
By Seth Daniel

When Cataldo Ambu-
lance responds to a call in 
any of its 18 communities 
– which include Chelsea, 
Everett and Revere – no 
matter what the issue is ev-
eryone being treated has to 
be considered a possible 
COVID-19 patient.

When responding to a 
car accident, a sick person, 
someone with chest pains or 
any other kind of accident, 
Owner Dennis Cataldo said 

EMTs and paramedics on 
their ambulances are outfit-
ting themselves in full gear 
for complete safety.

“We are anticipating 
things could ramp up quite 
substantially in the next 
week or so and create a 
surge for us,” said Cataldo. 
“There is definitely more 
pressure on the health care 
industry…Early on, or be-
fore all this, if a report came 
in or an emergency came in 
with a full response or a car 

Special to the Independent

Telemedicine allows 
health care professionals 
to evaluate, diagnose, and 
treat patients at a distance 
using telecommunications 
technology, such as a smart-
phone or computer. As we 

fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic, telemedicine has 
quickly become an essen-
tial tool in our health care 
arsenal. The East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter (EBNHC), like other 
medical providers across 
the commonwealth, is mov-

ing swiftly to increase tele-
medicine access.

“Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide 
high-quality care to our pa-
tients during this pandemic 
while minimizing expo-
sures,”  said Laura Rogers, 
EBNHC Chief Information 

Officer. “We can treat peo-
ple who are most at-risk for 
COVID-19 while they stay 
safely at home—and we can 
accommodate the essential 
stay-at-home orders that 
we should all be following 
right now. EBNHC patients 
who might otherwise miss 

important or routine ap-
pointments can continue to 
be monitored by their doc-
tor’s office without having 
to leave home.”

Prior to the pandemic, 
only a tiny fraction of EB-
NHC patients were being 
seen through telemedicine. 

That changed on March 
15 when Governor Baker 
signed an executive order 
that dramatically increased 
the potential of telemedi-
cine by requiring commer-
cial insurers to reimburse 
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We want to see you…at Home!

PHOTOS BY DAR DEVITA

Photographer Dar DeVita has been busy for the past 
few years documenting the people of Chelsea, and 
in the midst of that project, the City began to suffer 
from the world COVID-19 pandemic. Here, Juliana and 
Carlos Cardona pose with their eight children over a 
‘Boston Stay Strong’ chalk drawing as they get some 
air during the shut-down. Meanwhile, Maryellen Cahill 
poses in front of her window with a handful of masks 
she has made for first responders. DeVita said Cahill 
has made hundreds of masks and mailed them to 
those in need.  See Page 9 for more photos.

PEOPLE OF CHELSEA PROJECT: 
PANDEMIC EDITION

A STUDY IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel

Two weeks is often de-
scribed as an eternity in 
politics or sport, but rarely 
in the emergency room of a 
hospital.

In the COVID-19 era, 
though, all is possible.

It was only two weeks ago 
that Dr. Melisa Lai-Becker, 
Emergency  Department 
chief  at  CHA Everett, said 

they were preparing for 
a surge, with great hopes 
that there would be no 
surge of sick patients with 
COVID-19.

Preparations have now 
turned to practice.

“What a world of dif-
ference here in just two 
weeks,” said Dr. Lai-Beck-
er on Monday night after 

All indications are that 
the virus spread will be es-
pecially dangerous in the 
next two weeks. We urge all 
residents of Chelsea to stay 
home at all hours unless 
you work in an Essential 
Business, or have essential 
travel to do, such as getting 
groceries or medicine.

However, if someone in 
your home is sick, no one 
should leave the house for 

any reason. Ask friends or 
family outside of the home 
to bring food to you.

If there is no one who 
can help, the city can de-
liver emergency food sup-
plies or help you with other 
basic needs. Chelsea res-
idents can call 311 to get 
assistance. For all families, 
staying home and main-
taining physical distance 
from others is the only way 

to stay safe and stop the 
spread of the virus in the 
community.

Your life, and the lives 
of your neighbors, depends 
upon your cooperation.

•	 •	 •	 •

Todo indica que la 
propagación del Corona-

Public Notice from the City of Chelsea

Two weeks that changed everything:  
CHA facing crowded, challenging conditions

World of Difference

Cataldo Ambulance sees 
drop in overall calls
But more potential COVID-19 patients

See CHA Page 3

See NOTICE Page 3

Cataldo Ambulance personnel have seen calls drop for 
overall service, but are responding to many more people 
who are positive or suspected to be positive for COVID-19. 
Ambulance workers are wearing enhanced PPE and are 
being very deliberate and safe on every call.

Five veterans 
pass away at 
Soldiers’ Home, 
four confirmed 
COVID-19

By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea Soldiers’ 
Home continues to take 
great measures to fight an 
overall outbreak at its facil-
ity on the top of the hill.

This week, officials re-
ported that five veterans 
at the state-run home have 
passed away, with four of 
them testing positive for 
COVID-19. The fifth resi-
dent who died was tested, 
and that test is pending. 
There was only one death 
reported last week. That in-
formation was current as of 
Tuesday night.

In total, there are 14 vet-
eran residents who have 
tested positive, while 19 

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino couldn’t 
stress enough Wednes-
day morning how pre-
carious things have be-
come in Chelsea with the 
COVID-19 outbreak, as 
the city has become a hot 
spot for infections, and 
Ambrosino advised every-
one to stay inside 24 hours 
a day if at all possible.

There were 356 reported 
cases as of Tuesday night 
in Chelsea, but many – in-
cluding Ambrosino – said 
it’s likely many multiples 
of that number. Chelsea, 
along with Revere and East 
Boston have been noted as 

City Manager 
advises 24-hour 
curfew as Chelsea
becomes ‘hot spot’

By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea City Coun-
cil met on Monday, April 4, 
in the first online meeting 
of the COVID-19 response 
era, joining communities 
like Boston and others who 
are moving to online or ca-
ble tv meetings.

In what was a start pre-
sentation, wearing masks, 
Council President Roy 
Avellaneda convened the 

meeting while wearing a 
mask and separated at great 
distances from other coun-
cillors – including Coun-
cillors Judith Garcia and 
Leo Robinson. All other 
councillors participated via 
phone or WebEx video con-
ference.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino was also in atten-
dance and brought forth 
several measures.

While the meeting was a 
novel first for the Council, 

and there were some hic-
cups in the first portion of 
the meeting, but overall the 
gathering was of great im-
portance.

The Council heard an 
emergency request from 
Ambrosino to provide 
$500,000 in funding to help 
with the City’s response 
to help those affected by, 
or who were sick from, 
COVID-19.

Chelsea City Council meets online

See MEETING Page 5
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By Seth Daniel

The Massachusetts 
Bankers Association 
(MBA) reported varying 
degrees of success over 
their membership banks 
with the federal Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) 
and the Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan (EDIL) – 
two key parts of the feder-
al CARES Act that look to 
help prop up small busi-
nesses across the nation.

The PPP was the big 
story going into effect by 
taking applications at most 
banks last Friday, and the 
rush was certainly on for 
small businesses with un-
der 500 employees to par-
ticipate in the $350 billion 
program administered by 
banks and the Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA).

“The approval process 
and the money should start 
happening I think by the 
end of the week, at the lat-
est, barring any unforeseen 
circumstances,” said Daniel 
Forte, president and CEO 
of Mass Bankers on Mon-
day. “There was $30 billion 
of the $350 billion submit-
ted and approved national-
ly by Sunday. From Friday 
to Sunday the SBA did a 
year’s worth of lending na-
tionwide. That’s amazing in 
one respect, as that’s about 
what they do in one year, 
but it’s also a good remind-
er that patience is going to 
be required here. I think the 
industry feels it’s a win-
win.”

Forte said none of the 
135 banks in his mem-
bership had any loans ap-
proved over the weekend, 
but he did say several had 
good experiences with the 
application process and 
successfully submitted 
complete applications for 
customers.

However, there were 
also hiccups and the system 
was a little on-the-fly and 
“clunky.”

First, he said, the reg-
ulations of the program 
weren’t submitted in final 
form until Thursday night, 
the night before the launch 
of the PPP, and there was 
also still no formal applica-
tion.

A lot of the existing 
SBA lender banks, he said 
– which is about 1,000 of 
5,200 banks, got a jump 
start on the program. Many 
of them moved quickly to 
have online webinars and 
instruction calls for exist-
ing customers, but for those 
without those existing re-
lationships, things moved 
slower.

In all, he said things 
would likely move slower 
because many banks are 
not physically open, and 
they’re being flooded with 
so many applications.

“An example is one re-
gional bank of ours had 
25,000 applications on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
already and they had eight 
people to process them and 
they were all working out of 
their houses,” he said. “So 
you have to be sympathet-

ic to that and those issues. 
The operative word, again, 
should be patience. The 
banks want to get moving 
and small business owners 
want to get in the queue.”

Many of the banks also 
reported that the portal to 
process applications was 
jammed as banks and cus-
tomers tried to apply all at 
once Friday and into the 
weekend, a problem he said 
likely would work its way 
out as time goes on.

“There were banks that 
started at midnight Thurs-
day into Friday process-
ing applications,” he said. 
“Many were not able to 
immediately put those 
through because the portal 
can only accept so many 
hits at a time, and things get 
stuck. Lenders had applica-
tions, but could not access 
the portal because it was 
jammed.”

He said if there is a sec-
ond round or a tweak of the 
program, he can see there 
being a way for others to 
process the applications 
and the banks to disperse 
the money, having a second 
market liquidity platform 
created.

“It’s just not in the cur-
rent business model of 
banks so be able to process 
this many loans in a week,” 
he said. 

He also said many banks 
have already been busy 
working with customers, 
especially borrowers look-
ing to modify their loans 
or mortgages. His member-
ship has been rushing to do 

those things the last three 
weeks, adding to the work-
load.

“The banks have been 
working with customers 
for three weeks now,” he 
said. “It’s not like the PPP 
is the only things they’ve 
done. For the customers 
who have been impacted by 
business with the COVID 
virus…they have already 
been working with banks to 
modify their business loans 
or mortgages.”

In all, the programs are 
in great need, and Forte 
said the SBA is trying to 
pull off an amazing feat to 
help with the assistance of 
banks in every region of the 
country. That will happen, 
but it may not be instant.

“There will be hiccups,” 
he said. “It’s nobody’s fault. 
It’s not the lenders fault, the 
SBA’s fault, or the Admin-
istration’s fault. Everyone 
is trying to do what they 
can do within current situ-
ation. We want to be part of 
it, but there are going to be 
logjams.”

Business owners wish-
ing to apply should review 
the information available 
at: https://home.treasury.
gov/policy-issues/top-pri-
ori t ies/cares-act/assis-
tance-for-small-business-
es.   Borrowers will need 
payroll records for the past 
year, Tax ID numbers, and 
information on each indi-
vidual with more than a 20 
percent ownership stake in 
the company.

Mass Bankers: Operative word is 
‘patience’ with large federal loan programs providers for telemedicine 

visits and relaxing certain 
regulations. Two days later, 
the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
broadened access to Medi-
care telehealth services so 
that beneficiaries can re-
ceive a wider range of ser-
vices from their providers 
without having to travel to 
a health care facility.

  Now that these barri-
ers have been reduced, the 
use of telemedicine is sky-
rocketing at EBNHC and 
medical facilities across the 
country. Over the last two 
weeks, EBNHC provided 
more than 6,000 telemedi-
cine visits, with 640 occur-
ring on the busiest day. Vid-
eo conferencing launches 
this week, which will sig-
nificantly enhance the tele-
medicine experience for pa-
tients as well as providers.

 Do you need to schedule 
a telemedicine appointment 
with your primary care 
provider? Did you miss an 
appointment that needs to 
be rescheduled? If so, call 
617-569-5800 to schedule 
a telemedicine appoint-
ment. This is especially im-
portant if you have a chron-
ic or a behavioral health 
condition.  You should be 
treated if needed, especial-
ly during this public health 
crisis.

Any EBNHC patient 
who has fever and flu-like 
symptoms or has had a 
possible COVID-19 expo-
sure should not come to the 
health center. Instead, call 
the health center at 617-
569-5800 for phone screen-
ing. If appropriate, you will 
be given instructions on 
how to get tested.

  Recently, Mayor Walsh 
announced the launch of 
two online dashboards 
that allow Boston resi-
dents to see the number of 
COVID-19 cases in Boston 
and throughout the state. 
The dashboards are part 
of a suite of digital tools 
available to residents that 
includes a  texting service 
in six languages, online city 
services, and frequently 
updated resources and fact-
sheets. Visit  www.boston.
gov/coronavirus.

  For as long as it takes, 
EBNHC will continue 
working with local and 
national public health of-
ficials to ensure the safety 
of our staff, patients, and 
members of the communi-
ties we serve. EBNHC has 
partnered with Independent 
Newspaper Group to bring 
you this content, which 
also appears at  ebnhc.org/
COVID19  and on our so-
cial media channels.

have tested negative. Al-
most all of the residents 
have now been tested, and 
there are 258 residents now 
waiting for the results of 
their tests.

Nine staff members have 
tested positive as well. Staff 
testing was in progress and 
is expected to be done this 
week as well. Staff that are 
currently on medical leave 
are also being screened 
via drive through testing 
in the parking lot. Staffing 
is being managed, said a 
spokesman, to provide safe 
care for residents, and the 
Home has put in place per 

diem contracts with nurses 
so they can start immedi-
ately.

Meanwhile, the spokes-
man reported that all com-
munity and shared areas 
have been closed, and resi-
dents in the dorm are being 
screened as they come in 
and out of that residence. 
Visitors are restricted, and 
have been.

When residents test 
positive for COVID-19, 
they are enforcing isola-
tion rooms and quarantine 
zones, and increased use of 
Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE). In those cas-

es they are also restricting 
visitors and increasing hy-
giene and disinfecting pro-
tocols.

All veteran residents 
who test positive for 
COVID-19 have been 
transferred to the Boston 
VA Health Care System, 
and if additional veteran 
residents test positive they 
will be proactively trans-
ferred to be properly quar-
antined and cared for. 

To help residents com-
municate with loved ones 
during restrictions, the fol-
lowing measures have been 
taken:

•I-pads have been deliv-
ered to Chelsea  to support 
veteran resident communi-
cations, with assistance of 
social workers.

•Families can also re-
quest updates on their 
loved ones by contacting 
the Home at  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:CSH@mass.gov” 
\t “_blank” CSH@mass.
gov. 

•Please note the Sol-
diers’ Home can only share 
medical information about 
a resident with the autho-
rized health care proxy on 
file. 

Home /Continued from Page 1

By Seth Daniel

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic has now hit Wynn 
Resorts in three locations 
– Everett, Las Vegas and 
China – the company an-
nounced a private offering 
on Tuesday to raise $350 
million in capital as uncer-
tainty now and in the future 
unfolds.

On Tuesday, the com-
pany announced a private 
offering of $350 million in 
senior notes that would be 
due in 2025, saying they 
would use the net proceeds 
from the offering for gener-
al corporate purposes and 
to pay related fees and ex-
penses. Already, the com-
pany has said it would pay 
employees, full and part-
time, their regular wages 
through May 15.

That comes also as un-
certainty worldwide in their 
product is on the horizon 
– something the company 
detailed in a filing Tuesday 
with the federal Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(SEC).

“The COVID-19 out-
break has significantly 
increased economic and 
demand uncertainty,” read 
the filing. “The current 
outbreak and continued 
spread of COVID-19 could 
cause a global recession, 
which would have a fur-
ther adverse  impact on our 
financial condition and op-

erations. Current economic 
forecasts for significant in-
creases in unemployment 
in the U.S. and other re-
gions due to the adoption 
of social distancing and 
other policies to slow the 
spread of the virus is likely 
to have a negative impact 
on demand for casino re-
sorts once our operations 
resume, and these impacts 
could exist for an extensive 
period of time.

“The extent of the effects 
of the outbreak on our busi-
ness and the casino resort 
industry at large is highly 
uncertain and will ultimate-
ly depend on future devel-
opments, including, but not 
limited to, the duration and 
severity of the outbreak, the 
length of time it takes for 
demand and pricing to re-
turn and normal economic 
and operating conditions to 
resume,” continued the nar-
rative.

Another key part in the 
form related to the high 
level of debt that Wynn 
Resorts carries for projects 
like Encore Boston Harbor, 
a new resort in Macau from 
2017, and other major proj-
ects in Las Vegas – as well 
as the settling of very ex-
pensive, ongoing litigation 
in early 2019.

The company detailed 
that capital markets may 
not be available in the 
months to come, and per-
haps more certainly not in 

the terms they would find 
acceptable. Were they not 
to make the offering now, 
they seemed to indicate in 
the future they may not be 
able to pay their debts.

“To the extent COVID-19 
adversely affects our busi-
ness, operations, financial 
condition and operating re-
sults, it may also have the 
effect of heightening many 
of the other risks related to 
our business, including, but 
not limited to, those relating 
to our high level of indebt-
edness, our need to generate 
sufficient cash flows to ser-
vice our indebtedness, and 
our ability to comply with 
the covenants contained in 
the agreements that govern 
our indebtedness,” read the 
filing.

Few companies have 
been hit as hard and as fre-
quently by the pandemic as 
Wynn Resorts. In Febru-
ary, their Macau operations 
were closed for 15 days at 
a cost of about $2.5 million 
per day. Even though gam-
ing operations in Macau on 
March 20, visitation to the 
island gaming mecca is ex-
tremely limited. Many resi-
dents of China, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan have extreme 
limitations put on their en-
try into Macau and anyone 
not a citizen of Greater 
China (meaning most of 
the world) cannot travel to 
Macau still.

Of course, Encore Bos-

ton Harbor closed opera-
tions on March 15, and Las 
Vegas closed its casinos on 
March 17. Both are still 
closed until April 30 in Ve-
gas and May 4 in Everett, 
and the company estimated 
it is costing $3.5 million 
per day to keep those oper-
ations going.

Already, on March 25, 
the company announced 
that the Board of Directors 
and top executives – in-
cluding CEO Matt Maddox 
– would defer pay this year 
in exchange for stock in the 
company. Maddox agreed 
to defer all of his cash wag-
es for the entire year, while 
others agreed to forgo be-
tween 33 percent and high-
er of their wages.

Those move were meant 
to offset ongoing employee 
and payroll expenses at the 
properties.

•In other news, the Mas-
sachusetts Gaming Com-
mission (MGC) voted 
unanimously in a telecon-
ference meeting to contin-
ue the closure of all of its 
gaming licensees – includ-
ing Encore Boston Harbor 
– until May 4. They agreed 
that it was important to be 
consistent with Gov. Char-
lie Baker’s dictate about 
keeping non-essential busi-
nesses closed until May 4.

The MGC agreed to con-
vene in a meeting prior to 
May 4 to re-assess the con-
ditions within the state.

Wynn Resorts seeks $350 million in 
capital amidst local, worldwide uncertainty

hot spots in the state for the 
outbreak.

“That number is only 
the number of people test-
ed and those tested in our 
community is just a small 
percentage of the popula-
tion,” he said. “We’ve tried 
to keep the message simple, 
the message about staying 
home unless it is essential to 
get out of the house because 
you are an essential worker, 
need to go to the grocery 
or to get medicine. The 
Boston mayor set a curfew 
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. We’re 
going to say there is a cur-
few all day long – 24 hours 
a day. That’s our advice. It’s 
not an order, but our advice 
right now is to stay home. 
It’s voluntary compliance. 
We’re just saying there is 
no magic number with 9 to 
6. People right now should 
stay home at all times if 
they can.”

There were no official 
rates posted for Chelsea, as 
so many are sick but hav-
en’t been tested or sought 
treatment. Some estimates 
in the media were that the 
rate was 71 per 10,000, 
which is staggering when 
compared to Boston’s over-
all rate 18.1 per 10,000 rate 
on April 2.

“From what we can de-
termine, Chelsea has by far 
the highest rate of infection 
per 10,000 residents in the 
Commonwealth,” said Am-
brosino. 

The City has logged 
eight deaths attributed to 
COVID-19, with five of 
them being at the Soldiers’ 
Home, and 36 people have 
recovered from the virus.

In Everett, an order is-
sued on Tuesday included 
giving the police the ability 
to fine those that defied the 
curfew $300 per day. Am-
brosino said the police will 
not be empowered in Chel-
sea to practice enforcement 
of those in defiance, but he 
said large groups of people 
would be moved along.

“The Chief and I feel 
that voluntary compliance 
is what we’re looking for,” 
he said. “We have engaged 
gatherings and had them 
disperse. It’s not practical 
to write citations when peo-
ple have no obligation to 
give police their name or 
information. We’re not go-
ing to be locking people up. 
We’re trying to get the in-
formation to people and get 
them to comply voluntarily 
for everyone’s safety.”

•Construction has been 
mostly shut down

Ambrosino said con-
struction has not been com-
pletely shut down, but they 
are mostly following the 
governor’s edict about lim-
iting construction as much 
as possible. 

One of the few projects 
that will continue is the 
hotel project on 2nd Street, 
and that’s only because 
Ambrosino said he wants 
it to be ready in case it 
should need to be used for 
COVID-19 overflow.

“We want to get life-safe-
ty systems in there in case 
we need to use the hotel for 
the COVID-19 response,” 
he said. “I’d rather have 
it ready than not ready. 
There are some continued 
life-safety items that need 
to be put in there, including 
an elevator.”

•CPS Meal Distribution 
will continue

While Everett Pub-
lic Schools shut down its 
meals distribution sites this 
week, Ambrosino said it 
is too crucial a service for 
Chelsea families to shut 
down.

“It’s a balancing act on 
everything,” he said. “We 
feel in Chelsea that food 
distribution is too critical to 
the survival of our families 
to stop it. I recognize there 
is risk in running the pro-
grams, but the distribution 
of this food is essential we 
feel.”

Hot Spot /Continued from Page 1
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finishing her shift in the 
ER. “Everything we were 
preparing for is coming to 
bear and now we are ex-
periencing the surges I had 
hoped wouldn’t come. Our 
volume had actually gone 
down by one-third, but to 
counter the lower volumes 
was the fact that the acui-
ty level is greater. I would 
say three-quarters, about 80 
percent, of our patients are 
coming in sick. With that 
many presenting sick we 
have begun suspecting they 
are COVID-positive. The 
ICU has been full for over 
one week, including with 
continued admissions and 
transfers out.”

Just on Monday af-
ternoon, Dr. Lai-Becker 
counted 10 new admissions 
on her chart that they are 
taking care of in the depart-
ment. While they would 
have about five patients on a 
ventilator in the ICU during 
normal times, she said they 
have a dozen or more now 
that need ICU and venti-
lation care – a treatment 
that is the highest level of 
treatment for most hospi-
tals. Most of that treatment 
is demanding a ratio of two 
patients to every nurse as a 
result of the overall surge to 
the ICU.

Dr. Lai-Becker said, in 
response to that, the hospi-
tal has expanded their ICU 
beds, using the post-anes-
thesia care unit as a make-
shift ICU – a place where 
normally patients recover 
from surgery. Right now, 
they have the appropriate 
space, but have been trans-
ferring patients to other 
places using ambulances 
when need be.

“When we don’t have a 
bed available here, we get 
people moved to our sister 
campus in Cambridge,” she 
said. “If those beds are full, 
we send them to a location 
that has a bed available…
We have been lucky to be 
able to partner with the ter-
tiary hospitals like MGH, 
BMC, Beth Israel, the 
Brigham and Tufts. They 
understand the challeng-
es we face and understand 
why we are calling them 
for help; it’s because our 
ICU is full. They are won-
derful and do what they can 
to help us out. Talk about a 
large, statewide and region-
al effort – that’s what that 
is.”

Pausing, Dr. Lai-Becker 
did confirm they have had 
several patients die from 
COVID-19 while in their 
care, but it was a painful 
topic for her and her staff as 
they don’t know how much 
more of that lies ahead. 
What they do know is that 
the patients they are seeing 
are not exclusively the old 
and infirm that were talked 
about last month.

“About half of our pa-
tients seem to be in their 
40s and 50s,” she said. “We 
are getting quite a number 
of patients in their 20s and 
30s – not as many in their 
20s. It is now not surpris-
ing to see someone here in 
their 30s. They come in and 
we know we’ll send the test 
and it will be positive. It’s 
been surprising that regard-
less of age, it’s very stark.”

She said they have been 
fortunate in that many of 
those patients can be treat-
ed and then sent home with 
home oxygen kits to help 
them breath, and they can 
recover outside of the hos-
pital setting and make way 
for sicker patients. That is a 
good reason for social dis-
tancing, and for people to 
stay in the home as much as 
possible. There is a direct 
correlation with not heed-
ing those warnings, and the 
hospital being inundated 
with new and more criti-
cal cases. It is one of the 
few protections the public 
can provide for health care 
workers like Lai-Becker 
and her staff.

“It’s definitely the real 
world playing out,” she 
said. “It’s important to so-
cial distance and the better 
we do with that, the better 
we can have these resources 
around for everyone. Get-
ting a large rush of patients 
right now might get us to 
a point where there isn’t 
enough ventilators or hos-
pital beds. It’s something 
everyone is watching so 
closely in Massachusetts.”

Another way to help is 
by donating or making Per-
sonal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) for the health care 
workers. Dr. Lai-Becker 
said they were able to se-
cure a large amount of N95 
masks from the New En-
gland Patriots humanitarian 
mission that used the team 
plane to go to China and get 
more than 1 million masks 
for the state. However, as a 
community hospital sitting 
beside many large medical 
centers, they may not get 
all the supplies they need 
ahead of those larger hos-
pitals. That is why she said 
they welcome and appre-
ciate the community dona-
tions.

“We know there are a 
lot of makers out there and 
we welcome cloth masks, 
we welcome cloth gowns, 
and the welcome the tech 
savvy folks who are us-
ing 3-D printers…to make 
sure we have the respirators 
needed to protect us,” she 
said. “We’re really grateful 
for every glove, mask and 
gown and disinfectant we 
get. Every little bit makes a 
difference and as a commu-
nity hospital, it’s wonder-
ful…We’re not a big jug-
gernaut. We’re not MGH.”

It is, in fact, the support 
of the community that has 
kept the staff going in the 
surges from the area com-
munities like Everett, Chel-
sea and Revere – where 
their patient base mostly 
resides.

Small things, she said, 
like Everett Police Chief 
Steve Mazzie dropping by 
on Monday with several 
baskets of “treats” for the 
ER staff keep the morale up 
in what has become a chal-
lenging day most every day.

“I have to give a shout 
out to Chief Mazzie for 
bringing that by,” she said, 
“and for everyone else in 
the community who has 
thought of us in so many 
ways and supported their 
community hospital. Those 
things mean so much; we 
were so encouraged when 

he came in with those treats 
for us. It means so much to 
have that support.”

Two weeks ago was all 
about preparations, and 
this week has been about 
treating and hoping that the 
next two weeks don’t see 
any further surge – as the 
hospital is pretty much full 
already. It is a remarkable 
change in a short period 
of time, and scary in that 
no one in the ER is certain 
what next week will bring.

“It is a distinctly dif-
ferent place than where 
we were only a short time 
ago,” she said. 

“It is an all hands on 
deck effort for sure,” she 
continued. “We’re fortunate 
to be here in Boston and to 
be serving this community 
and to be as well-resourced 
as we can be given that at 
the end of the day, we’re a 
community hospital that’s 
working with what we 
have.”

Sidebar – (set aside in a 
box or separate story – not 
just a trailing sidebar, pretty 
big news)

CHA Everett working on 
innovative treatment to help 
slow COVID’s infection

Looking to find anything 
that might help the most se-
rious COVID-19 patients, 
Dr. Melisa Lai-Becker of 
the CHA Everett Emergen-
cy Department said they 
have started a new protocol 
to try to slow the attack of 
COVID-19 on the lungs.

That possible treatment 
is simply put – the antidote 
for Tylenol poisoning – and 
it might be showing some 
signs of working.

“We’re starting one new 
procedural protocol using 
a medium that we could be 
incorporating into a clinical 
trial study,” she said. “We 
are hopeful it’s helping 
these patients. It’s not been 
in the news a lot and it’s 
something we developed on 
the toxicology side.”

The treatment is a medi-
cine that is used for Tylenol 
poisoning, and they hope it 
can help to stop the aggres-
sive attack on the lungs in 
patients that fail to recover. 
When COVID-19 attacks 
the lungs, she said it un-
leashes a “storm” of cy-
tokines – which are small 
proteins that help cells 
communicate. Those pro-
teins seem to inhibit the im-
mune system of those that 
aren’t recovering, and there 
is hope that the antidote 
might slow that process and 
keep the immune system 
intact.

“Those who have 
COVID-19, about 80 to 
85 percent don’t need a 
hospital and their immune 
systems are ok,” she said. 
“Those who are sick enough 
to be in the ICU, it seems 
to be their immune systems 
go awry. It starts attacking 
their lungs. The idea is this 
medicine might slow that 
down before it happens.”

There are no results right 
now, but Dr. Lai-Becker – 
who is also involved in the 
toxicology department – 
said they have hope for it to 
be useful.

accident, for instance, people 
didn’t necessarily take the 
time to put on PPE or masks, 
but now everyone represents 
a potential coronavirus pa-
tient, even at a car accident, 
and especially with 12,000 
people having the virus in 
the state and any number 
of others who don’t know 
they have it….It’s a lot more 
preparation and a lot more 
time on task because they 
know they have to put on the 
full PPE and mask for every 
patient they encounter.”

Overall call volumes for 
Cataldo have decreased in 
the last several weeks across 
all communities, Cataldo 
said, and that’s likely be-
cause so many people are at 
home heeding the isolation 
orders. There are a number 
of people, he said, that think 
they might be sick, but really 
it’s the anxiety of the situa-
tion that’s working on them.

“There are a lot of people 
with high anxiety and they 
are worried,” he said. “Once 
one of our people can give 
them information on what 
the symptoms are and check 
their levels, they try to figure 
out if they need to go to the 
hospital, and they let them 
know that it is risky to go to 
the hospital.”

However, other calls they 
encounter can be quite seri-
ous when they see sick pa-
tients who need immediate 
care, and it can be worrisome 
for those in the field.

That said, Cataldo said it’s 
the kind of things that EMTs 
and paramedics run to, rather 
than run from.

“This situation is kind 
of why people get into this 

field,” he said. “When peo-
ple run from a health care 
scare, our people want to run 
in where others want to run 
out. There is a level of anxi-
ety out there because no one 
knows if this will come and 
go or if it will linger around 
or be more of a destructive 
pandemic than it already is. 
You need to be able to envi-
sion and end in sight. When 
it really isn’t defined and 
they’re fighting something 
endless, there is more anxi-
ety.”

To protect those workers 
on the ambulance, Cataldo 
said protocols start from the 
time they report to work. 
Each worker gets their tem-
perature tested and they 
have to fill out a form about 
whether or not they are ex-
periencing symptoms. When 
they leave headquarters to go 
into the field and respond to 
calls, they carry substantial 
PPE in the vehicle. That PPE 
includes gloves, masks, full 
face shields, full gowns and 
N95 masks.

“It’s mostly the same as 
what you might see being 
worn in hospitals and health 
care environments, and that 
is what we’re going out into 
the field with in order to have 
safe patient contact,” he said.

So far, Cataldo said they 
have been lucky in their 
workforce, as only a few 
workers in their fleet of about 
80 to 90 ambulance compa-
nies have come up positive. 

One of the overarching 
worries for ambulance com-
panies, public safety officials 
and health care workers is 
what would happen if large 
numbers of their staff test 

positive – resulting in the 
quarantine of many others 
on the staff that have had 
contact with them. In such a 
case, there is concern that a 
shortage of first responders, 
including ambulance per-
sonnel, could suddenly be in 
short supply.

“That’s a concern on the 
minds of everyone in health 
care right now,” Cataldo said. 
“It would be tough to have 
to quarantine large numbers 
of individuals. If it resem-
bles some of the indicated 
trends and looks anything 
like it does in New York, it’s 
going to be difficult to tell 
people they’re on a 14-day 
quarantine because they’ve 
been exposed…I don’t think 
anybody has any answers for 
that right now and so far, we 
have not had that happen.”

Like most all providers, 
Cataldo said the public can 
help his ambulance com-
panies by practicing social 
distancing and staying out 
of public gatherings. A surge 
of patient calls could expose 
ambulance workers and 
overwhelm the entire sys-
tem.

“From a health care per-
spective there is a pretty 
serious virus going on and 
actually it is a pandemic,” he 
said. “Though you might feel 
well and others around you 
might feel well, you don’t 
know who’s carrying it.”

Cataldo Ambulance has 
between 80 to 90 ambulance 
companies operating every 
day in 18-plus communities 
– a network that includes 
serving Everett, Revere and 
Chelsea.

virus será especialmente 
peligrosa en las próximas 
dos semanas. Le pedimos 
a todos los residentes de 
Chelsea a quedarse en casa 
todo el día a menos que tra-
baje en una tarea categori-
zada como esencial o tenga 
que hacer un viaje esencial 
(como comprar alimentos o 
medicamentos).

Si alguien en su hogar 
está enfermo, nadie debe 

salir de la casa por ningún 
motivo. Pídale a amigos o 
familiares fuera de la casa 
que le traigan comida o me-
dicamentos.

Si no hay nadie que 
pueda ayudar, la Ciudad 
puede entregar alimentos 
de emergencia o ayudar-
lo con otras necesidades 
básicas. Los residentes de 
Chelsea pueden llamar al 
311 o al 617-466-4209 para 

obtener ayuda.
Esto es un mensaje para 

todas las familias, quedarse 
en la casa y mantener la dis-
tancia física con los demás 
es la única forma de man-
tenerse a salvo y detener la 
propagación del virus en la 
comunidad.

Su vida, y la vida de sus 
vecinos, depende de su co-
operación

Notice /Continued from Page 1

By Seth Daniel

Hospital officials and 
City officials are reporting 
this week that Latino resi-
dents – particularly in Chel-
sea, East Boston and Law-
rence – are being infected 
with the COVID-19 virus 
at a greater rate than other 
groups.

On Tuesday, Mass Gen-
eral Hospital indicated to 
reporters that were seeing 
35-40 percent of their ad-
missions into the hospital to 
be Latinos – which was 400 
percent higher than what 
they had predicted and far 
outsizing their percentage of 
the population. 

That was first report-
ed on WBUR Radio, and 
a spokesperson for MGH 
couldn’t confirm it for the 
Record by press time.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said he certainly be-
lieves that Latinos are com-
ing down with COVID-19 
more readily, just like ev-
ery other majority-minority 
community – and he’s ask-
ing for more resources in 
light of that fact.

“Absolutely,” he said. 
“There is no question that 
majority minority commu-
nities like Chelsea are being 
disproportionately impacted 
by this virus in a major way. 
It’s Chelsea, Brockton and 

Lawrence. The numbers are 
staggering in Chelsea – the 
infection rate. That’s making 
things incredibly danger-
ous in Chelsea and why we 
want people to stay home at 
all hours. We’ve shared the 
numbers with MEMA and 
those at the state. They want 
to deploy resources equally 
around the Commonwealth 
and we want them to see 
that we need those resources 
here. 

“Chelsea, Revere, Brock-
ton and Lawrence,” he con-
tinued. “That’s where the 
situation is critical and no-
where else.”

Numbers in East Boston 
have also shown an outsized 
infection rate in the Hispanic 
community there. In neigh-
borhood numbers released 
last Friday, East Boston had 
the second highest rate of in-
fection in all of Boston, with 
a 27.7 per 10,000 rate. There 
are no official numbers for 
Chelsea’s rate as so few 
have been tested, but some 
in the media have suggested 
a rate of up to 71 per 10,000.

Many have argued about 
why the Latino population is 
turning up sick so often.

Clearly, many have had 
to, or chose to, continue go-
ing to work, and many ride 
public transportation.

Others have argued that 
information about the out-
break didn’t reach deep into 

the community until it was 
too late. Still, others have 
said there was a lack of seri-
ousness in the community at 
first, and persistent rumors 
that it was a hoax perpe-
trated by President Donald 
Trump to try to deport Span-
ish-speaking people.

It could have been all of 
those, or none of them.

Ambrosino said in Chel-
sea he believes it is because 
conditions are very dense, 
and many people in the 
community were essential 
workers.

“The explanation is not 
that complicated,” he said. 
“These are all communities 
with very dense populations 
and crowded living condi-
tions. They are economical-
ly disadvantaged and tend to 
work in low-wage jobs that 
are essential and most get 
there by using crowded pub-
lic transportation.

“I don’t think it’s a level 
of information or under-
standing on the part of res-
idents,” he continued. “I 
think it’s a product of people 
living in crowded housing 
situations. They don’t get 
to isolate themselves in the 
third master bedroom like 
people can do in the sub-
urbs…Even in this crisis, 
some of the buses people 
ride to get to work are very 
crowded.”

Latino residents said to be infected 
at a greater rate than others

By Seth Daniel

The City has moved to 
create a partnership with 
Everett and Revere to poten-
tially use a hotel on Rt. 1 in 
Revere to house COVID-19 
patients who seemingly 
have nowhere else to go.

Already, Ambrosino said, 
that has happened in Chel-
sea, and it’s what prompted 
him to move quickly to part-
ner with other communities. 
The state’s MEMA operates 
a hotel for such situations, 
but it is in Lexington, and 
many believe it will fill up 
quickly.

“We are working hard to 
secure the Quality Inn in 
Revere,” he said. “The lo-
gistics of doing that is ex-

traordinarily challenging. 
They’re going to hand us 
the keys and say good luck. 
We have to decide how to 
operate it and staff it. It’s 
incredibly complicated and 
we hope to do that next 
week…We’re still working 
out the details now and it’s 
not done.”

The issue in Chelsea crept 
up due to complicated living 
situations that many in the 
city find themselves in – and 
which become very diffi-
cult when someone comes 
up positive for COVID-19. 
Ambrosino said one resident 
had been living with extend-
ed family for some time, but 
then went to the hospital and 
tested positive for the virus.

Upon being discharged, 
that resident was told they 

couldn’t return to the home 
where they had been living.

It is situations like that 
- which have come up in 
Chelsea, in Revere, and are 
believed to come soon in 
Everett – that brought all 
three City leaders together 
on the issue.

“In a perfect world, 
MEMA would be able to 
step in and provide this ser-
vice, but they are stretched 
thin all over the state,” he 
said. “Cities and Towns 
need to take it on themselves 
to solve problems and I need 
to solve this fast.”

Ambrosino said if anyone 
is in trouble for any reason, 
whether housing or food, 
they should call 3-1-1, or 
(617) 466-4209.

Chelsea collaborates on hotel for COVID
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LETTER to the Editor

Guest Op-Ed

Lyft has been a lifeline for me

ONE DAY AT A TIME: IT’S
“GROUNDHOG DAY” 

FOR EVERYBODY

Here’s one way to view the current situation in which 
we all find ourselves:

Prior to the pandemic sweeping the nation and the 
world, our lives were such that each day truly was a new 
day, filled with new challenges and the possibility of new 
excitement, albeit to varying degrees.

Today however, with most of us locked down in our 
homes, our daily routines have taken on a stunning same-
ness that is bereft of any sense of the usual moments of joy 
that form the essence of our humanity.

Similar to the classic Bill Murray movie “Groundhog 
Day” from 1993 (wow, has it really been 27 years?), each 
day seems to be a repeat of the day before.

The daily news in particular has a feeling of being in 
“Groundhog Day” mode. The headlines, politicians, and 
talking heads basically tell us the same thing, day after day 
after day, to the point where most of us now are tuning it 
out.

And yet, unlike the movie, there is nothing humorous 
about the real-life Groundhog Day in which we find our-
selves.

The COVID-19 pandemic by far is the most tragic, 
far-reaching, and life-changing event that every American 
has faced since the end of World War II 75 years ago.

The phrase, “One day at a time,” which is meant both as 
an inspiration and an admonition to those among us who 
struggle wth substance abuse and other issues, now applies 
to every person, in every corner of the globe, regardless of 
fame, wealth, power, or any other status that differentiates 
us from anyone else.

The news that public figures as disparate as the actor 
Tom Hanks, Boris Johnson (the Prime Minister of En-
gland), and James Dolan (the billionaire owner of the New 
York Knicks and Comcast) have contracted COVID-19 -- 
on three different continents -- makes it clear that the coro-
navirus does not discriminate and is world-wide in scope. 

In short, there is no escape -- no way out -- for every 
human being on the planet.

Moreover, with public health authorities informing us 
that the ongoing lack of testing in the United States con-
tinues to leave our nation flying blind in the face of the 
pandemic, we truly will have reason to fear every inter-
action with another human being (even if we and they are 
fully-masked and we space ourselves six feet apart) for the 
foreseeable future. 

Without any understanding of the true  extent of the 
spread of the disease in the United States, no one can pre-
dict when we will begin to see the light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

“One day at a time” will be our mantra for many days 
to come.

Guest Op-Ed

No Easter for America?
Dr. Glenn Mollette
Because of Covid-19 

many churches will not be 
in their sanctuaries for Eas-
ter, April 12, 2020. 

Easter Sunday can fall 
on any date between March 
22nd  and April 25th. The 
dates change because Eas-
ter happens on the Sunday 
following the Paschal Full 
Moon. The word Paschal 
means “Passover” in Greek 
which is a transliteration of 
the Hebrew word pesach. 
The Paschal Full Moon 
is the first full moon after 
the Spring Equinox. This 
is sometimes referred to as 
the Egg Moon. This moon 
sometimes occurs in March 
and sometimes in April. So, 
April 12 is not locked in for 
Easter every year, but it is 
the date for 2020.

Easter 2020 will be re-
membered for a very long 
time as the Sunday America 
had no Easter. Or, the Eas-
ter where churches did not 

gather in small and large 
buildings. This is disap-
pointing to multitudes. It is 
the “one” Sunday that many 
Americans attend church. 
Globally, churches pull out 
all the stops for presenting 
their best music. Ministers 
have been working the last 
several weeks polishing up 
their sermons.   But it’s the 
same story, the old story 
that, once a year, people 
come to hear. 

  Some people still buy 
new clothes for Easter. 
Americans are more casual 
than ever but retailers still 
make out good for Easter, 
but not this year. Macy’s 
and other retailers just fur-
loughed hundreds of thou-
sands of workers. For these 
retailers Easter has been 
cancelled and they are feel-
ing it in their pocketbooks. 

The first Easter didn’t 
have a date of April 12. We 
don’t know the date. We do 
know that the followers of 

Jesus were terrified. They 
had just watched him cru-
cified on a cross and they 
feared they were next. Fi-
nancially they were strug-
gling because they had left 
everything to follow Jesus. 
They had “sheltered” them-
selves in fear of the reli-
gious opposition.

That first Sunday morn-
ing Mary Magdalene ar-
rived at the tomb to anoint 
Jesus’ body.  In the middle 
of her sorrow Jesus ap-
peared, spoke her name and 
Mary realizing it was Jesus 
called him “Teacher”.  She 
must have put her arms 
around Jesus because he 
said, “Don’t hold onto me, 
I have not ascended to my 
father.” John 20:17 Essen-
tially, he said, “Don’t touch 
me!” This story is more rel-
evant all the time.  The sad-
dest weekend of Mary’s life 
turned into the greatest day 
of her life as she became 
the first witness of the risen 

Jesus, later exclaiming to 
the disciples, “I have seen 
The Lord!”   Wouldn’t you 
like to have that kind of 
Easter? We will miss gath-
ering in church this Easter 
but experiencing Easter and 
the risen Christ can happen 
even if you are alone.

There will be Easter on 
April 12. There will be 
Easter for every person on 
the planet who will take 
the time to celebrate the 
old story, the good news 
of Easter wherever you are 
and whatever your situa-
tion, this Easter 2020.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national colum-
nist –  American Issues and 
Common Sense opinions, 
analysis, stories and fea-
tures appear each week In 
over 500 newspapers, web-
sites and blogs across the 
United States.

As COVID-19 contin-
ues to erode our nation’s 
health and economy, I am 
perpetually worried for 
my family’s future. Every 
day, I read about how more 
and more people are get-
ting laid off from their jobs 
and struggling to find new 
work. 

That’s why being able 
to earn through rideshare 
platforms like Lyft have 
been such a lifeline for me. 
Even in these dark times, as 
a single mother of two, in-
cluding a child with special 
needs, I am able to earn an 
income to support my fami-
ly through driving. And the 
flexibility to turn the app 
on and off whenever I want 
means I’m in control of 
when I work and for how-
ever long.

That’s why it’s so terri-
fying to hear that this flex-
ibility could soon come to 
an abrupt end if a judge 

here in Massachusetts rules 
rideshare drivers must be 
reclassified as employees in 
a pending court case. Even 
though I know the inten-
tions are well meaning, this 
would be a disaster for me 
and my family.

Just look at all these 
other companies that are 
having to drastically cut 
back on their employees 
right now. If Lyft had to 
reclassify drivers at a time 
like this, they would likely 
have to do the same, mean-
ing the vast majority of us, 
tens of thousands of people, 
would lose flexibility and 
wouldn’t be able to support 
ourselves on the platform 
at all anymore. And even 
worse, it would mean we 
could lose the new stimu-
lus benefits provided to us 
under the new federal relief 
law, things like paid sick 
and family leave for when 
we can’t drive, if we fall ill, 

our families fall ill, or our 
children are without child-
care. In short, we would 
gain nothing and risk losing 
everything.

This goes without say-
ing, but traditional em-
ployment doesn’t work for 
everybody in the best of 
times. I had a job before 
the outbreak that required 
me to work set shifts with 
no flexibility. This was hard 
for me because my child 
with autism requires regular 
care and visits to the doctor. 
I couldn’t take time off the 
way I needed to and I ended 
up having to leave the job. 
And as we get through this 
pandemic and deal with the 
economic fallout, I know I 
won’t be alone in needing 
access to this type of flex-
ible work, especially as 
those currently getting laid 
off by their employers try to 
stay afloat.

This is not the time for 

opportunistic lawyers to 
try and use a crisis to win 
unjustified lawsuits, and 
our legal system shouldn’t 
put into jeopardy the very 
essential services deemed 
critical by Governor Baker 
that millions are counting 
on. If an injunction is is-
sued, even temporarily, ac-
cess to essential activities 
in the hardest hit commu-
nities will be interrupted -- 
maybe permanently.  

I get it. Everyone is hav-
ing a tough time these days. 
But the idea of losing my 
flexibility and such an im-
portant part of my income 
in the midst of this pandem-
ic and volatile economy is 
a terrifying thought. Please 
don’t hurt me and family 
any more than we already 
are.

 
Brenda Castillo

Chelsea-based 
Lyft driver

PROTECT NURSING 
HOME RESIDENTS

The following letter was 
sent April 7 from AARP 
Massachusetts to Gover-
nor Baker regarding nurs-
ing home and long-term 
care regulations during 
COVID-19:

 Dear Governor Baker:
On behalf of 775,000 

AARP members in Mas-

sachusetts, we are writing 
regarding the Massachu-
setts Department of Public 
Health order dated March 
10, 2020 providing guid-
ance on MassHealth reg-
ulations for transfers and 
discharge of long-term care 
facility residents, 130 CMR 
456.701 through 456.704. 
In addition, we are writing 
regarding 610.028 through 
610.032, for the limited 

purpose of safely transfer-
ring and discharging all res-
idents living in a long-term 
care facility that is intended 
to be used as a designated 
COVID-19 facility.

We deeply appreciate the 
state’s focus on protecting 
the health and safety of our 
state’s older population, 
nursing home residents and 
LTSS recipients, which is 
paramount. We are, howev-

er, very concerned that cur-
rent state guidance does not 
adequately protect nursing 
home residents during this 
public health emergency.

Release Of Informa-
tion On Facilities With 
Covid-19 Positive Cases 

We urge Massachu-
setts’ Department of Pub-
lic Health to release pub-
licly the names of nursing 

See LETTER Page 12
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Ambrosino said it was 
a critical funding, and he 
credited the Council with 
their quick action in a new 
online format. The emer-
gency money will be used 
for emergency housing, 
food purchases, hygiene 
items and isolation/quaran-
tine buildings.

The Council also ap-
proved a measure that 
would continue property 
tax bills, excise tax bills 
and water and sewer bills, 
which were due in the com-
ing weeks. 

The Council voted unan-
imously to allow people 
more time to pay, calling 
for them to be paid by June 
1, but giving a grace period 
without fees until June 30.

“As long as residents 
pay by June 30, you will 
not be charged any interest 
or fees,” said Ambrosino. 
“Essentially, you have until 
June 30 to pay even though 
the due date is now June 1.”

McClellan
H I G H W A Y

T H E  A I R P O R T  L O G I S T I C S  H U B

M U L T I P L E  O F F I C E  S U I T E S  A V A I L A B L E

4 4 0  •  4 8 0

Tim Lahey
+1 617 933 0158

tim.lahey@cbre.com

McClellan
H I G H W A Y440 McClellan

H I G H W A Y480

Business Class priority Boarding

boston’s backyard

Modern amenities

high-end finishes

Meeting/Continued from Page 1

Visit chelsearecord.com

CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM • INFO@CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM
Boston Harbor Real Estate | 188 Sumner Street | East Boston

JEFF BOWEN 781-201-9488
SANDRA CASTILLO 617-780-6988

Yo Hablo Español

20 Years 
Experience

NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO LIST YOUR HOME/CONDO 
OR MULTI-FAMILY FOR SALE WITH US

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Rachid Moumade RET      	 979 Broadway LLC	 977 Broadway              	 $1,050,000
Rachid Moumade RET      	 979 Broadway LLC	 979 Broadway                    	 $1,050,00
Dibartolomeo, Anthony J	 Joyce Black RET     	 100 Captains Row #206       	 $344,500
Beacon Realty Group LLC	 Gates, Beth	 158 Central Ave             	 $555,000
Henriquez-Jordan, Walter	 Disalvo FT         	 164 Spencer Ave             	 $570,000
Pickard, Molly	 Vozzella Property Mgmt	 214 Washington Ave #1        	 $270,000

Gov. Charlie Baker an-
nounced good and bad 
news on Thursday requir-
ing the anticipated surge 
of COVID-19 cases in 
the coming 20 days - with 
the good news being there 
are ample Acute beds and 
the state’s death rate from 
COVID-19 is lower than 
other states, and the bad 
news being that even with 
an expansion of ICU beds 
at existing hospitals the 
state will likely be short up 
to 500 beds.

State officials, in re-
sponse, are looking to build 
Field Hospitals to take the 
stress off of medical centers 
– including hiring a con-
tractor that can quickly be-
gin to build out places like 
the South Boston Conven-
tion Center if need be. The 
plan to build up to 1,000 

beds in this fashion around 
the state.

Gov. Baker’s COVID-19 
Response Command Cen-
ter today (April 2) out-
lined projections related 
to the anticipated surge of 
COVID-19 cases in the 
Commonwealth, which 
they believe will come be-
tween April 10-20.

The projections are the 
result of the Command 
Center’s work with medical 
experts to complete model-
ing of the outbreak in Mas-
sachusetts. The Administra-
tion also detailed its efforts 
to respond to this surge, 
including a significant in-
crease in hospital capacity, 
staffing, and equipment. 

COVID-19 Surge Plan-
ning: 

•Modeling and Projec-
tions:

The Administration’s 
COVID-19 Response 
Command Center has been 
working with its  Adviso-
ry Board of medical ex-
perts  and epidemiologists 
from Harvard University, 
University of Guelph and 
Northeastern University 
to refine models related 
to the expected surge of 
COVID-19 cases. These ef-
forts include modeling the 
surge’s timing, number of 
cases, necessary bed capac-
ity, and work to find facil-
ities that will meet overfill 
capacity. The model’s pro-
jections are based on the ex-
perience of Wuhan, China, 
but Massachusetts’ trajecto-
ry could differ due to lower 
population density, lower 
smoking rates, and earlier 
social distancing measures. 
The Command Center has 

also been comparing to ex-
perience in other states and 
around the world.

The model’s latest pro-
jections estimate that the 
number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in Massa-
chusetts could range from 
47,000 to 172,000 (or 0.7% 
to 2.5% of the total popu-
lation of Massachusetts). 
The models show hospital-
izations would potentially 
peak between April 10-20. 
The current fatality rate in 
Massachusetts is lower than 
other areas – it is approxi-
mately 1.5 percent of those 
infected. The Command 
Center is monitoring this 
statistic closely.

The COVID-19 Re-
sponse Command Center 
is working with hospitals to 
provide them with flexibil-
ity to expand ICU capaci-

ty. The Commonwealth is 
asking academic medical 
centers and teaching hospi-
tals to work to significantly 
expand their ICU capacity. 
But after hospitals execute 
on their surge plans, the 
model estimates there could 
be a remaining gap in ICU 
capacity of more than 500 
beds.

•Response Efforts:
In response, the Admin-

istration is aiming to find 
or build an additional 750 
– 1,000 beds in field med-
ical hospitals and other al-
ternate care sites to reduce 
strain on hospitals as much 
as possible. Gov. Baker and 
Lt. Gov. Polito  visited the 
first of these Field Medical 
Stations at the DCU Center 
yesterday.

The Administration has 
identified additional pos-

sible sites for Field Medi-
cal Stations including the 
Boston Convention & Ex-
hibition Center, Joint Base 
Cape Cod, Springfield’s 
Mass Mutual Building and 
other smaller locations. The 
Administration has secured 
a contractor who can build 
out sites once a healthcare 
partner has been finalized.

The Command Cen-
ter is also securing 1,000 
beds in capacity for  step-
down care options in nurs-
ing facilities  for stabilized 
COVID-19 positive pa-
tients who can be trans-
ferred out of the hospital to 
make room for those with 
higher medical need.

Gov. Baker says more ICU beds are needed; COVID death rate in Mass. is lower than other states

Sen. Sal DiDomenico put out a call to 
his constituents and residents across the 
Commonwealth to respond to the 2020 
Census. Wednesday, April 1 was Census 
Day, a day to raise awareness and promote 
participation in the 2020 Census. 

“Now more than ever, it is critical that 
we ensure everyone is counted in the 2020 
Census,” said Senator Sal DiDomenico. 
“Our district and the entire Commonwealth 
depend on your household to respond so 
our communities get the fair share of feder-
al funding and representation that we need 
and deserve. Furthermore, now is the per-
fect time for families who are spending a 
lot of time at home to fill out the census 
online, and I encourage them to respond to 
their questionnaire today.”

Preparations for the 2020 Census has 
been a top priority for Senator DiDomen-
ico this legislative session. He has worked 
closely with the Massachusetts Census 
Equity Fund to secure funding needed in 
advance of the 2020 Census and to spread 
awareness on the importance of a complete 
and accurate census count. Throughout the 
legislative session, he has partnered with 
advocacy organizations to host legislative 
briefings at the Massachusetts State House 
to secure support for census funding in the 
state budget and help legislators and staff 
understand what is at stake in the 2020 
Census.

Last budget cycle, DiDomenico played 
a key role in securing funding in the state 
budget that will help to ensure a complete 
and accurate count in the 2020 Census. The 
Senator and his House colleague Represen-
tative Michael Moran were the lead spon-
sors of an amendment in the Fiscal Year 
2020 budget that provided $2.5 million 

to establish a grant program for statewide 
census outreach. This grant program will 
help to support trusted community organi-
zations and grassroots leaders reach histor-
ically hard-to-count communities, such as 
Everett and Chelsea.

“With $16 billion in federal funding to 
Massachusetts for programs like Medicare, 
Medicaid, and SNAP on the line, it is criti-
cal that we do everything we can to get an 
accurate Census count,” DiDomenico said. 
“More than half of my district’s popula-
tion lives in hard to count neighborhoods, 
which is why I know how important it is 
that we work with community based orga-
nizations that have trusted messengers to 
get out the count in 2020.”

While the COVID-19 crisis has created 
new obstacles to 2020 Census outreach, 
there are many ways that households can 
respond to the census without anyone hav-
ing to come to their door.

Massachusetts residents can respond to 
the census today:

•Online at   HYPERLINK “http://my-
2020census.gov” \t “_blank” my2020cen-
sus.gov

•Over the phone at 1-844-330-2020
•Or via mail (census forms were mailed 

to households across the nation last month)
Online responses and those done over 

the phone are available in over 13 languag-
es.

The Census is a national population 
count that occurs once every decade. The 
results of the Census are used to make criti-
cal decision that will impact Massachusetts 
over the next ten years, such as federal 
funding for local communities, political 
representation throughout the Common-
wealth, and even civil rights laws.

Sen. DiDomenico urges residents 
to respond to the 2020 census

Pleasant Auto School 
Announces

pleasant drivers are better drivers

VIRTUAL DRIVER 
EDUCATION CLASSES

Complete Your driver education 
classroom requirement!

Classes begin Monday, April 27 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Mon. - Fri. for 3 weeks
Classroom portion only, $345, 
is due at time of registration.

Visit us online at pleasantautoschool.com or give us a Call! 
(781) 284-4388, Leave a message and we will call back!

The people of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts need help 
urgently.

Chelsea is home to some 
of the most vulnerable 
groups in the Boston re-
gion: newly-arrived immi-
grants, undocumented fam-
ilies, non-English speakers, 
and low-income workers 
and families with children. 

As a frontline commu-
nity, Chelsea residents al-
ready experience greater 
public health challenges. 
The economic, social, 
and health impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic were 
immediate and dire for the 

many in Chelsea who live 
one paycheck away from 
serious financial hardship. 
COVID-19 has magnified 
the ongoing struggles of 
our community: unstable 
and unaffordable housing, 
food insecurity, low wages, 
lack of English proficiency, 
and high rates of uninsured.

This week, the United 
Way has moved to create 
a fund to address this is-
sues, working with local 
non-profits The Neighbor-
hood Developers, Chelsea 
Collaborative and Green-
Roots. 

Please consider donating 

to The One Chelsea Fund 
through the United Way. 
Any and ALL funds raised 
will go directly to Chel-
sea families impacted by 
the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
None of the dollars raised 
will go to any organiza-
tion and no Fees will be 
incurred. 

All Chelsea families will 
be eligible for a $250 gift 
card/cash benefit direct-
ly from the funds raised 
through The One Chelsea 
Fund. 

Visit  unitedwaymass-
bay.org/covid-19/the-one-
chelsea-fund/.

United Way partners to create One Chelsea fund

Council President Roy Avellaneda introduces a motion 
during the meeting.
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Under normal circumstances, now would be a time of unity and 
gathering with family around the dinner table, and in the pews of 
your place of worship. In light of the novel coronavirus we urge 
you to celebrate together while keeping apart. 

There has never been a more important time to stay at home.
 In Solidarity. 

Together we will overcome.  Stay strong. Stay 
Safe. Stay Healthy.

Happy EasterHappy Easter
                  and Passoverand Passover

Independent’s 2020 Easter HunniesIndependent’s 2020 Easter Hunnies

THE EASTERN SALT CO. (617) 884-5201 
37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

Thinking of You During this Holy Season

TRANSDEL CORP.
Prayers for a safe and healthy Holiday

Best wishes at this special 
time of the year.

If you need to reach my office at this time,
please email:Dan.Ryan@MAhouse.gov or

Call 617-722-2370, press #2

v

v

HAPPY EASTER!
LOVEJAKE

HAPPY EASTER TO THE 
RAMIREZ FAMILY FROM 

MISS PENELOPE
HAVE AN EGGSTRA SPECIAL 
EASTER NONNI, LOVE WES

HAPPY EASTER 
FROM MAYS

HAPPY EASTER! 
LOVE BAXTER

HAPPY EASTER! STAY SAFE!
FROM KOBE



Thursday, April 9, 2020	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Page 7

As a 172-year old Boston Bank, East Boston Savings Bank has a rich history of 
servicing the City of Boston and its surrounding communities.  The foundation 
that we honor are integrity, strength and hard work for all our customers.  It is our 
tradition to be responsive to the needs of people like you and businesses like yours 
during good times and challenging times.  

We have seen and been through past events that have affected the country and 
the world.  As we navigate through this pandemic together, please know that 
we are here for you.  I assure you that East Boston Savings Bank remains your 
strong neighborhood bank, supporting you, your family, your business and your 
community. It’s because of your trust in us - and our faith in you – we will make it 
through these events together. 

Trust that we are in this for the long-haul, right by your side.  Our branch office 
doors will remain open as long as we can assure the safety of you and our 
employees.  Online Banking, Mobile Banking, ATMs and our Automated 24-Hour 
Telephone Banking System (866-774-7705) are always an alternative banking 
option for you – visit ebsb.com for more information.  As always, your deposits 
are 100% guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund.

I understand there are a bunch of unknowns with this pandemic but know this; 
East Boston Savings Bank has endured many devastating events in the past and 
has come through each of these stronger and more committed to our customers 
than ever.     

Thank you for trusting in East Boston Savings Bank. Stay safe and we look forward 
to continuing working hard for you.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Gavegnano
President, CEO and Chairman
East Boston Savings Bank

East Boston Savings Bank 
is here for you.

800.657.3272      EBSB.com
Member FDIC/Member DIF

Sen. Sal DiDomenico, 
Representative Daniel Ryan, 
and Representative RoseLee 
Vincent, announced that the 
House and Senate passed 
a bill to provide necessary 
relief to municipalities, tax-
payers, restaurants, and state 
authorities impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis and State 
of Emergency declaration. 

The bipartisan legislation 
extends the state income 
tax filing deadline for resi-
dents; addresses disruptions 
in municipal tax collections 
and permitting; and allows 
licensed restaurants to sell 
certain alcoholic beverages 
with food take-out and de-
livery orders, among other 
provisions.

“Now more than ever, 
our communities, taxpayers, 

and small businesses need 
extra support during these 
difficult times, said Senator 
DiDomenico. “I am proud 
of the action we have tak-
en to provide relief for the 
hardworking people of our 
Commonwealth, and I am 
grateful to my colleagues in 
the Legislature, especially 
my partners in the Chelsea 
delegation, for ensuring that 
our residents and business 
community remain a top 
priority during this unprece-
dented crisis.”

‘I want to commend the 
House and Senate leader-
ship for getting this bill to 
the Governor’s desk. Leg-
islative bodies, by design, 
are accustomed to deliber-
ation not immediacy,” said 
Representative Ryan. “We 

are working collectively to 
get relief to our local com-
munities as quickly as pos-
sible while respecting the 
confines of our Constitution. 
The will to work and work 
collectively is heartening.”

“Through this trying 
time, I am proud that the 
House and Senate are work-
ing together to swiftly enact 
policies that will have an 
immediate direct positive 
impact on our residents, 
communities and local busi-
nesses, and I am happy to 
support this measure,” said 
Representative RoseLee 
Vincent.   “I thank Speaker 
DeLeo for shepherding this 
through the House and to 
Senator DiDomenico and 
the members of the Senate 
for taking quick action on 

Chelsea delegation announces passage of legislation providing immediate relief to municipalities and others

DAY CONSTRUCTION 
ON PEARL & 
WILLIAMS 
APRIL 6-10

Please be advised that 
there will be Day Construc-
tion taking place on Pearl & 
Williams on April 6 – 10, 
2020 from 7 a.m. – 3 p.m.

ARRESTS ARE LOW
Chelsea Police report-

ed that arrests and calls for 
service were very low at the 
moment and there was very 
little to report.

Over the last seven days, 
there had been only one ar-
rest, and it was related to a 
domestic situation.

SALVADORAN 
NATIONAL PLEADS 
GUILTY AND 
IS SENTENCED 
FOR ILLEGAL 

REENTRY AFTER 
DEPORTATION

A Salvadoran national 
pleaded guilty today in fed-
eral court in Boston to ille-
gally reentering the United 
States after being deported. 

Following the acceptance 
of his plea, U.S. District 
Court Judge Indira Talwani 
sentenced Oscar Armand 
Mejia, 42, of Lynn, to a 
sentence of “time-served,” 
approximately 6 weeks’ im-
prisonment.  Following the 
sentencing hearing, Mejia 
will be transferred to ICE 
custody and be placed into 
removal proceedings.

According to court re-
cords, Mejia was arrested 
in 2008 by the Brockton 
Police and charged with 
assault and battery and 
drunk driving.   Mejia was 
later convicted and ordered 
to serve a sentence of 90 
days.   After completing his 
sentence in Nov. 4, 2008, 
he was placed into removal 

proceedings and deported 
to El Salvador.   Sometime 
after his removal, Mejia il-
legally reentered the United 
States, was subsequently 
arrested by the Stoughton 
Police, and charged with 
drunk driving.   Mejia ap-
peared in state court, posted 
bail and was released.  ICE 
was not contacted at that 
time. Mejia later defaulted 
in state court by failing to 
appear and a warrant was 
issued for his arrest.   On 
Feb. 24, 2020, ICE located 
and arrested Mejia.

United States Attorney 
Andrew E. Lelling and 
Marcos D. Charles, Act-
ing Field Office Director, 
Enforcement and Removal 
Operations, U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment, Boston, made the 
announcement today. Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Kenneth 
G. Shine of Lelling’s Major 
Crimes Unit prosecuted the 
case.

POLICE Briefs By Seth Daniel

Parents of infants: 
You are focused 
on keeping your 
baby safe right now. 
We are too. 
We know you are worried, but it is important to bring your baby to  
the health center for regular vaccines. Vaccines are more important  
now than ever, and without them, your baby is at risk for serious 
and sometimes fatal diseases. We are safely seeing babies in a  
separate building that is only being used 
for healthy babies. These visits are limited  
to one healthy infant and one healthy  
parent or caregiver. If you are unwell, 
please do not come to the health center 
yourself. If you have questions, please call 
us at 617-569-5800. 

www.ebnhc.org

this bill which I believe will 
greatly benefit the people of 
Chelsea.”

The major provisions of 
the bill are as follows:

Tax Deadline Exten-
sion.   The bill provides im-
mediate relief to taxpayers 
and extends the 2019 state 
individual income tax filing 
and payment deadline from 
April 15 to July 15 due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 out-
break. The extension of the 
tax filing and payment dead-
line to July 15 is consistent 
with the federal government 
and provides additional flex-
ibility to filers during this 
crisis.

Restaurant Service.    The 
bill includes immediate eco-
nomic relief to restaurants 
and other establishments 
that are licensed to sell al-
cohol for on-premises con-
sumption to sell wine and 
beer with food takeout and 

delivery. This change would 
restore a crucial source of 
revenue to restaurants and 
other food establishments.

Municipal Gover-
nance.    This legislation 
also immediately addresses 
several challenges affect-
ing municipal functions 
and operations during the 
COVID-19 State of Emer-
gency. The bill:

Allows extensions for 
property tax exemption and 
deferrals from April 1 to 
June 1, 2020;

Modifies the permitting 
process to ensure flexibili-
ty for applicants and status 
hearing processes;

Allows annual town 
meeting to be delayed be-
yond June 30, 2020;

Enables a town moderator 
or person designated as such 
to reschedule town meetings 
for up to 30 days, and to do 
so multiple times if needed;

Permits municipalities 
to utilize retired employees 
and lifts pension-related 
hour restrictions for em-
ployees who return to work 
as it relates to COVID-19 
response; and

Prohibits essential ser-
vices provided by the city or 
town from being terminated 
as a result of a missed or late 
payment.

The bill also makes sev-
eral adjustments to the mu-
nicipal budgeting process 
so that cities and towns can 
continue to meet their fi-
duciary responsibility and 
provide resources for their 
residents.

  This legislation, which 
is the latest action by the 
Legislature to address the 
COVID-19 public health 
crisis and its effects on Mas-
sachusetts, was signed into 
law by Governor Baker on 
Friday.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Tobin Bridge/
Chelsea Curves 
Rehabilitation 
Project

During Spring 2020, 
MassDOT will temporari-
ly reduce Route 1 where it 
passes through the Chelsea 
Curves to a single lane in 
each direction over a series 
of weekends. The agency 
will also temporarily close 
the Carter Street off-ramp 
from Route 1 southbound 
for a series of weekends 
and one weekday over-
night. These reductions and 
closures are part of the on-
going Tobin Bridge/Chel-
sea Curves Rehabilitation 
Project and will allow the 
use of accelerated bridge 
construction methods to 
ensure that the vital section 
of Route 1 through Chelsea 
can continue to safely and 
efficiently process passen-
ger and freight traffic.

ROUTE 1 TRAFFIC 
IMPACTS

•ROUTE 1 NORTH-
BOUND: Will be reduced 
to a single lane through the 
work zone. Following the 
weekend operation, Route 
1 will reopen to two lanes.  

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND:  Will be reduced 
to a single lane through the 
work zone. Following the 
weekend operation, Route 
1 will reopen to two lanes.  

WORK HOURS
•Work will begin at 10 

p.m. on Friday of each of 
the weekends during which 
lane reductions will take 
place and end at 5 a.m. 
on the following Monday. 
During the weekend lane 
reductions, the project will 
operate continuously.  

•Lane reductions will 
take place on the following 
weekends:

*April 3 – April 6
*April 24 – April 27
*May 1 – May 4
*May 15 – May 18
*May 29 – June 1
CARTER STREET 

RAMP TRAFFIC IM-

PACTS
•The Carter Street off-

ramp will be temporarily 
closed, and traffic detoured 
to the Route 16 West exit 
towards Everett. Motorists 
will then take Revere Beach 
Parkway to Everett Avenue.

WORK HOURS
•Work will begin at 10 

p.m. on Friday of each of 
the weekends during which 
lane reductions will take 
place and end at 5 a.m. 
on the following Monday. 
During the weekend lane 
closures, the project will 
operate continuously.  Like-
wise, during the one week-
night closure, work will run 
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. the 
following day.

•Ramp closures will 
take place overnight from 
Thursday April 2 to Friday 
April 3 and on the follow-
ing weekends:

*April 24 – April 27
*May 1 – May 4
*June 5 – June 8

Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
and his colleagues in the 
Massachusetts State Senate 
passed legislation that will 
provide additional Unem-
ployment Insurance (UI) 
relief to low-income fami-
lies, non-profit institutions 
and employers.

•An Act Providing Ad-
ditional Support to Those 
Affected by the Novel 
Coronavirus Through the 
Unemployment Insurance 
System builds on UI legis-
lation passed by the Senate 
and signed into law waiv-
ing the one-week waiting 
period to receive bene-
fits.  It also follows the pas-
sage last week of the feder-
al Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act), which sig-
nificantly increases UI ben-
efits and expands eligibility 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“While the COVID-19 
pandemic  is without ques-
tion a public health emer-
gency, this is of course 
already having severe 
financial consequences 
for our Commonwealth’s 
working families, small 
businesses, and nonprofit 
community,”  said Senator 
DiDomenico.  “My col-
leagues in the Senate and I 
remain fully committed to 
addressing the short-term 
and long-term needs of all 
our residents as this crisis 
continues to unfold, and I 
am proud of the action we 
have taken with this bill to 
provide relief for our work-
ers during these trying and 
unprecedented times.”

“The Senate remains fo-
cused on taking quick ac-
tion to help our workers, 
and this bipartisan bill is the 
latest in our series of efforts 
to do so,” stated  Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “We are fac-
ing a unique situation, but 
we are taking steps to en-
sure that Massachusetts 

workers and employers 
can maximize the benefits 
available to them through 
both state and federal ac-
tions as this pandemic un-
folds.”

Building off the Sen-
ate’s ongoing efforts to 
address the COVID-19 
public health crisis and its 
impacts on workers, the bill 
includes four components 
to enhance the state’s UI 
system:

•Uncapping the UI de-
pendency allotment;

•Extending the grace pe-
riod for non-profit contribu-
tions;

•Protecting employers 
from increased UI costs due 
to coronavirus; and

•Ensuring 30 weeks of 
unemployment compensa-
tion during unemployment 
spikes.

The components of the 
bill are as follows:

•Lifting the Cap on De-
pendency Allotment.   This 
bill eliminates the 50% cap 
for the dependency allot-
ment providing addition-
al benefits to low-income 
families. This increase will 
be in addition to the $600 
per week benefit add-on 
provided for in the CARES 
Act for all workers eligible 
for state or federal benefits.

Currently, UI recipients 
are entitled to an addition-
al $25 per week for each 
child in the family, capped 
at 50% of a recipient’s base 
allotment. The result is that 
workers with particularly 
low allotments, such as low 
wage workers, can easily 
be capped out of receiving 
these additional amounts.

•Non-Profit Contribution 
Grace Period.    Presently, 
many non-profits self-in-
sure for unemployment 
claims. This means that 
when layoffs in the sector 
occur, non-profits pay the 
cost of those benefits dol-
lar for dollar at the next 
billing period. This bill 

provides a 120-day grace 
period for non-profits to 
make these contributions. 
This delay will allow the 
state to review additional 
changes that are warranted 
to mitigate the impact on 
non-profits. The CARES 
Act provides 50% reim-
bursement for self-insured 
benefit payments during the 
Coronavirus crisis.

•Protection for Em-
ployers.   Employers who 
participate in UI pay con-
tributions based on their 
layoff experience. Like oth-
er forms of insurance, em-
ployers that are more likely 
to have workers use unem-
ployment compensation are 
asked to pay more in the 
system. The system does 
not anticipate a situation 
where employers across 
a number of sectors have 
been forced to significantly 
reduce their workforces due 
to situations outside of their 
control. This bill prevents 
layoffs related to coronavi-
rus from negatively impact-
ing employer’s future UI 
contributions.

•Extending Unemploy-
ment Benefit Period.    The 
number of weeks of un-
employment compensation 
available in Massachusetts 
is tied to unemployment 
rates around the state. This 
trigger did not anticipate a 
situation, however, in which 
unemployment grows rap-
idly in a very short period 
of time. This bill ensures 
that the 30-week benefit 
period is triggered by a sig-
nificant uptick in weekly 
unemployment claims.

•An Act Providing Ad-
ditional Support to Those 
Affected by the Novel 
Coronavirus Through the 
Unemployment Insurance 
System  now moves to the 
Massachusetts House of 
Representatives for consid-
eration.

The MBTA is building a 
new, fully accessible Chel-
sea Commuter Rail station 
next to the final SL3 stop 
in Chelsea (behind Mar-
ket Basket, Everett Ave-
nue). When complete, the 
new station will connect 
the Newburyport/Rockport 
Commuter Rail Lines to 
the SL3. While building the 
new station, we are also up-
grading the rail signal sys-
tem and replacing the rail-
road crossings at Eastern 
Avenue, Third Street, and 
Everett Avenue in Chelsea, 
as well as Second Street in 
Everett. To prepare for the 
railroad crossing work, the 
MBTA’s contractor will be 
doing utility work at these 
locations in April and May.  

The current Chelsea 
Commuter Rail station, on 
the Newburyport/Rockport 
Line at Arlington Street in 
Chelsea, is inconvenient for 
transfers to other modes, 
is not accessible to peo-
ple with disabilities, and 
is in disrepair. The MBTA 
is investing $32 million to 
construct the new Chelsea 
Commuter Rail station, 
including full high-lev-
el platforms for boarding, 
canopies and benches, new 
sidewalks, security cam-
eras, passenger assistance 
telephones, lighting, and 
more. Work began in Au-
gust 2019 and is expected 
to be completed in 2021.

Please know that Mass-
DOT, the MBTA, their 
consultants, and the con-
tractor continue to work 
on the Chelsea Commuter 

Rail Project through these 
challenging times and have 
implemented appropriate 
safety measures related to 
COVID-19.

Traffic Impacts in April 
and May 

To safely perform work 
at the railroad crossings, 
traffic will be impacted in 
the following locations at 
these scheduled* times:

•Second Street in Ev-
erett  – Monday, April 13, 
through Friday, April 17, 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 
day. Traffic will be reduced 
to a single lane with alter-
nating traffic in each direc-
tion.

•Third Street in Chel-
sea  – Monday, April 20, 
through Friday, April 24, 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 
day. Traffic will be reduced 
to a single lane with alter-
nating traffic in each direc-
tion.

•Eastern Avenue in Chel-
sea  – Monday, April 27, 
through Friday, May 1, 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 
day. One lane of traffic will 
remain open in each direc-
tion. 

•Everett Avenue in Chel-
sea  – Monday, May 11, 
through Friday, May 15, 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. each 
day. Northbound traffic 
will be detoured around the 
railroad crossing. See the 
detour route below. South-
bound traffic will not be 
impacted.

*If work is completed 
ahead of schedule at one 
crossing, work will imme-
diately commence at the 

next scheduled crossing 
(Monday through Friday).

Police details will help 
direct traffic around all rail-
road crossings while con-
struction is in progress.

Detour Route for North-
bound Traffic on Everett 
Avenue 

Northbound traffic on 
Everett Avenue will be di-
rected to follow the detour 
route:

•Turn right on Spruce 
Street. After crossing the 
railroad tracks, turn left 
on Beech Street. Turn left 
on Maple Street, then turn 
right to continue north on 
Everett Avenue.

MBTA Commuter Rail 
riders will not be impacted 
by this work.

Road Closures and Com-
muter Rail Service Shut-
downs This Spring/Sum-
mer 

During up to six week-
ends this spring and early 
summer, we will need to 
close some roads while we 
replace the railroad track 
crossings. Vehicles will 
need to be detoured during 
the railroad crossing re-
placements. All detour 
routes will be added to the 
project website once final-
ized. All pedestrian and bi-
cycle access at SL3 stations 
will remain the same. Fur-
ther information, including 
an updated work schedule 
and information about de-
tour routes, will be sent at a 
later date.

DiDomenico, Senate colleagues pass 
bill addressing unemployment Insurance

Traffic impacts for railroad crossing work in Chelsea

In light of the ongoing 
and urgent public health 
concerns regarding the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic, the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court (SJC) on April 
1 issued an order  that con-
tinues to restrict the number 
of people coming to Massa-
chusetts state courthouses 
through May 4.

Effective April 6, 2020, 
the new order repeals and 
replaces two earlier court 
orders; the Order Regarding 
Empanelment Of Juries, is-
sued by the court on March 
13, 2020, and the Order 
Limiting In-Person Appear-
ances In State Courthous-
es To Emergency Matters 
That Cannot Be Resolved 
Through A Videoconfer-
ence Or Telephonic Hear-
ing, issued by the court on 
March 17, 2020. 

All trials, whether jury or 
bench, in both criminal and 
civil cases, scheduled to be-
gin in Massachusetts state 
courts on or before May 
1, 2020, are continued to 

a date no earlier than May 
4, 2020, unless the trial is 
a bench trial in a civil mat-
ter and may be conducted 
otherwise than in-person 
by agreement of the parties 
and of the court.

As a result of the SJC 
order, courthouses will con-
tinue to be closed to the pub-
lic except to conduct emer-
gency hearings  that cannot 
be resolved virtually (i.e., 
by telephone, videoconfer-
ence, email, or comparable 
means, or through the elec-
tronic filing system) until 
at least May 4, 2020.  All 
court clerks’, registers’, 
and recorder’s offices shall 
continue to conduct court 
business --to accept the fil-
ing of pleadings and other 
documents in emergency 
matters, to schedule and 
facilitate hearings in emer-
gency matters, to issue or-
ders in emergency matters, 
to answer questions from 
attorneys, litigants, and the 
general public, and to con-
duct other necessary busi-

ness of the respective court. 
All such business will be 
conducted virtually, except 
when the filing of pleadings 
and other documents in 
emergency matters cannot 
be accomplished virtually.

The Trial Court an-
nounced the April 2, 2020 
launch of a Help Line 
for non-emergency mat-
ters that the public can 
call to ask general ques-
tions about their civil and 
criminal cases and help 
callers navigate the court 
system. The Help Line 
will be staffed  from  8:30 
a.m. to 4:30  p.m., Mon-
day through  Friday,  and 
can be reached by calling 
833-91COURT.

Full lists of emergency 
matters identified in Stand-
ing Orders for each depart-
ment of the Trial Court, as 
well as updates regarding 
the court’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, are 
available on the court’s 
website.

SJC issues order restricting court appearances 
to emergency matters until May 4
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PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZASophia, as a Fortnite character, Laura, as Captain Marvel, and Isabel, as a unicorn during the City’s 15th annual Halloween Party on Sunday, Oct. 27, at the Williams School. The an-nual tradition drew in many families getting ready for Halloween today, Oct. 31. See more photos on page 8.
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  CLOCKS 

BACK
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HALLOWEEN IN CHELSEA

Incoming Supt. Almi Abeyta at the final Community Con-versation meeting on Monday, Oct. 28, in the Clark Avenue Middle School. The Conversations have been going very well all this month, and are paving the way for her to take the reins from Supt. Mary Bourque in December.

By Adam Swift

In two months, Almi 
Abeyta will fully take over 
the reins of the Chelsea 
Public Schools from retir-
ing Supt. Mary Bourque.

But Abeyta has been do-
ing anything but laying low 
since coming to Chelsea in 
the fall. Monday night, she 
held the final of four com-
munity conversations at 
the Clark Avenue Middle 
School.

A cross section of par-
ents, students, and school 
staff listened to Abeyta 
talk about her background 

Incoming Supt. Almi Abeyta holds 
final Community Conversation

and educational goals for 
Chelsea, and broke off into 
working groups to discuss 
the pros and cons of the 
school system.

“I’m asking for the 
strengths and what the 
Chelsea Public Schools 
need to work on and invest 
in,” said Abeyta.

Abeyta, who came to 
Chelsea after working at 
Somerville High School 
and in East Boston elemen-
tary schools, said the com-
munity conversations will 
help inform strategic plan-
ning and budgeting for the 
schools.

Abeyta, who comes from 
a long line of educators, in-
cluding a grandfather who 
met her grandmother while 
working at a one-room 
schoolhouse in Colorado, 
said she has been impressed 
by the energy and enthusi-
asm of the Chelsea commu-
nity.

At one table during the 
breakout sessions Monday 
night, several Chelsea High 

students discussed their 
perceptions of the public 
schools. Some of the usu-
al suspects were listed as 
challenges, including less 
than thrilling school lunch-
es, as well as staff turnover.

But even more strengths 
of the schools were listed, 
including district diversity, 
the REACH program, and 
the school libraries.

“This has been a great 
opportunity to learn about 
what the community val-
ues, and there has been 
a good turnout at the fo-
rums,” said Abeyta.

As part of the transition 
plan put in place when 
Abeyta was hired this sum-
mer, she will be shadowing 
Bourque through Dec. 1. 
On Dec. 1, Bourque will 
take a step back and Abeyta 
will begin making school 
district decisions.

Bourque’s last day is 
Dec. 31, and Jan. 1, 2020 
will be Abeyta’s first offi-
cial day as superintendent.

Residential 
tax bills to 
rise modestly

By Adam Swift

Chelsea property owners 
will see a modest increase 
on their property tax bills 
for Fiscal Year 2020, with 
owners of commercial and 
industrial properties and 
apartment complexes of 
nine or more units shoul-
dering a larger burden of 
the City’s overall tax bill.

Monday night, City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino presented an over-
view of the FY2020 tax 
rates and the valuation of 
Chelsea properties. 

The City Council’s an-
nual tax rate classification 
hearing is scheduled for 
Nov. 25. At that time, the 
Council is expected to vote 
on two recommendations 
from Ambrosino, including 
a 175 percent tax burden 
shift onto commercial and 
industrial properties, and 
a 31 percent residential 
property tax exemption for 
Chelsea homeowners who 
live in the city.

If those recommenda-
tions are approved by the 
Council, the residential 
property tax rate would be 
$13.46 per $1,000 of val-
uation, while the commer-
cial tax rate would be set at 
$27.18.

While both those rates 
are lower than for FY19, 

there will be an increase 
in the average tax bills be-
cause of the recent revalu-
ation of Chelsea properties 
that saw assessed property 
values increase across the 
board. The average in-
crease in assessed values 
ranged from 11.5 percent 
for single family homes to 
nearly 40 percent for apart-
ment complexes of nine 
or more units. The averag-
es ranged from 12 to just 
over 15 percent for 2, 3, 
and four-family homes and 
condominiums.

“With adoption of the 
maximum 175 percent shift 
and the ability to increase 
the residential exemption, 
the City Council will be 
able to keep tax increas-
es reasonably modest for 
all owner occupants,” said 
Ambrosino.

While the Council can 
increase the residential 
exemption to as much as 
35 percent, Ambrosino is 
recommending it increase 
only 1 percent from the 
current 30 percent rate.

“This remaining 5 per-
cent is the most effective 
tool for lowering residential 
property taxes and should 
be reserved for years with 
high increases,” he said.

Cutting to the chase, if 

See TAX RATE Page 3

By Seth Daniel

At the top of the new 
barriers being placed as 
part of the Chelsea Curves 
state highway project, one 
can see bolts on the top 
that seemingly will one day 
hold something.

What they will hold is 
peace and quiet for Chel-
sea residents alongside 
the highway – a peace that 
hasn’t been known in that 
noisy part of the City for a 
generation.

As part of the Chelsea 
Curves project, sound bar-

riers have been approved 
and will be installed along 
the edges on both sides of 
the highway roughly from 
County Road to the start of 
the Mystic/Tobin Bridge. 
Those barriers will protect 
residents from the dirt and 
grime of the highway, as 
well the constant drone of 
cars on pavement.

But it wasn’t always the 
case.

Councilor Roy Avel-
laneda said recently that 
when he was reviewing 
the plans for the Chelsea 
Curves – a matter he was 

very concerned with due to 
the state’s original desire to 
close the Fourth Street on-
ramp – he noticed that there 
were no barriers.

Having previously 
worked at the state De-
partment of Transportation 
(Mass DOT), often going 
out and talking about mit-
igation in wealthier subur-
ban communities, he knew 
that sound barriers (some-
times known as a snow 
fence) were very much a 
possibility if Chelsea put 

Sound barriers on Chelsea Curves
will provide residents noticeable relief

See SOUND BARRIERS Page 4

Chelsea 
schools shine 
bright among 
urban districts

By Cary Shuman

It’s an across-the-city 
success story, a cause for 
celebration for parents of 
Chelsea schoolchildren, 
a nod for a “great job” by 
the hard-working princi-
pals and teachers at all the 
schools – from the John 
Silber Early Learning Cen-
ter to Chelsea High School 
- and a final tribute to the 
exceptional leadership of 
retiring Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Mary Bourque - and her 
administrative team at City 
Hall.

Here are some of the 
noteworthy accomplish-
ments for a school system 
that has, for one reason or 
another, not received its due 
recognition statewide for 
what Dr. Bourque called, 
“this little scrappy school 
district, the Chelsea public 
schools and how it is really 
pushing and redefining ur-
ban education”:

Chelsea achieved the 
highest categorization 
earned by the state’s urban 
districts, that of “Substan-
tial Progress Toward Tar-
gets”

Grades 3-8 English Lan-
guage Arts average student 
growth percentile exceeded 
the state target

Chelsea’s criterion Ref-
erence Target Percentage 
increased 12 points and is 
the highest in the District 5 
Partnership

Chelsea High School’s 
mathematics average stu-
dent growth percentile in-
creased 14 points and Ad-
vanced Placement Calculus 
scores outperformed the 
state and the globe

Chelsea English Lan-
guage Learners improved 
13 points showing “Sub-
stantial Progress”

Chelsea’s “Lowest Per-
forming Students” im-
proved 22 points in elemen-
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The MGH Chelsea 
Health Center has now 
opened a new Respiratory 
Illness Clinic (RIC) to eval-
uate patients with respirato-
ry symptoms and determine 
whether they can be treated 
safely in the outpatient set-
ting. 

The RIC is designed 
to serve patients who are 
seen at MGH health cen-
ters in Chelsea, Revere, 
Charlestown and Everett. 
However, it is open to all – 
MGH patients or not – and 
regardless of their health 
insurance status and their 
immigration status. 

Make an appointment 
through your MGH doctor 
or call 617-724-7000.

The Chelsea clinic marks 
the third RIC that is see-
ing, screening and test-
ing patients as part of our 
COVID-19 response. RIC 
patients are those who have 
acute respiratory symptoms 

along with risk factors for 
severe illness. An evalua-
tion at the RIC will deter-
mine whether a patient can 
be managed at home or re-
quires ED care or inpatient 
admission. 

Testing for COVID-19 is 
available, but only for those 
who meet the current test-
ing criteria. Patients who 
test positive will receive 
further guidance on home 
supportive care and protect-
ing their loved ones from 
exposure. 

They will also receive 
follow-up calls from clin-
ical staff at designated in-
tervals. In Chelsea, medical 
interpreters are available 
for multiple languages. RIC 
visits are by appointment 
and walk-in. 

The clinic is open from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a 
week. Please note, the RIC 
is located in the Chelsea 
Health Center (151 Everett 

Ave, Chelsea, MA 02150), 
and the recently assembled 
tent in the parking lot will 
be used for initial patient 
screenings in the future.

•BETH ISRAEL CHEL-
SEA OPENS RESPIRA-
TORY EVALUATION 
CENTER

Beth Israel Deacon-
ess Medical Center in 
Chelsea is open to treat 
non-life-threatening emer-
gencies and respiratory ill-
ness evaluation.

Visit  bidmc.org/loca-
tions/chelsea  to reserve a 
time online and spend less 
time in the waiting room, or 
call 617-975 -6060. 

All patients are screened 
on arrival and those with 
respiratory symptoms will 
be cared for in a separate 
space.

All patients welcome – a 
BID primary care physician 
is not required.

MGH Chelsea, Beth Israel Chelsea 
open respiratory illness clinics
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Lofts resident Dick Laurie and little Luciana del Melle play a distant duo.

Residents of Spencer Lofts get time outdoors talking at 
a safe social distance. DeVita said they had assembled 
on their own and weren’t directed to move to the right 
spacing.

Brian Downing on his motorcycle.

Grocery store workers have 
been show great appreci-
ation as they continue to 
work during the pandemic.

All spaced at least six feet apart, Brian Downing and his friends visit in the body shop near 
Spencer Avenue. The faithful women of the Clark Avenue Middle School handing out breakfast and lunch 

last week.

Until Further Notice: The Russian Church, 1924.  (St. Mary’s Russian Orthodox Church, Addison Street). 

Spencer Lofts residents Maran Olsen and Olivier del Melle 
measure out the right distance to be at during a concert in 
the parking lot.

A Chelsea family waits in the line to get into Market Basket 
last weekend.

Social distancing in the line to get into Market Basket.

People in line at Market basket are good at keeping their distance from each other.

PEOPLE OF CHELSEA PROJECT: PANDEMIC EDITION
PHOTOS BY DAR DEVITA

When Dar DeVita started 
working on her People of 
Chelsea project some time 
ago, she would have never 
believed how many inter-
esting people she would 
meet. Even more so, she 
could have never believed 
that the project would 
wind its way through how 
Chelsea people were living 
through a worldwide pan-
demic.

“When this happened, 
I didn’t know if I should 
continue working or not,” 
she said. “I wanted to keep 
doing the project and if I 
did it while being safe and 
keeping social distance, I 
figured, why not?”

What DeVita found was 
amazing Chelsea people 
doing amazing things.

Her neighboring body 
shop owner riding his mo-
torcycle to the shop and 
then visiting with his bud-
dies at a proper social dis-
tance.

There was a music party 
in the parking lot of Spen-
cer Lofts where residents 
relaxed together, but far 
away from one another.

A friend of hers, Mary-
ellen Cahill, made cloth 
masks by the hundreds and 
then mailed them weekly to 
those who needed them.

So much was happening 
in the midst of nothing hap-

pening.
“It really is interesting,” 

she said. “I’ve been taking 
walks and documenting. 
It’s wild. It’s the impor-
tance of photography and 
shows how important it 
is to document a time like 
this. This is something we 
will look back on after we 
get through this…I think 
this project has been so fun 
and so important to do now. 
I want to keep it going, but 
now it’s different. Now is 
a very different time than 
before. I don’t think every-
thing will go back to nor-
mal.” 
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OBITUARIES

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden
Amy Torf  Golden

Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

ASPHALT/PAVING

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

PEST CONTROL

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

CONTRACTING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

Advertise 
for 3 months 

for only:
2 col. x 1 inch

$120.00
For 3 Months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 

781-485-0588 X110 
OR EMAIL 

KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

Edward John Malvaro-
sa entered into eternal rest 
on Sunday morning, April 
5, 2020 at the East Pointe 
Nursing Care Center in 
Chelsea.   He was 94 years 
old.  

Born in East Boston, 
the son of the late Thom-
as and Hilda (Vitale) Mal-
varosa, Edward grew up in 
Boston’s North End.   As a 
beautician and florist, Ed-
ward owned his own busi-
nesses.  He owned and op-
erated Malvarosa Florist in 
the North End and Eddie’s 
Beauty Shop in Charles-
town and the North End.  
Eddie retired in the early 
1990’s when he turned 65.  

He was the devoted 
husband for 67 years to 
Dorothy E. (Hersh) Mal-
varosa and the couple has 
lived in Chelsea for the 
last 20 years.   Eddie en-
joyed bowling and drawing 

during his retirement.   He 
was a late member of the 
Chelsea Senior Center. He 
will be greatly missed by 
all who love him.

 He was predeceased by 
his two children, Thomas 
E. Malvarosa and Lisa Ann 
Malvarosa. He was the 
dear brother of Rosemary 
DelPirore of Chelsea and 
the late Nancy Santaniello, 
Angelo Malvarosa, Francis 
Malvarosa, Anthony Mal-
varosa; dear uncle to his 
devoted niece, Janet Santa-
niello of Winchester.  Eddie 
is also lovingly survived by 
many nieces and nephews. 

In compliance with cur-
rent COVID-19 regula-
tions, a private graveside 
service was conducted at 
the family lot in Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.  Funeral 
arrangements were entrust-
ed to the Carafa Family Fu-
neral Home in Chelsea.

Edward John Malvarosa
Retired Beautician and Florist, Chelsea 

Senior Center member

CHURCH News

The Most Reverend Rob-
ert Reed, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Boston and President of 
CatholicTV said, “It’s un-
precedented to be unable to 
celebrate the holiest week 
of the year in our parishes, 
but through the gift of mod-
ern technology, CatholicTV 
allows us to gather virtual-
ly  at the mother church of 
the Archdiocese  with our 
shepherd, Cardinal Seán, for 
these sacred rites.”

SCHEDULE

(CATHOLIC TV ONLY 
or CatholicTV.org – No 
in-person Masses)

•Holy Thursday, April 9
Mass of the Lord’s Sup-

per with Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley 

CatholicTV broadcast 
LIVE at 7:30 p.m. 

•Good Friday, April 10
Liturgy of the Lord’s 

Passion with Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley

CatholicTV to broadcast 
LIVE at 3 p.m., rebroadcast 
9:30 p.m. 

•Holy Saturday, April 11, 
7:30 p.m.

Solemn Vigil of Easter 
with Cardinal Seán O’Mal-
ley

CatholicTV to broadcast 
LIVE at 7:30 p.m.

•Easter Sunday, April 12, 
8 a.m.

Mass of Easter Sunday 
with Cardinal Seán O’Mal-
ley

WLVI-TV to broadcast 
at 8-9 a.m.  |  CatholicTV to 
broadcast at 11 a.m., 7 p.m., 
and 11:30 p.m.

Ways to Watch the 
CatholicTV Network:

•Cable: Comcast Ch 268, 
Verizon Ch 296, RCN Ch 85

•Livestream:  CatholicT-
VLIVE.com

•Daily Masses: Watchthe-
Mass.com

Also available on  Roku, 
Apple TV and Amazon 
FireTV, Samsung Smart TV, 
iOS and Android apps.

Online Holy Week schedule from Cardinal Sean O’Malley

HOLY WEEK 
AND PASSOVER 
SERVICES

•First Congregational 
Church 

Pastor Ellen Rohan-Ball
https://www.facebook.

com/FirstCongChurch/
Easter Sunday 10:45 

a.m.
Thursday   Zoom Com-

munion Service 7 p.m.
 
•Morning Star Catholic 

Collaborative
Father John Sheridan
https://www.morning-

starcatholic.org
Holy Thursday  7 p.m.  
Good Friday 3 p.m.  
Stations of the Cross Lit-

urgy.    7 p.m. 
Easter Vigil 7 p.m.  

Easter Sunday Noon 

•New Life Christian 
Center Facebook

Pastor Elliott Penn
https://www.facebook.

com/NewLifeChristian-
CenterChelsea/

Good Friday Service 7 
p.m.

Easter Sunday 10 a.m
 
•People’s  Chelsea 

A.M.E. Church
Reverend Sandra Whit-

ley, Pastor
Call 1-617-312-0957 to 

get service info the day be-
fore by 6 p.m.

https://peoplesamechel-
sea.org

Good Friday Service 
Noon

Easter Sunday 10:15 
a.m.

 

•St. Luke’s-San Lucas 
Church

Father Edgar Gutier-
rez-Duarte

https://www.facebook.
com/lukelucaschelsea/

Holy Thursday - Holy 
Eucharist

English 6 p.m.
Spanish 7 p.m.
  Good Friday - Stations 

of the Cross
English 2 p.m.
Spanish 3 p.m.
 Good Friday Service
English  6 p.m.
Spanish 7 p.m.
 Holy Saturday Holy Eu-

charist
English 6 p.m.
Spanish 7 p.m.
 Easter Holy Eucharist
English 10 a.m.
Spanish Noon
 
•St Rose of Lima Cath-

olic Church
Father Hilario Sanez
https://saintroselima.

com
SATURDAY MASS:
8 a.m. (Spanish)
10 a.m. (Vietnamese) 1st 

Saturday of each month
  SATURDAY VIGIL 

MASS:
4 p.m. (English)
7 p.m. (Spanishh) 
EASTER SUNDAY:
8:15 a.m. (Vietnamese)
10 a.m. (English)
11:30 a.m. (Spanish)
7 p.m. (Spanish)
 
•Temple Emmanuel 

of Chelsea
Rabbi Oksana Chapman
On Zoom – link will be 

provided by calling (603) 
674-4796 

Passover     April 8 -16, 
2020

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
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Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

WINTHROP Roommate 
wanted to share 2 br 
house on Bellevue Ave. 
Partially furnished, 
very quiet house,off 
street parking, with 
w/d, tv, internet. $900 
month . Contact Carl- 
1776btown@gmail.com
4/8

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027
------------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available now 
in Revere, East Boston 
and Lynn. Call today 617-
610-0053 or visit www.
americasober.com
-------

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

Patricia R. (Martin) 
Fernandes of Chelsea, 87, 
passed away on Friday, 
April 3 at the Katzman 
Family Center for Living in 
Chelsea where she had been 
receiving supportive care 
for the past several years. 

She was born and raised 
in New York City and was 
one of seven daughters giv-
en to the union of the of the 
late James and Anna (Feld-
man) Martin.  She married 
in 1957 and soon relocated 
to East Boston, raising a 
family of three sons and one 
daughter. 

She worked outside of 
her home to support her 
family, holding positions 
from bookkeeping at JC 
Penny to working as an of-
fice clerk with the IRS. 

Patricia has been re-
siding in Chelsea since 
1980. She lived in several 
neighborhoods making her 
home from Orange Street 
to Franklin and Springvale 
Avenues.  She settled for 
several years on Admirals 
Hill before going to the 
Katzman Center in Chelsea. 

Wherever she lived, her 
home was always open, she 
most enjoyed entertaining 
and cooking for family and 
friends.  Best known for her 
independent spirit, she is 
fondly remembered for her 
impeccable sense for fash-
ion and dress and her love 
of music and dancing.   She 
also enjoyed drawing and 

painting. 
She was the devoted 

mother of Kenneth J. Di-
Crescenzo of Lynn, Eric S. 
DiCrensczo of Medford, 
Lorraine A. Easter of So. 
Berwick, Maine and the late 
James F. DiCrescenzo.  She 
was the cherished grand-
mother of four: Christo-
pher Abbott, Eric, Brandon 
and James DiCrescenzo 
and great grandmother of 
two; dear sister of Kathleen 
Tanskey and Claire Lan-
gevin, both of New Jersey, 
Blanche Squillante of Long 
Island, Anne DiPalermo of 
Staten Island and the late 
Rita Kling and Marylin Bel-
monte.    

A private family fare-
well service was held on 
Wednesday.  Arrangements 
were given to the care and 
direction of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home in Chelsea.  For 
online guest book or to send 
expressions of sympathy, 
please visit; www.WelshFu-
neralHome.com.

Patricia Fernandes
Best known for her independent spirit

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and 
(d) of the Chelsea City 
Charter notice is hereby 
given that at a regular 
meeting of the Chelsea 
City Council held on 
April 6, 2020, the City 
Council voted to adopt 
the following emergency 
orders: 
Ordered, that the 

Chelsea City Council au-
thorize the appropriation 
of $500,000 from Free 
Cash to the HHS Depart-
ment Administration 
Division, Operations Ac-
count #0151052-538201 
COVID-19 Emergency 
Services Fund for food, 
hygiene supplies, and 
other expenditures to 
respond for the COVID-19 
crisis. 
Ordered, that the 
Chelsea City Council au-
thorize the City Manager 
to extend the date for 
tax payments of interest, 
penalties and late fees 

on any excise tax, water 
charge or sewer charge, 
or other bill during the 
period of the Governor’s 
declaration of a state 
of emergency to the 
full extent allowed by 
Massachusetts law.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150.	
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

4/9/20, 4/16/20
C
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Call 781-485-0588 or email deb@reverejournal.com to start your 

Home DeliveryHome Delivery of The Chelsea Record

In light of the COVID-19 Crisis and the necessity of 
staying home, now through May 31st, we’re offering a 

special reduced subscription rate!

For One Full-year of 
News coverage
delivered right to 
your doorstep.* * $25 Promotional pricing only applies to 

In-Town home deliveries

We got you covered!
Stay Home and let us 
deliver you the news!

Only Only $$2525
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The 2020 U.S. Census is 
now more important than 
ever! Every household that 

does the census brings more 
money to Chelsea that will 
help the city recover after 

the coronavirus

www.ChelseaCensus2020.com

We are Here 
and We Count!

Look for your census invitation in the mail

The future of Chelsea depends on you!

It is safe to do from home. 
Go online to my2020census.gov or call:

844-330-2020 (English)
844-458-2020 (Spanish)
844-416-2020 (Arabic)

844-477-2020 
(Haitian Kreyol)

844-474-2020 (Portuguese)

By Cary Shuman

Chelsea High Director 
of Athletics Amanda Alp-
ert is preparing for the start 
of the spring sports season 
on May 4 following the 
MIAA’s recent decision to 
move up the season by one 
week from April 27.

Of note, Chelsea will be 
competing in its final sea-
son in the Commonwealth 
Athletic Conference (CAC) 
after being a member for the 
past 20 years. Chelsea will 
be an “independent” school 
in the 2020-21 school year 
and will rejoin the Greater 
Boston League in the fall of 
2021.

After two decades of 
competing against mostly 
vocational schools includ-
ing Northeast Regional and 
Lynn Tech, Chelsea will 
head to the GBL which 
consists of Everett, Malden, 
Medford, Somerville, and 

Revere. Chelsea is a former 
member of the GBL.

“This is it for Chelsea in 
the Commonwealth Con-
ference,” said Alpert, who 
is her fourth year as athletic 
director. “Next year we’ll 
be an independent for a 
year and then starting in the 
fall of 2021, we’ll be join-
ing the GBL.”

Chelsea intends to play 
some GBL teams during the 
2020-21 school year. Chel-
sea football will be an inde-
pendent program in 2020 
and continue in that status 
in the fall of 2021.

Practices start May 4
Alpert said if the schools 

re-open on May 4, Chel-
sea’s baseball, softball, and 
track teams can begin prac-
tices on that day.

“All games would begin 
on May 11,” said Alpert. 
“The minimum number of 
games we can play is eight 

and the maximum number 
is 12. The State Tourna-
ment will start on June 20. 
If you do not qualify for the 
tournament, you can play 
games until June 27.”

Alpert said two of Chel-
sea’s teams will have new 
head coaches. Gena Restia-
no, who was the first-year 
girls basketball coach this 
winter, is the softball coach. 
Michael Lush, son of for-
mer Chelsea High baseball 
star Mike Lush and nephew 
of sports great Linda Lush 
Ayala, is the baseball coach. 
Cesar Hernandez returns as 
the head track coach.

Alpert is hoping that 
CHS athletes, especially 
the seniors, can return to the 
playing fields.

“All of our senior ath-
letes are sad, frustrated, and 
upset by what’s happening, 
because you only get one 
senior year,” said Alpert.

By Cary Shuman

Jordan Boys and Girls 
Club and community lead-
ers are commending the 
Kraft family for their hu-
manitarian efforts during 
the COVID-19 crisis.

Last week Patriots own-
er Robert Kraft and Patriots 
President Jonathan Kraft 
secured 1.2 million N95 
masks from China to assist 
U.S. medical personnel in 
the fight against the coro-
navirus. The Kraft family 
allowed the use of the Pa-
triots’ team plane for the 
transporting of the masks. 
The family also donated 
$2 million toward the pur-
chase of the masks.

Chelsea residents have 
personally experienced the 
Kraft family’s generosity 
and philanthropic efforts. 
It was the Kraft family who 
helped lead the way for the 
construction of the $11 mil-
lion Jordan Boys and Girls 
Club on Willow Street.

Josh Kraft, son of Rob-
ert Kraft and the late Myra 
Kraft, was instrumental 
in the building of the new 
clubhouse that serves hun-
dreds of Chelsea boys and 
girls each day through pro-
grams in sports, technolo-
gy, leadership, life skills, 
and the arts. Josh served 
as executive director of the 
JGBC and is currently the 
president and CEO of the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Boston.

Mark Robinson, chair of 
the JGBC Breakfast Series 

and a major donor to the 
Club, called the Kraft fam-
ily’s efforts in bringing the 
masks to the United States 
“an uplifting story.”

“What an uplifting sto-
ry it was showing the New 
England Patriots’ plane ar-
riving in Boston with the 
most essential needs for 
our medical community,” 
said Robinson.

“Of course, it wasn’t 
surprising,” added Robin-
son. “The Kraft family has 
always been about giving 
back. When they see a need, 
they step in. It’s exactly 
what happened in Chelsea. 
Josh Kraft saw a need for 
youth services in Chelsea 
and with the backing of the 
whole family, they made 
it happen. Although the 
Kraft Family will always 
be known as the owners of 
the New England Patriots, 
when it comes to giving 
back, charity, and making 
a difference, they are The 
First Family of New En-
gland.

Councillor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson, a supporter of 
the JGBC, also applauded 
the Kraft family for its hu-
manitarianism in a time of 
dire need.

“The Kraft family 
stepped up during a criti-
cal situation for our coun-
try,” said Robinson. “They 
helped America in such a 
big way and hopefully there 
will be some other people 
coming forward that can 
help make a difference.”

Robinson said he has 

seen the Kraft family per-
forming philanthropic 
deeds in the past.

“I am not surprised that 
the Kraft family would 
step up to the plate and 
figure out a way to help 
out,” said Robinson. “Mrs. 
Kraft was so great in giv-
ing back to the community. 
Mr. Kraft and the family in 
this instance found a way 
to get those vital masks to 
the United States and they 
stepped up and they did it.”

SPRING SPORTS Update

Alpert looks ahead as 
Chelsea High exits CAC

JGBC, community leaders laud
Kraft family’s efforts during crisis

Patriots owner Robert Kraft.

Josh Kraft.

facilities with confirmed 
COVID-19 cases. Con-
trary to concerns that such 
disclosures would violate a 
patient’s health privacy, we 
do not believe HIPAA pre-
cludes a state health agency 
from releasing the names of 
facilities because a facility 
is not a covered entity as 
defined by federal law. We 
believe transparency and 
notice to the public is criti-
cal for public health. More-
over, caregivers and family 
members need and deserve 
to have this information for 
their own health decisions 
and as they consider possi-
ble next steps and interven-
tions for their loved ones.

To be clear, we are not 
advocating for the disclo-
sure of any HIPAA pro-
tected patient information. 
However, we do believe 
that disclosure of the names 
of nursing facilities with 
confirmed COVID-19 cas-
es would benefit the health 
of Massachusetts residents 
by allowing people to make 
informed choices.

Transfer Of Residents
 Nursing home residents 

are some of the most vul-
nerable members of our 
society. Many residents 
need assistance with activ-
ities of daily living due to 
physical and/or cognitive 
limitations. Moving these 
residents from their nursing 
homes can be unsafe and/or 
traumatic for them and their 
families, particularly when 
a move is involuntary and 
sudden.

Transfer from a facility 
can have both immediate 
and longer term negative 
impacts on a resident’s 
health. Many nursing home 
residents, especially those 
who are cognitively im-
paired, develop a physical, 
psychological and emotion-
al dependence upon their 
surroundings and any dis-
ruption to this environment 
can cause serious emotional 
and psychological damage 
and physical stress.

Moreover, transfer with-
out offering appropriate 
and effective counseling 

and planning can lead to 
isolation and despair and 
the lack of predictability 
maximizes fear and anxiety.

Proactive Communica-
tion With Caregivers

During these times of 
great uncertainty, when 
families are prevented from 
visiting their loved ones in a 
facility, we believe nursing 
homes should be required 
to provide proactive com-
munications to the prima-
ry caregiver(s) of nursing 
home residents regarding 
their physical and emotion-
al health and more general 
updates with information 
for families. We urge the 
state to modify its guid-
ance to reflect that nursing 
homes must also create ad-
ditional or increase listserv 
communications; assign 
staff as primary

contact for families; of-
fer a phone hotline for fam-
ily members to get informa-
tion about their loved one’s 
care, and establish other 
opportunities to maintain 
communication between 
residents and their families.

We urge the state to adopt 
similarly strong language 
with regards to residents 
and their family members 
and family caregivers resid-
ing in other long term sup-
portive service settings and 
residential settings, such as 
assisted living facilities and 
rest homes.

Virtual Visitation
In addition, we are con-

cerned that nursing home 
residents going weeks or 
even months without any 
visits from loved ones is 
extremely serious, and 
the state directives should 
reflect this by requiring 
nursing homes to prioritize 
virtual visits and caregiver 
communications.

The Department of Pub-
lic Health ordered that 
skilled nursing facilities 
should “restrict all non-es-
sential visitors”, but didn’t 
make an allowance for 
virtual visitation. CMS 
guidance also contains a 
restriction on visitation, but 

only advises that facilities 
“should consider” offering 
“alternative means of com-
munication for people who 
would otherwise visit, such 
as virtual communications 
(phone, video- communica-
tion, etc.).”

During this stressful and 
difficult time when in-per-
son visitation is very re-
stricted, we strongly recom-
mend that Massachusetts 
immediately modify its 
guidance to require nursing 
homes to offer and facili-
tate reasonable and practi-
cable alternative means of 
communication for individ-
uals who would otherwise 
visit, such as virtual com-
munications. Such virtual 
visits can be essential to the 
emotional, mental, physi-
cal, and social well-being 
of nursing home residents. 
For some residents, these 
virtual visits may be the 
difference between life and 
death.

Given the widespread 
adoption of video-chat 
options (from FaceTime 
to Skype to Zoom and so 
on), AARP Massachusetts 
believes these virtual vis-
itations must include the 
ability to communicate 
on video, not only for the 
emotional well-being of the 
resident, but also so fam-
ily caregivers can ensure 
their loved ones are being 
well cared for. If funding is 
needed to ensure video-chat 
options, we encourage the 
provision of such fund-
ing and consideration of 
how such communications 
could be part of telehealth.

Conclusion
We appreciate the efforts 

of you and your Adminis-
tration to ensure the health 
and safety of older Mas-
sachusetts residents living 
in the community and in 
residential settings such as 
nursing homes, rest homes 
and assisted living facili-
ties. We urge you to address 
the above-listed concerns 
immediately.

AARP Massachusetts

Letter /Continued from Page 4
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A Palm Sunday Mass celebrated 
by Fr. John Sheridan was live-
streamed to parishioners of the 
Morning Star Catholic Collabora-
tive (St. Mary of the Assumption, 
Revere and Our Lady of Grace, 
Chelsea/Everett) on Sunday, 
April 5. Close to 400 parishioners 
viewed this Eucharistic Cele-
bration on the Collaborative’s 
Facebook and web page. The 
upcoming Holy Triduum services 
and the Stations of the Cross will 
also be live-streamed. For more 
information call the parish office 
at (781) 284-5252.

PALM SUNDAY MASS
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