
Special to the Record

State Representative Ju-
dith Garcia (D-Chelsea) has 
been appointed by Speak-
er of the House Ronald J. 
Mariano to serve on the 
Early Education and Care 
Workforce Council, a state-
wide body established to 
strengthen and stabilize the 
early education and care 
workforce in Massachu-
setts. Representative Gar-
cia’s three-year term begins 
immediately.

The Early Education and 
Care Workforce Council is 
charged with developing 

strategies to recruit, retain, 
and support early educa-
tors, recognizing them as 

the backbone of the Com-
monwealth’s efforts to en-
sure that every child has 
access to high-quality early 
learning. The council brings 
together state officials, ed-
ucators, workforce experts, 
and community leaders to 
address persistent staffing 
shortages, strengthen pro-
fessional pathways, and 
improve compensation and 
workplace conditions for 
early childhood educators.

“I’m proud to appoint 
Representative Garcia to the 
Early Education and Care 
Workforce Council, as her 
experience serving on the 
Legislature’s Joint Com-
mittee on Education will 
allow her to bring a unique 
and valuable perspective 
to the important work that 
the Council will do,” said 
House Speaker Ronald J. 
Mariano (D-Quincy). “I’m 
confident that the Council’s 

work will help to ensure that 
the Commonwealth contin-
ues to support the early edu-
cation and care sector, while 
also advancing the progress 
that we’ve already made 
towards providing more 
affordable, high-quality 
programming for families 
across Massachusetts.”

Representative Garcia, a 
member of the Legislature’s 
Joint Committee on Educa-
tion, called the appointment 
an extraordinary opportu-
nity to elevate the voices 
of families, educators, and 
working parents in commu-
nities like Chelsea and Ev-
erett.

“Early educators play 
a crucial role in support-
ing children and families,” 
said Representative Gar-
cia. “They are caregivers, 
teachers, mentors, and es-
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The Chelsea Record will be published a day early, December 24, next week.

City of Chelsea announces 
holiday season building closures

Significant Impact
Chelsea’s Housing & Community Development 
Dept. deliver testimony to Joint Committee on 
emergency preparedness after grant canceled

 PHOTO COURTESY OF REPRESENTATIVE GARCIA

Pictured at the Massachusetts State House: (left to right) State 
Representative Judith Garcia, Chelsea Housing & Community 
Development Director Ben Cares, Chelsea Housing & Com-
munity Deputy Director Emily Granoff, and State Senator Sal 
DiDomenico.

Special to the Record

In response to the can-
cellation of a federal grant, 
leaders of Chelsea’s Hous-
ing & Community Develop-
ment Department delivered 
testimony to the Joint Com-
mittee on Emergency Pre-
paredness and Management 

and the House Committee 
on Federal Funding, Policy 
and Accountability at the 
Massachusetts State House 
on November 20.

The testimony spotlight-
ed the impacts on Chelsea 
of the federal government’s 

Rep. Garcia tapped for Early Education & Care Workforce Council

License commission 
approves extended 
New Year’s Eve hours

ZBA approves Pearl Street apartment addition

By Adam Swift

Bars and restaurants will 
be able to stay open a little 
bit later this New Year’s 
Eve.

As it has done in past 
years, the license commis-
sion approved an extension 
of closing hours on New 
Year’s Eve to 2 a.m. for es-
tablishments that serve al-
cohol on premises.

There was little discus-

sion on the motion from the 
commission and no public 
input prior to the vote.

In other business, the 
commission continued a 
vote on a change of stock-
holders for Rancho Las Pu-
pusas on Second Street until 
its January meeting.

The commission also 
approved a transfer of a 

Special to the Record

Chelsea municipal build-
ings will be closed in ob-
servance of the holidays 
on December 25 and 26, 
2025, and January 1 and 2, 
2026 to provide City em-
ployees with time to relax, 
travel, and celebrate with 
their families. Public safety 
buildings will remain open. 
In addition, the following 
changes in service will be 
implemented:

• Curbside trash and recy-
cling collection will not be 
collected on December 25 
or January 1 resulting in a 
one-day delay in collection 

for the remainder of each re-
spective week, with Thurs-
day’s routes collected on 
Friday, and Friday’s routes 
collected on Saturday.

• Enforcement of the 
City’s Residential Parking 
Program will be suspended 
during the following peri-
ods:

• December 24 at 4 p.m. 
through December 29 at 12 
a.m.; and

• December 31 at 4 p.m. 
through January 5 at 12 a.m.

• Parking enforcement 
for street sweeping will not 
take place on December 25 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to 

the Christmas
Holiday

Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025

THE 11TH ANNUAL 
DIDOMENICO 

FOUNDATION TOY DRIVE 
A HUGE SUCCESS

Senator Sal DiDomenico and the Di-
Domenico Foundation had a banner 2025 
toy drive event, over $50,000 in toys were 
purchased by Senator DiDomenico and his 
tireless crew of holiday volunteers, from 
around the communities, Everett, Chelsea, 
Revere, and Saugus. 

Senator DiDomenico publicly thanked 
the Wong family for its continued hospital-
ity and generosity, and Everett Councillor 
Al Latanzi for his support in supplying the 
nine U-Haul Box Trucks for a week to de-
liver the toys. See Page 3 for more photos.

Chelsea Superintendent of Public Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta with staff and students of Chelsea High School that took part in the 
DiDomenico Foundation Annual Toy Drive. These students played a major part in the purchasing and setting up over $50,000 of 
toys for needy children around the area. 

City Councillor Lisa Santagate with State Representative Sal DiDomenico.

State Representative 
Judith Garcia

By Adam Swift

The Zoning Board of 
Appeals approved varianc-
es and special permits for 
several projects at its De-
cember meeting last week, 
including the addition of 
nine residential units to an 
existing commercial space 
at 124-126 Pearl St.

In addition, the ZBA held 
the initial public hearing on 
a plan to add nine residen-
tial units over an existing 
garage space at 46-48 Li-
brary St.

Juan Gallago and Ever 
Zavala of GZ Realty Trust 
had initially proposed a plan 
to construct three floors 
above the existing commer-

cial space on Pearl Street to 
create 12 residential units.

However, after hearing 
concerns from the plan-
ning and zoning boards 
about the number and size 
of the units, the applicants 
agreed to reduce the scope 
of the project by three units. 
Each floor will have two 
one-bedroom units and one 

two-bedroom units.
“One of the suggestions 

from the planning board 
was that the units were 
too small, so they added 
the two-bedroom units,” 
said project attorney Da-
vid Mindlin. “They also 
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Renewal period for Chelsea’s Residential Parking Program begins January 5

Chelsea joins MassCEC’s “No-Cost Service”

Special to the record

The renewal period for 
Chelsea’s Residential Park-
ing Program begins January 
5, 2026, at midnight. The 
program, which has always 
operated as a digital system 
where permits are electron-
ically linked to a vehicle’s 
license plate, will no longer 
require a permit-holder to 
place a parking sticker on 
their windshield.

Residents can submit 
their applications for a dig-
ital parking permit in-per-
son, by mail, or online at 
chelseama.cmrpay.com and 
should do so well in advance 
of February 28, 2026 – the 

day 2025 permits expire – 
to avoid being ticketed for 
parking on city streets.

Permits are free between 
January 5 and February 28. 
Beginning March 1, the fee 
for a permit will be $10. Due 
to the large volume of appli-
cations received, online and 
mailed applications should 
be submitted by February 
24, 2026, to ensure timely 
review.

Chelsea’s Residential 
Parking Program allows 
residents with a permit to 
park on a street in their 
neighborhood and aims to 
discourage non-residents 
from taking up those spac-

es. The decision to elim-
inate the sticker from the 
program was approved by 
the City’s Traffic and Park-
ing Commission and City 
Council in 2025. By elim-
inating the sticker, the City 
reduces costs and aims to 
improve user experience.

To apply, you must be a 
Chelsea resident and pro-
vide a valid driver’s license, 
vehicle registration, and a 
utility bill from the last 60 
days. For mail-in applica-
tions, residents must include 
in photocopies of these doc-
uments.

To renew online, please 
visit chelseama.cmrpay.

com. The City encourages 
residents to apply for their 
permits online to avoid long 
wait times in-person.

How to purchase a 2026 
Permit Online:

1 Please visit the City of 
Chelsea platform at chelsea-
ma.cmrpay.com. 

2 Select Sign Up or Log 
In  near the bottom of the 
page.

3 Select Sign Up (below 
the “Login” Button) and 
create a new account. Com-
plete the steps and verify 
your email address.

4 After your new account 
is created, Log In with your 
newly created credentials.

5 In the Apply for a New 
Permit tab, use the drop-
down arrow under Select a 
New Permit and select the 
permit. Then click Start 
New Permit Application.

6 Enter your information 
including Vehicle Informa-
tion and Permit Holder De-
tails, then select Review.

7 Verify all information is 
correct. Select Back if you 
need to make any changes.

8 Select Add to Cart and 
then select Check Out to 
proceed for checkout.

9 Add your payment in-
formation and select “place 
order.”

The address to renew 

in-person or by mail is:
Parking Department
500 Broadway, Room 

209
Chelsea, MA 02150
To accommodate the 

high-volume of applicants 
who apply in-person, the 
Parking Department will 
observe extended hours 
during the last week of Feb-
ruary and the first week of 
March 2026.

For questions about the 
2026 Renewal Process for 
Chelsea’s Residential Park-
ing Program, please contact 
Chelsea 311 at 617-466-
4209 during City Hall busi-
ness hours.

The Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center (MassCEC) 
has announced the expan-
sion of the Home Mod-
ernization Navigator pilot 
program, a no-cost service 
that helps residents improve 
their homes and lower their 
energy bills. This initia-
tive provides personalized 
support for energy up-
grades, electrification, and 
efficiency improvements. 
Following the success of 
the program’s first phase 
in Springfield and Low-
ell, the second phase will 
now expand to three new 
communities—Chelsea, 
Framingham, and Lynn. 
Additionally, the Home 
Modernization Navigator 
will expand into Taunton in 
January.

“The Home Moderniza-
tion Navigator pilot pro-
gram is helping break down 
barriers that keep too many 
families from making bad-
ly needed upgrades to their 
homes, saving them mon-
ey,” said Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs Secretary 
Rebecca Tepper. “As we 
grow into more commu-
nities, we’re ensuring that 
more people can access 
savings and the best heating 
and cooling technology.”

MassCEC Interim CEO 

Dr. Jennifer Le Blond said 
the MassCEC is committed 
to helping every Massachu-
setts resident modernize 
their home in ways that are 
good for their wallet and 
their health.

“The Home Moderniza-
tion Navigator simplifies 
what can be a complex 
process—offering one-on-
one support so residents 
can confidently take the 
next step toward efficient, 
electrified, and affordable 
homes,” she said.

The program provides 
one-on-one guidance via 
phone, video calls, and 
community office hours to 
help residents identify their 
goals, access available in-
centives and financing, and 
provide technical guidance 
on the following:

• Appliances and Yard 
Equipment

• Clean Electricity
• Electrical Upgrades
• Energy Bill Savings
• Heating and Cooling
• Transportation
• Weatherization
The Home Modernization 

Navigator pilot program 
prioritizes engagement 
with renters, rental property 
owners, low-income house-
holds, and residents who 
speak languages other than 

English—addressing per-
sistent gaps in participation 
in clean energy programs 
and ensuring equitable ac-
cess to savings and com-
fort. This one-stop resource 
empowers residents to take 
steps toward reducing ener-
gy costs and exploring more 
sustainable living.

“Chelsea families, in-
cluding homeowners, face 
disproportionately high en-
ergy burdens. With energy 
costs at an all-time high in 
our region, it’s more import-
ant than ever for residents 
to have real opportunities 
to lower their bills and im-
prove their homes,” said 
Chelsea City Manager Fidel 
Maltez. “Personalized sup-
port for energy upgrades, 
electrification, and efficien-
cy improvements can make 
a meaningful difference. 
The MassCEC’s Home 
Modernization Navigator 
Program helps make that 
possible, and we’re grate-
ful that our community has 
been recognized.”

For more information 
about the Home Moderniza-
tion Navigator, visit https://
goc lean .masscec .com/
home-modernization-navi-
gator.

beer and wine sales license 
from BNC Market at 230 
Broadway to Le Despensa 
de Chelsea, which will take 
over the business at 230 
Broadway. Ana Ramos, the 
new owner, has also operat-
ed a business at 233 Broad-
way.

Ramos said she may 
move her existing store to 
230 Broadway depending 
on if she gets a new lease at 
233 Broadway. If she does 
get a new lease, Ramos said 
she will consider operating 
both locations, but noted 
that she does not have a 
liquor license for the 233 
Broadway location.

License Commission 
Chair Marnie MacAlpine 

told Ramos to make sure 
she has the new location’s 
video surveillance system 
up to date and running.

“If you watch any of our 
licensing meetings, you will 
see we sound like a broken 
record up here, speaking 
to establishments for two 
things,” said MacAlpine. 
“One, not maintaining the 
proper footage, which is 30 
days of rolling footage. And 
the second is when they 
don’t provide that footage 
to the police department 
when the police department 
requested it.”

The commission also 
approved a a mobile food 
operation application for 
X6 Moshu Food, Inc. at 

265 Carter Street, but that 
license is dependent on the 
proprietors finding a le-
gal place to park their food 
truck during the night. The 
truck was being parked at a 
private lot, but commission 
member and inspection-
al services director Mike 
McAteer said the owner 
could not lease out the space 
per the zoning ordinance.

The approved hours of 
operation for the food truck 
are 1 p.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
days through Fridays. The 
proprietors said they plan 
on having a menu that in-
cludes burgers, blintzes, and 
chicken teriyaki.

and 26. In addition, street 
sweeping will be suspended 
from January 1 to Febru-
ary 28 — a suspension that 
takes place each year.

Online services will re-
main available 24/7. To ac-
cess those services at any-
time, visit www.chelseama.
gov/online-services

“Extending our holiday 
break gives our dedicated 
employees more time to en-
joy their families and rest 
this holiday season,” said 
Chelsea City Manager Fidel 
Maltez. “We’re also pausing 
the enforcement of our Res-
idential Parking Program to 
create a welcoming atmo-

sphere for visitors who will 
be spending time with our 
residents during this time. 
We wish everyone a happy 
and safe holiday season.”

Questions about the clo-
sures or changes in service 
can be directed to Chelsea 
311 at 617-466-4209 during 
City Hall business hours.

redrew the plans to include 
a center entrance and hall-
way on the ground floor to 
make it more functional … 
addressed window place-
ment in consideration of 
the abutters, provided a roof 
plan, and after we met with 
the historical commission, 
paid special attention to the 
exterior finishes and the ma-
terials that were going to be 
used.”

The ZBA also approved a 
plan for 403-405 Broadway 
allowing the single residen-
tial unit on the third floor 
to be split into two units, 
as well as the expansion of 
existing restaurant space 
on the second floor of the 
building for use as a func-
tion room.

Project architect Da-
vid Choi said there were 
some minor changes to the 
plans incorporating feed-
back from the zoning and 
planning boards, includ-
ing a slight increase in the 

overall size of the proposed 
one bedroom unit and an 
increase in the size of the 
bedrooms in the proposed 
two-bedroom unit. In ad-
dition, at the request of the 
planning board, the second 
floor will have increased 
storage space.

The ZBA also approved a 
special permit and variance 
allowing for the construc-
tion of a third floor at 59-61 
Cary Ave. allowing for the 
creation of two new resi-
dential units. The board also 
approved a special permit 
and variance allowing for 
the reconstruction of a rear 
deck and the conversion 
of the existing residential 
structure at 271 Washington 
Ave. from a two-family to a 
three-family house.

The board opened the 
public hearing for 46-48 Li-
brary St.

“The project, as pro-
posed, is going to construct 
three levels on top of the 

existing garage, three units 
on each level for a total of 
nine,” said project attor-
ney John Mackey. “The 
new construction will be 
attached to the existing 
three-family house. It’s go-
ing to be a tremendous asset 
to the neighborhood, it’s go-
ing to be a beautiful project. 

“There is not going to be 
any increase over the (foot-
print) of the property, the 
(footprint) will remain the 
same.”

The units will be two- 
and three-bedroom units to 
appeal to families, Mackey 
said, adding there will be 
two affordable units as part 
of the project.

The proposal was sched-
uled to be before the plan-
ning board for a recom-
mendation at its meeting on 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, and back 
before the ZBA for a poten-
tial vote at its first meeting 
in January.

ZBA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

sential contributors to our 
local economy. I am grate-
ful to Speaker Mariano for 
entrusting me with this 
responsibility, and I look 
forward to working with 
the Council to ensure early 
childhood educators have 
the stability, respect, and re-
sources they need to do their 

jobs effectively, benefiting 
children, families, and our 
community as a whole.”

Garcia noted that the 
early education and care 
workforce is especially vi-
tal in gateway communi-
ties, where families rely on 
accessible and high-quality 
childcare to support em-

ployment, education, and 
economic mobility. 

The Workforce Council 
meets regularly to develop 
recommendations for legis-
lative, regulatory, and bud-
getary action to strengthen 
the early education and care 
workforce pipeline across 
Massachusetts.

Garcia //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cancellation of the Build-
ing Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities (BRIC) 
program. The federal deci-
sion included a $50 million 
award intended to support 
the Island End River Flood 
Resilience Project, a long-
planned, jointly advanced 
initiative between Chelsea 
and Everett.

Emily Granoff, Depu-
ty Director of Housing & 
Community Development 
outlined the significance of 
the project and its role in 
protecting key communi-
ty assets. “The Island End 
River corridor supports 
thousands of residents and 
critical regional infrastruc-
ture. Today’s testimony 
was an opportunity to walk 
the Legislature through the 
data, the risks, and the tan-
gible impacts of losing this 
federal funding,” Granoff 

said. “It is important that 
the Committee understands 
how interconnected this 
area is with broader region-
al systems—from food dis-
tribution to transportation to 
health care.”

The project, now near-
ing final design, includes 
a 3,400-foot coastal flood 
barrier, tide gates to pre-
vent storm-driven backflow, 
saltmarsh restoration, and a 
new public riverwalk. It is 
intended to protect a 500-
acre floodplain that is home 
to 5,000 residents and ma-
jor assets such as the New 
England Produce Center, 
Mass General’s Chelsea 
facility, three schools, and 
the area’s primary grocery 
store. A federally required 
benefit-cost analysis found 
the project would prevent 
an estimated $3.7 billion in 
storm-related damages, pro-

viding $30 of benefit for ev-
ery $1 spent on the project.

Ben Cares, Director of 
Housing & Community 
Development, provided ad-
ditional context to the Com-
mittee regarding long-term 
trends in sea-level rise and 
flood frequency. “Our testi-
mony focused on presenting 
the facts: the extent of the 
risk, the depth of the plan-
ning already completed, 
and the consequences of the 
federal withdrawal,” Cares 
said. “We appreciate the 
Committee’s attention to the 
issue and their willingness 
to understand the implica-
tions for both Chelsea and 
the wider region.”

Chelsea will continue 
coordinating with Everett, 
state agencies, and regional 
stakeholders as the future of 
federal resilience funding 
remains uncertain.

Testimony //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Chelsea Community Health Center 
2025 Holiday Hours2025 Holiday Hours  

      

All Prac(ces/Departments     Urgent Care 
Wednesday, Nov. 26th 8:30am - 3:00pm 

 
 

8:00am - 6:00pm 

Thanksgiving Day 
Thursday, Nov. 27th 

CLOSED CLOSED 

Friday, Nov. 28th  8:30am - 3:00pm 
 
 

8:00am - 3:45pm 

  Saturday, Nov. 29th 8:30am - 12:00pm 8:00am - 3:45pm 

   
Christmas Eve   

Wednesday, Dec. 24th 
8:30am - 1:00pm.  8:00am - 3:45pm 

Christmas Day   
Thursday, Dec. 25th 

 

CLOSED CLOSED 

   Friday, Dec. 26th 8:30 am- 5:00pm 
 
 

8:00am - 7:30pm 

 Saturday, Dec. 27th 

 
 

8:30:am- 12:00pm 8:00am - 3:45pm 

   
New Year Eve 

Wednesday, Dec. 31st 

 

 

8:30am - 3:00pm 8:00am - 3:45pm 

   
New Years Day 

Thursday, Jan. 1st 

 

CLOSED 8:00am - 3:45pm 

                     Friday, Jan. 2nd  
 
 

8:30am - 5:00pm 8:00am - 7:30pm 

    

151 and 100 Everett Avenue, Chelsea MA 
617-884-8300
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Todas las prác,cas/departamentos                                                 Atención urgente  
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The main room on the second floor of the Kowloon Restaurant in Saugus was filled with toys, 
exceeding $50,000 thanks to the generosity of many donors to the DiDomenico Foundation.

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
and the DiDomenico Foun-
dation had a banner 2025 
toy drive event,  more than 
$50,000 in toys were pur-
chased by Senator DiDo-
menico and his tireless crew 
of holiday volunteers, from 
the communities of Everett, 
Chelsea, Revere, and Sau-
gus. 

Senator DiDomenico 

publicly thanked the Wong 
family for their continued 
hospitality and generosity, 
and Everett Councillor Al 

Latanzi for his support in 
supplying the nine U-Haul 
Box Trucks for a week to 
deliver the toys.

THE 11TH ANNUAL DIDOMENICO FOUNDATION TOY DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS

Lucia Bartlett and Mary Vocino add a few more toys to the 
event.

Supporting a great cause, Randy Boudreau, Megan O’Donnell, Stacy Schiavo, Senator Sal DiDo-
menico, Melissa O’Donnell, and Anna Kolokithas.

Senator Sal and Trisha DiDomenico welcome guests, Don Taylor, Kevin Chiles, and Ken Hodge.

The DiDomenico family Christmas tradition, filling the Kowloon Restaurant with bundles of 
toys to be delivered to less fortunate children around the area. Sal, Senator Sal, Trisha, and 
Matthew DiDomenico.

Rosa Carlo, Councillor Anthony DiPerro, Matteo DiNunzio, Angel Marie DiNunzio, and Rick 
Scirocco.

Lots of happy helpers, Justin Du, Matthew DiDomenico, Maris-
sa Giunta and Ben Logel.

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
greets Dennis Cataldo.

Santa’s #1 helper, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico.

Please visit chelsearecord.com
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Special to the Record

As the holiday season 
gets underway, State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine is 
reminding residents to se-
lect Christmas trees care-
fully, water them every day, 
and decorate them safely to 
reduce the risk of a fire.

“A dry Christmas tree 
can burn like a forest fire in 
your home,” said State Fire 
Marshal Davine. “Water 
it every day, or firefighters 
might have to do it for you.”

The Department of Fire 
Services recommends the 
following Christmas tree 
safety tips to help you have 
a Silent Night:

Choosing a Tree
• Select a fresh tree with 

needles that bend and stay 
fixed to the branches. If a 
tree’s needles crack when 
you bend them, or if they 
fall off when you run your 
hand along a branch, the 
tree is already drying out 
and you should choose a 
different tree.

• Have about two inches 
cut from the bottom of the 
trunk before you put it up. 

Sap can clog an older cut 
and prevent it from absorb-
ing water in the stand.

Picking the Right Spot 
at Home

• Place your tree in a stur-
dy stand away from doors 
and windows. These are 
your escape routes in the 
event of an emergency, and 
firefighters may need to use 
them to enter.

• Keep the tree at least 
three feet from any heat 
source, including fireplaces, 
wood stoves, heating vents, 
radiators, and space heaters.

 
Water the Tree Every Day

•	 A fresh tree will 
drink a lot of water. It may 
need to be watered more 
than once a day at first, so 
keep the water level high. 
If the bottom of the trunk 
is exposed to air, sap could 
seal it off and cause it to dry 
out prematurely.

• Even the freshest tree 
will start to dry out after 
a few days. Dispose of it 
promptly after the holiday.

Decorate Safely
• Choose lights that are 

listed by an independent 

testing laboratory like UL or 
Intertek/ETL and follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions 
and safety information.

• Before plugging in a 
string of lights or hanging it 
on the tree, check the wir-
ing for cracks, pinches, and 
wear. Discard any damaged 
strings.

• When decorating out-
doors, be sure the lights and 
extension cords are rated for 
outdoor use and plug them 
into an outlet with a Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupter.

• Almost half of home 
decoration fires start with 
candles and other heat 
sources too close to dec-
orations: Keep lit candles 
on a sturdy saucer or can-
dleholder at least three feet 
from the tree. Even better, 
switch to battery-powered 
“flameless” candles, which 
flicker just like real thing.

For a video clip showing 
a Christmas tree fire under 
controlled conditions, visit 
the Department of Fire Ser-
vices YouTube channel.
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Teen center eyed for Broadway

THE MASS SHOOTING IN 
AUSTRALIA:

SHOCKING, BUT SADLY, 
NOT SURPRISING

This past weekend’s tragic shooting in Australia at a Ha-
nukkah festival once again has demonstrated to the world 
the pernicious and evil effects of anit-semitism, which is the 
world’s oldest form of prejudice.

Anti-semitism may have reached its peak with the Ho-
locaust in Nazi Germany in the 1930s and ‘40s, but it still 
remains the number one source of hate in the world today.

In the United States, acts of anti-semitism have spiked 
exponentially in the past 10 years (long predating the war 
in Gaza). According to the Anti-Defamation League, there 
were 9,354 anti-semitic incidents in 2024, the highest num-
ber since it began tracking the data in 1979, representing 
a 344% increase over the past five years and an 893% in-
crease over the past decade.

The stark nature and depth of anti-semitism in our coun-
try was on full display in the August, 2017, white nationalist 
demonstration in Charlottesville, Virgina, when a group of 
white supremaciasts marched with candles chanting, “The 
Jews will not replace us.” 

New York City’s Police Commissioner, Jessica Tisch, 
speaking on Sunday about the shooting in Australia, un-
equivocally stated the extent of the scourge of anti-semi-
tism: “This is not an isolated incident. It is part of a wider 
assault on Jewish life. Jewish communities are being forced 
to confront a threat that is persistent, adaptive and, as evi-
denced yet again today, global in scope.”

Every synagogue and temple in our country now has 
armed security guards, something that would have been un-
imaginable even 10 years ago.

Up until this past weekend, Bondi Beach in Sydney had 
been a world-famous destination, known for its surf and 
long stretch of beautiful beach. But now it will be forev-
er remembered as a place where scores of innocent people 
were gunned down for one reason and one reason only: 
They were Jews.

A LONG, HARD WINTER 
LIES AHEAD

We didn’t need a weatherman to tell us that the first part 
of December has been unusually cold. So it was not at all 
surprising when we recently read that this has been the 
coldest start to December in our area in 17 years.

We’ve been pretty fortunate in our part of the world to 
have had mild Decembers for quite a while. Winter isn’t 
that tough to take when it’s only the months of January and 
February that dish out wintry weather. 

We recall that even the Snowmageddon Winter of 2015 
was not really all that bad. We had about six weeks of re-
cord-breaking snowfall (115 inches), but that was it (al-
though the mounds of snow lingered until well into the 
spring on playgrounds and parking lots).

Last winter was oppressive for most of January and Feb-
ruary. The daily high temperatures barely broke 30 and the 
wind chills every morning were in the single digits. But we 
had plenty of sunshine and that made our daily run on the 
sandbar near our home (at low tide) easy-enough to take.

We would even go so far as to say that enduring six or 
seven weeks of blustery winter days makes us feel alive and 
truly appreciative of the nicer weather when it arrives.

But these last three weeks of below-normal temperatures 
since Thanksgiving have broken the recent pattern of eas-
ing us into winter. Winter’s grip already feels oppressive, 
thanks to the cold and the constant winds that have sent 
the wind chills dipping into the low single (and even below 
zero) digits. In addition, the sun has been absent more often 
than not.

And with our heating bills already going through the 
roof, spring seems like a long, long time away.

THERE’S STILL TIME TO 
HELP THOSE IN NEED

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just a week away. 
We realize that the compressed holiday shopping season 
has put even more pressure than usual on all of us, but we 
hope that all of our readers can find the time to remember 
those in need this holiday season.

The stock market may be booming and unemployment 
may be near an all-time low, but there was the depressing 
news this past week that homelessness among Americans 
once again has increased in the past year and millions of 
American children (1 in 8) face food insecurity on a regular 
basis.

The cold, harsh reality for many Americans in 2024 is 
that the promise of benefitting from a booming econo-
my still is only a dream, where even those who are lucky 
enough to work full-time are barely getting by thanks to the 
crushingly-high cost of housing.

And for those who cannot find a job, or who are unable to 
work -- and especially for their children -- the holiday joy 
that most of us take for granted is just an illusion.

We recognize that in our hurry-hurry world where we 
barely have time to think, the Christmas season brings with 
it the onslaught of last-minute shopping and holiday prepa-
rations. But we urge all of our readers who have the means 
to do so to take a brief “time-out” in order to consider do-
ing something to make the holiday season a bit brighter for 
those who are less fortunate.

We can assure our readers that any gift of charity that we 
make, whether it be to a Toys for Tots program or to a Sal-
vation Army Santa (the Salvation Army provided services 
to 27 million Americans last year) or a food bank donation, 
will be the most meaningful — and most satisfying — act 
that we can make this holiday season.

Change coming to snow parking bans

By Adam Swift

The city is looking to 
partner with the Boys & 
Girls Club of Boston to 
bring a teen center to Chel-
sea.

“The city acquired 440 
Broadway from the Salva-
tion Army in 2017 with the 
intention of revitalizing the 
site for community benefit,” 
stated City Manager Fidel 
Maltez. “Since then, we 
have worked closely with a 
developer to bring forward 
a transformative project that 
includes 29 affordable home 
ownership condominiums.”

Over the past year, Mal-
tez said the city has focused 
on bringing a dedicated teen 
center to the ground floor of 
the space.

“For many years, the City 

Council has asked for safe, 
enriching, and accessible 
spaces for Chelsea’s teens,” 
said Maltez. “A Teen Center 
on Broadway is, in every 
sense, a ‘dream come true.’ 
It sits in the heart of our 
downtown, within walk-
ing distance of our middle 
schools, and only a short 
distance from Chelsea High 
School.”

To identify the right part-
ner to operate the center, the 
city issued a request for pro-
posals for a long-term lease 
of the space, and selected 
the Boys & Girls Club of 
Boston.

“The Boys & Girls Club 
has a longstanding histo-
ry in Chelsea,” said Mal-
tez. “The Jordan club has 
demonstrated its deep com-

mitment to our young peo-
ple consistently.”

The city manager said 
that while there is still a sig-
nificant amount of work to 
do, the milestone represents 
a major step forward.

“We have begun discus-
sions with the Boys & Girls 
Club regarding a potential 
long-term lease,” said  Mal-
tez. “The lease will likely 
exceed three years and will 
require City Council ap-
proval. The City may need 
to support construction to 
ensure that the Center can 
open as soon as possible.”

Maltez said there will 
be additional information 
about the project and the 
lease in the coming months.

District 6 Councilor 
Giovanni Recupero said the 

teen center will be a good 
thing for the city, but noted 
that the city is still look-
ing for space for a poten-
tial community center that 
would be open for all the 
city’s residents.

Maltez said city officials 
toured the Mattapan Boys 
& Girls Club, which is a 
similar size to the Chelsea 
space. He said the first floor 
space is about 4,000 square 
feet and would be open just 
to teenagers. Maltez add-
ed that a potential all-ages 
community center would 
likely be larger to encom-
pass more programs.

While teens would need a 
membership to use the teen 
center, Maltez said the Boys 
& Girls Club memberships 
are free.

By Adam Swift

There will be a change in 
how the public works de-
partment tows cars during 
snow emergencies once the 
snow starts to fall in Janu-
ary.

Beginning on Jan. 1, only 
vehicles parked on the even 
side of each of the Emergen-
cy Arteries during a snow 
parking ban will be required 
to move. 

“During even numbered 
years, the Snow Parking 
Ban will only apply to vehi-
cles parked on the even side 
of the street and vehicles on 
the odd side of the street can 

remain in place,” stated City 
Manager Fidel Maltez. “In 
odd-numbered years, like 
2027, the ban will apply to 
vehicles on the odd side of 
the street and vehicles will 
be permitted to park on the 
even side.”

Maltez said the changes 
came after careful consid-
eration by the public works 
department and consultation 
with other communities.

“Historically, the DPW 
has issued parking bans for 
large snow storms, or after 
consecutive snow storms,” 
said Maltez. “While well in-
tentioned, the parking bans 

are called based on weather 
forecasts that can complete-
ly miss the mark. We all re-
call storms that are forecast-
ed to be large, only to get a 
dusting in Chelsea.”

The parking bans are en-
forced with towing that is 
labor intensive for the po-
lice department and finan-
cially impacts residents, 
Maltez said.

“We know the change 
requires a big communi-
cations push for our resi-
dents,” said Maltez. “Over 
the next few weeks, our 
team will work hard to get 
this message out. We will 

also remind residents of this 
change throughout the win-
ter months, and ahead of 
any snow parking bans.”

Several councilors voiced 
their support for the change, 
but said that communication 
to residents was key in mak-
ing sure it is effective

District 5 Councilor Lisa 
Santagate requested that 
handicap parking spaces be 
exempt from the snow park-
ing ban, regardless of the 
side of the street.

“For those people, it 
would be difficult to move a 
car in any circumstance that 
involves a storm,” she said.

State Fire Marshal reminds residents 
beware of Christmas tree fire hazards
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Grazioso joins Massachusetts’ leading anti-hunger organization
Special to the Record

Project Bread welcomes 
Barrett Grazioso as Chef 
Educator. For Chef Barrett 
Grazioso, food has always 
been more than a meal - it’s 
been a way to bring people 
together, nourish communi-
ties, and spark meaningful 
change. Now, after more 
than 30 years spent cook-
ing, leading school nutrition 
programs, and strength-
ening local food systems, 
Grazioso is bringing that 
passion to Project Bread as 
the organization’s newest 
Chef Educator.

Rooted in a childhood 
spent between California 
and Massachusetts, Grazio-
so grew up in a family of 

gardeners and learned ear-
ly what it meant to respect 
food and the labor behind 

it. Inspired by her grand-
mother’s homegrown cook-
ing and a kitchen that al-
ways welcomed visitors, 
she knew by age seven she 
wanted to be a chef. After 
formal culinary training 
in Los Angeles, she built a 
diverse career apprenticing 
under chefs across the coun-
try and abroad, and working 
as a pastry chef, private 
chef, executive chef, and 
school nutrition director.

Most recently, Grazioso 
led the self-operated K-12 
meal program for Belcher-
town Public Schools, where 
she first partnered with Proj-
ect Bread through a Sum-
mer Eats Grant to bring free 
summer meals to local fam-
ilies. Now, she will support 

schools statewide in elevat-
ing meal quality, strength-
ening food education, and 
advancing sustainable prac-
tices like composting, recy-
cling, and food donation.

“I wanted to share my ex-
perience with a wider audi-
ence,” says Grazioso. “Ev-
eryone should have access 
to healthy food, and helping 
schools create nutritious, 
welcoming meal programs 
is incredibly meaningful 
work.”

Outside the kitchen, 
Grazioso enjoys swimming, 
gardening, and spending 
time with her family and 
pets. She previously served 
on the Massachusetts Farm 
to School Advisory Com-
mittee and continues to 

support local food donation 
efforts.

“Barrett’s culinary skill, 
creativity, and dedication to 
feeding communities with 
dignity make her an incredi-
ble asset,” says Sam Icklan, 
Project Bread’s Director 
of Community Nutrition 
Services. “Her leadership 
brings us closer to ensuring 
every child in Massachu-
setts has access to healthy, 
delicious meals each day.”

People experiencing food 
insecurity should call Proj-
ect Bread’s FoodSource 
Hotline  (1-800-645-8333), 
which provides confiden-
tial, free assistance getting 
connected to a variety of 
food resources in 180 lan-
guages and for the hearing 

impaired. Counselors can 
pre-screen families and help 
them to apply for SNAP. 
Learn more at www.project-
bread.org/get-help.

Project Bread is the lead-
ing statewide food security 
organization in Massachu-
setts.   Beginning in 1969 
with the first Walk for 
Hunger, the nonprofit fo-
cuses on driving systemic 
change to ensure people of 
all ages have reliable ac-
cess to healthy food. Project 
Bread works collaborative-
ly across sectors to create 
innovative solutions to end 
hunger and improve lives 
across the Commonwealth. 
For more information, vis-
it: www.projectbread.org.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PROJECT BREAD

Barrett Grazioso.

DFS adds new interior drone resources to support fire/rescue
Special to the Record

The Department of Fire 
Services has added three 
new drones to its Special 
Operations fleet that will al-
low fire/rescue personnel to 
stream footage from hazard-
ous indoor environments, 
State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine said.

“Drones were a giant 
step forward for situational 
awareness in the fire ser-
vice,” said State Fire Mar-
shal Davine. “Up until now, 
we’ve used them primarily 
to provide aerial footage 
from outside a structure 

or above a large wildfire 
or search area. These new 
drones can operate reliably 
inside a building, which will 
be especially valuable for 
Hazmat, structural collapse, 
and other dangerous calls.”

DFS tested the drones 
over the course of 2025 
and procured three of them 
during the fall. The Special 
Operations team demon-
strated the drones for DFS 
Hazmat technicians, State 
Police fire investigators and 
bomb technicians assigned 
to the State Fire Marshal’s 
office, and the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-

my’s senior leadership for 
input before announcing 
the new program publicly. 
The drones were also put 
into use onboard the USS 
Massachusetts during the 
Massachusetts Association 
of Technical Rescue Spe-
cialists’ 2025 Tech Rescue 
Challenge.

“We try to gather as much 
information on the hot zone 
environment as we can 
before sending a Hazmat 
technician downrange,” 
said Timothy Gallagher, 
deputy director of the DFS 
Hazardous Materials Emer-
gency Response Division. 

“The real-time footage from 
these drones could help us 
identify hazards or threats, 
allowing us to form an en-
try plan that’s safer for our 
personnel.”

“Fire investigators are 
often called to structures 
that are badly damaged 
and unsafe for entry,” said 
Lt. Marc Reidy, command-
er of the State Police Fire 
& Explosion Investigation 
Unit assigned to the State 
Fire Marshal’s office. “Our 
bomb technicians frequent-
ly have to assess suspicious 
devices and energetic ma-
terials in homes, business-

es, and other buildings. 
Streaming a live feed from 
these environments to a safe 
location is a smart use of 
technology to keep first re-
sponders and the public out 
of harm’s way.”

The DFS Special Opera-
tions team provided direct 
operational support to local 
fire departments with as-
sets that many departments 
need occasionally but few 
can afford to purchase. Its 
resources include four Re-
hab units to keep firefight-
ers healthy, hydrated, and 
fed at large-scale incidents; 
three Incident Support Units 

to provide on-scene com-
munications, conferencing, 
and mapping capabilities; 
all-terrain vehicles to shut-
tler personnel and equip-
ment in remote or off-road 
environments; and a variety 
of trailer-based resources 
to make a tough job a lit-
tle easier. It has delivered 
drones and certified pilots 
for about 10 years, consis-
tently upgrading to reflect 
the latest advances. About 
a dozen are staged across 
Massachusetts for rapid re-
sponse when requested.

The Boston Bru-
ins unveiled 
the  team’s  uni-
form for 
the 2026 
Navy Fed-
eral Credit 
Union NHL 
Stadium Se-
ries  game 
versus the Tam-
pa Bay Light-
ning  on February 1, 2026, 
at Raymond James Stadi-
um. The  Bruins’  “gold & 
black”  look is tailor-made 
for the moment as this mar-
quee event  will mark  the 
first time in League history 
that an outdoor game will 
be played in a football sta-
dium in Florida.  The new 
sweaters reverse the team’s 
iconic color scheme, bring-
ing  a rich, vibrant gold to 
center stage, as well as  in-
clude  larger-than-life  num-
bers on the sleeve and 
helmet, and  elements that 
pay homage to the Bru-
ins’ diehard New England 
fans who show up to cheer 
on  their  team  at home and 
away.   

“Through multiple Win-
ter Classics and of course 
our club’s 100th  anniver-
sary, we’ve done a lot of 
retro and vintage style jer-
seys, but Stadium Series 
presented an opportuni-
ty to do something really 
unique,” said Boston Bru-
ins President Cam Neely. 
“We’re excited to introduce 
a uniform that combines 
Bruins toughness and snarl 
with some really dialed up 
components and coloring. 
These sweaters are going to 
look great under the Sunday 
night lights.” The  jerseys 
feature a variety of  new 
brand marks and design 
elements:   Sunshine Mo-
tif:  In addition to the pri-
mary gold color, the jersey 
features debossed sun rays 
on the sleeves and on the 
hem loop label, which also 
features “BOS” – Boston’s 
airport code – a nod to the 
road warriors.  Football-In-
spired: The main “Boston” 
wordmark on the front of 
the jersey is akin to the 

New England Pa-
triots styling, an 

intentional nod 
to the game 
being hosted 
in an NFL 
football sta-
dium, and 
features a 

lock-up treat-
ment with the 

Bruins’ crawling 
bear logo. The crawling 
bear – traditionally a sec-
ondary brand asset – is big-
ger and more prominent for 
the Stadium Series. Bear 
Claw Slash: One side shoul-
der features a new second-
ary mark, an iconic varsity 
B with a bear claw slash 
to signifying the grit and 
toughness that have been 
synonymous with Bruins 
hockey for more than 100 
years. The slash graphic 
element appears through-
out the uniform, including 
on the jersey, helmet,  and 
pants. Love For New En-
gland:  The inside neck 
collar features the abbrevi-
ations of the six New En-
gland states as a reminder 
that the Bruins are proud 
to represent their region no 
matter where they play. The 
Bruins 2026 jerseys and ad-
ditional  Stadium Series 
merchandise will be avail-
able for purchase  on  De-
cember 15  at BostonPro-
Shop.com and in-store at 
the ProShop at The Hub on 
Causeway. The NHL Stadi-
um Series will be broadcast 
by ESPN.

Upcoming: On Tuesday 
the Bruins took on the Utah 
Mammoth, to begin a five-
game homestand. Tonight 
(Thursday 7:00pm) the lo-
cals will host the Edmon-
ton Oilers and Connor Mc-
David, followed by a visit 
from the Vancouver Ca-
nucks (Saturday 7:00pm) to 
open a back-to-back week-
end, with the Ottawa Sen-
ators (Sunday 7:00pm) to 
finish the set. The Montreal 
Canadiens will stop by TD 
Garden to continue the long 
time rivalry on Tuesday at 
7:00pm. 

SERRANO WINS 
FIRST PLACE IN 
TWO EVENTS AT 
MSTCA WINTERFEST

Chelsea High star track 
athlete Lilly Serrano won 
first-place in two events at 
Sunday’s Mass. State Track 
Coaches Assoc. (MST-
CA) Winter Festival Meet 
that was held at the Reggie 
Lewis Athletic Center in 
Roxbury.

Lilly blew away the field 
in the 300 meter dash. Her 
winning time of 43.24 was 
almost two seconds (1.84 
to be exact) faster than her 
closest competitor among 
the  large field of 64 runners.

The Lady Red Devil ju-
nior also captured the high 
jump with a leap of 4’-10”, 
the only girl to clear the bar 
at that height.

Teammate and fellow 
junior Thania Simon also 
shone in the meet, placing 

fifth in the 55m dash with a 
sprint of  7.70 and third in 
the long jump with a leap of 
16’-5”.

Another big highlight 
for the Chelsea girls was 
the performance of the 4 x 
200 relay quartet of Kim-
berly Fuentes Chavez, Ser-
rano, Simon, and Ashly 
Damas Ruiz, who finished 
in second place in a time of 
1:55.83.

Senior Hazel Hatleberg 
turned in a fifth-place per-
formance in the 1000 with 
a clocking of 3:48.71. Dieu-
nie Cademus came through 
with a sixth-place effort in 
the shot-put with her toss of 
27’-2”.

Aly Perez came across 
the line in eighth place in 
the 1000 in 3:58.43 and 
sophomore Kimberly Fuen-
tes Chavez finished a strong 
ninth in the 600 with a time 
of 2:03.96.

On the boys’ side, Xavi-

er Guzman was the top 
Red Devil performer with a 
third-place performance in 
the 600 in 1:31.20. Team-
mate Bryan Amaya-Yanes 
turned in a fine 11th-place 
effort in the 600 in 1:36.12.

Red Devil Sebastian Mo-
lina Regil shone in the two-
mile run, finishing in sixth 
place with a clocking of 
11:53.32.

The Chelsea 4 x 400 re-
lay quartet of David Ponce, 
Xavier Guzman, Zakaria 
Moubtassim, and Bryan 
Amaya-Yanes finished in 
sixth place with a time of 
3:56.08.

CHS BOYS 
BASKETBALL
TO HOST EVERETT 
TONIGHT

The Chelsea High boys 
basketball team will face an 
key early-season test when 
coach Cesar Castro and his 

crew host Greater Boston 
League rival Everett this 
evening (Thursday) in the 
CHS gym. The opening tip 
is scheduled for 6:00.

The Red Devils, who 
opened their season this past 
Tuesday against Somerville, 
will travel to Malden next 
Tuesday.

CHS GIRLS OPEN
SEASON WITH 53-23
WIN OVER EXCEL

The Chelsea High girls 
basketball team opened its 
2025-26 season under new 
head coach Bruce Harrison 
with a 53-23 victory over 
Excel Academy Monday af-
ternoon at Chelsea High.

Jaylia Santiago Lozada 
led the Lady Red Devils 
in the scoring column with 
18 points. Monica Ces-
pedes-Cruz reached double 
figures with 11 points and 
dished out seven assists to 
her teammates.

Lidya Castillo Rodriguez 
turned in a powerful effort 
with a near double-double, 
pulling down 10 rebounds 
and hitting for nine points.

“We played okay,” said 
Harrison. “We need to im-
prove  on passing the ball. 
The defense was good, but 
the offense needs work. But 
overall it was a good show-
ing for our first game!”

Harrison and his crew 
(who played at Somer-
ville this past Tuesday) are 
scheduled to make the short 
trip across the Parkway to 
Everett today (Thursday) 
and will entertain Malden 
next Tuesday afternoon for 
a 2:00 tip-off in the CHS 
gym.

CHS BOYS TRACK
FALLS JUST SHORT 
TO MEDFORD, 41-40

Although the Chelsea 
High boys indoor track team 
came up on the short end of 
its season-opening tri-meet 
with two Greater Boston 
League (GBL) rivals, the 
Medford Mustangs (41-40) 
and the Somerville High-
landers (81-12), last Friday 

BRUINS UNVEIL UNIFORMS FOR 2026

BRUINS Beat  by Bob MorelloCHS Roundup

See ROUNDUP Page 10
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Special to the Journal

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA), disability advo-
cates, and original plaintiffs 
of a landmark accessibility 
lawsuit came together De-
cember 10, 2025, to cele-
brate a historic milestone in 
the ongoing effort to make 
public transit accessible to 
all.  

After 19 years of steady 
improvements to the ac-
cessibility of its system, 
the MBTA has fulfilled a 
substantial amount of its 
obligations under the  2006 
Joanne Daniels-Finegold, 
et al. v. Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
Settlement Agreement. As 
a result, court-appointed 
independent monitor Judge 
Patrick King will conclude 
his oversight role. 

In honor of this mile-
stone, and to demonstrate 
its ongoing commitment 
to advancing accessibility 
system-wide, the MBTA 
has worked with the orig-
inal named plaintiffs, the 
Boston Center for Inde-
pendent Living (BCIL), 
and Greater Boston Legal 
Services (GBLS) to enter 
into the Next Generation 
Accessibility Agreement 
with BCIL, which includes 
numerous commitments re-
lated to delivering best-in-
class accessible service for 
all riders. This agreement 
also shifts oversight respon-
sibility from a court-ap-
pointed monitor to the Rid-
ers’ Transportation Access 
Group (RTAG). RTAG is 
the MBTA’s citizen-led 
advisory committee on ac-
cessibility matters, and the 

organizations will work to-
gether to make more prog-
ress across the entire MBTA 
network.  Anyone is wel-
come to become a member 
of the group. 

“Since my very initial 
days at the MBTA, it was 
evident that the plaintiffs 
in the Daniels-Finegold 
landmark lawsuit were now 
partners. Their long-term 
commitment of working 
with us to improve and ad-
vance accessibility was not 
about the case, but rather 
ensuring that all who want-
ed and needed to use mass 
transportation had the same 
access as everyone else 
— something that we at the 
T value equally. That is why 
this settlement agreement is 
not only a major milestone 
but so meaningful for my-
self and the MBTA leader-
ship as we share that goal. 
While nationally, the MBTA 
is one of the most accessi-
ble legacy systems in the 
United States today, we also 
know we have much more to 
do,”  said Interim Secretary 
and MBTA General Manag-
er Phillip Eng. “I value the 
dedication shown by each of 
the plaintiffs – in particular, 
Joanne Daniels-Finegold, 
Myrnairis Cepeda, Reginald 
Clark, Thomas Gilbert, An-
drew Forman – along with 
BCIL led by Bill Henning, 
Taramattie Doucette and the 
entire team at GBLS, and 
Independent Monitor Judge 
King.  I offer my sincerest 
gratitude for their decades 
of open communication and 
partnership as we strived to 
address accessibility at the 
MBTA. In addition, I would 
like to thank Christine Dan-
iels, a community advocate, 

for her help on this import-
ant work.  I am so proud 
of System-Wide Accessibil-
ity Assistant General Man-
ager Laura Brelsford and 
her entire team’s efforts that 
led the progress we see to-
day.  We remain committed 
to ensuring one day, each 
and every individual can 
use the MBTA with safety, 
dignity, and confidence as 
we work with RTAG who 
has now assumed oversight 
responsibilities.” 

“The story of the Dan-
iels-Finegold lawsuit and 
settlement is one that should 
be shared far and wide,” said 
Assistant General Manager 
of System-Wide Accessibil-
ity, Laura Brelsford. “Two 
decades ago, a small group 
of disabled riders, with help 
from a dedicated legal ser-
vices organization, spoke 
up after experiencing years 
of inaccessible service. And 
when no one would listen, 
they kept fighting —  ulti-
mately securing what has 
been recognized as the most 
comprehensive accessibili-
ty-related settlement agree-
ment in public transpor-
tation. What’s even more 
impressive is that, once 
the settlement was signed, 
they shifted quickly from 
litigants to partners and 
have consistently and con-
structively guided us into 
becoming one of the most 
accessible systems in the 
country today. It has been a 
privilege to work alongside 
them and be part of this sto-
ry.” 

“For more than 20 years, 
the named plaintiffs, Great-
er Boston Legal Services 
(GBLS), and the commu-
nity have worked with the 
MBTA to make accessi-
bility improvements that 
benefit all riders. I’m glad 
that RTAG will now have 
the resources and a strong 
platform to take our legacy 
into the future,” said Joanne 
Daniels-Finegold. 

“It marks a huge step 
towards ensuring equal 
rights for riders of all abil-
ities,” said Myrnairis (Mic) 
Cepeda. 

“I’m glad we were able 
to bring the right people at 
the MBTA together with 
the community to solve 
the access problems. Now, 
it’s up to the communi-
ty to keep the work going 
with RTAG,” said Reginald 
Clark. 

“It means we have come 
a really long way com-
pared to 20 years ago. It’s 
far better than it was. We 

have made a real difference, 
not just for the MBTA, but 
worldwide. The MBTA has 
become a benchmark stan-
dard for accessibility,”  said 
Thomas Gilbert. 

“Thanks to the leader-
ship and foundational work 
of Greater Boston Legal 
Services and the plaintiffs, 
and with the strong team we 
have assembled — includ-
ing System-Wide Acces-
sibility, the Boston Center 
for Independent Living, and 
the Riders Transportation 
Access Group — I am con-
fident that we will continue 
to advance accessibility at 
the MBTA. Although the 
transition presents signifi-
cant challenges, our produc-
tive working relationship 
with the MBTA gives me 
confidence that full acces-
sibility will ultimately be 
achieved,”  said Andrew 
Forman. 

“Today, I am very pleased 
to see the MBTA’s trans-
formation from a decrepit 
system to one that is final-
ly accessible, dependable, 
and built for all riders,” said 
Gene Smith. 

“BCIL extols the amaz-
ing individual plaintiffs 
who’ve given over twen-
ty years of  personal time 
to improve accessibility at 
the T, the great GBLS le-
gal team, and the ongoing 
commitment throughout the 
MBTA’s ranks to get it right 
on the ADA,” said Bill Hen-
ning, the Director of the or-
ganizational plaintiff, Bos-
ton Center for Independent 
Living (BCIL). 

“Now that plaintiffs will 
be transitioning to RTAG, 
it is important to note that 
the work is not done,” said 
Taramattie Doucette, Esq, 
who serves as lead counsel 
for the plaintiffs on behalf 
of the Greater Boston Le-
gal Services (GBLS).  “Ac-
cessibility is not a box we 
check; it is a standard we 
must continue to raise. As 
systems age, as ridership 
grows, and as new technolo-
gies emerge, the community 
via BCIL/RTAG must insist 
that progress continues — 
steadily, boldly, and inclu-
sively.” 

“On behalf of the Rid-
ers’ Transportation Access 
Group (RTAG), I am hon-
ored to accept the baton 
of responsibility from the 
Daniels-Finegold plaintiffs, 
who have worked tireless-
ly for over two decades to 
improve MBTA access for 
everyone,”  said RTAG Fa-
cilitator and Community 
Organizer Katarina Torres 
Radisic.  “Our commitment 
will extend beyond the set-
tlement as we continue to 
promote transparency, equi-
table and inclusive service 
delivery, and build public 
trust in the MBTA.” 

Since the Settlement 
Agreement was reached in 
2006, the MBTA has made 
sweeping improvements to 
virtually every aspect of its 
fixed-route system in order 
to ensure riders with disabil-
ities have access to safe and 
reliable service. Upgrades 
have included: 

• Creating and growing 
the Department of Sys-
tem-Wide Accessibility 
— a clearinghouse of acces-
sibility expertise 

• Prioritizing elevator 
maintenance — in the early 
2000s, many of the MBTA’s 
most frequently use eleva-
tors were out of service the 
majority of the time. Today, 
elevators on average are op-
erational 99.4% of the time. 
Additionally, a new elevator 
standard was created, re-
sulting in larger, more trans-
parent elevators 

• Transitioning to an 
entirely low-floor, ramp-
equipped bus fleet 

• Fully revising and re-
freshing trainings for front-
line employees on how to 
provide best-in-class acces-
sible service 

• Restructuring the pro-
cess for handling accessi-
bility-related complaints to 
ensure a fully closed loop 
system 

• Expanding outreach and 
engagement to older adults 
and people with disabilities 
through the MBTA’s Mobil-
ity Center 

• Developing and admin-
istering an Internal Accessi-
bility Monitoring Program 
in order to systematically 

evaluate the experience of 
riders with disabilities 

• Significantly expanding 
station accessibility —  in 
2005, less than 60% of sta-
tions were accessible; today, 
83% are; 93% of stations 
are projected to be accessi-
ble in the next five years 

• Advancing dual-mode 
public information systems 
so that important informa-
tion is broadcast audibly as 
well as visually 

• Rolling out new way-
finding signage standards to 
make navigating the system 
easier 

• And although not part 
of the Daniels-Finegold set-
tlement, the RIDE has seen 
a number of improvements 
in recent years — including 
improved on-time perfor-
mance and a new rider-fac-
ing app  

Numerous accessibility 
improvements are planned 
for the coming years, in-
cluding: 

• Major accessibility up-
grades at over 30 stations 

• Advancing the automat-
ic enforcement of blocked 
bus stops using bus camera 
technology 

• Issuing a first-of-its-
kind accessibility training 
for Transit Police officers 

For full list of ongo-
ing initiatives, please visit 
MBTA.com/accessibili-
ty-initiatives and check out 
MBTA.com/accessibility 
for additional information.   

For more information, 
connect with the T on X @
MBTA, Facebook /TheMB-
TA, Instagram @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or Tik-
Tok @thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America’s 
first subway tunnel in 1897, 
pioneering public transpor-
tation in the United States. 
Today, the MBTA is one of 
the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operat-
ing an extensive network 
of subway, bus, Commuter 
Rail, ferry, and paratransit 
services across 176 cities 
and towns. The MBTA is 
undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivat-
ing a culture of safety and 
excellence, modernizing in-
frastructure, and improving 
reliability and accessibility. 
Current priorities include 
accelerating critical infra-
structure repairs, expanding 
accessibility, and reducing 
emissions. The MBTA is 
committed to providing de-
pendable, frequent, and ac-
cessible service that riders 
can rely on while supporting 
the region’s economic vital-
ity. Through initiatives like 
the unprecedented Track 
Improvement Program, Bus 
Network Redesign, and Rail 
Vision, the MBTA aims to 
connect communities and 
improve riders’ daily expe-
riences and trips. For ques-
tions or assistance, riders 
are encouraged to contact 
the MBTA Customer Center 
at 617-222-3200. Members 
of the press are encouraged 
to contact mediarelations@
mbta.com.  For the latest 
updates on MBTA services, 
projects, and initiatives, vis-
it MBTA.com or follow @
MBTA on social media.

GET READY GET READY 
TO WINTERIZETO WINTERIZE
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Give yourself the comfort and care you deserve at 
Prospect House Assisted Living & Memory Care.  
Enjoy peace of mind with no more winter chores,  

no household maintenance, and a newly refreshed 
community designed to help you live with ease.

Making Prospect House your new home for 2026  
is simple, straightforward, and stress-free!

420 Reservoir Avenue, Revere, MA 02151 
 781.853.0005 | ProspectHouseAL.com

Lock in 2025 Rates!
M OV E  I N  O R  TA K E  F I N A N C I A L 

P O S S E S S I O N  BY  D EC E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 5 . 
Call Kristi at 781.853.0005 for details.

MBTA achieves major milestone with the historic Daniels-Finegold settlement 

Pictured above (from L to R): Robert Park, Thomas Gilbert, Reginald Clark, Andrew Forman, Ma-
jda Abbas (GBLS), Bill Henning (BCIL), Laura Brelsford (MBTA), Taramattie Doucette (GBLS), In-
dependent Monitor Judge Patrick King, Chris Hart (MBTA), additional GBLS counsel, Myrnairis 
(Mic) Cepeda, Joanne Daniels-Finegold, John Martin (MBTA), Interim MassDOT Secretary and 
MBTA General Manager Phillip Eng.

First-named Plaintiff Joanne Daniels-Finegold signing the 
agreement.
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Special to the Record

Keolis Commuter Ser-
vices (Keolis), the MBTA’s 
operations and maintenance 
partner for the Commuter 
Rail, hosted Greater Bos-
ton-area children for a fes-
tive North Pole Express train 
ride on Saturday. Wearing 
pajamas and singing holi-
day songs, more than 1,000 
children and their families 
embarked on a journey to 
the “North Pole” and back 
as part of a full afternoon of 
free holiday activities. 

At South Station, guests 
were greeted with music 
and holiday decorations, 
while children were treated 
to snacks, gifts and activ-
ities, prior to boarding the 
decorated train. On board, 
elected officials and com-
munity leaders read books 
and led holiday sing-alongs. 
The return portion of the trip 
featured a visit from Santa 
Claus and his elves. Tick-
ets for this invitation-only 
event were provided to fam-
ilies served by local non-
profit organizations (see full 
list below). 

“All aboard! It was awe-
some to join the MBTA and 
Keolis on the annual ride 
to the North Pole with so 
many families. Thank you 
to the operators, staff and 
volunteers who made today 
possible and for helping us 
spread the holiday cheer,” 
said Massachusetts Gover-
nor Maura Healey.

“The annual North Pole 
Express represents the true 
spirit of the holidays and 
making dreams come true, 
inviting children and their 
loved ones on an adventure 
to the North Pole aboard a 
train filled with treats, sto-
ries, and festive cheer. Not 
only is this a memorable ex-
perience for the families and 
communities we serve, but 
the employees that plan and 

participate truly embrace 
the spirit and enjoy seeing 
all the smiles on the faces of 
all that join us on this jour-
ney,” said Interim Mass-
DOT Secretary and MBTA 
General Manager Phillip 
Eng. “Thank you to Keolis 
and their elves who take 
great pride in hosting and 
organizing this wonderful 
event every year, bringing 
holiday cheer to so many 
families. And a big shout-
out to Governor Healey, our 
participating MBTA Board 
Directors, and other State 
leaders for adding to the 
holiday magic and joining 
us on our trip to the North 
Pole as we wish everyone 
a safe, healthy, and happy 
holiday season!”

“Keolis’ annual North 
Pole Express event cel-
ebrates the magic of the 
holiday season, and I love 
the opportunity to enjoy 
this festive train ride with 
families from across our 
communities,” said John 
Killeen, Keolis CEO and 
General Manager. “We are 
grateful to the leaders who 
join us every year to make 

this day special for the non-
profit organizations and the 
hundreds of children who 
participate.”

Each coach car featured 
elected officials and com-
munity leaders as readers of 
Chris Van Allsburg’s classic 
“The Polar Express,” with 
other special guests attend-
ing the festivities, includ-
ing:

• Governor Maura Healey
• Phil Eng, MassDOT In-

terim Secretary of Transpor-
tation and MBTA General 
Manager

• Thomas McGee, Chair-
man of MBTA Board of Di-
rectors

• Chanda Smart, MBTA 
Board of Directors

• Kevin Hayden, Suffolk 
County District Attorney

• State Senator Nick Col-
lins 

• State Representative 
David Biele

• State Representative 
Brandy Fluker-Reid

• State Representative 
Christopher Worrell

• Enrique Pepen, Boston 
City Councilor

• Henry Santana, Boston 

City Councilor
• Brian Worrell, Boston 

City Councilor
• Mela Bush, Co-Chair 

of Fairmount Indigo Transit 
Coalition

• Caitlin Allen-Connelly, 

Executive Director at Tran-
sitMatters

• Ryan Coholan, MBTA 
Chief Operating Officer

• Michael Rooks, MBTA 
Chief Railroad Officer

• John Killeen, CEO of 
Keolis Commuter Services    

Keolis organized and 
sponsored the North Pole 
Express, working with 
many local nonprofit orga-
nizations to invite families 
with limited financial means 
to participate in this invita-
tion-only event. Partnering 
organizations included: 

• South Boston Neigh-
borhood House

• The Home for Little 
Wanderers

• Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Boston

• Children’s Friend and 
Family Services – Salem 
and Lynn

• Rosie’s Place
• Boys and Girls Club of 

Lynn
• Horizons for Homeless 

Children

• Family Independence 
Initiative 

• Boys & Girls Club of 
Dorchester

• Community Connec-
tions of Brockton

• Fairmount indigo Tran-
sit Coalition

• Jack and Jill 
 Keolis Commuter Ser-

vices has operated and 
maintained the Massachu-
setts Bay Transportation 
Authority’s commuter rail 
system, the sixth largest 
commuter rail operation in 
North America, for over ten 
years. KCS is a subsidiary 
of Keolis North America 
(KNA), both headquartered 
in Boston, and employs ap-
proximately 2,500 people 
throughout the region. KCS 
and KNA are part of Keolis 
Group, an innovative glob-
al leader in transit services 
with more than a century of 
passenger transportation ex-
perience and operations in 
13 countries. 
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Save the Harbor is giving out $300,000 for free beach events
Special to the Record

 Through the Better 
Beaches Program, Save the 
Harbor/Save the Bay and the 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation (DCR) 
are looking for input from 
community organizations, 
local groups, and artists to 
bring diverse and interest-
ing events to DCR beaches 
in Nahant, Lynn, Revere, 
Winthrop, East Boston, 
South Boston, Dorchester, 
Quincy, and Hull. 

Events will be free for 
community members to at-
tend and should reflect the 
many interests and identi-
ties of the community. Any-
one can apply to this grant 
program, whether they are 
part of an organization, 
collective, or a creative in-
dividual with a vision for a 
more diverse and activated 
waterfront. This grant pro-
gram is not just about secur-
ing funds; it is a way to get 
involved, bring community 
to the Boston Harbor beach-
es, and help shape the future 

of the waterfront.
Grants from $2,500 – 

$8,500 will be awarded 
based on a tiered system 
depending on the number of 
people the proposed event 
will serve and the amount 
of different components in-
volved.

The Better Beaches Pro-
gram has funded different 
types of events including 
wellness/recreational pro-
grams, children’s program-
ming, performances, to 
music and cultural events, 
as long as they involve the 
community and any one of 
our region’s many beaches. 
Some examples of previous 
events Save the Harbor has 
funded are: 

“Community Care and 
Wellness Fair” with Mutual 
Aid Eastie where 200 peo-
ple, mostly Spanish-speak-
ing East Boston community 
members, participated in 
various health and wellness 
activities, like Reiki, mas-
sages, and arts and crafts 
on Constitution Beach, East 
Boston. 

Abilities Dance Boston’s 
Dance Performance fea-
tured performances from 
dancers and musicians 
with disabilities who cre-
ated beach inspired cho-
reography and an original 
score that wowed over 100 
attendees on Constitution 
Beach, East Boston.

NamaStay Sober Beach 
Yoga, where over 400 at-
tendees participated in 
free weekly beach yoga on 
Revere Beach, especially 
created with those who are 
sober and are in recovery in 
mind.

To apply for a grant or 
ask any questions about the 
Better Beaches Program, 
please contact Maya Smith 
at smith@savetheharbor.
org and Isabella Carrion 
at carrion@savetheharbor.
org. Applications are due by 
January 31, 2025, 11:59 pm, 
after which Save the Har-
bor’s Better Beaches Grants 
Committee will review the 
proposals and reach out to 
selected grantees by March 
11, 2026.

For more information 
and a full list of the 2025 
grantees, go to https://
www.savetheharbor.org/
better-beaches/grant-infor-
mation or attend one of the 
information sessions.

 We look forward to re-
ceiving your ideas on how 
to make our public beach-
es accessible and enjoyable 
spaces for all of our com-
munities!

Save the Harbor/Save the 
Bay is the region’s leading 

voice for clean water and 
continued public invest-
ment in Boston Harbor, the 
region’s public beaches, and 
the Boston Harbor Islands. 
Since 1986, our mission has 
been to restore and protect 
Boston Harbor, Massachu-
setts Bay, and the marine 
environment, and share 
them with the public for ev-
eryone to enjoy.  

Save the Harbor is com-
mitted to making Boston 
Harbor, the Islands, our 

beaches, and our programs 
inclusive, equitable, di-
verse, and accessible to ev-
eryone and anyone. We pro-
vide free programs, events 
and create opportunities for 
people to experience Bos-
ton Harbor and our spectac-
ular urban natural resources 
first-hand, with an emphasis 
on breaking down barriers 
of race, language, income 
and ability.

NamaStay Sober Beach Yoga.

Great  Stock ing Stuf fersGreat  Stock ing Stuf fers

Give the Gift that Gives
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Gift Subscription Available
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Gift Cards 
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to you

Keolis Hosts Annual North Pole Express Train Ride 

Santa Claus makes his way through the train during last year’s trip.
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A long-time resident 
of Alexandria, VA, 
entered eternal 
rest on Novem-
ber 25, 2025.

He leaves his wife, of 55 
years, Marjorie, son, Mi-
chael, brother, Robert (Su-
san) Kehoe, sister, Marion 
(Paul) Cameron and a host 
of cousins, nieces and neph-
ews. He was born in Chel-
sea, son of the late Edward 
A. Kehoe, Sr. and Marion 
G. Kehoe.

He served in the 1st Cav-
alry Division during the 
Vietnam War. He was a 
member of that association; 
a member of the Knights of 
Columbus and was a Boy 
Scout leader of Troop 988. 
He retired from the U.S. 
Federal Government after 
39 years of service. He was 
also actively involved in 

many church activities.
A Mass of Christian 

Burial will be held on Jan-
uary 08, 2026 at 11 a.m. at 
Queen of Apostles Catholic 
Church, 4329 Sano Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22312. In-
terment will be held at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made 
to a charity of your choice.

To place a  memoriam in the 
Chelsea Record please call 781-485-0588

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 
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or call 781-485-0588

Paula Marie Gallant
Her family was always her greatest priority and 
she will be remembered for her boundless love, 

selflessness and compassion

Edward Kehoe, Jr.
US Government retiree

Paula Marie (Williams) 
Gallant, 63, a long-time 
resident of Wilmington, 
passed away on December 
14, 2025, following a cou-
rageous and unwavering 
battle with GVHD.

 Paula was born on March 
23, 1962, in Chelsea, the 
cherished daughter of the 
late Paul Williams and Bar-
bara E. (Slevoski) Dunn. 
She was raised and educat-
ed in Chelsea, where she 
formed lifelong friendships 
and met the love of her life.

Paula met her husband, 
Paul Gallant, while they 
were growing up in Chel-
sea. They married in the 
early 1980’s and made their 
home in Wilmington, where 
they raised their two be-
loved daughters, Meaghan 
and Katelyn. Paula was a 
devoted wife, an exception-
al homemaker, and a won-
derful mother. Her family 
was always her greatest pri-
ority.

Known affectionately 
as the “cool mom,” Paula 
opened her heart and her 
home to everyone. She had 
an open-door policy and 
welcomed her daughters’ 
friends as if they were her 
own. Paula was born to be 
a host and took great joy 
in bringing people togeth-
er. She especially loved the 
holidays—Thanksgiving 
and Christmas were her 
favorites—and she had a 
remarkable gift for making 
those times truly magical 
for her family.

Paula shared a special 
and loving bond with her 
husband, Paul and togeth-
er they cherished watching 
their daughters grow, built 
their lives, and eventually 
became loving grandpar-
ents. They enjoyed relaxing 
together in their yard by 
the pool and soaking in the 
simple pleasures of being 
together.

Paula adored her daugh-
ters unconditionally and 
was their biggest confidant 
and supporter. She never 
missed a cheerleading com-
petition, skating event, or 
school activity, and she was 
endlessly proud of Meaghan 
and Katelyn, never missing 
an opportunity to tell them 
how deeply she loved them.

Becoming “Nanny” to 
her grandchildren was one 
of Paula’s greatest joys. 
She Facetimed daily, cele-
brating every milestone and 
moment, and her love for 
her grandchildren knew no 
bounds.

Paula was diagnosed with 
cancer more than twelve 
years ago and faced her ill-
ness head-on with strength, 
courage, and grace. After 
receiving a bone marrow 
transplant, she became a 

survivor and continued to 
inspire everyone around 
her. With her positive atti-
tude and warm spirit, Pau-
la became affectionately 
known as the “mayor” of 
the Feldberg 7 and Shapiro 
7 floors at Beth Israel Hos-
pital. Even in the midst of 
her own fight, she brought 
joy, comfort, and encour-
agement to nurses, doctors, 
and fellow patients with 
her radiant smile and kind 
words.

Paula will be remem-
bered for her boundless 
love, selflessness, and com-
passion. She loved without 
judgment, always putting 
others before herself, and 
never complained. She was 
a strong and inspiring role 
model to her family and all 
who knew her, and she will 
be deeply missed.

Paula was the beloved 
wife of Paul Gallant; de-
voted mother of Meaghan 
Gallant and her late fiancée, 
Nathan Regan, of Wilm-
ington, and Katelyn Caru-
so and her husband, Jack, 
of Watertown; and loving 
“Nanny” to the late Logan 
Regan, Marley Caruso, and 
Archer Caruso. She was the 
dear sister of Walter Wil-
liams and his wife, Kim, 
of Revere; Robert Dunn of 
New Jersey; the late Sha-
mus Dunn; and Cheryl Ri-
ley of Wilmington. She was 
also the sister-in-law of Jan-
et Gallant and her late hus-
band, Ricky Gallant. Paula 
is survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews.

Family and friends will 
gather for visitation at the 
Nichols Funeral Home, 187 
Middlesex Avenue (Route 
62), Wilmington, on Friday, 
December 19, from 9 to 11 
a.m., immediately followed 
by a Mass of Christian Buri-
al at 11:30 a.m. in St. Dor-
othy’s Church, Main Street 
(Route 38), Wilmington.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations in Pau-
la’s name may be made to 
The Leukemia & Lympho-
ma Society (Blood Cancer 
United), P.O. Box 22470, 
New York, NY 10087-2470, 
or to New England Donor 
Services, 60 First Avenue, 
Waltham, MA 02451.

Kimberly M. (Kursonis) 
Ursino

Graduate of Chelsea High School, Class of 1985

Family and friends are re-
spectfully invited to attend a 
Memorial Visitation on Fri-
day, December 19th, from 
4 to 7 p.m. in the Vertuccio 
Smith and Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals, 
262 Beach Street, Revere 
for Kimberly M. (Kursonis) 
Ursino who passed away far 
too young after a brief bat-
tle with cancer. She was 58 
years old. A funeral service 
will take place in the funeral 
home at 7 p.m., interment 
will be private.

Kimberly was born in 
Everett on January 7, 1967. 
She was the only child born 
to John W. Kursonis and 
Frances L. (Ciaramella) 
Kursonis. She was raised 
and educated in Cheslea 
and was a graduate of Chel-
sea High School, Class of 
1985. During her time in 
high school, Kimberly was 
captain of the cheerleading 
squad and was also on the 
girls’ volleyball team. Her 
greatest joy in life was be-
coming a mom and she was 
blessed with her two sons, 
Daniel and Dylan. Her love 
for them knew no bounds 
and never wavered.

She had an immense 
passion for Disney. She 
was beyond a superfan and 
looked forward to her many 
vacations there, each trip 
extra special to her. Kim-
berly worked for the Fed-
eral Government in a man-
agerial role at the Hanscom 
Air Force Base in Bedford. 
Her federal career spanned 
over fifteen years until her 
diagnosis. Kimberly was 
also a lover of the beach and 
ocean. She and her fiancé, 
Jeff would spend the season 
on their boat “The Kimberly 
Marie.” They would enjoy 
Sundays at the Back Beach 
Sand Bar in Essex with 
friends, family and their 
dog, Leia.

She was also enthusias-
tic about sports, specifical-
ly football, attending and 
supporting every one of her 
boy’s games as their biggest 
fan. Kimberly was creative 
and loved decorating for all 
occasions. Whether it was 

Halloween, Christmas, or 
the Fourth of July, her imag-
ination was limitless, each 
year bringing new themes 
and decorative ideas. Her 
holiday gingerbread house 
parties were among one of 
her favorites. Each year she 
and her friends would com-
pete for the best decorat-
ed gingerbread house. She 
was an extremely loyal and 
devoted friend. Kimber-
ly, along with her friends, 
called themselves “The Stel-
la’s.” This group of women 
have been friends for de-
cades and they have always 
remained extremely close. 
Kimberly was a strong, 
caring, kind and passionate 
woman. Most importantly 
she will be remembered as 
a loving mother, daughter, 
companion, friend, and lov-
er of all things Disney.

The loving mother of 
Daniel J. Ursino and Dylan 
A. Ursino, both of Middle-
ton, she was the devoted 
daughter of Frances L. (Ci-
aramella) Kursonis of Ches-
lea and the late John W. Kur-
sonis,  the cherished fiancé’ 
of Jeffrey S. Mariano of 
Middleton, the loving niece 
of Josephine and the late 
Salvatore Fazio and Sherry 
and Tony Ciaramella, the 
treasured cousin of Salva-
tore “Teddy” Fazio and the 
late Nicholas “Nicky” Cia-
ramella and is also lovingly 
survived by her lab, Leia, 
the Stella Girls’ Group, 
many other friends, and ex-
tended families. 

At the family’s request, 
please OMIT flowers and 
make a donation to Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute 
and the Jimmy Fund, P.O. 
Box 849168, Boston, MA 
02284-9188.

Fill not your hearts with pain and 
sorrow, but remember me in every 

tomorrow. Remember the joy, 
laughter, the smiles. I’ve only gone 

to rest for a while. Although my 
leaving causes pain and grief, my 
going has eased my hurt and giv-
en me relief. So dry your eyes and 
remember me, not as I am but I as I 

used to be. Because, I will remember you all and look 
on with a smile. Understand in your hearts, I’ve only 
gone to rest a while. As long as I have the love of you, I 

can live my life in the hearts of all of you. 

Your loving wife Sharleene, children Jordanna, 
Aisha and grandchildren. 

One year Anniversary 
In Loving Memory 

Hiram Flores 
November 29 1968 — December 18,2024

50th Anniversary Remembrance
PPEETTEERR  AARRKKIIPP  MMOORRGGAANN

Dec 17, 1975 - Dec 17, 2025

Sadly Missed and Loved 
by son, 

Brian Morgan

Patricia “Tricia” O’Donnell
July 18, 1963 - December 3, 2025

It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Patricia Jean O’Don-
nell, affectionately known 
as Tricia, who left this world 
unexpectedly on December 
3, 2025, at the age of 62, 
surrounded by the love of 
her devoted husband, Wil-
liam H. O’Donnell, Jr.

Tricia’s journey began 
in Chelsea,  where she was 
born on July 18, 1963, the 
cherished daughter of the 
late Chester V. and Char-
lotte J. Zaksheski.

Tricia’s academic jour-
ney commenced at St. Stan-
islaus Parochial School and 
continued through Williams 
Jr. High School, culminat-
ing with her graduation 
from Chelsea High School 
in 1981. Demonstrating a 
keen interest in engineer-
ing from a young age, she 
pursued drafting and design 
studies at NE Technical 
School in Wakefield. Her 
educational achievements 
included earning an Associ-
ate’s Degree in Tool and Die 
Design from Alliance Col-
lege in Cambridge Springs, 
PA, followed by an Associ-
ate’s Degree in Mechanical 
Drafting from Wentworth 
Institute of Technology. 
Over the span of a remark-
able 40-year career, Tricia 
contributed significantly to 
the fields of engineering and 
quality assurance at E.G. & 
G. in Salem, which later 
became PerkinElmer Op-
toelectronics and then Ex-
celitas Technologies. Start-
ing as a Drafter, her career 
flourished as she ascended 
to the role of Senior Quality 
Analyst, a testament to her 
unwavering dedication and 
expertise. Her commitment 
to education continued, as 
she proudly earned a bach-
elor’s degree in business 
administration and manage-
ment in 2012.

Tricia married the love of 
her life, William, on May 1, 
1988. Together, they forged 
a beautiful life for 37 years 
in Peabody, Massachusetts, 
where their shared love 
and devotion were evident 
to all who knew them. Tri-
cia found joy in the simple 
pleasures of life—celebrat-
ing holidays with family, 
nurturing friendships, and 
curling up at home to watch 
her favorite sci-fi and reality 

television shows.
She leaves behind her 

beloved husband, William, 
and her cherished family: 
her siblings: Linda S. Wood 
and her late husband, David 
of Arizona; Peter A. Zaksh-
eski and his wife, Donna of 
Chelsea; Andrea Z. Jackow-
ski of Royersford, PA and 
the late Dianne M. Zaksh-
eski. Tricia was a treasured 
aunt to Amanda Jackowski 
and her partner, Kyle, as 
well as Christopher Jackow-
ski, all of Pennsylvania, and 
her late Godson, Jonathan 
Jackowski.

 She is also survived by 
a large extended family, 
including in-laws: Dorothy 
Morgan and her husband, 
Michael of Saugus; James 
O’Donnell of Jackson, NH; 
Joseph F. O’Donnell and his 
wife, Kellye of Newburyp-
or; and Mary Welch and her 
husband, George of Saugus. 
Tricia’s family was further 
enriched by her numerous 
nieces and nephews, includ-
ing Whitney and Keri Mor-
gan, Joey O’Donnell Jr., 
Brittany O’Donnell and her 
daughter,, Ruby Dixon, Mi-
chael and Brooke O’Don-
nell, George Welch III, his 
wife, Cristin and their son, 
Caiden, Meghan Welch, and 
the late Michael R. Morgan, 
Jr.

Tricia’s life was hon-
ored with a private family 
farewell service and burial 
at Puritan Lawn Memorial 
Park, in Peabody where she 
was laid to rest. Those wish-
ing to commemorate her are 
encouraged to consider con-
tributing to a charity of their 
choosing in her name.

In her memory, we re-
flect upon the joy and love 
she brought into our lives, a 
lasting impression that will 
remain in our hearts forever.
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Patty entered eternal rest 
Tuesday morning, Novem-
ber 25, 2025, surrounded by 
the love and comfort of her 
husband, while at home in 
Saugus.  She was 74 years 
of age.  

Born and raised in Chel-
sea, the daughter of the late 
James S. and Lucy (Ryan) 
Creamer, Patty attended 
school in Chelsea and grad-
uated from Chelsea High 
School, Class of 1969.  She 
worked as a receptionist for 
various companies over the 
years, but retired from Mi-
crosurgical Eye Consultants 
in Peabody.  

After getting married, 
Patty and her husband set-
tled in Saugus, where she 
has resided all these years.  
Patty was an “Auntie” to 
everybody, and she was 
the beloved caretaker of 
the family.  She loved the 
beach, going on cruises and 
taking vacations with her 
husband.  She loved spend-
ing time with friends and 
family, especially during 
the holidays.  Everyone 
went to Auntie’s for dessert 
on Christmas night!  Patty 
will be forever loved and 
cherished by her family. 

Patty was the devoted 
wife of Joseph R. Schlicher 
of Saugus, with whom she 
shared 54 years of mar-
riage; dear sister of Dorothy 
E. Capone and her husband, 
Jerry of Saugus, Nancy J. 
Bright of Billerica, Robert 
H. Creamer of Billerica, and 
the late James S. Creamer, 
Jr, John M. Creamer, Rich-
ard G. Creamer and Linda 

Hamel; beloved sister-in-
law of Cheryl Creamer of 
Peabody, Lisa Creamer of 
Woburn and the late Jimmy 
Bright.  She is also loving-
ly survived by many nieces 
and nephews.   

Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited to attend 
visiting hours at the Carafa 
Family Funeral Home, 389 
Washington Ave., Chel-
sea, on Saturday, January 3 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Pat-
ty’s Memorial Service will 
be celebrated in the Funeral 
Home at 11:30 a,m.  Ser-
vices will conclude at the 
Funeral Home.  Interment 
is private. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations in Patty’s memory 
may be made to the Alz-
heimer’s Association, 225 
N Michigan Ave. Floor 17 
Chicago, IL 60601 or on-
line at www.alz.org.

We encourage family 
and friends to visit carafa-
funeralhome.com to offer 
condolences by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sympa-
thy card.

COLETTA ZAPATA 
HOLDS HEARING 
REGARDING 
UTILITY-RELATED 
HAZARDS

EAST BOSTON - Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta Zapa-
ta (District 1) held a hearing 
to examine the maintenance 
and safety protocols of over-
head electrical equipment 
to keep communities safe 
from utility-related hazards. 
The hearing brought to-
gether City officials, utility 
companies, and residents to 
discuss ongoing concerns, 
current practices, and op-
portunities to strengthen 
emergency notifications 
and ensure multi-agency re-
sponse systems function ef-
fectively. Councilor Coletta 
Zapata sponsored the hear-
ing to review utility com-
panies’ maintenance proto-
cols, inspection schedules, 
and emergency response 
plans, and to evaluate long-
term infrastructure solutions 
that better protect residents 
especially in high-density 
neighborhoods. The hearing 
was called in response to 
the July 29 incident on Bart-
lett Street in Charlestown, 
where overhead electrical 
wires caught fire, igniting 
parked vehicles and causing 
a power outage for dozens 
of residents.

“This hearing is a step to-
wards trying to understand 
how to move forward in 
an effective way where we 
have broad buy-in from all 
stakeholders of the commu-
nity if there are going to be 
impacts to their quality of 
life and financial impacts. 
Residents deserve to know 
that when they walk down 
their block, the wires above 
them are safe, inspected, 
and capable of withstanding 
increasingly volatile weath-
er patterns,” said Council-
or Coletta Zapata. “I look 
forward to future conversa-
tions. Thank you to every-
one who joined to provide 
their perspectives and expe-
riences.”

The Councilors heard 
from an administration 
panel who provided an 
overview of the City’s co-
ordination efforts with util-
ity companies and the chal-
lenges of undergrounding 
infrastructure in densely 
populated areas. The Public 
Improvement Commission 
clarified that its role is limit-
ed to reviewing the location 
of utility infrastructure and 
not determining its appro-
priateness, viability, or ne-
cessity. Those assessments 
fall to the utility companies 
and the State’s Department 

of Public Utilities (DPU). 
Councilor Coletta Zapata 
emphasized the need for 
clearer communication, 
timely responses, and criti-
cal infrastructure upgrades.

Utility companies pres-
ent discussed the challeng-
es of coordinating multiple 
utility projects in the same 
area and the importance of 
clear communication with 
city agencies. Eversource 
and National Grid shared 
that undergrounding wires 
could cost millions per 
mile, with additional costs 
for conduits, permits, and 
excavation. They empha-
sized the complexity and 
high costs involved, noting 
that municipalities would 
bear the initial costs. During 
the hearing, the utility com-
panies also addressed the 
impact of undergrounding 
on utility companies and 
their operations such as the 
complexity and cost of un-
dergrounding, including the 
need for additional man-
holes and engineering costs.

This docket will remain 
in the Committee on City 
Services and Innovation 
Technology. A recording of 
the hearing can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tCvk_co6PJQ 

For additional informa-
tion please contact the Of-
fice of Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta Zapata by phone at 
(617) 635-3200 or by email 
at gabriela.ramirez@bos-
ton.gov.

RESIDENT PARKING 
STICKER PROGRAM 
BEGINS JAN. 2 WITH 
NEW CHANGES

EVERETT - The Of-
fice of the Parking Clerk 
is pleased to announce the 

official start of the 2026 
Resident Parking Sticker 
Program. Beginning Friday, 
January 2, vehicle owners 
must submit an application 
to obtain their 2026 resident 
parking sticker.

Please note stickers will 
no longer be automatical-
ly mailed to residents who 
have applied and received 
a sticker before. To receive 
a 2026 sticker, Everett res-
idents must take action by 
one of the following meth-
ods:

• Apply online at epay.cit-
yhallsystems.com.

• Call Constituent Ser-
vices at 617-394-2270 or 
visit City Hall (484 Broad-
way), Room 13, for in-per-
son assistance.

• Call City Hall Systems 
at 508-381-5455.

Please note that to be ap-
proved, the vehicle must be 
registered in Everett and in 
good standing. Stickers will 
not be issued for vehicles 
with overdue parking tick-
ets or unpaid excise taxes.

If you receive an email 
indicating that your address 
is not recognized, the Col-
lector’s Office will update 
the system and notify you 
once your address has been 
added so you may reapply 
online.

Resident stickers for 
2026 must be obtained and 
displayed on the vehicle by 

March 1, 2026. As a cour-
tesy, stickers will be free 
of charge from January 2 
through February 28. A $10 
fee per sticker will apply 
starting March 1.

Residents applying for 
a first-time sticker or those 
with new plates or vehicles 
must apply in person at City 
Hall, Room 13. Please bring 
your vehicle registration 
and proof of address (such 
as a driver’s license or cur-
rent utility bill).

Beginning January 2, 
Lower Broadway residents 
must also visit City Hall, 
Room 13, to renew their 
Lower Broadway sticker 
and visitor placard. Please 
bring your registration and 
proof of address (driver’s 
license, utility bill or last 
year’s visitor placard).

Commercial Vehicles
Commercial vehicles 

must bring their registration 
to City Hall and pass an in-
spection to qualify for a res-
idential sticker. The vehicle 
must weigh under 10,000 
lbs. and have no more than 
four wheels. Box trucks 
are not eligible. The cost is 
$300 per sticker and limited 
to one per household.

Visitor Passes and Plac-
ards

Residents may obtain a 

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Leaves fall and Savings riseLeaves fall and Savings rise

&

*$180 per paper

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY MAYOR WU’S ENCHANTED TROLLEY 
                                               ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE                                               ARRIVES IN MAVERICK SQUARE

Mayor Michelle Wu with Santa and State Representative Adrian Madaro and his children, Nico 
and Matteoduring the Mayor’s annual Trolley Tour.

See REGION Page 11

Patricia L. “Patty” (Creamer) 
Schlicher

She was an “Auntie” to everybody, and the 
beloved caretaker of the family

OBITUARIES

Give the Gift of 

Name_______________________________________

City__________________ State ____ ZIP___________

Address_________________________________________
________________________________________

Clip this and mail in or stop by the office 8:30AM - 5PM
The Independent Newspapers

385 Broadway, Suite 105 
Revere, MA  02151

For more information call us at 781-485-0588

A year’s subscription to 
The Revere Journal, 

The Chelsea Record or 
The Winthrop Sun-Transcript. 

$26 in town or $50 for out of town.

Hometown News

40 70
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DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS 
TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

LEGAL NOTICE
REVISED

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2025-25

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
320 Revere Beach Realty, LLC.
For Special Permit and 
Variance approval for the 
construction of a sixty-seven 
(67) residential dwelling unit 
structures which does not meet 
the requirements for minimum 
lot size, off-street parking 
spaces, minimum side yard 
setback, maximum density, 
maximum height, maximum 
number of stories, minimum 
rear yard setback, minimum 
usable open space, minimum 
lot size per unit and minimum 
access aisle width at the 
premises known as:
320 Revere Beach Parkway
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

12/18, 12/24/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF 

PETITION TO EXPAND THE 
POWERS OF A GUARDIAN
Docket No. SU17P1625GD

Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts 
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court 
24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114
In the Interests of: Virginia 
Hitaffer of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT Incapacitated 
Person/Protected Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
DMH c/o Office of General 
Counsel of Westborough, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
requesting that the court: Ex-
pand the powers of a Guardian 
of the Respondent.
The petition asks the court to 
make a determination that 
the powers of the Guardian 
and/or Conservator should be 
expanded, modified, or limited 
since the time of the appoint-
ment. The original petition is 
on file with the court.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding.  If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 
10:00 AM on the return date of 

12/26/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named per-
son’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: December 01, 2025
Stephanie Everett
Register of Probate

12/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
DRAFT NOTICE OF FINDING OF 
NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND 
DRAFT NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

December 11, 2025
City of Chelsea, Department 
of Housing & Community 
Development 
500 Broadway, Rm. 101
Chelsea, MA 02150
617-466-4000
These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedur-
al requirements for activities 
to be undertaken by the City 
of Chelsea.
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
On or about January 6, the 
City of Chelsea will submit a 
request to the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities for 
the release of Community 
Development Block Grant 
FY25 funds under Title 1 of 
the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, 
as amended, to undertake 
projects known as the Voke 
Park Accessibility Project 
for the purpose of ensuring 
that children with mobility 
impairments are able to access 
and enjoy play equipment in 
Chelsea’s parks. 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT
The City of Chelsea has 
determined that the project 
will have no significant impact 
on the human environment.  
Therefore, an Environmental 
Impact Statement under the 
National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not 

required.  Additional project 
information is contained in 
the Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) on file at City of 
Chelsea, Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA 02150 
where ERR can be examined 
and may be examined or 
copied Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., 
Tuesdays 8 A.M. to 7 P.M. and 
Fridays 8 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or 
agency may submit written 
comments on the ERR to the 
City of Chelsea, Benjamin 
Cares, Environmental Certi-
fying Officer.  All comments 
received by January 5 will 
be considered by the City of 
Chelsea prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for 
release of funds.  Comments 
should specify which Notice 
they are addressing.
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICA-
TION
The City of Chelsea certifies to 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Com-
munities that Benjamin Cares 
in his capacity as Environmen-
tal Certifying Officer consents 
to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce respon-
sibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied.  EOHLC’s 
approval of the certification 
satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities and allows the 
City of Chelsea to use Program 
funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
EOHLC will accept objections to 
its release of fund and the City 
of Chelsea’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days follow-
ing the anticipated submission 
date or its actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) 
only if they are on one of the 
following bases: (a) the certifi-
cation was not executed by the 
Certifying Officer of the City of 
Chelsea; (b) the City of Chelsea 
has omitted a step or failed 
to make a decision or finding 
required by HUD regulations at 
24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant 
recipient or other partici-
pants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken 
activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of 
a release of funds by EOHLC; 
or (d) another Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 
1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is 
unsatisfactory from the stand-
point of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared 
and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) 
and shall be addressed to 
EHOLC at 100 Cambridge St., 
Ste. 300, Boston, MA 02114.  
Potential objectors should 
contact EOHLC to verify the 
actual last day of the objection 

period.
Benjamin Cares, Director, 
Housing and Community 
Development 

12/11, 12/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2025-24

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
Frantz Noel
For Special Permits seeking for 
the extension of the current 
use of a catering service to 
also include fast food restau-
rant take-out delivery service 
to individual customers at the 
premises known as:
103 Broadway
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

12/11, 12/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No. SU25P2766EA
Estate of:
Charles Blake, Jr.
Also Known As:
Charles Blake
Date of Death: 
October 27, 2025
To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner Nora 
Blake of Chelsea MA
A will has been admitted to 
information probate.
Nora Blake of Chelsea MA has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the Estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Mas-
sachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by 
the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 

matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra-
tion.
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure.
A copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.

112/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
La Esquina Mariachi Restau-
rant, Inc. d/b/a La Esquina 
Mariachi Restaurant
170 Washington Ave, Chelsea,
Chelsea Licensing Commission, 
January 15, 2026
Notice is hereby given that a 
Disciplinary Public Hearing 
will be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, Chelsea City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, MA, , 
as to the non-compliance with 
the All Alcoholic Beverages 
License and the Amusement & 
Entertainment license as to the 
Rules and Regulations, #2.12, 
#2.09(b), #2.13, of the City of 
Chelsea Licensing Commission, 
in regards to Police Report 
#25-04503 to La Esquina 
Mariachi Restaurant, Inc. 
d/b/a La Esquina Mariachi 
Restaurant at 170 Washington 
Ave, Chelsea, MA.  
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Beatrice Hernandez
Licensing Administrator

12/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
Invitation for Bids

WINDOW REPLACEMENTS AT 
CITY HALL AND LIBRARY

The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking
 Bids for marked “WINDOW 
REPLACEMENTS AT CITY HALL 
AND LIBRARY”.
Invitation for Bids will be 
available on or after December 
18, 2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php. 
Invitation for Bids must be 
sealed and clearly marked 
“WINDOW REPLACEMENTS 
AT CITY HALL AND LIBRARY” 
and submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:30AM on 
Thursday, January 8, 2026.
• An Optional Site Visit is 
scheduled on 12/30/2025 @ 
11:00 am;

Located at City Hall, 500 
Broadway Front Desk, Chelsea 
MA 02150
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a certified check, issued by 
a responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond duly 
executed by the bidder as 
principal and having as surety 
thereon a surety company 
approved by the City, all in the 
amount of 5% of the bid pay-
able to the “City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapters 149.
Ledia Koco
Chief Procurement Officer	

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT
OF SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU96P2424
Estate of:
Lewis, C., Jr. Barrett
Also Known As:
Lewis Chadwick Barrett, Jr.
Date of Death: 
05/23/1994
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: 
Tina L Carey of Rindge NH 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
that Tina L Carey of Rindge 
NH be appointed as Successor 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 
10:00 a.m. on 01/15/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 

days of the return date, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you.
The estate is being adminis-
tered under formal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 05, 2025
Stephanie L Everett, Esq., 
Register of Probate

12/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 
Docket No.
SU24D1208DR
Amparo Margotell Mora De 
Magana
Plaintiff
vs.
Jose David Magana Posadas
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a Com-
plaint for Divorce requesting 
that the Court grant a divorce 
for Irretrievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at the 
Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party.
SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411. 
You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: 
Amparo Margotell Mora De 
Magana
313 Broadway
Apt 3
Chelsea, MA 02150 
your answer, if any, on or 
before 01/29/2026.
If you fail to do so, the court 
will proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action.
You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer, if any, 
in the office of the Register of 
this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Judge of this Court.
Date: December 8, 2025
Stephanie L Everett, Esq., 
Register of Probate

12/18/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and Family 
Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT
OF SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU24P1381EA
Estate of:
George William McInnis, Jr.
Also Known As:
George McInnis. Jr. George W 
McInnis. Jr.
Date of Death: 
06/17/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: 
Kathleen M. Lawler of Milton 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order that Kathleen M. Lawler 
of Milton MA be appointed as 
Successor Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney.
Must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
01/21/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding.
If you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return date, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you.
The estate is being adminis-
tered under formal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are 
not required to be filed with 
the Court, but recipients are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D Rivers, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 11, 2025
Stephanie L Everett. Esq 
Register of Probale
Register of Probate

12/18/2025
C

Roundup //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

evening at the Reggie Lew-
is Track and Athletic Cen-
ter, a number of Red Devils 
turned in fine performances.

In the 55 meter dash, 
sophomore David Ponce 
took first place vs. Medford 
with a time of 7.42. Team-
mates Gregory Ulloa and 
Aiden Rivas-Ortega came 
across in second and third 
vs. Medford to complete a 
sweep over the Mustangs.

In the 300 dash, Ponce 
grabbed second and Ulloa 
took third place vs. Med-
ford.

In the 600, Xavier Guz-
man took first place vs. 
Medford and second vs. 
Somerville with a time of 
1:34.81. 

In the 1000, Bryan Ama-
ya-Yanes finished first vs. 
Medford and second vs. 
Somerville with a clocking 
of 3:06.98.  

Carlos Perez-Acosta took 
first place vs. Medford in the 
mile with a time of 5:28.34. 

In the two-mile run, ju-
nior Sebastian Molina Regil 
came across the line in sec-
ond place vs. both Medford 
and Somerville with a time 
of 12:06.48. 

In the shot-put, Red Devil 
senior Kevin Romero-Moli-
na took first place vs. Med-
ford with a toss of 39’-5.5”, 
which was good for second 
vs. Somerville. Teammates 
Philip Robles and Ugali 
Thomas went 2-3 to make it 
a sweep vs. Medford.

The Red Devils will be 
back at the Reggie tomor-
row (Friday) evening for 
another GBL tri-meet vs. 
Revere and Lynn English.

 SIMON, SERRANO
SHINE IN    
OPENING MEET  
FOR CHS GIRLS

Although the Chelsea 
High girls  indoor track 
team came up on the short 
end of its tri-meet with 

Greater Boston League 
(GBL) rivals Medford (48-
45) and Somerville (62-31) 
last Friday evening at the 
Reggie Lewis Track and 
Athletic Center, a number 
of Lady Red Devils turned 
in fine performances.

Junior Thania Simon out-
classed the entire field of all 
GBL competitors (all of the 
GBL schools compete on 
Friday nights at the Reggie 
in dual and tri-meets) in the 
long jump with a leap of 
17’-8.75”, which was more 
than two feet further than 
the next-closest girl. 

Thania also took first 
place vs. both opponents in 
the 300 dash with a time of 
46.07 and finished third vs. 
Somerville in the 55 meter 
dash.

Fellow junior Lilly Serra-
no also turned in a superla-
tive effort on the night. Lil-
ly won the high jump with 
a leap of 4’11”, which was 
the top jump of the evening 

among all GBL competitors. 
In the 300 dash, Serrano fin-
ished second vs. Somerville 
and third vs. Medford.

Other point-scorers for 
the Lady Red Devils includ-
ed:

In the 55 meter dash, 
Ashly Damas Ruiz took 
third vs. Somerville.

In the 600, sophomore 
Katherine Benitez was the 
top Lady Red Devil with a 
third-place effort vs. both 
opponents.

In the 1000, sophomore 
Kimberly Fuentes Chavez 
took second place vs. Med-
ford.

In the mile, senior Ha-
zel Hatleberg grabbed sec-
ond-place vs. Medford and 
third vs. Somerville.

In the 2-mile run, senior 
Aly Perez defeated her 
Medford counterparts with 
a time iof 14:49.41 and 
came across in third vs. her 
Somerville foes.

In the 55 meter hurdles, 

senior Kimberly Ardona 
Romero finished in second 
place vs. both opponents.

In the shot-put, senior 
Dieunie Cademus took first-
place vs. Medford and sec-
ond vs. Somerville with a 
throw of 26’-10.5”. Senior 
Harmony Rogers added a 
second place and junior Ali-
jah Fortes took a third place 
vs. Medford.

In the 4 x 400 relay, the 
quartet of Katherine Beni-
tez, Ashly Damas Ruiz, 
Kimberly Fuentes Chaves, 
and Hazel Hatleberg took 
first place vs. Medford.

The Lady Red Devils 
will be back at the Reggie 
tomorrow (Friday) evening 
to take on Revere and Lynn 
English.

CO-OP WRESTLING
TEAM OPENS
SEASON TODAY

The Greater Boston 
League (GBL) co-op wres-

tling team, which includes 
wrestlers from most of the 
GBL schools, is scheduled 
to open its season this eve-
ning (Wednesday) with a 
match at Cambridge Rindge 
and Latin.

The team once again will 
be under the direction of 
head coach Eli Guttentag 
and will feature a nice con-
tingent from Chelsea: Has-
san Aljiboury, Ilaijah Leb-
ron, Lucas Prudencio, Axel 
Quintanilla, Sahelert Le-
mus, Christopher Pacheco 
Celaya, Carlos Canelas, and 
Lukan Rojas.

“We have a team full of 
new wrestlers and I am ex-
cited to see how we will 
develop throughout the sea-
son,” said Guttentag. “The 
goal is to grow and improve 
as a program each year and I 
have no doubt that the large 
turnout of motivated indi-
viduals has us moving in the 
right direction.”
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1-day visitor pass for $5 or 
up to four 10-day parking 
placards per plate for $25 
each. To qualify, applicants 
must provide a valid regis-
tration and proof of Everett 
address (current utility bill 
or lease).

For assistance or ques-
tions about the program, 
contact:

•	 Constituent Ser-
vices: 617-394-2270

•	 Parking Clerk’s Of-
fice: 617-394-2295 or 617-
394-2275

•	 City Hall Systems 
(Sticker orders & status): 
508-381-5455

For more information, 
please visit: cityofeverett.
com/city-hall/departments/
parking/residential-park-
ing-stickers.

CONSTRUCTION 
SCHEDULE FOR 
NEW SCHOOL 
DELAYED, BUT 
PROJECT STILL ON 
BUDGET

REVERE - The opening 
of the new Revere High 
School has likely been 
pushed back to January of 
2029, rather than the initial-
ly planned beginning of the 
2028-29 school year.

At last week’s Revere 
High School Building Com-
mittee meeting, Brian Dakin 
of owner’s project manager 
LeftField presented a “good 
news, bad news” update on 
the status of the project.

The good news, Dakin 
said, is that estimates con-
tinue to show the project 
continuing to track at be-
tween $8 million to $12 
million under budget. 

However, Dakin said soil 
issues at the former Won-
derland site have pushed 
the projected construction 
schedule for the project 
back several months.

At last week’s meeting, 
the building committee ap-
proved the 90 percent con-
struction documents that 
will be submitted to the Mas-
sachusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA).

The MSBA awarded the 
city of Revere a grant of 
$233,889,807 for the high 
school building project.

The city council ap-

proved a total $492-million 
budget for the project, but 
the council and the school 
building committee have 
stated that they are working 
to cut at least $10 million 
from that figure as the proj-
ect progresses.

The original construction 
schedule for the four-story, 
422,600-square-foot school 
had a projected opening 
date in time for the begin-
ning of the 2028-29 school 
year.

“This is a good news, bad 
news update,” Dakin said at 
the beginning of last week’s 
high school building com-
mittee meeting. “The three 
main pillars in any of these 
MSBA submissions … are 
scope, cost - the budget, and 
the schedule.”

In the 90 percent con-
struction documents, Dakin 
said there are no changes to 
the scope of the project. 

“Everything that the de-
sign subcommittee has seen 
is still intact in the docu-
ments; the design is intact,” 
said Dakin.

On the cost side, Dakin 
said there were two cost es-
timates run, with one show-
ing the project tracking at 
$8.8 million under the full 
approved budget, and the 
second showing it at $12.3 
million under budget.

“Those two combined 
are what keep me confident 
that we are on the path to 
achieve the $10 million re-
duction this committee has 
talked about; and overall, 
good news,” said Dakin. 

However, Dakin said the 
news was not as good on the 
schedule front.

“The real short story is 
that we are at 90 percent 
projecting that the project 
is not going to be able to 
make the August/Septem-
ber 2028 occupancy date,” 
he said. “We are going to be 
forecasting that the move in 
is going to have to happen 
at the holidays at the end of 
2028; most likely meaning 
the first day of class just af-
ter the new year.”

The delay in the schedule 
is related to the complexi-
ty of resolving ground im-
provements to the soil con-
ditions at the Wonderland 
site, Dakin said.

“We cleared permitting 

in just about the time we 
thought, we got the bid doc-
uments for our earth work 
and structure a little bit 
around where we thought, 
and started receiving a lot 
of questions about how the 
soil improvements – mostly 
from a structural perspec-
tive – are going to be imple-
mented for this design that 
was bid,” said Dakin. “That 
set us into a couple months 
of an expanded testing pro-
gram that we brought a 
bunch of proposals to this 
committee to authorize ba-
sically digging more holes, 
doing more sampling. The 
amount of time it’s taken to 
get resolution on that, and 
the amount of time that’s re-
sulting in what I would call 
soil management before the 
contractors are just getting 
out there and digging and 
pouring foundations really 
wasn’t accounted for prop-
erly in the schedule that 
showed a summer move.”

Dakin said the project 
lost several months going 
from bidding to resolving 
the approach to ground im-
provements with the sub-
contractor to having a defin-
itive schedule.

“We don’t believe at this 
point that that schedule is 
recoverable from a summer 
move,” said Dakin.

Mayor Patrick Keefe said 
the delay in the construction 
schedule was unforeseen 
but not totally unexpected.

“I just want to emphasize 
that whenever you are deal-
ing with a three-year proj-
ect, there are always going 
to be little blips on the radar 
that can cause a domino,” 
said Keefe.

Keefe said the contrac-
tors and project team will 
be working backwards from 
the latest schedule to try 
to pick up some days and 
avoid further disruptions.

“I just wanted to make 
sure everyone is aware that 
the good news is the financ-
es still seem to very much 
line up very favorably, be-
cause the bidding environ-
ment has been very favor-
able,” said Keefe. “Tough 
one … but this is what we 
sort of, unpleasantly ex-
pect, just like when we were 
planning the high school 10 
years ago, there’s always 

been a little something to 
come.”

TOWN MISSES 
OUT ON STATE  
TREE GRANT

WINTHROP - The town 
missed out on a recent 
$100,000 Cool Corridors 
grant from the state’s Divi-
sion of Conservation Ser-
vices and Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmen-
tal Affairs.

According to Hilary 
Dimino, the state office’s 
manager of the tree planting 
program, Winthrop ranked 
eight out of 18 applicants 
for the grant, but did not re-
ceive it because the town is 
not in compliance with the 
MBTA 3A Communities 
Act.

In a letter to Assistant 
Town Manager Cheryl Mc-
Cormick, Dimino stated the 
town likely would have re-
ceived the grant if it was in 
compliance with the state 
law.

“If you would like to 
re-apply for the Cooling 
Corridors grant program 
in the coming fiscal year, 
please ensure that your 
community is in compli-
ance with MBTA Commu-
nities Law,” Dimino stated 
in the letter.

The Healey-Driscoll ad-
ministration recently an-
nounced  $632,000 in grants 

from the Cooling Corridors 
program, which focuses on 
planting trees in identified 
hotspots, along popular 
walking routes, and in En-
vironmental Justice neigh-
borhoods across Massachu-
setts.

Winthrop Tree Warden 
Tom Derderian said he is 
disappointed in Winthrop 
losing out on the grant.

“The grant would have 
allowed the town to pur-
chase a much needed mo-
bile watering tank to help 
our young trees survive 
summer dry spells and of 
course many, many more 
young trees,” Derderian 
said.

The tree warden ex-
plained that there is no 
money left for a spring 
planting, so the town will 
have to look at other ways 
to raise money. He said the 
“Cool Corridors” grant is 
meant to help communities 
grow trees to provide shade 
in an ever hotter environ-
ment to cool areas frequent-
ed by people vulnerable to 
heat radiating off hot, black 
asphalt.

 In addition to this public 
health benefit trees mod-
erate rain runoff during 
sudden storms and take up 
ground water with their 
roots and evaporate it into 
the air through their leaves 
easing the stress on the 
town’s drainage systems, 

Derderian said.
“Trees are also beautiful 

and thus enhance property 
values in the town as well 
as contributing to a higher 
quality of life,” he stated. 
“The town has been losing 
total tree cover for many 
years as big, old trees with 
large shading canopies 
reach the end of their lives 
and have to be removed. 
A tree with a 36” diameter 
is replaced by one with an 
inch and a half diameter.

“In sixty years it will 
match the tree it replaced,” 
Derderian continued. “But 
every little tree planted will 
not necessarily live to be 
fully developed so many 
more trees need to be plant-
ed than are removed. Win-
throp has many magnificent 
century-old trees.”

Derderian said street trees 
are now living in a harsher 
world than the one that the 
big old trees grew up in. 

“The trees planted 100 
years ago did not face such 
hot, dry summers, so much 
pavement, so much air pol-
lution (there was no airport 
then) as well as road salt, 
and damage from the huge-
ly increased auto and truck 
traffic,” he said. “Many of 
our trees suffer from mo-
tor vehicle strikes to their 
trunks and large trucks hit-
ting their limbs on the street 
side. Our trees will require 
a great deal of tender care.”
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BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE 
Ochoa, Gabriel	 17 Suffolk Street LLC	 17 Suffolk St	 $820,000
Flores, Noemi J	 Sossi, Serena M	 221 Shurtleff St #1	 $389,000
P&b Rt	 Zisa, Robert	 248 Broadway #2	 $220,000
Rahim, Homayra A	 Crespo Property Group LL	 837 Broadway	 $895,000
Teshe, Manuel	 100 Pearl Unit 2 LLC	 92 Pearl St #2	 $415,000
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Special to the Record

The Chelsea Police De-
partment is pleased to 
announce that Captain 
Thomas H. McLain Jr. has 
successfully completed the 
296th Session of the FBI 
National Academy in Quan-
tico, Virginia, graduating on 
Dec. 11. This distinguished 
program admits fewer than 
one percent of top law en-
forcement executive offi-
cers nationwide.

Each session of the FBI 
National Academy brings 
together more than 250 law 
enforcement executives 
from local, state, federal, 
military, and international 
agencies. Participants are 
nominated by their agen-
cy leadership and selected 

through a highly compet-
itive process based on ex-
emplary leadership, pro-
fessional integrity, and a 
demonstrated commitment 
to advancing modern polic-
ing standards.

Widely regarded as one 
of the premier leadership 
development programs in 
law enforcement, the Acad-
emy delivers a rigorous 10-
week curriculum covering 
executive leadership, in-
telligence theory, strategic 
communication, behavioral 
science, national security, 
and contemporary policing 
strategies. The program also 
includes intensive physical 
fitness training and collab-
orative exercises designed 
to strengthen professional 
networks and promote in-
teragency cooperation.

Capt. McLain joins 
Chelsea Police Chief Keith 
Houghton, a graduate of the 
200th Session of the FBI 
National Academy, in con-
tinuing the department’s 
commitment to leadership 
excellence and professional 
development.

“Graduating from the 
FBI National Academy is 
a significant professional 

accomplishment that re-
flects Captain McLain’s 
leadership, dedication, and 
commitment to serving our 
community at the high-
est level,” said Houghton. 
“This training strengthens 
our department and enhanc-
es our ability to provide 
progressive, professional, 
and community-focused po-
licing.”

The Chelsea Police De-
partment congratulates 
Captain McLain on this 
achievement and remains 
committed to investing in 
leadership training that di-
rectly benefits the residents 
of Chelsea.

Ron Pownall captured this photo of the full moon rising over Broadway in Chelsea on Decem-
ber 5.

THE EASTERN SALT CO. (617) 884-5201 
37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Calvin T. BrownCalvin T. Brown
Chelsea City CouncilChelsea City Council

From my family to From my family to 
yours, Have a yours, Have a 

Wonderful Holiday Wonderful Holiday 
Season, and a Season, and a 

Healthy, HappyHealthy, Happy  
New Year!New Year!

MOON OVER BROADWAYHealey-Driscoll Administration awards over 
$750,000 in grants to support greater food access 

Special to the Record

The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration announced 
$779,458 in funding to im-
prove food access in un-
derserved communities 
throughout Massachusetts 
by increasing local food 
production. The funding 
will directly support the 
growth of urban farms, 
community gardens, and 
food business operations, 
targeting areas that struggle 
with food insecurity.

Among the recipients 
are: $3,000 to Green Roots 
for Food production equip-
ment and tools.

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Agricultural Re-
sources (MDAR) is award-
ing grants through the state’s 
Urban Agriculture Program 
and the Massachusetts Food 
Ventures Program to 17 or-
ganizations. The funds will 
help strengthen the local 
food system, increase local 
food production, and ex-
pand retail and distribution 
channels to distribute more 
healthy, fresh food across 
the state.

“With President Trump 
repeatedly attacking the 
programs that help Mas-
sachusetts families afford 
food, programs like these 
will increase the supply of 
locally grown healthy, af-
fordable food,” said Gover-
nor Maura Healey. “These 
awards are supporting lo-
cal jobs, farmers and small 
food businesses that keep 
money circulating in our 
local economy and provide 
essential food for the people 
of Massachusetts.”

“Investing in communi-
ty gardens and urban farms 
gives neighborhoods more 
control over their own food 

supply” said  Lieutenant 
Governor Kim Driscoll. 
“These projects increase 
consistent access to fresh 
and local produce, cre-
ate real opportunities for 
skill-building, and help 
communities build reliable 
distribution systems.”

The Urban Agriculture 
Program will provide re-
sources to urban farms and 
community gardens to in-
crease their production ca-
pacity. This means more 
local food for low-to-mod-
erate income residents who 
often face challenges ac-
cessing fresh, affordable, 
nutritious food.

The Massachusetts Food 
Ventures Program helps in-
crease food access by fund-
ing infrastructure to support 
processing, distribution 
channels, and retail outlets 
that are located primarily in 
or near communities of low 
or moderate income, includ-
ing Gateway Cities and rural 
communities.  Completed 
projects will enhance access 
to Massachusetts-grown, 
harvested, or caught food 
products through the devel-
opment of collaborations 
with local agricultural en-
terprises and public/private 
entities.

“Fresh, affordable food 
is a basic need for our 
communities across Mas-
sachusetts,” said  Energy 
and Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tepper. 
“Programs like Urban Ag-
riculture and Food Ventures 
strengthen our local food 
system by increasing pro-
duction and distribution ca-
pacity as demand for local 
food continues to grow.”

“Our food access pro-
grams have been transfor-

mative in helping to create a 
stronger local food system,” 
said MDAR Commissioner 
Ashley Randle.  “The Food 
Ventures Program provides 
opportunities for mid-range 
businesses, creating great-
er access to Massachusetts 
grown food, and increasing 
post-harvest opportunities 
for farmers.  Through the 
Urban Agriculture Program, 
more food will be grown 
in urban neighborhoods, 
helping to ensure that resi-
dents in these communities 
have greater access to local 
fresh produce, improving 
their health outcomes and 
enhancing their quality of 
life.”

“I am glad to see the re-
lease of this grant funding, 
particularly to two organi-
zations in Springfield, Well-
spring Harvest and Nordica 
St. Community Farm, who 
do such great work uniting 
our communities and pro-
viding healthy food and nu-
tritional education to their 
members,” said  Senator 
Adam Gómez (D – Hamp-
den). “We must continue 
to invest in community 
centered food resources 
throughout the common-
wealth, shortening the dis-
tance that our food travels 
and mitigating gaps in sup-
ply chains that only drive 
up prices, and I am proud of 
this administration for pri-
oritizing these efforts.” 

“I’m thrilled to see much 
needed help during these 
troubling economic times,” 
said  Representative Steven 
Ouellette (D – Westport). 
“This funding will provide 
opportunities that are crit-
ical components to com-
munities in my district and 
beyond.”

Chelsea Police Captain Thomas H. McLain Jr. 
graduates from the FBI National Academy

COURTESY PHOTO

Chelsea Police Capt. Thomas 
H. McLain Jr.

and a Wonderful New Year!

From my Family to yours,

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays Leo Robinson 
Councilor-at-Large 

and a Wonderful New Year!

From my Family to yours,

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays Leo Robinson 
Councilor-at-Large 


