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Dlstrlct 1 City CounCIIor Todd Taylor (second from right) joins Lee Farrington and Lourdes Alvarez in welcomlng General George
Washington and members of the Black Jacks (far left), Freedom Fighters in the Age of Sail, to the re-enactment event Saturday at

Washington Park.

Photos by Cary Shuman

The City of Chelsea pre-
sented “George Washington
Returns to Chelsea,” a free
outdoor celebration recog-
nizing the city’s vital role
in the American Revolution.
The event took place Satur-
day, July 26 at Washington
Park and featured a spe-
cial appearance by George
Washington reenactor John
Koopman on horseback.

Washington Park, located
at 428 Washington Avenue,

sits across from the site of
the Thomas Pratt Mansion,
also known as the Washing-
ton Pratt House or Old Pratt
House. General George
Washington reportedly
stayed at the house multiple
times during the early years
of the Revolution.

During the speaking por-
tion of the program, Wash-
ington (Koopman) spoke
about his dinner and stay
with the Pratt family and

See WASHINGTON Page 6

Susan Stewart and Mark Nowackl, pictured in 18th century
attire at the event Saturday at Washington Park.

Councilor Garcia earns MWPC endorsement

Special to the Record

City Councilor-at-Large
Kelly Garcia has been en-
dorsed by the Massachu-
setts Women’s Political
Caucus PAC endorsement
in her reelection bid.

“The MWPC PAC is
proud to endorse City
Councilor Kelly Garcia for
Chelsea City Council,” said
Shannon Montanez, Chair
of the MWPC PAC Board

of Directors. “Throughout
her tenure on the Council,
Councilor Garcia has con-
sistently ensured that every
voice has a seat at the table.
Councilor Garcia is a strong
advocate for the school sys-
tem, affordable access to
housing, and transparent
leadership.

“Councilor Garcia’s pri-
orities continue to reflect
our values of representa-

tional governance, repro-
ductive justice, and civic
liberties for all,” Montanez
continued. “A vote for
Councilor Kelly Garcia is a
step towards a more equita-
ble and brighter Chelsea.”
The MWPC PAC is a 527
organization that provides
support to qualified, pro-
choice women candidates
running for municipal, leg-
islative, and statewide offic-

es.

“I am honored to re-
ceive the endorsement of
the MWPC PAC and am
committed to fighting for
my community and for the
causes that matter most to
women in our Common-
wealth, such as civil rights,
access to health care, and
reproductive rights,” Garcia
said.

to return municipal
election papers

Staff Report

City officials are remind-
ing the community that the
deadline to submit nomi-
nation papers for the up-
coming 2025 local election
is Tuesday, August 5, at 5
p.m. and nomination pa-
pers must be certified by the
Chelsea Board of Registrars
by Tuesday, August 19, at 5
p.m.

These documents must be
delivered to the City Clerk’s
Office, located in Room 209
of Chelsea City Hall, 500
Broadway.

The following elected of-
fices are up for election this
fall:

District City Councilor
- 50 certified signatures re-
quired

District School Commit-
tee - 50 certified signatures
required

City Councilor at Large
- 50 certified signatures re-
quired
School Committee at
Large - 50 certified signa-
tures required

A complete list of certi-
fied candidates will be post-
ed at the City Clerk’s Office
and on the City of Chelsea
website on Wednesday, Au-
gust 20.

To review the list of indi-
viduals running for public
office in Chelsea, and for
more information about this
election, visit chelseama.
gov/departments/city_clerk/
index.php or request a dig-

ital or physical copy by
contacting the Chelsea City
Clerk’s Office at (617) 466-
4050 or visit www.chelsea-
ma.gov.

Residents are encouraged
to register to vote and check
their voter registration sta-
tus as soon as possible. The
City will notify the commu-
nity of other key election
dates once all nomination
papers have been certified.

As of Tuesday, there
were a number of potential
contested city council and
school committee races.

The three incumbent
council at-large  candi-
dates — Leo Robinson,

Kelly Garcia, and Roberto
Jimenez-Rivera have all
pulled papers for reelection.
Yesenia Alfaro and Nich-
olas Gregoretti have also
pulled papers to run for the
three at-large seats.

In District 1, Christian De
Jesus Franco and incumbent
Todd Taylor have pulled pa-

pers.
In District 2, Deron Hines
and incumbent Melinda

Vega have pulled papers.
In District 3, current coun-
cil president and incumbent
Norieliz DeJesus has pulled
papers.

In District 4, the potential
candidates are Marnie Ma-
cAlpine and Andy Ramos.
In districts 5 and 6, and 7,
incumbents Lisa Santagate,

See NOM. PAPERS Page 2

Planning board
looking forward to
busy August meeting

By Adam Swift

An Instant Hit

Antojitos brings the rich flavors of Latin
American cuisine to the neighborhood

By Cary Shuman

There is something very
special happening in a new
restaurant at the corner of
Congress Avenue and Divi-
sion Street.

Chelsea residents are
making owner Jeidi Bergan-
za’s restaurant, Antojitos
Latinos, an immensely pop-
ular gathering place in the
neighborhood for breakfast,
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lunch, and dinner.

Berganza and her staff
prepare and serve Salvador-
ian, Guatemalan, Honduran,
Mexican, and Spanish food.
As its website boasts pride-
fully, “Antojitos is known
for its authentic dishes like
pupusas, burritos, and gord-
itas. The restaurant also
offers a variety of desserts
and traditional drinks like
horchata. With a cozy and
inviting atmosphere, it’s an
ideal spot for casual din-
ing, breakfast, or takeout.
Customers appreciate the
homemade taste, excel-
lent service, and affordable
prices that make every visit
memorable.”

Berganza, 45, who is
originally from EI Salvador,

Antojitos Latinos restaurant owner Jeidi Berganza (center),
pictured with culinary and operations staff, Delmy Portillo

(left) and Laura Mejia (right).

said she’s very happy about
the reception from the Chel-
sea community.
“Everything is going very
well,” said Berganza, who
has also owned a restaurant

on Ferry Street in Everett
for 15 years. “People like
our dishes, salads, soups,
rice, beans — everything

See ANTOJITOS Page 4

The Chelsea Planning
Board is looking at a packed
agenda for its August 26
regular meeting.

During last week’s meet-
ing, three major projects
before the planning board
were continued to its Au-
gust 26 meeting.

In addition, the Boston
Provisions proposal for 100
Justin Drive is scheduled to
be on the August 26 agenda.

One of the projects con-
tinued until August was La
Colaborativa’s planned
economic development cen-
ter at 50 Heard St.

The floorplan calls for
a four-story structure that
will eventually house the
nonprofit’s new workforce
training, vocational educa-
tion, and small business de-
velopment programming.

Earlier this summer, the
planning board requested
more information on noise
mitigation, the center’s
planned hours of operation,
water drainage plans, the

height of the building, and
potential traffic issues asso-
ciated with the project.

The board also continued
a 34-unit residential propos-
al planned for 34-62 Winni-
simmet St. and 14-20 Pem-
broke St.

At the initial public hear-
ing on the project, nearby
residents raised concerns
about the density of the
project, as well as traffic
and potential environmental
concerns. The project attor-
ney, Anthony Rossi, stated
that he was seeking the con-
tinuance in order to meet
with neighbors and address
some of the concerns at the
previous meeting.

The project for 816-818
Broadway that was contin-
ued calls for the demolition
of an existing structure to be
replaced by a 15-unit resi-
dential building.

In addition to the three
continued projects, the pub-
lic hearing on the Boston
Provisions project is also

See PLANNING BD. Page 4

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check chelsearecord.com
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Local municipal officials call for state action to keep food waste out of the trash

Special to the Record

While residents across
the Commonwealth have
just experienced a re-
cord-breaking heatwave in
some areas, municipal offi-
cials are acting on a less-of-
ten-discussed  contributor
to the climate crisis: food
waste. Fifty-one munici-
pal officials from 17 cities
and towns across Massa-
chusetts, including Revere,
Boston, Everett, Lynn, and
Chelsea, made that connec-
tion and urged the state to
take action in a letter deliv-
ered this week to Governor
Maura Healey and Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection (MassDEP) Com-
missioner Bonnie Heiple.

While landfill space in
Massachusetts is rapidly fill-
ing up, food waste decom-
posing in landfills produces
methane, a potent green-
house gas. And according
to EPA data, landfills are
one of the largest sourc-
es of methane emissions
in the Bay state. MassDEP
estimates that food waste
accounts for more than 25
percent of the waste stream
after recycling, or over 1
million tons per year.

“We ask the State to put
in place concrete plans,

funding and technical assis-
tance to increase compost-
ing infrastructure, working
in partnership with com-
munities like ours to divert
food waste and minimize
the climate impact of dis-
carded food,” the letter
states “An expansion of
sustainable waste manage-
ment practices will benefit
our residents and our econ-
omy. Communities like ours
are ready to partner with the
state to expand composting
in (Massachusetts.)”

Local municipal offi-
cials who signed the letter
include Revere City Coun-
cilors Juan Pablo Jaramil-
lo, Marc Silvestri, Angela
Guarino-Sawaya, Ira No-
voselsky, Michelle Kelley,
and Robert Haas, III; Chel-
sea City Councilors Kelly
Garcia, Tanairi Garica, Ro-
berto Jimenez-Rivera, and
Melinda Vega; Boston City
Councilors Henry Santana,
Ruthzee Louijeune, Julia
Mejia, Enrique Pepén, and
Gabriella  Coletta-Zapata;
Lynn City Councilors Na-
tasha Megie-Maddrey and
Nicole McClain; and Ever-
ett City Council President
Stephanie Martins.

“Municipalities across the
state are leading by building
waste diversion programs

that address the climate
crisis effects of landfilling
food waste,” said Revere
City Councilor Juan Pab-
lo Jaramillo. “We need the
resources to build out these
programs into comprehen-
sive municipal services that
make it easier and afford-
able for working class com-
munities and their residents
to partake in reducing meth-
ane emissions and meeting
out the Commonwealth’s
emissions goals.” Amber
Schmidt, Zero Waste Orga-
nizer at Clean Water Action,
who helped coordinate the
letter, said diverting organ-
ic waste from landfills will
prevent the unnecessary re-
lease of methane while pro-
viding numerous benefits
such as compost for healthy
soil and new green jobs.
“Keeping food waste out
of our landfills is not just an
environmental imperative,
it’s a moral one,” said Chel-
sea City Councilor Kelly
Garcia. “In Massachusetts
alone, more than 1 million
tons of food waste end up
in our trash every year,
contributing to methane
emissions that are over 80
times more potent than car-
bon dioxide. By expanding
composting  infrastructure
and supporting local com-

DONNA EAVES FINNIE HOSTS

Donna Eaves Finnie (front row) hosted a re

union for Chester Avenue residents at her home in

al

Revere. Pictured with Donna are guests (back row) Susan Lanzillo DeSantis, Christine Delvental
MacMullin, Karen Delvental Swartwout, and Joan Lanzillo Hahesy.

Nomination Papers // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Giovanni Recupero, and
Manuel Teshe so far have
no challengers.

In District 8, incumbent
Calvin T. Brown is fac-
ing potential challengers
Marceza Kotoni and Nicho-
las Gregoretti.

Incumbent school com-

mittee  candidates  who
have pulled papers to run
for  reelection include
Katherine Cabral, Shawn
O’Regan, Sarah Elizabeth
Neville, Jonathan Daniel
Gomez-Pereira, Mayra Bal-
deras, Claryangeliz Covas
Caraballo, Ana Hernandez,

and Lucia Henriquez.

Other school commit-
tee candidates who have
pulled papers include Rich-
ard Maronski, Hugo Per-
domo, Katherine Palencia,
Leonard Warner, and Jacob
Small.

pr—

CONCERTS

munities, we can cut these
emissions, create healthy
soils, and build a more sus-
tainable future. I'm proud
to join municipal leaders
across the state in calling for
this urgent action.”

Massachusetts current-

ly generates over six mil-
lion tons of waste per year,
with a growing percentage
exported to other states. In
2024, Clean Water Action
and MASSPIRG launched
a campaign called Plate to
Planet with a goal of reduc-

ing food waste and divert-
ing all organics from dis-
posal. To reach the goals in
its 2030 Solid Waste Master
Plan, the state must more
than double its rate of food
diversion from landfills and
incinerators.

One arrested

Staff Report

On Thursday, July 25,
the Chelsea Police Depart-
ment’s drug unit, with the
assistance of the Revere
Police drug unit, executed
a court-authorized search
warrant at 68 Orange Street
as part of an ongoing nar-
cotics investigation.

The target of the in-
vestigation, Jordy Ramos
Romero, 27, was taken into
custody without incident,
according to police. As a
result of the search, officers
recovered one unlawfully
possessed firearm, approx-
imately 68 grams of crack
cocaine, and $9,600 in sus-
pected drug proceeds

The investigation was led
by Chelsea detectives.

Their work is a reflection
of the ongoing commitment
by the Chelsea Police De-
partment to proactively ad-
dress drug trafficking and
firearm-related violence

i

ange Street address last week.

in our community, accord-
ing to Police Chief Keith
Houghton.

“This case highlights
the importance of region-
al partnerships in targeting
individuals who bring dan-
gerous drugs and illegal
firearms into our neighbor-
hoods,” said Houghton. “I
commend the Chelsea and

on drug and gun charges

Chelsea Police photo of drugs and money taken from an Or-

Revere drug units for their
professionalism and dedica-
tion.”

Romero is being charged
with multiple offenses in-
cluding trafficking a Class B
substance (crack cocaine),
unlawful possession of a
firearm and was expected to
be arraigned in Chelsea Dis-
trict Court.

Sen. DiDomenico moves to
eliminate outdated and offensive laws

Special to the Record

Senator DiDomenico
joined his colleagues in the
Massachusetts Senate to
unanimously pass two sep-
arate bills that will bring
Massachusetts laws into the
21st century by removing
offensive language from
state statute and repealing
outdated,  unconstitution-
al laws that hamper civil
rights.

The Senate passed An
Act relative to archaic laws,
which repeals outdated stat-
utes that criminalized acts
now understood to be pro-
tected under the Constitu-
tion. Senator DiDomenico
secured an amendment to
this bill that would remove
the crime of petit treason
from the Massachusetts
General Laws. Petit trea-
son is shockingly still in our
laws as a crime of killing
one’s “superior,” namely
an enslaved person killing
their enslaver, a wife killing
her husband, or a clergyman
killing their superior. Di-
Domenico has been filing
legislation and advocating
to remove this language for
several years.

Senator DiDomenico
spoke in favor of his amend-
ment on the Senate floor,
“There are two individuals
that were convicted of pe-
tit treason in the common-
wealth in 1775 — if you can
believe this law has been in
existence since 1775 in our
state — and it happened in
the district I represent today.
There were two enslaved
people who could no lon-
ger endure their enslaver’s
severe cruelty. Each was
convicted and sentenced to
death. Mark was the first
person, who was hanged
publicly, while Phyllis, the
second person, was burned
to death. Petit treason is
archaic and was primari-
ly used for discriminatory
purposes, and it should be

stricken from the general
laws. Removal of this anti-
quated and offensive statute
is an important step towards
ensuring our laws reflect our
collective commitment to
correcting our past history.”

N

Sen. Sal DiDomenico

This legislation also in-
cludes the repeal of centu-
ries-old laws that criminal-
ized sodomy as a ‘crime
against nature’ and so-
called ‘unnatural’ acts be-
tween consenting adults.
The criminalization of sod-
omy, which was punishable
by up to 20 years in prison,
was used to discriminate
against LGBTQ+ residents
in the past. Any remaining
sodomy laws in the United
States were invalidated by a
U.S. Supreme Court ruling
in 2003. The archaic laws
bill, S.1034, would also re-
peal the 18th century law
that calls for punishment of
up to one year in jail for a
person who utters a blas-
phemy, something now
acknowledged to be cov-
ered under the fundamen-
tal freedoms of speech and
religion. Moving forward,
a permanent commission
of experts established un-
der this legislation would
conduct periodic reviews to
ensure state laws remain as
up-to-date as possible.

Additionally, the bill cre-
ates a panel of experts—in-
cluding bipartisan appoin-
tees from the Legislature,
the executive branch, pros-

ecutors, and public defend-
ers—would search for any
defects or anachronisms in
state laws, aided by sugges-
tions from the Judiciary and
other officials. The commis-
sion would report proposed
fixes to the Legislature at
the close of every term.

The Senate also passed
An Act amending certain
laws relative to individu-
als with disabilities, which
strikes the ‘r-word,” a de-
rogatory slur for people with
disabilities, out of state law
in the dozens of instances
where it currently appears.
This includes renaming an
entire chapter of law that

prominently includes the
r-word.
The bill, S.137, also

builds person-first language
into state law, prioritizing
terminology like ‘person
with a disability’ that plac-
es the individual first. Other
outdated references such as
‘handicap’ or ‘needy’ to de-
scribe people with disabili-
ties are also erased from the
law.

Melissa Reilly, advocate
for people with disabilities
and former policy advisor to
Senator James B. Eldridge:

“The  Archaic  Lan-
guage Bill, S.137—An Act
amending certain laws rela-
tive to individuals with dis-
abilities—is really import-
ant because all people with
disabilities should be treat-
ed and respected by others
and not mocked or judged
or bullied by others for
their disabilities. We are all
unique and deserve respect,
we do not want to be known
as The ‘r-word.” We all are
unique and different. Peo-
ple with disabilities deserve
respect. We are able and ca-
pable and not disabled. We
are hardworking people and
we need to be respected and
dedicated and have dignity.
Please help us to make a
difference and support this
bill.”

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Record encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
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21ST ANNUAL REVERE BEACH INTERNATIONAL SAND SCULPTING FESTIVAL

“The Rise of Al," by Matt Deibert, of New Jersey.

First place winner, “Delicate Balance,” by Abe Waterman, Can-
ada.

John Hamel, Chairman,
Revere Beach International
Sand Sculpting Festival,
expressing his appreciation
for the organizating team,
sponsors, and volunteers.

Kristen Karshis, President,
Revere Beach Partnership.

”Catch Your Dreams,” by Jobi Bouchard Canada

Photos by Marianne Salza

Revere Beach Partner-
ship, that’s mission is to en-
hance and preserve Amer-
ica’s first public beach,
held its 21st Annual Revere
Beach International Sand
Sculpting Festival on the
July 25,26, and 27 weekend,
filling the boulevard with
local and global visitors.

“We are proud of this
event,” said John Hamel,
Chairman, Revere Beach
International Sand Sculpt-
ing Festival, who expressed
his appreciation for the or-
ganizing team, sponsors,
and volunteers. “As chair-
person, I can speak for ev-
eryone in saying how grate-
ful we are for the master

"' 'Il"|
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sand sculptors who have
come from all over the
world and graced this beach
with beautiful works of art.”
Abe Waterman, of Can-
ada, won both the People’s
Choice Award and first
place for his piece, “Deli-
cate Balance.” Second place
was awarded to “Deep
Sleep,” by Slavian Borec-
ki, of Poland; and third
place was awarded to “I See
You,” by Henneke Supply,
of Belgium. Mayor Patrick
Keefe was also presented
a golden shovel in appre-
ciation for his instrumental
commitment and passion
for the festival, and his ded-
ication to the City of Revere
throughout the year.

Amalla Linden, Jaydon Treadway, Sam Cartrelne, and CJ Gil-
bert, of the William Diamond Juniors Fife and Drum Corps, of

Lexington.

This year’s Sand Sculpting Festival theme celebrated the nation’s upcoming 250th anniversary
of the American Revolution, with historical reenactors like Revere resident, Tom Coots, and
Jonathan Lane, Executive Director, Revolution 250.

Revere author, Gerard Cole,
and his wife, Geraldine Cole.

Second place winner, “Deep Sleep,” shown to the right, by
Slavian Borecki, Poland.

Visitors admiring the sand sculptures at Revere Beach on July 26.
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PUBLIC DEFENDER
ATTORNEYS DESERVE FAIR
COMPENSATION

The ongoing work stoppage by the public defender attor-
neys who are part of what is known as the Bar Advocates
program needs to be resolved by the legislature as soon as
possible.

The Bar Advocates are private attorneys who are
court-appointed by a judge to represent indigent defen-
dants in all sorts of cases, most notably criminal and mental
health matters. An attorney who is a member of the Bar
Advocate program chooses one or two days per month in a
district court on which they will be available to take cases
of defendants. A Bar Advocate typically is assigned to a de-
fendant at the time of a defendant’s first appearance in the
courtroom, which usually is at the arraignment.

However, for the past four weeks or so, many of the Bar
Advocates informally have agreed to stop taking on new
clients for a very simple reason: Their compensation rate of
$65 per hour is a joke -- a pathetic joke.

Massachusetts compensates its Bar Advocates at a pit-
tance compared to neighboring states such as Rhode Island
($112 per hour), New Hampshire ($125 per hour), and
Maine and New York ($150 per hour).

The $65 rate in the Commonwealth of Mass. is not even
half of the average of those other states.

As a result of the refusal of many Bar Advocates to take
new assignments (we would note that they still are provid-
ing representation to their current clients), judges are either
releasing defendants who are being held on bail or dismiss-
ing their cases without prejudice because the law mandates
that these defendants must receive hearings within a certain
number of days at which they are entitled to have legal rep-
resentation.

Even though a dismissal of charges without prejudice
means that the district attorney can refile the case at a lat-
er time, the bottom line is that many defendants who may
pose a threat to public safety are being released, which ob-
viously is not a good thing.

How the legislature and the governor allowed us to get
to this point is irrelevant -- finger pointing is a useless ex-
ercise. However, both the legislature and the governor have
the ability to rectify the situation by very simply raising the
compensation for Bar Advocates to a rate comparable to
our neighboring states.

Bar Advocates, who have spent tens of thousands of dol-
lars to obtain a law degree, are not even being treated as
an after-thought by the governor and the legislature. The
Bar Advocates are being taken for granted, with the result
that public safety -- and justice -- are being sacrificed to the
detriment of every citizen of our state.

ALL ABILITY DAY IS SET FOR
AUGUST 9 AT REVERE BEACH

The second annual All Ability Day at Revere Beach is
scheduled for next Saturday, August 9, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

The event is being sponsored by the Revere Disabilities
Commission, which has received a grant from Save the
Harbor/Save the Bay for the second year in a row, in con-
junction with the Mass. Dept. of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR) and the Revere Recreation Commission.

Accessible sand and swim chairs will be provided. Last
year’s inaugural event, which was attended by persons
from throughout the Greater Boston area, was a big success
and the organizers are hoping for an even-bigger turnout
this year.

The festivities will take place from the Oak Island Bath-
house at 462 Revere Beach Boulevard, (Entry #36). The
first 100 people to register will receive a free lunch if they
do so by August 5 on Community Pass on RevereRec.org.

All Ability Day provides a wonderful opportunity for
persons with disabilities to enjoy a day of fun in the sun.
Those who participated last year were thrilled with their
experience and this year’s event promises to be even more
festive and meaningful for those who attend.

SUBSCRIPTION
INFORMATION

Chelsea Record is published every Thursday by the
Revere -based Independent Newspaper Group. Peri-
odical postage rates paid at Boston, MA. Subscrip-
tion rates are $30 per year in Chelsea, and $70 per
year outside the city. The Chelsea Record assumes
no financial responsibility for typographical errors
in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the
advertisement in which the error occurs. Advertisers

will please notify the management immediately of
any errors that may occur. Chelsea Record, 101-680,
at 385 Broadway, the Citizens Bank Building, Suite
105, Revere, MA 02151, is a weekly publication.
Periodicals postage paid at Boston, MA 02110.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Indepen-
dent Newspaper Group, 385 Broadway, Suite 105,
Revere, MA 02151.
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REGARDING
COVERAGE

OF BOSTON
PROVISIONS AT
PLANNING BOARD

MEETING

Dear Editor,

The coverage by the
Chelsea Record of the Plan-
ning Board meeting (July
15) regarding the applica-
tion for a special permit by
Boston Provisions (BP),
did not accurately reflect
the number, or the views,
of dozens of neighbors who
spoke in opposition to Bos-
ton Provisions occupying
100 Justin Drive. Since we
are the few neighbors who
were quoted, we would like
to raise those additional is-
sues here.

At the meeting, those
whose homes abut this
property raised concerns

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

about odors, fumes, and
noise from delivery trucks
and their contents arriving
early in the morning; to
the nature of the business
itself; and to exponential-
ly increased traffic along
Commandants Way. This
will affect not only a dense-
ly populated neighborhood,
but also an assisted living
and center for persons with
ALS who frequent the same
street in wheelchairs.

Many concerned neigh-
bors brought up the envi-
ronmental impact to the
area, since the parcel abuts
Island End River and is ad-
jacent to a state park which
hundreds of Chelsea fami-
lies enjoy weekly.

Since Boston Provisions
will occupy only one quar-
ter of the space initially, the
remaining  three-quarters
could be available for BP

News BRIEFS

OVERNIGHT
DOUBLE LANE
CLOSURES ON
ROUTE 1 NB AND SB

OVER WEBSTER AVE.

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation
(MassDOT) is announcing
that it will be implementing
overnight double lane clo-
sure on Route 1 northbound
and southbound during
weeknights for approxi-
mately three weeks. These
impacts are scheduled to oc-
cur Monday night to Thurs-
day night from approxi-
mately 10:00 p.m., through
5:00 a.m.

The lane closures are
necessary to establish a
work zone which will en-
able crews and contractors
to carry out work as part of
the ongoing project to clean,
paint, and make steel and
concrete repairs to Webster
Avenue Bridge on Route 1.

Appropriate signage and
law enforcement details will
be in place to guide drivers
through the work area.

Drivers traveling through
the area should expect de-
lays, reduce speed, and use
caution.

All scheduled work is
weather dependent and sub-
ject to change without no-
tice.

For information on traffic
conditions travelers are en-
couraged to:

Dial 511 before heading
out onto the roadways and
select a route to hear re-
al-time conditions.

Visit www.mass511.com,
a website which provides
real-time traffic and incident
advisory information, ac-
cess to traffic cameras, and
allows users to subscribe to
text and email alerts for traf-
fic conditions.

Follow MassDOT on
Twitter @MassDOT to re-
ceive regular updates on
road and traffic conditions.

Download MassDOT'’s
GoTime mobile app and
view real-time traffic con-
ditions before setting out on
the road.

NFPA OFFERS
RESOURCES
FOLLOWING
FALL RIVER FIRE
TRAGEDY

The National Fire Protec-
tion Association® (NFPA®)
is emphasizing the critical
fire risks associated with

smoking in the presence of
medical oxygen and offer-
ing the public and the media
resources on the topic.

At a press conference
today, the Bristol County
District Attorney’s Office
and the Massachusetts State
Fire Marshal’s Office pro-
vided an update on the on-
going investigation into the
fatal fire at Gabriel House,
an assisted living facility in
Fall River, Massachusetts.
Investigators confirmed the
fire began in a second-floor
resident room and remains
classified as  “undeter-

mined” under NFPA 921
guidelines.
However, two possi-

ble accidental causes were
identified as likely igni-
tion sources: an electrical
or mechanical malfunction
involving an oxygen con-
centrator, or the improper
use or disposal of smoking
materials. Investigators also
emphasized that the pres-
ence of medical oxygen
contributed significantly to
the rapid spread and lethali-
ty of the fire, which claimed
10 lives.

These initial findings
highlight longstanding con-
cerns around home oxygen
use and smoking. NFPA
offers several resources on
these topics, including:

* Medical Oxygen Safety

* Smoking & Home Fire
Safety

* Data on Fires and Burns
Related to Medical Oxygen

“NFPA urges all caregiv-
ers, facility managers, and
individuals using home oxy-
gen to review and share these
safety guidelines,” said Lor-
raine Carli, NFPA vice pres-
ident of Outreach & Advoca-
cy. “Smoking near oxygen is
never safe, and extra precau-
tions must be taken to protect
vulnerable populations.”

Founded in 1896, NFPA®
is a global self-funded non-
profit organization devoted
to eliminating death, injury,
property, and economic loss
due to fire, electrical and
related hazards. The associ-
ation delivers information
and knowledge through more
than 300 consensus codes and
standards, research, training,
education, outreach and ad-
vocacy; and by partnering
with others who share an in-
terest in furthering the NFPA
mission. For more informa-
tion, visit www.nfpa.org. All
NFPA codes and standards
can be viewed online for free
at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.

expansion.

Two other parts of Chel-
sea are already zoned for
companies like Boston Pro-
visions, and locating the
business in one of these
will give Chelsea the jobs
and tax revenue that Bos-
ton Provisions promises,
without impacting any res-
idential neighborhood neg-
atively. Moreover, Chelsea
officials are not following
its own guidelines in con-
sidering this special per-

mit. In our opinion, this is
“spot zoning” and the city
of Chelsea should do better.
It should be clear from
the public response at the
Planning Board meeting
and the over 500 signatures
gathered thus far, that we
intend to pursue our objec-
tions to this Special Permit.
Eddie Gaffney

Marlene Jennings

Craig Murphy

Suzanne Perry

Carol Resnik

Planning Bd. // conmuep rromeace:

supposed to be back before
the planning board on Au-
gust 26.

Both the ZBA and the
planning board have held
lengthy special meetings
dedicated to the project.

At the last planning board
meeting earlier in July, nu-
merous nearby residents
and abutters raised con-
cerns about odors, fumes,
and noise from delivery
trucks and their contents ar-
riving early in the morning;
to the nature of the business
itself; and to exponentially
increased traffic along Com-
mandants Way. Residents
noted that the project would
affect not only a densely
populated  neighborhood,
but also an assisted living
and center for persons with

ALS who frequent the same
street in wheelchairs.

The project team from
Boston Provisions have
stated that the project would
help revitalize the site, and
bring an existing 125 jobs to
Chelsea with the potential to
double that number in three
years. They have also noted
that professional noise and
traffic studies show there
would be little adverse ef-
fect to the neighborhood.

Given the heavy agenda
for the August 26 planning
board meeting, city land use
and planning director John
DePriest said he would
speak to the applicants to
see if any of the projects
could be further continued
until September.

AIltOjitOS // coNTINUED FrOMPAGE 1

Spanish.”

Berganza, who is married
and has three children (ages
22, 15, and 8), credits Dis-
trict 7 Councilor Manuel
Teshe for helping her nav-
igate the pre-opening legal
process and build up her
business.

“I'm very grateful to
Manuel for his help and
guidance,” said Berganza.

“He’s a great person.”

Berganza said she was
also excited to have City
Manager Fidel Maltez stop
in to personally congratu-
late her on the new venture
and wish her well for the
future.

(Information from the

restaurant’s web site was
used in the compilation of
this story).

g
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District 7 Councilor and law school student Manuel Tesche
(right) was very supportive of Jeidi Berganza in her quest to

open a new restaurant in Chelsea. The duo is pictured inside
the popular dining establishment on Congress Avenue.
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LIEUTENANT FIREFIGHTER OMAR FROMETA, DRONE OPERATOR FOR THE CHELSEA FIRE
DEPARTMENT.

CFD responds to fire
at the Verizon building

Special to the Record

On July 23,2025, at 3:05
p.m., the Chelsea Fire De-
partment (CFD) respond-
ed to a working fire at the
Verizon building located at
1 City Hall Ave after a per-
son alerted a firefighter at
the Central Fire Station that
there was black smoke com-
ing from the building. That
firefighter quickly ran up
City Hall Ave and observed
fire and smoke coming from
the roof.

Engine 4, the first unit on
scene, reported fire showing
from the roof, and quick-
ly initiated an aggressive
fire attack while firefight-
ers from Tower 1 searched
the building, locating two
workers who were not
aware of the fire and safely
evacuated them.

All Chelsea units, in-

cluding the department's
new Drone Unit operated
at this fire with assistance
from Revere and Everett.
Crews were able to contain
the fire to one section of the
roof, preventing further fire
spread and limiting dam-
age to the facility. The new
drone was instrumental in
monitoring conditions on
the roof and scanning the
fire area for heat using ther-
mal imaging.

There were no injuries
reported and Verizon repre-
sentatives reported no inter-
ruptions to service.

Following an investiga-
tion by the CFD Fire In-
vestigation Unit, the cause
of the fire was determined
to be heat radiating from a
backup generator exhaust
pipe, which ignited roofing
materials.

Cohen Florence Levine Estates
Charley Kanter wins prestigious
MASS-ALA Resident Spirit Award

Special to the Record

Charley Kanter, a beloved
resident at Cohen Florence
Levine Estates Assisted
Living, was recently hon-
ored at the Massachusetts
Assisted Living Association
(Mass-ALA)  Excellence
Awards Dinner. Kanter re-
ceived the Resident Spirit
Award, which is present-
ed every year to a resident
who embodies the heart and
soul of their assisted liv-
ing community. The award
highlights residents who
are actively engaged, sup-
portive of others, and who
make a meaningful impact
on the lives of their fellow
residents. Cohen Florence
Levine Estates is operated
by Chelsea Jewish Lifecare,
an affiliate of Legacy Life-
care.

“We are all thrilled that
Charley Kanter was rec-
ognized by Mass-ALA,”
said Kristen Donnelly, Ex-
ecutive Director of Cohen
Florence Levine Estates
Assisted Living. “He’s such
a cherished member of our
community, helping with
activities and bringing joy
to residents and staff alike.
Charley lights up a room the
moment he enters.”

Charley, a young 100,

was born and raised on a
farm in Connecticut and set-
tled in Springfield, MA with
his wife and two daughters.
Charlie made his living sell-
ing and distributing eggs.
At 65, he retired to Florida,
soaking up the sun until,
at age 90, he moved back
to Massachusetts. Today, a
resident at Cohen Florence
Levine Estates Assisted
Living, Charley is fond of
saying,” I am now living the
best part of my life!”
Donnelly echoed the sen-
timents of everyone in the
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare/
Legacy Lifecare organiza-
tion. “Watching Charley ac-
cept this award and receive
a well-deserved standing
ovation was truly inspir-
ing,” said Donnelly. “We
feel so fortunate to have him
live in our community.”
The Admiral’s Hill assist-
ed living residences, part of
the nonprofit Chelsea Jew-
ish Lifecare, include Cohen
Florence Levine Estates, a
traditional assisted living as
well as Florence & Chafetz
Specialized Care, an assist-
ed living for those in need
of memory support. Chelsea
Jewish Lifecare is redefin-

See KANTER Page 7
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Valerie B. LaFauci
July 24 2025

July 21, 1934 -

At the age of 91, Val-
erie LaFauci passed away
peacefully at Beverly Hos-
pital on Thursday, July 24,
2025, surrounded by her
loving family after a period
of declining health.

A former longtime resi-
dent of Chelsea, she had re-
sided in Danvers at the New
England Home for the Deaf
for the past five years.

Valerie was born and
raised in Chelsea, one of
four children of the late
Vincent and Beatrice (Kow-
alski) Dalton. She received
her education at the Horace
Mann School for the Deaf
in Boston, where she fos-
tered a love for learning that
would carry throughout her
life.

In 1953, Valerie married
Albert J. LaFauci, with
whom she shared a deep
bond for 61 years until his
passing in 2014. Together,
they nurtured a loving fami-
ly, raising one daughter and
two sons. Valerie was an un-
wavering source of strength
and support for her loved
ones, cherishing the role of
devoted mother and grand-
mother.

Professionally,  Valerie
made her mark as a Data
Processor for PartyLite
at their Plymouth office,
where she diligently com-
muted from her home in
Chelsea for many years be-
fore retiring in 2006.

Valerie was also a dedi-
cated member of the King-
dom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses in Lawrence, where
she found community and
fellowship.

Throughout her life, she
expressed her creativity
through home crafts, de-
lighting family and friends
with her knitting and cro-
cheting prowess. The nu-
merous  afghans, baby
blankets, and sweaters she
created are treasured me-
mentos that will forever re-
main in the hearts of those
she loved.

In addition to her parents
and husband, Valerie was
predeceased by her son,
John J. LaFauci and his
husband, John J. Dumas, as
well as her siblings and their
spouses Joan and Jim Arse-
nault and Barbara and Jim
Updyke.

She is survived by her
devoted daughter, Diana

Ligocki of Chelsea, and her
late husband, Henry; her
son, Albert V. LaFauci, and
his wife, Arlene of Ossipee,
NH; and cherished grand-
children: Henry Ligocki,
Matthew and his wife, Car-
rie, all of Chelsea, Albert
LaFauci of Everett, Christi-
na Zalaket and her husband,
James of Derry, NH, An-
thony LaFauci of Medford,
Cross Woodfield of East
Boston, and Ryan LaFauci
of Ossipee, NH; her brother,
John Dalton and his wife,
Teresa of Arizona. She was
also a proud great-grand-
mother to Vivianna, and
Isaac Ligocki and Dominic
Zalaket. Valerie is addition-
ally survived by her lifelong
friend, Shirley Vigna and
her family, along with many
nieces, nephews, extended
family and friends.

Relatives and friends
are most kindly invited to
attend calling hours and
services for Valerie at the
Welsh Funeral Home, 718
Broadway, Chelsea, today,
Thursday, July 31st, from
10 am.to 1 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions in Valerie’s name
may be made to the New
England Home for the Deaf,
154 Water St., Danvers, MA
01923, or by visiting their
website at https://nehd.org/
donate/

Valerie LaFauci will be
remembered for her unwav-
ering love, extraordinary
craftsmanship, and ability to
bring warmth and joy to all
who were fortunate enough
to know her. Her spirit. will
live on in the hearts of her
family and friends, a testa-
ment to a life well-lived and
deeply loved.

To send expressions of
sympathy, visit www.welsh-
fh.com.

Yolir. Sunerat Home

Burial and Cremation Service
www.WelshFh.com

VCarafa F amily"
Funeral

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.
Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa -
Funeral Directors
carafafuneralhome .com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our
price protection guarantee.
Arrangements made at our
facility or in the comfort of
your own home
4 generations of the Torf Tradition:
Deborah Torf Golden  Amy Torf Golden
Hyman J. Torf (1903-2000)

ML Torf (1867-1940)
Richard A. Prunean

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Your opinions,
please

The Record welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
ing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02131.
Letters may also be e-mailed to
stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com.

Letters must be signed.
We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

$195.00 per paper.
Includes photo.No word Limit.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 781-485-0588

Annette Gold

A unique strong woman with high ideals and a
generous sp1r1t

Annette Gold, devoted
and loving wife to Marvin
R. Gold, with whom she
shared 68 years of mar-
riage, and cherished moth-
er, grandmother, and great
grandmother passed away
peacefully on July 25, 2025
at the age of 89.

Born and raised in Chel-
sea, Annette spent 68 years
in Revere where she lived
with her husband and fam-
ily.

Annette was the oldest of
four children of Harry and
Bella Altman.

While Annette raised her
family, she worked as a
bookkeeper and office man-
ager for several employers
up until age 77. Annette was
known for her meticulous
record keeping and account-
ing.

Annette was a unique,
strong woman with high
ideals that she instilled in
her family. At the same
time, she had a generous
spirit, was good-hearted and
was always willing to lend
a hand to others. Annette’s
greatest joy was in spending
time with family and friends.
She was present for every
one of life’s milestones of
her family. She was tough,
a strong advocate for family
and friends and a strict dis-
ciplinarian when warranted.
By the same token, Annette
was compassionate, loyal
and caring to others. She
was always there for every-

one.
Annette is survived by
her loving husband, Marvin
Gold, her daughter, Deb-
orah Gold-Alexander, and
her husband, Richard Al-
exander and her grandson,
Charles Alexander, her son,
David Gold and his wife,
Deborah Cunio Gold, her
granddaughter,
Perez and her husband, Pe-
ter Perez, great grandson,
Nicholas Perez, and her
granddaughter, Samantha
Gold. She was predeceased
by her sister, Dorothy Ma-
govsky and brother-in-law,
Murray Magovsky, and
leaves behind her brothers,
Richard Altman and Leon-
ard Altman, as well as sev-
eral nieces and nephews.
Services  were  held
Wednesday, July 30 at 11
am. at the Torf Funeral
Chapel, 151 Washington
Ave., Chelsea. Interment
was in Everett. Donations in
Annette’s memory may be
made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital or the
American Cancer Society.

Amanda

N\

J “Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” N\

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS

FUNERAL HOME

Peter A. Zaksheski
Type 111 Licensed Funeral Director

718 Q%roadway, Chelsea — 617-889-2723 — 617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com
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To place a memoriam in the
Chelsea Record please call
781-485-0588
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SAN ROCCO SOCIETY'S
6TH ANNUAL

COMEDY
NIGHT

UNLIMITED PIZZA + SODA
TICKETS: $30 PER PERSON INCLUDES
1 FREE RAFFLE TICKET

Sunday, August 3rd
PRINCE PIZZA
517 Broadway, Saugus, MA 01906

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30
LAUGHS START AT 7:30

FOR TICKETS:
CONTACT GIOVANNI LEONE @ 781 346 3512;
EMAIL THE SOCIETY VSRBOSTON@GMAIL.COM,
OR MESSAGE ON SOCIAL MEDIA




Page 6

THE CHELSEA RECORD

Thursday, July 31, 2025

Additional Chapter 90 resources support 1nfrastructure improvements in Chelsea

Special to the Record

The Massachusetts House
of Representatives passed a
$1.2 billion transportation
bond bill that makes his-
toric investments in local
infrastructure, climate-re-
silient projects, and public
transportation. The legisla-
tion includes a one-year au-
thorization of $300 million
for the Chapter 90 Program,
a 50 percent increase over
previous funding levels, to
support municipal road and
bridge repairs.

In addition to the Chapter
90 increase, the bill allo-
cates $885 million for three
major programs that will
address aging infrastruc-
ture, improve safety, and re-
duce congestion across the

Commonwealth.

“Reliable infrastructure is
the foundation of opportu-
nity for every community,”
said Representative Judith
Garcia. “In my district, in
gateway cities like Chelsea
and Everett, where local
crews are already hard at
work repairing aging roads,
bridges, and culverts, this
funding will provide addi-
tional resources to support
and speed up these critical
improvements, making a
real difference in people’s
daily lives.”

The legislation authoriz-
es $1.2 billion in bonding
for the Chapter 90 Program
and additional programs to
tackle critical transportation
needs, including:

* $200 million distributed

State Rep. Garcia with Chair of the Joint Committee on Trans-
portation James Arciero and colleagues from the Boston dele-
gation pictured during budget week in the House Chambers.

Washington // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

noted the significance of the
Battle of Chelsea Creek in
the American Revolution-
ary War.

Supported by Meet Bos-
ton’s Mini-Grant Program,
this event was part of Chel-

sea’s ongoing MA250 pro-
gramming, commemorating
the 250th anniversary of the
American Revolution. This
event builds on the City’s
commemoration of the Bat-
tle of Chelsea Creek and

continues a yearlong reflec-
tion on Chelsea’s legacy of
resistance, refuge, and resil-
ience.

Many residents attended
the event, experiencing a
unique opportunity to en-

gage with local history.

Local historian Lee Far-
rington provided tours of
Washington Park and the
adjacent historic neighbor-
hood following the presen-
tation.

Congratulations to City
Manager Fidel Maltez, Arts,
Culture, and Creative Econ-
omy Manager Lourdes Al-
varez and Small Business
Development Specialist
Omar Miranda for bringing
this outstanding presenta-
tion on American history to
the city.

to all municipalities under
the standard Chapter 90 for-
mula.

* $100 million distributed
based solely on road mile-
age.

e $500 million for the
Lifecycle Asset Manage-
ment Program (LAMP),
which repairs non-federally
aided roads and bridges in
the worst condition.

¢ $200 million for a cul-
vert and small bridge repair
program to help municipal-
ities replace or repair aging
local bridges under 20 feet.

e $185 million for con-
gestion mitigation projects,
including shared-use paths,
intersection upgrades, grade
crossing improvements, and
sidewalks.

“I'm grateful to work

alongside the Everett del-
egation and my colleagues
on Beacon Hill to help bring
these investments home. As
Chelsea’s only State Rep-
resentative, it’s an honor to
support both Chelsea and Ev-
erett in securing the resourc-
es needed to keep improving
our communities. With this
boost to Chapter 90 funding
and expanded support for lo-
cal road and bridge repairs,
we’re giving our cities the
tools to make lasting infra-
structure improvements and
create safer streets for every-
one.”

The bill passed the House
of Representatives unan-
imously, 156-0, and now
moves to the Senate for con-
sideration.

Christian De Jesus Franco (right), candidate for District 1 city
councilor, and his campaign treasurer, John Mongiello, pic-

tured at the presentation at Washington Park.

NeighborHealth

Connect Where
It Counts!

We are looking for
volunteers age 50+ to serve
as reading coaches to help
students in Chelsea

Interested?
Attend an upcoming information
session to learn more!
Wednesday, August 13
at 3:00 PM.
Chelsea Public Library, 569
Broadway St., Chelsea

email: recruitment@literations.org
or call 617-423-6633
For more information visit:
literations.org/volunteer

Charlie Giuffrida, Director of Athletic Infra-
structure and Sports Tourism, is pictured with
George Washington (John Koopman) and his
horse, Nelson, Saturday at Washington Park.

or

East Boston Farmers Market

Central Square Park, 200 Border Street
(Across from Liberty Plaza Shopping Center)

Wednesdays, 3:00 to 6:30pm
July 2 - October 22, 2025*
*Closing at 6:00pm in October

We accept: SNAP/HIP, WIC, Senior Farmers Market
Coupons, City of Boston Farmers Market Coupons

v,

City of Boston
Food Justice

Matt Frank, President of the Governor Bell-
ingham Cary House Board of Trustees, joins
General George Washington and his horse,
Nelson, for a photo at the reenactment event.
Washington became the first President of the
United States in 1789.

Omar Miranda (left) and Lourdes Alvarez (right) are pictured with the Fife and Drum Corps who
performed “Yankee Doodle Dandy” and other patriotic songs at the event.

Learn more!

Shown arriving for the George Washington reenactment event at Washington Park in Chelsea
are CBC President Joan Cromwell, her grandson, Messiah Ingram Rubin, and Maureen Lee.
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Metro Credit Union awards $50,000
in grants to empower local nonprofits

Special to the Record

Metro Credit Union,
the largest state-chartered
credit union in Massachu-
setts, today announced that
it has awarded $50,000 in
grant funding to five lo-
cal nonprofit organizations
through the Metro Credit
Union Foundation. Metro
launched the Foundation in
April 2023, and these grants
represent the most recent
round of awards to support
nonprofit organizations, ini-
tiatives, and programs that
contribute to the economic
wellbeing of local commu-
nities and their residents.
Since its launch, the Metro
Credit Union Foundation
has awarded $258,000 in
grants to local nonprofit or-
ganizations.

“Through the Metro
Credit Union Foundation,
we’re investing in organiza-
tions that are transforming
lives—whether it’s help-

ing families buy their first
home, bringing fresh food

to underserved neighbor-
hoods, or supporting small
business  growth,”  said
Robert Cashman, President
and CEO of Metro Cred-
it Union. “This is how we
build stronger, more finan-
cially resilient communi-
ties—by backing the people
and programs making a real
difference every day.”

The following organiza-
tions have each been award-
ed $10,000 in the current
grant cycle

About Fresh, Boston —
Fresh Truck Mobile Market
Program

Allston Brighton Com-
munity Development Cor-
poration, Brighton — First-
Time Homebuyer Education
and Counseling

Boston Medical Center,
Boston — Patient Financial
Coaching and Empower-
ment Program Expansion

Massachusetts  Afford-
able Homeownership
Alliance, Dorchester —

Homeownership University
Program

FOUND&TIDN

o Jn'[
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We Are ALX, Wellesley
— ALX Small Business
Program

The Metro Credit Union
Foundation awards grants
to organizations with a fo-
cus on:

Community  Develop-
ment — creating vibrant and
equitable neighborhoods.

Securing Safe & Afford-
able Housing — providing
opportunities for affordable
housing and home owner-
ship with down-payment
assistance and homebuyer
education programs.

Financial Wellness & Ad-
vancement promoting
financial competency by
providing knowledge and
skills.

For more information
about the Foundation, ap-
plication guidelines, and
upcoming application dead-
lines visit Foundation.Met-
roCU.org.

Each year, Metro gives
back to local communities
through a number of phil-
anthropic initiatives, part-
nerships, scholarships, and

Front row: Charlene Bauer, SVP Member Experience, Metro Credit Union; John Woods, Execu-
tive Director, Allston Brighton Community Development Corporation; Ava Atkinson, Lottery
Agency Manager, Massachusetts Affordable Homeownership Alliance; Gustey Vilme, Program
Manager, Fresh Truck; William Beach, Corporate Partnerships Associate, Boston Medical Center;

Symone Crawford, Executive Director, Massachusetts Affordable Homeownership Alliance; Rob-
ert Cashman, President and CEO, Metro Credit Union; Liday Rengifo, Head of Business Program,
We Are ALX; Back row: Eneida Roman, President and Chief Executive Officer, We Are ALX; Mirian
Alvarez, Program Administrator, We Are ALX; Yordan Villalon, Operations Project Manager, We
Are ALX.

volunteer programs. Metro
has been recognized for
its charitable contributions
with the Boston Business
Journal Corporate Citizen-
ship Award for the past six

years.

MCU is the largest
state-chartered credit union
in  Massachusetts, with

$3 .4 billion in assets. Met-
ro provides a full range of
financial products to more
than 200,000 members in
Barnstable, Bristol, Essex,
Franklin, Hampden, Hamp-
shire, Middlesex, Norfolk,
Plymouth, Suffolk, and
Worcester counties in Mas-
sachusetts, and Cheshire,
Hillsborough, Merrimack,
Rockingham, and Strafford
counties in New Hamp-
shire. Metro is the credit
union of choice for employ-
ees at over 1,200 companies
through its Metro@work
program.

Founded in 1926, Metro
currently operates branch
offices in Boston, Burling-
ton, Chelsea, Dorchester,
Framingham,  Lawrence,
Lynn, Medford, Melrose,
Newton, Peabody, Read-
ing, Salem, Tewksbury,
and West Roxbury. Metro
is also a Juntos Avanzamos
(“Together We Advance”)
designated credit union,
an honor given to financial
institutions for their com-
mitment to serving and em-
powering Hispanic and im-
migrant consumers. Metro
was recently named among
the most charitable compa-
nies in Massachusetts by the
Boston Business Journal;
voted Top Credit Union in
Banker & Tradesman’s Best
of 2024 awards; and recog-
nized as one of America’s
Best Regional Banks and
Credit Unions in 2025 by
Newsweek. Learn more at
MetroCU.org.

Kanter // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

ing senior care and re-en-
visioning what life should
be like for those living
with disabling conditions.
The eldercare communi-
ty includes a wide array of
skilled and short-term rehab
residences, ALS and MS
specialized care residences,
ventilator dependent homes,
traditional and specialized
assisted  living  options,
memory care, independent
living, adult day health, ag-
ing life care, home care and
hospice agencies that deliv-
er customized and compas-
sionate care.

Legacy Lifecare Inc. is a
nonprofit management re-
sources collaborative that
provides small-to-mid-sized
organizations with the in-
frastructure needed to suc-
ceed in today’s complex
senior care environment.
Affiliates include Chelsea
Jewish Lifecare of Chelsea
and Peabody, JGS Lifecare
of Longmeadow, Armenian
Nursing and Rehabilitation

Jennifer Fazekas.

Stone Rehabilitation ad Se-
nior Living in Newton and

Center of Jamaica Plain,
Deutsches Altenheim of
West Roxbury, Elizabeth
Seton Residence and Maril-
lac Residence of Wellesley,

¥E DR OSPECT HOUSE :

Assisted Living & Memory Care :

A HALLKEEN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

$4500 per month

In honor of our 24 anniversary, we're
turning back time and offering a limited
number of apartments at throwback prices!
Beat the Clock! Offer Expires When
Limited Apartments are Gone!

420 Reservoir Avenue, Revere, MA 02151
781.853.0005 | ProspectHouseAL.com @é\

OWNED AND OPERATED

THE DIGREGORIO FAMILY
SINCE 1947

REPAIR PARK & SERVICE
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
e R R e
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY |

4 GENERATIONS OF

_MA S‘Asz_&_ .a

.
mel- S Asrdated Liv, g Associati

Shown left to right, Shellie Honohan, Charley Kanter, Joan Anderson, Kristen Donnolly and

Saint Joseph Living Center
of Windham, CT.

OW

:
5.
\ 3
@

MANAGER JOHN DIGREGORIO « BROADWAYMOTORSREVERE.COM

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

MIKE LUSH RETURNS
TO THE DIAMOND

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Chelsea Pride youth sports official Kevin O’'Regan (left) and
Little League, Pony League, and Chelsea High School baseball
legend Mike Lush (right) are pictured at the Pride’s hitting con-
test for all ages Saturday at the Mary C. Burke Complex.“Once
the great Mike Lush showed up, everybody else was playing
for second place,” commented one observer.

Dominican national
indicted for illegal reentry

Special to the Record

A Dominican national
unlawfully residing in Chel-
sea has been indicted for il-
legally reentering the Unit-
ed States after deportation.

Dawin Hereaux-Pena, 30,
was indicted on one count
of unlawful reentry of a de-
ported alien.

According to the charging
documents, Hereaux-Pena
was deported from the Unit-
ed States to the Dominican
Republic on or about Feb.
5, 2019. It is alleged that
sometime after his removal,
Hereaux-Pena unlawfully
reentered the United States
and was arrested in Chelsea
on May 29, 2025.

The charge of unlawful
reentry of a deported alien
provides for a sentence of
up to two years in prison,
one year of supervised re-
lease and a fine of up to
$250,000. The defendant is

subject to deportation upon
completion of any sentence
imposed. Sentences are im-
posed by a federal district
court judge based upon the
U.S. Sentencing Guidelines
and statutes which govern
the determination of a sen-
tence in a criminal case.

United States Attorney
Leah B. Foley and Patricia
H. Hyde, Field Office Di-
rector of U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement’s
Enforcement and Removal
Operations in Boston made
the announcement. Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Fred M.
Wyshak of the Organized
Crime & Gang Unit is pros-
ecuting the case.

The details contained in
the charging documents are
allegations. The defendant
is presumed innocent unless
and until proven guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt in
a court of law.

Christopher Wilkins, Music Director

FREE SUMMER
CONCERTS

at the DCR Hatch Shell
Wednesdays | 7 PM

The Best of Boston
July 23

Peter & The Wolf and More
July 30

Mercury Orchestra
August 6

@LandmarksOrch
LandmarksOrchestra.org

000600

aCepookKicom

FREE RESOURCES AND HELP ON FACEBOOK:

Groups/lfostPetsNetworks

LOST AND FOUND PETS NETWORK:
CHELSEA, EVERETT, MALDEN, REVERE
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LOCAL PLAYERS ATTEND
FUN-DAMENTAL BASKETBALL CAMP

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
Mystic Valley Regional Charter School basketball coach Tony Ferullo (center) hosted the Fun-da-
mental Basketball Camp last week at the Inmaculate Conception Parish Center in Everett.
Pictured with Coach Ferullo are camp free throw champion Z’Andre Lopez (left), son of Chelsea
High School basketball great Autumn Lopez, and Isaiah Dorneus (right).

Fun-damental Basketball Camp hot shot champion Jesus Reyes is pictured at the awards
ceremony with his proud family, father, Jesus Reyes, mother, Taisha Rivera, and sisters, Kassidy
Reyes and Jaylize Reyes. Also pictured is Camp Director Tony Ferullo.

SALES

CITY OR TOWN

TURN YOUR CLUTTER INTO CASH!
DON'T LET YOUR TREASURES GO UNSEEN!

LIST YOUR YARD SALE WITHUS TO
MAXIMIZE YOUR YARD SALE TRAFFIC!

ADVERTISING YOUR SALE IS THE
BEST WAY TO ATTRACT MORE SHOPPERS
FROM ACROSS THE AREA!

85 Metro Tech students earn
State Seal of Biliteracy this year

Special to the Record

Superintendent ~ David
DiBarri is pleased to share
that 85 Northeast Metro
Tech students earned the
prestigious Massachusetts
State Seal of Biliteracy this
year.

The State Seal of Bilit-
eracy is an award provided
by state-approved districts
that recognize high school
graduates who attain high
functional and academic
levels of proficiency in both
English and another world
language.

To earn the recognition,
students must meet all grad-
uation requirements, pass
their English Language Arts
MCAS, and earn a score
that is equivalent to a 4 on
an Advanced Placement
language assessment. To
earn a Seal with Distinc-
tion, students must meet all
graduation  requirements,
pass their English Language
Arts MCAS with advanced
scores, and earn a score that
is equivalent to a 5 on an
Advanced Placement lan-
guage assessment.

The State Seal of Bilit-
eracy was created by the
LOOK Act, which was
signed into law by former
Gov. Charlie Baker.

“These exceptional stu-
dents are not only prepared
to excel in their chosen
trades, they are also bilin-
gual and empowered to
make meaningful contri-
butions in our diverse and
multilingual communities,”
said English Learner Ed-
ucation Department Head
Sandra P. Carreno. “Every
day in their professional
lives, workers in the trades
are using different languag-
es to communicate with cli-
ents, supervisors, suppliers

and co-workers. Knowing
another language can be
a real asset to get ahead in
your professional life after
graduation!”

The students who earned
the seal were recognized in
a special ceremony held at
Northeast Metro Tech.

While 85 students earned
the seal, two students earned
the seal in two different lan-
guages, meaning Northeast
Metro Tech students earned
a total of 87 seals. A total
of 62 students earned the
seal for speaking English
and  Spanish, including
eight who earned the seal
with distinction. A total of
13 students earned the seal
for speaking English and
Portuguese, including one
student who earned the seal
with distinction. Addition-
ally, two students earned
the seal for speaking both
English and Haitian Creole,
with one of those students
earning the seal with dis-
tinction.

Health Assisting was the
trade with the most stu-
dents to earn the seal, with
a total of 15. Drafting and
Design had 10 recipients,
while Cosmetology, Busi-
ness Technology and Dental
Assisting each had nine stu-

dents earn the seal. Plumb-
ing has seven bilingual
students, while Carpentry
has five. Early Childhood
Education, Electrical, and
Design and Visual Com-
munications each have four
students who earned the
seal. Robotics has two bi-
lingual students, and HVAC
and Metal Fabrication each
have one.

“This seal verifies my
ability to communicate in
a second language and will
definitely help me in my
future career,” said Jesus
Martinez. “This is a special
privilege that I’ve received
forever, and 1 appreciate
your service providing this
excellent opportunity. Out
of the many treasured op-
portunities that Northeast
Metro Tech provides, the
Seal of Biliteracy is a presti-
gious matter that I am hon-
ored to receive.”

“Bilingual students enjoy
a major advantage due to
their language skills, and 1
am extremely proud that so
many Northeast Metro Tech
students were able to earn
the prestigious State Seal
of Biliteracy,” said Superin-
tendent DiBarri. “Congrat-
ulations to all of the recip-
ients!”

FELISITASYON!

UABENS

Several State Seal of Biliteracy recipients stand together. From

| " =

left are Jesus Martinez, of Chelsea; Andrew Garcia, of Re-
vere; Steven Romero, of Chelsea; and Victor De Sa, of Stone-

ham.

PHOTOS COURTESY NORTHEAST METRO TECH
Several recipients of the State Seal of Biliteracy stand together. From left are Brianny Muneton,
of Revere; Tatianna Lazo, of Revere; Nayeli Marquez, of Chelsea; Luz Estrada, of Chelsea; Josse-
line Munoz, of Chelsea; Deborah Souza, of Reading; and Andrea Diaz, of Revere.

//IN PRINT

& ur

acCK 10 dCNOO

pecia

ONLINE

Weekly Will be pﬂbllShEd on:

FullPrint A “g“St 2"”} 8( 7S
Editions i

Available

Online

9

Advertising Deadline:(Space & Final Ad Copy)

TIME | PLACE | ITEMS | & MORE Call your ADRATES Get) o ket
. s 2x3 Any 3 $225 ollly
advertlslng 25 Any 3 $450 %gg
To the City and Beyond! Promote your representative 3x5 Any 3 $550 A
3X10 OF 5X6uvvrrrnerrrseenn Any 3 $700 Limiled

today!
781-485-0588

Yard Sale in six communities for one low price!
Revere Journal - Chelsea Record - Winthrop Sun Transcript
East Boston Times Free Press - Everett Independent -

Charlestown Patriot Bridge

25 WORDS FOR ONLY $50.00 ] N

Must be paid in advance Cash - Card - Money Order N Or Email B
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CHELSEA SENIORS ENJOY ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Photos by Cary Shuman

Chelsea residents and
guests enjoyed an Ice
Cream Social at the Chelsea
Senior Center located 10
Riley Way.

Guests feasted on a selec-
tion of hot dogs and meat-
ball subs, along with ice
cream sundaes with all the
toppings. There was also
musical entertainment, with
many guests dancing and
having a great time.

Chelsea Elder Services
Director Geraldine Portillo
and her staff did an out-
standing job hosting the
summertime social event.

Chelsea City Manager Fi-
del Maltez and Director of
Health and Human Services
Tracy Nowicki also attend-

‘n “,:: ‘
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Among those pictured at the reception table are Christina Nowicki (front row, right) and (back row) Rep. Judith Garcia, Tracy
Nowicki, Deborah Connors, Rachel, Geraldine Portillo, Roberto Tobalino and Michael DeJesus.

ed the party, greeting the
many guests in attendance.

State Rep. Judith Garcia
brought the best wishes of
the Commonwealth to the
Chelsea seniors.

Chelsea Police Officers
Joe Santiago and Jose Tor-
res represented the depart-
ment well at the event, with
many guests requesting
photos with the public safe-
ty duo.

Continuing the tradition
of her father, the late Rob-
ert “Duke” Bradley, whom
the local seniors admired so
much, Chelsea Community
Cable Television Executive
Paula Bradley Batchelor
videotaped the event for
broadcast on the station’s
YouTube Channel.

Rep. Judith Garcia, Arts, Culture, and Creative Community
Manager Lourdes Alvarez, and City Councilor Lisa Santagate.

City Manager Fidel Maltez (left) and Director of Elder Services Geraldlne Portillo (back row, right) join Chelsea seniors for a group
photo at the Ice Cream Social held at the Senlor Center.

Legislative Intern Emily Green, Rep. Judith Garcia, and Director
of Health and Human Services, Tracy Nowickil.

The cullnary crew, Ana Jusmo, Marla Torres, and Billy Tedesco,
a popular graduate of the Chelsea High School Class of 1977.

Longtime Chelsea resident Cindy Millman, with Chelsea Police
Officers Joe Santiago and Jose Torres.

Boesch.

John Connors and daughters, Paulette Velastegm and Juliann

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Ma, Vanlim Thomas, Timothy W 131 Beacon St #4 $380,000
Camargo, John F Drake, Margaret M 160 Commandants Way #104 $549,000
Balduino, Usrael F Hernandez, Marina E 294 Washington Ave $1,055,000
Beloabd, Naima 25 Sixth Condos LLC 31 6th St #104 $347,400

Public Health Nurse Paula
McHatton and City Manager
Fidel Maltez, pictured at the
Ice Cream Social at the Chel-
sea Senior Center.

eRealty
Advisors

Chelsea Police Clerk Liset Frometa, with Officers Joe Santiago
and Jose Torres.

Serving buyers, sellers,
and landlords since 2001

info@chelsearealestate.com 787—201—9488

»» | WANT YOU * *

to buy your military service time!

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human health
and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats

/
/////

Thermometers Mercury Switches
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Are you a Veteran? Don’t miss out!
Veterans with more than 11 years of public service who
are not in the National Guard or Reserves have until
Friday, August 8, 2025,

to buy back their military service fime.

Please contact your local Board of Health or Department of Public
Works for information on where to safely dispose of these items.

Contact your local retirement board for more information or learn more at:
mass. gov/mfodalulls/ﬁle—hsroa:l l 617-
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MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

WY

Fluorescent
Lamps

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
’ INNOVATIONS
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ALL CANDIDATES Darren Costa community, and nature in ees are encouraged to bring with Ms. Gavin about the topographical challenges
ADVANCE TO FINAL Guerline Alcy Jabouin full harmony. blankets, picnic snacks, and work to be done, the com- that will be involved with
Tina Marie Oliveri In partnership with The open hearts. Whether you’re missioners determined that the project stemming from

ELECTION ON Jean Marc Daniel Mary Ellen Welch Green- a poet, a listener, or simply the work would not involve the site's location near land
NOVEMBER 4 COUNCIL WARD 1 way, Park Poetree will fea- someone looking to expe- a conservation issue and subject to coastal storm
EVERETT - there will Peter Anthony Napoli- ture an open mic, live DJ rience the magic of East therefore issued a negative flow; its proximity to the

be not be a preliminary
election in Everett, meaning
that all candidates who have
had their nomination papers
certified will appear on the
ballot for the Nov. 4 general
election.

Cornelio said no race ex-
ceeded the required “two-
times-the-number-of-open-
seats-plus-one” formula that
would have necessitated a
preliminary election.

“It’s the first time in
many years that Everett will
not have a preliminary elec-
tion,” said Cornelio.

The race for mayor,
which has two candidates,
incumbent Mayor Carlo De-
Maria and Ward 5 Council-
or Robert Van Campen, will
generate a lot of interest lo-
cally and statewide as well.

Also of note, one candi-
date, former Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Darren Costa, has
had his nomination papers
certified for the council-
or-at-large and school com-
mittee-at-large races.

“He [Costa] has until
Aug. 6 to notify our office
in which race he intends to
be a candidate,” clarified
Cornelio.

There are two candidates
in each of the six ward coun-
cil races. School Committee
members Margaret Cornelio
(Ward 1), Jeanne Cristiano
(Ward 3), Robin Babcock
(Ward 4), and Marcony
Almeida Barros (Ward 5)
are currently unopposed in
their bids for re-election.
Incumbent Ward 2 School
Committee member Joanna
Michelle Garren is being
challenged by Jason Marcus
for the seat.

Incumbent Ward 6 Com-
mittee Member Joseph A.
D’Onofrio is being chal-
lenged by Thomas E. Abru-
zzese for the seat.

Following is the list of
candidates whose nomina-
tion papers have been cer-
tified:

MAYOR

Carlo DeMaria, Jr.

Robert J. VanCampen

COUNCIL AT LARGE

Katy L. Rogers

Wayne A. Matewsky

Michael K. Marchese

John F. Hanlon

Stephanie V. Smith

Matthew L Costello

tano
Michele Capone
COUNCIL WARD 2
Balwinder Singh Gill
Stephanie N. Martins
COUNCIL WARD 3
Anthony N. DiPierro
Maria R. Bussell
COUNCIL WARD 4
Holly Garcia
Cynthia Aledi Salazar
COUNCIL WARD 5
Vivian Nguyen
Joseph E. Gaff
COUNCIL WARD 6
Alfred John Lattanzi
Peter Pietrantonio
SCHOOL COMM.
AT LARGE
Samantha M. Hurley
James A. Booker
Joseph A. LaMonica
Kristin N. Bairos
Darren Costa
Millie J. Cardello
SCHOOL COMM.
WARD 1
Margaret A. Cornelio

SCHOOL COMM.
WARD 2

Jason Marcus

Joanna Michelle Garren
SCHOOL COMM.
WARD 3

Jeanne M. Cristiano
SCHOOL COMM.
WARD 4

Robin M. Babcock
SCHOOL COMM.
WARD 5

Marcony Almeida Barros
SCHOOL COM. WARD

Joseph A. D’Onofrio
Thomas E. Abruzzese

PARK POETREE
BRINGS SOULFUL
OPEN MIC TO EAST

BOSTON

EAST BOSTON -The
Friends of the Mary Ellen
Welch Greenway is delight-
ed to host a day Park Poetree
on Sunday, August 3, from
4-7 p.m. The community is
invited to gather among the
trees for the very first edi-
tion of Park Poetree, an open
mic experience blooming
right in the heart of Bremen
Street Park’s Amphitheatre.
Curated by award-winning
storyteller, cultural curator,
and East Boston native Es-
smaa Litim, this free event
is a celebration of poetry,

set, and a featured perfor-
mance by the radiant and
powerful poet Christina @
purelypoetic. This will be
an evening full of joy, artist-
ry, and connection—where
people from all walks of life
are welcome to share their
voices or simply sit back
and soak in the magic of
live performance under the
open sky.

We are beyond excit-
ed to share this beautiful
gathering with the East
Boston community and be-
yond. Park Poetree is de-
signed to be a moment of
togetherness —where poetry
breathes outside the bounds
of traditional venues and
finds a home in the green-
ery of one of the neigh-
borhood’s most cherished
parks. Whether you’re step-
ping up to the mic or com-
ing to be moved, this event
is an invitation to experi-
ence creativity in its most
natural form.

Essmaa Litim 1is no
stranger to transforming
art into a force for collec-
tive healing and liberation.
As the founder of Femme
Flo—a poetic collective
curated to cultivate a com-
munity of femme poets in
celebration of legacy, past,
present, and future—she
has become a vital voice
in Boston’s cultural renais-
sance. Through her words,
she builds worlds where ex-
pression becomes empow-
erment and storytelling be-
comes survival. Her debut
memoir, Speechless, and
her acclaimed poem “The
Laundromat”—a poignant
reflection on gentrification
in East Boston—have res-
onated both locally and na-
tionally, amplifying untold
narratives with urgency and
grace.

With every poem, per-
formance, and public gath-
ering, Litim continues to
carve out spaces where truth
is honored, healing is possi-
ble, and everyone belongs.
Now, she brings that same
unwavering heart, creative
fire, and communal spirit to
Park Poetree.

This event s free and open
to the public, but RSVP is
required at essmaalitim.com
to ensure seating. Attend-

Boston in full bloom, this is
your invitation.

Let the park be your page
at Park Poetree.

CONSCOMM DELAYS
VOTE ON NEW HIGH

SCHOOL

REVERE - The Revere
Conservation Commission
(ConsComm) held its reg-
ular monthly meeting on
Thursday evening, July 10,
in the City Council Cham-
bers. Chair Nicholas Ru-
dolph and fellow members
Brian Averback, Joseph La-
Valle, Bernardo Sepulveda,
Amelia Viscay, and Thomas
Carleton were on hand for
the session.

The first matter on the
agenda was a request for a
Determination of Applica-
bility from Karie Gavin for
the demolition of a garage
and the conversion of as-
phalt/pavement to grass at
her home at 23 Frank Ave.,
a small street that runs be-
tween No. Shore Rd. and
Mills Ave. in the Riverside
section of the Point of Pines.

After a brief discussion

Determination of Appli-
cability, which means that
the ConsComm will not be
overseeing the project.

"This will be a major im-
provement to the property,"
said Rudolph.

The evening's principal
matter before the commis-
sion was a request for a No-
tice of Intent (NOI) from the
City of Revere for the con-
struction of a new Revere
High School at 190 VFW
Parkway. The site is the for-
mer Wonderland dog track.

Claire Hoogeboom, a
Wetlands  Scientist  with
LEC Environmental Con-
sultants who has appeared
before the ConsComm nu-
merous times in the past
year to obtain approval for
the delineation of the wet-
lands and for the demolition
of the remaining structures
on the site (which is ongo-
ing), presented the request
for the NOI.

Hoogeboom was ac-
companied by a number of
members of the team work-
ing on the project, including
landscape architects and
engineers. She presented
charts that showed the many

riverfront area; the pres-
ence of the Eastern County
Ditch (which runs through
the site); and the existence
of what has become a fresh-
water pond on the old dog
track.

She noted that the school,
which will house students
in grades 9-12, will have at-
grade parking underneath it
at an elevation of four feet,
with the school itself elevat-
ed well-above (19 feet) the
100-year flood plain (which
is 11 feet). There will be five
tennis courts, a bank of EV
charging stations, and two
synthetic-turf,  multi-pur-
posed playing fields, one of
which will have a geother-
mal heating system under-
neath it that will provide
heat to the high school.

There also will be a wild-
life mitigation area with os-
prey nests. In addition, there
will be outdoor learning ar-
eas, courtyards, and board-
walk paths.

David Conway, who has
been a Senior Project Man-
ager at Nitsch Engineering

See REGION Page 11

WINTHROP’S TESSA O'TOOLE TO BE FEATURED
IN UPCOMING WGBH/PBS SHOW

WA

Tessa O'Toole (second from left) pictured with the WGBH/PBS production crew. Lively ten-

S

S

year-old Tessa O'Toole, of Winthrop, will appear in the WGBH/PBS Kids new series, “America’s
Awesome Kids,” premiering in the summer of 2026. The show will highlight the inspiring stories
of 25 children from 25 states, with Tessa’s segment expected to air in July, in honor of America’s

250th anniversary.

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT
OF GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
TOG6.L c. 1908,
5s5-304
Docket No.
SU25P1582GD
In the matter of:
(ristian Martinez
Rodriguez
0f: Chelsea, MA
To the named Respondent and
all other interested persons,
a pefition has been filed by
Aracely Rodriguez of Chelsea,
MA in the above captioned
matter alleging that Cristian
Martinez Rodriguez is in need
of a Guardian and requesting
that Aracely Rodriguez of
Chelsea, MA (or some other
suitable person) be appointed
as Guardian fo serve on the
bond.
The petition asks the court fo
determine that the Respondent
is disabled, that a protective
order or appointment of a
Guardian is necessary, and
that the proposed Guardian is
appropriate. The petition is on
file with this court.
You have the right to object to
this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your atforney
must file a written appearance
at this court on or hefore 10:00

AM. on the return date of
08/11/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have fo
file the written appearance
if you object o the pefifion.
If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return date,
action may be taken in this
matter without further notice
to you. In addition fo filing
the written appearance, you
or your attorney must file a
written affidavit stafing the
specific facts and grounds of
your objection within 30 days
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take
away the above-named per-
son’s right to make decisions
about personal affairs or
financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Janine D. Riv-
ers, First Justice of this Court.
Date: July 14, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

07/31/25

(

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:
Western Front

LLC. d/b/a

Western Front
121 Webster
Avenue,
Chelsea, MA
Chelsea Licensing
Commission,
August 14, 2025
Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held
by the Chelsea Licensing
Commission on Thursday,
August 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
at the City Council Chambers,
500 Broadway, Chelsea,
MA. For a Cannabis License
Change of Hours from 9am
to 9pm requesting to change
to 8 am to 12 am (midnight)
for Western Front, LLC. d/b/a
Western Front at 121 Webster
Avenue, Chelsea MA. Please
be advised that you must
notify, via Certified Return
Receipt mail, all abutters to
the licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator
7/24/25,7/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:DMS Trinity,
LLCd/b/a
Trinity Naturals
270 Second Street,
Chelsea, MA
Chelsea Licensing
Commission,
August 14, 2025
Nofice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held
by the Chelsea Licensing

Commission on Thursday,
August 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
at the City Council Chambers,
500 Broadway, Chelsea, MA.
For a Cannabis License Change
of Hours from 9am fo 9pm
requesting to change to 8 am
to 11 pm for DMS Trinity, LLC.
d/b/a Trinity Naturals at 270
Second Street, Chelsea MA.
Please be advised that you
must notify, via Certified Re-
turn Receipt mail, all abutters
to the licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator
7/24/25,7/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF
THE TRIAL COURT
DOCKET NO.
25 SM 002137
ORDER OF NOTICE
T0: Gerald St.
Fleur
and to all persons entitled to
the benefit of the Servicemem-
bers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C.
(.50 §3901 (et seq):
Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company as trustee for
IndyMac INDX Mortgage Loan
Trust 2005-AR7, Mortgage
Pass-Through Certificates
Series 2005-AR7
claiming to have an interest
in a Mortgage covering real
property in Chelsea, numbered
151 Shawmut Street, given by
Gerald St. Fleur to Mortgage

Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee,
as nominee for MSA Mortgage,
LLC., its successors and
assigns, dated February 22,
2005, and recorded in Suffolk
County Registry of Deeds in
Book 36521, Page 179, and
now held by the Plaintiff by
assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for
determination of Defendant's/
Defendants’ Servicemembers
status.

If you now are, or recently
have been, in the active
military service of the United
States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act. If you object fo a
foreclosure of the above-men-
tioned property on that hasis,
then you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or hefore
09,/01,/2025 or you may lose
the opportunity to challenge
the foreclosure on the ground
of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER
Chief Justice of this Court on
7/16/2025

Attest: Deborah J. Patterson,

Recorder
7/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:
Janet Devco,

LLC. d/b/a

Chelsea
Cannabis
Dispensary
121 Webster
Avenue,
Chelsea, MA
Chelsea Licensing
Commission,
August 14, 2025
Notice is hereby given that a
public hearing will be held
by the Chelsea Licensing
Commission on Thursday,
August 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.
at the City Council Chambers,
500 Broadway, Chelsea, MA.
For a Transfer of a Cannabis
License application from
Western Front, LLC. d/b/a
Western Front to Janet Devco,
LLC. d/b/a Chelsea Cannabis
Dispensary at 121 Webster
Avenue, Chelsea MA. Please
be advised that you must
notify, via Certified Return
Receipt mail, all abutters to
the licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator
7/24/25,7/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
HEARING
Case No.
2025-13

Notice is hereby given in accor-

dance with the Massachusetts
Zoning Adt, Chapter 40A that a
Regular Meefing of the Chelsea
Zoning Board of Appeals will
be held on:
Tuesday, August 12, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd Floor,
500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applico-
tion of:
Watts Street Investment LLC
For Special Permit and
Variance seeking approval fo
establish two (2) additional
residential units by construct-
ing apartment in the exisfing
basement space which does
not meet the requirements for
minimum lot area, minimum
usable open space and
maximum floor area ratio at
the premises known as:
83 Watts Street
A copy of the application
and pefition is available for
review at:
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours: Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday 8
a.m. fo 4 p.m. - Tuesday,
8 a.m. - 7 p.m. - Friday, 8
a.m. fo noon
7/24/25,7/31/25
(

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF
FILING OF

ACTIVITY AND
USE LIMITATION
190 Evereft
Avenue
CHELSEA,

MASSACHUSETTS
RELEASE TRACKING
NUMBER 3-35019

A release of oil and/or
hazardous materials has
occurred at this location, which
is a disposal site as defined
by M.G.L. . 21E, § 2 and the
Massachusetts Contingency
Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000. To
evaluate the release, remedial
actions were performed under
310 CMR 40.0000. As o result
of these actions, coupled with
the restrictions to subsurface
and filing of an Activity and
Use Limitation (AUL) will
allow the site to be regulatory
closed with no significant

risk pursuant fo 310 CMR
40.0000. The reports have
been filed with the Department
of Environmental Protection
(MassDEP) and applicable
municipal officials.

To obtain additional infor-
mation on this disposal site,
please contact Philip Peterson,
TERRA Environmental at 781-
944-6851.

The Permanent Solution and
Activity and Use Limitation for
the disposal site file can be
viewed at the MassDEP website
using Release Tracking Num-
ber (RTN) 3-35019 at https://
eeconline.eea.state.ma.us/
portal#!/wastesite/3-0037242
or MassDEP Northeast
Regional Office, 205B Lowell
Street, Wilmington, MA, 978-
694-3200. Additional public
involvement opportunities

are available under 310 CMR
40.1403(9) and 310 CMR

40.1404.
7/31/25
C
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for more than 30 years, dis-
cussed the stormwater report
that consists of more than
400 pages. He noted that the
biggest improvement to be
made to the site will be the
removal of the more than six
acres of the present asphalt
and concrete surfaces that
will be replaced with perme-
able material.

Conway explained that
this work will greatly assist
in handling stormwater run-
off and its treatment, while
also improving overall resil-
ience.

"I've done more than 200
schools since I began my ca-
reer in 1992 and this will be
one of the greenest schools
I've ever worked with," said
Conway. "This is a project
that we're thrilled to be a part
of."

Conway also noted that
the federal EPA will be
monitoring the construction
work. All of the treated wa-
ter, which will undergo two
filtration processes, will be
discharged into the coun-
ty ditch. "This project will
provide a higher degree of
treatment than most similar
projects," added Conway,
who noted that the project is
being required to meet higher
standards than usual.

"The Eastern County Ditch
may not look like a pris-
tine area such as a Rumney
Marsh, but we are treating it
as if it were," Conway added.

LaValle raised the issue
of ensuring that the coun-
ty ditch will be maintained
and cleaned-out regularly to
avoid back-ups from sedi-
ment -- which historically has
been a problem -- to which
Hoogeboom replied that the
ditch will be monitored by
federal, state, and local agen-
cies in the future.

The commissioners briefly
weighed the pros and cons of
either delaying a vote to re-
view the voluminous project
or hiring an independent firm
to perform a separate peer-re-
view study.

"This is a lot of material to
wrap our brains around," said
Rudolph. "I think more time
is necessary to consider it."

"I think this is overkill,"
said Averbach. "I feel at this
point that they already have
undergone numerous reviews
to this point. My personal
opinion is that we should be
good to go forward."

Hoogeboom noted that
the construction process
is "tight" and that the city
is looking to have approv-
al from the ConsComm by
August in order to begin the
construction process this fall.

Former ConsComm Chair-
man John Shue then spoke to
the commissioners about the
lengthy process of obtaining
an independent peer review
which inevitably would push
the approval by the Con-
sComm into September if not
later. In addition, Shue noted
that the ConsComm already
had voted for a peer review
-- which was paid for by the
city (which is the applicant)
-- for the delineation of the
wetlands.

The members then agreed
to continue the matter to its
August meeting, though Bri-
an Dakin, the project man-
ager, noted that any delay
beyond August could have
a significant impact on the
construction schedule and
ultimately the opening of the
school.

Next up was a request for
a Determination of Appli-
cability for the removal of a
billboard at 907 North Shore
Road. Greg Ziomex from Ul-
tra Lum-Services presented
the request on behalf of the
City of Revere, which owns
the property.

Rudolph said he was con-
cerned about the potential
impact on the wetlands in
which the billboard sits. Zio-
mex explained that no trucks
or cranes will traverse onto

the wetlands and that the re-
moval will be conducted by
hand by cutting the struc-
ture into small pieces with a
torch. He said the project will
take about a day and the Fire
Dept. will be on-site to moni-
tor the project.

"The removal of this bill-
board structure will beautify
this area,” noted Averbach,
with Rudolph adding that
he would like to ensure that
each piece of the billboard
structure will be removed as
it is cut, rather than allowing
the pieces to pile up in the
wetlands.

The ConsComm then vot-
ed unanimously to approve
a negative Determination of
Applicability.

The next matter was a re-
quest for an NOI from Samu-
el Teka to add an addition to
his single-family home at 74
Dunn Road. The contractor
pointed out that the one-story
addition will consist of 657
sq.ft. and will be construct-
ed on pilings 11 feet above
grade.

There were no opponents
and the members unanimous-
ly approved the application.

"This is definitely going
to be a great addition to your
living space," said Rudolph.

The next item was a re-
quest for a Certificate of
Compliance (COC) for the
work done at 26 Curtis Road
by Adeel F. Assad. Atty. An-
thony Guardia represent-
ed Mr. Assad. Guardia said
there is an outstanding Order
of Conditions (OOC) that
had been issued by the Con-
sComm for an addition that
was going to be built 20 years
ago by Mr. Asad's father, but
the work never was done.
The son, Adeel Assad, now is
seeking to sell the property,
but needs a COC in order to
clear the title so that the sale
can go through.

The commissioners unani-
mously approved issuing the
COC.

The commission approved
another request for a COC
from Stephen Lakis for work
done at his home at 102 Sum-
mer Street in which Lakis
filled-in an existing pool
(which now is a lawn area),
removed a detached garage,
and constructed a new retain-
ing wall.

"The site is completely
stabilized and the retaining
wall has been installed," said
Rudolph, who performed
a site visit at the property
last week. "I do have some
concerns about the spacing
between the blocks on the
retaining wall. but the entire
project is a vast improvement
over what had been there and
Mr. Lakis has met the Order
of Conditions."

The commissioners unani-
mously approved issuing the
COC.

The commission next took
up another request for a COC
for an "after the fact" patio in
the backyard at 55 Sagamore
St. The commissioners unan-
imously approved issuing the
COC.

The next item was an ap-
plication for an NOI from
Maaza Showangizow for the
demolition and construction
of a new apartment space on
the same footprint in the rear
of his home at 660 Revere
Beach Boulevard. Mr. Show-
angizow's contractor present-
ed the application. The site
lies within a barrier beach
and a flood zone.

The rear apartment space
presently sits on the same
foundation as the main
home, but the proposal calls
for the new apartment space
to be constructed on pilings
at a higher elevation than
the present apartment. It will
be separated from the main
home, though connected by a
rear porchway.

There were no opponents
and the commissioners unan-
imously approved issuing the
NOI.

The commissioners brief-
ly discussed an enforcement
action at 33 Maggi Road per-
taining to "the construction
of a fence and encroachment
into resource areas without
an Order of Conditions." The
homeowner did not appear
and Rudolph said that the
commission will need to fol-
low-up with the homeowner.

STATE DEADLINE
FOR MBTA 3A
COMMUNITIES
ACT COMPLIANCE

PASSES

WINTHROP — The lat-
est deadline from the state
has passed for communities
to be in compliance with the
MBTA 3A Communities
Act.

Earlier this spring, the
town council failed to pass a
compliance plan for 3A rec-
ommended by the planning
board.

Thanks to a State Su-
preme Judicial Court ruling
earlier this year, the town
council had additional time
to reconsider a compliance
plan, with the town being in
compliance until the middle
of July.

That deadline passed on
July 14, meaning the town
is now not in compliance
with the state law.

The 3A act requires com-
munities to establish zones
for multi-family housing in
communities with or adja-
cent to MBTA transporta-
tion.

In January the state court
ruled that communities act
is constitutional, but that the
previous housing guidelines
were unenforceable. The
new state ruling establishes
that 3A is now a state reg-
ulation, rather than guide-
lines.

The plan recommended
by the planning board in
the spring called for the cre-
ation of overlay districts at
Seal Harbor and Governor’s
Park that the planning board
stated would create no new
units in the town, as well
as acceptance by the state
of 221 units in the Central
Business District as credit
for off-site units.

In a letter to the editor
this week, members of the
Winthrop Working Togeth-
er Committee raised con-
cerns about the town being
exposed to a lawsuit from
the state, as well as the
town being ineligible for a
number of state grants that
could help the town combat
climate change, improve
infrastructure, and develop
housing.

“We are potentially los-
ing millions of dollars in
support, even though resi-
dents have already dug deep
into their pockets and voted
for the override to support
our schools and the new fire
station,” the letter states.

Opponents of 3A have
stated that the law is a le-
gal overreach by the state
to control local zoning, and
that there is not a guarantee
that the compliance plans
would not lead to additional
housing units in the town.

“As of now, we are non-
compliant with the state
law,” said Council Presi-
dent Jim Letterie. “We are
just going on as usual, we
are just plugging ahead. We
haven’t seen any repercus-
sions from that, I’m sure we
expect some in the future,
we don't know when or if
there might be any or not.”

Letterie said he has heard
some rumblings about the
state potentially doing an-
other extension, or the pos-
sibility of some legislators
taking action to include ex-
clusions for certain commu-
nities.

“I don’t think 3A is dead

.. I don’t think we are go-
ing to stop hearing about 3A
for a while still, but there is
nothing new to report,” said
Letterie.
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Local teachers speak in response to students
impacted by Homeland Security Actions

Special to the Record

Two local teachers spoke
at arally in support of immi-
grants at Chelsea City Hall
on 7/18/25. The following
statement comes from a for-
mer Chelsea instructor who
now teaches in Revere.

“My name is Michelle
Ervin. I stand here as an ed-
ucator. [ have been teaching
immigrants for nearly 30
years.

I have taught all ages,
from kindergarten to adults.
I’ve taught English, citizen-
ship and literacy classes.
I’ve taught abroad, I have
taught in private schools,
night schools, commu-
nity college, and public
schools. I have taught well
over 2,500 immigrants just
in  Massachusetts public
schools, where I've been
teaching for the past 22
years.

I have dedicated my life
to educating immigrants.
My students are some of the
best people I have ever met
and deserve to find a place
where they can feel safe and
welcomed.

Over the years, I've
heard thousands of stories
from my students. Many of

whom are refugees or asy-
lum seekers. Their stories
are filled with fear, loss,
and unimaginable bravery.
Not a single person actu-
ally *wants* to leave their
home. I’'m not talking about
a house; but a home. Their
language, their culture, their
friends, their families - ev-
erything.

I’ve always tried to be a
safe, welcoming adult for
them. The one who listens,
helps, and creates a space
where they can feel safe. It
never ceases to amaze me
that even after all they’ve
been through — they show
up. They try. They give their
best.

With all that being said,
today my heart is breaking.
My students are GOOD
people. People we want in
our communities. Everyday
when I look at my students,
I just wish that everyone
could meet them; see them;
talk to them; get to know
them. They are incredible
human beings.

They are children. They
are teenagers. And they
are now experiencing new
trauma — here, in the place
they thought would be safe.
Some worry about being ab-

ducted. Others worry if their
family members will be
home when they return. You
know those days when you
leave home and you can’t
remember if you turned
off the stove? How those
thoughts permeate your
mind and it’s difficult to
concentrate on anything...
and you just hope that your
house is still standing when
you get home? Imagine that
times 100. Imagine leaving
home and not knowing if
your loved ones will still be
there when you return. That
fear doesn't just go away
when they enter through
the school doors. It follows
them through the day. It af-
fects their focus, their men-
tal health, and their sense of
safety.

As teachers, we are also
affected when our students
are affected. We see the
empty desks. We wonder
where our students are.
Were they too scared to
come to school? Did they
leave on their own? Or are
they just...gone?

I listen to their stories.
I see they are upset. I feel
their hurt and I carry that
with me throughout the day
and to my home, where I

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW ROTARY CLUB OF
CHELSEA PRESIDENT DR. AARON T. JENNINGS

Chelsea
Massachusetts

All-America Gity

NATIONAL CIVIC LEAGLE

!lll'l

sometimes ruminate
City Manager Fidel Maltez

(left) was among the many
distinguished guests congrat-
ulating Dr. Aaron T. Jennings
(right) on being installed as
the new president of Rotary
Club of Chelsea at its Instal-
lation of Officers Dinner at
the Hilton Garden Inn, East
Boston. Dr. Jennings, who is
Chief of Staff and Equity for
the Chelsea Public Schools,
succeeded Madelyn Garcia as
president of the community
service organization that
received its charter in 1928.

on

Full coverage of the installa-
tion will appear in the next
edition of the Chelsea Record.
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what I can do, how I can
help; how I can make them
feel better. Sometimes I cry
because it’s just so heart
breaking and I feel helpless.
They are children. I had a
student that I knew had been
detained. When I had to
mark him absent, it pained
me. That child had already
experienced so much — in
his country, on the journey
here — and now this? I want
him to feel for once safe and
happy. Like any other child.
Although there is a lot of
uncertainty in our commu-
nities right now, I know for
a fact that I - and countless
other educators - are com-
mitted to fighting for our
students and their families.
Think about school shoot-
ings and how every educa-
tor has responded. We fight
to protect them and we will
fight for them now. Because
we see their potential. We
see future doctors, artists,
builders, leaders — Amer-
icans in the truest sense.
will not stay silent. I will
not stop fighting. These stu-
dents represent the best of
this country. They are the
reason I teach. They are the
reason I’m here.

To every immigrant stu-
dent — past and present
— who has ever walked
through my classroom door:
As I’ve always told you,
you are my kid forever.

You matter. You are
loved. And we are not going
anywhere.

Kathryn Anderson, the
president of the Chelsea
Teachers Union spoke of
her love for the Chelsea
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Michelle Ervin, former Chelsea teacher speaks at the demon-

stration.

Kathryn Anderson, president of the Chelsea Teachers Union.

community. The end of
this most recent school year
was the most difficult in
her twelve years in the dis-
trict because of the perva-
sive and undeserved fear in
Chelsea. She received calls
from many C.T.U. members
asking what to do when stu-
dents or their family mem-
bers were detained. She
decried how wrong it is that
Chelsea students and fami-
lies have to face this fear.
She emphasized “Chil-
dren cannot learn when they

do not feel safe, and the
racist targeting of the Chel-
sea community impacts our
kids’ ability to learn in the
safe and supportive envi-
ronment they deserve. Chel-
sea Teachers Union stands
alongside our students, fam-
ily, and community mem-
bers against this activity,
and in favor of rights and
protections for all.”

Fliers for upcoming
peaceful immigrant solidar-
ity rallies are posted at the
Bellingham area bus stops.
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