
By Cary Shuman

There were mayors and 
vice mayors, city managers 
and department heads. But 
Judith Garcia was believed 
to be the only state repre-
sentative among the 20 del-
egations in Denver.

And Garcia’s presence 
was noted by one and all, 
including a member of the 

All-America City Awards 
Jury who mentioned it 
during the question-and-an-
swer period following Chel-
sea’s presentation.

Garcia, the leadoff speak-
er in Chelsea’s presentation 
and a role she handled mas-
terfully, said she was proud 
to be in Denver with the lo-
cal group.

“It’s been such an hon-
or to represent the City of 
Chelsea, and I think be-
ing able to travel to Den-
ver, Colorado, to really tell 
our story, the story of over 
40,000 community mem-
bers that have chosen to 

By Cary Shuman

If there was an MVM 
Award – Most Valuable 
Manager – at the All-Amer-
ica City Awards Program, 
Fidel Maltez would have 
another prestigious plaque 

for his corner office at City 
Hall.

Make no mistake about 
it. Maltez’s leadership of 
the Chelsea contingent was 
instrumental to it returning 

By Cary Shuman

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez offered a fitting analogy 
to describe Grace Agosto’s 
leadership role in the Chel-
sea contingent’s trip to Den-
ver for the All-America City 
Awards.

“Grace was the choreog-
rapher of this  trip,” credited 
Maltez. “She made sure that 
everyone was present and 
they knew where they were 
going. She coordinated all 
the details, the hotel, the 
flight, all the meals, all the 
shirts and the hoodies – the 
amount of details that went 
into this victory were unbe-
lievable.”

Agosto took precious 
command at each step in 
Chelsea’s journey from Lo-
gan International Airport to 
Denver International Air-
port and on the bus rides 
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Recognition to those who helped make winning a Reality

Chelsea’a Amazing Grace Agosto 
excels mightily in her role 

as travel administrator
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Chelsea’s leader and ambassador
Maltez flourished in 

national spotlight

Garcia brought the strength 
of the Commonwealth to 

help Chelsea’s victory

By Cary Shuman

There was some nervous-
ness among the Chelsea 
delegation as the winners 
were being introduced in 
the packed hall, and Chel-
sea’s name has not been yet 
announced.

The feeling was that 
Chelsea had clearly distin-
guished itself with its in-
formative and enlightening 
10-minute presentation, its 
video highlighting the city, 
and its stellar work in cli-
mate change and sustain-
ability, two of the themes 
of this year’s National Civic 

League All-America City 
Awards Program.

And in a moment that 
will be remembered forev-
er by the members of the 
Chelsea delegation, it was 
announced that Chelsea had 
won the 2025 All-America 
City Award. A celebration 
ensued, capped by City 
Manager Fidel Castro’s 
emotional award accep-
tance speech (see speech at 
the end of this story)

Maltez had built a dream 
team of city department 
heads, city councillors, 
school and police leaders, 
and representatives of Chel-

sea’s most electrifying orga-
nizations, Gladys Vega’s La 
Colaborativa and Roseann 
Bongiovanni’s GreenRoots 
– and the team delivered an 
historic victory.

Chelsea’s presentation 
featured speaking roles 
by  Rep. Judith Garcia, 
Beatriz  Pereira Moraes, 
City Council President 
Norieliz DeJesus,  Genel-
iz Herrera,  Mariangelí 
Echevarría-Ramos,  Emily 
Granoff,  Barbara Espino-
sa Barrera, Grace Agos-
to,  Yaritza Morales-Gon-
zalez,  City Councilor Lisa 
Santagate, and Police Sgt. 

Star Chung. The presenta-
tion was flawless.

Maltez credited the duo 
of Director of Housing and 
Community Development 
Ben Cares and Deputy Di-
rector of Chelsea Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment Emily Granoff for 
their most impactful contri-
bution to the victory.

“Ben and Emily were in 
charge of the materials for 
the presentation,” said Mal-
tez. “They developed all the 
props, all the scripts, and led 
all the rehearsals.”

Maltez also singled out 
Kelly School Principal Lisa 

Lineweaver, who was repre-
senting the School Depart-
ment with Parent Informa-
tion Center Director, for her 
role in the achievement.

“Lisa hosted us at the 
Kelly School and was kind 
of the glue in the trip,” said 
Maltez.

Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi 
Abeyta can certainly take 
pride in the professional 
representation of her school 
system by Lineweaver and 
Mojica.

Lineweaver wore an “I 
Love Chelsea Schools” jer-
sey and that symbolized the 
spirit of the Chelsea delega-

tion.
Said Lineweaver, whose 

daughter, Holly Hatleberg, 
was the valedictorian of the 
Chelsea High School Class 
of 2025, “It was such an 
honor to be able to be here 
and represent Chelsea Pub-
lic Schools and all of the 
staff, the families, and the 
students that give their all to 
their learning every single 
day, and to know that we 
have a whole city surround-
ing us to really lift kids and 
welcome and educate all.”

As usual at any Chel-

See ALL-AMERICA Page 11

The Chelsea delegation is pictured at the National Civic League’s 2025 All-America City Award event in Denver where Chelsea earned the prestigious All-America City Award. See pages 3 - 6 for 
more coverage and photos.
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By Madeleine Scammell, DSc

On a daily basis, res-
idents of Chelsea, Ever-
ett, and East Boston, have 
to deal with air pollution, 
noise and traffic from the 
airport, lead poisoning 
(which we were reminded 
of when lead fell from the 
Tobin Bridge), and a history 
of discrimination from op-
portunities and investments 
in our neighborhoods that 
is directly connected to the 
housing crisis faced by res-
idents today. These are just 

some of the environmental 
and social stressors faced 
by communities like ours 
across the country. Since 
January, three studies I 
worked on were terminated. 
Two were funded by the US 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and includ-
ed Chelsea. They were both 
about the combined effects 
of social and environmental 
stressors on public health. 
The same administration 
that canceled funding for 
the flood resilience project 
on the Island End River 

(making us more vulnerable 
to climate events) is also 
creating a climate of fear 
in our communities; fear 
of deportation and violence 
at the supermarket, on the 
way to school, at work, or 
even on our way home from 
Church. The negative ef-
fects of fear, violence, and 
stress on our brains and our 
bodies also makes us more 
vulnerable to the effects of 
air pollution, infectious dis-
ease and hazards in our en-
vironment.

Unlike the clean and con-

trolled environments where 
scientific experiments are 
conducted, people live in 
messy, chaotic and compli-
cated worlds. The science 
is catching up with reality, 
and so was government, 
until January. One terminat-
ed project in Chelsea was 
a partnership between US 
EPA and GreenRoots. As 
an independent contractor 
I interviewed ~20 Chel-
sea residents, community 
leaders and elected offi-

By Sarah Elizabeth Neville, PhD

Earlier last month, the 
Chelsea High School gym-
nasium was filled with re-
searchers, scientists, and 
young Chelsea students 
sharing their studies with 
one another and celebrat-
ing science and innovation 
at the fourth annual Chel-
sea Research Festival. The 
students were energetic and 
filled with a youthful op-
timism which was in stark 

contrast with the sense of 
dread many of us were feel-
ing regarding the situation 
with federal funding for 
research. Science, research, 
and education are under at-
tack, and the consequences 
will be dire for Chelsea and 
for the US as we know it.

Elon Musk’s DOGE has 
cut thousands of National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) staff, is un-
dermining the agencies’ 

abilities to award research 
grants, and is slashing proj-
ects that are already under-
way. I am currently a post-
doctoral researcher in HIV. 
After training for the last 
seven years, in December 
I was told that I had been 
awarded an NIH grant that 
would fund the next five 
years of my salary, making 
it possible for me to launch 
my research career. Then, 
this spring, the NIH illegal-
ly blacklisted my school, 

Brown University, making 
it impossible for the Uni-
versity to receive funding, 
and instituting regulations 
that prohibit   research on 
my topic. 

But the chaos in the 
federal research funding 
landscape impacts more 
than my personal career. It 
impacts patients, families, 
and workers in Chelsea 
and across Massachusetts. 

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY

With the Fourth of July falling on a Friday this year, 
many of us will be enjoying a long holiday weekend for 
which the weather is expected to cooperate.

The Fourth of July brings back fond recollections from 
our youth, when we celebrated the Fourth with cookouts 
and a bonfire at our grandmother’s house at Yirrell Beach 
on Pt. Shirley in Winthrop and took part in the annual Hor-
ribles Parade.

Those happy summer memories of our childhood on the 
beach with family members, most of whom are no longer 
with us, are etched indelibly in our mind’s eye and always 
bring a smile to our face as if they happened just yesterday, 
though they occurred more than half a century ago.

Amidst all of our celebrating however, we often over-
look the reason why we have a Fourth of July: It was on 
that date 249 years ago when a group of America’s leaders 
and best thinkers gathered in Philadelphia to declare their 
independence from England by means of a proclamation 
to the world in which they stated, “We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Hap-
piness.”

We hasten to point out that in 1776, “men” literal-
ly meant only “white men.” About 20 percent -- almost 
500,000 persons -- of the country’s 2.5 million population 
were enslaved. Half of the rest -- women -- were treated as 
chattel and did not have the right to vote in America until 
more than 150 years after the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence.

But in the context of 2025, the basic premise of the Dec-
laration of Independence -- “all men are created equal” -- 
resonates as loudly and as clearly as ever. To be sure, there 
are those in our country today who do not adhere to that 
belief. Racism, sexism, and prejudice still exist to a far-
too-large extent.

But if we believe in the vision expressed by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who often stated, “The arc of the moral 
universe is long, but it bends toward justice,” the essence 
of the Declaration of Independence remains as true today 
as it did in 1776.

ENJOY A “SAFE AND SANE” 

FOURTH

Back at the turn of the last century (i.e., 1900), news-
papers exhorted their readers to observe a “safe and sane” 
Fourth of July. That’s because in communities big and 
small all across America, the founding of our nation had 
become a popular excuse for roving gangs of young men 
to engage in mayhem of all sorts, causing indiscriminate 
and serious damage to private and public property starting 
at 12:01 AM on the Fourth.

The widespread rowdiness caused so much destruction 
that a “safe and sane Fourth” became a rallying cry among 
both public officials and the public at large. Within a short 
time, a concerted public safety campaign all but eliminated 
the problem.

Although the practices of more than 125 years ago are 
long since gone, there are far too many Americans who still 
see our mid-summer holiday as a time to blow off some 
steam as if anything goes. An often-overlooked aspect of 
the Fourth, especially during a long holiday weekend, is 
that too many among us will engage in behavior that is 
risky not only to ourselves, but to our loved ones and others 
around us.

Fireworks are illegal for everybody in Massachusetts, 
but that has not stopped the proliferation of fireworks in 
recent years. According to the State Fire Marshal’s office, 
since 2018 illegal fireworks have caused 532 fires and ex-
plosions, about $1.5 million in property damage, and more 
than 200 serious injuries that required hospital treatment. 
with many fireworks’ users losing fingers and suffering 
burns that will maim them for life.

Nationwide, the problem is much bigger now than it 
ever was. In 2024, almost 15,000 Americans were treated 
for fireworks-related injuries — a jump of more than 50% 
from the year prior, according to the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission.

Other risky behavior also spikes during the holiday 
weekend. It is estimated that there will be 600 deaths on 
our roads during the holiday, of which 40 percent will be 
attributable to drivers who are under the influence. This 
same admonition also applies to boat owners, who all-too-
often think that being on the water while under the influ-
ence is safe and acceptable behavior.

Drowning is the leading cause of death of children ages 
1-4 in this country. No parent should be impaired when 
they are near or on the water with their young children.

Although we no longer celebrate the Fourth as wantonly 
as our ancestors did, nonetheless we all must do our part 
to make sure that we observe the Fourth’s festivities safely 
and sanely, both for ourselves and our loved ones. If some-
one at your party is impaired -- take their keys.

We wish all of our readers a happy, fun-filled, and “Safe 
& Sane” Fourth of July.

Guest Op-Ed

Terminated: Attacks on science are attacks on all of us

Guest Op-Ed

Chelsea community members 
call on America to stand up for science

See ATTACKS Page 7

See SCIENCE Page 7
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Leo Robinson
Councilor At Large

      C
o g atulatio s!

As a past winner of the 
All-America City, I am so 
proud of you for bringing 

home another 
All-America award! 

Special to the Record

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez has placed an emphasis 
on communicating with res-
idents since he took office 
last year. Earlier this week, 
Maltez recorded the latest in 
his series of public outreach 
videos to air on Chelsea 
Community TV. The text of 
his July video, which focus-
es on the All-America City 
event in Denver, is below:

Hello Residents of Chel-
sea, Welcome to Our Com-
munity! My name is Fidel 
Maltez, and it is my honor 
to serve as your City Man-
ager.

Today’s video will be 
quick, because we are liter-
ally preparing to leave for 
the airport to fly to Denver, 
Colorado. But before we go, 
I want to speak with you, 
because this trip we are tak-
ing is about all of us, and we 
are not going alone, Chel-
sea, in a way, you’re coming 
with us!

We’re headed to Denver 
to compete with cities from 
across the United States for 
the 2025 All-America City 
Award, one of the most 
prestigious civic honors in 
the country.  We’ll be com-
peting, telling the story of 
our people, our progress, 
and our partnerships. We 
selected city staff and com-
munity leaders who work 
for you day in and day out to 
join us in this competition. 
People you see and hear 
from every day from La Co-
laborativa, GreenRoots, The 

Neighborhood Developers, 
Jordan Boys and Girls Club, 
Mystic River Watershed 
Association, the Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Chelsea Housing Authority, 
the Chelsea Police Depart-
ment and Chelsea Public 
Schools will all be going to 
represent you.

And though Chelsea 
may be an underdog in this 
fight, and in a lot of fights, 
we’re also a city of fight-
ers, dreamers, and builders. 
A city of immigrants and 
innovators. We’ve never 
had it easy, but that’s never 
stopped us. In fact, Chelsea 
has been named All-Amer-
ica City twice before, once 
in 1998 and once in 2014. 
The 1998 win was very 
special. The City was just 
emerging after receivership, 
and the theme was “The 
Pride is Back.” This year’s 
win will be equally special. 
Chelsea is a unique place 
that cares for all of our res-
idents, regardless of your 
background or immigration 
status. Chelsea is an exam-
ple to our Country of what it 
means to rally together for a 
common cause. 

Winning this award could 
open doors: to more fund-
ing, stronger partnerships, 
and greater visibility for the 
work that we are doing to 
make housing more afford-
able, to improve parking 
and traffic, to expand transit 
access, to clean up our air, 
and to create a healthier, 
more livable Chelsea.

We don’t care about the 

trophy. It’s about making 
life better for our residents. 
Given the national context, 
we understand that some-
times it feels like the gov-
ernment doesn’t care for us. 
It is understandable to feel 
unheard. But I’m here to tell 
you, this administration is 
fighting for you. Every day. 
And we need you to fight 
with us.

We need you to show up 
and speak up about the is-
sues that matter most to you 
right now. That’s why we’ve 
launched Chelsea ¡Pa’Lan-
te, Onward! - our city’s first 
comprehensive planning 
process in over 50 years and 
are hosting a series of com-
munity workshops to gather 
information about the issues 
and solutions that are im-
portant to you.

So let me ask you: What 
do you need to stay and 
thrive in Chelsea? What do 
you want this city to look 
like for your kids in 15 
years? Do you want park-
ing in Chelsea to be better? 
Housing in Chelsea to be 
better? Our streets safer? 
How do you think we can 
get there?

Come tell us. Join one of 
our upcoming community 
workshops. There will be 
food, family-friendly activ-
ities, and real opportunities 
to shape our future together. 
There will be a workshop 
in Spanish, in English, and 
virtually on Zoom. To get 
this information later vis-

City Manager’s community message 
focuses on All-America City award

CHELSEA - 2025 ALL-AMERICA CITY
CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

See MESSAGE Page 11

  
Chelsea: an all American city
Proud to Play our Part!

  
Chelsea: an all American city
Proud to Play our Part!

Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
delivered his congratulato-
ry wishes on behalf of the 
district to City Manager Fi-
del Maltez and the Chelsea 
contingent on receiving the 
All-America City Award. 
Following is Sen. DiDome-
nico’s statement:

“Congratulations to all 
my friends in Chelsea for 

being named the 2025 
All-America City and tak-
ing home this honor for an 
impressive third time. This 
recognition is absolutely de-
served and only reminds us 
what we already know: that 
Chelsea is vibrant and thriv-
ing because they embrace 
diversity and shared values. 
I couldn’t be prouder to 

represent this extraordinary 
community that is unique-
ly situated to solve any 
problem and create lasting 
opportunities  for everyone 
because they bring people, 
nonprofit organizations, and 
local government together 
to address issues and make 
decisions as one.”

DiDomenico congratulates Chelsea 
on earning prestigious AAC Award

State Sen. Sal DiDomenico
and family

Congratulations, Chelsea, 
on winning the 

All-America City Award.
You have made us proud.

Rob Waters holds some of the many individual gift bags that 
were given to members of the Chelsea delegation.

Helping out with the props for the Chelsea presentations are 
Community Engagement Specialist Dan Cortez, Community 
Services Administrator Mike Sandoval, and Police Chief Keith 
Houghton.

Councilor-at-Large Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera and his wife, 
School Committeewoman Dr. 
Sarah Elizabeth Neville.

Councilor-at-Large Roberto Jimenez-Rivera, CCCTV Technical 
Director Ricky Velez, Rep. Judith Garcia, and guest speaker 
Mary L. Thomas, president and CEO of CFLeads.

City Manager Fidel Maltez stands at the podium as he prepares delivers his All-America City 
Award acceptance speech on behalf of the delegation.

CCononggrraatutullaattiiononss  ttoo  
tthhee  CCiittyy  ooff  CChheellsseeaa!!

&&  eevveerryyononee  iinn  tthhee  ccomommmuunniittyy  
tthhaatt  mmaaddee  tthhiiss  aawwaarrdd  

ppoossssiibbllee

Director of Housing and 
Community Development 
Ben Cares and Commissioner 
of Public Works Care Fox-Lent.

City Manager Fidel Maltez 
and JB the fantasic bus driver, 
who rolled out the red carpet 
for the Chelsea delegation for 
its trip to Denver Internation-
al Airport. Chamber Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, Pastor Keila 

Velez, and Councilor-at-Large Roberto Jimenez-Rivera.

City Council President Nori-
eliz DeJesus and Raychel 
Rojas.
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This Is Your This Is Your 
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Built by Every Hand, Every Heart.
Built by Every Hand, Every Heart.

This Is Your This Is Your 
All-America City Award
All-America City Award

Built by Every Hand, Every Heart.
Built by Every Hand, Every Heart.
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City Council President DeJesus
emerges as a star at AAC Awards 

By Cary Shuman

To hear Norielez DeJesus 
so proudly and emphatical-
ly proclaim her status as 
“Chelsea’s Council Pres-
ident” during the city’s 
10-minute presentation at 
the All-America Awards, 
was in a word, wonderful.

But her key contribution 
to Chelsea’s victory came 
in the question-and-answer 
period when a juror (event 
judge) asked about Chelsea 
being a sanctuary city.

DeJesus’ response was 
so on the mark, so informa-
tive and so emotional that it 
drew tears from a city coun-
cil president from a Colora-
do(A photo was taken of the 
exchange and we will ask 
DeJesus if we may publish 
it at a later time).

“After I responded to the 
sanctuary city question, she 
came outside the room look-
ing for me,” said DeJesus. 
“She started crying with me 
because she could connect 
so much to the stories of our 
youth, our families – and 
she told me that she wants 
to visit Chelsea when she 
comes to Massachusetts 
next month.”

DeJesus elaborated on 
the significance of Chelsea 
winning such a prestigious 
national award.

DeJesus had another de-
fining moment at the Chel-
sea HUB presentation when 
she revealed the struggles 

that one of her relatives had 
faced, but with the help of 
Chelsea law enforcement 
officials and others, her rel-
ative is now leading a pro-
ductive life as a parent.

Finally DeJesus elabo-
rated on the significance 
of Chelsea winning such a 
prestigious national award.

“This award means that 
we get to bring home this 
symbol of strength, this 
symbol of hope and our 
community will feel more 
united,” said DeJesus. “The 
award is the grand finale, 
but this entire weekend was 
about planting the seeds to 
strengthen the collaboration 
among the schools, the city 
departments, and city of-
ficials, with our police de-
partment – getting to know 
each other, because once 
you get to know each other 
and build more of that trust, 
we’re able to provide a bet-
ter service for the commu-
nity.”

As the Director of Assis-
tance at nationally La Co-
laborativa and the President 
of the Chelsea City Council, 
DeJesus is answering that 
call for service from her 
community every day.

And one more thing. 
DeJesus’ frequent conversa-
tions with the youths in the 
Chelsea delegation during 
their time in Denver was 
much appreciated. DeJesus 
helped make their memora-
ble experience even better.

Chelsea Police Dept. had a 
winning experience in Denver

By Cary Shuman

There was a passenger on 
the airplane heading to Den-
ver who obliged Chelsea 
Community Police Engage-
ment Dan Cortez’s request 
for the puzzle page in The 
Boston Globe.

From the time the plane 
left the gate to just moments 
before it took off, Cortez 
remarkably had filled in the 
responses to the entire puz-
zle.

Cortez’s superb puz-
zle-solving ability did not 
go unnoticed by the fel-
low passenger from Chel-
sea, who simply muttered, 
“Wow!”

Cortez’s acumen was 
a good omen for Chel-
sea’s quest for winning the 
All-America City Award 
and other victories.

Sgt. Star Chung was the 
opening performer in the 
AAC talent showcase and 

she lit up the hall with her 
poem about Chelsea. The 
reaction from the audience 
was a standing ovation and 
in fact, the other spoken 
word author in the show 
made it a point to congrat-
ulate the multi-talented 
Chung on her creativeness 
and dazzling delivery of the 
poem.

And in one more big vic-
tory, the magnetic leader 
of the Chelsea Police De-
partment, Keith Houghton 
– who seemed to have an 
entourage of admirers in 
Denver wherever he showed 
up -  was the winner of the 
grand raffle drawing of two 
Southwest Airlines ticket 
to anywhere in the United 
States.

And how about Officer 
Nicole McLaughlin, flying 
in from Hawaii to take part 
in the Chelsea Hub’s stellar 
presentation.  That what you 
call dedication to the cause.

Omar Limas of the Jordan Boys and Girls Club, Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, Sgt. Star 
Chung, and Matt Frank of the Chelsea Housing Authority.

City Councillor Lisa Santagate, City Council President Norieliz 
DeJesus, and City Councilor Calvin T. Brown.

City Manager Fidel Maltez joins  the Chelsea Police Depart-
ment contingent for a photo following the awards presen-
tation ceremony, from left, Officer Nicole McLaughlin, Chief 
Keith Houghton, Sgt. Star Chung, and Community Engage-
ment Specialist Dan Cortez. Police Chief Keith Houghton, Sgt. Star Chung, and Community 

Engagement Specialist Dan Cortez, pictured adjacent to the 
official All-America City banner.

City Council President Norieliz DeJesus and Councilor-at-Large 
Roberto Jimenez-Rivera greet Shammas Malik, the Mayor of 
Akron, Ohio.
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CHELSEA - 2025 ALL-AMERICA CITY
CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Omar Limas, Jennifer Hassell, and Matt Frank.
Representing the Chelsea Public Schools, Kelly School Princi-
pal Lisa Lineweaver and Parent Information Center Director 
Daniel Mojica.

City Manager Fidel Maltez 
greets Derek Okubo of the 
National Civic League at the 
event.

City Councilor Calvin T. Brown, City Councilor Lisa Santagate, 
Councilor-at-Large Roberto Jimenez-Rivera, and City Council 
President Norieliz DeJesus.

City Manager Fidel Maltez, Geneliz Herrera, Jamiael Guerrero, 
and City Council President Norieliz DeJesus.

City Manager Fidel Maltez 
and Executive Assistant Grace 
Agosto proudly display the 
All-America City Award.

Leominster Mayor Dean 
Mazzarella and Chelsea City 
Manager Fidel Maltez.

Police Chief Keith Houghton speaks at a forum in Denver 
about Chelsea’s innovative program, Chelsea Hub, joined 
by Officer Nicole McLaughlin, and Community Engagement 
Specialist Dan Cortez.

The Chelsea Schools contingent, including Pastor Keila Velez, 
former teacher Lisa Santagate, City Manager Fidel Maltez, 
Kelly School Principal Lisa Lineweaver, and Parent Information 
Center Director Danile Mojica.

City Manager Fidel Maltez 
and All-America City Award 
Director Rebecca Trout.

 Yaritza Morales-Gonzalez, Nina Lee, Grace Lee, Norieliz DeJe-
sus, and Lisa Santagate.
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Congratulations to the 
City of Chelsea on winning 
the All America City Award

Congratulations to the 
City of Chelsea on winning 
the All America City Award

Thank you to the dedicated 
residents and local leaders whose 
collaboration and innovative spirit 
brought this prestigious honor home.

CHELSEA - 2025 ALL-AMERICA CITY
CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

The City of Chelsea delegation, pictured at the Civic Fair at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Denver.

The City of Chelsea delegation, pictured on stage moments after the announcement that Chel-
sea was chosen as a winner of All-America City Award.

The City of Chelsea delegation, with some members signaling that the 2025 All-America 
City Award was a three-peat for Chelsea.

The City of Chelsea delegation is pictured at the National Civic League All-America City Award 
reception in Denver, where Chelsea was the recipient of the prestigious All-America City Award.
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City manager provides update 
on Quiet Zone construction

Garcia partners with GreenRoots to champion indoor air quality legislation

Rep. Garcia speaks in support of H.2427 at the State House 
legislative briefing.

Special to the Record

Representative Judith 
Garcia, in partnership with 
Chelsea-based environ-
mental justice organization 
GreenRoots and the Envi-
ronmental Justice Table, is 
championing legislation to 
improve indoor air quality 
in some of the Common-
wealth’s most overburdened 
communities.

H.2427, An Act to Im-
prove Indoor Air Quality for 
Highly-Impacted Commu-
nities, co-filed by Rep. Gar-
cia and Rep. Sam Montaño 
of Boston, addresses the of-
ten-overlooked dangers of 
indoor air pollution in pub-
lic housing, schools, early 
education centers, and long-
term care facilities—spac-
es that disproportionately 
affect residents of environ-
mental justice communities 
like Chelsea and Everett.

“At its core, this bill is 

about equity and public 
health,” said Rep. Gar-
cia. “Everyone—regard-
less of income, zip code, 
or background—deserves 
to breathe clean air in the 
places they live, learn, and 
heal. I’m proud to stand 
with GreenRoots and our 
environmental justice part-
ners to make that vision a 
reality.”

The legislation establish-
es a statewide task force 
led by the Commissioner 
of Public Health to devel-
op a coordinated strategy 
for identifying, monitor-
ing, and addressing indoor 
air contaminants, including 
mold, ultrafine particulate 
matter, and black carbon. 
These pollutants are linked 
to serious health risks such 
as asthma, hypertension, 
and lung disease, particular-
ly among children, seniors, 
and low-income families.

 Under the bill, the De-

partment of Public Health, 
in consultation with the De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection, will be required 
to develop indoor air qual-
ity standards by the end of 
2026—setting a first-ever 
regulatory baseline to pro-
tect indoor environments 
across Massachusetts.

“The air we breathe in 
our homes, schools and 
workplaces should not be 
detrimental to our health 
and well-being. Unfortu-
nately, it is for so many peo-
ple, especially in environ-
mental justice communities 
that are disproportionately 
burdened by environmental 
toxins,” said GreenRoots 
Executive Director Roseann 
Bongiovanni. “Innovative 
legislation such as An Act 
to Improve Air Quality for 
Highly-Impacted Commu-
nities, filed by Representa-
tives Garcia and Montaño, 
will prioritize standards for 

improving indoor air quali-
ty. We are grateful to work 
hand in hand with these 
environmental justice and 
public health champions!”

The bill has also garnered 
strong support from a broad 
coalition of doctors, profes-
sors, researchers, and advo-
cates, many of whom turned 
out in full force at the leg-
islative hearing to deliver 
powerful testimony in favor 
of its passage. 

Earlier this year, Rep. 
Garcia and GreenRoots at-
tended a legislative briefing 
that brought together legis-
lative supporters, environ-
mental advocates, and com-
munity-based organizations 
to highlight the urgent need 
for action. 

Rep. Garcia remains 
committed to working 
alongside GreenRoots and 
the broader Environmental 
Justice Table to advance the 
bill.

Special to the Record

City officials anticipate 
construction for its final 
round of MBTA Quiet Zone 
safety improvements to be-
gin fall 2025 or spring 2026, 
marking a major milestone 
in the city’s efforts to regain 
its MBTA Quiet Zone status 
- a designation that would 
end the routine use of train 
horns throughout Chelsea.

Because the sound of the 
horns severely impact the 
quality of life for its res-
idents, particularly those 
who live close to the com-
muter rail, the City has been 
working diligently since 
2021 to reinstate Chelsea as 
a Quiet Zone. To accelerate 
this work, which has faced 
delays and technical chal-
lenges, Chelsea’s State Rep-
resentative, Judith Garcia, 

recently asked the General 
Manager of the MBTA for 
a Quiet Zone update, and, 
in June, the City met with 
Keolis, the MBTA, the MA 
Department of Public Util-
ities, and the Federal Rail-
road Administration to re-
view and discuss Chelsea’s 
Quiet Zone project.

During the discussion, 
it was determined that the 
City’s Quiet Zone project 
design needed to be altered 
due to the MBTA’s recent 
infrastructure improve-
ments along its Newburyp-
ort/Rockport commuter rail 
line. In response, the City 
immediately began to incor-
porate these changes into its 
project plan.

“We’re working hard to 
complete safety upgrades 
at rail crossings that are in 
compliance with state and 

federal standards and will 
keep our residents safe,” 
said Chelsea City Manager 
Fidel Maltez. “Once these 
upgrades are implemented, 
we’ll be one step closer to 
achieving our Quiet Zone 
designation and ultimately 
end the routine use of train 
horns in our city.”

City officials expect the 
updated project design to 
be completed and submitted 
to the appropriate state and 
federal agencies for review 
and approval by July 2025.

They anticipate the con-
struction required to achieve 
the Quiet Zone designation 
could begin in late fall 2025 
or spring 2026. Construc-
tion is projected to take 
approximately six months 
from the time it receives ap-
proval to proceed. 

info@chelsearealestate.com  781-201-9488

Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE 
Pardon, Aida	 Zhu, Xinsheng	 128-130 Shurtleff St	 $2,340,000
Pardon, Aida	 Zhu, Xinsheng	 130 Shurtleff St	 $2,340,000
Trusau, Aliaksandr	 Nedelka, Jeffrey	 157 Winnisimmet St #2A	 $400,000
Feng, Wanhui	 Botea, Stefan L	 56 Franklin Ave #12	 $340,000

Attacks //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

cials about how local, state 
and federal agencies can 
more effectively protect the 
health and wellness of res-
idents of communities like 
Chelsea. For me, the project 
was personal. It represent-
ed the culmination of many 
years of research and effort, 
including by the leadership 
of GreenRoots, and I was 
honored that Chelsea was 
selected for this project.  

The Advancing Com-
munity Resilience to Cu-
mulative Climate Impacts 
in the Mystic River Water-
shed (ACRES) project was 
a partnership between BU 
School of Public Health 
and the Mystic River Wa-
tershed Association (My-
WRA). Flor Amaya, our 
Director of Public Health in 
Chelsea, was an advisor to 
that project. Also funded by 
EPA, the research focused 
on communities vulnerable 
to climate change and ex-
treme weather events, pow-
er outages and flooding, and 
the simultaneous threat of 
chemical exposures such as 
lead in our drinking water 
pipes, soil and homes. These 
are things we experience in 
real life where we live and 
that impact our health. Ter-
minated.   	 

The third grant was fund-
ed by the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) and sup-

ported a Latina graduate stu-
dent who is working on her 
doctorate in public health. 
The funding that supported 
her was made possible be-
cause she is exactly the kind 
of brilliant person whose 
experience in life is under 
represented among the peo-
ple with PhDs who work in 
scientific institutions. The 
field of science needs di-
versity as much as any dis-
cipline. Science requires in-
novation and creative ideas. 
The notice of termination 
on this grant was especially 
cruel, describing support for 
people like her as a “low-re-
turn on investment.” She is 
studying how heat exposure 
and hard work affects the 
kidneys, and her research 
had been reviewed by lead-
ing kidney doctors at NIH 
and across the country. Ter-
minated.

The attacks on science by 
the current administration 
are attacks on a major en-
gine of economic develop-
ment and innovation in this 
country, and on the com-
munities and people who 
most stand to benefit from 
science; people with diseas-
es, veterans, essential work-
ers in hazardous industries, 
municipal workers and first 
responders, communities 
of color, and women who 
have been underrepresent-

ed in science and scientific 
studies for all of history. As 
a researcher, I have always 
sought to bring questions 
from communities into ac-
ademic institutions and to 
make the resources of sci-
entists more accessible to 
communities least likely to 
be at the table when scientif-
ic issues are discussed. For-
tunately, not all of my re-
search was terminated. I am 
still partnering with Green-
Roots on heat research in 
Chelsea funded by the Barr 
Foundation. I know that 
Chelsea residents and com-
munity leaders, and City of 
Chelsea staff, are unwaver-
ing in their commitment to 
the health of our communi-
ty. The work will carry on. 
But meanwhile, those of us 
who can, please stand up for 
science, for democracy, and 
for the health and well-be-
ing of current and future 
generations. Please support 
our state and federal rep-
resentatives who are sup-
porting science. Please also 
consider expressing your 
support via this website:  
tiny.cc/sciencepledge

Madeleine Scammell, 
DSc, is a Chelsea resident 
and Professor of Environ-
mental Health at Boston 
University School of Public 
Health. 

The White House’s pro-
posed 40% cuts to the NIH 
would cripple the Greater 
Boston colleges and uni-
versities where Chelsea 
residents work and study. 
Much of the health research 
being cut focuses on health 
disparities—research that 
looks at, for example, why 
are Latino individuals more 
likely to be infected with 
HIV than their white coun-
terparts? How can preven-
tion and treatment efforts 
be tailored to be more effec-
tive with certain racial and 
cultural groups? At a time 
when Chelsea, MA, has one 
of the highest HIV rates in 

Massachusetts, this work is 
more important to us than 
ever.

And finally, these cuts 
will do irreparable damage 
to the research pipeline, 
and a whole generation of 
aspiring scientists will not 
have access to the training 
programs and grants that 
would enable them to estab-
lish research careers. Build-
ing this pipeline is exactly 
why I founded the Chelsea 
Research Festival in the first 
place.

As I sit in uncertain-
ty about the future of my 
career, I think about the 
Chelsea high schoolers and 

middle schoolers who were 
so excited to be presenting 
their studies at the research 
festival. Will they be able to 
pursue their dreams? Will 
they be the ones to cure 
cancer, find a treatment for 
ALS, or close gaps in racial 
health equity? Unless Con-
gress steps up to save the 
NIH and NSF, the answer is 
no—and the entire country 
will suffer for it. 

Sarah Elizabeth Neville, 
PhD is a Postdoctoral Re-
search Fellow, Brown Uni-
versity School of Public 
Health.

Science //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE  2

Scan to view more details 
about the property online

Rare Find! 

FOR RENT

80 Broadway
Revere Office: 1,000 SF with 
Private Parking!

High-visibility Broadway location! This office offers:
 Spacious, customizable layout
 Parking spaces (a Revere rarity!)
 Office or retail space
 Convenient to transit & amenities Don't 

miss out! 
Contact us 

for a showing! 

(617) 699-4190

CHELSEA 
MUNICIPAL 
BUILDINGS   
CLOSED JULY 4TH

All Chelsea municipal 
buildings, apart from pub-
lic safety buildings, will be 

closed on Friday, July 4, 
in observance of Indepen-
dence Day. 

Curbside trash and re-
cycling collection will not 
take place on Friday, July 
4 – instead, collection will 
take place on Saturday, July 

5. Parking enforcement will 
be suspended from 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, July 3, through 
12 a.m. on Monday, July 7. 
There will also be no street 
sweeping on Friday, July 4 
due to the holiday.

News Briefs
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Special to the Record

La Colaborativa and 
The Greater Boston Food 
Bank (GBFB), in conjunc-
tion with Mass General 
Brigham, recently launched 
the Medically Tailored Food 
Access Initiative. 

Aligned with La Colab-
orativa’s food as medicine 
approach, this initiative is 
designed to support resi-
dents in Chelsea and neigh-
boring communities living 
with chronic health condi-
tions by providing access to 
nutrition that directly sup-
ports their medical needs. 

“As health is fundamen-
tally shaped by the condi-
tions in which our residents 
live, work, and grow, we’re 
thrilled to partner with The 
Greater Boston Food Bank, 
Mass General Brigham, and 
Community Care Coopera-
tive to realize this endeav-
or,” said Gladys Vega, Chief 
Executive Officer at La Co-
laborativa. 

Through the program, 
residents receiving care at 
a Mass General Brigham 
or Community Care Coop-
erative community health 

center can be prescribed 
medically tailored grocery 
boxes directly through their 
doctor’s office.

“Guided by a food as 
medicine approach, this 
program affords residents 
with vital, nutritious essen-
tials to treat chronic health 
conditions, while providing 
access to a variety of re-
sources that address social 
determinants of health,” 
said Alex Train, AICP, 
Chief Operating Officer at 
La Colaborativa.

Curated by expert di-
etitians at GBFB, the gro-

cery boxes are delivered to 
homebound residents by La 
Colaborativa, paired with a 
range of housing, economic 
stability, and food security 
resources. Embracing cul-
turally familiar, nutritious 
foods, the boxes are tailored 
to address chronic health 
conditions. Sponsored by 
MassHealth, this resource 
is coupled with bilingual 
nutrition counseling to in-
still knowledge on healthy 
cooking techniques and di-
etary habits, focused on res-
idents grappling with can-
cer, diabetes, heart disease, 

and other cardiometabolic 
conditions.  

“GBFB dietitians have 
designed nine boxes for 
specific health conditions 
that contain fresh produce, 
proteins, and shelf stable 
items known to support the 
needs of different patients 
with different chronic health 
challenges,” said Cheryl 
Schondek, Chief Operating 
Officer at The Greater Bos-
ton Food Bank. “This pro-
gram is an extension of GB-
FB’s overall commitment to 
empowering our communi-
ty with a consistent supply 
of healthy food to promote 
positive health outcomes.” 

As part of an integrative 
plan of care, clinical pro-
viders at a Mass General 
Brigham or Community 
Care Cooperative commu-
nity health center identify 
the program as a component 
of a broader chronic dis-
ease treatment plan. Once 
a prescription is issued, the 
patient’s information is se-
curely shared with GBFB, 
whose registered dietitians 
curate the contents of each 
box based on the individu-
al’s medical condition.  On 

a biweekly basis, La Colab-
orativa carries out transpor-
tation, last-mile delivery, 
and member engagement, 
providing a suite of nutri-
tious, culturally familiar 
groceries selected to ap-
propriately manage under-
lying health conditions. In 
parallel, La Colaborativa 
offers access to a variety of 
housing, economic stabili-
ty, and nutrition services to 
promote long term stability.  

Each box contains nutri-
ent-dense food, including 
fresh fruits and vegetables, 
lean proteins, and whole 
grains—selected to support 
conditions like diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, and 
cancer. By aligning food ac-
cess with clinical care, the 
program aims to improve 
both health outcomes and 
quality of life, employing 
deliberately selected food 
products to enhance the 
treatment of chronic health 
conditions. 

Executing this effort 
requires a contingent of 
knowledgeable staff, spe-
cializing in nutrition coun-
seling, health navigation, 
and wraparound services. 

The program leverages the 
food security infrastructure 
La Colaborativa and GBFB 
have collectively developed 
through a multifaceted part-
nership to combat hunger, 
abate chronic health con-
ditions, and improve food 
security across the Metro 
North region. 

This initiative is just one 
facet of La Colaborativa’s 
broader Health Equity port-
folio, which includes:

Health insurance enroll-
ment (MassHealth, Health 
Connector)

Chronic disease preven-
tion and management work-
shops

The Teaching Kitchen 
and “Food as Medicine” 
cooking classes

Maternal health services 
and contraception access

Nutrition education and 
one-on-one counseling

Vaccine clinics and 
screenings for diabetes and 
heart disease

Digital support for navi-
gating healthcare platforms 
like Patient Gateway

Support with healthcare 
bills, medical debt, and ac-
cess to primary care

Special to the Record

Last week, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico nominated 
Chelsea Superintendent, 
Dr. Almi G. Abeyta, as a 
2025 Commonwealth Hero-
ine, and honored her at the 
State House celebration. 
Each year the Massachu-
setts Commission on the 
Status of Women (MCSW) 
partners with state legisla-
tors to identify women who 
make outstanding contribu-
tions to their organizations 
and in their communities. 
Elected officials are encour-
aged to submit one woman 
from their constituency as a 
means of recognizing their 
invaluable efforts and ex-
traordinary acts of service, 
who are making a big differ-

ence in their communities 
but not necessarily making 
the news.

“Almi is someone who 
doesn’t seek out credit or 
recognition but works tire-
lessly every day to improve 
the lives of children and ed-
ucators across Chelsea pub-
lic schools,” said Senator 
DiDomenico. “Her passion 
to create a bright future for 
her students inspires every-
one she comes into contact 
with. I am proud to work 
with this true leader and I 
look forward to all the great 
things she will continue to 
accomplish for the school 
district that she loves in the 
coming years.”

DiDomenico also had 
the opportunity to celebrate 
other constituents across 

his district who were rec-
ognized as a 2025 Com-
monwealth Heroine: Maura 
Pensak from Cambridge, 
Barbara Best from Cam-
bridge, Keila Velez from 
Chelsea, and Elaine Monge 
from Everett.

“The Commonwealth 
Heroines are women who 
don’t make the news, but 
make all the difference in 
their communities,” said 
MCSW Chairwoman Mary-
dith Tuitt. “Thousands of 
women in every community 
across the Commonwealth 
perform unheralded acts on 
a daily basis that make our 
homes, neighborhoods, cit-
ies, and towns better plac-
es to live. Commonwealth 
Heroines use their time, tal-
ent, spirit, and enthusiasm 

to enrich the lives of others 
in their community. They 
are mentors, volunteers, and 
innovators - they are the 
glue that keeps a communi-
ty together.”

The MCSW celebrated 
the 22nd Annual Common-
wealth Heroines Class of 
2025 on Thursday, June 26, 
2025, at the Massachusetts 
Statehouse in the Gardner 
Auditorium.

The Massachusetts Com-
mission on the Status of 
Women (MCSW) is an in-
dependent state agency cre-
ated in 1998 to provide a 
permanent, effective voice 
for women of the Common-
wealth and to promote their 
rights, opportunities, and 
equality for all.

State Senator 
Sal DiDomenico

Wishing Everyone a Wishing Everyone a 

Healthy & Fun 4Healthy & Fun 4

thth

 of July! of July!

THE EASTERN SALT CO.
(617) 884-5201 | 37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

Enjoy the Fourth Safely!

DiDomenico nominates Chelsea Superintendent for “Commonwealth Heroine” award 

Senator DiDomenico with Chelsea Superintendent, Dr. Almi G. 
Abeyta, in the State House.

La Colaborativa and the Greater Boston Food Bank expand innovative health partnership

COURTESY PHOTO

One of the food boxes that is part of the new food initiative 
between La Colaborativa and the Greater Boston Food Bank.
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NeighborHealth’s 13th 5K event champions community health and fitness
Special to the Record

NeighborHealth, in part-
nership with the New Bal-
ance Foundation, hosted its 
13th annual 5K for Fitness 
event on Saturday, June 
7th, 2025, at East Boston’s 
Memorial Park. The event 
brought together more than 
900 people, including near-
ly 800 runners and walkers, 
to celebrate and promote 
healthy living through phys-
ical activity and nutrition 
education.

“This event is about pri-
oritizing wellness for the 
entire family and experi-
encing healthier living as 
one community,” said Jamie 
Hazard, NeighborHealth, 
Interim President & Chief 
Executive Officer and Chief 
Financial Officer. “We know 
that health care doesn’t start 
or end at our clinic. The fact 
is that where we live and 
how we live can have a pro-
found impact on our health 
outcomes and wellbeing. 
Events like the Let’s Get 
Movin’ 5K encourage ev-
eryone to put their personal 
health first in a fun and sup-
portive setting.”

The race day schedule 
included a spirited warmup 
led by the Let’s Get Movin’ 
team. DJ music energized 
participants as they wound 
their way through the East 
Boston Greenway and Bre-
men Street Community 
Park. The first 200 regis-
trants received free T-shirts, 
and all finishers were award-
ed medals. The top finishers 
in each age category were 
recognized with trophies, 
and a free raffle concluded 
the event. More than a doz-
en community organizations 
joined the festivities to share 
resources, and many com-
munity members expressed 
appreciation for the Neigh-
borHealth program.

“Let’s Get Movin’ gave 
me my life back,” said Let’s 
Get Movin’ participant 
Elaine Mendes, pastor at 
Revival International Center 
in Chelsea. “After losing so 
much during the pandem-
ic, I felt like I had nothing 
left, but this program gave 
me hope. I showed up in 
2022 to volunteer, and what 
I found was a community 
that taught me how to move 
my body and be healthy, not 
only physically but mental-
ly. I went from not being 
able to run at all, to crossing 
the finish line, stronger and 
faster each year.”

  “The Let’s Get Movin’ 
program has made a huge 

difference in our lives over 
the past 8 years,” said Nu-
via Vanegas of East Bos-
ton, mother of Brian Vane-
gas who participated in the 
program as a child and now 
coaches for Let’s Get Mov-
in’. “At first, I wasn’t sure 
if we could do it, but I re-
alized that, with the help of 
the Let’s Get Movin’ team, 
eating well and exercising 
regularly could be a normal 
part of our family’s life. To-
day, I am so proud of my 
son, Brian, who is going off 
to college, and all our fami-
ly members who showed up 
today to support us.”

Let’s Get Movin’ is a 
lifestyle-change program 
for children, teens and their 
families that promotes phys-
ical activity and nutrition, 
while helping young peo-
ple make healthier lifestyle 
choices. The program was 
developed in response to the 
national epidemic of child-
hood obesity and its impact 
on the local community. 
Built on three main compo-
nents - medical monitoring, 
physical activity, and nutri-
tion education - Let’s Get 
Movin’ offers no-cost train-
ing sessions, after-school 
and summer programs, field 
trips, community events, 
garden access, cooking 
classes, and educational ac-
tivities for adults who want 
to learn more about support-
ing their children’s healthier 
lifestyles.

NeighborHealth would 
like to thank our generous 
sponsors, in addition to the 
New Balance Foundation, 
for supporting this event: 
Wise Construction, Suffolk 
University, YMCA, Cataldo 
Ambulance Service, RRT - 
No Speed Limit; as well as 
in-kind sponsors Wegmans, 
Whole Foods, Rumba 97.7, 
an iHeartMedia station, and 
Citius Printing & Graphics. 

NeighborHealth, for-
merly East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, is 
one of the nation’s largest 
Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health system 
in Massachusetts, serving 
over 130,000 people and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) as 
a National Quality Lead-
er. For more than 50 years, 
NeighborHealth has offered 
access to comprehensive 
primary care, specialty care 
and emergency care for 
patients in the Common-

wealth. In a first-of-its-kind 
merger in 2020, East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center joined forces with 
the South End Community 
Health Center and expanded 
services to patients who live 
and work in Boston’s South 
End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods. NeighborHealth 
champions innovative care 
models to actively bridge 
health equity gaps in our 
low-income and immigrant 
communities with services 
unique from other health-
care providers in our state. 
For more information, visit 
www.neighborhealth.com.

Let’s Get Movin’ participants leap off the start line commencing the annual 5K race. 

 Let’s Get Movin’ 5K runner Di-
ana Gallego enjoying the run 
with their community. 

 NeighborHealth’s Let’s Get Movin’ Manager Cristina Weddle 
(left) with NeighborHealth Interim President and CEO & Chief 
Financial Officer Jamie Hazard (right) as they prepare to wel-
come participants to the annual race.

 PHOTOS COURTESY AGNIESZKA RYTYCH-FOSTER PHOTOGRAPHY

Chelsea resident and Let’s 
Get Movin’ participant, Pastor 
Elaine Mendes, gears up for 
her fourth annual Let’s Get 
Movin’ race. 

The East Boston Social Centers was one of many organizations sharing resources with commu-
nity members at NeighborHealth’s annual Let’s Get Movin’ 5K.

East Boston locals Nuvia 
Vanegas and her son Brian 
Vanegas after participating in 
the Let’s Get Movin’ 5K race.

 East Boston families with children of all ages proudly display their medals at the annual Let’s 
Get Movin’ 5K race, an initiative by NeighborHealth that encourages families and young people 
to enjoy the benefits of physical activity. 

Central Square Park, 200 Border Street
(Across from Liberty Plaza Shopping Center)

Learn more!

We accept: SNAP/HIP, WIC, Senior Farmers Market 
Coupons, City of Boston Farmers Market Coupons

Wednesdays, 3:00 to 6:30pm
July 2 - October 22, 2025*
*Closing at 6:00pm in October

East Boston Farmers Market

SEND US 
YOUR 
NEWS

The Record encourages 
residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and 
birth announcements, 

news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for 

publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 

385 Broadway, 
Revere, MA 02151.

 We also encourage readers 
to e-mail news releases and 
photos to stephen.quigley@

reverejournal.com
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

COUNCIL DELAYS 
VOTE ON PROPOSAL 
FOR SOCCER 
STADIUM 

EVERETT - The City 
Council voted to delay ac-
tion on placing a nonbind-
ing referendum on the ballot 
to determine whether Ever-
ett residents favor a profes-
sional soccer stadium being 
built on lower Broadway 
until its Aug. 11 meeting. 

The Kraft Group has 
plans to build a 24,000-seat 
soccer stadium on the site of 
a former power plant in Ev-
erett. The stadium would be 
the new home for the New 
England Revolution pro-
fessional soccer team that 
currently plays its home 
games at Gillette Stadium 
in Foxborough. The plans 
also include a new water-
front park. 

Ward 5 Councilor Robert 
Van Campen explained the 
rationale for submitting the 
question to the voters of Ev-
erett.

“My intention is not to 
defeat or put an end to the 
idea of a proposed soccer 
stadium on Lower Broad-
way,” said Van Campen. 
“My sole intention, which 
I’ve spoken about in mul-
tiple committee meetings, 
which I’ve spoken about 
publicly in the community, 
which I have heard loud and 
clear from the community is 
to generate greater commu-
nity engagement over this 
potentially transformative 
project. It’s not to kill it, it’s 
not to defeat it, it’s simply to 
make sure it’s right for our 
community.”

Van Campen added, 
“What has occurred to me 
is that one way to make sure 
that it’s right for our com-
munity is to actually put 
[the referendum] in front of 
the people of Everett.”

C o u n c i l o r - a t - L a r g e 
Stephanie Smith asked that 
the Council delay the vote 
on the referendum issue un-
til August.

“It still gives us time un-
til the Sept. 30 deadline, 
just so that a comprehen-
sive information packet can 
be prepared for the voters 
about what does a nonbind-
ing agreement mean, what 
does it mean to remove the 
parcel from the DPA [Des-
ignated Port Area], and de-
tailing what the community 
impact a professional soccer 
stadium would have on low-
er Broadway,” said Smith. 
“It’s not to kill this, it’s not 
to do anything, it’s just to 
postpone, so that when we 
do go out and put this on the 
ballot, we know what we’re 
voting for.”

Councilor-at-Large John 
Hanlon asked about the po-
tential wording of the ques-
tion on the ballot, adding 
that he wants the question 
to become “completely neu-
tral.”

Van Campen assured 
Hanlon that the ballot ques-
tion “has been worked out 
and it is compliant with the 
statute.”

Ward 6 Councilor Pe-
ter Pietrantonio asked for 
clarification on whether the 

Council’s vote for passage 
of the motion would “auto-
matically” place a referen-
dum on the ballot.

“It still needs the mayor’s 
signature,” said City Clerk 
Sergio Cornelio.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro said he was 
“okay” with postponing a 
vote on the issue “even until 
perhaps we have a commu-
nity benefits agreement to 
actually discuss.”

In response to residents 
who have been requesting a 
referendum, DiPierro said, 
“there is a process in the 
city charter for citizen-ini-
tiative petitions.”

Van Campen said after 
considering Smith’s request 
to postpone the Council’s 
vote on a soccer stadium 
referendum, “I don’t object 
to that, and I can appreciate 
her concern about providing 
the public with sufficient 
information before this is 
considered as a ballot mea-
sure.”

Van Campen said unlike 
the vote to allow Encore to 
build a resort/casino in Ev-
erett (which was a binding 
vote and passed by an 86-
13 percent margin), “it’s a 
nonbinding vote. It’s simply 
an expression of sentiment 
that we’re seeking from the 
community in an effort to 
get greater engagement.”

SHIPYARD 
PRESENTS PLANS 
FOR NEW PIERS    
TO JPNA 

EAST BOSTON - The 
Jeffries Point Neighbor-
hood Association (JPNA) 
hosted representatives from 
the Boston Harbor Ship-
yard & Marina (BHSM) at 
the group’s Planning and 
Zoning meeting last week 
to provide updates on a 
new dry dock and to present 
plans for the construction 
of two new piers that will 
support a new 80 metric-ton 
travel lift. 

Notably, the shipyard 
received a new 60-by-120-
foot floating dry dock in 
March, which is being used 
to haul public ferries and for 
general service work on nu-
merous types of vessels at 
Pier Three. 

“It’s really been a great 
asset for the harbor and 
been quite busy really since 
we started operations,” 
said Marshall Greenland, 
BHSM’s general manager. 

“This has been very pop-
ular and needed in the har-
bor. Really, what it does is 
it eliminates downtime for 
the vessel operators that are 
based in Boston,” he added. 

Additionally, BHSM 
recently purchased an 80 
metric-ton travel lift, which 
was shipped and assembled 
approximately a month ago, 
according to Greenland. 

Now, the shipyard is 
looking to build piers on 
which the lift will operate. 
During the meeting, Green-
land indicated that BHSM 
would submit a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) to the Con-
servation Commission for 
the construction of the piers 

shortly and that abutters 
would be notified upon sub-
mission. 

The new lift is designed 
to service small commercial 
vessels, including fishing 
boats, smaller ferries, police 
boats, and smaller fireboats, 
according to Greenland.

BHSM’s current lift is 50 
U.S. tons and is old. “While 
we do a lot of work with 
it, boats have gotten a lot 
bigger since the 80s, and 
commercial boats general-
ly can’t be serviced by that 
travel lift,” said Greenland. 

The proposed piers are 
slated to be 120 feet long, 
and there will be about 26.5 
feet between them, which is 
almost 10 feet wider than 
the old piers.

Photos of the existing 
piers and travel lift were 
shown, and Greenland not-
ed that the new iteration 
would be similar to them. 
Further, he showed pictures 
of the current conditions 
where the new setup will 
be located, which is near 
the headwall between Piers 
Three and Four.

As part of the project, a 
staging dock will be erect-
ed next to the piers, which 
Greenland said is a typi-
cal practice. There are also 
plans to demolish “the con-
demned” Pier Four, conduct 
other cleanup work, and in-
stall a 100-foot wash basin 
to collect washed water and 
remove it off-site. 

Following the presenta-
tion, the floor was opened 
up to questions from those 
in attendance. One resident 
wondered if the new trav-
el lift was different from 
the one that was slated as 
part of BHSM’s investment 
plan. Greenland indicated 
that they are still planning 
for another larger travel lift. 

The same resident also 
inquired about the time-
frame for Buildings Two 
and Four of the investment 
plan. Greenland said they 
would have a better idea of 
Building Two’s timeline in 
September, and he hopes 
that permitting will begin in 
the next year, with Building 
Four following “a year or 
two beyond that.”

JPNA Board Member 
Tyler Lane also had some 
questions. He wondered if 
there would be some exca-
vation.

In response, Greenland 
said, “The only excavation 
would be just a little bit be-
low grade, so that when we 
install the piers on top of the 
piles, those piers are two 
feet from the pile to the top 
of the pier.” He also noted 
that a similar strategy would 
be used to install the afore-
mentioned wash basin. 

“It’s not what we would 
consider to be any signifi-
cant amount of excavation 
or stockpiling of equipment 
or anything. It will all be 
kind of contained in that 
area.” 

Lane also wondered if 
BHSM projected an in-
crease in jobs due to the 
installation of a larger lift. 
Greenland said absolutely 
and later added, “As we ex-
pand the size of the boats, 
that’s just additional work.”

Finally, there was a ques-
tion about whether the ship-
yard would share updated 
design concepts for Build-
ing Two before filing for 
permitting, to which Green-
land said yes. 

For more information 
about BHSM, visit its web-
site at https://www.bhsmari-
na.com/.

SEARCH COMM. 
INTERVIEWS POLICE 
CHIEF CANDIDATES

REVERE - The city’s po-
lice chief search committee 
interviewed four internal 
candidates for the Revere 
Police Department’s top job 
on Monday.

The city is looking to re-
place recently retired Chief 
David Callahan, who served 
on the department for more 
than 34 years.

The four candidates in-
cluded the current Interim 
Chief, Maria LaVita, Capt. 
Tom Malone, Lt. Brian 
Chapman, and Lt. Robert 
Impemba. The city ordi-
nance requires that the city 
hire an internal candidate 
with at least five years rank 
as a lieutenant or captain.

“We were really pleased 
with what we pulled out 
from everyone,” said May-
or Patrick Keefe. “Every-
one did a really nice job of 
interviewing and it was, if 
anything, we were able to 
get so much good informa-
tion from sitting down with 
each of these individuals 
that we know that we will 
be able to use everything 
they gave us for the best of 
the department. Each one of 
them stated their interest in 
making the department bet-
ter and being in a support-
ing role whether they get the 
position or not.”

Also serving with Keefe 
on the search committee are 
city finance director Richard 
Viscay, city solicitor Paul 
Capizzi, Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Dianne Kelly, 
mayoral chief of staff Clau-
dia Correa, outside labour 
counsel Nicholas Anastaso-
poulos, and Col. Oscar Pe-
rez, the chief of the Provi-
dence Police Department. 
Keefe said Perez serves as 
the outside police colonel/
chief who will help support 
the search committee.

The committee came 
up with a questionnaire of 
about 45 questions for the 
candidates that allow for 
follow up and further dis-
cussion, the mayor said.

Keefe said he hopes that 
the process is wrapped up 
within the next two weeks.

The interviews on Mon-
day were the most formal 
setting for the process so 
far, but Keefe said each of 
the candidates have submit-
ted bios, resumes, and cover 
letters and the committee 
has been able to review the 
experience and track record 
of all the candidates.

Each member of the 
search committee will rank 
the candidates they would 
like to see as the next chief, 
and then Keefe said there 
will hopefully be a consen-
sus on selecting a single 
candidate.

“I think it is important 
for the department to have 
assurances on what the fu-
ture holds and what the 
leadership looks like,” said 
Keefe. “Anytime you have 
a loss in leadership and you 
have 100-plus members in 
the police department, they 
are looking for their lead-
ers and they want to know 
what to expect, so it is really 
important to establish that 
leadership. We are coming 
up on a new fiscal year, so I 
think it all aligns properly to 
have a new police chief and 
continue our positive direc-
tion with Revere  policing.”

Keefe said he applauded 
Callahan and what he was 
able to accomplish in his 
more than three decades 
with the department.

“We don’t have a broken 
system, but like anything, 
you bring in some fresh 
new eyes that can bring in 
a different approach and it 
will be helpful,” Keefe said. 
“Any large institution, it is 
helpful to bring in a slightly 
different change of mind-
set every once in awhile to 
come up with some new 
ideas and new strategies 
when it comes to mod-
ern-day policing.”

COUNCIL 
DEADLOCKS ON 
APPOINTMENT 
OF PRECINCT 2 
COUNCILOR

WINTHROP - The town 
council reached a stalemate 
on the vote to appoint a 
new Precinct 2 councilor to 
serve through the end of the 
year at last week’s meeting.

After the council even-
ly split 4-4 on two votes to 
appoint either Karin Chavis 
or Michael Kinlin to replace 
former Precinct 2 Councilor 
John Munson, Council Pres-
ident Jim Letterie said that 
for now, the position will go 
unfilled until the November 
municipal election, when 
the seat will be on the ballot.

As of this Tuesday morn-
ing, Letterie said it was un-
decided if the appointment 
would come back before the 
council on the agenda of its 
next meeting.

All the councilors praised 
the role Chavis has played 
in the town over the past 
decades, including her cur-
rent position on the citizen’s 
advisory finance committee 
and her more than two doz-
en board and committee ap-

pointments over that time. 
However, several of the 

councilors who voted in 
favor of Kinlin spoke of 
looking to the future and 
appointing a councilor who 
has children in the school 
system and a long-term vi-
sion for Winthrop.

Letterie and Council-
ors Pat Costigan, Suzanne 
Swope, and Rob DeMarco 
all backed Chavis in both 
votes, while Max Tassinari 
(who nominated Kinlin), 
John DaRos, Joseph Aiello, 
and Vice President Hannah 
Belcher all voted twice for 
Kinlin.

Between the debate over 
the Precinct 2 appointment 
and the vote on the planning 
board’s recommendation on 
MBTA 3A compliance, the 
council meeting on Tues-
day, June 16 stretched over 
more than four hours.

During the nearly hour-
long public speaking portion 
of the meeting, a number of 
residents, both within and 
without Precinct 2, spoke 
in favor of their preferred 
candidate to fill out the tem-
porary six-month council 
appointment. While the vast 
majority spoke in favor of 
appointing Chavis, there 
was some support for Kin-
lin.

“I’m here in support of 
Karin Chavis,” said Todd 
Sacco. “This woman has 
been serving the town of 
Winthrop for 30-plus years. 
Collectively, on this council 
before us, there is only one 
person who can even come 
close to the knowledge of 
the workings of our commu-
nity, and that’s Jim Letterie. 
No offense, but the rest of 
you combined, you’re just 
a fart in the wind compared 
to her.”

Aiello said the council 
had two great candidates to 
choose from giving it differ-
ent choices. 

“I have a deep apprecia-
tion for everything that Ms. 
Chavis has done over the 
years, that is not debatable 
at all,” he said. “I’m going 
to be supporting Mike Kin-
lin … part of it came out 
when he was talking about 
in terms of his commitment 
to the future. He has been 
coming regularly, and he is 
one of the people who stays 
behind after every coun-
cil meeting and talks and 
asks questions and wants to 
know why.”

Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check

chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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By Adam Swift

The town council reached 
a stalemate on the vote to 
appoint a new Precinct 2 
councilor to serve through 
the end of the year at last 
week’s meeting.

After the council even-
ly split 4-4 on two votes to 
appoint either Karin Chavis 
or Michael Kinlin to replace 
former Precinct 2 Councilor 
John Munson, Council Pres-
ident Jim Letterie said that 
for now, the position will go 
unfilled until the November 
municipal election, when 
the seat will be on the ballot.

As of this Tuesday morn-
ing, Letterie said it was un-
decided if the appointment 
would come back before the 

council on the agenda of its 
next meeting.

All the councilors praised 
the role Chavis has played 
in the town over the past 
decades, including her cur-
rent position on the citizen’s 
advisory finance committee 
and her more than two doz-
en board and committee ap-
pointments over that time. 

However, several of the 
councilors who voted in 
favor of Kinlin spoke of 
looking to the future and 
appointing a councilor who 
has children in the school 
system and a long-term vi-
sion for Winthrop.

Letterie and Council-
ors Pat Costigan, Suzanne 
Swope, and Rob DeMarco 

By Adam Swift

The town’s Firehouse 
Building Committee held 
its first meeting with the 
project’s new owner’s proj-
ect manager, P3, earlier this 
month.

P3 will help oversee the 

construction of the new 
$38.5 million fire station at 
the site of the old middle 
school.

“Dan Pallotta (P3’s pres-
ident) was there and gave a 
great presentation and up-
dated us about a timeline, 
which you will hear a lot 

more about,” Town Council 
President Jim Letterie said 
at last week’s council meet-
ing. “We actually have a 
company that is finishing up 
work … behind the middle 
school, behind the old audi-
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FIRE OFFICIALS 
URGE RESIDENTS 
TO LEAVE 
FIREWORKS TO THE 
PROFESSIONALS

Fires, explosions, and 
serious injuries related to 
illegal fireworks spike each 
summer in Massachusetts, 
and fire service leaders are 
asking residents and visitors 
to leave those dangerous de-
vices to the professionals.

“Here in Massachusetts, 
fireworks have caused over 
500 fires and explosions, 
more than 200 emergency 
department visits, and near-
ly $1 million in damages 
over the past five years,” 
said State Fire Marshal Jon 
M. Davine. “They are ille-
gal without licensing and 
certification because they 
are so dangerous. Please 
don’t risk a fire, an injury, or 
a day in court – leave fire-
works to the professionals.”

The weeks around July 
4th are extremely busy for 
your local fire department,” 
said Westborough Fire Chief 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 5

Town Council gets update on new  
fire station construction timeline

See DEADLOCKED Page 4
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See 3A FIRE STATION Page 3

State Sen. Lydia Edwards, joined by Councillor Hannah Belcher and members of the community 
at Boston’s Long Wharf for the christening of the new Winthrop-Boston Ferry, “Harbor Gem.” 
The name was chosen by Onik Hashani (center, in green), a third grader in Winthrop at the 
Arthur T. Cummings Elementary. Hasani commented,“I came up with ‘Harbor Gem’ because 
Winthrop is next to water and it’s beautiful like a gem.” 

THE HARBOR GEM IS READY TO SAIL

Council deadlocks 
on appointment of 
Precinct 2 Councilor

I      WINTHROP FESTIVALI      WINTHROP FESTIVAL

Shown above, State Rep. Jeff 
Turco is with the Hosts, the 
Winthrop Business Leader-
ship Council members, Kurt 
Millar, Wendy Millar Page, and 
Jason Karge.

Shown to the left enjoying 
the festival are Percy the 
Corgi with his favorite people, 
Lane Johns and Lindsay 
Bonrini.

See more photos on Pages 6 
and 7.

Exalted Ruler Michael Fuller shows his love for America, and 
gave the introduction to the exercise, and welcomed the 
attendees See more photos on Page 12.

LODGE OF ELKS HOSTS ANNUAL 
FLAG DAY PROGRAM
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sea-related event, Chamber 
of Commerce Executive 
Director Jennifer Hassell 
was in the house supporting 
the mission as a member of 
the delegation and a proud 
Chelsea resident.

“We won a three-peat,” 
said Hassell. “I’m so ex-
cited. It’s been an honor 
to represent the Chamber 
here. I’m honored that Fidel 
asked the Chamber to par-
ticipate in this event. The 
award was well deserved 
and this is what communi-
ty is about. I’m so excited 
to bring this win back to 
Chelsea and present this on 
Chelsea Day.”

City Councilor Lisa 
Santagate was making her 
second trip to Denver, hav-
ing been a part of the dele-
gation that took home the 
All-America City Award in 
2014. The other returning 
Chelsea delegates were Lisa 
Lineweaver, Mike Sando-
val, Dan Cortez, and Matt 
Frank.

“I was teaching at the 
time (2014) and came to 
Denver and we took home 
the prize and it was extreme-
ly exciting,” said Santagate. 
“It was even more exciting 
this team as a city councilor. 
You know how much I love 
my Chelsea. I was born in 
Chelsea, my family came 
from Sicily and settled 
here, and Chelsea has been 
so good to my family. And 
the fact that I can be here 
representing such a special 
place is a magical thing for 
me. I’m glad that we can 
this home for the people of 
Chelsea, especially at this 

time in our history when our 
city and its residents have 
been struggling a lot with 
so many things happens. 
So, this award is really for 
them.”

Councillor-at-Large Ro-
berto Jimenez-Rivera was 
accompanied by his wife, 
School Committeewoman 
Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Nev-
ille, and their two children, 
Roby and Gloria, at the 
event in Denver.

“The kids were sleeping 
when we won, but Sarah 
and I were up there on stage 
celebrating with everyone,” 
said Jimenez-Rivera, who 
was first elected in 2024. 
“My experience in Chelsea 
keeps getting better. I’ve 
gotten to know more and 
more people, get more in-
volved in everything that 
our community needs, and 
one of those things has been 
our environmental justice 
and resiliency work which 
has been highlighted here. 
We’re doing great work. We 
know that. And it’s really 
exciting when we are rec-
ognized for that, so that ev-
erybody else can know the 
great work that is happening 
in Chelsea.”

Maltez called the whole 
weekend “a win for every-
one.”

“It was an amazing ex-
perience, but what was tru-
ly special is how everyone 
in the delegation showed 
up, participated, and really 
showed the entire country 
the heart and the spirit of 
Chelsea,” said Maltez.

On the triumphant bus 
ride to Denver International 

Airport Monday morning 
for the flight back to Chel-
sea, the first song played 
was Queen’s “We Are The 
Champions.”

Yes, there were some 
anxious moments during 
the awards presentation 
ceremony, but Fidel Maltez 
and the Chelsea delegation 
ulitimately left Denver as 
undisputed champions.
City Manager Fidel Maltez 

AAC Award 
acceptance speech

“My name is Fidel Mal-
tez and I am proud to be 
Chelsea’s City Manager. We 
are honored and humbled 
to accept Chelsea’s third 
All-America City Award.

“This win is special. At a 
time when low-income and 
immigrant communities 
across the nation are under 
attack, we stand before you 
proudly to say: Chelsea is 
strong, Chelsea is united, 
and Chelsea is an All-Amer-
ica City in 2025.

“We bring this award 
back home – not just as a 
recognition, but as a decla-
ration. A declaration that the 
energy of our culture, the 
strength of our people, and 
the dreams we carry will 
continue to shape a brighter, 
more just, and more inclu-
sive future for everyone in 
Chelsea.

“From clean air to cool 
blocks to energy justice – 
Chelsea is a testament when 
frontline communities lead, 
bold climate solutions fol-
low. This is what resiliency 
looks like. This is what jus-
tice sounds like.”

Region//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Message //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Chelsea Fire and Police Chiefs 
sound alarm on dangers of fireworks

Children Account for 41% of Firework Burns
Staff Report

Children account for 
approximately 41% of all 
fireworks-related burn inju-
ries, and alarmingly, 26% of 
those injuries were to chil-
dren under 10, according to 
Mass.Gov.

The City of Chelsea is 
urging all residents to avoid 
the use of fireworks this 
Independence Day, a time 
of year is especially busy 
for our firefighters, police 
officers, and emergency 
medical teams. Fireworks 
not only endanger children, 
pets, and homes, but they 
also increase emergency 
call volumes, pulling first 

responders away from seri-
ous, life-threatening situa-
tions.

Fireworks can cause se-
vere injuries and in some 
cases, can lead to death. 
Sparklers alone burn at over 
1,800°F and are especially 
dangerous to children. Fire-
works also pose a serious 
fire risk, potentially destroy-
ing homes and property, and 
triggering trauma for veter-
ans, seniors, pets, and those 
affected by gun violence.

The possession, use, or 
sale of fireworks is both 
dangerous and illegal in 
Massachusetts under Chap-
ter 148, Section 39 of the 
Massachusetts General 

Laws. Violators will be 
fined $300 under City of 
Chelsea Ordinance 210 and 
may also face arrest.

Chelsea residents can 
choose to help keep Chelsea 
safe this holiday, and are 
encouraged to attend only 
licensed, professional fire-
work displays.

To report illegal fire-
works, call Chelsea Police 
at (617) 466-4800. For 
emergencies, call 911 im-
mediately.

For more information and 
a list of legal displays, visit 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Fire Services web-
site at www.mass.gov/orgs/
department-of-fire-service

DeMarco also said he be-
lieved there were two candi-
dates, but said he was sup-
porting Chavis because she 
would not have to overcome 
the learning curve needed to 
get up to speed on the coun-
cil.

DeMarco said he support-
ed Kinlin’s efforts to run on 
the ballot in November to 
fill out the remaining two 
years of Munson’s term.

“I think that is a great 
idea, I am glad you got in-
volved, but I cannot ignore 
Karin’s experience and the 
fact that she can step up on 
the council on day one like 
we never missed a councilor 
at all,” said DeMarco. 

KInlin addressed the 
council and said he has 
lived in Winthrop for almost 
13 years with his wife and 
seven-year-old daughter. 
Currently, he said he runs a 
high-end custom menswear 
showroom, and before that, 
worked as an English teach-
er for several years.

“I am in absolute awe of 
Ms. Chavis’s service, and I 
am not here as a competitor 
in any meaning whatsoev-
er,” Kinlin said. “I am here 
simply throwing my hat 
because I am running for 
the seat. I felt that it would 
show my true intention, to 
do the work on this council 
and to fight for what I feel 
needs to be fought for.”

Chavis kept her remarks 
to the council brief.

“You guys all know me, I 
think you know what I have 
to offer,” she said.

Tassinari said there was 
no question about Chavis’s 
experience and what she 
brings to the table.

“It’s an absolute pleasure 
to work with her, drawing 
on her knowledge at all of 
those budget meetings that 
we just wrapped up,” he 
said. “When I look at the 
(council) table, I see a lot of 
experience here, and I see a 
whole lot of a lack of other 

parents of young children 
who carry that weight every 
day,” said Tassinari. “Par-
ents of young children to-
day are thinking about those 
next 30 years.”

Tassinari said the coun-
cil has also suffered from 
a lack of foresight over the 
past several decades when 
it comes to things like the 
MWRA agreement and tak-
ing care of the town’s infra-
structure.

“I’ve nominated Mike, 
I think he will be a great 
candidate for the interim; I 
think he will be a great can-
didate to represent Precinct 
2 after the election,” he said.

Prior to the first vote on 
the appointment, Letterie 
noted that while there were 
two good people who put 
in their intentions for the 
council seat, there was only 
one good candidate.

“It seems like, by all ac-
counts, I’ve met with Mr. 
Kinlin for coffee a handful 
of weeks back and it seems 
like we have two great peo-
ple as candidates,” Letterie 
said. “Without any disre-
spect, we don’t have two 
great candidates, we have 
two great people, but not 
necessarily two great candi-
dates at this time.”

Letterie said Chavis is the 
only member of the public 
who served on three town 
manager selection commit-
tees, and one of only two 
residents who served on or-
dinance review committee.

“Karin is a person with 
zero political agenda, the 
person with more integrity 
with anyone I know, a per-
son who could step in day 
one and be the most knowl-
edgeable councilor sitting 
up here,” Letterie said.

Letterie noted that Kin-
lin has never asked to get 
involved with another 
board or committee in the 
town. Like DeMarco, Let-
terie pointed to the learning 
curve that comes with being 

a new councilor.
“Many member of this 

council and many mem-
bers of this council who 
are supporting Mr. Kinlin 
have stated at recent meet-
ings that Precinct 2 deserves 
representation now,” said 
Letterie. “Well they do, but 
what they don’t deserve is a 
learning curve. We are not 
going to school here to learn 
in the next four months or 
the next five months how 
to be a councilor and give 
that councilor an edge in the 
next election at the expense 
of the residents of Precinct 2 
in learning; it’s a hard job.”

After the first vote dead-
locked at 4-4, Letterie called 
for a second vote that ended 
with the same result.

“I see somebody in Mr. 
Kinlin who could serve the 
town for a long, long time,” 
said DaRos. “He could be 
the next Karin Chavis, he 
could be the next Jim Let-
terie … so please, don’t dis-
count the support that you 
see from some of us. This 
is a business owner, this is 
a former teacher, that I think 
offers us a lot as a potential 
council member.”

Letterie said there 
shouldn’t have been a de-
bate on the gap in qualifica-
tions between the two can-
didates.

“This isn’t even a ques-
tion; we don’t have two 
qualified candidates for this 
job at this time,” he said. 
“We have two good people, 
we have one qualified can-
didate.”

Letterie said it was 
shameful to the residents of 
Precinct 2 that there was a 
stalemate on the vote.

“At this point, we are go-
ing to declare an impasse, 
and this seat will be … va-
cated,” said Letterie follow-
ing the second vote. “I tell 
you, I have been here for 20 
years and this could be the 
biggest disgrace I have ever 
seen.”

it palante.chelseama.gov/
events

We want every voice in 
this city to be heard. Wheth-
er you’ve lived here for 30 
years or just arrived, your 
input matters. 

This is how we build the 
future together. Win or lose 
in Denver, we’re not slow-
ing down.

Thank you for believing 
in this city. Thank you for 
being part of it. CHELSEA 

!PA’LANTE!
See you next time on Our 

Community. Thank you and 
May god bless the City of 
Chelsea.

from the airport to the hotel 
and the hotel to the airport.

“You should be a tour 
guide,” lauded Police Sgt. 
Star Chung as Agosto 
pointed out the landmarks 
in Denver to the Chelsea 
group during the bus ride 
to the Grand Hyatt Hotel in 
downtown Denver.

To have this brilliant, per-
sonable young lady display 
such poise and self-confi-
dence in her key role and 
exemplify the cordiality of 
the Chelsea delegation in 
her interactions with attend-

ees from across the United 
States was a major highlight 
of the successful trip that re-
sulted in Chelsea’s victory.

City Councilor Calvin 
T. Brown was among the 
many Chelseans on board 
commending Grace Agosto, 
who is the executive assis-
tant in the City Manager’s 
Office.

“Grace was just amaz-
ing,” said Brown. “We were 
notified about everything 
that was happening far in 
advance. If I were a teach-
er, I would give Grace a 

grade of A-plus. Right to 
the very end on the bus ride 
back to the Denver airport, 
Grace made sure there were 
snacks available for anyone 
who wanted them. How’s 
that for thoughtfulness and 
attention to every detail? 
Thank you so much, Grace, 
for all you did to make this 
trip smooth and efficient, 
and thank you, City Man-
ager [Fidel Maltez] for giv-
ing Grace your full support, 
trust, and encouragement in 
her position.”

Grace //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

home with the All-America 
City award it so greatly de-
sired.

Yes, there was plenty of 
sportsmanship on display 
at the All-America City 
Awards but it was clear that 
Mr. Maltez was “in it to win 
it.” His competitiveness and 
confidence in his group ra-
diated in the rehearsals, a 
lesson in life that the youths 
in the group will carry with 
them forever.

But Maltez also made 
sure that the Chelsea dele-
gates stopped to savor the 
moment and treasure the 
honor of representing their 
hometown in a national 
competition. During one of 
the rehearsals in Denver, 
Maltez gathered the group 
into a circle and asked each 
member to explain the sig-
nificance of his/her first 
name such as City Council 
President Norieliz DeJe-
sus whose beautiful name, 
we learned, is actually a 
combination of two other 
family members’ names. 
During that exercise, Sgt. 
Star Chung revealed she 
was born on Christmas Day, 
and the conclusion can be 
easily drawn the communi-
ty-minded police office was 
a gift to her family on that 
day and is now an ongoing 
gift to Chelsea.

Maltez was approached 
by many people at the con-
ference to talk about his 
city and how it is confront-
ing issues such as afford-
able housing, air pollution, 
and climate change, and 
how the city continues to 

try to bounce back from 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
which struck the city hard.

Maltez watched proud-
ly as the Chelsea Police 
Department set itself apart 
with his presence at the 
event. The presentation 
about Chelsea Hub by Po-
lice Chief Keith Houghton, 
Officer Nicole McLaughlin, 
and Community Engage-
ment Specialist was ex-
traordinary and eye-open-
ing, giving others a glimpse 
into the CPD’s innovative 
work with at-risk individu-
als in the community.

It was exciting to see Tal-
lahassee Mayor John Dai-
ley (who told us he will be 
a candidate for re-election 
in 2026 and not pursue the 
gubernatorial position and 
Leominster Mayor Dean 
Mazzarella, who has been 
in office for 16 terms (32 
years)  approach and con-
verse with Maltez at the fo-
rum. Maltez’s reputation as 
a competent and dynamic 
chief executive had preced-
ed itself.

Maltez certainly lifted 
his personal profile at the 
All-America City Awards 
with Chelsea’s victory. 
Some observers feel that 
former City Manager Jay 
Ash ascension to a Cabinet 
post in the Governor Bak-
er Administration was en-
hanced by his guidance of 
Chelsea to the All-America 
Award in 2014.

Maltez is eminently ca-
pable of following the lead 
of Ash (who is now presi-
dent and CEO of the Massa-

chusetts Competitive Part-
nership) into a statewide 
position, but for now, Chel-
sea residents can take great 
pride in the fact that Maltez 
is at the helm of Chelsea 
city government.

Yes, Fidel Maltez was 
that impressive in Denver.  
We witnessed it.

The fact is that if Fidel 
Maltez hadn’t decided to 
leave his town manager’s 
position in Reading and 
take the city manager’s job 
in Chelsea, this awesome 
All-America achievement 
would not have been made 
possible.

Rep. Judith Garcia cred-
ited the city manager for 
his decision to compete in 
Denver and build a team 
that united administrators, 
law enforcement profes-
sionals, nonprofit leaders, 
school officials, and youth 
in a now-successful quest to 
bring national prominence 
to Chelsea. 

“I cannot thank our city 
manager enough for leading 
us, for taking the bold cour-
age of really encouraging 
the City of Chelsea to apply 
for this incredible award,” 
said Garcia. “We took a shot 
and through his leadership, 
it hasn’t been easy – we 
faced a lot of challenges. 
But what I love about our 
city manager and respect 
about our city manager is 
that he never loses hope 
in this community, and he 
knows exactly that Chelsea 
is capable of everything.”

Maltez //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

make Chelsea their home 
– it’s a story that really re-
flects who we are. That was 
the reason why I thought it 
was important to be here 
with the team, to bring more 

hope to Chelsea.
“We left our hearts here,” 

continued Garcia. “We had 
a team. We rehearsed. We 
practiced to tell our story in 
ten minutes, and I think we 

did the job. This was an op-
portunity that we will carry 
with us for the rest of our 
lives. It drew us closer, and 
I hope to continue to bring 
more hope to Chelsea.”

Garcia //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

All-America //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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 Special to the Record

The Massachusetts 
House of Representa-
tives passed a sweeping 
economic development 
bill authorizing a nearly 
$4 billion infusion into 
the Commonwealth’s 
economy while mak-
ing wide-ranging policy 
changes to make Massa-
chusetts more competitive. 
The bold investments will 
stimulate new and proven 
industries, support work-
force development and 
talent retention, and mod-
ernize economic growth 
strategies. Provisions of 
the bill will support small 
businesses, communities, 
and cultural development, 
ensuring that businesses 
Main Streets across the 
Commonwealth benefit 
from the economic boost. 

State Representative 
Judith Garcia (D-Chelsea) 
emphasized the transfor-
mative potential of this 

legislation, stating, “col-
laborating to drive eco-
nomic growth across the 
Commonwealth through 
this bill is deeply reward-
ing. I’m humbled and 
proud to advocate for and 
bring tangible opportuni-
ties to Chelsea and Ever-
ett.”

Representative Gar-
cia successfully secured 
$1,150,000 in bond au-
thorizations for economic 
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Are you an investor or landlord?

Are you having a hard time  
  finding quality tenants?

We will list, market, show  your 
property. Check credit, income, 

background, references and draft the 
lease and hand off keys for a smooth 
process. Contact us today!

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day next week 
due to Thanksgiving

 observed  on
Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check chelsearecord.com

Newspaper Group
INDEPENDENT

www.chelsearecord.com

See GARCIA Page 3

The next issue of 
The Chelsea Record will  

be published 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27 
in light of the Thanksgiving 

holiday on Thursday

School committee looks 
to implement district-wide 
cellphone policy

School committee recognizes family liaisons

New Thanksgiving Day rivalry 
for the Red Devils

 
Chelsea High School will host the East Boston High School football team on 

Thanksgiving Eve next week to take on the Jets in year one of a new rivalry.  The 
game is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 27.  Both teams are 
1-8.  East Boston is led by John Parziale, 15th season.  Chelsea is led by David 
Roque. 

Garcia secures $1.1 million 
for Chelsea in newly passed 
economic development billDiDomenico nominates Maltez for Latino Excellence Award

Both Agree
City manager, fire chief in support 
of potential new fire station

By Adam Swift

The city manager and 
the fire chief look to be on 
board with further explo-
ration of building a new 
fire station somewhere 
along the Chelsea water-
front.

Earlier this month, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero introduced a 
motion asking City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez to ex-
plore the feasibility of the 
city building a small fire 
station to handle growth 
and development in that 
portion of the city.

“The Fire Chief and I 

believe that there will be 
a great benefit from ex-
panding the capacity of 
our Fire Department,” 
said Maltez. “Specifically, 
the Fire Chief would like 
(to) pursue the possibility 
of adding an engine, called 
Engine 4. This engine may 
be housed in a smaller 
fire station, as opposed to 
a larger fire building like 
our Central Fire Station.”

Maltez said Fire Chief 
John Quatieri has explored 
the possibility of pre-fab-
ricated buildings that may 
expedite construction and 

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
is working towards im-
plementing a district-wide 
cellphone policy that 
would have students store 
their phones so they would 
be unable to use them 
during the school day.

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta 
presented an update on the 

policy at last week’s com-
mittee meeting. A final 
draft could be in place for 
a vote by the school com-
mittee at its December 
meeting.

“Last year, one of 
our middle schools (the 
Browne) piloted a cell-
phone policy and it went 

State Rep. Judith Garcia.

Special to the Record

Last month, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico nominated 
Chelsea City Manager, 
Fidel Maltez, for the Lati-

no Excellence Award, and 
joined him for a celebra-
tion at the State House. 
The Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus presents these 

awards each year to cele-
brate Latino leaders who 
continue to make positive 
contributions to districts 
throughout the state. “Fi-
del manages the city of 

Chelsea with great vision 
and humility and works 
collaboratively with state 
leaders to ensure all our 

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Chelsea City Manager, Fidel 
Maltez.

Senator DiDomenico with Jennifer Hassell, the Executive 
Director of the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce.

COURTESY PHOTO 

The School Committee recognized the district’s dozen family liaisons with the Name, Strength, and Story award at its Nov. 
14 meeting.

By Adam Swift

Last week, the school 
committee honored the 
district’s dozen parent 
liaisons with its Name, 
Strength, and Story award.

“The reason why our 
family liaisons were se-
lected is because they are 
incredibly committed to 
our families and will do 
anything for our families,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

Abeyta said the liaisons 
love the district’s students 
and families and take on a 
number of different roles 
in the schools, from orga-
nizing back to school days 
and holiday gift shops to 
notifying families about 
potential truancy issues.

“All of them are bilin-

gual, they speak Spanish 
and are able to relate to 
our families,” said Abeyta. 
“Many of our family liai-
sons come from Chelsea, 
so their hearts are here. 
Our family liaisons are he-
roes and our families trust 
our family liaisons.

“We are just so grate-
ful, and we are so blessed 
by the way (they) serve 
and the way they love our 
families and students.”

Abeyta also praised As-
sistant Superintendent Dr. 
Tamara Blake-Canty for 
supervising the family li-
aisons.

“I’ve known Dr. Blake-
Canty for several years, 
and she was a principal 
and I watched her with her 
families, and I said I’m 
going to place the fami-

ly liaisons directly under 
you because I know you 
understand the connec-
tion between teaching and 
learning and families, “ 
said Abeyta. “You have 
led everyone so beautiful-
ly and I want to thank you 
for your leadership with 
such an amazing group.”

School Committee 
Chair Ana Hernandez said 
she was happy to see how 
much the family liaison 
program has developed 
and grown from four liai-
sons to a dozen in recent 
years.

“It has become such a 
vital part of the schools 
and the school committee 
cannot begin to thank you 
enough for everything that 
you do,” said Hernandez.

As a parent and a school 

committee member, 
Claryangeliz Covas Cara-
ballo said she has seen 
firsthand the positive ef-
fect the positions have had 
on students and families.

In addition to acting as 
a bridge between students, 
families, and teachers, 
Covaz Caraballo said the 
family liaisons also help 
families navigate city ser-
vices.

“That is very important 
because a lot of our fami-
lies come to Chelsea with-
out knowing the language, 
the school system, and the 
district,” she said. “It is a 
really massive part of giv-
ing our students the funda-
mentals of belonging and 
significance. For me as a 
parent, that is huge.”

See STATION Page 3
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Revere Council approves funds for Sand Sculpting Festival
By Adam Swift

The Revere City Council 
approved $140,000 in fund-
ing to help pay for security 
and public safety details at 
this year’s Revere Beach 
International Sand Sculpt-
ing Festival at last week’s 
meeting.

The event, which will 
celebrate its 21st year this 
year, kicks off on July 25 
and is organized by the Re-
vere Beach Partnership.

For at least the past de-
cade, the city has worked 
with the Revere Beach Part-
nership to help defray the 
costs of hosting the popular 
event.

“Over the years, the city 
has used free cash to help 
stabilize and help keep this 
partnership’s event going 
each year,” said Mayor Pat-
rick Keefe. “If you go back 
20 years, you know (for-
mer mayor) Tom Ambrosi-

no and the crew that really 
started this partnership, the 
cost to run this event from a 
state police standpoint and a 
DCR standpoint was proba-
bly $50,000, $25,000.”

This year, the mayor said, 
the bill is $223,000. 

The balance of that bill 
will be paid through a grant 
from the Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission, ac-
cording to Keefe.

In the recent past, Keefe 
noted that the city was able 
to use ARPA Covid relief 
funds and paid as much as 
$175,000 toward the festi-
val.

“We all know that the 
event is a fan favorite ev-
ery year, it attracts between 
500,000 and 750,000 vis-
itors and it is a boon to 
the local economy, and of 
course, it is emblematic of 
what the city of Revere has 
when it comes to the first 
public beach,” said Keefe.

Councillor-at-Large An-
thony Zambuto said he is 
a big booster of the sand 
sculpting festival, but said 
he had issues with the Re-
vere Beach Partnership’s 
decision a number of years 
ago not to accept donations 
from a particular corporate 
sponsor that donated over 
$150,000 to the festival 
over the years. Zambuto 
proposed a $20,000 cut to 
the amount proposed by 
the mayor, but that motion 
failed and the council ap-
proved the $140,000 free 
cash request.

Councillor-at-Large Juan 
Pablo Jaramillo asked Re-
vere Beach Partnership 
Vice President Adrienne 
Sacco-Maguire about the 
possibility of the council or 
mayor appointing a repre-
sentative to the nonprofit’s 
board, given that the city 
has been a financial partner 
with it for many years.

Maguire noted that Lin-
da DeMaio from the may-
or’s office does serve on the 
partnership, and she added 
that while an elected city 
official could not serve as a 
voting member, one could 
serve as an advisory mem-
ber.

Keefe added that his wife 
recently joined the board as 
a non-voting member, so as 
not to create the appearance 
of a conflict.

Ward 5 Councillor Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya said the 
partnership likely does not 
need an appointed city offi-
cial looking over it.

Ward 3 Councillor An-
thony Cogliandro asked 
the mayor about how much 
the festival boosts the local 
economy.

“It’s definitely a metric 
where we want to generate 
more actual revenues,” said 
Keefe. “But we are a city, 
and we have a beach, it is a 

tourist attraction. We have 
to have attractions to make 
people want to come here 
outside of the beach, that is 
obviously a large part of it, 
but we wouldn’t be a beach 
community without having 
events.

“The city of Revere, to 
put on an event of this mag-
nitude … we all need the 
partnership to do it, it is a 
heavy lift.”

Keefe said the part-
nership does a number of 
events throughout the year, 
and that the sand sculpt-
ing festival helps subsidize 
those other events through-
out the rest of the year.

“There is definitely an 
add to the economy,” said 
Keefe. “The restaurants at 
500 Ocean Ave. are packed 
from Wednesday to Sunday, 
the hotel is over capacity. 
As a matter of fact, … all 
the other hotels in the area 
are filling up for the tourists 

and the people coming to 
the event.”

Apart from the money, 
Keefe said the festival is a 
great event for the city and 
the surrounding area.

“I know our residents do 
complain about the traffic 
that weekend, but we also 
love it, enjoy it, we share 
in the joy with some of the 
traffic misery that we have 
to go through,” said the 
mayor.

This year’s Revere Beach 
International Sand Sculpt-
ing Festival runs from Fri-
day, July 25 through Sun-
day, July 27. In addition to 
the sand sculptures  from 
international sand sculpting 
artists, the festival  features 
over 75 food vendors, food 
trucks and exhibitors, inter-
active activities, amusement 
rides, and fireworks.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Massachusetts welcomes new board member
Special to the Record

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Eastern Massachusetts 
(BBBSEM), New England’s 
largest Big Brothers Big 
Sisters affiliate, is pleased 
to welcome Andrew Graff, 
of Boston, to its Board of 
Directors. This addition fol-
lows the recent merger of 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Eastern Massachusetts and 
Big Sister Association of 
Greater Boston (BSAGB), 
forming a unified effort to 
expand access to one-to-one 
youth mentoring programs 
across the region.

As part of the merger, 
BBBSEM will be integrat-
ing programs and staff from 
BSAGB. This includes wel-
coming new board mem-
bers who bring extensive 
experience and dedica-
tion to gender-intentional 
mentoring and communi-
ty-building for young girls, 
women, and gender-fluid 
youth. The combined efforts 

of these experienced leaders 
will significantly contribute 
to BBBSEM’s mission of 
empowering youth to reach 
their full potential through 
mentorship.

“Our innovative ap-
proach to youth mentoring 
and ability to scale across 
150 communities in East-
ern Massachusetts enables 
us to have a profound im-
pact on the lives of young 
people,” says Mark O’Don-
nell, BBBSEM President 
& CEO. “We are thrilled 
to welcome Graff and oth-
er esteemed members from 
Big Sister Association of 
Greater Boston to the board. 
Their unique expertise will 
help ensure we continue to 
expand our programs and 
reach more youth in the 
region, while preserving 
the best practices for gen-
der-specific mentoring.”

Graff brings decades of 
advertising and marketing 
experience, mentorship, and 
leadership to the Board of 

Directors at BBBSEM. For 
9 years he served on the Big 
Sister Association of Great-
er Boston’s Board, and near-
ly 2 years as Board Chair. 
Currently, Graff is the CEO 
of Allen & Gerritsen, a fully 
integrated marketing agen-
cy based in Boston. 

“Mentorship means 
showing up – to listen, to 
challenge, and to stand be-

side someone as they grow. 
It’s one of the most mean-
ingful ways we can create 
lasting change,” says Graff. 

BBBSEM Board of Di-
rectors commit to serving 
the organization over the 
course of two years. As a 
member, Graff will help to 
advance the agency’s mis-
sion, service to children, 
and impact. As a group, 
the Board establishes agen-
cy policy and sets strategic 
goals, as well as provides 
leadership and counsel to 
staff for strategic initia-
tives. Board members serve 
as enthusiastic goodwill 
ambassadors and actively 
advocate on behalf of the 
nonprofit and BBBSEM 
community. 

In its 76th year of ser-
vice, BBBSEM stands at its 
highest point as the second 
largest Big Brother Big Sis-
ter affiliate in the country, 
behind only the nonprofit 
covering the entire state of 
Texas. This year, the organi-

zation is supporting nearly 
4,000 youth, over 50 per-
cent of whom identify as 
female. In the past seven 
decades, BBBSEM has cre-
ated and served more than 
25,000 matches.

BBBSEM is now enroll-
ing and matching Littles 
and Bigs. The organization 
welcomes Bigs and Littles 
of all races, ethnicities, cul-
tures, socio-economic back-
grounds, genders, sexual 
orientations, and physical 
abilities. For more informa-
tion, to donate, or to become 
a volunteer or register your 
child, visit: www.emass-
bigs.org.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Eastern Massachusetts 
is an innovative, energetic 
organization that is mak-
ing a real difference in the 
lives of nearly 4,000 youth 
annually by providing them 
with an invested, caring 
adult mentor in long-term, 
professionally supported 
relationships. With research 

and proven outcomes at 
its core, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Eastern Massa-
chusetts is working to de-
fend the potential of chil-
dren facing adversity and 
ensure every child has the 
support from caring adults 
that they need for healthy 
development and success 
in life. The organization’s 
vision is to inspire, engage 
and transform communities 
in Eastern Massachusetts 
by helping youth achieve 
their full potential, contrib-
uting to healthier families, 
better schools, more con-
fident futures and stronger 
communities. Throughout 
its 75 years, the largest Big 
Brothers Big Sisters affili-
ate in New England has cre-
ated and served more than 
25,000 youth. For more in-
formation about the agency 
and its mission, visit www.
emassbigs.org.

Andrew Graff, newest mem-
ber of the Board of Directors 
for BBBSEM.

Special to the Record

The National Fire Protec-
tion Association® (NFPA®) 
released its “Fatal Firefight-
er Injuries in the U.S. in 
2024” report today, which 
showed a total of 62 on-duty 
U.S. firefighter fatalities in 
2024. This number reflects 
a 31 percent decrease over 
the 90 on-duty firefighter fa-
talities reported in 2023 and 
tied for the fourth fewest fa-
talities since 1977, when the 
annual study began. Eleven 
of the fatalities were due 
to heart attacks or medical 
conditions within 24 hours 
of duty and the remaining 
51 deaths occurred while 
firefighters were on duty. 

Of the 51 on-duty fire-
fighter deaths in 2024, 19 
were volunteer firefighters 
and 26 were career firefight-
ers, with eight volunteer and 
three career firefighter fa-

talities occurring within 24 
hours of duty. The non-mu-
nicipal firefighters included 
two state forestry service 
firefighters, one federal for-
estry service firefighter, two 
state contractor employees, 
and one industrial firefight-
er.  

Firefighters ages 40 to 
49 experienced the high-
est number of fatalities, 
accounting for nearly one-
third of the total (20 deaths), 
while 13 of the firefighter 
fatalities were among the 
ages of 50 to 59. Eleven of 
the firefighter fatalities were 
among those aged 70 years 
or older.  

According to the report, 
overexertion or strain in-
juries continues to repre-
sent the leading cause of 
firefighter deaths with 40 
fatal injuries (65 percent) 
in 2024. This share of the 
total is unusually high due 

to the inclusion of 11 fatal-
ities that occurred within 24 
hours of duty, which were 
not included in the study 
prior to 2022. All but 10 of 
the deaths in this category 
were fatal heart attacks, rep-
resenting the leading medi-
cal cause of fatal firefighter 
injuries and accounting for 
nearly half of the deaths (30 
deaths, 48 percent). 

“Although the downward 
trend in the annual number 
of fatal firefighter injuries is 
an encouraging indication 
that injury prevention ef-
forts through the years have 
been successful, there is a 
clear need for continuing 
attention to firefighter safe-
ty and health,” said Richard 
Campbell, a senior research 
analyst at NFPA and the 
lead author of the report. 
“To this end, sudden cardiac 
deaths remain a critical con-
cern.” 

Traumatic injuries ac-
counted for approximately 
one-third of the deaths (18 
deaths, 32 percent) and six 
firefighter fatalities were 
due to unspecified medical 
symptoms, while two fire-
fighters suffered fatal an-
eurysms or embolisms and 
two died as a result of heat 
stroke. One firefighter each 
died due to thermal burns, 
electrocution, gunshot 
wounds, and drowning. 

One-third of the fatal in-
juries were sustained while 
firefighters were operating at 
fires or explosions (20 deaths, 
32 percent), followed by in-
juries that occurred while en-
gaged in training duties or at 
non-fire incidents, each with 
11 deaths (18 percent). Inju-
ries sustained while firefight-
ers were engaged in normal 
station activities accounted 
for 10 fatalities (16 percent), 

‘Fatal firefighter injuries in the U.S.’ decrease from 2023 

Tips for preventing dog attacks on mail carriers
Can you picture a mem-

ber of your family attacking 
a mail carrier? Of course 
not, but it happened over 
6,000 times last year across 
the nation.

When a dog attacks a letter 
carrier, the dog owner could 
be held liable for all medical 
expenses, repayment of lost 
work hours, replacement of 
the uniform and other costs, 
which can run into thou-
sands of dollars. The Postal 
Service makes the safety of 
its employees a top priority 
and dedicates time each year 
on Dog Bite Awareness.

Here are some simple tips 
to prevent dog bite injuries 

year-round:
Door Delivery: If a carrier 

delivers mail or packages to 
your front door, place your 
dog in a separate room and 
close that door before open-
ing the front door. Some 
dogs push through screen 
doors or plate-glass win-
dows to attack visitors. Dog 
owners must keep the fam-
ily pet secured. Never let 
your child take mail directly 
from carriers in the presence 
of the family pet, as the dog 
may see this as a threatening 
gesture.

Restrain Your Dog: Carri-
ers may assume that if they 
see no physical fence around 

a property that the property 
is animal-free. This can be 
a dangerous mistake. Post-
al Service officials request 
that you keep your dog re-
strained or inside when the 
mail is delivered. Although 
the electronic fence may 
keep your dog from wander-
ing, it does not protect your 
carrier, who must enter your 
property to deliver the mail. 
Even homes with curbside 
mailboxes may have over-
sized packages or signa-
ture-needed items that re-
quire the carrier to approach 
a doorstep and cross the 
boundaries of the electronic 
fence. This poses a serious 

risk to carrier safety.
  Dog in the Yard: Make 

sure your dog is properly re-
strained on a leash and away 
from where your mail car-
rier delivers the mail. If the 
carrier deems a residence 
unsafe because of an unre-
strained dog, mail delivery 
service can be interrupted. 
When service is interrupted 
at an address or in a neigh-
borhood, all parties involved 
will have to pick up mail at 
their local Post Office. Ser-
vice will be restored once 
assurance has been given 
that the animal will be con-
fined during regular delivery 
hours.



Thursday, July 3, 2025	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Page 13

visit www.chelsearecord.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

Robert E. “Bob” Shoemaker
Retired Everett Police Sgt., owned The Tax Office 

in Everett for 20 Years
Robert E. “Bob” Shoe-

maker passed away in the 
care and comfort of his 
home in Taunton on Mon-
day afternoon, June 23, 
2025, surrounded by his 
loving family.  He was 82 
years of age.  

Born in Winthrop, the 
son of the late William M. 
and Clementine (Dioguardi) 
Shoemaker,  Bob grew up 
in Everett, attended Everett 
Public Schools and grad-
uated from Everett High 
School in 1961.  He went on 
to study Biology at Salem 
State University, receiving 
both an undergraduate de-
gree and a Masters Degree.  
After college he joined the 
Everett Police Department. 
He retired from the EPD as 
a Sgt., after serving 19 years 
on the force.  During his 
time as a police officer, Bob 
taught biology and police 
science courses at Bunker 
Hill Community College.  
He worked for the IRS and a 
few tax preparer companies 
before finally opening his 
own business.  He owned 
and operated The Tax Of-
fice in Everett for over 20 
years before finally retiring 
in 2018.

Bob was a late Chelsea 
Alderman and a longtime 
member of the Kiwanis 
Club in Chelsea.  He will be 
fondly remembered by all 

of his family and friends. 
The former husband of 

Loretta J. Shoemaker of 
Chelsea, he was the be-
loved father of Matthew R. 
Shoemaker of Everett, Erik 
S. Shoemaker and Kurt R. 
Shoemaker, both of Chelsea, 
longtime boyfriend of Mar-
garet A. Corbett of Taunton; 
dear brother of William J. 
Shoemaker of Connecti-
cut and the late John R. 
Shoemaker and Marjorie 
A. Shoemaker.  Bob is also 
lovingly survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 

Relatives and friends 
attended visiting hours at 
the Carafa Family Funer-
al Home, 389 Washington 
Ave., Chelsea, on Monday 
June 30  and Funeral Ser-
vices were conducted in the 
Funeral Home on Tuesday, 
July 1. Interment  followed 
at the family grave in Glen-
wood Cemetery in Everett. 

MBTA announces July service changes 
 Special to the Record

The MBTA announced 
service changes in July on 
the Red, Orange, and Fram-
ingham/Worcester lines.  

Riders can find more 
information on service 
changes through in-station 
signage, in-station pub-
lic announcements, and at 
mbta.com/PlannedWork. 
Transit Ambassadors and 
MBTA staff will be avail-
able on-site to offer in-
formation and assistance 
during these service chang-
es. Riders are encouraged to 
subscribe to T-Alerts or to 
follow the MBTA on X @
MBTA, @MBTA_CR, and 
@MBTA_CR_Alerts for 
up-to-date service informa-
tion.   

On the Red Line: 
In order to accomplish 

planned maintenance work: 
• Red Line service be-

tween Kendall/MIT and 
JFK/UMass will be re-
placed with free and ac-
cessible shuttle bus service 
during the following dates: 

• Beginning at approxi-
mately 8:30 PM on Thurs-
day, July 10, and all day, 
every day, for the next three 
days, July 11 – 13. 

• Beginning at approxi-
mately 8:30 PM on Thurs-
day, July 17, and all day, 
every day, for the next three 
days, July 18 – 20. 

• Free and accessible shut-
tle bus service will make all 
stops between Kendall/MIT 
and JFK/UMass with the 
exception of Park Street.  

• Riders heading south-
bound should instead dis-
embark at Otis Street @ 
Summer Street and use the 
Winter Street concourse to 
travel between Downtown 
Crossing and Park Street. 

• Riders heading north-
bound should instead dis-
embark at Federal Street @ 
Franklin Street and use the 
Winter Street concourse to 
travel between Downtown 
Crossing and Park Street. 

• Shuttle buses will also 
serve State (on the Orange 
and Blue lines) and Hay-
market (on the Orange and 
Green lines) for easier con-
nections to other subway 
lines. 

• Riders using shuttle 
buses should budget am-
ple extra travel time. For 
example, a rider traveling 
to Downtown Crossing 
from Ashmont or Braintree 
should budget an addition-
al 30 – 45 minutes of travel 
time in addition to their reg-
ular commute.

• There will be free fares 
with the fare gates open 
at JFK/UMass, Kendall/
MIT, Haymarket, State, and 
South Station. 

• Riders are encouraged 
to consider fare-free Com-
muter Rail service between 
Braintree and South Station 
as well as between Porter 
and North Station. 

• This service change is 
in place to perform regular, 
planned maintenance work. 
This maintenance work will 
address routine needs, en-
sure that all infrastructure is 
in peak operating condition, 
and includes inspections, 
adjustments, and repairs to 
keep the system safe and 
running smoothly.  

 
On the Orange Line:  
In order to modernize 

signals and perform acces-
sibility upgrades at Jackson 
Square: 

• Orange Line service 
will be suspended between 
Wellington and Back Bay 
during the weekend of July 
26 – 27.  

• Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will operate 
during this service change.  

• Local shuttle buses will 
make all stops between Wel-
lington and North Station. 

• Express shuttle buses 
will operate directly be-

tween Wellington and North 
Station. 

• For service through the 
downtown area near Back 
Bay, riders are encouraged 
to utilize parallel Green 
Line service between North 
Station and Copley (which 
is less than a quarter-mile 
or about a four-minute walk 
from Back Bay). The MBTA 
will increase Green Line 
service during this time to 
accommodate Orange Line 
riders. 

• There will be free fares 
with the fare gates open at 
Back Bay, Copley, Welling-
ton, and North Station. 

• Riders are encouraged 
to consider fare-free Com-
muter Rail service between 
Oak Grove and North Sta-
tion as well as between For-
est Hills and South Station. 

• This service change is 
in place to accomplish sig-
nal upgrade work on the Or-
ange Line. By upgrading its 
signals, the MBTA expects 
to significantly increase op-
erational efficiency and im-
prove scheduling reliability 
for all riders. 

• Orange Line service 
will bypass Jackson Square 
beginning at approximately 
9 PM until the end of ser-
vice each day for 30 days in 
the following way:  

• In the Forest Hills-
bound direction, July 26 – 
August 9. 

• Forest Hills-bound 
riders wanting to exit at 
Jackson Square should in-
stead exit at Stony Brook 
and board an Oak Grove-
bound train back to Jackson 
Square. 

• Forest Hills-bound rid-
ers wanting to board at Jack-
son Square should instead 
board an Oak Grove-bound 
train at Jackson Square, exit 
at Roxbury Crossing, and 
board a Forest Hills-bound 
train to their destination. 

• In the Oak Grove-bound 
direction, August 10 – Au-
gust 24. 

• Oak Grove-bound rid-
ers wanting to exit at Jack-
son Square should instead 
exit at Roxbury Crossing 
and board a Forest Hills-
bound train back to Jackson 
Square. 

• Oak Grove-bound riders 
wanted to board at Jackson 
Square should instead board 
a Forest Hills-bound train 
at Jackson Square, exit at 
Stony Brook, and board an 
Oak Grove-bound train to 
their destination. 

• This service change is 
in place to accomplish ac-
cessibility upgrades at the 
platform-level of Jackson 
Square. 

On the Framingham/
Worcester Commuter Rail 
Line:  

In order to continue ac-
cessibility improvements at 
Natick Center Station: 

• Framingham/Worcester 
Commuter Rail Line service 
will be suspended between 
Framingham and South Sta-
tion during the weekend of 
July 26 – 27. 

• A dedicated diversion 
schedule will be available 
on mbta.com.  

• Free and accessible 
shuttle bus service will re-
place train service between 
Framingham and South 
Station. There will be four 
shuttle routes available 
during this closure. 

• Shuttle Bus Route 1 will 
operate between Framing-
ham, West Natick, Natick 
Center, Wellesley Square, 
Wellesley Hills, and South 
Station.  

• Shuttle Bus Route 2 will 
operate between Welles-
ley Hills, Riverside on the 
Green Line D Branch for 
connections to the subway, 
Auburndale, West Newton, 
Newtonville, Boston Land-
ing, and South Station.  

• Shuttle Bus Route 3 will 
operate between Framing-
ham, West Natick, Natick 
Center, Wellesley Square, 

Wellesley Hills, and Back 
Bay. 

• Shuttle Bus Route 4 will 
operate between Welles-
ley Hills, Riverside on the 
Green Line D Branch for 
connections to the subway, 
Auburndale, West Newton, 
Newtonville, Boston Land-
ing, and Back Bay. 

• There will be no shut-
tle bus stops at Wellesley 
Farms and Lansdowne.     

• Passengers who typical-
ly board at Wellesley Farms 
should instead travel to Riv-
erside. 

• Passengers who typi-
cally board at Lansdowne 
should instead travel to 
Kenmore (which is about a 
quarter mile or a six-minute 
walk) for shuttle bus service 
or to connect to the Green 
Line B, C, and D Branches 
for further Red Line con-
nections toward South Sta-
tion. 

• Passengers should also 

note that Commuter Rail 
service between Worcester 
and Framingham will be 
fare-free during this service 
change.  

• This service change is 
in place due to work taking 
place on the Natick Center 
Station Accessibility Im-
provements project.  

The MBTA previously 
announced service changes 
in June. More information 
is available here.   

The MBTA understands 
how these service changes 
affect riders’ daily travels 
during this period, but we 
are committed to improving 
your travels long term with 
more reliable, timely, and 
safe service. We thank rid-
ers for their patience as we 
deliver this important work 
and for continuing to ride 
our system.  

For more information, 
visit mbta.com/Planned-
Work or connect with the 

T on X @MBTA and @
MBTA_CR, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @them-
bta, or TikTok @thembta.   

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America’s 
first subway tunnel in 1897, 
pioneering public transpor-
tation in the United States. 
Today, the MBTA is one of 
the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operat-
ing an extensive network 
of subway, bus, Commuter 
Rail, ferry, and paratransit 
services across 176 cities 
and towns. The MBTA is 
undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivat-
ing a culture of safety and 
excellence, modernizing in-
frastructure, and improving 
reliability and accessibility. 
Current priorities include 
accelerating critical infra-
structure repairs, expanding 
accessibility, and reducing 

emissions. The MBTA is 
committed to providing de-
pendable, frequent, and ac-
cessible service that riders 
can rely on while supporting 
the region’s economic vital-
ity. Through initiatives like 
the unprecedented Track 
Improvement Program, Bus 
Network Redesign, and Rail 
Vision, the MBTA aims to 
connect communities and 
improve riders’ daily expe-
riences and trips. For ques-
tions or assistance, riders 
are encouraged to contact 
the MBTA Customer Center 
at 617-222-3200. Members 
of the press are encouraged 
to contact mediarelations@
mbta.com.  For the latest 
updates on MBTA services, 
projects, and initiatives, vis-
it MBTA.com or follow @
MBTA on social media.

OBITUARIES

James “Jamie” G. Horgan
Co-owner and operator of Pine Valley Golf Course

It is with great 
sadness that we 
announce the 
departing of 
our dear family 

member James Gerard Hor-
gan on May 19, 2025 at age 
48, affectionately known by 
those closest to him as Ja-
mie.

Most recently, Jamie was 
co-owner and operator of 
Pine Valley Golf Course 
in Pelham, NH. A talented 
and seasoned cook, it was 
his vision and involvement 
that spearheaded the reno-
vations to build out a com-
pletely accessible restaurant 
on the grounds. Jamie was 
financially astute and gen-
erous. He was not attached 
to material things and pre-
ferred simplicity.

Jamie resided with the 
Gloor family in Pelham 
since he sold his condo in 
Lowell about 5 years ago, 
grew up in Chelsea, MA 
graduated from Chelsea 
High School, and spent 
many summers in PEI, Can-
ada visiting extended family. 
He loved to drive, wander, 
and explore. Rushing was 
not in Jamie’s vocabulary—
he preferred to take his time 
and enjoy his surroundings, 
yet when engaging in sports 
like baseball and hockey, he 
was quick on the field and 
agile on the ice. He demon-
strated strength and skill 
when practicing kung fu. 
He was an incredible sing-
er and gifted actor, who in 
his youth, starred in a local 
production of West Side 
Story as the lead character, 
Tony. He had an exceptional 
memory—he only needed 
to see a movie twice to have 
every line, inflection, and 
interaction memorized. In 
fact, he was naturally good 
at anything he tried doing.

From his childhood, Ja-
mie was curious about how 
things worked and was ea-
ger to take them apart.  He 
enjoyed video and board 
games, loved puzzles, and 
was an avid reader as well. 
He loved learning and took 
courses at Boston Univer-
sity, University of South-
ern Maine, and Middlesex 
Community College.  An 
Army veteran, Jamie served 
for four and half years in-
cluding a tour in Afghani-
stan. Through his service, 
he formed bonds with col-
leagues in Germany and 

Texas.
Jamie is survived by his 

parents, Marie (Wedge) and 
Stephen Horgan of Chelsea, 
MA; his sister and brother-
in-law Amy and Scott Gloor 
of Pelham NH; his sister 
and brother-in-law Danielle 
and Jorge Pazos of Chel-
sea, MA; his sister Bridget 
Horgan of Chelsea, MA; 
his brother Joshua Horgan 
of RI; and his brother by 
choice, Joey Bouche.

He fiercely loved his 
nieces and nephews: Auro-
ra, Brianna, River, and Jer-
emiah Gloor with whom he 
resided; Christopher Pazos 
and his wife Kaitlyn; Emily, 
Jacob, and Nathaniel Pazos; 
and his 2 great-nephews, 
Easton and Myles Pazos. 
He is also survived by his 
paternal grandmother, Rita 
(Paone) Horgan and many 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.

One of Jamie’s favorite 
places in the world was El 
Paso, Texas. If you happen 
to go there, stop by Carlos 
and Mickey’s for a taco and 
a local beer and toast to 
him! Jamie shared his medi-
cal records with doctors and 
researchers with the hope of 
helping others with similar 
conditions, his final gift to 
the world.

A celebration of life will 
be announced at a later date. 
E-condolences at www.pel-
hamfuneralhome.com. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the Neuro-
fibromatosis and Schwan-
nomatosis Research Fund at 
https://giving.massgeneral.
org/donate/nsrf or Caregiv-
ers Support at the Manches-
ter VA https://www.cdce-
portal.va.gov/donate_online 
(please indicate that you 
would like to donate to FCP 
4040 or Caregiver Support 
in the notes section). Ar-
rangements by the PEL-
HAM FUNERAL HOME 
- PELHAM - NH - (603) 
635-3333.

To place a memoriam in 
the Chelsea Record please 

call 781-485-0588
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The MBTA announced 
that fares will again be free 
this year on bus, subway, 
ferry, Commuter Rail, and 
the RIDE on Friday, July 4, 
2025, after 8:30 PM. Bos-
ton is regularly predicted 
to host over a million visi-
tors for the July 4 holiday. 
To accommodate increased 
ridership, the MBTA is en-
couraging travelers to plan 
their commute in advance 
and reminding riders of its 
holiday service schedules. 
The public is encouraged to 
take public transportation to 
and from the 2025 Boston 
Pops Fireworks Spectacular 
and to other holiday events. 
The MBTA’s July 4 service 

schedules continue to be 
available at mbta.com/hol-
idays.  

“Public transportation in 
Massachusetts keeps grow-
ing because of the bold 
investments of the Healey-
Driscoll Administration, the 
partnership of local leaders, 
and the tireless work of our 
transit teams,” said Trans-
portation Secretary and 
CEO Monica Tibbits-Nutt. 
“Transit is more than just 
a ride – it’s how families 
gather, how communities 
come together, and how 
we make memories. We’re 
proud to provide extra ser-
vice this Fourth of July to 
help people celebrate safely 

and stay connected to the 
moments that matter most.” 

“Fourth of July is a time 
to celebrate our nation’s 
history – there are many 
celebrations to enjoy, in-
cluding fun gatherings 
with family and friends. So 
whether you’re attending 
parties, barbeques, or oth-
er celebrations, including 
Harborfest, Boston Pops, or 
the fireworks display over 
the Boston Harbor, leave 
the driving to us. Take the 
T,” said MBTA General 
Manager and CEO Phillip 
Eng. “I take great pride in 
our dedicated workforce as 
they plan and prepare so 
that, on these special days, 

we can deliver the level of 
enhanced service that our 
riders deserve, getting ev-
eryone to their destinations 
safely and reliably. We wish 
everyone a safe and happy 
Independence Day.” 

 
July 4 Service                 
Information 

Subway: The Red, Or-
ange, Blue, and Green lines 
will operate a modified 
Saturday schedule with in-
creased service from 3 PM 
through the end of service.  

Bus and Silver Line: All 
routes will operate a Sunday 
schedule.  

Commuter Rail: All lines 
will operate a weekend 

schedule.  
Passengers should note 

that the majority of the last 
trains of the evening will 
leave North Station and 
South Station at their adver-
tised times between 11:30 
PM and midnight. If fire-
works are delayed, trains 
will leave up to 30 minutes 
after the close of the fire-
works. 

Keolis Customer Service 
agents will be present at 
North, South, and Back Bay 
stations to support passen-
gers.  

Passengers are encour-
aged to purchase the MB-
TA’s special $10 Holiday 
Pass for unlimited travel 

throughout the day on July 
4. 

The RIDE: All RIDE ser-
vices will operate a modi-
fied Sunday schedule.  

Ferry:  
Hingham to Boston will 

have no service. 
Hingham/Hull/Logan to 

Boston will operate a Satur-
day schedule. 

East Boston, Charles-
town, and Lynn ferries will 
operate a weekend sched-
ule. 

Winthrop and Quincy 
will operate on a weekend 
schedule on the combined 
Winthrop/Quincy route. 

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA
REQUEST 

FOR 
PROPOSALS

EXTENDED DAY 
SERVICE 

PROVIDER-AFTERSCHOOL 
SUMMER PROGRAM

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through its 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
is seeking Request for 
Proposals for “EXTENDED 
DAY SERVICE PROVID-
ER-AFTERSCHOOL SUMMER 
PROGRAM”.  
Request for Proposals will 
be available on or after 
July 03, 2025 by visiting 
the City’s website at 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/departments/purchas-
ing/current_bids___so-
licitations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“EXTENDED DAY SERVICE 
PROVIDER-AFTERSCHOOL 
SUMMER PROGRAM” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, July 
24, 2025.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject any 
or all proposals and to 
waive minor irregularities 
and/or formalities as it 
deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are inviting 
all qualified women and 
minority business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-07

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Special 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held on:
Tuesday, July 15, 2025
Council Chambers, 3rd 
Floor, City Hall, 500 
Broadway,
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Boston Provisions LLC 
(f/k/a SEA2050 LLC)
For Major Site Plan Review 
to establish a seafood 
processing and distribution 
facility in the Industrial 
(I) District and extend 
the use into the adjoining 
lot in the Naval Hospital 
Commercial (NHC) District 
at the premises known as:
100 Justin Drive
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/26/25, 7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS
PURCHASE 

AND DELIVERY
 OF A DRONE 

AND REAL-TIME 
CRIME CENTER

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through its 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
is seeking Request for 
Proposals for “PURCHASE 
AND DELIVERY OF A DRONE 
AND REAL-TIME CRIME 
CENTER”.  
Request for Proposals will 
be available on or after 
July 03, 2025 by visiting 
the City’s website at 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/departments/purchas-
ing/current_bids___so-
licitations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked “PUR-
CHASE AND DELIVERY OF 
A DRONE AND REAL-TIME 
CRIME CENTER” and sub-
mitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, July 17, 2025.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject any 
or all proposals and to 
waive minor irregularities 
and/or formalities as it 
deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are inviting 
all qualified women and 
minority business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

7/3/25
C

                              
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT
OF SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU15P2424EA
Estate of:
Evelyn K.
Diranian
Also known as:
Evangelia
Diranian
Date of Death:
02/16/2015
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed 
by: Andrew G. Diranian, Jr. 
of Watertown, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
that Andrew G. Diranian, 
Jr. of Watertown, MA be 
appointed as Successor 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney. Must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on 
07/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return date, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
The estate is being 
administered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but recipi-
ents are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration from the Personal 
Representative and can 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the es-
tate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 24, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.
Register of Probate

07/03/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 
2-7 (b) and (d) of the 
Chelsea City Charter notice 
is hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the 
Chelsea City Council held 
on June 23, 2025, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following order:
Ordered, that, pursuant 
to Chapter 171 of the 
Legislative Acts of 2014, 
and M.G.L. c. 40, section 
4A, the Chelsea City 
Council approves the City 
of Chelsea entering into an 
agreement for the North 
Suffolk Public Health 
Collaborative with the 
municipalities of Revere 
and Winthrop.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 209, 
Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 
2-7 (b) and (d) of the 
Chelsea City Charter notice 
is hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the 
Chelsea City Council held 
on June 23, 2025, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following order:
Ordered, that the Revised 
Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Chelsea, as amend-
ed, be further amended as 
follows:

1. Amend Section 34-106(j)
(6) “Off-street parking 
requirements” to read as 
follows:
Any relief from the num-
ber of required off-street 
parking spaces in this 
zoning ordinance 
shall disqualify that 
location from participating 
in the residential parking 
sticker program.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 209, 
Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with Section 
6-3 (b) of the Chelsea City 
Charter notice is hereby 
given that at a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking 
Commission held on June 
3, 2025, the Commission 
voted to approve the 
following regulations:
To install a handicap sign 
at 309 Spruce Street.
To remove a handicap sign 
at 855 Broadway.
To install a handicap sign 
at 76 Highland Street.
To install a handicap sign 
at 63 Essex Street.
To approve the Mobile 
Food Operations Pilot Pro-
gram, from April through 
October at Grove Street, 
Broadway, Arlington 
Street, Highland Street, 
and Voke Park.
To install a handicap sign 
at 943 Broadway.
To install two metered 
parking spaces on 248 
Broadway.
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
	

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 
2-7 (b) and (d) of the 
Chelsea City Charter notice 
is hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the 
Chelsea City Council held 
on June 23, 2025, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following order:
Ordered, that, in 
accordance with M.G.L Ch. 
44, Section 64, budget 
management procedures, 
whereby costs incurred in 
FY24 were not paid and 
are owed to the vendors, 
and to meet this obligation 
funds are required from 
the current year FY25 bud-
get as noted, the Chelsea 
City Council authorizes the 
following expenditures to 
satisfy the unpaid balances 
that total $80.00 from 
prior years.
Ordered, that, pursuant 
to M.G.L. c. 44, Section 
53F3/4, the Chelsea 
City Council hereby 
approves the FY26 PEG 
Access Budget as follows: 
$229,763 for Chelsea 
Cable Television; $85,000 
for Chelsea Public Schools; 
and $130,000 for the City 
of Chelsea.
Ordered, that, in accor-
dance with M.G.L. c. 44B, 
section 6, the Chelsea City 
Council hereby acts on the 
report of the Community 

Preservation Committee 
on the FY26 Community 
Preservation budget; and 
be it further ordered, that 
the Chelsea City Council 
reserves for appropriation 
the following amounts 
from estimated FY2026 
receipts as recommended 
by the Community Preser-
vation Committee:
1.$124,458 – 10% of 
estimated revenues for 
the acquisition, creation 
and preservation of open 
space;
2.$124,458 – 10% of 
estimated revenues for the 
acquisition, preservation, 
rehabilitation and resto-
ration of historic resources;
3.$248,916 – 20% of 
estimated revenues for 
the acquisition, creation, 
preservation and support 
of community housing;
4.$684,521 – 55% of 
estimated revenues to the 
Budgeted Reserve; and
And appropriates from 
FY2026 estimated 
revenues:
5.$62,229 – 5% of 
estimated revenues for CPC 
Administrative Expenses.
Ordered, that, pursuant to 
M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 
23, the Chelsea City Coun-
cil authorizes the appropri-
ation of $122,177.09 from 
Free Cash for the purpose 
of closing out deficits in 
the following accounts that 
are no longer active and 
have been identified as 
structurally deficient by 
the Auditing department 
and the MA Division of 
Local Services.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 209, 
Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 
2-7 (b) and (d) of the 
Chelsea City Charter notice 
is hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the 
Chelsea City Council held 
on June 23, 2025, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following order:
Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council act on the 
report of the Community 
Preservation Committee 
on the awarding of grant 
funding to this FY2025 
community preservation 
project, in accordance with 
MGL Chapter 44B, Section 
5(3)(d), and in accordance 
with Chapter 2, Article VII, 
Division 3, Section 2-330 
of the Revised Code of 
Ordinances of the City of 
Chelsea; and
Be it Further Ordered, that 
the Chelsea City Council 
appropriate the following 
amounts from the Commu-
nity Preservation Act Open 
Space Reserve (4901) 
as recommended by the 
Community Preservation 
Committee:
1. $200,000 for Polonia 
Park (CP25-11)
Be it Further Ordered, 	
that the Chelsea City 
Council appropriate the fol-
lowing amounts from the 
Community Preservation 
Act Historic Reserve (4902) 
as recommended by the 
Community Preservation 
Committee:
2. $197,433 for Walnut 

Street Synagogue (CP25-
14) 
Be it Further Ordered, 	
that the Chelsea City 
Council appropriate the fol-
lowing amounts from the 
Budgetary Reserve (4904) 
as recommended by the 
Community Preservation 
Committee:
3. $100,000 for La Colab-
orativa Housing Voucher 
Program (CP25-10) 
4. $200,000 for The Quinn 
Residences (CP25-12) 
5. $100,000 for The 
Neighborhood Developers 
Top Off Rental Assistance 
(CP25-13)
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 209, 
Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

7/3/25
C

       
       

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue of and in 
execution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Scott J. 
Richards to Rockland Trust 
Company dated August 3, 
2017 and recorded with 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 58346, 
Page 98, and covering 
the premises located 21 
Jefferson Avenue, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts  (the “Prem-
ises”) of which mortgage 
Rockland Trust Company 
is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing, 
the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on July 22, 
2025  at 11:00 AM, at 
or upon the mortgaged 
premises located at 21 
Jefferson Avenue, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, more par-
ticularly described below, 
being all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:
The land in Chelsea, in 
the County of Suffolk and 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, and being the 
Westerly part of Lot 105 
Jefferson Avenue on Plan 
of Chelsea Highlands by 
Joseph R. Carr, C.E. dated 
June 22, 1882, recorded 
with Suffolk Deeds, Book 
1567, Page 153, and being 
numbered 21 on said 
Jefferson Avenue, bounded 
and described as follows:
Beginning on Jefferson 
Avenue at the division 
line between Lots #105 
and #106 on said 
plan and then running 
EASTERLY on said Jefferson 
Avenue, twenty-nine (29) 
feet; then turning and 
running SOUTHERLY in 
part through the center of 
a brick partition wall, one 
hundred five (105) feet; 
then turning and running 
WESTERLY twenty-nine 
(29) feet; then turning and 
running NORTHERLY by 
the division line between 
Lots 105 and 106, one 
hundred five (105) feet. 
Containing three thousand 
forty-five (3,045) square 
feet of land, more or less 
and all according to said 
plan, and being shown as 
Lot A on a subdivision plan 
dated January 14, 1921, 
M.L. Goldblatt, Engineer, 
recorded with Suffolk 
Deeds Book 4273, Page 
71. For grantor’s title see 
deed recorded with the 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 55632, 
Page 173.
For informational purpos-

es, the sale is subject to a 
senior mortgage recorded 
with Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
55632, Page 174.
The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to postpone the 
sale to a later date by pub-
lic announcement at the 
time and date appointed 
for the sale and to further 
postpone any adjourned 
sale date by public 
announcement at the time 
and date appointed for the 
adjourned sale date. 
The premises will be 
sold subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, outstanding 
tax titles, municipal or 
other public taxes, condo 
liens, assessments, Title 5 
requirements, tenancies, 
rights of possession, 
building and zoning laws, 
betterments, liens or 
claims and all other claims 
in the nature of liens, if 
any there be, insofar as 
the same are still in force 
and applicable to the 
premises. 
In the event of any 
typographical error set 
forth herein in the legal 
description of the premis-
es, the description as set 
forth and contained in the 
mortgage shall control by 
reference.
If the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale 
defaults in purchasing 
the property according to 
the terms of this notice 
of sale or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale 
executed at the time of the 
foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell 
the property by foreclosure 
deed to the second highest 
bidder (or other successive 
bidders, in order of their 
bid) provided that such 
other bidder deposits with 
Mortgagee’s attorneys, 
Kline & Sanders, LLP, the 
amount of the required 
deposit as set forth below 
within three (3) business 
days after written notice 
of default of the previous 
highest bidder and title 
shall be conveyed to such 
other bidder within thirty 
(30) days of the default.
TERMS OF SALE:	
Ten Thousand and 00/100 
Dollars ($10,000.00) is to 
be paid in cash, certified 
check and/or bank 
cashier’s check by the 
Purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance 
of the purchase price is to 
be paid by the Purchaser 
by certified check and/
or bank cashier’s check 
within thirty (30) days 
thereafter at the offices 
of Kline & Sanders, LLP, 
233 Needham Street, Suite 
460, Newton, MA 02464. 
Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.
ROCKLAND TRUST 
COMPANY, 
the present holder of said 
mortgage 
by its attorney,
KLINE & SANDERS, LLP 
233 Needham Street, 
Suite 460
Newton, MA 02464
(617) 964-2200

6/26/25, 7/3/25, 
7/10/25

C

	
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Section 
2-7 (b) and (d) of the 
Chelsea City Charter notice 

is hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the 
Chelsea City Council held 
on June 23, 2025, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following order:
Ordered, that in accor-
dance with M.G.L. Ch. 44 
Sec. 53A, the Chelsea City 
Council authorizes the 
City Manager to accept a 
grant in the amount of 
$6,000 from The Chelsea 
Community Fund for 
“Chelsea 2025 Road Race” 
project.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 209, 
Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

7/3/25
C

       
     LEGAL NOTICE  

       MORTGAGEE’S 
NOTICE 

OF SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Vilma 
Rodriguez to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Home Mortgage, 
its successors and assigns, 
dated April 30, 2007 and 
recorded with the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 41711, Page 61, 
subsequently assigned to 
Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee 
for HarborView Mortgage 
Loan Trust, Mortgage Loan 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2007-5 by Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Home Mortgage, 
its successors and assigns 
by assignment recorded 
in said Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
51071, Page 277 for 
breach of the conditions 
of said Mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on 
July 10, 2025 at 105 
Washington Avenue, Chel-
sea, MA, all and singular 
the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings 
thereon in said Chelsea 
in said Commonwealth 
being now numbered 105 
Washington Avenue in 
the present numbering of 
said Avenue, and bounded 
and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point on 
Washington Avenue at 
the Southeasterly corner 
of land formerly of John 
Taylor, thence running 
SOUTHEASTERLY by 
land late of said Taylor, 
One hundred two (102) 
feet; thence turning and 
running SOUTHWESTERLY 
along land deeded by 
Samuel W. Mason to John 
Q. Hanson, Fifty (50) feet; 
thence turning and run-
ning NORTHWESTERLY by 
a line drawn parallel with 
the first described land 
and fifty (50) feet distant 
thereform, one hundred 
seven (107) feet to said 
Washington Avenue; 
thence thence turning and 
running NORTHEASTERLY 
by said Washington Ave-
nue, Fifty (50) feet three 
(3) inches to the point 
of beginning. Being the 
same premise conveyed to 
Ricardo Figueroa and Iris 
D. Figueroa from Mary Te-
resa Sefchuck a/k/a Mary 
Theresa Sefchuck dated Oc-
tober 22, 1998 recorded in 

Book 23062, page 206. A 
deed from Iris D. Figueroa 
n/k/a Iris D. Vargas and 
Ricardo Figueroa to Vilma 
Rodriguez to be recorded. 
The premises are to 
be sold subject to and 
with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building 
and zoning laws, liens, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights 
of tenants and parties in 
possession, and attorney’s 
fees and costs. 
TERMS OF SALE: 
A deposit of FIFTEEN THOU-
SAND DOLLARS AND 00 
CENTS ($15,000.00) in the 
form of a certified check, 
bank treasurer’s check 
or money order will be 
required to be delivered at 
or before the time the bid 
is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to 
execute a Foreclosure Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the 
bidding. The balance of 
the purchase price shall 
be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date 
in the form of a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid 
at the sale, to reject any 
and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the 
terms of the sale by writ-
ten or oral announcement 
made before or during the 
foreclosure sale. If the sale 
is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The description 
of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an 
error in this publication. 
TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE. 
Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 
Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee 
for HarborView Mortgage 
Loan Trust, Mortgage Loan 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2007-5 
Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, 
By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 
PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 
23-001881

6/19, 6/26,7/03
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Re: RESCHEDULE OF 
LICENSING MEETING

Chelsea Licensing Commis-
sion, July 14, 2025
Notice is hereby given that 
a public hearing scheduled 
by the Chelsea Licensing 
Commission on
Thursday, July 10, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. has been 
rescheduled to Monday, 
July 14, 2025 at 6:00
p.m. at the City Council 
Chambers, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

7/3/25, 7/10/25
C

See MBTA Page 15

MBTA prepares for Boston’s Fourth of July celebration with free rides 
after 8:30 p.m., expanded service, staffing, and safety protocols 
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The Charlie Service Cen-
ter will be closed on Friday, 
July 4.  

Enhanced Security Mea-
sures and Safety Tips for 

Riders 
With many people ex-

pected to attend July 4 fes-
tivities this year, the MBTA 
also encourages the public 
to help maintain a safe and 
family-friendly environ-
ment while riding the T. Ad-
ditional MBTA staff, Transit 
Ambassadors, Keolis per-
sonnel, and Transit Police 
will be deployed through-
out the system to assist with 
safety, wayfinding, board-
ing, paying for fares, and 
schedule information. 

The MBTA Transit Police 
Department will have an en-
hanced presence throughout 
the system to respond to any 
incidents.  

To report an emergency, 
dial 911 or call the MBTA 
Transit Police Department 
at 617-222-1212. Riders are 
reminded that emergencies 
can also be reported anon-
ymously with the SeeSay 

app on iPhone or Android 
device. The SeeSay app is 
monitored 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, and rid-
ers can expect a response 
within a few minutes of a 
report. 

The MBTA stresses the 
importance of celebrating 
responsibly on public tran-
sit. Vandalism and disor-
derly conduct can create 
safety hazards, delays, and 
additional cleaning costs—
which can divert valuable 
resources away from essen-
tial maintenance services 
and improvements that ben-
efit all riders. 

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com/holi-
days or connect with the T 
on X @MBTA, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @them-
bta, or TikTok @thembta.

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America’s 
first subway tunnel in 1897, 
pioneering public transpor-
tation in the United States. 
Today, the MBTA is one of 
the largest public transit sys-

tems in the country, operat-
ing an extensive network 
of subway, bus, Commuter 
Rail, ferry, and paratransit 
services across 176 cities 
and towns. The MBTA is 
undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivat-
ing a culture of safety and 
excellence, modernizing in-
frastructure, and improving 
reliability and accessibility. 
Current priorities include 
accelerating critical infra-
structure repairs, expanding 
accessibility, and reducing 
emissions. The MBTA is 
committed to providing de-
pendable, frequent, and ac-
cessible service that riders 
can rely on while supporting 
the region’s economic vital-
ity. Through initiatives like 
the unprecedented Track 
Improvement Program, Bus 
Network Redesign, and Rail 
Vision, the MBTA aims to 
connect communities and 
improve riders’ daily expe-
riences and trips. For ques-
tions or assistance, riders 
are encouraged to contact 
the MBTA Customer Center 
at 617-222-3200.
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AREA RESIDENTS 
ON NSCC’S     
DEAN’S LIST

Danvers, MA - North 
Shore Community Col-
lege President Dr. William 
Heineman is pleased to 
announce that the students 
listed below were Dean’s 
List students for the Spring 
2025 semester.

Dean’s List Honors are 
awarded to students who 

have earned six or more se-
mester hours of academic 
credit with a Grade Point 
Average (GPA) of 3.30 or 
higher.

Local students who made 
this accomplishment are as 
follows:

Michelle Albanell La 
Noire

Scott Allen
Harris Barrios
Djenica Blanc
Nicholas Bridge

Juliana Cardona-Berrio
Veronica Castro
Lydia Debenedictis
Nicolas Desouza
Naomy Gonzalez Spen-

cer
Santos Hernandez
Kylie Lemerise
Gladis Martir Gonzalez
Farah Mccormack
Jailene Muniz
Jeynmy Sanchez Perez
Ana Yanes

LOCAL STUDENTS IN THE NEWS

MBTA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

  

It's that time
 of year again! 

DEADLINE
TO SUBMIT

SEE IT INSEE IT IN
THE PAPER!THE PAPER!

  

SShhaarree  yyoouurr  ffaavv..  
BBeeaacchh  BBaabbee!!  

AAdduullttss,,  CChhiillddrreenn,,  PPeettss
  AAllll  aarree  wweellccoommee!!

BeachBeach
Baby Baby PaPaggeses

Aug. 21Aug. 21stst
Aug. 15Aug. 15thth

24th

Annual

Photos should be at a beach
or swimming pool setting.

Please include your child's name.

Taking the picture 
with your phone?

Just scan here and attach 
the photo to the email 

that opens up!
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

In summer, you some-
times want to exchange 
time spent cooking for time 
spent outdoors enjoying the 
season. You may also decide 
that you don’t want to add 
the heat from cooking to 
your home in hot weather. If 
you do a bit of planning and 
some strategic shopping, 
you can have what you 
need for the times when you 
don’t feel like cooking.

Strategic Shopping
During a recent heat-

wave, we faced a busy week 
and little time to cook. Pen-
ny set off early one morn-
ing to stock up on healthy 
fresh foods that she could 
assemble into a few meals 
instead of cooking. You can 
start with a list that lets you 
choose foods you and your 
eaters enjoy that are easy 
for you or them to make. We 
love big salads with grains 
and added protein. 

Penny grabbed two 
bagged salad mixes, one 
with noodles and one with 
cheese, a package of grilled 
salmon, and one of grilled 
shrimp. These would be the 
main meal we would have 
that day. The bonus here is 
that we would each have our 
favorite proteins.

If salads and grain bowls 
are not your thing, head to 
the deli and cooked food 
counters. That’s where 
Penny found our grilled 
seafood. Often, a rotisserie 
chicken is a great item for 
no-cook weeks. 

Don’t overlook the 
canned goods aisles. We 
recently watched a vegan 
vlog that reviewed the veg-
an meals available from 
Trader Joe’s. The salad kit 
we mentioned received rave 
reviews, as did the canned 
dolmas, eggplant with to-
matoes and onions, giant 
beans in tomato sauce, and 

Greek chickpeas with pars-
ley and cumin. 

Have a Freezer Stash
You can turn frozen En-

glish muffins into toast-
er-oven pizzas. You’ll typ-
ically find a few packages 
of frozen brown rice in our 
freezer. When Penny cooks, 
she prepares extra servings 
of items ready to thaw and 
heat for future meals.

On the topic of micro-
waving, we have a set of 
Anyday dishes that let us do 
more with our microwave. 
Chef David Chang has en-
dorsed these, and both he 
and the company have rec-
ipes available for easy and 
delicious microwave meals.

A high-quality frozen 
meal can mean you don’t 
have to cook. We tend to 
choose ones that we can 
heat in the microwave or 
air fryer, which, for many 
meals, is as quick and easy 
as the microwave.

Appetizers and 
Street Food

Another approach to a 
no-cook meal comes from 
the tradition of Mezze in the 
countries surrounding the 
Mediterranean Sea, antipas-

to in Italy, and night mar-
kets in Asia. 

For Mezze, you can 
gather an array of dips and 
spreads along with items 
to dip them into or spread 
them onto. Dips and spreads 
could be not only a meal, 
but also a picnic or a party 
theme. Lay out the contain-
ers and let everyone choose 
what they would like to 
make from the selection. 

If your preference is for 
meats and cheese, pick 
up your favorite antipasto 
items from the deli or a sal-
ad bar and make your ver-
sion of antipasto with items 
from any country you love!

Finally, you can have 
takeout the way you would 
if you were wandering 
through an Asian night 
market and choosing small 
snacks from a variety of 
vendors. You can do that 
at a supermarket with fro-
zen dumplings and similar 
items, or order a few items 
from your neighborhood 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Thai, 
or Japanese restaurant.

Do you have a question 
or topic for Fresh & Local? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.

“It was a pleasure meet-
ing with Fire Chiefs from 
my district and across the 
Commonwealth at the 
State House for the Metro-
fire Legislative Breakfast,” 
said Senator DiDomenico. 
“I was happy to welcome 
Everett Fire Chief Joseph 

Hickey, Boston Fire Com-
missioner Paul Burke, Chel-
sea Fire Chief John Quatieri, 
and Cambridge Fire Chief 
of Operations Brian Gover 
and thank them for all they 
do each day to ensure our 
communities and neighbors 
are safe and protected.”

Metrofire is comprised of 
38 Fire Departments in the 
Metropolitan Boston Area.  
It is the largest Fire Mutual 
Aid Organization protecting 
the largest and most diverse 
population and complex fire 
department issues in the 
Commonwealth.  

DIDOMENICO MEETS WITH LOCAL FIRE CHIEFS

Fresh and Locoal

When You Don’t Feel Like Cooking

A bag of chopped greens, peanuts, and crispy noodles, along 
with a piece of grilled salmon, made for an enjoyable no-cook 
meal.

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Fire Chiefs and Senator Patrick O’Connor on the Senate floor  Senator DiDomenico with Fire Chiefs on the Senate balcony.

 Senator DiDomenico with Fire Chiefs from his district in the Senate Chamber

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

All women over 40 should 
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are available. 
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