
By Adam Swift

The national battle over 
immigration policies has 
taken a sizable human toll 
in Chelsea.

Over the past month, 
actions by federal immi-
gration officials in the city 
have made headlines across 
the state. Three weeks ago, 
three teens were arrested by 
ICE (Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement) officials 
outside the Chelsea police 
department as they were re-
leased by police after being 
detained for allegedly firing 

pellet guns.
On Mother’s Day, a Chel-

sea father was arrested by 
ICE officials after leaving 
church. Video obtained by 
Telemundo showed ICE 
agents forcibly removing 
the man from his car and 
wrestling him to the ground 
while several family mem-
bers were still in the car.

While those stories and 
videos made the local news-
casts, several city officials 
stated that many Chelsea 
residents remain fearful 
every day about what will 
happen to them or their 

family members because of 
their immigration status. 

The actions have also 
raised questions from res-
idents about the role the 
police department, state, 
and local officials play in 
enforcing immigration pol-
icies. As a sanctuary city, 
Chelsea police do not en-
force ICE policies or assist 
them with arrests, however, 
they cannot obstruct immi-
gration actions.

Last week, the police de-
partment released a state-
ment seeking to clarify its 
role when federal law en-

forcement agencies, includ-
ing ICE, are present at the 
station while releasing indi-
viduals from its custody.

“The Chelsea Police De-
partment does not partic-
ipate in civil immigration 
enforcement and does not 
notify federal agencies of 
an individual’s release,” 
the statement read. “All 
persons taken into custody 
on criminal charges are, by 
law, fingerprinted, and those 
fingerprints are immedi-
ately entered into state and 
federal databases as part of 
the standard booking pro-
cess. These databases au-
tomatically generate alerts 
to relevant federal law en-
forcement agencies if the 
individual is of interest to 
them.”

By Adam Swift

Lexington and Concord 
get a lot of the glory when it 
comes to the story of Amer-
ican independence.

But this Saturday, Chel-
sea gets its day in the his-
torical sun with a festival 
at Port Park on Marginal 
Street, celebrating the 250th 
anniversary of the import-
ant, but often overlooked, 
Battle of Chelsea Creek 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Battle of Chelsea 
Creek took place from 
May 25 to May 27 in 1775, 
shortly after the shots heard 
‘round the world in Lexing-
ton and Concord. In addi-

tion to being the first naval 
battle of the Revolution-
ary War, the battle marked 
the first instance in which 

American forces captured a 
British warship—the HMS 
Diana.

The festival kicks off this 

Saturday with an official 
opening ceremony featuring 
fife and drum, remarks from 
city and elected officials, 

followed by a special pre-
sentation by John McGough 
of Historical Services, The 
Adjutant General’s Office.

Events planned through-
out the day include:

Parade: From 11.30 a.m. 
- noon at Marginal Street

Opportunity to explore 
the SSV Ernestina-Mor-
rissey, the 1894 schooner 
from the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy, as you 
learn about the first Brit-
ish vessel captured and de-
stroyed—the HMS Dian

Artillery demonstrations 
(12:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 4:00 
p.m.)

Revolutionary-Era Mili-
tia Encampment

Musket Firing Demon-
strations thru the day

A Children’s Spot with 
colonial games, historical 
schoolmaster station, and a 
balloon artist

In addition, there will 
be a Bent Water Brew-
ery beer Garden and local 
food vendors from Tawakal 
Halal Cafe, Bella Isla Ex-
press, Antojitos Latinos 
Chelsea, Orlando’s Fully 
Baked, Boba Tea & Snow 
Ice House, and Lily Jello’s 
Factory. There will also be 
a merch stand hosted by the 
Chelsea Chambers of Com-
merce.
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Our Offices will be 
closed Mon. May 

26th in observation 
of Memorial Day.
Ad deadline for 

next weeks’ paper 
is Friday at noon.

ZBA continues Park Street development 
project to the June 10 meeting

Maltez addresses overnight 
parking enforcement issues

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to 
Memorial  Day on 

May 26, 2025 

City celebrates the Battle of Chelsea Creek this Saturday

By Adam Swift

Parking issues are nev-
er far from the forefront of 
city council and resident 
concerns.

Recently, District 6 
Councilor Giovanni Recu-
pero filed a motion request-
ing that the city manager 
look into ways to increase 
overnight parking enforce-
ment.

“One of the biggest prob-
lems we have is parking, 
and one of the ways we can 
eliminate people from park-
ing all over the place is go-
ing out at night and enforc-
ing the parking program,” 
said Recupero. “I don’t see 
too many people enforcing 
it, I don’t even know how 
many we have.”

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez said the city has a con-
tractor that provides en-
forcement of the regulations 
working in tandem with 
police.

Overnight, he said there is 
one car with two employees 
who patrol for parking vio-
lations, along with one po-

lice officer. Maltez said the 
police handle issues such 
as towing cars that park in 
front of hydrants, while the 
parking enforcement con-
tractors issue tickets to cars 
that violate the city’s park-
ing permit program.

“Today, our parking 
enforcement contractor 
provides overnight en-
forcement seven nights a 
week, excluding holidays,” 
Maltez stated in a letter to 
the council in response to 
Recupero’s request. “The 
contractor is very efficient 
given our density. Over a 
five-hour window, the con-
tractor does their best to 
cover the entire city.”

Over the first 11 days in 
May, Maltez said the park-
ing enforcement contractor 
issued over 1,000 overnight 
parking tickets.

“The parking enforce-
ment staff work daily with 
our parking clerk to address 
any issues or patterns they 
notice during the overnight 
shifts,” Maltez continued. 
“While the contractor does 

not cover every street on a 
nightly basis, the contractor 
ensures that citywide needs 
are addressed holistically. 
Anytime our residents or 
Councilors inform us of 
areas where extra attention 
is needed, parking enforce-
ment makes it a priority to 
visit the location, whether 
that be during the daytime 
or overnight shifts.”

The city manager said 
there are always areas for 
improvement, and that the 
city will continue to eval-
uate if additional resources 
should be added to over-
night enforcement.

“We believe the impend-
ing transition to digital resi-
dential parking permits will 
make a huge difference in 
the efficiency of our over-
night parking enforcement,” 
Maltez stated. “This change 
will allow our overnight 
enforcement team to maxi-
mize the use of technology 
to get through the city at 
a much faster pace and to 
address issues in a timely 
fashion.”

By Adam Swift

With two of the bigger 
cases before it continued 
until next month, the zoning 
board of appeals was able to 
make quick work of its reg-
ular meeting last week.

The proposal for a 120-
unit mixed-use develop-
ment on several lots, includ-
ing 105-115 Park Street, 
was continued until the 
ZBA’s June 10.

That project is scheduled 
to come before the planning 
board on May 27. During 
the April meeting, planning 
board members raised con-
cerns about the scope of 
the project and parking and 
asked if the developer could 
consider making some 
changes to the plans.

The ZBA also contin-
ued the proposal for 18-24 
Grandview Road to its June 

10 meeting.
Like the Park Street 

project, the proposal for a 
two-family home on the lot 
was continued to the May 
27 planning board meeting 
for further discussion. Some 
board members and neigh-
bors had concerns about the 
size of the house and poten-
tial parking issues it could 
create.

In new business at last 
week’s meeting, the plan-
ning board opened public 
hearings on two smaller 
projects.

Joe Perlatonda is seeking 
a special permit and vari-
ance to construct an addi-
tion to his Clinton Street 
home for use by his in-laws. 
One neighbor did raise some 
concerns about privacy and 
additional parking concerns 
as a result of the request.

That project will be be-
fore the planning board on 
May 27 for a recommenda-
tion before heading back to 
the ZBA for a potential vote 
on June 10.

The same timeline is in 
effect for the request by 
Alex Monterray to add a 
roof deck to his residence 
on Medford Street. Monter-
ray noted that there are no 
other options for outdoor 
space at his residence.

In addition, the ZBA de-
termined that a request for 
a modification to a prior 
approval for a development 
at 469 Washington Ave was 
a minor modification and 
would not have to go back 
before the ZBA and plan-
ning board for further ac-
tion.

See ZBA Page 2

City and police officials address ICE activity in Chelsea

COURTESY PHOTO

Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez and Police Chief Keith 
Houghton were among those who took part in a community 
meeting to address federal immigration actions in the city on 
Monday.

The  latest 250th Battle of Chelsea Creek celebration event was held at the Williams School and 
included a petting zoo. See Page 4 for more photos.
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Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check

chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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DiDomenico secures $750,000 in funding for local education, transportation projects
Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
joined his colleagues in the 
Massachusetts Senate to 
pass a $1.33 billion plan to 
invest in public education 
and transportation across 
the Commonwealth. The 
Senate’s bill directs funding 
to expand career and tech-
nical education opportuni-
ties, bolster construction 
projects at local schools and 
college campuses, as well 
as support public transit and 
road and bridge funding for 
cities and towns throughout 
the state. 

DiDomenico secured 
$750,000 to support edu-
cation and transportation 
projects across every com-
munity in his district. His 
funding will go towards 
projects such as playground 
enhancements, athletic and 
theater programs, creating 
sensory classrooms, as-
sisting with repairs in our 
schools, new bleachers in 
a high school gym, after 

school programming, traf-
fic calming measures on 
our streets, and new sig-
nalization to create a safer 
environment for drivers and 
pedestrians. 

This bill prioritizes re-
gional equity by providing 
support statewide for K-12 
school district special edu-
cation programs, roads and 
bridges, capital improve-
ments for public bus trans-
portation, and infrastructure 
upgrades at Massachusetts’ 
public colleges and univer-
sities.

The overwhelming suc-
cess of the Fair Share 
amendment to the Consti-
tution—voted for by resi-
dents in 2022—generated 
more than $1 billion over 
initial projections in fiscal 
years 2023 and 2024. This 
legislation contains restrict-
ed one-time investments in 
public education and trans-
portation initiatives and 
primarily uses funds from 
that surtax, which is paid by 
households in Massachu-

setts earning more than $1 
million per year. The Senate 
will debate its annual gener-
al budget later in the month.

“I am thrilled that I could 
bring such a significant in-
vestment home to my dis-
trict to improve and support 
school programs, public 
infrastructure, and transit 
projects,” said Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. “I am excited 
to witness new projects im-
proving daily transit across 
our communities and the 
new education initiatives 
that will support countless 
students of all ages. I want 
to thank Senate President 
Spilka and Chair Rodrigues 
for this bill that will have 
far reaching benefits in our 
state in the near term and 
long into the future.

Education
Education investments in 

the supplemental budget in-
clude funding for:

Special Education Costs. 
$248 million, including 
circuit breaker reimburse-
ments to local school dis-

tricts.
Public Higher Educa-

tion Deferred Maintenance. 
$190 million for higher ed-
ucation overall, including 
$10 million for lab resourc-
es for community colleges 
following the success of 
MassEducate.

Career Technical Educa-
tion Capital Grants. $100 
million to expand capacity 
and accommodate addition-
al career technical educa-
tion opportunities.

Local School Construc-
tion Relief. $50 million to 
support cities, towns and 
school districts experienc-
ing extraordinary school 
construction increases due 
to inflation or the impacts of 
tariffs.

Literacy Growth. $25 
million to support accel-
erated literacy growth for 
students in kindergarten 
through grade 3.

English Language Learn-
ing Programs. $10 million 
for educational grants to re-
duce the waitlist for services 

for speakers of languages 
other than English to learn 
English and subsequently 
help fill in-demand jobs.

Transportation
Transportation invest-

ments in the supplemental 
budget include funding for:

MBTA Improvements 
and Infrastructure Up-
grades. $370 million for im-
provements and infrastruc-
ture upgrades across the 
MBTA system, comprising:

$200 million to replenish 
the MBTA budget reserve 
after the MBTA’s recent use 
of reserve funds for opera-
tions support.

$100 million in work-
force and safety training to 
implement Federal Transit 
Administration improve-
ment recommendations.

$50 million for commuter 
rail system maintenance and 
infrastructure upgrades.

$20 million for the MB-
TA’s low-income fare relief 
program.

Local Road Improve-
ments. $190 million for 

shovel-ready transportation 
improvements to roads, 
bridges, and culverts.

Regional Equity in Trans-
portation. $105 million for 
regional transit initiatives 
composed of:

$50 million for capital 
improvements to equipment 
and facilities at Regional 
Transit Authorities (RTAs) 
that serve and connect all 
regions of the Common-
wealth.

$25 million for RTA 
workforce recruitment and 
retention improvement ef-
forts.

$20 million for ferry in-
frastructure improvements.

$10 million for on-de-
mand micro-transit shuttles 
and Last Mile grants to fos-
ter an innovative multimod-
al transit system.

World Cup Preparations. 
$5 million for transporta-
tion improvements associat-
ed with the upcoming 2026 
World Cup.

By Adam Swift

One city councilor wants 
to make sure that private 
trash haulers are aware that 
2 a.m. is not the best time to 
be picking up trash.

Earlier this month, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovanni 
Recupero filed a motion 
requesting the city manager 
and public works director 
send out a letter to private 
trash haulers operating in 
the city to remind them that 
trash may not be picked up 
in Chelsea before 7 a.m.

“It has come to my at-
tention that there has been 
somebody hauling trash out 
of District 6 at two o’clock 
in the morning,” Recupero 
said. “They are picking it up 
on Maverick Street, around 
that area, they told me they 
were picking up trash at two 
in the morning. I was al-
ways wondering who picks 

up trash at two in the morn-
ing, that is the craziest thing 
I ever heard.”

In response to Recupe-
ro’s motion, City Manager 
Fidel Maltez sent a letter to 
the council stating that the 
city strictly monitors the 
start time of the contractor 
that picks up the city’s sol-
id waste. However, he said 
there are occasionally issues 
with the private haulers in 
the city.

“Private trash companies 
do have contracts with large 
buildings or commercial 
properties and periodically 
the City receives a com-
plaint of an early pick-up, 
particularly in a residential 
neighborhood,” Maltez stat-
ed.

All private haulers are 
required to obtain a permit 
from the inspectional ser-
vices department to pick up 

dumpsters in Chelsea.
“Every year, Inspectional 

Services reminds haulers of 
our local noise ordinances,” 
Maltez stated.

That department also in-
vestigates and addresses 
each complaint the city re-
ceives about early pick-ups 
and noise.

“We have received very 
valuable pictures showing 
a particular company pick-
ing up a dumpster on Mav-
erick Street,” Maltez said. 
“We have reached out to 
this company regarding this 
particular incident. We will 
continue monitoring this 
particular company.”

In addition, Maltez stat-
ed that the inspectional ser-
vices director will be send-
ing a letter to all haulers 
reminding them of the city’s 
local noise ordinances.

Early trash pick-up a concern for councilor

By Adam Swift

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez is proposing a digital 
residential parking permit 
system.

Maltez recently present-
ed the proposal to the city 
council.

“This proposal means 
that residents will no lon-
ger have to show a printed 
sticker on their vehicle,” 
stated Maltez. “Instead, we 
will leverage the parking en-
forcement software we have 
today, which already tracks 
and maintains an electron-
ic database of all approved 
vehicles. This will result in 
operational efficiencies, but 
more importantly, it will 
result in a better customer 
service experience for our 
residents.”

This year, Maltez said the 
city made improvements in 
shortening lines in city hall 
by emphasizing the online 
renewal process.

“Our community is made 
up of hard-working resi-

dents, who may not have 
the time to apply in person,” 
stated Maltez. “The online 
process saves a lot of time 
and frustration for many of 
our residents. This year we 
also extended the hours of 
operation between the last 
week of February and the 
first week of March.”

That change provided 
residents with more flexible 
hours.

“In 2026, the City would 
like to introduce new Dig-
ital Residential Parking 
Permits,” Maltez stated. 
“Residents who apply and 
are approved online will 
no longer wait to receive a 
physical sticker in the mail. 
Applicants will receive an 
email confirmation of their 
approval from our online 
portal.”

This will eliminate the 
risk of a sticker being lost 
or damaged in the mail, 
and residents will no lon-
ger need to place a physical 
sticker on their windshields 
if the proposal is approved. 

Maltez said it will incentiv-
ize residents to use the on-
line portal rather than wait-
ing in line.

However, the proposed 
program will not eliminate 
the ability to apply in per-
son.

“The City Clerk’s office 
will continue helping res-
idents who would like to 
apply in person,” Maltez 
stated. “Residents will re-
ceive a printout receipt that 
their vehicle is registered in 
the Residential Parking Pro-
gram, instead of a sticker.”

Maltez noted that other 
nearby communities, such 
as Revere and Salem, have 
rolled out digital parking 
permits.

“We will propose this 
change to the Traffic and 
Parking Commission, and 
will ask them to hold a pub-
lic hearing on the matter,” 
said Maltez. “We welcome 
feedback from the City 
Council on this proposal.”

Hector Prieto said he is 
seeking to replace the previ-
ously approved permeable 
pavers for the driveways 
at the address with a regu-
lar driveway. City planning 

officials agreed that the pro-
posed additional wells that 
will be added to the project 
will address drainage con-
cerns at the address.

Prieto said that because 

of the slope of the drive-
ways, the permeable pavers 
would not be able to prop-
erly settle and could create 
future issues.
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A highlight of the event 
will be the original cannon 
captured from the HMS Di-
ana, on display for the first 
time in Chelsea. This his-
toric artifact was taken by 
Groton’s Asa Lawrence and 
his men in May 1775.

The Governor Belling-
ham-Cary House Museum 
(34 Parker St, Chelsea) will 
host a free Open House 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., of-
fering exhibits and story-
telling about Chelsea’s Rev-
olutionary past.

In East Boston, there will 
be a community celebra-
tion at Condor Street Urban 
Wild. 

“The Battle of the Chel-
sea Creek is not something 
that we talk about a lot, but 
we think that the Battle of 
Chelsea Creek … it real-
ly was one of the starting 

points of the American Rev-
olution,” said City Manager 
Fidel Maltez. “What we are 
really looking forward to is 
acknowledging that histo-
ry that Chelsea played, and 
also, through reenactments, 
bringing that history back.”

In addition to highlight-
ing the historical impor-
tance of the Battle of Chel-
sea Creek, Maltez said the 
day will also be a great op-
portunity for the communi-
ty to come together.

“It’s going to be a really 
good time to bring the com-
munity out, have some fun, 
really celebrate the history 
that Chelsea has played, not 
only in the Commonwealth, 
but in this country,” said 
Maltez.

Maltez pointed to the 
hard work many have put 
into making the day a real-

ity, including Lourdes Alva-
rez, the city’s arts, culture, 
and creative economy man-
ager.

“Personally, I am grateful 
for the opportunity to live 
and work in a city with such 
a rich history,” said Alvar-
erz. “The Battle of Chelsea 
Creek is a story that de-
serves to be told for gener-
ations to come, including 
to my own young child. Es-
pecially in times like these, 
when we must continue to 
defend freedom and democ-
racy as core values of our 
society, it’s an honor to play 
a role in this historic mo-
ment.”

Alvarez said preserving 
our city’s history is a task 
that cannot be achieved 
without community-driv-
en efforts, and that it’s a 
true privilege to witness 

firsthand the dedication 
and passion from reenactor 
groups, elected officials, 
our city staff, police, fire, 
emergency management, 
DPW, small business own-
ers, local stakeholders, the 
East Boston Museum, the 
Revolution 250 team, and 
the state MA250 group; all 
coming together to make 
this a once-in-a-lifetime 
event.

“A special thanks to the 
Eastern Minerals team and 
the captain Tiffany Krihwan 
and crew of the Ernesti-
na-Morrissey for joining us 
in this adventure,” Alvarez 
said. “These celebrations 
have been in the making 
for over nine months, and 
we can’t wait for the pub-
lic to enjoy all the activities 
we’ve coordinated with so 
much love and care.”

This event is funded by 
a MOTT grant and is spon-
sored by Eastern Minerals.

Transportation and 
Parking Information
For easy access to the 

event, attendees can choose 
from various transportation 
options, including public 
transit via the SL3, 104, 111 
and 112 bus routes, Uber 
services, or personal vehi-
cles.

Public Transit
The event is accessible 

via the SL3 and 111 bus 
routes:

Silver Line SL3:
Stop: Eastern Avenue
0.6-mile walk via Mar-

ginal St
111 Bus:
Stop: Woodlawn Park St 

@ Williams St

0.5-mile walk via Wil-
liams St and Marginal St

104 and 112 Bus:
Stop: Central Ave @ 

Lynn St
0.3 mile walk via Lynn St

Parking
Parking will be available 

at Eastern Minerals (locat-
ed at Marginal St, between 
Shawmut St and Highland 
St) and at Chelsea Point 
(Marginal St @ Willow 
St). If you’re using GPS to 
navigate to Chelsea, please 
enter the address: 99 Mar-
ginal St, Chelsea, MA. Ad-
ditional parking options are 
also available throughout 
Downtown Chelsea.

Shown above is a Battle of Chelsea Creek event map on Marginal St.
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Your opinions, please
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MEMORIAL DAY

Although the Memorial Day weekend signifies the start 
of the summer season and is observed by families and 
friends who gather for barbecues and similar festivities, we 
should keep in mind that Memorial Day is our most solemn 
national holiday.

Memorial Day reminds us that freedom isn’t free. The 
holiday makes us aware of the Supreme Sacrifice that has 
been made by so many of our fellow citizens, providing us 
with an opportunity to honor their sacrifice. 

Memorial Day has its roots in what originally was 
known as Decoration Day in the aftermath of the Civil War, 
when the women of communities in the North decorated 
the graves of the soldiers who perished in that horrific and 
tragic conflict.

Decoration Day became an official holiday with the 
proclamation by Gen. Logan on May 5, 1868, in which he 
declared:

“The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the pur-
pose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who died in defense of their country 
during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in al-
most every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land. 
In this observance no form or ceremony is prescribed, but 
posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fit-
ting services and testimonials of respect as circumstanc-
es may permit. Let us, then, at the time appointed, gather 
around their sacred remains and garland the passionless 
mounds above them with choicest flowers of springtime; 
let us raise above them the dear old flag they saved from 
dishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew our pledges 
to aid and assist those whom they have left among us as 
sacred charges upon the Nation’s gratitude, the soldier’s 
and sailor’s widow and orphan.”

In keeping with the spirit of Decoration Day (and the 
160th anniversary of the end of the Civil War),  we are 
reprinting below President Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, considered by many to be one of the greatest 
speeches of all time and which states far more eloquently 
than we ever could the debt that each of us owes to the 
brave men and women who have fought and died to defend 
our nation’s freedom and liberty. 

We trust that our readers will agree that Lincoln’s words 
are as inspiring today as they were when he uttered them in 
November of 1863 at Gettysburg -- and have special res-
onance today, when the democratic values and institutions 
for which so many of our fellow Americans gave their lives 
are being challenged more so than at any time since the end 
of the Civil War:

“Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought 
forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, 
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal.

“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing wheth-
er that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, 
can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a 
final resting place for those who here gave their lives that 
that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that 
we should do this.

“But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate — we can not 
consecrate — we can not hallow — this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrat-
ed it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world 
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it 
can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which 
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is 
rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remain-
ing before us — that from these honored dead we take in-
creased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last 
full measure of devotion — that we here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in vain — that this nation, 
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom — and that 
government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.”

ENJOY THE WEEKEND -- 

SAFELY

Memorial Day weekend marks the traditional start of 
the summer season, bringing with it the anticipation of 
sunshine and warmth, of vacations, and of time spent with 
family and friends.

So we ask our readers to stop right now — and think for 
a moment — about all of the good times that we will be 
sharing with our friends and our loved ones over the next 
three months.

But then think for a moment about how quickly all of 
that can dissolve in the blink of an eye if we make a wrong 
choice — if we drink and drive a car or a boat while under 
the influence, if we abuse drugs, or if we use fireworks or 
other dangerous incendiaries. If friends or family members 
are showing clear signs of intoxication, we should not hes-
itate to take their keys, whether from a car or a boat, to 
prevent a tragedy from occurring.

It is inevitable that the TV and newspapers will inform 
us of the hundreds of tragedies that will occur this holi-
day weekend because of poor choices made by our fellow 
Americans. It is up to each of us to ensure that we do not 
become just another sad statistic.

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and safe -- Memo-
rial Day weekend.

By Angie Agostini

Angie Agostini, 18, is a 
current senior at Chelsea 
High School and an intern 
in the city manager’s office. 
In her free time, she enjoys 
reading, writing, and play-
ing with her cat and birds.

Welcome back to this 
week’s edition of The Chel-
sea Scoop! First off--a huge 
shoutout to all the mothers 
out there; your love, hard 
work, and dedication do not 
go unnoticed! Happy Moth-
er’s Day to all of our won-
derful mothers! 

Chelsea’s digital future
The City of Chelsea is 

modernizing! From park-
ing permits to the Inspec-
tional Services Department 

(ISD), more city services 
are moving online. No more 
dreadfully long lines at the 
Clerk’s Office: residents 
can now renew their permits 
online, making the process 
convenient and accessible. 
And better yet, say goodbye 
to car window stickers—
they’re going digital too!

Permitting and enforce-
ment will improve for all 
residents. The ISD is also 
adopting a new software 
system that will streamline 
the permit application pro-
cess for residents and con-
tractors. This will enhance 
efficiency, data transparen-
cy, and accountability. 

For many residents, this 
may be a new and strange 
shift. Thankfully, the City 
is committed to complete 

transparency throughout 
this process, so if you have 
any concerns, don’t hesitate 
to reach out to City Hall or 
the City Manager’s Office 
with questions!

Upcoming events 
Budget hearings with the 

City Council took place this 
past week, bringing us one 
step closer to the official 
budget vote on June 2nd. 
Stay tuned as we approach 
the start of FY2026!

Mark your calendars-- 
Chelsea will be kicking 
off the 250th Anniversa-
ry of the Battle of Chelsea 
Creek celebrations on Sat-
urday, May 24th, at Port 
Park. Don’t miss out on this 
once-in-a-lifetime event. 
Dive deep into Chelsea’s 
history with the naval battle 

that kickstarted the Ameri-
can revolution! Bring your 
family and friends to this 
free event and enjoy a day 
out by Chelsea’s waterfront.

The next City Council 
meeting will take place on 
May 19th. We will be back 
with more updates on the 
City—see you in the next 
edition of The Chelsea 
Scoop!

The Chelsea sCoop

COURTESY PHOTO

Angie Agostini

The 250th Battle of Chel-
sea Creek celebrations are 
in full swing, with a series 
of events bringing our com-
munity together to explore 
and honor this important 
moment in history.

Our latest event held at 
the Williams School, Ani-

mals of the Revolution: A 
Living History Day, was 
a great success. Families 
enjoyed a petting zoo and 
horse rides, designed to help 
children and youth connect 
with the vital role livestock 
played during the Revolu-
tionary War. It was a day 

filled with history, learning, 
and celebration.

One of the most memo-
rable moments was seeing 
how kind and gentle the 
kids were with the animals. 
Their curiosity and care 
made the experience truly 
special.

This is just the beginning! 
Join us for our next event 
at the Governor Belling-
ham-Cary House Museum 
for a special presentation by 
Mimi Graney. 

For more information and 
the full event schedule, visit 
chelseaprospers.org.

250th Battle of Chelsea Creek celebrations in full swing

Families enjoyed a petting zoo, horse rides and battle history during the Williams School event . COURTESY PHOTOS
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By Cary Shuman

Johnny DiLiegro recog-
nizes the incredible legacy 
that he and his family have 
compiled and maintained in 
the field of swimming pool 
construction for the last six 
decades.

Johnny is the son of the 
late Cosmo Louis DiLiegro, 
who in 1970 at the age of 42 
after building a pool for his 
own children in his back-
yard, founded Cosmo Pools. 
Mr. Cosmo DiLiegro, fami-
ly patriarch, passed away in 
October, 2024.

Johnny, 74, carries the 
legacy forth as the owner 
of Cosmo Pools, the Re-

vere-based company con-
tinues to be the foremost 
builder of swimming pools 
in Revere and adjacent 
communities. 

Johnny has been a part of 
the company since its be-
ginning.

 “At 18, I was drafted 
right out of high school (Re-
vere High Class of 1969) 
and I went into the Nation-
al Guard reserves,” recalled 
Johnny. “I did six months 
of basic training, and then I 
came home and went right 
to work with my father. I 
worked with him for 55 
years.”

With summer approach-

ing, it’s the busiest time of 
the year for Cosmo Pools.

“We start April 1 every 
year and we usually end 
around Thanksgiving,” 
said Johnny. “We’re doing 
construction and refurbish-
ments. With permitting and 
inspection, it takes about a 
month to build an in-ground 
pool.”

Johnny takes substan-
tial pride in his company’s 
work. In fact, during this 
interview, while stand-
ing near his own pool, he 
proudly pointed to homes in 
the neighborhood that have 
pools constructed by Cos-
mo. Johnny smiles broadly 

as he ponders the thought of 
families across the city en-
joying summer days in their 
Cosmo-built pools, perhaps 
complemented by a family 
cookout.

“I remember how excit-
ed my siblings and I were 
about having a pool and the 
fun we had each summer,” 
said Johnny.

Johnny said he often 
thinks about his father and 
the bond of mutual respect 
that they shared every day. 

“He was a great guy – ev-
erybody knew him, every-
body loved him. He had a 
great reputation,” said John-
ny pridefully.
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By Cary Shuman

Fifteen Winthrop High 
School graduates were the re-
cipients of the first Norma and 
Paul Facella Scholarships at 
the Class of 2015 Commence-
ment Exercises.

The scholarships, part of 
a $6.5 million gift by the Fa-
cellas, totaled $237,000 this 
year. An additional $90,000 in 
scholarships was also present-
ed to the graduating seniors.

Superintendent of Schools 
John Macero spoke about 
“pure generosity” of the late 
Norma and Paul Facella this 
week.

“Paul is a Winthrop High 
School graduate and he want-
ed to see Winthrop High 
School students succeed and 
what better way to make 
sure that they succeed than 
by giving an endowment gift 
that every year will allow 
15-20 scholarships of at least 
$15,000 to graduating se-

niors,” said Macero.
The Facellas also donated 

$13,000 to pay for students’ 
fees for the Advanced Place-
ment Exams.

“Our students and their par-
ents are extremely grateful to 
the Facellas,” said Macero. 
“We look forward to these 
scholarships continuing for 
many years.”

The Town Scholarship 
Committee, led by Marylou 
Osborne, selects the recipi-
ents. Candidates are selected 
based on their academic per-
formance, an essay, extracur-
ricular activities, and commu-
nity service. 

This year’s recipients of the 
Facella Scholarships were: 
Carly O’Keefe, Michael Maz-
zone, Kathryn Fraher, Annie 
Mahoney, Sean Gillis, Maura 
Lanza, Poli Tsiotos, Juani-
ta Saenz, Amy Sena, Chiara 
Powers, Joseph Bosco, Lucille 
Floyd, Vanessa Dale, Michael 
St. Jean, and Jake Chiudina.

The Paul and Norma Facella Scholarship recipients are pictured at the Class of 2015 Graduation Exercises. Front row, from left, are 
Carly O’Keefe, Michael Mazzone, Kathryn Fraher, Annie Mahoney, Sean Gillis, Maura Lanza, Poli Tsiotos, and Juanita Saenz. Back 
row, from left, are Amy Sena, Chiara Powers, Joseph Bosco, Lucille Floyd, Scholarship representatives Marilyn Censullo and Vincent 
Cabarretta,  Supt. of Schools John Macero, Principal Matt Crombie, Vanessa Dale, Michael St. Jean, and Jake Chiudina.

15 Winthrop graduates receive $237,000 from Facella Scholarships

Winthrop High School Class of 2015 Graduates
Last week the Transcript pub-

lished an incorrect list of Winthrop 
High graduates of the Class of 
2015.  We regret the error. Follow-
ing are the graduates:

Vivian Alzate
Alex Anzuoni*
Ana Aravena*
Andrew Ascolillo
Jordan Atkins
Meaghan Barry
Kathryn Beadle
Christopher Beaudry
Joseph Bosco*
Lizeth Botero
Marc Bouche
Cody Boudrow
Jacqueline Boulay
Daniel Brogan
Shannon B rogna
David Bushi
Brianna Campello
Sarina Cerulli*
Thomas Chiudina*
Cassidy Collignon
Joseph Comerford
Antonio Corsetti

Madison Crowe
Ali Cummings
Kathryn Dacey
Vanessa Dale*
David Dalessio
Zachary Deeb
Thomas DiBenedetto*
Maghen Donahue
Dylan Driscoll
Molly Duffy
Ryan Duyon
Eric Fabrizio
Raymond Feeley
William Feeley
Marc Ferullo
Robert Fisher
Caitlin Flaherty
Lucille Floyd*
Timothy Floyd
Kristen Ford
Lexi Forristall
Kathryn Fraher*
Kelley Furey
Cal Garufo
James Gill
Stephanie Gillespie
Earl Gillis

Ricki-Ann Gillis
Sean Gillis*
Tyler Gillis
Jamie Gobiel*
James Griffin
Jonathan Griffiths
Cristopher Guzman Ramirez
Tarald Halvorsen
Christine Haskell
Xena Herbert
Ricardo Ruben Hernandez Avila
Amanda Hersey
Carolyn Hetherton
Sabrina Hitaffer
Marina Huenchunir*
Caitlin Janielis
Tayla Jones
Muhamed Karame
David Kirby
John Knapp
Erisa Kokoneshi
Pamela Kraja
Maura Lanza*
Abigail Larwrence
Nicole Lentini
Anna Limina
Gina LoPresti*

Abigail Love
Brady Magrath
Ann Mahoney*
Alexandra Mattarese
Briana Mazzone
Michael Mazzone*
Paul Mazzuchelli
Brandon McDonald
Caroline McKinnon
Erica Mietzch
Nicholas Moulaison
Brianna Mulvaney
Christopher Murphy
Carly O’Keefe*
Caitlin Page
Victoria Cursino
Valentina Ramirez
Chiara Powers
Emily Puopolo
Valentina Ramos*
Mollie Reardon
Rolando Recinos
Eric Reidster
Michael Rich
Jonathan Richards
Jorge Roman
Qamijana Rrapo

Anthony Ruggiero
Juanita Saenz*
Helena Schreibman
Amy Sena*
Daniel Sennott
Mia Sennott
Kristen Siscaminis
Tian Li Song
Assunta Spinazzola
Michael St. Jean*
Taylor St. Jean
Katherine Teixeira
Patrick Todisco
Janelle Tritto
Niki Tsiotos
Polixeni Tsiotos
Johan Umbarila Guzman
Jessica Vigliotta
Olivia Woods
Sela Zalwango*
Ismail Zogasi
 * National Honor Society

Winthrop Emblem Club #15 is happy to announce the winners of our  “What The Flag of the 
United States of America Means to Me” 5th Grade essay contest. Pictured are Arthur T Cummings 
School Principal Ryan Heraty, third place winner Madeleine Rossi, second,place- Jessica MacPhail, 
first place - Daniel Tracy, and Edie Raymond WEC#15. The  Winthrop Lodge of Elks 1078 has asked 
the winners to read their essays at their Flag Day Services.  Every 5th grader received a ruler with 
all the presidents pictures on it.

EMBLEM CLUB FLAG DAY STUDENT WINNERS

Winthrop  resident, Kate 
Abbott, has been named to 
Husson University’s Honors 
List for the Spring 2015 se-
mester.

Students who make the 
Honors List must carry at least 
12 graded credit hours during 
the semester and earn a grade 
point average of between 3.4 
to 3.6 during the period.

To learn more about Hus-
son University visit http://
www.husson.edu

For more than 100 years, 

Husson University has pre-
pared future leaders to han-
dle the challenges of to-
morrow through innovative 
undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. With a commitment 
to delivering affordable class-
room, online and experiential 
learning opportunities, Hus-
son University has come to 
represent superior value in 
higher education. Our Ban-
gor campus and off-campus 
satellite education centers in 
Southern Maine, Wells and 

Northern Maine provide ad-
vanced knowledge in busi-
ness; health and education; 
pharmacy studies; science and 
humanities; as well as com-
munication. In addition, Hus-
son University has a robust 
adult learning program. For 
more information about edu-
cational opportunities that can 
lead to personal and profes-
sional success, visit Husson.
edu.

Winthrop native Christi-
na Russo, a member of the 
Class of 2015, was named to 
the Spring 2015 Dean’s List at 
Stonehill College.

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must have a se-
mester grade point average of 
3.50 or better and must have 
completed successfully all 
courses for which they were 
registered.

Russo is a Communication 
major at the College.

Stonehill is a selective 
Catholic college located near 
Boston on a beautiful 384-
acre campus in Easton, Mas-
sachusetts. With a student-fac-
ulty ratio of 13:1, the College 
engages over 2,500 students 
in 80+ rigorous academic pro-
grams in the liberal arts, sci-
ences, and pre-professional 
fields. The Stonehill commu-
nity helps students to devel-
op the knowledge, skills, and 
character to meet their profes-

sional goals and to live lives 
of purpose and integrity.

Stonehill was listed among 
the Top 20 Catholic colleges 
and universities in the coun-
try in a recent poll by College 
Factual. The College also 
ranked 15th on a PayScale list 
of liberal arts colleges with 
the best return on investment 
(ROI). In January, Stonehill 
was named one of the “50 
Most Underrated Schools” by 
“Business Insider.” 

Kate Abbott named to Husson University's Honors List

Christina Russo on Dean's List at Stonehill College

 Kathryn Fraher, salutatorian for the Winthrop High School Class of 2015, delivers her remarks at 
the Commencement Exercises June 5 at the Larsen Rink at the Mike Eruzione Center. Fraher will 
be attending the University of South Carolina.

FIND US ONLINE:
www.wi nthrop trans cri p t.com

Congratulations

 
Love 

Your Family & Friends

Black
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Good afternoon ladies and 
gentleman, friends, fami-
ly, teachers, faculty, class of 
2015. It is a true honor and 
blessing to stand here in front 
of you all today. I am humbled 
to have the chance to say a 
few words before we all head 
off and go our separate ways. 

When I was a freshman in 
high school, my basketball 
coach, Perri, began a tradi-
tion where she would have the 
team write letters to her in or-
der to yield the best communi-
cation possible, and she would 
write letters back. Well, I have 
written my letter for you all, 
and today I finally get share it 
with you.

Dear class of 2015, 
WE MADE IT.  
Among the things that we 

have done, from academics, to 
athletics, to musical aspects, 
to drama club, to communi-
ty service, to jobs, to outside 
of Chelsea high, all of those 
things do not compare to the 
people along the way that 
have sculpted us to become 
the very beings sitting in these 
caps and gowns. Each per-
son we have interacted with 
through these past years, no 
matter how small, has made 
us who we are. An African 
proverb once said, "It takes a 
village to raise a child". Well, 
it takes a city to raise a gradu-
ating class. 

In this school and city, the 
support is immeasurable. The 
guidance and company of fun 
loving intelligent teachers that 
restlessly look out for us and 
work endlessly to set us up to 
reach our full potential. Life 
coaches and mentors or role 
models that come up with the 
best strategies possible to bet-
ter their students, and not only 
be their for their triumph, but 
for their defeat as well. One of 

my track coaches, Coach Alp-
ert, that I have had the hon-
or to perform for, said to me 
before multiple races, "I'll be 
there to catch you at the end". 
Without fail, there she was. If 
it wasn't for people like her, 
many of this schools reality 
would still just be a dream. 

The support at the school is 
immense; however the support 
outside of school is crucial. I 
want to give a major shout out 
to the family. Parents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, siblings, and 
everyone in between that have 
been our rock through the ups 
and downs, and have provided 
for us, and taken us in during 
our darkest moments or cel-
ebrated with us in the most 
precious times. As for myself, 
my parents are the best ex-
ample of the rock in my life. 
Never ceasing in effort to give 
me the best life anyone could 
ask for, never saying no when 
it comes to making me happy, 
and raising me to be someone 
who is worthy enough to stand 
in front of you today. 

The friends or partners 
that have made our moments 
worth living during our high 
school years. They're the ones 
that determined if a difficult 
moment would be eased or a 

great moment would be glori-
fied. 

With amazing people to 
have crossed our path, we 
need not take advantage of 
their presence. Many people 
fantasize the idea of the "self-
made man", however do not 
forget to 

take into account the la-
tent fact that he too had help 
along the way. Do not take 
advantage of the blessings 
people have given you, or the 
lightened paths they have led 
you towards. Take the time to 
listen to their wisdom and be 
appreciative. 

Because the accomplish-
ments we will have in life 
will have very little to do with 
what they actually are, but 
more so to do with who we 
have to share it with.  

Remember to stay humble, 
and that doesn't always mean 
thinking less of yourself, but 
just thinking of yourself less. 
Be kind to each other and be 
thankful for everything that 
you come across, good or bad, 
as it is setting you up for your 
destiny. 

To end off, as said by Elias 
Zerhouni; “Last but not least, 
I would say you should have 
big dreams, full dreams, not 
half dreams. You know, it’s 
very simple. You can’t put a 
large box in a small box. Well, 
you cannot put a full life in a 
small dream box.” Make your 
own biggest dream box possi-
ble, and fill it with the amaz-
ing things people have in-
spired you with along the way. 

Thank you all for an amaz-
ing experience. 

Sincerely,
Your fellow classmate,
Sara Beqo 
Once again, 
CONGRATULATIONS 

CLASS OF 2015 

CHS GRADUATION 2015

Sara Beqo
2015 Class Valedictorian 

Sara Beqo

Ladies, gentlemen, parents, 
faculty, guests and of course 
class of 2015, good afternoon! 
First I want to say that I was 
extremely happy and excited 
to find out I am the Salutato-
rian this year; yeah especially 
when I realized it’s an extra 
homework assignment; but 
anyways, it is my honor and 
privilege to speak here in front 
of you tonight. 

I’ll not be trying to be the 
perfect speaker with fancy 
quotes, life lectures, mem-
ories or too much advice – I 
will leave this up to the vale-
dictorian. However, some-
thing important that I believe 
is worth mentioning is that all 
of us should always make the 
choice WE REALLY WANT, 
and not the one someone else 
is forcing us to. We should 
choose the road we want to 
follow, even if it is the hardest 
one. We should dedicate our 
life to something we really 
enjoy, and not waste it to the 
things we do not want to do. 

People today are trying to 
live a ‘template’ life, but when 
they’re old they don’t have a 
single happy memory of their 
past. Just listen to yourself, 
and do what you do; remem-
ber, it takes only one person 
to change the world, and this 
person might be you. 

At this ending note, I would 
like to say a word of thank to 
everyone who supported and 
believed in me. A special 
thanks to every single one of 

my teachers, guidance coun-
selors, to my coach, my par-
ents and my uncle. Without all 
of you I wouldn’t be who I am 
today. I will always be thank-
ful for the investment you’ve 
put into me. 

Congratulations class of 
2015; follow your dreams and 
never give up on that. Best of 
luck to all of you!

Aurel Mardari
2015 Class Salutatorian 

Aurel Mardari

Eastern Express 
Car Wash 

294 Eastern Avenue
Chelsea

617-884-4686

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2015

Congratulations to the
Graduating Class of 2015

Congressman 7th District

Elisa Beltran, Nelson Beauchamp and Leonany Baskin.

Jaycie Cuevas and Alexandra Carrillo.

Albert Alicea and 
Sabrina Ali.

Trans Del Corp.

Congratulations To 
The Class of 2015

Class of 2016

Gene Pool
Johnny DiLiegro carries on family tradition

Johnny DiLiegro of Cosmo Pools stands adjacently to the 
swimming pool in his backyard.

visit www.chelsearecord.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

LOCALS RECEIVE AWARD FROM MA. DEPT. OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Shown (left to right) are  Jessica Sibirska – MA. Dept. of Environmental Protection, Kiera Alven-
tosa -formerly of Clean Water Action now Green Root, Amy Izen – Early Childhood Initiative, 
Healthy Chelsea/Revere Cares, Tania Perez – Nurtury, Fran Roznowski – Chelsea resident, and 
Xochitil Perez -  MA. Dept. of Environmental Protection.

Special to the Record

The Massachusetts Dept. 
of Environmental Protec-
tion recognized local collab-
orative efforts at the Public 
Water System Awards Day 

on May 9th, 2025.  Indi-
viduals from several agen-
cies and a Chelsea resident 
received the School/Day 
Care Lead Reduction Advo-
cacy Award.  Their training 

“Lead in Drinking Water at 
Childcare Facilities” and 
the promotion of lead water 
testing in family child care 
programs gained statewide 
acknowledgment.

Will there be a drought this year?
Special to the Times-Free Press

There very well could be 
a drought this summer that 
will kill thousands of dollar’s 
worth of trees around the area 
and force communities to 
spend money and time for de-
cades to make up for the loss. 
Winthrop’s town department 
of public works has one wa-
tering truck and sometimes 
employees available to fill 
it, drive it around and water 
public trees. But not always 
because unpredictable emer-

gencies arrive to demand 
their time. At best two work-
ers can water four trees in an 
hour. The town has thousands 
of trees.  In a town-wide 
drought DPW workers can-
not keep up and trees will die. 
That is why Winthrop needs 
a citizen army of tree water-
ers ready to go when we have 
two weeks of no rain. 

Any amount of water to 
any small street trees will 
help. (the smaller, younger 
trees may not be established 
so are more vulnerable to die 

of thirst) What you can do is 
carry water or a hose to street 
trees nearest you. The trees 
belong to you. Carry a buck-
et, watering can and add as 
much water as you can allow 
to soak into the ground or fill 
the watering bag. 

Tree Warden, Tom Derde-
rian says that Winthrop is fac-
ing a slow crisis in maintain-
ing and expanding  our tree 
canopy.  Many big, old trees 
planted on streets as much a 
100 years ago are  reaching 
the end of their lifetimes. 

When one of those venerable 
trees with a trunk diameter of 
two feet is replaced by a new 
tree with a trunk diameter of 
two inches it will take close to 
30 years of that tree to growth 
to spread shade anywhere 
near the original tree.  This 
year and in recent years more 
weight, diameter, leaf cover 
has had to be removed than is 
replace by the same number 
of new plantings. So far this 
year we have purchased and 
planted about 50 trees. But all 
of those combined add up to 
compare to only four of the 
ancient remove trees. The 
town plans to plant another 
batch of trees in the fall but 
the budget for purchasing 
them is limited. That is why 
the tree warden is soliciting 
donations to purchase and 
plant more. To make a dona-
tion and request the species 
and place you would like 
contact the tree warden at 
tderderian@winthropma.gov.  

Keep your eyes on the 
skies and if rain does not 
come,  grab your water can or 
hose because it will be up to 
you to save the trees.

Winthrop’s Tim Duplin of the Winthrop Tree Committee water-
ing a newly planted Swamp Oak at Brookfield Park.
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LA COLABORATIVA HOLDS MASQUERADE GALA AT SURVIVAL CENTER

Same-Day Mental Health Services
Struggling with a mental health condition: stress, 
anxiety, depression, or substance use? NeighborHealth 
offers Behavioral Health Urgent Care for individuals 
6+ in East Boston. No insurance needed.

Visit us: 10 Gove Street, 1st Floor, East Boston

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:30am–6:00pm

Call: 617-569-5800

Scan here for 
more details

La Colaborativa held its 
Masquerade Gala May 16 at 
Chelsea Survival Center.

Guests enjoyed a spec-
tacular evening of food and 
music in what has become 
one of Chelsea’s most daz-
zling social events of the 
year.

La Colaborativa Presi-
dent and CEO Gladys Vega 
thanked the many people in 
attendance for their contin-
ued support of the organiza-
tion.

Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll 
brought the official greet-
ings of the Commonwealth. 
City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez and Supt. of School Dr. 
Almi Abeyta led a contin-
gent of Chelsea community 
leaders in attendance at the 
gala.

The organization honored 
Board President and retiring 
Chelsea Police Det. Rosal-
ba Medina in recognition 
of her distinguished 32-year 
career in law enforcement.

Cassandra Lozano Sias and 
Sarah Goldstein of HNTB.

Norielez DeJesus of La Co-
laborativa welcomes Supt. of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta to 
the gala May 16 at Chelsea 
Survival Center.

Cristina Garcia, Councilor-at-Large Kelly Garcia, TND Executive 
Director Rafael Mares (back), Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, and City 
Manager Fidel Maltez.

Office of Gov. Healey Director of Community Engagment Art Gordon, La Colaborativa Director 
of Impact Philip Warren White, La Colaborativa Executive Vice President Dinanyili Del Carmen 
Paulino, Governor’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Access and Opportunity Marcony Almeida Baros, 
and La Colaborativa President and CEO Gladys Vega.

State Rep. Judith Garcia, with her husband, Rob Waters (left) 
and Councilor-at-Large Kelly Garcia.

Professional photographer Darlene DeVita, City Manager Fidel 
Maltez, City Council President Norielez DeJesus, and TND Hous-
ing Program Manager Valentina Moreno.

School Committee Vice Chair Lucia Henriques, Harvard student Jimmy Merino, School Commit-
teewoman Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, Councilor-at-Large Roberto Jimenez-Rivera, Chelsea City 
Council President Norielez DeJesus (Director of Youth Development), President and CEO Gladys 
Vega, Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, Boston City Council President Ruthzee Louijeune, Executive Vice 
President Dinanyili Paulino, and Chief Operations Officer Alex Train.

La Colaborativa President and CEO Gladys Vega welcomes the Metro Credit Union team to the 
gala. From left, Chief Operating Officer Traci Michel, Vice President Saritin Rizzuto, Gladys Vega, 
President and CEO Robert Cashman, Senior Vice President Charlene Bauer, and Chief Marketing 
Officer Monica Santos.

Michael Zimman, Dr. Ellen Rovner, and Carol Michael.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
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CHS GIRLS, BOYS
TRACK TURNED IN A
STRONG SHOWING 
AT THE GBL MEET

Both the Chelsea High 
girls and boys outdoor track 
and field teams turned in 
strong individual and team 
performances at last Mon-
day’s GBL Champion-
ship Meet that was held at 
Somerville’s Dilboy Stadi-
um.

The girls’ squad fin-
ished in third place with 85 
points behind Revere (157 
points) and Medford (108 
points), while the boys tied 
for fourth place with Ever-
ett with 65 points behind 
Somerville (111 points), 
Medford (101 points), and 
Revere (94 points).

The Lady Red Devils 
were led by sophomore 
Thania Simon, who was 
the top point-scorer for the 
meet (both boys and girls) 
with 30 points. Thania won 
three events, the 200 dash 
(26.47), the long jump (17’-
1”), and the triple jump 
(34’-3”).

Fellow sophomore Lilly 
Serrano tallied 23.5 points 
to finish among the top four 
point-scorers. Lily was the 
GBL champ in the 400 dash 
with a time of 1:02.44; took 
second in the 100 dash with 
a sprint of 12.66 that was 
just 0.04 behind the first-
place finisher; and tied for 
third in the high jump. 

Senior Kiara 
Ramirez-Villata was a dou-
ble-champion. Kiara won 
the shot-put with a toss of 
34’-7”, which was two feet 
further than her nearest op-
ponent, and the discus with 
a spin of 99’-9.5”, which 
was an impressive six feet 
further than her closest ri-
val.

Additional individual 
point-scorers for the Lady 
Red Devils included:

-- Hazel Hatleberg scored 
five points with a fourth-
place performance in the 
mile and added another 
point with an eighth-place 
finish in the triple jump;

-- Aly Perez won a medal 
for her eighth-place finish in 
the two-mile;

-- Lauren Nadow won a 
medal with an eighth-place 
in the 100 hurdles, 

-- Anjely Mejia-Martinez 
earned sixth-place medals 
in both the shot-put and the 
discus;

-- Dieunie Cademus 
brought home a fifth-place 
medal in the discus and a 
seventh-place medal in the 
shot; and

-- Leanny Sanchez Ynoa 
took a seventh-place medal 
in the long jump.

In the relays, the 4x800 
team of Kimberly Fuentes 
Chavez, Katherine Benitez, 
Lauren Nadow, and Hazel 
Hatleberg came across in 
fourth place and the 4x400 
relay quartet of Ashly 

Damas Ruiz, Leanny San-
chez Ynoa, Emily Singh, 
and Emelin Rosales earned 
sixth-place medals.

On the boys side, senior 
Ariel Chacon-Arena was 
the top point-scorer for the 
Red Devils. Ariel earned a 
GBL championship in the 
shot-put with a throw of 
53’-1” and took second in 
the discus to tally 18 points 
on the day.

Senior Sherwin Kim also 
reached double-figures, 
scoring six points with a 
third-place finish in the 400 
hurdles and four points with 
a fifth-place effort in the 110 
hurdles.

Adonis Alvarez Umana 
was a triple-medalist, scor-
ing 10 points, with a third 
in the javelin, a sixth in the 
shot-put, and an eighth in 
the discus;

A number of Red Dev-
il teammates also turned 
in strong performances to 
score points for the Chelsea 
column on the scoresheet 
and win medals:

-- Xavy Guzman took 
third place in the 400 dash;

-- Bryan Amaya-Yanes 
grabbed a sixth-place medal 
in the 800;

-- Carlos Perez-Acosta 
brought home a sixth-place 
medal in the mile;

-- Leandro Castro 
grabbed a fourth-place med-
al in the 400 hurdles and a 

CHS Roundup

THE CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL RED DEVILS GIRLS’ FLAG FOOTBALL TEAM

See ROUNDUP Page 11

J

u

n

e

 

2

4

 

–

 

A

u

g

u

s

t

 

2

2

 

*

M

o

n

d

a

y

 

–

 

F

r

i

d

a

y

 

|

 

 

7

:

3

0

a

m

 

–

 

5

:

3

0

p

m

D

a

i

l

y

 

e

n

r

i

c

h

m

e

n

t

 

a

c

t

i

v

i

t

i

e

s

F

i

e

l

d

 

t

r

i

p

s

 

&

 

o

n

-

s

i

t

e

 

e

v

e

n

t

s

H

e

a

l

t

h

y

 

m

e

a

l

s

 

a

n

d

 

s

n

a

c

k

s

M

e

m

o

r

y

-

m

a

k

i

n

g

 

a

l

l

 

s

u

m

m

e

r

 

l

o

n

g

!

UU

A

ME

R

M

TO REMEMBER

SS

EEC licensed program serving school-aged children
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Join us for of a summer full of fun, friendship & adventure!
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*EEC vouchers accepted

*DCF and homeless referrals accepted

Contact:

Charlene Marley – (978) 778-8918

Tabitha Henriquez (ESPAÑOL) – (781) 426-6484

Jennifer Padilla (ESPAÑOL) - (781) 241 - 6484

NEED HELP WITH REGISTRATION?

NEED HELP WITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE?

Revere & Peabody:

Felicia Rocha (PORTUGUÊS) – (978) 778-5032

Chelsea, Everett & Winthrop: 

Maria Pimentel (ESPAÑOL) – (978) 778-5319 

Contact a family enrollment specialist:

Everett • Chelsea • Peabody • Revere • Winthrop

This year CHS brought a new sport into their regular program, flag football was introduced, and Head Coach Briana Scata 
was picked to lead the program, along with Asst. Coach Chris Valesquez.

Asst. Coach Chris Valesquez, Captain Kimberly Ramirez Garcia and Captain Karla Valle 
Salmeron, with Head Coach Brian Scata.

Head Coach Briana Scata and Asst. Coach Chris Valesquez with the Chelsea Red Devil Flag Foot-
ball Team: front row: Denisse Lara, Dana Alvarardo Garcia, Kimberly Rameriz Garcia, Jocelyn 
Tavico, Alexandra Guerra Mox. Back row: Monica Cespedes Cruz, Jaylene Alvarado Martinez, 
Syomara Cruz, Genesis Serrano, Dayana Soriano, Karla Valle Salmeron, Danacy Bonilla, and 
Jessenia Rodriguez.
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However, the statement 
continued, when a federal 
agency is physically present 
at the time of an individual’s 
release, the sole role of the 
Chelsea Police Department 
is to coordinate a safe and 
orderly transfer to ensure 
the safety of all parties in-
volved.

“We also affirm our legal 
obligations under Massa-
chusetts law,” police stated. 
“As established in Com-
monwealth v. Lunn (2017), 
local law enforcement does 
not have the authority to 
detain individuals solely on 
the basis of federal immi-
gration detainers or non-ju-
dicial (civil or adminis-
trative) warrants. Once an 
individual has met the legal 
conditions for release under 
state law, they are free to 
leave immediately from the 
custody of the Chelsea Po-
lice Department.”

The department further 
stated that it is firmly com-
mitted to conducting all op-
erations in a manner that is 
lawful, professional, and re-
spectful of the rights of ev-
ery person it serves, regard-
less of immigration status.

On Monday, police and 
city officials, including Po-
lice Chief Keith Houghton 
and City Manager Fidel 
Maltez took part in a com-

munity meeting at local 
social justice nonprofit La 
Colaborativa to discuss 
community response to 
the immigration activity in 
Chelsea.

In addition to its status as 
a sanctuary city, Chelsea has 
also filed a lawsuit, along 
with Somerville, against the 
Trump administration over 
its national immigration 
policies.

“We know that Chelsea 
police need to be focused 
on keeping Chelsea safe, 
we know that the communi-
ty needs to trust the police, 
and we know that when the 
community doesn’t trust 
Chelsea police, it makes 
our community less safe,” 
said Maltez. “Folks are not 
going to report cases of do-
mestic violence, residents 
are not going to seek help 
when they need help. We 
have worked really hard at 
establishing the relationship 
that we have with the com-
munity and Chelsea police; 
our police officers are from 
Chelsea, our firefighters are 
from Chelsea, we know that 
the way that you do policing 
is through direct communi-
ty engagement and building 
community together.”

With the recent federal 
immigration actions in the 
city, Maltez said it can be 

hard for residents to differ-
entiate the federal officers 
from local police.

“Folks are afraid, they 
see a police vehicle – are 
they going to come for me 
for my immigration status?” 
he said.

Maltez pointed to the 
ICE detainment of the teens 
outside of the police sta-
tion several weeks ago as 
an incident that can erode 
the trust between police and 
community.

“Something we shared 
(at the community meet-
ing Monday) is that unfor-
tunately, there is nothing 
Chelsea police can do to 
stop the enforcement of 
immigration,” said Maltez. 
“We cannot hinder or stop 
or divert an operation from 
ICE. If we were to do that, 
we would be held criminal-
ly responsible for obstruct-
ing the investigation, and 
unfortunately, that is not 
something that we can af-
ford to do as a city, nor can 
we afford as a police depart-
ment.”

Last week, U.S. Attorney 
for the District of Massa-
chusetts Leah Foley re-
leased a statement claiming 
that “interference with ICE 
operations around Massa-
chusetts has been disturb-
ing, to say the least.”

Foley said any alleged in-
terference poses significant 
public and officer safety 
risks. 

“It is conduct that should 
be vilified rather than glo-
rified,” Foley claimed. “I 
will not stand idly by if any 
public official, public safety 
officer, organization or pri-
vate citizen acts in a manner 
that criminally obstructs or 
impedes ICE operations. 
The United States Attor-
ney’s Office, along with our 
federal partners, will inves-
tigate any violations of fed-
eral law and pursue charges 
that are warranted by such 
activity.”

Maltez said the city is 
caught in a hard spot when 
it comes to ensuring the 
safety of the community.

“We don’t support these 
(federal immigration) ac-
tivities,” Maltez said. “We 
certainly think that the way 
that ICE is going about their 
business is not fair, it is not 
just. I personally wish there 
was more that we can do.”

City Councillor-at-Large 
Roberto Jimenez-Rivera 
agreed that the city needs 
to be getting out the word 
about how the local police 
department is limited in 
what it can do in response to 
ICE activity in Chelsea.

“I think right now, the 
biggest piece at the local 
level is that there is a lot of 
uncertainty for folks and 
I think we need to find a 
way for the city’s message 
to reach more people, so 
that people can understand 
the differences between 
federal agents more broad-
ly, because it is not just 
immigration at this point, 
and Chelsea police,” said 
Jimenez-Rivera. 

The councillor said there 
should be an understanding 
of what it means when the 
city and police mean when 

they state that they do not 
collaborate with ICE.

“Not collaborating does 
not mean that there are no 
interactions,” Jimenez-Ri-
vera said. “I think that is 
an area where we need to 
identify how we can better 
or best communicate that to 
people so that (they) can be 
well informed about what 
all this actually means and 
how they can avoid putting 
themselves where they or 
their families could be at 
risk.”

Jimenez-Rivera was one 
of several local elected 
officials who signed a let-
ter addressed to Governor 
Maura Healey to advocate 
for greater action coun-
teracting ICE on the state 
level. The letter amplifies 
the demands of LUCE Im-
migrant Justice Network of 
Massachusetts, a coalition 
of immigrant-led, grass-
roots organizations who 
have been on the ground 
supporting the most vulner-
able with rapid response to 
ICE operations throughout 
the Commonwealth.

Other Chelsea elected of-
ficials who signed the letter 
include councilors Tanairi 
Garcia and Lisa Santagate 
and school committee mem-
bers Sarah Elizabeth Nev-
ille, Jonathan Gomez-Perei-
ra, and Kati Cabral, Chelsea 
School Committee.

“Federal agents have con-
firmed an organized escala-
tion across the Common-
wealth during the month of 
May, which will result in 
too many of our neighbors 
being kidnapped by this 
rogue agency,” the letter to 
Healey states. “We need you 
to commit to your promises 
and stand by our immigrant 
communities now to inter-
vene to stop ICE and their 
systemic abuses of due pro-
cess and basic human rights 

in Massachusetts.”
Elected officials from Ac-

ton-Boxborough, Waltham, 
and Worcester also signed 
the letter.

In a recent interview with 
Boston25 News, Trump 
border czar stated that there 
is “no sensitive location pol-
icy anymore. We did away 
with that. There is no sanc-
tuary for criminal threats 
or public safety threats or 
national security threats, no 
sanctuary.”

While Healey has stated 
that Massachusetts is not a 
sanctuary state, in the inter-
view, Homan said he gets 
reports every week of pub-
lic safety threats released 
from counties within that 
state without notifying ICE, 
adding that he would return 
to Massachusetts and ICE 
would “flood the zone.”

Jimenez-Rivera said the 
governor and the admin-
istration should be doing 
more to protect the state, 
and that when they stand 
by, cities like Chelsea and 
Worcester take the brunt of 
the punishment from ICE 
and other federal agencies.

“I think that the state 
needs to do better,” said 
JImenez-Rivera. “Right 
now, Chelsea is taking it to 
the face, and we’re bearing 
the brunt of this, and it is be-
cause we have chosen a set 
of policies that protect our 
residents in a way that the 
state has chosen not to. It 
has been incredibly frustrat-
ing to see the administration 
essentially stay quiet at a 
time when our community 
needs to to stand up.

“If we were to pass poli-
cy at the state level that mir-
rored policy we have done 
at the local level, we would 
have some of that pressure 
taken off of us and other 
communities.”

ICE // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scan to view more details 
about the property online

Rare Find! 

FOR RENT

80 Broadway
Revere Office: 1,000 SF with 
Private Parking!

High-visibility Broadway location! This office offers:
 Spacious, customizable layout
 Parking spaces (a Revere rarity!)
 Office or retail space
 Convenient to transit & amenities Don't 

miss out! 
Contact us 

for a showing! 

(617) 699-4190
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On May 10, the Jordan 
Boys & Girls Club was 
filled with music, laughter, 
movement, and heartfelt 
memories as community 
members came together to 
celebrate the life of Carmen 
Celia Nieves — a beloved 
figure who served as Mem-
bership Director at the Club 
for over two decades.

Carmen, who passed 
away on April 15, 2019, af-
ter a courageous battle with 
metastatic breast cancer, left 
a lasting impact on genera-
tions of young people and 
families in Chelsea. Her 
legacy was honored in true 
Carmen fashion — with a 
spirited Zumba session, a 
curated playlist featuring 
all her favorite songs, and 
a room full of people who 
loved her deeply.

“Carmen had a way of 
lighting up a room and lift-
ing spirits no matter what 
kind of day she was hav-
ing,” said Josh Kraft, who 
worked alongside her for 
many years.

Known for the unique 
nicknames she gave to Club 
members and colleagues 
alike, Carmen had a gift for 
making personal connec-

tions and building commu-
nity. Her warmth and ener-
gy will continue to resonate 
with us all.

During a moment of re-
flection, Carmen’s niece, 
Laila, shared moving words 
about what it meant to see 
so many people honoring 
her “TiTi” — a remind-
er that Carmen’s love and 
influence continue to rip-
ple through the lives she 
touched.

From the families she 
supported to the young 
people she uplifted with a 
smile or kind word, Car-
men’s spirit remains alive in 
Chelsea. Her presence at the 
Club may be missed, but her 
legacy is ever-present — in 
laughter, in movement, in 
music, and in the bonds she 
helped build.

To everyone who stopped 
by and all those who remem-
ber Carmen in your own 
way, — our family extends 
our deepest gratitude. We 
look forward to gathering 
again next year to continue 
honoring the life and legacy 
of Carmen Celia Nieves — 
a true force of joy, love, and 
community.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF CARMEN CELIA NIEVES

Carmen Celia Nieves’ family, friends, and co-workers are pictured at the event celebrating her life and legacy at the Jordan Boys 
and Girls Club where she was admired and respected by all.

The family of Carmen Celia Nieves, pictured at the celebration of life held in her honor at the 
Jordan Boys and Girls Club.

John Hassell, Jaylen Hassell, John Montes, Josh Kraft, and Chelsea Chamber of Commerce Exec-
utive Director Jennifer Hassell.

Zumba instructor Jeanette 
Velez and Isidra Quinones, 
BGCB Director of Alumni 
Engagement.

Jordan Boys and Girls Club Executive Director Gina Centrella 
(right) welcomes former executive directors Michelle Perez 
and Josh Kraft to the event celebrating the life and legacy of 
membership director Carmen Celia Nieves.

City to host Memorial Day ceremony honoring fallen heroes

THE EASTERN SALT CO.
(617) 884-5201 | 37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

"Our nation owes a debt to its 
fallen heroes that we can never fully repay."

We salute 
our fallen 
heroes 
who 

made the 
ultimate 
sacrifice. Their legacy lives on 

in our hearts.

SAL DIDOMENICO
& FAMILY

STATE SENATOR

The City of Chelsea in-
vites residents and commu-
nity members to attend the 
annual Memorial Day Cere-
mony on Monday, May 26, 
to honor the brave men and 
women who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice in service to 
our nation.

The day will begin with 
a Garden Cemetery Com-
mencement at 10 a.m., fea-
turing a student presentation, 
wreath placement, and the 

moving sounds of “Taps” by 
bagpipes, followed by a pro-
cession to Chelsea City Hall. 
The City Hall Commence-
ment begins at 10:30 a.m. 
and includes student perfor-
mances, remarks from elect-

ed officials, and a keynote 
address by Retired USAF 
Master Sergeant Eliseo 
“Max” Z. Guajardo, whose 
decorated 22-year military 
career and lifetime of public 
service continue to inspire.

The program will also in-
clude music from the Chel-
sea High School Band, a 
poetry recital, the placement 
of wreaths by local veterans, 
and presentations by Chel-
sea elementary students. 

Lunch will follow at 1 p.m.
This heartfelt event brings 

the community together to 
reflect, remember, and ex-
press gratitude for those who 
gave their lives in defense of 
freedom.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS
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For Advertising Rates, Please Call 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE
Public Announcement 

of Invitation to 
submit a PROPOSAL 

The enclosed REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP) 

and accompanying 
specifications are for your 
convenience in submitting 
a proposal for the enclosed 
referenced products and 
services: 
Apple IPADS and acces-
sories
CLOSING DAY AND TIME: 
Sealed proposals will be 
received no later than:  
4:30 pm EST, June 5, 2025
Small and minority firms 
are encouraged to apply. 
The advertisement is 
subject in all respects to 
the terms and conditions of 
the request for proposals. 
CAPIC, Inc. is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer/
Affirmative Action Agency.
PLEASE MARK SEALED 
ENVELOPE: 
CDC Apple iPad Bid
RETURN PROPOSAL TO:
Community Action Pro-
grams Inter-City, Inc.
Attn: Richelle Cromwell, 
Executive Director
100 Everett Avenue, 
Unit 14
Chelsea, MA 02150
Organizational Overview 
Community Action 
Programs Inter-City, Inc. 
(CAPIC) invites qualified 
vendors to submit 
proposals for the purchase 
of Apple iPads and 
associated accessories for 
CAPIC’s Child Development 
Center Program. CAPIC 
is a private, non-profit 
corporation chartered in 
1967 and designated to 
identify and eradicate the 
root causes of poverty 
in Chelsea, Revere and 
Winthrop.  CAPIC has been 
designated by the State 
and Federal Government 
as a Community Action 
Agency and currently 
employs approximately 
115 employees. 
Project Description 
Scope of Work 
Community Action 
Programs Inter-City, Inc. 
(CAPIC) invites qualified 
vendors to submit propos-
als for:
QTY Manufacture 
Part #      Description
40. Apple 
MCNH4LL/A.  iPad Air 13”, 
128GB, Wi-Fi, Space Gray
1.  Apple 
MVXR3LL/A.  iPad Pro 
13” 256GB, WiFi+Cellular, 
Standard Glass, Space 
Black
2.  Apple 
MVX33LL/A.  iPad Pro 13” 
256GB, WiFi, Standard 
Glass, Silver
3.  CODI 
C30705061.  Codi Rugged 
Case for iPad Pro 12.9” 
(Gen 5) HAND 
/ SHOULDER STRAP IPAD 
PRO 2021
Applications to include but 
not limited to: 
* Delivery location:
* 100 Everett Avenue, Unit 
14 Chelsea, MA 02150
* Shipping costs as a sepa-
rate line item on the bid
Required Documents
On 8.5” by 11” white pa-
per in portrait orientation, 
include:

1. Your company name 
and address
2. Net terms
3. The list of above equip-
ment, with unit, extended 
and total pricing.
TAXES
CAPIC is exempt from 
Federal Excise and State 
Sales tax; therefore, tax 
must not be included in 
the proposal’s price. 
RESERVATION OF RIGHTS
* CAPIC reserves the right 
to accept any proposal 
or alternative proposal 
proposed in whole or in 
part, to reject any or all 
proposals or alternatives 
proposals in whole or in 
part and to waive irregu-
larity and/or informalities 
in any proposal and to 
make the award in any 
manner deemed in the 
best interest of CAPIC.
* CAPIC reserves the right 
not to consider any pro-
posal which it determines 
to be unresponsive and 
deficient in any of the 
information requested 
within the RFP.
* CAPIC reserves the right 
to determine whether the 
scope of the project will 
be implemented entirely 
as described in the RFP, 
a portion of the scope, or 
that a revised scope be 
implemented.
CAPIC appreciates your 
time and effort in prepar-
ing this proposal. Please 
note that all proposals 
must be received at the 
designated location by the 
above-mentioned deadline. 
Proposals received after 
the deadline will not be 
considered for the award 
of the contract and will 
be considered void and 
unacceptable.

5/21/25, 5/22/25
R,C,W

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-08

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, June 10, 2025
Council Chambers. 3rd 
Floor, 500 Broadway
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Gamble Associates/David 
Gamble
For Special Permits and 
Variances seeking approval 
for the demolition of an 
existing residential struc-
ture and the construction 
of an educational center 
that does not meet require-
ments for minimum rear 
yard setback, minimum 
lot size, minimum side 
yard setback, minimum 
frontage, maximum floor 
area ratio, maximum 
height, maximum lot 
coverage, and minimum 
off-street parking spaces at 
the premises known as:

50 Heard Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

5/22/25, 5/29/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-06

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning Act, 
Chapter 40A that a Regular 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
will be held on:
Tuesday, June 10, 2025
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Surinder Saini President, 
Canadian Liquors LLC – 
DBA Broadway Variety 2
For Special Permit seeking 
approval for the use of 
a Liquor Store at the 
premises known as:
469 Eastern Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
– Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

5/15/25, 5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Public Announcement 

of Invitation to 
submit a 

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL 

The enclosed REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL (RFP) 

and accompanying 
specifications are for your 
convenience in submitting 
a proposal for the enclosed 
referenced products and 
services:
Ceiling Tile Replacement 
– Head Start Gym at Irene 
O’Connell Center
CLOSING DAY AND TIME: 
Sealed proposals will be 
received no later than:  
May 30, 4:30 pm EST
Small and minority firms 
are encouraged to apply. 
The advertisement is 
subject in all respects to 
the terms and conditions of 
the request for proposals. 
CAPIC, Inc. is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer/
Affirmative Action Agency.
PLEASE MARK SEALED 
ENVELOPE: 
Ceiling Tile Replacement 
Bid
RETURN PROPOSAL TO:
Community Action Pro-
grams Inter-City, Inc.
Attn: Richelle Cromwell, 
Executive Director

100 Everett Avenue, 
Unit 14
Chelsea, MA 02150
Organizational Overview 
Community Action 
Programs Inter-City, Inc. 
(CAPIC) invites qualified 
vendors to submit 
proposals for ceiling tile re-
placement at CAPIC’s Irene 
O’Connell Center Head 
Start site, at 65 Nahant 
Avenue, Revere, MA. CAPIC 
is a private, non-profit 
corporation chartered in 
1967 and designated to 
identify and eradicate the 
root causes of poverty 
in Chelsea, Revere and 
Winthrop.  CAPIC has been 
designated by the State 
and Federal Government 
as a Community Action 
Agency and currently 
employs approximately 
115 employees. 
Project Description
Scope of Work
* Remove and dispose of 
existing ceiling tiles in the 
gymnasium.
* Inspect and report on the 
condition of existing grid 
system.
* Replace any damaged 
components of the grid 
as needed (subject to 
approval).
* Install new ceiling tiles 
that meet acoustic, fire 
safety, and durability 
standards suitable for a 
school gym environment.
* Ensure compliance with 
applicable local, state, and 
federal building codes.
* Conduct a final 
inspection and provide 
documentation of work 
completed.
Dimensions of Gymna-
sium:
Approximately 3900 sq ft 
in the gym/plus 514sq ft 
for ceiling over the stage/
plus 300 sq ft in the entry 
hall adjacent to the gym 
ceilings are approximately 
21 ft high (lift of staging 
will be needed). 
Requirements
Contractor must be 
licensed and insured in 
Massachusetts.
Experience with school 
and/or commercial ceiling 
tile installation preferred.
Must provide a timeline for 
project completion.
Availability to perform 
work outside of program 
operating hours (af-
ter-hours or weekends) is 
preferred.
Proposal Submission 
Requirements
* All proposals must 
include:
* Company name, contact 
person, address, phone 
number, and email.
* Proof of licensure and 
insurance.
* Detailed cost estimate 
(materials, labor, disposal, 
etc.).
* Proposed timeline and 
availability.
* List of recent relevant 
projects (preferably school 
or nonprofit facilities).
* Any warranties or 
guarantees offered.
Additional Information
* Site visits can be 
scheduled upon request.  
Please contact Richelle at 
rcromwell@capicinc.org 
TAXES

* CAPIC is exempt from 
Federal Excise and State 
Sales tax; therefore, tax 
must not be included in 
the proposal’s price. 
RESERVATION OF RIGHTS
* CAPIC reserves the right 
to accept any proposal 
or alternative proposal 
proposed in whole or in 
part, to reject any or all 
proposals or alternatives 
proposals in whole or in 
part and to waive irregu-
larity and/or informalities 
in any proposal and to 
make the award in any 
manner deemed in the 
best interest of CAPIC.
* CAPIC reserves the right 
not to consider any pro-
posal which it determines 
to be unresponsive and 
deficient in any of the 
information requested 
within the RFP.
* CAPIC reserves the right 
to determine whether the 
scope of the project will 
be implemented entirely 
as described in the RFP, 
a portion of the scope, or 
that a revised scope be 
implemented.
CAPIC appreciates your 
time and effort in prepar-
ing this proposal. Please 
note that all proposals 
must be received at the 
designated location by the 
above-mentioned deadline. 
Proposals received after 
the deadline will not be 
considered for the award 
of the contract and will 
be considered void and 
unacceptable.

5/21/25, 5/22/25
R,C,W

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA

INVITATION 
FOR BIDS

CLASSROOM 
CURRICULUM 

TEXTS
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through its 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
is seeking bids for the 
purchase of “Classroom 
Curriculum Texts”.  
Bids will be available on 
or after May 29, 2025 by 
visiting the City’s website 
at 
http:// www.chelseama.
gov/departments/purchas-
ing/current_bids___so-
licitations.php. 
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Classroom 
Curriculum Texts” and sub-
mitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 10:00AM on 
June 12, 2025.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject any 
or all proposals and to 
waive minor irregularities 
and/or formalities as it 
deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are inviting 
all qualified women and 
minority business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 

an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA 

INVITATION 
FOR BIDS
CLEANING 

SERVICES AT 
THE CHELSEA 

POLICE STATION
Sealed bids to furnish 
all services to provide 
Institutional (Building) 
Cleaning Services for the 
City of Chelsea Police 
Department.  
Invitation for Bid 
documents are available 
on or after May 22, 2025 
by visiting the City’s 
website at
https://www.chelseama.
gov/departments/purchas-
ing/current_bids___so-
licitations.php. 
An optional pre-bid walk-
through will be held at the 
Chelsea Police Station, 19 
Park Street, on May 28, 
2025 at 10:00am. 
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “CLEANING 
SERVICES AT THE CHELSEA 
POLICE STATION” and sub-
mitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, June 12, 2025.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to accept 
any bid, to reject and/
or all bids and to waive 
minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest of 
the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are inviting 
all qualified women and 
minority business firms to 
respond.
This invitation for bid is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF 
CHELSEA

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED 
EMIMENT 

DOMAIN TAKING
In accordance with M.G.L 
Ch. 43, Section 30, the 
City of Chelsea – acting 
through the Chelsea City 
Council - will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, June 
2nd, 2025 at 7:00 PM in 
the City Council Chambers, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts 02150 

to discuss the proposed 
Eminent Domain taking of 
145 Market Street and 359 
Beacham Street.
A copy of the Order of 
Taking is available for in-
spection in the City Clerk’s 
Office during normal City 
Hall business hours.
Norieliz DeJesus
President, Chelsea City 
Council

5/15/25, 5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, June 
3rd, 2025 at 6:00pm at 
City Hall 3rd floor in the 
DPW Conference room. 
Proposed Work and Pur-
pose: Petition of Verizon 
for the following petition:
Griffin Way
Place one (1) JO pole, 
P.20A approximately 40’ 
southeasterly from existing 
pole, P.20 located on the 
easterly side of Griffin 
Way.
Public comments will 
be accepted during the 
meeting.
Written comments are 
accepted by email to 
cfox@chelseama.gov until 
12:00pm on 6/3/25.
The public is invited to 
attend.
Cate Fox Lent 
Commissioner  

5/15/25, 5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF 
CHELSEA

NOTICE OF
 PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED FISCAL 

YEAR 2026 ANNUAL 
OPERATING BUDGET

In accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 5-3(a) of 
the Charter of the City of 
Chelsea, notice is hereby 
given that the Chelsea City 
Council will hold a Public 
Hearing on Monday, June 
2nd, 2025 at 7:00 PM in 
the City Council Chambers 
of Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, Mas-
sachusetts 02150 on the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2026 
Annual Operating Budget 
for the City of Chelsea. The 
proposed budget for all 
City services and facilities 
totals $261.7 million, with 
the General Fund totaling 
$110.8 million and the 
School Budget totaling 
$150.9 million. Operating 
costs for the sewer and 
water enterprise services 
total $25.3 million.
The proposed Fiscal Year 
2026 Annual Operating 

Budget is available for 
inspection online at www.
chelseama.gov and copies 
are also available in the 
City Clerk’s office during 
normal City Hall business 
hours.
Norieliz DeJesus
President, Chelsea City 
Council

5/15/25, 5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth

Of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family
Court

Suffolk Probate 
And Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 
Docket No.
SU25D0333DR
Roselia Perez
Pelico
Plaintiff
vs.
Vicente Damacio
Lopez
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for Irre-
trievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at 
the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any action 
which would negatively 
impact the current finan-
cial status of either party. 
SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411. 
You are hereby summoned 
and required to serve 
upon: Roselia Perez Police 
139 Hawthorne St. Apt. 
1 Chelsea, MA 02150, 
your answer on or before 
06/19/2025. If you fail 
to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing and 
adjudication of this action. 
You are also required to 
file a copy of your answer, 
if any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, Esquire, First Judge 
of this Court.
Date: May 15, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

05/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

The 2023 & 2024 Federal 
and State tax returns for 
the Chelsea Education 
Foundation, Inc., a Massa-
chusetts nonprofit corpo-
ration and public charity 
established to support 
Chelsea Public Schools (the 
“Corporation”), are avail-
able for public inspection 
during regular business 
hours at the Chelsea Public 
Library, 569 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA. Copies of 
the documents may also 
be obtained by written 
request to the Corporation.  
Such requests should be 
addressed to Chelsea 
Education Foundation, Inc., 

c/o Chelsea Public Schools, 
500 Broadway, Room 216, 
Chelsea, Massachusetts 
02150.  

5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: Axe 
Entertainment, 

Inc. d/b/a 
Torito Lounge 

73 Winnissimet 
Street, 

Chelsea MA
Chelsea Licensing Commis-
sion, June 12, 2025
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, June 12, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the City 
Council Chambers, Chelsea 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA, to consider a 
New All Kinds of Alcoholic 
Beverages License applica-
tion (On Premise) and an 
Amusement & Entertai-
ment license application 
to Axe Entertainment, Inc. 
d/b/a Torito Lounge at 
73 Winnissimet Street, 
Chelsea, MA.  02150.  
Please be advised that you 
must notify all abutters, 
via Certified Return Receipt 
mail, of this hearing.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

5/15/25, 5/22/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Zoning 

Amendment 
ZA25-01

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a public 
hearing of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held at 
Council Chambers, City 
Hall, 500 Broadway
Tuesday, May 27, 2025, 
6:00 PM
For a recommendation 
to the City Council on 
proposed amendments 
to the Chelsea Zoning 
Ordinance:
Section 34—106(j)(6) 
This update would limit 
ineligibility for participa-
tion in the resident sticker 
parking program to those 
sites given relief from the 
required number of off-
street parking spaces only.
All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend.
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Tuesday,
8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon

5/22/25
C

All hotel shelters across state to close this summer 
Special to the Times-Free Press

Gov. Maura Healey an-
nounced that her adminis-
tration’s plan to close all 
hotel shelters is six months 
ahead of schedule, with the 
remaining 32 hotels expect-
ed to close this summer. 
Governor Healey had previ-
ously directed all hotel shel-
ters to be closed by the end 
of 2025. 

A new report shows that, 
as of April 30, only 32 hotel 
shelters remain, down from 
a peak of 100 in the sum-
mer of 2023, a 68-percent 
decrease. These decreases 
are a result of a number of 
reforms Governor Healey 
made to reduce caseloads 
and the cost of the state’s 
Emergency Assistance fam-
ily shelter system, including 
a six-month length of stay 
requirement, workforce 
training and job placement 
for residents, and increased 

case management to help 
families find stable hous-
ing. The total number of 
families in shelter recently 
dropped below 5,000 for the 
first time since July 2023 
and is expected to drop 
below 4,000 families this 
summer – six months ahead 
of schedule. 

“When we took office, 
homeless families were be-
ing placed in hotel shelters 
across the state,” said Gov-
ernor Healey. “A hotel is no 
place to raise a family, and 
they are the least cost effec-
tive...We also promised to 
close all hotel shelters by 
the end of the year.”

“I’m pleased that we are 
ahead of schedule, with 
more families getting jobs 
and moving to stable hous-
ing.” 

“Closing hotel shelters is 
essential to making sure that 
families are set up for suc-

cess and to save our state 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars a year,” said Lt. Gov. 
Kim Driscoll. “We’re grate-
ful to our team and partners 
for working so hard to help 
families leave shelter for 
stable housing, which is 
better for families and better 
for taxpayers.” 

“We want to express our 
deep appreciation for the 
extraordinary work of the 
frontline teams, who are 
vital partners in supporting 
families throughout this 
crisis,” said Housing and 
Livable Communities Sec-
retary Ed Augustus. “Shel-
ter providers and their staff 
played a critical role in 
rapidly scaling up services 
to meet an unprecedented 
surge in need. Their dedica-
tion and agility ensured that 
thousands of families across 
the state had access to safe 
shelter and support at a time 

when it was most needed. 
We are also grateful to the 
communities and partners 
who have come together to 
support families throughout 
this emergency.”

The report details the 
state’s history with turning 
to hotels and motels to shel-
ter homeless families. In 
2014, 1,500 families were 
being sheltered in hotels 
across the state. The previ-
ous administration turned to 
hotels again in 2022 as the 
number of families seeking 
shelter began to dramatical-
ly increase due to the hous-
ing crisis, failed federal im-
migration policy, and a lack 
of safeguards to control the 
expansion of the shelter sys-
tem. 

Due to declining case-
load, the Norfolk Rapid 
Shelter located at the former 
Bay State Correctional Cen-
ter and the Revere CSR site 

at the Revere Quality Inn 
will close this summer. Ad-
ditionally, the Lowell Inn 
and Conference Center will 
transition from a Bridge 
Track shelter site to a Rapid 
Track shelter and CSR site 
in July. 

The Healey-Driscoll Ad-
ministration inherited two 
dual challenges when it 
arrived in office in 2023: 
an unprecedented surge of 
families seeking emergency 
shelter and a flawed shelter 
system that was ill-equipped 
to handle such a surge. To 
meet this unprecedented 
challenge, Governor Healey 
initiated a number of re-
forms to lower the caseload, 
reduce taxpayer costs and 
improve safety. 

Governor Healey de-
clared a state of emergency 
and imposed a cap on the 
system at 7,500 families in 
2023. She also worked with 

the Legislature to reform the 
Right to Shelter law. That 
includes requiring proof of 
Massachusetts residency as 
well as the requirement that 
all family members have 
lawful immigration status, 
with limited exemptions. 
Governor Healey imposed 
mandatory CORI checks for 
all adults before entry into 
the system. 

As a result of Governor 
Healey’s actions, caseloads 
and costs have decreased. 
The number of families 
in shelter dropped below 
5,000 for the first time since 
July 2023. Since the start of 
2025, double the number of 
families have exited shel-
ter (approximately 2,500) 
than have entered shelter 
(approximately 1,100). Ap-
proximately 85-90 percent 
of families seeking shelter 
are now longtime Massa-
chusetts families.  
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Tnd Acquisitions LLC Albion Lane LLC                 1 Albion Pl              $2,553,695  
Mihelich, Jeramiah Dimare, Richard 100 Commandants Way #402  $399,900  
125 Library Realty LLC Ana M Betancourt RET    125 Library St                   $4,000,000  
125 Library Realty LLC Ana M Betancourt RET  129 Library St                  $4,000,000  
125 Library Realty LLC Ana M Betancourt RET    135 Library St               $4,000,000  
125 Library Realty LLC Ana M Betancourt RET    139 Library St              $4,000,000  
125 Library Realty LLC Ana M Betancourt RET   160 Marlborough St        $4,000,000  
Dejesus, Norieliz Mora, William R      2 Lisa Ln                      $715,000  
Tnd Acquisitions LLC Blossom Street LLC 22 Blossom St            $2,153,397  
Tnd Acquisitions LLC Carroll Court LLC 33 Carroll St          $1,021,454
Tnd Acquisitions LLC Carroll Garden LLC 37 Carroll St                $1,021,454
King, Michael       Godfrey, Kathleen   44 Lafayette Ave #306      $325,000  
Ugboaja, Donna     Geraldine T Koplovitz RE 5 Fremont Ave               $1,065,000  
Melendez, Kevin O    Littlefield, Keith 55 Webster Ave              $750,000  
Luku, Mirdash        Boston Tt Investment LLC 64 Washington Ave #4  $445,000   
Maldonado Jr, Fernando L Kamens Barbara D Est    66 Franklin Ave         $990,000

Give the Gift of 

Name_______________________________________

City__________________ State ____ ZIP___________

Address_________________________________________
________________________________________

Clip this and mail in or stop by the office 8:30AM - 5PM
The Independent Newspapers

385 Broadway, Suite 105 
Revere, MA  02151

For more information call us at 781-485-0588

A year’s subscription to 
The Revere Journal, 

The Chelsea Record or 
The Winthrop Sun-Transcript. 

$26 in town or $50 for out of town.

Hometown News

30 70

Plant the Seeds  
of Success

Clients & customers
are just a CLICK 

away if you advertise 
ONLINE

Call (781) 485-0588 
or email your Rep.

maximize 
your exposure

maximize 
your exposure

march • APRIL • may

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$150/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com
deb@reverejournal.com

OONNLLIINNEE  with 
our 
Spring Special

CHELSEA area - Early morning hours - 5AM-2PM. 
Sales, stock + receiving. Small wholesale distributor. 
English and Spanish helpful. 
We’re looking for a people person with aptitude for 
sales. Please call 401-954-9066.
6/12

AUTOMOBILE FOR SALE

2016 BMW 750i, Dark gray/beige int. - low miles. Beauti-
ful car in great condition, loaded with extras, must see. 
Asking $21,000 or Best Offer
Please call 617-569-7500
6/12

HELP WANTED

Roundup // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

seventh place medal in the 
triple-jump;

-- Younes Sharif earned 
an eighth-place medal in the 
400 hurdles;

-- Kevin Romero-Molina  
took home two medals with 
a third-place in the discus  
and an eighth-place in the 
shot-put; and

-- Nathaniel Ramos Qui-

jada earned a fourth-place 
medal in the high jump.

In the relays:
--  The 4x100 quartet 

of Aiden Rivas-Ortega, 
Younes Sharif, Juan Porti-
llo, and Nathanyel Ramos 
Quijada earned eighth-place 
medals.

-- The 4x400 foursome 
of Sherwin Kim, Leandro 

Castro, Zakaria Moubtas-
sim, and Xavy Guzman 
came across in fourth place 
to score five points for Chel-
sea.

-- The 4x800 team of 
Eric Anderson, Kyle Leong, 
Carlos Perez-Acosta, and 
Bryan Amaya-Yanes won 
third-place medals.

NFPA provides top grilling safety tips for 
Memorial Day and beyond

Special to the Times-Free Press

For many of us, Memori-
al Day weekend marks the 
unofficial start of summer, 
when many people dust off 
their grills to celebrate the 
holiday and prepare for out-
door cooking in the warmer 
months ahead. As they do, 
the National Fire Protection 
Association® (NFPA®) of-
fers important safety tips 
and guidelines to help en-
sure that the grilling season 
remains fire-safe.  

“Cookouts and outdoor 
grilling can be a great way 
to spend time with friends 
and family, but they do 
present potential risks,” 
said Lorraine Carli, vice 
president of Outreach and 
Advocacy at NFPA. “Over 
Memorial Day weekend and 
throughout the summer, we 
want everyone to be aware 
of where and when grilling 
fires tend to happen, along 
with steps they can take to 
help prevent them.” 

NFPA data show that be-

tween 2019 and 2023, gas 
grills were involved in an 
average of 9,287 home fires 
per year, including 4,682 
structure fires and 4,605 
outdoor fires. In roughly 
one-fifth (20%) of these 
fires, the grill had not been 
cleaned. In addition, an an-
nual average of 21,682 pa-
tients went to emergency 
rooms because of grill-re-
lated injuries between 2020 
and 2024, according to data 
from the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commis-
sion.  

“By following simple 
safety precautions, people 
can greatly reduce the risk 
of grilling fires and associ-
ated risks,” said Carli. 

Here are NFPA tips, 
recommendations, and re-
sources for using outdoor 
grills safely:

• For propane grills, 
check the gas tank for leaks. 
(Watch NFPA’s video on 
how to check for leaks.)

• Keep your grill clean. 
Make sure to remove all 

grease and fat buildup from 
the grills and the trays be-
low.  

• Place the grill far from 
your home, deck railings, 
eaves, or overhanging 
branches.  

• Before lighting your 
gas-powered grill, always 
make sure the lid is open. 

• Keep children and pets 
at least three feet away from 
the grilling area.  

• If you use starter fluid 
with charcoal grilling, only 
use charcoal starter fluid. 
Never add charcoal fluid or 
any other flammable liquids 
to the fire once it’s been lit. 
When you finish grilling, let 
the coals cool completely 
before disposing them in a 
metal container.  

• Never leave your grill 
unattended when in use. 

For additional grilling 
safety information, check 
out the NFPA podcast ep-
isode, a blog post on fire 
code grill requirements, or a 
video on some lesser-known 
grilling safety tips. 

    ZONTA CLUB OF CHELSEA 
AND NORTH SHORE NEWS

Shown (left to right) are Barbara Lawlor, Janette Giso and 
Diane Cambria.

The Zonta Club of Chel-
sea and North Shore recently 
welcomed a new member to 
our Club.  Our new member, 
Janette Yebba Giso is a grad-
uate of Chelsea High School 
and is a lifelong resident of 
the city. She is currently em-
ployed as a Real estate agent 
for Bayside Realty in Cam-
bridge. She was installed by 
Diane Cambria. Welcome 
Janette!
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This event is sponsored by Eastern Salt Company

Saturday May 24
11 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Port Park
99 Marginal St
Chelsea, MA

Parking is available on site.

    TThhee  ffeessttiivvaall  kkiicckkss  ooffff  wwiitthh  aann  ooffifficciiaall  ooppeenniinngg  cceerreemmoonnyy  ffeeaattuurriinngg  ffiiffee  aanndd  ddrruumm,,  rreemmaarrkkss  ffrroomm  CCiittyy  aanndd  eelleecctteedd  ooffifficciiaallss,,  
ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  aa  ssppeecciiaall  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  bbyy  JJoohhnn  MMccGGoouugghh  ooff  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSeerrvviicceess,,  TThhee  AAddjjuuttaanntt  GGeenneerraall’’ss  OOffifficcee..

Tawakal Halal Cafe 

Orlando’s Fully Baked

       Bella Isla Express        Antojitos Latinos Chelsea                

Boba Tea & Snow Ice House    Lily Jello's Factory   

PUBLIC TRANSIT  The event is accessible via the SL3 and 111 bus routes:
 Silver Line SL3: Stop: Eastern Avenue 0.6-mile walk via Marginal St
111 Bus: Stop: Woodlawn Park St @ Williams St. 0.5-mile walk via Williams St and Marginal St
104 and 112 Bus:Stop: Central Ave @ Lynn St. 0.3 mile walk via Lynn St
 PARKING
Parking at Eastern Minerals (located at Marginal St, between Shawmut St and Highland St) and at Chelsea 
Point (Marginal St @ Willow St). If you're using GPS to navigate to Chelsea, please enter the address: 99 
Marginal St, Chelsea.   Additional parking options are also available throughout Downtown Chelsea.

LLOOCCAALL  FFOOOODD  
VVEENNDDOORRSS  

 PUBLIC 
TRANSIT 

AND 
PARKING 

 PARADE: 11:30am - 12pm at Marginal Street 
 Explore the SSV Ernestina-Morrissey, the 1894 schooner from the Massachusetts Maritime Academy, as you learn about the first British 
vessel captured and destroyed, The HMS Diana.  A highlight of the event will be the original cannon captured from the HMS Diana, on 
display for the first time in Chelsea! This historic artifact was taken by Groton’s Asa Lawrence and his men in May 1775.
 IN ADDITION:The Governor Bellingham-Cary House Museum (34 Parker St, Chelsea) will also host a free Open House from 11am to 
3pm, offering exhibits and storytelling about Chelsea’s Revolutionary past.

Artillery Demonstrations (12:00 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m.)   Revolutionary-Era Militia Encampment Musket Firing Demonstrations thru the day 
Children's Spot: Colonial Games, Historical Schoolmaster Station, and Balloon Artist         Bent Water Beer Garden

BBAATTTTLLEE  OOFF  CCHHEELLSSEEAA  CCRREEEEKK  225500TTHH  AANNNNIIVVEERRSSAARRYY  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONN
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  2244,,  22002255,,  1111aamm--44ppmm          PPoorrtt  PPaarrkk  ((9999  MMaarrggiinnaall  SStt))


