
Special to the Record

Last Friday, Dec. 5, the 
police department celebrat-
ed and said farewell to Busi-
ness Manager Ledia Koco, 
on her final day with the 
Chelsea Police Department. 
Ledia joined CPD in March 
2020, stepping into a crit-
ical role during one of the 
most challenging periods in 
recent public safety history. 
Over the next four years, 
she became the backbone of 
the department’s business 

operations and a trusted ad-
ministrative leader.

As the Chelsea Police 
Business Manager, Ledia 
served in a professional ci-
vilian capacity, managing 
the department’s business 
systems, including:

• Financial Management: 
budget planning, account-
ing, forecasting

• Grant Administration: 
advising on opportunities 
and overseeing all grants

• Administrative Over-
sight: ensuring compliance 
with policies and accredita-
tion

• Policy & Systems: re-
searching improvements 
and supporting accredita-
tion efforts

• Liaison Duties: repre-
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Police business manager moving to new role in city

Alfaro honored 
during school 

committee 
meeting

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
honored member Yesse-
nia Alfaro for more than a 
decade on the board at its 
meeting last week.

It was the final school 
committee meeting for 
Alfaro, who ran for a city 
council seat rather than 
seeking reelection to the 
committee in the fall.

“I want to say thank you, 
you were on the school 
committee that hired me in 
2019, and thank you for be-

Council to take up further discussion on charter review

Council presented 
latest round of CPA 
grant recommendations

Carolina Bonilla, Julianna Hassell, City Manager Fidel Maltez, Penelope Sunsin, Jaylen Hassell, 
and Jennifer Hassell at Chelsea’s Annual Santa Parade and Tree Lighting. See Page 9 for more 
photos.

By Adam Swift

In its latest round of 
grant recommendations, the 
Chelsea Community Pres-
ervation Committee rec-
ommended the city council 
approve Community Pres-
ervation Fund grants for 
four projects.

However, at last week’s 
city council meeting, sev-
eral councilors raised con-
cerns about the Communi-
ty Preservation Act (CPA) 
program. The grant requests 

were moved to the council’s 
ways and means subcom-
mittee.

Chelsea voters approved 
the CPA in 2016. The CPA 
imposes a 1.5-percent sur-
charge on residential and 
commercial properties, with 
exemptions for low- and 
moderate-income home-
owners. The Community 
Preservation Committee 
(CPC) recommends using 
those funds for grant proj-
ects for housing, open 

COURTESY PHOTO

Chelsea Police Business Manager Ledia Koco with Police Chief Keith Houghton and members of the department.

CHELSEA’S SANTA PARADE 
AND ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING

By Adam Swift

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez recently asked the city 
council to reaffirm its 2021 
vote on proposed amend-
ments to the Chelsea City 
Charter.

At last week’s city coun-
cil meeting, several council-
ors said that rather than just 
reaffirming the vote from 
more than four years ago, 
the council could take the 
opportunity to take a closer 
look at the city charter now.

The motion was moved 
to a council subcommittee 
on conference for further 
discussion.

“As you will recall, from 
June 2020 through January 
2021, the City Council con-
ducted a thorough review 

of the Charter as required 
by the Charter’s mandate 
to undertake such a review 
every ten years, in each year 
ending in zero,” state Mal-
tez in a letter to the council. 
“Throughout this process, 
the Council held multiple 
meetings and public hear-
ings to examine the Char-
ter’s provisions, receive 
community input, and con-
sider recommendations for 
improvement.”

Following that process, 
the council voted in Octo-
ber of 2021 to approve a set 
of proposed charter amend-
ments and submit them for 
consideration by the state 
legislature.

“Recently, we were noti-
fied that, unfortunately, the 
proposed Charter amend-

ments were not adopted by 
both branches of the Leg-
islature and signed by the 
Governor prior to the end 
of the legislative session,” 
stated Maltez. “As a result, 
the legislation must now be 
resubmitted in order to pro-
ceed.”

To do so, Maltez said the 
council must take a new 
vote reaffirming the action 
it previously took, and that 
a new public hearing is not 
required prior to the reaffir-
mation vote.

“I think the direction for 
this is not just to reaffirm 
what we did, but to recon-
vene the charter review,” 
said District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor. “I think that 
there are a lot of problems 
that could really be solved.”

Taylor said that a new re-
view would be a lot of work, 
but that he would volunteer 
to be on a new charter re-
view board.

“I think it is worth anoth-
er go-around to try to tackle 
some of these problems that 
we have that couldn’t get 
done last time because of 
the really combative nature 
of where the city council 
was four years ago,” said 
Taylor. 

Councilor-at-Large Ro-
berto Jimenez-Rivera said 
he believed it would be best 
to see if the council could 
get an updated charter re-
view moved through the 
legislature.

“Councilor Taylor is not 

Superintendent 
gets five-year 
contract extension

Special to the Record

The Chelsea School 
Committee recently an-
nounced that Superinten-
dent Dr. Almudena (Almi) 
G. Abeyta received a con-
tract extension through 
January 1, 2031, marking 
the second extension of her 
tenure as the district’s edu-
cational leader.

Dr. Abeyta joined Chel-
sea Public Schools in Au-
gust 2019 and has since 
guided the district through 
unprecedented challenges 
and significant progress. 
The School Committee 
unanimously expressed 
confidence in her vision, 
leadership, and commit-
ment to Chelsea’s students, 
families, and staff and its 
meeting last week.

“Dr. Abeyta has demon-
strated unwavering dedica-
tion to our community,” said 
School Committee Chair 
Ana Hernandez. “Her lead-
ership through the pandem-
ic, her focus on academic 

growth, and her ability to 
build strong partnerships 
make her the right person to 
continue moving our district 
forward. Our school system 
is  in a great place under her 
leadership.”

Yessenia Alfaro

See ALFARO Page 2

See EXTENSION Page 2

Superintendent Dr. Almudena 
G. Abeyta and City Manager 
Fidel Maltez.

See CHARTER Page 3
See GRANTS Page 4
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News in Brief

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Regarding New Mattress/Box-Spring Collection 
and Recycling Fees

Tuesday, December 16, 2025

6:00 PM
Chelsea Public Library

569 Broadway, Auditorium

In accordance with Section 1.15, Part IV of the 
City of Chelsea administrative code

section 22-64(b) Establishment of solid waste 
collection fees.

The public is invited to attend.

Cate Fox-Lent
Commissioner of Public Works

Extension //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

POLICE 
INVESTIGATE 
PEDESTRIAN 
STRUCK BY MOTOR 
VEHICLE

On Tuesday, Dec. 2 at ap-
proximately 5 p.m., Chelsea 
police responded to a motor 
vehicle accident involving 
a pedestrian. The accident 
happened in the area of 275 
Second Stree.

The struck pedestrian 
was a 33-year-old Mal-
den man who was listed in 
critical but stable condition 
following the accident. The 
operator of the motor vehi-
cle remained on scene and 
cooperated, and was also 
sent to the hospital for eval-
uation.

Both the Chelsea and 
state police detectives re-
sponded and are actively 
working together on the 
investigation. At this time, 
there are no charges pend-
ing on the operator as it ap-
pears that the accident was 
due to heavy rain and poor 
visibility, according to po-
lice.

CITY EXPANDING 
BICYCLE SHARING 
PROGRAM

Chelsea is expanding its 
Bluebikes bike share sys-
tem by adding 36 new bi-
cycles across three new lo-
cations next spring, and has 
launched a community sur-
vey to collect resident input 
on station locations. 

The survey is available 
in English at https://arcg.
is/0zG9f0 and Spanish at 
https://arcg.is/m5KSb1.

The project, and the cost 
to operate the expanded sys-
tem, will be fully funded by 
a $146,775 Shared Streets 
& Spaces grant from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) and $132,561 grant 
from the Boston Region 

Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization (Boston Region 
MPO), according to city of-
ficials

“We’re grateful to Mass-
DOT and Boston Region 
MPO for their support for 
this project, which will pro-
vide greater access to public 
transportation in Chelsea 
and make it easier for res-
idents and visitors to com-
plete the ‘last mile’ of their 
trips without a car,” said 
Sara Han, Project Manager 
for Chelsea’s Department 
of Housing & Community 
Development. “The project 
will also reduce traffic con-
gestion and toxic emissions 
on our streets.”

Residents and visitors 
can use the Bluebikes app 
or a station kiosk to find 
and rent a bicycle to travel 
around Chelsea and other 
participating municipalities. 
With Bluebikes, users can 
unlock a bike at one station 
and return to any other sta-
tion in the system. The cost 
to use a bike varies. 

Chelsea first introduced 
Bluebikes in 2019 with the 
installation of six stations 
located at key transit hubs 
and neighborhoods across 
the city. The three new sta-
tions are scheduled to be in-
stalled next spring, pending 
the input from the resident 
surveys.

Last year, the city council 
approved a motion allowing 
the city to enter into a con-
tract of up to nine years for a 
bikeshare service in the city. 
Several councilors at that 
time said they supported a 
program that could poten-
tially take more cars off the 
streets in Chelsea.

Residents can get help 
filling out the survey by call-
ing Chelsea 311 at 617-462-
4209 during City Hall busi-
ness hours. To learn more or 
request a paper copy resi-
dents can contact Sara Han 
available at shan@chelsea-
ma.gov or 617-466-4183.

Dozens of older adults 
from 2Life Communities 
visited the State House 
and gifted their handmade 
artwork to legislators, in-
cluding Senator Sal DiDo-
menico. DiDomenico said, 
“It was an honor to receive 
such a beautiful work of art 
from one of these talented 
artists.” Residents created 
their pieces using an acryl-
ic painting technique called 
tree ring pour painting, cho-
sen because tree rings rep-
resent history, strength, and 
wisdom.

Over the past several 
months, with support from 
funding provided by Mass-
Housing, over 70 residents 
from across 2Life Commu-
nities’ 7 campuses have en-
gaged in an interactive arts 
& advocacy project cen-
tered around leveraging art 
to reflect unique identities, 
stories, and perspectives.

OLDER ADULT RESIDENTS GIVE DIDOMENICO HANDMADE ART

Senator Sal DiDomenico with seniors who came to the State House.

Senator Sal DiDomenico holding the artwork given to him by 
the artist standing to his left.

Senator DiDomenico speaking with one of the attendees in 
the Senate Gallery.

Highlights from the 
New Contract

Key elements of Super-
intendent Abeyta’s 2026–
2031 contract include:

Term of Employment: 
January 1, 2026 – January 
1, 2031.

Annual Salary: $260,000 
with annual cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments aligned to 
non-bargaining employees. 

Professional Expecta-
tions:

o Authority to oversee
curriculum, staffing deci-
sions, budget administra-
tion, and district operations.

o Representation of the
district at local civic events 
and state and national edu-
cational conferences. 

The extension affirms 
the School Committee’s 
continued support for Dr. 
Abeyta’s strategic direction, 
including her emphasis on 
academic excellence, fam-
ily engagement, educator 
support, and whole-child 
initiatives.

“I am deeply honored to 
continue serving the Chel-
sea community,” said Dr. 

Abeyta. “Our students are 
talented, resilient, and full 
of potential. I look forward 
to building on the progress 
we’ve made together and 
continuing the work of en-
suring we know every stu-
dent by name, strength and 
story.”

The new contract was 
officially approved by vote 
of the Chelsea School Com-
mittee on Dec. 4.

During the meeting, state 
Senator Sal DiDomenico 
praised Abeyta for her lead-
ership. 

“I am so happy that I was 
here tonight for the five-
year contract extension,” 
said DiDomenico. “I was 
hoping it would be a 10-year 
extension of our superinten-
dent, I call her and I’m not 
afraid to say it, and I have 
a lot of superintendents; she 
is the best superintendent of 
schools in the entire state of 
Massachusetts, bar none. 
Chelsea is very lucky to 
have her leading the school 
system.”

Abeyta has dedicated 29 
years to advancing teach-

ing and learning in urban 
education. A proud product 
of public schools, she was 
raised in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.

Before becoming Super-
intendent of Chelsea Public 
Schools in January 2020, 
Dr. Abeyta served as As-
sistant Superintendent for 
Teaching and Learning in 
several districts, including 
Somerville Public Schools 
(2017–2019), Santa Fe Pub-
lic Schools (2012–2017), 
and Boston Public Schools 
(2009–2012). Her leader-
ship and commitment to 
equity in education have 
been recognized nationally; 
in 2015, she received the 
inaugural Latina Admin-
istrator of the Year Award 
from the Association of 
Latino Administrators and 
Superintendents (ALAS), 
and in 2021, she was hon-
ored with the first-ever La 
Lucha Award by Latinos for 
Education. In 2025 she was 
recognized as a Massachu-
setts Commonwealth Hero-
ine and an ALX100 honor-
ee, an annual list compiled 

by Amplify LatinX (ALX), 
a Massachusetts-based or-
ganization, that recognizes 
and celebrates 100 influ-
ential Latino and Latina 
leaders across various sec-
tors in the state. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she 
was also a frequent guest on 
WBUR’s In This Together 
radio series, offering in-
sights and guidance to the 
public.

Dr. Abeyta began her ad-
ministrative career as prin-
cipal of the Donald McKay 
K-8 School in Boston from
2004 to 2008. Prior to that,
she began her career in ed-
ucation as a kindergarten
teacher.

She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Communication 
and Journalism from the 
University of New Mexi-
co, and later completed two 
master’s degrees as well as 
a doctorate from the Har-
vard Graduate School of 
Education in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

lieving in me and for your 
years on the school commit-
tee,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyto. 
“You have been so support-
ive and I’m really going 
to miss having you on the 
school committee. You’re 
such an encourager to me, 
and you’ve always been 
supportive, you’ve asked 
good questions, and when I 
was hired you made me feel 
right at home.”

School committee Chair 
Ana Hernandez said Alfaro 
is one of the most positive 
people she has ever met.

“You always have such a 
positive look at everything, 
and such a helpful way of 
wanting to extend yourself 
to everyone – families, kids, 
the city – and it has been 
thoroughly a pleasure to be 

with you on school commit-
tee and share this experience 
with you,” said Hernandez. 
“I hope that whatever you 
plan on doing next will be 
just as exciting as school 
committee was.”

Alfaro said the reason she 
initially ran for the school 
committee was to help enact 
social change and to make 
policy changes as a mother 
and a grandmother.

“I’m going to continue to 
advocate for that, and you 
will always have me at any 
given time you will see me 
popping up at a meeting,” 
she said. “I’m truly going 
to miss all of you, each one 
of you have a special place 
in my heart, and I hope that 
I can continue to be there 
when you need me.”

Alfaro //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

senting CPD with other City 
departments

Her work strengthened 
the department’s readiness, 
supported major upgrades, 
expanded   grant capacity, 
and kept the police depart-
ment aligned with best prac-
tices in public safety admin-
istration.

Beyond her role, Ledia 

was a valued colleague, a 
great listener, and someone 
who always found time for 
a quick chat with her co-
workers. Whether helping 
with a budget question or 
checking in on someone’s 
day, she made the Chelsea 
Police Department feel like 
a close team. Her presence 
will be missed far beyond 

the business office.
We are proud to share 

that Ledia has been promot-
ed within the City and will 
continue her public-service 
journey as the city’s Chief 
Procurement Officer. This is 
a well-earned achievement, 
and we know she’ll bring 
the same dedication, integ-
rity, and passion to her new 

role, said Police Chief Keith 
Houghton.

During her send-off, 
Houghton presented Ledia 
with a plaque for her new 
office as a token of appre-
ciation from the men and 
women of the Chelsea Po-
lice Department.

Koco //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and 

birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded 

to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage 
readers to e-mail news releases and photos to 

stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
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Special to the Record 

This notice serves as a 
reminder of the upcoming 
Green Line closure previ-
ously announced on No-
vember 18.

During this service 
change, the MBTA will 
replace the 130-year-old 
wooden overhead catena-
ry wire “trough,” continue 
Green Line Train Protection 
System installations, and 
more.

BOSTON – The MBTA 
is today reminding riders 
that Green Line service 
will be suspended be-
tween North Station and 
Babcock Street on the B 
Branch, Kenmore on the C 
and D Branches, and Heath 
Street on the E Branch for 
15 consecutive days, De-
cember 8 – 22. Regular 
Green Line service will op-
erate between North Station 
and Union Square as well as 
Medford/Tufts during this 
service change. 

The MBTA will per-
form work to replace the 
130-year-old wooden over-
head catenary wire “trough” 
in the Green Line tunnel, 
which is original to the tun-
nel’s construction in the late 
1890s. The trough houses 
the Green Line’s overhead 
wires and will be replaced 
with a modern, more dura-
ble, metal trough. With un-
encumbered access to the 
underground Green Line 
track areas, MBTA crews 
will also perform contin-
ued work to install Green 
Line Train Protection Sys-
tem (GLTPS) infrastructure. 
When complete, GLTPS 
will combine vehicle and 
wayside equipment to avoid 
train-on-train collisions, 
incorporate speed enforce-
ment, and more. A number 
of other projects will also 
perform work, including 
signal modernizations, 
tunnel inspections, station 
brightening, and more.

The wooden overhead 

catenary trough – seen here 
at Park Street – dates back 
to the late 1890s and will 
be replaced with a modern, 
more durable, metal trough. 

Riders can find complete 
information at mbta.com/
GreenLine. More informa-
tion on these service chang-
es and alternate travel op-
tions is below: 

• Riders using shuttles 
bus service should budget 
ample extra travel time. For 
example, a rider travelling 
to Park Street from Boston 
College should budget at 
least an additional 20 min-
utes of travel in additional 
to their regular commute. 

• B Branch: Free and ac-
cessible shuttle buses will 
operate between Babcock 
Street and Back Bay.     

• Riders can connect to 
the Orange Line at Back 
Bay for continued service 
through downtown toward 
North Station.    

• There will be free fares 
at Kenmore with the fare 
gates open. Fares will also 
be free at all surface-level 
stops west of Kenmore. 

• Route 57 bus service 
will be fare-free during this 
service change.   

• C and D Branches: Free 
and accessible shuttle buses 
will operate between Ken-
more and Back Bay.     

• Riders can connect to 
the Orange Line at Back 
Bay for continued service 
through downtown toward 
North Station.     

• There will be free fares 
at Kenmore and Riverside 
with the fare gates open. 
Fares will also be free at all 
surface-level stops west of 
Kenmore.   

• E Branch: Route 39 
will replace Green Line E 
Branch service between 
Heath Street and Back Bay. 
Extra buses will be added to 
the 39 to accommodate ad-
ditional capacity. The route 
will be fare-free during this 
service change.   

• Accessible van service 
will be available for Green 
Line stops between Copley/
Back Bay and North Sta-
tion.  

• The Worcester Com-
muter Rail Line will be fare-
free between South Station, 
Back Bay, and Lansdowne 
during this Green Line ser-
vice change. Riders should 
note that regular fares 
should be purchased beyond 
Lansdowne and regular 
fares should be purchased 
if traveling on a Commut-
er Rail line other than the 
Worcester Line.   

More information is also 
available through in-sta-
tion signage and public an-
nouncements. Transit Am-
bassadors and MBTA staff 
will be available on-site to 
offer information and assis-
tance during these service 
changes. Riders are encour-
aged to subscribe to T-Alerts 
or to follow the MBTA on X 
@MBTA for up-to-date ser-
vice information. 

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com/
GreenLine or connect with 
the T on X @MBTA, Face-
book /TheMBTA, Insta-
gram @theMBTA, Threads 
@thembta, or TikTok @
thembta. 

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
presented state Senator Sal 
DiDomenico with a Cham-
pion in Education Award at 
last week’s meeting.

“This is Sal’s 15th year 
as our state senator, and Sal 
has advocated for education 
in the state of Massachu-
setts; I know you were be-
hind the Student Opportuni-
ty Act funding and you are 
constantly and continually 
advocating for education in 
Chelsea,” said Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Almi 
Abeyta. “Every year he puts 
earmarks in the budget for 
performing arts, every year 
he is always thinking about 
us and how (he) can help 
and advocate for the Chel-
sea Public Schools.”

The Champion in Edu-
cation Award honors Di-
Domenico for elevating the 
importance of learning at 
every stage through vision-
ary advocacy and promot-
ing innovative pathways 
that open doors for all stu-
dents.

“It has always been a 
pleasure working with you 
(and) advocating for educa-
tion,” said school commit-
tee member Yessenia Alfa-

ro. “I know that you are the 
number one believer in our 
Chelsea schools, especially 
with the non-accompanied 
students that were coming; 
the immigrant rights that no 
one wanted to touch at the 
State House, you were the 
champion always protecting 
us and you are still protect-
ing us.”

School committee mem-
ber Mayra Balderas praised 
DiDomenico for his leader-
ship, his caring for the com-
munity, and his transparen-
cy.

“My favorite thing about 
Sal is that he’s not some-
one that you have to turn to 
to convince him why you 
have to support your cause, 
he’s already there with you 
because he shares our val-
ues; he understands the is-
sues Chelsea faces and the 
solutions we need to tackle 
them,” said school commit-
tee member Dr. Sarah Nev-
ille. “We don’t have to tell 
him what to do, he’s already 
on it, he’s always in our 
corner, and he’s always our 
champion.”

School Committee Chair 
Ana Hernandez said she 
was honored to have been 
able to work with the sena-

tor over the past decade.
“You gave me back faith 

in politics … you are so 
down to earth, so human, 
you are an amazing dad, 
you are an amazing sena-
tor, and an amazing person, 
and I thank you so much for 
holding Chelsea in such a 
special place in your heart 
and working so hard along 
with us,” she said.

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez praised DiDomenico for 
being a uniter and a strong 
advocate for Chelsea.

DiDomenico praised 
the school committee and 
Abeyta for their efforts in 
working for the community, 
and he praised his staff for 
their role in his 15 years as a 
state senator.

“I didn’t know what to ex-

pect when I found out I was 
being recognized tonight, 
but this was more than I 
could have expected,” said 
DiDomenico. “Your words 
really touched me, because 
Chelsea … I say it and I try 
to show it to the people of 
Chelsea how much I care 
about this community.”

DiDomenico noted that 
his mother grew up in Chel-

sea and his parents got mar-
ried at St. Rose Church.

“I tell the students wher-
ever you go when you leave 
Chelsea, never say you are 
from Greater Boston, never 
say you are from Massachu-
setts, always say you are 
from Chelsea,” he said. “Be 
very proud of where you 
came from, because Chel-
sea is very proud of you.”
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Schools honor DiDomenico

Chelsea Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta (second from left, front row) and City Manager Fidel Maltez (far right) and members of 
the Chelsea School Committee are pictured with State Sen. Sal DiDomenico, who was honored as “A Champion For Education,” at 
the Dec. 4 School Committee meeting at Chelsea City Hall.

Green Line will be suspended 
between North Station and 
Babcock Street  Dec. 8 – 22

the only one who has ex-
pressed wanting to look at 
the charter again, I think 
many of us want this to 
happen,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “I agree, and I think 
it is worth the conversation 

of whether we just want to 
move it forward or actually 
stop and review the whole 
thing and do it again.”

District 8 Councilor 
Calvin T. Brown said he 
had legal questions about 

whether the city could re-
view the charter prior to the 
10-year time frame, but said 
he wouldn’t be against it if 
there was a legal opinion 
permitting it.

Charter //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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space, or historical preser-
vation.

The city council can af-
firm, reject, or lower the 
grant amounts recommend-
ed by the CPC.

The projects recommend-
ed by the CPC this fall in-
clude:

Stitching Against the 
Heat for $50,000 from the 
Housing and Community 
Development department. 
The grant would be used to 
provide cooling features in 
high-use public spaces, and 
would be a collaborative 
project between community 
development and the senior 
center

Creekside Commons 
Park Rehab and Rehabilita-
tion for $200,000 from the 
public works department. 
The grant would be used 
to support improvements 
to Creekside Commons 
park, including restoration 
of shade structures and re-
design of the spray pad and 
splash features.

Fitzpatrick Prattville Pre-
development for $200,000 
from the Chelsea Housing 
Authority. The grant would 
help with the predevelop-
ment for the replacement of 
housing development units.

TND Top Off Rental As-
sistance for $50,000 from 
The Neighborhood Devel-
opers. The grant would be 
used to administer flexible 
top-off rental assistance.

District 6 Councilor 
Giovanni Recupero didn’t 
mince words when it came 
to his concerns about the 
CPC recommendations.

“I think this is all a bunch 
of crap,” he said. “For years, 
I pay CPA, and every time, 

it is the same organizations 
that get the same money. 
Why don’t they give some 
of this money to the peo-
ple, like fixing their homes 
so they can afford it? But I 
don’t see that, but by state 
law, they can’t do that.”

Recupero said the aver-
age individual doesn’t bene-
fit from the funds, while the 
same organizations benefit 
every year from knowing 
how to use the system.

“The bottom line is this, 
every time you see these 
grants come up, you come 
and you look who gets 
them, and then you tell me 
if it’s fair,” he said. “The 
system is not set up for the 
average person.”

District 1 Councilor Todd 
Taylor said Recupero hit 
near the mark on some of 
his concerns about the CPA.

“For the record, I was 
originally against the Com-
munity Preservation for this 
reason, that this is an extra 
tax,” said Taylor. “Now that 
we have established that 
tax, which the state was 
originally supposed to kick 
in money, which it basically 
has not, .. we are now stuck 
with an extra tax. The mon-
ey has to be spent, so then 
we have to look around for 
who is going to come up 
with a project where that 
money has to be spent.”

Taylor said the intent of 
the CPA was good, but that 
the city could have done the 
majority of the projects on 
its own without imposing 
an additional tax.

“They are siphoning 
off that tax into the usual 
suspects of community or-
ganizations,” said Taylor. 

“I think that we do need 
to take a look at whether 
Chelsea wants to continue 
to support the Community 
Preservation Act; I think it 
is a bad deal for Chelsea. 
But I would say this, as long 
as we are going to have the 
Community Preservation 
Act, we need to put more 
funds into historical preser-
vation.”

District 8 Councilor Cal-
vin T. Brown noted that the 
proposed grant projects are 
all ones that will benefit the 
city and its residents.

“It was a vote taken by 
the public and it is some-
thing we should support,” 
Brown said of the CPA.

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez said the state is provid-
ing matching funds for the 
CPA, but that it is currently 
at 18 percent as opposed to 
the 40 percent when the act 

was first enacted.
Maltez noted that there 

are two funding rounds per 
year for CPA funds, one in 
the spring and one in the 
fall.

“The fundings are open 
to anyone, of course, there 
is an application that is 
complicated and you have 
to do a lot of contract docu-
ments,”  said Maltez. “So it 
lends itself to be more prone 
for organized entities to get 
it, but it is no different than 
doing any business with the 
city. It requires a legal enti-
ty and the ability to accept 
funds.”

Maltez said the practice 
in the past has been to send 
the CPC recommendations 
to ways and means, and in 
ways and means, the council 
has the opportunity to learn 
more about each project.
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Grants //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE MAHA MOMS ARE

RIGHT ABOUT TOXIC WASTE

As our regular readers know, we have been highly-criti-
cal of the so-called Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) 
movement led by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the least qualified 
and least knowledgeable person ever to lead the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS), whose poli-
cies regarding vaccines and scientific research threaten the 
health of millions of Americans.

However, last week some prominent MAHA activists 
sent a petition to President Donald Trump urging him to fire 
Lee Zeldin, the administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, over a series of recent decisions by Zeldin that 
will pave the way for the use of proven harmful chemicals 
that ultimately will contaminate our air, our water, and our 
food.

“Rather than supporting your initiative to ‘Make Amer-
ica Healthy Again’, which millions of Republicans and 
independents alike embraced, Administrator Zeldin has 
prioritized the interests of chemical corporations over the 
well-being of American families and children,” the petition 
reads.

Also supporting the petition is the group Moms Clean 
Air Force (MCAF), which seeks to protect children from 
the effects of air pollution and climate change.

“With every proposed deregulation, he (Zeldin) is allow-
ing families and children to be exposed to more soot, more 
mercury, more methane, more toxic chemicals, more tail-
pipe pollution, and more climate pollution,” said MCAF 
founder and director Dominique Browning. “Lee Zeldin 
must go.”

And what have we heard from RFK Jr., the man who 
says he wants to make America healthy again and who him-
self was an environmental lawyer, had to say about Zeldin’s 
kow-towing to the chemical industry?

Crickets -- and that says all we need to know about 
RFK’s supposed commitment to Americans’ health.

HAPPY HANUKKAH

The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known as 
the Festival of Lights, starts this Sunday evening, Decem-
ber 14, and will culminate on Monday, December 22.

Hanukkah is observed for eight nights and days by light-
ing the candles of the Menorah, one on each day of the 
eight-day celebration. (The Menorah itself consists of nine 
candles, one of which typically stands above the rest and is 
used to light the other eight.)

Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees 
in 166 BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish peo-
ple from the Greek-based rulers who essentially had out-
lawed the Jewish religion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city of 
Jerusalem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, tossing 
out the images of the Greek gods that had been installed 
there by the occupying rulers. When the Maccabees went 
to light the Menorah candles in the Temple, they thought 
they only had one day’s worth of oil. However, the candles 
remained lit for eight days -- hence the miracle of the Fes-
tival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, 
marked by gatherings of friends and families and the play-
ing of traditional games such as the dreidel and eating tra-
ditional -- and delicious! -- foods such as latkes. 

We wish to take this opportunity to wish our friends and 
readers of the Jewish community a happy, healthy, and joy-
ful Hanukkah season.

City officials, school leaders, and school parents are pictured with the members of the Chelsea Unified basketball team who were 
honored at the Dec. 4 School Committee after completing a very successful inaugural season of play.

The members of the Chelsea Unified basketball team were honored in recognition of their first season of competition. Also pic-
tured are CPS Chief Academic Officer Adam DeLeidi, Director of Athletics Amanda Alpert, and Assistant Coach Greg Sullivan.

CHELSEA UNIFIED BASKETBALL TEAM HONORED
CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
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Special to the Record

The MBTA and Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) 
celebrated the 25th Annual 
Fill-A-Bus with Gifts pro-
gram. Employees from both 
state transportation agencies 
donated a total of 2,746 toys 
this year, which will be do-
nated to the Massachusetts 
Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children, the 
Boys and Girls Club of Bos-
ton, and Heading Home. 

“Fill-A-Bus is entire-
ly employee-led and rep-
resents the spirit of what we 
stand for as public servants, 
making people’s lives bet-
ter,”  said Interim Secretary 
and MBTA General Man-
ager Phillip Eng. “I want to 
thank the MBTA employees 
who organized this program, 
which is in its 25th year, as 
well as my colleagues at 
the T and MassDOT who 
showed generosity by do-
nating gifts that filled our 
bus. I’m also grateful to our 
partners at the Massachu-
setts Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Children, 
the Boys and Girls Club of 
Boston, and Heading Home 
for distributing these gifts to 
families every year.”  

“The MBTA’s Fill-A-Bus 
with Gifts event is a special 
chance for employees to give 
back to the communities we 
work with year-round. Each 
holiday season, the Fill-A-
Bus visits MBTA garages, 
RMV locations, MassDOT 
offices, and other sites to en-

gage as many people as pos-
sible,” said MBTA Graphics 
Manager David Wood, who 
has organized the Fill-A-Bus 
with Gifts event for the past 
eight years. “Each year, I’m 
proud to see so many of my 
transportation colleagues get 
involved. The generosity 
shown by my peers brings a 
lot of joy to countless fami-
lies during the holidays.” 

This year, MBTA and 
MassDOT employees do-
nated a record-breaking 
2,746  gifts (up from 2,651 
in 2024) to their Fill-A-Bus 
partners at the Massachu-
setts Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Children 
(MSPCC), the Boys and 
Girls Club of Boston, and 
Heading Home. 

“Last year, MSPCC pro-
vided gifts to almost 1,000 
children,” said MSPCC Di-
rector of Development Mel-
anie S. Lima. “The presents 
donated through the MBTA 
and MassDOT Fill-A-Bus 
program are far more than 
toys—they offer moments 
of joy, and help children 
feel valued and included. 
Because most MSPCC fam-
ilies live in poverty, parents 
often tell us they want to 
create a happy holiday for 
their children, but financial 
strain makes that difficult 
and stressful. The generosity 
of the Fill-A-Bus programs 
helps MSPCC ease some of 
that burden and ensure that 
hundreds of children experi-
ence a brighter, more joyful 

holiday season.” 
“The Yawkey Club of 

Roxbury is proud to part-
ner with the MBTA once 
again for the Fill-A-Bus toy 
drive,” said Corey Manning, 
Executive Director, Yawkey 
Boys & Girls Club of Rox-
bury. “As we celebrate our 
115th anniversary, this effort 
reflects exactly who we are 
at our core, a community 
that shows up for young peo-
ple and families. The MB-
TA’s support helps us bring 
joy to hundreds of children, 
ages 6 to 12, during the hol-
idays, and we are grateful 
to stand together in service 
of our neighborhoods as we 
continue saving the world 
one smile at a time.” 

“Partnering with the 
MBTA and MassDOT via 
the Fill-a-Bus initiative, has 
helped us bring a little joy, 
laughter, and fun to many 
of our families. What seems 
like a simple toy, means so 
much more to our fami-
lies—it represents a moment 
of normalcy, happiness, and 
hope,” said Heading Home 
Chief Development Officer 
Karen Grant. “Nothing beats 
seeing the smiles on the fac-
es of the kids, adults, and 
volunteers when the toys are 
dropped off at our shelters. 
Thank you to the MBTA 
and MassDOT and everyone 
who makes this possible.” 

For more information, 
connect with the T on X @

MBTA, Facebook /TheMB-
TA, Instagram @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or Tik-
Tok @thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America's 
first subway tunnel in 1897, 
pioneering public transpor-
tation in the United States. 
Today, the MBTA is one 
of the largest public transit 
systems in the country, op-
erating an extensive network 
of subway, bus, Commuter 
Rail, ferry, and paratransit 
services across 176 cities 
and towns. The MBTA is 
undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivat-
ing a culture of safety and 
excellence, modernizing in-
frastructure, and improving 
reliability and accessibility. 
Current priorities include 
accelerating critical infra-
structure repairs, expanding 

accessibility, and reducing 
emissions. The MBTA is 
committed to providing de-
pendable, frequent, and ac-
cessible service that riders 
can rely on while supporting 
the region's economic vital-
ity. Through initiatives like 
the unprecedented Track 
Improvement Program, Bus 
Network Redesign, and Rail 
Vision, the MBTA aims to 
connect communities and 
improve riders’ daily expe-
riences and trips. For ques-
tions or assistance, riders 
are encouraged to contact 
the MBTA Customer Center 
at 617-222-3200. Members 
of the press are encouraged 
to contact  mediarelations@
mbta.com.  For the latest 
updates on MBTA services, 
projects, and initiatives, vis-
it  MBTA.com  or follow @
MBTA on social media.

MBTA celebrates 25th annual Fill-A-Bus with Gifts program 

COURTESY PHOTOS

MBTA Graphics Manager David Wood (front left), who has organized the Fill-A-Bus with Gifts event for the eighth year, kneels with MBTA Bus Operator Dionna 
Johnson (front right), who drove the holiday bus route for the first time this year. They stand with representatives from Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, the Boys and Girls Club of Boston, and Heading Home.  

Donated toys cover the inside of the MBTA Fill-A-Bus.

Employee volunteers help to load the bus full of the donated 
toys.

By Cary Shuman

Author and illustra-
tor Huda Fahmy visited 
students at Chelsea High 
School Dec. 5 to talk about 
her comedic, multi-book se-
ries.

Fahmy spoke at the An-
drew P. Quigley Memo-
rial Library, continuing a 
successful author-visita-
tion program organized by 
CHS Librarian Trent Bor-
dok, with the assistance of 
Wondermore who made the 
visit possible free of charge 
through a grant from the 
Cummings Foundation.  It 
is the third visit that Won-
dermore has made to the 
Chelsea school district to-
date during academic year.

Bordok delivered the 
introductory remarks, ex-
pressing his gratitude to 
school administrators and 
Wondermore, and to CHS 
teachers for preparing the 
students for the visit.

“We’ve spent the last 
couple of weeks learning 
about our author and we’re 
excited to finally meet her,” 
said Bordok. 

Fahmy told the students 
that she knew she wanted to 
be a writer early in her life.

“If you had asked me 
years ago what I wanted to 
be at five years old, I knew 
immediately that I wanted 
to be a writer,” said Fah-
my. “I had told one joke 

and made somebody laugh, 
I got addicted to it. I real-
ly always wanted to make 
people laugh, and I always 
wanted to do it by telling 
them stories and things that 
happened to me that day.”

A child of immigrants 
and a first-generation 
American, Fahmy said she 
learned how to speak En-
glish by reading the comics 
in the newspaper.

“I taught myself how 
to speak English by read-
ing comics,” said Fahmy, 
whose parents conversed 
with her only in Arabic.

Fahmy said she attended 
the University of Michigan 
where she majored in En-
glish. She received a full 
scholarship to law school 
but left after one year.

Fahmy became an En-
glish teacher (“I loved be-
ing a teacher,” she said) for 
eight years before leaving 
the field of education in 
2016 to raise her child.

During that time, she de-
cided to pursue a goal of 
being an author, but she was 
met with several rejections 
from book agents.

Fahmy complemented 
her elite writing skills by 
becoming a skilled illustra-
tor, investing in software.

Ultimately through her 
determination and persever-
ance, Fahmy became a pub-
lished author and a finalist 
for the 2023 National Book 

Author Huda Fahmy inspires 
students during visit to CHS

Award for Young People’s 
Literature.

What was quite impres-
sive to observers at the book 
talk at Chelsea High School 
was the respect, courtesy, 
and model comportment 
the students extended to the 
esteemed author through-
out the talk. In the case 
of Fahmy’s visit, the au-
thor-visitation program was 
productive in creating an 
outside-the-classroom ex-
perience through which stu-
dents were inspired while 
learning about the dedica-
tion that goes into writing 
a book and then having the 
book published.

Bordok said that Fahmy 
“captivated students’ atten-
tion with her funny sense of 
humor and inspiring success 
story.”

“What stood out was 
when she told students 
that they can do what they 
love if they’re willing to 
work for it,” said Bordok. 
“An important tip she gave 
students was to keep writ-
ing and drawing until they 
finish a piece of work in-
stead of striving for perfec-
tion.   Ms. Fahmy suggested 
having friends critique their 
finished work to provide 
feedback and help improve 
their writing and illustrat-
ing.  After the visit, students 
mentioned they enjoyed 
getting their books signed, 
as it offered an opportunity 
to speak with Ms. Fahmy 
personally. Many thanks to 
the nonprofit organization 
Wondermore for providing 
the visit.”

Esteemed author Huda Fahmy autographs a book for CHS 
ninth grader Miguel. Pictured at the author visitation event are Morris H. Seigal 

Clark Avenue Middle School Librarian Lauren Redding, CHS 
teachers Anna Aghili-Nasab and Ashley Moray, and CHS Li-
brarian Trent Bordok.

Judi Seldin of the Wondermore non-profit organization, 
special guest author and illustrator Huda Fahmy, and Chelsea 
High School Librarian Trent Bordok.
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The Chelsea High School 
Drama Club produced Neil 
Simon’s play Rumors. It is a 
dark comedy with sophisti-
cated dialog and much adult 
anxiety. 

The story takes place 
at the home of New York 
City’s Deputy Mayor and 
his wife for their 10th Wed-
ding Anniversary. As the 

guests arrive they discover 
that the house is empty ex-
cept for the host who shot 
himself in a failed suicide 
attempt. The fear of scandal 
keeps these four couples in 
a state of panic as they try 
to formulate a plan to help 
their friend while keeping 
the facts from becoming 
embarrassing news. 

Lenny Ganz, played by Joslany Peters, pretending to be 
Charley Block, gives the police officers a wild and unhinged 
explanation of the evening’s events. The police officers are 
surprisingly convinced. 

 Cassie Cooper, played by Jaylannie Hunter, is angry at her 
husband Glenn. 

Cookie Cusack, played by Adriann Best and Lenny Ganz, 
played by Joslany Peters, peer out of the window in fear of 
their secret being discovered. 

Ken Gorman, played by Aimee Hernandez, and Chris Gorman l, 
played by Karla Anzora fought back against being blamed for 
what the situation the characters have fallen into. 

Lenny Ganz, played by JoslanyPeters, and Glenn Cooper, 
played by Yuki Sanches, attempt to restrain Claire Ganz, 
played by Ronnie Padilla. 

assie Cooper, played by Jaylannie Hunte, decides to anger her 
husband by becoming flirtatious with Ken.

Lenny Ganz, played by JoslanyPeters, reacts when the charac-
ter is grabbed by Cassie Cooper played by Jaylannie Hunter. 

Cookie Cusack, played by Adriann Best, and her character’s 
husband Ernie Cusack, played by Sheyly Fajardo, what help-
lessly as the police interrogate the party guests. 

 Claire Ganz, played by Ronnie Padilla, watches as her friend Cookie Cusack, played by Adriann 
Best, so her best to deal with back spasms. 

The party guests get an intercom call from their unseen host Charley Block in his bedroom to 
let them know that he’s alright. 

The cast of Chelsea High School’s production of Neil Simon’s play Rumors. 

DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

THE CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB PRESENTS NEIL SIMON’S PLAY RUMORS
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THE CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB PRESENTS NEIL SIMON’S PLAY RUMORS

Glenn Cooper, played by Yuki Sanches, is confronted by his 
wife Cassie, played by Jaylannie Hunter. 

Chris Gorman, played by Karla Anzora, tries to explain the 
evening’s chaos to Officer Ben Welch, played by Girlie Bajinka

Chelsea Public Schools Chief Academic Officer Adam Deleidi 
with Superintendent Dr Almi Abeyta

Glenn Cooper, played by Yuki Sanches, struggled with his wife 
Cassie, played by Jaylannie Hunter. 

Chelsea Public Schools Director of Fine Arts Pete Pappavaselio 
with Kelly School Principal Lisa Lineweaver and her husband 
Brian Hatlebert.

 Police officers Pudney, played by Arwa Ait-Chaib, and Ben 
Welch, played by Girlie Bajinka listen to Glenn Cooper, played 
by Yuki Sanches, try to explain the goings on in the house. 

The story takes place in the living room of the house of New 
York Deputy Mayor Charley Brock and his wife Myra, both 
unseen through the story. 

In an act of desperation, Lenny Ganz, played by Joslany 
Peters, pretends to be Charley Block, who is incapacitated in 
the bedroom. 

 Joslany Peters plays Lenny Ganz who with his wife Claire 
played by Ronnie Padilla is trying to navigate the chaos 
they’ve found themselves in. 

Glenn Cooper, played by Yuki Sanches, is confronted by his 
wife Cassie, played by Jaylannie Hunter. 

Cassie Cooper, played by Jaylannie Hunter, reflects on her 
character’s life. 

Chris Gorman, played by Karla Anzora, feels the need to visit 
the bar with the pressure her character is undergoing. 
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 Edward Joseph (Eddie) 
Engebretson, 77, of 

Goffstown, NH 
passed away on 
November 27, 
2025. 

Born on November 5, 
1948 in Boston, he was the 
son of the late Russell and 
Sophie (Kanarkiewicz) En-
gebretson of Peabody. He 
was known for his sense of 
humor and great generosity 
to his friends and family. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Kathleen; his daughters, 
Corrie and her husband, 
Tyson of Melbourne, FL 
and Rachel of Durham, 
NC and his siblings, Rus-
sell and his wife, Jeannie 
Engebretson of West Palm 
Beach, FL, and Anna Hip-
ple of Harrisburg, PA; his 
two step children: Patick 
Rivard and his wife, Jenny 
of Chester, NH and Steph-
anie Rivard of Hamden. 
CT, Edward was a devot-
ed and proud grandfather 
to: Brendan, Ray, Addison, 
Audriana, Dominick, Ara-
belle, Ellie, Leo, Enzo, and 
Devon who were among the 
greatest joys of his life. He 
was predeceased by his sis-
ters: Jeanette Engebretson 
of Raynham, Laura Enge-
bretson of Chelsea and Vir-
ginia Ahearn of Hampton, 
NH and his brothers in law: 
James Ahearn of Hampton, 
NH and Robert Hipple of 
Harrisburg, PA. He is pre-
deceased by his sisters: 
Jeanette Engebretson of 
Raynham, MA; Laura En-
gebretson of Chelsea and 

Virginia Ahearn of Hamp-
ton, NH and his brother 
in law, James Ahearn of 
Hampton.

Edward served in the US 
Army during the Vietnam 
War and received several 
awards during his service.

Calling hours were held 
on Friday, December 5th 
followed by a funeral at the 
French and Rising Funer-
al Home, 17 South Mast 
Street, Goffstown NH 
03045.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to Liberty House or 
Stop Soldier Suicide are 
preferred. A formal burial 
will be held in the spring. 
Edward’s legacy lives on in 
the love he shared, the sto-
ries he told, and the lasting 
impact he had on those for-
tunate enough to know him. 
He will be deeply missed 
and forever remembered by 
his family and friends. For 
more information or to sign 
an online guestbook please 
visit www.frenchandrising.
com.
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
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obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Sandra Lee Bridges
A dedicated Chelsea teacher and 

respected mentor to many fellow educators 
for over 30 years

Edward Joseph (Eddie) 
Engebretson

He will be deeply missed and forever 
remembered by his family and friends

Sandra Lee (Neal) Bridg-
es passed away unexpected-
ly but peacefully on Sunday, 
November 30th.

She is survived by her 
beloved husband, Paul M. 
Bridges; her two sons, Paul 
and Jason; her daughter-in-
law, Yvonne; and her four 
cherished granddaughters: 
Halina, Gwen, Ashlyn and 
Charli, whom she often re-
ferred to as her “beautiful 
and precious girls.”

A lifelong New En-
glander, Sandy was raised 
in Everett. The daughter 
of Charles Neal, an Ever-
ett firefighter, Alyce Neal, 
a local nurse, and sister of 
Dr. Charles (Dougie) Neal. 
She graduated from Everett 
High School in 1964 and 
earned her teaching degree 
from Boston College in 
1968.

For over 30 years, Sandy 
dedicated her career to the 
Chelsea Public School sys-
tem, the community where 
she also raised her family. 
Known for her supportive 
nature, she was a dedicat-
ed teacher and a respected 
mentor to many fellow ed-
ucators throughout her ser-
vice.

During the 1980’s and 
90’s, while her sons at-
tended Our Lady of Grace 
school and church, Sandy 
was a prominent fixture in 
the parish community, often 
volunteering her time for 
church events and fundrais-
ers.

Following her retire-
ment from teaching, San-
dra settled in Pembroke, 
Massachusetts, to embrace 

her most treasured role: 
“Nana.” She devoted her 
time, energy, and heart to 
serving as the family matri-
arch, skillfully binding her 
family’s love as it expanded 
over the years.

Sandy’s infectious 
warmth meant she was al-
ways quick to share a bright 
smile, a comforting hug, 
and unwavering support 
with her many friends and 
family. She cherished shar-
ing a good laugh and a nice 
glass of wine with those she 
loved.

Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited to attend 
visiting hours in the Carafa 
Family Funeral Home, 389 
Washington Ave., Chelsea 
today, Thursday, December 
11, from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
followed by a Funeral Ser-
vice in the Funeral Home at 
11:30 a.m..  Interment will 
follow at Puritan Lawn Me-
morial Park in Peabody. 

We encourage family 
and friends to visit carafa-
funeralhome.com to offer 
condolences by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sympa-
thy card.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

We often remind our 
readers that the cold, wet 
weather of winter is a per-
fect time to reinforce your 
dog's training. Keep in 
mind that, just as you get 
tired when you have to 
adapt to a new tech tool, 
adjust to a significant phone 
update, or take classes to 
learn a new skill, your dog 
is ready to rest after a good 
training or retraining ses-
sion. So, add some training 
to your schedule for the 
winter months.

Good training is ongoing
Dog training is really a 

matter of training yourself, 
and that should also be 
ongoing. Early in our dog 
days, we relied on books 
and training classes. Today, 
you can keep up with the 

latest research and adapt 
to new methods from ex-
perts with digital resources. 
While some of these have 
fees, others are free online 
or at your local library. Pen-
ny has taken a recommend-
ed dog-training class on 
Kanopy, thanks to the Bos-
ton Public Library. Even an 
old dog guardian can learn 
new ways.

We stay up to date with 
the latest training methods 
and ideas by subscribing 
to dog publications like 
the Whole Dog Journal. 
You can also follow Patri-
cia McConnell, Ph.D., a 
Certified Applied Animal 
Behaviorist (CAAB) Emer-
itus, on “The Other End of 
the Leash.”  

YouTube and other vid-
eo services have many of-
ferings for those who want 
to refine their skills so they 

can work with their pup 
in new ways. However, as 
with all Internet sources, 
you will find both good and 
bad options. 

Positive training  
is the key

Good training is about 
positive reinforcement, not 
punishment. That means no 
devices like choke chains 
or shock collars. If you 
Google, “Where are shock 
collars banned?” you will 
be shocked by the num-
ber of places where they 
are illegal and stunned by 
some of the punishments 
for using them. For exam-
ple, Wikipedia notes that, in 
the Netherlands, “Its use is 
subject to €20,000.00 fine 
and three-year prison sen-
tence.”

We highly recommend 
following renowned train-

CITY PAWS

Digital dog training resources

While your dogs can’t be trained by watching a screen, you can learn how to train dogs with 
digital resources.

er Victoria Stilwell and the 
resources she offers on her 
site www.positively.com. 
She has gathered a roster 

of writers on the topic and 
even has a “Find a Trainer” 
box on her site in case you 
need an in-person option 
after exploring the digital 
world.

What Works for Dogs
As you think about how 

you will approach any 
training with your dog, try 
to imagine yourself in the 
dog’s position and think 
about the ways you can re-
fine what you are saying 
and make what you want to 
happen clearer to the dog. 
Ask yourself if you would 
be able to figure out what 
you are asking if you didn’t 
speak the language?

Part of training yourself 
to train your dog is learning 
how dogs learn and what 
is important to them. Then 

be more specific and think 
about how a particular train-
ing method, reward, or hand 
signal will work for your 
dog.

Make a list of the behav-
iors you want to reinforce 
and those you would like to 
add to your dog’s life. These 
will not be the same for 
those living in a single-fam-
ily home as for those living 
in a dog-friendly condo or 
apartment building. As one 
of our former editors likes 
to say, “You Do You” and 
personalize your training to 
your needs and those of the 
unique creature on the other 
end of your leash.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.

Special to the Record

BostonMan Magazine is 
proud to announce that Bill 
Hanney and Karen Nascem-
beni have been selected as 
one of this year’s official 
Power Duos, a new editorial 
feature debuting in the mag-
azine’s 7-Year Anniversary 
Issue, set to be unveiled at 
the 2025 Runway Ball on 
Saturday, December 14 at 
the Hilton Boston Park Pla-
za.

The Power Duo series 
celebrates influential pairs 
across New England whose 
partnership, creativity, and 
shared vision are shaping the 
region’s cultural, business, 
philanthropic, and artistic 
landscape. Bill and Kar-
en—whose impact spans the 
performing arts, entertain-
ment innovation, communi-
ty rebuilding, and leadership 
at both North Shore Music 
Theatre and Theatre By The 
Sea—were a natural and 
unanimous selection.

Their profile chronicles 
their remarkable journey, 
both individually and to-
gether: from Bill’s visionary 
reinvention of historic the-
atres across New England, 
to Karen’s courageous and 
inspirational role in trans-
forming North Shore Music 
Theatre into one of the re-
gion’s most beloved artistic 

institutions. It also high-
lights their deep partner-
ship, shared mission, and 
the dynamic synergy that 
has made them one of New 
England’s most admired arts 
leadership teams.

The feature will premiere 
the same night they take 
the stage at The Runway 
Ball, BostonMan’s signa-
ture winter event that fuses 
high fashion, culture, per-
formance, and philanthropy 
before a sold-out audience 
of the city’s most influential 
creative and business lead-
ers.

To celebrate their selec-
tion, Bill and Karen have 
secured an exclusive pro-
motional code for their net-
work:

Use Promo Code: 
NSMT50 for $50 Off Each 
Ticket to The Runway Ball

Guests will be among the 
first to receive the historic 
7-Year Anniversary Issue, 
see the full Power Duo port-
folio, and experience one of 
Boston’s most spectacular 
evenings of fashion, enter-
tainment, and community 
connection.

Launching this year, the 
Power Duo feature honors 
the region’s most dynamic 
pairs who are driving inno-
vation, cultural growth, re-

NSMT’s Bill Hanney and 
Karen Nascembeni featured 
‘Power Duo’ in Bostonman 

Magazine’s anniversary issue

COURTESY PHOTO

Bill Hanney and Karen Nascembeni.

See NSMT Page 10
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Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check

chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
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CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Dr. Adrian Costanza
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Paul Penta, Jr. 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Leaves fall and Savings riseLeaves fall and Savings rise

&

*$180 per paper

CHELSEA’S SANTA PARADE AND ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING
CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Santa Claus and Mrs. 
Claus gathered at Central 
Fire Station where the annu-
al Santa Parade kicked off 
and made its way through 
the streets of Chelsea.

A holiday Marketplace 
and Festival and Tree 
Lighting Ceremony capped 
the festive day in Chelsea 
Square.

Carolina Bonilla and Jennifer Hassell of the Chelsea Chamber 
of Commerce welcome Jason Pompeo to Chelsea’s Annual 
Santa Parade on Saturday.

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus wish a happy holiday season to 
Megan Walker and her daughters, Bonnie Walker and Grace 
Walker, before the parade.

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus greet Chelsea residents before the parade.
Santa Claus pays a special visit to first responders from the Chelsea Fire and Police Depart-
ments.

Pastor Keila Velez, Jisela McCarthy, Santa Claus, and CCCTV 
Technical Director Ricky Velez.

City Councilor-Elect Deron Hines, Mrs. Claus, Chelsea Police 
Sgt. Star Chung, Chelsea Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director Jennifer Hassell, and City Manager Fidel Maltez.

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and Jisela McCarthy (right) greet 
Lynce Lopez and children, Emanuel Lopez and Elena Lopez.

Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus and Santa’s assistant, Jisela McCar-
thy, welcome Kimberlyn Hernandez (left) and son, Ian Hernan-
dez, to the parade.

Chelsea Police Officer Joseph Stutto joins Santa Claus, Mrs. 
Claus, and the Grinch for a photo Saturday before the parade 
kicked off at Central Fire Station.



Page 10	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D Thursday, December 11, 2025

- legals@chelsearecord.com

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS 
TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 2-7 
(b) and (d) of the Chelsea City 
Charter notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting of 
the Chelsea City Council held 
on December 1, 2025, the City 
Council voted after a second 
reading to adopt the following 
order:
Ordered, that, in accordance 
with M.G.L Ch. 44, Section 64, 
budget management proce-
dures, whereby costs incurred 
in FY25 were not paid and are 
owed to the vendors, and to 
meet this obligation funds are 
required from the current year 
FY26 budgets as noted, the 
Chelsea City Council authorizes 
the following expenditures to 
satisfy the unpaid balances 
that total $37.95 from prior 
years.
Ordered, that pursuant to 
Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordi-
nances of the City of Chelsea, 
and M.G.L. c. 44, §53A½, the 
Chelsea City Council hereby 
accepts the gift of $10,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York to the Chelsea 
Public Library for a community 
event to further the mission 
of the library and benefit our 
community.
Ordered, that, in accordance 
with Massachusetts General 
Law, Chapter 44, Section 53A, 
the Chelsea City Council hereby 
authorizes the City Manager to 
accept a $15,000 grant from 
Mystic Valley Elder Services, 
Inc. for a health and wellness 
program at the Chelsea Senior 
Center.
Ordered, that pursuant to 
Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordi-
nances of the City of Chelsea, 
and M.G.L. c. 44, §53A½, the 
Chelsea City Council hereby 
accepts the gift of $1,000 from 
The Ruby Bridges Foundation 
to the Department of Recre-
ation and Cultural Affairs as 
part of the 2025 Safe Routes 
Partnership’s Ruby Bridges 
Walk to School Day mini-grant.
Ordered, that, by this vote, the 
Chelsea City Council endorses 
this project for the receipt of 
PARC grant funds; appropriates 
$825,000 representing the 
full project cost, from General 
Stabilization Fund #7020; 
affirms Kayem Park’s designa-
tion as open space parkland in 

perpetuity, in accordance with 
Article 97 of the Massachusetts 
Constitution and M.G.L., c. 
45, s. 3; authorizes the City 
Manager to utilize any surplus 
funds for current and future 
PARC funded improvements for 
open space within the City of 
Chelsea; certifies the City Man-
ager’s authority to enter into 
an agreement for the receipt 
of these funds; and directs 
the City Manager to take any 
and all necessary action to 
accomplish the project.
Ordered, that, in accordance 
with Massachusetts General 
Law, Chapter 44, Section 53A, 
the Chelsea City Council hereby 
accepts and approves a grant 
in the amount of $100,000 
from the United Way of Mas-
sachusetts Bay and Merrimack 
Valley for the public purpose of 
funding the One Chelsea Fund 
Program.
Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council authorizes the 
appropriation of $100,000.00 
from General Stabilization 
Fund #7020 to the City 
Manager’s Department - 
#0112352 account series for 
emergency assistance efforts 
and the City’s One Chelsea 
Fund Account, also referred 
as the One Chelsea Fund, and 
funding shall be available 
for the program until it’s 
completion.
Copies of the orders are avail-
able at the Office of the City 
Clerk, City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Room 209, Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

DESIGNER SELECTION-ISD 
OFFICE RENOVATION

The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking
Proposals for marked “DESIGN-
ER SELECTION-ISD OFFICE 
RENOVATION”.
Request for Qualifications 
will be available on or after 
December 11, 2025, by visiting 
the City’s website at https://
www.chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/current_
bids___solicitations.php.    
• An Optional Site Visit is 

scheduled on 12/16/2025 @ 
10:30am;
Located at City Hall, Inspec-
tional Services, 500 Broadway 
Room #201, Chelsea MA
Proposals must be sealed and 
clearly marked “DESIGNER 
SELECTION-ISD OFFICE RENO-
VATION” and submitted to the 
Office of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 11:00 AM 
on December 30, 2025.
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Request for Proposals is in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
7C, §§ 44-58.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
TRAFFIC AND PARKING 

COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 90 
of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts and pursuant to Section 
6-3 of the Charter of the City of 
Chelsea that a Public Hearing 
of the Chelsea Traffic and 
Parking Commission will be 
held on:
Tuesday, January 6, 2025 at 
6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 of the 
Charter of the City of Chelsea, 
the purpose of the public 
hearing is to receive comments 
regarding the approval of four 
(4) Electric Vehicle charging 
installation projects: Highland 
Park, Crescent Avenue, Cabot 
Street, and Washington 
Avenue. 
Copies and filings may be 
viewed at the City Clerk’s 
Office. 
Per Order
Chief Keith E. Houghton 

Chairperson
12/11/2025

C

LEGAL NOTICE

DRAFT NOTICE OF FINDING OF 
NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND 
DRAFT NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
December 11, 2025
City of Chelsea, Department 
of Housing & Community 
Development 
500 Broadway, Rm. 101
Chelsea, MA 02150
617-466-4000
These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedur-
al requirements for activities 
to be undertaken by the City 
of Chelsea.
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
On or about January 6, the 
City of Chelsea will submit a 
request to the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities for 
the release of Community 
Development Block Grant 
FY25 funds under Title 1 of 
the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, 
as amended, to undertake 
projects known as the Voke 
Park Accessibility Project 
for the purpose of ensuring 
that children with mobility 
impairments are able to access 
and enjoy play equipment in 
Chelsea’s parks. 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT
The City of Chelsea has 
determined that the project 
will have no significant impact 
on the human environment.
Therefore, an Environmental 
Impact Statement under the 
National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not 
required.  Additional project 
information is contained in 
the Environmental Review 
Record (ERR) on file at City of 
Chelsea, Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA 02150 
where ERR can be examined 
and may be examined or 
copied Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., 
Tuesdays 8 A.M. to 7 P.M. and 
Fridays 8 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or 
agency may submit written 
comments on the ERR to the 
City of Chelsea, Benjamin 

Cares, Environmental Certi-
fying Officer.  All comments 
received by January 5 will 
be considered by the City of 
Chelsea prior to authorizing 
submission of a request for 
release of funds.  Comments 
should specify which Notice 
they are addressing.
ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICA-
TION
The City of Chelsea certifies to 
Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable Com-
munities that Benjamin Cares 
in his capacity as Environmen-
tal Certifying Officer consents 
to accept the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce respon-
sibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process 
and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfied.  EOHLC’s 
approval of the certification 
satisfies its responsibilities 
under NEPA and related laws 
and authorities and allows the 
City of Chelsea to use Program 
funds.
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS
EOHLC will accept objections to 
its release of fund and the City 
of Chelsea’s certification for a 
period of fifteen days follow-
ing the anticipated submission 
date or its actual receipt of the 
request (whichever is later) 
only if they are on one of the 
following bases: (a) the certifi-
cation was not executed by the 
Certifying Officer of the City of 
Chelsea; (b) the City of Chelsea 
has omitted a step or failed 
to make a decision or finding 
required by HUD regulations at 
24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant 
recipient or other partici-
pants in the development 
process have committed funds, 
incurred costs or undertaken 
activities not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before approval of 
a release of funds by EOHLC; 
or (d) another Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 
1504 has submitted a written 
finding that the project is 
unsatisfactory from the stand-
point of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared 
and submitted in accordance 
with the required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) 
and shall be addressed to 
EHOLC at 100 Cambridge St., 
Ste. 300, Boston, MA 02114.  
Potential objectors should 
contact EOHLC to verify the 
actual last day of the objection 
period.
Benjamin Cares, Director, 

Housing and Community 
Development 

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2025-24

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
Frantz Noel
For Special Permits seeking for 
the extension of the current 
use of a catering service to 
also include fast food restau-
rant take-out delivery service 
to individual customers at the 
premises known as:
103 Broadway
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Regarding New Mattress/Box-
Spring Collection and Recycling 
Fees
Tuesday, December 16, 2025
6:00 PM
Chelsea Public Library
569 Broadway, Auditorium
In accordance with Section 
1.15, Part IV of the City of 
Chelsea administrative code 
section 22-64(b) Establishment 
of solid waste collection fees.
The public is invited to attend.
Cate Fox-Lent
Commissioner of Public Works

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with Section 6-3 
(b) of the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given that 
at a Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Traffic and Parking 
Commission held on November 
5, 2025, the Commission 
voted to approve the following 
regulations:
To Approve the International 
Street Safety Action Plan, 
Vision Zero Chelsea. 
To install a handicap sign at 
122 Shurtleff Street. 
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
Invitation for Bids

Wicked Cool Mystic Cooling 
Features at Bus Stops
The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking
 Bids for marked “Wicked Cool 
Mystic Cooling Features at Bus 
Stops”.
Invitation for Bids will be 
available on or after December 
11, 2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php. 
Invitation for Bids must be 
sealed and clearly marked 
“Wicked Cool Mystic Cooling 
Features at Bus Stops” and 
submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer no 
later than 11:00AM on Thurs-
day, December 30, 2025.
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a certified check, issued by 
a responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond duly 
executed by the bidder as 
principal and having as surety 
thereon a surety company 
approved by the City, all in the 
amount of 5% of the bid pay-
able to the “City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.

In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
30, 39M.
Ledia Koco
Chief Procurement Officer	

12/11/2025
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU25P2624EA

Estate of:
Virginia Louise Widick
Date of Death: 
October 23, 2025
To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner 
Logan J Widick of Chelsea MA.
Logan J Widick of Chelsea, MA 
has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 
The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Mas-
sachusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision by 
the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra-
tion.
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure.
A copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.

12/11/2025
C

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
recently spent an evening 
with the Consulate General 
of Italy in Boston, Arnaldo 
Minuti, and friends celebrat-

ing Italian cuisine and its 
ongoing path towards rec-
ognition as UNESCO intan-
gible cultural heritage. The 
group enjoyed a specially 

curated menu—designed 
by Chef Ambassador Mario 
Marini and inspired by the 
principles of sustainability 
and biodiversity—which 

explored the values, identi-
ty, and benefits that define 
Italy’s culinary tradition.

“What an honor and priv-
ilege to celebrate my Italian 

heritage with the Consulate 
General of Italy in Boston 
and the Chef Ambassador,” 
said DiDomenico. “I am ex-
tremely proud of my roots, 

and it was great to take part 
in this celebration of Ital-
ian culture with communi-
ty leaders from throughout 
Greater Boston.”

DIDOMENICO CELEBRATES ITALIAN CULTURE WITH CONSULATE GENERAL OF ITALY

Senator Sal DiDomenico speaks alongside Consulate General of Italy in Boston, Arnaldo Minuti, at the celebration.Senator Sal DiDomenico with the Consulate General of Italy in 
Boston (middle).

silience, and leadership in 
New England. Each duo is 
selected not only for their in-
dividual accomplishments, 
but for the transformative 
impact they make together.

The Runway Ball is Bos-
tonMan Magazine’s pre-

mier annual gala, merging 
couture runway presenta-
tions, live performances, art 
showcases, and community 
celebration. The 2025 Ball 
marks the debut of sever-
al new designers, featured 
performers, and the launch 

of the 7-Year Anniversary 
Issue.

Since opening in 1955, 
NSMT has become one of 
the most attended theatres in 
New England, with approx-
imately 250,000 patrons an-
nually. With a national and 

regional reputation for artis-
tic achievement, NSMT has 
received numerous industry 
awards including Elliot Nor-
ton Awards, IRNE Awards, 
the Rosetta Le Noire Award 
from Actors' Equity, and the 
Moss Hart Award. NSMT 

produced the World Pre-
miere of 'Memphis' in 2003, 
the show went on to win four 
2010 Tony Awards includ-
ing Best Musical. Under the 
new ownership of Bill Han-
ney since 2010, NSMT con-
tinues to annually produce a 

musical subscription series 
and an annual production of 
'A Christmas Carol' along 
with celebrity concerts, chil-
dren's programming and 
year-round education class-
es for children and adults.
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he’s been coach Mar-
co Sturm’s choice 
netminder most 
often, and he 
has responded 
well, as prior 
to the trip, he 
had posted a 
solid record of 
9-3-0 in his last 
dozen starts, with 
a record of 12-7-0. 
Much of the Bruins’ recent 
resiliency has benefitted 
from the scoring touch of 
Morgan Geekie and Alex 
Steeves. Geekie’s soft touch 
around the net is no surprise, 
but Steeves’ contributions 
are a new found blessing.

Following this brief road 
trip, the Bruins will return 

to TD Garden ice 
on Tuesday to 

host the Utah 
M a m m o t h 
in a 7:00pm 
start, and 
C o n n o r 
McDavid’s 
Edmonton 

Oilers on 
Thursday at 

7:00pm. Next up 
will be visits to TD Garden 
from the Vancouver Ca-
nucks, Ottawa Senators and 
the Montreal Canadiens, to 
complete this homestand 
that has the locals playing 
five games in eight days. 
Last week’s Bruin Beat col-
umn listed how tight both 
Eastern Conference divi-

sions are after 30 games or 
less. In the Atlantic Division 
the Detroit Red Wings (35 
points) hold the top spot, 
with Tampa Bay Lightning 
and Boston Bruins tied for 
second with 34 points (17-
13-0).  The margin between 
first place and seventh place 
Ottawa Senators (30) is five 
points. Similarly, the East-
ern Conference’s Metropol-
itan Division is nearly as 
tight, with the Washington 
Capitals holding down the 
top spot with 39 points, and 
the Columbus Blue Jackets 
are residing in the eighth 
and final spot with 32 points 
– a gap of seven points from 
first to last.

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

ADVERTISE IN OUR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY 

PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 
OR EMAIL US AT 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED
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M
O
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Commercial
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KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862
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Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
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Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
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Broker/Associate
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LANDSCAPING

Maintenance Opening:
Full / Part Time available

Local to Chelsea Required
Plumbing Experience Preferred

Valid Driver’s License
Email office@newchelsearealty.com 

or stop by our office to fill out an application 

New Chelsea Realty
378 Broadway, Chelsea, MA 02150

HELP WANTED

Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM | INFO@CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM

Boston Harbor Real Estate | 188 Sumner Street | East Boston

NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO LIST YOUR HOME/CONDO 

OR MULTI-FAMILY FOR SALE WITH US.

  JEFF BOWEN: 781-201-9488

    SANDRA CASTILLO: 617-780-6988
CALL/TEXT OR EMAIL US TO START THE PROCESS!

Yo Hablo 
Español

20 Years 
Experience

Protecting our community.

Keeping you informed.

Important InformatIon for resIdents

covid-19

See EBNHC Page 2

EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check

chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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A lot was happening for 
the Bruins on Monday, as 
they prepared for a hat-
trick of road games, making 
stops in  St. Louis (Blues) 
on Tuesday, Winnipeg (Jets) 
Thursday 8:00pm, and Min-
nesota (Wild) on Sunday at 
6:00pm. Some excitement 
was due to the possibility 
of having a pair of injured 
players finally returning 
to the lineup. The expecta-
tions featured the return of 
Bruins’ scorer/playmaker, 
David Pastrnak and defen-
seman Charlie McAvoy pos-
sibly being cleared to play. 
Pastrnak, who had been 
suffering with a lower-body 
injury that kept him out for 
five games, and close to two 
weeks is considered proba-
ble in the next game or two. 
McAvoy on the other hand 
is likely to be a bit slower 
on his return from the facial 
surgery he had performed 
following the November 15 
injury he absorbed. Prior 
to leaving for the road trip, 
there was hope regarding 
the return of both players to 
the lineup during the sched-
uled three-game road trip.  
One of the recent positive 
outcomes for the Bruins 
has been the strong play of 
their netminders, Joonas 
Korpisalo looked solid in 
last week’s win over the St. 
Louis Blues during a 5-2 
victory after not getting the 
start in net for an extended 
period. Jeremy Swayman 
has been on fire lately, and 

BRUINS KEEP PACE IN TIGHT RACE

BRUINS Beat  by Bob Morello

CHS WINTER 
SPORTS SET TO GET 
UNDERWAY

The winter sports sea-
son has arrived for Chel-
sea High athletes, who are 
scheduled to get their 2025-
26 seasons underway in the 
coming week.

The CHS boys and girls 
indoor track teams get start-
ed tomorrow (Friday) with 
a tri-meet vs. Greater Bos-
ton League (GBL) rivals 
Somerville and Medford at 
the Reggie Lewis Track and 
Athletic Center in Roxbury.

The Red Devils will face 
all seven of their GBL foes 
(Lynn English, Lynn Classi-
cal, Revere, Chelsea, Med-
ford, Malden, and Somer-
ville) once each with all of 
the meets (which for the 
most part will be tri-meets 
with two GBL rivals) to 
be held at the Reggie. The 
GBL season will culminate 
with the league meet on 
February 5.

In addition, the Chelsea 
tracksters will compete in 
the usual invitationals and 
state meets throughout the 
season.

The CHS girls basketball 
team, under the direction 
of new head coach Bruce 
Harrison, will bounce into 
action on Monday with a 
match vs. non-league oppo-
nent Excel Academy at the 
CHS gym. The opening tip-
off is set for :00.

The members of the 2025-
26 edition of the CHS varsi-
ty are Karla Anzora Anaya, 

Lidya Castillo Rodriguez, 
Monica Cespedes-Cruz, 
Jomari Guerrero, Fatuma 
Iman, Zeinab Iman, Jaliyah 
Santiago Lozada, Melize 
Siliro, Taylor Eliara Solano 
Recio, Yarisbel Torres, and 
Thiah Young. Three girls, 
Zoany (Angie) Antunez, 
Luciana Martinez Rosero, 
and Rahama Sidow, will 
be counted upon for added 
depth as JV/Varsity players.

After Monday’s opener, 
the Lady Red Devils, who 
turned in a 43-28 victory vs. 
Mystic Valley in a scrim-
mage this past Monday, will 
travel to GBL foes Somer-
ville next Tuesday and Ev-
erett next Thursday. 

Coach Cesar Castro and 
the CHS boys hoop squad 
will host Somerville in their 
season-opener next Tuesday 
and then will entertain Ev-
erett next Thursday.  Both 
contests will tip off at 6:00 
in the CHS gym.

Both the boys and girls 
squads will meet their sev-
en GBL foes (Lynn English, 
Lynn Classical, Revere, 
Chelsea, Medford, Malden, 
and Somerville) twice each.

The boys will complete 
their 20-game schedule vs. 
non-league opponents Bos-
ton English, East Boston, 
Tech Boston, Cambridge 
Rindge and Latin, Northeast 
Regional, and Brighton.

The Lady Red Devils will 
take on non-league foes Ex-
cel, Ipswich (2), Northeast 
(2), and Boston Latin Acad-
emy to round out their 20-
game schedule.

CHS Roundup
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CHELSEA YACHT CLUB HOLDS CHRISTMAS PARTY
CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

The Chelsea Yacht Club 
held a Children’s Christmas 
Party Saturday in the CYC 

function hall.
The many guests en-

joyed refreshments, music, 

games, and a special visit 
by Santa Claus.

Carolyn Boumila-Vega and her daughter, Adrianna Vega, enjoy a visit with Santa Claus at the 
Chelsea Yacht Club’s Children’s Christmas Party.

Pictured at the activities table at the Chelsea Yacht Club Christmas Party are Mike Kupczewski 
and Brit Kupczewski and baby, Zach Kupczewski (right), and Kathryn Bourgea (left).

The Kupczewski Family joins Santa Claus for a photo at the Chelsea Yacht Club Children’s Christ-
mas Party. Members of the Chelsea Kiwanis Club, from left, Rich Cuthie (Recording Secretary), Joe Carreiro 

(Social Media Director), Carolyn Boumila-Vega (President), Adrianna Vega (volunteer), Susana 
Carella, Michelle Mirthes and Kathryn Bourgea are pictured with Santa Claus at the Christmas 
Party Sunday at the Chelsea Yacht Club.

Members and friends of the Chelsea Yacht Club enjoy a photo with Santa Claus at the Christmas 
Party.


