
Special to the Record

It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the pass-
ing of Eric Lee, who passed 
away on July 29, 2025, after 
a battle with cancer. He was 
76 years old.

Born on April 22, 1949, 
and raised in Chelsea, Mas-
sachusetts, Eric was the 
son of the late James and 
Edith Lee. He later settled 
in Everett, where he raised 
his beloved son, Ryan. Eric 
was a devoted husband to 
Cheryl Lee, with whom he 
shared 49 years of love and 
partnership.

Eric’s professional ca-
reer was distinguished by 
his dedication and exper-
tise. He worked for many 

years at Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, holding key roles in 
corporate training, staffing, 
and diversity management. 
His efforts to foster inclu-

Special to the Record

The Chelsea Fire De-
partment (CFD) recently 
completed a 90-Day tri-
al to evaluate how adding 
another fire truck engine 
to its fleet of fire vehicles 
could improve emergen-
cy response services and 
is pleased to report that the 
additional engine resulted 
in fire fighters having faster 
response times, improved 
reliability, and better avail-
ability for the public during 
emergency situations. 

The trial began March 
23, 2025, after the depart-
ment saw an increase in 
demand for its emergency 
services and a high number 

of multiple-alarm fires in 
Chelsea in 2024. The trial 
ended June 22, just before 
the Fall River fire that took 
the lives of 10 people living 
at an assisted living facility 
this past July.

“These kinds of emer-
gencies are a stark reminder 
of how critical it is to have 
enough fire engines and fire 
fighters available and ready 
to respond. In a densely 
populated city like Chel-
sea, every second counts,” 

said Chelsea Fire Chief 
John Quatieri.  “One year 
ago, 50 Chelsea residents 
were displaced after a dev-
astating fire rendered their 
homes at 185 Washington 
Street unlivable. The ability 
to respond quickly to fires 
like this one can mean the 
difference between saving 
a home or a life, and losing 
one.”

Before the trial period, 
Chelsea Fire’s response 
times were generally con-

sidered technically slow, 
with emergency calls tak-
ing approximately 6 min-
utes. However, during the 
trial, the majority of calls 
were answered within the 
department’s goal time of 
approximately 5 minutes.  
This improvement comes 
at a time when the need for 
faster, more effective emer-
gency response has never 
been clearer.  

“This improvement to 
Chelsea Fire’s emergency 
response times represents 
lives potentially saved. 
It’s scary to know that fa-
tal fires, like the one that 
just happened in Fall Riv-
er that took the lives of 10 
people, could happen here. 
As the demands on our first 
responders increase, as wit-
nessed in 2024, we must 
ensure our fire department 
has the tools and resources 
needed to keep Chelsea res-
idents safe in any emergen-

CFD announces success of 90-day fourth engine trial
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Raising the bar 
Chelsea students post best Advanced 
Placement exam results in five years

Chelsea’s Engine 4.

COURTESY PHOTO

Shown (left ot right) are Superintendent Dr. Almi G. Abeyta, 
Class of 2025 Salutatorian Angelina Agostini, Class of 2025 
Valedictorian Holly Hatleberg and Chelsea High School Inter-
im Principal Alan Beausoleil. Angelina and Holly both earned 
AP Scholar with Distinction honors for receiving an average 
score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or 
higher on five or more of these exams.

Special to the Record

Chelsea high school stu-
dents raised the bar on Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) ex-
ams in 2025, achieving the 
district’s strongest perfor-
mance in at least five years. 

The number of students 
taking exams, total exams 
completed, scores of 3 or 
higher, and students rec-
ognized as AP Scholars all 
reached their highest levels 
since 2020.

Last year, 351 students 
completed 603 AP exams 
across 16 subject areas. 
Forty percent of all exams 
received a score of 3 or 
higher, which is consid-
ered a passing score and 
one that may earn college 
credit at many institutions 
nationwide. In addition, 40 
students received the AP 
Scholar Award, which rec-
ognizes students who score 
a 3 or higher on three or 
more AP exams.

“We are extremely proud 
of our students’ achieve-
ments on the AP exams this 
year,” said Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Almi Abey-
ta. “This is evidence that 

we are recovering from the 
pandemic. This is a huge 
accomplishment for our stu-
dents and teachers.”

Among the highlights of 
the exam results, 25 stu-
dents earned a 5 on the AP 
Spanish Language and Cul-
ture exam, the highest score 
possible and one that serves 
as an indication of mastery 
in the subject matter. Fifty 
percent of students taking 
Calculus AB earned either 
a 4 or 5 and 25 percent of 
students taking Statistics 
earned at 4 or 5. One hun-
dred and seventeen students 
took AP English Language 
and Composition, the most 
of any exam in the school 
district.

Of the 40 students who 
received the AP Schol-
ar Award, eight earned 
AP Scholar with Distinc-
tion and seven earning 
AP Scholar with Honor. 
“Scholar with Distinction” 
is granted to students who 
receive an average score of 
at least 3.5 on all AP Ex-
ams taken, and scores of 3 
or higher on five or more 

City awards over $1.7 million in local grants to strengthen 
housing, historic preservation, and community resilience

Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea has 
awarded more than $1.7 
million in grants to local 
organizations and residents 
through its Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) 
and Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund (AHTF) spring 
2025 grant programs. The 
funding supports affordable 
housing, historic preserva-

tion, emergency assistance, 
and the revitalization of 
public spaces in Chelsea.

The grant recipients were 
recommended/selected by 
Chelsea residents who serve 
on the Community Preser-
vation Committee (CPC) 
and Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund Board (AHT-
FB) – volunteer boards that 
review applications and 
vote or recommend awards, 

ensuring that funding deci-
sions are rooted in commu-
nity priorities.

“The Chelsea residents 
who volunteer their time on 
these boards play a central 
role in the grantmaking pro-
cess,” said Bianca Merca-
do, Housing & Community 
Preservation Manager for 
the City of Chelsea. “They 
help ensure community 
voices guide how public 

resources are invested. It’s 
a privilege to work along-
side residents with a shared 
vision for a more inclusive 
Chelsea.”

This spring’s awards re-
flect Chelsea’s deep com-
mitment to equity, afford-
ability, and neighborhood 
vitality, and deliver tangible 
results for families, renters, 

THE CITY OF CHELSEA CELEBRATES NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

The City of Chelsea celebrated National Night out at the Williams Mid-
dle School where residents could talk with several city agencies while 
enjoying pizza, ice cream and other refreshments.

Enjoying some delicious pizza, Eliza 
Martinez with Caludia Hernandez.

Who doesn’t love free ice cream, the Chelsea Police Department has their own ice 
cream truck, providing free ice cream at lots of community events, National Night 
Out last Tuesday night was no exception. Members of the CPD Youth Academy 
helped pass out lots of icy treats, Anderson Herrera, Jose Martinez, and Yariman 
Perez. See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.
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Eric Lee, devoted husband, 
father, and brother, member 
of prominent Chelsea family

APPRECIATION

Eric Lee
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of these exams. “Scholar 
with Honor” is granted to 
students who receive an av-
erage score of at least 3.25 
on all AP exams taken, and 
scores of 3 or higher on four 
or more of these exams.

Additionally, 22 students 
completed at least five AP 
exams and three students 
took at least 10 exams. Stu-
dents completed exams in 
the following subjects: Art 
History, Biology, Calculus 
AB and BC, Chemistry, 
Computer Science A, Draw-
ing, English Language and 
Composition, English Lit-
erature and Composition, 
Music Theory, Physics 1, 
Spanish Language and Cul-
ture, Spanish Literature and 
Culture, Statistics, United 

States History and World 
History: Modern.

The success of Chelsea 
students on AP exams is 

a testament to their hard 
work and commitment, the 
high-quality instruction pro-
vided by Chelsea educators, 

and the district’s ongoing 
investments in instructional 
materials and academic sup-
port, Abeyta said.

Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check

chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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News Briefs

DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF 
FACING CHARGES IN 
NASHVILLE

A Chelsea Fire Depart-
ment Deputy Chief was 
arrested in Nashville at the 
beginning of the month and 
placed on paid administra-
tive leave by the city.

Deputy Fire Chief Mike 
Masucci was arrested in 
Nashville, Tennessee, and 
charged with assault on a 
law enforcement officer, 
along with offensive con-
tact, according to the City 
of Nashville’s booking web-
site.

No further details were 
available on the incident 
from Nashville officials.

According to Chelsea 
city officials, Masucci was 
placed on paid administra-
tive leave pending an inves-
tigation following the arrest 
on Saturday, August 2.

A city spokesperson stat-
ed that the investigation is 
a neutral procedural action 
that allows for a full and fair 
review while preserving the 
due process rights afforded 
to all public employees.

A 24-year-old relative of 
Masucci’s was also arrest-
ed on August 2 and charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
resisting arrest, according 
to Boston.com. The two are 
due back in court in early 
September for a potential 
settlement.

FOR EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 
AWARENESS 
MONTH: SIGN  
UP FOR CITY OF 
CHELSEA RESIDENT 
ALERT SYSTEM

Chelsea’s Director of 
Emergency Management 
Steve Staffier is leveraging 
National Emergency Man-
agement Awareness Month 
to highlight the importance 
of signing up for the City 
of Chelsea Resident Alert 
System, a critical tool that 

allows the City to commu-
nicate quickly and direct-
ly with residents via text, 
phone call, and/or email 
during emergency situa-
tions, such as severe weath-
er, evacuations, or when 
planned, or unexpected, 
road closures take place.

 “When you sign up for 
these alerts, you become 
part of the City’s response 
network. You gain access to 
critical information, no mat-
ter where you are during a 
citywide emergency,” said 
Director Staffier.

Community members can 
choose to receive alerts via 
phone call, text message, 
email, or all of the above. To 
sign up for the City of Chel-
sea Resident Alert System, 
visit www.chelseama.gov/
signup.

It’s also critical that the 
City has up-to-date contact 
information for those al-
ready in the Alert Systems’ 
database. Those who need 
assistance in signing up or 
updating their information, 
can contact Chelsea 311 at 
617-466-4109 during City 
Hall business hours.

Staffier has led Chelsea’s 
emergency management ef-
forts since the COVID-19 
pandemic. Since then, he 
has focused his work on 
building resilient systems 
that protect the commu-
nity before, during, and 
after a crisis. Under his 
leadership and in coordi-
nation with other City de-
partments including Police, 
Fire, and Health, Chelsea 
has launched several pro-
grams aimed at increasing 
emergency readiness, from 
the Citywide Emergency 
Evacuation Plan to the Safe-
tyNet Tracking Program 
and an Emergency Housing/
Sheltering Program for dis-
placed residents.

For questions about the 
emergency management, 
please contact the Office of 
Emergency Management at 
oem@chelseama.gov.

Suffolk County Sheriff indicted for alleged extortion of cannabis company
Special to the Record

Suffolk County Sheriff 
Steven W. Tompkin was 
charged with extortion in-
volving the purchase of an 
equity interest in a Bos-
ton-based cannabis compa-
ny by federal authorities last 
week. 

Tompkins, 67, of Boston, 
was indicted by a federal 
grand jury on two counts of 
Extortion Under Color of 
Official Right. He was taken 
into custody last week in the 
Southern District of Florida 
and is scheduled to appear 
in federal court in Boston 
at a later date, according to 
the Boston office of the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office.

“Mr. Tompkins is a sit-
ting Sheriff, responsible for 
over 1,000 employees, who 
was elected by the good 
people of Suffolk County,” 
said United States Attorney 
Leah B. Foley last week. 
“Today, he is alleged to 
have extorted an executive 
from a cannabis company, 
using his official position as 
Sheriff to benefit himself. 
Elected officials, particular-
ly those in law enforcement, 
are expected to be ethical, 
honest and law abiding – 
not self-serving.

“His alleged actions are 
an affront to the voters and 
taxpayers who elected him 
to his position, and the 
many dedicated and hon-
est public servants at the 
Suffolk County Sheriff’s 
Department,” Foley con-
tinued. “The people of Suf-
folk County deserve better. 
Public corruption remains a 
top priority for my adminis-
tration and we will continue 
to investigate and prosecute 
anyone who uses their posi-
tion of trust and power for 
their own gain.”

As of early this week, 
neither Tompkins nor the 
Suffolk County Sheriff’s 
Department had issued a 
statement on the charges.

According to court doc-
uments, in 2019, the canna-
bis company, which was not 
named in the documents, 
sought to open a retail can-
nabis dispensary in Boston 
and applied to the Massa-
chusetts Cannabis Control 
Commission (CCC) for a 
dispensary license. To satis-
fy the Positive Impact Plan 
(PIP) requirement of the 

CCC, the company entered 
into a partnership with the 
Suffolk County Sheriff’s 
Department (SCSD) where-
by the SCSD would help 
screen and refer graduates 
of its re-entry program to 
apply for work at the com-
pany’s retail store.

The cannabis company’s 
partnership with the SCSD 
was memorialized in a Sep-
tember 2019 letter signed 
by Tompkins and submitted 
to the CCC in its complet-
ed dispensary license ap-
plication in or about March 
2020, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office. In or 
about March 2021, the CCC 
approved a license for the 
company to operate a can-
nabis dispensary in Boston. 
The CCC later approved li-
cense renewal applications 
for the company in 2021, 
2022 and 2023. In each of 
the renewal applications, 
the company included its 
ongoing partnership with 
the SCSD as part of its ful-
fillment of the PIP require-
ment.      

According to court doc-
uments, one of the canna-
bis company’s goals was 
to raise capital to launch 
an initial public offering 
(IPO) and then continue its 
growth as a publicly traded 
company. Company offi-
cials, including a company 
executive identified as In-
dividual A, sought multi-
million-dollar investments 
from institutions or other 
high net-worth, sophisticat-
ed investors in order to raise 
capital. That company’s of-
ficials, including Individual 
A, were not looking to raise 
capital from the general 

public or small, individual 
investors. Beginning in or 
about mid-2020, the com-
pany began preparing for an 
IPO of stock, which includ-
ed producing audited finan-
cial statements, hiring attor-
neys to ensure compliance 
with securities laws and ob-
taining additional financing 
from large scale and high 
net-worth investors, among 
other things, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

It is alleged that Tomp-
kins pressured Individual 
A for stock, reminding In-
dividual A that Tompkins 
had helped the cannabis 
company in its Boston li-
censing efforts. It is alleged 
that Individual A believed 
and feared that Tompkins 
would use his official posi-
tion as Sheriff to jeopardize 
the company’s partnership 
with the SCSD and thus 
imperil both the dispensa-
ry license for Company A, 
as well as the timing of the 
IPO.In November 2020, 
Tompkins allegedly wired 
a $50,000 payment from his 
retirement account to an ac-
count controlled by Individ-
ual A. Tompkins paid a pre-
IPO price of approximately 
$1.73 per share of company 
stock (equity equivalent to 
28,883 shares) and after a 
reverse stock split, Tomp-
kins held approximately 
14,417 shares at a price of 
approximately $3.46 per 
share.

According to court doc-
uments, in or about mid-
2021, when the cannabis 
company launched its IPO, 
the stock had a value of ap-
proximately $9.60 per share. 
Thus, Tompkins’s $50,000 
purchase of 14,417 shares 
of Company A stock had ap-
preciated to an approximate 
value of $138,403, accord-
ing to the U.S Attorney.

In May 2022, company 
stock decreased in value 
such that Tompkins’s eq-
uity interest in Company 
A stock was worth several 
thousand dollars less than 
the $50,000 he originally 
invested. However, Tomp-
kins allegedly demanded 
a refund of $50,000 and, 
despite the decrease in the 
value of Tompkins’s invest-
ment, Individual A agreed 
to Tompkins’s demands for 
full repayment of $50,000.  

Subsequently, from ap-
proximately May 2022 to 
July 2023, Individual A re-
funded Tompkins $50,000 
investment by issuing 
Tompkins five checks. 
Allegedly in accordance 
with Tompkins’s wishes, 
Individual A wrote mem-
os on certain checks that 
read “loan repayment” and 
“[company] expense” to 
disguise the nature of some 
of the payments:

The charges of extortion 
under color of official right 
each provide for a sentence 
of up to 20 years in prison, 
three years of supervised re-
lease 

“From his very first day 
as Suffolk County Sheriff, 
Steven Tompkins sought to 
portray himself as a man 
of the people – a principled 
public servant and reform-
er, devoted to the cause of 
justice,” said Ted E. Docks, 
Special Agent in Charge of 
the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, Boston Division. 
“That’s why it’s beyond 
disappointing that he’s now 
accused of gaming a system 
instituted in the interests of 
public safety and fair play. 
The FBI took Sheriff Tomp-
kins into custody today for 
allegedly extorting $50,000 
from the owner of a national 
cannabis retailer seeking to 
do business in Boston. 

“We believe what the 
Sheriff saw as an easy way 
to make a quick buck on the 
sly is clear cut corruption 
under federal law,” Docks 
continued. “The citizens of 
Suffolk County deserve bet-
ter, not a man who is accused 
of trading on his position to 
bankroll his own political 
and financial future. Public 
servants must be held to the 
highest of ethical standards, 
and those falling short will 
be rooted out.”

Tompkins was first ap-
pointed Sheriff in 2013, 
elected as Sheriff in a spe-
cial election in or about 
2014, and thereafter elect-
ed to successive six-year 
terms. As Sheriff, Tompkins 
oversees approximately 
1,000 correctional officers 
and other employees re-
sponsible for operating and 
maintaining correctional 
facilities in Boston at the 
House of Correction and the 
Nashua Street Jail.

and homeowners.
Mercado added, “The 

City is investing in projects 
that meet people where they 
are, whether that means 
keeping a roof over their 
head today or building 
homeownership opportuni-
ties for tomorrow.”

The Community Preser-
vation Committee projects 
approved by the City Coun-
cil include:

• $200,000 – Polonia Park 
environmental remediation

• $197,433 – Historic re-
pairs at Walnut Street Syn-
agogue

• $200,000 – The Quinn 
Residences affordable 
homeownership

• $100,000 – La Colabo-
rativa Emergency Housing 
Voucher Program

• $100,000 – TND Top-
Off Rental Assistance for 
families not fully covered 
by state programs

“These projects speak 
directly to Chelsea’s val-
ues—historic pride, housing 
access, and public space for 
all,” said Chelsea resident 
CPC/AHTFB are currently 
reviewing applications for 
their fall funding round and 
spring 2026 applications 
will open in January 2026. 
Michelle Mirthes, Chair of 
the Community Preserva-
tion Committee. “The CPA 
empowers local voices to 
drive investment where it 
matters most.”

The Chelsea AHTFB ap-
proved the following hous-
ing-focused grants:

• $400,000 – The Neigh-
borhood Developers to pre-
serve naturally occurring 

affordable housing
• $200,000 – The Quinn 

Residences
• $100,000 – CAPIC 

Rental Assistance Program
• $180,000 – Chelsea 

Restoration Corporation 
Emergency Mortgage As-
sistance

“This funding reflects a 
strong mix of prevention, 
preservation, and long-
term planning,” said Gerrit 
DeYoung, Chelsea resident 
and Chair of the AHTFB.

“We’re helping renters 
stay housed, homeowners 
avoid crises, and expanding 
our supply of permanently 
affordable homes.”

The Chelsea communi-
ty will have the opportuni-
ty to learn more about the 
projects approved in 2025 
during an Open House tak-
ing place this December of 
this year. Together, these 
Spring 2025 grants demon-
strate the power of commu-
nity-led decision-making, 
cross-sector collaboration, 
and public investment in 
Chelsea’s future.

Grants are funded 
through dedicated local rev-
enue sources.  Spring 2026 
applications will open again 
in January 2026. CPC and 
AHTFB are currently re-
viewing applications for 
their fall funding rounds.

For more information, 
visit chelseama.gov/housing 
or contact the Community 
Preservation Committee at 
communitypreservation@
chelseama.gov and the Af-
fordable Housing Trust 
Fund Board at AHTFB@
chelseama.gov.

Grants // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cy situation,” said Chelsea 
City Manager Fidel Maltez.

The 90-day trial period 
was so successful that the 
department has continued 
to staff the fourth engine be-
yond the conclusion of the 
trial, and the Fire Depart-
ment is currently collabo-
rating with the fire union, 
city administration, and city 
council to explore how to 
make the fourth engine a 
permanent solution.

Chelsea City Council 
President Norieliz DeJesus 
said, “Chief Quatieri has 
led this effort with profes-
sionalism and foresight, 
and the trial results show 
what’s possible when we 
invest in public safety. I’m 
proud of the department’s 
work during this pilot. It’s 
clear the City Council and 
the Fire Department have a 
shared goal of exploring all 
ways we can better protect 

the lives and homes of the 
people of Chelsea.”

A full report detailing the 
trial findings has been sub-
mitted to the City Manager 
and City Council for review 
and can be viewed at chel-
seama.gov/departments/
fire/index.php. 

In total, the engine im-
proved response times 
during emergency situa-
tions; enhanced unit avail-
ability to the public; and 

improved overall depart-
ment operations. The trial 
also made it possible for the 
department to more closely 
align with national staffing 
level recommendations spe-
cific to densely populated 
cities.

To submit feedback, in-
cluding support for the ad-
ditional fire engine, please 
email citymanager@chel-
seama.gov.

CFD // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Students // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Suffolk County Sheriff Steven 
W. Tompkin.
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Special to the Record

Last month at Harvard 
University’s Gutman Li-
brary, two groups represent-
ing Chelsea Public Schools 
presented at the EdRede-
sign’s Institute for Success 
Planning Summer Work-
shop.

First on Tuesday, July 29, 
students, families, and CPS 
staff joined educators from 
across the country to share 
CPS’ learning and speak on 
a panel to educators who 
were preparing to launch 
Student Success Planning in 
their respective districts.

The panel hosted Naviga-
tor Johnny Giraldo, along-
side student Jordan Gutier-
rez (4th grade) and Jordan’s 
mother Cindy Gutierrez, 
as well as Navigator Yrlen 
Ysasis with student Maria 
Montoya (12th grade) and 
Maria’s mother Maritza 
Lara. They shared the depth 
of impact that the program 
has had on themselves and 
their belief in its impact on 
future students and families.

Officer of Student Suc-
cess Planning Ron Schmidt, 
alongside Program Advisor 
Melissa Psallidas, shared 
some of their learning in-
cluding embracing the 
spirit of a pilot, effectively 
collecting data, facilitating 
Professional Development 
for Navigators.

Jordan stole the audience 
with his honesty and humor, 
while his mother shared that 

she now feels connected to 
school and the people who 
are involved in her son’s 
life. Maria’s mother, Marit-
za shared that having a Nav-
igator has improved com-
munication with all of her 
children about both school 
and their futures.

“People think that be-
cause my grades and atten-
dance are good, I don’t need 
help, but I still need sup-
port,” and continued to de-
scribe the impact that her re-
lationship with Yrlen had on 
her postsecondary plans,” 
said CHS senior Maria. 

Maria not only received 
support from her Naviga-
tor – she left the conference 
having made a connection 
in the audience. Maria was 
offered the opportunity to 
attend Harvard Medical 
School’s MEDscience Sum-
mer Program with a full 
scholarship and is set to be-
gin in two weeks.

The following day 
(Wednesday, July 30), a 
group of 10 Chelsea High 
School students and two 
recent graduates from the 
Class of 2025 were panelists 
in a “Town Hall” discussion 
titled, Uplifting the Voices 
of our Youth to Eliminate 
Barriers &amp; Create Op-
portunities. The goal of the 
discussion was to broaden 
the conference attendees’ 
thinking on how to effec-
tively amplify youth voice 
and leadership to address 
barriers and spark opportu-

nities for lasting change.
Students were tasked 

with leading the discussion 
in regards to what attri-
butes young adults feel are 
important and necessary in 
thinking about a caring and 
supporting adult mentor 
(Navigator). Their “Town 
Hall” centered around 4 
key areas; Home and Fam-
ily, Academic Support and 
Learning, Youth Mental 
Health, and Social and 
Society. Students fielded 
questions from the EdRe-
design moderator, as well 
as the adult leaders in the 
audience. The students im-
pressed the educators in at-
tendance with their candor, 
real world examples and 
experiences, and inherent 
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Rare Find! 

FOR RENT

80 Broadway
Revere Office: 1,000 SF with 
Private Parking!

High-visibility Broadway location! This office offers:
 Spacious, customizable layout
 Parking spaces (a Revere rarity!)
 Office or retail space
 Convenient to transit & amenities Don't 

miss out! 
Contact us 

for a showing! 

(617) 699-4190

 Revere Youth Baseball and Softball Fall
Leagues are open for Registration at 
RevereYouthBaseball.org

Season begins on Sept. 6Season begins on Sept. 6thth
TEE BALL: Saturday Mornings 

(Ages 4-6 By May 1, 2025)
MINOR & MAJOR BASEBALL
Sunday & Monday Evenings

(Minors Ages 7-9 & 
Majors Ages 10-12 BY May 1, 

2025)
MINOR SOFTBALL: Sundays 

4PM 
(Ages 7-10 by Dec 31, 2025)

MAJOR SOFTBALL: Tuesday 
7PM 

(Ages 9-13 BY Dec 31, 2025)
BABE RUTH: Saturday & Sunday 

(Ages 13-16 BY May 1, 2025)

Tryout DatesTryout Dates
Minor & Major Baseball Play-Minor & Major Baseball Play-
ers and Major Softball Play-ers and Major Softball Play-

ers are required to try out ers are required to try out 
on one of the below 3 dates. on one of the below 3 dates. 

(Babe Ruth Tryouts TBD)(Babe Ruth Tryouts TBD)
Aug. 17, 18 or 25Aug. 17, 18 or 25thth | 6:00 PM  | 6:00 PM 

Griswold Field Griswold Field 
(684 Washington Ave, Revere, MA (684 Washington Ave, Revere, MA 
02151 behind St. Mary’s Church)02151 behind St. Mary’s Church)

Chelsea schools students and families show how strong relationships drive student success

COURTESY PHOTO

Chelsea students and educators recently took part in EdRedesign’s Institute for Success Planning Summer Workshop at Harvard 
University’s Gutman Library.

  

It's that time
 of year again! 

DEADLINE
TO SUBMIT

SEE IT INSEE IT IN
THE PAPER!THE PAPER!

  

SShhaarree  yyoouurr  ffaavv..  
BBeeaacchh  BBaabbee!!  

AAdduullttss,,  CChhiillddrreenn,,  PPeettss
  AAllll  aarree  wweellccoommee!!

BeachBeach
Baby Baby PaPaggeses

Aug. 21Aug. 21stst
Aug. 15Aug. 15thth

24th

Annual

Photos should be at a beach
or swimming pool setting.

Please include your child's name.

Taking the picture 
with your phone?

Just scan here and attach 
the photo to the email 

that opens up!

care for their fellow young 
adults.

“We were beaming with 
pride when our students and 
families shared with col-
leagues at Harvard the ways 

we are prioritizing trust and 
strong relationships with-
in our school communi-
ty,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta. 
“For us, this work has been 

intentional and essential. We 
firmly believe that parents 
are our partners and that tru-
ly listening to our students 
is key to their success.”

A group of Chelsea Public Schools students, families and staff who presented at Harvard Uni-
versity’s EdRedesign’s Institute for Success Planning Summer Workshop. They shared about the 
impact that CPS’ Navigator program has on developing a strong connection between students/
families and they schools they attend.

The group of Chelsea High School students and recent CHS graduates pictured at Harvard’s 
Gutman Conference Center. They spoke to educators from across the nation at the EdRedesign 
Lab’s Institute for Success Planning Summer Workshop.
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Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDomeni-
co and his legislative col-
leagues have passed a bill 
to distribute $1.2 billion 
among cities and towns to 
maintain and repair roads 
and bridges across the state. 
The funding, derived from 
bonding, will expand the 
Chapter 90 program and 
help address transportation 
related improvements, road 
and bridge repairs, and the 
impacts of climate change 
on local infrastructure.

The bill, which has now 
been signed into law by 
Governor Healey, includes 
a one-year authorization 
of $300 million for the 
Chapter 90 Program, a 50 
per cent increase over past 
funding levels. The bill also 
appropriates $885 million in 
additional funding that will 
help ensure the Common-
wealth is able to achieve 
its long-term transportation 
goals.

“Roads, bridges, the 
MBTA, and regional tran-
sit authorities are all part 
of a transportation network 
that keep our communities 
and economy connected, 

which makes it absolutely 
critical that we guarantee 
this infrastructure is safe, 
fast, and accessible,” said 
Senator DiDomenico, As-
sistant Majority Leader of 
the Massachusetts Senate. 
“These investments will re-
pair outdated transportation 
infrastructure and will help 
protect our transit network 
from climate change relat-
ed risks. These investments 
will have a big impact in my 
district and throughout the 
Commonwealth.”

The one-year $300 mil-
lion authorization in the 
Chapter 90 program fund-
ing represents a historic 50 
per cent increase and in-
cludes:

• $200 million to be dis-
tributed to all municipalities 
based on the standard Chap-
ter 90 program distribution 
formula;

• $100 million to be dis-
tributed to all municipalities 
based solely on road mile-
age.

Funding for three addi-
tional critical programs to 
support various transpor-
tation related projects in-
clude:

• $500 million for the 

Lifecycle Asset Manage-
ment Program (LAMP), 
which supports non-feder-
ally aided roads and targets 
the pavement and bridges 
that are in the worst condi-
tion in the Commonwealth.

• $200 million for a cul-
vert and small bridge repair 
program for municipalities’ 
local culverts and small 

bridges under 20 feet that 
are in a state of disrepair or 
require replacement.

• $185 million for capi-
tal projects to reduce con-
gestion hotspots, funding 
that will be available for 
projects such as shared use 
paths, intersection improve-
ments, railroad grade cross-
ings, and sidewalks.

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...
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Your opinions, please
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WWII ENDED 80 YEARS AGO 

THIS WEEK
This week marks the 80th anniversary of the end of 

World War II. It was on August 14, 1945, that Japanese 
Emperor Hirohito announced Japan’s surrender in a radio 
address to his nation that also was broadcast around the 
world. A  few weeks later, General Douglas MacArthur and 
representatives from the Japanese government signed the 
papers that formalized Japan’s unconditional surrender on 
the battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay.

Japan’s surrender was preceded the week before by the 
dropping of two atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima (August 6) and Nagasaki (August 9). Both of 
those bombs, which fell on targets of minimal (if any) mil-
itary value, killed tens of thousands of civilians and caused 
radiation fallout that affected survivors and ensuing gener-
ations thereafter. 

For those of us whose fathers and uncles served in com-
bat roles in WWII, the marking of the 80th anniversary 
of the end of that conflagration is bittersweet. They were 
members of the Greatest Generation who answered the 
call to rid the world of the evil fascist governments who 
wreaked death and destruction across the globe, eventually 
drawing the United States into the conflict with the sneak 
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.

However, our fathers and uncles have long since passed. 
It is estimated that of the 16 million Americans who served 
in WWII, only about 60,000 are still alive today -- and if 
(God willing) we’re still around 10 years from now to write 
about the 90th anniversary of the end of the war, at most 
there will be only a handful of veterans, who will be ap-
proaching their 110th birthdays, who will still be around.

What is most striking to us about the era of the Greatest 
Generation is that it marked the only time in our nation’s 
history that our citizenry truly was united around a com-
mon cause. Even during the American Revolution, about 
20% of Americans (known as the Tories) remained loyal 
to the British Crown. In the run-up to WWII, a substantial 
number of Americans actually identified as being sympa-
thetic to Hitler and the Nazis, and the country was split 
50/50 as to whether we should provide arms to England 
when it stood alone against Hitler. (President Franklin D.  
Roosevelt eventually persuaded Congress to approve arms 
shipments to England with the Lend-Lease Act.)

Our country’s unity has been fraying slowly but surely 
over the past 80 years, leaving us where we are today: A na-
tion that is far from a “United” States that is segregated into 
red and blue states. When Americans recently were polled 
as to whether they would approve of their child marrying 
a person who belonged to a different political party, only 
four percent said it would be okay. Politics has supplanted 
race, ethnic background, and religion as the driving force 
of division among Americans.

So let us salute the brave Americans who overcame the 
evil that existed in the world 80 years ago. We never should 
forget that their sacrifices enabled America to become the 
greatest nation on earth for those of us who are alive today  
-- their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

SIGNS OF SUMMER’S END
All in all, this has been a pretty good summer.  Despite 

a tough start (when it rained every weekend), the weather 
has been as close to perfect as we could expect for summer 
activities -- and the weatherman is predicting continued dry 
and seasonably-warm weather for the coming two weeks.

The mornings along our coastline have been pleasantly 
placid for those of us who row on the ocean (we belong 
to a rowing club on the South Shore that ventures up and 
down the coast and as far out as Minots Light), while the 
breezes typically have been picking up in the afternoon for 
the sailors.

Our vegetable and flower garden -- which is entirely 
contained in large pots on the deck of our condo --- once 
again has been superb. We’ve had more tomatoes than we 
know what to do -- and nothing beats the pop in our mouths 
of fresh-picked tomatoes in the summer (as opposed to 
those tasteless tomatoes that we have to settle for in grocery 
stores in the winter months).

However, all good things must come to an end, and so 
too it is with summer. The days now are noticeably shorter, 
and with the sunset inching southward each day, the shad-
ows cast in the late afternoon and early evening are far dif-
ferent than they were in June and July.

The blooms of the purple loosestrife (though it is an in-
vasive species, we have to admit it is quite striking with 
its spiky purple flowers) are another harbinger of the back 
nine of summer. So too, are the tips of the marsh grass, 
which a few weeks ago were verdant green, but which now 
are golden-yellow, yet another indication of the inevitable 
downward trajectory of the summer of 2025.

So sadly, with just three weeks to go until Labor Day 
(which occurs very early this year on September 1), yet 
another summer season is winding down.

But for those of us who treasure the hot and humid sum-
mer months, we’re heartened by this realization: Memorial 
Day, 2026, is just nine months away!

Guest Op-ed

Stadium or no Stadium? 
Is that really the question or just more Everett politics?

By Peter Napolitano

I am a lifelong Everett res-
ident, a former City Coun-
cilor and a taxpayer. At the 
last City Council meeting, I 
spoke about the referendum 
regarding construction of a 
professional soccer stadium 
and the potential to send the 
wrong message to the pub-
lic. Ten years ago, the City 
Council started the process 
to convert lower Broadway 
into an Entertainment Dis-
trict. Four existing members 
on the current Council and 
myself as a then Councilor, 
worked hard to make the 
transformation of Everett’s 
defunct industrial area into 
a viable, income generating 
part of our city.

Let me ask you, what 

type of entertainment venue 
could afford to tear down 
this 100-year-old power 
plant, a building that cannot 
be repurposed into some-
thing else. They will need to 
remediate and clean up all 
the land to build new, safe 
construction? This is ultra 
expensive and this project 
will take years to complete. 
Traffic is always a concern, 
but all the traffic studies 
after Encore opened, show 
that only lower Broadway 
has been affected and has 
had little impact on the rest 
of Everett. There is an argu-
ment that there is no pub-
lic parking at the stadium? 
How much parking does 
Fenway Park have? Fenway 
Park relies exclusively on 
public transportation and 

is larger and hundreds of 
times busier than the soccer 
stadium will ever be. Fans 
will have to take advantage 
of public transportation and 
those authorities have years 
to work out a viable trans-
portation plan. Additionally, 
as the Community Benefits 
Agreement, which the city 
is currently negotiating, is 
worked out, the sheer num-
ber of Everett community 
services that will be assist-
ed as the Kraft Group has 
done in Foxborough, will be 
a large boon to our commu-
nity.   

There is another part to 
this that gets little or no dis-
cussion. Phase Two of the 
Encore development across 
the street from the Casino 
was put on hold last year. 

Construction of a profes-
sional soccer stadium next 
door, should bring Encore 
back to the table. When we 
started the rezoning of lower 
Broadway, we had a vision 
for the future of that area. 
The City Council waffling 
on this issue by passing the 
referendum and handing it 
off to the mayor to kill in-
stead of being decisive. Ne-
gotiations are in the process 
and the City should not be 
leave anything on the table, 
but let’s not undermine the 
negotiations with a lot of 
mixed signals. All that mat-
ters is whether this is good 
for Everett and in my opin-
ion, in the long run, it is.

Peter Napolitano is a 
Candidate for Everett City 
Council, Ward 1

DiDomenico and colleagues approve road 
and bridge funding for cities and towns
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Sandra (Young) Padulsky 
peacefully passed away on 
August 9, 2025.

Sandra’s greatest joy was 
her family, and she built 
her life around them. She 
worked for the MBTA, but 
her proudest role was as a de-
voted wife, mother, grand-
mother, and great-grand-
mother. Always up to date 
on the latest trends, she 
carried herself with curios-
ity, style, and heart—never 
leaving the house without 
her hair done up. She had 
a song for every moment, 
often humming or singing 
her way through the day, 
and her quick wit—cap-
tured in her unforgettable 
“Sandraisms” and her warm 
introduction of “Sandy… 
like the beach”—left fami-
ly and friends smiling long 
after the moment passed. 
She was all about uplifting 
others, no matter how she 
was feeling, with a bubbly 
personality and a smile that 
could light up any room.

Sweet and kind, she had 
a talent for making people 
feel special. She loved the 
movies, traveled the world, 
and embraced new experi-
ences, but she treasured her 
home in Chelsea most of all. 
She often said, “It’s better to 
have it and not need it than 
need it and not have it,” and 
she lived by it—always pre-
pared for any occasion.

For 69 years, she was 
a devoted wife to her late 
husband, Morton “Morty” 
Padulsky—a partnership 
filled with love, laughter, 
and cherished memories. 

Beloved mother of 
Karen Poverman and her 
husband, Steve, Robert 
Padulsky, daughter-in-law, 
Mary and Lynda Diamond 

and her husband, John, she 
was the dear sister of the 
late Norton, Elaine, Jordan 
and Carol, and is survived 
by Sheldon, Barbara, and 
Carl; loving grandmother 
of Kristen Padulsky and 
her husband, Philip, the late 
Timothy Padulsky, Stephen 
Padulsky, Michael Padulsky 
and his husband, Rapha-
el Moraes da Fonseca and 
Sarah Diamond and loving 
great-grandmother of Eliza-
beth, William, Thomas and 
Malcolm.

Services were held at the 
Torf Funeral Chapel, 151 
Washington Ave., Chelsea 
on Monday, August 11 at 
12 Noon with interment 
following in Everett. Do-
nations in Sandy’s memory 
may be made to the Tim-
othy Padulsky Memorial 
Trust, 11 Dickson Road, 
Woburn, MA 01801. For 
online guestbook and direc-
tions please visit the funeral 
home website: www.torffu-
neralservice.com.

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a  memoriam in 
the Chelsea Record please 

call 781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Sandra Padulsky
Sweet and kind, she had a talent for making 

people feel special
 

James Barberian
June 30, 1932 – July 31, 2025

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce the 
passing of James Barberian, 
a beloved member of our 
community and a cherished 
friend, who departed this 
life unexpectedly at the age 
of 93 on July 31, 2025.

Born on 
June 30, 1932, 
in Lawrence, 
James was a 
son of the late 

George and Mary (Laloian) 
Barberian. He was a life-
long resident of Chelsea, 
where he attended Wil-
liams School and graduated 
from Chelsea High School. 
During his high school 
years, he distinguished him-
self as captain of the Varsity 
Basketball team, showcas-
ing both his leadership and 
athleticism.

James dedicated 25 years 
of his life to the Massachu-
setts Department of Con-
servation and Recreation, 
working in street mainte-
nance and as a painter until 
his retirement in 1997. A 
proud veteran of the United 
States Air Force, he served 
during the Korean War and 
held the rank of Airman 2nd 
Class upon his discharge in 
1956.

A man of quiet demean-
or and a humorous outlook, 
James was known for his 
joyful presence and his love 
of life’s simple pleasures, 
particularly his frequent 
strolls around Chelsea.

He was the beloved com-
panion of the late Mary Ann 
(Pinabell) Yearout, who 
predeceased him in 2011; 

the dear brother of Lorraine 
Burge of California and the 
late Florence Mazzio, Jo-
seph Barberian and John 
Barberian. He leaves behind 
a loving family, including 
many nieces, nephews, nu-
merous grandnieces, grand-
nephews, and extended 
family members, all who 
will miss him dearly.

In honor of James’s life, 
relatives and friends attend-
ed calling hours and ser-
vices at the Welsh Funeral 
Home,  718 Broadway, 
Chelsea, on Wednesday, 
August 13th. Services con-
cluded with military honors 
and inurnment at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Everett.

As we gather to celebrate 
the life of James Barberi-
an, we reflect on the joy he 
brought to those around him 
and the legacy he leaves be-
hind. May he rest in peace.

To send expressions of 
sympathy, visit www.welsh-
fh.com.

Healey announces successful closure of all hotel shelters, ends state of emergency 
Special to the Record

The final hotel shelters 
closed last week, months 
ahead of schedule, saving 
taxpayers hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars

Governor Maura Healey 
is announcing that the final 
hotel shelters in Massachu-
setts are closed, months 
ahead of schedule. She is 
also formally terminating 
an emergency declaration 
she issued in August 2023, 
which paved the way for re-
forms that successfully low-
ered the size and cost of the 
state’s emergency shelter 
system.

“When we took office, 
families were being placed 
in hotels all across the state, 
and families were staying in 
shelter for months – some-

times years – at a time. 
There was no plan in place 
to reform the shelter system 
to handle the surge in de-
mand, protect taxpayer dol-
lars or help families leave 
shelter. We can all agree that 
a hotel is no place to raise a 
family. So we took action,” 
said Governor Healey. “As 
a result of my reforms and 
our efforts to help families 
get jobs and stable housing, 
we have fewer families in 
shelter than the day we took 
office, and all hotel shelters 
are now closed – months 
ahead of schedule. We’re 
saving taxpayers hundreds 
of millions of dollars and 
putting families on a path to 
self-sustainability.”

“We are deeply grateful 
to the frontline teams whose 
extraordinary work make all 

the difference for families,” 
said Housing and Livable 
Communities Secretary Ed 
Augustus. “The dedication 
of our shelter providers 
ensured that thousands of 
families had access to safe 
shelter and support when 
they needed it most. We 
also thank the communities 
and partners across the state 
who stepped up to help fam-
ilies in need.”

The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration inherited two 
dual challenges when it 
arrived in office in 2023: 
an unprecedented surge 
of families seeking emer-
gency shelter and a flawed 
shelter system that was ill-
equipped to handle such a 
surge. In response, Gover-
nor Healey declared a state 
of emergency and imposed 

a cap on the system at 7,500 
families in 2023. If she 
hadn’t implemented this 
cap, caseload was project-
ed to have reached 13,000 
families by the summer of 
2024. Governor Healey also 
worked with the Legislature 
to reform the Right to Shel-
ter law to implement a six-
month length of stay limit, 
require proof of Massachu-
setts residency and require 
that all family members 
have lawful immigration 
status, with limited exemp-
tions. Governor Healey also 
expanded workforce train-
ing and job placement for 
residents, increased case 
management to help fami-
lies find stable housing, and 
imposed mandatory CORI 
checks for all adults before 
entry into the system.

As a result of Governor 
Healey’s actions, caseloads 
and costs have decreased. 
The number of families in 
shelter is now lower than 
when Governor Healey took 
office in January 2023, and 
all hotel shelters closed as 
of Thursday. Since the start 
of 2025, triple the number 
of families have exited shel-
ter (approximately 4,500) 
than have entered shelter 
(approximately 1,500). Ap-
proximately 85-90 percent 
of families seeking shelter 
are now longtime Massa-
chusetts families.

Historically, Massachu-
setts has turned to hotels 
and motels to shelter home-
less families when tradition-
al shelters reach capacity. In 
2014, 1,500 families were 
being sheltered in hotels 

across the state. The previ-
ous administration turned to 
hotels again in 2022 as the 
number of families seeking 
shelter began to dramatical-
ly increase due to the hous-
ing crisis, failed federal im-
migration policy, and a lack 
of safeguards to control the 
expansion of the shelter sys-
tem.

In addition to hotels, the 
Norfolk Rapid Shelter lo-
cated at the former Bay 
State Correctional Center 
and the Chelsea Rapid Shel-
ter site have also closed.

The reforms implement-
ed by Governor Healey and 
the Legislature will remain 
in place to ensure the con-
tinued sustainability of the 
shelter system and protect 
taxpayer dollars. 

The talented cast and production team of Autophagy, a 
Theatermakers of Today Production, is shown after its August 
8 performance at the Riseman Family Theatre in Chelsea 
Square. From left, actors Ryan Brearly, Ali Stanglewicz, and 
Louise Wade, director Giuseppe Piccirilli, actor Madeline Hae-
fele, and stage manager Fallon Heelen.

Piccirilli directs a talented 
cast to an artistic triumph 
at Riseman Family Theatre

By Cary Shuman

There is still time to see 
Giuseppe Piccirilli’s “Au-
tophagy,” at the Riseman 
Family Theater in Chelsea 
Square.

In his first A Theatermak-
ers of Today Production, 
Piccirilli takes the audience 
on a psychological thriller/
dark comedy eye-opening 
ride.

“We explore themes of 
self-expression, mental 
health, relationships, and 
coming of age,” said Pic-
cirilli, a 22-year-old gradu-
ate of Connecticut College 
where he  received a de-
gree     in theatre. “I think 
it is grounded in realism 
and throughout the show 
we cross the border into 
an absurdist, supernatural 
world.”

The reaction has been 
extremely positive from 
audience members. Actors 
Louise Wade (Chris) Made-
line Haefele (Ada) and 
Ryan Brearly (Cam) have 
an on-stage comradery that 
is noteworthy and and com-
mendable. 

Wade is an accomplish-
ment actor and playwright 
who is a graduate of Con-
necticut College and her fu-
ture is bright, based on her 
superb, all-in performance 
in the play. If Wade were a 
stock, you’d say, invest in 
her wide-ranging abilities 
and the dividends will ar-
rive soon.

Haafele is a rising student 
at Northeastern University 
School of Law who simply 
nails her part in the play. At 
one point, she talks directly 
to the audience and brings 
them along enthrallingly 
for the journey to the fina-
le. Brearly, a theater major 
at Connecticut, excels in 

understated fashion and au-
diences are perplexed by his 
unsettling portrayal of Cam.

Without giving away the 
ending, Stanglewicz, a ju-
nior at Dean College, will 
grab your attention with her 
impactful, dramatic perfor-
mance near the end of the 
show. Stanglewicz’s musi-
cal theater background will 
become vivid with her styl-
ish movements and sheer 
athleticism on stage.

“There has been really 
amazing feedback in terms 
of what people have taken 
away from it,” said Pic-
cirilli, a graduate of Boston 
College High School. “I 
feel that every time we do a 
show, people really react to 
a different scene. Some peo-
ple have been very much 
enthralled by the comedy 
of the earlier scenes in the 
show and other people were 
taken aback by the very 
dramatic and intense end-
ing that we close the show 
with.”

Picciriili knows he drew 
four aces in the cast.

“I can tell you all four 
actors committed their all 
to the process,” credited 
Piccirilli.  “They were con-
stantly willing to explore 
and try new things and very 
helpful in deriving the char-
acter work of the story. And 
it was incredible to work 
with all of them.”

Autophagy brings down 
the curtain with four more 
shows, Thursday through 
Saturday (August 14-16 at 
7 p.m.) and Sunday (August 
17at 2 p.m.).

It’s definitely worth the 
trip to the Riseman Theatre. 
And in a nice treat, you’ll 
get to speak with the actors 
and director immediately 
after the show.
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Central Square Park, 200 Border Street
(Across from Liberty Plaza Shopping Center)

Learn more!

We accept: SNAP/HIP, WIC, Senior Farmers Market 
Coupons, City of Boston Farmers Market Coupons

Wednesdays, 3:00 to 6:30pm
July 2 - October 22, 2025*
*Closing at 6:00pm in October

East Boston Farmers Market

Connect Where
It Counts!

We are looking for
volunteers age 50+ to serve
as reading coaches to help

students in Chelsea

Interested?
Attend an upcoming information

session to learn more!
Wednesday, August 13 

at 3:00 PM.
Chelsea Public Library, 569

Broadway St., Chelsea
or

 email: recruitment@literations.org 
or call 617-423-6633

For more information visit:
 literations.org/volunteer

National Night Out is 
exactly what it states, na-
tionally cities and towns 
gather, bringing families 
and friends out to meet and 
greet new friends in the 
neighborhood, and acquaint 
them with local police and 
other agencies that offer 
services to better their lives 

and keep them safer. 
Meeting police officers 

in a different environment, 
of friendly and personal, 
serves in the long run to 
gain trust in community 
members. Officers offering 
a smile and information 
goes a long way in a safer 
community.

THE CITY OF CHELSEA CELEBRATES NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AT THE WILLIAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL

Chelsea Probation Dept. was on hand, Phil Bruins, Christine 
Thomas, Chief PO Jess Iovanna, Asst. Chief Janelle O’Brien, and 
Jason Owens.

A big smile comes with hav-
ing a big ice cream on a great 
evening with grandpa, Tito 
Arroyo with his granddaugh-
ter Aviya.

New ID Badge for Patricia 
Ortege.

Parents and local children got to meet members of the Attor-
ney General’s Office and get some great stuff too.

The Chelsea Chamber of Commerce, Ex. Director Jenn Hassell, 
Carolina Bonilla, Karim Perez and Cleny Reyes.

CAPIC is a strong supporter of local community efforts to 
make a better life for everyone.

The Chelsea Senior Center is a strong focal point for members 
of the community of all ages.

CPD Officer Matt DiNicola with members of the CPD Youth 
Academy, Andrea Hernandez, Dayani Rodes, Francisco Pineda, 
and Anderson Herrera.

The FBI was at Chelsea’s national Night Out with lots of kool 
giveaways. TND-The Neighborhood Developers were on hand to meet 

members of the community.

Chelsea Kiwanis always on hand for special events, Joe 
Correiro, Veronica Medina, with Heylee Medina and Leya 
Bermuda.

From the Suffolk County DA’s Office, Patrick Shalvey, Crystin 
Mueller, Lauren Bolles, and Vivien Fernandez.

Chelsea Pride is always strong, Yahya Noor, Jack Grigorian and 
Kevin O’Regan with lots of winning hardware.



Thursday, August 14, 2025 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D  Page 7

                  

FISH PLANT
Stop the special permit allowing  

a raw fish/meat packing and  
distribution plant in a densely  

populated residential neighborhood.
Problem
Boston Provisions, LLC (Wulf’s Fish and Savenor’s Butchery) is seeking 
a special permit to transform 100 Justin Drive into a fish and meat 
cutting, packaging, and distribution plant. 

THIS PROPERTY ABUTS:
• Mary O’Malley Park enjoyed by all Chelsea residents
• A densely populated residential neighborhood and
• A senior and ALS living facility

Projections
Boston Provisions projects increased trucking of raw meat and fish, both 
into and out of the facility, and eventual 24/7 operation. Residents fear 
unwanted noise, odors, pests, pollution, and traffic.

Since Boston Provisions will initially occupy only 1/4 of the building, they 
or other similar companies may occupy the remaining space eventually, 
turning the neighborhood into a raw fish/meat distribution district.

Solution
Move Boston Provisions to an area already zoned for this industry— 
along Chelsea Creek and Eastern Ave. where Boston Provisions can 
thrive and employ more Chelsea workers.

Want to learn more about Chelsea residents’ concerns and sign a 
petition against this special permit? Go to: chelseafairzoning.com                                                                                      

If you oppose this special permit, please email the City Manager  
fmaltez@chelseama.gov

Sponsored by:
Chelsea residents for livable neighborhoods and against spot zoning

THE CITY OF CHELSEA CELEBRATES NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AT THE WILLIAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL

CBC. Chelsea Black Community members Eula Balloon and 
Beverly Martin Ross happily greet everyone at National Night 
Out.

Chelsea Colaborativa members, Kimberly Juarez, Andrea Go-
mez and Christian Vincente.

Chelsea Police Chief Keith Houghton with guests, Kristen 
Setera and Tim Crowley. From the Brown Jug in Chelsea Mike and Cheryl Matrinko.

Protecting and Serving hot dogs right from the grill, CPD Offi-
cers Carlos DelCompare and Jose Torres.

Chelsea City Councillor Lisa Santagate with her friend, David 
Hahesy.

Chelsea Fire Department meets with local 
care facilities after deadly Fall River Blaze

In response to the trag-
ic Fall River fire that took 
the lives of 10 people at an 
assisted living facility this 
past July, the Chelsea Fire 
Department is proactively 
coordinating with Chelsea 
nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities to strength-
en their fire safety and 
emergency preparedness to 
protect their vulnerable res-
idents.

The Department has al-
ready met with leaders from 
the Chelsea Jewish Life-
care, which owns and op-
erates the Leonard Florence 
Center for Living and The 
Estates on Admirals Hill. 
During the meetings, evac-
uation plans were reviewed 
and staff training opportuni-
ties were discussed.  

“Resident and staff safety 
is our highest priority, “said 
Chelsea Fire Chief John 
Quatieri. “The tragic fire in 
Fall River affected all of us 
in the fire service, and our 
thoughts remain with the 
families and first responders 
affected by that loss. We’re 
hoping by meeting directly 
with facility administrators 

and staff, we can address 
specific concerns and en-
sure everyone is prepared 
to properly respond in an 
emergency.

“We are fortunate to have 
such a responsive, skilled 
and dedicated fire depart-
ment in our community,” 
said Barry Berman, CEO 
of Chelsea Jewish Lifecare. 
“The Chelsea Fire Depart-
ment does an amazing job 
protecting the residents of 
Chelsea and keeping them 
safe through their tireless 
efforts to maintain the most 
up-to-date fire safety proto-
cols. We are eternally grate-
ful for their support.”

In the coming weeks, the 
department will be meeting 
with additional facilities to 
review fire safety measures, 
evacuation plans, and emer-
gency operations protocols. 
Next on the list is the High-
land Park Rehabilitation & 
Healthcare Center on Au-
gust 20.

These conversations are 
part of the department’s 
ongoing broader efforts to 
strengthen its collaboration 
with care providers and pro-

vide the community with 
critical fire prevention and 
safety practices. Late last 
year, the Fire Department 
launched a Fire Safety Ed-
ucation Program through 
which fire fighters offer 
tours of the Fire headquar-
ters and courses for local 
groups, from kindergarten 
classes to restaurants and 
nonprofits.

“These meetings provide 
an opportunity for face-to-
face discussions where staff 
can ask questions, raise 
concerns, and review infor-
mation to ensure they are 
following best practices for 
protecting their residents,” 
added Quatieri.

To arrange a visit or 
tour, please contact the Fire 
Safety Education Program 
team by emailing Lieu-
tenant Omar Frometa and 
Firefighter Bryan Bermu-
dez at firesafetyprogram@
chelseama.gov. To learn 
more about the education 
program, visit https://www.
chelseama.gov/news_de-
tail_T2_R377.php

Pictured: From left to right; Betsy Mullen, COO, Legacy Lifecare; Kristen Donnelly, Executive 
Director, Cohen Florence Levine Estates/Florence and Chafetz Home; Ginny Pearson, Executive 
Director, Katzman Family Center for Living; Jeff Lind, Director of Facilities Engineering, Legacy 
Lifecare; John Quatieri, Chief of Department, Chelsea Fire Department; Barry Berman, CEO, 
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare; Anthony Tiro, Captain, Chelsea Fire Department; and Adam Ernst , 
Executive Director, Leonard Florence Center for Living.
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Special to the Record

Last week, Governor 
Maura Healey signed the 
updated Shield Law, which 
prevents the disclosure of 
sensitive data, such as a 
physician’s name, and for-
mally establishes that abor-
tions are to be provided in 
emergencies due to medical 
necessity. 

Additionally, the law pro-
hibits Massachusetts state 
or local authorities from co-
operating with any federal 
or out-of-state investigation 
into health care services 
that are legally protected 
in Massachusetts, such as 

abortion care. 
“Massachusetts will al-

ways be a state where pa-
tients can access high-quali-
ty health care and providers 
are able to do their jobs 
without government in-
terference,” said Healey. 
“From the moment Roe was 
overturned, we stepped up 
to pass strong protections 
for patients and providers, 
and with President Trump 
and his allies continuing 
their assaults on health care, 
we’re taking those protec-
tions to the next level. No 
one is going to prevent the 
people of Massachusetts 
from getting the health care 

they need.” 
The Shield Act 2.0 is 

a critical defense against 
the attacks that the federal 
government continues to 
make against women and 
the LGBTQ+ community, 
said Representative Mar-
jorie Decker, House Chair, 
Joint Committee on Public 
Health.

 “This legislation sends a 
clear message: we will pro-
tect the rights, safety, and 
privacy of our residents. It 
ensures that patients and 
providers are shielded from 
political interference,  legal 
intimidation, and unlawful 
out-of-state overreach,” said 

Senator Lydia Edwards, 
State Senator for the Third 
Suffolk District. “In Massa-
chusetts, we believe health 
care decisions should be 
made in consultation with 
medical professionals—not 
dictated by partisan agen-
das. Here, your choices re-
main between you and your 
doctor, and we will fight to 
keep it that way.” 

The law also directs 
the Department of Public 
Health to create a techni-
cal advisory group that will 

provide support to business-
es on implementing privacy 
protections for storing or 
managing electronic medi-
cal records related to repro-
ductive and gender-affirm-
ing health care. 

“This law is a landmark 
victory for health care, hu-
man dignity, and the pro-
viders and patients who 
deserve to live free from 
fear,” said Jordina Shanks, 
CEO of Fenway Health. 
“At Fenway Health, we see 
every day how essential it is 

that people can access gen-
der-affirming care without 
threats, delays, or discrimi-
nation. This law ensures that 
clinicians can focus on heal-
ing, that families can choose 
the care that’s right for them 
while remaining protect-
ed, and that Massachusetts 
stands as a national beacon 
of equity and compassion. 
We are deeply grateful to 
Governor Healey, Senator 
Cindy Friedman, and all the 
champions who made this 
possible.” 

Our “Back to School” Special 
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

With a series of heat 
waves this summer, it’s a 
perfect time to enjoy a va-
riety of cold noodle dishes. 
We know the idea of noo-
dle bowls and cold noodles 
has gone mainstream when 
the New York Times food 
section publishes Hetty 
Lui McKinnon’s cold noo-
dle salad with spicy peanut 
sauce in June, and we can 
pick up three varieties at 
Trader Joe’s. 

Eat In, Take Out,
Or Premade Kits

Your introduction to cold 
noodles might be a contain-
er of spicy peanut noodles. 
Or, if you love Korean food, 
try Naengmyeon, their icy 
cold noodles, or Chilli Cold 
Sweet Potato Noodles (Bi-
bim Dangmyeon). We love 
Vietnamese Bún Gà Nướng. 
Japan offers versions of cold 
soba (Zaru Soba) and cold 
Ramen (Hiyashi Chuka). 
Thailand offers Thai Glass 
Noodles with Minced Meat.

We’re fortunate to have a 
fantastic selection of ethnic 
restaurants in the Greater 
Boston Area. 

If a dish is new to you, 
we suggest setting your 
standard by trying the cold 
noodles made and served 
by those who strive for au-

thenticity. A professionally 
prepared version will give 
you an idea of what the dish 
should taste like and how to 
serve it. 

However, in their home-
land, every cook may have 
a traditional family recipe 
or their twist on the dish. 
That’s good news, because 
you can also create a family 
adaptation as you begin to 
make it yourself.

A visit to a store with 
an Asian focus can help 
you discover packages of 
the specific noodles used 
in these dishes, sauces that 
make the meal prep quick-
er, and even premade kits 
for favorites like Korean 
cold noodles that contain 
the correct noodles, packets 
of broth ready to mix with 
water and chill (or freeze to 
slush) and spices. 

Make it Your Own
Once you’ve sampled 

the options and developed 
a taste for cold noodles, you 
may want to start making 
your own. There are three 
directions you can take for 
this food adventure. 

First, you can produce 
a classic by following a 
recipe from a cookbook 
or by watching a video on 
YouTube. For the classic 
Korean Noodle dishes, we 
recommend the videos and 

cookbooks from food writer 
Maangchi. She has devel-
oped easier-to-make ver-
sions for her international 
audience.

Second, you can take a 
concept and add or subtract 
elements to make the recipe 
suit you and those around 
your table. You may need 
to adjust your spice levels 
if you have chili enthusiasts 
or less adventurous eaters. 

Since many of these salads 
are vegetarian, you could 
add some protein or serve it 
alongside.

Finally, you can take a 
salad from your repertoire 
and add cold noodles for a 
more filling and a new twist 
on a family favorite. For 
example, you could make 
your favorite tabouli recipe 
and substitute noodles for 
the bulgar wheat. 

A Middle Eastern sal-
ad might include noodles 
mixed in, rather than pita, 
alongside. If you consider 
pasta as noodles, we would 
suggest orzo.

We’ve been enjoying 
a lot of Cowboy Caviar, 
a salad made from beans, 
corn, onions, tomatoes, and 
peppers, all tossed in a vin-
aigrette. That could be deli-
cious served over a pile of 

chewy buckwheat noodles. 
As our climate grows 

warmer, we can look to cul-
tures that have developed 
food designed for the heat, 
which is often served cold, 
thereby reducing the cook’s 
exposure to heat. 

Do you have a question 
or topic for Fresh & Local? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Cold noodles

On a busy workday, this Peanut Udon Noodle Salad took just minutes to prepare and was a delicious and satisfying lunch.

Local leaders support governor signing updated Shield Law
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Herbie Kupersmith presents $10,000 donation at Chelsea High Scholarship Luncheon 
Herbie Kupersmith, one 

of Chelsea’s most outstand-
ing philanthropists for many 
years, presented a $10,000 
donation to Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Almi Abeyta at a lun-
cheon Sunday at the Saul 
Nechtem Gymnasium.

Supt. Abeyta, City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez, and 
Councilor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson thanked Mr. Ku-
persmith, 86, for his gener-
osity to the Chelsea schools, 
an era of giving back to the 
city that spans seven de-
cades.

The occasion was the 
Herbert Kupersmith Schol-
arship Luncheon and Birth-
day Celebration, with a 
large crowd in attendance, 
thanks to the efforts of the 

planning committee that 
included super-organizer 
Minna Karas-Marino.

The guest list included 
family, friends, classmates, 
teammates, coaches, and 
associates of Herbie Kuper-
smith. 

Kupersmith and his com-
mittee also made sure that 
each guest left with compli-
mentary bagels and cream 
cheese from legendary own-
er Richard Katz of Katz 
Bakery.

The Chelsea schools se-
curity team drew much 
praise from the guests for 
their parking assistance, 
safe passage at the cross-
walks, and their kind and 
cordial escorting of guests 
into the school. 

Herbie Kupersmith presents a check for $10,000 to Supt. of Chelsea Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta for 
scholarships for Chelsea High School seniors heading to college. Joining in the check presenta-
tion ceremony are members of the organizing committee (from left) Frank Henry, Ed Medros, 
Stevie Harris, Leo Robinson, Minna Karas-Marino, Nick Marino, and Frank DePatto.

Metro Credit Union President and CEO Robert Cashman and family are pictured with guest of 
honor, Herbie Kupersmith, at the Scholarship Luncheon. From left, are Nancy Sorkin, Michael 
Harsip, Shari Cashman, Robert Cashman, Herbie Kupersmith, Amy Sorkin, Dr. Jeffrey Sorkin, 
Amanda Sorkin, and Jeremy Sorkin.

Karyn Kupersmith Walsh and 
planning committee MVP 
Minna Karas-Marino.

Chelsea High School classmates Shirley Kaplan (left) and 
Edythe Shuman (right) wish guest of honor Herbie Kupersmith 
a happy birthday at the luncheon.

Former CHS All-Scholastic and Indiana University All-American Bobby Fee, his son, Kevin Fee, 
Frank DePatto, David Wood, the Honorable Justice Al Kramer, and Jim Wood, pictured at the 
Scholarship Luncheon.

Herbie Kupersmith and friends, Stevie Harris, Ethel Harris, and 
Delphine Frank.

Herbie Kupersmith and guests, Stevie Harris, Steve Selbovitz, 
and Ralph Feinberg.

Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson, guest of honor Herbie 
Kupersmith, Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta, City Councilor 
Calvin T. Brown, and City Manager Fidel Maltez.

Guest of honor Herbie Kupersmith, City Manager Fidel Maltez, 
and former Chelsea High School Athletic Director Frank DePat-
to enjoying the luncheon.

Herbie Kupersmith thanks the many guests for joining him 
at the Scholarship Luncheon. Also pictured are committee 
members Ed Medros and Leo Robinson.

Herbie Kupersmith, pictured with his daughter, Karyn Kuper-
smith Walsh, and her husband, James Walsh, at the luncheon 
and birthday celebration.

Superstar CHS athlete Donald 
Wolcott, with his wife, Nann 
Wolcott.

Guests at the Scholarship 
Luncheon, Murray Novak 
and his wife, Dotty Novak. Talented wide receiver and All-Star hoopster Donald Wolcott, 

multi-sport standout Bobby Long, basketball great Steve 
Karll, and legendary Fast Pitch softball pitcher Ken Lava of the 
French Club and PPC teams, pictured at the Herbie Kupersmith 
Scholarship Luncheon Sunday at Chelsea High School.

Overall, it was a won-
derful afternoon for the 
incomparable Williams 

School and Chelsea High 
School graduate Herbie Ku-
persmith and all the guests 

- and notably, the Chelsea 
High School students who 
will receive scholarships 

next June for their college 
educations.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA 

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL
LEASE AND 

OPERATION OF
A TEEN CENTER 

AT 440 BROADWAY
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through its 
Chief Procurement Officer, is 
seeking Request for Proposals 
for “Lease and Operation of a 
Teen Center at 440 Broadway”.  
Request for Proposals will be 
available on or after August 
14, 2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php.    
Sealed proposals for the 
“Lease and Operation of a 
Teen Center at 440 Broadway” 
will be received at the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer, City Hall, Room 204, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts until 11:00 AM, 
September 12, 2025.
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
response, to reject any or 
all responses and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

8/14/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-14

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 

Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, September 9, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
Michael Massucci
For Special Permit and Vari-
ance seeking approval of an 
existing residential structure 
from a one (1) family to a 
two (2) family structure and 
the installation of a rear 
second means of egress which 
does not meet the minimum 
requirements for required lot 
area, parking spaces, required 
open space, required side yard 
setback and combined side 
yard setback at the premises 
known as:
4 Medford Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

8/7/25, 8/14/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-15

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, September 9, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
Maria Cartagena
For Special Permit and 
Variance seeking approval to 
construct a rear addition and 
deck which does meet the 
minimum requirements for 
required combined side yard 
setback and required side 
yard setback at the premises 
known as:

82 Clinton Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

8/7/25, 8/14/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 90 
of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts and pursuant to Section 
6-3 of the Charter of the City of 
Chelsea that a Public Hearing 
of the Chelsea Traffic and 
Parking Commission will be 
held on:
Tuesday, September 2, 2025 at 
6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 of the 
Charter of the City of Chelsea, 
the purpose of the public 
hearing is to receive comment 
regarding the proposed 
amendments to Article 13 of 
the citywide Parking Program. 
Copies and filings may be 
viewed at the City Clerk’s 
Office. 
Per Order
Chief Keith E. Houghton 
Chairperson

8/14/25, 8/28/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF 
CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a Public 

Hearing on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2, 2025 at 6:00pm at 
City Hall 3rd floor in the DPW 
Conference room. 
Proposed Work and Purpose: 
Petition of Eversource for the 
following petition:
Everett Avenue
Northwesterly from manhole 
(MH3639), approximately 304 
feet south of Maple St., to pri-
vate property at #170 Everett 
Ave., install approximately 35 
feet of conduit.
Public comments will be 
accepted during the meeting.
Written comments are accepted 
by email to cfox@chelseama.
gov until 12:00pm on 9/2/25.
The public is invited to attend.
Cate Fox Lent 
Commissioner  

8/14/25, 8/21/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL 
CIUDAD DE 
CHELSEA 

DEPARTAMENTO 
DE OBRAS 
PUBLICAS

AVISO DE AUDIENCIA 
PÚBLICA

El Departamento de Obras 
Públicas llevará a cabo una 
audiencia pública el martes 2 
de Septiembre de 2025 a las 
6:00 p. m. en el tercer piso del 
Ayuntamiento en la sala de 
conferencias del DPW.
Trabajo y propósito propues-
tos: Petición de Eversource 
para la siguiente petición:
Everett Avenue
Desde la alcantarilla 
(MH3639), hacia el noroeste, 
aproximadamente 304 pies al 
sur de la calle Maple, hasta la 
propiedad privada en el #170 
de la avenida Everett, instalar 
aproximadamente 35 pies de 
conducto.
Se aceptarán comentarios 
públicos durante la reunión.
Se aceptan comentarios 
escritos por correo electrónico 
a cfox@chelseama.gov hasta 
las 12:00 p.m. del 2/9/25.
El público está invitado a 
asistir.
Cate Fox Lent 
Comisionada 

8/14/25, 8/21/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT 
TO G.L. C. 190B, 
ss5-304
Docket No. 
SU25P1775GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Norman Cormier
Of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged 
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by High-
land Park Rehabilitation and 
N of Chelsea, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Norman Cormier is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting 
that Rev. John R. Odams of 
Weymouth, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is 
necessary, and that the pro-
posed Guardian is appropriate.  
The petition is on file with 
this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific 
authority.
You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you 
wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 09/04/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail the written 
appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named per-
son’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Riv-
ers, First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 07, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

08/14/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
RESIGNATION OF

A GUARDIAN
OF AN

INCAPACITATED
PERSON 

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
Docket No.
SU23P0816GD
In the matter of: 
Norman Cormier
Of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed 
by Martin F. Connolly, Esq. 
of Quincy, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting 
that the court: Accept the 
Resignation of the Guardian of 
the Respondent.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Guardian 
and/or Conservator should be 
allowed to resign; or should 
be removed for good cause; 
or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The 
original petition is on file with 
the court.
You have the right to object to 

this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
09/04/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named per-
son’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Riv-
ers, First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 07, 2025
Stephanie Everett,
Register of Probate

08/14/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
INVITATION 
FOR BIDS

PURCHASE AND 
DELIVERY OF 
ROAD SALT

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through its 
Chief Procurement Officer, is 
seeking bids for “Purchase and 
Delivery of Road Salt”.  
Bids will be available on or 
after August 14, 2025 by 
contacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer at 
divanis@chelseama.gov or by 
visiting the City’s website at 
https://www.chelseama.gov/
departments/purchasing/
current_bids___solicitations.

php. 
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Purchase 
and Delivery of Road Salt” 
and submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, August 28, 2025.
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

8/14/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-16

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, September 9, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor, 
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
Ever Nunez Chavez
For Special Permit seeking 
approval for a proposed Taxi 
/ Livery parking facility at the 
premises known as:
155 Crescent Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

8/14/25, 8/21/25
C

LEGAL NOTICES

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

EASTIE PRIDE DAY 
SET FOR AUGUST 16

The Eastie Pride Day 
Committee announced that 
the 36th annual Eastie Pride 
Day celebration will take 
place on Saturday, August 
16th from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
Piers Park. This large-scale 
community event aims to 
foster connection, encour-
aging East Boston residents 
to engage with local small 
businesses, restaurants and 
non-profit organizations. 
The celebration is fami-
ly-friendly and open to all. 
It will include food and re-
freshments, live entertain-
ment, children’s games, mu-
sic and a variety of contests. 
Participating organizations 
and additional updates on 
this year’s event can be 
found on the official web-
site at www.eastieprideday.
com/eastie-pride-day-2025.

“We are grateful to be 
continuing the tradition of 
Eastie Pride Day for anoth-
er year, and look forward to 
creating a space where all 
members of our community 
can connect and celebrate 
East Boston together.” says 
Liana LaMattina, current 
Chair of the committee.  

This year’s event marks 
the 36th Annual Eastie 
Pride Day. First hosted in 
1989 by Sal LaMattina, the 
event originated to increase 
community pride within the 
East Boston neighborhood. 
It has continued to be a day 
of celebration that commu-
nity members of all ages can 
look forward to each year.  

If you have questions or 
would like to get involved 
with this year’s Eastie Pride 
Day celebration, please 
contact the committee at 
info@eastieprideday.com. 
To stay up to date on this 
year’s Eastie Pride Day 
and future announcements, 

follow Eastie Pride Day on 
Facebook and on Instagram 
at @EastiePrideDay, or visit 
their website at www.East-
iePrideDay.com.

Eastie Pride Day is a 
neighborhood committee 
that serves the East Bos-
ton community through an 
annual summer communi-
ty celebration. This event 
is meant to highlight the 
values and qualities of the 
neighborhood, while also 
fostering a sense of unity 
and pride for residents.

UPDATES PROVIDED 
AT BRIEF GSNA 
MEETING

During the Gove Street 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion’s (GSNA) monthly 
meeting in July, attendees 
heard updates on several 
topics in what was an ab-
breviated meeting that last-
ed about half an hour.

To begin the meeting, 
District A-7 police officers 
provided updates on crimi-
nal activity in the area. Of-
fice Hugo Alvarez said that 
the Gove Street area has 
been relatively quiet, except 
for common issues such as 
package theft, cars being 
left unlocked, and fraud/
scam incidents.

Alvarez and Sergeant Jo-
seph Cintolo also noted that 
a shooting occurred in the 
neighborhood in the area of 
Saratoga Street and Brandy-
wyne; in-depth details were 
not available at the meeting.

In another update, Neel 
Batra, a GSNA Board 
Member, noted that the 
Mount Carmel site has been 
cleaned up, and a commu-
nity member who has been 
involved with the process 
credited State Representa-
tive Adrian Madaro’s office 
and the police for getting 
the site cleaned up.

Further, Batra indicated 
that the Gumball Factory 
is working with a company 
to install electric vehicle 
charging stations outside 
the building. A resident not-
ed that the installation had 
not occurred yet at the time 
of the meeting, and they are 
awaiting an update.

A representative from 
Eastie Farm also provided 
information about their or-
ganization, noting that their 
“Second Semester CSA” 
will begin on August 18th. 
As part of the CSA, folks 
can buy shares in what “is 
a subscription to weekly 
fresh, local produce that 
supports farmers’ wealth, 
your health, and the Mas-
sachusetts commonwealth,” 
per the organization’s web-
site. More info is available 
at https://eastiefarm.com/
csa/.

Finally, the GSNA is 
looking for volunteers inter-
ested in organizing another 
summer fiesta, or something 
like it. Inquiries can be 
made via email at board@
govestreet.org.

The GSNA will take a 
break in August and re-
turn to its monthly meet-
ings on September 22. For 
more information about the 
GSNA, visit its website at 
https://www.govestreet.
org/ or its Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/govestreet/.

DEMARIA ‘FIGHTS 
FOR EVERETT’ IN 
CONFERENCE ON 
SOCCER STADIUM

When Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria viewed the TV 
broadcast and learned that 
some “misinformation” was 
being aired about the City 
of Everett at a press con-
ference Monday morning 

in Charlestown, he reacted 
quickly and decisively.

DeMaria scheduled a 
press conference Monday 
afternoon, appearing along-
side New England Revolu-
tion President Brian Bilello 
to discuss the proposed soc-
cer stadium in Everett on the 
dilapidated site that would 
be transformed by the Kraft 
Group into a world-class 
venue.

DeMaria was responding 
to Mayor Wu’s earlier press 
conference that focused pri-
marily on the community 
benefits agreement between 
the City of Boston and the 
Kraft Group. That well-cov-
ered media event was held 
at the Ryan Playground in 
Charlestown just across the 
Mystic River from the soc-
cer stadium site. Wu told the 
media that the Kraft Group 
has provided “limited to no 
answers and no meaning-
ful technical information” 
about the soccer project and 
the Kraft Group’s $750,000 
offer in mitigation funds 
to the City of Boston “is a 
non-starter and an unserious 
proposal.”

Sen. Sal DiDomenico, 
the lead advocate and cham-
pion of the new soccer sta-
dium proposal for Everett, 
spoke at Mayor Wu’s press 
conference.

“A new day has come for 
Charlestown and for Ever-
ett, that we are no longer 
going to have on both gate-
ways into our communities 
with smokestacks that have 
done so much damage to 
our communities,” said Di-
Domenico. “And it’s a new 
day because we have an 
opportunity with the Revo-
lution to now right a lot of 
the wrongs that have hap-
pened for so long and create 
opportunities for econom-
ic development and transit 
options that we have never 

even dreamed about in the 
past.”

The soccer stadium issue 
is clearly major for both 
Everett and Charlestown, 
but also regionally for the 
Revolution’s  growing fan 
base. DeMaria’s press con-
ference drew a turnout of 
media similar in size to the 
Wu event.  

DeMaria seemed to take 
exception that Wu inferred 
that there were very few 
Everett residents living near 
the proposed stadium site as 
compared to Charlestown.

“There are people who 
live the proximity of this 
stadium, not just residents 

of Charlestown,” said De-
Maria. “There are lots of 
residents who live right here 
in the Village and the Line 
area. It’s not a separate sec-
tion of the city. We’re going 
to leverage this develop-
ment to build out our public 
transit investment.”

DeMaria said he has been 
working hard “get that com-
munity railstop and the pe-
destrian bridge connected 
to the Northern Strand Bike 
Trail to Assembly Row 
(Somerville).”

The mayor believes that 
traffic congestion will be 
alleviated by the fact that 

See REGION Page 11

SEN.LYDIA EDWARDS PROVIDES 
FREE LEMONADE TO RESIDENTS 

Senator Edwards hosted a lemonade stand by the Winthrop 
Ferry recently. Many people stopped by to chat with the Sena-
tor, including Hannah Belcher, candidate for town president. 
 Shown above, Sen. Edwards hands out free lemonade to resi-
dents and passers-by near the Winthrop Ferry.’
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Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

Jim Costello
LAWN CARE
617-962-5621

Reasonable rates
          Senior 

Discount

Catch the 
Summer 
Wave

Clients & customers
are just a CLICK 

away if you advertise 
ONLINE

Call (781) 485-0588 
or email your Rep.

maximize 
your exposure

maximize maximize 
your exposureyour exposure

3-month min. buy july • august • september

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$150/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com
deb@reverejournal.com

OONNLLIINNEE  with 
our 

Grow Your Business

SUMMER Special

------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classified line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your House? Call to reach over 
50,000 readers. Call 781-485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 week special!
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2003 Keystone Montana 5th 
Wheel Trailer, Good condition, 
everything works, sleeps 4

Has to be towed away
$4,000 or best offer
Call Jim - 781-771-9573

RV FOR SALE

info@chelsearealestate.com  781-201-9488

Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE 

Cano, Juan D Jaynes Ft 125 Central Ave $815,000

Benavides, Erick P Chaffee, Christopher H 138 Dartmouth St $750,000

Qirici, George E Borum, Christopher 165 Cottage St #613 $329,000

Huba, Siarhei 580 Wa Street 1105 T 335 Spruce St $1,115,000

there will only be approxi-
mately 100 parking spaces 
on the stadium property and 
the great majority of fans 
will arrive for games by 
public transportation.

“I’m fighting for the best 
interests of my city,” said 
DeMaria, adding that he is 
negotiating with the Kraft 
Group about such matters 
as a portion of each game 
ticket going toward Everett. 
“The whole team is working 
hard. I’m a mayor fighting 
for my community and I’m 
going to continue the fight. I 
feel this stadium is going to 
happen.”

Belillo also spoke about 
the earlier press conference 
and the negativity in some 
of the statements made in 
Charlestown.

“I think it’s important to 
be clear from the very be-
ginning of the process that 
the Revolution have been 
pushing expeditiously to de-
velop a fair and community 
impact agreement from the 
very start of this process,” 
said Belillo. “Since that first 
meeting in February, our 
team has met with the city 
[Boston] over a half dozen 
times, and throughout the 
entire process, I can only 
describe the tenor and tone 
of those meetings as co-
operative and cordial. So, 
I can understand why it’s 
upsetting and frustrating to 
us that the only thing being 
said publicly about these 
meetings is negative.”

WINTHROP’ GIANTS 
10U JIMMY FUND 
TEAM STRIKES OUT 
CANCER

The Winthrop Giants 
10U Jimmy Fund Team has 
spent their summer swing-
ing bats, snagging ground-
ers, and uniting around a 
cause: striking out cancer. 
With a season record of six 
wins, two losses, and a tie, 
the young Giants are gear-
ing up for their final game 
of the inaugural “Strike Out 
Cancer” campaign.

Under the guidance of 
head coach Marc Chapde-
laine and assistants, Sean 
Dykens, Tom Rikkola, and 
Joe Hanlon, the squad spent 
the summer season focused 
on mastering fundamentals 
and building a strong team 
spirit that reaches beyond 
the diamond.

The Giants’ season was 
defined by heart-pound-
ing moments and remark-
able teamwork, including 
three electrifying walk-off 
victories that showcased 
their never-give-up spirit. 
Whether trailing in the final 
inning or battling through 
tough matchups, these ball 
players consistently rose 
to the occasion. The latest 
walk-off win occurred this 
past Monday when the Gi-
ants defeated the undefeated 

team from Lynnfield.
Coach Chapdelaine and 

his staff also embraced a 
development-first philos-
ophy, utilizing nine differ-
ent pitchers throughout the 
season to build confidence, 
versatility, and game-time 
experience across the roster. 
This balanced approach not 
only deepened the team’s 
talent pool but reinforced 
the campaign’s core belief: 
that every player matters, 
and every moment counts.

The Winthrop Giants’ 
success was made possi-
ble in part by the steadfast 
support of Winthrop Little 
League, which provided 
equipment, field access, 
and logistical coordination 
to help launch the team’s 
inaugural season. League 
officials embraced the in-
clusive mission of the Strike 
Out Cancer campaign, rec-
ognizing its alignment with 
the values of community, 
sportsmanship, and op-
portunity that define youth 
baseball in Winthrop. Their 
backing ensured that every 
player had the tools and en-
couragement to thrive both 
on and off the field.

“This team has been in-
credible,” said Marc Chap-
delaine, Sr. “Every single 
player has grown—on the 
field and as teammates. 
Watching their skills im-
prove and their confidence 
soar has been one of the 
most rewarding parts of 
the summer. They’ve come 
together with heart, hustle, 
and a shared purpose, and 
that’s what makes them tru-
ly great.”

Julio Henriquez, owner 
of The Dugout, emphasized 
the importance of summer 
baseball for all players. “The 
Jimmy Fund Tournament 
has a long tradition of great 
baseball, and we’re proud to 
give these kids the chance to 
play, grow, and have fun,” 
Henriquez said. The Dugout 
in Lynn proudly sponsored 
the Winthrop Giants this 
season, continuing its com-
mitment to youth develop-
ment through baseball. In 
addition to supporting the 
Winthrop Giants, The Dug-
out offers year-round clin-
ics for young athletes every 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday—providing expert 
instruction and a welcom-
ing environment for players 
of all skill levels to learn, 
improve, and thrive.  

The Jimmy Fund is the 
official charity of the Bos-
ton Red Sox, uniting the 
team and its fans in the fight 
against cancer through de-
cades of fundraising and 
community support.  To 
date, the Giants’ fundrais-
ing efforts have raised over 
$2,750 for The Jimmy Fund 
and Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute. Their contribution 
joins a legacy of generos-
ity: since its founding in 
1986, the Jimmy Fund Lit-

tle League Baseball Tourna-
ment has raised more than 
$6 million to support cancer 
research and patient care.

The Giants will close 
out their season on Thurs-
day, August 7 at A-Field in 
Winthrop, facing off against 
Swampscott at 5:30 p.m. 
Fans of all ages are invited 
to come cheer on these ded-
icated players as they take 
one last swing at striking 
out cancer.

To contribute to the Win-
throp Giants’ campaign, 
visit the Jimmy Fund Team 
Page at www.WinthropGi-
ants.org

 
NEXT FIREHOUSE 
BUILDING COMM.  
MEETING SCHEDULED 
FOR AUG.13

The next meeting of the 
Firehouse Building Com-
mittee is scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 13 at 5 
p.m. in the Harvey Hearing 
Room at Town Hall.

Last month, the firehouse 
committee agreed to hire 
Kaestle & Boos Associates 
(KBA) as the architect for 
the $38.5 million project.

KBA was the architect 
the town used for the pre-
liminary study for a new fire 
station prior to the success-
ful debt exclusion vote in 
the spring.

“The way that worked, 
we could have just given the 
contract without  going out 
to bid, but we wanted to be 
as transparent as possible,” 
said Town Council Presi-
dent Jim Letterie at the most 
recent council meeting. “We 
did receive several bids 
and we had the companies 
come in and we met with 
and ranked each one. Those 
rankings are available for 
the public to see, it is part of 
the process.”

Letterie noted that KBA 
did receive several perfect 
rankings from some com-
mittee members.

“(KBA) is very familiar 
with the project, obviously, 
and there is a financial im-
pact which is beneficial for 
the town where they have 
already done so much of the 
work,” said Letterie. “We 
are very happy and they are 
excited to remain part of the 
project, and they will have 
public meetings and we will 
have a public forum soon.”

The agenda for the Au-
gust 13 meeting includes an 
update on the project from 
Larry Trim from KBA as 
well as from Dan Pallotta 
of P3, the owner’s project 
manager.

Currently, the town is 
looking at a construction 
schedule that has demoli-
tion taking place this fall, 
with construction of the fire 
station getting underway 
next spring with a 14- to 
15-month build.
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sive and empowering work 
environments were highly 
valued. He also completed 
a Harvard Business School 
Training Certificate, re-
flecting his commitment 
to continuous personal and 
professional growth. In rec-
ognition of his significant 
contributions to both his 
profession and the commu-
nity, Eric was honored as 
one of the YMCA Black 
Achievers of the Year—a 
testament to his leadership, 
mentorship, and unwaver-
ing commitment to making 
a positive impact.

Outside of his profession-
al accomplishments, Eric 
found peace and joy at his 
second home in Martha’s 
Vineyard. The serene beau-
ty of the island brought him 
comfort, and he cherished 
the time spent there with 
family and friends, enjoying 
nature and creating lasting 
memories.

Eric’s greatest pride was 
his family. He was a lov-
ing father to his son, Ryan 
Lee of Ipswich, MA, and 
a proud grandfather to his 
grandson, Jordan Lee. He 
was also a father-in-law to 

Brianne Lee. Eric took im-
mense joy in watching Ryan 
and Jordan grow and suc-
ceed. He was also a devot-
ed husband to Cheryl and a 
loving brother to Greg and 
Gloria Lee, Sheila and Hen-
ry Caldwell, and Mark and 
Tracy Lee. He was preceded 
in death by his brother, Ste-
ven Lee. Additionally, he 
was a caring brother-in-law 
to Donald McKee.

Eric is survived by count-

less nieces, nephews, and 
extended family members 
who will carry forward his 
legacy of kindness, strength, 
and generosity.

A man of integrity, com-
passion, and strength, Er-
ic’s presence will be deep-
ly missed by all who knew 
him. Whether at work, with 
family, or among friends, he 
had a unique ability to make 
everyone feel seen, heard, 
and valued. His generosity, 
wisdom, and sense of hu-
mor left a lasting impression 
on all who had the privilege 
of knowing him.

Councilor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson, said in tribute to 
Eric Lee, “My cousin was 
a very private person. He 
had a lot of talent that a lot 
of people never really had 
an opportunity to really see. 
One of things we did in high 
school was when we had 
Donald Lee and the Soul 
Explosion, and Eric and I 
were the backup singers to 
Donald. We performed at 
local places like Saint Rose 
and the Knights of Colum-
bus and at larger venues like 
as the big club on Revere 
Beach, in Kenmore Square, 
and at The Ship in Nantas-
ket – those were things peo-
ple didn’t really know about 
him. He was a talented vo-
calist. Those are great mem-
ories that Eric and I shared. 
He was a wonderful person 
and a credit to the entire 
family.”

Donations can be made to 
the American Cancer Soci-
ety. Flowers can be sent to 
Rocco Funeral Home Ever-
ett Ma.

SUMMERSUMMER
ROAD TRIPSROAD TRIPS

inspections + tires

a/c performance

brakes + oil changes

 Repair park & service 
for your convenience

4 generations of

Get ready forGet ready for

owned and operated
by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371
manager john digregorio • broadwaymotorsrevere.com

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAYOPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY

@LandmarksOrch
LandmarksOrchestra.org

Christopher Wilkins, Music Director

FREE SUMMER 
CONCERTS

Wednesdays at 7 PM | DCR Hatch Shell

Mercury Orchestra
August 6

Debussy & The Music of the Sea
August 13

In conjunction with the New England Aquarium

Beethoven & Revolution 
Eroica Symphony

Wed. August 20– Fri. August 22 
See our website for venues and times

Mahler & Ravel
August 27

In conjunction with the Esplanade Association
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Eric Lee was a beloved brother to his siblings, Mark, Sheila, 
and Greg.

Price Rite Marketplace partners with Feed the Children, The Salvation Army of Chelsea, 
the Boys & Girls Club of Chelsea to donate food and essentials to Chelsea families

Special to the Record

Price Rite Marketplace 
teamed up with anti-hunger 
organization Feed the Chil-
dren, The Salvation Army 
of Chelsea, the Boys & 
Girls Club of Chelsea and 
other corporate sponsors to 
distribute food and essen-
tials to nearly 400 local fam-
ilies on August 5. The event 
is part of Price Rite Mar-
ketplace’s annual Feeding 
Minds & Bodies campaign 
in partnership with Feed the 
Children, dedicated to sup-
porting families experienc-
ing food insecurity.

Each family, pre-identi-
fied by The Salvation Army 
of Chelsea and the Boys & 
Girls Club of Chelsea, re-
ceived a 25-lb box of food, 
a 15-lb box of personal care 
items, backpacks filled with 
school supplies, Price Rite 
Marketplace gift cards and 
other assorted items pro-
vided by Feed the Children, 
Price Rite Marketplace and 
the collective generosity of 
corporate partners includ-
ing: CMC® (Eggland’s 
Best), BelGioioso®, Organ-
ic Valley®, Lactalis® (Gal-
bani, President), Lifeway®, 
Kraft®, Hormel Foods®, 
Conagra Brands®, Keurig 
Dr Pepper®, Mondelēz In-
ternational®, Pepsi®, Fri-
to-Lay®, Goya Foods®, 
Tyson Foods®, Butter-
ball®, Café La Llave®, 
Kellogg’s®, Gen Re®, 
United Foods®, Coca-Co-
la®, Smithfield Foods®, 
Utz®, Horizon Organic®, 
Family Foods®, Mamitas 
Ices®, Sugardale® (Fresh 
Mark®), Catalina®, Mel-
ona®, Campoverde® and  
Mi Niña®.

Price Rite Marketplace 
and Feed the Children rep-
resentatives were joined 
by Michael Mason, Depu-
ty City Manager and Head 
of Finance for the City of 

Chelsea; Dr. Aaron Jen-
nings, Chief of Staff to the 
Superintendent of Chelsea 
Public Schools; Jen Hassell, 
Executive Director of the 
Chelsea Chamber of Com-
merce and Major Trudy R. 
Medina, Corps Officer for 
The Salvation Army’s Chel-
sea Corps.

“Our Feeding Minds & 
Bodies program is one of 
the many ways Price Rite 
Marketplace serves its com-
munities,” said Kevin Mc-
Donnell, president of Price 
Rite Marketplace. “We are 
grateful for the support 
from Chelsea residents over 
the years, and this event is 
our way of saying thank 
you. Our Feeding Minds 
& Bodies program reflects 
our continued commitment 
to fighting food insecurity 
in all the communities we 
serve.”

Fighting hunger is at the 
heart of Price Rite Market-
place’s charitable giving 
and paired with Feed the 
Children’s vision to create 
a world where no child goes 
to bed hungry, the two cre-
ated the Feeding Minds & 
Bodies initiative 11 years 
ago. With one in five chil-
dren in the U.S. experienc-
ing food insecurity, hunger 
remains a serious issue in 
many communities.

“A widespread issue like 
childhood hunger will only 
be solved when enough 
people work together,” said 
Emily Callahan, president 
and CEO of Feed the Chil-
dren. “We are grateful to 
be working with Price Rite, 
The Salvation Army, the 
Boys & Girls Club and our 
corporate partners to sup-
port Chelsea. Through the 
power of partnership, we 
can make a greater impact 
as we seek to create a world 
where no child goes to bed 
hungry.”

Since partnering with 

Feed the Children, Price 
Rite Marketplace has con-
tributed nearly four million 
pounds of food totaling 
more than $14 million in 
gift-in-kind donations, help-
ing more than 228,000 peo-
ple in 57 cities.

Price Rite Marketplace 
is a registered trademark 
of Wakefern Food Corp., 
a retailer owned coopera-
tive based in Keasbey, NJ 
and the largest supermarket 
cooperative in the United 
States. Price Rite Market-
place opened its first store in 
1995 under the name Price 
Rite Supermarkets, and 
currently operates 53 gro-
cery stores in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and 
Rhode Island. Committed 
to providing the best value 
for customers, Price Rite 
Marketplace delivers a sim-
plified shopping experience 
with top name brand foods 
and products and expanded 
fresh produce and organ-
ic offerings at exceptional 
prices. Price Rite Market-
place is also dedicated to 
fighting hunger through its 
annual Check-Out Hunger 
fundraising campaign and 
partnerships with Feed The 
Children and local food 
banks. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
priceritemarketplace.com.

Feed the Children is a 
leading nonprofit commit-
ted to ending childhood 
hunger. The organization 
believes that no child should 
go to bed hungry, and so it 
provides children and fam-
ilies in the U.S. and around 
the world with the food and 
essentials kids need to grow 
and thrive. Through its pro-
grams and partnerships, the 
organization feeds children 
today while helping their 
families and communities 
build resilient futures. In 

Volunteers stand along the truck that brought food and essentials for families int he area.

addition to food, Feed the 
Children distributes house-
hold and personal care items 
across the United States to 
help parents and caregivers 
maintain stable, food-secure 
households. Internationally, 
it expands access to nutri-
tious meals, safe water, im-
proved hygiene and training 
in sustainable living. As re-
sponsible stewards of its re-
sources, Feed the Children 
is driven to pursue innova-
tive, holistic and child-fo-
cused solutions to the com-
plex challenges of hunger, 
food insecurity and poverty. 

For children everywhere, 
the organization believes 
that having enough to eat is 
a fundamental right. Learn 
how you can help create a 
world without childhood 
hunger at FeedtheChildren.
org.

The Salvation Army an-
nually helps more than 27 
million people in America 
overcome poverty, addic-
tion, and economic hard-
ships through a range of so-
cial services. By providing 
food for the hungry, emer-
gency relief for disaster 
survivors, rehabilitation for 

those suffering from drug 
and alcohol addiction, and 
clothing and shelter for peo-
ple in need, The Salvation 
Army is doing the most good 
at 6,400 centers of operation 
around the country. During 
times of disaster, 100% of 
designated donations to The 
Salvation Army are used 
for immediate response and 
long-term efforts. For more 
information, visit Salvation-
ArmyMA.org. Follow us on 
X @SalvationArmyMA and 
#DoingTheMostGood.

Volunteers organize and prepare the food for distribution.
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