
Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea has 
been awarded a $175,000 
grant from the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
through the Massachusetts 
Sports and Entertainment 
Events Fund Grant Program 
to host Fiesta de Fútbol, a 
series of 2026 FIFA World 
Cup watch parties in Chel-

sea Square beginning June 
11.

The grant is administered 
by the Massachusetts Of-
fice of Travel and Tourism 
(MOTT) within the Exec-
utive Office of Economic 
Development (EOED) and 
supports operations, mar-
keting, and safety plan-
ning for World Cup-related 
events that promote tourism 
and strengthen local econ-
omies. Chelsea is one of 
25 communities across the 
Commonwealth to receive 
funding, with events taking 
place throughout June and 
July.

The City’s watch party 
series will be branded Fies-
ta de Fútbol and will trans-
form Chelsea Square into a 
vibrant outdoor gathering 
space for the duration of 
the tournament. Attendees 
can expect a large-screen 
viewing experience with 
Telemundo’s Spanish-lan-
guage broadcast, local food 
vendors, live music, and 
community programming 
that celebrates the cultures 
and traditions of Chelsea 
residents.

“Chelsea is excited to 
join dozens of communi-
ties across Massachusetts 

in hosting watch parties 
for what should be a very 
special summer for North 
America and Massachu-
setts,” said City Manager 
Fidel Maltez. “The goal of 
these events is to generate 
real economic impact for 
our local businesses, espe-
cially those along Broad-
way, by welcoming resi-
dents, visitors, and families 
from across Greater Boston 
to Chelsea Square.”

In addition to the watch 
parties, a portion of the 
funding will support com-
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Chelsea receives $175,000 from Healey-Driscoll Administration 
to host 2026 FIFA World Cup “Watch Parties” in Chelsea Square

Pressley delivers for Roca Managing Trauma 
in Corrections program

PHOTO COURTESY CONGRESSWOMAN PRESSLEY’S OFFICE

Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley at a Roca event in Chelsea last week, Pressley delivered over $900,000 for the organization’s 
Managing Trauma in Corrections program.

Chelsea Police participates 
in regional waterway spill 
response training

CHELSEA POLICE DEPARTMENT COURTESY PHOTO

The Chelsea Police Department taking part in a training exer-
cise with other agencies simulating a shoreline oil spill.

Special to the Record

On Thursday, May 7, 
members of the Chelsea 
Police Department partic-
ipated in a multi-agency 
hazardous materials re-
sponse exercise alongside 
Chelsea Firefighters Local 
937, the United States Coast 
Guard Sector Boston, Mas-
sachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection, 
Everett Fire Department, 
Chelsea Emergency Man-
agement, and several re-
gional partners during the 
2026 Chelsea/Everett Geo-
graphic Response Strategy 
(GRS) Exercise.

The exercise simulated 
an oil spill threatening the 

Special to the Record

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley (MA-07) vis-
ited Chelsea to celebrate 
the $922,000 in federal 
community project fund-
ing she delivered for Roca, 
Inc’s “Managing Trauma 
in Corrections” program. 
The federal dollars secured 
by the Congresswoman, 
which passed under a pre-
vious spending bill signed 
by President Biden, helped 
create the new program at 
Roca, which supports young 
people cycling through in-
carceration and correctional 
officers addressing and mit-

igating trauma.
 Congresswoman Press-

ley has led efforts in Con-
gress to address trauma and 
transform our criminal legal 
system to center the dignity 
and humanity of every per-
son.

During her visit, the Con-
gresswoman participated 
in a roundtable discussion, 
tour of the building, and 
press conference with Roca 
leadership, staff, and im-
pacted families and youth 
served by Roca.

“The team at Roca have 
been incredible partners in 
our shared work to end cy-
cles of trauma and violence 

across Chelsea and across 
our Commonwealth,” said 
Congresswoman Pressley. 
“It was a joy to visit Roca, 
to hear directly from the 
people they serve, and to 
celebrate the vital role they 
play pouring into our young 
people and strengthening 
our communities. While 
Trump and Republicans ter-
rorize our communities and 
traumatize our children, I’m 
grateful for organizations 
like Roca who’ve been 
standing in the gap.”

“Our intervention model 
has proven to be very ef-
fective at helping the high-
est-risk young people heal 

their trauma and learn skills 
required to achieve long-
term behavior change,” said 
Molly Baldwin, CEO and 
Founder of Roca, Inc. “That 
drives dramatically reduced 
rates of recidivism and helps 
young people choose a bet-
ter, more productive path, 
while enhancing public 
safety and saving taxpayers 
money. We are enormously 
grateful for Congresswom-
an Pressley’s leadership in 
securing this funding. This 
allowed us to impact more 
young people through our 

See TRAINING Page 3
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Garcia secures major 
investments for Chelsea 
in FY27 House Budget

Special to the Record

Recently the Massa-
chusetts House of Repre-
sentatives has passed its 
Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27) 
state budget, a $63.4 bil-
lion spending plan that de-
livers major investments in 
education, transportation, 
health care, housing, and lo-
cal communities across the 
Commonwealth.

As part of the House bud-
get process, State Represen-

State Representative 
Judith GarciaSee GARCIA Page 5

School attendance rates 
remain steady for April

By Adam Swift

School district attendance 
rates held steady in April, 
and the high school drop-
out rate saw a slight decline 
over the same time period 
from last year.

Assistant Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Tamara 
Blake-Canty provided the 
school committee with an 
update on the district’s indi-
cators of success for April at 
last week’s meeting.

“Pre-K through eighth 
grade daily attendance rate 
is holding strong at an av-
erage of 93 percent for 
the month of April along 
with the year-to-date,” said 
Blake-Canty. “Our high 
school is holding steady at 
about 85 percent average, 
also for the month of April 

and year-to-date.”
The high school enroll-

ment as of Oct. 1 was 1,683 
students.

“The number of students 
that have dropped out has 
been 55, there is a .51 per-
cent decrease when com-
pared to last year,” Blake-
Canty said. “What our 
drop-out rate is indicating is 
that progress is being made 
and that we are able to re-
tain most of our students.”

Blake-Canty also re-
viewed the mobility rate in 
the schools, which measures 
the number of students who 
enter and leave the school 
district over the course of 
the school year.

At the Early Learning 
Center, there were two stu-

See SCHOOL Page 3
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CITY ANNOUNCES 
MAY 31 DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT 
NOMINATIONS FOR 
2026 ALL CHELSEA 
AWARDS 

The deadline to submit 
nominations for the City of 
Chelsea’s annual 2026 All 
Chelsea Awards is Sunday, 
May 31. The awards honor 
outstanding individuals, or-
ganizations, and businesses 
that have made exceptional 
contributions to the Chelsea 
community.

The City is asking Chel-
sea residents to nominate 
those who exemplify the 
City’s civic values through 
active community partici-
pation, social justice, and 
neighborliness. Each nom-
ination should include a 
strong reason for recogni-
tion. Winners will be for-
mally recognized at the 
All Chelsea Awards Gala 
on Thursday, July 9, 2026. 
More details including tick-
et information will soon be 
announced.

Award categories in-
clude:

• Resident Nominee (Age 
21–64)

• Resident Nominee (Age 
65+)

• Special Award
• Public Employee of the 

Year
• Community-Based Or-

ganization of the Year
• Project of the Year
• Business or Business 

Person of the Year
Nominations are open 

to all Chelsea residents. To 
submit a nomination, visit 
www.chelseama.gov/an-
nualevents and select “All 
Chelsea Awards.” For those 
who need assistance to sub-
mit a nomination, please 
contact the Chelsea Law 
Department at 617-466-
4050.

SALVADORAN 
NATIONAL 
SENTENCED TO TWO 
YEARS IN PRISON 
FOR ILLEGAL 
FIREARMS SALES

A Salvadoran national 
unlawfully residing in Chel-
sea was sentenced last week 
in federal court in Boston 
for making multiple illegal 
firearms sales.

Melbi Ovidio Ortez, 41, 
was sentenced by U.S. Dis-
trict Court Chief Judge De-
nise J. Casper to 27 months 
in prison, to be followed by 
three years of supervised 
release. The defendant is 
subject to deportation upon 
completion of the imposed 
sentence.

In February 2026, Ortez 
pleaded guilty to one count 
of engaging in the busi-
ness of dealing in firearms 
without a license and one 
count of distribution of and 
possession with intent to 
distribute a controlled sub-
stance. In June 2025, Ortez 
was arrested and charged, 
according to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s office in Boston.

Ortez was identified as 
an 18th Street Gang asso-
ciate who supplied firearms 
and controlled substances 
to gang members. On four 
different occasions between 
April 3, 2025 and May 2, 
2025, Ortez sold firearms 
and ammunition behind his 
Chelsea residence. Ortez 
sold a Glock 9mm caliber 
pistol; a Sturm and Ru-
ger .22 caliber revolver; a 
Glock .40 caliber pistol; 
a Colt .380 caliber pistol; 
magazines; and over 100 
rounds of ammunition. In 
addition, the serial numbers 
on both the Glock 9mm 
pistol and the Colt .380 pis-
tol had been defaced. The 
Glock 9mm pistol had been 
purchased only 20 days ear-
lier from a licensed firearms 
dealer in New Hampshire. 
Ortez also sold cocaine two 
times during that same pe-
riod, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s office.

Barrett Planning Group Partners with Chelsea 
on Community Preservation Plan Update

Special to the Record

Barrett Planning Group, 
a planning and community 
development firm providing 
strategic, community-fo-
cused solutions across New 
England, is working with 
the City of Chelsea’s Hous-
ing & Community Develop-
ment Department to update 
to the City’s Community 
Preservation Committee 
(CPC) five-year action plan.

The effort will guide 
how Chelsea invests Com-
munity Preservation Act 
(CPA) funding among the 
program’s three categories: 
affordable housing, open 
space and recreation, and 
historic preservation. The 
updated plan will reflect 
current community needs 
and help prioritize spend-
ing recommendations to the 
City Council over the next 
five years.

Chelsea adopted the 
Community Preservation 
Act in 2016, establishing a 
dedicated funding source 
through a local property 
surcharge, which is matched 
annually by the state. The 
funds support projects that 
create and preserve afford-
able housing, expand rec-
reational opportunities, and 
protect historic resources 
across the city.

Barrett Planning Group is 
helping the City design and 
implement a public engage-
ment strategy as part of the 
early stages of the planning 
process. A community sur-
vey – offered in both En-
glish and Spanish – is avail-
able, providing residents an 
opportunity to share input 

on funding priorities and 
community needs:

English: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/Chel-
seaCPCActionPlanSurvey

Spanish: https://www.
s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
DQLD5JG

In addition to the survey, 
the project team will con-
duct outreach at local events 
over the next two months, 
creating additional oppor-
tunities for residents, com-
munity organizations, and 
stakeholders to participate 
in the planning process.

“Public input is essen-
tial to ensuring Community 
Preservation Act funding 
reflects the priorities and 
needs of Chelsea residents,” 
said Jennifer Doherty, Pres-
ervation Planner at Barrett 
Planning Group. “The pro-
cess is designed to make 
participation accessible and 
inclusive, and to give the 
community a meaningful 
voice in shaping how these 
resources are used.”

“Chelsea is proud of our 
ability to meaningfully in-
vest Community Preserva-
tion Act funds in affordable 
housing, parks, and his-
toric preservation projects 
throughout our city,” said 
Lydia Malkemus, Housing 
& Community Preservation 
Manager for the City of 
Chelsea. “This survey gives 
our residents an opportunity 
to guide future investment 
decisions, and we encour-
age all community members 
to participate.”

Barrett Planning Group’s 
work on the CPC plan 
builds on its broader part-
nership with the City of 

Chelsea across several re-
cent projects. The firm has 
supported the City in ad-
vancing housing and plan-
ning efforts, including zon-
ing updates to comply with 
the state’s MBTA Commu-
nities Act, amendments to 
the West Chelsea Urban Re-
newal Plan, and updates to 
the City’s strategic housing 
plan.

To learn more about Bar-
rett Planning Group, visit 
www.barrettplanningllc.
com

Barrett Planning Group 
LLC is a planning and com-
munity development firm 
based in Hingham, Mas-
sachusetts, with over 36 
years of experience serving 
municipalities, nonprofits, 
and institutions across New 
England. The firm offers a 
full spectrum of services, 
including community plan-
ning, housing and economic 
development, zoning and 
regulatory strategy, histor-
ic preservation, open space 
and conservation planning, 
and strategic consulting. 
Known for its collabora-
tive, community-focused 
approach, Barrett Planning 
Group has worked with 
notable clients such as the 
City of Gloucester, the City 
of Quincy, and the Central 
Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission. The 
firm is recognized for its 
ability to address complex 
planning challenges and 
support sustainable, resil-
ient development initiatives. 
For more information, vis-
it www.barrettplanningllc.
com

reentry work and expand 
our Rewire4 training, which 
helps corrections staff better 
understand and support the 
individuals in their custo-
dy.”

The Managing Trauma in 
Corrections (MTC) program 
modified Roca’s existing 
Rewire4 training materials 
being used by the Balti-
more Police Department as 
training materials to support 
their officers addressing vi-
carious trauma, for use by 
correctional facilities across 
Massachusetts. The project 
would also serve all emerg-

ing adults with customized 
services designed to give 
young people the tools and 
skills critical to behavior 
change, regardless of the 
length of time they are de-
tained or incarcerated.

 
Since its launch, Ro-

ca’s MTC program has 
achieved strong outcomes, 
significantly advancing its 
goal of reducing recidivism 
and improving behavioral 
health for high-risk, jus-
tice-involved emerging 
adults across Massachu-
setts. Grounded in Roca’s 

Intervention Model—com-
bining relentless outreach, 
Rewire CBT, life skills de-
velopment, and community 
partnerships—the initiative 
substantially exceeded its 
original service targets, en-
gaging over 1,051 young 
people statewide compared 
to a goal of 400–500 be-
tween July 1, 2024 and June 
30, 2025.

Rep. Pressley has secured 
approximately $43 million 
in federal community proj-
ect funding for the Mas-
sachusetts 7th since Fiscal 
Year 2022.

Roca //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

munity soccer program-
ming, including a Chelsea 
Soccer Alumni Tournament 
on May 23, a community 
field day open to all players 
and programs on June 6, and 
an adult tournament where 
teams are encouraged to 
represent their home nation 
on June 27.

The City will work with 
residents, business owners, 
and its Licensing and Traffic 
and Parking Commissions 
to finalize an event plan. A 
complete schedule is ex-
pected to be announced by 
the third week of May.

To reduce traffic, City 
organizers are encourag-
ing those who attend the 
watch parties to take pub-
lic transportation. Chelsea 
Square is accessible via the 
MBTA Silver Line (SL3), 
the Chelsea Commuter Rail 
Station, and local bus routes 
including the 111, 112, 114, 
116, and 117. Attendees 
are strongly encouraged to 
use public transit. Limited 
parking is available along 
Arlington Street beneath the 
Tobin Bridge and on Low-
er Broadway near Medford 
Street.

Community members 
interested in volunteering 
can contact Omar Miranda 
at omiranda@chelseama.
gov or Charlie Giuffrida at 
cgiuffrida@chelseama.gov. 
Businesses and organiza-
tions interested in sponsor-
ship opportunities should 
contact Charlie Giuffrida 
directly.

The FIFA World Cup 
2026 begins June 11. More 
details on the Fiesta de 
Fútbol schedule will be an-
nounced in mid-May. 

Watch Party //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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dents who came in and zero 
who left. At the elementary 
level, there were nine stu-
dents in and seven students 
out. The middle school lev-
el saw four students come 
in and six leaving, while at 
the high school there were 
seven students in and seven 
students who left during the 
month of April.

“At the district, the to-
tal for the month of April 
was 22 students in and 20 
students out,” said Blake-
Canty. “From the month of 
September to current date, 
we’ve had 450 students in 
and 311 students out. That is 
a difference of 139 students 
that we have been able to 
retain.”

In other business, school 
committee member Dr. Sar-
ah Neville highlighted the 

Chelsea Research Festival, 
which is taking place on 
Monday, May 18.

“The Chelsea Research 
Festival is a poster session 
for academics from univer-
sities and hospitals and ev-
eryone coming to share their 
Chelsea-related research 
back to the community,” 
said Neville. “But also, a 
lot of our students are going 
to be presenting with them 
as well in this adult poster 
fair, so I really hope that 
people will come and sup-
port our students. We have 
40 research projects that are 
being shared, which is the 
most ever that we have had, 
and 14 of those projects are 
by Chelsea students.”

The event takes place at 
Chelsea High School, with a 
session from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 

so high school students can 
come through and see the 
research posters, followed 
by an additional session 

from 4:30 to 6 p.m. for par-
ents and other community 
members.

Training //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LEGAL NOTICE 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
Housing Court Litigation Services 

Chelsea Housing Authority 

 

The Chelsea Housing Authority (“CHA”) is seeking proposals from 
qualified law firms to provide housing court litigation and related legal 
services, including summary process, evictions, reasonable 
accommodations, advisory opinions, and grievances. 

RFP packages will be available beginning Monday, May 11, 2026, by 
email request to Yolanda Velazquez, Deputy Director, at 
yvelazquez@chelseaha.com, or in person at the CHA, 54 Locke Street, 
Chelsea, MA 02150. 

Sealed proposals must be received no later than Tuesday, May 26, 2026, 
at 11:00 a.m. at the address above. Late proposals will not be accepted. 

KEY DATES 
RFP Available: May 11, 2026 
Questions Due: May 19, 2026 

Proposals Due: May 26, 2026 — 11:00 a.m. 

The CHA reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive minor 
informalities, and to award the contract in the manner deemed to be in the 
best interest of the CHA. 

Paul Nowicki, Executive Director 
Chelsea Housing Authority 
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Memorial Day Ceremony 
at the Veterans Home

The City’s Veterans Service Officer will attend the Me-
morial Day Ceremony at the Veterans Home on Wednes-
day, May 20, at 10 a.m. in an official capacity. A formal 
speaking program is expected and a continental lunch 
will be provided following the ceremony.

Veterans Home is located at 100 Summit Ave. Chelsea. 

CHS student Sara Quintanilla Umana, extended learning 
department staff receive Name, Strength and Story Awards

Special to the Record

In a special ceremony, 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) recognized Chelsea 
High School senior Sara 
Quintanilla Umana, CPS 
educators in the Extended 
Learning Department, as 
well as community part-
ners who contribute to CPS’ 
robust extended learning 
programming with Name, 
Strength and Story awards.

The awards were pre-
sented by Superintendent 
Dr. Almi G. Abeyta at the 
Chelsea School Committee 
meeting on Thursday, May 
7, at Chelsea City Hall.

Sara, a member of the 
CHS Class of 2026, was 
recognized for her selfless 
support of classmates in 
need of additional help in 
math. She has not only sup-
ported fellow classmates in 
her AP Statistics class this 
year, but has also stayed 
after school to help sever-
al freshmen with Algebra I 
coursework. 

She shared, “I don’t like 
seeing others fail, especial-
ly when I think I can help 
them.”

Sara’s AP Statistics 
teacher Jane Abramovich 
commented via written tes-
timony, “What makes this 
especially noteworthy is 
that Sara is not doing this 
for recognition. She is sim-
ply choosing to help be-
cause she cares. That level 
of selflessness and empathy 
speaks volumes about who 

she is, a true exemplary 
member of our community.”

In addition to spending 
extra time at school tutor-
ing classmates, Sara is also 
a member of the National 
Honor Society and partic-
ipates in La Vida Scholars, 
Art Club and Impact Club.

From the Extended 
Learning Department, CPS 
educators and district site 
supervisors Pamela Kes-
saris (high school), Clair 
Flores (middle school) and 
Dan Camino (elementary 
school) were recognized 
as recipients of the Name, 
Strength and Story awards. 
In their roles, they support 
all extended learning pro-
gramming offered through-
out the district, including lo-
gistics, student participation 
and ensuring students have 
opportunities to learn and 
have fun. Extended learn-
ing includes programming 
offered by the district out-
side of regular school hours, 
such as before school, after 
school, during school vaca-
tions and over the summer.

For Kids Only (FKO) Af-
terschool, Soccer Without 
Borders and the Museum 
of Science also received 
Name, Strength and Story 
awards as community part-
ners with the district. All 
three organizations partner 
with CPS to provide a wide 
variety of opportunities for 
students and access to pro-
grams during the school 
day, outside of school and 
throughout the community.

 Members of the CPS extended learning department including three educators and three community partners received Name, 
Strength and Story Awards on Thursday, May 7, at City Hall.

Sara Quintanilla Umana and her family (pictured in the middle) joined the Superintendent Dr. Almi G. Abeyta (third from right) 
and the Chelsea School Committee.

Sara Quintanilla Umana and her family (pictured in the mid-
dle) joined the Superintendent Dr. Almi G. Abeyta (third from 
right) and the Chelsea School Committee.

Island End River and sur-
rounding shoreline areas, 
with participating agencies 
working together to imple-
ment coordinated response 
tactics designed to protect 
environmentally sensitive 
waterways.

The day began with 
classroom instruction and 
hands-on equipment fa-
miliarization focused on 
spill mitigation strategies, 
interagency coordination, 
marine safety, and rapid de-
ployment operations. Per-
sonnel later transitioned to 
Mary O’Malley State Park, 
where Chelsea Police Har-
bormaster personnel and 
marine assets joined fire 
department marine crews 
and partner agencies in de-
ploying hundreds of feet of 
containment boom into the 
water to simulate securing 
and containing a hazardous 
material spill.

The exercise also in-
cluded vessel coordination, 
shoreline operations, drone 
support, communications 
planning, equipment re-
covery, and trailer repack-
ing operations designed to 
strengthen regional pre-

paredness and response ca-
pabilities.

While incidents of this 
nature are uncommon, 
training alongside the de-
partment’s public safety 
and environmental partners 

ensures that the department 
remains prepared to respond 
quickly, safely, and effec-
tively should a real-world 
emergency impact our wa-
terways or community

 The Chelsea Police De-

partment thanked Mass-
DEP and all participating 
agencies for their partner-
ship, professionalism, and 
continued commitment to 
regional collaboration and 
public safety.

CHELSEA POLICE DEPARTMENT COURTESY PHOTO

The Chelsea Police Department taking part in a training exercise with other agencies simulat-
ing a shoreline oil spill.

School//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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THE DUMPING OF RAW 
SEWAGE HAS TO BE FIXED

The “plan” recently announced by the Mass. Water Re-
sources Authority (MWRA) that would continue to allow 
for raw sewage to be dumped into our watersheds in the 
Greater Boston area during periods of heavy rainfall is, in a 
word, unacceptable.

We hasten to note that we do not blame the MWRA for 
this sad state of affairs.

Rather, it is the lack of political will by our elected offi-
cials to address this issue that is the problem.

This is reminiscent of the situation we faced decades 
ago when the Charles River was the subject of the pop 
song “Dirty Water” and when the high levels of pollution 
in Chelsea Creek, the Mystic River, and Boston Harbor 
peeled the paint from homes and cars in Chelsea, Revere, 
and Winthrop. 

It was not until the 1980s that Governor Michael Duka-
kis finally took the action necessary to create the MWRA, 
which has done so much to make our harbor and surround-
ing waterways cleaner. 

About a decade after the MWRA’s creation, Dukakis’s 
successor, Bill Weld, dove into the Charles River from a 
dock in his suit clothes to demonstrate how much cleaner 
the Charles had become.

But the job of making our waterways free from raw sew-
age remains unfinished. We -- both our public officials and 
citizenry --  need to commit to a plan that will eliminate raw 
sewage from the waterways that surround us. 

Accepting the status quo for generations to come is not 
the answer.

HAS OUR NATIONAL DEBT 
REACHED A TIPPING POINT?
Last week it was reported that our national debt officially 

has surpassed 100% of our GDP (gross domestic product). 
Our national debt (as of the report) now totals $31.27 tril-
lion, while GDP stands at $31.22 trillion.

This marks the first time since WWII -- when the country 
went heavily into debt to pay for the war effort -- that the 
national debt has exceeded our GDP. 

For those who assert that our national debt is out of con-
trol,  this milestone (if you can call it that) is an ominous 
sign. The alarmists assert that this high level of debt is un-
sustainable and eventually will wreak havoc on our econ-
omy.

There is a lot of truth to that position. The interest cost on 
the national debt now exceeds $1 trillion each year. This is 
more than we spend on anything else in our national budget 
(including Medicare and defense) other than Social Secu-
rity.

Moreover, there is no end in sight to our escalating na-
tional debt. The tax cuts enacted by Congress last year in 
the so-called Big Beautiful Bill, which primarily benefit the 
very wealthy, will reduce revenue by trillions over the com-
ing years.

Those who have asserted in the past that the federal gov-
ernment’s growing debt was not a problem relied on low 
interest rates to support their position. It made sense, they 
said, for the government to borrow when interest rates were 
low.

In 2020 for example, the U.S. government paid an inter-
est rate of approximately 1.6% on our outstanding debt and 
interest payments totaled approximately $345 billion.

But now we are paying almost triple that rate and almost 
triple that annual payment. Moreover, the interest payments 
on the debt are predicted to double to $2 trillion annually 
by 2036.

By contrast, within the two decades after World War II, 
the country’s debt-to-GDP ratio had been reduced to 34%. 
But given the present trajectory, the debt-to-GDP ratio is 
projected to reach 125% by 2036.

To be sure, there is nothing magical about our debt-to-
GDP ratio exceeding 100%. Yes, it sounds bad, but what 
effect it will have on our economy is anyone’s guess -- and 
about all anyone can say is that only time will tell whether 
we have reached a tipping point.

Comprehensive immigration bill ‘PROTECT Act’ passes the Senate, 
with equal protection and due process initiatives filed by Edwards

Special to the Record

Senator Lydia Edwards 
joined her colleagues in the 
Massachusetts Senate to pass 
An Act Promoting Rule of 
Law, Oversight, Trust, and 
Equal Constitutional Treat-
ment — the PROTECT Act 
(S.3072) — landmark legis-
lation designed to safeguard 
and support immigrant com-
munities across the Com-
monwealth.

The PROTECT Act reaf-
firms Massachusetts’ com-
mitment to being a safer, 
more just, and welcoming 
place for all. At a time when 
heightened federal immigra-
tion enforcement has fueled 
fear and division, this legisla-
tion ensures that residents can 
access courthouses without 
intimidation—so they may 
participate in legal proceed-
ings, assert their rights, and 
seek justice.

The Act would enact sever-
al protective measures – from 
enhancing privacy legislation 
to strengthening law enforce-
ment protections – including:

• Guarding residents from 
civil rights violations.

• Enhancing protections at 
sensitive locations, such as 
schools, hospitals, houses of 
worship, childcare centers, 
and state courthouses.

• Prohibiting new 287(g) 
agreements.

• Permitting pre-arrange-
ment of guardianship.

• Prohibiting state and mu-
nicipal participation in immi-
gration enforcement.

• Preserving authority to 
investigate and prosecute 
crime.

• Supporting victims of 
crimes.

• Protecting public em-
ployees from baseless federal 
probes.

• Blocking unauthorized 

deployment of other state’ 
National Guards in Massa-
chusetts.

Also embedded in the 
PROTECT Act are several 
initiatives filed by Senator 
Edwards centering due pro-
cess and ensuring efforts to 
support immigrants and im-
migrant communities contin-
ue including:

Protecting courthouses by 
expanding the definition of a 
“courthouse” to include not 
just the building itself, but 
also the surrounding area, 
which may cover nearby 
walkways, driveways, alleys, 
sidewalks, parking areas, and 
any connected paths.

Establishing a statewide 
immigration commission to 
study and address immigra-
tion issues in Massachusetts. 
The commission would in-
clude members appointed by 
state officials, legal organiza-
tions, and advocacy groups, 

and would be co-chaired by 
appointees from legislative 
leadership.

“I’m proud to advance 
stronger protections for im-
migrants in Massachusetts—
neighbors who are too often 
underrepresented, yet essen-
tial to the strength and vital-
ity of our Commonwealth,” 
said Senator Edwards. Im-
migrants are foundational to 
our economy, powering in-
dustries across the state and 
sustaining the businesses and 
services that benefit all of us. 
I want to thank Senate Pres-
ident Spilka, Chairman Ro-
drigues, and my fellow Black 
and Latino Caucus members 
for moving this forward with 
urgency and purpose.” 

“This work has been years 
in the making, and it will not 
stop here.”

To read the PROTECT 
Act, visit https://malegisla-
ture.gov/Bills/194/S3072.

BU professor presenting at Beat the Heat workshop
Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea re-
cently announced Boston 
University (BU) Professor 
and Doctor of Science Mad-
eleine Scammell will join 
the lineup of presenters at 
its Beat the Heat Workshop 
happening on May 19, from 
5-7 p.m., in the cafeteria of 
the Williams School Build-
ing. 

Dr. Scammell is a Pro-
fessor of Environmental 
Health at Boston Universi-
ty School of Public Health 
and a resident of Chelsea. 
She co-leads the Chelsea 
& East Boston Heat Study 
(C-HEAT), a partnership 
between GreenRoots and 

Boston University focused 
on heat exposure, public 
health, and community re-
silience. She also studies 
heat among workers in Cen-
tral America.

Also joining the lineup of 
groups tabling the event is 
GreenRoots, a resident-led 
organization dedicated to 
improving and enhancing 
the urban environment and 
public health in Chelsea, 
East Boston, and surround-
ing communities. Green-
Roots will join MassSave, 
the Red Cross, and the 
Medical Reserve Corps in 
providing attendees free 
resources and information 
during the event.

Community members 

interested in attending can 
RSVP This is a free, com-
munity workshop, which 
will take place on May 19, 
from 5-7 p.m. in the cafete-
ria of the Williams School 
Building, located at 180 
Walnut Street. Attendees 
should enter via the school’s 
Arlington Street entrance.

Dr. Scammell is a Pro-
fessor of Environmental 
Health at Boston Universi-
ty School of Public Health 
and a JPB Environmental 
Health Fellow at Harvard 
School of Public Health. 
Her expertise is in the area 
of community-driven and 
community-based participa-
tory research and includes 
the use of qualitative meth-

ods in the area of environ-
mental health and epidemi-
ologic studies. 

Community members 
are encouraged to reserve a 
spot—though walk-ins are 
welcome—and can RSVP 
by emailing jsandoval@
chelseama.gov or calling 
617-466-4209.

Refreshments, training 
materials, and translation 
devices will be provided.

This workshop is made 
possible by the collabo-
rative relationships of the 
Chelsea’s public safety and 
health officials and the or-
ganizations attending the 
event.

Supreme Judicial Court celebrates 35th anniversary 
of Boston Judicial Youth Corps Program

Special to the Independent

At a ceremony Tuesday 
at the John Adams Court-
house, the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court 
commemorated 35 years of 
the Boston Judicial Youth 
Corps (JYC) program, an 
intensive court internship 
program that educates high 
school students about the 
Massachusetts court system 
and the rule of law.

The Supreme Judicial 
Court Judicial Youth Corps 
is a six-week summer pro-

gram that pairs high school 
students with lawyers, judg-
es, clerks, probation offi-
cers, and other court per-
sonnel to teach them about 
the jobs they do and the role 
of the courts in the commu-
nities they serve.

For more than three de-
cades, over 900 students 
have participated in the 
Boston JYC program and 
gone on to become lawyers, 
judges, and more, with the 
overwhelming majority liv-
ing and working in Massa-
chusetts.

Speakers at the Tuesday 
ceremony included Su-
preme Judicial Court Chief 
Justice Kimberly S. Budd; 
retired Supreme Judicial 
Court Chief Justice Rod-
erick L. Ireland; Boston 
Judicial Youth Corps Ed-
ucational Director Gerald 
Howland, Esq., and four 
former JYC program par-
ticipants, Migdalia Nalls, 
Esq., Chief of the Juvenile 
Unit at the Suffolk County 
District Attorney’s Office; 
Martsyl Joseph, Esq., a 
visiting professor at Suf-

folk Law School; Taisha 
Sturdivant, Esq., a career 
advisor at Boston College 
Law School; and Gabriela 
Vasquez Rosado, a Harvard 
University senior graduat-
ing in June 2026.

“The value of this pro-
gram for students is clear. 
The JYC gives students in-
teresting work experience 
that can serve as a stepping-
stone for future employ-
ment, and it teaches them 
about a fundamental insti-

See COURT Page 5
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Virginia Silver
Retiree of the Chelsea District Court Clerk’s 

Office

Jill Suzanne Bryson
Assembly Line Worker for Northeast ARC 

and Member of Endicott Gardens and 
the Danvers Senior Center

Diane Weinstein
Of Winthrop, formerly of Chelsea

Jill Suzanne Bryson 
passed away peacefully 
on Saturday, May 9, 2026 
at the Beverly Hospital in 
Beverly.  She was 72 years 
of age. Born in Malden, Jill 
was the daughter of the late 
Katherine E. (Harris) Palm-
er and Leon S. Bryson.

Jill grew up on Orange 
Street in Chelsea for many 
years before taking perma-
nent residence in Danvers 
where she received excel-
lent care and attention from 
the staff of Northeast Re-
gional Services. She will be 
forever loved and cherished 
by her family, and her ex-
tended family at North Bel-
gian Road.

Jill worked as an assembly 
line employee for more than 
thirty years at the Northeast 
Arc in Danvers where she 
was awarded their Individ-
ual Achievement Award in 
1998. She was also a mem-
ber of Endicott Gardens and 
the Danvers Senior Center. 
Jill loved bowling and was a 
member of the Arc bowling 
team, where she won first 
place in her league in 2006.

Jill enjoyed spending 
time with her family, listen-
ing to records and reading 
magazines. She enjoyed 
lunch dates, getting coffee 
and a donut, taking day trips, 
and vacations to Maine with 
Kelly and Cindy. 

Jill was the dear aunt of 
Alexis Keane and her hus-
band, Greg of Lakeville, 
MA, Adrienne Davies and 
her husband, Jon of Cum-
berland, RI, and Christopher 
Long and his wife, Kristen 
of Millbrook, AL. She was 
great aunt to Emilia and Is-
abel Keane, Charlotte and 
Ben Aubin, Lilly and Fos-

ter Davies; Sister to Scott 
Bryson of Walpole, MA.

Jill was predeceased by 
her father, Leon; her cher-
ished mother, K. Elaine; her 
adored stepfather, Robert 
W. Palmer; and her beloved 
sister, Gail C. Long, and her 
husband, Robert. 

Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited to attend 
visiting hours in the Carafa 
Family Funeral Home, 389 
Washington Ave., Chelsea 
on Saturday, May 16 from 
10 to  12 noon followed by 
a family reflection in the 
Funeral Home at 12 Noon.  
Interment to follow at Puri-
tan Lawn Memorial Park in 
Peabody.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Jill’s memory 
may be made to the Special 
Olympics of Massachusetts, 
512 Forest St., Marlbor-
ough, MA 01752 or on-line 
at www.specialolympicsma.
org  

We encourage family 
and friends to visit carafa-
funeralhome.com to offer 
condolences by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sympa-
thy card.

Diane Weinstein, 86, 
formerly of Chelsea, and a 
longtime resident of Win-
throp, passed away peace-
fully on May 6, 2026, 
surrounded by her loving 
family.

Diane was the beloved 
wife of the late Harry Wein-
stein, the devoted mother 
of Nancy Weinstein, Paul 
Weinstein and his wife, 
Marianne and Robert Wein-
stein and his wife, Nicole. 
She was the cherished 
grandmother of Leeanne 
Weinstein and her signifi-
cant other, Dave Mellen.

Born and raised in Chel-
sea, Diane was the daugh-
ter of the late Sarah “Sally” 
Cooperstein and stepfather 
Nat Cooperstein. She spent 
many joyful summers as 
a member of the Pleasant 
Park Yacht Club, where 
she was surrounded by dear 
friends and family who en-
riched her life through the 
years.

Graveside services were 
held at Rabbi Isaac Elcho-
non Cemetery, 232 Fuller 
Street, Everett, on Friday, 
May 8 and memorial obser-
vance was private.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions in Diane’s memory 
may be made to the Leonard 
Florence Center for Living, 
165 Captains Row, Chel-
sea, MA 02150. For on-
line guestbook, please visit 
the funeral home website, 
www.torffuneralservice.
com.

Virginia A. (Graham) Sil-
ver passed away peacefully 
on April 13, 2026, in Mel-
rose.

She was predeceased 
by her husband, Joseph F. 
Silver and her son, Jay Jo-
seph Francis Silver. She 
leaves behind her daugh-
ters, Meredith A. Dicken-
son of Wakefield, Virginia 
A. Silver and her husband, 
Paul A. Guarracino of Lyn-
nfield and Jennifer A. Sil-
ver and her husband, John 
Goodwin of Wakefield. She 
is also survived by her lov-
ing grandchildren: Andrew 
Santonelli, Benjamin San-
tonelli, Merdith Santonel-
li, and Lily Silver, as well 
as her great grandchildren: 
Jack Santonelli, Eva San-
tonelli, Mila Santonelli, and 
Will Santonelli.

Virginia and her sisters: 
Mary Reardon, Ruth Jo-
nas, Grace Fabiano, Helen 
Orlando, and Joan Benton 
grew up in Revere and at-
tended the Immaculate Con-
ception School. She is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews.

“Virginia, Mimi, Auntie 
Gin” was an accomplished 
cook and pastry chef. She 
dazzled friends and family 
with her wonderful dinners 
and incomparable pies, stru-
dels, eclairs, cream puffs. 
Everything she made was 
delicious and beautifully 
presented.

She was a wonderful 
hostess and loved nothing 
more than sharing with her 
family, friends, and loved 
ones. Virginia’s needlework 
and Swedish weaving adorn 
the walls and tables of her 
daughters, granddaughters, 
and nieces.  She belonged to 
several needlepoint and arts 
organizations in Wakefield 
and other senior centers.

Virginia worked in the 
Clerk’s Office of the Chel-
sea District Court. She 
loved her job and retired af-
ter twenty-five years. After 
her retirement, she traveled 
extensively in Europe, Asia 
and Russia.     

Locally, she loved a road 
trip with her sisters and 
friends.

A private internment 
service will be held for her 
family.     

Donations in Virginia’s 
name may be made to your 
favorite charity.

tative Judith Garcia secured 
targeted investments for 
Chelsea and Everett focused 
on public safety, education-
al opportunity, economic 
support, and critical com-
munity services.

Representative Garcia se-
cured funding for:

• The Chelsea Senior 
Center to expand food de-
livery services for older 
adults

• The Chelsea Resiliency 
Fund to continue support-
ing families facing financial 
hardship

• The development of a 
new fire station in Chelsea

• The Chelsea Chamber 
of Commerce to support lo-
cal small businesses

• Multiple communi-
ty-based organizations serv-
ing Chelsea and Everett res-
idents

“This budget delivers 
meaningful investments for 
Chelsea and Everett and 
strengthens the organiza-
tions and services our res-
idents rely on every day,” 
said Representative Judith 
Garcia. “From supporting 
seniors and working fam-
ilies to investing in public 
safety and small businesses, 
these funds will make a di-
rect impact in our communi-
ties. I’m grateful to Speaker 
Mariano and Chair Michle-
witz for their leadership and 
partnership throughout the 
budget process.”

Representative Garcia 
also secured the restoration 
of funding for Advanced 
Placement (AP) programs 
at $2,250,320 after raising 
concerns about the impact 
cuts would have on students 
pursuing rigorous academic 
coursework.

“Students enrolling in AP 
courses are demonstrating 
serious academic commit-
ment,” Garcia said. “We 
should be supporting stu-
dents who are motivated to 
challenge themselves aca-
demically and preparing for 
success beyond high school. 
Advanced Placement pro-
grams create real oppor-
tunities for students, and 
maintaining this funding is 

an important investment in 
their future.”

In another major budget 
achievement, Representa-
tive Garcia worked in col-
laboration with House Chair 
Dan Cahill to establish a 
new $10 million reserve 
to support school districts 
experiencing unexpected 
declines in English learner 
enrollment.

The reserve was created 
to help municipalities and 
school districts manage fi-
nancial challenges caused 
by shifting enrollment pat-
terns that are largely outside 
of local control, including in 
gateway cities such as Chel-
sea and Everett.

“Our school districts, 
superintendents, municipal 
leaders, and local officials 
are working hard every day 
to manage a very difficult 
fiscal landscape,” Garcia 
said. “This reserve provides 
communities with import-
ant short-term stability 
while they adapt to enroll-
ment changes and continue 
delivering for students.”

The FY27 House budget 
also includes nearly $10 
billion in local aid for cities 
and towns, including:

• $7.65 billion in Chapter 
70 education funding

• $1.33 billion in Unre-
stricted General Govern-
ment Aid

• Full funding for the fi-
nal year of the Student Op-
portunity Act

• An increase in minimum 
per-pupil school aid to $160

The budget also invests:
• $1.7 billion in education 

initiatives, including free 
school meals and child care 
programs

• $975 million in trans-
portation investments, in-
cluding $470 million for the 
MBTA

• $1.86 billion for early 
education and care

• More than $22 billion 
for MassHealth and health 
and human services pro-
grams

The budget passed the 
House of Representatives 
149–9 and now moves to the 
Senate for consideration.

Garcia //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tution in our system of gov-
ernment. But the value of 
this program for our court 
system is perhaps even 
greater,” Supreme Judicial 
Court Chief Justice Budd 
said. “One of the issues 
that I have spoken about 
often during my tenure as 
Chief Justice has been the 
importance of maintaining 
trust and confidence in the 
courts. By enabling students 
to work inside the courts, 
the JYC gives them the op-
portunity see firsthand how 
the judges, clerks, court of-
ficers and other staff strive 
to deliver justice each day 
– to do what is right, to ap-
ply the law fairly, and to 
treat each person with re-
spect. That experience can 
go a long way in building 
trust and confidence in our 
courts.”

“The Judicial Youth 
Corps may be the one and 
only project in the entire 
court system where every-
one involved is in agree-
ment that they did some-
thing good; that they made 
a difference in the life of a 
young person,” retired Su-
preme Judicial Court Chief 
Justice Ireland said. “There 
are so many success stories. 
You are lawyers, doctors, 

teachers, chefs, pharma-
cists, judges, public service 
employees and more. Good 
people living your lives 
serving your communities 
and making a difference for 
yourself and others. You are 
using your talents to lead a 
purposeful life.”

The Judicial Youth 
Corps was created in 1991 
by then-Supreme Judicial 
Court Chief Justice Paul 
J. Liacos. Hon. Roderick 
L. Ireland, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Judicial Court 
from 2010 to 2014, was ac-
tively involved in planning 
the program when he was 
a Boston Juvenile Court 
judge. The goal of the pro-
gram was to bring together a 
diverse group of students to 
spend their summer learn-
ing about the court system. 
That led to the creation of 
the JYC program, a paid 
internship with a rigorous 
application and interview 
process.

Funding for the Boston 
JYC program is provided by 
the City of Boston’s Youth 
Fund and the Boston Private 
Industry Council.

Since its inception in 
Boston in 1991, the JYC has 
expanded to Springfield and 
Worcester.

Court //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4



Page 6	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Thursday, May 14, 2026

Special to the Record

In a culmination of years 
of strategic work, advocacy 
and relationship building 
by Chelsea Public Schools, 
Superintendent Dr. Almi 
G. Abeyta testified today at 
the State House to support 
The ENOUGH Act, legis-
lation filed by Senator Sal 
DiDomenico that will bring 
significant funding to the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts to support com-
munity-driven, place-based 
strategies aimed at reduc-
ing poverty and supporting 
youth from cradle to career.

The ENOUGH (Engag-
ing Neighborhoods, Or-
ganizations, Unions, Gov-
ernments and Households) 
Act is a “transformational 
approach to end concen-
trated poverty”. Inspired by 
the place-based approach to 
breaking intergeneration-
al poverty utilized by the 
Harlem Children’s Zone 
(HCZ) and a reflection of 
Harvard’s EdRedesign Lab 
place-based, whole-child, 
whole-family approach to 
education and child devel-
opment, this act will provide 
individual communities in 
the Commonwealth with the 
support and resources need-
ed to identify root causes of 
poverty in their neighbor-
hoods and begin to address 
them.

Chelsea has been the 
Massachusetts model for 
this place-based and cra-
dle-to-career philosophy, 
and the school district’s 
work was the genesis of 
the ENOUGH Act’s devel-
opment in the Common-
wealth. In 2024, Dr. Abeyta 
served as a fellow in the in-
augural cohort of the Place- 
Based Education Leaders 
Design Fellowship (ELDF) 
launched by the William 
Julius Wilson Institute 
(WJWI) at HCZ. Dr. Abey-
ta was one of 23 superin-

tendents and school district 
leaders nationwide to learn 
about how to adapt HCZ’s 
and WJWI’s nationally rec-
ognized cradle-to-career 
and place-based model to 
catalyze student success. 
She learned directly from 
HCZ’s founder Geoffrey 
Canada on how the power 
of this model creates sup-
port for youth from birth 
through college and career.

She brought this learn-
ing and experience back to 
Chelsea and CPS, in par-
ticular elevating the work 
of the Chelsea Children’s 
Cabinet - a working group 
created by CPS in 2021-22 
that embodies the commu-
nity-aligned and cross-sec-
tor representation that the 
ENOUGH Act champions 
- to focus on this model 
and work. The Children’s 
Cabinet, led by the school 
district, brings together rep-
resentatives from Chelsea 
from education, health care, 
social services, community 
leaders, the municipal sec-
tor and others to focus on a 
collaborative effort to best 
support youth success.

That work spurred a piv-
otal visit to HCZ in 2025 
where Dr. Abeyta and the 
school district gathered a 

group of Children’s Cabinet 
members to visit HCZ in 
New York to see the orga-
nization’s model first-hand. 
This group included Senator 
Sal DiDomenico, who left 
HCZ inspired to bring the 
place-based and communi-
ty-focused model back to 

the Commonwealth.
Collaboration with var-

ious entities including 
CPS and Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education’s 
(HGSE) EdResign Pro-
gram’s Paul Reville helped 
lead to the development of 
the legislation presented to-
day.

“This is about more than 
policy. It is about building 
systems that match the scale 
of the challenge and the po-
tential of our children. Our 
students are ready. Our com-
munities are ready. Now we 
need the Commonwealth to 
meet this moment,” Super-
intendent Dr. Almi G. Abey-
ta said.

“Thank you to Senator 
Sal DiDomenico for their 
work to file this important 
and transformative legisla-
tion.”

“The Harlem Children’s 
Zone is a striking example 
of community, government, 
and philanthropy working 
in unison to radically im-
prove thousands of people’s 
lives for the better and it 
was inspiring to visit and 
learn about this seminal 

project with Superintendent 
Dr. Abeyta and all my Chel-
sea colleagues,” said Sena-
tor Sal DiDomenico. “I am 
proud and excited to bring 
this innovative framework 
here to help combat pov-
erty in my district and all 
over the Commonwealth. 
The reason an initiative like 
this works is because they 
include holistic and com-
munity-driven programs 
that address the root causes 
of poverty and offer wrap-
around high-quality ser-
vices across every aspect of 
life from education to health 
care to childcare to commu-
nity building and so much 
more. I am grateful for lead-
ers like Geoffrey Canada 
and Kwame Owusu-Kesse 
who are spreading these 
ideas across the country and 
creating opportunities for 
countless scholars.&quot;

The proposed ENOUGH 
Act in Massachusetts will 
deepen the work already 
happening in Chelsea. 
The act will establish the 
ENOUGH Fund, which 
will award partnership de-
velopment grants, planning 

grants and implementation 
grants to support the efforts 
to eliminate generational 
poverty, increase economic 
mobility and strengthen cra-
dle-to-career education and 
workforce development. 
The targeted demographics 
for these grants are commu-
nities in Massachusetts that 
include census tracts with 
more than 20% of children 
living in poverty, high con-
centrations of low-income 
residents, and indicators of 
distress such as chronic ab-
senteeism, juvenile justice 
involvement, and health 
disparities.

The potential of students 
in Chelsea Public Schools 
is limitless. The ENOUGH 
Act will support building 
the systems that best sup-
port the children and youth 
in Chelsea and throughout 
the Commonwealth. The re-
sources provided will align 
all community entities to 
come together around the 
shared outcomes of cra-
dle-to-career support, en-
suring that CPS youth meet 
and exceed the potential 
they all have.

Care from home, when you need it.
See your doctor on your phone 
or computer
No travel. No waiting rooms
Schedule via MyChart or 
call 617-569-5800

Learn more 
about 

virtual visits

WE ARE 
HERE 
FOR YOU!

Chelsea Public Schools, Superintendent Dr. Abeyta play 
pivotal role in ENOUGH Act development in Massachusetts

 

 

 

 

 

201 Crescent Avenue, Chelsea, MA 02150 
857-776-6875 

www.shorecollaborative.org 

LEGAL NOTICE 
SHORE EDUCATIONAL COLLABORATIVE 

INVITATION FOR FOOD SERVICES BIDS 
 

Shore Educational Collaborative (Shore) is advertising a Request for Proposal (RFP) to 
enter into a contract with a qualified contractor to provide ready to eat meals (breakfast and 
lunch) Food Services to its Henry Owen School at 100 Revere Beach Parkway. 
 
The contract award will be for the period of one(1) year with the option for two(2) additional 
years.  The initial contract will begin on July 1, 2025 and continue through June 30, 2026.  
Subsequent contracts will run July 1 to June 30 of the following year.  
 
Proposals will be available starting at 10:00 Monday, April 7, 2025 AM Interested parties 
should contact Randall Mondestin at rmondestin@shorecollaborative.org for more 
information.  Proposals should be mailed/delivered to the attention of Randy Mondestin Director 
of Operations at 201 Crescent Avenue Chelsea, MA 02150  no later than 3:00 PM on Monday, 
April 21, 2025.  A MANDATORY taste test will be held  on April 23 and April 25, 2025 starting at 
12:30. Contract award will be no later than Friday, May 9,2025.  All questions should be direct to 
rmondestin@shorecollaborative.org  
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PROPOSAL-QUALIFIED EXECUTIVE SEARCH CONSULTANT

Shore Educational Collaborative is seeking proposals from qualified executive search 
consultants to assist with: (a) recruitment for a variety of positions supporting 
programs for individuals with disabilities, and (b) professional development of 

internal recruitment processes and materials for ongoing use. One or more vendors 
may be selected. Contract term: one year with two one-year renewal options.

The Request for Proposals (RFP) will be available beginning Monday, May 11, 2026 
at 10:00 AM by email request to Randall Mondestin at  

Rmondestin@shorecollaborative.org.

Proposals must be submitted by mail or delivered no later 
than 3:00 pm on Friday, June 5th, 2026, to:

Randall Mondestin, Director of Operations
Shore Educational Collaborative

Email: rmondestin@shorecollaborative.org
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Small
Business

month
This month, we celebrate the small businesses
that are an essential part of our community,

near and far!

Shop Local, Shop Chelsea

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Representatives from Chelsea Public Schools and the City of Chelsea attended a press conference about the ENOUGH Act on 
Thursday, May 7, at the State House.

Shown (left to right) are Senator Sal DiDomenico, Mayra Balderas, Dr. Almi G. Abeyta, Dr. Aaron 
T. Jennings, School Committee member Clary Covas Caraballo, Dr. Tamara Blake-Canty, and Dr. 
Christine Lee.

Shown (left to right) are Harlem Children’s Zone Founder and 
President Geoffrey Canada, CPS Chief of Staff Dr. Aaron T. Jen-
nings and CPS Superintendent Dr. Almi G. Abeyta.

A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org
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The Chelsea Police 
Department recently an-
nounced that Officer Mat-
thew DiNicola has been 
selected as the 2026 Ex-
ceptional Service Award 
recipient for Region 4 by 
the National Association of 
School Resource Officers 
(NASRO). This national 
recognition highlights Offi-
cer DiNicola’s unwavering 
commitment to the students, 
faculty, and families within 
the Chelsea school commu-
nity.

The Exceptional Service 
Award is presented annu-

ally to one school resource 
officer in each of NASRO’s 
ten national regions who 
demonstrates continuous 
and sustained service to their 
school community above 
and beyond what is nor-
mally expected of a school 
resource officer. NASRO is 
the nation’s leading organi-
zation dedicated to school 
based policing and school 
safety training.

Officer DiNicola was 
selected among school re-
source officers from across 
the Northeast region for his 
leadership, professional-

ism, mentorship, and dedi-
cation to building positive 
relationships with students 
throughout the Chelsea 
Public Schools community.

Officer DiNicola will 
formally receive this honor 
during a national awards 
ceremony on June 29 as 
part of NASRO’s National 
School Safety Conference in 
Reno, Nevada. The confer-
ence brings together school 
resource officers, educators, 
and law enforcement pro-
fessionals from across the 
country to recognize excel-
lence and discuss best prac-

tices in school safety and 
youth engagement.

“Officer DiNicola rep-
resents the very best of com-
munity policing and youth 
engagement,” said Police 
Chief Keith Houghton. “His 
dedication to the students 
of Chelsea goes far beyond 
enforcement. He builds re-
lationships, inspires trust, 
and serves as a role model. 
We are incredibly proud to 
see his work recognized on 
a national level.”

The Chelsea Police De-
partment also recognizes 
the strong and collaborative 

partnership it shares with 
Chelsea Public Schools. 
This relationship has been 
instrumental in creating a 
safe and supportive learning 
environment where students 
can thrive, Houghton added.

Officer DiNicola’s recog-
nition reflects not only his 
individual efforts, but also 
the collective commitment 
of the Chelsea Police De-
partment and Chelsea Pub-
lic Schools to prioritize stu-
dent well being, safety, and 
success, stated the chief.

Chelsea Police honors Officer Matthew DiNicola with National Exceptional Service Award

Special to the Record

One year ago this week, 
a historic provision champi-
oned by State Senator Lydia 
Edwards went into effect 
as part of the Affordable 
Homes Act – fundamental-
ly changing the trajectory 
of thousands of Massachu-
setts residents by granting 
the right to petition courts 
to seal certain eviction re-
cords.

In its first year alone, 
6,284 petitions to seal evic-
tion records have been filed 
across the Commonwealth, 
underscoring both the ur-
gent need for this reform 
and its immediate, tangible 
impact.

“I believe in second 
chances, “ said Senator 
Lydia Edwards. “For too 
long, eviction records – of-
ten stemming from circum-
stances beyond a tenant’s 
control – have locked fam-
ilies out of housing and op-
portunity. Today, thousands 
of Massachusetts residents 
have a pathway forward. 
I want to thank Attorney 
General Campbell, Gover-
nor Healey, Senate Presi-
dent Spilka, The Executive 
Office of Housing and Live-
able Communities, Leader 
Michael Moran, and the 
countless advocates who 
realized the urgency in this 
issue and acted on it accord-
ingly a year ago today.”

The law protects an array 
of circumstances including 
fault-based and no fault 
evictions, each with specif-

ic parameters dictating the 
process and regulations. 
When applying for new 
housing, the tenant may le-
gally state that they have 
“no record” of a prior evic-
tion.

To aid constituents in uti-
lizing the provision, Senator 
Edwards has held three suc-
cessful “Supper and Seal-
ing” workshops, communi-
ty-based events dedicated 
to connecting residents with 
legal professionals to expe-
dite the sealing process for 
both eviction records and 
CORIs (criminal records).

Advocates and partners 
like Greater Boston Legal 
Services, North Suffolk 
Community Services, Mav-
erick Landing Community 
Services, Big Hope Project, 
Harvard Law School Legal 

Services Center and Mas-
sachusetts Law Reform In-
stitute have made this pos-
sible.

Additionally, the Legal 
Information & Technology 
Lab at Suffolk University 
Law School has played a 
critical role in expanding 
access. By developing an 
online petition tool, the Lab 
has made it possible for res-
idents to begin the sealing 
process directly from their 
smartphones—eliminating 
barriers such as transpor-
tation, time off work, and 
court navigation.

The success of eviction 
sealing in Massachusetts 
demonstrates what is pos-
sible when policy centers 
equity and lived experience. 
This reform represents a 
meaningful step toward a 

more just and accessible 
housing market.

Quotes of Support
“Our Affordable Homes 

Act is about making it eas-
ier and more affordable 
for people to find hous-
ing,” said Governor Maura 
Healey. “Eviction sealing is 
a crucial part of that. No one 
should face huge barriers to 
getting housing because of 
a hardship they faced long 
ago. I’m grateful to Senator 
Edwards and the Legisla-
ture for their partnership on 
this important policy which 
is already making a differ-
ence for thousands of Mas-
sachusetts residents.”

“HLC recently concluded 
a statewide fair housing lis-
tening tour to hear directly 
from residents about how 
our new fair housing office 

can better serve their needs. 
In every region, we heard 
from people who have been 
denied housing opportuni-
ties because of decades-old 
eviction records and dis-
crimination,” said Juana 
Matias, Secretary of Hous-
ing and Livable Commu-
nities (HLC). “Eviction re-
cord discrimination remains 
a significant barrier to hous-
ing stability. But one year 
into eviction record sealing, 
we are better positioned to 
support residents in crisis, 
connect them to resources, 
and help more families re-
main stably housed in Mas-
sachusetts.”

“One year ago, Massa-
chusetts took a bold step 
toward fairness and oppor-
tunity with the passage of 
the Eviction Sealing Law – 
a milestone that has already 
opened doors for countless 
families and residents to 
secure stable housing and 
rebuild their financial fu-
tures,” said Attorney Gener-
al Andrea Campbell. “This 
law is a lifeline that helps 
break cycles of instabili-
ty and restores dignity to 
those too often shut out of 
the housing market. Thank 
you to Senator Edwards 
and Leader Mike Moran 
for their unwavering ad-
vocacy and leadership on 
this important issue, and to 
Senate President Spilka and 
Speaker Mariano for their 
commitment to this legisla-
tion, which ensured that it 
became law.”

“The Senate priori-
tized this policy because 
we know that one difficult 
chapter in our lives does not 
define who we are,” said 
Senate President Karen E. 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Now, 
as nearly 5,000 people have 
submitted petitions under 
this policy, it is clear that 
passing this measure was 
the right thing to do—and 
that it is changing lives for 
the better. I applaud Sena-
tor Edwards, whose stead-
fast leadership and moral 
clarity were instrumental in 
bringing this reform to fru-
ition. Her work reflects the 
very best of what we strive 
to achieve in the Senate, 
advancing policies that ex-
pand opportunity, restore 
dignity, and change lives.”

“Senator Edwards’ stead-
fast leadership was in-
strumental in getting the 
eviction record sealing law 
passed,” said Tyler White, 
Massachusetts Law Reform 
Institute. “In the year since 
it took effect, the law has 
empowered thousands of 
tenants to start fresh in their 
search for new housing—
and countless others will 
benefit in the years to come. 
The spirit of the law is sim-
ple: tenants should not be 
perpetually disadvantaged 
and made to suffer lifelong 
consequences as a result of 
their eviction records. We 
look forward to continuing 
our work with Senator Ed-
wards to advance housing 
justice in Massachusetts.”

Edwards, housing advocates, celebrate one year of eviction sealing in the Affordable Homes Act

Sen. Lydia Edwards (center) joined by housing advocates during the conference celebrating 
one year of the eviction sealing provision of the Affordable Homes Act.

PHOTO COURTESY CHELSEA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Officer Matthew DiNicola

Zonta Club of Chelsea 
and North Shore News

Adele Lubarsky (left), Zonta of Chelsea Treasure presenting 
check to Jennifer Hassell, Executive Director of The Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The Zonta Club of Chel-
sea and North Shore re-
cently made a donation 
to the Chelsea PROMise  

Program. This program is 
a prom initiative by The 
Chelsea Police Department.

Ready to grow your business 
as the season blooms? 

Get your brand in front of local
customers from April – June! 

Single Community Rate
One 2-column-by-2”-ad • $180 — $15/wk

The Power BundleThe Power Bundle
One 2x2-ad • Three Communities! 

ONLY $400 
(Save $140 when you bundle!)

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588 or email your Ad rep
mdibella@winthroptranscript.com  deb@reverejournal.com  charlestownads@hotmail.com

Ad Size shown to scale

Actual size:2.072”-by-2”

Spring Forward 
with Our Service Directory Special

Don’t wait for the grass to grow—Don’t wait for the grass to grow—
book your spring campaign now!book your spring campaign now!
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National Safe Boating Week is May 16-22: 
BoatUS Foundation reminds boaters to prepare for season 

This year, National Safe 
Boating Week begins on 
May 16 and runs through 
May 22. This week serves 
as an important reminder 
to encourage boaters to be 
responsible and prioritize 
safety ahead of the start of 
boating season. This obser-
vance week is the official 
kickoff of the Before You 
Boat campaign from the 
BoatUS Foundation.  

The BoatUS Founda-
tion for Boating Safety and 
Clean Water, a national 
leader that promotes safe, 
clean and responsible boat-
ing recommends these safe-
ty tips for boaters: 

Before You Boat … 
Check your fit: Take a few 
minutes to ensure you have 
enough right-sized life jack-
ets for everyone aboard and 
that they are readily avail-
able in case of an emergen-
cy. While on board, wear 
your life jacket and ensure 
you are meeting your state 
requirement for life jack-
et wear by visiting https://
www.boatus.org/life-jack-
ets/state-requirements.   

Before You Boat … In-
spect your beacon: Confirm 
your emergency beacon is 
working and accessible, so 
help can find you quickly in 
case something unexpected 
happens. Pro Tip: Rent a 

beacon for free through the 
BoatUS Foundation EPIRB 
rental program.  

Before You Boat …File 
a float plan: Let someone 
know where you’re going 
and when you’ll be back. 
This can be as simple as 
texting your trip details to 
a trusted friend or family 
member who is ready to act 
if you’re overdue.   

Before You Boat … At-
tach your ECOS: If your 
helm is equipped with an 
engine cutoff switch and 
your boat is 26’ or under, 
attach it to your person. 
This will help stop your en-
gine immediately if you’re 
thrown overboard.   

Before You Boat … 
Check the weather: Use 
free apps like Tide Alert 
(NOAA) to check weather 
conditions and tides before 
heading out.   

Before You Boat … Make 
safety a priority: Treat safe-
ty as part of the trip, not as 
an afterthought. BoatUS 
Foundation offers the only 
free online boating safety 
course, currently approved 
in 37states, register here and 
get started.

“Safe boating doesn’t 
require complicated gear 
or expert skills. It requires 
consistency,” said Ted 
Sensenbrenner, Director of 

Boating Safety at BoatUS 
Foundation. “Taking a few 
minutes before leaving the 
dock to follow these sim-
ple tips can make all the 
difference when conditions 
change unexpectedly.”  

To learn more about Boa-
tUS Foundation’s programs 
and courses, visit BoatUS.
org.  

The BoatUS Founda-
tion for Boating Safety and 
Clean Water is a national 
leader promoting safe, clean 
and responsible boating. 
Funded primarily by dona-
tions from the more than 
740,000 members of Boat 
Owners Association of The 
United States (BoatUS), the 
nonprofit provides innova-
tive educational outreach 
directly to boaters and an-
glers with the aim of reduc-
ing accidents and fatalities, 
increasing stewardship of 
America’s waterways, and 
keeping boating safe for all. 
A range of safe and clean 
boating courses – including 
the nation’s only free online 
boating safety course – can 
be found at BoatUS.org. 
The BoatUS Foundation for 
Boating Safety and Clean 
Water is a four-star chari-
ty, the highest rating award-
ed by Charity Navigator.  
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

There is a great differ-
ence in the lives of urban 
vs suburban or rural dogs. 
These differences could be 
considered positive or neg-
ative depending on your 
point of view. Each location 
requires a human compan-
ion to provide appropriate 
socialization, adaptation, 
and training for the particu-
lar dog.

Choosing a New City Dog
If you’re thinking about 

adding a canine companion 
to your city life, you should 
consider the dog’s size and 
temperament. We see all 
breeds, mixes, and sizes of 
dogs on our city walks. We 
see tiny dogs who are ag-
gressive with both people 
and other dogs.

We’ve walked with Grey-
hounds who are couch po-
tatoes at home. We had the 
pleasure of knowing a Mas-
tiff who would lie down and 
let smaller dogs cuddle up 
after a play session. We see 
many medium-sized dogs 
in our area, so this might be 
the right answer for many 
adopters.

Many city homes are 
small, and we all know that 
city living is expensive. 
Think about the practical 
considerations of placing 
a large or small dog bed or 
crate. Recognize the cost of 
buying and the space need-

ed to store food for a large 
dog vs. a small one. Once 
you know what type of dog 
that will fit your lifestyle, 
you can make that criterion 
part of your search.

Socialization and 
Adaptation

Urban environments are 
crowded, noisy places with 
distractions like construc-
tion, sirens, runners, other 
animals, broken glass, food 
on the ground, and other 
dangers along the way. In 
Boston, it is more a matter 
of whether a driver will run 
a red light than how many 
drivers will do so. 

People and other dogs 
will approach you and your 
dog without permission, and 
you both have to be ready to 
deal with that, especially if 
your dog is reactive to any 
degree.  

City dogs need alert 
and watchful guardians on 
walks. It’s up to you to spot 
the sidewalk dangers and 
lead your dog around them. 
It’s impossible to control a 
dog who is off-leash or on 
a long or retractable leash. 
We recommend a 6-foot 
training leash for any city 
walk. You can shorten it up 
when in a crowd, allow the 
dog some sniffing space in 
safe places, and walk with 
other dogs with fewer tan-
gles.

Training is Key
Many aspects of city life 

require a bit of training for a 
dog to become comfortable 
with day-to-day activities. 
There is a specific Urban 
Canine Good Citizenship 
certificate you and your dog 
can earn that includes the 
particular skills required to 
be a well-behaved dog in a 
city.

Some of the requirements 
for passing this test include 
using and sharing stairs, el-
evators, common hallways, 
lobbies, and doors to the 
street with behavior and 
housetraining under control. 

Your dog must also be 
able to walk on a busy side-
walk and cross streets po-
litely without inappropriate 
response to distractions like 
sirens, horns, bikes, deliv-
ery trucks, etc. The test for 
using urban transportation, 
such as buses, subways, 
and cars, requires training 
for a dog. The most chal-
lenging test for our dog, 
Poppy, would be ignoring 
food on the sidewalk. She’s 
food-obsessed.

We‘ve shared our city life 
with three different dogs 
and can attest to the joy they 
have brought us. We have 
friends we’ve made through 
dogs, we can brighten the 
day of visitors and students 
who miss their dogs, and we 
get to share what we have 
learned over the years with 
you, our readers!

City Paws

Urban dog life

CHS Roundup

SIMON LEADS 
CHS GIRLS TO
TWO VICTORIES

The Chelsea High girls 
outdoor track and field team 
defeated Greater Boston 
League rivals Lynn Classi-
cal (73-41) and Malden (67-
50) in a tri-meet last Tues-
day at Chelsea Stadium.

Junior standout Thania 
Simon once again paced 
the Lady Red Devils to the 
double victories. Thania 
captured first place in three 
events vs. both opponents: 
the 200 dash with a sprint of 
27.3;  the long jump with a 
leap of 17’-2”; and the triple 
jump with a final landing of 
36’-5”. Thania  also took 
second in the 100 dash vs. 
Classical and third vs. Mal-
den to score a total of 34 
points on the day.

Chelsea also dominated 
two of the three throwing 
events. Dieunie Cademus 
led a Chelsea sweep in the 
shot-put with a throw of 
25’-10”, with teammates 
Aria Green and Harmony 
Rogers taking 2nd and 3rd.

In the discus, Green took 
first with a toss of 60’-0” to 
pace another Chelsea sweep 
with teammates Cademus 
and Jennifer Ramirez Mejia.

Additional point-scorers 
for Chelsea included:

-- Aly Perez, who topped 
the field in the 2-mile with a 
time of 15:06.1;

-- Hazel Hatleberg, who 
finished first vs. Classi-
cal and second vs. Malden 
in the javelin and second 
vs. both opponents in the 
1-mile, the 2-mile, and the 
triple jump for a total of 26 
points on the day; 

-- Lawa Drammeh, who 
finished in second place vs. 

both opponents in the 200 
dash and third vs. Malden in 
the long jump;

-- Lilly Serrano, who took 
first place in the 400 dash 
and the high jump vs. both 
opponents; first vs. Classi-
cal and second vs. Malden 
in the 100 dash; and second 
vs. Classical in the javelin;

-- Rocio Perez Mauricio, 
who finished third vs. Mal-
den in the 400 dash;

-- Kimberly Fuentes 
Chavez, who finished first 
vs. Malden and second vs. 
Classical in the 800 and 
third vs. Classical in the jav-
elin; and

-- Aly Perez, who finished 
third vs. both opponents in 
the 1-mile.

BOYS TRACK
POSTS TWO WINS

The Chelsea High boys 
outdoor track and field team 
defeated Greater Boston 
League rivals Lynn Classi-
cal (82-45) and Malden (80-
40) in a tri-meet last Tues-
day at Chelsea Stadium.

Pacing the Red Devils to 
the victories were:

-- David Ponce, who de-
feated the field in the 200 
dash with a sprint of 23.8; 

-- Xavier Guzman, who 
took first-place vs. both 
opponents in the 400 dash 
with a clocking of 54.5; 

-- Bryan Amaya-Yanes, 
who cruised to a victory in 
the 800 in 2:15.9, which 
was 16 seconds faster than 
his closest rival; 

-- Carlos Perez Acosta, 
who outran the field in the 
1-mile with a clocking of 
5:12.3, which was 14 sec-
onds faster than his closest 
opponent;  

-- Leeandro Castro, who 

won both the 110 hurdles 
in a time of 17.7 and the 
400 hurdles in a clocking of 
63.9; 

-- Kevin Romero-Molina, 
who was the king of the dis-
cus with a spin of 128’-4” 
and also took first vs. Mal-
den and third vs. Classical 
in the shot-put;

--  Igor Oliviera, who 
handily won the javelin 
with a throw of 100’-3”; and

-- Gregory Ulloa, who 
turned in a versatile perfor-
mance with a first place in 
the triple jump vs. both op-
ponents with a final landing 
of 35’-4”; a first vs. Malden 
and a second vs. Classical in 
the long jump; and a third in 
the 100 dash vs. Classical;

Additional point-scorers 
for the Red Devils were:

-- Joe Tineo with a sec-
ond vs. Classical and a third 
vs. Malden in the 200 dash;

-- Aiden Rivas-Ortega 
with a third vs. Classical in 
the 200 dash and a third vs. 
Malden in the long jump;

-- Zakaria Moubtassim 
with a second vs. Classical 
and a third vs. Malden in 
the 400 dash and a second 
vs. Classical and a third vs. 
Malden in the javelin; 

-- Alhagi Drammeh with 
a second vs. Classical and a 
third vs. Malden in the 800;

-- Jeffriso Mercado with 
a first vs. Malden and a 
second vs. Classical in the 
2-mile;

-- Philip Robles with sec-
ond vs. both opponents in 
the discus and third vs. Mal-
den in the shot-put;

-- Nathan Pleitez took 
second vs. Malden in the 
shot; and

-- Christian Gutierrez 
with a third vs. Classical in 
the javelin;

Like many city dogs, our Poppy loves watching the world go by on a bench, even this one on 
Jamaica Pond.
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New condominiums soon 
to open on Williams Street

Special to the Record

Chelsea will soon wel-
come a new affordable 
homeownership develop-
ment with the arrival of “The 
QUINN Condominiums”, 
a 20-unit income-restricted 
condominium communi-
ty located at 150 Williams 
Street. Situated adjacent 
to the city’s Admiral Hill 
neighborhood, the develop-
ment consists of two new-
ly constructed three-story 
buildings connected by a 
shared courtyard and de-
signed to provide modern, 
energy-efficient housing 
opportunities for first-time 
homebuyers.

The development offers 
convenient access to major 
transportation routes, lo-
cated within a quarter mile 
of both the northbound and 
southbound ramps to Route 
1 and the Tobin Bridge. 
Residents will also benefit 
from proximity to MBTA 
bus routes 111, 112, and 
104, making commuting 
into Boston and surround-
ing communities accessible 
and convenient. Construc-
tion is expected to be com-
pleted by July 1, 2025.

All 20 condominiums 
within the project have been 
designated as affordable 
homeownership units and 
will be sold through an in-
come-restricted lottery pro-
cess. Units are available to 
households earning up to 
60%, 80%, and 100% of 
the Area Median Income 

(AMI), with pricing and 
monthly condominium fees 
determined in accordance 
with the 2025 HUD Bos-
ton-Cambridge-Quincy, 
MA-NH income guidelines.

Monthly condominium 
fees will cover master insur-
ance, exterior maintenance, 
landscaping, snow remov-
al, trash removal, property 
management services, wa-
ter, sewer, and reserve con-
tributions.

“I’m excited to be the 
listing and lottery agent for 
this project,” said local real 
estate broker Roy Avella-
neda of ERA Metropolitan 
Homes. “Helping 20 lucky 
applicants become home-
owners in Chelsea is incred-
ibly rewarding, especially 
having been a strong advo-
cate for affordable housing 
during my time serving on 
the Chelsea City Council.”

Applications for the af-
fordable condominium 
lottery are currently being 
accepted through May 31, 
2026.

For local developer Mike 
Vienneau, The QUINN 
Condominiums marks his 
team’s fourth condominium 
development in Chelsea. 
Once completed, Vienneau 
and his team will have built 
a total of 104 condominium 
units in the city, including 
36 deed-restricted afford-
able homeownership units 
— the highest number de-
veloped by any private de-
veloper in Chelsea to date.

“None of this would 

have been possible with-
out the vital support of the 
City of Chelsea through the 
Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund and Community Pres-
ervation Fund, along with 
MassHousing’s Workforce 
Commonwealth Builder 
Program,” said Vienneau. 
“Local and state financial 
assistance, combined with 
housing-friendly zoning 
ordinances, are what make 
these homeownership op-
portunities achievable.”

The one-bedroom condo-
miniums feature contempo-
rary finishes, open-concept 
layouts, and high-quality 
appliances throughout. In-
teriors include luxury vi-
nyl plank flooring, modern 
Shrock Rivali cabinetry, 
matte black hardware ac-
cents, and stainless steel GE 
appliance packages. Kitch-
ens are designed with clean, 
modern aesthetics and func-
tional layouts intended for 
both everyday living and 
entertaining.

Additional features in-
clude ENERGY STAR-cer-
tified appliances, LED re-
cessed lighting, and in-unit 
GE Profile washer and dryer 
systems. Bathrooms incor-
porate spa-inspired finishes, 
including large-format wall 
tile and mosaic flooring. 
One unit has also been spe-
cifically designed to meet 
ADA accessibility stan-
dards and includes accessi-
ble Whirlpool stainless steel 
appliances and modified 
layouts for mobility acces-
sibility.

The condominium lottery 
drawing is expected to take 
place in mid-June following 
the review and qualification 
of all applications.

For additional informa-
tion about The QUINN 
Condominiums or the lot-
tery process, interested ap-
plicants may contact Roy 
Avellaneda at 617-212-
4658 or via email at [roy@
metropolitanbre.com](mail-
to:roy@metropolitanbre.
com).

Artist rendering of the new QUINN Condominiums.

Special to the Independent

Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs (EEA) Secretary 
Rebecca Tepper declared 
worsened drought condi-
tions in several regions of 
Massachusetts. The Con-
necticut River Valley, Cen-
tral, and Northeast Regions 
and Nantucket County are 
now in a Level 2 - Signifi-
cant Drought. The Western 
and Southeast Regions and 
Dukes County have moved 
to a Level 1 - Mild Drought. 
Conditions have slight-
ly improved in the Cape, 
which is now a Level 1 - 
Mild Drought.  

Drought designations 
reflect long-term trends. 
The Drought Management 
Task Force (DMTF) evalu-
ates conditions over many 
months, and this declaration 
is based on data collected 
from August 2024 through 
April 2026. 

During April, precipita-
tion was well below nor-
mal in Massachusetts. The 
state’s monthly totals ranged 
from 1.5 to 3 inches. The 
greatest deficits occurred 
across Martha’s Vineyard 
and Nantucket, where only 
0.75 to 1 inch of rainfall 
was observed – equating to 
departures of 3 to 4.5 inch-
es below normal. Over the 
past 3 to 6 months, most 
of the state has received 
only 60 to 90 percent of 
normal precipitation. Nan-
tucket continues to expe-
rience the most significant 
deficits, with totals near 50 

percent of normal over both 
time periods. As a result, 
in spite of temporary relief 
from snowmelt in March, 
recent rainfall across the 
state has not been enough to 
make up for the longer-term 
precipitation and ground-
water deficits that have built 
up over the past two years. 
While conditions may ap-
pear improved in the short 
term, key indicators such as 
groundwater take longer to 
recover and continue to re-
flect these deficits. 

“Recent rainfall has 
helped, but rivers are still 
running low and groundwa-
ter levels remain below nor-
mal,” said Secretary Tepper. 
“These conditions reflect 
the longer-term dry period 
we’ve been experiencing. 

As we move through the 
growing season, many com-
munities have water restric-
tions in place. Using water 
wisely, both outdoors and 
indoors, can help reduce 
stress on our water systems. 
These small actions add up 
and will help protect wa-
ter supplies and lower the 
risk of impacts, including 
increased fire danger, later 
this summer.” 

Although recent precip-
itation and snowmelt have 
led to some localized im-
provements, the overall sys-
tem remains below normal. 
The current drought, which 
began in 2024, continues 
to affect the natural envi-
ronment like streamflow, 
vernal pools and ponds 
and dependent species, fish 

migrations and declining 
groundwater. The drought 
is also drying out vegetation 
and ground cover. While 
local water supplies are cur-
rently stable, the persistence 
of drought conditions, com-
bined with the start of grow-
ing season and increased 
water demand, makes con-
tinued conservation even 
more important. Outdoor 
watering restrictions help to 
ensure that adequate water 
supplies will continue to be 
available for essential uses 
such as drinking, washing, 
fire protection, and busi-
nesses, even as drought 
conditions persist.

As outlined in the Massa-
chusetts Drought Manage-
ment Plan, continued de-
tailed monitoring of drought 

conditions must continue. 
The drought levels also 
require ongoing coordina-
tion among state and fed-
eral agencies to implement 
drought response actions 
such as water-use restric-
tions. Additionally, engage-
ment with municipalities, 
including local Boards of 
Health (BOH), is essential. 
This includes providing 
technical outreach and as-
sistance to water suppliers 
and affected municipalities. 
Residents are asked to re-
port to their local BOH if 
wells are drying up; BOHs 
are asked to report on the 
condition of local private 
wells. 

Residents can report dry 
environmental conditions 
and submit photos to help 
monitor the situation on the 
Massachusetts Water Im-
pact Reporter. Additionally, 
a FAQ is available for ques-
tions regarding the current 
drought status and water 
conservation.  

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) will 
continue to assist communi-
ties in managing their water 
systems. The Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authori-
ty (MWRA) water supply 
system is not experiencing 
drought conditions, as de-
fined within its individual 
plan. However, private well 
users and other sources of 
water within the same riv-
er basins are impacted by 
drought conditions. All 
sources of water, regardless 

of their location or type of 
withdrawal, ultimately draw 
from the same river basin. 
It is important for all users 
to do their part to conserve 
water. Please note that even 
during a drought, to con-
tinue operational activities 
such as flushing and spring 
maintenance, water suppli-
ers may need to use higher 
volumes of water. 

Below are recommen-
dations for communities 
and individuals living and 
working within a Level 1–
Mild Drought and Level 
2–Significant Drought Re-
gions including those utiliz-
ing a private well. Residents 
and businesses are strongly 
urged to check with their 
local water system in case 
more stringent water restric-
tions are in place. Many sys-
tems may have other more 
severe local conditions and 
constraints on water supply. 

For Regions in Level 2 – 
Significant Drought  

Residents and Business-
es: 

• Minimize overall water 
use; 

• Follow local water use 
restrictions; 

• For any upcoming out-
door water use, limit water-
ing to hand-held hoses or 
watering cans, to be used 
only after 5 p.m. or before 
9 a.m;

• Fix indoor leaks, such 
as from toilets, faucets, and 
showers, which result in 

Drought conditions worsen in several regions across Massachusetts

Local artists will have 
their artwork honoring sol-
diers who have fallen in the 
line of duty on display in a 
special Memorial Day Ex-
hibition inside Chelsea City 
Hall Gallery beginning May 
18. The artists and their art-
work will be appreciated 
alongside public officials, 
community members, and 
family and friends during 
an opening reception in the 
gallery on Wednesday, May 
20, from 5-7 p.m. The re-
ception is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments 
will be served.

This exhibit was initi-
ated by Ron Robinson—a 
U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran 
and Chelsea resident. Many 
of the pieces in the exhibit 
have been created by City 

employees who are veter-
ans or have family mem-
bers in the military, as well 
as veterans who reside in 
the Massachusetts Veterans 
Home at Chelsea. Active 
duty military service mem-
bers and veterans—and 
their families—as well as 
Gold Star Families are in-
vited to join the event and 
partake in conversation, re-
flection, and refreshments.

In preparation for this 
exhibit, the City of Chelsea 
put out a call for art that was 
open to any Massachusetts 
artist of any age. Artists 
were strongly encouraged 
to incorporate materials 
from the local archive at the 
Chelsea Public Library into 
their work. They were also 
encouraged to engage with 

the living history embodied 
in the memories of veterans 
who bear witness to their 
fallen comrades.

The exhibit will be on 
view May 18 through June 
19, 2026, in Chelsea City 
Hall’s Art Gallery, located 
on the second floor of Chel-
sea City Hall, 500 Broad-
way, Chelsea. Viewing 
hours are as follows: Mon-
day, Wednesday, Thursday: 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.; Tues-
day: 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m.; Saturday & Sunday: 
Closed.

For more information, 
contact Delia Harrington, 
Manager of Arts, Culture, 
and Creative Economy for 
the City of Chelsea, at dhar-
rington@chelseama.gov.

Local artists, City to honor fallen 
soldiers with Memorial Day exhibition

A local veteran and current City employee honors his fallen military brothers and sisters with 
his artwork.

See DROUGHT Page 11
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 2-7 
(b) and (d) of the Chelsea City 
Charter notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting of 
the Chelsea City Council held 
on May 4, 2026, the City 
Council voted after a second 
reading to adopt the following 
orders:
Ordered, that the Chelsea City 
Council authorizes appropri-
ations from Free Cash to the 
following salary accounts to 
address deficits:
Police-Over-
time-510400-105,000.00 
Fire-Over-
time-510400-406,000.00 
Emergency Management-Over-
time-510400-135,000.00 
DPW Streets & Sidewalks-Over-
time-510400-40,000.00 
DPW Buildings 
& Grounds-Over-
time-510400-10,000.00 
Employee Benefit-Health 
Insurance-517100-80,000.00 
Employee Benefit-Medi-
care-517600-46,000.00 
Employee Benefit-Unemploy-
ment-517700	
-40,000.00
Ordered, that the Chelsea City 
Council authorizes appropri-
ations from Free Cash to the 
following operating accounts 
to address deficits:
City Manager	
Community 
Events-571750-10,000.00 
DPW Streets & Sidewalks-Gaso-
line-545100-12,000.00 
DPW Snow Removal-Contract 
Services-530600-787,296.00 
DPW Snow Removal	
-Salt-162,358.00
DPW Solid Waste-Trash-Pickup/
Disposal-524600-75,000.00 
DPW Bldgs & 
Grounds-Building Mainte-
nance-542100-30,000.00 
DPW Bldgs & Grounds-Heat-
ing-521100-55,000.00 
DPW Bldgs & Grounds-Light-
ing-521200-46,000.00 
DPW Bldgs & Grounds-Tele-
phones-522400-6,000.00 
Judgements-Claims/Judge-
ments-571200-10,000.00 
Fund #4641-Special Events 
Fund-40,000.00 
Fund #7025-Workers Comp 
Fund-275,000.00 
Sewer Enterprise-Gaso-
line-545100-9,000.00 
Water Enterprise-Gaso-
line-545100-9,000.00
Copies of the orders are avail-
able at the Office of the City 
Clerk, City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Room 209, Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 		
City Clerk

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, June 
2nd, 2026 at 6:00pm at City 
Hall 3rd floor in the DPW 
Conference room. 
Petition of Eversource for the 
following petition:
Eastern Avenue
Easterly from pole 10/21, 
approximately 570 feet south 
of Willoughby St., to private 
property at #123 Eastern Ave., 
install approximately 66 feet 
of conduit.
Public comments will be 
accepted during the meeting.
Written comments are accepted 
by email to cfox@chelseama.
gov until 12:00pm on 6/2/26.
The public is invited to attend.
Cate Fox Lent 
Commissioner  

5/14/26, 5/21/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL CIUDAD DE 

CHELSEA DEPARTAMENTO DE 
OBRAS PUBLICAS

AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA
El Departamento de Obras 
Públicas llevará a cabo una 
audiencia pública el martes 2 
de Junio de 2026 a las 6:00 
p. m. en el tercer piso del 
Ayuntamiento en la sala de 
conferencias del DPW.
Petición de Eversource para la 
siguiente petición:
Eastern Avenue
Hacia el este desde el poste 
10/21 —aproximadamente a 
570 pies al sur de Willoughby 
St.— hasta la propiedad 
privada en el n.º 123 de East-
ern Ave., instalar aproximada-
mente 66 pies de conducto.
Se aceptarán comentarios 
públicos durante la reunión.

Se aceptan comentarios 
escritos por correo electrónico 
a cfox@chelseama.gov hasta 
las 12:00 p.m. del 6/2/26.
El público está invitado a 
asistir.
Cate Fox Lent 
Comisionada 

5/14/26, 5/21/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
CHELSEA CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
011-0184  284 Eastern Avenue 
– Request to Amend Order of 
Conditions
In accordance with the Mas-

sachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, the Chelsea Conservation 
Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing on:
Wednesday, May 27, 2026, 
6:00 PM
via Zoom video conference
to review the Request to 
Amend an Order of Conditions 
submitted by Energizar 
Storage, LLC, to amend the 
Order of Conditions (OOC) to 
allow the removal of a 10-foot 
screened chain-link fence 
along the western property 
line abutting the MBTA land 
and the installation of a 
20-foot sound wall to match 
the previously approved wall 
along Eastern Avenue
Register to join here:  https://
us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/OWlOYDWPRbOR_
K9kJgiPcg
Number+ +1 646 558 8656 
US (New York)     Meeting ID:   
899 1089 3760
A copy of the Notice is 
available for review in the 
Department of Permitting 
and Land Use Planning, 
Rm 106, City Hall, during 
City Hall business hours.                                                                                                
Per Order                                                                                                
Stephen Sarikas                                                                                                  
Chair

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No. SU26P0913EA
Estate of: Gloria Pierre
Date of Death 11/25/2017
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy and/
or Appointment has been filed 
by Peter Jacobson of Winthrop, 
MA and Vanessa Jacobson 
of Winthrop, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/15/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 

objection if you object to this 
proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court.
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration directly 
from the Personal Representa-
tive and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 08, 2026
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Regarding FY27 Water, Sewer, 
and Trash Rates
Tuesday, June 9, 2026
6:00 PM
Chelsea City Hall
500 Broadway, Room 305
In accordance with Section 
1.15, Part IV of the City of 
Chelsea administrative code 
section 22-64(b) Establishment 
of solid waste collection fees 
and section 30-65 establish-
ment of water, sewer & trash 
billing rates.
The public is invited to attend.
Written comments may be 
submitted by email to cfox@
chelseama.gov. Deadline for 
written comments is 12:00pm, 
6/9/2026.
Cate Fox-Lent
Commissioner of Public Works

5/14/26, 5/21/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL CIUDAD DE 

CHELSEA
 DEPARTAMENTO DE OBRAS 

PUBLICAS
AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 

Sobre establecimiento de 
tarifas de facturación de agua, 
alcantarillado y basura

martes, 9 de junio, 2026
6:00 PM
Ayuntamiento
500 Broadway, Room 305
De conformidad con la Sección 
1.15, Parte IV del código 
administrativo de la ciudad 
de Chelsea, sección 22-64 (b) 
Establecimiento de tarifas de 
recolección de desechos sólidos 
y sección 30-65, establecimien-
to de tarifas de facturación de 
agua, alcantarillado y basura.
El público está invitado a 
asistir.
Los comentarios por escrito 
pueden enviarse por correo 
electrónico a cfox@chelseama.
gov. La fecha límite para los 
comentarios por escrito es el 9 
de junio de 2026, a las 12:00 
p. m.
Cate Fox-Lent
Comisionado de Obras Publicas 

5/14/26, 5/21/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with Section 6-3 
(b) of the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given that 
at a Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Traffic and Parking 
Commission held on March 
3, 2026 the Commission 
voted to approve the following 
regulations:
To correct a scrivener’s error 
from the approved items of 
the Traffic and Parking Com-
mission meeting of March 3, 
2026. The vote was to approve 
a handicap sign at 69 Garfield 
Avenue that included an 
incorrect address. The correct 
address is 69 Central Avenue.      
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with Section 6-3 
(b) of the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given that 
at a Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Traffic and Parking 
Commission held on March 
3, 2026 the Commission 
voted to approve the following 
regulations:
To remove three (3) on-street 
parking spaces along Sturgis 
Street. 
To remove seventeen (17) 
on-street parking spaces on 
Crescent Avenue, from Louis 
to Carroll Street, to improve 
visibility and pedestrian safety. 

To install paving markings on 
Cottage Street, between Shaw-
mut and Highland Street, to 
create a buffer between travel 
lanes and on-street parking.
To approve Option #1 of the 
Fiesta Futbol 2026 plan with 
the following amendments: not 
to exceed four (4) closures on 
Broadway with partial perma-
nent closures on Winnisimmet 
Street on a rolling basis from 
June 11, 2026 through July 
19, 2026.
To install a handicap sign at 
39 Jefferson Avenue
To install a handicap sign at 
69 Madison Street.
To install a handicap sign at 
66 Addison Street.
To install a handicap sign at 
107 Congress Avenue.
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, June 
2nd, 2026 at 6:00pm at City 
Hall 3rd floor in the DPW 
Conference room. 
Petition of Eversource for the 
following petition:
Eastern Avenue
Easterly from pole 10/21, 
approximately 570 feet south 
of Willoughby St., to private 
property at #123 Eastern Ave., 
install approximately 66 feet 
of conduit.
Public comments will be 
accepted during the meeting.
Written comments are accepted 
by email to cfox@chelseama.
gov until 12:00pm on 6/2/26.
The public is invited to attend.
Cate Fox Lent 
Commissioner  

5/14/26, 5/21/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

IFB 2026-482
CHELSEA PUBLIC LIBRARY ROOF 

REPLACEMENT
The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking
Bids for: “CHELSEA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY ROOF REPLACEMENT”.
Invitation for Bids will be avail-
able on or after May 14, 2026 

by visiting the City’s website at 
https://www.chelseama.gov/
departments/purchasing/
current_bids___solicitations.
php.  
Bids must be sealed and clear-
ly marked “CHELSEA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY ROOF REPLACEMENT” 
and submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement Officer, 
City Hall, 500 Broadway Room 
204, Chelsea, Massachusetts.
•	
A non-mandatory pre-bid 
Site Visit will be held at 569 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA 02150 
on Tuesday, May 19th, 2026 at 
10:00 AM. 
BIDS will be received no later 
than 11:00 AM on Thursday, 
May 28, 2026 and publicly 
opened.
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a certified check, issued by 
a responsible bank or trust 
company, or a bid bond duly 
executed by the bidder as 
principal and having as surety 
thereon a surety company 
approved by the City, all in the 
amount of 5% of the bid pay-
able to the “City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 149.
Ledia Koco
Chief Procurement Officer

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING

Zoning Amendment ZA26-05
In accordance with the Massa-
chusetts Zoning Act, Chapter 
40A, a public hearing of the 
Chelsea Planning Board will 
be held at 
Chelsea Senior Center, 10 
Riley Way
Tuesday, May 19th, 2026, 
6:00 PM
For a recommendation to 
the City Council on proposed 
amendments to the Chelsea 
Zoning Ordinance:
Section 34-156 – Inclusionary 
housing
The amendment would 
increase the number of units 
necessary to trigger this reg-
ulation from 10 to 100 units 
in the West Chelsea District, 
from 10 to 50 units in all 
other districts, and alters the 
requirements for applicable 

rental and ownership projects. 
This amendment requires 
rental projects to provide 10% 
of units at 80% Area Median 
Income (AMI) or 7% of units at 
60% AMI; and requires owner-
ship projects to provide 10% of 
units at 80% AMI. Additionally, 
the fee-in-lieu-of is reduced 
from $400,000 to $200,000 
per required unit.
All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend.
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday,
8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

5/14/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 
Docket No. SU26W0594WD
Veronica A. Martinez
Plaintiff
vs.
Javier De Jesus
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a Com-
plaint for Divorce requesting 
that the Court grant a divorce 
for Irretrievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at the 
Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party.
SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411. 
You are hereby summoned 
and required to serve upon: 
Veronica A. Martinez 1005 
Broadway Apt. 405, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts 02150 your 
answer, if any, on or before 
June 18, 2026.
If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action.
You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register of 
this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. 
Rivers, Esquire, First Judge of 
this Court.
Date: April 24, 2026
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

5/14/26
CH

 - legals@chelsearecord.com

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS 
TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

On Sunday, May 3, near-
ly 4,000 participants gath-
ered on Boston Common 
and joined virtually from 
across the country and 
around the world for Project 
Bread’s 58th Annual Walk 
for Hunger, the nation’s 
oldest continually running 
pledge walk. Walkers rep-
resenting 216 towns across 
Massachusetts, along with 
participants from 23 U.S. 
states and five countries, 
united to take action for 
the 40% of Massachusetts 
households experiencing 
food insecurity. Donations 
are still coming in but the 
event is well on its way to 
hitting the goal of raising $1 
million in support of state-
wide efforts to end hunger 
in the Commonwealth. 

“The Walk for Hunger 
has always been about the 
strength of community 
coming together to make 
a tangible difference—and 
this year, the urgency has 
never been greater,” says 
Erin McAleer, President 
& CEO of Project Bread. 
“Seeing thousands of peo-
ple from every corner of 
the state show up, not just 
to walk, but to say, loud-
ly and clearly, that hunger 

is unacceptable. Today we 
showed what this commu-
nity can do when we work 
together, but we’re not done 
yet. The need is greater than 
ever, and all of us have a 
part to play in meeting this 
moment for our neighbors 
struggling across the Com-
monwealth.”

This year’s Walk comes 
at a critical inflection point 
for food security in Mas-
sachusetts. Forty percent 
of state households are ex-
periencing food insecurity, 
amid historic cuts to SNAP 
over the last year that are 
forcing more families to 
make impossible choic-
es between food and other 
basic needs. Against that 
backdrop, The Walk served 
as both a fundraiser and a 
rallying cry, drawing first-
time participants alongside 
advocates who have walked 
for decades.

During the Opening Cer-
emony on the Boston Com-
mon Main Stage, Project 
Bread CEO Erin McAleer 
presented the prestigious 
Patrick Hughes Award for 
Social Justice to Jean Mc-
Murray, recently retired 
CEO of the Worcester 
County Food Bank. Mc-

Murray was honored for 
more than 30 years of ad-
vocacy and partnership ad-
vancing systemic solutions 
to hunger across Massachu-
setts and her ongoing work 
as advisor to the Make Hun-
ger History Coalition.

The Walk featured a fam-
ily-friendly, fully accessible 
3-mile loop on Boston Com-
mon, with live entertain-
ment, local food vendors, 
a cooking demonstration, 
and inclusive programming 
with ASL interpretation. 
Walkers were cheered on by 
family and friends through-
out the festive route, which 
highlighted ways to get in-
volved in the fight to end 
hunger.

Now in its eighth consec-
utive year, the Common-
wealth Program welcomed 
68 community-based orga-
nizations that fundraised 
as part of a joint initiative, 
retaining 60 percent of all 
funds they raised to support 
their own anti-hunger work 
while contributing to The 
Walk’s statewide goal.

Funds raised through 
The Walk support Project 
Bread’s year-round work 
to connect families to food 
when there’s nothing left at 

home, make sure kids have 
enough to eat, and guides 
everyday people through 
moments of crisis. Funds 
also support long-term solu-
tions to ending hunger per-
manently. 

Fundraising for The Walk 
for Hunger continues. Visit 

www.projectbread.org/walk 
to donate or start a personal 
fundraiser.

People experiencing food 
insecurity should call Proj-
ect Bread’s FoodSource 
Hotline (1-800-645-8333), 
which provides confiden-
tial, free assistance getting 

connected to a variety of 
food resources in 180 lan-
guages and for the hearing 
impaired. Counselors can 
pre-screen families and help 
them to apply for SNAP. 
Learn more at projectbread.
org/get-help.

Project Bread’s 58th Walk for Hunger raises $1 million as food insecurity reaches crisis levels

PHOTO BY DAVID LEIFER, VOLUNTEER PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE WALK FOR HUNGER

Erin McAleer, Project Bread President and CEO cuts the starting line ribbon for The 58th Walk 
for Hunger on Sunday, May 3, 2026. Thousands of people from Massachusetts and beyond hit 
the pavement at Boston Common, raising critical funds to support Project Bread’s year-round 
anti-hunger work across Massachusetts.
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Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Plant the Seeds  
of Success

Clients & customers
are just a CLICK 

away if you advertise 
ONLINE

Call (781) 485-0588 
or email your Rep.

maximize 
your exposure

maximize 
your exposure

march • APRIL • may

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$200/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com
deb@reverejournal.com

OONNLLIINNEE  with 
our 
Spring Special

------------------------------
LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our 
classified department. Call 781-485-0588 
or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

Chelsea'Chelsea's s 

Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

LANDSCAPING


Call us today to set up your 

Classified Advertisement!

MASTER 
PLUMBER
LIC#10914    $75/HR

857-205-1067

ED DILORENZO
SMALL JOBS
ELECTRIC DRAIN

CLEANING

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING
Full Service Yard Care

Edging-Weeding-Trimming
Cleanup-New Lawn-Fences

Patio-Pavers-Concrete-Brick

781-526-1181
Please Call Ray 

FREE same day estimates

Jim Costello
LAWN CARE
617-962-5621

Reasonable rates
          Senior 

Discount

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E 

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE 

Sissoko, Mahamadou	 Henry, Melvin M	 133 Marlborough St	 $760,000
Herrera, Valentina	 43 Blossom Street Dev LL	43-45 Blossom St	 $442,500
Wang, Rukabg	 Lin, Qiao	 950 Broadway #23	 $540,000
Wang, Rukang	 Lin, Qiao	 950 Broadway #23	 $540,000

Real Estate Transfers

APARTMENT FOR RENT
WEST REVERE - 1 BR “in-law” apt. w/private 
entrance. Recent Reno.New appliances. Close 
to Bus, Heat incl. No Smoking - No Pets. 
$2000/mo 1st/last req’d. 617-872-2493
5/20

------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your House? Call to 
reach over 50,000 readers. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

YARD
SALES

CITY OR TOWNCITY OR TOWN

CITY OR TOWNCITY OR TOWN

TURN YOUR CLUTTER INTO CASH! 
DON'T LET YOUR TREASURES GO UNSEEN! 

LIST YOUR YARD SALE WITH US TO 
MAXIMIZE YOUR YARD SALE TRAFFIC!

ADVERTISING YOUR SALE IS THE 
BEST WAY TO ATTRACT MORE SHOPPERS 

FROM ACROSS THE AREA! 
TIME | PLACE | ITEMS | & MORE

To the City and Beyond! Promote your 
Yard Sale in six communities for one low price!

Revere Journal - Chelsea Record  - Winthrop Sun Transcript
East Boston Times Free Press - Everett Independent - 

Charlestown Patriot Bridge

25 WORDS FOR ONLY $50.00
Must be paid in advance Cash - Card - Money Order

Call (781) 485-0588 or stop by the office 
Deadline: Mondays, 12 noon

Directions to your yard sale accessible via QR code Directions to your yard sale accessible via QR code 
with each run. Scan to open an interactive map!with each run. Scan to open an interactive map!

FREE YARD SALE POSTER with every ad placed!*FREE YARD SALE POSTER with every ad placed!*
*requires in-office purchase*requires in-office purchase

FOR SALE

OLD CAR?
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE
$30/paper

Drought //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Coach Billy Ryan comes to MC to lead boys varsity soccer
Special to the Record

Malden Catholic today 
announced the hiring of leg-
endary Catholic Conference 
coach Billy Ryan as the new 
Head Coach of the Varsi-
ty Boys Soccer program. 
Ryan succeeds Scott Elias 
‘96, who led the program 
for the past decade with 
integrity and dedication to 
developing the excellent 
student-athletes for which 
Malden Catholic is known.

“This is a transforma-
tional moment for our soc-
cer program, and we are 
honored to welcome Coach 
Ryan to Malden Catholic,” 
said Bill Raycraft, Athlet-
ic Director. “His legacy of 
athletic excellence, his deep 
roots in the Catholic Con-
ference, and his commit-
ment to building team-ori-

ented young men through 
sport align perfectly with 
our mission.

A revered figure in Mas-
sachusetts high school soc-
cer, Ryan brings more than 
three decades of elite coach-
ing experience, most no-
tably as the longtime head 
coach at Boston College 
High School from 1993 to 
2024. His career is defined 
by sustained competitive 
excellence, a commitment 
to serving as a positive role 
model, and building leader-
ship qualities in young men 
through athletics. 

“I am honored to join the 
Malden Catholic communi-
ty and contribute to its tra-
dition of developing distinct 
student-athletes who pursue 
excellence on the field, in 
the classroom, and in their 
communities,” said Coach 

Billy Ryan. “I look forward 
to building on the strong 
foundation that Coach Elias 
established and leading the 
program into a bright and 
successful future.”

Ryan has one of the most 
accomplished coaching 
careers in the region with 
more than 300 career vic-
tories, 11 Catholic Confer-
ence Championships, five 
South Sectional Final ap-
pearances, an Eastern Mas-
sachusetts Championship, 
and an MIAA State Title. 
He is a member of both 
the Eastern Massachusetts 
Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion Hall of Fame and the 
Boston College High Ath-
letic Hall of Fame, and was 
named Division 1 Coach of 
the Year during his tenure. 

“Coach Ryan represents 
the very best of Catholic 

education and athletics. His 
leadership, integrity, and 
lifelong commitment to 
mentoring students make 
him an ideal fit for our aca-
demic mission and commu-
nity,” said John Thornburg, 
president of Malden Cath-
olic. “We are grateful for 
Coach Elias’s decade of ser-
vice and excited for an ex-
citing new era for our soc-
cer program under Coach 
Ryan’s guidance.”

Coach Ryan sets an ex-
ample beyond the soccer 
pitch, too. For over a de-
cade, he has championed 
the Ellie Fund, helping to 
raise significant funds to 
support women battling 
breast cancer, an example of 
the servant leadership that 
has defined his career.

more than 60 percent of in-
door use; and,  

• For larger buildings and 
businesses, conduct water 
audits to identify areas of 
leaks and potential water 
conservation opportunities. 

Immediate Steps for Lo-
cal Governments: 

• Limit or prohibit in-
stallation of new sod, seed-
ing, and/or landscaping; 
watering during or within 
48 hours after measurable 
rainfall; washing of hard 
surfaces (sidewalks, patios, 
driveways, siding); person-
al vehicle or boat washing; 
and, 

•	 Establish water-use 
reduction targets for all wa-
ter users, identify top water 
users and conduct targeted 
outreach to help curb their 
use.  

Short- and Medium-Term 
Steps for Local Govern-
ments: 

• Establish a year-round 
water conservation program 
that includes public educa-
tion and communication, 
taking advantage of the 
states library of outreach 
materials; 

• Provide timely informa-
tion to local residents and 
businesses; 

• Implement or establish 
drought surcharge or sea-
sonal water rates; 

• Check emergency in-
ter-connections for water 
supply; and, 

• Develop or refine your 
local drought management 
plan using guidance out-
lined in the state Drought 
Management Plan.  

For Regions in Level 1 – 
Mild Drought  

  
Residents and Business-

es: 
•	 Minimize overall 

water use; 
•	 Consider installing 

a rain barrel to collect rain-
water for lawn and garden 
watering; 

	 •	 For any up-
coming outdoor water use, 
limit watering to one day a 
week (only from 5:00 pm – 
9:00 am), or less frequently 
if required by your water 
supplier; 

• Plant only local and 
drought-resistant species;

• Minimize lawn sizes; 
and,

• For larger buildings and 
businesses, conduct water 
audits to identify areas of 
leaks and potential water 
conservation opportunities. 

Local Governments: 
• Limit or prohibit in-

stallation of new sod, seed-
ing, and/or landscaping; 
watering during or within 
48 hours after measurable 
rainfall; washing of hard 
surfaces (sidewalks, patios, 
driveways, siding); person-
al vehicle or boat washing; 
filling of swimming pools, 
hot tubs;

• Establish a year-round 

water conservation program 
that includes public educa-
tion and communication, 
taking advantage of the 
state’s library of outreach 
materials; 

• Provide timely drought 
and water conservation in-
formation to residents and 
businesses; 

• Check emergency in-

ter-connections for water 
supply; and, 

• Develop a local drought 
management plan. 

State agencies will con-
tinue to closely monitor and 
assess conditions across 
the state, coordinate any 
needed dissemination of 
information to the public, 
and help federal, state, and 

local agencies prepare ad-
ditional responses that may 
be needed in the future. The 
DMTF will meet again on 
June 8 at 11:00 AM. For 
further information on wa-
ter conservation and what 
residents can do, visit the 
EEA’s drought and water 
conservation pages.
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tuesday, may 26, 2026

chelsea yacht club 

1 broadway

1st Race Wins $250
2nd Race Wins $500
3rd Race Wins $750
*Prizes awarded to the best dressed*

For the benefit of the

Rotary Scholarship Fund

and Camp Rotary Project

donation $100 for ticket (add meal for $50) 

The Chelsea Rotary Club

invites you to the

To Purchase Tickets,
scan the QR code

below

cocktails at 6:00pm - dinner at 7:00pm

A Night at the Races
ARE YOU A CHELSEA BOY OR GIRL BETWEEN THE AGES OF 7 AND 15? 

 

Would you like to attend a week of overnight summer camp at  
NO CHARGE?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
The Rotary Club of Chelsea is looking for 20 children between the ages of 7 and 15 to 

sponsor at a week of overnight camp at Camp Rotary in Boxford, MA beginning Sunday, 
June 28th, 2026 and Sunday July 5th, 2026. 

 
The Rotary Club of Chelsea will pay all registration fees and tuition.  The Rotary Club of 

Chelsea will also provide transportation to and from Camp Rotary.  Some personal 
expenses incurred while attending the camp will be the responsibility of the child and 
his/her family.  Sponsorships are open to all Chelsea Residents who have NOT been 

sponsored by the Rotary Club of Chelsea at Camp Rotary in the past.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To apply, please send an essay of why the Rotary Club of Chelsea should send you to Camp 
Rotary this summer.  All essays should be mailed or hand delivered by Wednesday May 
13, 2026 to The Rotary Club of Chelsea, c/o Susan Gallant, 778 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 02150. You can also email essay to sgallant@segallantcpa.com.   All essays must 
include your name, address, age and telephone number.  A committee of Chelsea 
Rotary Club members will review all essays and notify the finalists.  The camp week will 
begin Sunday afternoon and end Saturday morning. 
 

GET YOUR ESSAY IN BY MAY 13th TO ENJOY A WEEK OF BOATING, SWIMMING, 
HIKING, CAMPFIRES AND LOTS MORE FUN SUMMER ACTIVITIES!! 

 
Eres tú un niño o una niña y vives en Chelsea? 

¿Tienes la edad de 7 a 15 años? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¿Te gustaría asistir durante una semana a un campamento de verano, día y noche sin costo 
alguno? 

 
El Club Rotario de Chelsea está buscando 20 niños y niñas  de 7 a 15 años de edad para 

patrocinarlos al Campamento Rotarío, este se llevará a cabo en la ciudad de Boxford, MA., 
comenzando la semana del 28 de Junio al 5 de Julio, 2026. 

 
El Club Rotario de Chelsea pagará los gastos de matricula y registraron al campamento, también 

proveerá transportación de ida y vuelta al campamento. Todo gasto personal que se haga durante 
el transcurso de este campamento será la responsabilidad del niño(a) o familia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Este patrocinio está abierto a todo niño o niña residentes de la cuidad de Chelsea, y que no han 
sido participantes de este campamento en el pasado. 

 
Para aplicar, por favor envía una carta de una página al Club Rotario de Chelsea y explica el “por 

qué” el Club debería enviarte a este campamento este verano. Todas las cartas deberán ser 
enviadas por correo o personalmente a esta dirección: 

 
Chelsea Rotary Club c/o Susan E Gallant, 778 Broadway, Chelsea, MA 02150 antes del miercoles 

13 de Mayo de 2026.   
También pueden enviar su ensayo por correo electrónico a sgallant@segallantcpa.com. 

 
No olvides colocar tu nombre, dirección, edad y número de teléfono de tus padres. Todas las 

cartas serán leídas y revisadas por los socios del comité del Club Rotario de Chelsea, asimismo el 
comité notificará a todos los finalistas. El ampamento empezara el domingo por la tarde y 

finalizara el día sábado por la mañana. 
 

ENVIA TU CARTA ANTES DEL MIERCOLES 13 DE MAYO Y DISFRUTA DE UNA SEMANA EN LA 
CUAL PUEDES ESTAR NAVEGANDO, NADANDO, ESCALANDO, PARTICIPANDO EN FOGATAS Y 

MUCHAS DIVERSIONES MAS. 

School Committeewoman Mayra Balderas, Supt. of Schools Dr. 
Almi Abeyta, and U.S. Navy Chief Hospital Corpsman Vlad Link.

Rep. Judith Garcia, CHS Liaison Jay Velez, U.S. Navy Chief Hos-
pital Corpsman Vlad Link, and Family Liaison Olga Hernandez.

City Manager Fidel Maltez, CHS Principal Alan Beausoleil, U.S. Navy Chief Hospital Corpsman 
Vlad Link (holding a world-famous Chelsea Clock which was presented to him at the event), 
Rep. Judith Garcia, and Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

Supt. of Chelsea Schools Dr. 
Almi Abeyta and U.S. Navy 
Chief Hospital Corpsman 
Vlad Link, a 2006 graduate of 
Chelsea High School.

Former Chelsea High School football player Vlad Link proudly 
displays the CHS sweatshirt which was presented to him by 
Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta following his speech to stu-
dents in the school auditorium.

Rep. Judith Garcia, Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta, U.S. Navy 
Chief Hospital Corpsman Vlad Link, and City Manager Fidel 
Maltez.

U.S. Navy Chief Hospital 
Corpsman Vlad Link and 
Chelsea High School student 
Robert Masterson.

City Manager Fidel Maltez, School Committeewoman Mayra 
Balderas, Rep. Judith Garcia and Chelsea High School Principal 
Alan Beausoleil welcome back U.S. Navy Chief Hospital Corps-
man Vlad Link to his alma mater for a speaking engagement in 
the school auditorium.

U.S. Navy Chief Hospital 
Corpsman Vlad Link thanks 
everyone for the wonderful 
reception.

By Cary Shuman

U.S. Navy Chief Hospital 
Corpsman Vlad Link com-
pleted a whirlwind visit to 
his hometown by speaking 
to Chelsea High School stu-
dents in the school auditori-
um.

Link, who was part of the 
Navy’s medical dive and re-
covery team for the historic 
Artemis II space mission, 
had earlier received the Key 
to The City from City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez and had 
been honored by the Mas-
sachusetts House of Rep-
resentatives, a recognition 
ceremony organized by his 
friend, Rep. Judith Garcia.

And following his speak-
ing engagement, Link, one 
of Chelsea High’s fore-
most alumni, was present-
ed a world-famous Chelsea 
Clock - a glorious gift of 
achievement - by Maltez, 
Garcia, and Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Almi Abeyta on behalf 
of a proud city.

Link’s message to the en-
thralled students was inspir-
ing and uplifting.

“Some of you are going 
to do great things in the 
future,” said Link. “You 
might build something, you 
might create something. 
Who knows? You may 
build things for the moon. 
But whatever you’re into, I 
can tell you, always be pas-
sionate, be a part to it, share 
your dreams. It’s okay to 
dream big, no matter what 
it is. Some of you may want 
to be businessmen or busi-
nesswomen, scientists, en-
gineers, teachers. Everyone 
has a purpose. If you want 
to be a schoolteacher, it’s 
very important to create that 
next generation.  Believe in 
yourself.” 

Link began his talk by 
saying humbly, “Good 
morning. I’m Vlad Link. 
I’m from Chelsea.”

That introduction drew 
hearty applause from the 
students.

 “I was sitting in those 
seats, just like you,” said 
Link. “I was in the drama 
club and enjoyed robotics. 
I loved science. I played 
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sports - basketball, track and 
football. All of you have that 
same opportunity. Dream 
big. Never stop dreaming. 
And I continue to say this, 
it takes hard work. You have 
to work hard to achieve 
your goals. As Rep. Garcia 
said, ‘this school produces 
high-caliber people.’”

Link said he grew up on 
Marlborough Street, “and 
it was not an easy street in 
which to grow up.”

After graduating high 
school in 2006, Link said 
he took a year off and then 
joined the U.S. Navy.

Twenty years later, Vlad 
Link returned to Chelsea to 
tell his amazing story. As Fi-
del Maltez told the students 
in his introductory remarks, 
“Vlad Link is no stranger 

to the challenges that we all 
face and he ended up being 
one of the best of the best, 
not in this state, not in the 
country, but in the entire 
world. It’s been a pleasure to 
hear his story because it’s a 
story of immigrants, a story 
of coming into this country, 
and believing in yourself 
and overcoming challeng-
es.”

Link said he “was over-
whelmed with happiness” 
when the astronauts – Com-
mander Reid Weisman, Pi-
lot Victor Glover, Mission 
Specialist Christina Koch, 
and Mission Specialist Jere-
my Hansen -  returned safe-
ly to Earth following their 
mission to the moon. Upon 
opening the space capsule 
in the Pacific Ocean, Link’s 

first words to the astronauts 
were: “Welcome home.” 

That was the warm mes-
sage from Link’s own 
hometown during his tri-
umphant return to this city, 
“Welcome home. And thank 
you for telling the world you 
are a proud son of Chelsea.”
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