
By Cary Shuman

It is 8 o’clock on a Thurs-
day morning and television 
and print reporters are ready 
to participate in a media 
roundtable with Vlad Link, 
of Chelsea, Massachu-
setts, the U.S. Navy sailor 
who supported the Artemis 
II crew upon its return to 
Earth. 

Link is a U.S. Chief Med-
ical Corpsman who has been 
in the national spotlight for 
his key role as a member of 
the dive medical team that 
was first to meet the astro-
nauts in the space capsule 
after it touched down in the 
Pacific Ocean on April 10, 
2026 and to assist the crew 
safely out of the space cap-
sule. The event was watched 
live by tens of millions of 
people worldwide. 

 Link, a 2007 graduate of 
Chelsea High School, will 

join his fellow members of 
the dive team – Lt. Com-
mander Jesse Wang, Senior 
Chief Hospital Corpsman 
Laddy Aldridge, and Hos-
pital Corpsman 1st Class 
Steve Kapala – forever in 
the annals of American his-
tory as the nation reestab-
lishes itself as the leader in 
space exploration.

Link is now a Chelsea 

celebrity of the highest or-
der. The city’s chief exec-
utive and state legislators, 
City Manager Fidel Castro, 
Rep. Judith Garcia, and 
State Sen. Sal DiDomen-
ico, intend to give Link “a 
hero’s welcome,” upon his 
return to the city. He will be 
in demand as a speaker in 
the Chelsea school district, 
representing a positive role 
model for all students, espe-
cially for those pursuing a 
career in the sciences. 

During the telephone in-
terview, which was so pro-
fessionally and precisely 
executed by Lt. Command-
er Katherine Diener, Force 
Public Affairs Officer of the 
U.S. Navy – who graciously 
allowed for a second round 
of questions by report-
ers – Link was respectful, 
courteous, eloquent, and 
personable – all qualities 
his former classmates and 
teachers at Chelsea High 
knew so well. 

Diener began the confer-
ence, stating,“I want to send 
my sincerest thanks for all 
of you dialing in this morn-

ing and highlighting the 
incredible professionalism, 
skill, and teamwork of our 
Navy divers and medical 
team.”

In his opening remarks, 
Link noted how proud he 
was of his Chelsea roots, a 
theme of hometown pride 
he carried throughout the 
media session.

“I wanted to start this off 
to let you know that I am a 
native of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts and it’s been such 
a humbling experience to 
be here with you today fol-
lowing our Artemis II re-
covery effort,” said Link. 
“My small and hard-work-
ing community helped me 
shape my commitment to 
service that led me to the 
United States Navy near-
ly 20 years ago. I started 
in Chelsea, unsure how all 
these events transpired over 
the past few days, but even 
now, I can still say that I’m 
serving in my dream job as 
Navy sailor. Participating in 
the recovery of Artemis II 
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 CHELSEA RESIDENTS PLACE 
TOP 4 IN STATE FINALS

Development
Planning board recommends approval 
of  West Chelsea overlay district

Over 350 students perform at the 
Chelsea Public Schools District Concert

Inclusionary zoning policy 
referred to full council

Special to the Record

On Thursday, April 16, 
hundreds of Chelsea Public 
Schools students in elemen-
tary, middle and high school 
played in CPS’ District 
Concert in front of hundreds 
of family and friends inside 
a near-capacity Williams 
School Gymnasium. 

Over 350 students repre-
senting the school district’s 

four elementary schools, 
three middle schools and 
Chelsea High School played 
a selection of songs for the 
hundreds in attendance that 
filled every seat in the Wil-
liams School. The following 
student performance groups 
played at the concert: CHS 
Percussion Ensemble; 
District Beginning Band; 
Sokolowski Violin Ensem-

ble; CHS Orchestra; Dis-
trict Middle School Chorus; 
District Middle School Ad-
vanced Band; District Ele-
mentary Chorus; CHS Jazz 
Band; CHS Cantare; and 
CHS Concert Band.

Special performances 
included ensembles of the 
elementary chorus, middle 
school chorus and CHS 
Cantare singing together. 

The finale of the concert 
featured both the Middle 
School Advanced Band and 
the CHS Concert Band. 

The District Concert was 
organized by the Performing 
Arts Department and music 
educators from across the 
district. The concert sched-
ule continues with school-
based spring concerts later 
in the school year. 

Shown above is 
theMiddle School 
Beginner Band.

Shown right is the 
District Middle 
School Chorus. See 
page 6 for more 
photos.

By Adam Swift

Following a public hear-
ing last week, the planning 
board recommended ap-
proval of the West Chelsea 
Mixed-Use Overlay District 
to the city council.

In addition to recom-
mending the overlay dis-
trict, which aims to spur de-
velopment to the area near 
the Market Basket plaza and 
better connect the area to 
the downtown – the board 
also recommended that the 
council take input from the 
city and residents for a more 
historically appropriate 
name for the district.

The overlay district area 
is generally bounded by 
the Chelsea-Everett bor-
der, Second Street, and the 
Route 1 Memorial High-
way. It would allow for 
dense mixed-use develop-
ment by-right, emphasiz-
ing an engaging pedestrian 
experience, active ground-
floor uses, and walkability, 
especially along “primary 
pedestrian streets,” accord-
ing to city officials.

“One of the major pillars 

coming out of the master 
plan is creating a framework 
for growth, and this frame-
work for growth would be 
oriented around attracting 
and managing new growth 
that really brings benefits 
and serves the interest of 
our community,” said Will 
Cecio of the city’s permit-
ting and land use planning 
department. “Most of the 
goals coming out of the 
master plan require either 
building and attracting new 
development – whether that 
is new housing, new busi-
nesses, new job sources – or 
investing in programs and 
services which increases 
the demand and pressure on 
the city budget. That means 
growth is not the end, but it 
can become a means to gen-
erate the resources that we 
need to invest in the vision 
and the goals that our com-
munity has identified.”

The overlay district 
plan is about cultivating a 
healthy mix of commercial 
development, market rate 
housing, and deed-restricted 

By Adam Swift

The city council is mov-
ing along efforts to revise 
Chelsea’s Inclusionary Zon-
ing bylaw, although there is 
still room and time for more 
discussion from the council, 
city officials, residents, and 
other community stakehold-
ers.

At a special meeting of 
the council’s subcommittee 
on conference last week, 
the subcommittee voted to 
recommend approval of 
the inclusionary zoning by-

law changes and move it to 
the next meeting of the full 
council on Monday, April 
27.

Several councilors noted 
that they are still undecided 
on how they will actually 
vote on the new inclusion-
ary zoning bylaw, but by 
moving the bylaw to the 
full council, it allows the 
council to then pass it on 
to the planning board for a 
public hearing and recom-
mendation. Following that 

Pioneer Charter School 
of Science II students Yurie 
Lee and Nina Lee, of Chel-
sea,  created a Chelsea-fo-
cused history project that 
has recently gained state-
wide recognition. The sis-
ters represented Chelsea at 
the Massachusetts History 
Day State Finals recent-
ly, where their research on 
the 1908 and 1973 Chelsea 
fires earned an Honorable 
Mention. This award distin-

guishes their project as one 
of the top four group exhib-
its in the Commonwealth.

The sisters spent months 
synthesizing archival data 
from the Chelsea Public Li-
brary with primary source 
interviews we conducted 
with local residents and his-
torians to document how 
Chelsea has rebuilt itself 
after the disaster and on our 
community’s resilience.

Pioneer Charter School of Science II students Yurie Lee and 
Nina Lee standing in front of their history project.

See DEVELOPMENT Page 5

See ZONING Page 8

Chelsea’s shining celebrity 
Vlad Link heralded for his role in historic Artemis II space mission

Vlad Link

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, 
check chelsearecord.com
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announce intent to Mmerge, powered by partnership 

Peaceful resolution to 
incident at 90 Chestnut Street

Chelsea Army Veteran Ron Robinson and City invite 
artists to submit work for Memorial Day exhibition

LOCAL 
LEGISLATORS 
AND COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS TO HOST 
FREE ‘CENA AND 
SEALING’ EVENT

State Senator Lydia Ed-
wards, State Representative 
Adrian Madaro and Boston 
City Councilor Gabriela Co-
letta-Zapata have partnered 
with Big Hope, North Suf-
folk Community Services, 
Greater Boston Legal Ser-
vices, Mainiero Law, Maver-
ick Landing Community Ser-
vices, and more community 
partners in hosting a cost-free 
and judgement-free space for 
those who wish to seal their 
eviction records.  

Cena & Sealing, of 4-6 Ea-
gle Square, East Boston, will 
provide Massachusetts resi-
dents with free legal resourc-
es and community support to 
seal their eviction and CORI 
records on April 25, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

This event comes after 
passage of the Affordable 
Homes Act (May 2025), 
which included Senator Ed-
wards’ bill to let tenants pe-
tition to seal certain eviction 
records. The new law aims to 
break down housing barriers 
for families who have faced 
eviction. This event will act 
as a free hub for the com-

munity to connect with local 
resources to get their eviction 
records and CORI sealed.  

This event is free and 
the public. To RSVP for the 
event, fill out this form. 

MASSACHUSETTS 
VETERANS HOME 
AT CHELSEA 
REDEVELOPMENT 
HAS STARTED

On April 22, the Veter-
ans Home at Chelsea began 
demolition of the vacant 
Quigley building as part of 
the final phase of campus 
redevelopment. The dem-
olition is projected to take 
six to 10 weeks, depending 
on weather and construction 
conditions. Residents and 
their families, neighbors, 
staff and Board of Trust-
ees, have been made aware 
about the activity and any 
temporary disruptions they 
can expect during this time.

Once completed, the site 
will be redeveloped into a 
new staff and visitor parking 
lot, along with a welcoming 
green space and park area 
for veteran residents, vis-
itors, and neighbors.  It’ll 
improve accessibility, cam-
pus flow, and quality-of-life 
amenities for both the Vet-
erans Home community and 
nearby residents.

Council okays school bus monitoring measure 
By Adam Swift

The city council accept-
ed a state law which will 
allow the school depart-
ment to install and operate 
a school bus violation de-
tection monitoring system 
and enforce violations by 
motorists.

There were some ques-
tions about the cost and 
operation of the program at 
last week’s council meeting.

However, Council Pres-
ident Roberto Jimenez-Ri-
vera, who introduced the 
motion alongside Council-
or-at-Large Kelly Garcia, 
said the vote merely allows 
the schools to operate a vi-
olation monitoring system 
and does not call for any 
city expenditures at this 
time.

“I think we can all agree 
on this board how import-
ant it is to keep our students 
and our children safe,” said 
Garcia.

Students are at risk every 
time the school bus stops 
with the stop sign because 
people continue to drive by, 
Garcia said. 

“Reckless motorists ille-
gally pass stopped school 
buses more than 45 mil-
lion times each year in the 
United States,” said Garcia. 
“Massachusetts, four years 
in a row, had the worst driv-
ing habits in the nation and 
in conclusion, people who 
get a citation become less 
likely to ever break this 
law again. Repeat offenders 
dwindle to under 10 per-
cent.”

District 1 Councilor Todd 
Taylor moved that the mo-
tion be taken up in a sub-
committee in conference 
for further discussion on the 
particulars and cost of the 
program. While the motion 
had been discussed in the 
past, it was during a prior 
session of the city council.

“I’m all for kids’ safety, 

but I want to know how this 
is going to do that or how 
much it is actually going to 
cost and all the particulars 
before we actually vote,” 
said Taylor.

Jimenez-Rivera noted 
that the last time the motion 
came up for a vote, there 
was a divided vote, along 
with several councilors who 
were not present, so it did 
not pass.

“This gives Chelsea Pub-
lic Schools the option of 
using traffic enforcement 
cameras to hold people ac-
countable for blowing by 
school buses and poten-
tially hitting a child,” said 
Jimenez-Rivera. “I remem-
ber having this conversa-
tion, because this does not 
appropriate any money; 
there is nothing financial to 
this. This simply allows the 
school department to then 
be able to spend their mon-
ey; we don’t spend money 
now, we don’t spend mon-

ey later, this is simply the 
school department, as they 
are putting their proposal 
they will spend school mon-
ey.”

Taylor noted that while 
the school department can 
ultimately decide to use 
its own money to fund the 
program, the city just gave 
the schools an additional $2 
million to help shrink a bud-
get shortfall for the coming 
school year.

“I think it deserves at 
least a conversation about 
it before we do that,” said 
Taylor.

Jimenez-Rivera said he 
didn’t believe the council 
needed a subcommittee for 
the motion, since it is up to 
the school department to 
decide how it allocates its 
funds.

The council voted to ap-
prove the motion, with Tay-
lor voting present and the 
other councilors in atten-
dance voting in favor.

A man police said was 
armed with two knives made 
threats toward a school bus 
on Tuesday morning, ac-
cording to police.

At approximately 8 a.m. 
Tuesday, Chelsea Police 
officers responded to 90 
Chestnut Street follow-
ing a report that a resident 
had made threats toward 
a school bus dropping off 
children at a nearby day-
care.

Upon arrival, officers 
encountered a man armed 
with two knives. As officers 
approached, the individual 
retreated back into his resi-
dence.

Out of an abundance of 
caution, a shelter-in-place 
order was issued for sur-
rounding homes, and the 
adjacent daycare was safely 
evacuated, according to po-
lice.

A trained police negoti-
ator responded to the scene 
and established communi-
cation with the individual. 
Additional resources were 
deployed, including the re-

gional Metro SWAT team, 
which stood by, as well as a 
contracted social worker to 
assist in the response.

Through the coordinat-
ed efforts of all personnel 
on scene, the situation was 
resolved peacefully, police 
stated, adding that nego-
tiators successfully per-
suaded the man to exit the 
apartment without further 
incident. He was taken into 
custody and transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston for eval-
uation. Criminal charges are 
forthcoming, police stated.

Chelsea Police thanked 
its public safety partners 
for their professionalism 
and collaboration, including 
Chelsea Fire Department, 
Emergency Management, 
Metro SWAT, and the FBI 
Boston Division.

The shelter-in-place or-
der was lifted later on Tues-
day morning, and all road-
ways were reopened.

This incident remains un-
der investigation.

Special to the Record

Metro Credit Union and 
Members Plus Credit Union 
have announced their intent 
to merge, bringing together 
two local, member-focused 
institutions in a strategic 
partnership designed to ex-
pand opportunity, strength-
en communities, and en-
hance long-term value for 
members. Metro Credit 
Union will be the continu-
ing credit union. 

This proposed merger is 
powered by partnership, a 
shared belief that now, more 
than ever, collaboration en-
ables credit unions to better 
serve members, invest in in-
novation, and deepen their 
impact across the commu-
nities they serve. Both orga-
nizations are grounded in a 
commitment to people-first 
service, financial empow-
erment, and local engage-
ment. 

Through this partnership, 
Metro Credit Union would 
expand its retail branch 
network to include Norfolk 
County, extending Metro’s 
community-based model 
while maintaining Mem-
bers Plus Credit Union’s 
trusted local presence. 

Pending approval by 
members of both credit 
unions and regulatory au-
thorities, the combined or-
ganization will operate 25 
retail branches. Together, 
the credit unions will serve 
approximately 214,000 
members and manage over 
$3.5 billion in combined as-
sets. 

“This is a partnership 

grounded in shared pur-
pose and a belief that credit 
unions exist to help people 
and communities thrive,” 
said Robert Cashman, Pres-
ident and CEO of Metro 
Credit Union. “Members 
Plus Credit Union has built 
a strong legacy of trust and 
service. By coming togeth-
er, we are strengthening our 
collective ability to deliver 
value, expand access, and 
meet our members’ evolv-
ing financial needs.” 

“We believe this partner-
ship will be beneficial to 
our members, our employ-
ees, and our community,” 
said Michael Wilberton, 
President and CEO/CFO 
of Members Plus Cred-
it Union. “Metro Credit 
Union shares our values and 
commitment to member and 
community service. Togeth-
er, we will be stronger and 
better positioned to support 
our members today and into 
the future.” 

Throughout the merger 
process, both organizations 
are committed to transpar-
ency and open communica-
tion. Members will receive 
regular updates and detailed 
information as the proposed 
merger advances through 
the approval process. An 
anticipated effective date 
is the end of 2026. All em-
ployees of Members Plus 
will be offered positions, 
joining the Metro Credit 
Union team. Until the com-
pletion date, both organiza-
tions will continue with no 
change to how they serve 
their membership. 

Metro Credit Union is 

the largest state-chartered 
credit union in Massachu-
setts, with $3.2 billion in 
assets. Metro provides a full 
range of financial products 
to more than 200,000 mem-
bers in Barnstable, Bristol, 
Essex, Franklin, Hampden, 
Hampshire, Middlesex, 
Norfolk, Plymouth, Suf-
folk, and Worcester coun-
ties in Massachusetts, and 
Cheshire, Hillsborough, 
Merrimack, Rockingham, 
and Strafford counties in 
New Hampshire. Metro is 
the credit union of choice 
for employees at over 1,200 
companies through its Met-
ro@work program. 

Founded in 1926, Metro 
currently operates branch 
offices in Boston, Burling-
ton, Chelsea, Dorchester, 
Framingham, Lawrence, 
Lynn, Medford, Melrose, 
Newton, Peabody, Read-
ing, Salem, Tewksbury, 
and West Roxbury. Metro 
is also a Juntos Avanzamos 
(“Together We Advance”) 
designated credit union, 
an honor given to financial 
institutions for their com-
mitment to serving and em-
powering Hispanic and im-
migrant consumers. Metro 
was recently named among 
the most charitable compa-
nies in Massachusetts by 
the Boston Business Jour-
nal; voted Top Credit Union 
in Banker & Tradesman’s 
Best of 2025 awards; and 
recognized as one of Amer-
ica’s Best Regional Banks 
and Credit Unions in 2026 
by Newsweek. In 2026, 
Metro proudly celebrates 
its 100th anniversary, mark-

ing a century of service and 
commitment to the commu-
nities it serves. Learn more 
at MetroCU.org. 

About Members Plus 
Credit Union 

Members Plus Credit 
Union, headquartered in 
Medford, MA, has proudly 
served its members for over 
80 years.  Founded in 1940 
as the Boston Edison Em-
ployees Credit Union, the 
organization was created to 
meet the financial needs of 
utility workers who wanted 
a safe place to save and bor-
row.  What began as a small 
credit union for employees 
of Boston Edison Company 
has grown into a full-ser-
vice financial institution 
with thousands of members 
across the Commonwealth. 
Members Plus Credit Union 
has branches in Medford, 
Everett, Dorchester, Nor-
wood, Plymouth and Win-
chester.  

As a nonprofit, mem-
ber-owned cooperative, 
Members Plus Credit Union 
is committed to providing 
innovative, competitive, 
and secure financial ser-
vices that support members’ 
financial success. Beyond 
financial services, Mem-
bers Plus maintains a strong 
commitment to community 
involvement. Through vol-
unteerism, sponsorships, 
and community outreach, 
Members Plus continues to 
honor its founding purpose 
– helping neighbors support 
one another and build stron-
ger, more connected com-
munities. 

Special to the Record

Chelsea-based United 
States Army Veteran Ron 
Robinson and the City of 
Chelsea invite artists to 
submit work for a group 
art exhibition in recogni-
tion of Memorial Day. The 
exhibit, which will be on 
view in Chelsea City Hall’s 
East Wing Gallery May 18 
through June 19, 2026, will 
honor fallen veterans who 
gave the ultimate sacrifice 
in service to their country. 
The exhibition will reflect 
on themes of service, sacri-
fice, and collective remem-
brance, with a special em-
phasis on local veterans.

The submission deadline 
is Friday, April 24, 2026 at 
11:59 p.m. ET. To apply, 
or for more information, 
visit www.chelseama.gov/
callforartists or email De-
lia Harrington, Manager of 
Arts, Culture, and Creative 
Economy for the City of 
Chelsea, at dharrington@
chelseama.gov.

Work can be in any 
wall-displayable medium, 
including painting, photog-
raphy, textiles, collage, and 
mixed media. No formal 
artistic training is required, 
and emerging artists, in-
cluding complete begin-
ners, and veterans and their 
loved ones, are strongly en-

couraged to submit.
Artists are strongly en-

couraged to incorporate 
materials from the local 
archive at the Chelsea Pub-
lic Library into their work. 
They are also encouraged 
to engage with the living 
history embodied in the 
memories of veterans who 
bear witness to their fallen 
comrades.

The exhibition was ini-
tiated by Robinson, who 
served in the United States 
Army during the Vietnam 
War, and is supported by 
the City Manager’s Office 
and Veteran Services De-
partment, a division under 
Health & Human Services 

(HHS). Robinson is a social 
worker, community activist, 
and co-founder of the Lewis 
H. Latimer Society & Mu-
seum.

The exhibition is open to 
Massachusetts artists of any 
age, with priority given to 
those based in or connected 
to Chelsea and the Greater 
Boston area as well as those 
with a personal connection 
to Memorial Day and its 
themes, such as veterans 
and gold star families.

An opening reception 
will be held Wednesday, 
May 20, from 5–7 p.m. 
at Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway.
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DiDomenico hosts community safety grants event

Special to the Record

Mystic Valley Elder 
Services (Mystic Valley) 
convened state legislators 
and community leaders on 
March 31 for a powerful 
Legislative Breakfast high-
lighting the importance of 
programs for older adults 
and people with disabilities.

CEO Lisa Gurgone un-
derscored Mystic Valley’s 
legislative priorities, includ-
ing key bills supporting in-
home assistance, caregiver 
support and the Hospital to 
Home program, which helps 
patients transition from 
nursing facilities back to the 
community.

Legislative Co-Hosts this 
year were MA Representa-
tive Jeffrey Turco and Mary 
Ann Nay, District Director 
for MA Senator Bruce Tarr. 
Representative Turco deliv-
ered a moving reflection on 
his family’s own caregiving 
journey, describing how 
Mystic Valley supported his 
mother‑in‑law in remaining 
at home. He urged attend-
ees to “be fierce advocates” 
for families who depend on 
strong community‑based 
programs.

Nay cited the importance 
of leadership working with 
organizations like Mystic 
Valley Elder Services to em-
power people to live safely 
and independently in their 
communities.

Attendees also heard a 
compelling story of love 
and resilience from Colleen 
Molloy and her husband 
Frank Ouellette, who con-
tacted Mystic Valley after 
Colleen had a major stroke 
at age 51. The Winthrop 
couple described Colleen’s 
extended stay in a nurs-
ing facility, her struggle to 
recover, and the vital role 
Mystic Valley played in 
helping them transition to a 
safer home with support for 
both.

“Mystic Valley came 
along and helped us with 
whatever we needed,” Frank 
recalled.

Mystic Valley extends its 
thanks to the leaders who 
shared their perspectives and 

reinforced the urgent need 
for investment in services 
that support aging adults 
and people with disabili-
ties, including: MA Senator 
Sal DiDomenico, MA Sen-
ator Pat Jehlen, Em Sheer-
an from the Office of MA 
Senator Jason Lewis, MA 
Representative Christine 
Barber, MA Representative 
Paul Donato, MA Repre-
sentative Richard Haggerty, 
MA Representative Kate 
Lipper‑Garabedian, staff for 
MA Representative Brad 
Jones, MA Representative 
Joe McGonagle, MA Rep-
resentative Steve Ultrino, 
Everett Mayor Robert Van 
Campen, Malden Mayor 

Gary Christenson, Med-
ford Mayor Breanna Lun-
go‑Koehn, Melrose Mayor 
Jennifer Grigoraitis, and 
North Reading Town Ad-
ministrator Michael Gille-
berto.

Established in 1975, Mys-
tic Valley Elder Services 
is a non-profit agency that 
provides a wide range of 
resources and care for older 
adults and adults with dis-
abilities. It serves 11 com-
munities in Greater Bos-
ton. For more information, 
please call 781-324-7705 or 
visit www.mves.org. 

Lawmakers urge support for older adults at Mystic Valley Elder Services

Representative Joe McGona-
gle discussed volunteering 
with Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices during the Covid pan-
demic, and urged support for 
older adults and people with 
disabilities.

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
shared his family’s expe-
rience with caregiving for 
older loved ones and how it 
informed his legislative sup-
port for aging services.
 

MA Representative Jeffrey 
Turco urged leaders and com-
munity members to “be fierce 
advocates” for legislation 
that preserves programs that 
support older adults, people 
with disabilities and their 
caregivers.

Em Sheeran from the Office of Senator Jason Lewis, MA Representative Richard Haggerty, MA Representative Kate Lipper Gar-
abedian, MA Representative Steve Ultrino, Malden Mayor Gary Christenson, Melrose Mayor Jennifer Grigoraitis, MA Represen-
tative Jeffrey Turco, MA Representative Paul Donato, Everett Mayor Robert Van Campen, Medford Mayor Breanna Lungo Koehn, 
Mary Ann Nay, District Director for MA Senator Bruce Tarr, MA Representative Christine Barber, North Reading Town Administra-
tor Michael Gilleberto, and Mystic Valley Elder Services CEO Lisa Gurgone.

Frank Ouellette and Colleen Molloy, center, with Mystic Valley Elder Services Board VP Edward 
Rocha, MVES Director of Clinical Services Lisa Jimenez, and MVES Caregiver Coordinators 
Kathy Learned and Paula Buccilli.

Senator Sal DIDomenico speaking at the community safety grants event in the State House.

Last week, Senator Di-
Domenico hosted an event 
with the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council (MAPC) 
to highlight his work to in-
crease funding for the Shan-
non Community Safety 
Initiative and the support it 
provides to our communi-
ties. This critical grant pro-
gram provides funds for a 

multi-pronged approach to 
prevent and address a com-
munity’s gang and youth 
violence. Through these 
grants, communities can 
provide youth programming 
and help build and strength-
en relationships between 
law enforcement and our 
young people.

Senator DiDomenico re-

marked to the group of ad-
vocates and staff, “I have 
supported this program 
since I started in the Senate 
and will continue to so we 
can keep reducing violence 
and protecting young peo-
ple in my district and across 
Massachusetts.”
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EARTH DAY: MANY BATTLES 

WON, BUT HAS THE WAR 
BEEN LOST?

This week marks 56 years since the first Earth Day on April 
22, 1970. The genesis of the first Earth Day had begun a few 
months earlier when the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland caught 
fire because of the flammable chemicals that had been dumped 
into the river by nearby industrial plants. The blaze was broad-
cast on national TV newscasts, sparking (no pun intended) the 
modern-day environmental movement.

The first nationwide Earth Day led to the creation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency by President Richard Nixon 
and the landmark legislation of the Clean Air Act and the Clean 
Water Act.

For those of us who were around at that time, Earth Day 
gave us hope that we had reached a turning point in the effort to 
eliminate the air and water pollution that threatened the health 
of every American, not to mention the impacts upon sensitive 
environmental areas and wildlife.

There have been many victories for the environment since 
that first Earth Day, many of which we have seen first-hand in 
our own neighborhoods. We recall that in our youth growing 
up on Pt. Shirley in Winthrop, swimming was forbidden on 
the Boston Harbor side because of the high levels of pollution 
emanating from the untreated waste from the MDC’s sewer 
plant on Deer Island, not to mention the effluents spilling out 
of the sewer pipes of homes and factories sewer throughout the 
Metro Boston area. Paint peeled from homes and cars in Win-
throp, Chelsea, and Revere because of the fumes emanating 
from adjacent waterways in the 1950s and ‘60s.

The Standells’ song Dirty Water, which is played after Red 
Sox victories (which unfortunately have been few and far be-
tween this year), is an homage (of sorts) to the high level of 
pollution in the Charles River and serves as a cultural reminder 
of an era when Boston Harbor had the “distinction” of being 
known as the dirtiest in the country.

We rowed on the Charles River in college and sailed in Bos-
ton Harbor, so we had an up-close view of how foul the river 
and harbor were on a daily basis.

The creation of the Mass. Water Resources Authority in the 
mid-1980s eventually resulted in the beautiful and clean Bos-
ton Harbor and Charles River environment that we enjoy to-
day, both improving the quality of life for all of us who live in 
the Metro Boston area and generating an economic boon along 
our waterfront area.

On the other side of the country, smog enveloped Los Ange-
les with dangerous levels of air pollution on a daily basis in the 
period from 1950-80. Although California still has the overall 
worst air quality in the U.S., the air quality in its major cities, 
especially LA, is far better today than it was before clean air 
standards were implemented.

When the first Earth Day was observed in 1970, the term 
“climate change” did not even exist. But it was just a few years 
later in that decade that scientists at major oil companies pre-
dicted -- with great accuracy (as things turned out) -- that the 
carbon emissions from their products would cause the climate 
to warm.

However, the oil companies hid that information from the 
public, similar to how the tobacco companies had kept secret 
their research establishing the link between smoking and lung 
cancer .

Today we know that climate change is both real and is ac-
celerating -- the United States just had its warmest March on 
record. It also is generally acknowledged that there is nothing 
we can do to reverse it. In 1975, the world’s total carbon emis-
sions were 17 billion tons, of which the U.S. was responsible 
for a bit more than 25% with 4.4 billion tons. Today, the U.S. 
essentially is at that same level with 4.8 billion tons of carbon 
emission. On a per capita basis, we emit about 35 percent less 
carbon today than we did in 1975.

However, the rest of the world’s output has increased from 
12.6 billion tons in 1975 to 33.8 billions tons today. The U.S. 
could become carbon-neutral tomorrow, yet the amount of 
emissions by other countries has almost tripled from what they 
were in 1975 and is continuing to accelerate.

In addition to the well-known effects of climate change -- 
powerful storms, heat waves, droughts, massive wildfires, and 
rising sea levels -- a new threat to the environment and to the 
well-being of every living thing on earth has emerged.

Ironically, another cultural touchstone from the 1960s, the 
1967 movie The Graduate, highlighted a product that has be-
come ubiquitous in the world today. The most famous line 
in the movie was one word: “Plastics,” which was the career 
advice given to Dustin Hoffmann’s character, Benjamin, by a 
neighbor who told him that the future lay in the plastics indus-
try.

Little did we know then that by the first part of the 21st cen-
tury, microscopic nanoplastics would be detectable in every or-
gan (including our brains) and tissue of every human, animal, 
and plant on the planet, even in the most remote corners of 
the earth. Plastics are in the air we breathe (especially in our 
homes), the food we eat, and the water we drink.

So yes, it’s nice that we can swim in Boston Harbor today. 
But that small pleasure for two months each year provides little 
comfort given the inevitability of the dire consequences of cli-
mate change and the conversion of our bodies essentially into 
toxic waste sites since that first Earth Day in 1970.

Fifty six years after the first Earth Day, the state of the planet 
and our environment is this: The past was bad, the present is 
worse -- and the worst is yet to come.

Sen. Edwards delivers major environmental 
and resiliency investments in $3.64B bond bill

Special to the Record

The Massachusetts Sen-
ate passed the Mass Ready 
Act, a $3.64 billion environ-
mental bond bill that targets 
key initiatives in climate re-
siliency and environmental 
protection across the Com-
monwealth. Included in the 
Act is millions in targeted 
investments aimed at cli-
mate and community initia-
tives for the Third Suffolk 
District secured by Senator 
Lydia Edwards. The invest-
ments and policy initiatives 
seek to address flooding, in-
creasing tree canopy, clean 
energy, and stronger build-
ing reinforcements. 

“Climate change isn’t 
just an environmental chal-
lenge—it’s a question of 
equity and justice,” said 
Senator Lydia Edwards, 
State Senator for the Third 
Suffolk District. “Meeting 
it requires bold investments 
in both our people and our 
infrastructure. The Mass 
Ready Act delivers neces-
sary resources to the com-
munities most impacted 
by climate change, while 
expanding access to afford-
able housing, resilient infra-
structure, and clean energy.”

Boston 
Senator Edwards has 

secured $250,000 to pur-
chase two new Sonar sail-
boats for Piers Park Sail-
ing Center’s programming 
and $1,000,000 for Boston 
Housing Authority to sup-
port climate mitigation and 
adaptation investments, 
including energy efficien-
cy, insulation, electrical 
upgrades, HVAC modern-
ization, window air-source 
heat pumps, flood preven-
tion and other updates to 
Boston Housing Authority 
properties in the district.      

$1,250,000 will support 
the maintenance of econom-
ic prosperity at the water-
front, setting aside funding 
to help the city and stake-
holders advance resiliency 
planning and development 
in the North End and Wharf 
District—areas that feature 
vibrant, high-use, historic 
urban waterfronts and serve 
as economic drivers for the 
Commonwealth.

“Piers Park is preparing 
the workforce that will put 
these critical investments 
into action,” said Alex De-
Fronzo, Executive Director 
of Piers Park Sailing Center. 
“Senator Edwards’ support 
means that we are ready to 
provide safe and high qual-

ity programs for years to 
come. These programs pre-
pare young people for suc-
cess in their future careers 
in climate resiliency, infra-
structure design and con-
struction, marine tech, and 
more.  Our fleet of boats is 
more than 30 years old and 
this funding will allow us 
to update and invest for the 
next generation.  Senator 
Edwards has helped us en-
sure success in these pro-
grams that get young people 
ready to work on the wa-
terfront. We are incredibly 
grateful for her support and 
proud to continue to grow 
and protect our waterfront 
facility and equipment.”

Winthrop 
To protect residential 

homes in Winthrop from 
coastal erosion and flood-
ing, the Senator has allocat-
ed $1,000,000 to the design, 
permit, and construct a new 
concrete seawall at Pico 
Ave, a site that has endured 
constant and harmful flood-
ing. The Town of Winthrop 
Tree Committee will receive 
$250,000 to plant trees to 
combat heat island, climate 
change, and soil erosion.

“Special thanks to Sen-
ator Edwards for securing 
these bonds,” said Tony 
Marino, Winthrop Town 
Manager. “This potential $1 
million investment through 
the Massachusetts Ready 
Act is a critical step toward 
protecting our most vulner-
able coastal areas. These 
funds are a great first step to 
extending the seawall near 
Pico Avenue, which will 
help reduce the impacts of 
tidal flooding and strength-
en long-term resilience for 
the residents of Winthrop.”

“As tree warden in Win-
throp my mission is two-
fold: public safety, identi-
fying risk and lessening it 
or removing it,” added Tom 
Derderian, Winthrop Tree 
Warden. “The second is to 
enhance the tree canopy of 
Winthrop for the next 100 
years. This week we planted 
24 trees with money from 
donations and with volun-
teer workers. These trees 
were an inch and a half in 
diameter. During the last 
year we have had to remove 
as many big, old trees. We 
have lost far more tree cover 
than we gained. To catch up 
we need far more than the 
50 trees we now plant. This 
bond funding will be vital to 
helping Winthrop meet its 
goals.”

Revere  
In Revere, $250,000 will 

be used to implement the 
Shirley Avenue Tree Master 
Plan to foster green spaces. 
An additional $500,000 will 
be expended for the purpose 
of solar panel purchase and 
installation at Revere High 
School and $250,000 will 
go to HVAC upgrades to 
fully electrify the McKinley 
School. Revere will also re-
ceive $250,000 for the soil 
remediation at Gibson Park 
Boathouse.

In addition to securing 
key funding, Senator Ed-
wards advanced two policy 
priorities through targeted 
amendments:

Expanding Port Area 
Planning to Include Hous-
ing 

Included in the bill is an 
expansion of the Designat-
ed Port Area (DPA) Com-
mission’s review. For the 
first time, this process will 
explicitly consider housing 
and community access in 
and around port areas. The 
measure directs the Com-
mission to evaluate oppor-
tunities for affordable and 
workforce housing, artist 
live-work spaces, and im-
proved waterfront access for 
low-income communities—
while also assessing how 
mixed-use development can 
coexist with active port op-
erations. It further empha-
sizes coastal resilience and 
requires the Executive Of-
fice of Housing and Livable 
Communities to be a formal 
partner in the review.

“It’s time for low income 
communities [such as East 
Boston] - where DPAs have 
historically been most prev-
alent - to regain meaningful 
access to their waterfronts,” 
said Tanya Hahnel, Co-Ex-
ecutive Director of East 
Boston Community Devel-
opment Corporation.“When 
local neighborhoods are 
given a voice, we can work 
together with the State to 
find creative ways for DPA’s 
to be productive spaces for 
the Commonwealth’s econ-
omy while also promoting 
waterfront programming 
and workforce housing that 
serves our low income fam-
ilies, who for too long have 
been cut off from their own 
waterfront.”
Setting a Statewide Car-
bon Sequestration Goal
Senator Edwards has 

also secured a climate-fo-
cused initiative establishing 
a statewide, net-positive 
carbon sequestration and 
storage goal for natural and 

working lands. This frame-
work will help mitigate 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by accounting for the car-
bon-capturing potential of 
coastal environments – such 
as salt marshes, seagrass-
es, and waterways – while 
aligning with Massachu-
setts’ existing emissions re-
duction requirements. 

“Natural and working 
lands are some of our most 
powerful tools in the fight 
against climate change, and 
this language takes an im-
portant step toward fully 
understanding and maxi-
mizing that potential here in 
Massachusetts,” said  Rep-
resentative Jessica Gianni-
no, State Representative for 
the 16th Suffolk District. 
“By establishing a clear, 
science-based sequestration 
goal—and recognizing the 
unique role of our coastal 
resources like salt marsh-
es and seagrasses—we are 
better positioning the Com-
monwealth to meet our 
long-term emissions reduc-
tion targets. I look forward 
to working closely with 
Senator Edwards and our 
colleagues to build on this 
momentum and ensure this 
effort translates into mean-
ingful, lasting climate solu-
tions for our communities.”

The effort is especial-
ly meaningful locally, 
with Belle Isle Marsh and 
Rumney Marsh located 
within the Third Suffolk 
District. A companion mea-
sure has been filed in the 
House by Representative 
Giannino  (H.958).

“By prioritizing working 
families, waterfront neigh-
borhoods, and historically 
underserved communities, 
we are building a stronger, 
more equitable, and cli-
mate-ready Massachusetts,” 
Senator Edwards added. “I 
want to thank Senate Pres-
ident Karen Spilka, Chair-
woman Rebecca Rausch, 
and Chairman Michael Ro-
driques for their leadership 
on the Mass Ready Act, and 
to my Senate colleagues for 
their shared commitment 
in protecting our Common-
wealth.”

The Mass Ready Act is 
part of the Commonwealth’s 
commitment to climate re-
siliency and environmen-
tal protection. The Act will 
now move to the House of 
Representatives for further 
consideration. To read the 
full legislation, visit maleg-
is lature .gov/Bil ls /194/
S3050.
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John Olson
Loving husband, father, grandfather 

and great grandfather
John E. Olson, 

88, of Deertrail 
Lane, Berwick, 
Maine, a loving 
husband of 50 

years, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather, died 
at Wentworth Douglas Hos-
pital, Dover, NH on April 
13, 2026.

Born in Chelsea on April 
18, 1937, he was the son of 
Alfred B. Ason and Agnes 
(Everson) Olson. A gradu-
ate of Everett High School, 
he joined the Marines after 
graduation, then entered the 
food service industry as a 
chef at Chateau DeVille in 
Framingham, MA.

He is survived by his lov-
ing children: Mike (Dewey) 
Olson of Methuen MA.; 
Paul Olson and his wife, 
Guine of Sparks, N.V. 
Robert Olson and his wife, 
Chris, of Kittery ME.; and 
his daughters, Sharon Or-
chard and her husband, Ro-
bie of Garner, N.C., Marie 
Helka and her husband, Ed 
of Dearborn MI. and Susan 

Aversa and her husband, Sal 
of Everett,; 20 grandchil-
dren and 14 great-grand-
children.

He was predeceased by 
his oldest son, Gerard Ol-
son and John Olson, and 
his grandson, John Olson. 
A memorial service will be 
held on April 30 at House 
of Hope in Berwick, Maine. 
Online condolences may be 
offered at www.jspelkeyfu-
neralhome.com. Donations 
may be made in his mem-
ory to the House of Hope 
in Berwick, ME, which is 
where he loved to spend 
time volunteering.

The harmonious tones of 
the Chelsea High School 
Cantare and the energet-
ic and refined sound of 
the Chelsea High School 
Jazz Band filled the Mas-
sachusetts State House on 
Wednesday, April 15, when 
the two student groups rep-
resenting Chelsea Public 
Schools performed in the 
Senate Reading Room. 

These CHS students were 
invited to the State House 
last week by State Senator 
Sal DiDomenico to per-
form a special setlist. They 
gathered to play the songs 
that were part of their Dis-
ney World performance in 
March, signifying an op-
portunity to showcase their 
talents in front of state dig-
nitaries and representatives. 

The performance oc-
curred in the Senate Reading 
Room. Senator DiDomen-
ico addressed the students 
and crowd in attendance, 
sharing that he believed this 
was the first-ever band to 
perform in the reading room 
itself. As part of the gather-
ing, Senator DiDomenico 
presented the students with 
an Official Citation from 
the Massachusetts State 
Senate that recognizes the 
Jazz Band and Cantare for, 
“Your selection among a 
competitive group of high 
schools around the coun-
try to perform at Disney, 
the most magical place on 
Earth.”

“I am so proud of our 
students in Jazz Band and 
Cantare for continuing to 
showcase their immense tal-
ents and making us so proud 
in Chelsea. From Disney 
World to the State House, 
they are remarkable repre-
sentatives of our schools” 
said CPS Superintendent 
Dr. Almi G. Abeyta. “I es-
pecially want to thank Sen-
ator Sal DiDomenico for 
welcoming our students to 

CHS Jazz Band, Cantare receive official 
Senate Citation at State House performance

the State House, organizing 
the visit for them, and his 
continuous support of our 
music programs and entire 
school district.”

"It was my privilege 
to welcome students in 
the Chelsea High School 
Jazz Band and Cantare in 
the State House to play 
their Disney World perfor-
mance," said Senator DiDo-
menico. "I am always blown 
away by the talent and pro-

fessionalism of these stu-
dents and staff, and I am so 
glad I can support them with 
funding in the state budget."

The students traveled to 
Disney World to perform in 
March as part of the Disney 
Imagination Campus pro-
gram. Chelsea High School 
was selected through a com-
petitive audition process 
and learned that they were 
selected to perform this past 
winter. The trip also includ-

ed educational workshops 
for the students as part of 
the Imagination Campus 
programming. 

Recently, Senator Di-
Domenico secured funding 
to support future trips and 
travel for the CHS music 
programs, ensuring they 
will continue to represent 
Chelsea and perform on the 
national stage. 

Students in the Chelsea High School Jazz Band and Cantare pictured with Senator Sal DiDomenico and CPS Educators in the 
Senate Reading Room at the Massachusetts State House.

Students in the Chelsea High School Cantare singing in the Senate Reading Room.

Students in the CHS Jazz Band performed in the Senate Reading Room in the State House.

affordable rate housing that 
builds a healthy tax base 
that helps fund all the ser-
vices and programs the city 
needs, according to Cecio.

The overlay district 
would allow for dense 
mixed-use development 
by right, emphasizing an 
engaging pedestrian expe-
rience, active ground-floor 
uses, and walkability, espe-
cially along “primary pe-
destrian streets,” according 
to city officials.

Housing density is regu-
lated through dimensional 
controls, including floor 
area ratio (FAR), build-
ing height, and maximum 
lot coverage. All develop-
ments will be required to 
provide usable open space, 
with larger developments 
required to provide public-
ly accessible open space. 
An inclusionary zoning re-
quirement will ensure a por-
tion of housing units will be 

affordable. 
The ordinance will elim-

inate minimum parking 
requirements and instead 
implement a Transporta-
tion Demand Management 
(TDM) program to reduce 
single-occupancy vehicle 
trips and encourage alter-
native forms of mobility. 
Additional site and design 
standards will require build-
ings to be oriented close to 
the sidewalk, incorporate 
transparent facades with 
frequent entrances, and uti-
lize a varied building mass-
ing so that larger structures 
read as multiple buildings. 
This amendment promotes 
transit-oriented develop-
ment, multi-family housing, 
and expanded employment 
opportunities.

Cecio noted that while 
the zoning would eliminate 
minimum parking require-
ments, that does not neces-
sarily mean there would be 

developments totally void 
of parking, rather it would 
encourage sensible parking 
for the designated use. He 
added that parking would 
likely be required for loans 
when developers try to get 
projects financed.

Several planning board 
members said they would 
like to see the parking re-
quirements in the district 
tied into a larger conversa-
tion and reworking of park-
ing requirements through-
out the city.

Grove Street resident Sta-
cy Smith said she appreciat-
ed the level of development 
and new urban environment 
that the overlay district will 
bring into Chelsea. She also 
urged city officials not to 
look past the history of the 
area, which was largely dec-
imated by the Great Fire of 
1973.

“The one thing that stuck 
out to me tonight is the 

verbiage when we say we 
have a missing city or the 
space was underused,” said 
Smith. “Prior to the 1973 
fire, that district was highly 
populated with my fami-
ly and many other families 
that were burned out of the 
area. There were funds that 
were promised specifically 
for more housing in the dis-
trict.”

Smith said it was dis-
heartening to her and many 
others to hear the area re-
ferred to as West Chelsea 
without a sense of its past 
history.

Commandants Way res-
ident Eddie Gaffney said 
he would like to see the 
district take in more of the 
area close to where a new 
professional soccer stadi-
um is planned to be built in 
Everett. He also said he had 
concerns about pedestrian 
safety in the area.
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Brooks Dental is pleased to announce that our in-house orthodontist, 
Dr. Julianne Bruno, has expanded her hours! Dr. Bruno joined the practice 
in 2015 and has been caring for patients on a part-time basis. She has now 
transitioned to full-time, adding afternoon hours several days a week to 
accommodate patients during after-school hours. Dr. Bruno specializes 
in both traditional brackets and Invisalign. She sees both children and 
adults, caring for patients age 7 through adulthood and beyond.
Dr. Bruno attended the University of Florida in Gainesville. She moved to 
Boston to attend Boston University Henry M. Goldman School of Dental 
Medicine. During her final year, she was the only female in her class to be 
inducted into the Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honors Society. Dr. 
Bruno also completed her orthodontic residency at Boston University, 
receiving her certificate in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics. 
She has been an Invisalign provider for over 10 years and is heavily 

invested in continuing education to stay up to 
date with the latest research.
Dr. Bruno lives with her husband and 3 
children as well as her 2 Australian Shepherds. 
She enjoys sports, live music, and spending 
time with her family. She takes great pleasure 
in seeing the positive impact orthodontics can 
have on patients’ lives and the confidence a 
healthy, beautiful smile can bring.

Now Offering Full-Time 
Orthodontics

Straight Smiles Start Here! Hundreds of family members and friends gathered at the Williams School for the Chelsea 
Public Schools District Concert on April 16

Chelsea High School Percussion Ensemble

Sokolowski Violin Ensemble.

Chelsea High School Orchestra.

District Middle School Advanced Band.

District Elementary School Chorus

District Elementary School Chorus.

Chelsea High School Cantare.

Chelsea High School Concert Band.

OVER 350 STUDENTS PERFORM AT THE 
CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT CONCERT

District Middle School Advanced Band
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they just have a dream that 
they think might be hard to 
achieve – what would you 
say to them?”

Replied Link, “I would 
say, never stop dreaming. 
Coming from a 1.5-square 
mile city, and being here 
where I am today, I’m hon-
ored to represent the City of 
Chelsea. Don’t stop dream-
ing, but dreams come with 
hard work, so you need to 
work. You need to be com-
mitted. You need to stay 
focused. People say today 
you gotta lock in, that way, 
you can achieve these goals, 
because when opportuni-
ty comes, you need to be 
prepared. So, that’s what I 
have to pass on to this gen-
eration. The opportunity 
will come, you just need 
to be prepared. And never 
stop working hard, and stay 
humble.”

Link was asked by Bos-
ton Globe reporter Hannah 
Goeke about the moment he 
found out that he was select-
ed for this mission.”

“The moment I found out 
that I was selected for this 
mission, I was a little ner-
vous because I knew that Ar-
temis II needed to launch,” 
responded Link. “Artemis 
had been delayed already, 
and I did not want to miss 
out on this job. I wanted to 
do it, a childhood dream you 
know. So, the moment I was 
selected, I continued my 
preparation, making sure 
that all my medical training 
with diving, hyperbarics, 
and my knowledge of space 
medicine and trauma was 
what this crew would need 
if they needed my help. So, 
I was in awe. I was excited 
and even until I opened that 
capsule, I could not believe 
it. Until the next day, I came 
home,  I sat down and I was 
with family, it hit me. The 

time came.”
The Chelsea Record re-

porter read a statement from 
City Manager Fidel Maltez 
that had appeared in Thurs-
day’s edition, his quotes ex-
pressing the city’s pride for 
Link’s “integral role in the 
historic Artemis II splash-
down.”

“We’re overjoyed that he 
represents our city, our state, 
and as someone of Russian 
and Latino heritage, that he 
represents Chelsea’s diverse 
community inspiring people 
of all backgrounds,” added 
Maltez in the front-page 
story.

“I’m humbled,” said Link 
about Maltez’s thoughtful 
remarks. “To be honest, 
those words really get to 
me. The pride of Chelsea 
lives on. This is a reminder 
that I will share with every-
one. This is special and dear 
to me because I come from 
Chelsea. A couple of years 
ago, I was on the U.S.S. 

Missouri in Hawaii, and 
I should have known this 
in my career, but I did not. 
I looked at a clock, and it 
said, “Chelsea Clock.” And 
I stopped and I asked some-
one, and they said, ‘yes, 
Chelsea Clocks were built 
in Chelsea.’ It was full cir-
cle. Being able to be here, 
representing the communi-
ty, and having the recogni-
tion from our city, it means 
the world to me. There’s 
not enough words for me 
to describe how I’m feeling 
about all the support I’m re-
ceiving from every person 
there.”

Chelsea residents are ex-
citedly waiting for the op-
portunity to greet Vlad Link 
and congratulate the man 
who has brought so much 
credit, honor, and distinc-
tion to the U.S. Navy, him-
self, his family, and the city 
he calls home.

Get your autograph books 
ready.

Special to the Record

A regional partnership 
culminated in a remarkably 
successful inaugural sea-
son for the first ever Chel-
sea Regional Emergency 
Warming Center.

Through a strong re-
gional partnership between 
the City of Chelsea and 
the City of Revere, more 
than $300,000 was secured 
to build the infrastructure 
needed to make the program 
a reality. Following an open 
RFP process, Selah Day Re-
source Center was select-
ed as the Host Agency and 
Housing Families (HF) was 
chosen to manage nightly 
operations; a pairing that 
proved to be a natural and 
prevailing match.

At the heart of the pro-
gram's success was Roy 
Valentin, who served as the 
Host Agency Manager. Val-
entin brought an extraordi-
nary combination of experi-
ence and heart to the role. A 
volunteer at Selah Day Re-
source Center, a former city 
manager executive, and a 
current Community Health 
Worker at Beth Israel, Val-

entin understood deeply the 
urgency of the work and 
showed up every day with 
purpose.

"My goal was to keep 
people off the streets and 
alive during the coldest 
months of the year," said 
Valentin. "Most important-

ly, we provided guests with 
a sense of dignity and self-
worth."

The center operated from 
January through March, re-
cording more than 3,000 
visits and serving over 200 
individuals. Guests received 
meals, snacks, beverages, 

beds, blankets, and access 
to showers, all in a safe, 
welcoming environment.

Pastor Ricardo Valle, 
owner of Selah Day Re-
source Center deserves tre-
mendous credit for open-
ing its doors and creating 
a space where some of the 
most vulnerable residents 
could find refuge, warmth, 
and respect.  Pastor Valle’s 
daughter and Executive 
Director at Selah, Yamilett 
Tejada noted that the collab-
oration came together natu-
rally; a testament to Selah's 
longstanding commitment 
to serving those in need.

Housing Families (HF) 
was equally vital, bring-
ing operational experience 
and a genuine dedication 
to the unhoused commu-
nity. "Housing Families is 
grateful to have supported 

the unhoused community 
during a particularly harsh 
winter," said Renee Cam-
marata Hamilton, senior 
director of advocacy and 
partnerships.  HF's profes-
sionalism and expertise in 
this area, helped set the tone 
for everything the warming 
center accomplished.

Health & Human Ser-
vices Director Tracy No-
wicki and Revere HHS Di-
rector Lauren Buck credited 
the early and unwavering 
support of City Manager 
Fidel Maltez and Mayor 
Patrick Keefe as the foun-
dation that made everything 
possible. "That gave us the 
green light to write the grant 
together," said Nowicki.  
Adding, "Our regional ap-
proach not only secured the 
funding we needed, but laid 
the groundwork for an even 

stronger partnership next 
season.”

The program also wel-
comed CAPIC's S.U.D.S. 
program, led by Director 
Gladys Agneta and her ded-
icated staff, who were able 
to reach more individuals 
through their day program-
ming at Selah generating 
nearly 70 referrals and con-
necting guests with housing 
resources, basic services, 
and clothing.

The broader communi-
ty showed up as well.  The 
Omni Seaport Hotel donat-
ed towels and toiletries, co-
ordinated by Chelsea resi-
dent Marnie MacAlpine and 
Mike Matrinko, owner of 
the Brown Jug, gave sever-
al clients part-time work on 
Saturdays, offering not just 
a paycheck, but a sense of 
purpose.

Link //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Regional partnership leads to successful warming center

The success of the Chelsea Regional Emergency Warming Center came as a result of a strong 
regional partnership among Chelsea and Revere community leaders. Pictured in a photo at 
Chelsea City Hall are (from left) the Rev. Ricardo Valle, founder of the Selah Day Resource Cen-
ter, Revere Mayor Patrick Keefe, Chelsea Director of Health and Human Services Tracy Nowicki, 
Chelsea Director of Public Health Flor Amaya, Revere Chief of Health and Human Services 
Lauren Buck, Housing Families Senior Director of Advocacy and Parterships Renee Cammarata 
Hamilton, Housing Families Housing Specialist Aida Ali, Ja’Von Brown, and Chelsea City Manag-
er Fidel Maltez.

Chelsea Regional Emergency Warming Center Host Agency 
Manager Roy Valentin, Director of Health and Human Services 
Tracy Nowicki, and City Manager Roy Valentin, pictured in a 
photo following a successful inaugural season for the center.

Yamilett Tejada, Isabel Montenegro, Pastor Yvonne Valle, Cesar Bachales, Manuel Barbas , Joao 
DePina, and Roy Valentin.

Gordon Gronwkowski of 
Gronk Fitness, along with 
Today’s Auto Body Col-
lision owner Bobby Cobb 
visited the Mill Hill Fire 
Station where they donated 

all new equipment for the 
weight room. The depart-
ment presented Gronkowski 
and Cobb engraved axes in 
appreciate of their gener-
ous donation of equipment 

and flooring for the facility. 
Gordon is the brother of for-
mer New England Patriots 
star Rob Gronkowski.

GRONK FITNESS, TODAY’S AUTO BODY 
DONATE EQUIPMENT FOR MILL HILL 

FIRE STATION WEIGHT ROOM 

 Pictured, from left, outside the Mill Hill Fire Station are Lt. Carter Glass, Firefighter Antonio 
Nieves, Firefighter Nick Bridge, Capt. Mike Gurska, Today’s Collision Auto Body owner Bobby 
Cobb, Gordon Gronkowski of Gronk Fitness, Chief John Quatieri, Firefighter Irv Cyprien, Fire-
fighter Tony Martins, and Firefighter Rony Gomez.

 at Prospect House Assisted Living  
and Memory Care! Here, residents enjoy enriching 

daily life in a supportive and vibrant community. 
Now taking applications for affordable 1BR or studio 

apartment homes financed under the federal  
Low Income Housing Tax Credit program!

Residents who qualify pay reduced monthly rent on housing: 
$1737 for a studio and $1861 for a 1-bedroom.* Meals, personal 
care, services, and activities are optional at additional cost.

INCOME LIMITS & GUIDELINES APPLY
• Applicants must meet selection criteria. 
• Applicants must income-qualify. (Maximum gross 

income limits for a 1-person household is $69,480 and for a  
2-person household is $79,440 as of 4/25, subject to change).

420 Reservoir Avenue, Revere, MA 02151 
  781.853.0005 | ProspectHouseAL.com

and the crew in the space-
craft was the opportunity of 
a lifetime. When I started 
in Chelsea, I didn’t imag-
ine myself here today. It 
was one of my dreams, but 
all the hard work paid off. 
It has brought together the 
very best of what our nation 
represents.”

 Link said he still has 
fond memories of his years 
growing up in the city and 
being a student in the Chel-
sea school district.

“It was humbling being 
around a community from 
all backgrounds, com-
ing from such a beautiful 
place,” said Link. “Being 
away all these years, it has 

shown me how Chelsea has 
gotten better and better, and 
there was no better way to 
represent - being a part of 
the sports and school sys-
tem there set me up for suc-
cess. I can recall that some 
of the teachers there, they 
gave their best. Chelsea, 
back then, had its issues, but 
a lot of the teachers there in 
the school system gave their 
best for hope. I can name a 
couple of my teachers, Miss 
Carol Resnek and Mr. Ste-
ven Treadway – they be-
lieved in my dream. They 
told me to never give up and 
continue working toward 
these goals. The school 
system really pushed peo-

ple that wanted to achieve 
a bigger goal, and it clearly 
shows.”

Link told reporters, 
“Right now, the support 
coming from Chelsea High, 
from City Hall, from the en-
tire city, from every person 
there I’m getting messages, 
phone calls that they are 
thankful, and they are proud 
that we’re representing 
Chelsea across the entire 
nation.”

Link was asked by Mon-
ica Madeja of NBC10 Bos-
ton, “What would you say 
to kids in Chelsea who see 
where you’re from and 
maybe dream of a career 
in the military, or maybe 

The success of the Chelsea Regional Emer-
gency Warming Center came as a result of 
strong regional partnership among Chelsea 
and Revere community leaders. Pictured in 
a photo at Chelsea City Hall are (from left) 
the Rev. Ricardo Valle, founder of the Selah 
Day Resource Center, Revere Mayor Patrick 
Keefe, Chelsea Director of Health and Human 
Services Tracy Nowicki, Chelsea Director of 
Public Health, Revere Chief of Health and 
Human Services, Housing Families Senior 
Director of Advocacy and Parterships Renee 
Cammarata Hamilton, Housing Families 
Housing Specialist Aida Ali, Ja’Von Brown, 
and Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez.
 Chelsea Regional Emergency Warming 
Center Host Agency Manager Roy Valentin, 
Director of Health and Human Services Tracy 
Nowicki, and City Manager Roy Valentin, 
pictured in a photo following a successful 
inaugural season for the center.

Yamilett Tejada (left) executive director at 
Selah, and Roy Valentin (right), housing 
agency manager at the Chelsea Regional 
Emergency Warming Center, are pictured 
with staff at the center.
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planning board recommen-
dation, the bylaw would 
then come back before the 
city council where it would 
hold a public hearing and a 
potential vote on adoption. 
In addition to the bylaw 
presented by City Manager 
Fidel Maltez, the bylaw in-
cludes an amendment from 
Councilor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson that would allow 
greater opportunities for 
development on the Market 
Basket parcel.

Earlier this year, Maltez 
presented a proposed inclu-
sionary zoning bylaw aimed 
at increasing development 
in the city as a way to come 
to grips with oncoming fi-
nancial hardships. Data 
presented by Maltez has 
shown that the city’s current 
inclusionary zoning bylaw 
has created almost no new 
affordable housing units in 
the city.

“Chelsea currently holds 
the third highest level of 
affordable housing in Mas-
sachusetts—a record that 
must be protected,” Maltez 
has said. “But the current 
policy has made it difficult 
for Chelsea to raise new 
growth revenue because it 
creates too many barriers 
for new housing develop-
ment projects. Growing the 
tax base through new devel-
opment is the most sustain-
able path forward. Without 
policy changes, projects 
that could generate housing 
and revenue are stalled and 
the city risks being forced 
into cuts to schools, public 
safety, and infrastructure.”

After feedback from the 
city council and others, 
Maltez revised the inclu-
sionary zoning policy he 
presented to the council.

The current proposal 
calls for:

A Change the policy to 
apply to projects with 50 
units or more. The current 
policy applies to projects 
of 10 units or more. Maltez 
initially proposed raising 
this threshold to 100 units or 

more, and he said the Coun-
cil desires a more gradual 
change that will be evaluat-
ed more often. Maltez said 
he believes that this change 
will unlock a tremendous 
amount of projects, particu-
larly in the downtown area. 

Change the required 
number of affordable units 
and connect it with the level 
of affordability. The admin-
istration proposes having 
two options: 10% of Units 
at 80% AMI or 7% of Units 
at 60% AMI. This matches 
the inclusionary zoning in 
Everett.

Change the Fees-in-Lieu 
to Affordable Housing Units 
to $200,000. This changes 
the current policy that al-
lows developers to pay the 
City $400,000 in place of 
complying with inclusion-
ary zoning. The current 
policy requires that the City 
Council approval through a 
vote of acceptance of this 
payment. In nine years, 
Maltez said Chelsea has 
not received any funds. He 
said these payments could 
be used for anti-displace-
ment work, such as rental 
assistance for existing resi-
dents, first time home buyer 
programs, or contributing 
to 100% affordable housing 
projects.

Review the policy every 
two years. Maltez commit-
ted to hiring a third party 
firm, like MassHousing 
Partnership or the Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council, to review the data 
from the effects of this pol-
icy change. If new growth 
explodes in Chelsea, he said 
the Council may choose to 
modify the policy, and op-
posite if the economic situ-
ation worsens, the Council 
may choose to act accord-
ingly. 

“On the policy itself, I 
remain a bit unconvinced 
that inclusionary zon-
ing is the problem,” said 
Council President Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera. “I am still 
having and I am open to 

conversations on that, and I 
could see where for smaller 
developments in particular, 
it could be, and that is why I 
am grateful that this propos-
al literally cannot be voted 
on until at least early June, 
if not later.”

The council president 
said he hopes that between 
now and when the policy 
comes back from the plan-
ning board, the city council 
and the city can have con-
versations about not only 
inclusionary zoning, but 
also about the housing and 
revenue crises.

“We need to focus on 
ways to build incentives 
into this policy that encour-
age development that makes 
sense instead of loosening 
regulations and hoping for 
the best,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera.

Maltez said the conver-
sation will be difficult and 
he wants to make sure that 
everyone has a seat at the 
table.

District 1 Councilor Todd 
Taylor said he agreed that 
the issues need a lot of pub-
lic discourse, but said he 
hopes it involves more than 
just the same groups that 
come out for all the same 
conversations in the city.

“That only tells us some-
thing that we already know, 
that those organizations are 
for or against something,” 
said Taylor. “I would en-
courage everyday, regular 
folks who aren’t affiliated 
with any organizations to 
come out and be heard on 
this, whether you’re a renter 
or whether you’re a home-
owner … this is an import-
ant conversation that needs 
to be had.”

Taylor said he believes 
residents will see distinct 
differences between coun-
cilors on why they are go-
ing to vote for or against 
the policy. He said he hopes 
people can put aside their 
own ideologies and focus 
on what works for the city.

District 5 Councilor Lisa 
Santagate said she would 
possibly like to see a more 
tiered approach to inclu-
sionary zoning in Chelsea.

“I just think that we can 
do better and create some-
thing that is not a one-size 
fits all; based on things 
like geographic area and 
density and things like de-
sirability,” said Santagate. 
“We have some incredible 
neighborhoods here and 
so we should not sell them 
short, but at the same time, 
we should give our people 
a chance to live in them, as 
many people as possible.”

Tonight (Thursday) the 
2026 Stanley Cup Playoffs 
will move onto TD Garden 
ice for games three and four. 
For Boston, their regular 
season record on home ice 
was an impressive 29-11-
1, but they struggled on the 
road, only able to manage 
a .500 record of 16-16-9. 
If the Bruins are to make a 
defining push, it could start 
with tonight’s game, where 
they hope to perform in 
the two playoff games on 
home ice, with the same 
drive and confidence they 
showed in the regular sea-
son home games. It’s never 
easy to put the memories 
in the rearview mirror of 
a heartbreaking game, the 
kind the locals suffered in 
Game One of this series, but 
they had the chance to show 
some resilience, thanks to 
the every-other-day play-
off schedule. Despite their 
inability to create shots in 
quantity, a problem that 
was very evident in the last 
half dozen games prior to 
the start of the playoffs, the 

hope is that the comfort of 
home (and family) could 
be just the relaxant they are 
seeking to hit that stride of 
success once again. One 
factor could be that now 
with a couple of postsea-
son playoff games on their 
resume, the five Bruins 
players who appeared in 
their initial postseason last 
Sunday’s game, have shed 
all signs of nerves. The five 
players, James Hagens, Fra-
ser Minten, Marat Khus-
nutdinov, (the former three 
on the same line to start the 
game), plus Mark Kastelic, 
and Jonathan Aspirot, did 
not appear out of place in 
the 4-3 loss to the Buffalo 

Sabres. The Bruins showed 
strong control right out of 
the gate to start this sev-
en-game series, before run-
ning out of gas late in the 
third period of Game One. 
Any team that had such a 
successful regular season 
record as Buffalo (50-23-9), 
was going to be tough in the 
playoffs at some point…as 
the Bruins found out, with 
the Sabres’ first-place finish 
in the Atlantic Division, and 
second place in the Eastern 
Conference,  gave every-
one notice, that Buffalo’s 
15-year stretch of DNQ’s 
(Did Not Qualify) was now 
going to be history. The 
remedy for Boston to move 
into a good position in this 
series is right before their 
very eyes… tighten up the 
defense issues, manage the 
puck better, and bring up 
the shots totals, and most 
important, cover Buffalo’s 
high-scoring Tage Thomp-
son better, and they may 
find better success, and an 
advantageous position in 
the Round One playoffs.

CHS Roundup
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BRUINS Beat  by Bob Morello
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SIMON SCORES 18
POINTS FOR GIRLS 
TRACK

The Chelsea High girls 
outdoor track and field team 
dropped its first meet of the 
season to first-place Revere 
last week, 75-59. A number 
of Lady Red Devils turned 
in superb performances.

Junior track star Thania 
Simon tallied 18 points for 
the Lady Red Devils. Tha-
nia won the 200 dash with 
a sprint of 26.4 seconds, the 
triple jump with a final land-
ing of 35'-7", and the long 
jump with a leap of  16'-
5.5". She also scored three 
points for her second-place 
finish in the 100 dash with a 
time of 12.5.

Hazel Hatleberg won the 
javelin with a throw of 67'-
6" and took second in the 
1-mile with a clocking of 
6:38.1, which was just 0.1 
of a second behind the win-
ning Revere girl.

Aria Green won the dis-

cus with a toss of 65'-3".
Lilly Serrano scored 16 

points with victories in the 
100 meter dash in 12.1, the 
400 dash in 59.9, the high 
jump with a leap of 4'-10", 
and a third in the javelin.

Also scoring points for 
Chelsea were:

-- Kimberly Fuentes 
Chavez with three points 
for her second place finish 
in the 800 meters;

-- Aly Perez took second 
in the 2-mile in 15:03.5; and

-- Dieunie Cademus took 
second places in the shot-
put with a throw of 24'-2" 
and in the discus with a toss 
of 64'-5".

CHS BOYS 
TRACK FALLS
TO REVERE

Although the Chelsea 
High boys outdoor track 
team came up on the short 
end of an 85-43 decision to 
Revere last week, a number 
of Red Devils turned in fine 

performances.
Xavier Guzman topped 

the field in the 400 meter 
dash with a time of 54.5. 

Leeandro Castro won the 
400 hurdles with a time of 
1:03.7 and finished second 
in the 110 hurdles.

Kevin Romero-Molina 
won the discus with a toss 
of 122'-9" and grabbed third 
place in the shot-put.

Gregory Ulloa won the 
long jump with a leap of 
18'-2.5". Greg also grabbed 
a second in the triple jump 
and third in the 100 dash.

Additional point-scorers 
for Chelsea were:

-- David Ponce with a 
third in the 200 dash;

-- Bryan Amaya-Yanes 
with a second in the 800;

-- Carlos Perez-Acosta 
with a third in the 1-mile;

-- Philip Robles with a 
second place in the discus;

-- Aiden Rivas-Ortega 
with a third in the long jump 
and in the triple jump.

NNOOWW  HHIIRRIINNGG
FENWAY PARK

SSAALLEESS  CCRREEWW  NNEEEEDDEEDD
Yawkey Way Report looking 

For GGRREEAATT  people to 
Join our sales crew

Great side gig-Flexible hours
game days at fenway park

To apply call 
661177--441188--77559988

For more information
IG: yawkey_way_report

Massachusetts Department of Transportation reminds 
residents to beware of fraudulent text messages

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation 
(MassDOT) is reminding 
residents to beware of fraud-
ulent text messages which 
ask for payment for tolls or 
violations by using a link 
sent to a person’s cell phone.  
MassDOT divisions will 
never ask for payment at a 
link imbedded into a text 
message.  

“If you receive a text 
message telling you to make 
a payment or that you need 
to act quickly, do not click 
the link. We continue to hear 
disturbing accounts from the 
public that a text message 
scam is continuing,” said 
Colleen Ogilvie, Registrar 
of Motor Vehicles.  “The 
Registry of Motor Vehicles 
(RMV) will never ask for 
payment at a link in a text.  
Recipients should immedi-
ately delete text messages 
saying fines are owed, li-
censes and registration will 
be revoked, or a collection 
agency is being notified 
– these are deceitful and 
fraudulent messages.”

Attempts have been made 

in Massachusetts, and sev-
eral others states to trick in-
dividuals into sharing credit 
card numbers and other sen-
sitive information, directing 
them to websites to pay out-
standing balances. The RMV 
and MassDOT Highway Di-
vision strongly encourage 
customers not to click links 
contained in such messages.  
Unfortunately, scam artists 
have evolved to using more 
believable words and phras-
es in their fraudulent mes-
sages, including, “Per order 
of the Massachusetts Regis-
try of Motor Vehicles,” and 
“This document constitutes 
a formal final demand for 
payment.”  These commu-
nications are all fraudulent 
and should be deleted imme-
diately.

Some of the scam texts 
reference a false regulation 
that allows for license sus-
pension of vehicle registra-
tion revocation, and con-
vey a sense of urgency and 
date deadline, with a link 
to submit payment. Mass-
DOT divisions never request 
payment via text.  Registry 

of Motor Vehicles custom-
ers should go to Mass.Gov/
RMV for online RMV ser-
vices and information about 
their credentials and vehi-
cle owners should contact 
EZDriveMA if they have 
questions at www.EZDrive-
MA.com.

While EZDriveMA will 
utilize text messages to 
notify account holders re-
garding issues with their 
account, such as a low pre-
paid balance, a declined or 
expired credit card on file, or 
a malfunctioning transpon-
der, these messages direct 
customers to the EZDrive-
MA Customer Service Cen-
ter, and do not include links. 
EZDriveMA will never re-
quest payment via text.

Scammers will sometimes 
create links that mimic the 
names and URLs of official 
websites. Customers should 
only use Mass.Gov/RMV 
for online RMV services and 
only use www.EZDriveMA.
com for the payment of tolls 
owed for travel on Massa-
chusetts roadways.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

While we know that 
many of our neighbors in 
the Northeast face hunger 
this year, it’s due to food 
prices, not supply. In the 
past, people went hungry 
because they had no crops 
to harvest at specific times. 
These times have been 
called the “Starving Sea-
son.”

Food Historian, Sarah 
Wassberg Johnson wrote, 
“Historically, the months of 
March and April have been 
the most dangerous time of 
year for eaters in northerly 
climes. A poor harvest or 
improper food preservation 
in the fall could lead to fast-
ing and even starvation by 
May.”

Today, more of us are 
choosing to eat seasonally. 
More people are planting 
gardens or containers, shop-
ping at farmers’ markets, 
joining CSAs, preserving 
our own food, and choos-
ing to buy products with the 
least processing. 

Grow Or Preserve Your 
Own

Last year, Aoide Maga-
zine reported that, “There 

are over 43 million Ameri-
can households with a back-
yard vegetable garden, 51% 
of which preserve food with 
canning. Urban farming has 
seen a 30% growth in the 
last three decades. Ball and 
Kerr reports a 60% growth 
in food canning. Indoor hy-
droponic vertical gardening 
has seen a 3,000 % increase 
over traditional gardening. 
According to Scott’s Mira-
cle Gro, 55% of Americans 
are involved with gardening 
and millions more are plan-
ning to do so.”

During the pandemic, 
we used an AeroGarden to 
grow herbs, and we replen-
ished our scallions from the 
roots of the ones we had. 
Other neighbors began gar-
dening on whatever scale 
their property allowed. Our 
building has had a commu-
nity herb garden on our roof 
deck for many years. Com-
munity Gardens have wait-
ing lists for plots in urban 
areas. In addition to grow-
ing food, the interest in for-
aging has increased with ex-
perts offering guided tours, 
books, and classes.

Why the Change?
Those of us changing our 

food sourcing are doing so 
for a variety of reasons. We 
love supporting local busi-
nesses and shop at places 
that support local produc-
ers. Buying directly from 
nearby farms protects our 
local food system and the 
land devoted to food pro-
duction. 

We also prefer to spend 
our food dollars on options 
with lower food miles, 
since shipping consumes a 
myriad of other resources. 
The time from the moment 
a product is picked, pro-
cessed, packed, stored, and 
shipped affects flavor and 
nutrition.

In turn, this also means 
that large-scale producers 
must choose specific quali-
ties in the varieties of food 
they grow. Flavor and nutri-
tion are not at the top of the 
list. An article for farmers 
from Michigan State Uni-
versity advises, “Selecting 
the right seed for your farm 
starts and stops with profit-
ability. You want to select 
two or three varieties that 
are adaptable and will max-
imize yields on your farm. 
When selecting varieties, 
the top two criteria should 
be yield potential, followed 

by disease resistance.”
By moving toward sea-

sonal eating and choosing 
the most local options, we 
can enjoy more flavor and 
nutrition. It can also be bud-
get-friendly. We choose not 
to buy the expensive new 
varieties of strawberries 
grown for flavor. We wait 
until strawberry season ar-

rives and buy local berries 
every week until the season 
ends. 

As the summer farmers’ 
markets reopen, we’ll visit 
twice a week and base our 
diet on what is in season. 
We’ll have asparagus in ev-
ery way we can find. We’ll 
cherish the first radishes. 
Our meat and take-out se-

lections will come from the 
vendors who supply those 
items to round out our mar-
ket experience. 

Do you have a question 
or topic for Fresh & Local? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.

Special to the Transcript

Local leaders gathered on 
Friday, April 17, to break 
ground on the restoration 
of the historic McKinley 
School, a project that will 
soon serve as the high-tech 
nerve center for Winthrop’s 
emergency services.

The defunct building at 
65 Yeamans Street is being 
transformed into a mixed-
use facility anchored by 
the Metro North Regional 
Emergency Communica-
tions Center (MNRECC). 
The center represents a land-
mark partnership between 
the Town of Winthrop, the 
City of Chelsea, and the 
City of Revere to modernize 
public safety infrastructure 
across the region.

A Major Leap for Local 
Public Safety

For Winthrop, the move 
to a regional dispatch mod-
el is expected to unlock vi-
tal state funding, centralize 
municipal costs, and signifi-
cantly expand emergency 
response capacity.

Winthrop Town Manager 
Tony Marino, who attended 
the ceremony alongside Re-

vere Mayor Patrick Keefe 
and Chelsea City Manag-
er Fidel Maltez, noted that 
the transition has been a 
long-standing priority for 
the town.

“Our chiefs at the time 
came to me and said we 
needed a new communi-
ty and we needed to get in 
a RECC center,” Marino 
said, noting that the project 
has been on the radar since 
2022. “We were able to get 
across the finish line when 
Mayor Keefe got elected 
and Fidel came over from 
Reading.”

Regional Collaboration
The project is being 

hailed as a model for in-
ter-municipal cooperation. 
By sharing a “tier-one” 
dispatch facility, the three 
communities can leverage 
state-of-the-art technology 
that might be cost-prohibi-
tive for a single municipal-
ity to maintain alone.

The groundbreaking was 
attended by a large contin-
gent of regional officials, in-
cluding State Senator Lydia 
Edwards and State Repre-
sentative Jeffrey R. Turco, 
both of whom represent 

Winthrop and were instru-
mental in securing support 
for the initiative.

“This project is a perfect 
example of what we can 
achieve through creative 
municipal planning and 
strong regional partner-
ships,” said Mayor Patrick 
Keefe. “We are transform-
ing [this space] into a hub 
that will keep our residents 
safe... for generations to 
come.”

Preservation and  
Education

In addition to the re-
gional dispatch center, the 
100-year-old McKinley 
School building will house 
an early childhood edu-

cation center for Revere 
Public Schools. The rede-
velopment is a landmark 
preservation project, utiliz-
ing the existing architectur-
al structure to meet modern 
community needs.

Representative Jeffrey 
R. Turco, a former student 
at the McKinley School, 

expressed his excitement at 
seeing the building return 
to life as a centerpiece for 
the community, bridging his 
priorities of education and 
public safety.

Looking Ahead
The facility is slated to 

open in 2027, coinciding 
with the 100th anniversary 

of the building’s last major 
renovation in 1927. Once 
operational, the MNRECC 
will streamline communi-
cations between Winthrop’s 
first responders and their 
neighbors, ensuring faster, 
more coordinated responses 
to regional emergencies.

PPHHOOTTOOSS  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  AALLLL  IINNFFOO  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD

EEmmaaiill  yyoouurr  DDrraawwiinnggss  ttoo  
PPRROOMMOO@@RREEVVEERREEJJOOUURRNNAALL..CCOOMM

PPlleeaassee  iinncclluuddee  ffiirrsstt  nnaammeess  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  pphhoottoo..

Taking the picture 
with your phone?

Just scan here and attach 
the photo to the email 

that is generated!

THURSDAY
MAY 6th

PHOTOS PUBLISHED

Draw Your Mom!
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother

with Pens, Pencils, Markers Or Crayons, Use Colors

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!
SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

DEADLINE to submit is MAY 3!DEADLINE to submit is MAY 3!

Fresh and Local

Seasonal eating these days

Former Shurtleff Junior High School sports star David Resca (right) attended the celebrating 
honoring his friend, James P. Lamanna (second from left) on his appointment as the new Lynn 
city clerk. Also pictured at the party at the Italian American Citizens Club are Jay Shanahan and 
Rocco Ricci.

FORMER SHURTLEFF JUNIOR HIGH SPORTS
STAR DAVID RESCA ATTENDS EVENT IN LYNN

Massachusetts Department of Transportation reminds 
residents to beware of fraudulent text messages

Marino joins regional partners to break ground on new emergency dispatch center
State-of-the-art facility to house MNRECC, serving 

Chelsea, Winthrop, and Revere

Dr. Dianne Kelley,  Revere Mayor Patrick Keefe, Winthrop Town Manager Tony Marino and Chel-
sea City Manager Fidel Maltez shown breaking ground with the ceremonial shovels.

ADAM SWIFT PHOTO

Chelsea City Manager Fidel 
Maltez.
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LEGAL NOTICE 

CORRECTED
NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2026-01

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 500 
Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the application of:
320 Revere Beach Realty, LLC.
For Special Permit and Variance 
approval for the construction of a 
sixty-seven (67) residential dwelling 
unit structures which does not meet 
the requirements for minimum lot 
size, off-street parking spaces, min-
imum side yard setback, maximum 
density, maximum height, maxi-
mum number of stories, minimum 
rear yard setback, minimum usable 
open space, minimum lot size per 
unit and minimum access aisle 
width at the premises known as: 
320 Revere Beach Realty
A copy of the application and 
petition is available for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during normal 
business hours:  Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon

4/23/26, 4/30/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2026-02

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 500 
Broadway
6:00 p.m.

With reference to the application of:
The Cavallo Corporation | Ronald 
J. Cavallo
For Special Permit and Variance 
seeking approval for the construc-
tion of a two-family wood frame 
dwelling which does not meet the 
minimum requirements for lot size, 
side yard, front yard, open space 
and frontage. The petition meets 
the required number of off-street 
parking; however, the parking spac-
es encroach on required rear and 
side yard setbacks as well as access 
aisle at the premises known as:
88 Springvale Avenue
A copy of the application and 
petition is available for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during normal 
business hours:  Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon

4/23/26, 4/30/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2026-03

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 500 
Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the application of:
Jeffrey Drago
For Special Permit and Vari-
ance seeking approval for the 
construction of a six-family dwelling 
structure which does not meet the 
requirements for minimum lot 
area, off-street parking, minimum 
required frontage, maximum 
building height, minimum front 
yard setback, minimum side yard 
setback, maximum lot coverage and 
maximum floor area ratio at the 
premises known as:
82 Cherry Street
A copy of the application and 
petition is available for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during normal 

business hours:  Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon

4/23/26, 4/30/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2026-04

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 500 
Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the application of:
Habitats for Humanity – Greater 
Boston
For Special Permit and Variance 
seeking approval for the construc-
tion of a four family dwelling 
structure which does not meet the 
requirements for minimum lot size, 
minimum floor area ratio, maxi-
mum lot coverage, minimum side 
yard setback, minimum open space 
and minimum required off-street 
parking at the premises known as: 
41-43 Orange Street
A copy of the application and 
petition is available for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during normal 
business hours:  Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon

4/23/26, 4/30/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF APPEAL HEARING
Case No. 2026-05

Notice is given in accordance 
with Section 23A, 23B and 23C, 

Chapter 39 of the General Laws of 
Massachusetts and the Massachu-
setts Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that 
a Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will be 
held on:
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 500 
Broadway
6:00 p.m.
with reference to the appeal by:
Meridian Wharf Condominiums | 
Trust c/o Tanya D. Trevisan, Esq., 
Mirrione, Shaughnessy & Uitti, LLC
As a notice of appeal of the 
refusal and/or failure of the City 
of Chelsea Building Commissioner 
to enforce the off-street parking 
requirements of the §34-283 of the 
Zoning Ordinance at the premises 
known as: 
5 Winnisimmet Street
A copy of the application and 
petition is available for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during normal 
business hours:  Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon

4/23/26, 4/30/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2026-06

Notice is hereby given in accordance 
with the Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 12, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 500 
Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the application of:
Usman Aslam
For Variance seeking approval 
for the construction of a new one 
family home which does not meet 
the minimum requirement for lot 
area at the premises known as:  
9 Madison Avenue
A copy of the application and 
petition is available for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during normal 

business hours:  Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to noon

4/23/26, 4/30/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CPS – PLUMBING SERVICES
The City of Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
through its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “CPS - PLUMBING 
SERVICES”.
Invitation for Bids will be available 
on or after April 23, 2026 by vis-
iting the City’s website at https://
www.chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___solic-
itations.php.   
Bids must be sealed and clearly 
marked “CPS – CPS PLUMBING SER-
VICES” and submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement Officer, 
City Hall, 500 Broadway Room 204, 
Chelsea, Massachusetts no later 
than 10:30AM on May 14, 2026.
General bidders must be certified 
by the Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance 
(DCAMM) –PLUMBING category 
and must submit a current DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and signed 
DCAMM Prime Update Statement.
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a certified check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust company.  
Or a bid bond duly executed by the 
bidder as principal and having as 
surety thereon a surety company 
approved by the City, all in the 
amount of 5% of the bid payable to 
the "City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea reserves the 
right to accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all proposals and to 
waive minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minority 
Business Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified women and 
minority business firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is in accor-
dance with M.G.L. 149.
Ledia Koco
Chief Procurement Officer

4/23/26
CH

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A VIRTUAL DESIGN 
PUBLIC HEARING

Project Description: Chelsea – 
Bridge Superstructure Replacement 
C-09-013, Washington Avenue, 
Carter Street & County Road/
Route 1
Project File No. 608952
A Virtual Design Public Hearing will 
be hosted on the MassDOT website 
below to present the design for the 
proposed project in Chelsea, MA.
WHEN:  6 p.m.on Tuesday April 
28, 2026
PURPOSE:  The purpose of this 
hearing is to provide the public with 
the opportunity to become fully ac-
quainted with the proposed project. 
All views and comments submitted 
in response to the hearing will be 
reviewed and considered to the 
maximum extent possible.
PROPOSAL:  The proposed project 
consists of replacing the super-
structure of the bridge connecting 
Washington Avenue, County Road, 
and Carter Street over US Route 
1 in Chelsea. The work involves a 
phased sequence of partial detours 
for vehicles, bicycles, and pedestri-
ans through this area to facilitate 
construction of the new superstruc-
ture. The new superstructure will 
result in a safer intersection at 
Washington Avenue, County Road, 
and Carter Street; an improved bus 
stop on southbound Washington 
Avenue at Reynolds Avenue; and 
a new landscaped plaza over US 
Route 1. The project also includes 
improved bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure over US Route1 and 
through the project area.
A secure right-of-way is necessary 
for this project. Acquisitions in fee 
and permanent or temporary ease-
ments may be required. The City of 

Chelsea is responsible for acquiring 
all needed rights in private or public 
lands. MassDOT’s policy concerning 
land acquisitions will be presented 
in the hearing.
Project inquiries, written statements 
and other exhibits regarding the 
proposed undertaking may be 
submitted to Carrie E. Lavallee, P.E., 
Chief Engineer, via e-mail to Mass-
DOTProjectManagement@dot.state.
ma.us or via US Mail to Suite 7550, 
10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, 
Attention: Project Management, 
Project File No. 608952. Statements 
and exhibits intended for inclusion 
in the hearing transcript must be 
emailed or postmarked no later 
than ten (10) business days (14 
calendar days) after the hearing 
is hosted.
This hearing is accessible to people 
with disabilities. MassDOT provides 
reasonable accommodations and/or 
language assistance free of charge 
upon request (e.g interpreters 
in American Sign Language and 
languages other than English, live 
captioning, videos, assistive listen-
ing devices and alternate material 
formats), as available.  For accom-
modation or language assistance, 
please contact MassDOT’s Chief 
Diversity and Civil Rights Officer 
by phone (857-368-8580),  TTD/
TTY at (857) 266-0603, fax (857) 
368-0602 or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  
Requests should be made as soon 
as possible and prior to the hearing, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten business days 
before the hearing.  
This hearing will be hosted, or a 
cancellation announcement posted, 
on the internet at https://www.
mass.gov/orgs/highway-division/
events.
JONATHAN GULLIVER                                                                                     
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
CHIEF ENGINEER

4/16/26, 4/23/26
C

 - legals@chelsearecord.com

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS 
TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

Give the Gift of 

Name_______________________________________

City__________________ State ____ ZIP___________

Address_________________________________________
________________________________________

Clip this and mail in or stop by the office 8:30AM - 5PM
The Independent Newspapers

385 Broadway, Suite 105 
Revere, MA  02151

For more information call us at 781-485-0588

A year’s subscription to 
The Revere Journal, 

The Chelsea Record or 
The Winthrop Sun-Transcript. 

$26 in town or $50 for out of town.

Hometown News

40 70

Congratulations to the newly inducted members of the Brother Gilbert Chapter of the National 
Honor Society! A special ceremony was recently held to honor the new members alongside 
their families and celebrate this meaningful achievement.

Malden Catholic News and Notes

BROTHER GILBERT NHS INDUCTION CEREMONY

MC’s 4th Annual International Culture Night was a success, made possible by the support of our 
students, volunteers, and families.
The evening featured an engaging, interactive drumming session led by Kera Washington of Zili 
Misik, a traditional Vietnamese Lion Dance performed by MC siblings An and Vincent Nguyen 
(Kitô Vua), and an electrifying dance routine by the talented Phunk Phenomenon.
Guests also enjoyed a delicious cultural potluck, providing the perfect ending to a memorable 
night of community, culture, and celebration.

CELEBRATING CULTURE AND COMMUNITY
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CLEANING

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

RAY’S LANDSCAPING
Full Service Yard Care

Edging-Weeding-Trimming
Cleanup-New Lawn-Fences

Patio-Pavers-Concrete-Brick

781-526-1181
Please Call Ray 

FREE same day estimates

Jim Costello
LAWN CARE
617-962-5621

Reasonable rates
          Senior 

Discount

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E 

SEND US YOUR 
NEWS

The Record 

encourages 

residents to submit 

engagement, 

wedding and birth 

announcements, 

news releases, 

business and 

education briefs, 

sports stories 

and photos 

for publication. 

Items should be 

forwarded to our 

offices at 385 

Broadway, Revere, 

MA 02151.  We also 

encourage readers 

to e-mail news 

releases and photos 

to 

stephen.quigley@

reverejournal.com

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE 

Maronski, Richard	 Carrasco Ft	 118 Cook Ave	 $330,000

Pignoni, Francesca	 Gomes, Josefina M	 165 Cottage St #410	 $415,000

Sable, Alexander	 Grozdanovski, Dejana	 175 Cottage St #312	 $375,000

Abj 201 Maple Spv LLC	 Emerald Corporate Ctr LL	 201 Maple St	 $134,500,000

Chestnut Root 23-5 LLC	 Hannon, James	 23 Chestnut St #5L	 $431,000

Olivar, Jose	 Menendez, Felix D	 24 Hooper St	 $696,000

Caasi, Ericalyn D	 Kodali, Srikiran	 86 Blossom St #1	 $749,000

Real Estate Transfers

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Revere
1 or 2 Bedroom Walk-In Apartment
Driveway
Cable/Internet ready
1 bed $1800
2 Bed $2300
Heat incl. No Pets. No Smoking
Call Angelo @ 781-289-7085

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport), in 
partnerships with Lyft and 
Uber, is launching new 
scheduled urban shuttle ser-
vices at Boston Logan In-
ternational Airport, offering 
travelers a more affordable, 
predictable, and efficient 
way to get to and from the 
airport. These services start 
on Thursday, April 16th.

The new services, avail-
able through the Lyft and 
Uber platforms, allow pas-
sengers to book individual 
seats on high-occupancy 
shared vans operating along 
fixed routes and schedules 
between Boston and sever-
al popular locations in and 
around the city.

“I want to thank both 
Lyft and Uber individually 
for collaborating with us on 
these new shared shuttles to 
and from Boston Logan,” 
said Rich Davey, CEO of 

Massport. “These are great 
options for both residents 
and visitors as they link the 
airport to popular locations. 
They give our passengers 
more flexibility through 
affordable and reliable 
transportation options. This 
initiative helps us advance 
our efforts to increase HOV 
travel, ease congestion, and 
improve efficiency across 
the airport.”

Unlike traditional ride-
share options, these shut-
tle services are designed to 
group multiple passengers 
into a single trip, with des-
ignated pickup and drop-off 
locations. This approach 
helps move more passen-
gers in fewer vehicles, re-
ducing congestion on the 
regional roadway network 
at the terminal curbs, while 
providing a reliable, low-
er-cost option for travelers. 
Not only will passengers 

take advantage of a lower 
cost ride, they will also get a 
“Ticket to Skip” where they 
jump to the head of the TSA 
security line.

The introduction of urban 
shuttle services builds on a 
series of initiatives aimed 
at encouraging shared and 
sustainable ground trans-
portation options at Boston 
Logan. Massport continues 
to evaluate and implement 
strategies that support HOV 
travel, reduce emissions, 
and make better use of lim-
ited curb space, ensuring the 
airport can accommodate 
growing passenger demand 
while maintaining a reliable 
and efficient experience.

“Boston has always been 
a city that embraces smart-
er, more connected ways to 
get around, and we’re proud 
to be part of that tradition. 
This shuttle service is about 
giving real people a reli-

able, affordable way to get 
to Logan — whether you’re 
a daily commuter, a first-
time traveler, or just trying 
to avoid the headache of 
airport parking. We believe 
the future of transportation 
is shared, and partnerships 
like this one with Massport 
are how we make that future 
real for the communities we 
serve,” said Yuko Yamaza-
ki, head of driver at Lyft.

Lyft will provide services 
along these routes:

Lyft Shuttle: Por-
ter-Somerville-Lechmere

• Stops: Porter Square, 
Cambria Hotel-Somerville, 
Lechmere, Logan Airport

• Service Hours: 7am-
6pm, 7 days per week

• Frequency: 60 minutes
Lyft Shuttle: Por-

ter-Somerville-Lechmere
• Stops: Porter Square, 

Cambria Hotel-Somerville, 
Lechmere, Logan Airport

• Service Hours: 7am-
6pm, 7 days per week

• Frequency: 60 minutes
“Following the success of 

our Uber Shuttle product at 
other major airports, we’re 
proud to bring Uber Shuttle 
to Boston ahead of what’s 
expected to be a busy travel 
season. By adding a sched-
uled, lower-cost transpor-
tation option, we’re giving 
people more choice in how 
they travel. We know how 
much riders value the ease 
and convenience of Uber 
Shuttle, and we’re excited 
for Bostonians and travel-
ers alike to experience it 
for themselves,” said Andy 
Jeninga, General Manag-
er of Airports & Travel at 
Uber. 

Uber will provide ser-
vices along the following 
routes:

Uber Shuttle: Central 
Boston

• Stops: Allston, Bos-
ton University/Kenmore 
Square, North Station, Lo-
gan Airport

• Service Hours: 
2pm-midnight, 7 days per 
week

• Frequency: 30 minutes
Uber Shuttle: Cambridge
• Stops: Porter Square, 

Havard Square, MIT/Ken-
dall Square, Logan Airport

• Service Hours: 
2pm-midnight, 7 days per 
week

• Frequency: 30 minutes
The Massachusetts Port 

Authority (Massport) owns 
and operates Boston Logan 
International Airport, public 
terminals in the Port of Bos-
ton, Hanscom Field, and 
Worcester Regional Air-
port. For more information, 
please visit massport.com.

Lyft and Uber launch new shuttle model at Boston Logan 
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The City of Chelsea ded-
icated a new park on Con-
gress Avenue Saturday in 
memory of one of youth 
sports’ greatest ambassa-
dors, the late James “Bear” 
Burke.

Mr. Burke, who passed 
away in 2018, mentored 
and coached many Chelsea 
athletes as the leader of the 
Pirates team in the Chelsea 
Youth Baseball League, also 
known as the Pony League. 
Mr. Burke later took an im-
pactful leadership role in 
youth football. He was also 
a long-time advisor to Ex-
plorer Post 109.

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez said the idea for building 
a park on the long-vacated 
site was a collaborative ef-
fort between the city and 
GreenRoots.

“This place is going to 
be a park that is going to 
be celebrated by the neigh-
borhood,” said Maltez. “It’s 
adding a lot of light and joy 
to a lot of kids in this area. 
It was very clear what the 
name of this park was going 
to be.”

Maltez said it was City 
Councilor Giovanni Recu-
pero, who recommended 
the park be dedicated in 
memory of James “Bear” 
Burke.

 “This is a great person,” 
said Recupero, pointing to 
a photo of Mr. Burke that 
was on display at the cere-
mony. “If anyone deserves 
anything named after him, 
it would be this gentleman. 
This gentleman only did 
great things for the City of 
Chelsea. He helped my chil-
dren and many, many other 
children. No one is more 
deserving of this honor.”

Recupero said Mr. Burke 
lived on Congress Avenue 
“and he was part of this 
community his whole life.”

Nancy Burke, sister-in-
law of Mr. Burke, spoke on 
behalf of the family.

“James “Bear” Burke 
was a lifelong Chelsea resi-
dent who dedicated himself 
to the youth of the city,” 
said Nancy. “Bear’s love of 
sports and family motivated 
him to volunteer countless 
hours to help other young 
people enjoy sports in Chel-
sea.”

Burke noted that her 
brother-in-law worked for 
many years for the city’s 
Department of Public 
Works until his retirement. 

He was also a member of 
the Knights of Columbus.

“Uncle Jimmy was the 
epitome of Chelsea, a true 
Chelsea legend. He was a 
big man with an even big-
ger heart. Jimmy was kind 
with a gentle demeanor and 
quick wit. He was nick-
named “The Bear,” for his 
size, but he was a gentle gi-
ant,” said Nancy.

And that gentle giant 
now has a park named in 
his honor, close to the area 
in which he resided. It is 
much-deserved recognition 

for a lifetime of kindness 
and bringing joy to others, 
especially young athletes.

“This world needs more 
Uncle Jimmys, yet there 
will never be another Bear,” 
said Nancy. “He was one of 
a kind and made a lasting 
impression on the City of 

Chelsea.”
On behalf of the en-

tire family, Nancy Burke 
thanked the people of Chel-
sea “for honoring his lega-
cy by naming this new park 
right next to his home in 
the neighborhood where he 
lived his whole life, in Chel-
sea, which he loved.”
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston District 1 City Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata 
held a hearing to review prog-
ress and identify further oppor-
tunities to address drink spiking 
and drug-facilitated sexual as-
sault. Coletta Zapata sponsored 
the hearing to review the City’s 
ongoing efforts on this issue, 
examine updated data on sus-
pected drink spiking incidents, 
and assess remaining service 
gaps in testing, reporting, sur-
vivor care, and prevention. The 
hearing also explored opportu-
nities to align municipal strate-
gies with pending state legisla-
tion and national best practices. 
The discussion was timely par-
ticularly in the midst of St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebrations.

“Public safety means ensur-
ing people can enjoy our city 
without worrying that their 
drink could be tampered with. 
Boston has taken important 
steps to address the challenges 
of drink spiking, but the burden 
of prevention should never fall 
on victims. Our focus must be 
on preventing these incidents 

in the first place and ensuring 
clear pathways to care and sup-
port when they do occur,” said 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata. “By bringing everyone 
to the table from restaurants and 
bars to hospitals and community 
organizations we can strengthen 
prevention, provide business-
es with the tools to protect pa-
trons, and improve the support 
systems available to survivors. I 
look forward to continuing this 
important conversation.”

During the hearing, Council-
ors heard from representatives 
of the Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Prevention Initiative 
at the Boston Public Health 
Commission, Boston Police 
Department, the Boston Li-
censing Board, and the Office 
of Nightlife Economy. Boston 
Police officials highlighted their 
ongoing work the past three 
years in addressing drink spik-
ing incidents, sharing they’ve 
taken steps to combat the issue 
through training, tracking, pub-
lic awareness, and partnerships. 
They also stressed the need for 
collaboration among govern-
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Residents lined the streets 
on Sunday, March 15 for 
the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.

Mayor Michelle Wu (pho-
to right) marched in the 
parade and stopped often 
along the way to take some 
pictures with parade watch-
ers. See Pages 4 and 5 for 
more photos.

Coletta Zapata holds hearing 
on drink spiking in Boston

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
joined colleagues and advo-
cates at Portal to Hope’s “Talk 
Priorities with Legislators” 
event at the Medford Police 
Department. DiDomenico and 

the other panelists discussed 
programs from local nonprofits 
that support victims of domes-
tic violence and how legislators 
can support their efforts with 
funding and legislation. The 
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EHS Program & Web Development students earn 
industry certification through ADAGE partnership 

Sen. DiDomenico speaks at 
Portal to Hope’s legislator panel

Senator Sal DiDomenico speaking on a panel alongside legislators 
and advocates at the Medford Police Department.

Special to the Independent

Students enrolled in Everett 
High School’s Programming & 
Web Development Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
program recently completed 
a series of industry-aligned 
technology courses through a 
partnership with the University 
of Massachusetts Boston Ad-
dressing Digital Access Gaps 
in Education (ADAGE) pro-
gram. ADAGE course partici-
pation resulted in professional 
certifications, hands-on learn-
ing with industry experts, and 
brand-new laptops provided at 
no cost to students.

“This partnership has been 
an unequivocal success,” said 
Superintendent William D. 
Hart.  “Our students are receiv-
ing top-notch instruction and 
earning certifications that can 
lead to opportunity and em-
ployment. We can’t ask more 
than that from any organization 

we partner with to help prepare 
our CTE students for college 
and/or the workforce.”

Through the ADAGE part-
nership, Everett High School 
(EHS) students completed 
multiple college-level and ca-
reer-ready technology courses, 
including Apple Swift pro-
gramming and an introductory 
course in artificial intelligence. 
Students were taught and men-
tored by professionals from Ap-
ple, Google, and IBM, gaining 
direct exposure to real-world 
applications of computer sci-
ence and emerging technolo-
gies. Students who successfully 
completed the program also re-
ceived a new MacBook laptop. 
Additionally, several students 
are continuing their learning 
through scholarships to com-
plete the Google Cybersecurity 
Certificate, facilitated through 
ADAGE’s partnership with 
RaicesCyber.

“I’m grateful for receiving 
the new [laptop]. I’ll be going 
to college next year, and it will 
help me get ready for that,” said 
senior Promit Baidya.  “I’m 
considering going to UMa-
ss Boston since this program 
showed me how many things 
interest me there.”

“The courses offered with 
ADAGE gave us a new per-
spective that there are many 
opportunities in tech outside 
of what you would normally 
think, including management 
and other careers” said senior 
Gabriel Fernandes Mendes 
Gonzada. “It made me realize 
how many different jobs exist 
in technology.”

Programming & Web Devel-
opment instructors emphasized 
the real-world relevance of the 
experience. “This partnership 
gave our students access to 

Several Everett High School students recently completed the CTE program.

See CTE Page 4

Council meeting rule change 
advances through committee

By Cary Shuman

The City Council’s Legis-
lative Affairs Committee has 
unanimously approved Coun-
cilor-at-Large Katy Rogers’ 
proposal to change the pub-
lic speaking format at council 
meetings. 

Committee Chair Michael 
Marchese and Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Anthony DiPierro joined 
Rogers in voting for the rule 
change which would grant 
speakers a total of three min-
utes to comment on agenda and 
non-agenda items at council 
meetings. Currently, speak-
ers have separate two-minute 
opportunities to comment on 
agenda and non-agenda items 
for a total of four minutes.

Rogers offered the reasons 
for her proposal during the 
committee meeting.

“The goal of this piece is 
to condense public partici-
pation to one 3-minute list, 
so that way we’re not sepa-
rating whether it’s agenda or 
non-agenda,” said Rogers. “We 
recently had an example where 
a woman came up to speak on 
a non-agenda item relating to 
the snow emergency, and she 
had to wait for about two hours 
until the end of the meeting. 
For full transparency and con-
sistency across our govern-
ment – school committee does 
three minutes as well – I think 
it should be a simple 3-min-
ute list, whether it’s agenda or 
non-agenda, it should just be 
freedom of speech. That’s the 
point of this initiative.”

City councilors will vote 
whether to adopt the rule 
change at an upcoming meet-
ing.

Special to the Journal

The Revere Public 
Schools elementary school 
communities came togeth-
er last Thursday night for 
a spirited Dodgeball Tour-
nament fundraiser that 
combined friendly compe-
tition with a strong sense 
of community. Organized 
collaboratively by the PTA/
PTO organizations from 
all six elementary schools, 
the event brought teachers, 
staff, families, and sup-
porters together for an eve-
ning of fun at Revere High 
School.

Each school fielded a 
team made up of teachers 
and staff, competing in a 

round-robin-style tourna-
ment where every team 
faced off once. Represent-
ing their schools were Lin-
coln’s Abe’s Aces, Whel-
an’s Whale Force One, Paul 
Revere’s Midnight Riders, 
Beachmont’s The Killer 
Bees, Hill’s Hill Hotshots, 
and Garfield’s Gary’s Ga-

tors. After an excit-

ing series of matchups, the 
two teams with the most 
wins—Beachmont and 
Garfield—advanced to the 
championship round, a best 
two-out-of-three show-
down. Beachmont’s Killer 
Bees clinched the title in the 
first two rounds, earning the 

By Adam Swift

The city council ap-
proved a special permit for 
the conversion of a three-
unit residential building at 
95 Stanton Ave. to a nine-
unit, four-story residen-
tial building at last week’s 
meeting.

Counc i l lo r-a t -La rge 
Michelle Kelley cast the 
lone vote against the spe-
cial permit, stating that the 
conversion would triple the 
number of units on the lot, 
adding to problems like 
traffic and overdevelopment 
in the city.

“This project is for the 
improvement of 95 Stanton 
Ave., which currently con-

tains a century-old apart-
ment building which has 
fallen into disrepair,” said 
Nancy O’Neill, the attorney 
representing the developer 
of the property. “Our pro-
posal tonight is to create a 
new, aesthetically pleasing 
structure on the lot, which 
will improve the appear-
ance of this tired section 
of American Legion High-
way.”

O’Neill said the building 
will feature an improved ar-
chitectural facade, as well 
as new trees and landscap-
ing.

“The size and scale of 
the building are consistent 

Council discusses 
meeting security

REVERE BEACH 
TO HOST ANNUAL 
POLAR PLUNGE FOR 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ON MARCH 21

Get ready to freeze for a 
cause! On Saturday, March 
21, hundreds of brave par-
ticipants will gather at the 
historic Revere Beach for 
the 2026 Revere Polar 
Plunge. This high-energy 
event, formerly known as 
the Nahant Polar Plunge, 
invites community mem-
bers to take a chilly dip in 
the Atlantic Ocean to raise 
vital funds and awareness 
for Special Olympics Mas-
sachusetts.

The festivities will take 
place at the Reinstein Band-
stand (350 Revere Beach 
Boulevard). Registration 
and check-in begin at 10 
a.m., followed by the of-
ficial Plunge at 12 noon. 
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“We Stand Together”
In State of the City 

Address, Mayor 
Keefe highlights 
unity and good  
government as  

city’s path forward
By Adam Swift

While the nation as a 
whole may seem at times 
hopelessly politically di-
vided, Mayor Patrick Keefe 
highlighted themes of unity 
at the annual State of the 
City address.

Keefe delivered the ad-
dress at the Susan B. An-
thony Middle School on 
Wednesday, March 11, 
reeling off the names of 
longstanding and new lo-
cal businesses, city leaders, 
programs, and residents 
who all fit with the “Good 
Government” theme of his 
speech.

During the speech, Keefe 
highlighted the city’s invest-
ments in housing affordabil-
ity, modernized public safe-
ty, economic growth, and 
education.

“When we are divided, 

we are not looking forward. 
When we are divided, we 
are not seeing clearly at all. 
I often think that it is inten-
tional, creating a divide, and 
will not fall into the trap. I 
choose to bring us closer 
together rather than pull us 
apart,” Keefe said. “We are 

Revere, where the best ex-
ample of good government 
marches in step with its peo-
ple.”

On the theme of housing 
and affordability, the mayor 
highlighted several afford-

ADAM SWIFT PHOTO

State Senator Lydia Edwards, State Representative Jeff Turco, 
First Lady Jennifer Keefe, Mayor Patrick Keefe, and State Rep-
resentative Jessica Giannino.

See STATE OF THE CITY Page 8

By Adam Swift

The city council is going 
to look at the cost of ensur-
ing there is a police officer 
on duty in its chambers for 
all meetings.

At last week’s meeting, 
Councillors Joanne McK-
enna and Angela Guari-
no-Sawaya introduced a 
motion asking the mayor to 
request the police depart-
ment have a police officer 
on duty for all council meet-
ings.

According to the motion, 
the request was to ensure 
that the meetings are con-
ducted in a safe, orderly, 
and secure environment.

Council President Antho-
ny Zambuto moved the mo-
tion to the ways and means 
subcommittee for further 
discussion on the financial 
impact of the request.

“I want to address a safe-
ty concern regarding our 
city council meetings,” 
McKenna said at last week’s 
meeting. “On March 2 and 
tonight, a meeting had to go 
into recess because a man 
who currently has a tres-
passing order against him 

entered city hall and came 
into the chambers and sat in 
the front row. This is not the 
first time this order has been 
violated by this man.”

McKenna said police 
were called and the man 
was removed about 10 min-
utes later.

“Thankfully, the situa-
tion ended peacefully, but 
it raises an important ques-
tion about safety for ev-
eryone in this room,” said 
McKenna. “Our meetings 
can sometimes be heated 
and confrontational; that 
is a part of democracy and 
people have a right to ex-
press their views. Howev-
er, without police presence 
during these meetings, there 
is very little protection if the 
situation escalates quickly; 
it only takes a few seconds 
for something serious to 
happen.”

Council members, staff, 
and the public should feel 
safe when attending the 
council meetings, she add-
ed.

“I strongly believe hav-
ing a police officer present 

See SECURITY Page 2

Council approves special 
permit for Stanton Avenue 
apartment building 

Beachmont School reigns supreme 
in citywide dodgeball tournament

The team, Beachmont Killer Bees holding their hands 
and trophy high in celebration after winning the 
dogeball tournament.  
Shown to the right, a young fan cheers on her favorite 
team.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Rep. Jessica Giannino joins Mayor Patrick Keefe and First 
Lady Jennifer Keefe for a photo at the fundraiser inside 
Murray’s Tavern. See more photos on Page 12.

MMAAYYOORR  HHOOSSTTSS  SSTT..  PPAADDDDYY’’SS  
DDAAYY  BBAASSHH  AATT  MMUURRRRAAYY’’SS

By Adam Swift

Work is getting under-
way on the construction of 
a coastal dune on Yirrell 
Beach.

The construction of the 
coastal dune is part of the 
Yirrell Beach manage-
ment plan, which aims to 
maintain public access for 
swimming and recreation, 
maintain and protect the 

shorebird nesting habitat, 
and maintain the beach 
functions of storm damage 
prevention and flood con-
trol because it fronts the 
only transportation route to 
the Deer Island Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. 

“Given the harsh winter, 
we are starting later than 
anticipated and will work 
to install as much as pos-
sible before April 1, 2026, 

when we need to get off the 
beach for the Piping Plo-
vers,” stated Town Manager 
Tony Marino in his report 
to the town council at last 
week’s meeting. “Once the 
sand is installed, we will 
begin planting the vegeta-
tion, which will help hold 
the dune in place during in-
clement weather.”

Special to the Transcript

Winthrop educators 
packed the stands at Win-
throp Middle School Thurs-
day night for the “Full Court 
Frenzy,” a spirited basket-
ball event where teachers 
and staff came together to 
cheer on their colleagues 
and celebrate the communi-

ty they serve. The event also 
highlighted one of the many 
ways Winthrop educators 
volunteer their time outside 
the classroom in support of 
their students, and why they 
feel so demoralized by their 
193rd day without a con-
tract.

From academic enrich-
ments and school social 

events to mentoring stu-
dents after hours, educators 
across Winthrop devote 
countless unpaid hours to 
making schools vibrant 
places for student learning. 
Thursday’s event served as 
both a celebration of that 

By Adam Swift

During last week’s town 
council meeting, Public 
Works Director Steve Cal-
la and Town Manager Tony 
Marino gave a detailed 
presentation on the town’s 
preparation and response to 
the blizzard that hit the re-
gion at the end of February.

Much of the focus was on 
the seven water main breaks 
in the town, and the steps 
that were taken to address 
those breaks and restore ser-
vice to the town.

Several councilors and 
residents praised the actions 
taken by the public works 
department to address the 
many issues caused by the 
storms. However, there 
were concerns raised that 
the town has not stepped 
up to address the long-term 
issues that have affected the 
parts of town hit by the wa-
ter main breaks and flooded 
basements for years.

Calla said the pre-storm 
preparation that weekend 
included putting a parking 
ban into effect on Sunday 
evening, checking equip-
ment and confirming when 
DPW personnel would ar-
rive for storm operations, 
and conducting a number 
of calls with the DCR about 
the length of time it planned 
on closing the storm gate on 
Winthrop Parkway.

The public works direc-
tor then detailed the early 
morning hours on Monday, 

when the first power out-
ages and water main break 
were reported.

During the early morn-
ing hours, Calla said staff 
was working hard to keep 
roadways passable while 
dealing with downed trees, 
downed power lines, and 
downed telephone poles. By 
6:30 a.m., Calla said he got 
the first call of a water main 
break on Veterans Road 
on a 12-inch feeder and he 
and the operations manager 
headed to the site to assess 
and start isolating the break, 
which was made difficult 
due to the valves being bur-
ied under the snow and ice.

Within five to 10 min-
utes, there were additional 
calls for additional water 
main breaks, bringing the 
total up to seven.

After digging into the 
snowbound PRV (pressure 
reducing valve) station, 
Calla said they saw a high 
system flow and erratic 
pressure from the seven ac-
tive water main breaks, as 
well as a dangerously high 
water level in the Faunbar 
water tower, which he said 
was quickly nearing over-
flow conditions.

The PRVs were manually 
throttled to lower the sys-
tem pressure and slow the 
rising tank level, and Calla 
said he communicated with 
MWRA to request a system 
back-feed, as he said it was 

ANNUAL POLAR 
PLUNGE FOR 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
MASSACHUSETTS 
SET FOR MARCH 21 
AT REVERE BEACH

Get ready to freeze for a 
cause! On Saturday, March 
21, hundreds of brave par-
ticipants will gather at the 
historic Revere Beach for 
the 2026 Revere Polar 
Plunge. This high-energy 
event, formerly known as 
the Nahant Polar Plunge, 
invites community mem-
bers to take a chilly dip in 
the Atlantic Ocean to raise 
vital funds and awareness 
for Special Olympics Mas-
sachusetts.

The festivities will take 
place at the Reinstein Band-
stand (350 Revere Beach 
Boulevard). Registration 
and check-in begin at 10 
a.m., followed by the of-
ficial Plunge at 12 noon. 
After the splash, an awards 
program will be held at 
12:30 p.m. to celebrate the 
top fundraisers and most 
spirited participants.

The Polar Plunge is 
about more than just cold 
water; it’s about going to 
the extreme to support the 
20,000+ Special Olympics 
athletes across the Com-
monwealth. Every dollar 
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YOUTH ART SHOWYOUTH ART SHOW

MARIANNE SALZA PHOTOS

Shown above, during the 
Youth Art Show at the Gorman 
Fort Banks Elementary School, 
Krishna, Diya and Ada Tum-
mala, Second-Grade students, 
with Marta Brandt.

Shown to the right, Rowan Tas-
sinari, of Gorman Fort Banks 
Elementary School.
The Art Show was a collabora-
tive effort of Winthrop Public 
Schools and the Clock Tower 
Gallery. See more photos on 
Page 12.

Town officials 
address storm 
response

Winthrop Educators rally at ‘Full Court Frenzy’ 
to celebrate students and highlight commitment 

beyond the classroom

Yirrell Beach dune construction gets underway

SSAAIINNTT  MMIICCHHAAEELL’’SS    HHOOSSTTSS  
$$1100,,000000  RRAAFFFFLLEE  DDIINNNNEERR  

MARIANNE SALZA PHOTO

St. Michael the Archangel Parish hosted it’s $10K Raffle and 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner on March 14. See more photos on 
page 9.
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CHELSEA DEDICATES NEW PARK IN MEMORY OF BELOVED YOUTH SPORTS COACH JAMES “BEAR” BURKE

Councilor-at-Large Leo Rob-
inson (right) welcomes Joe 
Burke, brother of the late 
James “Bear” Burke, to the 
city for the park dedication 
ceremony.

Chelsea DPW Community 
Services Administrator Mike 
Sandoval and Jarred McTer-
nan, Brand Ambassador for 
the New England Revolution 
professional soccer team. 
Mr. James “Bear” Burke was a 
retired foreman in the DPW.

Chelsea Firefighter Steven 
Waxman and Mike Cooksey.

Chelsea Community Cable 
Television Technical Direc-
tor Ricky Velez and his wife, 
Pastor Keila Velez.

Mike Cooksey, nephew of the late James “Bear” Burke, 
pictured with Catherine Dwyer, and Chelsea District Court 
Assistant Clerk Magistrate James Dwyer, at the park dedica-
tion ceremony.

Yahya Noor of Healthy Chel-
sea and Marnie MacAlpine.

Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez, City Councilor Lisa San-
tagate, City Council President Roberto Jimenez Rivera, and 
Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson.

City Manager Fidel Maltez greets Nick Burke and Joe Burke, 
brothers of the late James “Bear” Burke, at the dedication 
ceremony.

The proud family of the late James “Bear” Burke stands adjacently to a photo of the legendary 
youth sports coach at the Bear Park dedication ceremony Saturday on Congress Avenue.

Deputy Director of Housing and Community Development Emily Granoff (left) and City Council 
President Roberto Jimenez Rivera and son, Robi, pictured with youths in the playground area at 
the newly dedicated James “Bear” Burke Park.

The many friends and admirers of the late James “Bear” Burke, whose outstanding contribu-
tions to the community will be forever remembered through the beautiful new park that was 
named in his honor Saturday on Congress Avenue, adjacent to his residence.
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