes.

NEW SUPERVISORS

See KRAFT Page 6

By Seth Daniel

After several technical 
difficulties occurred and 
multiple numbers were 
pulled repeatedly (espe-
cially #839 for some rea-
son), the first lottery on 
Jan. 6 for the Rental As-
sistance Program Round 2 
was nullified.

The City re-booted the 
process and started over, 
it said. The second lottery 
took place on Jan. 7 and 
was more successful.

“We felt the first lottery 
was not fair and transpar-
ent due to technical diffi-
culties,” said City Man-
ager Tom Ambrosino. “So 
we nullified the results 
and redid the lottery.”

According to a mes-
sage to applicants from 
the City, there were tech-
nical errors and residents 
couldn’t often hear the 
broadcast online. 

Likewise, many com-
plained that the same 
numbers were being 
pulled multiple times, 

meaning there were some-
how multiple entries of 
the same numbers in the 
Jan. 6 lottery.

Many of those watch-
ing the proceedings were 
shocked and very disap-
pointed.

“I formally request that 
the City of Chelsea submit 
the process again as it is 
notable on the live broad-
cast and on the list provid-
ed of winners that the cal-
culation used was faulty 
- not providing an equal 
opportunity and fairness 
for us citizens in need,” 
wrote Villalba Alanis on 
the during the broadcast.

The lottery was re-done 
on Jan. 7, and the results 
then seemed to be much 
more consistent and fair.

This is the second Rent-
al Assistance program 
round, and those picked 
in the lottery access funds 
to help pay rent due to 
COVID-19 loss of in-
come. The first round took 
place last year and went 
off without a hitch.

Rental Assistance program hits 
a snag during lottery drawing

Technical difficulties
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The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
three new programs to 
boost internet connectivity 
statewide, including a sub-
sidy program to assist job 
seekers in the MassHire 
system that are facing a 
technology barrier. 

In addition, the Massa-

chusetts Broadband Insti-
tute (MBI) at the Mass-
Tech Collaborative will 
expand a WiFi hotspot pro-
gram statewide, deliver-
ing free high-speed access 
points to Gateway Cities, 
helping expand internet 
accessibility in areas hard-
hit economically by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The 
programs are part of the 
$774 million economic 
recovery plan announced 
by the Administration in 
October, which designated 
$9.2 million for an expan-
sion of internet access pro-
grams. Gov. Charlie Baker, 
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, ad-
ministration officials, and 
private partners made the 
announcement during an 
event held in Springfield.

The new subsidy pro-
gram, called “Mass. In-
ternet Connect,” is being 
launched this month by the 
MBI in partnership with the 
Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Develop-
ment (EOLWD), working 
with 29 MassHire one-stop 
career centers on the roll-
out of the program. The 
MBI is collaborating with 
internet service providers 
across the state, including 
Comcast, Charter, and Ver-
izon, to offer subsidies and 
devices to job seekers. The 
internet subsidies and tech-
nology support will help 
keep job seekers connected 
to critical online resources 
and job search tools.

“The internet is critical 
to those seeking a new job, 
and these new programs 
recognize and aim to help 
solve connectivity chal-

lenges for people looking 
for work,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “These in-
vestments will help to get 
and keep people connect-
ed, so they can continue 
to engage with prospec-
tive employers, access 
the trainings and services 
offered by MassHire and 
their partners, and ulti-
mately get back into the 
workforce.“

MassHire will work 
with job seekers within 
their system to identify 
technology barriers and de-
termine the best solution or 
combination of solutions, 
including:

•Online resources for 
digital literacy;

•An internet subsidy for 
those residing in a mu-
nicipality with Charter or 
Comcast access;

•A personal cellular 
hotspot from Verizon, for 
those in areas not served 
by Charter or Comcast; or

•A referral to a partner 
vendor, HiQ, which is dis-
tributing Chromebooks to 
persons that do not have 
access to a device at home 
to conduct a job search.

“For those job seekers 
interested in getting assis-
tance with their technol-
ogy barriers, the first step 
is to get into the MassHire 

system,” said Secretary of 
Labor and Workforce De-
velopment Rosalin Acos-
ta. “Being in that system 
allows us to provide the 
personalized services and 
unemployment support 
that each job seeker needs. 
These new programs will 
allow us to bridge the 
unique technology gaps 
that individual job seekers 
face, whether an afford-
ability or access issue.”

The program will run 
through June 30, with the 
state covering the cost of 
subsidies for internet ser-
vice and devices on be-
half of the job seekers. 
Job seekers must be in the 
MassHire system to take 
advantage of the Mass. 
Internet Connect program. 
MassHire resources are 
available at https://www.
mass.gov/topics/masshire. 
The MBI has participat-
ed in trainings for the 29 
MassHire one-stop career 
centers located across the 
state, preparing them to 
identify and support those 
clients facing technology 
barriers.

The Commonwealth’s 
programs will supplement 
the existing programs 
launched by providers in 
response to COVID-19 
earlier this year.

“For Massachusetts resi-
dents who are looking for a 
job, having Internet access 
is not a luxury, it’s essen-
tial to their search,” said 
Michael Caralis, Direc-
tor, Verizon Public Sec-
tor. “Verizon is commit-
ted to helping bridge the 
digital divide. Working 
with the commonwealth 
and MassHire to obtain 
hotspots and unlimited data 
for job seekers without In-
ternet access is one way 
Verizon can help with eco-
nomic recovery efforts.”  

Another new program 
being launched to address 
the economic impact of 
COVID-19 is an expansion 
of free community WiFi 
hotspots across the state, 
targeting Gateway Cities 
and outer Cape Cod towns 
that will not be served 
through private provider 
initiatives. The new sites 
will offer communities the 
opportunity to establish 
both outdoor and social-
ly-distanced indoor access 
to high-speed internet, 
helping boost free internet 
connection points for res-
idents. These new public 
hotspots will supplement 
the efforts of private pro-
viders, targeting munici-
palities where additional 
free options are needed.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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By Seth Daniel

Supt. Almi Abeyta told 
the School Committee on 
Thursday night, Jan. 7, 
that the Chelsea Public 
Schools would use the 
attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol building as a teaching 
moment for the children 
in the Chelsea Public 
Schools.

Abeyta made her state-
ment during the Jan. 7 
School Committee meet-
ing, which was the first 
meeting of the year and 
featured the swearing in 
of members and the elec-
tion of officers. The meet-
ing was held remotely.

“Moments of disagree-
ment or dissention will 
occur,” she said. “As ed-
ucators, I encourage us to 

have courageous conver-
sations with our students 
and teach that there is no 
place for hatred in our 
society. Our students are 
looking to us and how we 
respond - may we demon-
strate leadership, empa-
thy, grace and love during 
these turbulent times. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
words resonate with us 
this day, ‘Hate cannot 
drive out hate only love 
can do that.’”

Abeyta said the events 
have left many feeling 
numb and sad, and the vi-
olence broadcast around 
the world on television 
– combined with the pan-
demic – makes it an ex-
tremely challenging time 
for everyone, including 

the children in the Chelsea 
Public Schools.

She said she is advising 
teachers to have appro-
priate conversations with 
their classes about the 
democratic process and 
how to resolve conflict.

“As educators we 
should use this opportuni-
ty as a teachable moment 
to have conversations with 
our students about the 
democratic process, how 
we can resolve differenc-
es and conflicts, and how 
we can address diverse 
and sometimes conflicting 
ideology,” she said. “We 
must teach our students 
that we can disagree with-
out disliking and harming 
others. We must ensure 
that our students feel safe 

by providing respectful 
learning communities.”

She said they are stress-
ing to students that the 
Chelsea Public Schools 
welcomes and educates 
all.

•SWEARING IN ON-
LINE

The School Commit-
tee also took the oath of 
office on Thursday from 
Assistant City Clerk Pa-
tricia Lewis, and elected 
Kelly Garcia-Mirza to her 
second term as chair of the 
Committee.

The vice chair went to 
Ana Hernandez, with the 
delegate to the Council 
being Rosemarie Carlisle 
and the delegate to Shore 
Collaborative being Hen-
ry Wilson.

Supt. responds to events at the U.S. Capitol at School Committee

School Committeewoman Kelly Garcia-Mirza took the oath 
of office on Jan. 7. She was also elected to her second term 
as chair of the Committee.

School Committeewoman Ana Hernandez was chosen as 
vice chair for this term.School Committeeman Henry Wilson is shown taking the 

oath of office virtually on Jan. 7. He was chosen as the 
delegate to the Shore Collaborative as well.

The new delegate to the City Council, School Committee-
woman Rosemarie Carlisle took the oath of office virtually 
on Jan. 7.

Baker-Polito administration announced the launch of programs to boost internet connectivity

By Seth Daniel

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda proposed form-
ing an Advisory Commit-
tee at Monday’s Council 
meeting to begin looking 
at the district lines, only to 
withdraw the proposal after 
20 minutes of contentious 
discussion and move to 
form the Committee with-
out a vote.

“I move to withdraw,” 
said a frustrated Avella-
neda, after numerous re-
peated questions stood in 
the way of the vote on the 
matter.

“I’m going to do it any-
way so it doesn’t matter,” 
he said.

Avellaneda, as president, 
has the power to form such 
a Committee without a 
vote of the Council, but on 
Monday night he brought 
the matter to the body and 
requested a vote out of 
courtesy, he said.

The idea was to get a 

jump on the redistricting 
process locally and form 
a Council Committee to 
start working with City 
officials on balancing out 
the boundaries. He nom-
inated to the Committee 
himself, Councillor Leo 
Robinson and Councillor 
Calvin Brown. Redistrict-
ing is done every 10 years 
following the results of the 
Census, which are due to 
be delivered to the City in 
May. From there, the City 
has to look at the numbers 
of people in each area and 
try to balance the districts 
street by street so they have 
a nearly equal amount of 
people in each district. The 
new district lines wouldn’t 
be effective in a City Elec-
tion until 2023.

Avellaneda said he nom-
inated himself and Robin-
son as they were two at-
large councillors and new 
boundaries wouldn’t affect 
them. Meanwhile, Brown 
has experience with re-

districting working in the 
Secretary of State’s Office, 
and his district – District 
8 – doesn’t appear to have 
any changes in store. All 
three had participated in 
the re-districting process in 
2010 also, though that was 
under the oversight of the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
– who still had a decree 
over the election process in 
Chelsea due to a lack of di-
versity on the Council and 
School Committee at that 
time.

The plan was met with 
pushback quickly from 
Councillor Damali Vidot 
and Giovanni Recupero.

Vidot said she was sus-
pect about the plan and 
felt there was more to it, 
especially since she was 
the third at-large councillor 
and was left off the Com-
mittee.

“My point is I am the 
third at-large councillor,” 
she said. “It appears sus-
pect to me and I’ll abso-

lutely be voting ‘no.’ The 
only difference I can see 
between myself and the 
other two at-large members 
is I recently had a state rep 
race and I don’t want this to 
be politicized.”

Said Avellaneda, “We 
are not starting anything 
up. This is the way it’s been 
done. The reason why this 
was not done this way 10 
years ago under Jay Ash is 
we had the overseer of the 
Department of Justice in 
place. It is the role and job 
of the City Council to ap-
prove these lines every 10 
years after a Census. Every 
City does it this way. We’re 
not doing anything differ-
ent. The difference is may-
be I’m being a little pro-ac-
tive to get the ball rolling.”

Robinson said the effort 
is done with great oversight 
and the City Departments 
would be coming up with 
the plan – with the input 
of the Council Committee 
– and then the full Council 

would have to vote on the 
plan.

City Solicitor Cher-
yl Fisher Watson said the 
Council is the ultimate 
authority on the matter, 
no matter what advice the 
Committee would give 
during the re-drawing pro-
cess. She said 10 years ago 
they drew the lines, and the 
Council sent the plan back 
to the City to revise. After 
a revision, it was then ap-
proved by the Council.

Brown said it will be 
a challenge, but it’s nec-
essary, and the Council 
should have voices at the 
table during the working 
sessions.

“It’s a challenge we have 
to take on,” he said. “It will 
be overseen by eye beyond 
Chelsea. There’s a lot of 
oversight.”

•DIVERSITY HIRING 
COMMITTEE FORMED

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino announced he has 
named most of the Inter-

view Committee for the 
Office of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion (DEI) hir-
ing process. He said he is 
only awaiting the Council 
to name two members to 
join the team, and the work 
would start immediately.

They would be charged 
with collecting resumes for 
the new director, check-
ing resumes, interviewing 
candidates and forwarding 
a list of finalists. He ex-
pected their work would be 
completed in a maximum 
of 45 days.

Members of the Inter-
view Committee are City 
Solicitor Cheryl Fisher 
Watson, DPW Director 
Fidel Maltez, Human Re-
sources Director Dana 
Carey, Chelsea Schools 
Director Aaron Jennings, 
Chelsea Black Community 
President Joan Cromwell, 
Sharon Caulfield of BHCC, 
and Sylvia Ramirez of La 
Colaborativa.

Avellaneda delves into re-districting, withdraws proposal after discussion
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Shenkin, Brian          Barrett, Donna 17 Addison St                 $563,000
Curtin RET                Bleck, Olaf 24 Breakwater Dr #24            $595,000
Akatsuka, Neal K        Dilorenzo, Victoria C 81 Broadway #8              $447,000
Murphy, Joseph Henry, Francis 100 Commandants Way #205 $315,000
Lopes, Mario W      Katherine Hm Improvement 31 John St                    $525,000
Babb, Shavar             Vaillancourt, Ross 10 Pembroke St #1           $385,000
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 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

CCaallll  ttoo  SScchheedduullee  yyoouurr  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt!!
• Inspection station
• tire services
• brakes & fluids

Winterize 
for your 
2021 road 

trip

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

Celebrate Catholic
Schools Week 2021

  January 31 -February 6
#CSW21

Publishing January 27 & 28
3x5 or 2x8 Color $200.00 Per Paper
3x5 or 2x8 Color $750.00 4 Papers

3x5 or 2x8 Color $1,000.00 8 Papers
The Revere Journal • The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Chelsea Record
Everett Independent • East Boston Times Free Press • Lynn Journal

Charlestown Patriot Bridge • North End Regional Review

Deadline: Thursday, January 22nd
Email your rep.  or call 781-485-0588
Kathy Bright - kbright@reverejournal.com
Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com

Maureen DiBella - mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
Sioux Gerow - charlestownads@hotmail.com

This year's theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” Catholic schools have 
a specific purpose to form students to be good citizens of the world, love God and neighbor 

and enrich society with the leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.
  As communities of faith, Catholic schools instill in students their destiny to become saints.  

Academic excellence is the hallmark of Catholic education intentionally directed to the 
growth of the whole person – mind, body and spirit.  Finally, service is fundamental to 

Catholic education and the core of Catholic discipleship.  Service is intended to help form 
people who are not only witnesses to Catholic social teaching, but also active participants 

through social learning.

DISTICTWIDE
•The Chelsea REACH 

Program ended 2020 by 
collecting over 200 toys to 
donate for Chelsea fami-
lies and collaborated with 
La Colaborativa to distrib-
ute them. We also had our 
last open mic for the 2020 
year. We look forward to 
starting 2021 again with 
our writing workshops 
and monthly open mics! 
On behalf of REACH we 
wish you a Happy New 
Year.

ELC UPDATES
•Ms. Lindsay and Mr. 

Jose’s class had fun before 
the break making fake 
snow, reindeer shapes, 
and receiving special gifts 
on a snowy day!  Happy 
Holiday and Happy New 
Year to our Busy Bees at 
the ELC.

KELLY SCHOOL 
UPDATES

•The Kelly School 
staff made the most of 
the two welcome-back 
professional development 
days, working to grow 
self-awareness of how 
personal identities affect 
interactions at school, and 
to add to the repertoire of 
teaching moves that grow 
students’ expressive lan-
guage and empower them 
as “expert learners.”

•The Caminos Program 
has GROWN up into 5th 
and 6th grades -- and those 
kids have grown too. The 
Kelly School thanks the 
CPS Finance and Facil-
ities teams for investing 
in new “right-size” furni-
ture for 5th and 6th grade 
classrooms. There’s no 
more crowding tall pre-
teen knees under an ele-
mentary-sized table.

SOKOLOWSKI 
SCHOOL UPDATES

•Every year, the first 
grade team organizes 
a Gingerbread Day during 
the holiday season. Stu-
dents usually engage 
in holiday crafts, read 
alouds, sing alongs, and 
play games together. This 
year, the school was proud 
to host the 1st Virtual Gin-

gerbread Day. All first 
graders spent time in 5 
different centers: a move-
ment center, engineering 
a gingerbread man trap, 
how to draw a gingerbread 
man, how to write steps to 
catch a gingerbread man, 
and building a ginger-
bread house with math 
shapes. The school ended 
its day with Mr. Meyers 
and Mr. Machado reading 
aloud The Gingerbread 
Man Loose in the School.

•Is there a better way to 
ring in the year than sing-
ing and dancing togeth-
er?  Well, that’s exactly 
what happened on Mon-
day, Jan 4. The Sokolows-
ki invited Veronica Ro-
bles to help start the New 
Year on the right foot. Ve-
ronica is a female Maria-
chi singer and a cultural 
icon for Latinos in Boston. 
She is also the co-founder 
and director of the Veroni-
ca Robles Cultural Center, 
a non-profit organization 
that supports communi-
ty action offering Latin 
American arts and cul-
ture programs while also 
providing jobs for youth. 
With her roots in Chelsea, 
Veronica was able to en-
lighten all of us about the 
importance of celebrating 
differences! She also led 
us in sing-alongs and got 
everyone up and dancing.

•Mr. F’s third grade 
class had two special 
guests this week - Jayde 
and Kyle Umemba. Jayde 
and Kyle are activists 
from Chelsea who are 
working to make Chelsea 

better for everyone. They 
talked to students about 
why they love Chelsea 
and told them about their 
work organizing protests 
for Black Lives Matter. 
Students also got to share 
MLK Jr.-inspired poems 
with them. It was great 
having Jayde and Kyle on 
Zoom. Special thanks to 
Cesar Castro for helping 
set this up.

CHELSEA 
OPPORTUNITY 

ACADEMY 
UPDATES

•Prior to vacation, stu-
dents and staff members 
from the Chelsea Opportu-
nity Academy participated 
in an outdoor, socially dis-
tanced holiday event. The 
COA family got together 
and enjoyed some hot 
chocolate and other holi-
day treats, discussed hol-
iday traditions, and made 
plans for a great new year. 
Students left with smiles 
and new COA sweatshirts.

After vacation, 
COA welcomed four 
grant-funded Dropout Pre-
vention Specialists to the 
COA family. These new 
staff members - JJ, Andy, 
Juliana, and Francisco - 
are all COA alumni who 
are returning to school to 
help with outreach to stu-
dents and supervision of 
remote learning support 
centers.  This Wednesday, 
Specialists worked with 
COA administration to 
learn the ins and outs of 
the staff side of COA. 

Chelsea sChool Update

ACCEPTED TO HARVARD UNIVERSITY
The School Committee heard big news from its Student 
Representative Richard Flores. Flores received early accep-
tance to Harvard University recently. We are super proud 
of Richard and this amazing accomplishment, said the 
Committee.

ronment for development 
with zoning changes and 
a pro-development atmo-
sphere, it really appealed 
to us for our next project. 
It’s a place to be for a long 
time.”

Block Properties has 
been constructing and 
managing residential proj-
ects all over Greater Bos-
ton, noting Somerville as 
an area they have concen-
trated on.

Block said it might be 
hard for those in Everett, 
Chelsea or other long-time 
residents to see the poten-
tial value right now, but he 
said the area is a gem and 
has a lot of momentum 
with numerous projects 
on the Everett and Chel-
sea sides – as well as the 
potential extension of the 
Silver Line running right 
along Second Street in the 
near-future.

“It’s hard to see the 
future when you walk 
through there now,” he 
said. “It’s not without risk 
to us and other develop-
ers. But you have the Pi-
oneer and the proposal 
at the Stop & Shop. You 
also have the project on 
Garvey up from us and 
the Greystone project (at 
the old Wood Waste site). 
On the other side of the 

border in Chelsea there is 
also the Fairfield project. 
There’s a lot started and 
a lot coming in. There’s 
a combination of avail-
ability of land and parcels 
along with a pro-develop-
ment atmosphere.”

Block also said there’s 
a lot more difficulty de-
veloping in some other 
places, particularly as de-
velopers scour the region 
for good residential sites.

“Other developers in 
Cambridge or Somerville 
or other submarkets are 
looking for the next area 
and I think this checks 
a lot of boxes,” he said. 
“It’s not going to be trans-
formed a year or three 
years from now, but 10 
years from now it will 
look really different and 
for the better.”

The company had a 
hearing on Tuesday at the 
Everett Planning Board, 
and reviews are ongoing.

Last October 12, the 
Everett Planning Board 
heard an initial review of 
the project from the de-
velopment team where 
they reported a 320-unit, 
six-story apartment build-
ing with 450 parking 
spaces and 4,000 sq. ft. 
of ground floor retail. The 
project was reported to be 

an as-of-right project that 
would need no Zoning 
Board relief, a new trend 
in that district. They only 
need Site Plan Review 
from the Everett Planning 
Board and an Inclusionary 
Zoning (Affordable Hous-
ing) certification.

“Our approach is to 
make our front door on 
Second Street,” said Ta-
mara Ray, an architect 
on the team with Stantec. 
“We know that in the fu-
ture that is going to be the 
main street in the area. 
The T will probably go 
down the middle of the 
street so that’s our front 
door. We’re still in a gritty 
district now…We know 
we’re in a transformative 
district and we see our 
project as part of the trans-
formation of the neighbor-
hood.”

One unique part of the 
project is it is not a po-
dium style development 
with parking on the first 
floors. Instead, they’ll 
have a hidden parking ga-
rage.

“Our project is not a po-
dium project,” she said. 

The design of the build-
ing includes red brick on 
part of it, but also fibre ce-
ment and a lot of unique 
colors.

ning a similar program, 
but drilled down to the 
neighborhood level so 
that those analyzing the 
waste water can find out 
if a specific neighborhood 
is experiencing a surge in 
COVID-19, or any other 
virus.

The program in Chel-
sea is purely for informa-
tional purposes, and MIT, 
MAPC, an analysis lab 
and the City of Chelsea 
DPW are partnering on it. 
The program started in the 
second week of Novem-
ber, and right now they 
have two locations where 
they are monitoring waste 
water. 

Those locations are:

•Marginal and Pearls 
Streets.

•Crescent and Eastern 
Avenue.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said those two 
locations account for 25 
percent of the City’s total 
wastewater flows. They 
are hoping to add two 
more locations very soon 
that would boost their 
analysis to 40 percent of 
the city. The program is 
funded and carried out by 
MIT.

While the program 
has very real benefits for 
the purpose of public 
health monitoring in the 
COVID-19 fight, Am-
brosino said such an ex-

panded program could 
have long-term public 
health benefits.

“Long-term, if this in-
frastructure is kept be-
yond COVID-19, it’s the 
kind of infrastructure that 
could warn the City early 
of the spread of other vi-
ruses and the City could 
respond more quickly 
than currently possible,” 
he said.

City Councillor Leo 
Robinson said he was 
very interested in the pro-
gram on Monday night at 
the Council meeting, and 
asked to be updated fre-
quently on the matter.

MIT / Continued from page 1
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WE MUST NEVER FORGET 
THE LEGACY OF 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR.

As we were watching on TV the dramatic events 
unfold in Washington last week when the Trump Mob 
stormed the Capitol, threatening the lives of the Vice 
President, members of Congress, and the police who 
tried to hold them back (and actually murdering one of 
the members of the Capitol Police), the image of a gath-
ering 58 years earlier in August, 1963, illuminated our 
mind’s eye.

We are referring to the March on Washington, when 
more than 250,000 Americans from all across the coun-
try gathered at the Lincoln Memorial on a steamy sum-
mer day to demand “jobs and freedom,” an event that 
was climaxed by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s immortal 
“I Have a Dream” speech.

The March on Washington was famous not only for 
Dr. King’s iconic words, but also because the unprec-
edented mass gathering of Americans was completely 
peaceful. Pundits and others had predicted rioting, but 
there were no arrests, no incidents, no violence -- a stark 
contrast to the events of last Wednesday perpetrated by 
Trump’s Mob.

The March on Washington and Dr. King’s subsequent 
peaceful protests galvanized support for the goals of 
“jobs and freedom,” eventually resulting in laws such 
as the Voting Rights Act and the Civil Rights Act that 
ended segregation in the South and discrimination in the 
North.

We would note that even the best efforts of a revered 
figure such as Dr. King could not stem the tide of vio-
lent rioting that marked the 1960s, most notably Watts 
in 1965, Detroit in 1967, and Chicago in 1968.

Yet Dr. King’s legacy of peaceful protest is what en-
dures today.

For those of us old enough to remember the 1960s, 
it’s hard to believe that it has been almost 53 years since 
Dr. King was assassinated while he was standing on a 
balcony in a motel room in Memphis. Dr. King was in 
Memphis to show his solidarity with striking city trash 
collection workers.

Every school child for the past generation knows well 
the story of Dr. Martin Luther King. But an elementary 
school textbook cannot truly convey the extent to which 
he brought about real change in our country. To anyone 
under the age of 50, Dr. King is just another historical 
figure.

But for those of us who can recall the 1960s, a time 
when racial segregation was lawful throughout half of 
our country and a stealthy racism prevailed throughout 
the other half, Martin Luther King stands out as one of 
the great leaders in American history, a man whose stir-
ring words and perseverance to his cause changed for-
ever the historical trajectory of race relations in Ameri-
ca, a subject that some historians refer to as the Original 
Sin of the American experience.

However, as much as things have changed for the bet-
ter in the past 53 years in terms of racial equality in our 
society, the events of last Wednesday also made it  clear 
that we still have a long way to go before it can be said, 
as Dr. King put it in his speech at the Lincoln Memorial 
in 1963: “I have a dream that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where they will not be judged 
by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 
character.” 

“What would Dr. Martin Luther King do if he were 
alive today?” we often ask ourselves. We can’t say for 
sure, but we do know that although King accomplished 
much in his lifetime, he would be the first to understand 
that the work for which he gave his life still is far from 
done. 

Dr. King advocated for non-violent protest and he 
practiced what he preached. That’s a lesson that must 
be re-learned by each succeeding generation. We can 
only hope that his spirit and courage can continue to in-
spire this and future generations to bring about a world 
in which all persons are treated with fairness, dignity, 
and respect.

Dr. Glenn Mollette

Acts of violence against 
a marriage partner have 
never saved a marriage. 
Violent acts toward fam-
ily members have never 
made a family happier. 
Typically, they create 
emotional and sometimes 
physical wounds that are 
never forgotten. Too many 
families have suffered be-
cause someone in the fam-
ily became violent. 

Violence in our com-
munities and towns al-
ways results in pain, di-
vision and sometimes 
even loss of life. Violence 
typically brings the wrong 
people together to do bad 
things. No community, 
city or state needs this. 

In times of war or ene-
my aggression against our 
United States, violence 
has been necessary. Acts 
of war have never been 
pleasant.  They result in 
the loss of life and horrif-
ic debilitation of so many 
people physically and 
mentally. Most Americans 
do not want to be at war 
with anyone.

In years past, we have 
had to protect our country 
against those who sought 

to harm us. The Second 
Amendment gives Ameri-
cans the right to bear arms 
and protect ourselves. 
We are grateful for our 
military but we pray for 
peace.  None of us want 
our family members ac-
tively involved in combat 
if it can be avoided. 

Violence like we saw 
last week at the United 
States Capitol was crim-
inal. It helped no one. It 
solved nothing. Everyone 
who traveled to hear Pres-
ident Trump speak should 
have bought a nice dinner 
in D.C.  and then traveled 
back to their families. 
Unlawfully entering the 
Capitol was wrong and 
was carried out in a vio-
lent criminal way. People 
were killed. Offices were 
torn apart and doors bro-
ken down. Staffers were 
terrified for their lives. 
This should never have 
happened. Many of these 
criminals will eventually 
be arrested and spend time 
in jail. 

This act of criminal 
stupidity did nothing to 
advance or help President 
Trump. If they had stopped 
in front of the Capitol and 
given speeches, yelled, 

screamed, waved their 
signs throughout the day 
and then gone home the 
results would have been 
better. Terrorism never 
produces positive results. 
Destruction of the proper-
ty of others and the terror-
ism of people are savage 
and criminal.

This same kind of un-
necessary violence was 
seen in many of our cities 
last summer. I traveled 
to Cleveland, Ohio after 
a march had taken place 
and saw the results of acts 
of violence. I saw almost 
all of downtown Cleve-
land boarded up. Busi-
nesses were closed. Ho-
tels were closed. Very few 
restaurants were open. 
For weeks my family was 
afraid to stop in down-
town Louisville because 
of the protests and disrup-
tion occurring in the city. 

In the United States 
of America, individuals, 
groups and organizations 
have the absolute right 
to march, protest and ex-
ercise their free speech. 
However, the destruction 
of buildings and business-
es are acts of violence and 
are criminal. The people 
who shut down sections 

of cities throughout our 
country should be arrest-
ed for their behavior. An 
acquaintance, who lived 
outside Seattle for many 
years, was terrified to 
travel back to that city last 
year. 

Violence against Dem-
ocrats or Republicans will 
not bring this country back 
together. Invasion and vi-
olence against the Capitol 
solved nothing but ruined 
some lives. Violence will 
not change the results of 
the election. Joe Biden 
will be the President of the 
United States for the next 
four years. 

March, protest, yell, 
scream and financially 
support organizations who 
promote your point of 
view. But please, put your 
guns, pipe bombs and ha-
tred away.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Is-
sues and Common Sense 
opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each 
week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs 
across the United States.

Please, stop the violence

Guest Op-ed

RICK CROMWELL

The Chelsea community lost one of our good ones 
with the sudden passing of Maurice “Rick” Cromwell 
Jr. on New Year’s Eve.

Rick was a lifelong Chelsea resident who enjoyed a 
long and successful career in the food and hospitality 
industry.

Beyond his professional accomplishments however, 
Rick was a cherished member of the large and extended 
Cromwell family that has been an integral part of the 
fabric of our community for decades.

When we recall Ricky as a young man playing in the 
Chelsea Summer Basketball League on the steamy as-
phalt courts at the old Merritt and Highland Parks, being 
cheered on by his late mom, Madeline, and his lovely 
sisters and other family members, it makes us realize 
how quickly time flies -- and that family bonds last for-
ever.

Although Rick had suffered from health issues in his 
later years, he always remained the affable and dapper 
man whose presence in any situation was a joy.

We know we join with all of our fellow Chelsea resi-
dents in extending our condolences to his children, Mau-
rice III and Lauricia, his wonderful sisters and brothers, 
and his many other family members. He will be missed 
by all of us who knew and loved him.

May he rest in peace.
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By Seth Daniel

If one needs toys for Christmas this year, don’t call Gladys Vega this time.

Instead, call her daugh-ter, Councilor Melinda Vega-Maldonado, and her niece, School Commit-tee Chair Kelly Garcia, 

among other volunteers.Councilor Maldonado said she and her mother, Vega, were talking about the need in Chelsea this Christmas, and the fact that the Three Kings cel-ebration had to be can-celled. To take some of the pressure off the Colabora-tiva, Maldonado and her extended family decided 
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THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOUSE???

Last week Santa took a little time off from his busy schedule to stop by Chelsea Com-

munity Cable TV, located at 38 Country Road. Santa read his favorite bedtime story, The 

Night Before Christmas. Santa read the story in Spanish, so many children could enjoy this 

version of the classic story. He is returning later this month to re-read it in English for the 

other children to enjoy as well.Thanks to the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce, Santa found his way to the station and 

made lots of local children very happy at this this time during the pandemic. 

The members of the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce wish to extend a Happy and Safe 

Holiday Season to one and all.
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SANTA VISITS CHELSEA COMMUNITY CABLE TV

Our final two issues of 2020 will be published a day early and available on 
12/23 and 12/30Happy Holidays!

Kelly Garcia will seek 
another term

By Seth Daniel

School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia said 2020 was like no other time to be the leader of the Chelsea School Commit-tee, but she said despite the challenges and time commitment, she will be pursuing a second term as chair.
Garcia became chair at the beginning of 2020, and at the time it was expected to be a year extraordinary funding from the Student Opportunity Act to come through and repair a dis-trict that had been gutted with cutbacks over the past five years. Then COVID-19 hit, 

By Seth Daniel

Boston Medical Center (BMC) received the ar-ea’s first doses of the Pfiz-er-BioNTech COVID19 vaccine on Monday morn-ing, taking it into cold storage immediately and, on Wednesday, beginning the first rounds of vaccina-tions on staff members.Mass General Brigham followed suit on Tuesday, receiving 9,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine and put-ting it in storage as well. On Wednesday, priori-tized employees began to be vaccinated.At Mass General, the first vaccination was giv-en to Registered Nurse Belza Betancur, a Chelsea resident, on Wednesday 

morning by Ellen O’Con-nor.
At BMC, Registered Nurse Cheryl Tull was the first BMC employee to get the vaccine around 9 a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 16. She is also the Associate Chief Nursing Officer at the hospital. The first five vaccinations at BMC were given to Tull, a Family medicine doctor, an Infec-tious Diseases doctor, a respiratory therapist, and an environmental services employee whose job it is to disinfect patient rooms.BMC said it expects to vaccinate 1,000 employ-ees through Saturday, and a total of 2,000 by the end of next week. In the next 

MGH, BMC receive first doses of COVID 
vaccine, being immunizing employees

Shot heard...

By Cary Shuman

The process to select the City of Chelsea’s first-ever diversity, equity, and inclusion officer is in high gear, with the posi-tion attracting numerous candidates.
The City Council made a decision to bring the se-lection process in-house, opting not to hire an out-side entity that would have cost the city approximate-ly $20,000.City Manager Thomas Ambrosino said the full-time position is being widely advertised and the city will accept applica-

tions until Dec. 18.“We’ve already re-ceived a significant num-ber of applications,” said Ambrosino.Following Friday’s deadline for applications, Ambrosino will put to-gether an interview com-mittee consisting of three members of his adminis-tration, three residents of Chelsea, two city council-lors, and Dr. Aaron Jen-nings, equity, diversity, and excellence officer for the Chelsea school dis-trict. That group will be tasked with reviewing the 

See VACCINE Page 2

PHOTO BY BOSTON MEDICAL CENTER

Registered Nurse Cheryl Tull, an Associate Chief Nursing 

Officer, was the first employee of Boston Medical Center in 

the South End to get the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at 9 a.m. 

Wednesday morning, Dec. 16.

Chelsea diversity, inclusion, equity officer
interview and selection process continues

High gear

See DIVERSITY Page 2

Avellaneda says he has votes to be Council 
President again

By Seth Daniel

Council President Roy Avellaneda announced that he believes he will have the votes to be Coun-cil President again when the body takes its annual Organizational Vote on Monday evening.Avellaneda became president last winter pri-or to COVID-19, and has taken a steady hand in helping lead the Council and the City through the unprecedented era of food pantries, business assis-tance, rental programs and other numerous ways to help the residents.He even for a time con-verted his own café in Cary Square to a pop up food pantry.“I think I’m going to re-main being Council Pres-ident again,” he said this week. “We’re going to 

See GARCIA Page 2

See AVELLANEDA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

City Councilor Damali Vidot said she is calling on the medical professionals in the state and in Chelsea to provide residents with more information about the coming COVID-19 vaccines, and she said as of now, she is skeptical of it even though she has an auto-immune disorder.Vidot said she was re-cently asked if – as a com-munity leader – she would advocate for residents to get the COVID vaccines.

“I said ‘no,’” she said. “I feel it would be irrespon-sible for me to encourage people to go get the same vaccine that I have con-cerns about…I do feel if the vaccine does work and it’s safe, Chelsea should be prioritized, but at the same time right now we need to be educating people about the differences between Pfizer and Moderna and Johnson & Johnson. We need to know the data. We shouldn’t blindly go into something, and I won’t en-courage that, and just have 

people get injected with something blindly.”She said the fact that the Operation Warp Speed vaccine program was run by the Trump Administra-tion brings doubts into a lot of people in the com-munity of Chelsea, and she said having a medical professional explain what has happened would be a good way to combat that.“In my personal ex-perience I don’t trust the vaccine because I don’t 

Councilor Vidot calls for more information before vaccinations

See VIDOT Page 7
Councilor Vega-Maldonado, Chair Garcia combine to sponsor toy drive

Councilor Melinda Vega-Maldonado, Nathan Vega, Tanaira 

Vega, Yasmin Garmendia and School Committee Chair Kelly 

Garcia preparing to wrap presents for the toy drive.

See TOY DRIVE Page 5

The MBTA is remind-
ing customers that, as 
of January 23, MBTA 
Commuter Rail sched-
ules take effect which 
were approved in Decem-
ber 2020 by the MBTA’s 
Fiscal and Management 
Control Board (FMCB). 
It represents an increase 
in weekday service levels 
from the current schedule 
and provides more than 50 
percent of weekday ser-
vice levels from the same 
time last year, while cur-
rent ridership levels are 
approximately 10 percent. 

As part of the Board’s 
direction to align ser-
vice with ridership while 
maintaining access for 
transit-critical commu-
nities, effective January 
23, 2021, Commuter Rail 
weekend service will 
only run on select lines 
and weekday service will 
increase slightly. New 
Winter Service Schedules 
will be available at www.
MBTA.com on January 
15, 2021, and print copies 
will be available at major 
stations starting the week 
of January 18, 2021. The 
Reduced Service Schedule 
currently in place will re-
main through January 22, 
2021.

The new Winter Service 
Schedule starts to align 
service with the lower 
ridership levels experi-
enced during the COVD-
19 pandemic. Beginning 
January 23, 2021, Com-
muter Rail will only offer 
weekend service on the 
Newburyport/Rockport, 
Framingham/Worcester, 
Fairmount, Providence, 
and Middleborough Lines. 
These lines experienced 
more ridership gains over 
the last several months 
compared to other lines 
and serve transit-critical 
communities. All other 
Commuter Rail lines will 
not have weekend service. 
Ridership has remained 
low during the pandemic 
with approximately 8% 
of regular weekday rider-
ship during the morning 
rush hour period in the fall 
of 2020 compared to fall 
2019.

The new Winter Service 
Schedule includes addi-
tional trains on the Middle-
borough Line, Fairmount 
Line, and Newburyport/
Rockport Line. These 
added trains help to fill in 
service gaps that existed in 
the previous schedule and 
help to offer more consis-
tent train intervals, such as 

clockface service which 
makes riding simpler for 
passengers.

Since March, Keolis 
and the MBTA have intro-
duced new technologies, 
such as electrostatic spray-
ers, to help sanitize pas-
senger areas quickly and 
thoroughly. As part of this 
enhanced cleaning, added 
attention is given to touch 
surfaces, employee areas, 
and air filtration systems. 
All coach cars continue to 
be cleaned at least every 
24 hours as a protection 
for passengers and train 
crews.

The MBTA’s Forging 
Ahead initiative aims to 
preserve access and qual-
ity of service for tran-
sit-critical communities 
and to match service to 
existing ridership levels. 
Commuter Rail ridership 
is approximately 10% of 
its pre-COVID levels. As 
part of its Forging Ahead 
initiative, the MBTA orga-
nized a months-long pro-
cess to solicit the public’s 
input, including more than 
7,000 comments from rid-
ers and stakeholders and 
which was used to shape 
the final plan approved by 
the FMCB.

Last week, the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature 
passed breakthrough cli-
mate legislation that over-
hauls the state’s climate 
laws, drives down green-
house gas emissions, and 
creates clean energy jobs. 

The bill, An Act Cre-
ating a Next-Generation 
Roadmap for Massa-
chusetts Climate Policy, 
includes major changes 
to the way the Common-
wealth approaches state-
wide climate change 
policy and historic en-
vironmental justice lan-
guage taken from legis-
lation sponsored by State 
Senator Sal DiDomenico. 
Senator DiDomenico was 
a lead sponsor of the En-
vironmental Justice Act, 
and worked with his col-
leagues Senator Jamie 
Eldridge and Representa-
tives Liz Miranda, Adri-
an Madaro, and Michelle 
DuBois on this important 
issue throughout the last 
session.

“I am absolutely thrilled 
that these key environ-
mental justice provisions 
were included in this his-
toric climate change bill,” 
said Senator DiDomenico. 
“Time and again, cities 
like Chelsea and Everett 
have been disproportion-
ately impacted by our long 
history of short-sight-
ed environmental poli-
cies, and we have taken 
on this toxic burden for 
our entire region. Moving 
forward, this legislation 
ensures that EJ commu-
nities have a seat at the 
table and a voice when 
decisions are made that 
impact their homes and 
their health. There are 
many landmark compo-
nents of this bill, but this 
provision in particular is 
so important for our com-
munity. I am very grateful 
to the incredible EJ orga-
nizations, like Chelsea’s 
own GreenRoots for their 

fierce advocacy on this; 
their tireless work has 
yielded a big win for EJ 
communities across the 
Commonwealth.”

Critically, for the first 
very first time, this bill 
codifies environmental 
justice into Massachusetts 
law, defining Environ-
mental Justice popula-
tions and providing new 
tools and protections for 
affected neighborhoods. It 
also requires each climate 
roadmap plan to improve 
or mitigate economic, 
environmental, and pub-
lic health impacts on EJ 
populations and low- and 
moderate-income individ-
uals. 

The legislation also 
includes, among other 
items, the following pro-
visions:

•Sets a statewide net 
zero limit on greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050 
and mandates emissions 
limits every five years, as 
well as limits for specific 
sectors of the economy, 
including transportation 
and buildings.

•Requires an additional 
2,400 megawatts of off-
shore wind, building on 
previous legislation action 
and increases the total to 
5,600 megawatts in the 
Commonwealth.

•Directs the Depart-
ment of Public Utilities 
(DPU), regulator of the 
state’s electric and natu-
ral gas utilities, to balance 
priorities going forward: 
system safety, system se-
curity, reliability, afford-
ability, equity, and, sig-
nificantly, reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

•Sets appliance energy 
efficiency standards for a 
variety of common appli-
ance including plumbing, 
faucets, computers, and 
commercial appliances.

•Adopts several mea-
sures aimed at improves 
gas pipeline safety, in-

cluding increased fines for 
safety violations and reg-
ulations related to training 
and certifying utility con-
tractors. 

•Increases the Renew-
able Portfolio Standard 
(RPS) by 3 percent each 
year from 2025 – 2029, 
resulting in 40 percent re-
newable energy by 2030.

•Establishes an opt-in 
municipal net zero ener-
gy stretch code, including 
a definition of “net zero 
building.”

•Prioritizes equitable 
access to the state’s solar 
programs by low-income 
communities.

•Establishes $12 mil-
lion in annual funding for 
the Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center in order 
to create a pathway to 
the clean energy industry 
for environmental jus-
tice populations and mi-
nority-owned and wom-
en-owned businesses.

•Provides solar incen-
tives for businesses by 
exempting them from the 
net metering cap to allow 
them to install solar sys-
tems on their premises to 
help offset their electricity 
use and save money.

•Requires utilities to in-
clude an explicit value for 
greenhouse gas reductions 
when they calculate the 
cost-effectiveness of an 
offering of MassSave.

•Creates a first-time 
greenhouse gas emissions 
standard for municipal 
lighting plants that re-
quires them to purchase 
50 percent non-emitting 
electricity by 2030 and 
“net zero” by 2050.

•Sets benchmarks for 
the adoption of clean ener-
gy technologies including 
electric vehicles, charging 
stations, solar technolo-
gy, energy storage, heat 
pumps and anaerobic di-
gestors.

The bill now awaits the 
Governor’s signature.

Commuter Rail schedule changes 
approved; take effect January 23

DiDomenico’s environmental justice bill 
included in landmark climate change legislation

CHELSEA 
RECREATION 
ANNOUNCES FREE 
SPRING ONLINE 
CLASSES

Chelsea Recre-
ation which includes 
Community Schools pro-
gramming is offering free 
online spring classes to 
all residents who register 
beginning January 12 at 
4pm . There are classes in 
martial arts for ages 3.5-
12, ballet, art, music and 
adult cardio. Learn about 
safety around water with 
Longfellow’s WHALE 
Tales , the process of buy-
ing a home, take one of 
our popular Spanish or 
English language classes 
or participate in our Val-
entine’s Day Virtual Fit-
ness Challenge.  Those 
interested have three 
easy ways to register: by 
email: recreation@chel-
seama.gov,  phone 617 
466-5233, 4-8:30pm; or 
online at register.commu-
nitypass.net/Chelsea.

Visit recreation.chel-
seama.gov for more infor-
mation.

VACANCIES ON 
VARIOUS BOARDS, 
COMMISSIONS

Pursuant to the City of 
Chelsea Charter, Section 
9-5(d), this is a Notice of 
all Board and Commis-
sion upcoming vacancies 
in the City of Chelsea 
through June 30, 2021.

During that timeframe, 
openings will occur in 
the following Boards and 
Commissions:

The Board of Asses-
sors; the Board of Health; 
the Board of Library 
Trustees; Board of Regis-
trars of Voters; The Com-
munity Schools Advisory 
Board; The Conservation 
Commission; The Coun-
cil on Elder Affairs; The 
Cultural Council; The 
Chelsea Disability Com-
mission; The Economic 
Development Board; The 
Historical Commission; 
The Licensing Commis-
sion; The Traffic &amp; 
Parking Commission; the 
Zoning Board of Appeals; 
and the Youth Commis-
sion. Information about 
each of these Boards is 
available at https://www.
chelseama.gov/home/pag-
es/board-openings. All of 
these Boards have three 
year terms except for the 
Economic Development 
Board, which is a five year 
term, and the Youth Com-
mission, which is a one 
year term. Those interest-
ed in applying should send 
both a letter of interest and 
a resume either by mail to 
the City Manager, Chelsea 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, Massachusetts 
02150 or by email to tam-
brosino@chelseama.gov.

Materials should be 
received by the close of 
business on Friday, Febru-
ary 5, 2021.

FOOD PANTRY  
FOR VETERANS

Contactless delivery 
and car pickup will be be-
tween 10 am and noon at 
150 Marginal St. The next 
event dates are:

•February 3, 2021

•March 3, 2021
•April 7, 2021
•May 5, 2021
Contact Veterans’ Ser-

vices if you have a ques-
tion: Francisco Toro

Email: ftoro@chelsea-
ma.gov.

ROUTE 1 HOUSING 
PROGRAM

In an effort to enhance 
and preserve the quality of 
the existing housing sup-
ply in the City of Chelsea, 
the City has premiered 
the Route 1 Housing En-
hancements Program.

The Program provides 
assistance to homeowners 
seeking to address sound 
attenuation, air quality 
improvements, and exteri-
or repairs. Targeting prop-
erties adjacent to Route 
1, the Program strives to 
mitigate the adverse pub-
lic health effects caused 
by Route 1, including, but 
not limited to, noise pollu-
tion, degraded air quality, 
and property damage that 
occurred during recent 
state construction.

Learn more about 
this program and find 
the application online at 
www.ChelseaMa.gov/
Route-1-Enhancement.

SAVE A LIFE,  
WEAR A MASK

If you see businesses or 
workplaces not comply-
ing with safety guidelines, 
please report it by calling 
the City of Chelsea 311 
(non-emergencies line) at 
617-466-4209 or visiting 
mass.gov/compliance.
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Street. He is stepping 
down as the president of 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Boston after a distin-
guished 30-year associa-
tion with the organization. 

Mark Robinson, chair 
of the JGBC Breakfast 

Series, said of Josh Kraft 
Way, “What a great and 
deserving honor!”

Robinson added, 
“Josh’s legacy is beyond 
his leadership and the 
Chelsea Clubhouse. His 
positive impact on the 

lives of hundreds of chil-
dren who passed through 
The Willow Street Club-
house and their families 
is generational for it will 
multiply to the thousands 
for years to come.  The 
Boys and Girls Club of 
Chelsea would not have 
happened without Josh 
and Chelsea will forever 
be the beneficiary.”

John Montes, program 
director at the JGBC, had 
the opportunity to work 
with Kraft at the local club 
for 20 years. He said he is 
excited that there will be 
street named in honor of 
Kraft.

“This is an amazing 
tribute to Josh,” said Mon-
tes. “He has done so much 
for this community that I 
could not think of anyone 
more deserving of this 
honor.”

Josh Kraft is the son 
of New England Patri-
ots owner Robert Kraft 
and the late Myra Kraft. 
Josh is the president of 
the New England Patriots 
Foundation.

Staff Report

The 14th annual Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Celebration in Chelsea 
will be held virtually this 
year on Monday, Jan. 18.

The event will be held 
online and those who wish 
to participate will have to 
sign up by Jan. 15 to get 
the invite to the celebra-
tion. The program will be-
gin at 10 a.m. on Jan. 18.

Rev. Sandra Whitley 
said the keynote speaker 
will be the Honorable An-
gel Kelley, who is an As-

sociate Justice of the Mas-
sachusetts Superior Court.

The program will also 
include an update on the 
Public Service Project that 
serves the homeless in the 
community – known as 
Project Opening Doors.

They will also be high-
lighting public school art, 
poetry and essay contest 
winners, Spirit Award 
winners and Young Adult 
Dreamers & Achievers 
Award winners.

To register for the event, 
go online to www.drking- chelsea2021.eventbrite.

com.

COVID-19 Testing
Safe, fast, easy, free

EBNHC provides walk-thru COVID-19 
testing to anyone who wants to be tested, 

six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston
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EBNHC provides walk-thru COVID-19 
testing to anyone who wants to be tested, 

six days a week at 79 Paris Street.  

Pre-registration required:  
Call 617-569-5800.

Monday-Friday: 8am-11:30am and 1pm-4:30pm
Saturday: 10am-1:30pm

Visit ebnhc.org/covid19 for other testing sites around Boston

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
1929 — 1968

The Ultimate measure of a man is not where he 
stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 
but where he stands at times of challenge and 

controversy.

TRANSDEL CORP.
“I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear...”

             — MLK Jr.

THE EASTERN SALT CO. (617) 884-5201 
37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

Nonviolence is a powerful and just weapon, which cuts without 
wounding and ennobles the man who wields it. It is a sword that heals. 
              — Martin Luther King, Jr.
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“Only in the darkness can 
you see the stars.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

GOV. BAKER 
HOLDS BILL 
SIGNING FOR 
PATIENT FIRST 
HEALTH CARE BILL

Gov. Charles Baker 
and Lt. Gov. Karyn Poli-
to joined Secretary of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Marylou Sudders to 
participate in a ceremoni-
al signing of S.2984, An 
Act Promoting a Resilient 
Health Care System That 
Puts Patients First.

Baker and Polito were 
also joined by Sen. Cin-
dy Friedman, Sen. Julian 
Cyr, and Senate Minori-
ty Leader Bruce Tarr to 
participate in the ceremo-
nial signing. Baker also 
acknowledged the work 
of Speaker of the House 
Ronald Mariano, Senate 
President Karen Spilka, 
and other legislators for 
their work in advancing 
this comprehensive health 
care legislation.

The new law increas-
es insurance coverage 
for telehealth services, 
expands the scope of 
practice for nurse practi-
tioners, other specialized 

nurses, and optometrists, 
and takes steps to protect 
consumers from surprise 
medical bills. Recogniz-
ing the continuing impacts 
of COVID-19, the law 
also extends requirements 
for all insurance carriers 
in Massachusetts to cov-
er COVID-19 testing and 
treatment. In addition, the 
legislation takes several 
steps to increase Mass-
Health member access to 
urgent care sites, includ-
ing eliminating referral re-
quirements before urgent 
care visits and require-
ments for care coordina-
tion with the member’s 
primary care physician.

GOV. BAKER 
SIGNS POLICE 
REFORM BILL

Gov. Charles Baker and 
Lt. Governor Karyn Poli-
to joined legislators and 
public safety officials to 
participate in a ceremonial 
signing of S.2963, An Act 
Relative to Justice, Equity 
and Accountability in Law 
Enforcement in the Com-
monwealth.

Baker and Polito were 
also joined by Senate 

President Karen Spilka, 
Speaker of the House Ron-
ald Mariano, Sen. William 
Brownsberger, Sen. Sonia 
Chang-Díaz, Rep. Claire 
Cronin, Rep. Russell 
Holmes, Rep. Chynah Ty-
ler, MA Chiefs of Police 
Association President Ed 
Dunne, and former MA 
Association of Minority 
Law Enforcement Offi-
cers President Larry El-
lison to participate in the 
ceremonial signing.

The legislation will 
create a mandatory cer-
tification process for po-
lice officers, increases 
accountability and trans-
parency in law enforce-
ment and gives police de-
partments a greater ability 
to hire or promote only 
qualified applicants. The 
new law also identifies the 
general circumstances un-
der which police officers 
can use physical force, 
and places strict limits 
on the use of so-called 
‘no-knock warrants.’ In 
addition, the legislation 
requires law enforcement 
to seek a court order when 
conducting a facial rec-
ognition search except in 
emergency situations.

From the Governor’s Desk

Gov. Charles Baker and Lt. Governor Karyn Polito joined legislators and public safety offi-
cials to participate in a ceremonial signing the Patient First Health Care and Police Reform 
bills.

The 14th Annual MLK Celebration 
will be virtual this year, Jan. 18

The Honorable Angel Kelley, 
a associate justice of the Su-
perior Court, will be the key-
note speaker for this year’s 
online MLK Celebration.

Kraft / Continued from page 1

Post Offices across the 
commonwealth will be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 
18, as our employees 
pause to celebrate Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Street 
delivery on Monday will 
be limited to guaranteed 
overnight parcels and 
there will be no collection 

of mail.
Full retail and delivery 

operations will resume 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

Postal employees will celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to 

submit engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports stories and photos 
for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 
deb@reverejournal.com



Thursday, January 14, 2021 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D  Page 7

FRANK’S AUTO
REPAIR & SALES

617-889-4456 • 617-884-8914

Congratulations 
Tony Deflumeri at 

Reggie’s Auto Repair 
on your retirement!

We at Frank’s Auto 
welcome all of Reggie’s 

customers!Inspections • Repairs 
Open Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12 noon 11 Marginal Street, Chelsea  MA

Frank (left) of Frank’s Auto shakes 

hands with Tony DeFlumeri.

State Senator Sal DiDomenico (pictured above and center top) was, once again, sworn into 
the Massachusetts State Senate last week outside the State House. DiDomenico has served 
the Middlesex and Suffolk District for the past 10 years and this ceremony was a little bit 
different than what he and his colleagues had experienced in the past. Because of the many 
COVID-19 precautions, the Senators took the oath of office from Governor Charlie Baker 
outside in a socially distant event. Senator DiDomenico said that it is special each time he 
is sworn into office. “It is an honor and privilege serving the residents of Allston, Brighton, 
Cambridge, Charlestown, Chelsea, Everett and the West End of Boston,” stated DiDomenico. 
“It is a humbling experience each time I raise my hand and take the oath, and I am extreme-
ly grateful to the residents of my district for their trust and confidence. I want to thank my 
family, staff and friends for their unwavering support, and I am excited to continue working 
with my colleagues to move our Commonwealth forward.”  After the ceremony the Senate 
met in a remote session and DiDomenico cast his vote for his friend, Senator Karen Spilka to 
continue as Senate President for this upcoming term.

DIDOMENICO SWORN 
INTO STATE SENATE

The U.S. Postal Ser-
vice will release three new 
stamps as part of 2021 
price change:

Barns, a 36-cent post-
card stamp; Brush Rabbit, 
a 20-cent additional ounce 
stamp; and Castillo de San 
Marcos, a $7.95 Priority 
Mail stamp. The stamps 
will be available begin-
ning Sunday, Jan. 24. 
There will be no national 
first-day-of-issue ceremo-
ny for these stamps.

•Barns
The U.S. Postal Ser-

vice has four new post-
card stamps that celebrate 
the beauty and history of 
American barns. The artist 
created digital paintings 
of four types of iconic 
barns found in the rural 
American landscape. With 
differing qualities of light 
and color, each piece re-
flects one of the four sea-
sons: a round barn sur-
rounded by the hazy light 
and warm colors of fall; 
a gambrel-roofed barn in 
summer; a forebay barn 
in early spring; and a 
Western barn on a win-
ter’s night. Ashley Walton 
designed the stamps with 
original artwork by Kim 
Johnson. Greg Breeding 
was the art director. 

Along the bottom of 
each stamp is the word 
“postcard,” to indicate 
their usage. These stamps 
will always be valid for 
the rate printed on them.

•Brush Rabbits 
The U.S. Postal Ser-

vice features a brush rab-
bit (Sylvilagus bachmani) 
on this additional ounce 
stamp, available in a pane 
of 20 or a coil of 100. The 
brush rabbit is a small 
brownish cottontail rab-
bit of the U.S. West Coast 
and Baja California, Mex-
ico. It lives mostly west of 
the Sierra Nevada range 

and south of the Columbia 
River, which defines the 
coastal Oregon-Washing-
ton border. The adult is 
about a foot long and gen-
erally weighs between one 
and two pounds.

The pencil-and-water-
color illustration is from 
preexisting artwork by de-
signer and illustrator Du-
gald Stermer (1936-2011). 
Art director Ethel Kessler 
designed the stamp. 

The words “additional 
ounce” on this stamp indi-
cate its usage value. This 
stamp will always be valid 
for the rate printed on it.

•Castillo de San Marcos 
The latest Priority Mail 

stamp, which bears the 
new price, celebrates the 
oldest masonry fortifica-
tion in the United States, 
the Castillo de San Mar-
cos in St. Augustine, Fla.

The stamp art features 
a digital illustration of the 
fortress based on a con-
temporary photograph. 
With a view toward the 
northeast corner of the 
fortress, the artwork cap-
tures it in the golden glow 
of sunrise over Matanzas 
Bay. Art director Greg 
Breeding designed the 
stamp with art created by 

Chicago-based graphic il-
lustrator Dan Cosgrove.

This stamp provides  a 
convenient way for cus-
tomers to pay for Priority 
Mail Flat Rate shipping 
with a single stamp. Prior-
ity Mail is the Postal Ser-
vice’s bestselling mail ser-
vice. Domestic deliveries 
arrive in one-three busi-
ness days depending on 
where a package starts and 
where it’s going. Tracking 
and insurance are includ-
ed, and shipping boxes 
and envelopes are free.

•Postal Products 
Customers may pur-

chase stamps and other 
philatelic products through 
the Postal Store at usps.
com/shopstamps, by 
calling 800-STAMP24 
(800-782-6724), by mail 
through USA Philatelic, 
or at Post Office locations 
nationwide.

Information for or-
dering first-day-of-issue 
postmarks and covers is 
at usps.com/shop.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and 
relies on the sale of post-
age, products and services 
to fund its operations.

USPS will issue new 2021 stamps for price change

One of the focuses of the new stamps will be barns.

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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To place a  memoriam in the Chelsea Record, please call 781-485-0588

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

Olivette Marie “Yvette” 
Pizzano

Of Revere, formerly of Chelsea

Olivette Marie (Dion) 
“Yvette” Pizzano, 96, 
passed away on Sunday, 
January 10 at the Light-
house Care Center in Re-
vere where she was receiv-
ing supportive care for the 
past several years.  

Born in Nashua, NH, 
she was an adoring daugh-
ter of the late Edmond and 
Olivine (Roy) Dion.  She 
grew up in Chelsea, at-
tending Our Lady of the 
Assumption School and 
Carter Jr. High School.  
She left school at an ear-
ly age to help support her 
family.  She worked for 
Modine Paint Factory and 
other paint manufacturers 
in the area. 

In1953 she wed Fred-
erick Pizzano, the late 
proprietor of Pizzano 
Hardware in Revere. To-
gether they raised their 
own family of two daugh-
ters.  Yvette was widowed 
in 1972 having shared 19 
years with her beloved 
husband.   Formerly of 
Chelsea, she resided for 
most of her life in Revere.  
She lived a quiet life, de-
voted to home, family and 
faith.  She was a former 
dedicated member of Our 
Lady of the Assumption 
Parish.

In addition to her par-
ents, Yvette was prede-
ceased by her cherished 
daughter, Michelle Piz-
zano.  She is the forev-
er loved mother of Elisa 
Brelsford and her husband, 
Dennis of

Revere; adored grand-
mother and great grand-
mother of Adam and 
Crystal Brelsford and their 
children: Adam, Jr., Alex 
and Aaron Brelsford, Seth 
and Kelly Brelsford and 
their children: Morgan and 
Benjamin, Keith Brelsford 
and his companion, Jessi-
ca and their children, Pay-
ton and Skyla; the loving 
sister to Raymond Dion 

of Lynnfield, Gerald Dion 
of New Hampshire, Paul 
Dion of Revere, Cecile 
Resca of Peabody, Yvonne 
Petrosino of Plymouth 
and the late Norman Dion 
and Theresa Erickson and 
their spouses.   She is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and nephews, ex-
tended family members 
and friends.   

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited 
to attend her funeral from 
the Welsh Funeral   Home, 
718  Broadway,   Chelsea 
on   Friday,  January  15, at  
9:30  a.m. All attendees are 
required to wear face cov-
erings, practice physical  
distancing  when greeting 
the family, pay their re-
spects and exit the funeral 
home to allow other guests 
to enter. The visitation will 
be immediately followed 
by a Funeral Mass at the 
Immaculate Conception 
Church, Beach St., Revere 
at 10:30 a.m.   

All attending Mass are 
required to provide con-
tact information, wear face 
coverings and, practice 
physical distancing while 
in church. Services will 
conclude with interment at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Ev-
erett.    

We encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card visit: www.WelshFH.
com.

Nancy Serna
July 19, 1948 – January 8, 2021

Nancy B. Serna, 72, 
passed away on Friday, 
January 8 at the Cam-
bridge Hospital after a 
very brief illness. 

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, the beloved 
daughter of the late Thom-
as and Beatrice (Walczak) 
Swope, Nancy attended 
St. Stanislaus parochial 
school and graduated from 
Chelsea High School.  She 
worked for a time with the 
Bell System before be-
coming a fulltime mother 
raising her family of three 
daughters and a son.  She 
was a resident of Chelsea 
for most of her life before 
settling in East Boston 20 
years ago.  

In her lifetime, she en-
joyed completing puz-
zles, reading and relaxing 
watching television.  She 
was the beloved mother of 
Amy DeBona and JoMa-
rie DeBona, both of East 
Boston, Nicole DeBona 
of Florida and Jonathan 
DeBona and his wife, Lis-
sette of New Hampshire;  
dear sister of Thomas 
Swope of Taunton, Allan 
Swope of Winthrop and 

the late Joseph Swope.  
She was the cherished 
grandmother of 24 and 
adoring great-grand-
mother of nine.

Her Funeral will be held 
from the Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea, today, Thurs-
day, January 14 at 9 a.m. 
followed by a Funeral 
Mass at St. Rose Church, 
600 Broadway, Chelsea 
at 10 a.m. Services will 
conclude with interment 
at Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Malden.  We encourage 
family and friends who 
wish, to offer condolenc-
es at this time by means 
of the online guest book 
or to send a personalized 
sympathy card visit: www.
WelshFH.com.

Ella Jagielski
March 6, 1925 – January 9, 2021

Ella M. Jagielski, 95, of 
Chelsea passed away on 
Saturday January 9 in the 
peaceful surroundings of 
the home where she resid-
ed in for over 57 years.  

Born in Winchester, 
Connecticut, the daughter 
of the late Andrew and 
Margaret (Kiepeicz) Hor-
vath, she attended schools 
in Torrington, Connecti-
cut.

She married Edmund 
J. Jagielski in 1951 -- he 
was the church organist at 
St. Stanislaus Church and 
a teacher in Chelsea for 
many years.

Ella worked as a Nurses 
Aide and as a Laboratory 
Assistant at the Chelsea 
Soldiers Home for almost 
30 years. In her lifetime, 
she enjoyed time with her 
family and loved nights 
out playing bingo with 
friends. 

She was widowed in 
2017 after 66 years of 
marriage with her beloved 
husband, the late Edmund 
Jagielski.

Ella was the beloved 
mother of Jacqueline 
Clark of California, Susan 
Kennedy and her husband, 
George of Illinois, Mary 
Hescock and her husband, 
Paul of Chelsea, John 
Jagielski and his wife, 
Dana of Duxbury, David 
Jagielski of Chelsea and 
Laurie Solis of Plymouth; 
cherished grandmother of 
Jennifer, Lauren, Michael, 

Matthew and Olivia and is 
also lovingly survived by 
her great grandchildren:, 
Hannah, Natalie, Brendan 
and Grace. She was also 
the mother of Sandra Bai-
ley of West Melbourne, 
Florida, James White of 
Enfield, Connecticut, and 
Charlotte Tabin of Aga-
wam from a previous 
marriage and had an addi-
tional seven grandchildren 
and many great grandchil-
dren.

Funeral Services were 
private and concluded 
with Ella being placed to 
rest in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Everett. We encour-
age family and friends 
who wish, to offer con-
dolences at this time by 
means of the online guest 
book or to send a per-
sonalized sympathy card 
to visit: www.welshfh.
com   Should friends de-
sire, contributions in her 
memory should be direct-
ed to St Jude Children’s 
research hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN, 
38501 or visit www.StJu-
de.org/donate.

Santos Rivera
April 7, 1950 – January 2, 2021

Santos Rivera, 70, 
passed away on Saturday, 
January 2 at Massachu-
setts General Hospital fol-
lowing complications due 
to Covid-19.  

Born and raised in Ar-
royo, Puerto Rico, he was 
the second of seven chil-
dren of the late Antero 
Rivera Sr. and still living, 
Lydia Torres.  

Santos settled with his 
parents and siblings as 
one of the initial Hispanic 
families in Chelsea in the 
1960’s.  He was always a 
hard worker and current-
ly worked at REM Trans-
portation.  His devotion 
was family and being the 
beloved husband of Dom-
inga Rivera-Crespo for 49 
years. His passions were 
boxing and baseball. He 
was an avid Red Sox fan 
and played for the local 
baseball teams for many 
years.  

He is lovingly survived 
by his beloved wife of 
49 years, Dominga Rive-
ra Crespo of Chelsea, his 
mother, Lydia Torres, his 
children: Jorge Rivera, 
Rosa Olivarez-Jorge and 
Lena White; his siblings 
Antero Rivera, Jr., Rosa 

Rivera, Carmen Crespo, 
Lydia Santa, Norma San-
chez, and Margarita Ri-
vera; the cherished grand-
father of 10 and adored 
great-grandfather of nine.  
He is also survived by 
many friends and extend-
ed family members. 

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Anthony Me-
morial - Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea and final services 
will take place in Arroyo 
Puerto Rico, interment 
will be in Cementerio 
Municipal de Arroyo.  
We encourage family and 
friends who wish, to offer 
condolences at this time 
by means of the online 
guest book or to send a 
personalized sympathy 
card by visiting: www.
welshfh.com.

Francisca Prudencio 
Carcamo

October 4, 1932 – January 4, 2021

Our family sadly and 
suddenly lost our matri-
arch, our beloved Fran-
cisca Prudencio Carca-
mo “Paca” on January 
4, 2021, at the age of 
88. She’s gone home to 
be with our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to be reunited 
with her loving partner, 
Julian Castro.

Paca was predeceased 
by her father, Benedicto 
Prudencio, her mother, 
Bernarda Carcamo and 
several brothers and sis-
ters.

She is lovingly remem-
bered by her children: 
Ramiro Reyes, Edgardo 
Prudencio, Francisco Cas-
tro, Placido Castro, Cesar 
Castro, Alberto Castro, 
Lionel Castro, Adalid 
Castro, Iris Castro, Glen-
da Castro and her daugh-
ter in law, Theresa Castro.

Paca is also survived 
by her sister, Edelmira, 
her brother, Cleofis and 
by many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and 
many friends.

Paca has been a Chel-
sea resident for several 
decades. She loved trav-
eling back and forth to 
her beautiful country of 
Honduras. And she loved 
cooking authentic Hondu-
ran food.

She was very active in 
her church, Primera Ig-
lesia Bautista Hispana 
& Emanuel, and will be 
greatly missed by all.

She will always be re-
membered, and forever in 
our hearts. We love you, 
Rest In Peace.

Nuestra familia, triste y 
repentinamente, perdió a 
nuestra matriarca, nuestra 
amada Francisca Pruden-
cio Carcamo (Paca) el 
4 de enero de 2021, a la 
edad de 88 años. Ella se 
fue a casa para estar con 
nuestro Señor Jesucristo 
y reunirse con su amada 
pareja. Julián Castro.

Paca murió después 
que su padre Benedicto 
Prudencio, su madre Ber-
narda Carcamo y varios 

hermanos y hermanas.
Sus hijos, Ramiro 

Reyes, Edgardo Pruden-
cio, Francisco Castro, 
Placido Castro, Cesar Cas-
tro, Alberto Castro, Lionel 
Castro, Adalid Castro, Iris 
Castro, Glenda Castro y 
su nuera, Theresa Castro, 
la recuerdan con cariño.

A Paca también le so-
breviven su hermana 
Edelmira, su hermano 
Cleofis y muchas sobri-
nas, sobrinos, primos, ni-
etos, bisnietos y muchos 
amigos.

Paca ha sido residente 
de Chelsea durante varias 
décadas. Le encantaba 
viajar de ida y vuelta a su 
hermoso país de Hondu-
ras. Y le encantaba coci-
nar auténtica comida hon-
dureña.

Ella estuvo muy activa 
en su iglesia, Primera Ig-
lesia Bautista Hispana & 
Emanuel, y todos la ex-
trañaremos mucho.

Ella siempre será re-
cordada y para siempre 
en nuestros corazones. Te 
amamos, descansa en paz.

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the 
Welsh Funeral Home, 718 
Broadway, Chelsea and a 
visitation was held at the 
funeral home on Saturday 
January 9. Final services 
and burial will take place 
in her native Honduras.

We encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card to visit the funeral 
home website at: www.
welshfh.com.

Third Anniversary Remembrance
Ismael
Agostini

2018 January 13 2021

Lovingly Remembered 
& Sadly Missed by

His wife, Marta, children - Sammy, Tony, Marta, Jesus & Izzy 
and grandchildren - Michael, Gabriela, Andrea, Amy, Lydia, 

Angelina, Jessica, Jennifer, Julia & Joanna great-grandchildren 
Myles, Prudence, Adelaide & all of his family & friends.
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2019-08

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Planning Board of Appeals will 
be held via Webex video confer-
encing on
Tuesday, January 26, 2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the application 
of:
Acquisitions Division LLC or 
Nominee
For Site Plan Review of a Petition 
to establish ten (10) additional 
residential units by constructing 
a third floor above the existing 
commercial and residential 
space at
52 Washington Avenue & 245 
Walnut Street
All interested parties wishing to 
provide a public comment or to 
join the meeting must communi-
cate with jdepriest@chelseama.

gov.  Name and address must 
be included in order to be read 
during the Public Speaking 
section of the meeting and email 
address in order to join the 
meeting.  A copy of the applica-
tion and petition is available for 
review at the Office of the City 
Clerk, 500 Broadway, Room 209, 
Chelsea, MA.

1/7/21, 1/14/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA 

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Renovations to Firefighter’s 
Quarters at the Sagamore Ave 
Fire Station
The City of Chelsea is seeking 
sealed bids to provide all labor, 
tools, equipment, transportation 
and supervision necessary for 
office renovations to City Clerk 
offices in City Hall.
Specifications and contract doc-
uments will be available on or 

after Thursday, January 14, 2021 
at the Office of the Chief Pro-
curement Officer, City Hall, Room 
204, Chelsea, Massachusetts.  Bid 
documents can be downloaded at 
http://www.chelseama.gov/pur-
chasing/pages/current-bids-so-
licitations. 
Bids must be sealed and clearly 
marked “Renovations to Firefight-
er’s Quarters at the Sagamore 
Ave Fire Station” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief Procure-
ment Officer, City Hall, Room 
204, Chelsea, Massachusetts no 
later than 10:00AM Thursday, 
February 11, 2021, for general 
contractor bids.
Bids must be sealed and clearly 
marked “Renovations to Firefight-
er’s Quarters at the Sagamore 
Ave Fire Station-HVAC” and 
submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer, City 
Hall, Room 204, Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts no later than 10:00AM 
Thursday, January 28, 2021, for 
filed sub- bids.
Bids must be sealed and clearly 
marked “Renovations to Firefight-
er’s Quarters at the Sagamore 
Ave Fire Station-ELECTRICAL” and 
submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer, City 

Hall, Room 204, Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts no later than 11:00PM 
Thursday, January 28, 2021, for 
filed sub- bids.
A pre-bid conference will be held 
for all interested parties on-site 
at the Fire Station, 38 Sagamore 
Ave., Chelsea, MA on January 21, 
2021 at 10:00 AM, E.D.T. Atten-
dance at this pre-bid conference is 
highly recommended for parties 
submitting a bid.
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a certified check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust compa-
ny.  Or a bid bond duly executed 
by the bidder as principal and 
having as surety thereon a surety 
company approved by the City, all 
in the amount of 5% of the bid 
payable to the “City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea reserves the 
right to accept any bid, to reject 
and/or all bids and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or for-
malities as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
To be given consideration, all 
general bids must be accompa-
nied by a copy of the Bidder’s 
Certificate of Eligibility (DCAM&M 
Form) and an Update Statement 
(DCAM&M Form).  
The certification category of work 

is: General Contractor certifica-
tion, filed sub-bids include HVAC 
and Electrical.
In accordance with our Minority 
Business Enterprise Plan, we 
are inviting all qualified women 
and minority business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This invitation for bid is in accor-
dance with M.G.L. Chapter149.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

1/14/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with Section 6-3 
(b) of the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given that at a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Commission 
held on December 8, 2020, the 
Commission voted to approve the 
following regulations:
To convert the metered parking 

spaces in front of 306 Broadway 
to a Commercial Loading Zone.
To post “30 Minute Parking, 
Monday through Saturday, 8 am 
to 6 pm” signs in front of the 
businesses at 76-84 Washington 
Avenue.
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

1/14/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
CHELSEA PUBLIC SHOOOLS

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL ROOF 

PROJECTS
The City of Chelsea, Massachu-
setts, through its Chief Procure-
ment Officer, is seeking
Proposals for marked “CHELSEA 
HIGH SCHOOL ROOF PROJECTS”.

Request for Qualifications will 
be available on or after January 
14, 2021 by contacting Dylan 

Cook, School Business Manager at 
dcook@chelseama.gov or by vis-
iting the City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/purchasing/
pages/current-bids-solicitations.
Proposals must be sealed and 
clearly marked “CHELSEA HIGH 
SCHOOL ROOF PROJECTS” and 
submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer no 
later than 10:30 AM on February 
04, 2021.
The City of Chelsea reserves the 
right to accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all proposals and to 
waive minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minority 
Business Enterprise Plan, we 
are inviting all qualified women 
and minority business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
 This Request for Proposals is in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
149.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

1/14/21
C

LEGAL NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Chelsea Curves construction look-ahead 
through Jan 23

This is a brief overview 
of construction operations 
and traffic impacts for 
the Tobin Bridge/Chel-
sea Curves Rehabilitation 
Project. MassDOT will 
provide additional notices 
as needed for high-impact 
work, temporary ramp and 
street closures, and chang-
es to traffic configurations 
beyond those described 
below.

ROUTE 1 TRAFFIC 
IMPACTS

•ROUTE 1 NORTH-
BOUND: Approaching 
the Tobin Bridge from 
Boston, the work zone be-
gins in the right lane. 2 of 
3 travel lanes will be open 
during daytime hours (5 
a.m.–10 p.m.)

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND: Approaching 
the Chelsea Curves from 
the North Shore, the work 
zone is in the median. As 
of Wednesday, 12/23 all 
3 travel lanes are open 
during the daytime hours 
(5 a.m.–10 p.m.)

*From Monday 1/11 
through Friday, 1/15, 
Route 1 Southbound will 
experience full overnight 
closures (9 p.m. – 5 a.m.)

*The detour for these 
closures will be that south-
bound traffic will exit 
Route 1 at Carter Street, 

travel on Carter Street to 
Everett Avenue, turn left 
onto Everett Avenue, and 
turn right onto the Everett 
Avenue on-ramp to rejoin 
the highway.

LOCAL STREET 
CLOSURES

•5th STREET: On 
Monday, 1/11, Tuesday, 
1/12, and Wednesday, 
1/13 5TH street will be 
closed during the daytime 
(7 a.m. – 3 p.m.)

• A R L I N G T O N 
STREET: On Thursday, 
1/14 and Friday, 1/15 
Arlington Street will be 
closed during the daytime 
(7 a.m. – 3 p.m.)

WORK HOURS
•Most work will occur 

during daytime working 
hours (7:00 a.m. – 3:30 
p.m.) on weekdays. Some 
work will take place on a 
2nd shift (2 p.m. – 1 a.m.)  
and overnight hours (9 
p.m. – 5 a.m.) and on Sat-
urdays (7 a.m. – 7 p.m.).  

DESCRIPTION OF 
SCHEDULED WORK

•ROUTE 1 NORTH-
BOUND: Installation of 
new bridge deck will con-
tinue through the Chelsea 
Curves.

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND: Completion 

of new bridge deck and 
placement of Bridge Bar-
rier will continue through 
the Chelsea Curves.

For more information 
about the Tobin Bridge/
Chelsea Curves Rehabili-
tation Project, please visit 
the project website.

COMPLETED WORK
•As of 12/27, the Tobin 

Bridge portion of the com-
bined Tobin Bridge/Chel-
sea Curves project is now 
complete. All remaining 
work is within the Chelsea 
Viaduct portion of the job.

TRAVEL TIPS
Drivers should take 

care to pay attention to all 
signage and move careful-
ly through the work zone. 
Police detail, lane mark-
ings, temporary barriers, 
traffic cones, signage, and 
other tools will be used to 
control traffic and create 
safe work zones.

The contractors are 
coordinating with local 
event organizers and po-
lice to provide aware-
ness and manage traffic 
during events. For your 
awareness, there will be 
no events at the TD Gar-
den during this look ahead 
schedule.

Thirty-five legislators 
are calling upon the Baker 
administration to priori-
tize low-income schools 
for vaccines and pool test-
ing in order to ensure the 
quickest return to in-per-
son learning in communi-
ties that need it most. \

While remote learning 
has changed life for every 
student and family, it is ev-
ident that the consequenc-
es and negative effects are 
disproportionately felt in 
low-income districts. 

Led by Rep. Andy X. 
Vargas (D-Haverhill) 
and Sen. Adam Gomez 
(D-Springfield), the 35 

legislators signed a letter 
to Governor Baker, Sec-
retary Sudders, and Secre-
tary Peyser, asking for “a 
deliberate prioritization in 
the application and mar-
keting of both pool testing 
and vaccine deployment” 
in low-income school dis-
tricts. 

“With vaccines for all 
K-12 staff on the horizon 
and the recent announce-
ment of pool testing re-
sources available, we 
hope the administration 
can prioritize low-income 
school districts first. Sev-
eral studies and evidence 
from our constituents have 

shown how challenging re-
mote learning has been for 
low-income schools and 
families,” said Representa-
tive Vargas. 

“There is no question 
that lower income com-
munities have been hit the 
hardest since the pandemic 
began,” said Senator Go-
mez.  “This letter makes 
clear, through the support 
of my colleagues, that the 
Administration should pri-
oritize the needs of low-in-
come school districts for 
vaccines and pool testing, 
particularly in communi-
ties where COVID-19 cas-
es are at their highest.”

“Communities like 
Chelsea and Revere have 
been some of the hard-
est-hit during the COVID 
pandemic, and many fam-
ilies have made clear that 
remote learning is not the 
preferred method of edu-
cation for their children,” 
said Representative Jessi-
ca Ann Giannino.  “Some 
children in the Sixteenth 
Suffolk District do not 
have access to internet in 
their homes, and many 
parents are faced with the 
challenge of either going 
to work to provide for their 
family or staying home to 
be present with their chil-

dren because they do not 
have anyone to watch their 
kids during what would 
be a normal school day – 
a choice no parent should 
be faced with having to 
make.  Remote learning 
has served its purpose, but 
we need to work efficient-
ly to get our children back 
into the classroom in a way 
in which is safe for all – 
students, faculty and staff.  
I am proud that one of the 
first letters I am signing 
onto as our communities’ 
State Representative is to 
ask the Baker administra-
tion to prioritize vaccine 
and pool testing for school 

districts like Chelsea and 
Revere to ensure our chil-
dren can be back in-person 
as soon as possible.”

The Baker administra-
tion has placed K-12 work-
ers in Phase 2 of the vac-
cine deployment plan, but 
it has not specified which 
K-12 schools would come 
first. Additionally, the ad-
ministration announced 
pool testing resources last 
week and funding avail-
able on a first come first 
serve basis. Legislators 
would like to see both 
offered and deployed in 
low-income districts first.

35 legislators urge Baker to prioritize low-income schools for vaccines, pool testing

Suffolk County Sheriff 
Steven W. Tompkins and 
Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi have been 
elected by their fellow 
county sheriffs to serve, 
respectively, as President 
and Vice President of the 
Massachusetts Sheriffs’ 
Association (MSA).

This marks a return to 
the position that Tompkins 
previously held in 2015, 
and it is the first time that 
Cocchi has been elected 
to serve the organization. 
Both positions carry a 
two-year term of service. 
Tompkins and Cocchi 
take the helm from outgo-
ing President Middlesex 
County Sheriff Peter Kout-
oujian and outgoing Vice 
President Franklin County 
Sheriff Christopher Done-
lan.

“I am greatly honored 
to be chosen by my fellow 
sheriffs to once again rep-
resent the MSA in this ca-
pacity,” said Tompkins. “I 
believe that we are at a crit-
ical inflection point in the 
relationship between crim-
inal justice and social jus-
tice, and I am very much 
looking forward to work-
ing with Sheriff Cocchi 
and MSA Executive Direc-
tor Carrie Hill to not only 
expand on the progress that 
we’re making in the deliv-
ery of the comprehensive 
services we provide for our 
populations, but to help 
drive corrections further 
forward in this way.”

Sheriff Cocchi said he 
is excited to serve as vice 
president, and that he sees 

the position as an oppor-
tunity to advocate for en-
lightened and effective 
corrections at a time when 
law enforcement is under 
pressure and being judged 
by the bad actions of a few.

“I am eager to serve my 
brother sheriffs as an advo-
cate for the important work 
we do, fighting for what is 
in the best interests of the 
people we all serve,” Coc-
chi said. “Right now, more 
than ever, law enforcement 
officials need to step up 
and not just do the right 
thing, but speak on behalf 
of what is right. We play a 
significant part in the lives 
of our justice-involved 
population, and I’m hon-
ored to be able to advocate 
for their interests through 
the MSA.”

Established 35 years 
ago, the Massachusetts 
Sheriffs’ Association is 
comprised of the 14 du-
ly-elected county sheriffs 
serving across the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-

setts. In their roles as MSA 
President and Vice Pres-
ident, Sheriff Tompkins 
and Sheriff Cocchi will 
work in concert with the 
MSA body and its strategic 
partners to better educate 
and inform their collec-
tive constituency about the 
important work that the 
county sheriffs are doing 
to advance and enhance 
programs and services that 
address behavioral health 
and substance use, wom-
en’s programming, reentry 
services, LGBTQI-specific 
programming, and a host 
of others.

“As we enter the New 
Year, I am profoundly op-
timistic about the better 
days to come,” said Tomp-
kins. “In my capacity as 
the incoming president of 
the MSA, I look forward 
to collaborating with ev-
eryone across the four-
teen counties and beyond 
to make our communities 
safer, healthier and more 
vibrant.”

Sheriffs’ Association elects Tompkins President

Sheriff Steven Tompkins (left) was elected president of 
Mass. Sheriffs’ Association and Hampden County Sheriff 
Nick Cocchi was elected vice president.
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CRIME UP            
IN EASTIE

EAST BOSTON - The 
Boston Police Depart-
ment released the year-
end crime report for East 
Boston that compared the 
overall crime stats in 2020 
with the overall crime 
stats for 2019. 

The report shows larce-
ny from motor vehicles, 
or car breaks, in Eastie 
skewed the overall crime 
stats in the neighborhood 
and were up 100 percent 
from the previous year. 

Part One Crimes, the 
more serious crimes that 
the Boston Police track, 
was up 21 percent overall 
in Eastie when comparing 
Jan. 1, 2020 through Dec. 
31, 2020 with the same 
time period last year. 

According to District 
A-7 Community Police 
Officer Dan Simons the 
main culprit for the uptick 
in overall crime was larce-
ny from a motor vehicle. 

There were only 107 re-
ported car breaks in 2019 
but that number increased 
to 213 for 2020. 

“We ended the year 
with a 100 percent in-
crease in car breaks,” 
said Simons at a Harbor 
View Neighborhood As-
soc. meeting Monday 
night. “Unfortunately I 
have the report that over 
this past weekend we did 
have some reports of some 
more car breaks up in the 
St. Andrew Road, Thur-
ston Street and Bayswa-
ter Street area. The tough 
thing with these crimes is 
the victims that reported 
these car breaks also re-
ported that they don’t think 
they locked their vehicles. 
Ultimately, the best way to 
put a stop to the car breaks 
is for everybody to make 
sure that they take all their 
valuables into their home 
or lock them in the trunk 
and lock their vehicle. Our 
detectives are finding that 
probably 90 percent of the 
vehicles that are victims 
of car breaks left their ve-

hicle unlocked and there’s 
no forcible entry. We’re 
hoping, going forward in 
2021, we can bring some 
of these numbers down.”

It seems the number of 
motor vehicle larcenies, 
an opportunistic crime 
that only takes seconds to 
pull off, is up all over Bos-
ton. Citywide the number 
has gone from 2,713 in 
2019 to 3,348 in 2020 or a 
23 percent increase. 

As for other Part One 
Crimes, Eastie nearly end-
ed 2020 with no recorded 
homicides, but the Christ-
mas Eve killing of Ker-
wide Barthélemy in Mav-
erick Square became the 
only recorded homicide of 
the year. 

“We were doing really 
well with homicides and 
we didn’t have one until 
Christmas Eve unfortu-
nately,” said Simons. “We 
had the assault in Maver-
ick Square that resulted in 
a fatality. However, I can’t 
stress it enough that with 
the community’s help, the 
help of witnesses and the 
quick action of the police 
we were able to apprehend 
the suspect that was ulti-
mately charged with the 
homicide. Unfortunately 
2019 ended the way it did 
with just one homicide in 
East Boston which is one 
too many.”

Rape or Attempted 
Rape was down from 10 
to 6; Robbery or Attempt-
ed Robbery remained the 
same at 57 for both 2019 
and 2020; Domestic Ag-
gravated Assault was up 
from 41 to 43; Non-Do-
mestic Aggravated As-
sault was up from 49 to 
67; Commercial Burglar-
ies were up from 25 to 
29; Residential Burglaries 
were up from 49 to 56; 
other Larcenies were up 
from 199 to 203; and Auto 
Theft was up from 44 to 
51. 

Overall there were 736 
Part One Crimes, up from 
the 583 reported during 
2019.

THIEVES TARGET 
PRIUS CATALYTIC 
CONVERTERS

EAST BOSTON - Just 
before New Years Eve an 
Orient Heights resident 
awoke to a loud noise out-
side his home. 

“I heard a loud noise, 
looked outside and didn’t 
see anything,” said the 
residents who will remain 
nameless. 

The next morning when 
he started his Toyota Prius 
he realized someone had 
stolen his catalytic con-
verter. 

“It was so fast within 
10-20 seconds,” he said. 
“They also got another 
resident who lives right 
near me.”

A car’s catalytic con-
verter acts to decrease the 
harmful chemicals in car 
emissions and the theft of 
these parts from Toyota 
Priuses are on the rise here 
and nationally. 

Apparently thieves tar-
get these devices on the 
underside of cars because 
they contain valuable met-
als that act as oxidation 
catalysts and are mandat-
ed to reduce pollution. 

The Prius catalytic con-
verters contain platinum, 
palladium and rhodium 
and thieves can pocket up 
to $200 per converter and 
it takes only minutes for a 
skilled thief to cut it from 
underneath the car. All the 
thief needs is a reciprocal 
saw and a steady hand. 
Experts believe it takes 
two to three minutes to 
pull off the heist. 

This type of crime has 
gotten so bad that online 
manufacturers sell metal 
plates to cover the catalyt-
ic converters, which make 
them more difficult to 
steal. Those parts are rare-
ly covered by insurance 
and retail at around $440 
installed. While they’re 
pricey they are cheaper 
than the cost to replace 
a stolen one. Even with 
insurance a replacement 
cost is around $500. With-

out insurance, it could cost 
a Prius owner $3,000 or 
more to replace.

It has gotten so bad that 
many Prius owners have 
asked Toyota to recall Pri-
uses and install the metal 
plates that should have 
been there to begin with to 
protect converters. 

“Yeah, we did get one 
theft recently in East Bos-
ton  and I believe like 
three or four citywide,” 
said District A-7 Commu-
nity Officer Dan Simons. 
“The report I saw that was 
recorded in the last few 
days was that somebody 
went out and realized that 
their catalytic converter 
was taken. He realized 
this because the car was 
making a loud noise like 
a muscle car.  Those are 
valuable parts to thieves.”

MATEWSKY TO 
LEAD COUNCIL

EVERETT - The Ev-
erett City Council elect-
ed Councilor-at-Large 
Wayne Matewsky as the 
2021 City Council Pres-
ident during their annual 
Organizational Meeting 
on Monday, January 4 – 
with some attending in 

person and some attending 
via Zoom. 

“Honesty, respect, and 
fairness has always been 
what I strive to do in this 
chamber and in my life,” 
said Matewsky. “I want to 
thank my colleagues who 
spoke and sponsored me 
tonight. I’m very grateful, 
[and] I appreciate your 
faith in me.” 

The motion to nomi-
nate Matewsky as Pres-
ident was accompanied 
by words of praise from 
many of his fellow Coun-
cil members, each of 
whom recognized his ded-
ication to serving the peo-
ple of Everett. His election 
to the position of Council 
President was unanimous-
ly affirmed by the body, 
with no opposition from 
fellow Councilors.

“I have known Wayne 
for many years and have 
always admired his work 
ethic and his deep con-
nection that he has fos-
tered with his constituents 
throughout the years,” said 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria. “I 
look forward to working 
closely with Council Pres-
ident Matewsky and want 
to congratulate him for his 
election to the position of 

Council President.”
President Matewksy has 

proudly served 40 years in 
public office, advocating 
for the Everett communi-
ty. He has held numerous 
elected positions, includ-
ing Common Councilor, 
Alderman-at-Large, and 
Massachusetts State Rep-
resentative. Matewsky has 
been on the City Council 
as a Councilor-at-Large 
since 2015, but in all his 
years, he has never been 
the Council President un-
til now.

DEVELOPER TO 
START MORE 
PROJECTS

EVERETT - A Boston 
developer who already 
has a transformative, 320-
unit apartment building on 
Second and Vine Streets 
under review by the City 
has purchased additional 
land on the street.

According to Bldup.
com, Block Properties 
purchased two other de-
velopment parcels along 
Second and Vine this 
month for $7.3 million. 
Last fall, they purchased 
the property with the 
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apartment building pro-
posal for $5 million.

The current proposal on 
2nd and Vine replaces and 
older warehouse build-
ing and is part of a com-
plete transformation that 
has happened before and 
during COVID-19 on the 
Commercial Triangle area 
of the city. That comes 
only about one year after 
the City changed the zon-
ing. 

The company, owned 
by Jon Block of Block 
Properties, had a hearing 
on Dec. 7 at the Planning 
Board, but it was contin-
ued due to an advertising 
error until this month – 
when the Board will con-
tinue the review.

Last October 12, the 
Planning Board heard an 
initial review of the proj-
ect from the development 
team where they reported 
a 320-unit, six-story apart-
ment building with 450 
parking spaces and 4,000 
sq. ft. of ground floor re-
tail. The project was re-
ported to be an as-of-right 
project that would need 
no Zoning Board relief, a 
new trend in that district. 
They only need Site Plan 
Review from the Planning 
Board and an Inclusionary 
Zoning (Affordable Hous-
ing) certification.

“Our approach is to 
make our front door on 
Second Street,” said Ta-
mara Ray, an architect 
on the team with Stantec. 
“We know that in the fu-
ture that is going to be the 
main street in the area. 
The T will probably go 
down the middle of the 
street so that’s our front 
door. We’re still in a grit-
ty district now…We know 
we’re in a transformative 
district and we see our 
project as part of the trans-
formation of the neighbor-
hood.”

One unique part of the 
project is it is not a podium 
style development with 
parking on the first floors. 
Instead, they’ll have a hid-
den parking garage.

“Our project is not a po-
dium project,” she said. 

The design of the build-
ing includes the Planning 
Board’s preferred red 
brick on part of it, but also 
fibre cement and a lot of 
unique colors.

It was uncertain how 
the new property acquisi-
tion would fit into the ex-
isting development.

MCGEE LAUDS 
DELEO ON WORK

LYNN - Lynn Mayor 
Thomas M. McGee had an 
up-close look at the pres-
tige and honor associated 
with being the Speaker of 
the Mass. House of Repre-

sentatives.
McGee’s father, the 

late Thomas W. McGee, 
served as Speaker of the 
House from 1975 to 1984, 
rising from his seat on the 
Lynn City Council to be 
elected state representa-
tive and then elected by 
his House colleagues to 
one of the most powerful 
positions in state govern-
ment.

“My dad was elected 
Speaker when I was 19 so 
I visited him in the Speak-
er’s Office a lot,” said the 
mayor. “It was an exciting 
time. I was thinking of the 
day my dad was elected 
speaker, how excited he 
was and how proud we 
were of him. It was a cul-
mination of the hard work 
he did over the years. I’m 
very proud of what he did 
when he was Speaker of 
the House. It’s a position 
that only a small number 
of people over 200-plus 
years have served in. I was 
thinking of my dad and 
how important it was for 
him to be able to be in that 
position and make a dif-
ference in people’s lives.”

McGee thus had a 
unique perspective as 
Speaker of the House Rob-
ert DeLeo retired from the 
position last week. DeLeo 
is seeking a teaching posi-
tion at Northeastern Uni-
versity, his alma mater.

McGee served eight 
years in the House of Rep-
resentatives with Robert 
DeLeo. As state senator 
and chair of the Mass. 
Democratic Party, McGee 
continued a good work-
ing relationship with De-
Leo, who represented Re-
vere and Winthrop in the 
House.

“I got a chance to know 
him really well and I re-
ally enjoyed serving with 
him,” said McGee. “I 
also had the opportunity 
to work with him as sen-
ator over the years and 
also as mayor of Lynn. 
He’s always been a great 
supporter of the city on 
issues of importance that 
we’ve needed help on. 
He topped off a great 30-
year career by serving as 
Speaker of the House and 
he had a lot of major ac-
complishments. He was 
always available by phone 
on things of importance to 
Lynn and he’ll definitely 
be missed. I wish him the 
best.”

Interestingly, five can-
didates are running in the 
special election on March 
2 for the state representa-
tive seat held by DeLeo. 
The Democratic candi-
dates are Marc Silvestri 
and Juan Pablo Jaramillo 
of Revere and Jeffrey Tur-
co, Valentino Capobianco, 

and Alicia DelVento of 
Winthrop. As of Wednes-
day, there was no Republi-
can candidate running for 
the seat.

“It’s been 30 years so 
when there’s an open seat, 
there is an opportunity and 
it’s good to see a lot of 
candidates coming out and 
putting their names out to 
run,” said McGee. “Pub-
lic service is tough during 
these pretty challenging 
times and it’s important 
that good people continue 
to be involved and serve 
in the Legislature. So that 
should be an interesting 
race with a good field of 
candidates.”

KEEFE REFLECTS 
ON TERM AS 
PRESIDENT

REVERE - Ward 4 
Councilor Patrick Keefe 
completed a successful 
year as City Council Pres-
ident. The Council elected 
its new leader at its first 
meeting of 2021 on Mon-
day, Jan. 11.

Keefe led the 11-mem-
ber Council through an 
unprecedented year that 
was dominated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
which had a major impact 
on all areas of life in Re-
vere. Due to the corona-
virus, the Council began 
holding its meetings on 
Zoom, giving councilors 
the opportunity to partic-
ipate remotely from their 
respective homes. To their 
credit, Keefe and virtually 
all of his colleagues had 
perfect attendance records 
in 2020.

Keefe drew praise from 
his colleagues for his lead-
ership and accessibility 
throughout the year. He 
was held in high esteem 
by the longer-serving 
councilors and the newer 
members such as Council-
or-at-Large Gerry Viscon-

ti and Ward 6 Councilor 
Richard Serino.

As a newly elected 
member of the Council, I 
felt President Keefe was 
very welcoming and cor-
dial,” said Serino. “In the 
early days of the pandem-
ic, we got to know each 
other and bond a bit while 
we put together food pack-
ages at the Senior Center 
for the City’s COVID 
food delivery program.  I 
always found Pat to be re-
ceptive to my ideas, and I 
thank him for his service 
as our Council President 
during a very challenging 
year.”

The Revere Journal 
asked President Keefe 
to talk about his and the 
Council’s achievements 
during the past year and 
the challenge of leading 
the Council during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Keefe issued the follow-
ing statement reflecting on 
his year as the president of 
the Revere City Council:

“The last year serving 
as Council President has 
been a pleasure. It was 
my honor to represent my 
colleagues and I feel like I 
represented them well.

The year 2020 was 
nothing that we expect-
ed and since early March 
it has certainly reshaped 
our focus on how council 
business is handled and 
what our priorities should 
be.

I don’t like to person-
ally list my accomplish-
ments as I feel they should 
speak for themselves and 
the residents of Revere 
certainly acknowledge me 
when they are happy, and 
I hear when they are not 
happy with the decisions 
we make. This is how I 
always do my job. It’s not 
about me, it’s about the 
residents we serve.

One of the most signif-
icant achievements we as 
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Starting January through March

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 
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a Council made this year 
was an enormous sense of 
inclusion and communi-
cation within the council 
membership.

Even though we may 
not have met in person as 
much as we would have 
liked, I can honestly say 
that the entire team chatted 
almost every day - more 
often it was all throughout 
the day. Technology has 
certainly brought us clos-
er together, even for my 
senior colleagues!

Whether it was about 
how we can better serve 
our residents in need 
during these tumultuous 
times or just checking in 
on each other, everyone at 
some point came across a 
personal or family strug-
gle. 

If I can look back, I 
will say my most import-
ant accomplishment was 
this: creating a better bond 
among the group. And we 

had a few tough meetings 
-communicating through 
Zoom can at times be mis-
interpreted and give the 
wrong impression or you 
might miss what a fellow 
councilor meant to say. 
But in the end, we had a 
productive year and we 
are all stronger because 
of it.

As I said before, maybe 
I’ll go down as the first 
Zoom President in Re-
vere’s history, but I hope 
at some point I’ll get an-
other chance to yield the 
gavel in front of a live au-
dience.

Let’s all hope we can 
go back to normalcy soon, 
but in the meantime I want 
to wish our residents, my 
fellow councilors and the 
next President of the Re-
vere City Council (Tony 
Zambuto perhaps) a hap-
py and healthy new year!

And thank you.”

APARTMENT FOR RENT

REVERE - Washington Ave newly 
remodeled 2 bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, minutes form 
Boston, 1 block to public transporta-
tion. $1,800/month
Available Jan. 1st
978-751-0531
1/6, 01/13

REVERE- Great second floor 3 BR unit.  
Updated, separate utilities, off street 
parking. No dogs/cats. Near City 
Hall/Bus/Train. Call 617-755-9251. 
$2,200/month
1/6, 01/13
————————
REVERE - 2 rm apartment, kitchen & 
bath
Close to Blue line
Parking Space
No Utilities included
$1,500/mo
Available Now
Call 781-286-6617
12/30, 1/7, 1/13, 1/21

Full time driver needed
For Muzzy’s Florist in East Boston
Call 617-567-8800
01/13

HELP WANTED

Please visit www.chelsearecord.com
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Staff Report

Encore Boston Harbor 
is raising its culinary bar 
with the addition of a new 
Red 8 Executive Chef and 
a new Executive Director 
of Food & Beverage and 
Culinary Operations. 

Award-winning chef 
Richard Chen has joined 
the team as the Executive 
Chef of Red 8 and Encore 
Boston Harbor’s Execu-
tive Chef, Joseph Leibow-
itz, has been promoted 
to Executive Director of 
Food & Beverage and Cu-
linary Operations. 

Chef Chen, a seasoned 
culinary veteran with an 
area of expertise in Can-
tonese cooking, has re-
ceived numerous awards 
and accolades. A graduate 
of the Culinary Institute 
of America, Chef Chen 
has opened more than a 
half dozen new concepts 
across the country, includ-
ing luxury hotels, casino 
resorts, cruise ships and 
standalone restaurants. 

He launched his ca-
reer in Chicago at the 
Ritz Carlton of Chicago, 
earning Mobil Five Star 
and AAA Five Diamond 
awards during his tenure. 
He then moved onto the 
Peninsula of Chicago, 
a five-star hotel, where 
he earned two AAA dia-
mond awards, two Mobil 
star awards, and the title 
of “Best Chinese Restau-
rant” in Chicago. 

From there, Chef Chen 
went on to open Wing Lei 
at Wynn Las Vegas. It was 
at Wing Lei that he earned 
a Michelin star in both 
2008 and 2009, along with 
a collection of Mobil and 
AAA Diamonds five and 
four-star awards. Wing 
Lei remains the only Chi-
nese restaurant in North 
America to have ever 
earned a Michelin star. He 
also spent time at Michi 
in Texas, consulting for 
Princess Cruises and Parq 
Vancouver’s fine dining 
Chinese restaurant, 1886. 
Most recently, Chef Chen 
held the title of the Hard 
Rock Fire Mountain’s 
property Executive Sous 
Chef before returning to 
the East Coast to join En-
core Boston Harbor as the 
Executive Chef at Red 8. 

Joining Chef Chen 
in elevating the Encore 

Boston Harbor culinary 
team is Joseph Leibowitz. 
Holding the title most re-
cently as Executive Chef 
of Encore Boston Harbor, 
Chef Leibowitz has been 
promoted to Executive 
Director of Food & Bev-
erage and Culinary Op-
erations for the property. 
Chef Leibowitz will now 
oversee all back-of-house 
operations for 18 dining 
and lounge venues. He is 
responsible for concept 
and menu development, 
purchasing, food costing, 
kitchen design, steward-
ing, as well as staffing and 
training all employees. 

Prior to relocating to 
Boston, Chef Leibowitz 
spent 13 years at Wynn 
and Encore Las Vegas in 
a variety of culinary posi-
tions. He began his career 
with Wynn Resorts under 
the helm of Chef Alex 
Stratta, at Alex restaurant 
where he was quickly pro-
moted to Executive Sous 
Chef for the Michelin-rat-
ed two-star and Forbes 
five-star establishment 
before becoming the Chef 
de Cuisine of the restau-
rant. He later became Ex-
ecutive Chef of Tableau, 
the resort’s premier Tower 
Suites dining venue be-
fore being asked to join 
the corporate side of oper-
ations as Executive Sous 
chef for Wynn and Encore 
Las Vegas.

For the next three years, 
Chef Leibowitz helped 

develop and lead a team 
of over 1,200 chefs, cooks 
and stewards. He then 
went on to assist in de-
signing all of the back-of-
house spaces for Encore 
Boston Harbor, before 
developing the culinary 
team for the resort’s grand 
opening in June 2019.

Since arriving in Bos-
ton, Chef Leibowitz has 
been appointed to multiple 
advisory boards to help 
cultivate the future of cu-
linary arts as a profession 
in Massachusetts. Chef 
Leibowitz and Encore 
Boston Harbor quickly 
formed a partnership with 
a local non-profit culinary 
program, the New En-
gland Center for Arts and 
Technology, and spear-
headed the fundraising of 
over $300,000 to fuel the 
development of the pro-
gram and its students.

A New York native, 
Chef Leibowitz lived 
most of his life on Long 
Island and graduated at 
the top of his class from 
the New York Institute 
of Technology’s culinary 
program. Chef Leibowitz 
spends his free time with 
his three children and his 
wife, whose support and 
love drives him to be the 
chef and father he is today.

According to Encore 
Boston Harbor President 
Brian Gullbrants, “We 
are thrilled to welcome 
Richard Chen as the new 
Executive Chef of Red 
8. He is one of the most 
talented Cantonese chefs 
in the world, and we are 
honored to have him as 
part of our team.”  He 
continued, “The addition 
of Chef Chen paired with 
the promotion of our own 
Chef Joseph Leibowitz 
will continue to elevate 
the caliber of our food and 
beverage program at En-
core Boston Harbor.”

Red 8 is open Thurs-
day through Sunday from 
noon-9 p.m. Red 8 is lo-
cated inside Encore Bos-
ton Harbor at 1 Broadway 
in Everett. There is com-
plimentary self-parking 
available. Reservations 
can be made online or by 
calling 857-770-7000. For 
information on all other 
Encore Boston Harbor 
dining experiences, please 
log onto https://www.en-
corebostonharbor.com/
dining-and-nightlife.

Whos Your Valentine?

Grammy and POPS .. A valentine thats 
from the heart where happy memories 

stay…I wish you love and happiness every 
single day.. Love your CHARLY GIRL xo

ALL VALENTINES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EAST 
BOSTON TIMES FREE PRESS, REVERE JOURNAL, 

EVERETT INDEPENDENT, CHELSEA RECORD, 
WINTHROP SUN TRANSCRIPT, LYNN JOURNAL, 

CHARLESTOWN & NORTH END REGIONAL REVIEW
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Jack Satter House is accepting applications

Everything Seniors Need to Live an 
Affordable, Active Lifestyle on Revere Beach

Offering studio, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom 
apartments and a range of supportive services

Jack Satter House at 420 Revere Beach Blvd 
in Revere offers affordable oceanfront 
apartments for low income, very low, and 
extremely low-income elderly individuals 
and families.  Residency is open to all 
qualified, eligible persons in accordance  
with any State recognized protected classes 
and the Fair Housing Act which prohibits 
discrimination in housing and housing-related 
transactions based on race, color, religion, 
sexual orientation or gender identity, national 

origin, disability and familial status. Residency is also open in accordance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national 
origin in any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance from HUD.

CALL TODAY
781-859-3094

As the cold winter months bear down and the COVID-19 pandemic rages 
on, let us get your message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our January editions.

Share upcoming specials and offerings 
from your business!

Share a message of support with the 
community!

In Real Estate? Share your rentals and 
homes for sale!

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Keep Your Name in the News!Keep Your Name in the News!

JanuaryJanuary
SpecialSpecial

2x2 Biz. Card size
ONLY $65/wk
2 week minimum

Best wishes to Sgt. Robert Belanger on his retirement 
after 32 years with CPD. Instrumental in instituting health 
and wellness training to keep his fellow officers physically 
healthy, he was known as the Department’s fitness guru. 
Thank you for your dedication and service, said Chief Brian 
Kyes. Sgt. Belanger’s last shift was on Jan. 4.

POLICE Briefs by Seth Daniel

CPD Patrol Units made an arrest last week and seized yet 
another illegal handgun off the streets after receiving a 
911 call for a shot that was fired in the area of Highland 
and Maverick Streets. Nobody was injured.

Warm wishes to Sgt. David Flibotte on his retirement after 
34 years of service. Behind every first class police agency is 
a humble leader who sets process and regulations respon-
sible for exceptional police operations, said Chief Brian 
Kyes. CPD. Sgt Flibotte was that unsung hero, he said. Sgt. 
Flibotte’s last shift was Jan. 3.

Encore Boston Harbor announces changes to culinary team

Award-winning chef Rich-
ard Chen has joined the 
team as the Executive Chef 
of Red 8.
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