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Pictured at the Jordan Boys and Girls Club Breakfast are Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson, Shannon Healey of Project Bread,
Chelsea Police Capt. David Rizzuto, guest speaker Erin McAleer, Metro Credit Union Vice President Saritin Rizzuto, Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, Marnie McAlpine and Highland Park Healthcare Center Director Gregory Sutton.

Project Bread President and CEO
Erin McAleer speaks at JBGC Breakfast

Special to the Record

Erin McAleer, president
and CEO of Project Bread,
was the guest speaker at the
Dec. 11 Gerald and Darlene
Jordan Boys and Girls Club
Breakfast Series at the club-
house on Willow Street.

McAleer spoke about the
East Boston-based organi-
zation that provides food as-
sistance to families in need
throughout Massachusetts.

Chelsea Police Capt. David
Rizzuto and his wife, Metro
Credit Union Vice President
Saritin Rizzuto, pictured at
the breakfast.

East Cambridge Savings Bank Customer Service Representa-
tive Aida Marroquin, East Cambridge Savings Bank Assistant
Vice President and Branch Manager Sandy Youssef, guest

speaker Erin McAleer, Joseph Vinard, and Susan Gallant, CPA.
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Trash will be delayed
by one day due to
the New Years
Holiday
Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025

L]

Chelsea Inspectional Services Director Michael McAteer,
Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson and President and CEO of
Mass. Competitive Partnership Jay Ash.

JBGC Breakfast Chair Mark Robinson (left) and JBGC Executive
Director Gina Centrella (right) welcome the guest speaker,
Project Bread President and CEO Erin McAleer, to the break-
fast.

For the latest news in Chelsea that you

need to know, check chelsearecord.com

Chelsea

Year in Review

Staff Report

The past year saw the city
of Chelsea facing challeng-
es and triumphs on both the
local and national stages.

Federal immigration pol-
icies placed hardship and
strain on many Chelsea res-
idents.

As a sanctuary city, Chel-
sea follows the law and our
police do not enforce fed-
eral immigration policies,
according to city adminis-
tration officials.

In response to those fed-
eral policies, Chelsea and
Somerville filed a federal
lawsuit in 2025 challeng-
ing coerced participation
in mass deportations. City
leaders also created resident
resources and reaffirmed its
commitment to protecting
all residents regardless of
immigration status.

“Chelsea will not be bul-
lied or intimidated into en-
forcing federal immigration
laws, and we will not allow
federal policies to dictate
how we care for people that
call Chelsea home,” said
Chelsea City Manager Fi-
del Maltez when the lawsuit
was filed last spring. “We
stand firm—alongside our
neighbors in Somerville and

our partners at Lawyers for
Civil Rights—in defending
the rights and dignity of our
immigrant ~ communities.
Chelsea is a city built by im-
migrants, sustained by their
contributions, and strength-
ened by our shared values
of inclusion, justice, and
resilience. We will continue
to protect and serve every
resident, regardless of their
immigration status.”

One of the major triumphs
for the city in 2025 was its
selection as an All-America
City at an awards ceremony
in Denver.

It was the third time the
city has been honored in the
past three decades.

“This win is special,”
said Maltez at the awards
ceremony. “At a time when
low-income and immigrant
communities across the na-
tion are under attack, we
stand before you proudly
to say: Chelsea is strong,
Chelsea is united and Chel-
sea is an All-America City
in 2025.”

The spirit of the Chelsea
400 celebrations that took
place in 2024 carried into
2025.

See YEAR IN REVIEW Page 5

MassDOT and Market Basket
host Pedestrian Safety Event

Special to the Record

MassDOT and Commu-
nity Voices for Road Safe-
ty held a special pedestrian
safety event at Market Bas-
ket. Residents received free
tote bags and were encour-

aged to join the movement
to make Chelsea’s streets
safer for everyone. The
event was held to remind
drivers about pedestrian
safety during the holiday
season and throughout the
new year.

Former Shurtleff School classmates Andrea Pompeo Gustin
(left) and City Councilor Lisa Santagate, pictured at the Mass-
DOT pedestrian safety event at Market Basket in Chelsea.
See page 4 for more photos.
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PRINCETON STREET be part of this community.”

RESIDENT JACK COUNCIL WRAPS UP

“PAPA” FARETRA ~ MAYOR-ELECTVAN LAST MEETING OF

EAST BOSTON - Fam- CAMPEN THE YEAR
ily, friends, and neighbors - ANNOQUNCES KEY WINTHROP - The town
gathered on a cold and APPOINTMENTS council approved the appro-

chilly day (Friday, Dec. 12)
to honor lifelong Princeton
Street resident Jack Faretra
at a ceremony dedicating an
East Boston square in his
honor.

Rep. Adrian Madaro
served as master of ceremo-
ny for the event at the cor-
ner of Meridian and Prince-
ton Streets.

“It’s a special day and a
special season as we kick
off the holiday,” said Mada-
ro. “It’s really a pleasure to
honor one of the OGs of Ea-
gle Hill. As a born and bred
Eagle Hill resident, it’s a
particular special honor for
me having grown up just a
few blocks away. You don’t
grow up on Eagle Hill with-
out knowing about the Fare-
tras. It’s not just Jack and
Jeannie, it’s the whole fami-
ly —Jack’s daughters and the
entire extended family — are
incredibly active members
of our community. They do
so much for East Boston,
but Jack, in particular, a
proud veteran, a proud East
Bostonian, and most impor-
tantly, a proud resident of
Princeton Street.”

Mr. and Mrs. Faretra’s
daughters, Jessica Vasquez
and Bridget Heigelmann,
were in attendance to cel-
ebrate the prestigious rec-
ognition accorded to their
father.

Madaro told the gath-
ering, “Jessica called me
several months back with
this amazing idea and with
the partnership of the City
of Boston and [East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Liaison]
Carlos Garcia, we were able
to get this done.”

Said Jessica, “I’m just so
excited that there’s so many
people out here, and I re-
ally want to thank Carlos
and [Chief of Staff to Rep.
Madaro], Roberto [Gomez]
and Adrian — they just held
my hand the whole time,
texting me every day, but
they helped me get it done.”

During the ceremony,
Mr. Faretra’s granddaugh-
ter, Mila, was asked by Rep.
Madaro, “What do you want
to say about your Papa?”’

“My Papa is really nice,”
replied Mila, drawing warm
applause from the assem-
blage.

Madaro led the count-
down for the sign unveil-
ing, and the loudest ovation
of the day for Mr. Faretra
ensued, a beautiful tribute
to the Pride of Princeton
Street, Jack “Papa” Faretra.

Fernando Rosas and
Margaritas Rosa, owners of
Bono Restaurant and Cath-
ering, provided compli-
mentary hot chocolate and
coffee to guests on a chilly
December day.

Mr. Rosas lauded Jack
Faretra in a post on Face-
book, writing, “The corner
of Meridian and Princeton,
where Bono is, just got a
brand-new name. Today,
our corner took on new
meaning with the unveil-
ing of Jack “Papa” Faretra
Square. Neighbors, fami-
lies, and friends gathered
inside and outside, sharing
smiles, hugs, and excite-
ment.

It was a simple, genuine

EVERETT - Mayor-elect
Robert Van Campen today
announced his intention to
appoint senior leaders to his
incoming  administration,
naming Monica Lamboy as
Chief Development Offi-
cer, and Robert Knox, Jr. as
Executive Director of City
Services.

“These appointments
reflect my commitment to
building a strong, expe-
rienced team focused on
smart growth, infrastructure
excellence, and delivering
results for our residents,”
said  Mayor-elect  Van
Campen. “Monica Lamboy
and Robert Knox each bring
proven leadership, deep
professional expertise, and
a shared dedication to pub-
lic service.”

As Chief Development
Officer, Monica Lamboy
will oversee economic de-
velopment initiatives, stra-
tegic planning, business
attraction and retention,
and community redevelop-
ment efforts. Lamboy holds
an exemplary track record
of fostering public-private
partnerships and advanc-
ing projects that strengthen
local economies while pre-
serving community charac-
ter.

“Monica’s vision and col-
laborative approach will be
critical as we work to ex-
pand opportunity, support
local businesses, and guide
responsible  development
throughout our city,” Van
Campen said.

Robert Knox, who will be
appointed as Executive Di-
rector of City Services, will
lead the city’s public works
operations, including infra-
structure maintenance, cap-
ital improvement projects,
transportation, and essen-
tial services. Knox has over
30 years of experience in
managing complex public
works systems and ensuring
efficient, safe, and reliable
service delivery.

“Strong infrastructure is
the foundation of a thriv-
ing city,” Van Campen said.
“Robert Knox’s leadership
and technical expertise will
help ensure our streets, util-
ities, and public facilities
meet the needs of today
while preparing for the fu-
ture.”

“These leaders share my
belief in transparent govern-
ment, fiscal responsibility,
and putting residents first,”
Mayor-elect Van Campen
added. “T am confident they
will serve our community
with integrity and excel-
lence.”

NEXT PHASE OF
SUFFOLK DOWNS

BEGINS

REVERE - The HYM In-
vestment Group (“HYM”),
Cathexis Holdings, LP
(“Cathexis”), the City
of Revere, Related Fund
Management, and Suf-
folk celebrated the official
groundbreaking of Porti-
co, the second multifamily
building at Suffolk Downs.
The 473-unit project marks
continued momentum for
the transformative 161-acre
Suffolk Downs redevelop-

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA
Shown above, Frank Alfano, Ann Mini, Maureen and Dale Willett, Ernie Brown, Council-
or-at-Large Michelle Kelley, Cheryl Rivers, and Lucretia Deeran enjoying the holiday party
hosted by the Revere Office of Elder Affairs on Dec. 17.

ment, which is expected to
deliver 10,000 homes across
Revere and East Boston.
Portico will join Amaya —
the first residential building
at Suffolk Downs — as part
of the growing mixed-use
development in Beachmont
Square.

Upon completion, Por-
tico will deliver a mix
of studio, one-bedroom,
one-bedroom + den, and
two-bedroom  floorplans,
alongside more than 33,000
square feet of ground-lev-
el retail space. Portico will
offer a collection of dis-
tinctive indoor and outdoor
amenities, including a 15th-
floor sky deck with sweep-
ing ocean views, a lounge
with a kitchen and terrace
overlooking ~ Beachmont
Plaza, and an expansive
courtyard with flexible lawn
areas, fire pits, grills, and
serene landscaped seating.
Residents will also enjoy
innovative creative studios
with recording pods, a state-
of-the-art fitness center, and
a bright veranda featuring a
coffee bar and private work
pods.

Located just steps from
the Beachmont MBTA Blue
Line Station, Portico will be
ideal for working profes-
sionals and residents look-
ing for a connected, amen-
ity-rich home base with
ease of access to Down-
town Boston and the coast.
The new construction will
bring dynamic and needed
additional retail to Beach-
mont Square and along Salt
Street, joining the recently
opened Twisted Fate Brew-
ery and The Point Barre
and Yoga Studio at Amaya.
Connected to a lively hub
of civic spaces, open space,
and retail, the 1.7 million
square foot, mixed-use
Beachmont Square serves
as a gateway to the larger
Suffolk Downs site. Suf-
folk Downs residents have
access to a diverse array of
fitness, shopping, food, and
beverage options. This in-
cludes The Yard @ Beach-
mont Square, The Track at
Suffolk Downs, The Dog
Park, community events,
and concerts hosted at The
Stage at Suffolk Downs.

Portico was, in part,
made possible through a
public-private  partnership
between HYM, Cathex-
is, the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and the city
of Revere. Governor Mau-
ra Healey and Housing and
Livable Communities Sec-
retary Ed Augustus helped
advance the development of
Portico through the Housing
Development Incentive Pro-

FREE RESOURCES AND HELP ON FACEBOOK:

www:Eacebookicom/Groups/fostRetsNetwork

LOST AND FOUND PETS NETWORK:
CHELSEA, EVERETT, MALDEN, REVERE

gram (HDIP), while Mayor
Patrick Keefe and the Re-
vere City Council were key
in taking the local action
needed to unlock Common-
wealth tax incentives.

“The Suffolk Downs re-
development is a transfor-
mative project for Revere
and Greater Boston, and the
Healey-Driscoll ~Adminis-
tration was proud to award
$5 million to help make
this project possible,” said
Ed Augustus, Secretary of
Housing and Livable Com-
munities. “Portico and the
Suffolk Downs redevelop-
ment will help us get to the
222,000 homes Massachu-
setts needs to keep up with
housing demand, give buy-
ers and renters more choic-
es, and bring down costs.”

“Today’s  groundbreak-
ing at Portico reminds us
of why both families and
businesses invest in Revere.
With our scenic coastal ge-
ography, convenient access
to public transit, and com-
petitive market value, there
is clear incentive to plant
roots and grow in Revere.
Portico will deliver the
needed housing, economic
activity, and renewed ener-
gy to a neighborhood that
is central to Revere’s prog-
ress,” said Patrick Keefe,
Mayor of Revere.

“We couldn’t be happi-
er to celebrate the ground-
breaking of Portico today,”
said Thomas N. O’Brien,
Founding Partner and Man-
aging Director of The HYM
Investment Group. “Our
focus at Suffolk Downs
has always been to deliver
thousands of new homes
and create a truly mixed-use
neighborhood and destina-
tion to meet the moment
for Greater Boston. Break-
ing ground on Portico rep-
resents that vision in action.
We are grateful to Governor
Healey, Secretary Augustus,
Related Fund Management,
and all our project part-
ners who have made this
groundbreaking  possible,
and we’re certain Portico
will be a welcome addition
to the Beachmont Square
community.”

“We are pleased to see
Portico advancing as a key
component of the Suffolk
Downs  redevelopment,”
said William Harrison, CEO
of Cathexis. “HYM contin-
ues to demonstrate excep-
tional vision and execution,
and their leadership has
been instrumental in pro-
gressing a project that will
bring much-needed hous-
ing and lasting community
benefits to the region. Por-
tico represents an important
milestone in realizing the
long-term potential of the
site, and we remain com-
mitted to supporting the
creation of a vibrant, mixed-
use community that will
serve the region for decades
to come.”

“Today’s groundbreaking
of Portico represents anoth-
er step forward for Revere
and for the future of Suffolk

Downs,” said Senator Lyd-
ia Edwards, State Senator
for the Third Suffolk Dis-
trict. “This project reflects
what is possible when the
Commonwealth, the City
of Revere, and private
partners work together to
deliver much-needed hous-
ing, create jobs, and build
neighborhoods  accessible
to transportation. I want to
thank the Healey-Driscoll
Administration, the City of
Revere and Mayor Keefe,
HYM, Cathexis, and all
of the public and private
partners whose collabora-
tion made this milestone
possible. Portico will not
only add hundreds of new
homes, but also strength-
en Beachmont Square as a
community that supports lo-
cal businesses and expands
opportunities for residents
across our region.”

Related Fund Manage-
ment, a vertically integrat-
ed real estate private equity
and credit firm, provided
$226 million in senior con-
struction financing for Por-
tico through its Related
Real Estate Debt Fund IV.
The construction loan will
support the development of
Portico and its robust ame-
nities.

JLL Capital Market’s
Debt Advisory team repre-
senting HYM and Cathex-
is was led by Executive
Managing Director Riaz
Cassum, Managing Direc-
tor Andrew Gray and Vice
President Robyn King.

“Portico showcases the
strength of investor appe-
tite for building high-qual-
ity housing in the Boston
area. The rental market de-
mand has remained steady,
as renters seek high-quality,
yet affordable homes,” said
Riaz Cassum. “This proj-
ect’s strategic location near
rapid transit and high-end
amenities make it an attrac-
tive investment opportunity
in today’s market.”

Suffolk is the gener-
al contractor for Portico,
leading the ground-up con-
struction of the multifamily
building.

“We’re proud to bring
Portico to life and sup-
port the City of Revere as
Beachmont Square con-
tinues to take shape, pro-
viding residents with a
connected, amenity-rich
home just steps from the
Blue Line and all that Bos-
ton has to offer,” said Pat
Lucey, General Manager,
Suffolk Northeast. “Suffolk
has been deeply engaged in
this community for years,
and projects like Portico
give us the chance to deliver
high-quality housing and vi-
brant public spaces that tru-
ly serve local residents. It’s
exciting to see the neighbor-
hood grow, and we’re hon-
ored to help create a place
that will benefit Revere for
years to come.”

With the official ground-
breaking, construction on
Portico has begun and de-
livery is anticipated by Feb-

priation of $980,000 for the
ongoing lead service water
line replacement project at
its meeting..

“This is going to be our
seventh lead line removal
project,” said public works
director Steve Calla. “Every
year, we strive to remove
100 services, with just un-
der 500 at this time, so
we’ve made good progress.
It is 10-year, zero-interest
loans from the MWRA.”

Calla said the DEP man-
dates the town to continue
removing the existing lead
lines in the town.

“It is something that we
have to do; it is certainly
very important for public
health,” said Calla.

In other business during
the last meeting of the year,
Council President Jim Let-
terie provided an update on
ongoing work at Ingleside
Park.

“People are seeing some
action at Ingleside Park in
terms of the baseball field,”
said Letterie. “The baseball
field that was there is being
converted into basically a
softball field. It is going
to be a dirt infield and it is
going to have the ability to
multi-task and also still be
used as a baseball field as
needed.

“The maintenance should
be a little bit easier and it
should be used a lot more,”
Letterie continued. “It is go-
ing to be the new home of
the Winthrop High School
girls softball team, and
hopefully, we can get a lot
more use out of the recre-
ational space that is down
there.”

Letterie said residents
will also see some work go-
ing on at one of the tennis
courts at the park.

“The success the town
has had with pickleball,
it’s been incredible with
the support that the leagues
have had, it just keeps con-
tinuing to grow,” he said.

The town will be adding
two additional pickleball
courts to the tennis courts,
Letterie said.

In other business, the
council heard from Aaron
Toffler, the executive direc-
tor of the Massport Com-
munity Advisory Commit-
tee (MCAC) and MCAC
vice chair and Winthrop
representative Jerry Falbo.

The MCAC was created
by state legislation in 2014,
and comprises 35 commu-
nities impacted by Logan
Airport and other Massport
properties.

The MCAC helps provide
a voice for those communi-
ties and provide oversight to
Massport, Toffler said.

Toffler highlighted the
noise and air quality testing
efforts that are underway in
Winthrop and East Boston,
as well as the MCAC’s ef-
forts to have Massport in-
crease those efforts.

“We know we can’t do
everything, but we want to
force Massport’s hand and
say, look, this is the data we
are seeing, you guys should
be collecting a lot more of it,
and then we can talk about
what the solutions to the
problems are,” said Toffler.
“It’s a major international
airport and it’s not going to
go away, but I do think there
are some things that we can
do once we get that cancer
data or the data on heart
disease ... and put togeth-
er some really compelling
stories about when the wind
blows from the west.”
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Temple Emmanuel host-
ed a Hanukkah Party Dec.
20 in the Elaine and Larry
Smith Social Hall.

Temple President Sara
Lee Callahan welcomed
members and guests to the
festive celebration of the
Jewish holiday of Hanuk-

TEMPLE EMMANUEL HANUKKAH PARTY

kah, also known as the Fes-
tival of Lights.

Rabbi Oksana Chapman
led the group in the bless-
ings for the lighting of the
Menorah. Rabbi Chapman
and Temple member Carole
Turransky also led the gath-
ering in the singing of Ha-

nukkah songs.

The always affable Ste-
phen Vider entertained the
group by asking Hanuk-
kah-related questions and
presenting prizes (that he
donated) to the correct re-
spondents. A raffle drawing
for prizes was also held.

Enjoying the Hanukkah party at Temple Emmanuel are Karen Padulsky Poverman, Naomi
Zabot, Melissa Morrow, Devra Zabot, and Rabbi Oksana Chapman.

The Padulsky family, Sheldon Young, with his nieces, Lynda Padulsky Diamond, Sarah Diamond,
and Karen Padulsky Poverman.

Temple President Sara Lee Callahan and her husband, Attorney Michael Callahan, esteemed
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and Boston College Law School.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Record encourages residents to submit
engagement, wedding and birth announcements,
news releases, business and education briefs, sports
stories and photos for publication. Items should be
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere,
MA 02151. We also encourage readers to e-mail
news releases and photos to

stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Seated are guests Edythe Shuman, Dotty Novak, and Murray Novak. Standing are Dawna
Nogueira, Judith Orlandino, Sue Huberman, and Stephen Vider.

Rabbi Oksana Chapman and Carole Turransky serenade the audience with a Hanukkah song,
“Ma’oz Tsur.”
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Dedicated supporters of Temple Emmanuel Carole Turransky and Ralph Turransky, pictured at
the Hanukkah party.
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Lynda Diamond and Maxine Dollie Oborsky enjoying the Hanukkah party.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

It’s hard to believe that another year has passed and that
2026 is here -- and that we now are entering the second
quarter of the 21st century.

For those of us who ourselves are close to three-quarters
of a century in age, as we look back at the quarter-centu-
ry markers of our lifetime, we realize that when we were
young, everything from the past seemed like it was long,
long ago (and in a galaxy far, far away).

For example, when we’d be watching WWII movies
such as The Longest Day or The Battle of the Bulge in the
1960s, that war seemed to be entirely of another era. But
the historical events depicted in those movies had occurred
less than 20 years previously.

That’s about the same length of time, for example, that
separates the start of the war in Iraq, which was in 2003, to
today. Yet as we look back on that war, it seems like it was
only yesterday that we were glued to our TV sets watching
the U.S. forces advance to Baghdad.

Thoughts such as these make us realize that the one thing
we’ve discovered about aging is that the older we get, the
faster that time seems to go by.

We often quote a verse from Alfred Lord Tennyson’s
“Ring Out Wild Bells” when we write our annual New
Year’s editorial.

But after re-reading the poem in its entirety, we are print-
ing the whole thing, because it sums up -- better than we
ever could express -- our feelings about the departing 2025
and our hopes for the coming year 2026.

Although it was published in 1850, the poem’s verses
are timeless. Indeed, one could apply every stanza to some-
thing going on in the world today.

So we hope you take the time to read it and enjoy it, as
we did the other day:

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,

The flying cloud, the frosty light;

The year is dying in the night;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.

Ring out the old, ring in the new,

Ring, happy bells, across the snow:

The year is going, let him go;

Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that saps the mind,

For those that here we see no more,

Ring out the feud of rich and poor,

Ring in redress to all mankind.

Ring out a slowly dying cause,

And ancient forms of party strife;

Ring in the nobler modes of life,

With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin,

The faithless coldness of the times;

Ring out, ring out thy mournful rhymes,

But ring the fuller minstrel in.

Ring out false pride in place and blood,

The civic slander and the spite;

Ring in the love of truth and right,

Ring in the common love of good.

Ring out old shapes of foul disease,

Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;

Ring out the thousand wars of old,

Ring in the thousand years of peace.

Ring in the valiant man and free,

The larger heart, the kindlier hand;

Ring out the darkness of the land,

Ring in the Christ that is to be.

We wish all of our readers a Happy and Healthy New
Year.
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Residents invited to conversation about parking and housing

Special to the Record

Chelsea residents are in-
vited to a community con-
versation about parking—
and how updating parking
rules could increase hous-
ing stock and make hous-
ing more affordable in the
city—on Tuesday, January
13, at 6 p.m. at the Chel-
sea Senior Center, 10 Riley

Way (behind Chelsea Fire
Headquarters).

Chelsea’s City Manager
Fidel Maltez and Director
of Housing & Communi-
ty Development Ben Cares
will host the meeting along
with representatives from
the Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Council (MAPC) and
local housing advocates.

The City’s current park-

ing requirements, known
as “parking minimums,”
influence the cost of build-
ing new homes and the
types of housing construct-
ed in Chelsea, as well as the
City’s ability to plan for its
future. By reconsidering
these rules, Chelsea can in-
crease housing options and
potentially reduce housing
costs for residents.

During the meeting, res-
idents will have the chance
to ask questions, share their
thoughts, and help shape the
City’s approach to parking
and housing.

The MAPC, a public
agency, conducts research
and publishes studies wide-
ly used by lawmakers and
planners across the region.

MASSDOT AND MARKET BASKET HOST PEDESTRIAN SAFETY EVENT

MassDOT and Community Voices for Road Safety held a special pedestrian safety event at Market Basket.

Pictured at the MassDOT pedestrian safety event at Market Basket (from left) are City Councilor Lisa Santagate, Elizabeth He-
menway of Travelers Marketing, MassDOT Highway Specialist Kristen Johnson, Civil Engineer Michelle Deng, Chief Communica-
tions Officer Amelia Aubourg, and Jeff Larson of Travelers Marketing.

City Manager Fidel Maltez, Firefighter Juan Alejandro, and City Councilor Lisa Santagate turned out to support MassDOT and
Community Voices for Road Safety at the pedestrian safety event held at the Chelsea Market Basket store.

M- VR

i

Two of Chelsea’s most superlative athletes, Tony Tiro (left),

arguably the greatest running back in Chelsea Pop Warner
history, and Richard Maronski, who led Chelsea High to a

scintillating 34-26 comeback win over Medford in the 1980
Thanksgiving Game, pictured at Market Basket in Chelsea.

Your opinions, please

The Chelsea Record welcomes letters to the
editor. Our address is
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Letters
may also be e-mailed to
editor@chelsearecord.com. Letters must
be signed. We reserve the right to edit for
length and content.
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Specifically, Chelsea and
East Boston collaborated on
a celebration of the 250th
anniversary of the Battle of
Chelsea Creek.

The Battle of Chelsea
Creek is an often-over-
looked chapter in the na-
tion’s history, and in col-
laboration with East Boston
and partner organizations,
the city presented an ex-
citing weekend of cultural
programming, including the
docking of a historic 1894
schooner, the SSV Ernesti-
na-Morrissey, for the gener-
al public to board.

The city council and the
city’s zoning and planning
boards were busy in 2025,
with a lot of focus on a
proposed food and fish pro-
cessing facility that was
proposed for the former
Signature Breads facility on
Justin Drive.

Proponents of the facility
from Boston Provisions said
it would bring jobs to Chel-
sea, and that it would be a
clean, state-of-the-art fa-
cility. Many residents from
the Admirals Hill neighbor-
hood opposed the project,
raising concerns about fish
odor, traffic, and safety.

Despite a positive recom-
mendation from the plan-
ning board in September,
the zoning board of appeals
denied issuing the special
permits necessary for the
project to move forward.

The debate over the fa-
cility continued throughout
the fall as the city council
and zoning and planning
boards debated a proposed
zoning amendment that
would further limit where
fish processing facilities
could operate in Chelsea.

Phase 1 of the city’s
Downtown Broadway con-
struction project was com-
pleted this fall, although the
project created hardship for
a number of local business-
es in the downtown busi-
ness corridor.

District 7 City Councilor
Manuel Teshe was among
city leaders who called for
additional resources for the
businesses impacted by the
construction.

In 2027, the Massachu-
setts Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT)
will launch Phase II of
the Downtown Broadway
Project. During this phase,
MassDOT will beautify the
corridor with a brand new
roadway, sidewalks, and
public open space, as well
as install new traffic signals
and pedestrian safety im-

provements, according to
Maltez.

“Broadway is the heart of
our City, and it has not seen
significant investment since
1973, said Maltez. “We
cannot wait to celebrate a
ribbon cutting on Broadway
with fully replaced side-
walks, traffic signals, and a
new roadway.”

While Broadway was
under the microscope in
2025, there was also contin-
ued work on a longer-term
vision for the city with the
Chelsea Pa’Lante, Chelsea
Onward comprehensive
master planning process.

“Earlier this year, we
commenced Phase I: Learn-
ing and Listening,” said
Maltez. “We are now active-
ly transitioning into Phase
II: Visioning and Testing.”

Thus far, the plan has
identified that the city needs
to address crisis response
and stabilization, while
working on long-term pros-
perity for everyone, Maltez
stated.

“These include ensuring
our families can stay by
producing and preserving
affordable housing; foster-
ing conditions where our
business owners prosper;
supporting local enterpris-
es and cultivating industry;
strengthening our commu-
nity networks; cultivating
safe neighborhoods; and
many more,” said Maltez.

The past year also saw the
beginning stages of a major
project in Prattville with a
private developer working
with the Chelsea Housing
Authority.

In the spring, the Chelsea
Housing Authority Board of
Commissioners designated
the Joseph J. Corcoran and
the John M. Corcoran com-
panies as the redevelopment
partners with the CHA for
the 13 acres of its Fitzpat-
rick and Prattville site.

The Corcoran companies
are the CHA partners for the
ongoing Innes/Central Ave-
nue redevelopment.

The project is still in the
early stages, but CHA Exec-
utive Director Paul Nowic-
ki, Corcoran partners, and
City Manager Fidel Maltez
said the project will include
brand new housing units for
all 198 families currently
housed on the two sites, as
well as a mix of affordable-
and market-rate residential
units on the parcel.

All the occupants of the
current units will be of-

“ Early detection gave us time to

adapt together, as a family.”

If you’re noticing changes,
it could be Alzheimer’s. Talk
about visiting a doctor together.

ALZ.org/TimeToTalk

ALZHEIMER'’S"
ASSOCIATION

fered temporary housing
while the work is ongoing,
and will be able to return to
the new units once they are
completed.

There was also a contin-
ued emphasis on the devel-
opment and improvement
of parks and green spaces in
Chelsea in 2025.

One of the latest exam-
ples of that work was the
receipt of a Community De-
velopment Block Grant to
help fund improvements to
Voke Park.

“We will be designing
an accessible playground
area, so this is for a smaller
portion of Voke Park where
the tot lot exists today,” said
Housing and Community
Development Director Ben
Cares. “We will be improv-
ing that for residents who
have accessibility needs,
but it won’t be exclusively
for accessibility needs. It
will be open for everybody,
it will just have accessible
features which means that
it can accommodate people
who need ADA accessibil-
ity, that might be different-
ly-abled, that might have
mobility issues — this park
will be accessible for those
residents and for all other
residents.”

The project will be in the
design phase for much of
the winter and spring, with
the potential to go out to bid
next summer with the proj-
ect wrapping up prior to the
end of 2026, Cares said.

It was a fairly quiet elec-
tion season for the city
council in 2025. The major-
ity of incumbents who ran
for reelection were victori-
ous.

The lone race that saw a
challenger top the incum-
bent on the ballot was the
District 2 city council race,
where Deron Hines topped
Melinda Vega by a tally of
206-147 votes.

Hines has said his cam-
paign was focused on con-
necting Chelsea residents
with City Hall and inform-
ing them of the decision
making that impacts their
daily lives through govern-
ment transparency, youth
mentorship, and housing
protections.

The Class of 2025 held
its graduation ceremony in
the spring with 436 students
from Chelsea High School,
the Chelsea Opportunity
Academy, and the Virtual
Learning Academy.

In other school news, the

school committee extended
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Almi Abeyta’s contract
for another five years.

“I am deeply honored to
continue serving the Chel-
sea community,” said Dr.
Abeyta. “Our students are
talented, resilient, and full
of potential. I look forward
to building on the progress
we’ve made together and
continuing the work of en-
suring we know every stu-
dent by name, strength and
story.”

The school administra-
tion and the school commit-
tee continued to focus on the
positive achievements of its
staff and students through-
out the year, as evidenced
by the school committee’s
monthly Name, Strength,
and Story awards.

City councilors contin-
ued to push for a communi-
ty center and a new fire sta-
tion, among other initiatives
in 2025.

In response to a large
number of fires in 2024, the
fire chief introduced Engine
4 into the normal rotation
operating out of the Central
Fire Station earlier in 2025.

“Having a fourth engine
gives the fire department
the ability to respond to
several incidents, and attack
fires from multiple angles,”
said Maltez. “Engine 4 has
had an immediate impact on
our operations by improv-
ing our ability to distribute
workload, work towards
reducing response times,
and provide more consis-
tent coverage across the
city. By implementing this
additional engine, it puts us
in a better position to meet
the expected increase in call
volume as the city continues
to grow and develop.”

Maltez stated that the city
is also continuing efforts to
find a home for an all-ages
community center. In addi-
tion, he said plans are un-
derway to partner with the
Boys and Girls Club of Bos-
ton to bring a teen center to
Broadway.

Chelsea also signed on
to join Winthrop and Re-
vere as the third member of
the Metro North Regional
Emergency = Communica-
tions Center (MNRECC).

The addition of Chelsea
helped move forward plans
for a new regional dis-
patch center at the McKin-
ley School in Revere. The
McKinley School project
is currently in the design
phase, with an anticipated
completion date of 2027.

The Chelsea Record reserves the right to edit
letters for space, accuracy and clarity. We regret
that we cannot publish unsigned letters. Please
include your street and telephone number with
your submission. The Chelsea Record publishes
columns, viewpoints and letters to the editor as
a forum for readers to express their opinions
and to encourage debate. Please note that the
opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
The Chelsea Record. Text or attachments emailed

to editor@chelsearecord.com are preferred.

OBITUARIES

Theresa (Proctor) Grimaldi
March 8, 1935 - December 23, 2025

Theresa Grimaldi, of
Chelsea  passed  away
peacefully on December
23rd, at the age of 90. She
was the beloved wife for 32
years to the late Gaetano C.
“Guy” Grimaldi. Theresa
was a loving mother to her
daughters, Paula Grimaldi
and Carla Higgins, and she
cherished the memory of
her late son-in-law, Kevin

Higgins.
Born to Chester W. and
Cecilia (Tomaszewski)

Proctor, Theresa was a de-
voted Catholic and a long-
standing parishioner of the
former St. Stanislaus Parish
in Chelsea. She held special
devotions to St. Anthony
and St. Jude, which reflect-
ed her strong faith through-
out her life.

Theresa dedicated 42
years of her life to the Chel-
sea Public School System,
serving as a Teacher’s As-
sistant until her retirement
at age 77.

In addition to her parents,
Theresa was also preced-
ed in death by her siblings:
Clare Proctor, Marie Costi-
gan and her late husband,
Edward, as well as Jose-
phine Krasco and her late
husband, George. She is
also survived by many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our
price protection guarantee.
Arrangements made at our
facility or in the comfort of
your own home
4 generations of the Torf Tradition:
Deborab Torf Golden  Amy Torf Golden
Hyman . Torf (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf (1867-1940)
Richard A. Prunean

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.totffuneralservice.com

Theresa will be honored
with a Mass of Christian
Burial today, Wednesday,
December 31st, at St. An-
thony of Padua Church, lo-
cated at 250 Revere St., Re-
vere, at 10 a.m. Friends and
relatives are most kindly in-
vited to meet directly at the
church. Interment will take
place at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Everett.

In lieu of flowers, friends
may wish to make contri-
butions in Theresa’s mem-
ory to St. Jude Children’s
Research  Hospital, 501
St. Jude Pl., Memphis, TN
38105-1905, or online at
www.StJude.org/Donate.

To send expressions
of sympathy, visit www.
welshfh.com.

Yotk Fancrat

Burial and Cremation Service
www.WelshFh.com

VCarafa F azmily‘l
Funeral

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.
Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa -
Funeral Directors
carafafuneralhome.com

k=ﬂ

7 “Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” N

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS

FUNERAL HOME

Peter A. Zaksheski
Type 111 Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea — 617-889-2723 — 617-884-3259

N\ www.ChelseaFuneralService.com Ve
L
To place a memoriam
in the Chelsea Record please
call 781-485-0588
e

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of
$195.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 7814850588
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MBTA announces January service changes
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Special to the Record

Service changes are tak-
ing place in January to sup-
port Orange and Blue line
tunnel inspections, Red Line
signal work, MassDOT’s
West  Roxbury  Parkway
Bridge Replacement project,
and the North Station Termi-
nal Area Signal System Im-
provement Project.

The MBTA announced
service changes in January
on the Orange, Blue, Red,
Needham, Fitchburg, Haver-
hill, Lowell, and Newburyp-

ort/Rockport lines.
Riders can find more
information on  service

changes through in-station
signage, in-station public an-
nouncements, and at mbta.
com/PlannedWork. Transit
Ambassadors and MBTA
staff will be available on-site
to offer information and as-
sistance during these service
changes. Riders are encour-
aged to subscribe to T-Alerts
or to follow the MBTA on
X @MBTA, @MBTA_CR,
and @MBTA_CR_Alerts
for up-to-date service infor-
mation.

On the Orange Line:

The MBTA will perform
tunnel inspections on the Or-
ange Line between Welling-
ton and Back Bay in January.
Proactive inspections are a
critical and necessary part of
maintaining the integrity of
the system.

To accomplish this work,
the following service sus-
pension will take place the
weekend of January 10 — 11:

Orange Line service will
be suspended between Wel-
lington and Back Bay.

Free and accessible shut-
tle buses will operate during
this service change.

Local shuttle buses will
make all stops between Wel-
lington and North Station.

Express shuttle buses will
operate directly between

The Orange Line

Wellington and North Sta-
tion.

Riders using the shuttles
buses should budget ample
extra travel time. For ex-
ample, a rider traveling to
Downtown Crossing from
Wellington should budget at
least an additional 45 min-
utes of travel in additional to
their regular commute.

For service through the
downtown area near Back
Bay, riders are encouraged
to utilize parallel Green Line
service between North Sta-
tion and Copley (which is
less than a quarter-mile or
about a four-minute walk
from Back Bay). The MBTA
will increase Green Line
service during this time to
accommodate Orange Line
riders.

There will be free fares
with the fare gates open at
Back Bay, Copley, Welling-
ton, and North Station.

Riders are encouraged to
consider fare-free Commut-
er Rail service between Oak
Grove and North Station as
well as between Forest Hills
and South Station.

Accessible vans will be
available at downtown Or-
ange Line stations between
Back Bay and North Station
as well as Copley on the
Green Line.

On the Blue Line:

The MBTA will perform
tunnel inspections on the
Blue Line between Bowdo-
in and Airport in January.
Proactive inspections are a
critical and necessary part of
maintaining the integrity of
the system.

To accomplish this work,
the following service sus-
pension will take place the
weekend of January 24 — 25:

Blue Line service will be
suspended between Bowdo-
in and Airport.

Free and accessible shut-
tle buses will make stops at
Airport, Maverick, and Hay-
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market on the Green and Or-
ange lines.

There will be no direct
shuttle bus service to/from
Bowdoin, Government
Center (for connections to
the Green Line), State (for
connections to the Orange
Line), or Aquarium.

Bowdoin is 0.3 miles (or
about a six-minute walk)
from Haymarket and Aquar-
ium is 0.4 miles (or about
a nine-minute walk) from
Haymarket.

Accessible van service
will be available for direct
service to Government,
Haymarket, Aquarium, and
State. Accessible vans can
be requested by MBTA per-
sonnel or by a station call
box.

The East Boston Fer-
ry will operate and be free
during this service change.

On Saturday, the ferry
will operate from 6 AM to
10 PM.

On Sunday, the ferry will
operate from 6 AM to 9 PM.

The ferry will depart from
each terminus point every 30
minutes.

Schedules will be avail-
able soon at mbta.com/East-
BostonFerry.

Riders using shuttle buses
should budget ample extra
travel time. For example, a
rider traveling to Govern-
ment Center from Wonder-
land should budget at least
an additional 30 — 40 min-
utes of travel in additional to
their regular commute.

There will be free fares
with the fare gates open at
Airport, Wood Island, Ori-
ent Heights, Suffolk Downs,
Beachmont, Revere Beach,
and Wonderland.

On the Red Line:

The MBTA will continue
signal upgrade and modern-
ization work in January on
the Red Line. By upgrading
and modernizing its signals,
the MBTA will significantly
increase operational  effi-
ciency and improve schedul-
ing reliability for riders. The
MBTA will also maximize
access to closed stations by
performing cleaning, sig-
nage replacement, plumb-
ing repairs and pump room

work, and window replace-
ments throughout the shut-
down area as well as prepa-
rations for column work at
Massachusetts Avenue Sta-
tion.

To accomplish this work,
the following service sus-
pension will take place the
weekend of January 31 —
February 1:

* Red Line service will be
suspended between Broad-
way and Ashmont on the
Ashmont Branch and Broad-
way and North Quincy on
the Braintree Branch.

* Free and accessible
shuttle buses will make all
stops between Broadway
and Ashmont as well as be-
tween Broadway and North
Quincy.

* There will be free fares
with the fare gates open at
Broadway and North Quin-
cy.

* Riders are strongly en-
couraged to use the Fall Riv-
er/New Bedford, Kingston,
and Greenbush (Old Colo-
ny) Commuter Rail lines for
fare-free service between
Braintree, Quincy Center,
JFK/UMass, and South Sta-
tion. Commuter Rail sched-
ules are available at mbta.
com/CR.

e Travel time between
Braintree and South Station
on the Commuter Rail is
about 24 minutes.

* Riders should note that
regular Commuter Rail fares
will be collected for travel
beyond Braintree.

* Accessible van service
will be available between
the Savin Hill headhouse
and the shuttle stop. Acces-
sible vans can be requested
by MBTA personnel or by a
station call box.

e Riders using shuttle
buses should budget ample
extra travel time. For ex-
ample, a rider traveling to
Downtown Crossing from
Ashmont should budget at
least an additional 40 min-
utes of travel in additional to
their regular commute.

On the Needham Line:

MassDOT will perform
work in January as part of
the West Roxbury Parkway
Bridge Replacement proj-

Fitchburg North

Fitchburg, Haverhill, Lowell, and Newburyport/Rockport lines

The Blue Line

ect, which will replace the
bridge that carries the West
Roxbury Parkway over the
Needham Line.

To accomplish this work,
the following service sus-
pension will take place the
weekend of January 31 -
February 1:

* Needham Line service
will be suspended between
Needham Heights and South
Station.

* There will be no shuttle
bus service alternatives for
this service change.

e Passengers may use
Bus Routes 35, 36, and 37
between West Roxbury and
Forest Hills for connections
to Orange Line subway ser-
vice between Forest Hills
and Back Bay.

* Passengers may use Bus
Route 59 between Need-
ham Junction and Newton
Highlands for connections
to Green Line D branch
subway service to Copley,
which is less than a quar-
ter mile away (or about a

four-minute  walk) from
Back Bay.

* There will be no service
at Hersey.

¢ Riders using Bus Routes
35,36, 37, or 59 should bud-
get extra travel time. For
example, a rider traveling
to South Station from West
Roxbury should budget at
least 35 minutes of travel in
addition to their regular trip
time.

On the Fitchburg,
Haverhill, Lowell, and
Newburyport/Rockport
lines:

The MBTA will perform
work during select weekends
in January as part of the North
Station Terminal Area Signal
System Improvement Proj-
ect that affects all Northside
Commuter Rail lines. This
project is replacing the obso-
lete signal system that con-
trols the movement of MBTA
Commuter Rail and Amtrak
trains in and out of North Sta-
tion with a new, state-of-the-
art microprocessor system
that requires less maintenance
and reduces failures and train
delays. The area where work
is taking place is a complex
network of tracks and switch-
es that connect the station
tracks at North Station, five
major Commuter Rail lines,
and the Boston Engine Ter-
minal where trains are stored
and maintained.

To accomplish this work,
the following service suspen-
sions will take place during
the weekends of January 3 —
4, January 17 — 19, and Janu-
ary 31 — February 1:

* Fitchburg Line service
will be suspended between
North Station and Porter. ¢
Passengers can instead utilize
the Red Line subway service
to and from Porter for alter-
nate connections.

e Riders traveling to/from
North Station should budget

extra travel time. For exam-
ple, a rider traveling to North
Station from Porter should
budget at least 20 minutes of
travel in addition to their reg-
ular trip time.

e Haverhill Line service
will be suspended between
North Station and Oak Grove.

* Passengers can instead
utilize Orange Line subway
service as an alternative be-
tween each station.

¢ Riders using the Orange
Line should budget extra
travel time. For example, a
rider traveling to North Sta-
tion from Oak Grove should
budget at least 10 minutes of
travel in addition to their reg-
ular trip time.

* Lowell Line service will
be suspended between North
Station and Anderson/Wo-
burn.

* Free and accessible local
shuttle buses will operate be-
tween each station.

* Free and accessible ex-
press shuttle buses will op-
erate directly between North
Station and Anderson/Wo-
burn.

e Regular Commuter Rail
fares should be purchased
for service beyond Anderson/
Woburn.

* Riders using the shuttle
buses should budget extra
travel time. For example, a
rider traveling to North Sta-
tion from Anderson/Woburn
should budget up to 15 min-
utes additional travel on the
express shuttle and up to 40
minutes additional travel on
the local shuttle.

. Newburyport/Rock-
port Line service will be sus-
pended between North Sta-
tion and Swampscott.

* Free and accessible local
shuttle buses will operate be-
tween each station.

e Free and accessible ex-
press shuttle buses will op-
erate directly between North
Station and Swampscott.

e Regular Commuter Rail
fares should be purchased for
service beyond Swampscott.

e Riders using shuttle bus-
es should budget extra travel
time. For example, a rider
traveling to North Station
from Swampscott should
budget up to 40 minutes ad-
ditional travel on the express
shuttle and up to 70 minutes
additional travel on the local
shuttle.

* Note: The last outbound
trip of the night will also serve
Salem and Beverly Depot.
There will be no train connec-
tions at Beverly Depot.

A dedicated diversion
schedule will be available
soon on MBTA .com/CR.

The MBTA previously an-
nounced service changes in
December. More information
is available here.

For more information, visit
MBTA .com/PlannedWork or
connect with the T on X @
MBTA and @MBTA_CR,

See MBTA Page 7
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Rep. Garcia tours Northeast Metro Tech and visits new
school construction site to view significant progress

Special to the Record

Superintendent ~ David
DiBarri and Northeast Met-
ro Tech were excited to wel-
come state Rep. Judith Gar-
cia to a tour of the school
and the bustling construc-
tion site where a new school
is taking shape.

On Monday, Nov. 8, Rep.
Garcia, along with Chelsea
City Manager Fidel Maltez
and Inaugural Director of
Athletic Infrastructure and
Sports Tourism Charles Gi-
uffrida, visited Northeast
Metro Tech. They were giv-
en a tour by students from
Chelsea. Students were able
to get to know Rep. Garcia
and the City Manager as
they showed them around
the school store, bank, a
business classroom and the
automotive shop.

Students and staff then
led Rep. Garcia and her
guests on a tour of the bus-
tling construction site. On
average more than 200 con-
tractors per day are working
on schedule and under bud-
get to create the new North-
east Metro Tech.

Recent major updates to
the building include enclos-
ing the building, completing
the Farm Street driveway,
and starting work on interi-
or mechanical and heating
systems to allow interior
finish work to continue.

Elevators, flooring, light-
ing, ceilings, and paint-
ing will be installed and
completed in the coming
months, with the building
on schedule to receive its
occupancy permit in August
2026.

“It was a pleasure to host

Chelsea officials so they
can see the progress we
have made,” said Super-
intendent David DiBarri.
“Our students are our best
ambassadors and were able
to share their excitement
about the future. The new
school means that students
from Chelsea and across the
district will have a modern
pathway to employment in
high-paying, high-demand
jobs.”

“It was exciting to show
some of our Chelsea city
leaders all of the progress
that is being made here at
Northeast Metro Tech,”
said Northeast Metro Tech
School Committee Mem-
ber Blanca Gacharna, of
Chelsea. “We are extremely
proud of our school, and of
the incredible new building
that is rising as we watch.”

“My visit to the North-
east Metropolitan Vocation-
al School District was truly
memorable. The Chelsea
students who guided our
tour brought such pride and
excitement as they showed
us the school store, bank,
business classroom, and
automotive shop. Hearing
them describe their work
and seeing their confidence
in these hands-on learn-
ing spaces was incredibly
inspiring,” said Rep. Gar-
cia. “I also loved seeing
the plans for their beautiful
new building opening next
year, which will only ex-
pand these opportunities for
our students. Thank you to
Superintendent DiBarri and
his team for welcoming us
and for their commitment
to creating an environment
where students can excel.”

Cheslea students gave state Rep. Garcia and City Manager Maltez a tour of the Northeast Metro Tech store and other locations.
(Photo Courtesy Northeast Metro Tech)
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State Rep. Judith Garcia and Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez stand with Northeast Metro Tech students and staff in the
school’s automotive shop. Students from Chelsea led Rep. Garcia and City Manager Maltez on a tour of the school Monday.
(Photo Courtesy Northeast Metro Tech)
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After touring the current Northeast Metro Tech, state Rep. Garcia and City Manager Maltez
got a tour of the new Northeast Metro Tech, which is taking shape on time and under budget.
(Photo Courtesy Northeast Metro Tech)

MBTA // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Facebook /TheMBTA, Insta-
gram @theMBTA, Threads
@thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority
(MBTA) opened America’s
first subway tunnel in 1897,
pioneering public transpor-
tation in the United States.
Today, the MBTA is one of
the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operat-
ing an extensive network of
subway, bus, Commuter Rail,
ferry, and paratransit services
across 176 cities and towns.
The MBTA is undergoing a

transformative period, focus-
ing on cultivating a culture
of safety and excellence,
modernizing infrastructure,
and improving reliability and
accessibility. Current  pri-
orities include accelerating
critical infrastructure repairs,
expanding accessibility, and
reducing emissions. The
MBTA is committed to pro-
viding dependable, frequent,
and accessible service that
riders can rely on while sup-
porting the region’s economic
vitality. Through initiatives
like the unprecedented Track
Improvement Program, Bus

Network Redesign, and Rail
Vision, the MBTA aims to
connect communities and im-
prove riders’ daily experienc-
es and trips. For questions or
assistance, riders are encour-
aged to contact the MBTA
Customer Center at 617-
222-3200. Members of the
press are encouraged to con-
tact mediarelations@mbta.
com. For the latest updates
on MBTA services, projects,
and initiatives, visit MBTA.
com or follow @MBTA on
social media.
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UNDEFEATED CHS
BOYS BASKETBALL
TEAM HOSTS
BOSTON ENGLISH

FRIDAY

The 3-0 Chelsea High
boys basketball team will
return to action from its
holiday break when coach
Cesar Castro and his Red
Devils host non-league op-
ponent Boston English this
Friday afternoon (January
2). The opening tip is set for
2:30.

The Red Devils’ fast start
has seen them defeat three
Greater Boston League
(GBL) rivals, Somerville,
Everett, and Malden.

In the 67-56 triumph
over Somerville, Geo Brito
(18 points) and Moe Os-
man (16 points) led the
way in the scoring depart-
ment. Point guard JJ Wil-
liams also reached double
figures with 15 points and
dished seven assists. Brouk
Ephrem turned in a key per-
formance, dominating the
boards in the second half.

The 44-43 triumph over
Everett was a thriller that
saw Chelsea overcome a
six-point deficit with 1:30
to play. “Our relentless de-
fense set us up to win, hold-
ing Everett to only 13 points
in the second half, 10 in the
third and just three in the
fourth quarter,” said Castro.
“The fact that Everett only
scored three free throws and
no field goals in the fourth
speaks volumes about our
defense.”

The outcome of the con-
test came down to the final
20 seconds with the Devils
trailing, 43-41 and Everett
in possession of the ball.
However, Chelsea stole
the ball and Castro called
a timeout. The Red Devils
worked the ball around the
perimeter of the Crimson
Tide defense until Hus Mo-
hammed drove toward the
basket from the right wing
with about eight seconds on
the clock, drawing two de-

Option

92 WEEKS

Business Card Size
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2col x 3 in.
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2 COLOR ADS/MONTH

fenders.

Mohammed then kicked
the ball back to the left wing
where Roify Otanez was
open just beyond the arc.
Roify calmly stepped into
his shot and swished the
trey, with the ball falling
through the hoop with less
than five seconds to go.

“It was a great win for
both the city and our play-
ers,” said Castro of the dra-
matic victory, which report-
edly was the first triumph
by a CHS boys basketball
team over Everett since
1988 (though it should be
noted that the schools did
not play each other for al-
most all of that time frame
because Chelsea joined the
Commonwealth  Athletic
Conference in the 1990s).

“Brouk Ephrem hit some
clutch free throws and
once again controlled the
boards,” Castro added.

The 60-49 win over Mal-
den on the Tuesday before
Christmas provided Chelsea
with its best start in many
years.

“I think we played a bit
sluggishly vs. Malden, but
good teams find ways to
win,” said Castro, who is in
his third season at the helm
of the CHS boys program.
“This is our best start since
I got the job. We had a good
off-season and pre-season
in which the kids worked re-
ally hard. Now, we’re going
to get back to work and im-
prove as we prepare to play
Boston English.”

Castro and his crew will
make the short trek to GBL
archrival Revere High next
Tuesday evening (January
6) for a renewal of the Bat-
tle of Broadway and then
will host GBL foe Medford
next Thursday at 6:00.

CHS GIRLS HOOP

TO HOST REVERE
The Chelsea High girls
basketball team will return
from its long holiday break
when coach Bruce Harrison
and his Lady Red Devils

CHS Roundup

host Revere next Tuesday
evening (January 6). The
opening tip is set for 5:30.

The Lady Devils, who
stand at 1-3 on the season,
came up short by a score of
61-46 to Malden in their last
contest before the vacation
break. “We need to rebound
better and stop turning the
ball over,” noted Harri-
son, whose crew will trek
to Medford next Thursday
(January 8).

CHS GIRLS TRACK
DEFEATS LYNN

ENGLISH

The Chelsea High girls
indoor track and field team
earned its first victory of the
season with a triumph over
Lynn English in a tri-meet
with Revere on the Friday
before the vacation break at
the Reggie Lewis Track and
Athletic Center in Roxbury.

Junior Lilly Serrano led
the way for the Lady Red
Devils, who defeated En-
glish 54-29 and fell to Re-
vere, 52-36. Lilly sped to
victories vs. both opponents
in both the 55 meter dash
(in 7.61 seconds) and the
300 dash (with a sprint of
44.17). She also earned sec-
ond place in the high jump
vs. Revere and first vs. En-
glish with a leap of 4’-8”.

Taken all together, Lilly
accounted for 28 points vs.
both opponents.

In addition, all three of
Lilly’s performances ranked
among the top three of all
of the GBL girls who were
competing that night. (All
eight of the GBL teams
compete among each other
on Friday evenings at the
Reggie in either dual or tri-
meets.)

Lilly was tied for the
second-fastest time of the
night in the 55 dash; her
300 clocking was the sec-
ond-fastest overall; and her
high jump was third overall.

Fellow junior Thania Si-
mon also shone at the Reg-
gie. Thania outclassed the

THE REVERE JOURNAL | THE EVERETT INDEPENDENT
THE WINTHROP TRANSCRIPT | THE EAST BOSTON

TIMES | THE CHELSEA RECORD | THE BOSTON SUN
THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT BRIDGE
BEACON HILL TIMES | NORTH END REGIONAL REVIEW

JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE

COLOR

Option e

1 AD/MONTH

2col x5in.
3.56" by 5" high

Choose from any 4 Options for an insightful
year of news, sports, and social gatherings
from your Hometown Newspapers

2 Payments of $1,013

1%t due Jan. 31, 2026  2"due June 31, 2026
We accept all major Credit Cards

CALENDAR YEAR
3colx10in.

5.42" by 10" high

— broadsheet size —

5 per

COLOR

5 per
CALENDAR YEAR

field in the long jump with
a flight of 17°-5.75”, a dis-
tance that was almost two
feet further than her closest
competitor among all of the
GBL schools.

Thania also ran a strong
race in the 300 dash with a
time of 46.53, which was
the fourth-fastest clocking
among all of the GBL girls,
to earn a second vs. English
and a third vs. Revere.

Senior Dieunie Cade-
mus also was a standout
for the Lady Red Devils,
taking first-place honors
vs. both English and Re-
vere in the shot-put with a
toss of 25°-11.25”, which
was the fifth-longest toss of
the night among the GBL
schools.

Senior Hazel Hatleberg
turned in a superlative effort
in two events. In the 1000,
Hazel took first vs. English
and second vs. Revere with
a time of 6:37.39, which
ranked as the fourth-fastest
of the night. In the mile,
Hazel also turned in the
fourth-fastest time of the
night in 6:37.39, once again
taking first vs. English and
second vs. Revere.

Additional point-scor-
ers for the Lady Red Devils
were:

-- Ashly Damas Ruiz
scored a third-place point
vs. English in the 55 dash;

--  Kimberly Fuentes

Chavez took first vs. En-
glish and second vs. Revere
in the 600;

-- Katherine Benitez fin-
ished second vs. English
and third vs. Revere in the
1000;

-- Aly Perez took first-
place honors vs. English
and second place vs. Revere
in the two-mile;

-~ Kimberly Ardona
Romero finished first vs.
English and third vs. Re-
vere in the 55 hurdles and
finished third vs. both oppo-
nents in the long jump; and

-- Harmony Rogers add-
ed a third-place point vs.
English in the shot-put.

The Lady Red Devils’
next meet vs. their GBL op-
ponents is set for January 23
at the Reggie with a tri-meet
vs. Everett and Lynn Clas-
sical.

CHS BOYS TRACK

TOPPLES ENGLISH

The Chelsea High indoor
track and field recorded its
first “W” of the season with
a 44-32 victory over Lynn
English in a tri-meet with
Revere on the Friday before
the vacation break at the
Reggie Lewis Center in rox-
bury. The Red Devils fell to
Revere, 71-20.

Xavier Guzman was the
top performer for the Red
Devil boys. He won the
600 dash with a clocking

of 1:34.02, which was the
second fastest of the night
at the Reggie, earning him
first-place vs. both Revere
and English. Steven Artica
took third place vs. English
in the 600.

Greg Ulloa took first
place vs. English in the 300
dash with a time of 43.52
and David Ponce grabbed
third place vs.English.

In the 1000, Bryan Ama-
ya-Yanes took first vs. En-
glish and second vs. Revere
in a time of 3:15.48.

Carlos Perez-Acosta
took first place vs. Revere
and second vs. English in
the mile with a clocking of
5:31.07.

Zakaria Moubtassim
finished in first place vs.
English and second vs. Re-
vere in the 2-mile in a time
of 13:17.37. Zakaria also
grabbed first vs. English and
third vs. Revere in the long
jump. Aiden Rivas-Ortega
finished second and Greg
Ulloa took third vs. English
in the LJ.

Kevin  Romero-Molina
took first vs. English and
second vs. Revere in the
shot-put with a throw of
37°-9.25”. Ugali Thomas
took second and Philip Ro-
bles took third vs. English.

The Red Devils will en-
gage ina. tri-meet vs. GBL
foes Revere and Lynn Clas-
sical on Friday, January 23.

BRUINS Beat by BobMorello

BRUINS LOOKING FOR ANSWERS

Looking back on Satur-
day night’s 4-1 loss to the
Buffalo Sabres, at the time,
it caused an immediate swap
of positions in the Atlan-
tic Division, as the Bruins
dropped into seventh place,
and the Sabres moved up to
the fifth spot. The extenuat-
ing result at the time, was the
Sabres stretched their win-
ning streak to eight games,
while the Bruins stretched
their losing streak to five.
It was a night during which
David Pastrnak would notch
the lone Bruins goal, while
Boston goalie Joonas Kor-
pisalo was on the losing
end. Once again it was the
second period, which led to
the locals’ demise, as their
loose play resulted in three
quick goals, and a hole they
could not come back from.
Among the things continu-
ing to plague the Bruins:
often weak defensive play,
stalled offense, and more

often than not, a lack of dis-
cipline — resulting in far too
many penalties to kill. Head
coach Marco Sturm contin-
ues to look into the crystal
ball, as he has moved play-
ers around, in an attempt
to spread out the team’s
strength, and even relocat-
ing Pastrnak to the third line.
All the while, general man-
ager Don Sweeney should
maybe continue to look for
the missing piece...a true
number one center. In Bos-
ton’s division (Atlantic), the

margin between first place
and last place continues to
fluctuate between eight and
ten points, magnifying the
importance and value of
each and every point. Per-
haps shoring up the blue
line with the recent return
of two six-footers, namely
Jonathan Aspirot and Hen-
ri Jokiharu will help, only
time will tell.

Saturday night (10:00pm)
Boston will play game num-
ber four of their five game
road trip, taking on the
Vancouver Canucks. The
Seattle Kraken will provide
the opposition on Tuesday
(10:00pm), before the Bru-
ins return to TD Garden ice
on Thursday (7:00pm) to
host the Calgary Flames,
and the start of a welcome
five-game homestand...
which will also include
visits from the New York
Rangers, Pittsburgh, Detroit
and Seattle.
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Fifth Annual Rally 4 Nally Polar Plunge set for J an. 3 at Carson Beach

Milestone event
alms to surpass
$500,000 raised
for ALS care and

family support

Special to the Record

To honor the life and leg-
acy of Cathy Nally and sup-
port families impacted by
ALS (amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis), siblings Dan and
Betsy Nally will host the
5th Annual Rally 4 Nally
Polar Plunge on Saturday,
January 3, 2026, at Carson
Beach. Proceeds from the
event will benefit Compas-
sionate Care ALS (CCALS)
and The Peter Frates Fam-
ily Foundation, continuing
Cathy’s mission to ensure
families facing ALS receive
compassionate care, critical
resources, and hope.

Cathy Nally, of West-
wood and Boston, passed
away in August 2022 after
a courageous two-year bat-
tle with ALS. Since its in-
ception, Rally 4 Nally has
raised more than $430,000
to support individuals and
families living with the dis-
ease and to advance critical
care and research initiatives.
Organizers expect the 2026
event to push total fundrais-
ing past $500,000, marking

Supporters pictured at a previous Rally 4 Nally Polar PIunge

a significant milestone in
the fight against the disease.

Event Details

Event: Rally 4 Nally Po-
lar Plunge & Reception

Date: Saturday, January
3,2026

Time: Registration opens
at 10:00 a.m.; plunge at ap-
proximately 11:00 a.m.

Location: Carson Beach
Boathouse, William J. Day
Blvd., Boston, MA

Post-Plunge Reception:
12:00 p.m. at Loco Taque-

ria, 412 West Broadway,
Boston, MA

To register or donate,
visit https://givebutter.com/
rally4nally.

“It’s hard to believe that
January 3, 2026 will mark
our fifth Annual Rally 4
Nally,” said Dan Nally.
“This event has grown into
something far bigger than
we ever imagined. With the
continued generosity of our
community, we’re hopeful
that this year will bring us
past $500,000 raised for

Roolinier ot

Compassionate Care ALS
and The Peter Frates Family
Foundation.”

Nally added that the
milestone carries special
meaning given the realities
of ALS. “Every year, ap-
proximately 5,000 people
in the United States are di-
agnosed with ALS, and the
average life expectancy is
less than five years. With no
cure and limited options to
slow progression, families
need immediate support.
These two organizations

are dedicated to providing
grants, equipment, educa-
tion, and peace of mind so
families can focus on cher-
ishing time together.”
Compassionate Care
ALS (CCALYS) is a nonprof-
it organization that supports
individuals living with ALS,
along with their families,
caregivers, and healthcare
providers, through compre-
hensive services addressing
both physical and emotional
needs. The organization be-
came a lifeline for the Nally

family early in Cathy’s di-
agnosis, providing hands-
on guidance and support
throughout her journey.

The Peter Frates Family
Foundation is a grant-based
organization that assists
families with the over-
whelming cost of in-home
care as ALS progresses.
Founded in honor of Pete
Frates—diagnosed with
ALS at age 27—the foun-
dation continues his lega-
cy of advocacy and action.
A former Boston College
baseball captain, Frates
helped launch the viral Ice
Bucket Challenge in 2014,
which raised more than
$225 million worldwide for
ALS research and family
support. Funding from that
effort contributed to new
treatment development, in-
cluding Relyvrio, approved
by the FDA in September
2022.

To mark the fifth anni-
versary, the Nally family
has set an online fundrais-
ing goal of $55,000, with
additional proceeds raised
through a silent auction, raf-
fle prizes, and a post-plunge
celebration. = Community
members are invited to take
the plunge, donate online,
or support the effort from
afar in Cathy Nally’s mem-
ory by visiting https://give-
butter.com/rally4nally.

Public health officials alert residents about potential exposure to measles in multiple locations

Special to the Record

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health
(DPH) confirmed today that
an out-of-state adult visitor
who spent time in Boston
and Westborough earlier
this month was diagnosed
with measles and was pres-
ent in a number of locations.
This could have resulted in
other people being exposed
to measles virus.

On December 11 at 2:39
p.m., the visitor arrived at
Boston Logan Airport on
American Airlines flight
2384 from  Dallas-Fort
Worth, TX. The visitor
stayed at the DoubleTree by
Hilton Hotel Boston-West-
borough in Westborough
and departed the state on
December 12 via Logan
Airport at 9:19 p.m. on Jet-
Blue flight 117 to Las Ve-
gas, NV.

DPH is working with
the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) and local partners
to identify and notify those
who may have been ex-
posed to measles from this
individual.

“Measles is a highly
contagious, airborne dis-
ease, which has increased
significantly in the United
States because of the un-

A SHORT STORY ABOUT A
MOTORCYCLE.
AND A SUDDEN TURN.

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful.

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while.

American :
Academy of
Orthopaedic

Surgeons
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CELEBRATING
HUMAN HEALING

fortunate decrease in vac-
cination rates. It is also a
preventable disease,” said
Public Health Commission-
er Robbie Goldstein, MD,
PhD. “This current situa-
tion serves as an important
reminder of the critical role
vaccination plays in protect-
ing our communities. While
Massachusetts has not had
a measles case this year,
2025 saw the highest num-
ber of nationwide cases in
more than a decade — near-
ly 2,000 in 44 jurisdictions,
and sadly, three deaths. Fif-
teen years ago, measles had
been considered eliminated
in the United States, but
that tremendous progress is
at risk. Vaccines are one of
the most important public
health interventions ever —
they are safe, effective, and
lifesaving.”

Measles is very conta-
gious. However, the risk
to most people in Massa-
chusetts is low because the
vaccination rate in the state
is high. People who are not
immune and visited any of
the locations on the follow-
ing dates and times may be
at risk for developing mea-
sles.

Exposures to this individ-
ual may have occurred at
the following locations and
times:

T(!UR HOMETOWN ]NFWSPM PER SINCE 1881
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* Logan Airport Terminal
B, Boston, MA, 2:30 p.m.-
4:45 p.m., Thursday 12/11

* DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel Boston-Westborough,
Westborough, MA, between
3:30 p.m., Thursday 12/11
and 9 p.m., Friday 12/12

* Logan Airport Termi-
nal C, Boston, MA, 6 p.m.-
11:30 p.m., Friday 12/12

Those who could have
been exposed and begin
to develop symptoms of
measles should call their
healthcare provider before
visiting an office, clinic,
or emergency department.
Visiting a healthcare facil-
ity may put others at risk
and should be avoided if
possible. Anyone who has
had measles in the past or
has received two doses of
the Measles, Mumps, and
Rubella (MMR) vaccine is
unlikely to develop measles
even if exposed.

Early symptoms of mea-
sles occur 7 to 21 days after
exposure and may resemble
a cold (with fever, cough,
runny nose, and red eyes). A
rash occurs on the skin 2 to
4 days after the initial symp-
toms develop. The rash usu-
ally appears first on the head
and then moves downward.
The rash typically lasts a
few days and then disap-
pears in the same order.

SO CENTS

People with measles may
be contagious up to four
days before the rash appears
and for four days after the
rash appears.

“This case is a reminder
that everyone should be vac-
cinated against measles to
protect themselves and oth-
ers from this highly infec-
tious disease. With multiple
measles outbreaks across
the country and increased
travel around the holidays,
now is an important time
to ensure that you and your
family are protected. Two
doses of MMR vaccine are
97% effective at preventing
measles and provides pro-
tection against mumps and
rubella infection,” said Dr.
Bisola Ojikutu, MD, MPH,
FIDSA, Commissioner
of Public Health for the
City of Boston. “Children
should receive the vaccine
at 12-15 months of age and
again before kindergarten
to ensure strong immunity.
Children who are at least 6
months old who are trav-
eling internationally or to
areas of the US with active
outbreaks should receive an
early dose of vaccine before
traveling. It is never too late
for children or adults to get
the measles vaccine even
if they are past the recom-
mended age.”
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According to the CDC,
as of December 23, a total
of 1,988 measles cases have
been reported in 44 juris-
dictions across the United
States in 2025. The majority
were unvaccinated or had
unknown vaccination sta-
tus (93 percent), 3 percent
had one dose of the MMR
vaccine, and 4 percent had
two doses. There have been
three confirmed deaths in
the US from measles this
year.

Due to the increase in
measles cases nationally,
DPH urges anyone who has
not been vaccinated or does
not know their measles im-
munization status to contact
their healthcare provider to
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get vaccinated with at least
one dose of the MMR vac-
cine. Measles vaccine given
within 72 hours of exposure
may prevent measles dis-
ease. Vaccination beyond
this window will provide
protection from subsequent
exposures.

Health care providers
who suspect measles should
call DPH at 617-983-6800
immediately for recommen-
dations and testing guid-
ance. Providers in Boston
should call the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission at
617-534-5611.

Learn more about mea-
sles on DPH’s website.

To the City and Beyond! Promote your
Yard Sale in six communities for one low price!
Revere Journal - Chelsea Record - Winthrop Sun Transcript
East Boston Times Free Press - Everett Independent -
Charlestown Patriot Bridge
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FresH AND LocAL

Jacket Potatoes

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

In this country, we call
them baked potatoes, while
in the UK they’re called
jacket potatoes. We can
learn a lot from our friends
across the water when it
comes to cooking and top-
ping these easy and tempt-
ing additions to our menus.

Some of the best-known
food trucks in the UK are
“Spud Bros” and “Spud
Man.” They both serve hu-
mongous portions of per-
sonalized jacket potatoes to
lines of happy customers.
When it’s your turn, the
vendor will dish up a steam-
ing-hot, well-baked potato
from the oven, pop it open,
and begin cutting into the
fluffy interior.

Then, the rapid-fire ques-
tions begin: what kind of
butter, what type of sauce,
what fillings, what toppings.
Popular choices include gar-
lic butter, beans and cheese,
chile con carne, cole slaw,
tuna salad, chicken curry,
and bolognese. The cost for
a loaded spud ranges from

$4.50 to $7 USD, making
these a fast, filling, and rel-
atively inexpensive meal
option.

Home Made

We have yet to see a spud
truck in our area, and list-
ings of potato options with
toppings are not on cafe
menus here yet. However,
with a few tips and some
pantry or freezer items,
you can explore the world
of jacket potatoes at home.
And one of the best parts is
that you can make Jacket
potatoes for one person or a
crowd.

First, you need the right
potato variety. Russets are
the closest thing we have
to the Maris Piper or King
Edward potatoes used in the
UK. Next, you have to re-
learn how to bake potatoes.
Set your oven or air fryer
to 400 degrees. Scrub the
potato, either poke holes in
it with a fork or cut a seam
down the middle to prevent
it from bursting, oil and salt
it, and roast it for 45 minutes
to an hour until the skin is

crunchy and a fork will go
through the thickest part
with no resistance. Do not
wrap it in foil, which will
destroy the crispy skin.

We often change things
up by using sweet potatoes
for our jacket potato meals.
While the potatoes bake,
you can have fun deciding
on toppings. We made one
of our recent favorites from
frozen Thanksgiving left-
overs. We topped sweet po-
tatoes with a base of sausage
stuffing, a layer of frozen
peas, and shredded turkey.
We served turkey gravy on
the side. It was delicious
and a nice change from our
usual leftover options.

Stock Your Pantry and
Freezer

Jacket potatoes can help
you avoid food waste.
Thanksgiving leftovers ar-
en’t the only thing you can
use as potato toppings. The
next time you make chili,
curry, or another family fa-
vorite, create some one-po-
tato-sized portions to freeze.
Then, when you need an

Here’s a jacket sweet potato created from Thanksgiving leftovers of sausage stuffing, frozen
peas, and shredded turkey with gravy on the side.

easy meal, roast your spud
and thaw the topping. Look
around your canned goods,
and see what you have that
would tempt you on a jack-
et potato. We would in-
clude cans of flavored tuna
or salmon to add protein,
beans are a popular UK op-
tion, and you can also add
seasoning to the beans and

change up the cheese to
create new flavors. Do you
have leftover Indian or Chi-
nese takeout on hand? Turn
it into a fresh meal by serv-
ing it as a potato topping.
For more guidance on
this topic, we suggest vis-
iting Poppy O’Toole’s (aka
Poppy Cooks) YouTube
channel and website. She is

a Michelin-trained chef who
has taken on the self-titled
“Potato Queen” of the inter-
net. She is fun, funny, and
stuffed full of great potato
ideas.

Do you have a question
or topic for Fresh & Local?
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.
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LEGAL NOTICE

Chelsea Licensing Commission,
January 15, 2026
Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held
by the Chelsea Licensing
Commission on Thursday,
January 15, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
at the City Council Chambers,
500 Broadway, Chelsea, MA.
For a Change of Manager and
Change of Location on a Beer
and Wine Alcohol Bever-
ages (on Premise) License
application for Sandovalmia
Inc. d/b/a Los Amigos at 92
Washington Avenue, Chelsea
MA. Please he advised that you
must notify, via Certified Re-
turn Receipt mail, all abutters
to the licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Beatrice Hernandez
Licensing Administrator
12/24/2025, 12/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE

City of Chelsea

Public Hearing
The City of Chelsea
Department of Housing and
Community Development
will hold an in-person Public
Hearing on Thursday, January
8th, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Housing and Community
Development Conference
Room, located at 500
Broadway, Room 102, Chelsea,
MA 02150. The purpose of
this meeting is o discuss the
City's proposed amendment to
the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) for Fiscal
Year 2024. We will review the
year's proposed Community
Development Strategy, and
generate public input. This
Public Hearing is a require-
ment prior to submitting
the (DBG amendment to
the Massachusetts Executive
Office of Housing and Livable
Communities (EOHLC).
(DBG funds may be used for
eligible projects/activities in
the categories, including but
not limited to, housing rehabil-
itation, community economic
development, public facilities/
infrastructure, planning, and/
or public/social services. The
proposed amendment sees to

add an additional acivity of
housing rehabilitation with
an emphasis on homes in
need of lead abatement and
remediation.
The City of Chelsea is a
Mini-entitlement community
that receives CDBG funds on
a non-competitive basis for
eligible activities. The City
of Chelsea’s Department of
Housing and (Development
staff will implement the
(DBG program. Staff from
the Chelsea Department of
Housing and Community
Development will be present
to hear any and all comments
and recommendations. All per-
sons or organizations wishing
to comment will be given an
opporunity to be heard. You
may also submit comments in
writing by January 8th, 2026
to the Chelsea Department
of Housing and Community
Development, 500 Broadway,
Room 101, Chelsea, MA 02150,
Attn: CDBG Program, or via
email to hsavino@chelseama.
gov
Benjamin Cares
Director, Housing and Commu-
nity Development
City of Chelsea

12/24/2025, 12/31/25

(

LEGAL NOTICE

Aviso Legal

Ciudad de Chelsea

Audiencia Publica
El Departamento de Vivienda
y Desarrollo Comunitario de
la Ciudad de Chelsea llevard a
cabo una Audiencia Publica en
persona el jueves 8 de enero
de 2026 a las 6 p.m. en la
Sala de Conferencias de Vivi-
enda y Desarrollo Comunitario,
ubicado en 500 Broadway,
Room 102, Chelsea, MA 02150.
El objetivo de esta reunidn es
deboatir la enmienda propuesta
a la Subvencion en Blogue
para el Desarrollo Comunitario
(CDBG) de la Cuidad para el
aiio fiscal 2024. Revisaremos
la Estrategia de Desarrollo Co-
munitario propuesta para ese
afio y solicitaremos la opinién
publica. Esta Audiencia Piblica
es un requisito previo a la pre-
sentacion de la enmienda a la
(DBG ante la Oficina Ejecutiva
de Vivienda y Comunidades
Habitables de Massachusetts
(EOHLC).
Los fondos (DBG pueden
usarse para proyectos/

actividades elegibles en las
categorias - incluidas pero
no limitadas - rehabilitacion
de viviendas, desarrollo
econdmico comunitario,
instalaciones / infraestructura
poblicas, planificacion y/o
servicios piblicos/sociales. La
enmienda propuesta planea
afiadir una adtividad adicional
de rehabilitacion de viviendas
con énfasis en las viviendas
que necesitan remediacion de
plomo.
La ciudad de Chelsea es una
comunidad con mini-beneficios
que recibe fondos CDBG de
forma no competitiva para
actividades elegibles. El
personal del Departamento
de Vivienda y Desarrollo
Comunitario de la Ciudad de
Chelsea va a implementar el
programa (DBG. Personal del
Departamento de Vivienda
y Desarrollo Comunitario va
a estar presente para recibir
cualquier y todas las recomen-
daciones. Todas las personas u
organizaciones que deseen co-
mentar tendrdn la posibilidad
de ser escuchadas. También
puede enviar comentarios por
escrito antes del 8 de enero
de 2026 al Departamento
de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comu-
nitario, 500 Broadway, Oficina
101, Chelsea, MA 02150, Attn:
(DBG Programa, o por email a
hsavino@chelseama.gov.
Ben Cares
Director de Vivienda y Desar-
rollo Comunitario
Ciudad de Chelsea
12/24/2025, 12/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE

FELSE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2025-25

Nofice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that
a Regular Meefing of the
Chelsea Planning Board will
be held on:
Tuesday, January 27, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor,
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applico-
tion of:
320 Revere Beach Realty
For Major Site Plan Approval
for the construction of a
sixty-seven (67) residential
dwelling units structures
which does not meet the
requirements for minimum lot
size, offstreet parking spaces,

minimum side yard setback,
maximum density, maximum
height, maximum number of
stories, minimum rear yard
sethack, minimum usable
open space, minimum lot size
per unit and minimum access
aisle width at the premises
known as:

320 Revere Beach Parkway

A copy of the application

and pefition is available for
review at:

City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours: Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday 8
a.m. fo 4 p.m. - Tuesday,

8 a.m. - 7 p.m. - Friday, 8
a.m. fo noon

12/24/25,12/31/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
INVITATION FOR BIDS
SUBSTITUTE STAFFING AND
MANAGEMENT SERVICES

The City of Chelsea,
Massachusetts, through its
Chief Procurement Officer, is
seeking bids for the purchase
of “Substitute Staffing and
Management Services”.
Bids will be available on or
after January 05, 2026 by
visiting the City's website at
https://www.chelseama.gov/
departments/purchasing/
current_bids____solicitations.
php.
Bids must be sealed and dlear-
ly marked “Substitute Staffing
and Management Services”
and submitted to the Office of
the Chief Procurement Officer
no later than 10:30AM on
Thursday, January 22, 2026.
The City of Chelsea reserves
the right to accept any
proposal, to reject any or
all proposals and to waive
minor irregularities and/or
formalities as it deems to be in
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan,
we are inviting all qualified
women and minority business
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.
This invitation for bid is in
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter
308.
Ledia Koco
Chief Procurement Officer
12/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE

Section 00 11 13

ADVERTISEMENT TO BID
MGL ¢.149 Over $150K
The CHELSEA HOUSING
AUTHORITY, the Awarding
Authority, invites sealed hids
from Contractors for the
Structural Concrete Repairs at
State Aided Development:
Buckley (667-2) in Chelsea,
Massachusetts, in accordance
with the documents
prepared by FERENTINOS
ARCHITECTURE LLC.
The Project consists of but not
limited to:
Structural concrete repairs
to all eighteen (18) existing
reinforced concrete columns,
including associated beam
repairs, temporary shoring,
surface preparation, and
protective coatings, with
work coordinated to maintain
parking and resident access.
The work is estimated to cost
$1,514,046.00.
All hidding Requests for
Information (RFls) shall
be submitted online by
01,/02/2026 ot
4:00PM EST for general bids.
Bids are subject fo M.G.L. c.149
§44A-) & to minimum wage
rates as required by
M.G.L. 149 §§26 o 27H
inclusive.
THIS PROJECT IS BEING ELEC-
TRONICALLY BID AND HARD
COPY BIDS WILL
NOT BE ACCEPTED. Please
review the instructions in the
bid documents on how to
register as an electronic bid-
der. All Bids shall be submitted
online at biddocs.com and
received no luter than the date
and time specified.
General hidders must be certi-
fied by the Division of Capital
Asset Management and
Maintenance (DCAMM) in the
following category of work,
Masonry, and must submit a
current DCAMM Certificate of
Eligibility and signed DCAMM
Prime,/General
Contractor Update Statement.
General Bids will be received
until 21 January 2026 at
3:00PM EST and publicly
opened
online, forthwith.
Filed Sub-bids for the trades
listed below will be received
until NULL at NULL and
publicly opened online,
forthwith.
Filed sub-hidders must be

DCAMM certified for the trades
listed below and bidders must
include a current DCAMM
Sub-Bidder Certificate of Eligi-
bility and a signed DCAMM
Sub-Bidder's Update State-

ment.
12/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE'S NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained

in a certain Mortgage given
by Francisco A. Velez and
Rebecca Velez to Beneficial
Massachusetts Inc., dated July
18, 2007 and recorded with
the Suffolk County Registry of
Deeds at Book 42180, Page
73, subsequently assigned

to U.S. BANK TRUST, N.A. AS
TRUSTEE FOR LSF9 MASTER
PARTICIPATION TRUST by
BENEFICIAL MASSACHUSETTS
INC. by assignment recorded
in said Suffolk County Regisiry
of Deeds at Book 56798, Page
250, subsequently assigned to
J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE AC-
QUISITION CORP. by U.S. BANK
TRUST, N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR
LSF9 MASTER PARTICIPATION
TRUST by assignment recorded
in said Suffolk County Registry
of Deeds at Book 60651, Page
84, subsequently assigned fo
U.S. Bank Trust National As-
sociation, not in its individual
capacity but solely as Owner
Trustee for Legacy Mortgage
Asset Trust 2018-RPL2 by J.P.
Morgan Mortgage Acquisition
Corp. by assignment recorded
in said Suffolk County Regisiry
of Deeds at Book 71336, Page
53 for breach of the conditions
of said Mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing same
will be sold at Public Auction at
12:00 PM on January 22, 2026
at 75 Prescott Avenue, Unit #1,
Chelsea, MA, all and singular
the premises described in said
Mortgage, to wit:

THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY IN
CHELSEA, MASSACHUSETTS.
UNIT 1IN PRESCOTT AVENUE
CONDOMINIUM CREATED BY
MASTER DEED DATED APRIL 15,
2003 AND RECORDED WITH
THE SUFFOLK COUNTY REGIS-
TRY OF DEEDS IN BOOK 31162,
PAGE 69 BEING THE SAME UNIT
DESCRIBED IN PRESCOTT AVE-
NUE CONDOMINIUM CREATED
BY MASTER DEED RECORDED
WITH SAID DEEDS IN BOOK
12697, PAGE 244 IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS
OF G.L.C.183A. SAID UNIT IS

LAID OUT AS SHOWN ON PLAN
FILED WITH THE MASTER DEEDS
AND TO WHICH IS ATTACHED
AVERIFIED STATEMENT IN

THE FORM PROVIDED FOR IN
G.L.C. 183A, SECTION 9. SAID
UNIT CONTAINS 1409 SQUARE
FEET ACCORDING TO SAID
PLAN. THE UNIT IS CONVEYED
TOGETHER WITH A 50 PERCENT
PERCENTAGE INTEREST (A)

IN THE COMMON AREAS AND
FACILITIES OF THE CONDO-
MINIUM, AS DESCRIBED IN THE
MASTER DEEDS AND (B) IN THE
PRESCOTT AVENUE CONDOMINI-
UM TRUST, DATED APRIL 15,
2003 AND RECORDED WITH
SAID DEEDS IN BOOK 31162,
PAGE 71 BEING THE SAME
DECLARATION OF TRUST DATED
JULY 24, 1986 AND RECORDED
WITH SAID REGISTRY OF DEEDS
ON JULY 24, 1986, BOOK
12697, PAGE 256. THE UNIT IS
T0 BE USED FOR RESIDENTIAL
PURPOSES AND USES ACCESSO-
RY THERETO PERMITTED FROM
TIME TO TIME BY THE ZONING
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
CHELSEA AND THE COMMON
AREAS AND FACILITIES SHALL
NOT BE USED FOR ANY PUR-
POSES INCONSISTENT THERE-
WITH AND THOSE PREMISES
SHALL BE USED FOR NO OTHER
PURPOSES, EXCEPT AS MAY

BE EXPRESSLY PERMITTED BY
THE TRUSTEES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH PROVISIONS OF THE
PRESCOTT AVENUE CONDO-
MINIUM TRUSTS. THE GRANTEE
ACQUIRES THE UNIT WITH THE
BENEFIT OF, AND SUBJECT TO,
THE PROVISIONS OF G.L.C.
183A, RELATING TO CONDO-
MINIUMS, AS THAT STATUTE

IS WRITTEN AS OF THE DATE
HEREOF AS IT MAY HEREAFTER
BE AMENDED, THE MASTER
DEEDS AND CONDOMINIUM
TRUSTS REFERRED TO ABOVE
AND BY-LAWS AND RULES

AND REGULATIONS FROM
TIME TO TIME ADOPTED THERE
UNDER, AND ALL MATTERS OF
RECORD STATED OR REFERRED
TO IN THE MASTER DEEDS AS
COMPLETELY AS IF EACH WERE
FULLY SET FORTH HEREIN.
GRANTEE ALSO ACQUIRES WITH
SAID UNIT AN EASEMENT FOR
EXCLUSIVE USE OF PARKING
SPACES NUMBER 1 AND 2
SHOWN ON THE SITE PLAN
REFERRED TO IN SECTION 4 OF
THE MASTER DEEDS. GRANTEE
ACQUIRES SAID EXCLUSIVE
EASEMENT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 5.2 OF THE MAS-
TER DEEDS. BEING THE SAME
PROPERTY CONVEYED FROM
JOHN P. HOGAN, JR. (MARITAL
STATUS NOT STATED) TO FRAN-
(ISCO A. VELEZ AND REBECCA

DONT FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS

TOSEE IFYOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WRIVER

VELEZ, HUSAND AND WIFE,
T/8B/E BY DEED RECORDED
6,/24/05, IN BOOK 37391, AT
PAGE 133, IN THE REGISTER'S
OFFICE OF SUFFOLK COUNTY,
MASSACHUSETTS.

The premises are to be sold
subject to and with the benefit
of all easements, restrictions,
encroachments, huilding

and zoning laws, liens,
unpaid faxes, tax titles, water
bills, municipal liens and
assessments, rights of tenants
and parties in possession, and
attorney's fees and costs.
TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS
(55,000.00) in the form of
certified check, bank treasur-
er's check or money order will
be required fo e delivered at
or before the time the bid is
offered. The successful bidder
will be required fo execute
Foreclosure Sale Agreement
immediately after the close
of the bidding. The balance
of the purchase price shall

be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in
the form of a certified check,
bank treasurer’s check or
other check satisfactory to
Mortgagee's attorney. The
Mortgagee reserves the right
to bid at the sale, o reject any
and all bids, to confinue the
sale and to amend the terms
of the sale by written or oral
announcement made before
or during the foreclosure sale.
If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to
a return of the deposit paid.
The purchaser shall have no
further recourse against the
Morigagor, the Mortgagee or
the Mortgagee's attorney. The
descripfion of the premises
contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an
error in this publication. TIME
WILL BE OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms, if any, to be
announced at the sale.

U.S. Bank Trust National As-
sociation, not in its individual
capacity but solely as owner
trustee for Legacy Morigage
Asset Trust 2018-RPL2

Present Holder of said
Mortgage,

By lts Attorneys,

ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC

PO Box 540540

Waltham, MA 02454

Phone: (781) 790-7800
23-003626

12/31/25,1/1/26,1/14/26
C
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Special to the Record

At a time when many
families are welcoming
new pets into their homes,
Animal Rescue League of
Boston (ARL) shares ex-
pert resources and advice
about settling furry family
members into a new envi-
ronment. Resources include
ARL’s Pet Behavior Help-
line — a free service that can
answer basic pet behavioral
questions. Whether it’s ex-
cessive barking, crate train-
ing, house soiling, or anoth-
er issue, pet families with
questions can call the Pet
Behavior Helpline at (617)
226-5666 or via email be-
haviorhelpline@arlboston.
org.

“It’s very special to wel-
come a new family member
to the household, especially
during the holiday season.
These first few weeks as a
family are very important
and ARL is here with the
resources and guidance to
make the experience posi-

Animal Rescue League of Boston offers tips

tive and joyful for pets and
their new families,” says
ARL Animal Behavior
Manager, Laney Nee.
Tips for early days
with dogs and cats

* Have a ‘safe space’ for
your new pet set up and
ready for them — somewhere
they can call their own that
may contain their special
toys, bedding, scratching
trees for cats or a crate for
dogs — this space helps them
get comfortable

e Less is more when in-
troducing your pet to their
new life, so be aware of all
the new things your pet is
experiencing and recognize
when they might be over-
whelmed and need a break

* Go back to basics with
house training for dogs and
provide easy access to food,
water and litterboxes for
cats until they get used to
their new spaces

Tips for daily routines
e Create a routine for you
and your new pet right from

and resources for families

the beginning

e Change can be over-
whelming so creating a rou-
tine for your new dog is a
key to success. The routine
should have set times for
potty breaks, meals, walks,
playtime, and independent
time in their own space
with special toys and treats
which get put away till the
next time they are back in
their safe space.

* A routine can help en-
sure your new cat has the
opportunity to follow their
instincts  which includes
their need to hunt, catch,
eat, groom, and sleep. There
are many ways to accom-
plish this with many home-
made items such as boxes,
egg cartons, paper bags,
toilet paper and paper towel
rolls for treat puzzles.

Tips for relationship
building
* Get active
Sniffari walks— let your
dog stop and sniff!
Explore a new neighbor-

* Revere ¢ Everett » Winthrop * Lynn ¢ East Boston * Chelsea * Charlestown

Independent Newspaper Group

T81-485-0588

Ext 102

(HAESTONN

Fax: 781-485-1403

E-Mail Your Ad To:
class@reverejournal.com
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ClaSSlﬁed oz

REAL ESTATE
Sales * Rentals
Land * Commercial

General ¢ Services

+ Auto Sales * Yard Sales
« Miscellaneous

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
www.mastrocola.com

LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call our classified department.

Call 781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For dlassified line ads, deadlines are Monday by
4 p.m. Call 781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403

For Advertising
Rates, Please Call
781-485-0588

hood — the usual neighbor-
hood walks can get boring
and routine — consider walk-
ing or driving to a different
neighborhood to explore

Two toy fetch — alternate
tossing two toys to your dog
while walking

* Keep them engaged

Use a snuffle mat or

wrap some treats up in a
towel and let dogs use their
nose to snuffle around and
find all the food, or make
a “licky mat” with canned
food, peanut butter or cream
cheese — smear it on a lick
mat and they can spend time
licking it until it’s all gone

Enroll in dog training
classes and teach your dog
new skills, ARL has a va-
riety of offerings at our
Dedham Campus, visit arl.
boston/dog-training to learn
more

Interactive play for cats
can be done with wand teas-
er cat toys, chasing little
play mice or balls with bells
or make a small investment
for automated toys that

move if the cat walks past
them or interacts with them

Helpful Videos

* “Name Game for Dogs”
— incorporate this game
into your routine to create
a bond and help your new
dog respond quickly when
you say their name. Visit
arl.boston/dog-name-game
to watch a demonstration

* “Greeting Exercise” —
practice this with family
and friends so your dog can
learn to greet people and
other dogs politely. Visit
arl.boston/dog-greeting-ex-
ercise to learn more

At ARL, we believe that
positive reinforcement, re-
ward-based training meth-
ods are the best course of
action, especially when
teaching dogs new things or
desensitizing fearful dogs to
new experiences.

More digital resources,
including new dog and new
cat guides, are available at
ARL’s website.

Pets are family. This belief

is at the heart of everything
we do at the Animal Rescue
League of Boston. ARL is
the first female-founded
animal welfare organiza-
tion in Massachusetts and
is proud to carry on a leg-
acy of kindness and com-
passion, helping more than
20,000 animals annually
since 1899. Recognized for
innovative, award-winning
programs that go beyond
sheltering, ARL addresses
the root causes of the is-
sues facing animals and the
people who love them. By
partnering with commu-
nities, ARL helps animals
heal and thrive, keeps pets
and people together, and
protects animals from harm.
Because there is no govern-
ment funding for this im-
portant work, animals must
rely on people like you to
get the care they need, when
they need it most, 365 days
a year. For more informa-
tion, visit arlboston.org and
follow ARL on Facebook,
LinkedIn, and Instagram.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1

Santlago, Doris
Loving, Aaron
Matos, Hochi
Orion Group LLC

eReaIt

SELLER 1
103-105 Broadway Chelsea Irving Place LLC
Rodriguez, Vima M
Feldman, Jonah S
Corliss, Scott
Warfield, Anthony

Adwsors

ADDRESS PRICE

103 Broadway $1,900,000
105 Washington Ave $905,000
16 Tremont St #2 $507,000
17 Ingleside Ave $890,000
7 Nichols St #2 $590,000

Serving buyers sellers,
and landlords since 2001.

info@chelsearealestate.com 781-201 9488
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Washington Avenue residential project to come before zoning board

By Adam Swift

A revised plan for a res-
idential development with
one commercial space at
123 Washington Ave. will
go before the zoning board
of appeals for special permit
approvals at its next meet-
ing on Tuesday, Jan. 13.

At its December meet-
ing, the planning board ap-
proved the major site plan
review for the project, as
well as recommended ap-
proval of the special permits
to the ZBA.

The original proposal for
the project was to convert

the funeral home to nine
residential units with two
commercial units, accord-
ing to project attorney Da-
vid Rossi. The revised plan
calls for only one commer-
cial space, thus giving the
developer the opportunity
to increase the size of the
residential units.

“A little bit over a month
ago, we originally had two
retail spots on the first floor
and we had a design that was
more contemporary on the
retail portion of it, and the
units were smaller units,”
said Rossi. “After speaking
to the board, listening to

their recommendations, we
actually made larger units.”

The revised plan has
one four-bedroom unit,
six three-bedrooms that
average between 850 and
1,000 square feet, and one
two-bedroom that is 700
square feet.

“We removed one re-
tail space on the right-hand
side, and now have one re-
tail space on the left-hand
side,” said Rossi. “Original-
ly, it was two retail spots; by
removing one of the retail
spots we made larger units
throughout the building, we
shifted them. We brought

the look of the first two
floors, we dropped that all
the way down to the ground
level ... to give it more of
a residential design, and we
also stepped back the build-
ing so it’s not as close to the
street as it was before.”

With the stepped back
area, Rossi said there will
be room for additional land-
scaping such as grass or
shrubs.

Planning Board member
Regina Taylor thanked the
applicants for the revised
design, stating that it was
more visually attractive.

Rossi noted that there

are no solid plans yet for
what will occupy the retail
space, but said it could be
something like a real estate
or property management of-
fice.

“We don’t expect any-
thing with heavy traffic now,
especially since we shifted
it over to the left-hand side,
S0 it’s not as visible a retail
component,” said Rossi.

In other business at its
December meeting, the
planning board continued
its hearing on a proposal to
add nine residential units
over a garage space at 46-
48 Library St. to its Janu-

ary meeting. Several board
members asked for revised
plans for the project, which
would connect to an exist-
ing three-unit structure on
the property.

There were concerns
raised about the number of
units proposed, as well as
the lack of windows at the
rear of the building in some
of the units.

The next planning board
meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, Jan. 27.

Local officials and vol-
unteers prepared over 1,000
meals for area homeless on

SCENES FROM THE PINE STREET INN CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION

Christmas Eve at Pine Street
Inn. Generous donation al-
lowed the Pine Street Inn to

provide steak and chocolate
cake for this year’s dinner.

Shown (left to right) are Rabbi Dan Slipakoff, Lyndia Downie, Pastor Solomon Alipoh, Delphia

Bizzell, and Fr. Jon Unni.

Lyndia Downie, President and Executive Director of Pine Street Inn mentions that, “There’s
no good time to be homeless, The holidays are the toughest time... people feel it, | think, a lot
more than they do the rest of the year.”
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The Ripples of Hope choir performed for the event.
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