
Special to the Record

The Chelsea Housing Au-
thority (CHA), in partner-
ship with the City of Chel-
sea, has installed a white 
solar-reflective “cool roof” 
on one of its largest pub-
lic housing buildings – the 
Margolis Complex, which 
houses seniors and adults 
with disabilities. This new, 
cool roof combats the city’s 
urban heat island effect and 
reduces indoor temperatures 
for some of the city’s most 
vulnerable residents.

The “cool roof,” which 
was made possible by ap-
proximately $165,000 in 
CHA capital funding and 
an $85,000 Accelerating 
Climate Resilience grant 
awarded to the City by the 
Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC), was ac-
complished by coating the 
Margolis complex’s exist-
ing roof with a white, so-
lar-reflective surface that 
will reduce the building’s 
indoor temperatures and 
lower energy demand for 
cooling.

“The project prioritizes 
the city’s Margolis’ resi-
dents, who are most vulner-
able to health risks caused 
by rising temperatures, such 
as dehydration, heat exhaus-
tion, and heat stroke,” said 
Chelsea City Manager Fidel 

Maltez. “It’s about recog-
nizing that every Chelsea 
resident deserves to be safe 
and comfortable in their 
home during extreme heat. 
Together with the Chelsea 
Housing Authority, we’re 
taking action to cool this 
city down, starting with 
those who need it most.”

Built in 1975 for seniors 
and adults with disabilities, 
the Margolis Apartments 
Complex is a thirteen-story, 
brick masonry construction 

high-rise federally-aided 
development with two ele-
vators, a large community 
room, 143 one-bedroom 
apartments, & 8 two-bed-
room apartments, totaling 
151 units.

“The Chelsea Housing 
Authority is proud to work 
with the City of Chelsea 
as a partner to increase the 
quality of life and health of 
our residents,” said Director 
of Operations for Chelsea 
Housing Authority Matt 

Frank. “This is one of many 
examples of how the city 
has worked with CHA to 
upgrade our portfolio with 
direct positive health im-
pacts being felt by our res-
idents.” 

Kristen Homeyer, Resil-
ience Manager for the North 
Suffolk Office of Resilience 
& Sustainability leads Chel-
sea’s broader climate resil-
ience initiatives, including 
community cooling strat-
egies, green infrastructure 
installations, and public ed-
ucation campaigns. 

“This project is a great 
example of how relatively 
simple, cost-effective in-
terventions can have a pro-
found impact on the public 
health of our most vulner-
able residents and climate 
resilience,” said Homey-
er. “By prioritizing cool-
ing strategies in affordable 
housing - we’re also ad-
vancing equity and environ-
mental justice in commu-
nities that are too often left 
behind.”

The Chelsea Housing Au-
thority, which manages over 
1,400 units of affordable 
housing across the city, sees 
this as a model for future 
building improvements. 

“The white roof upgrade 
also pushes our current roof 
warranty to 14 years which 
qualifies it for future solar 
panels,” said Frank.

The MAPC’s Acceler-
ating Climate Resilience 
program supports munic-
ipal efforts to implement 
equitable climate adaptation 
strategies across the Greater 
Boston region.

Special to the Record

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez received a positive, 
strong performance evalua-
tion for his first 18 months 
in office from the City 
Council’s Evaluation Com-
mittee. 

The committee praised 
his leadership in areas such 
as budget management, 
neighborhood improve-
ments, public safety, and 
community engagement, 
and presented Maltez with 
his performance evaluation 
during a meeting on June 
23.

“City Manager Maltez 
has brought a high-energy 
and inclusive leadership 
style to City Hall. His deep 
commitment to Chelsea is 
exactly what this City de-
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City of Chelsea and Chelsea Housing Authority install “Cool Roof”

Local leaders endorse campaign 
to stop predatory third-party 
electric suppliers in state

City Manager Fidel Maltez.

Special to the Record

This week, 14 munici-
pal leaders from across the 
Commonwealth announced 
their support for the Cam-
paign to Stop Predatory 
Electric Suppliers, urging 
state lawmakers to pro-
tect residents and priori-
tize energy affordability by 
passing legislation to ban 
third-party electric suppliers 
from the residential electric-
ity market.

Among those leaders 
were Boston Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu, Lynn Mayor Jar-
ed Nicholson, and Chelsea 
City Manager Fidel Maltez.

Support from mayors 
and city managers pro-

vides growing momentum 
to the campaign. In April, 
more than 50 organiza-
tions, representing seniors, 
minority business owners, 
faith leaders, public health, 
climate and environmen-
tal justice organizations, 
as well as consumer and 
legal advocates, endorsed 
H.3534/S.2255, An Act 
relative to electric ratepay-
er protections, and backed 
regulatory action at the De-
partment of Public Utilities 
(DPU). 

“I want to thank the 
Mayors and City Managers 
who have thrown their sup-
port behind this effort, be-
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The climate resilience project will protect the Chelsea Hous-
ing Authority’s most vulnerable residents – seniors and those 
with disabilities – by keeping them cooler in their apartments 
during extreme heat events.
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ALL-AMERICA CITY AWARDS PROGRAM, HERE COMES CHELSEA!

City Manager Fidel Maltez said he is “confident” that the Chelsea delegation (pictured above at its penultimate rehearsal Mon-
day at the Mary C. Burke Complex) has been diligent in its weekly preparations and will represent the city very well at the Na-
tional Civic League’s All-America City Awards Program this week in Denver, Colorado. “I am so proud of this team and so proud of 
everyone who has put so much work into this effort,” said Maltez. “What we are building is civic pride and engagement with so 
many residents in the community. We are making bonds that are going to last a lifetime.” 
Director of Housing and Community Development Ben Cares, captain of the Chelsea team who has drawn praise from Maltez 
for his “incredible vision,” added, “I believe we are ready. We have an awesome team. I think that what we do here in the city of 
Chelsea when we have something to get done is we roll up our sleeves, we show our creativity, we show our ability to create 
community around whatever the cause may be – whether it be a presentation in Denver, a civic action fair in Denver, winning 
the All-America City Award in Denver or any of the things that our community faces every single day. I feel extremely confident 
that we’re going to take home that prize.”

Committee gives positive 
review of first 18 months

Council gets update on 
Soldiers’ Home project

By Adam Swift

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez provided the city council 
with an update on the rede-
velopment of the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea project at 
Monday night’s meeting.

According to project de-
veloper Pennrose, there 
have been some delays due 
to the financing of the proj-
ect, but that construction of 
Phase I could get underway 
by December, with the proj-
ect remaining a priority for 
the state.

The redevelopment proj-
ect is a public-private part-
nership between the state 
and developer Pennrose.

In February, Pennrose 
representatives appeared 
before the council and stat-
ed that the construction of 
the first phase of the four 
phase project was slated to 
get underway this Septem-
ber.

“The city has been work-
ing very closely with the 
developer, Pennrose, on 
the (development),” Maltez 
stated. “Our Department of 
Public Works is also in close 
coordination with a water 
line replacement needed for 
the project. Pennrose has 
shared that financing for the 
project has grown more dif-

See UPDATE Page 2
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serves and needs during 
these challenging times. 
As one department head 
noted, ‘Simply put, we are 
lucky to have Fidel,’” said 
Committee Chair Council-
or Jimenez-Rivera. “His 
hands-on leadership style, 
visibility in the community, 
and efforts to expand civ-
ic engagement have built 
trust and strengthened civ-
ic participation. In only 18 
months he has already had 
a profound impact in City 
Hall and set up long-term 
projects that will continue 
to pay off as we seek to meet 
Chelsea’s evolving needs.”

The evaluation com-
mittee was composed of 
Jimenez-Rivera; City Coun-
cilor President Norieliz 
DeJesus; and Councilors 
Todd Taylor; Leo Robinson; 
and Tanairi Garcia; and the 

evaluation was informed by 
feedback from the commit-
tee members, department 
heads, and the community 
at-large. 

While the report high-
lights many successes, it 
also points to areas for 
growth for Maltez, who is 
encouraged to sharpen the 
City’s long-term strategic 
vision, especially around 
economic development and 
housing. There is also a call 
for deeper community en-
gagement, particularly with 
residents whose voices are 
less often heard, and for 
clearer timelines on major 
planning efforts like Chel-
sea !Pa’lante, Onward!

“To the people of Chel-
sea – our City Councilors, 
residents, business owners, 
non-profits, and City and 
School staff – I’m proud of 

the progress we’ve made 
together and excited for the 
work ahead,” said Maltez. 
“Over the next 18 months, a 
top priority will be strength-
ening the long-term vi-
sion of the City, especially 
around housing, economic 
development, inclusive en-
gagement and our shared 
goals of building a more 
equitable, vibrant, and con-
nected Chelsea where every 
resident feels heard, valued, 
and empowered.”

The summary of City 
Manager Maltez’s perfor-
mance evaluation is avail-
able on the City website at 
www.chelseama.gov/city-
manager. Questions about 
the evaluation can be di-
rected to the Committee 
Chair, Councilor Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera rjimenez@
chelseama.gov.  

cause we all want to make 
energy affordable,” said 
Larry Chretien, Executive 
Director of Green Energy 
Consumers Alliance. “This 
campaign highlights the 
simplest and fairest way of 
saving ratepayers’ money 
— banning retail electricity 
suppliers.“Consumers have 
two much better options. 
The best is municipal ag-
gregation if it’s available in 
their city or town. The next 
best is to receive energy 
supply from their local util-
ity.”

Maltez said the munic-
ipal leaders will not stand 
by while predatory electric 
companies take advantage 
of their residents, who work 
hard to make ends meet and 
are being hit with thousands 
of dollars in electricity bills 
every month.

“As a City, we owe it 
to our residents to call out 
these attempts by electric 
companies to trap people, 
like you and me, in con-
fusing, overpriced con-
tracts and to advocate for 
the freedom to choose a 
more trustworthy, stable, 
and predictably priced 
electricity supplier, such 
as our Chelsea Electricity 
Choice program,” Maltez 
said. “The City of Chelsea 
is an advocate for consum-
er choice, and we join the 
Attorney General’s Office 
in its call for Massachusetts 
to take further action to ban 
third-party electric suppliers 
from the residential market-
place.”

As a city, Boston’s focus 
is on making sure residents 
have access to affordable 
and reliable energy sources 
that they can trust, accord-
ing to Wu. 

“Bostonians deserve en-

ergy they can count on with-
out any surprise costs and 
unexpected bills,” Wu said. 
“This campaign is about 
looking out for our neigh-
bors and building a brighter 
and healthier future for Bos-
ton.”

With these third-party 
suppliers, Nicholson said 
Lynn residents become en-
rolled in overpriced energy 
contracts and are forced to 
pay a huge cost.

“In April 2024, Lynn 
households lost nearly 
$40,000 to third-party elec-
tric suppliers,” Nicholson 
said. “That’s why I’m proud 
to stand with other mayors 
and stakeholders to call for 
a statewide ban and ensure 
every resident gets fair, 
transparent, and affordable 
electric service.”

Gardner Mayor Michael 
Nicholson said that for too 
long, predatory electric sup-
pliers have taken advantage 
of hardworking families 
across Massachusetts — 
promising savings and de-
livering skyrocketing bills 
instead.

“Cost of living and cli-
mate change are top con-
cerns for residents in 
Malden and across the Com-
monwealth,” said Mayor 
Gary Christenson of Mal-
den. “Unfortunately, pred-
atory companies are selling 
the promise of cheap, clean 
energy to lure residents into 
deceptive contracts that lock 
people into rates they can’t 
afford and prevent them 
from benefiting from trust-
ed alternatives. Without ac-
tion by the state legislature, 
an estimated 20% of Mal-
den households will remain 
stuck on these plans without 
the freedom to choose from 
trusted supply options.”

Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne of Somerville said 
predatory electric suppliers 
have overcharged and mis-
led residents for years, with 
the harm falling hardest on 
seniors, renters, and immi-
grants.

Mayors and city manag-
ers stated they routinely hear 
from residents hit with hun-
dreds of dollars in electrici-
ty costs who hadn’t realized 
they were even enrolled 
with a third-party supplier. 
A 2024 joint investigation 
by The Boston Globe and 
WBUR  captured stories of 
residents’ encounters with 
suppliers and the resulting 
harm. And data released by 
the Attorney General af-
firms what city officials and 
ratepayers are hearing from 
residents about the cost bur-
dens of contracting with a 
third-party electric supplier. 

The most recent report 
from the Attorney General’s 
office found that between 
July 2023 and June 2024, 
Massachusetts consumers 
enrolled with third-party 
suppliers paid $73.7 million 
more than they would have 
for basic service. Over the 
past nine years, total con-
sumer losses have exceeded 
$650 million.

The campaign builds 
on efforts supported by 
Governor Maura Healey, 
Attorney General Andrea 
Campbell, Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu, former Gov-
ernor Charlie Baker, and 
dozens of organizations 
from the last legislative ses-
sion, who pushed for a ban 
on third-party electric sup-
pliers but saw that language 
excluded from the final en-
ergy bill.

Local Leaders //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human health 
and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or Department of Public 
Works for information on where to safely dispose of these items.
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Illegal fireworks have 
caused more than 500 
fires, 200 serious  
injuries since 2020

Special to the Record

Fires, explosions, and 
serious injuries related to 
illegal fireworks spike each 
summer in Massachusetts, 
and fire service leaders are 
asking residents and visitors 
to leave those dangerous 
devices to the professionals.

“Here in Massachusetts, 
fireworks have caused over 
500 fires and explosions, 
more than 200 emergency 
department visits, and near-
ly $1 million in damages 
over the past five years,” 
said State Fire Marshal Jon 
M. Davine. “They are ille-
gal without licensing and 
certification because they 
are so dangerous. Please 
don’t risk a fire, an injury, 
or a day in court – leave 
fireworks to the profession-
als.”

The weeks around July 
4th are extremely busy for 

your local fire department,” 
said Westborough Fire 
Chief Patrick J. Purcell, 
president of the Fire Chiefs 
Association of Massachu-
setts. “Fires and injuries 
spike as people put them-
selves, their families, and 
their neighbors in harm’s 
way with illegal fireworks. 
These incidents can draw 
firefighters and EMTs away 
from other emergencies in 
your city or town. If you 
want to watch a great fire-
works show this summer, 
please check out one of 
the many safe, permitted 
displays scheduled in com-
munities across Massachu-
setts.”

Of the 220 fireworks-re-
lated visits to Massachu-
setts emergency depart-
ments from 2020 to 2024, 
111 took place during June 
and July. These months also 
accounted for 366 of the 
559 fires and explosions 
caused by fireworks during 
the same five-year peri-
od. Both injuries and fires 
held relatively steady last 
year and reflect a decline 

from the historically high 
numbers in 2020, when 75 
ER visits and 187 fires or 
explosions were reported 
statewide.

Massachusetts law re-
quires police to seize any 
illegal fireworks they en-
counter in the course of 
their duties. This includes 
fireworks that were pur-
chased lawfully in anoth-
er state and transported to 
Massachusetts. People who 
use or possess them illegal-
ly are also subject to a fine, 
while the unlawful sale of 
fireworks is an arrestable 
offense that carries potential 
jail time. The law is effec-
tive: the Massachusetts fire-
works injury rate is about .5 
per 100,000 residents com-
pared with a national rate of 
2.89 per 100,000 residents.

The Department of Fire 
Services posts a list of per-
mitted fireworks displays 
and updates it each week 
through the summer. To 
view the list – and to learn 
more about the dangers of 
illegal fireworks – visit the 
DFS website. 

Fire officials urge residents to leave 
fireworks to the professionals!
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ficult due to increased inter-
est rates and high construc-
tion costs.

“Pennrose has shared 
with our team that the proj-
ect remains on track and 
remains a priority for the 
Commonwealth.”

The design process calls 
for 240 units over four 
phases.

Pennrose representatives 
have stated that all 121 vet-
erans currently living on site 
will be able to remain on the 
property during construc-
tion and will have a place 
in one of the newly updated 
units.

Veterans will have 100 
percent preference for the 
affordable units at the rede-
veloped Veterans’ Home.

There will be centralized 
social services provided on-
site provided by Soldier On, 
a private nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides veterans 
services at similar locations, 

according to Pennrose.
Pennrose is preserving all 

nine buildings that are on 
the current Soldiers’ Home 
site, with the only sched-
uled demolition set for the 
one-story incinerator build-
ing.

The new construction for 
the project includes 18 units 
of townhouses, a two-story 
cafe and community build-
ing, and a new building on 
the east parcel at the corner 
of Hillside and Crest Ave-
nue.

Phase I is scheduled to in-
clude 69 units. 

“Based on feedback from 
the Commonwealth on the 
design and funding process, 
closing and construction 
commencement for Phase 
I are now anticipated to 
occur in December 2025,” 
stated Karmen Cheung, the 
regional vice president for 
Pennrose. “The Common-
wealth has reiterated to Pen-

nrose and the development 
team that this project is a 
high priority for their office 
and that they are commit-
ted to providing the neces-
sary resources to ensure a 
smooth and timely closing 
and construction process.”

The closing for Phase II 
is still anticipated to occur 
in early 2026, with con-
struction commencing con-
currently and full comple-
tion projected in the fall of 
2027, according to Cheung.

“Pennrose will continue 
to design and coordinate 
Phases III and IV while 
construction on Phases I 
and II is underway; howev-
er, we would like to reiter-
ate that current residents of 
the Soldiers’ Home will be 
moved into their new homes 
in Phases I and II before 
Phases III and IV begin con-
struction,” Cheung stated.
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Special to the Record

The Massachusetts Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles 
(RMV) is announcing ap-
plications for the 2025 Low 
Number Plate Lottery will 
be available online at myR-
MV Online Service Center 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, June 16, 2025. To 
be eligible, applicants must 
apply for this year’s lottery 
by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, Au-
gust 15, 2025. Winners will 
be notified by mail if select-
ed for a low number plate.

This year, there are 283 
plates available through the 
low plate lottery. Some of 
the available low plates in-
clude 42, 108, 1997, 12K, 
X8 and A78.

Applicants should note 
that there is no fee to apply 
for the lottery. However, 
should the applicant be se-
lected as a winner, there is a 
special plate fee that will be 
required, as well as a stan-
dard registration fee.

Customers are encour-
aged to visit the RMV’s 

website or follow @Mass-
RMV on X (formerly Twit-
ter) for details about the 
lottery plate drawing to be 
announced later this sum-
mer, including the date, 
time, livestream link, and 
location of the event.

In addition, lottery plate 
applicants will be sent a 
notification from the RMV 
to the email address they 
provided with lottery event 
details.

The lottery results will be 
posted after the drawing on 
the RMV website.

Lottery Rules and 
Eligibility Requirements

Only one entry per ap-
plicant will be accepted, 
regardless of the number of 
active registrations the ap-
plicant has.

An applicant must be a 
Massachusetts resident with 
a Massachusetts driver’s 
license or ID card in good 
standing and a currently ac-
tive, registered, and insured 
passenger vehicle.

Companies/corporations 

may not apply. 
MassDOT (Registry of 

Motor Vehicles, Highway, 
Mass Transit, and Aero-
nautics) employees, includ-
ing contract employees, 
and their immediate family 
members are not eligible.  
“Immediate family mem-
ber” refers to one’s parents, 
spouse, children, and broth-
ers and sisters.  Individuals 
involved in the management 
of MassDOT divisions are 
also ineligible.

Requests for specific 
plate numbers will not be 
honored.  Eligible appli-
cants will be considered 
for all plates listed.  Plates 

will be awarded in the order 
in which they are listed on 
Mass.Gov/lowplatelottery

An applicant’s registra-
tion, Massachusetts driver’s 
license, or ID card cannot 
be in a non-renewal, sus-
pended, or revoked status 
at the time of entry, the time 
of the drawing, or the time 
of the plate swap. As such, 
an applicant must not have 
any outstanding excise tax-
es, parking tickets, child 
support, warrants, or unpaid 
E-Z Pass/Pay by Plate vio-
lations.

Online entries must be 
completed by August 15, 
2025 at 5:00 p.m.

By law, lottery winners 
must be announced by Sep-
tember 15, 2025. Lottery re-
sults will be available on the 
RMV website: Mass.Gov/
lowplatelottery

All winners will be noti-
fied by the RMV in writing 
with instructions on how to 
transfer their current regis-
tration to their new lottery 
plate.  Winners will have 
until December 31, 2025 to 

swap their plates.  Plates will 
be registered to the winning 
applicant only.  Unclaimed 
plates will be forfeited after 
December 31 and awarded 
to the alternate winners.

All plates remain the 
property of the RMV even 
after registration.

All information received, 
including names of all ap-
plicants and the list of win-
ners, is subject to release in 
accordance with the Mas-
sachusetts Public Records 
law.

Special to the Record

At a town hall in Chelsea 
last week, Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley reaffirmed 
her solidarity with immi-
grant families under threat 
from the Trump Adminis-
tration and condemned the 
harrowing assassination 
and assassination attempts 
targeting elected officials 
and their families that took 
place the previous weekend 
in Minnesota. 

Pressley also denounced 
what she said was the presi-
dent’s march toward author-
itarianism, including what 
she called his North Ko-
rea-style military parade in 
Washington, DC, and more.

Joined by community 
leaders at La Colaborativa 
in Chelsea, including La 
Colaborativa leadership, 
Chelsea City Manager Fidel 
Maltez, the Chelsea Black 
Community, and elected 
officials from across the 
Massachusetts 7th, Press-
ley addressed constituents 
impacted by the Trump Ad-
ministration’s mass depor-
tation agenda.

“It is so good to be in 
Chelsea, the city that I often 
refer to as tiny but mighty, 
a city that models commu-
nity in every way, that leads 
with love and with solidari-
ty,” Pressley said. “Before I 
go any further, I just want to 
address the violence that we 
witnessed this past weekend 

in Minnesota. The target-
ed shootings of Minneso-
ta Senator John Hoffman, 
Representative Melissa 
Hortman and their spouses, 
the tragic deaths of Rep. 
Hortman and her husband. 

“Truly devastating that 
we find ourselves at a time 
simply because people dis-
agree, that we are seeing 
an escalating political vio-
lence,” Pressley continued. 
“These are public servants, 
people who dedicated their 
lives to building stronger, 
safer communities. And 
there must be outcry, there 
must be outrage, and strong 
condemnation for what hap-
pened to them.”

Pressley stated that in the 
last week,  Trump unlaw-
fully deployed the Nation-
al Guard to attack peaceful 
protesters in California, 

then a sitting United States 
Black Congresswoman 
was indicted for doing her 
job and conducting federal 
oversight of an ICE deten-
tion facility in her district. 

“Then, a Latino United 
States Senator was manhan-
dled, thrown to the floor and 
handcuffed for daring to ask 
a question of this adminis-
tration,” Pressley said. “And 
then, a North Korea-style 
military parade marched 
through our nation’s capital 
in an appalling display of 
authoritarianism.”

 Pressley said Trump 
wants a country where its 
people are ignorant and 
uninformed and where its 
people are indifferent to the 
suffering of their neighbors 
and where people are inac-
tive.

 “The fact that you chose 
to be here tonight is in op-

position to all three of those 
things,” Pressley told those 
gathered for the town hall. 
“You are choosing to be in-
formed, you are choosing 
to be empathetic, you are 
choosing to be active.  I’m 
so grateful for the coura-
geous people of Chelsea 
that are here tonight. 

“Because remember, 
courage is not the absence 
of fear,” she continued,. 
“Truth be told, we’re all car-
rying some fear in this mo-
ment, but the courage is that 
you are pushing beyond and 
through that to show up here 
today and every day, and we 
need to just acknowledge 
that. So clap for yourselves, 
the courageous people of 
Chelsea.”

In addition to discussing 
national events, Pressley 
touched on recent events in 
Chelsea, especially those 

revolving around immigra-
tion raids and enforcement.

“People have had their 
homes raided, property de-
stroyed, families torn apart, 
rights trampled on by racist 
rogue ICE agents.,” Press-
ley said. “Well, we think 
they’re ICE agents. We 
don’t really know, because 
they’re masked, but they’re 
operating with little to no 
accountability.”

She said community 
members have spoken to 
her of being targeted with-
out warrants, detained with-
out due process, and living 
every day in fear that they 
or their loved ones could be 
taken without warning from 
the only home they’ve ever 
known. 

“What is the point of all 
of this? The cruelty is the 
point,” Pressley said.  “The 
cruelty experienced by our 
Chelsea neighbor Kenia and 
her three children driving to 
a Mother’s Day church ser-
vice with her husband Dan-
iel, when ICE agents in un-
marked vehicles ambushed 
them, broke the passenger 
side window, forcefully 
pulled Daniel from the car, 
and slammed his face on the 
sidewalk while their chil-
dren watched on in horror.  
High school students, chil-
dren like Belizario Benito 
Vasques and recent graduate 
Geovani de la Cruz Catalan 
are being abducted and de-
tained without due process, 

despite having no criminal 
records. 

“Children, real people, 
children and adults alike, 
traumatized whose lives 
have been disrupted and 
forever harmed.”

Pressley said she came 
to Chelsea to reaffirm her 
commitment to protect 
and to support  immigrant 
neighbors, and to do that 
work with her colleagues at 
every level of government. 

“That means pushing for 
real accountability,” she 
said. “That means provid-
ing legal protections and a 
pathway to citizenship. That 
means investing in commu-
nities instead of criminal-
izing them. I really do be-
lieve that we’re one human 
family, and our destinies are 
tied, and when one of us is 
targeted, all of us must rise 
in defense. So to our neigh-
bors, know that I see you 
today and every day.”

Pressley said now is the 
time when “we must show 
up for each other, where 
we double down on mutu-
al aid, where we keep each 
other safe. I am my broth-
er’s keeper. I am my sister’s 
keeper. It is truly the honor 
of my life to serve the Mas-
sachusetts 7th, a district that 
reflects the best of who we 
are. And know this, you are 
not just constituents. You 
are family, and I will never 
stop fighting for you like 
that.”

Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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Pressley pushed back against Trump immigration policies at Chelsea town hall

COURTESY PHOTOS 

Chelsea City Council Pres-
ident Norieliz DeJesus at 
Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley’s town hall event at 
La Colaborativa last Monday, 
June 16.

 Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley.

Chelsea City Manager Fidel 
Maltez at the town hall event.

Special to the Record

NeighborHealth an-
nounced the appointment 
of Julio Mazul, MD, as 
the organization’s first-ev-
er Latino Vice President 
and Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO). A practicing OB/
GYN and longtime provid-
er, Dr. Mazul has served the 
Greater Boston communi-
ty at NeighborHealth for 
over 18 years, most recently 
holding the position of Vice 
President and Interim CMO 
at NeighborHealth.

Throughout his tenure, 
Dr. Mazul has played a crit-
ical role in advancing clini-
cal operations, patient safe-
ty, and reducing barriers to 
quality care for the 130,000 
people served annually by 
NeighborHealth as the larg-
est community-based pri-
mary care health system in 
Massachusetts.

In his interim leadership 
role, Dr. Mazul has helped 
the health system achieve 
new milestones in health-

care delivery and, under his 
direction, the organization 
earned national recognition 
from the Health Resources 
and Services Administra-
tion (HRSA) as a 2024 Na-
tional Quality Leader.

“Dr. Mazul’s medical 
expertise and thoughtful 
leadership over his near 
two-decade tenure at Neigh-

borHealth has guided us 
towards new standards in 
patient-centered, culturally 
responsive care,” said Ja-
mie Hazard, Interim Chief 
Executive Officer and Chief 
Financial Officer of Neigh-
borHealth. “His ability to 
lead with compassion and 
deliver results has helped 
our team meet patients 
where they are. We are ex-
cited to continue building 
on this momentum with Dr. 
Mazul in his role as Chief 
Medical Officer.”

Dr. Mazul’s efforts have 
included enhancing patient 
safety by expanding the fo-
cus on high-risk patients, 
implementing actionable 
safety reporting tools for 
staff, and broadening quali-
ty and population health ini-
tiatives across departments. 
His leadership has also di-
rected innovative solutions 
to mitigate provider burn-
out, advance AI tools, and 
improve MyChart function-
alities to better support pa-
tient self-service and reduce 

administrative burdens.
Before stepping into the 

interim role, Dr. Mazul held 
the positions of Deputy 
Chief Medical Officer and 
Medical Director of the Ob-
stetrics & Gynecology De-
partment. His work was piv-
otal in delivering culturally 
attuned care to a predom-
inantly immigrant patient 
population. As a practicing 
OB/GYN, Dr. Mazul has di-
rected numerous organiza-
tional-wide clinical quality 
and population health ini-
tiatives, including reducing 
barriers to care for under-
served women and families, 
and advancing health equity 
for the LGBTQIA+ com-
munity through staff educa-
tion and training.  

“My mission has always 
been to ensure that every 
patient receives high-quali-
ty care that reflects and re-
spects their unique needs, 
background, and identity,” 
said Dr. Mazul. “As I step 
into this permanent role, I 
look forward to deepening 

NeighborHealth’s invest-
ment in inclusive care mod-
els and ensuring our excep-
tional team of providers has 
the support they need to 
build a healthier, more equi-
table community.”

Dr. Mazul was born and 
raised in Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia to Guatemalan im-
migrants. He received his 
Bachelor of Science in bi-
ology and a minor in his-
tory from the University of 
California, San Diego. Dr. 
Mazul obtained his medical 
degree from the George-
town University School of 
Medicine and completed 
his residency in OB/GYN at 
the Beth Israel Deaconess/
Harvard Medical School 
program. 

NeighborHealth, for-
merly East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, is 
one of the nation’s largest 
Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health system 
in Massachusetts, serving 

over 130,000 people and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) as 
a National Quality Lead-
er. For more than 50 years, 
NeighborHealth has offered 
access to comprehensive 
primary care, specialty care 
and emergency care for 
patients in the Common-
wealth. In a first-of-its-kind 
merger in 2020, East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center joined forces with 
the South End Community 
Health Center and expanded 
services to patients who live 
and work in Boston’s South 
End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods. NeighborHealth 
champions innovative care 
models to actively bridge 
health equity gaps in our 
low-income and immigrant 
communities with services 
unique from other health-
care providers in our state. 
For more information, visit 
www.neighborhealth.com.

NeighborHealth appoints Dr. Julio Mazul as Chief Medical Officer

Julio Mazul, MD, Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Medical 
Officer at NeighborHealth.

Registry of Motor Vehicle’s Low Plate Lottery returns for 2025

Scan this Qr code to see the 
full list of available plates in 
this year’s Low Plate Lottery.
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Special to the Record

The Massachusetts Per-
manent Commission on 
the Status of Persons with 
Disabilities hosted a hy-
brid event at the Massachu-
setts State House on June 
23, 2025, titled Strength in 
Support: A networking and 
resource-sharing event with 
employed youth and young 
adults with disabilities, 
personal care assistants, 
job coaches, and inclusive 
workplaces.

Hosted by the Com-
mission’s Disability Em-
ployment and Workforce 
Supports subcommittees, 
the event brought together 
employed youth and young 
adults with disabilities, di-
rect support professionals, 
and job coaches to highlight 
stories, share resources, and 
identify promising practices 
to advance employment eq-
uity across Massachusetts.

Commissioner Gyasi 
Burks-Abbott opened the 
event by welcoming attend-
ees and outlining available 
accessibility services for 
both in-person and virtual 
participants. As moderator, 
he guided the discussion 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of shifting attitudes 
toward disability in the 
workplace.

“When it comes to the 
phrase ‘Presume Compe-
tence,’ I think it’s important 
to note that being competent 
doesn’t mean I’ll never mess 
up; it means I’ll always be 
teachable,” said Commis-

sioner Gyasi Burks-Abbott. 
“Don’t throw your hands 
up at the first sign of trou-
ble. If I’m doing something 
wrong, tell me how to do 
it right. When I look back 
on the missteps I’ve made 
in my life, I can contrast 
the people who were will-
ing to offer me some grace 
and give me another chance 
with those who seemed to 
immediately write me off 
as a lost cause. I hope this 
event today demonstrates 
that people with disabilities 
are employable. We might 
need accommodations and 
supports, but we are per-
fectly capable of getting the 
job done.”

Speakers included:
Matty Tricca, Podcast 

Host and State House Sum-
mer Intern

Liam Glavin, Busser, Le-
gal Sea Foods

Ewidji Vincent, Young 
Adult Leaders Fellow, Mas-
sachusetts Advocates for 
Children

Sophie Korpics, Com-
munity Advocate, North-
east Independent Living 
Program

Sarah Malone, Commu-
nication and Social Media 
Intern, MassAbility

Jack Tzianobo, Barista, 
BosseCafe, Options Club-
house

Lynn Fanale, Director 
of Employment, Options 
Clubhouse

Vanessa Stewart, Fam-
ily Support Coordinator, 
WORK INC.

Kadin Ali, Lead Career 

Coach, JVS Boston
Each speaker reflected on 

their employment journey 
and the supports that made 
a difference, while also 
identifying remaining chal-
lenges and calling for more 
inclusive hiring practices.

“Success isn't succeed-
ing, it's knowing that you 
will succeed,” said Matty 
Tricca.

“Supporting disabled job 
seekers doesn’t exist in a 
silo; those positive effects 
ripple through the com-
munity. Putting time and 
resources into us helps so 
many more people!” said 
Sarah Malone. “And it is 
never too late to work to-
wards your ideal future; 
you can always ask for sup-
port and advocate for your 
needs, your voice, your 
life.”

“This event was a won-
derful opportunity to share 
the story of my path to 
full-time employment at 
Northeast Independent Liv-
ing Program,” said Sophie 
Korpics. “My hope was 
that job seekers learned the 
importance of putting your-
self out there professionally 
throughout the employment 

process, and that employers 
learned the importance of 
being open-minded when it 
comes to hiring people with 
disabilities.”

“Today we hope to mo-
tivate people with disabili-
ties, job coaches, education 
coaches, and everyone else 
who works to support us. 
We want to celebrate and 
hear the stories of youth 
who are working to get a 
job, get their accommoda-
tions, and live a good life. 
We are strong together, let’s 
help people get what they 
need to succeed,” said Ew-
idji Vincent.

The event also featured 
employment resource ta-
bles from state agencies 
and partner organizations 
committed to disability 
inclusion. Attendees left 
with practical tools and 
new connections to support 
their employment journeys. 
A recording of the discus-
sion will be made available 
to watch online at https://
malegislature.gov/Events/
Hearings/Detail/5245.

For more information 
and to access event mate-
rials, visit: https://tinyurl.
com/RJ-strength-in-support

Your opinions, please
The Record welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
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IRAN FINALLY REAPS 
WHAT IT IS HAS SOWN

The decision by President Donald Trump to assist the Is-
raeli effort in setting back Iran’s nuclear weapons program 
should be applauded by every person who realizes that 
Iran’s attainment of nuclear weaponry would be disastrous 
for the world.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has demonstrated how 
a nuclear-armed dictatorship can wreak death and destruc-
tion upon another country with impunity because the rest of 
the world is afraid to join the fight thanks to the threats by 
Vladimir Putin that he will use his nuclear arsenal if pro-
voked.

But whereas Putin is semi-rational, can one even begin 
to imagine how a fanatical Iranian regime that has been 
calling for the elimination of the State of Israel (and the 
United States) for 45 years would use nuclear weapons to 
blackmail every nation in the Mideast in order to achieve 
that goal, including ultimately dropping an atomic bomb 
on Tel Aviv?

The Iranian government has been a force of evil since its 
inception in 1979. For fans of the Netflix series Stranger 
Things, the Iranian regime is like that monster that spreads 
its tentacles to terrorize and control the town of Hawkins.

Similarly, Iran has provided arms and training to terror-
ist organizations such as Hamas and Hezbollah on Israel’s 
doorstep with the specific aim of wiping Israel off the face 
of the map. The vicious attack by Hamas on 10/7 demon-
strated unequivocally that Iran’s proxies are capable of 
achieving the goal of killing every Jew they can lay their 
hands on.

Only time -- and Israeli and American intelligence as-
sessments -- will be able to determine to what extent the 
Israeli and U.S. military actions of the past 12 days have 
degraded the ability of the Iranians to make a nuclear bomb.

But if nothing else, the Iranians have been put on notice 
that their dastardly behavior finally will be met with more 
force than they ever could have anticipated.

THE GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT
BEGAN 56 YEARS AGO THIS 

WEEK
Although Gay Pride Month is observed for the entire 

month of June, we wish to make note of the specific date 
and events of June 28, 1969, when a series of riots and 
demonstrations against a police raid at the Stonewall Inn 
tavern in the Greenwich Village section of New York City 
launched the modern-day gay rights movement.

This was not the first time that the gay community had 
fought back against repression and persecution, but the 
Stonewall riots marked a turning point for the gay rights 
movement both in the United States and around the world.

The riot was precipitated when New York City police of-
ficers with the NYPD’s Public Morals Division (yes, that 
actually was its name) sought to conduct a typical raid at 
the Stonewall Tavern, a gay bar. At that time, men even 
seen holding hands with each other could be arrested on 
charges of violating public morality.

Almost all of the gay bars in New York City in that era 
were operated by organized crime. The police typically 
would give the owners a heads-up about impending raids, 
which usually took place on quiet weeknights and resulted 
in the arrests of a few of their customers.

However, on the night of June 27-28, the police unchar-
acteristically conducted a raid on a weekend night when 
there were more than 200 patrons in the Stonewall.

As the police began to make arrests, crowds from the sur-
rounding community gathered outside in support of those 
being arrested. The ensuing pitched battle between the out-
numbered police and the hundreds of area residents carried 
on for the next two nights. 

For the first time, persons who did not conform to so-
ciety’s sexual norms had made it clear that they no longer 
would be treated like second-class citizens.

Although the Stonewall Tavern itself was set on fire 
during the riots and never reopened, President Barack 
Obama designated the area as a national monument on June 
24, 2016, thus ensuring its legacy as the spot that marked 
the beginning of a new day of freedom for Americans of the 
LGBTQIA+ community.

Massachusetts Permanent Commission on the Status of Persons 
with Disabilities hosts Strength in Support employment event

Members of the Massachusetts Permanent Commission on the Status of Persons with Disabilities pictured with some attendees 
and speakers pictured at the State House for the Strength in Support networking event.
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Special to the Recordl

After receiving over-
whelming participation 
from a series of statewide 
listening sessions and on-
line survey this Spring, 
the Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration announced it 
is offering two additional 
virtual listening sessions, 
including one specifical-
ly for students, to inform 
Governor Maura Healey’s 
K-12 Statewide Graduation 
Council.

The listening sessions 
on June 25 and June 30, 
2025 are a chance for stu-
dents, educators, parents 
and caregivers and a broad 
range of stakeholders to 
offer feedback on a new 
statewide graduation re-
quirement, including the 
role of assessment, the po-
tential for differentiated 
pathways to earning the 
competency determination, 

and the completion of ad-
ditional experiences that 
demonstrate civic, college, 
and career readiness.

“The Graduation Council 
received so much insight-
ful, constructive feedback 
from students, families, 
educators and stakehold-
ers who attended the first 
six listening sessions. We 
thought it was important 
to offer more opportuni-
ties for the public to weigh 
in,” said Education Secre-
tary Dr. Patrick Tutwiler. 
“I encourage everyone to 
participate and offer their 
perspectives as we work to 
bring the definition of what 
it means to graduate high 
school to new heights.”

Register for listening 
sessions:

• Wednesday, June 25th: 
Virtual, 5-7p.m.

• Monday, June 30th: 
Virtual Student Listening 
Session, 5-6p.m. (Note: 

this listening session is for 
students only)

Further, the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
launched an online survey 
to expand opportunities 
for public input. Students, 
parents and caregivers, ed-
ucators, school counselors, 
businesses and communi-
ty residents can complete 
the survey at Mass.gov/
K12GradCouncil by June 
30, 2025. The survey is 
available in six languages 
and takes 7-10 minutes to 
complete.

Governor Healey estab-
lished the Massachusetts 
K-12 Statewide Graduation 
Council through Executive 
Order, and the Council is 
led by the Secretary of Ed-
ucation and Commissioner 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education. The Council 
includes a broad range of 
stakeholders, including stu-
dents, parents/caregivers, 

educators, school counsel-
ors, labor, education advo-
cacy organizations, higher 
education representatives, 
legislators, and the busi-
ness community.

For more information on 
the council, listening ses-
sions, and public survey, 
visit Mass.gov/K12Grad-
Council.

To place a  
memoriam in the 
Chelsea Record 

please call 
781-485-0588

info@chelsearealestate.com  781-201-9488

Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE 

Grozdanovski, Dejana	 Carlin, Thomas A	 175 Cottage St #312	 $370,500

Ortiz, Noemi M	 25 Sixth Condos LLC	 27 6th St #106	 $240,800

Matar, Ashraf M	 25 Sixth Condos LLC	 29 6th St #105	 $347,400

Reyes, Jose M	 50-52 Division Rt	 50 Division St	 $539,000

Special to the Record

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) proudly cel-
ebrated a historic milestone 
on June 5, 2025, with the 
graduation of the first co-
hort of its registered appren-
ticeship program for the 
Out-of-School Time (OST) 
workforce- Massachusetts 
and the country’s first and 
only full-time apprentice-
ship of its kind.

Held at Spinelli’s in 
Lynnfield, the graduation 
honored the dedicated ap-
prentices who completed a 
rigorous, full-time program 
designed to elevate and pro-
fessionalize the OST field. 
The event brought together 
state leaders, funders, fam-
ily members, and fellow 
educators to recognize the 
graduates’ commitment 
and accomplishments. Spe-
cial guests included Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Early Education and Care 
(EEC) Commissioner Amy 
Kershaw, Director of the 
Division of Apprentice 
Standards at the Executive 
Office of Labor and Work-
force Development (EO-
LWD) Lara Thomas, and 
longtime champions of eq-
uitable access to youth de-
velopment and workforce 
initiatives.

“This celebration isn’t 
just about graduation, it’s 
about transformation,” said 
Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
Co-Founder and Executive 

Director of FKO. “These 
remarkable educators have 
completed a groundbreak-
ing journey of professional 
growth, and they repre-
sent the future of a stron-
ger, more sustainable OST 
workforce.”

FKO’s registered appren-
ticeship, launched in 2024, 
supports educators with 
full-time employment, liv-
able wages, benefits, and a 
clear pathway to long-term 
careers in youth develop-
ment. Over the course of the 
program, apprentices com-
pleted 2,000 hours of on-
the-job learning, 150 hours 
of coursework through the 
Institute for Education and 
Professional Development 
(IEPD) and received con-
sistent one-on-one mentor-
ship and competency-based 
evaluations.

Commissioner Amy Ker-
shaw praised the graduates 
and FKO’s initiative during 
her remarks: “You’re part 
of something bigger in the 
work that you’ve chosen 
to do every day... You’ve 
demonstrated exactly how 
we can support the work-
force so they can gain ad-
ditional skills, bring them 
back to the classroom, and 
increase their compensation 
as they go.”

The program builds on 
FKO’s earlier Full-Time 
OST Educator Initiative, 
which demonstrated a 89% 
retention rate, significantly 
higher than part-time roles 

in the field. With the support 
of EEC’s Commonwealth 
Cares for Children (C3) 
grant, EOLWD’s Expand-
ed Apprenticeship funding, 
and private funders like the 
Amelia Peabody Founda-
tion, Liberty Mutual Foun-
dation, and United Way of 
Massachusetts Bay, FKO 
has turned a bold idea into a 
scalable solution.

As the graduates received 
their certificates to cheers 
and standing ovations, the 
moment underscored what’s 
possible when public and 
private sectors unite to in-
vest in people and potential.

“This is just the begin-
ning,” said Keegan. “We 
believe this model can and 
should be replicated across 
Massachusetts and beyond 

to ensure that all children 
have access to high-quality, 
consistent, and passionate 
educators in their out-of-
school hours.”

To learn more about 
FKO’s registered appren-
ticeship program and how 
it is shaping the future of 
the OST workforce, visit: 
https://fkoafterschool.org/
ost-apprenticeship-pro-

gram/.
For Kids Only After-

school (FKO) is a leading 
provider of high-quality af-
terschool north of Boston. 
With nearly forty years of 
experience, FKO programs 
offer safe and nurturing en-
vironments where children 
can learn, grow, and thrive 
beyond regular school 
hours.

FKO celebrates first-ever graduation of OST Apprenticeship Program in state

Shown above, Massachusetts Commissioner of the Department of Early Education and Care (center, front) with graduates of the 
state’s first Out-of-School Time apprenticeship program.
 

Healey-Driscoll Admin. adds more Listening Sessions to gather 
public feedback for statewide K-12 graduation requirements

Special to the Record

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) to-
day announced the launch 
of the 2025 Park Passport 
Challenge, an initiative 
aimed at bringing a new 
generation of outdoor ex-
plorers into the state park 
system by inviting visitors 
to collect unique stamps at 
12 participating DCR parks 
and watersheds across the 
state. The challenge kicks 
off on Saturday, June 21, 
and individuals who collect 
all 12 stamps by the pro-
gram’s Sunday, November 
30 end date, will receive a 
Park Passport water bottle 
sticker and will be entered 
to win a grand prize.  

“Our DCR parklands are 
more than just beautiful 
landscapes – they enrich 
the lives of residents and 
families all across our state, 
providing them with spaces 
to explore, reflect and rec-

reate,” said DCR Commis-
sioner Brian Arrigo. “We 
hope our new Park Passport 
Challenge serves as a fun 
and interactive way for vis-
itors from all backgrounds 
and of all ages – especial-
ly children – to experience 
and learn about the natural 
world around them and our 
incredible state park sys-
tem.” 

The initiative is focused 
on bringing more families 
and children, especially 
those from environmental 
justice populations, into 
the outdoors to experience 
Massachusetts’s natural and 
recreational resources. 

Park passports are avail-
able at each participating 
location that has a visitor 
center and can also be print-
ed out from DCR’s Park 
Passport webpage along 
with coloring pages for par-
ticipating parks. Passport 
stamps are held in yellow 
stamp boxes for increased 
visibility and are installed in 

ways that make them easy to 
reach for visitors of all abil-
ities. Combinations to each 
stamp box can be found on 
each Park Passport stamp 
sheet. The exact location 
and code for each stamp 
box and additional infor-
mation on the challenge are 
listed on DCR’s Park Pass-
port Challenge webpage. 
All written materials for the 
initiative are available in the 
10 most common spoken 
languages in Massachusetts.  

Participants looking to 
delve a deeper into the park 
experience are invited to 
take part in optional loca-
tion-specific bonus activi-
ties available in a worksheet 
on the webpage. Activities 
include an observant hike, 
nature scavenger and histo-
ry hunts, and more. 

After stamping their pass-
port, participants should 
close and relock the stamp 
boxes. Once you collect all 
12 stamps, fill out the re-
demption form on the Park 

Passport Challenge webpage 
by November 30, 2025, to 
redeem a water bottle stick-
er and be entered to win a 
grand prize. Grand prizes 
include free Boston Harbor 
Island ferry tickets, a compli-
mentary DCR ParksPass, and 
a reservation for DCR’s an-
nual Learn to Camp program. 
Participants are also encour-
aged to share your adventure 
by tagging us on social media 
@MassDCR. Stamps are lo-
cated at the following partici-
pating state parks:  

Boston Region
• Blue Hills Reservation, 

Milton
• Castle Island, South 

Boston  

North Region
• Walden Pond State Res-

ervation, Concord 
• Halibut Point State 

Park, Rockport  

South Region
• Waquoit Bay Natural 

Estuarine Research Re-
serve, East Falmouth 

• Fall River Heritage 
State Park, Fall River  

Central Region
• Blackstone River and 

Canal Heritage State Park, 
Uxbridge 

• Wachusett Mountain 
State Reservation, Prince-
ton  

West Region
• Mount Greylock State 

Reservation, Lanesboro 
• Great Falls Discovery 

Center, Montague  

Water Supply
• Quabbin Reservoir, 

Belchertown 
• Wachusett Reservoir, 

Clinton  
DCR also launched the 

MA250 Challenge to com-
memorate the 250th anni-
versary of the American 
Revolution and the role 
DCR parks and properties 
played in the Revolution. 

The MA250 Challenge will 
run through 2025 and 2026, 
and participants can earn 
a sticker and be entered to 
win prizes by completing 
any two of the following ac-
tivities: 

• visiting two DCR prop-
erties

• taking five pictures at 
DCR properties and tagging 
@MassDCR on social me-
dia

• completing five miles of 
hiking, walking, swimming, 
running, or biking at DCR 
properties

• or leaving zero trace of 
activity at any visited DCR 
property. 

For more information 
or questions regarding the 
Park Passport Challenge, 
email dcrpassport@mass.
gov or visit: www.mass.
gov/info-details/dcr-park-
passport-challenge. 

Explore the outdoors this summer with the 2025 Park Passport Challenge 
for children and families at parks across state 

Please visit chelsearecord.com
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases and photos to stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

  

It's that time
 of year again! 

DEADLINE
TO SUBMIT

SEE IT INSEE IT IN
THE PAPER!THE PAPER!

  

SShhaarree  yyoouurr  ffaavv..  
BBeeaacchh  BBaabbee!!  

AAdduullttss,,  CChhiillddrreenn,,  PPeettss
  AAllll  aarree  wweellccoommee!!

BeachBeach
Baby Baby PaPaggeses

Aug. 21Aug. 21stst
Aug. 15Aug. 15thth

24th

Annual

Photos should be at a beach
or swimming pool setting.

Please include your child's name.

Taking the picture 
with your phone?

Just scan here and attach 
the photo to the email 

that opens up!

SUPPORT DO•NTO•N BUSINESSES 
•E ARE OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION II

APOYE A LOS NEGOCIOS PEQUENOS 
ESTAMOS ABIERTO DURANTE CONSTRUCION II 

• �- �
1 

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS1ES 
-�: ·4

f 
DURING 

CONSTRUCTION �-----� 

9 Dewberry· 
CHELSEA 

Chamber of Commerce 
Qlmara de Comercio 

GOVERNOR BELLINGHAM-CARY HOUSE HOLDS ITS ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

The Governor Bellingham-Cary House held its 2025 Strawberry Festival on Saturday, 
June 21 at the historic residence located at 34 Parker Street, Chelsea.

The Board of Trustees welcomed several residents to the annual event during which the 
guests enjoyed a serving of strawberry shortcake and whipped cream.

Governor Bellingham-Cary House Board President Matt Frank 
welcomes volunteers Beth Novak (left) and Michelle Mirthes 
(right) to the annual Strawberry Festival.

The key organizers and volunteers for the Strawberry Festival are pictured Saturday on the 
steps in front of the Bellingham-Cary House. In the front row is Grace Muwina, trustee. In the 
middle row are Mimi Graney, trustee, Janet Sartor, curator, Lisa Santagate, Chelsea city council-
or, and Karthik Jayaram, chapter leader of the Gay For Good organization. In the back row are 
Matt Frank, GBCH president, and John Byrnes, GBCH vice president.

During Saturday’s festival, the Bellingham-Cary House board members honored Trustee 
Emeritus Jean Chapman for her outstanding service to the organization. Pictured with Jean 
Chapman (front row, right) are Nancy Donoghue (left), and (back row), Grace Muwina, Board 
President Matt Frank, City Councilor Lisa Santagate, and Geoffrey Donoghue.

Gay For Good, a national organization with 25 chapters, including Boston, served as event 
volunteers at the Strawberry Festival. Pictured in the front row are Karthik Jayaram and Thom-
as Gagnon. In the back row are Matt Frank, Michael Irwig, Michael Pesina, Robert Rife, and 
Juliusz Paluchowski. 

Arthur Arsenault arrives 
at the Governor Belling-
ham-Cary House for the 
annual Strawberry Festival.
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Same-Day Mental Health Services
Struggling with a mental health condition: stress, 
anxiety, depression, or substance use? NeighborHealth 
offers Behavioral Health Urgent Care for individuals 
6+ in East Boston. No insurance needed.

Visit us: 10 Gove Street, 1st Floor, East Boston

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:30am–6:00pm

Call: 617-569-5800

Scan here for 
more details

On Thursday, June 5, 
2025, NeighborHealth host-
ed its annual Art of Health 
Care fundraising gala at 
Boston’s historic Fenway 
Park, attracting nearly 400 
attendees to support Neigh-
borHealth’s mission of 
building healthier commu-
nities together. During the 
event, NeighborHealth’s 
CATCH (Children’s Access 
to Coordinated Healthcare) 
program was honored with 
the inaugural Advancing 
Health Equity Award for 
achieving three decades of 
innovative and holistic care 
for children with diverse 
physical and developmental 
needs, many of whom at-
tended the event with their 
families.

“Our annual Art of Health 
Care event presents a special 
opportunity to shine a light 
on the unique ways Neigh-
borHealth takes healthcare 
beyond the clinic to im-
prove the health and well-
ness of our community,” 
said Dr. Julio Mazul, Chief 
Medical Officer, Neighbor-
Health. “By recognizing 
impactful programs like 
CATCH, we reaffirm our 
commitment to providing 
high-quality, accessible care 
that empowers our neigh-
bors to lead longer, health-
ier lives. We are grateful to 
our donors whose support 
helps us to provide individ-
ualized care and services to 
our neighbors, regardless of 
who they are, or where they 
come from.”

Thirty years ago, CATCH 
program founder, Dr. Thom-
as Silva, realized the urgent 
need for vulnerable patients 
to receive holistic care co-
ordination based on their 
individual needs. Today, 
the CATCH program serves 
approximately 200 patients 
and continually advances 
how NeighborHealth cares 
for children with disabili-
ties.

“The CATCH program 
has always believed that 
a more inclusive world 

is possible,” said Mea-
ghan Hamilton, NP, Direc-
tor of Pediatric Complex 
Care, NeighborHealth. “At 
CATCH, we not only pro-
vide care, but we have fun 
together, try new things, 
celebrate, and, most impor-
tantly, we create communi-
ty. On behalf of our patients 
and staff, I am deeply grate-
ful for this recognition and 
the continued support of the 
health center.”  

At the event, guests en-
joyed engaging with Chel-
sea-based Afro-Caribbean 
visual artist Silvia López 
Chavez, who painted, in re-
al-time, a one-of-a-kind, 36” 
circular acrylic on canvas 
painting depicting a vibrant 
view of Boston -- one of the 
many coveted Art of Health 
Care raffle prizes available 
that evening. López Chavez 
is well known for her joyful 
and unapologetically col-
orful murals across Great-
er Boston, promoting the 
importance of the healing 
power of art being accessi-
ble to all. 

Funds raised from the 
Art of Health Care gala will 
support NeighborHealth’s 
CATCH program that pro-
vides coordinated health 
and wellness services to 
children with developmen-
tal and cognitive disabili-
ties. Funds will also support 
healthcare services for older 
adults to age safely at home, 
and lifestyle change and 
physical fitness promotion 

through programs like Let’s 
Get Movin’.

For those who were un-
able to attend but would still 
like to support Neighbor-
Health’s mission, donations 
can be made at www.neigh-
borhealth.com/donate.

NeighborHealth, for-
merly East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center, is 
one of the nation’s largest 
Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) and the 
largest community-based 
primary care health system 
in Massachusetts, serving 
over 130,000 people and 
recognized by the Health 
Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) as 
a National Quality Lead-
er. For more than 50 years, 
NeighborHealth has offered 
access to comprehensive 
primary care, specialty care 
and emergency care for 
patients in the Common-
wealth. In a first-of-its-kind 
merger in 2020, East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center joined forces with 
the South End Community 
Health Center and expanded 
services to patients who live 
and work in Boston’s South 
End and Roxbury neigh-
borhoods. NeighborHealth 
champions innovative care 
models to actively bridge 
health equity gaps in our 
low-income and immigrant 
communities with services 
unique from other health-
care providers in our state. 
For more information, visit 
www.neighborhealth.com.

NEIGHBORHEALTH CELEBRATES 30 YEARS OF COMPLEX CARE 
AT ANNUAL ART OF HEALTH CARE GALA

Kate Spinelli,  Martin Batt, Manny Lopes, Sandra Caggiano, and Lee Batt.

Paula Sepulveda and Janys 
Andrade.

Dennis Cataldo and Jessica 
Russo.

Stephan Marin, Steven Snyder, Ernani DeAraujo, and Rep. Adrian Madaro.

Larry Keegan Jr., Sandra Caggiano, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Julio Mazul, Jennifer Blanco, and 
Erika Wilkinson.

NeighborHealth’s CATCH (Children’s Access to Coordinated Health Care) program was the 
recipient of the Advancing Health Equity Award. From left, are Steven Snyder, CATCH program 
founder Dr. Thomas Silva, Meaghan Hamilton NP, Lourdes Bravo, and Camila Elizondo NP.

Award recipients Dr. Thomas Silva and the CATCH program team are pictured at the Art of 
Health Care fundraising gala.

Bobby Gramer, Libby DiTomasso, Larry Keegan Jr., Jacqueline Gramer, Tim Ajibola, and Jack 
Charette.
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GREENWAY 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR FANUELE
PROVIDES 
RENOVATION 
UPDATE

EAST BOSTON - Kee-
ley Fanuele, the executive 
director of the Friends of 
the Mary Ellen Welch Gre-
enway, joined the Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Asso-
ciation’s (JPNA) monthly 
meeting last week to pro-
vide information on ren-
ovations that are slated to 
leave parts of the Greenway 
closed for what could be an 
extended period.  

The renovations, which 
according to Fanuele are 
being conducted by the city 
and aim to reduce storm-
water and coastal flooding, 
provide cool spots to help 
mitigate urban heat islands, 
and promote tree health, 
are set to take place on the 
city-owned portion of the 
Greenway, from Porter to 
Marginal Street, or more 
specifically, from “the blue 
caboose to the dog park.” 

“I’m sure many of you 
know — who use the Gre-
enway — that flooding is a 
huge issue and has been a 
huge issue, so that is really 
the main focus of the proj-
ect,” said Fanuele. 

“They’re going to raise 
paths in certain areas, 
they’re going to kind of 
build boardwalks in other 
areas with rain gardens un-
derneath…so we’re hoping 
that it will make a huge im-
provement.”

Construction, which was 
initially scheduled to begin 
in the spring, has been post-
poned until this fall, poten-
tially around October, ac-
cording to Fanuele, to allow 
the area to be used during 
the summer. 

When construction be-
gins, Fanuele said that the 
entire section, which in-
cludes Gove Street Cross-
ing, will be closed for the 
duration of the project. 

“A lot of people have 
asked, you know, can they 
close it in sections. They’ve 
told me they cannot close 
it in sections, they cannot 
have the Gove Street Cross-
ing open during the entirety 
of the construction project,” 
she said. 

Additionally, a detour is 
being planned, and signage 
is slated to be provided by 
the city. Fanuele also noted 
that City Councilor Gabrie-
la Coletta Zapata is organiz-
ing a community meeting to 
gather feedback regarding 
the detour. 

As for the duration of the 
closure, Fanuele said, “It 
would be October of 2025 
until December of 2026. 
So, apparently, that is a hard 
stop date that they must be 
finished for the grant that 

they received — the city.” 
“It could potentially get 

pushed back, but my un-
derstanding is that it must 
be finished by December 
31st of 2026. So, basically, 
we’re looking at a year and 
a half.” 

JPNA Board Members 
Andrew Pike and Tyler 
Lane commented that the 
aforementioned duration 
seemed long, to which Fan-
uele agreed and later indi-
cated she would follow up 
with the project team to get 
more information that could 
be shared at a future JPNA 
meeting. 

It should be noted that 
the project webpage on the 
city’s website (https://www.
boston.gov/departments/
parks-and-recreation/proj-
ect/improvements-mary-el-
l e n - w e l c h - g r e e n -
way#whos-involved) does 
not provide a specific pro-
jected completion date; 
instead, it states that the 
project is expected to be 
completed in 2026. 

However, a presentation 
slideshow from a meeting 
in October, found at the link 
above, contains a timeline 
that indicates it would open 
in “late-2026.” 

The East Boston Times 
inquired about the project-
ed completion date with 
the project manager, Amy 
Linné. Grace Burke, a mar-
keting and communications 
specialist with the Boston 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment, responded via 
email noting that sched-
ules can change due to 
unforeseen circumstances 
but wrote, “we are target-
ing a construction start in 
mid-October and comple-
tion in late 2026,” adding, 
“while we were originally 
planning to start in summer 
2025, we received commu-
nity requests to wait until 
after this summer to start 
construction to ensure that 
the Greenway would only 
be closed for one summer 
season.”

In the meantime, Fanu-
ele noted that she is excited 
about many things happen-
ing at the Greenway this 
summer. 

Specifically, plans are 
in place for events such 
as concerts and other pro-
gramming throughout the 
summer. For more informa-
tion, visit https://maryellen-
welchgreenway.org/. 

To stay up to date with ev-
erything going on with the 
Greenway, visit the afore-
mentioned link or follow 
its social media accounts 
on Instagram at https://
www.instagram.com/mary-
ellenwelchgreenway, and 
Facebook at https://www.
facebook .com/peop le /
Friends-of-the-Mary-Ellen-
Welch-Greenway.

VAN CAMPEN 
LAUNCHES 
CAMPAIGN FOR 
MAYOR OF EVERETT

EVERETT - “The city is 
hungry for change.” That 
was the message from Ev-
erett City Councilor Robert 
Van Campen, who officially 
launched his campaign for 
Mayor of Everett today.

Van Campen pulled nom-
ination papers today to offi-
cially launch his campaign, 
which will focus on restor-
ing public trust, improving 
public education, ensuring 
responsible development, 
and building a city govern-
ment that works for all Ev-
erett residents.

“This is about change. 
Change in leadership, 
change in direction, and 
change in how we oper-
ate as a government,” Van 
Campen said. “Everett resi-
dents deserve honest, trans-
parent leadership that works 
for them and solves real 
problems like school over-
crowding, housing afford-
ability, and neighborhood 
quality of life. It is time to 
move Everett forward.”

Van Campen moved to 
Everett at 17 and has spent 
his adult life in the city. He 
has raised a family here, 
served his neighbors, and 
fought for good govern-
ment. The son of a military 
veteran and a working-class 
family, he watched his par-
ents achieve their American 
Dream when they bought 
their first home here in Ev-
erett. Today, that dream is 
out of reach for too many 
families. As mayor, he said, 
he will work to make that 
dream more possible again 
for working families across 
the city.

Van Campen has served 
on Everett’s Common 
Council, Board of Alder-
men, and currently rep-
resents Ward 5 on the City 
Council. A municipal and 
labor attorney, he recently 
led the City Council’s call 
for state action to recoup 
$180,000 in improper lon-
gevity payments made to 
the current mayor.

“That scandal did not 
just expose one incident. It 
brought to the surface deep-
er problems in our govern-
ment,” Van Campen said. 
“A lack of transparency, a 
lack of accountability, and 
too often a lack of honesty 
in how our city operates. It 
is time for Everett to turn 
the page and bring the focus 
back to the people.”

Van Campen said his 
campaign will prioritize 
community engagement 
and ensure that Everett res-
idents have a voice in shap-
ing the city’s future.

“Ultimately, the people of 
Everett are the ones whose 
voices should take priority,” 
he said. “We need leader-
ship that will listen, act with 
integrity, and move this city 
forward.”

Following is the list of 
candidates who have pulled 
nomination papers for the 
2025 election:
MAYOR
Carlo DeMaria, Jr.
Peter Pietrantonio
Robert J. VanCampen

COUNCIL AT LARGE
Katy L. Rogers
Wayne A. Matewsky
Michael K. Marchese
John F. Hanlon
Stephanie V. Smith
Matthew L. Costello
Darren Costa
Guerline Alcy Jabouin
Millie J. Cardello
Janene Star Johnson
Angelmarie A. DiNunzio
COUNCIL WARD 1
Peter A. Napolitano
Michele Capone
COUNCIL WARD 2
Balwinder Singh Gill
Stephanie N. Martins
COUNCIL WARD 3
Anthny N. DiPierro
Maria R. Bussell
Janene Star Johnson
COUNCIL WARD 4
Holly Garcia
COUNCIL WARD 5
Vivian Nguyen
COUNCIL WARD 6
Alfred John Lattanzi
Peter Pietrantonio
SCHOOL COM. 
AT LARGE
Samantha M. Hurley
James A. Booker
Joseph A. LaMonica
Kristin N. Bairos
Darren Costa
Millie J. Cardello
SCHOOL COM. WARD 1
Margaret A. Cornelio
SCHOOL COM. WARD 2
Jason Marcus
Joanna Michelle Garren
SCHOOL COM. WARD 3
Jeanne M. Cristiano
Leonard Henry Jordan
SCHOOL COM. WARD 4
Robin M. Babcock
SCHOOL COM. WARD 5
Marcony Almeida Barros
SCHOOL COM. WARD 6
Joseph A. D’Onofrio
Thomas E. Abruzzese

WONDERLAND 
EMINENT DOMAIN 
CASE SCHEDULED  
FOR 2026 

REVERE  -  The emi-
nent domain lawsuit filed 
by the former owners of the 
33-acre Wonderland site is 
scheduled to begin in Sep-
tember of next year.

At a Suffolk Superior 
Court hearing on May 14, 
the city requested a delay 
in the start of the trial as the 
city brought additional legal 
counsel on board to assist 
with the case.

Peter Flynn of Flynn 
Law, which is representing 
the former owners of the 
property, CBW Lending, 
LLC, has expressed frustra-
tion at the delay of the trial 
and what he characterized 
as the city dragging its feet 
in sitting down to come to a 
settlement in the case.

The city paid $29.5 mil-
lion for the Wonderland 
property in 2022 for use as 
the site of the new Revere 
High School, as well as po-
tential commercial develop-
ment.

In early 2023, CBW 
Lending filed its lawsuit in 
order to obtain what it calls 
a fair price for the property. 
Flynn said the former own-
ers have not questioned the 

taking of the property, only 
the fact that the city paid a 
severely undervalued price.

Flynn has stated that the 
actual value of the land is 
closer to the $100 million 
range. Over the past year, 
Flynn and attorney John 
Scopa have been working 
to determine the true value 
of the property as of the No-
vember, 2022 taking date.

Flynn has said the biggest 
difficulty in the case has 
been the difficulty in sitting 
down with city officials and 
their legal counsel in order 
to reach a settlement. At the 
May 14 court hearing, Flynn 
said he was surprised to hear 
that attorney John Leonard, 
who is providing counsel 
for the city in the case, was 
considering retirement and 
that Revere had brought on 
the firm of Foley Hoag to 
assist with the case.

In a statement, Mayor 
Patrick Keefe’s office said 
that the city currently has no 
comment about the status of 
the lawsuit.

“At its inception, the City 
retained the services of At-
torney John S. Leonard as 
outside counsel to defend 
the City,” the statement 
continued. “John is one of 
the state’s premiere emi-
nent domain attorneys with 
over 60 years of experience 
defending cities and towns. 
To support John, the City 
recently added the services 
of the law firm Foley Hoag 
to assist with the litigation.  

“The trial is expected 
to begin sometime in Sep-
tember 2026,” the mayor’s 
office continued. “We un-
derstand this to be the larg-
est eminent domain case in 
Massachusetts’ history, so 
the City is obligated to its 
residents to expend all nec-
essary resources to defend 
taxpayer dollars.”

Flynn said that as early 
as 2023, his law office was 
trying to convince the City’s 
counsel that the matter 
could be resolved by open-
ing lines of communication, 
and sharing information and 
documents.

In February of this year, 
Flynn said the plaintiff’s 
counsel reiterated that de-
fense counsel and their ex-
perts could present to any-
one representing the city, 
but were under no obliga-
tion to provide any infor-
mation or documents sup-
porting the City’s valuation 
opinions or refuting those 
of CBW. Flynn said he and 
Scopa and their primary 
valuation expert,made a 
two-hour presentation to the 
City with visual aids, plans, 
zoning data, and sales data 
laying out the entire case 
and addressing every issue 
involved. 

“This was an extraordi-
nary display of good faith 
and the desire to move the 
case with great judicial 
economy,” Flynn said. “The 
City’s special eminent do-
main counsel, John Leon-
ard, City Solicitor, and the 
City appraiser attended the 
meeting and watched the 

presentation.
The City appraiser, Mr. 

Coleman, photographed ev-
ery slide presented.” 

Flynn stated that the city 
is fully aware already of 
virtually every factual ar-
gument and legal argument 
the plaintiffs were and are 
making. “Rather than use 
this meeting as the genesis 
for settlement discussions, 
the City’s representatives 
treated it as free discovery, 
presented not a scintilla of 
schematics, documents, 
plans, photos, or opinions 
of any kind, and simply 
walked out the door,” Flynn 
said.

Flynn stated that if the 
city is looking out for the 
taxpayers of Revere, 

It has been in a position 
for 2-½ years to engage any 
necessary experts to address 
any and all claims of the 
plaintiff and also to respond 
to countless inquiries rela-
tive to settlement. 

“Similarly, if the City 
truly intended to reduce the 
witness list, it would have 
responded to the plain-
tiff’s repeated suggestions 
that many issues affecting 
value were not in dispute 
and, such, certain experts 
could be eliminated on both 
sides,” Flynn stated. “The 
CBW clients made abun-
dantly clear what issues, 
topics, and opinions it will 
present at trial, and the City 
has done nothing to narrow 
the issues or make any of-
fers of settlement.”

COUNCIL, 
PLANNING BOARD 
HOLD 3A HEARING 

WINTHROP - The town 
council and planning board 
held a joint public hearing 
on the planning board’s pro-
posed MBTA Communities 
Act 3A compliance plan last 
week at the Deleo Senior 
Center.

Last year, the town coun-
cil voted not to submit an 
MBTA 3 compliance plan 
recommended by the plan-
ning board.

Thanks to a State Su-
preme Judicial Court ruling 
earlier this year, the town 
council had additional time 
to reconsider a compliance 
plan, with the town being 
in compliance until the 
middle of July. The 3A act 
requires communities to es-
tablish zones for multi-fam-
ily housing in communities 
with or adjacent to MBTA 
transportation.

In January the state court 
ruled that communities act 
is constitutional, but that the 
current housing guidelines 
are unenforceable. The new 
state ruling establishes that 
3A is now a state regulation, 
rather than guidelines.

At last week’s public 
hearing, Town Manager 
Tony Marino and the plan-
ning board said that other 
than the change from guide-
lines to regulations from 
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“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

On  Sunday residents, families and friends of the Our Lady of Lourdes Parish gathered at Grotto 
Park in Beachmont for the Annual outdoor mass (shown above). In his sermon, Fr. Leonard 
pointed out that in just two days, June 17, the first cornerstone of the Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church was laid in the ground. The church was sold by the Archdiocese, under years of protest, 
and devoted parishioners and friends gather at Grotto Park across from their sacred church in 
remembrance of their loved ones and family celebrations held at the church. Shown below-left, 
Fr. Leonard welcomes all to Annual Our Lady of Lourdes Outdoor Mass, thanking God for a 
beautiful morning to celebrate life. Shown below-right, receiving communion Tom Feeley and 
State Representative Jeff Turco. 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES ANNUAL OUTDOOR MASS

Those we love don’t go away. 
They walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always 
near, still loved, still missed.

Delia J. Connors 
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South Boston Beaches’ water once again ranked among the safest for beachgoers
Special to the Record

In the 2024 Beach Sea-
son Water Quality Report 
Card by Save the Harbor/
Save the Bay, the data has 
shown that South Boston’s 
beaches remain the cleanest 
urban beaches in the coun-
try. Pleasure Bay and City 
Point each maintained a 
perfect 100% safety rating, 
and Nantasket, M Street and 
Carson Beaches received 
high grades as usual.  

Meanwhile, Wollaston 
Beach in Quincy continued 
to perform well, scoring 
88% for the third year in a 
row after improving their 
stormwater and sewer sys-
tems over the past several 
years. 

“We’re so proud of Amer-
ica’s First Public Beach 
being one of the region’s 
cleanest public beaches,” 
said MBC Commissioner 
Rep. Jessica Giannino. “I’m 
incredibly pleased to see the 
breadth of programming 
being planned this summer 
through the Better Beaches 
Program, like weekly morn-
ing yoga, the West Indies 
cultural celebration, and 
of course the International 
Sand Sculpting Competi-
tion.” 

The 2024 Beach Season 
Water Quality Report Card 
uses data collected by the 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation (DCR) 
to assess water quality at 
public beaches from Nah-
ant to Nantasket including 
Lynn, Nahant, Revere, Win-
throp, East Boston, South 
Boston, Dorchester, Quincy, 
and Hull (see table below). 

“Through decades of 
smart policies and invest-
ment in critical infrastruc-
ture, our beaches continue 
to remain safe, clean spac-
es for gathering and enjoy-

ment,” said Senator Bren-
dan Crighton, Co-Chair of 
the Metropolitan Beaches 
Commission. “With the ac-
celeration of climate change 
and growing threats to this 
environmental progress, we 
must double down on that 
commitment to ensure our 
beaches remain resilient, 
equitable spaces for every-
one.” 

“As a Commission, we 
are incredibly grateful to 
DCR for its commitment to 
maintaining a rigorous test-
ing system for our swim-
ming beaches, and to Save 
the Harbor for continuing 
to provide this terrific re-
source,” said Rep. Adri-
an Madaro, Co-Chair of 
the Metropolitan Beaches 

Commission. “The Report 
Card has been a great tool 
to show the great overall 
quality here in Massachu-
setts and I hope it will give 
people the confidence to get 
out and enjoy our spectacu-
lar state beaches.” 

Though most of the re-
gion’s beaches performed 
consistent with expecta-
tions, Save the Harbor did 
note a dramatic drop at 
Savin Hill in Dorchester, 
and a low rating for Nahant 
Beach, typically one of the 
region’s cleanest beaches. 

“Nahant Beach and Sav-
in Hill are historically clean 
beaches,” said Save the 
Harbor Executive Director 
Chris Mancini. “In an effort 
to understand what is hap-

pening at Nahant Beach, we 
are partnering with DCR, 
Save King’s Beach and 
Northeastern University to 
collect daily samples this 
summer. We hope the addi-
tional data will indicate ei-
ther that there is a declining 
trend at this beach – possibly 
due to warming ocean tem-
peratures or a new source of 
contamination – or that it’s 
simply coincidental vari-
ability due to the timing of 
the weekly test. The latter is 
the likely cause of the Savin 
Hill decline, as it is adjacent 
to Malibu Beach and typ-
ically performs as well as 
that location.” 

“At DCR we’re com-
mitted to ensuring that all 
Massachusetts residents 

have access to clean wa-
ter for recreation and that 
our beaches are welcoming 
spaces that provide a safe 
and fun environment to cool 
down for rising summer 
temperatures,” said DCR 
Commissioner Brian Arri-
go. “DCR performs water 
quality testing throughout 
the summer at all our wa-
terfronts, and we work with 
our partners at the Depart-
ment of Public Health to 
inform the public of these 
results on our park alerts 
page and their water qual-
ity dashboard. Despite the 
rainfall so far this year, dil-
igent water quality testing 
has shown that our beaches 
remain safe places for fam-
ilies and residents to recre-

ate.  We urge all beachgoers 
to wait 24 hours after heavy 
rainfall before hitting the 
water, to keep their animals 
away from waterfronts, 
and to monitor DCR’s park 
alerts webpage for any im-
pacts to their favorite swim-
ming locations.” 

Aside from these ex-
ceptions, beachgoers can 
choose from 12 other reli-
ably clean beaches, most 
of which are accessible by 
public transportation. 

Currently the beaches 
use a posting and flagging 
system to alert the public to 
high bacteria levels. Unfor-
tunately, the best technolo-
gy available takes 24 hours 

2024 Water Quality Report Card

Beach 
Six-year average 

safety rating  
 (2019-2024) 

202420232022 2021 2020 2019 

Pleasure Bay 100%100% 100%100% 100% 100% 100% 
City Point 100%100%100%100% 100% 100% 100% 
Nantasket 97%92%98%94% 100% 98% 97% 
M Street 96%94%100%94% 94% 94% 100% 
Carson 96%91%91%100% 92% 100% 100% 
Revere 92%86%89%98% 94% 100% 87% 
Constitution 92%86%88%97% 91% 98% 90% 
Short 90%83%94%94% 89% 94% 88% 
Winthrop 89%80%82%94% 100% 100% 78% 
Wollaston 86%88%88%88% 82% 85% 87% 
Nahant 84%78%80%81% 77% 96% 93% 
Malibu 84%83%76%95% 73% 91% 83% 
Savin Hill 80%68%80%94% 70% 89% 79% 
Tenean 74%71%73%89% 63% 79% 67% 
King’s  69%66%55%74% 68% 70% 79% 
All Beaches (avg.)88%84%85%93% 86% 93% 89%

the state, little in 3A has 
changed. 

The plan submitted by the 
planning board is essential-
ly the same as the one the 
town council voted not to 
accept last year. The plan-
ning board will hold a vote 
to officially recommend 
the plan to the city council, 
which will then have anoth-
er opportunity to vote on 
whether to accept it or not.

At last week’s public 
hearing, there was discus-
sion among those in favor of 
passing the compliance plan 
stating that a failure to pass 
it would result in a possible 
lawsuit for the town and the 
loss of potential grants that 
could assist Winthrop with 
its much-needed flood mit-
igation efforts.

Those against approval 
of the compliance plan not-
ed that the 3A law is a major 
overstep by the state forcing 
the hands of the town, and 
added that the Winthrop 
Says No to 3A group has 
several active court suits for 
both exemptions and in op-
position to 3A.

“The courts ruled that the 
guidelines weren’t legal, so 
they had to make regula-
tions,” said Marino. “The 
state then went through the 
process and promulgat-
ed new regulations with a 
public comment period. Es-
sentially, other than a few 
minor changes, it didn’t im-
pact us, it put out the same 
regulations that mirrored 
the guidelines.”

Marino said the town 
contacted its consultant on 
3A, RKG, and asked if the 
old plan recommended by 
the planning board worked 
under the new regulations 
and they stated that it did.

“The 3A Communities 
law requires all commu-
nities with access to the T, 
rail, and bus to add zoning 

to allow for increased den-
sity beyond single-family 
dwellings,” said Marino. 
“Winthrop already meets 
these density requirements 
in many areas, and has 
multi-family buildings, but 
is not zoned for what exists 
today.”

“3A in Winthrop requires 
adding overlay districts to 
allow for the 882 units,” 
said Marino. “We did get 
221 credits, off-site units, 
for the (Central Business 
District), it didn’t change 
any of the zoning down 
there, but because of the 
work we already did, we get 
to back 221 off of the 882, 
which brings us back down 
to zoning for 661.”

The planning board pro-
posal that was brought for-
ward last year contains two 
overlay districts that are not 
currently zoned for the ex-
isting density, Marino said. 

“No new units can be 
built under this proposal,” 
he said. “The units already 
exist at Seal Harbor and 
Governor’s Park.”

The zoning overlay dis-
tricts would actually allow 
for fewer units than already 
exist on the sites, Marino 
said.

“Seal Harbor Road par-
cels, there are 394 existing 
units, if this goes through, 
then the 3A zoning would 
only be zoned for 333 
units,” said Marino. “Gov-
ernor’s Park, again, 393 ex-
isting units, would be zoned 
for 336.”

Marino said the proposal 
complies with the state law 
without allowing for any 
new units and that non-com-
pliance can and would lead 
to a loss of grant funding, 
especially for infrastructure, 
as well as forced compli-
ance from the state.

During the public hear-
ing, Cassie Witthaus said 

that the discussion over 
3A has gone in circles for 
too long, with some of the 
council members refusing 
to acknowledge facts and 
the consequences for their 
actions.

“You are all elected to 
lead and make decisions for 
our community that are fis-
cally responsible,” Witthaus 
said. “Members of this com-
munity just came together 
and made extensive efforts 
to pass an override for our 
schools and a bond to fund 
the new fire station. There is 
a belief around town that the 
council manufactures crises 
and then asks the commu-
nity to bail the community 
out.”

Witthaus said the town 
has already done the work 
to provide multi-family 
housing in the town, and 
that it just needs the zoning 
to reflect that work.

“Our community could 
benefit from the grant pro-
grams that Winthrop will 
now be ineligible for if 
leadership continues to dis-
regard compliance require-
ments,” she said.

Diana Viens of Winthrop 
Says No to 3A said she felt 
bad for people that believe 
that voting in a compliance 
plan for 3A will do anything 
to bring grant funding into 
the town for flooding or oth-
er infrastructure projects.

“In terms of the grants, 
we don’t get any money 
from the four grants stated 
in the law, we have said that 
multiple times, we get zero 
dollars,” said Viens. “With 
respect to the 13 grants that 
3A compliance has taken 
into consideration for which 
are in the regulations, which 
are about to get tossed, by 
the way … we get approx-
imately, and we have done 
the math, $2.18 per person 
per year. So if you value 

your freedom, perhaps ev-
eryone will talk up $2.18 
per year to deal with that.”

Viens said Winthrop Says 
No to 3A has two active ex-
emption cases in Superior 
Court, as well as a challenge 
to the emergency and now 
permanent regulations.

“In our unfunded man-
date exemption, we’ve de-
tected $1.2 million in direct 
costs associated with com-
pliance with 3A,” she said. 

Michael Herbert also 
spoke in opposition to the 
3A compliance, noting that 
of the people he talks to 
who know about the regula-
tions in town, the vast ma-
jority do not want them. He 
noted that there are already 
numerous multi-family 
housing projects going up 
around the town.

“We’re taking care of it 
ourselves already, so why 
do we need people from 
outside telling us what to 
do?” he said.

Vasili Mallios noted that 
the town cannot guarantee 
that the 3A compliance plan 
will result in no new hous-
ing.

“This law states, in the 
letters that other communi-
ties have received, that if the 
guidelines were to change, 
you must comply,” Mallios 
said. “So if they change the 
district, they change the 
number of units per acre, 
we’re going to have to com-
ply, and I believe we had a 
previous councilor who said 
… let’s just comply now and 
if they change it again, then 
we won’t back off. Well, it 
is a lot harder to take it off 
the books once we comply; 
just say no, make it easy, we 
move on.”

Ward 6 Councilor John 
DaRos made several com-
ments on the 3A compli-
ance plan as the chair of the 
finance subcommittee and a 

member of the town’s cli-
mate commission.

“I’ve heard a lot of peo-
ple talk about, where are the 
grants? What grants have 
we received in the past and 
why is it a big deal?” he 
said. “We’ve received over 
$1 million in municipal 
vulnerable communities, 
MVP, grants over the past 
decade to help us with vari-
ous projects around climate 
resiliency. We have met as a 
climate commission every 
month since last August; we 
have eight defined hotspots 
in the town, including some 
that have been mentioned 
here tonight.”

DaRos said that address-
ing the climate issues in 
those areas around the town 
could cost at least $50 mil-
lion. He added that the town 
currently has $5.5 million in 
reserve funds.

“You do the math,” 
DaRos said. “I totally ap-
preciate people’s sentiments 
around development; when 
you look at Revere Beach, 
you see how it has been 
developed; when you look 
at the Seaport and you see 
how it has been developed 
… is there a reason some-
times to mistrust, particu-
larly for-profit developers? 
Yes.

“The reason I am voting 
yes for this plan is because 
of the great work of the 
planning board, because 
their task was to thread the 
needle, comply with a state 
law that we must comply 
with or face the consequenc-
es … but do it in a way that 
results in zero impact to the 
town,” DaRos continued. 
“If you don’t agree with ab-
solute zero, hopefully you 
will agree that it is a mini-
mal impact.”

Council President Jim 
Letterie noted that the intent 
of the law was for the state 

to address the housing crisis 
and needed MBTA commu-
nities to address that crisis.

“The goal of the state is to 
not have zero units built in 
the town; that’s just not the 
intent of the law,” said Let-
terie. “I look at the grants, 
and although we are not 
reliant on every grant out 
there, and we have asked 
for grants in the past and we 
have received some, and ha-
ven’t received most. There 
is a cost to every grant we 
do.

“We would all love to get 
$75 million in grants and fix 
every issue we have; that’s 
not going to happen,” he 
continued.

Letterie said that on one 
side of the coin, the town is 
expecting that if it complies 
with 3A, it is going to get 
state money, but he said it 
is not guaranteed. He add-
ed that there can also be no 
guarantee that there will be 
zero new units as a result of 
the law.

“I think most, pro and 
con, would agree that it is 
not a great law,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of bad laws 
… but I think most would 
agree that this is not a very 
good law. It’s been incred-
ibly divisive to many com-
munities.”

The council president 
noted that Winthrop has 
been ahead of the curve 
in the state when it comes 
to zoning for and building 
multi-family housing.

“We did a lot of zon-
ing over the last 20 years 
between the CBD and the 
waterfront district and such 
that have created a tremen-
dous amount of potential 
units,” said Letterie. “Not 
all of them are built yet, but 
it looks like many will be 
built.”

See BEACHES Page 11
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-05

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Adonay Cortez Amaya
For Special Permit seeking 
approval for a Driveway 
Opening Permit which does 
not meet the minimum 
requirements for front 
yard setback, within five 
(5) feet of a side lot line, 
nor within five (5) feel of a 
wall containing windows at 
the premises known as:
24 Louis Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Axe 
Entertainment, 

Inc. d/b/a Torito 
Restaurant & Lounge 

73 Winnissimet Street, 
Chelsea MA

Chelsea Licensing Commis-
sion, July 10, 2025

Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, July 10, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the City 
Council Chambers, Chelsea 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA, to consider 
a New Amusement & Enter-
taiment license application 
to Axe Entertainment, Inc. 
d/b/a Torito Restaurant & 
Lounge at 73 Winnissimet 
Street, Chelsea, MA.  
02150.  Please be advised 
that you must notify all 
abutters, via Certified 
Return Receipt mail, of this 
hearing.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-08

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

will be held on:
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd 
Floor, 500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Gamble Associates/David 
Gamble
For Special Permits and 
Variances seeking approval 
for the demolition of an 
existing residential struc-
ture and the construction 
of an educational center 
that does not meet require-
ments for minimum rear 
yard setback, minimum 
lot size, minimum side 
yard setback, minimum 
frontage, maximum floor 
area ratio, maximum 
height, maximum lot 
coverage, and minimum 
off-street parking spaces at 
the premises known as:
50 Heard Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-09

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd 
Floor, 500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Quitiana Moreno Goff
For Special Permit to 
allow parking of a vehicle 
within the front yards 
setback and within five 
feet of a side lot line at the 
premises known as:
157-161 Congress Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-10

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd 
Floor, 500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Chelsea Hospitality LLC

For Special Permit and 
Variance to demolish an 
existing structure and 
the construction of a 
thirty-four (34) residential 
dwelling unit structure 
which does not meet the 
requirements for minimum 
side yard setback, maxi-
mum height, maximum 
floor area ratio, minimum 
lot size, minimum rear 
yard setback, maximum 
density, maximum number 
of stories, required park-
ing, maximum coverage 
and maximum front yard 
setback at the premises 
known as:
34-62 Winnisimmet Street 
& 14-20 Pembroke Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-11

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd 
Floor, 500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Treetop Investments, LLC
For Special Permit and 
Variance seeking approval 
to demolish a structure 
and for the construction of 
a fifteen (15) residential 
dwelling unit structure 
which does not meet the 
requirements for minimum 
front yard setback, off 
street parking, minimum 
lot size, minimum side 
yard setback, minimum 
rear yard setback, 
maximum lot coverage, 
maximum height, mini-
mum usable open space, 
maximum floor area ratio, 
maximum number of 
stories, maximum density, 
minimum aisle access 
width, and side and rear 
yard required parking 
setback at the premises 
known as:
816-818 Broadway
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-06

Notice is hereby given 

in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, July 8, 2025
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Surinder Saini President, 
Canadian Liquors LLC – 
DBA Broadway Variety 2
For Special Permit seeking 
approval for the use of 
a Liquor Store at the 
premises known as:
469 Eastern Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-07

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Special 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held on:
Tuesday, July 15, 2025
Council Chambers, 3rd 
Floor, City Hall, 500 
Broadway,
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Boston Provisions LLC 
(f/k/a SEA2050 LLC)
For Major Site Plan Review 
to establish a seafood 
processing and distribution 
facility in the Industrial 
(I) District and extend 
the use into the adjoining 
lot in the Naval Hospital 
Commercial (NHC) District 
at the premises known as:
100 Justin Drive
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

6/26/25, 7/3/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:House of 
Ermias. LLC. 

d/b/a Chelsea 
Bud

267 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing 
Commission, 

July 10, 2025
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, July 10, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the City 
Council Chambers, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA.  
For a Cannabis License 
Change of Hours from 9 

am to 9 pm requesting to 
change to 8 am to 12 am 
(midnight) for House of 
Ermias, LLC. d/b/a Chel-
sea Bud at 267 Broadway, 
Chelsea MA.  Please be 
advised that you must 
notify, via Certified Return 
Receipt mail, all abutters 
to the licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONSERVATOR OR
OTHER PROTECTIVE
ORDER PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304 & §5-405
Docket No.
SU25P1363PM
In the matter of:
Joan Maloney
Of: Chelsea, MA
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has 
been filed by Massachu-
setts General Hospital of 
Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Joan Maloney is in 
need of a Conservator or 
other protective order and 
requesting that (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine 
that the Respondent is 
disabled, that a protective 
order or appointment of a 
Conservator is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
conservator is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
07/14/2025. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
by the return date, action 
may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 16, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

06/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Mell’s 
Tires & Auto 

Services 
Chelsea Inc.

200-224 Everett 
Avenue, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing 

Commission, 
July 10, 2025

Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, July 10, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the City 
Council Chambers, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA.  
For a New Garage and 
Repair License for Mell’s 
Tires & Auto Services 
Chelsea Inc. at 200-224 
Everett Avenue, Chelsea 
MA.  Please be advised 
that you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters to the 
licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

6/19/25, 6/26/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE 
By virtue of and in 
execution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Scott J. 
Richards to Rockland Trust 
Company dated August 3, 
2017 and recorded with 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 58346, 
Page 98, and covering 
the premises located 21 
Jefferson Avenue, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts  (the “Prem-
ises”) of which mortgage 
Rockland Trust Company 
is the present holder, for 
breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing, 
the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on July 22, 
2025  at 11:00 AM, at 
or upon the mortgaged 
premises located at 21 
Jefferson Avenue, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, more par-
ticularly described below, 
being all and singular the 
premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:
The land in Chelsea, in 
the County of Suffolk and 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, and being the 
Westerly part of Lot 105 
Jefferson Avenue on Plan 
of Chelsea Highlands by 
Joseph R. Carr, C.E. dated 
June 22, 1882, recorded 
with Suffolk Deeds, Book 
1567, Page 153, and being 
numbered 21 on said 
Jefferson Avenue, bounded 
and described as follows:
Beginning on Jefferson 
Avenue at the division 
line between Lots #105 
and #106 on said 
plan and then running 
EASTERLY on said Jefferson 
Avenue, twenty-nine (29) 
feet; then turning and 
running SOUTHERLY in 
part through the center of 

a brick partition wall, one 
hundred five (105) feet; 
then turning and running 
WESTERLY twenty-nine 
(29) feet; then turning and 
running NORTHERLY by 
the division line between 
Lots 105 and 106, one 
hundred five (105) feet. 
Containing three thousand 
forty-five (3,045) square 
feet of land, more or less 
and all according to said 
plan, and being shown as 
Lot A on a subdivision plan 
dated January 14, 1921, 
M.L. Goldblatt, Engineer, 
recorded with Suffolk 
Deeds Book 4273, Page 
71. For grantor’s title see 
deed recorded with the 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 55632, 
Page 173.
For informational purpos-
es, the sale is subject to a 
senior mortgage recorded 
with Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
55632, Page 174.
The Mortgagee reserves 
the right to postpone the 
sale to a later date by pub-
lic announcement at the 
time and date appointed 
for the sale and to further 
postpone any adjourned 
sale date by public 
announcement at the time 
and date appointed for the 
adjourned sale date. 
The premises will be 
sold subject to and with 
the benefit of all rights, 
restrictions, easements, 
improvements, outstanding 
tax titles, municipal or 
other public taxes, condo 
liens, assessments, Title 5 
requirements, tenancies, 
rights of possession, 
building and zoning laws, 
betterments, liens or 
claims and all other claims 
in the nature of liens, if 
any there be, insofar as 
the same are still in force 
and applicable to the 
premises. 
In the event of any 
typographical error set 
forth herein in the legal 
description of the premis-
es, the description as set 
forth and contained in the 
mortgage shall control by 
reference.
If the successful bidder 
at the foreclosure sale 
defaults in purchasing 
the property according to 
the terms of this notice 
of sale or the terms of 
the Memorandum of Sale 
executed at the time of the 
foreclosure, the Mortgagee 
reserves the right to sell 
the property by foreclosure 
deed to the second highest 
bidder (or other successive 
bidders, in order of their 
bid) provided that such 
other bidder deposits with 
Mortgagee’s attorneys, 
Kline & Sanders, LLP, the 
amount of the required 
deposit as set forth below 
within three (3) business 
days after written notice 
of default of the previous 
highest bidder and title 
shall be conveyed to such 
other bidder within thirty 
(30) days of the default.
TERMS OF SALE:	
Ten Thousand and 00/100 
Dollars ($10,000.00) is to 
be paid in cash, certified 
check and/or bank 
cashier’s check by the 
Purchaser at the time and 
place of sale. The balance 
of the purchase price is to 
be paid by the Purchaser 
by certified check and/
or bank cashier’s check 
within thirty (30) days 
thereafter at the offices 

of Kline & Sanders, LLP, 
233 Needham Street, Suite 
460, Newton, MA 02464. 
Other terms to be 
announced at the sale.
ROCKLAND TRUST 
COMPANY, 
the present holder of said 
mortgage 
by its attorney,
KLINE & SANDERS, LLP 
233 Needham Street, 
Suite 460
Newton, MA 02464
(617) 964-2200

6/26/25, 7/3/25, 
7/10/25

C

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S 

NOTICE 
OF SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
Mortgage given by Vilma 
Rodriguez to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Home Mortgage, 
its successors and assigns, 
dated April 30, 2007 and 
recorded with the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 41711, Page 61, 
subsequently assigned to 
Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee 
for HarborView Mortgage 
Loan Trust, Mortgage Loan 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2007-5 by Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
American Home Mortgage, 
its successors and assigns 
by assignment recorded 
in said Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds at Book 
51071, Page 277 for 
breach of the conditions 
of said Mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 AM on 
July 10, 2025 at 105 
Washington Avenue, Chel-
sea, MA, all and singular 
the premises described in 
said Mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings 
thereon in said Chelsea 
in said Commonwealth 
being now numbered 105 
Washington Avenue in 
the present numbering of 
said Avenue, and bounded 
and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point on 
Washington Avenue at 
the Southeasterly corner 
of land formerly of John 
Taylor, thence running 
SOUTHEASTERLY by 
land late of said Taylor, 
One hundred two (102) 
feet; thence turning and 
running SOUTHWESTERLY 
along land deeded by 
Samuel W. Mason to John 
Q. Hanson, Fifty (50) feet; 
thence turning and run-
ning NORTHWESTERLY by 
a line drawn parallel with 
the first described land 
and fifty (50) feet distant 
thereform, one hundred 
seven (107) feet to said 
Washington Avenue; 
thence thence turning and 
running NORTHEASTERLY 
by said Washington Ave-
nue, Fifty (50) feet three 
(3) inches to the point 
of beginning. Being the 
same premise conveyed to 
Ricardo Figueroa and Iris 
D. Figueroa from Mary Te-
resa Sefchuck a/k/a Mary 
Theresa Sefchuck dated Oc-
tober 22, 1998 recorded in 
Book 23062, page 206. A 
deed from Iris D. Figueroa 
n/k/a Iris D. Vargas and 
Ricardo Figueroa to Vilma 

Rodriguez to be recorded. 
The premises are to 
be sold subject to and 
with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, 
encroachments, building 
and zoning laws, liens, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
water bills, municipal liens 
and assessments, rights 
of tenants and parties in 
possession, and attorney’s 
fees and costs. 
TERMS OF SALE: 
A deposit of FIFTEEN THOU-
SAND DOLLARS AND 00 
CENTS ($15,000.00) in the 
form of a certified check, 
bank treasurer’s check 
or money order will be 
required to be delivered at 
or before the time the bid 
is offered. The successful 
bidder will be required to 
execute a Foreclosure Sale 
Agreement immediately 
after the close of the 
bidding. The balance of 
the purchase price shall 
be paid within thirty (30) 
days from the sale date 
in the form of a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s 
check or other check 
satisfactory to Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to bid 
at the sale, to reject any 
and all bids, to continue 
the sale and to amend the 
terms of the sale by writ-
ten or oral announcement 
made before or during the 
foreclosure sale. If the sale 
is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid. 
The purchaser shall have 
no further recourse against 
the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney. The description 
of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of an 
error in this publication. 
TIME WILL BE OF THE 
ESSENCE. 
Other terms, if any, to be 
announced at the sale. 
Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company, as Trustee 
for HarborView Mortgage 
Loan Trust, Mortgage Loan 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2007-5 
Present Holder of said 
Mortgage, 
By Its Attorneys, 
ORLANS LAW GROUP PLLC 
PO Box 540540 
Waltham, MA 02454 
Phone: (781) 790-7800 
23-001881

6/19, 6/26,7/03
C

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Regarding
Destruction of
Special Education
Records
Notice is hereby given that 
Northeast Metropolitan 
Regional Vocational School 
intends to destroy the 
Special Education records 
for students who exited 
form any Special education 
program during the 2017-
2018 school year. Any 
student wishing to receive 
these records should con 
tact the Special Education 
office at 781-246-0810 ext. 
1655 prior to 8/8/25. If 
the office is not contacted 
by a student, parent or 
guardian by this date, the 
school district will assume 
consent to destroy the 
Special Education records.

6/25/25, 6/26/35
R,W,C

Everett City Council delays action on soccer stadium referendum
By Cary Shuman

The Everett City Coun-
cil voted to delay action on 
placing a nonbinding ref-
erendum on the ballot to 
determine whether Everett 
residents favor a profes-
sional soccer stadium being 
built on lower Broadway 
until its Aug. 11 meeting. 

The Kraft Group has 
plans to build a 24,000-seat 
soccer stadium on the site of 
a former power plant in Ev-
erett. The stadium would be 
the new home for the New 
England Revolution pro-

fessional soccer team that 
currently plays its home 
games at Gillette Stadium 
in Foxborough. The plans 
also include a new water-
front park. 

Ward 5 Councilor Rob-
ert Van Campen explained 
the rationale for submitting 
the question to the voters of 
Everett.

“My intention is not to 
defeat or put an end to the 
idea of a proposed soccer 
stadium on Lower Broad-
way,” said Van Campen. 
“My sole intention, which 
I’ve spoken about in mul-

tiple committee meetings, 
which I’ve spoken about 
publicly in the community, 
which I have heard loud and 
clear from the community is 
to generate greater commu-
nity engagement over this 
potentially transformative 
project. It’s not to kill it, it’s 
not to defeat it, it’s simply 
to make sure it’s right for 
our community.”

Van Campen added, 
“What has occurred to me is 
that one way to make sure 
that it’s right for our com-
munity is to actually put 
[the referendum] in front of 

the people of Everett.”
C o u n c i l o r - a t - L a rg e 

Stephanie Smith asked that 
the Council delay the vote 
on the referendum issue un-
til August.

“It still gives us time un-
til the Sept. 30 deadline, 
just so that a comprehen-
sive information packet can 
be prepared for the voters 
about what does a nonbind-
ing agreement mean, what 
does it mean to remove the 
parcel from the DPA [Des-
ignated Port Area], and de-
tailing what the community 
impact a professional soccer 

stadium would have on low-
er Broadway,” said Smith. 
“It’s not to kill this, it’s not 
to do anything, it’s just to 
postpone, so that when we 
do go out and put this on the 
ballot, we know what we’re 
voting for.”

Councilor-at-Large John 
Hanlon asked about the po-
tential wording of the ques-
tion on the ballot, adding 
that he wants the question 
to become “completely neu-
tral.”

Van Campen assured 
Hanlon that the ballot ques-
tion “has been worked out 

and it is compliant with the 
statute.”

Ward 6 Councilor Pe-
ter Pietrantonio asked for 
clarification on whether the 
Council’s vote for passage 
of the motion would “auto-
matically” place a referen-
dum on the ballot.

“It still needs the mayor’s 
signature,” said City Clerk 
Sergio Cornelio.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro said he was 
“okay” with postponing a 
vote on the issue “even until 

See STADIUM Page 12
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183 Pauline St | 10am–3pm

Everything that isn't nailed down!
Household small appliances & cookware (lots 

of new ones) Luggage, Women's Clothes, 
Shoes, Backpacks, Business Prof & Casual - all 

seasons, Fur Coats
Furniture (vintage for restoration experts)

2 Twin Beds: frames & mattresses (never used)
2 Heavy Punching Bags and Standing Frame

Much, Much More!! Come & See!

25 WORDS 
FOR ONLY

$5000

Must be paid in advance 
Cash - Credit Card - Money Order

Call (781) 485-0588 
Deadline: Mondays, 12 noon

Scan here for directions to each 
Yard Sale! Look for the Green
Treasure Chest icon

------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classified line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your House? Call to reach over 
50,000 readers. Call 781-485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 week special!

CHELSEA – Apartment for Rent; Second-floor
3-4 Bedroom, New Floors, Stove, Fridge, New Kitchen + Bath
Call 781-844-1133

A short story about a
motorcycle. 

And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student,
Elisabeth Marra had a serious motorcycle
accident that ultimately changed her life.
Two years after the crash, her painful open
fractures had failed to heal. Then she heard
about a new and complex surgery pioneered
by a surgeon who used a patient’s own stem
cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy
were successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-
direct her own career aspirations. Inspired by
the medical professionals who helped her
reclaim her active lifestyle, she changed her
major to study physical therapy—a
profession where her own experience could
help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to
illustrate two of the most profound messages
we know. Don’t give up, and remember to
give back. If reading it inspires just one more
person to achieve something special, then its
telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®

Mammograms Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a year. 
Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345Mammograms Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

Mammograms 
Save Lives. 

All women over 40 should 

have a mammogram once a 

year. Breast cancer found 

early offers the best chance 

to be cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

For more information and 

answers to any of your cancer 

questions, contact us any time, 

day or night.

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org        1.800.ACS.2345

Hope.Progress.Answers.®

to return results, meaning by 
the time the posting goes up, 
the information is already 
out of date. Save the Har-
bor recommends people get 
familiar with their beach’s 
individual characteristics by 
using Department of Public 
Health’s interactive beach 
water quality website.  

Save the Harbor/Save the 
Bay thanks Dr. Judy Peder-
son, former Chair of their 
Beaches Science Advisory 
Committee, Bruce Berman, 
former Director of Strate-
gy & Communications at 
Save the Harbor/Save the 
Bay, and Kelly Coughlin 
of Stony Brook Partners for 
their guidance in develop-
ing the methodology used 
in this report.   

The organization com-
mends Senate President 
Karen Spilka and House 
Speaker Ron Mariano, Met-
ropolitan Beaches Com-
mission Co-Chairs Senator 
Brendan Crighton of Lynn 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro of 
East Boston, and each of the 
legislative and community 
members of the Commis-
sion for their commitment 
to clean water and the re-
gion’s public beaches from 
Nahant to Nantasket. 

They also thank the 
Healey/Driscoll Adminis-
tration, the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority, 

The Massachusetts Exec-
utive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Conservation & Recre-
ation, the Massachusetts 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, and the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health. 

This work is supported 
by JetBlue, the Richard M. 
Saltonstall Charitable Foun-
dation, The Barr Founda-
tion, and The Rose Family 
Foundation.

Save the Harbor/Save the 
Bay is the region’s leading 
voice for clean water and 
continued public invest-
ment in Boston Harbor, the 
region’s public beaches, and 
the Boston Harbor Islands. 
Since 1986, our mission has 
been to restore and protect 
Boston Harbor, Massachu-
setts Bay, and the marine 
environment, and share 
them with the public for ev-
eryone to enjoy. 

Save the Harbor is com-
mitted to making Boston 
Harbor, the Islands, our 
beaches, and our programs 
inclusive, equitable, di-
verse, and accessible to ev-
eryone and anyone. We pro-
vide free programs, events 
and create opportunities for 
people to experience Bos-
ton Harbor and our spectac-
ular urban natural resources 

first-hand, with an emphasis 
on breaking down barriers 
of race, language, income 
and ability. 

The Metropolitan Beach-
es Commission (MBC) 
was created in 2006 by the 
Massachusetts Legislature 
to take an in-depth look at 
the Boston metropolitan 
region’s 15 public beaches 
in Nahant, Lynn, Revere, 
Winthrop, East Boston, 
South Boston, Dorchester, 
Quincy, and Hull which are 
managed by the Department 
of Conservation and Recre-
ation (DCR). 

The MBC is comprised 
of elected officials and 
community leaders from 
Boston and the metropolitan 
region’s waterfront neigh-
borhoods and beachfront 
communities. Its work is 
facilitated by Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay, which has 
served as lead consultant to 
the Commission since its in-
ception.  

The MBC is charged with 
making findings and recom-
mendations to the Legisla-
ture and DCR on ways to 
improve the metropolitan 
region’s public beaches. 
Senator Brendan Crighton 
of Lynn and Representa-
tive Adrian Madaro of East 
Boston are the MBC’s Co-
Chairs.
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inspection station

a/c performance

brakes + oil changes

 Repair park & service 
for your convenience

4 generations of
owned and operated

by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371
manager john digregorio • broadwaymotorsrevere.com

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAYOPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY

Greeting Greeting 
  Pages  Pages

Ready to Go?Ready to Go?

Looking for even greater results? 
Consider an ad in one of our partner-papers

Revere Journal – East Boston Times
Everett Independent – Winthrop Sun Transcript

deb@reverejournal.com
mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

 Special to the Record

The Massachusetts 
House of Representa-
tives passed a sweeping 
economic development 
bill authorizing a nearly 
$4 billion infusion into 
the Commonwealth’s 
economy while mak-
ing wide-ranging policy 
changes to make Massa-
chusetts more competitive. 
The bold investments will 
stimulate new and proven 
industries, support work-
force development and 
talent retention, and mod-
ernize economic growth 
strategies. Provisions of 
the bill will support small 
businesses, communities, 
and cultural development, 
ensuring that businesses 
Main Streets across the 
Commonwealth benefit 
from the economic boost. 

State Representative 
Judith Garcia (D-Chelsea) 
emphasized the transfor-
mative potential of this 

legislation, stating, “col-
laborating to drive eco-
nomic growth across the 
Commonwealth through 
this bill is deeply reward-
ing. I’m humbled and 
proud to advocate for and 
bring tangible opportuni-
ties to Chelsea and Ever-
ett.”

Representative Gar-
cia successfully secured 
$1,150,000 in bond au-
thorizations for economic 

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890

VOLUME 132, No. 39 THURSDAY, NovembeR 21, 2024 35 CENTS

JEFF@JEFFREYBOWEN.COM JEFF@JEFFREYBOWEN.COM 781-201-9488781-201-9488

Are you an investor or landlord?

Are you having a hard time  
  finding quality tenants?

We will list, market, show  your 
property. Check credit, income, 

background, references and draft the 
lease and hand off keys for a smooth 
process. Contact us today!

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day next week 
due to Thanksgiving

 observed  on
Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check chelsearecord.com

Newspaper Group
INDEPENDENT

www.chelsearecord.com

See GARCIA Page 3

The next issue of 
The Chelsea Record will  

be published 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27 
in light of the Thanksgiving 

holiday on Thursday

School committee looks 
to implement district-wide 
cellphone policy

School committee recognizes family liaisons

New Thanksgiving Day rivalry 
for the Red Devils

 
Chelsea High School will host the East Boston High School football team on 

Thanksgiving Eve next week to take on the Jets in year one of a new rivalry.  The 
game is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 27.  Both teams are 
1-8.  East Boston is led by John Parziale, 15th season.  Chelsea is led by David 
Roque. 

Garcia secures $1.1 million 
for Chelsea in newly passed 
economic development billDiDomenico nominates Maltez for Latino Excellence Award

Both Agree
City manager, fire chief in support 
of potential new fire station

By Adam Swift

The city manager and 
the fire chief look to be on 
board with further explo-
ration of building a new 
fire station somewhere 
along the Chelsea water-
front.

Earlier this month, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero introduced a 
motion asking City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez to ex-
plore the feasibility of the 
city building a small fire 
station to handle growth 
and development in that 
portion of the city.

“The Fire Chief and I 

believe that there will be 
a great benefit from ex-
panding the capacity of 
our Fire Department,” 
said Maltez. “Specifically, 
the Fire Chief would like 
(to) pursue the possibility 
of adding an engine, called 
Engine 4. This engine may 
be housed in a smaller 
fire station, as opposed to 
a larger fire building like 
our Central Fire Station.”

Maltez said Fire Chief 
John Quatieri has explored 
the possibility of pre-fab-
ricated buildings that may 
expedite construction and 

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
is working towards im-
plementing a district-wide 
cellphone policy that 
would have students store 
their phones so they would 
be unable to use them 
during the school day.

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta 
presented an update on the 

policy at last week’s com-
mittee meeting. A final 
draft could be in place for 
a vote by the school com-
mittee at its December 
meeting.

“Last year, one of 
our middle schools (the 
Browne) piloted a cell-
phone policy and it went 

State Rep. Judith Garcia.

Special to the Record

Last month, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico nominated 
Chelsea City Manager, 
Fidel Maltez, for the Lati-

no Excellence Award, and 
joined him for a celebra-
tion at the State House. 
The Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus presents these 

awards each year to cele-
brate Latino leaders who 
continue to make positive 
contributions to districts 
throughout the state. “Fi-
del manages the city of 

Chelsea with great vision 
and humility and works 
collaboratively with state 
leaders to ensure all our 

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Chelsea City Manager, Fidel 
Maltez.

Senator DiDomenico with Jennifer Hassell, the Executive 
Director of the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce.

COURTESY PHOTO 

The School Committee recognized the district’s dozen family liaisons with the Name, Strength, and Story award at its Nov. 
14 meeting.

By Adam Swift

Last week, the school 
committee honored the 
district’s dozen parent 
liaisons with its Name, 
Strength, and Story award.

“The reason why our 
family liaisons were se-
lected is because they are 
incredibly committed to 
our families and will do 
anything for our families,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

Abeyta said the liaisons 
love the district’s students 
and families and take on a 
number of different roles 
in the schools, from orga-
nizing back to school days 
and holiday gift shops to 
notifying families about 
potential truancy issues.

“All of them are bilin-

gual, they speak Spanish 
and are able to relate to 
our families,” said Abeyta. 
“Many of our family liai-
sons come from Chelsea, 
so their hearts are here. 
Our family liaisons are he-
roes and our families trust 
our family liaisons.

“We are just so grate-
ful, and we are so blessed 
by the way (they) serve 
and the way they love our 
families and students.”

Abeyta also praised As-
sistant Superintendent Dr. 
Tamara Blake-Canty for 
supervising the family li-
aisons.

“I’ve known Dr. Blake-
Canty for several years, 
and she was a principal 
and I watched her with her 
families, and I said I’m 
going to place the fami-

ly liaisons directly under 
you because I know you 
understand the connec-
tion between teaching and 
learning and families, “ 
said Abeyta. “You have 
led everyone so beautiful-
ly and I want to thank you 
for your leadership with 
such an amazing group.”

School Committee 
Chair Ana Hernandez said 
she was happy to see how 
much the family liaison 
program has developed 
and grown from four liai-
sons to a dozen in recent 
years.

“It has become such a 
vital part of the schools 
and the school committee 
cannot begin to thank you 
enough for everything that 
you do,” said Hernandez.

As a parent and a school 

committee member, 
Claryangeliz Covas Cara-
ballo said she has seen 
firsthand the positive ef-
fect the positions have had 
on students and families.

In addition to acting as 
a bridge between students, 
families, and teachers, 
Covaz Caraballo said the 
family liaisons also help 
families navigate city ser-
vices.

“That is very important 
because a lot of our fami-
lies come to Chelsea with-
out knowing the language, 
the school system, and the 
district,” she said. “It is a 
really massive part of giv-
ing our students the funda-
mentals of belonging and 
significance. For me as a 
parent, that is huge.”

See STATION Page 3

See CELLPHONE Page 2

See AWARD Page 2

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

 Ramadan

 Easter

 Graduation

 Memorial Day

 Juneteenth

 Independence Day

 Back to School

 Rosh Hashanah

 Columbus Day

 Veterans Day

 Thanksgiving

 Xmas/Hanukkah

Scan to view more details 
about the property online

Rare Find! 

FOR RENT

80 Broadway
Revere Office: 1,000 SF with 
Private Parking!

High-visibility Broadway location! This office offers:
 Spacious, customizable layout
 Parking spaces (a Revere rarity!)
 Office or retail space
 Convenient to transit & amenities Don't 

miss out! 
Contact us 

for a showing! 

(617) 699-4190

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

When your dog or cat fac-
es a surgical procedure, you 
must prepare to follow both 
pre-surgical and post-surgi-
cal instructions to ensure a 
safe and speedy recovery. 
Our dog Poppy recently had 
dental surgery with some 
teeth removed. 

Instructions from her 
veterinary hospital includ-
ed calming medication 
and feeding instructions 
before surgery, as well as 
pain and anti-inflammatory 
medication and feeding in-
structions after we took her 
home. Since Poppy has a 
heart murmur, we also fol-
lowed the advice to have an 
echocardiogram performed 
before surgery to enable 
them to make the safest de-
cisions.

Understand and Follow 
Instructions

Most veterinary practic-
es will give you written in-
structions in person or via 
email. Read those carefully 
and ask as many questions 
as you have beforehand. 
There are no “dumb ques-

tions” when it comes to tak-
ing care of your best buddy. 

You may find differences 
from what you have done 
in the past. Different veter-
inarians may have varying 
guidelines, or research has 
revealed a more effective 
approach. For example, this 
was the first time a surgical 
procedure did not require us 
to withhold water. 

“Let her drink,” seemed 
to be new guidance, as the 
team members explained 
that it was easier for them 
to perform procedures like 
drawing blood or inserting a 
catheter in a well-hydrated 
animal.

Ask What’s Normal
After a procedure, you 

should know what’s normal 
and what symptoms mean 
you should check in with 
the professionals. Poppy’s 
procedure ran long, and we 
were alerted that she would 
be very sleepy for a day or 
so. She could only eat soft 
food, nothing that would re-
quire her to chew.

Urinary leakage, which 
can occur due to the amount 

of fluids administered 
during the procedure, may 
be normal after surgery. You 
may not see a bowel move-
ment for up to 48 hours, con-
sidering the fasting period 
before and the medications 
administered or the type of 
procedure performed.

Also normal are being 
excessively sleepy or re-
luctant to move, and Poppy 
developed a post-surgical 
cough. We were sure we 
knew the reason; however, 
we did report it when the 
team checked in the next 
day. They assured us it was 
normal and caused by the 
tube placed in her airway 
to help her breathe the an-
esthesia gas. Poppy’s cough 
went away just as they said 
it would.

Ask about milestones in 
healing that you should see. 
Those might be signals that 
you can allow more exer-
cise, allow jumping up and 
down, give more freedom 
in the home, and go back to 
regular food.

Some Tips from Us
• Turn instruction sheets 

into a checklist of what you 

need to do each day.
• Transfer the pet med-

ication into seven-day pill 
containers to make it easy to 
check.

• Set reminders on your 
phone or other virtual assis-
tant to stay on schedule. 

• Be prepared with a sup-
ply of puppy pads ready to 
protect surfaces from blood 
or urine.

• Create a warm, com-
fortable, quiet atmosphere 

for your little patient.
• Soothing music can 

help your pet relax and get 
deeper, more restful sleep.

• Dry food soaked in wa-
ter or baby food is a good, 
soft meal when required.

• Take photos of the in-
cision daily to compare or 
send to the Vet if you are 
concerned.

• While watching for 
problems, also look for im-
provements that can make 

you feel better.

Finally, the more relaxed 
you are, the more your com-
panion animal will relax. 
They say stress comes down 
the leash, and we have found 
that Poppy always reacts to 
stress in our home.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your request.

City Paws

Surgical caregiving

Our dog Poppy was having a healing snooze after her dental procedure. Puppy pads are great 
to have on hand when you have a furry patient.

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → MAY – JULY ← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
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Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro
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Paul Penta, Jr. 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.
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GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor
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perhaps we have a commu-
nity benefits agreement to 
actually discuss.”

In response to residents 
who have been requesting a 
referendum, DiPierro said, 
“there is a process in the 
city charter for citizen-ini-

tiative petitions.”
Van Campen said after 

considering Smith’s request 
to postpone the Council’s 
vote on a soccer stadium 
referendum, “I don’t object 
to that, and I can appreciate 
her concern about providing 

the public with sufficient 
information before this is 
considered as a ballot mea-
sure.”

Van Campen said unlike 
the vote to allow Encore to 
build a resort/casino in Ev-
erett (which was a binding 

vote and passed by an 86-
13 percent margin), “it’s a 
nonbinding vote. It’s simply 
an expression of sentiment 
that we’re seeking from the 
community in an effort to 
get greater engagement.”


