
Special to the Record

North Suffolk Commu-
nity Services is pleased to 
announce that longtime 
employee Louis Waweru 
of Winthrop was honored 
with the Gerry Wright Di-
rect Service Award from the 
Providers’ Council, a state-
wide human services trade 
association, on Oct. 6 in 
Boston. 

The award, which recog-
nizes Waweru’s outstanding 
dedication and care for per-
sons with disabilities, was 

presented during the Pro-
viders’ Council’s 50th  An-
nual Convention and Expo. 
He has worked for NSCS 
for 26 years.

“When I first began this 
journey, I never imagined 
that the small, everyday 
things I do could mean so 
much not only to the in-
dividuals I support, but 
to their families, my col-
leagues, and the entire com-
munity,” said Waweru, who 
supports individuals with 
developmental disabilities 
living in a residential group 

home in Winthrop. “I’d like 
to dedicate this award to all 
the individuals I’ve had the 
honor of supporting. They 
are my teachers, my inspira-
tion, and the reason I keep 
striving to do better every 
day.”

Direct support profes-
sionals (DSPs) provide es-
sential supports, services, 
and care to individuals with 
varying needs. Nearly half 
of NSCS’ 1,000 employees 
are DSPs, providing support 
and care across the organi-
zation’s 38 residential pro-

grams.
“Louis approaches every 

task with thoughtfulness 
and integrity, earning the 
trust and admiration of ev-
eryone around him,” said 
NSCS President and CEO 
Judi Lemoine. “Through-
out his 26 years he has been 
a constant and invaluable 
presence at his program, 
thriving in a very difficult 
job. He brings cheerful en-
ergy, a positive attitude, and 
a warm smile to every shift, 

Special to the Record

Adrian F., an 11-year-old 
Chelsea resident, has won 
the City’s “I Voted” stick-
er contest, which invited 
residents to submit original 
sticker designs to replace 
the traditional “I Voted” 
stickers handed out during 
the upcoming election on 
November 4, 2025. 

Participants were asked 
to create original, nonpar-
tisan designs that promi-
nently featured the words 
“I Voted.” Adrian’s sticker, 
which features a cheerful 
cat giving a thumbs up with 
the words “I Voted,” on it.

“This design contest was 
created to encourage vot-
er turnout and bring more 
attention to the local elec-

tion,” said City Manager 
Fidel Maltez. “Adrian’s 
design captures the spirit of 
civic pride in a fun, relat-
able, and memorable way. 
We’re proud to showcase 
local creativity at our poll-
ing places and find creative 
ways to engage residents of 
all ages in the democratic 
process.”

All submissions were re-

viewed by a panel of city 
officials, who selected 
a group of finalists 
based on creativi-
ty, originality, and 
alignment with the 
contest guidelines. 
The finalists’ de-
signs were then 
posted online for a 
public vote, which 
received a total of 658 
responses. The final re-
sults are as follows:
• 1st Place: Adrian F.
• 2nd Place: David Matute
• 3rd Place: Victor Tiernan
• 4th Place: Grace Agosto
• 5th Place: Marianne Ra-
mos

Each of the five finalists 
will receive a commemo-
rative pin featuring their 
sticker design, courtesy of 
the Chelsea Public Library.

The sticker contest was 
organized by the Office of 
the City Clerk in collabora-
tion with the City Manager’s 
Office as part of a broader 
initiative to encourage civic 
engagement and celebrate 

local artistic endeavors. 
To view Adrian’s win-

ning design and the other 
finalists, check your voter 
registration status, find your 
polling location, or learn 
more about the upcoming 
election, visit www.chelsea-
ma.gov/city-clerk.

The November 4 election 
will determine the next term 
of City Council and School 
Committee members.
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On the Campaign Trail

Kelly Garcia announces her
candidacy for re-election as

City Councilor-at-Large

See AWARD Page 3

North Suffolk Community Services employee 
Louis Waweru honored with statewide award

11-year-old wins City’s ‘I Voted’ sticker contest

Kelly Garcia has an-
nounced her candidacy for 
re-election for Chelsea City 
Councilor-at-Large.

The following is her 
statement:

“My name is Kelly Gar-
cia, and I have the honor of 
serving as your At-Large 
City Councilor. I’m a life-
long Chelsea resident, a 
proud first-generation col-
lege graduate with a B.A. 
from College of the Holy 
Croas in Psychology and an 
M.Ed. in Special Education 
from Boston University, 
and a passionate advocate 
for the families who make 

our city strong.
For more than a decade, 

Kelly Garcia

COURTESY PHOTO

North Suffolk Community Services employee Louis Waweru of Winthrop was honored with an Award of Excellence by the Provid-
ers’ Council for his outstanding care and commitment to persons with disabilities.

11-year-old Chelsea Resident 
Adrian F. went to City Hall to 
meet with City Officials and 
collect a special pin with his 
sticker on it.

11-year-old Chelsea Resident 
Adrian F.’s “I Voted” sticker 
design featuring a cheerful 
cat giving a thumbs up and 
the phrase “I Voted.”

See GARCIA Page 5

Melinda Vega has an-
nounced her candidacy for 
re-election to District 2 City 
Council. The following is 
her statement:

“My name is Melin-
da Vega, proud mother 
of two boys, daughter of 
community leader Glad-
ys Vega, lifelong Chelsea 
resident, community advo-
cate, homeowner and your 
District 2 City Councilor. 
Today, I am honored to of-
ficially announce that I am 
running for re-election to a 
4th term on the Chelsea City 
Council.

My commitment to pub-
lic service began early at 
just 18 years old, I ran for 

School Committee and be-
came the youngest person 

Melinda Vega announces her
candidacy for re-election as
District Two City Councilor

Melinda Vega

See VEGA Page 3

School committee 
gets update on new 
cellphone policy

By Adam Swift

Thanks to a new pol-
icy, students at Chelsea 
High School are no longer 
allowed to use their cell-
phones during the school 
day.

At last week’s school 
committee meeting, Chel-
sea High interim principal 
Alan Beausoleil provided 
an update on how the imple-
mentation of the policy has 
been going with teachers 
and students.

“In December of 2024, 
the school committee passed 
the cellphone and electron-
ics-free policy for the dis-
trict,” said Beausoleil.

Soon after the vote, Beau-
soleil said the school staff 
began preparing for the pol-
icy to go into effect with the 
beginning of the 2025-26 
school year. That work in-
cluded getting out the word 
about the policy to students 
and families.

He said Chelsea High 
was also looking at how 
other schools in the region 
have implemented similar 
policies.

“We reached out to con-
nections and tried to find 
the best practices that we 
could to implement at Chel-
sea High,” said Beausoleil. 
“In the spring of 2025, we 
decided to utilize Yondr 
pouches … and we ordered 
the pouches and magnets 
that go with them. They 
lock and then they unlock at 
the end of the day with the 
magnet.”

When students come into 
one of the four doors that 
are open at the high school 
in the morning, there is an 
administrator or a dean and 
the students are asked to 
turn off their phones and 
put them in the pouches and 
lock them. At the end of 
the day, there are multiple 

See CELLPHONE Page 5
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DRUG SEARCH 
WARRANTS LEAD TO 
MULTIPLE ARRESTS

In the early morning 
hours of Wednesday, Oct. 
8, the Chelsea Police De-
partment’s Narcotics/Gang 
Unit, working in collabo-
ration with the DEA Task 
Force 2 and Metro North 
SWAT, executed two coor-
dinated search warrants at 
100 Stockton Street, Unit 
448, and 944 Broadway, 
Apartment 4 in Chelsea. The 
operation stemmed from an 
ongoing investigation that 
led to probable cause for de-
tectives to seek search war-
rants for the distribution of 
crack cocaine by Anthony 
Burt, 33, of 100 Stockton 
Street, and Julia Scalia, 50, 
of 944 Broadway.

Chelsea Detectives 
sought the assistance of 
Metro North SWAT based 
on the information devel-
oped during the investiga-
tion.

At approximately a.m., 
SWAT teams simultaneous-
ly entered both addresses.

At 100 Stockton Street, 
five individuals were de-
tained, including Burt. Two 
others, Joshua Sullivan, 45, 

of 1 Webster Ave., Chel-
sea, and Scott McDonald, 
42, of Salem, were both ar-
rested on active warrants. 
A search of the apartment 
yielded several items of 
evidentiary value, includ-
ing multiple digital scales, 
packaging materials, and 
drug paraphernalia, accord-
ing to police. They stated 
that evidence suggested at-
tempts to destroy narcotics 
in the bathroom before po-
lice entry. Burt was charged 
with possession of a Class 
B drug and possession of 
a Class E drug under MGL 
Chapter 94C §34.

At 944 Broadway, two 
individuals were detained: 
Scalia and William Lin-
scott, 51, who was arrested 
on an outstanding warrant. 
A search resulted in the dis-
covery of suspected cocaine 
and crack cocaine in multi-
ple containers. Scalia was 
charged with possession of 
a Class B drug, according to 
police.

All evidence was secured 
in accordance with depart-
ment policy and will be sub-
mitted to the Massachusetts 
State Police Drug Lab for 
testing, according to police. 

The operation concluded 
without injury to officers or 
civilians.

“This operation reflects 
the coordinated effort of 
our department and regional 
partners to remove danger-
ous drugs and repeat offend-
ers from our community,” 
stated Chelsea Police Chief 
Keith Houghton. “Our com-
mitment to keeping Chelsea 
neighborhoods safe remains 
unwavering.”

CHELSEA POLICE 
ARREST EVERETT 
MAN FOLLOWING 
INVESTIGATION 
INTO PRESCRIPTION 
PILL DISTRIBUTION

Following a months-long 
investigation into the illegal 
distribution of prescription 
pills in the City of Chelsea, 
Chelsea Police detectives 
on Oct. 9 executed a search 
warrant on Ramon Vega, 
74, and his residence at 17 
Irving Street, Everett, re-
sulting in multiple narcotics 
seizures and felony charges.

Investigators obtained 
search warrants from the 
Malden District Court for 

Vega’s person and residence 
after developing probable 
cause that Vega was distrib-
uting narcotics in Chelsea, 
according to Chelsea po-
lice. Vega, while operating 
his vehicle in Chelsea, was 
stopped on Everett Avenue 
near Dunkin’ Donuts.

During the stop, officers 
recovered several contain-
ers of prescription medi-
cations—including Oxy-
codone, Clonazepam, and 
Gabapentin—and seized 
$996 in U.S. currency be-
lieved to be proceeds of 
drug sales.

Detectives then execut-
ed the companion search 
warrant at Vega’s residence 
in Everett, where they re-
covered 94 additional Oxy-
codone pills and $5,794 in 
cash.

Vega was taken into 
custody and transported to 
Chelsea Police Headquar-
ters, where he was booked 
without incident. Vega was 
charged with:

• Possession with Intent 
to Distribute Class B (Oxy-
codone),

• Possession with In-

The Chelsea Scoop

Chelsea Resident Nina 
Lee recaps public meetings 
in latest Chelsea Scoop.

Hi everyone, this is Nina, 
and I’m back with another 
issue of The Chelsea Scoop!

Residents turned out 
for the September 22 City 
Council meeting, spoke 
about housing, city deci-
sion-making, and the future 
of affordable housing in 
Chelsea. Along with public 
testimony, the Council de-
bated and approved mea-
sures on housing initiatives, 
infrastructure, and city 
governance, highlighting 
the wide range of priorities 
shaping our community. 

You can watch the full 
meeting on YouTube at you-
tube.com/@chelseacommu-
nitycable7517,  but I’m also 
recapping it for you below.

Main agenda items this 
week included:

• Resident feedback on 
housing and tenant protec-
tions. 

• Approval to join the 
Greater Boston Regional 
Off-Site Construction Strat-
egy to expand housing op-
tions. 

• City maintenance ser-
vices and community im-
provements.

• Communications from 
the City Manager on city 
business, donations, board 
appointments, and infra-
structure projects.

Housing Concerns 
Front and Center

Some residents spoke 
about housing and encour-
aged the Council to con-
tinue strengthening tenant 
protections, ensuring land-
lord accountability, and im-
proving response times. The 
Council noted these con-
cerns and emphasized that 
housing remains a focus of 
its work. 

Regional Housing 
Strategy MOU

The Council authorized 
the City Manager to enter 
into a memorandum of un-
derstanding between the 
City of Chelsea and the 
Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council. The agreement 

confirms that the City will 
take part in the Greater Bos-
ton Regional Off-site Con-
struction Strategy alongside 
neighboring communities to 
increase affordable housing. 
The Council approved the 
memorandum and noted 
that any future obligations, 
such as funding contribu-
tions, etc., will be reviewed 
before moving forward. 

Other Local 
Service Topics

The Council reviewed 
updates from the City Man-
ager and voted on or re-
ferred several items for fur-
ther discussion, including:

• Transfers of funds to 
support key infrastructure 
projects

• Plans for a community 
meeting on the Everett Soc-
cer Stadium proposal

• Public Works Commit-
tee meetings in October on 
renovations to the Chelsea 
City Yard

• A proposal to consider 
stipends for residents ap-
pointed to city boards that 
require significant time 
commitments

• Updates on the Market 
Basket and Veterans’ Home 
housing development proj-
ects

• Orders related to street-
light inspections, missing 
trash barrels, property dam-
age from trees, renter notifi-
cation policies, and explor-

ing a community center
• A motion to draft an or-

dinance giving renters the 
same notification rights as 
homeowners for planning 
and zoning changes was re-
ferred for legal review.

Looking Ahead
The Council will contin-

ue revisiting many of these 
topics, including housing, 
transparency, regional part-
nerships, city services, and 
community engagement in 
upcoming meetings. These 
conversations reflect the 
Council’s ongoing commit-
ment to improving housing 
options, strengthening city 
services, and supporting 
Chelsea residents.

On another note, the 
Chelsea Youth Commission 
(CYC) has resumed meet-
ings this semester, and the 
members will soon be offi-
cially sworn in. The CYC 
is a group of students who 
work with the City to share 
young people’s ideas and 
help plan community proj-
ects for teens.

That’s all for this edition 
of The Chelsea Scoop. Stay 
tuned for the next update!

This blog is written by 
Nina Lee, a member of the 
Chelsea Youth Commission 
and student blogger for the 
City Manager’s Office this 
fall.

What’s Happening at Chelsea’s Public Meetings?

Chelsea resident Nina Lee 
stands in front of the Tobin 
Bridge.

Police News

News Briefs

LAST DAY TO 
REGISTER TO VOTE 
IN LOCAL ELECTION 
IS OCTOBER 25

The last day to register 
to vote, or change your ad-
dress, in Chelsea’s local 
election taking place on No-
vember 4 is Friday, October 
25. Community members 
have until 5 p.m. to register 
in-person at the City Clerk’s 
Office in room 209, located 
on the second floor of City 
Hall, 500 Broadway, Chel-
sea. Alternatively, commu-
nity members have until 
11:59 p.m. to register online 
at sec.state.ma.us/ovr/.

This election will deter-
mine the next terms of the 
Chelsea City Council and 
School Committee. 

For more information 
about the local election, vis-
it www.chelseama.gov.

BOSTON CIVIC 
SYMPHONY TO 
PRESENT CONCERT 
AT JORDAN HALL

The Boston Civic Sym-
phony will present our first 

classical concert of its 101st 
season on Sunday, Novem-
ber 9, 2025 at 3:00 p.m., at 
New England Conservato-
ry’s Jordan Hall in Boston. 
The opening concert will 
feature Amanda Harberg’s 
Solis for Orchestra, first de-
buted in 2015, followed by 
Brahms Double Concerto 
for Violin and Cello. The 
Double Concerto will fea-
ture the Boston Symphony’s 
fantastic soloists Sophie 
Wang (violin) and Mickey 
Katz (cello). After an in-
termission, the orchestra 
will perform Tchaikovsky’s 
Symphony No. 6, also 
known as the Pathétique 
Symphony. The program 
is a demonstration of the 
Boston Civic’s signature 
contrasts of time and style, 
progressing from Harberg’s 
21st century American 
voice to the European Ro-
mantic traditions of Brahms 
and Tchaikovsky.   

For information on how 
to purchase tickets, please 
visit the orchestra’s web site 
at www.bostoncivicsym-
phony.org. 

Application open for 
second round of Family 
Child Care Capital Grants

Special to the Record

The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration announced to-
day that they have opened 
applications for the second 
round of the Family Child 
Care Capital Grant Pro-
gram, building on the suc-
cess of the inaugural round 
earlier this year. This round 
includes $4 million in new 
funding, marking a signif-
icant increase in the state’s 
investment to strengthen 
family child care programs. 
Providers can apply for cap-
ital funding to make essen-
tial facility improvements 
that strengthen program 
quality, expand capacity, 
and create safe, develop-
mentally appropriate envi-
ronments for children.

“We’re increasing child 
care capital funding be-
cause it allows providers 
to increase educator sala-
ries and provide affordable, 
high-quality care to more 
families,” said Governor 
Maura Healey. “Programs 
like these are a smart invest-
ment in our children, our 
workforce and our future, 
and we encourage providers 
across the state to apply.”

“Last month, it was won-
derful to celebrate the first 
Family Child Care Capital 
Grant Program awardees 
with providers and commu-
nity members. Today’s $4 
million in funding builds on 
the $2.7 million we already 
awarded, supporting our lo-
cal child care businesses to 
improve their outdoor play 
areas and make learning 
spaces more inclusive for 
children and educators,” 
said Lieutenant Governor 
Kim Driscoll.

The Department of Ear-
ly Education and Care, in 
partnership with MassDe-
velopment, administers the 
Family Child Care Capital 
Grants Program. Applica-
tions for the second round 
are due October 31, 2025, 
closing at 11:59 p.m. Up-
dates have been made to 
the application process in 
response to feedback from 
the first round that make it 
easier and more accessible 
for providers.

Licensed family child 
care programs can apply for 
$500 to $25,000 in funding 
for:

Indoor and outdoor reno-
vations

HVAC and energy-effi-
ciency upgrades

Emergency repairs
Accessibility improve-

ments
Purchase and installa-

tion of program-dedicated 
equipment, such as washing 
machines, refrigerators, se-
curity cameras, and access 
control systems

“Family child care pro-
viders are essential part-
ners in expanding access to 
high-quality early educa-
tion,” said Education Sec-
retary Dr. Patrick Tutwiler. 
“By investing in their spac-
es and programs, we are en-
suring that children across 
Massachusetts—no matter 
their zip code—have safe, 
supportive, and enriching 
environments to learn and 
grow.”

“Family child care pro-
viders are not only educa-
tors, many are also small 
business owners who create 
jobs and strengthen their 
local economies,” said Eco-
nomic Development Sec-
retary Eric Paley. “By ex-
panding this grant program, 
we’re helping providers in-
vest in their facilities, grow 
their businesses, and contin-
ue delivering high-quality, 
affordable care that working 
families across Massachu-
setts rely on every day.”

Earlier this month, the 
Administration celebrated 
the success of the first round 
in Worcester, highlighting 
how family child care pro-
viders across the state have 
already used this funding 
to transform their programs 
and better serve children 
and families. The adminis-
tration awarded $2.7 mil-
lion to more than 150 family 
child care programs across 
Massachusetts in the first 
round. With increased fund-
ing available in the second 
round, the administration 
anticipates even greater im-
pact statewide.

“Family child care pro-
viders are essential to ex-
panding access to high-qual-
ity early education across 
Massachusetts,” said Early 
Education and Care Com-
missioner Amy Kershaw. 
“These capital grants are an 

See GRANT Page 5

City manager requests transfer for DPW City Yard project
By Adam Swift

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez is asking the city coun-
cil to transfer $1.75 million 
which was originally ap-
proved for a City Hall attic 
expansion project towards 
the final phase of a renova-
tion project at the DPW City 
Yard.

Last week, the council 
moved the request to its 
ways and means subcom-
mittee.

“We are excited to be-
gin the final stage of ren-
ovation at the DPW City 
Yard,” Maltez stated in a 
letter to the council. “From 
this property we operate 
seven days a week to run 
our water and sewer, streets 
and sidewalks, solid waste, 

buildings and grounds, fleet 
maintenance, and snow op-
erations.”

The DPW yard has not 
seen significant renovations 
since it was built in 1976, 
according to Maltez.

Four years ago, the city 
replaced the tar and grav-
el roof with a weather-
tight white vinyl roof for 
$500,000. Two years ago, 
the city replaced the siding 
and overhead bay doors for 
$1.1 million.

“We are now undertaking 
the renovation of the interi-
or office, locker, and stor-
age areas to allow our staff 
to more efficiently use this 
space as they serve our resi-
dents,” said Maltez.

The continued cost of this 
project is $3.25 million, for 

a total renovation invest-
ment of $4.85 million, ac-
cording to the city manager, 
adding that the project is 
well below the cost of new 
construction.

“With the completed ren-
ovations, the building will 
be weathertight, with a full 
fire protection system for 
our staff and equipment, as 
well as adequate staff spac-
es and locker spaces, and 
significantly improved air 
quality from an upgraded, 
energy efficient HVAC sys-
tem,” Maltez stated.

In FY25, the city coun-
cil approved $1 million to 
allow the city to begin the 
planning and design pro-
cess.

With the design process 
nearing completing, Maltez 

said the city is seeking to 
transfer the $1.75 million 
from the FY24 capital im-
provement plan that was set 
aside for the city hall project 
to the DPW project.

“The FY24 City Hall at-
tic final design was original-
ly funded for $3 million,” 
said Maltez. “To date, no 
expenditures have occurred 
and there are still no pend-
ing obligations.”

With the expenditure, 
Maltez said the DPW team 
will be able to proceed with 
all the fire safety require-
ments identified by the en-
gineers and ensure that con-
struction on the City Yard 
can begin in early spring 
2026 in order to complete 
the work before winter.

See POLICE Page 11
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ever elected to public office 
in Massachusetts history. 
That experience shaped my 
belief that leadership should 
be rooted in service, courage, 
and community and love for 
your neighbor.

Serving our community 
has been one of the greatest 
responsibilities of my life. I 
have always shown up root-
ed in equity, compassion, and 
action and together, we have 
made real progress.

Our Accomplishments 
Together

Over the years, I have 
worked alongside residents, 
community partners, city 
staff, and local organizations 
to deliver meaningful results 
for District 2 and all of Chel-
sea. Some of our proudest ac-
complishments include:

Housing & Community 
Development

Supported affordable 
housing projects and home-
ownership opportunities that 
help families stay in Chelsea.

Strengthened tenant pro-
tections and anti-displace-
ment measures so families 
can keep their keys and dig-
nity.

Helped advance the Upper 
Broadway Project, bringing 
$30 million in investments to 
transform our district.

Youth & Education
Co-led youth listening 

sessions that elevated young 
people’s voices in city gov-
ernment.

Helped drive the hiring 
of Chelsea’s first full-time 
Athletic Director, expanding 
youth recreation programs.

Supported funding for 
youth programming and safe 
public spaces.

 Equity & Inclusion
Introduced Chelsea’s first 

Autism Awareness Resolu-
tion, bringing visibility and 
support to neurodiverse fam-
ilies.

Co-founded the Chelsea 
Women’s Commission, giv-
ing women and girls perma-
nent representation in city 
leadership.

Advocated for racial and 
housing equity across city 
policies.

Historic and Cultural Pres-
ervation

Supported restoration 
funding for Temple Emman-
uel, preserving an important 
cultural and historic land-
mark.

Advocated for investment 
in neighborhoods to protect 
the character and history of 
District 2.

Community & Public 
Health

Organized community re-
source efforts for families 
during times of crisis.

Advanced environmental 
justice efforts to protect our 
neighborhoods impacted by 
pollution.

Supported our veterans and 
service members by organiz-
ing yearly drives to provide 
essential items and support.

My Priorities for the Next 
Term:

Our work is not finished. 
With your support, I will con-
tinue to fight for:

Affordable, dignified 
housing for working families

Economic development 
that benefits residents not just 
developers

Youth investment through 
sports, mental health resourc-
es, and safe spaces

Cleaner neighborhoods 
and environmental justice for 
frontline communities

Public safety with account-
ability and prevention-fo-
cused solutions

Support for small business-
es and local entrepreneurship

Community-centered lead-
ership driven by transparency 
and action.

I believe leadership is 
about listening, collabora-
tion, and courage  l and that 
our city moves forward when 
everyone has a voice. I am 
proud of what we have ac-
complished, but I am even 
more energized by the work 
ahead.

I humbly ask for your sup-
port as we continue building 
a stronger, fairer, and more 
united Chelsea.”

With gratitude and com-
mitment,

Melinda Vega

setting the tone for a support-
ive and respectful environ-
ment.”   

Founded in 1959, North 
Suffolk Community Services, 
formerly North Suffolk Men-
tal Health Association, touch-
es the lives of nearly 10,000 
people annually in more 
than 75 programs throughout 
Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop, 
East Boston, Charlestown, 
and Boston.   North Suffolk 
supports adults, children, and 
families across the lifespan 
with behavioral health issues, 
substance use disorders and/

or developmental disabilities. 
The organization employs 
more than 1,000 talented indi-
viduals who provide services 
in nine languages, including 
ASL, through a community 
behavioral health center and 
three outpatient clinics; mo-
bile crisis response team; 38 
residential programs; two Re-
covery Support Centers and a 
Recovery Learning Center. 
It operates a Training Center 
for employees and the com-
munity as well as a 24/7/365 
Recovery Support hotline. 
Visit northsuffolk.org.

Award //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Several local organizations collaborated to host a Chelsea candidates’ forum in advance of the Nov. 4 municipal election. Pic-
tured at the forum are community leaders Joan Cromwell (CBC), Richelle Cromwell (nonprofit leader), Jennifer Hassell (Chamber 
of Commerce), Molly Baldwin (Roca),  Damali Vidot (Community Activist/Former City Councilor), Monica Elias-Orellana (Green-
Roots), Zaida Ismatul  Resident/Community Activist) Grace Muwina (Chelsea Community Connections), Angelica Gonzalez 
(Chelsea Community Connection), and Roseanne Bongiovanni (Green Roots). More coverage of the forum will appear in the next 
edition. 

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS HOST CHELSEA CANDIDATES’ FORUM

Crossing Guard, School Administrator receive 
October’s Name, Strength and Story Awards

Special to the Record

Superintendent of Chel-
sea Public Schools Dr. 
Almi G. Abeyta honored 
two Chelsea Public Schools 
staff members with Name, 
Strength and Story Awards 
at the October meeting of 
the Chelsea School Com-
mittee: Crossing Guard Zu-
leika Sala and Chelsea High 
School Administrator Mi-
chael Talbot.

“These awards go to 
people who have built rela-
tionships with our students 
and with our families,” Dr. 
Abeyta said at the meeting 
on Wednesday, Oct. 8. “We 
wanted to lift up our educa-
tors, our staff who are mak-
ing a difference and really 
knowing our students by 
name, strength and story.”

Sala, a CPS Crossing 
Guard for more than three 
years, was recognized for 
her role in keeping students, 
families, staff and residents 
safe when walking and 
commuting to school. She 
recently played a key role 
in reuniting a lost student 
with its family as she devel-
oped relationships with the 
student and family from her 
time as a crossing guard.

Talbot, an educator and 
administrator at Chelsea 
Public Schools for over 
20 years, was highlighted 
for his dedicated service to 
CPS students and families. 
Dr. Abeyta credited Mr. 
Talbot for knowing all his 
students, present and past, 
by name. She referenced his 
supportive presence at var-
ious events throughout the 

school district and commu-
nity, celebrating all that his 
students accomplish.

The School Committee 
meeting also featured four 
individual schools in the 
school district receiving 
honors for academic im-
provement or growth during 
the 2024-25 school year: 
Morris H. Seigal Clark Ave-
nue Middle School, Browne 
Middle School, Berkow-
itz Elementary School and 
Hooks Elementary School.

The Hooks was also 
named a School of Recog-
nition by the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE) after making dou-
ble-digit gains on its MCAS 
data compared to the previ-
ous school year.

Crossing Guard – The school committee and administrators honored crossing guard Zuleika Sala with a Name, Strength, and 
Story award last week.

ChelseaAdministrator – The school committee presented a Name, Strength, and Story Award to Chelsea High School administra-
tor Michael Talbot.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO
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A FITTING TRIBUTE TO 

BILL RUSSELL

The recent dedication of the “William Felton ‘Bill’ Rus-
sell Bridge” that connects Charlestown to the North End 
represents a fitting tribute to a wonderful man who not only 
was a sports legend, but who exemplified by the way he led 
his life the values of excellence, courage, strength, dignity, 
decency, and humility.

The beautiful new bridge replaces the decrepit No. 
Washington St. Bridge, a structure that was both an eyesore 
and a safety hazard, close by to the TD Boston Garden, the 
arena where Bill Russell led the Celtics to 11 NBA titles in 
13 years in the 1950s and 60s, a dynasty that remains -- and 
always will remain -- unparallelled in the sports world.

For those of us who were Boston sports fans in our child-
hood while growing up in the 1960s (and who remember 
often walking across the old No. Washington St. Bridge en 
route from where the bus from Chelsea dropped us off at 
the old City Square station to our summer job in Govern-
ment Center in the 1970s), there was only one real hero -- 
and that was Bill Russell. Yes, we had Bobby Orr and Carl 
Yastrzemski, but Bill Russell stood out, not only by virtue 
of the number of championships he won, but also because 
he spoke out on the major issue of that time-- civil rights 
-- when others were too timid to do so.

The Celtics and Bill Russell were the epitome of suc-
cess, especially in comparison to the other Boston sports 
teams of that era. However, even at our young age, there 
was something about Bill Russell that we recognized as 
transcending the typical athlete of that period. 

We recall that when Bill Russell published his autobi-
ographical memoir in the mid-60s, Go Up for Glory, we 
eagerly bought the paperback. It was one of the few (if any) 
books that we read outside of our required school reading.

We knew instinctively, even at our young age, that if Bill 
Russell had something to say, it would be important -- and 
he did so in a straightforward and honest way that often was 
lacking in the turbulent era that was the 1960s (and remains 
so today).

The hippies proclaimed, “Don’t trust anyone over the 
age of 30,” but that did not apply to Bill Russell, who won 
his final NBA title as the Celtics’ player-coach in 1969 at 
the age of 35. Bill Russell’s honesty and integrity were un-
questioned.

To paraphrase a popular TV commercial, “When Bill 
Russell spoke, people listened.”

Bill Russell was as elegant and graceful in his demeanor 
off the court as he was in his athleticism on the court. Just 
as his emphasis on defense, rebounding, and leading the 
fast break not only revolutionized the game of basketball, 
but also set the standard for the definition of selflessness 
and the concept of a team player, so too, did his truthful 
outspokenness on the subject of racism in America set a 
new standard in the sports world for elevating our national 
conversation about race and other social topics.

As we grew into adulthood, if we were hanging out with 
friends, whenever we might be playing the, “If you could 
have dinner with anyone famous, who would it be?” game, 
our answer always would be, “Bill Russell.”

Bill Russell passed away in the summer of 2022 while 
the new bridge that now bears his name was still under 
construction. We know we speak for millions of past and 
present Boston sports fans in expressing our delight that a 
man who was a hero in every respect now will be honored 
forever in our city.

AT LAST: PEACE IN THE 

MIDDLE EAST

The prospect of a lasting peace in the Middle East, a 
place that has been the root of so much pain and suffering 
in our world, truly is a reason for rejoicing today.

The wars, bombings, and hostage-takings that have em-
anated from both nation-states and terrorist organizations 
in that region for more than 80 years appear to have come 
to an end.

The ability of President Donald Trump to engineer a 
peace deal among all of the players in the Middle East, a 
goal never achieved by any other U.S. President, has been 
truly extraordinary. 

It is clear that Trump, and only Trump, could have 
brought enough pressure to bear upon the Israeli govern-
ment, the Hamas terrorists, and the major nation-states in 
the region to achieve this historic breakthrough.

Although it is appropriate to mourn the Israeli citizens 
who were slaughtered by Hamas terrorists on 10/7/23 
and the estimated 250,000 Gazan civilians (at least half 
of whom were children) who have either been killed or 
wounded during the two-year war, this week marks the start 
of a new day in the Middle East.

Hopefully, the parties to the peace agreement will have 
learned from the mistakes of the past so as not to repeat 
them. But now, all parties must move forward in peace, for 
the sake of both those who are alive today and the future 
generations to come.

We hope that the words of President Trump are embraced 
by all:

 “This is the day that people across the region and around 
the world have been working, striving, hoping, and prayed 
for. They have done things over the last month that I think 
were really unthinkable. Nobody thought this could hap-
pen. With the historic agreement we’ve just signed, those 
prayers of millions have finally been answered.”

CHS Roundup

CHS GIRLS SOCCER
WINS TWO; 
IMPROVES TO 6-5-1 
ON SEASON

The Chelsea High girls 
soccer team turned in a 
pair of superb performanc-
es to defeat Greater Boston 
League rivals Everett and 
Lynn English last week. 
The victories improved the 
Lady Red Devils to 6-5-1 
on the season, moving them 
over .500 and bringing them 
within striking distance of 
achieving a first-ever feat 
for a CHS girls team -- qual-
ifying for the post-season 
state tournament.

“Our 2–0 victory over 
Everett was a thrilling 
match that showcased the 
team’s determination and 
teamwork from start to fin-
ish,” CHS head coach Rady 
Grajal said of last Tuesday’s 
match at Chelsea Stadium.

The first half was a tight-
ly-contested battle, with 
both teams creating chanc-
es but unable to break the 
deadlock, sending the game 
into halftime at a nil-nil 
stand-off.  Chelsea came out 
of the break energized and 
focused, and just 13 minutes 
into the second half, fresh-
man Edlyn Hernandez-En-
riquez opened the scoring. 

After receiving a pass 
from sophomore Emili Ro-
driguez-Rodriguez, Edlyn 
dribbled past a defender 
and calmly finished a 1-on-
1 against the Lady Crimson 
Tide goalkeeper with a pre-
cise shot to the left side.

The intensity continued 
as Everett pushed hard for 
an equalizer, but Chelsea 
held strong defensively. In 
the 79th minute—just one 
minute before the final whis-
tle—Emili once again found 
Hernandez-Enriquez with a 
perfectly-timed through-
ball, and Edlyn finished 
with another composed shot 
to the left side of the keeper 
to secure the 2–0 win.

“It was a complete team 
performance marked by 
resilience, discipline, and 
pride,” said Grajal. “The 
team defended their home 
field with heart and refused 
to let Everett take control, 
sealing an impressive vic-
tory.”

Two days later the Lady 
Red Devils traveled to Lynn 
English on Thursday and 
came away with an impres-

The Bruins three-game win 
streak came to an end with 
Monday’s matinee, as the 
Tampa Bay Lightning came 
out flying, and the locals on 
the other hand, came out sur-
prisingly slow. The result was 
a 4-3 loss, the first for the 
Bruins (3-1) this season, fol-
lowing wins over the Wash-
ington Capitals, Chicago 
Blackhawks, and the Buffalo 
Sabres to begin the season. It 
was refreshing to see Boston 
had the fight in them to over-
come deficits of 3-0 and 4-1, 
as they displayed resilien-
cy, and managed to bounce 
back each time, despite their 
slow start. Bruins goals came 
off the sticks of Casey Mit-
telstadt (2), Jordan Harris 
(1), and Morgan Geekie (2). 
Following the game, Coach 
Marco Sturm summed up the 
loss via, “We know from their 
starting six, we knew they 
wanted to get to work right 
away and we just were not 
ready. That’s why we made 
mistakes and that’s why it 
ended up with four (goals), 
pretty much, on an empty 

net.” His comments were 
right on, as Bruins goaltender 
Joonas Korpisalo (19 saves 
on the night) was basically 
left out on a limb, with little 
or no defensive protection 
on all four Lightning scores. 
The limited Bruins highlights 
were, the impressive streak of 
14 penalty kills, while Bos-
ton earned four power plays, 
and had nothing to show for 
it, and the Bruins winning 41 
of 60 face-offs (68%). On the 
downside, the Bruins had a 
night where they were hand-
ing out turnover after turn-
over, with each one providing 
the Bolts with a  major chance 
to score. Coach Sturm decid-
ed to leave for the road trip 
immediately after the game on 
Monday, hoping that the time 
together will give his troops 
a chance to bond as a team. 
Sturm explained, “We put 
some thought into it because 
this is our only time, we don’t 
have anything in October, I 
think. November, not really, 
so that’s why we are leaving 
early.” Defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm is on the trip, still 

recovering rom a lower body 
injury, but his playing time 
is questionable at this point. 
Sturm said he is looking for-
ward to some off-ice bonding 
time with his players during 
the upcoming trip. The Bru-
ins hit the road following the 
Lightning’s game on Mon-
day, and will now enjoy a 
rare two-day layoff, between 
games, with their first stop 
taking place tonight (Thurs-
day 10pm), as they take on 
the Vegas Golden Knights. 
On Saturday 9pm, the Col-
orado Avalanche will host 
Boston in the first game of 
a back-to-back set. On Sun-
day 7pm, the back-end game 
will end the three-game road 
trip, as they take on the Utah 
Mammoth. A return to TD 
Garden ice will start a three-
game home stand which will 
feature visits from former 
Bruins Captain Brad March-
and and the Florida Panthers 
on Tuesday 7:30, followed by 
a Thursday 7pm contest with 
the Anaheim Ducks, and the 
Colorado Avalanche here for 
a 3pm matinee on Saturday.

BRUINS STREAK ENDS....
BRUINS Beat  by Bob Morello

sive 3–1 victory. The match 
was highlighted by a hat 
trick from freshman Edlyn 
Hernandez-Enriquez and 
three assists from sopho-
more Emili Rodriguez-Ro-
driguez, capping off an 
outstanding week for both 
players — five goals for 
Edlin and five assists for 
Emili.

The game started even-
ly, with both teams fight-
ing for control until Edlyn 
broke through in the 24th 
minute to give Chelsea the 
lead. Just two minutes be-
fore halftime, Lynn English 
was able to level the score 
at 1–1.

Chelsea came out strong 
after the intermission, de-
termined to take back con-
trol. Eleven minutes after 
the restart, Emili found Ed-
lyn inside the box, and she 
finished calmly to make it 
2–1. Later in the half, Edlyn 
completed her hat trick with 
another well-placed goal to 
secure the 3–1 triumph.

“Once again, the team 

showed tremendous heart 
and teamwork,” said Grajal. 
“Every player contribut-
ed -- attacking, defending, 
and supporting one another 
throughout the match. The 
team continues to grow 
stronger with each game, 
demonstrating unity, effort, 
and a commitment to im-
provement. The coaches are 
proud of how far this group 
has come and excited to see 
them keep building toward 
their full potential.”

With five games left on 
their schedule, Grajal and 
his crew need four points 
(out of a possible 10) in 
order to finish with the 
.500 record that is required 
to punch their ticket for 
a Journey to the Tourney. 
The Lady Red Devils were 
scheduled to play at Revere 
this past Tuesday and at 
Malden today (Thursday). 
They will return home to 
host Medford next Tuesday 
and will trek to Lynn Classi-
cal next Thursday.

CHS BOYS SPLIT
TWO CONTESTS

The Chelsea High boys 
soccer team split its two 
contests this past week.

\In a contest at Everett 
last Tuesday, the Red Dev-
ils moved out to an early 
2-0 lead with a pair of goals 
in the opening 10 minutes. 

The first came on a free 
kick by Cristian Lopez, 
who delivered a well-placed 
strike low and under the Ev-
erett wall. A few minutes 
later, Cristian reached the 
back of the Everett net to 
make it 2-0.

However, after Chelsea 
left a gap in its midfield for-
mation, Everett senior cap-
tain Gabriel Garcia found 
himself alone against a 
Chelsea defender, where he 
had plenty of time to take 
his shot and score. Garcia 
scored again shortly there-
after after a similar course 
of events to bring the game 

See ROUNDUP Page 5
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Grants //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

chelsearecord.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Roundup //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Walter “Deedee” Maslowski
Graduate of Chelsea High School, Class of 1970

Walter R. “Deedee” 
Maslowski   passed away 
suddenly at his home in 
Beverly on October 5, 2025. 
He was 75 years of age.

Born in Roxbury, he was 
the son of the late Walter 
and Blanche (Sokolowski) 
Maslowski. Walter was a 
longtime Chelsea resident, 
attending school in Chelsea 
and graduating from Chel-
sea High School, Class of 
1970. Walter was retired.

The former husband 
of Diane A. (DeCain) 
Maslowski, he was the be-
loved father of Christopher 
R. Maslowski of Georgia, 

Derek K. Maslowski and 
Tracy L. Maslowski, both 
of Chelsea.  Walter was pre-
deceased by his two broth-
ers, Ronald Maslowski and 
Gregory Maslowski.

Funeral Services are pri-
vate. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Cara-
fa Family Funeral Home in 
Chelsea.

We encourage family and 
friends to visit  http://www.
carafafuneralhome.com to 
offer  condolences at this 
time by means of the online 
guest book or to send a per-
sonalized sympathy card.

important way we can sup-
port the dedicated educa-
tors who open their homes 
to young children, helping 
them improve their spaces, 
strengthen their programs, 
and continue serving fami-
lies in their communities.”

“This program is improv-
ing and expanding child 
care across our state and 
bolstering our family child 
care providers as small 
businesses and job creators 
within our communities,” 
said MassDevelopment 

President and CEO Nav-
jeet Bal. “As the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
now launches a new round 
of available grant funding, 
we encourage all eligible 
licensed family child care 
providers to apply for these 
resources.”

“These grants are a great 
way to support and increase 
the capacity of family child 
care providers to help serve 
more children and families 
across the state,” said Sen-
ator Jason Lewis, Senate 

Chair of the Joint Commit-
tee on Education. “The first 
round of grants earlier this 
year was a great success, 
and the $4 million available 
in this round will contin-
ue to help more providers 
upgrade their facilities, en-
hance safety, and increase 
quality of care.”

“We know that access to 
high-quality early educa-
tion and care is truly a game 
changer for our youngest 
learners,” said Represen-
tative Ken Gordon, House 

Chair of the Joint Commit-
tee on Education. “By con-
tinuing the Family Child 
Care Capital Grants, we’re 
not only expanding ac-
cess to early education for 
more children—we’re also 
strengthening the founda-
tion for their lifelong suc-
cess.”

For more information 
on eligibility, application 
materials, and deadlines, 
visit mass.gov/info-details/
early-education-and-out-of-
school-time-capital-grants.

back to level at 2-2.
A few minutes after that, 

Chelsea gave up a penalty 
and Garcia hit the PK for a 
3-2 Everett lead at the inter-
mission.

The rest of the game 
proved to be a grueling bat-
tle between the two teams. 
After the five goals in the 
first half, nothing seemed to 
be working for either team 
until CHS captain Jose Joj, 
having just been subbed 
back in, scored on his first 
touch back on the pitch after 
receiving a ball in the box 
from a free kick. 

However, Chelsea’s 
smiles did not last too long 
as Garcia took a throw-
in quickly and potted his 
fourth goal to make it 4-3 
with about two minutes to 
play.

The Red Devils had an 
opportunity to earn a tie in 
the final minute with a PK, 
but the Everett keeper made 
a superb save to thwart the 
CHS attempt.

Two days later in a bat-
tle with Lynn Classical, 
the Devils scored two first-
half goals that stood up to 
secure the victory. Lopez 
sent in a sharp corner and 
junior Ryan Orellana threw 

his whole body for a diving 
header for the first goal. Not 
too long after, Lopez sent 
Joj in for the second tally.  

Coach Mick Milutinovic 
and his crew, who stand at 
8-3-1 on the season, need 
just one point in their final 
six games in order to qual-
ify for the post-season state 
tourney.

In addition, the Red Dev-
ils, who hold second-place 
in the Greater Boston 
League with a 6-3-1 record, 
were scheduled to host first-
place Revere (7-1-2 in the 
GBL) this past Tuesday.  A 
victory will move Chelsea 
within a point of the Patri-
ots, with both teams having 
three GBL games remaining 
on their schedule.

The Red Devils will host 
Malden this evening (Thurs-
day) at 5:30 and will travel 
to non-league foe Boston 
International tomorrow 
(Friday). They will travel to 
Medford next Tuesday and 
entertain Lynn Classical 
next Thursday.

RED DEVIL 
RUNNERS DEFEAT 
ENGLISH, 24-33

The Chelsea High boys 
cross country team earned 

a 24-33 victory over Lynn 
English last Wednesday at 
Admiral’s Hill.

Six Red Devils set a per-
sonal record (PR), the big-
gest coming from Sebastian 
Molina, who improved his 
5K time by about 40 sec-
onds to finish in sixth place.

Chelsea’s top runner, 
Xavier Guzman, also turned 
in a PR by 20 seconds to fin-
ish in second place.

“This is Xavier’s first 
season of cross country and 
he runs better each meet,” 
said CHS head coach Cesar 
Hernandez. “Carlos Perez, 
who finished in third place 
in 19:14, has been coming 
off an injury, but is steadi-
ly getting back in rhythm as 
well.” 

Boys results:
Xavier  Guzman -- 2nd 

place, 19:09
Carlos Perez -- 3rd, 19:14
Zakaria Moubtassim -- 

5th, 20:06
Sebastian Molina Regil -- 

6th, 20:13
Bryan Amaya -- 8th, 

20:54
Jeffriso Mercado -- 10th, 

22:21
On the girls side, Chelsea 

did not have enough run-
ners to qualify for a win, but 

Hazel Hatleberg finished in 
second place with a clock-
ing of 23:30. Teammate Aly 
Perez finished in third place 
in 24:44, which marked 
Aly’s first 5K race under 25 
minutes.

Hernandez and his crew 
were scheduled to trav-
el down the Parkway to 
Medford’s Macdonald Park 
along the Mystic River yes-
terday (Wednesday) and 
will trek to Pine Banks to 
meet Malden next Wednes-
day for their final dual meet 
of the season. The GBL 
Championship Meet is set 
for two weeks on Wednes-
day, October 29, at Mac-
donald Park.

CHS FOOTBALL 
TEAM AT MALDEN 
TONIGHT

The Chelsea High foot-
ball team, which stands at 
2-3 on the season, will be 
seeking to get to the.500 
mark when the Red Devils 
travel to Macdonald Stadi-
um in Malden to take on the 
Golden Tornadoes this eve-
ning (Thursday). The open-
ing kickoff is set for 6:00.

Chelsea will host Med-
ford next Friday under the 
lights at Chelsea Stadium.

stations on the first floor of 
the school where the phones 
can be unlocked.

“We also have handheld 
magnets in case of emer-
gencies, we also bring those 
out at dismissal to speed up 
the process,” said Beauso-
leil. “If kids need a magnet 
for any particular reason, 
they can get one.”

The school also came up 
with the violation process 
if a student does violate the 
policy, he added.

The policy includes not 
just cellphones, but also 
electronics including ear-
buds and headphones, said 
Beausoleil. He said it was 
decided that if there is a vi-
olation, the teachers did not 

want to take students out of 
the classrooms, so they call 
security, and then security 
radios a dean or adminis-
trator to go to the classroom 
and they talk to the student 
and then take the phone to a 
lockbox in the main office.

“For the first violation, 
the students line up at 2:45 
to get their phone, we don’t 
want them lining up at 2:30 
because that is right at the 
end of the day … and it is 
also a little penalty, a little 
wait, 15 minutes goes a long 
way with some kids,” said 
Beausoleil. “The second of-
fense is a 3:30 pickup, so it 
is basically a phone deten-
tion.”

For subsequent vio-

lations, the parents have 
to come and pick up the 
phones.

If students forget their 
pouch, there is no penal-
ty, but they are expected to 
put their phones in the main 
office. There is also a $30 
fee if students damage their 
Yondr pouch.

“There are a lot of kids 
looking at TikTok figuring 
out ways to get around the 
system and break the lock,” 
Beausoleil. “Kids are trying 
to be one step ahead of us, 
so we are trying to figure 
out the ways they are fig-
uring out their way around 
the system and keep ahead 
of them.”

Beausoleil said the staff 

are seeing a lot of positives 
from the new policy.

“We are seeing kids talk 
to each other, we are seeing 
kids more engaged in the 
classroom,” he said. “We 
are seeing less students in 
the hallways and less neg-
ative interactions and less 
physical interactions at the 
high school, which is a big 
thing.”

Beausoleil said he has 
heard from teachers who 
have seen scores in their 
classrooms go up and have 
seen less fights in the class-
rooms and halls since the 
policy was put in place.

Cellphone //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

As part of Fire Prevention Week, the Chelsea Fire Department hosted an Open House Saturday, Oct. 9 at Central Fire Station. 
The event raised public awareness about fire safety and educated people on how to prevent fires and protect themselves and 
their families. In the photo above, Chelsea Fire Chief John Quatieri (third from right) and the dedicated firefighters in the de-
partment are pictured with some of the local families who enjoyed the Open House.

CHELSEA FIRE DEPARTMENT PREVENTION WEEK OPEN HOUSE Garcia //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I’ve served as an educator, 
advocate, and public ser-
vant—including eight years 
on the Chelsea School Com-
mittee, with four as Chair. 
Whether in the classroom, 
City Hall chambers, or tes-
tifying at the State House, 
my mission has always been 
the same: to defend Chelsea 
families and deliver real re-
sults.

When schools shut 
down during the pandem-
ic, I helped mobilize more 
than 5,000 Chromebooks, 
hotspots, and meals to keep 
learning going. I co-found-
ed the Equity Committee 
and the College & Career 
Awareness Advisory, ensur-
ing our students had access 
to the tools and opportuni-
ties they deserve to succeed 
beyond their high school 
years. 

As your Councilor, I’ve 
made housing a top priority. 
Since 2010, over 500 afford-
able units have been added 
to Chelsea. We are convert-
ing city properties into af-
fordable condos, expanding 
homeownership pathways, 
and holding slumlords ac-
countable through our Good 
Standing Policy and Up to 
Code initiative.

But housing is only one 
piece of the vision. By 2040, 
I believe Chelsea can be a 
vibrant city where families 
can stay, businesses prosper, 
and strong community net-
works help everyone thrive. 
A city where public safety 
is built on trust and preven-
tion, where families have 
access to beautiful parks 
on streets like Bossom, 
Forsyth, and Clinton, and 
where cultural diversity re-
mains our greatest strength.

We are also tackling key 
emerging issues: public 
safety, open space, econom-
ic development, and immi-
gration impacts on schools 
and services. The Pa’lante 
Plan, Chelsea’s first com-
prehensive plan since 1973, 
will help guide this work—
ensuring growth is strategic, 
equitable, and communi-
ty-driven.

Chelsea deserves steady, 
proven leadership—and I’m 
ready to continue this work. 
On November 4, I’m asking 
for your support so togeth-
er, we can keep building a 
stronger, fairer, and more 
united Chelsea.

Sincerely,
Kelly Garcia”
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Special to the Record

The Massachusetts Tech-
nology Collaborative’s 
(MassTech) Massachusetts 
Broadband Institute (MBI) 
recently announced the 
winners of the 2025 Mas-
sachusetts Goes DigitALL 
Awards, including Chelsea 
non-profit La Colaborativa. 

The awards recognize 
individuals, organizations 
and initiatives for their sig-
nificant contributions to 
expanding digital access 
across Massachusetts. Win-
ners submitted applications 
for contributions in the cat-
egories of Digital Access 
Champion, Excellence in 
Community Impact and 
Lifetime Achievement. 

“Massachusetts is proud 
to recognize key individu-
als and organizations mak-
ing a substantial difference 
in expanding internet ac-
cess to those who need it 
most,” said Massachusetts 
Economic Development 
Secretary Eric Paley. “As 
we work to close the dig-
ital divide, our partners at 
the local and regional lev-
el are indispensable. These 
awardees set the standard 
for innovation, collabora-
tion and impact.” 

The Massachusetts Goes 
DigitALL event was held at 
Top of the Tower in Worces-
ter to mark the state’s prog-
ress toward achieving in-
ternet for all. The event 

featured lightning-round 
presentations and provided 
an opportunity for profes-
sionals to network, collabo-
rate and form partnerships. 

“Over 30% of Chelsea 
residents lack access to high 
speed internet, severely im-
pacting our community’s 
ability to pursue high wage 
jobs, connect with health-
care providers, and excel in 
school,” said La Colabora-
tiva COO Alex Train. “Af-
ter devoting decades to ad-
dressing the digital divide, 
La Colaborativa is honored 
to receive the Excellence in 
Community Impact Award 
from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts’ Digital Eco-
system Awards.

Train said that in part-
nership with Massachu-
setts Broadband Institute 
at MassTech and MassHire 
Metro North Workforce 
Board, La Colaborativa’s 
Digital Equity Initiative is 
one of the first multilingual 
digital inclusion efforts in 
the Commonwealth.  

“From exciting digital 
education classes and ad-
vanced workforce training 
to the distribution of free 
laptops, the program is cul-
tivating skills, increasing 
access to technology, and 
empowering residents to 
secure high wage jobs in an 
evolving 21st century econ-
omy,” Train said. “We’re 
also proud to have devel-

oped the digital equity cur-
riculum now used through-
out the Commonwealth, 
as well as trained Digital 
Navigators to maximize our 
impact.”

This year, MBI has award-
ed $64.2 million in support 
of affordable and public 

housing internet through 
the Residential Retrofit Pro-
gram, $19 million in grants 
to support participants of 
the Digital Equity Partner-
ships Program, $12.6 mil-
lion to expand internet in 96 
municipalities through the 
Gap Networks Grant Pro-

gram, and $555,747 to nine 
municipalities as part of the 
Municipal Digital Equity 
Implementation Program. 

“Over the coming de-
cade, a dramatic transfor-
mation of the economy risks 
leaving our most vulnerable 
residents behind. La Colab-

orativa is committed to dou-
bling down on our efforts to 
reduce the digital divide and 
ensure all of our communi-
ty, regardless of income, 
can secure family-sustain-
ing jobs and prosper,” Train 
said.

Let’s Honor 
Hispanic Heritage Month.

Together, we build healthier communities.

neighborhealth.com

La Colaborativa recognized with digital equity award

Join us Wednesdays 12-2pm
Prospect House Assisted Living & Memory 
Care will be hosting an Open House every 

Wednesday through September! 
Come in to discuss our Fall Savings 
Programs and visit our beautifully 

refreshed community. 
With no long-term contracts or  

large upfront costs, transitioning to  
Prospect House is simple and stress-free. 

Call Kristi at 781.853.0005 for details!

420 Reservoir Ave., Revere, MA 02151 
 ProspectHouseAL.com | 

Chelsea firefighters extinguish blaze at Kayem Foods, investigation underway
On Monday, October 13, 

2025, at approximately 8 
p.m., the Chelsea Fire De-
partment received multiple 
911 calls reporting a fire in-
side the Kayem Foods facil-
ity located at 75 Arlington 
Street in Chelsea.

Engine 4 was the first 
unit to arrive on scene and 
reported heavy smoke in the 
building and were advised 
by staff that there was a fire 
above the commercial ov-
ens on the mezzanine lev-
el. Crews reported flames 
extending toward the roof 
area, prompting the Incident 
Commander to strike a sec-

ond alarm due to the size of 
the building and the diffi-
culty getting to the fire area.

Crews initiated an ag-
gressive interior attack 
while additional compa-
nies worked to ventilate 
the structure. The fire was 
brought under control with-
in approximately one hour, 
preventing damage to pro-
duction areas and limiting 
the fire’s spread beyond the 
mezzanine and sections of 
the roof.

All Kayem Foods em-
ployees were safely evac-
uated prior to the arrival of 
the fire department. There 

were no injuries reported.
“Our firefighters did an 

outstanding job containing 
this fire in such a large fa-
cility. Their quick response 
and coordinated effort pre-
vented what could have 
been a much larger inci-
dent,” said Fire Chief John 
Quatieri.

The Chelsea Fire Depart-
ment Fire Investigation Unit 
is currently investigating 
the cause of the fire.

Mutual aid was provided 
by Everett, Revere, Boston, 
Winthrop and Massport fire 
departments.

COURTESY PHOTO

Chelsea non-profit La Colaborativa was recently honored with a MassTech digital access award.

The Chelsea Fire Department drone captures the scene outside the Kayem Foods facility on 
Monday, October 13, 2025.

Please visit chelsearecord.com
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Special to the Record

State Fire Marshal Jon M. 
Davine and the Fire Chiefs 
Association of Massachu-
setts (FCAM) are teaming 
up this month to draw at-
tention to a wave of smoke 
alarms that are nearing the 
end of their useful lifespans.

In 2015, a change to the 
Massachusetts Comprehen-
sive Fire Safety Code set 
a new requirement that re-
placement smoke alarms in 
most Massachusetts homes 
have a sealed, 10-year bat-
tery and a “hush” feature. 
This requirement reduces 
the likelihood that residents 
will disable the device af-
ter a nuisance alarm from 
cooking smoke or remove 
the batteries for use in an-
other device.

The long-life batteries 
in these alarms are reliable 
only for 10 years. For that 
reason, the alarms pur-
chased and put into service 
by early adopters of this 
code change may no longer 
be reliable soon.

“Smoke alarms are like 
any other appliance – they 
don’t last forever,” said 
Westborough Fire Chief 
Patrick Purcell, who serves 
as FCAM President. “Right 
now, the alarms that were 
purchased and put into ser-
vice 10 years ago are reach-
ing the end of their useful 
lifespan. Our concern is that 
a wave of smoke alarms in 
homes across Massachu-
setts won’t be reliable in the 
months ahead.”

Chief Purcell kicked off 
the month-long push yes-
terday at a press conference 
with State Fire Marshal 
Davine, Auburn Fire Chief 
Stephen Coleman, and fire 
chiefs from across Massa-
chusetts.

“Every smoke alarm 
should have a manufactur-
ing date printed on the back 
of the device,” said Brock-
ton Fire Chief Brian Nardel-
li, who serves as FCAM’s 

First Vice President. “If it’s 
more than 10 years old, or 
if it doesn’t have a date, 
replace it right away. If it’s 
not 10 years old and it takes 
alkaline batteries, this is a 
great time to put fresh bat-
teries in to be sure you’re 
protected through the win-
ter.”

Chief Nardelli will host 
a press conference at the 
Brockton Fire Department 
on October 9 to promote the 
smoke alarm safety message 
for news media in South-
eastern Massachusetts.

“When it’s time to re-
place your smoke alarms, 
we strongly recommend 
choosing new alarms that 
meet UL Standard 217, 8th 
Edition or later,” said State 
Fire Marshal Jon M. Da-
vine. “Look for that lan-
guage on the packaging or 
the product specifications. 
These devices use the lat-
est multi-criteria technolo-
gy, which helps to prevent 
nuisance alarms caused by 
cooking smoke.”

“Sealed-battery smoke 
alarms are powered by 
lithium-ion batteries, so 
please don’t put them in 
your household trash or re-
cycling,” said Easthampton 
Fire Chief Christopher Nor-
ris, who serves as FCAM’s 
Second Vice President. “If 
they’re crushed or punc-
tured in a compactor truck 
or a transfer station, they 
could cause a fire that’s very 
difficult to extinguish. As 

lithium-ion batteries have 
become more common, 
we’ve started seeing more 
and more of these trash and 
transfer station fires, and it’s 
a safe bet that the root cause 
is battery damage.”

Chief Norris will host a 
third press conference at 
the Easthampton Fire De-
partment on October 29 to 
promote the smoke alarm 
safety message for residents 
in Western Massachusetts.

Each spring and fall, the 
Massachusetts fire service 
reminds residents to check 
their smoke and carbon 

monoxide alarms when 
they change their clocks. 
The reminder is especially 
urgent this year as so many 
smoke alarms may need to 
be replaced. The State Fire 
Marshal’s office and Fire 
Chiefs Association of Mas-
sachusetts urge residents to 
follow these safety tips:

• Check the manufactur-
ing date printed on the back 
of your smoke and carbon 
monoxide (CO) alarms

• Replace smoke alarms 
after 10 years and CO 
alarms according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions 

(usually after 5, 7, or 10 
years depending on make 
and model)

• Choose new smoke 
alarms from a well-known 
national brand and look for 
the mark of an independent 
testing lab such as UL or In-
tertek/ETL

• Be sure the replacement 
alarm has a sealed, long-life 

battery and a hush feature 
and meets UL Standard 217, 
8th Edition or later

 Many communities have 
programs that can assist 
older or low-income res-
idents who need help in-
stalling or maintaining their 
alarms. Contact your local 
fire department for more in-
formation.

Special to the Record

On Tuesday, October 7, 
NeighborHealth convened 
state legislators, health-
care leaders, and public 
health officials for Maternal 
Health Legislation in Ac-
tion: Panel Update – a time-
ly and urgent discussion on 
the persistent disparities in 
maternal health outcomes in 
Massachusetts, particularly 
those affecting Black and 
Latino individuals and peo-
ple with disabilities.

Held at NeighborHealth’s 
South End location, the 
panel featured State Senator 
Liz Miranda of the Massa-
chusetts Legislature who 
championed the 2024 Ma-
ternal Health Omnibus Bill; 
community health advo-
cates from the Department 
of Public Health (DPH) – a 
key state agency that has 
released critical reports on 
maternal health inequities; 
representatives from Mass-
Health, which plays a cru-
cial role in covering most 
pregnancies in the state; 
as well as leaders from the 
Massachusetts Health Poli-
cy Commission and Boston 
Public Health Commission 
(BPHC). The panel also 
included community-based 
providers and services 
such as Flourish Care, 
South Cove, Upstream, and 
Brockton Neighborhood 
Health Center, all of whom 
work directly with birthing 
individuals and families.

Michael Curry, Presi-
dent and CEO, Massachu-
setts League of Community 
Health Centers, offered the 
event’s opening remarks, 
which centered on progress 
towards actionable solutions 
to improve maternal health 
outcomes, particularly for 

Black, Latino, American 
Indian, and Alaska Native 
communities who are two 
to three times more likely 
to die from pregnancy-relat-
ed complications than their 
White counterparts, regard-
less of income or education 
levels.

“Too many lives have 
been lost because our sys-
tems have failed to meet 
the needs of birthing people 
of color,” said Mimi Gard-
ner, LICSW, MPH, Vice 
President and Chief Equity 
Officer at NeighborHealth. 
“At NeighborHealth, we 
believe everyone deserves 
the chance to experience 
pregnancy and birth safely. 
This event is an important 
step toward the systemic 
changes needed to make 
that a reality. We’re deeply 
grateful to the legislators 
who continue to fight for 
equity in underserved com-
munities, and to everyone 
who showed up to be part of 
the conversation.”

Panelists explored solu-
tions across four key areas: 
legislative reforms, commu-
nity-based models, health-
care system transformation, 
and improved data trans-
parency and accountability. 

Topics included expanding 
access to doulas and mid-
wives, increasing culturally 
competent care, extending 
postpartum coverage under 
MassHealth, and the im-
portance of scaling trusted 
community programs such 
as group prenatal care and 
neighborhood health cen-
ters.

“Massachusetts is facing 
a maternal health crisis that 
disproportionately impacts 
Black, Latino, and Indig-
enous communities. I was 
proud to file and pass the 
Maternal Health Omnibus 
Law, which extends Mass-
Health postpartum cover-
age, invests in doulas and 
midwives, and strengthens 
accountability across our 

healthcare system. But laws 
alone are not enough,” said 
Senator Liz Miranda. “We 
must continue to listen to 
families, partner with trust-
ed community organiza-
tions, and demand equity 
and dignity in every birth-
ing experience. I am grate-
ful to NeighborHealth and 
all the partners in this work 
for convening today’s im-
portant conversation.”

NeighborHealth orga-
nized the panel event as part 
of its broader commitment 
to advancing health equity 
and ensuring all residents, 
regardless of background, 
have access to compassion-
ate, high-quality, and cul-
turally informed care. Fol-
lowing the passage of the 

Maternal Health Omnibus 
Law, NeighborHealth con-
tinues to play a vital role in 
advancing equitable care for 
underserved communities 
in Boston.

NeighborHealth, for-
merly East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, is 
one of the nation’s largest 
Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health system 
in Massachusetts, serving 
over 130,000 people and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) as 
a National Quality Lead-
er. For more than 50 years, 
NeighborHealth has offered 
access to comprehensive 

primary care, specialty care 
and emergency care for 
patients in the Common-
wealth. In a first-of-its-kind 
merger in 2020, East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center joined forces with 
the South End Community 
Health Center and expanded 
services to patients who live 
and work in Boston’s South 
End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods. NeighborHealth 
champions innovative care 
models to actively bridge 
health equity gaps in our 
low-income and immigrant 
communities with services 
unique from other health-
care providers in our state. 
For more information, visit 
www.neighborhealth.com.

FALLFALL
ROAD TRIPSROAD TRIPS
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a/c performance

brakes + oil changes

 Repair park & service 
for your convenience
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owned and operated

by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371
manager john digregorio • broadwaymotorsrevere.com
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NeighborHealth hosts policy panel on maternal health equity, urging action on systemic disparities 

Shown (left to right) are Michael Curry, President and CEO, Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers; Viveka 
Prakash-Zawisza, MD, MS, MBA, FACOG, Senior Medical Director, MassHealth; Elaine Fitzgerald Lewis, DrPH, MIA, Director of 
the Bureau of Family and Nutrition, MA Department of Public Health; Massachusetts Senator Liz Miranda; Becky Cruz-Crosson, 
Director of Healthy Start Systems Division, Boston Public Health Commission; Christin Price, MD, Perinatal and Neonatal Quality 
Improvement Network, MA Department of Public Health; Mimi Gardner, LICSW, Vice President and Chief Equity Officer, Neigh-
borHealth; David Seltz, Executive Director, Health Policy Commission

Massachusetts Senator Liz 
Miranda speaks on Neigh-
borHealth’s State and City 
panel at Maternal Health 
Legislation in Action event on 
October 7 in the South End.

State Fire Marshal and Fire Chiefs make statewide push on expired smoke alarms

Fire service leaders from across Massachusetts emphasized the importance of working smoke alarms in every home and offered 
tips on how to choose devices that will offer the best protection while reducing nuisance alarms.

info@chelsearealestate.com  781-201-9488

Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE 
Gordillo, Adriana	 Maldonado, Moris M	 250 Congress Ave #29	 $490,000

Real Estate Transfers
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Story by Marianne Salza

The Big Apple Cirus is 
continuing its legacy of 
jaw-dropping thrills, breath-
taking feats of strength, and 
dazzling artistry for its 48th 
season, returning to Boston 
for the first time since 2019. 
The Big Apple Circus, pro-
duced by The Gold Group, 
EMC Presents BAC, and 
Circus Vazquez, will thrill 
audiences with its newest 
show, “The World’s Best 
Under Our Big Top,” at Suf-
folk Downs now through 
November 2.

Families will be stunned 
witnessing the electrifying 
energy of The Flying Ca-
ceres trapeze group as they 
somersault through the air, 
and awestruck by the mas-
terful balancing skills of 
the Kung Fu Boys, who 
combine martial arts and 
high-flying tricks.

The charismatic flair, 
fearlessness, and precision 
of the global cast will as-
tound viewers of all ages. 
Performers, like Emiliano 
Vazquez Padilla, hope that 
the circus mesmerizes the 
audience, bringing out ev-
eryone’s inner child as they 
watch in amazement.

First generation Amer-
ican-born Emiliano was 
raised in Mexico. As the 
son of the owner of Circus 
Vazquez, a family-owned 
and operated circus founded 
in Mexico in 1969, Emilia-
no began learning acrobatic 
techniques by bouncing on 

a trampoline as a boy.
Today, one may see the 

17-year-old acrobat serv-
ing refreshments behind the
concession stand, or cen-
ter stage, juggling and bal-
ancing on a unicycle with
his watercress dog, Cane-
lo. Growing up, Emiliano
learned the patience and
disciple of training dogs
from his grandmother.

“All my life, I’ve been 
doing acrobats. The uni-
cycle part came during 
Covid,” began Emiliano, 
who practices up to 7 hours 
daily. “When we were in 
lockdown, I used to ride a 
bicycle with my family ev-
ery day, and I got unusually 
good at it. I would ride with-
out hands and do tricks. My 
family, being several gener-
ations of circus, had the idea 
of getting me a unicycle. 
Ever since then, I have been 
doing it every day.”

Emiliano described the 
energy from the circus stage 
as vibrant and less formal 
than a theater stage in that 
people are all around him, 
reactive. He is most proud 
of the part of his act when 
he and Canelo jump rope to-
gether, a stunt of coordina-
tion that took the two much 
time to perfect.

“If feels more real. You 
feel connected to the au-
dience,” Emiliano shared. 
“When you’re on a circus 
stage, you can get close to 
people. You can look into 
their eyes – their souls. You 
feel like you can do any-

thing.”
Emiliano is also a mem-

ber of the team that raises 
the tent. Whenever a new 
tent is used, the servicemen 
practice the intricate oper-
ation of constructing it and 
taking it down for several 
weeks, so that by showtime, 
the tent can be erected with-
in two days.

“It’s a special skill. We 
have people with sever-
al decades of experience,” 
Emiliano explained. “It’s 
a complicated, systematic 
process. We have to put the 
towers up and make sure 
everything is aligned cor-
rectly. We have a big top 
that is beautifully erected.”  

This is Circus Vazquez’s 
premier appearance in Bos-
ton, as well as Emiliano’s 

first time visiting the city. 
Predominantly residing in 
Texas, Emiliano loves to 
travel. Whether internation-
ally, or driving around the 
United States in his trailer 
with his unicycle act, he 
is passionate about adven-
turing and studying in new 
places.

“For me, the pinnacle of 
the human experience is be-
ing able to travel,” Emiliano 
emphasized. “Being able to 
witness and understand dif-
ferent cultures is something 
I can’t miss. That’s what I 
look forward to here.”

Emiliano, with his inter-
est in architecture, has vis-
ited Downtown Boston, Re-
vere Beach, and the North 
End, in a search for break-
fast that led to an explora-
tion into Old North Church, 
and down the narrow streets 
and alleys that reminded 
him of his time in Italy and 
Paris.

Emiliano, who speaks 
Spanish, English, and 
French, also dedicates much 
of his time to his hobbies of 
writing and philosophy.

“I feel like I haven’t 
reached my limit,” Emiliano 
proclaimed. “I have a strong 
belief that once you put a 
limit on yourself, you don’t 
give yourself an opportunity 
to explore. I’d rather set my 
mind to something. If I truly 
believe I can achieve it, then 
I will.”

Visit www.BigAppleCir-
cus.com to purchase tickets 
for the Big Apple Circus.

Big Apple Circus at Suffolk Downs

West African Acrobats (Photo by the Big Apple Circus)The Flying Caceres (Photo provided by the Big Apple Circus)

The Flying Caceres, of the United States, practicing their trapeze act during the October 8 re-
hearsal (Photo by Marianne Salza)

The Bingo Troupe, of Ukraine, practice their hula hooping act 
during an October 8 rehearsal (Photo by Marianne Salza)

Kung Fu Boys, of China, practicing their balancing act during 
the October 8 rehearsal (Photo by Marianne Salza)

On Tuesday, October 14 at 12:00 p.m., the Boston Public Market (BPM) will launch its 10th an-
niversary year in grand style with the arrival of the Official Pumpkins of Boston — giant gourds 
delivered by forklift from Market vendor Red Apple Farm. This beloved annual tradition marks 
the start of BPM’s annual Harvest Party, the Market’s signature fundraising event, taking place 
on Thursday, October 16, 2025. Happy 10th BPM!  This year’s colossal pumpkins come from the 
fields of Art Kazenski of Irving, Massachusetts, and are generously donated by Boston Public 
Market vendor Red Apple Farm of Phillipston, Massachusetts. Each year, the arrival of these 
pumpkins delights visitors of all ages and sets the stage for the Market’s most festive season. 
Everyone is invited to gather on the plaza to watch the live unveiling and unloading of Boston’s 
official pumpkins, a photo-worthy moment that has become a Boston fall tradition. Shown is a 
previous year’s pumpkin.

BPM KICKS OFF 10TH ANNUAL HARVEST PARTY WITH 
ARRIVAL OF BOSTON’S OFFICIAL PUMPKIN
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CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

New photovoice exhibit explores 
community energy through the eyes 
of Chelsea & East Boston residents

A photo of Everett and the Island End River from the perspective of a Chelsea resident.

A new photovoice art 
exhibit composed entirely 
of photos taken by Chelsea 
and East Boston residents 
will be on display at the 
Chelsea City Hall Gallery 
beginning Thursday, Octo-
ber 23, at 6 p.m. – the night 
of the exhibit’s  opening re-
ception, a free event open to 
the public that will include 
refreshments. 

To create the exhibit, ti-
tled “Energy in Our Com-
munity,” GreenRoots and 
Northeastern University 
invited residents of Chel-
sea and East Boston to take 
photos that tell the story of 
the complex and profound 
importance of energy in 
their communities as part of 
a research method known 
as photovoice, a research 
method where individuals 
document their lives and 
communities through pho-
tographs and accompanying 
narratives to identify and 
address social, environmen-
tal, or health issues.  

The result of this research 
is a community exhibit that 
presents the experiences, 
concerns, and visions of res-

idents in Chelsea and East 
Boston regarding energy 
transitions in their commu-
nity. 

Neighbors from Chelsea 
and East Boston are encour-
aged to attend the exhibit as 
a way to learn about their 
neighbors’ experiences, 
concerns, and visions  re-
garding energy transitions 
in their community.

Kiera Alventosa, Ener-
gy Democracy Organizer 
for GreenRoots, Inc., said, 
“This gallery, and the Pho-
tovoice project, is a cele-
bration of the communi-
ty’s powerful vision of the 
future of energy. It reveals 
Chelsea and East Boston 
residents’ deep understand-
ing of the challenges cur-
rently faced and pathways 
forward that are responsive 
to community needs, reli-
able, and bright.” 

Laura Kuhl, Associate 
Professor of Public Policy 
and Urban Affairs and In-
ternational Affairs at North-
eastern University, said, 
“The goal of the project 
was to provide community 
members a chance to share 

their experiences with en-
ergy and priorities for the 
future. We hope the exhib-
it will spark conversations 
about how to make our en-
ergy transitions as inclusive 
as possible to reflect these 
experiences and priorities.”

To learn more about this 
project, and for ways to get 
involved with energy de-
mocracy in your communi-
ty visit

https://greenrootsej.org/
get-involved-with-ener-
gy-democracy (English)

https://greenrootsej.org/
es/participa-en-la-democra-
cia-energetica (Spanish)

The Chelsea City City 
Hall Gallery is located on 
the 2nd floor of  Chelsea 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, 
and its hours are as follows:

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tuesday: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
This event is presented by 

the Chelsea Cultural Coun-
cil (CCC). To learn more 
about the CCC, visit www.
chelseama.gov/ccc.

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION PRESIDENT BRIAN BILELLO SPEAKS AT JGBC BREAKFAST SERIES
Brian Bilello, president 

of the New England Revo-
lution professional soccer 
team that plays in MLS, was 
the guest speaker at the Jor-
dan Boys and Girls Break-
fast Series Tuesday at the 
clubhouse on Willow Street.

Bilello enlightened the 
guests on the upcoming 
World Cup international 
soccer tournament, not-
ing that some of the games 
in the World Cup will be 
played at Gillette Stadium 
in June, 2026.

Bilello also spoke about 
the Kraft Group’s plans to 
build a 25,000-seat profes-
sional soccer stadium in 
Everett across from Encore 
Boston Harbor.

Josh Kraft, pictured with 
former CHS basketball star 
and Jordan Boys and Girls 
Club member Leslie Santiago, 
who was representing Kayem 
Foods at the breakfast.

Pictured at the Jordan Boys and Girls Club Breakfast Tuesday are Julio Izqueirido and Kevin Welsh of Pre-Flight Airport Parking, 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, New England Revolution President Brian Bilello, Councilor-at-Large 
Leo Robinson,  Radouane Behhite of Pre-Flight Airport Parking, Inspectional Services Director Michael McAteer, City Manager 
Fidel Maltez, and Revere Mayor Patrick Keefe.

Breakfast Series Co-Chair Mark Robinson (left) and Jordan Boys and Girls Club Executive Di-
rector Gina Centrella (right) welcome guest speaker, New England Revolution President Brian 
Bilello, to the breakfast Tuesday at the clubhouse on Willow Street.

Chelsea Housing Authority Executive Director Paul Nowicki, Director of Health and Human 
Services Tracy Nowicki, Metro Credit Union Vice President Saritin Rizzuto, and City Manager 
Fidel Maltez.

Leslie Santiago, Tracy Nowicki, Jennifer Hassell, Michael McAteer, and Paul Nowicki.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  We also encourage readers to e-mail 

news releases and photos to 
stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
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The Play Ball Founda-
tion, a privately funded 
nonprofit that provides free, 
school-based intramural 
sports for middle school 
students in Gateway Cit-
ies across Massachusetts, 

announced its newest part-
nership with Chelsea Public 
Schools — marking a ma-
jor milestone in the organi-
zation’s expansion for the 
2025–2026 school year.

The expansion means 

that hundreds of Chelsea 
middle schoolers will now 
have the opportunity to play 
on a team, wear a uniform, 
and experience the belong-
ing that comes with orga-
nized athletics — often for 

the very first time.
“Chelsea is a proud, tight-

knit community where kids 
show up for one another,” 
said Katie Small, Executive 
Director of the Play Ball 
Foundation. “We’re thrilled 
to partner with the district 
to bring the joy and power 
of sports to even more mid-
dle schoolers. Every stu-
dent deserves the chance to 
play — regardless of back-
ground, neighborhood, or 
circumstance — and this 
partnership helps make that 
a reality.”

Through the new partner-
ship, Play Ball will fund af-
ter-school sports leagues for 
Chelsea’s middle schools, 
including support for coach-
es, equipment, uniforms, 
and transportation. The 
program will launch with 
soccer and basketball, two 
of the most popular sports 

among Chelsea’s youth.
“This partnership with 

Play Ball continues to sup-
port one of our school dis-
trict’s strategic priorities to 
increase access to engaging 
and enriching opportunities 
for all students,” comment-
ed Dr. Almudena (Almi) 
G. Abeyta, Chelsea Public 
Schools Superintendent. 
“We are grateful to be team-
ing up with Play Ball to 
expand opportunities like 
these for our middle school 
students, which will help 
them grow academically, 
socially and emotionally.”

The expansion into Chel-
sea builds on Play Ball’s 
growing statewide pres-
ence — now serving more 
than 8,000 middle school 
students across 11 Gate-
way Cities, including Bos-
ton, Lawrence, Holyoke, 
New Bedford, Lynn, Salem, 

Methuen, Quincy, Taunton, 
Chicopee, and now Chelsea.

“This is what growth with 
purpose looks like,” said 
Small. “Our vision is sim-
ple: every middle schooler 
in Massachusetts should 
have the opportunity to play 
— to move, to belong, and 
to thrive.”

Founded in 2006, the 
Play Ball Foundation part-
ners with public school dis-
tricts across Massachusetts 
to provide access to free, 
school-based sports leagues 
for middle school students. 
By funding coaches, equip-
ment, uniforms, and trans-
portation, Play Ball ensures 
that thousands of students 
in Gateway Cities can expe-
rience the connection, con-
fidence, and joy that come 
from being part of a team. 
Learn more at www.play-
ballfoundation.org.
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU25P2286EA
Estate of:
Carol Ann
Nardizzi
Date of Death 
01/16/2010
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed by 
Donna M. Forgione of Chelsea, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE	
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 11/17/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu-

tion of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Riv-
ers, First Justice of this Court.
Date: October 06, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

10/16/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Fannie’s 
Place, Inc. 

d/b/a 
Chelsea Walk

416 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing 
Commission, 

November 13, 2025
Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be held by 
the Chelsea Licensing Commis-
sion on Thursday, November 
13, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
City Council Chambers, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA.  For a 
Change of Officers/Directors/
LLC Managers, Change of 
Ownership Interest and Issu-
ance/Transfer of Stock/New 
Stockholder on an All-Alcohol 
Beverage license application 
for Fannie’s Place, Inc. d/b/a 
Chelsea Walk at 416 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA. 02150. Please be 
advised that you must notify, 
via Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters to the 
licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

10/16/25, 10/23/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Moag, Inc. 
d/b/a Curly’s 

Restaurant
150 Broadway, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea 

Licensing 
Commission, 

November 13, 2025
Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be held 
at 500 Broadway Chelsea, 
MA. Council Chambers by the 

Chelsea Licensing Commission 
on Thursday, November 13, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m. for a 
Change of Hours (Sunday 
opening at 10 a.m.) of an All 
Kinds of Alcohol (on premise) 
License application and an 
Amusement & Entertainment 
License application for Moag, 
Inc. d/b/a Curly’s Restaurant 
at 150 Broadway, Chelsea, MA. 
02150.  Please be advised that 
you must notify, via Certified 
Return Receipt mail, all abut-
ters of this hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

10/16/25, 10/23/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF 
A PUBLIC HEARING 

Project Description: Ever-
ett-Somerville – Mystic River 
Bicycle Pedestrian Bridge 
Project File No. 612004
A Live Virtual Design Public 
Hearing will be hosted on 
the MassDOT website below 
to present the design of the 
Mystic River Pedestrian/
Bicycle Bridge in Everett and 
Somerville, MA.
WHEN:Tuesday October 21st, 
2025 @ 7:00 PM
PURPOSE:The purpose of 
this hearing is to provide the 
public with the opportunity 
to become fully acquainted 
with the proposed design for 
the Mystic River Pedestrian/
Bicycle Bridge project. All views 
and comments submitted in 
response to the hearing will be 
reviewed and considered to the 
maximum extent possible.
PROPOSAL:The proposed proj-
ect consists of a new bicycle 
and pedestrian bridge crossing 
the Mystic River and connect-
ing the path networks on the 
Somerville and Everett sides 
of the river. The bridge will 
connect the DCR Draw Seven 
Park to the Gateway Park trail 
and public boardwalk at the 
Encore Resort. The Mystic River 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Bridge 
will provide a vital missing 
link between the communities 
of Everett and Somerville, 

linking mixed use paths with 
local amenities including 
Draw Seven Park, Assembly 
Row and the Lower Broadway 
District. The bridge will provide 
a reliable and safe crossing 
alternative for bicycle users 
and pedestrians who wish 
to utilize the trail networks, 
access public transportation, 
and these communities. 
Project inquiries, written 
statements and other exhibits 
regarding the proposed 
undertaking may be submitted 
to Carrie E. Lavallee, P.E., 
Chief Engineer, via e-mail to 
MassDOTProjectManagement@
dot.state.ma.us  or via US 
Mail to 10 Park Plaza, Boston, 
MA 02116, Attention: Project 
Management, Project File 
No. 612004 Statements and 
exhibits intended for inclusion 
in the hearing transcript must 
be emailed or postmarked no 
later than ten (10) business 
days (14 calendar days) after 
the hearing is hosted. 
This hearing is accessible 
to people with disabilities. 
MassDOT provides reasonable 
accommodations and/or 
language assistance free of 
charge upon request (e.g 
interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages other 
than English, live captioning, 
videos, assistive listening 
devices and alternate material 
formats), as available. For 
accommodation or language 
assistance, please contact 
MassDOT’s Chief Diversity 
and Civil Rights Officer by 
phone (857-368-8580), TTD/
TTY at (857) 266-0603, fax 
(857) 368-0602 or by email 
(MassDOT.CivilRights@dot.
state.ma.us). Requests should 
be made as soon as possible 
and prior to the hearing, and 
for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-lan-
guage, CART or language 
translation or interpretation, 
requests should be made at 
least ten business days before 
the hearing.
This hearing will be hosted, or 
a cancellation announcement 
posted, on the internet at on 
the internet at https://www.
mass.gov/orgs/highway-divi-
sion/events.
JONATHAN GULLIVER		
CARRIE E. LAVALLEE
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR		
CHIEF ENGINEER

10/9/25, 10/16/25
EV, C, CT

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: Moe Brothers 
d/b/a Nocturno
158 Broadway, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing 

Commission, 
November 13, 2025

Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be held 
at 500 Broadway Chelsea, 
MA. Council Chambers 
by the Chelsea Licensing 
Commission on Thursday, 
November 13, 2025 at 6:00 
p.m. for a Change of Hours 
(Thursday-Sunday closing at 
2 a.m. and Saturday-Sunday 
opening at 12 p.m.) of an All 
Kinds of Alcohol (on premise) 
License application and an 
Amusement & Entertainment 
License application for Moe 
Brothers. d/b/a Nocturno at 
158 Broadway, Chelsea, MA. 
02150.  Please be advised that 
you must notify, via Certified 
Return Receipt mail, all abut-
ters of this hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

10/16/25, 10/23/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 90 
of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts and pursuant to Section 
6-3 of the Charter of the City of 
Chelsea that a Public Hearing 
of the Chelsea Traffic and 
Parking Commission will be 
held on:
Wednesday, November 5, 2025 
at 6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 of the 
Charter of the City of Chelsea, 

the purpose of the public 
hearing is to receive comments 
regarding the international 
street safety action plan, Vision 
Zero Chelsea.
Copies and filings may be 
viewed at the City Clerk’s 
Office. 
Per Order
Chief Keith E. Houghton 
Chairperson

10/16/25, 10/30/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS FIRE 
PROTECTION SERVICES

The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking
 Bids for marked “CHELSEA 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS FIRE PROTEC-
TION SERVICES”.
Invitation for Bids will be 
available on or after October 
16, 2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php.  
Bids must be sealed and clear-
ly marked “CHELSEA PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS FIRE PROTECTION 
SERVICES” and submitted to 
the Office of the Chief Procure-
ment Officer, City Hall, 500 
Broadway Room 204, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts.
• GENERAL BIDS will be 
received no later than 10:00 
AM on November 06, 2025 
and publicly opened.
General bidders must be 
certified by the Division of 
Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance (DCAMM) – 
ALARM SYSTEMS category and 
must submit a current DCAMM 
Certificate of Eligibility and 
signed DCAMM Prime Update 
Statement.
•Filed sub-bides will be 
received no later than10:00AM 
on October 30, 2025 and 
publicly opened.
Filed sub-bidders must be 
DCAMM certified for the 
trades listed below and 
bidders must include a current 
DCAMM Sub-Bidder Certificate 
of Eligibility and a signed 
DCAMM Sub-Bidder’s Update 
Statement.  
Filed sub-bids category: FIRE 

PROTECTION SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM 
Each bid must be accompanied 
by a certified check, issued by 
a responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond duly 
executed by the bidder as 
principal and having as surety 
thereon a surety company 
approved by the City, all in the 
amount of 5% of the bid pay-
able to the “City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
149.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

10/16/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WEST CHELSEA ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT STUDY PHASE 2
The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking 
Request for Proposals for 
“WEST CHELSEA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT STUDY PHASE 
2”.  
Request for Proposals will be 
available on or after October 
16, 2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed and 
clearly marked “WEST CHEL-
SEA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
STUDY PHASE 2” and submit-
ted to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no later 
than 10:00AM on Thursday, 
October 30, 2025.
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 

formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

10/16/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

WATER METERS AND ADVANCED 
METERING INFRASTRUCTURE

The City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts, through its Chief 
Procurement Officer, is seeking 
Request for Proposals for “WA-
TER METERS AND ADVANCED 
METERING INFRASTRUCTURE”.  
Request for Proposals will be 
available on or after October 
23, 2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked “WATER 
METERS AND ADVANCED 
METERING INFRASTRUCTURE” 
and submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, November 06, 2025.
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

10/16/25
C
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Special to the Record

The Massachusetts Cau-
cus of Women Legislators 
(MCWL), in partnership 
with Senator Michael Rush, 
the Ellie Fund, and the Bos-
ton Breast Cancer Equity 
Coalition, launched Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
on Wednesday, October 1, 
2025, with a powerful event 
at the Massachusetts State 
House Grand Staircase.

The program spotlight-
ed the stark racial and so-
cioeconomic disparities in 
breast cancer outcomes and 
emphasized urgent policy 
solutions to ensure equi-
table access to care for all 
women.

Attendees, dressed in 
pink, stood in solidarity 
with survivors, families, 
and advocates.

Voices for Change
The event featured inspir-

ing remarks from leaders in 
medicine, advocacy, and 
government, including:

• Dr. Ana Gunturi, Chief 
Oncologist, Lowell General 
Hospital

• Magnolia Contreras, 
Vice President of Commu-
nity Health, Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute

• Meredith Mendelson, 
Executive Director, Ellie 
Fund

• Representative Jessica 
Giannino (D-Revere), spon-
sor of legislation expanding 
access to patient navigators

• Senator Robyn Kenne-
dy (D-Worcester) and Rep-
resentative Christine Barber 
(D- Somerville), Co-Chairs 
of the MCWL

Senator Rush, Senate 

Majority Whip, under-
scored the importance of 
recent legislative victories, 
including An Act Relative 
to Breast Cancer Equity 
and Early Detection, which 
takes effect

January 1, 2025. “Our 
work reflects a clear and 
unwavering message: af-
fordability and accessibility 
should never be barriers to 
care,” Rush stated.

Stories of Resilience
The event also highlight-

ed the Faces of Faith pho-
tography exhibit, created 
by the Faith-Based Cancer 
Disparities Network and 
Dana-Farber/Harvard Can-
cer Center. The exhibit lifts 
up the voices and portraits 
of survivors, honoring their 
strength while challenging 
stigma around cancer treat-
ment.

Meredith Mendelson of 
the Ellie Fund reinforced 
the event’s call to action: 
“Together, we are moving 
beyond raising awareness. 
We are creating action by 
removing barriers to care 
and expanding access to 
life-saving treatment.”

Closing Gaps in Care
The Women’s Caucus 

emphasized its commit-
ment to viewing breast 
cancer through the lens of 
health equity. “While Mas-
sachusetts leads in medical 
innovation, too many wom-
en—especially women of 
color and those in under-
served communities—still 
face barriers to early detec-
tion, timely treatment, and 
survival,” said Co-Chairs 
Senator Kennedy and Rep-

resentative Barber. “That is 
why we are proud to partner 
with the Ellie Fund, whose 
services—from nutritious 
meals to transportation and 
childcare—ease everyday 
burdens so patients can fo-
cus on recovery and heal-
ing.”

Magnolia Contreras of 
Dana-Farber added: “We 
are extremely grateful to 
Governor Healey and the 
Legislature for the passage 

of the breast cancer equity 
law, which will save more 
lives. Dana-Farber remains 
committed to advancing eq-
uity—including through our 
mobile mammography van, 
which has brought breast 
health education and screen-
ing to more than 24,000 
women across underserved 
neighborhoods since 2002.”

The Ellie Fund provides 
essential support services—
such as grocery gift cards, 

delivered meals, transpor-
tation, childcare reimburse-
ment, housekeeping, and 
integrative therapies—at no 
cost to patients undergoing 
treatment in Massachusetts. 
By reducing the daily stress-
es of life, the Ellie Fund al-
lows patients to focus on 
what matters most: family, 
recovery, and healing.

Founded in 1975, the 
MCWL is the longest con-
tinuously operating biparti-

san women’s caucus in the 
nation. With 62 members, 
the Caucus advances pol-
icies that promote wom-
en’s economic opportunity, 
health equity, and leader-
ship in government.

Massachusetts legisla-
tors, staff, care providers, 
and partners united in sol-
idarity to kick off Breast 
Cancer Awareness and Ac-
tion Month on October 1, 
2025 at the MA State House.

Massachusetts leaders kick off Breast Cancer Awareness Month with equity-focused event

Massachusetts legislators and elected officials standing together in solidarity for Breast Cancer Awareness and Action Month on 
October 1, 2025 at the MA State House.

Special to the Journal

NeighborHealth’s Neigh-
borhood PACE program, a 
nationally recognized pro-
gram providing comprehen-
sive, coordinated care for 
older adults, is celebrating 
35 years of service to Great-
er Boston communities. 
As part of this milestone 
celebration, the program’s 
largest center at 10 Garo-
falo Street in Revere has 
been rededicated in honor 
of Rita Sorrento, a lifelong 
advocate for older adults 
and longtime chair of the 
NeighborHealth Board of 
Directors. The celebration 
also coincides with Nation-
al PACE Month, which rec-
ognizes the impact of Pro-
grams of All-Inclusive Care 
for the Elderly nationwide.

Since its founding in 
1990, Neighborhood PACE 
has helped thousands of 
older adults maintain their 
independence while receiv-
ing the medical care, social 
support, and daily assis-
tance they need to thrive at 
home. Operated by Neigh-
borHealth, the program has 
become a trusted lifeline for 
seniors across East Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop, 
Everett, Malden, and sur-
rounding communities.

“For more than three de-
cades, Neighborhood PACE 
has stood for dignity, com-
passion, and community,” 
said Ernani J. DeAraujo, 
Vice President and Execu-
tive Director of Neighbor-
hood PACE. “In addition 
to the program being a cor-

nerstone of how we care for 
older adults, it’s also a na-
tional model for whole-per-
son care. It’s only fitting 
that we mark this anniver-
sary by honoring Rita Sor-
rento and her late husband, 
James, whose dedication 
has helped make this pro-
gram what it is today.”

The event, held on Thurs-
day, September 25, in the 
day room of the newly ded-
icated Rita & James Sorren-
to Center for Senior Care, 
included dozens of PACE 
supporters, past and present. 
Sorrento, who has served as 
NeighborHealth board chair 
for more than two decades, 
was recognized for her out-
standing commitment to 
older adults and her role in 
shaping the program’s mis-
sion and impact.

“This program has al-
ways been about keeping 
people healthy, connect-
ed and supported as they 
age,” said Rita Sorrento. 
“I’ve seen firsthand the 
difference PACE makes 
for participants and their 
families, and I’m so proud 
to have played a part in its 
growth. This recognition is 
deeply meaningful, but the 
true honor has been walk-
ing alongside the team and 
community that makes this 
work possible. I’m humbled 
and incredibly honored by 
this rededication.”

From its origins as a sin-
gle-site initiative in East 
Boston, Neighborhood 
PACE has evolved into a 
robust, person-centered 
program with five sites 

throughout Greater Boston 
serving over 900 partici-
pants each year. It integrates 
primary and specialty care, 
rehabilitation, mental health 
support, social services, 
nutrition, transportation, 
and home care into one 
seamless experience, help-
ing participants live safely 
and independently in their 
homes and communities.

“Early on, Rita recog-
nized PACE’s ability to 
transform lives, not just for 
seniors, but for their care-
givers as well,” said Dr. Jim 
Pedulla, Medical Director 
and primary care provider 
for Neighborhood PACE for 
over 30 years. “As some-
one responsible for caring 
for so many in her own 
life, Rita has been a stead-
fast supporter of the PACE 
program, appreciating our 
team’s unique ability to 
nurture both independence 
and better health for frail 
seniors. Her encouragement 
has shaped our team and the 
way we deliver services. It’s 
truly special to honor her in 
this way as we celebrate 35 
years of PACE.”

NeighborHealth, for-
merly East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, is 
one of the nation’s largest 
Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health system 
in Massachusetts, serving 
over 130,000 people and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) as 
a National Quality Lead-

er. For more than 50 years, 
NeighborHealth has offered 
access to comprehensive 
primary care, specialty care 
and emergency care for 
patients in the Common-
wealth. In a first-of-its-kind 
merger in 2020, East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center joined forces with 
the South End Community 
Health Center and expand-
ed services to patients who 
live and work in Boston’s 
South End and Roxbury 
neighborhoods. Neighbor-
Health champions innova-
tive care models to actively 
bridge health equity gaps 
in our low-income and im-
migrant communities with 
services unique from other 
healthcare providers in our 
state. For more information, 
visit www.neighborhealth.
com.

Neighborhood PACE celebrates 35 years of Aging 
with Dignity and announces building rededication 

in honor of longtime board chair Rita Sorrento

(From left to right) Ernani DeAraujo, Vice President, NeighborHealth and Executive Director, 
Neighborhood PACE; Dr. Jim Pedulla, Medical Director, Neighborhood PACE; Rita Sorrento, 
Board Chair, NeighborHealth; Massachusetts Sen. Lydia Edwards; Carolyn Gagnon, Director of 
Operations and Administration, Neighborhood PACE; Tina Smith, Director of Clinical Opera-
tions, Neighborhood PACE, accept a certificate of recognition from the senator for 35 years of 
excellence in senior care.

Longtime NeighborHealth Board Chair and PACE advocate 
Rita Sorrento stands alongside the placard naming the Revere 
PACE center as the Rita and James Sorrento Center.

Ashley Casey, Director of Quality and Clinical Initiatives, 
Neighborhood PACE, and Lidia Hernandez, Member Experi-
ence Manager, Neighborhood PACE, chat with Revere PACE 
participant Joanne LaRosa at the event at 10 Garofalo Street.

tent to Distribute Class C 
(Clonazepam), and

• Possession with Intent 
to Distribute Class E (Gab-
apentin)

Chief Keith E. Houghton 

commended the investiga-
tors for their diligence.

“This case demonstrates 
the commitment of our of-
ficers to disrupt the flow 
of dangerous and addictive 

prescription narcotics into 
our community,” Houghton 
said. “Our department will 
continue to pursue those 
who profit from those suf-
fering from addiction and 

work with our regional part-
ners to hold them account-
able.”

Vega was arraigned in 
Chelsea District Court on 
the Chelsea charges.

Police //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Special to the Record

On Tuesday, Oct. 7, 25th 
commissioner of the Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) Pedro 
Martinez visited the Chel-
sea Public Schools for the 
first time. The Berkowitz 
Elementary School, a 2024 
DESE School of Recog-
nition, welcomed the new 
commissioner with an after-
noon of visiting

classrooms and mean-
ingful conversations with 
school administrators, 
teachers and students.

Martinez became the 
DESE Commissioner on 
July 1, 2025 after serving as 
the Chicago Public Schools 
CEO for four years. As part 
of his first year in the Com-
monwealth, he has been 
visiting different schools 
and districts across the state 
with Chelsea being the lat-
est stop.

On Tuesday, Chelsea 
Public Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Almi G. Abeyta, 
the Chelsea School Com-
mittee and Chelsea Teach-
ers’ Union joined the Ber-
kowitz School team to give 
him a tour of

the elementary school 
and speak about CPS. State 
Senator Sal DiDomencio, 
State Representative Judith 
Garcia and Chelsea City 
Manager Fidel Maltez par-
ticipated in the school visit 
too.

“We were honored to 
welcome our new Com-
missioner,” said Abeyta. 

“Our educators and students 
at Berkowitz Elementary 
School demonstrated their 
incredible dedication and 
passion for learning. It was 
truly a proud moment for 
me as superintendent.”

“We were honored to 
share our passion and love 
for teaching with the com-
missioner,” added William 
A. Berkowitz Elementary 
School Principal Blanca Re-
strepo. “In these challeng-
ing times, we are especially 
grateful for the opportunity 
to highlight the best practic-
es of our staff, families, and 

students, and to elevate the 
strength and resilience of 
our community.”

The commissioner’s time 
at the elementary complex 
began with the Berkowitz 
School administration who 
shared a presentation about 
their school, highlighting 
their instructional

vision, student data and 
family engagement. He vis-
ited classrooms next where 
he observed student learn-
ing in the content areas of 
math and reading utilizing 
high quality instructional 
materials. His visit ended 

with a powerful discussion 
with Berkowitz educators 
who shared insights about 
the importance of collabora-
tion in their work to support 
every student and using stu-
dent data to understand and 
support every learner.

The visit highlighted 
the district’s commitment 
to collaboration and con-
tinuous improvement, and 
provided an opportunity to 
share the name, strength 
and story of Chelsea Public 
Schools with state leader-
ship.

Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check

chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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Chelsea Public Schools welcomes new DESE Commissioner Pedro Martinez for special visit
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CALVIN T. BROWN
FOR COUNCILOR DISTRICT EIGHT (8)
 COMMITTED TO OUR COMMUNITY””Paid political advertisement

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The American Kennel 
Club (AKC) recognizes 15 
Spaniel Dog Breeds. Some, 
like the Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel, Cocker 
Spaniel, English Cocker 
Spaniel, English Spring-
er Spaniel, and Papillon, 
are popular breeds. Others, 
such as the Nederlandse 
Kooikerhondje, English 
Toy Spaniel, Boykin Span-
iel, and Clumber Spaniel, 
are less well-known.

Spaniels are sporting 
dogs, bred to flush out game 
and retrieve. Like other 
dogs bred for this work, 
such as pointers, setters, 
and retrievers, they enjoy 

a good game of fetch and 
bring back a ball or a stick. 

While most spaniels en-
joy the water, the American 
Water Spaniel and the Irish 
Water Spaniel are great 
swimmers, with the latter 
called “Among the cham-
pion swimmers of dog-
dom…” by the AKC.

Living with a Spaniel
In an article by Gemma 

Johnstone writing for The 
Spruce Pets, she gave her 
top tip as, “Spaniels tend 
to be high-energy, agile, 
and driven. Because of this, 
they’re generally best suited 
to living in an active house-
hold. Problem behaviors can 

quickly surface if they don’t 
get enough exercise and 
enrichment. These breeds 
often make fantastic hiking, 
canicross, or competitive 
dog sports partners.” (Cani-
cross is a dog sport in which 
the human runner is pulled 
along by a line connected to 
their dog.)

Spaniels are intelligent 
and respond well to posi-
tive rewards and lifelong 
training. The same desire 
to please that makes them 
great companions for hunt-
ers and working in packs 
rewards guardians who take 
the time to train them to be 
excellent family dogs. It 
is in their nature to be af-
fectionate, loyal, and good 

City Paws

Spaniels

When we think of Spaniels, we think of kind faces and loving eyes like this gorgeous dog. 
(Photo by Phil Robson)

Chelsea Superintendent of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta with DESE 
Commissioner Pedro Martinez and a student.

New DESE Commissioner Pedro Martinez recently visited the Chelsea schools.

with children. 
Health Issues

As with any group of 
dogs with similar physi-
cal characteristics, span-
iels may have some com-
mon health issues. Those 
long floppy ears need to be 
checked regularly for possi-
ble ear infections, especial-
ly after swimming and wet 
weather. Cockers and King 
Charles are among the span-
iels that might suffer from 
heart disease or congenital 
heart defects. 

Many spaniels are 
food-oriented and can be-
come obese if their food and 
exercise are not well-bal-
anced. Not all rewards have 
to be food. Remember the 
drive to retrieve and consid-
er making a game of fetch 
or playing with a favorite 
ball or toy as a routine re-
ward. For those with a more 

food-oriented approach, you 
can use low-calorie training 
treats or vegetables, such as 
cut-up carrots or slivers of 
cheese, as rewards.

We recently learned a 
great deal about Springer 
Spaniels from the book and 
audiobook “A Dog’s Quest 
to Be a Buddhist,” part of 
“The Enlightened Spaniel 
Trilogy” by Gary Heads. 
These books are written and 
narrated from the point of 
view of Bertie, a six-year-
old Springer Spaniel, as he 
and his half-sister investi-
gate meditation and the his-
tory of their breed.

Having known a good 
number of Springers over 
the years, Bertie’s attitudes, 
observations, and the differ-
ences between him and his 
half-sister ring true. Bertie 
is all about adventure, in-
vestigation, and action, and 

she is happier resting and 
thinking about food. We 
highly recommend this fun-
ny take on a dog’s point of 
view to dog lovers and those 
exploring meditation.

If you are thinking of add-
ing a Spaniel to your fam-
ily, research the strengths, 
weaknesses, health issues, 
and grooming requirements 
of the specific breed that 
interests you. Then decide 
if you will rescue, for ex-
ample, from a breed-specif-
ic rescue group or buy one 
from a breeder. In the case 
of a breeder, investigate the 
person and their reputation 
carefully before considering 
a purchase.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.


