
Special to the Record

Devon Fields, Deputy 
City Manager of Opera-
tions, has been selected as 
one of 35 municipal gov-
ernment leaders nationwide 
to participate in the pres-
tigious Leadership ICMA 
2025 program. 

This competitive se-
lection highlights Fields’ 
exemplary leadership and 
commitment to advancing 
local government opera-
tions in Chelsea, according 
to City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez.

As the Deputy City Man-
ager of Operations, Fields 
oversees several key de-
partments, including In-

spectional Services, Human 
Resources, Housing and 
Community Development, 
Permitting and Land Use 
Planning, and the Office of 
the City Clerk. In the last 
year, she has worked with 
these departments to realize 
increased operational effi-
ciency, enhanced commu-
nity engagement, and more 
effective service delivery.

The Leadership ICMA 
program, hosted by the In-
ternational City/County 
Management Association 
(ICMA), aims to equip ris-
ing leaders in local govern-

ment with the knowledge, 
skills, and connections to 
drive innovative and effec-
tive solutions in their com-
munities. The 2025 cohort 
was chosen from a pool of 
applicants across the coun-
try, recognizing individu-
als who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership po-
tential and a commitment to 
public service excellence.

The year-long Leadership 
ICMA program kicked off 
in April 2025 in Milwaukee, 
WI, and will provide partic-
ipants with a comprehen-
sive curriculum, including 
in-person sessions, virtual 
training, and networking 
opportunities. Throughout 
the program, participants 
will engage with industry 
leaders, experts, and peers 
to explore key topics such 
as strategic management, 
public policy, community 
engagement, and organiza-
tional effectiveness.

“I am honored to be se-
lected for Leadership ICMA 
2025,” said Fields. “This is 
an exciting opportunity to 
learn from peers and experts 
across the country, and to 

bring back valuable insights 
and strategies that will ben-
efit the City of Chelsea and 
our residents. I’m proud to 
represent the City as part of 
this cohort.”

The Leadership ICMA 
program is designed to de-
velop the next generation 
of local government ex-
ecutives. Participants will 
engage in comprehensive 
training, leadership devel-
opment, and networking op-
portunities, enabling them 
to create lasting impacts in 
their communities. The final 
capstone project complet-
ed by each participant will 
contribute to the body of 
work around pressing issues 
in public administration to-
day.

“We are thrilled to see 
Devon recognized for this 
opportunity,” said Maltez. 
“Her positivity, dedica-
tion to public service, and 
commitment to the City of 
Chelsea make her an ideal 
candidate for this program. 
We are confident that her 
participation will bring even 
greater success to our com-
munity.”
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Deputy City Manager selected to participate in the 
prestigious Leadership ICMA 2025 program

New Chelsea Police Of-
ficer Joseph Cataldo was 
sworn in on Monday by City 
Clerk Jeannette Cintron, 
witnessed by City Manager 
Fidel Maltez, Chief Keith 
Houghton, & Professional 
Standards Division Com-
mand Staff. Also in atten-
dance were his family mem-
bers. Cataldo has been in 

law enforcement since 2017 
and is a lateral transfer from 
another police department.

He will undertake addi-
tional on-the-job training, 
riding with a veteran officer 
in the Chelsea Police Field 
Training Program, before 
hitting the streets on his 
own.

City Manager proposes 
$261.7 million budget

Planning Board continues 
hearing on Park Street 
residential development 

Special to the Record

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez has officially submit-
ted the City of Chelsea’s 
proposed Fiscal Year 2026 
(FY26) budget to the City 
Council, totaling $261.7 
million, marking a 6.82 
percent increase over last 
year’s budget. The proposed 
spending plan reflects the 
city’s commitment to public 
safety, education, and infra-
structure investment while 
maintaining a disciplined 
fiscal approach, according 
to Maltez.

“This budget continues to 
build on our investments in 
public safety, education, and 
infrastructure while main-
taining fiscal discipline,” 
said Maltez. “Chelsea’s 
financial health remains 
strong, and we are focused 

on balancing growth with 
affordability and essential 
services.”

The general fund is pro-
posed at $110.8 million, 
while the school depart-
ment would receive $150.9 
million, underscoring Chel-
sea’s strong support for edu-
cation, Maltez stated.

He added that public 
safety is a key priority in the 
FY26 proposal. “This fund-
ing ensures we can continue 
to invest in community po-
licing initiatives and critical 
training to better serve all 
our residents,” said Police 
Chief Keith Houghton. 

Fire Chief John Quatieri 
also praised the proposed 
investments, noting, “With 
these resources, we will be 
able to modernize equip-

By Adam Swift

Citing concerns about 
traffic, parking, and the 
scope of the project, the 
Planning Board continued 
the public hearing on a 120-
unit, six-story Park Street 
development until its May 
27 meeting.

The proposed project 
calls for 120 residential 
units with 50 parking spac-
es on two decks, as well as 
seven commercial spaces 
on the first floor at 105-115 
Park Street.

In addition to that par-
cel, which is the location of 
the former Pollo Campero 
restaurant, the development 
lot also includes 12 Essex 
St. and 1 Ellsworth St.

The project requires a 
special permit for the park-
ing and a special permit for 
a planted screen of less than 
10 feet between zoning dis-
tricts, as well as a variance 
for the demolition of two 
structures on the property. 

Several planning board 
members, as well as sever-
al residents, raised concerns 
about the project at last 
week’s public hearing. The 
continuance means that the 
project will have to wait un-
til June for the ZBA to act 
on any planning board rec-
ommendations.

The proposed 120 
units include 95 one-bed-
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Deputy City Manager Devon 
Fields.

COURTESY PHOTO

New Chelsea Police Officer Joseph Cataldo.

SWEARING IN

See BUDGET Page 2

See PARK STREET Page 3

RED DEVIL SOFTBALL ACTION

Last Monday afternoon the Highlanders of 
Somerville High visited Carter Park at CHS to bat-
tle the Red Devils.

The Highlanders took an early lead, and never 
looked back, taking the match 19-7.

Juliana Hassell rushes from the pitcher’s mound to make a 
play at the plate.

Monica Cespedes-Cruz made some great plays for the 
Red Devils. See Pages 7 for more photos.
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By Adam Swift

Parking on the congested 
streets of Chelsea has con-
sistently been one of the 
biggest issues in the city.

At Monday night’s city 
council meeting, City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez respond-
ed to a council order filed 
by District 5 Councilor Lisa 
Santagate requesting the city 
review its existing structure 
for traffic and parking vio-
lations with an emphasis on 
overnight parking without a 
residential sticker.

“Our Director of Con-
stituent Services complet-
ed a thorough review of 
neighboring communities,” 
stated Maltez. “During our 
engagement with residents, 
parking is among the top 
concerns. We appreciate the 
concern raised by Councilor 
Santagate and agree whole-

heartedly that there needs to 
be an improvement within 
our current parking program 
to prioritize parking for our 
residents.”

Chelsea’s current struc-
ture for traffic and parking 
violations is comparable 
with surrounding commu-
nities, according to the city 
manager.

“The $25 fee for parking 
without a residential sticker 
overnight is equal to that of 
our neighbors in Everett and 
Winthrop,” Maltez stated. 
“While doing research for 
this council order, Everett 
announced that all parking 
fines would be increased by 
$5 effective July 1, 2025. 
Revere currently charges 
$20 for the same infraction. 
Somerville Charges $50 for 
this infraction.”

One potential approach 
to the issue could be target-

ing specific vehicles versus 
making a citywide change, 
according to Maltez.

In Everett, there is a $50 
fee for commercial vehicles 
and $50 for an overnight 
parking violation.

“Everett also charges a 
different amount, $50, for 
overnight parking fines in 
the downtown area,” said 
Maltez. “We are mindful 
of striking the balance be-
tween effective parking en-
forcement and burdening 
residents with additional 
costs.”

Santagate thanked Mal-
tez and his office for the re-
search they provided.

“That was really my goal 
with bringing this up was 
that we could start to have 
a conversation and start to 
think of other ways to tackle 
this issue,” she said.

Councillor-at-Large Ro-
berto Jimenez Rivera said 
there should be further con-
versation about the issue in 
the council’s parking plan-
ning subcommittee. He said 
the council might also want 
to consider extending the 
hours of enforcement for the 
resident parking permits.

“Bans are not a way to 
make money, it is a way 
for us to enforce the rules, 
and if we don’t want people 
parking we should look at 
increasing the fees so it pre-
vents people from doing it,” 
he said.

District 1 Councilor Todd 
Taylor said the council 
needs to gather more com-
munity input and engage-
ment before it decides to 
discuss any changes in sub-
committee.

Budget // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Special to the Independent

As we face the public

health crisis of COVID-19, 

know that Massachusetts is 

prepared. Our public health 

departments, world-class

healthcare providers and

institutions are experts in

emergency preparedness 

and are trained for the pos-

sible emergence of diseases 

like this.
The East Boston Neigh-

borhood Health Center

(EBNHC) is working with

local and national public

health officials to ensure 

the safety of our staff, pa-

tients, and members of the 

communities we serve. In-

formation is changing rap-

idly. To help protect you, 

EBNHC is partnering with

Independent Newspaper

Group and other media to

share important informa-

tion regularly. This content 

also appears at ebnhc.org/

COVID19 and on our social 

media channels.

If you are an EBNHC 

patient and have fever and

flu-like symptoms or have 

had a possible COVID-19 

exposure, do not come to 

the health center. Instead, 

call the health center at 617-

569-5800 for phone screen-

ing. If appropriate, you will 

be given instructions on 

how to get tested. 

If you are not an EBN-

HC patient and are possibly 

sick from COVID-19, call 

your primary care provider. 

Patients who do not have 

a primary care provider 

should call the Mayor’s 

health line at 617-534-

5050.
To ensure safety, EBN-
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EBNHC taking the necessary steps to protect our community
TAKING STEPS TO STOP THE SPREAD OF COVID-19
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By Seth Daniel

State construction proj-

ects like the North Wash-

ington Street Bridge will

continue, state officials

said on Monday, despite

the shutdown of many oth-

er construction projects

throughout the city.

Transportation Secretary

Stephanie Pollack said in a

virtual meeting on Monday,

March 23, that they would

keep state road and bridge

projects moving ahead

during the pandemic, in-

cluding the Tobin Bridge,

the Chelsea Curves and the

North Washington Street

Bridge.
While work sites all over

Boston and Charlestown

have ground to a halt on

the order of Mayor Martin

Walsh, state Department of

Transportation (MassDOT)

said they had been advised

by the Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) that outdoor

construction was a low risk.

“We do plan to work on

critical transportation in-

frastructure projects during

this period, though that

could change at a later

time,” said Pollack. “Work

on these critical road and

bridge projects are con-

tinuing right now. We are

working closely with the

contracting companies and

making sure they are prac-

ticing the proper social dis-

tancing and hygiene on their

sites…It will be a project

by project decision, though.

By Cary Shuman

Karen Moschella is help-

ing to provide meals to 

Saugus students during the

coronavirus crisis.

Moschella, owner of the

well-known Off Broadway 

Dance Studio in Chelsea,

teamed up with Jamie Os-

good, general manager of 

Whitsons School Nutrition, 

Cathy Calderone, Denise

Palladino, wife of Boston

Celtics public address an-

nouncer Eddie Palladino, in 

the distribution of lunches 

last Friday outside Saugus

High School.
“We’re just trying to do

our best to feed the kids in

Saugus and do our part for

the community,” said Whit-

son.
Moschella said she was

happy to participate in the

group effort.
“I’m happy to help the

children and families in

Saugus, said Moschella,

who extended her gratitude

to Kettle Cuisine for their

donations of soups.

The group was also giv-

ing out weekend meals as

part of the Healthy Students

Healthy Saugus backpack

program. “We serve about

60 kids every weekend,

enough food for breakfast,

lunch, and dinner Saturday

and Sunday, so we’re dis-

tributing that food as well,”

Karen Moschella has been 

helping out Saugus stu-

dents during the coronavi-

rus crisis.

Karen Moschella

helping out during 

coronavirus crisis

State bridge and highway work 

continues amidst COVID-19 response

See CONSTRUCTION Page 2

State road and bridge projects like this one at the North Washington Street Bridge in 

Charlestown have been deemed a low risk and will continue on for the time being amidst 

the COVID-19 response. While many construction sites have been shut down, contractors 

at these projects are working to teach workers to keep their distance and perform proper 

hygiene on the site.

See MOSCHELLA Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Chelsea City Manager

Tom Ambrosino report-

ed that confirmed cases in 

Chelsea have grown quick-

ly to 17 cases, with many 

more likely being moni-

tored who had contact with 

those folks.
That comes only one

week after the City con-

firmed three cases, and as 

surrounding communities

have reported anywhere

from three to five cases this 

week. It has brought about 

an appeal by Ambrosino 

for residents to take pre-

cautions and listen to the 

advice for social distancing 

and staying at home.

“As of 4 p.m. on Tues-

day we had 17 confirmed 

cases,” he said. “My com-

ment to that is always that 

there are already probably 

more cases. You have to 

assume there are multiple

times the number of people

infected with the Corona-

virus in Chelsea and every

surrounding community.

In some sense the numbers

reported are irrelevant. We

are at high risk in Chelsea

given how densely people

live and how crowded some

of our housing units are. I

would say that Chelsea is at

high risk for the spread of

the virus.”
That is the uneasiness

that caused Ambrosino and

the City to issue a phone

alert on Monday to urge

people to keep the proper

distancing from one anoth-

er.
“We’re trying our hard-

est to get the message out

so that people absolutely

understand to physically

distance yourself from oth-

Chelsea  leaders plea for social distancingCases surge

See CASES Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The City and its partners

are beginning to look for

spaces where large amounts

of COVID-19 patients

could potentially be quar-

antined if the surge that is

expected does materialize.

City Manager Tom Am-

brosino all options are on

the table and they are look-

ing at everything and any-

thing – from school cafete-

rias to large open spaces to

hotels.
“Like every city and

town, we’ve been asked to

think about potential plac-

es to quarantine,” he said.

“It could be existing build-

ings that are empty. It could

be large open space areas

which could be scaled up.”

In year’s past during

snow emergencies or large

power outages, the public

schools have been a place

of refuge, including the

cafeteria at Chelsea High

School and that is certainly

also a possibility.

“Everything is a possibil-

ity at this point depending

on the severity of the situa-

tion,” he said.
As he looked out his

window in his office at City

Hall, Ambrosino told the

Record that hotels aren’t off

the table – and he said he

believes the Encore casino

should even be up for dis-

cussion.
“I look out my window

here at City Hall and can

see a perfect spot – that

large casino hotel that is

empty right now,” he said.

“It seems like a great spot

to quarantine about 600

people.”

City beginning to look for spaces to

quarantine potential surge of cases

By Seth Daniel

When sewing instructor

Beatriz Marquina set up a

pilot program in November

at the Chelsea Collabora-

tive to teach day laborers

sewing skills, she and those

at the Collaborative had no

Mask the Problem

Collaborative sewing class gets

busy making safety masks

Members of the Chelsea Collaborative’s pilot sewing skills 

program began learning how to sew last November. Now, 

after having lost their day labor jobs, they are putting 

their sewing skills to work to make proper masks for City 

officials and to raise money for families who cannot get 

unemployment.

See MASKS Page 12
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1     SELLER 1       ADDRESS PRICE   
Martinez, Mario Ricupero Jr, Richard    136 Williams St             $870,000 
Martinez, Mario Ricupero Jr, Richard    138 Williams St          $870,000  
Martinez, Mario Ricupero Jr, Richard  140 Williams St       $870,000  
Martinez, Mario Ricupero Jr, Richard    142 Williams St   $870,000 
Martinez, Mario Ricupero Jr, Richard    144 Williams St        $870,000   
Li, Yanchuan            Hafeez-Lodhi Ft       29 Madison Ave        $1,128,000  
Martinez, Oscar          Delao, Jose W          31 Heard St               $880,000  
Arevalo, Jesus E        Zhadeeva, Aleksey      70 Warren Ave #4-2      $382,500

ment and enhance firefight-
er staffing and training to 
improve response times and 
safety for our community.”

Beyond public safety, the 
budget supports enhance-
ments in infrastructure, 
technology, and community 
programs. It also addresses 
cost pressures such as rising 
health insurance premiums 
and contractual salary in-
creases across departments, 

according to Maltez.
Important upcoming 

dates for the budget process 
include:

Department Budget Pre-
sentations and Hearings to 
the City Council: Scheduled 
for May 12 - 15, 2025

City Council vote on the 
FY26 Budget: Scheduled 
for June 2, 2025

“An engaged community 
is vital to our budget pro-

cess. We want to hear from 
everyone,” said Deputy 
City Manager for Finance 
Michael Mason. 

Under Mason’s direction 
the City held the first public 
budget forums one in March 
and one in April leading up 
to the formal budget process 
as a tool to engage residents 
and community stakehold-
ers. 

DiDomenico provides update 
on Everett soccer stadium

By Adam Swift

State Senator Sal DiDo-
menico provided an update 
on plans for a new 25,000-
seat professional soccer sta-
dium for the New England 
Revolution on the Ever-
ett waterfront at Monday 
night’s Chelsea City Coun-
cil meeting.

The state senator re-
viewed the history of the 
project to this point and 
discussed the methods that 
could be used to alleviate 
traffic from the stadium in 
Chelsea, Everett, and sur-
rounding communities.

“The Revolution are pro-
posing to build a soccer 
stadium on the waterfront 
in Everett, which currently 
looks like a place where we 
normally wouldn’t do any 
business,” said DiDomeni-
co. “There is a power plant 
sitting there right now, and 
the power plant has been 
decommissioned and it’s 
basically an empty shell. 
But what is left of the pow-
er plant is dirty soil, dirty 
water on the waterfront, and 
for years, that power plant 
has been polluting our air.”

With the proposal for the 
soccer stadium, DiDomeni-
co said Everett and the re-
gion are trying to turn the 
page on its industrial past.

“The challenge we had is 
that the power plant, where 
it sits today, is on a Desig-
nated Port Area (DPA),” 
DiDomenico.

The state senator said 
there are about 10 DPAs 
in the state, and that the 
one that runs from Everett 
through Chelsea is one of 
the largest in the state. With 
the DPA in place, DiDo-
menico said there has been 
little chance to properly de-
velop the area.

“Through legislation, we 
lifted the DPA on that piece 
of land where the power 
plant is today and where the 
stadium is proposed to go,” 
he said. “The DPA that was 
lifted was 8.8 percent of the 
entire DPA, so there is a 
much larger DPA that goes 
beyond that.”

That legislation passed 
last November, and the 
official lifting of the DPA 
is contingent upon the cit-
ies of Everett and Boston 
(which owns a small part 
of the proposed stadium 
site) signing an agreement 

with Revolution owners the 
Kraft family on a communi-
ty benefits agreement.

DiDomenico said that if 
there is not an agreement 
signed by May 1, it would 
then go to mediation with 
the communities. If the 
agreement was not resolved 
through mediation, it would 
then go to arbitration by the 
end of the year and the arbi-
trator would then come in to 
determine what was best for 
the communities.

One of the big issues that 
has come up in relation to 
the possible stadium con-
struction has been the im-
pact on traffic in Chelsea 
and throughout the region.

Part of the DPA legisla-
tion included a requirement 
that the MBTA put togeth-
er a plan of how it plans to 
move 25,000 people to and 
from the stadium on game 
and event days.

“There are only 75 park-
ing spaces at the site, and 
that was by design,” said 
DiDomencio. “People have 
varying opinions on if that 
is good or bad. There is 
room to put a 10,000-car 
garage on that site, but by 
design, we eliminated park-
ing because we know that if 
you put a garage there with 
a 10,000 car capacity, you 
will see more than 10,000 
cars trying to get into that 
garage for every single 
game and concert.”

To make the stadium 
project work, DiDomenico 
said there has to be a robust 
transit plan.

The proposed transit plan 
for the stadium and the area 
includes the long-await-
ed commuter rail station 
behind the nearby Encore 
Casino, which the casino 
is committed to funding. 
DiDomenico said the rail 
station has been delayed 
because of the slope of the 
train tracks behind the casi-
no, but that the latest train 
technology will make the 
station a reality.

In addition, the MBTA is 
planning to extend the Sil-
ver Line, which currently 
ends in Chelsea, down Rte. 
99 into Everett and the sta-
dium site.

“Also, we have a foot-
bridge that is being built 
from the Assembly Row 
station on the Orange Line 
going to the casino site that 
will give access to the stadi-

um,” said DiDomenico.
The funding for that 

project is already in place 
through the state’s depart-
ment of transportation and 
should be completed by 
2029, which is when the 
stadium should be ready to 
go.

The last component of 
the transportation plan is a 
water shuttle on the docks 
adjacent to the stadium at 
the four-acre public water-
front part the Krafts have 
stated they will build and 
maintain.

“When all this is built 
out, it will be one of the 
most accessible transit-cre-
ated corridors in the entire 
state,” said DiDomenico. 
“This area has had no tran-
sit really for years, there 
was no reason to build any-
thing in that area and it has 
been delayed because there 
was not a catalyst to make 
it happen. We knew when 
we proposed a soccer stadi-
um on that site it would be 
the catalyst to make all the 
things that were on paper 
happen.”

As the project gets un-
derway, DiDomenico said 
Chelsea will have a voice 
to make sure it has limited 
impacts on the community, 
such as the environmental 
permitting process.

“There are several steps 
where the public will be 
engaged,” he said. “There 
is a lot of excitement about 
this project, and I strongly 
believe this is a great proj-
ect for our community and 
our region or I would not 
have put my name on it and 
put my reputation on the 
line and fought for this for 
almost three years to get it 
across the finish line.”

District 8 Councilor Cal-
vin Brown asked why Chel-
sea was not a part of a com-
munity host agreement for 
the project.

DiDomenico noted that 
there was no designation 
of a host community in the 
DPA legislation.

“It is similar to the casi-
no itself,” he said. “Chelsea 
was not a host communi-
ty for the casino either, 
Chelsea was a surrounding 
community, and we haven’t 
gotten that far yet (with the 
soccer stadium). There will 
be time for Chelsea to have 
its voices heard, and I will 
be there as well.”

News in Brief

APPLICATIONS 
NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR CITY AIR 
CONDITIONER 
PROGRAM

The city recently an-
nounced that applications 
are now open for the AC 
Unit Program. This initia-
tive provides free air con-
ditioning units to help eligi-
ble low-income households 
stay cool during the sum-
mer, regardless of immigra-
tion status. 

Due to limited supply, the 
city will conduct a weighted 
lottery to select recipients.  

Priority will be given to 
applicants who:

Are at high risk of heat-re-
lated illness, such as: people 
with disabilities, children, 
pregnant individuals and/or 
seniors (65+)

Rent
Do not currently have an 

AC unit
Are veterans 
The city encourages resi-

dent to apply if:
Your household does not 

have an air conditioner
Your household income 

is at or below 30% of the 
HUD Area Median Income

Please note, applicants 
will be excluded if:

You have previously re-
ceived an AC through this 
program

You live in a building 
with central AC

Submit one application 
per household. If you rent a 
room, only include the fam-
ily members who live in the 
same room. If you have any 
questions or need assistance 
completing the online ap-
plication, please call (617) 
366-2409 for support.

CHELSEA DAY TO 
FEATURE TALK 
WITH ARTIST BEN 
SLOAT

Be the Change, the 
first-ever outdoor con-

temporary art exhibit at 
City Hall, was originally 
launched in The Fenway in 
the fall of 2024. This im-
pactful exhibit will be on 
display in Chelsea through 
May 19. More info about 
this project is at https://jew-
isharts.org/theme/be-the-
change/

Celebrate the intersec-
tion of Jewish American 
and Asian American Pacific 
Islander Heritage Months 
with the city on Chelsea 
Day, May 4 at City Hall 
with Be the Change artist 
Ben Sloat. He will share 
how his Taiwanese Jewish 
identity informs his work, 
and what it means to be part 
of this justice themed show. 
Reception includes a local 
favorite, Katz’s Bagels, in-
ventors of the pizza bagel. 

Register at https://vil-
nashul.org/events/event/
celebrating-shared-cul-
tures-through-art

The event is scheduled to 
run from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Born and raised in New 
York City, Sloat earned de-
grees from UC Berkeley 
and SMFA/Tufts. His work 
has been shown in venues 
such as the Havana Bienni-
al (Matanzas), Radium Art 
Center (Busan), Kunsthal 
Charlottenborg (Copen-
hagen), Museum of Fine 
Arts (Boston), Dublin City 
Gallery/The Hugh Lane 
(Dublin), Peabody Essex 
Museum (Salem), Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts (Rich-
mond), and the Queens 
Museum. Solo exhibitions 
include those at Das Klo-
hauschen (Munich), Steven 
Zevitas Gallery (Boston); 
Coop Gallery (Nashville), 
Galerie Laroche/Joncas 
(Montreal), Gallery 126 
(Galway), Front Gallery 
(Oakland), and the Amer-
ican Cultural Center (Tai-
pei).

Ben Sloat’s website: 
https://www.bensloat.com/

LYNN MAN 
CHARGED WITH 
CHELSEA MURDER

Carlos Utrera, 27, of 
Lynn, was arraigned on 
several charges, including 
first-degree murder, in con-
nection with a fatal shoot-
ing that occurred Saturday 
morning at 40 Watts Street.

Chelsea Police detec-
tives, working in collab-
oration with State Police 
detectives from the Suffolk 
County District Attorney’s 
office, arrested Utrera later 
in the day on Saturday.

This arrest follows a swift 
and coordinated investiga-
tion by Chelsea Police and 
the Suffolk County State 
Police Detective Unit, ac-
cording to Chelsea Police 
Chief Keith Houghton. The 
investigation remains active 
as authorities continue to 
pursue all leads related to 
this incident.

“We are committed to en-
suring that those responsible 
for violent acts in our com-
munity are held account-
able,” said Chelsea Police 
Chief Keith Houghton. “I 
want to thank our detectives 
and the Suffolk County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office for 
their immediate and tireless 
work on this case.”

Shortly after 12:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, Chelsea Po-
lice Officers responded to 
the area of 40 Watts Street 
following a report of a 
shooting. Upon arrival, of-
ficers located a 20-year-old 
male victim suffering from 
a gunshot wound. Despite 
life-saving efforts, the vic-
tim was pronounced dead, 
according to police.

On Monday, Utrera was 
charged with first-degree 
murder, carrying a firearm 
without a license, and carry-
ing a loaded firearm without 
a license in Chelsea District 
Court. He was ordered held 
without bail and is due back 
in Chelsea District Court 
on June 12  for a probable 
cause hearing.

Council provided with feedback on parking fine fees
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Special to the Record

Steve Saling and Patrick 
O’Brien had one of their 
lifelong dreams come to 
fruition on Saturday, April 
14. As part of the  Leon-
ard Florence Center for 
Living’s Outward Bound 
program, the two ALS res-
idents traveled to New York 
City with staff and Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare CEO Barry 
Berman to attend the tap-
ing of Saturday Night Live 
(SNL), the iconic late-night 
live sketch comedy variety 
show on NBC that is cur-
rently celebrating its 50th 
anniversary.

Both Steve and Patrick 
are huge fans of SNL. Al-
though tickets are almost 
impossible to get, Barry 
Berman arranged for Steve 
and Patrick, both of whom 
are on ventilators, to at-
tend the April 14th episode. 
Nighttime Emmy Award 
winner Jon Hamm was the 
guest host, and the incred-
ibly talented Lizzo served 
as the musical guest. Crit-
ics have said it was the best 
show of the season.

Patrick, who himself is 
an award-winning filmmak-
er and DJ, concurred that 
being at SNL, and espe-
cially meeting Lizzo, was 
a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity. “Hearing Lizzo say 
‘I love you, Patrick’ was to-
tally amazing,” said Patrick. 
He added, “Lizzo is a truly 
beautiful person.”

The SNL team was so 
welcoming and gracious,” 
said Barry Berman. “To 
see the looks on Steve and 
Patrick’s faces brought us 
so much joy. It truly was a 
memorable night for all.”

Bringing residents on 
ventilators to an out-of-state 
event is no small feat—it 
requires an extraordinary 
level of coordination, ex-
pertise, and care. From ded-
icated respiratory therapists 
who ensure each resident’s 
breathing support is contin-
uously monitored, to a reg-
istered nurse who provides 
critical medical oversight 
throughout the journey, ev-
ery detail matters. A spe-
cially equipped vehicle and 
trained driver are essential 
for safe and comfortable 
transport, offering the nec-
essary environment and sta-
bility they need.

Steve Saling concurred 
that it was a night to remem-
ber. “Wow, SNL was an ex-
perience of a lifetime. We 
were treated like VIPs and 
got a meet and greet with 
Lizzo before the show,” said 

Steve. “It was super cool to 
see how they put together 
the show. Good times.”

Many Leonard Florence 
Center staff members made 
it possible for Steve and 
Patrick to attend the show. 
Recreational Programming 
Director Jimmy Honohan 
drove the organization’s 
van, accompanied by staff 
members Shelly Scarpa, 
Amalia Almeida, Paula 
McKay, Darly Charles, and 
Ruth Gonzales. This incred-
ible effort simply wouldn’t 
be possible without the gen-
erous support of our donors. 
Their contributions make 

these meaningful experi-
ences a reality. 

As the country’s first ur-
ban model Green House® 
skilled nursing facility, the 
Leonard Florence Center 
for Living, operated by 
nonprofit Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare, provides a level 
of independence not typi-
cally found in other skilled 
nursing facilities. The Stein 
Family Center for Well-Be-
ing, the only Green House® 
ventilator program in the 
country, opened within the 
Center in 2020. Currently, 
the Leonard Florence Cen-
ter takes care of more in-

Special to the Record

The Neighborhood De-
velopers (TND) has ac-
quired a group of multifam-
ily properties in Chelsea, a 
move aimed at preserving 
affordable housing and pre-
venting displacement in the 
community. The properties 
include 148 Park Street, 158 
Pearl Street, 156–160 Park 
Street, and 161–165 Pearl 
Street, totaling 30 residen-
tial units.

With resources from the 
Eastern Bank Foundation, 
Boston Impact Initiative, 
the City of Chelsea, and the 
Opportunity Communities 
(OppCo) Housing Acceler-
ator Fund, TND was able to 
acquire these historic prop-
erties and ensure they re-
main affordable and in good 
condition for tenants. The 
acquisition and long-term 
sustainability of these prop-
erties was additionally sup-
ported with financing from 
MHIC NOAH Regional 
Fund and the Property and 
Casualty Initiative (PCI). 
In fact, TND was the first 
nonprofit to access MHIC’s 
new NOAH Regional 
Fund, a fund set up to sup-
port acquisition of existing 
multi-family properties like 

those at Park & Pearl. 
“The Commonwealth’s 

housing affordability crisis 
demands bold leadership, 
new strategies and inno-
vative partnerships. PCI 
is proud to invest its cap-
ital alongside OppCo and 
MHIC to support TND’s 
groundbreaking portfolio 
acquisition initiative that 
will preserve and deepen 
affordability at scale across 
Chelsea neighborhoods,” 
said Michelle Volpe, Presi-
dent of PCI.

“The acquisition of Park 
and Pearl in Chelsea marks 
the first loan from MHIC’s 
Regional NOAH Fund—an 
initiative designed to help 
mission-driven developers 
preserve at-risk, naturally 
affordable housing,” said 
Moddie Turay, MHIC’s 
President and CEO. “These 
30 units, acquired by The 
Neighborhood Developers, 
represent the kind of un-
subsidized housing that is 
rapidly disappearing across 
Massachusetts. By acting 
quickly, the fund protects 
affordability, prevents dis-
placement, and secures 
long-term housing stability 
for our communities.”

“We’re deeply grate-
ful to the donors and mis-

sion-driven investors who 
made this acquisition possi-
ble,” said Kathy McGilvray, 
CEO of OppCo. “Their 
commitment allowed TND 
to act swiftly and secure 
these homes at Park and 
Pearl, protecting tenants 
and preserving affordability 
in Chelsea. This is the kind 
of catalytic support that 
strengthens neighborhoods 
and lives.”

TND, a member of Op-
pCo, has made housing 
preservation a priority. The 
acquisition of these proper-
ties aligns with the organi-
zation’s efforts to stabilize 
neighborhoods and support 
residents at risk of displace-
ment. 

“Thanks to the trust and 
investment of our funding 
partners, we were able to 
move quickly to preserve 
these homes for Chelsea 
residents,” said Rafael 
Mares, Executive Director 
of TND. “Their support is 
a vote of confidence in our 
community and the people 
who live here. We’re proud 
to partner with them to pro-
tect and improve and pre-
serve the homes at Park and 
Pearl.”

For tenants striving to 
improve living conditions 

and fight rent hikes, this 
sale offers hope. TND plans 
to make necessary upgrades 
and transition the properties 
into permanently affordable 
homes.

So far, TND has secured 
64 affordable housing units, 

with plans to add another 
27 in the near future. This 
latest step underscores the 
organization’s commitment 
to strengthening Chelsea’s 
neighborhoods and keeping 
housing within reach for 
working families.

For more information 
about the Housing Accel-
erator Fund and their work, 
visit: https://www.oppcom-
munities.org/oppco-hous-
ing-accelerator-fund

For 
Advertising Rates, Please Call 

781-485-0588

The Neighborhood Developers acquires Park and Pearl properties to preserve affordable housing

Leonard Florence Center residents and staff join Lizzo on the set of Saturday Night Live

TND’s acquisition of the Park and Pearl property in Chelsea was made possible through sup-
port from the OppCo Housing Accelerator Fund, the Property and Casualty Initiative (PCI), and 
MHIC’s new Regional Acquisition NOAH Fund — which TND was the first CDC to utilize.

Lizzo and Patrick O’Brien.

Steve Saling and Lizzo.

room or studio units, 15 
two-bedroom units, and 10 
three-bedroom units, ac-
cording to project attorney 
Anthony Rossi. He added 
that 18 of the units will be 
affordable units under the 
city’s inclusionary zoning 
ordinance.

The seven retail spaces 
range from about 700 to 
1,700 square feet, but Rossi 
said there is the possibility 
that two or more units could 
be combined to create a 
larger retail space.

Since the project does not 
meet the required number 
of parking spaces for the 
zoning district, Rossi said 
residents would not be eligi-
ble to take part in the city’s 
residential parking sticker 
program.

“We actually have more 
parking than other projects 
that were built in the Broad-
way district,” said Rossi.

Rossi noted that a traffic 
analysis of the project was 
close to completion as of 
last week’s public hearing.

The goal of the proj-
ect with its large mix of 
one-bedroom units is to 
limit the amount of parking 
with the tenants who come 
in so that there is some 
parking remaining for visi-
tors and the people who will 
work in the retail spaces, 
Rossi added.

Planning Board member 
Mimi Rancatore raised con-
cerns about the retail units, 
as well as the development 
having only two elevators. 
In addition, Rancatore was 
one of several people to 
point out that Chelsea is in 
need of housing for fami-
lies, not small, one-person 
units.

“Chelsea needs family 
housing, it doesn’t need 
95 micro units, that is not 
what Chelsea is, Chelsea is 

a family community,” she 
said. “This is one of the big-
gest projects we’ve built, 
and it doesn’t include fam-
ilies; and I have a real hard 
time with that, and the two 
elevators are never going to 
work.”

Rossi noted that the 
smaller commercial spaces 
is one aspect of the project 
that the developer worked 
on with the city so that it is 
in line with the city’s vision 
for the Broadway corridor.

“There are numerous 
reasons why I do not feel 
this meets the needs of the 
community,” said Ches-
ter Avenue resident Sandy 
Maynard. “We have a hous-
ing crisis and I am all for 
building more housing, but 
this particular project does 
not meet our community’s 
needs.”

Maynard also noted that 
she believed the 18 afford-
able units, given the size of 
the project, was only a to-
ken gesture. She added that 
even with the restriction 
on resident sticker parking, 
the project would still add 
to parking and traffic con-
gestion issues in an already 
busy area of the city.

Mark Lederman, who 
owns a property adjacent to 
the proposed project, said he 
also has many of the same 
concerns that were raised by 
Rancatore and Maynard.

“I’m concerned with the 
density, it is out of charac-
ter with the neighborhood,” 
he said. “I do want to see 
something developed over 
here, I just think some more 
work needs to be done with 
the neighborhood.”

District 7 City Councilor 
Manuel Teshe also said the 
city needs more housing for 
families, and that he would 
like to see the developer 
come back with a slightly 

revised plan for the parcel.
Rossi stated that while 

the 120 units may seem like 
a large development in the 
area, the project encom-
passes several parcels of 
land.

“This easily could have 
been four 30-unit buildings 
based on the lot size,” said 
Rossi. “This is 60 percent of 
an acre in downtown Chel-
sea. The reason it sounds 
like a lot is because my cli-
ent has acquired multiple, 
multiple parcels and made 
them into one development 
project.”

Rossi said he had no is-
sue tabling the public hear-
ing on the development to 
see if any adjustments could 
be made.

“My only concern is even 
if we reduce the unit count 
and add more multiple bed-
rooms, I’m thinking we’re 
creating a bigger parking 
problem by doing that,” 
said Rossi.

Decreasing the unit count 
would also decrease the 
number of affordable units 
in the project, Rossi noted, 
adding that financing for the 
project would be more diffi-
cult with a lower unit count 
and more affordable units.

The project will be back 
before the planning board at 
its May 27 meeting.

The planning board also 
continued the public hearing 
for a two-family home pro-
posed for 18-24 Grandview 
Road. The applicants came 
back with a smaller propos-
al for a two-story house as 
opposed to a side-by-side 
duplex that was previously 
before the board, but neigh-
bors and some board mem-
bers said they still had con-
cerns about parking and the 
impact the project would 
have on neighboring prop-
erties.

Park Street // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dividuals living with ALS 
than any place else in the 
world. 

To learn more about the 
Leonard Florence Center 
for Living or how the Out-
ward Bound Program is 
making incredible life ex-
periences possible for res-
idents, please visit www.

chelseajewish.org.
Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 

is redefining senior care 
and re-envisioning what 
life should be like for those 
living with disabling condi-
tions. The eldercare com-
munity includes a wide ar-
ray of skilled and short-term 
rehab residences, ALS, MS 

and ventilator dependent 
specialized care residenc-
es, traditional and special-
ized assisted living options, 
memory care, independent 
living, adult day health, and 
homecare and hospice agen-
cies that deliver customized 
and compassionate care.
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Special to the Record

On May 4, Giovanny Ar-
mando Zuniga Piamba of 
Chelsea, will be honored as 
one of Project Bread’s in-
augural Council of Experts 
with Lived Experience at 
the 57th annual Walk for 
Hunger with the 2025 Pat-
rick Hughes Award for So-
cial Justice. Project Bread 
recognizes the meaningful 
work of the Council in ad-
dressing the root causes of 
hunger and bravely sharing 
their personal experiences 
to advocate for sustainable 
solutions for stateside food 
security.

The nonprofit’s most 
prestigious award was cre-
ated to honor the legacy 
of Patrick Hughes, whose 
deep-seated passion for 
social justice and entre-
preneurial spirit led him to 
found Project Bread’s Walk 
for Hunger in 1969. His ac-
tivism and advocacy were 
anchored in optimism and 
stemmed from his belief in 
the inherent worth and dig-
nity of every human being.

“I’m truly honored to 
receive the Patrick Hughes 
Award for Social Justice,” 
says Zuniga. “This award is 
not just a personal recogni-
tion—it represents the col-
lective work and the power 
of voices that are too often 
left out of important con-
versations. My time with 
Project Bread’s Council of 
Experts has been transfor-
mative. I didn’t just learn 
about public policy and the 
food system—I learned how 
powerful it is when people 

with lived experience are 
truly heard and valued. I’ve 
met inspiring community 
leaders, and I’ve seen how 
our stories can shape real 
change. I accept this award 
on behalf of my communi-
ty — immigrants, workers, 
families — who face daily 
challenges just to put food 
on the table. Social justice 
begins when everyone has a 
seat at the table, and I thank 
Project Bread for making 
that possible.”

Launched in 2023, the 
Council of Experts inte-
grates the lived experiences 
of individuals and fami-
lies facing food insecurity 
into Project Bread’s deci-
sion-making, programming, 
and policy initiatives. The 
eight Council of Experts 
members, including Zuni-
ga, of the 2023-2024 cohort 
contributed to projects like 
improving evaluation tools 
with the research team, re-
fining communications for 
The Walk for Hunger, in-
creasing awareness of nutri-

tion programs like Summer 
Eats, and lending their ex-
pertise to the development 
and launch of the statewide 
Make Hunger History coali-
tion. Their involvement en-
hanced outreach, resource 
sharing, policy strategy, and 
program development, en-
suring that the needs of the 
community are met in a sus-
tainable way.

“The inaugural Council 
of Experts embodies the 
same entrepreneurial spir-
it of Patrick Hughes,” says 
Erin McAleer, CEO of Proj-
ect Bread. “They are com-
munity leaders who share 
Project Bread’s passion for 
food justice. Giovanny is an 
inspiration to us all, deeply 
committed to ensuring that 
everyone in Massachusetts 
can access and afford food 
with dignity.”

The Council members 
will share remarks with the 
over 3,500 people expect-
ed to participate in Proj-
ect Bread’s 57th Walk for 
Hunger on Sunday, May 4. 
Community members can 
join them in-person for the 
3-mile loop around Boston 
Common or participate in 
the “Walk Your Own Way” 
option from anywhere in 
the Commonwealth. The 
nonprofit’s flagship com-
munity fundraiser will raise 
more than $1 million to sup-
port the leading statewide 
food security organization’s 
approach to ensure food 
access for all children and 
families in Massachusetts.

To register as a partic-

ipant for Project Bread’s 
Walk for Hunger, or to sup-
port a walker or team with a 
donation, visit give.project-
bread.org/walk. All individ-
ual walkers are encouraged 
to fundraise a minimum of 
$25 and teams $250. Par-
ticipants who raise $500 
or more are recognized as 
Heart & Sole walkers and 
receive access to personal-
ized fundraising support, 
exclusive event gear, free 
breakfast on Walk Day, 
and invitations to exclusive 
events.  

People experiencing food 
insecurity should call Proj-
ect Bread’s FoodSource 
Hotline (1-800-645-8333), 
which provides confiden-
tial, free assistance getting 
connected to a variety of 
food resources in 180 lan-
guages and for the hearing 
impaired. Counselors can 
pre-screen families and help 
them to apply for SNAP. 
Learn more at projectbread.
org/get-help.

Project Bread is the lead-
ing statewide food security 
organization in Massachu-
setts. Beginning in 1969 
with the first Walk for 
Hunger, the nonprofit fo-
cuses on driving systemic 
change to ensure people of 
all ages have reliable ac-
cess to healthy food. Project 
Bread works collaborative-
ly across sectors to create 
innovative solutions to end 
hunger and improve lives 
across the Commonwealth. 
For more information, visit: 
www.projectbread.org.
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Letter to the Editor

Your opinions, please
The Record welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
ing address is 385 Broadway,  Revere, MA 02151. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to 
stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com.   

Letters must be signed.
 We  reserve the right to edit  for length and content.

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

To the  Editor,
Readers of The Chelsea 

Record have an opportunity 
to make a difference.

The male residents at the 
local YMCA could bene-
fit from new or clothing in 
very good condition. 

Items such as jeans, 
pants, shorts, shirts, t-shirts, 
tank tops, sweats, light 

jackets, sneakers and shoes 
are appreciated.  

To arrange for drop off 
at the YMCA, 207 Shur-
tleff St. Chelsea, please call 
Hector at 617-884-5132.

Fran Roznowski

WE CAN ALL         
DO OUR PART

To the  Editor,
What was the purpose of 

your Earth Day editorial?  
You ended it with the state-
ment: “The present is bad 
and the future will be worse 
-- and there is nothing we 
can do about it.”

Global warming is a 
grave problem, but your 
statement suggests we just 
give up.  There are many 
scientists and researchers 
who are working on the 
problem.  We can all do our 

part to reduce carbon emis-
sions and encourage other 
people and countries to do 
the same.  We can hope and 
we can act.

Editorial writers should 
identify problems, but they 
should also point to solu-
tions; no matter how dire 
the situation.

Tom Wilson

THE TRAGIC WAR IN VIETNAM 
ENDED 50 YEARS AGO 

THIS WEEK

It was 50 years ago this week on April 30, 1975, that the 
U.S. involvement in the War in Vietnam officially came to 
an end when the last U.S. military helicopter flew ignomin-
iously from the roof of the U.S. Embassy in Saigon (as the 
capital of South Vietnam was known at that time, but which 
is now Ho Chi Minh City, named after the No. Vietnamese 
leader who once worked as a pastry chef in Boston’s Parker 
House from 1911-13).

For the generations of Americans over the past 50 years 
who know about the Vietnam War only from their U.S. his-
tory classes, the few pages in their textbooks devoted to the 
war cannot even remotely describe both the upheaval that 
the war caused in American society at that time and the last-
ing impacts upon our nation that reverberate today.

More than nine million brave young Americans served 
during the war, of whom more than 58,000 gave their lives, 
while another 300,000 were wounded. In addition, there 
were hundreds of thousands more who suffered the psycho-
logical effects from PTSD, as well as the latent toll from 
Agent Orange (the powerful chemical herbicide that took 
its name from the orange striping on the barrels in which 
it was stored) and other weapons used by the U.S. mili-
tary that resulted in later-life cancers and birth defects that 
affected tens of thousands of our soldiers and Vietnamese 
civilians.

For those of us who came of age during that era from 
1965-75, we recall watching the war brought into our liv-
ing rooms every night on the national TV news shows with 
reports from correspondents who were embedded with our 
military as they went on their infamous search and destroy 
missions that transformed the beautiful and placid Vietnam-
ese countryside into a living hell for the Vietnamese people.

We recall reading with stunned disbelief in Time Mag-
azine (Time was delivered to our home every week) about 
the massacre by U.S. Army American soldiers, led by Lieu-
tenant William Calley, at the Vietnamese village of My Lai, 
in which hundreds of civilians, almost all of them women, 
children, and elderly men, were raped and murdered. 

We remember the “body count” of “enemy soldiers” that 
was issued daily by U.S. military officials, under the direc-
tion of General William Westmoreland, which was so huge 
that it seemed that it would be only a matter of time before 
the small country of No. Vietnam would run out of soldiers.

Only later did we learn that these so-called body counts 
included hundreds of thousands of So. Vietnamese civil-
ians who were killed by our bombs and assaults on their 
villages.

Then in 1971 came the publication of the Pentagon Pa-
pers, which had been leaked by Daniel Ellsberg to the New 
York Times, which detailed the secret history of the war 
(compiled by the Pentagon itself). The Pentagon Papers 
spelled out how President Lyndon Johnson and previous 
administrations had systematically lied both to the Ameri-
can people and Congress about what was going on in Viet-
nam. 

The Pentagon Papers detailed the covert actions by the 
U.S. military that involved us ever-deeper into the process 
of escalation that culminated with the Tonkin Gulf Reso-
lution passed by Congress in August, 1964, that basically 
gave Johnson carte blanche to send millions of soldiers to 
Vietnam without Congress ever having issued a Declara-
tion of War. 

Senator Ernest Gruening of Alaska was one of only two 
senators to oppose the resolution with words that would 
become prophetic, saying he was voting against the reso-
lution because  “...we are sending our American boys into 
combat in a war in which we have no business, which is not 
our war, into which we have been misguidedly drawn, and 
which is steadily being escalated.”

Only years later was it revealed that the basis of the 
Tonkin Gulf Resolution -- the supposed attack on U.S. na-
val vessels by No. Vietnam in the Tonkin Gulf off the coast 
of No Vietnam -- was a complete fiction.

Moreover, the overall justification for the war was the 
oft-stated Domino Theory, by which American policy-mak-
ers suggested that if one country in Southeast Asia were to 
fall to the Communists, the others would fall like dominoes 
and would become vassal states of China and the Soviet /
union.

But that analysis completely ignored the simple fact that 
the Vietnam War was a civil war in which the Vietnamese 
were seeking to throw off their colonial rulers -- the country 
had been invaded and governed first by the Chinese, then 
the Japanese, then the French, and then the Americans.

Robert McNamara, who served as Secretary of Defense 
under Presidents John F. Kennedy and Johnson from 1961-
68, and who was one of the chief architects of the American 
strategy, admitted 40 years later that American involvement 
in the war in Vietnam was “wrong.” 

In the aftermath of the war, trust in our government 
reached an all-time low and has continued to plummet ever 
since, even among those of us who generally believe in the 
values of our democracy and the need for a strong national 
government.

The War in Vietnam was a tragedy for everyone who 
even remotely was touched by it. It was a war built on lies 
on top of lies -- and its legacy is a large part of the reason 
why Americans have such distrust of our government and 
institutions today.

Chelsea resident honored with Project Bread’s Patrick Hughes 
Award for Social Justice at 57th annual Walk for Hunger

Giovanny Armando Zuniga 
Piamba.
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 Paula (Carpenter) Mac-
Farlane of Winthrop passed 
away on April 18, 2025, at 
the age of 76.

Born in Ames, Iowa on 
October 13,1948 to the late 
John B. Carpenter and Kath-
ryn (Marxer), she was the 
beloved wife for 29 years to 
the late Robert MacFarlane. 
As we navigate through this 
time of sorrow, we remem-
ber her as an epitome of 
kindness, a beacon of cre-
ativity and a testament to 
selfless service.

Paula’s journey was noth-
ing short of remarkable. 
After graduating from the 
Mercy College of Health 
Sciences in De Moines 
Iowa, she dedicated her 
life to the noble profession 
of nursing, healing not just 
the body but also the soul of 
every patient she tended to. 
Her thoughtfulness shone 
through her actions, com-
forting families during their 
most challenging times.

Her dedication to her 
work in healthcare was par-
amount, yet Paula managed 
to find time to hone her cre-
ativity. Her love for knitting 
and creating greeting cards 
was well-known. She even 
held classes at her residence, 
sharing her knowledge, and 
igniting a spark of creativity 
in others. As Maya Angelou 
once said, “You can’t use 
up creativity. The more you 
use, the more you have,” 
Paula lived by this mantra, 
her creative spirit ever flow-
ing and inspiring.

She is survived by her 
dear brother, John Car-
penter and his wife, Janice 
of Arizona. Paula was an 

adored aunt of Jessica Car-
penter and her husband, Da-
vid Tyler of Texas and cher-
ished great aunt of Cameron 
Lowery and Stella Tyler.

In this time of grief, her 
memory serves as a re-
minder of a life lived with 
purpose, a life filled with 
love, and a life that touched 
countless others. Paula was 
a living testament to the 
quote by Albert Schweitzer, 
“The purpose of human 
life is to serve, and to show 
compassion and the will to 
help others.”

A Visitation will be held 
at the Paul Buonfiglio & 
Sons Funeral Home, 128 
Revere St, Revere on Satur-
day, May 3, 2025, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. followed by 
a Prayer Service at 1 p.m. 
in the Funeral Home. Rela-
tives and friends are kindly 
invited. Private Interment.

We invite you to share 
your fond memories of 
Paula and upload your 
cherished photos on the 
memorial page at www.
buonfiglio.com. Your sto-
ries and pictures will serve 
as a comforting reminder of 
the beautiful life that Paula 
lived. Let us celebrate her 
life by remembering her 
with love and gratitude.

Beverly Feinstein, who 
recently celebrated her 92nd 
birthday, passed away on 
April 24, 2025.

Beverly was the beloved 
wife of the late Hebert Fein-
stein, mother of Scott Fein-
stein and Stacey and Mitch-
ell Marcus and grandmother 
of Rachel Marcus and Emily 
Marcus Gong (Yunyi). She 
was born on April 7, 1933, 
in Stoneham to Ethel and 
Manny Weiss.

Beverly was an active 
member and office man-
ager at Temple Emmanu-
el in Chelsea. She was an 
avid Scrabble, Canasta, and 
Mah Jong player and stel-
lar bowler. She enjoyed the 
simple pleasures of life like 
a cinnamon crunch bagel 

at Panera and talking with 
friends.    

A private graveside fam-
ily service was held on 
April 27.   Donations in her 
memory can be made to 
Temple Emmanuel Chelsea, 
60 Tudor Street, Chelsea, 
MA. For online guestbook 
and directions, please visit 
the funeral home website: 
www.torffuneralservice.
com.

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director
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www.ChelseaFuneralService.com
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SERVICE
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OBITUARIES

Paula MacFarlane
She is remembered as an epitome of kindness, 

a beacon of creativity and a testament to 
selfless service

Deep in our hearts, your life is kept 
to love and cherish, not forget. 

No more tomorrows we can share
but yesterdays are always there.

 

 

  
 

 

Edward “Eddie” Pechner
 

Of all the special gifts in life 
however great or small, 

To have you as our Brother 
was the greatest gift of all.

May the winds of love blow softly
 and whisper in your ear

“We love and miss You Brother
 and wish you were here”

A silent thought, a secret tear
keeps your memory ever near

in our hearts forever.

Beverly Feinstein
Active member and office manager of Temple 

Emmanuel, Chelsea
 

Special to the Record

On Saturday May 3, the 
Chelsea teen community 
will come together for the 
first annual Youth Rise Fes-
tival! A vibrant and empow-
ering free event organized 
by the Chelsea Youth Com-
mission, GreenRoots Eco, 
and local youth organiza-
tions held at Chelsea High 
School, 299 Everett Avenue 
from 12:00-4:00pm.

Organized to raise aware-
ness around the growing 
concerns of youth men-
tal health, the festival will 
feature a wide range of 
resources, programs and 
interactive opportunities, 
aimed at supporting teens. 
Local organizations will be 
on site offering information 
on jobs, programs, sports, 
career opportunities, inter-

active arts, stress relief, and 
civic engagement stations.

A key highlight of the 
event will be the Youth 
Speak Out, where teens 
will share their experienc-
es, perspectives, and ideas 
directly with community 
leaders – including the City 
Manager of Chelsea – cre-
ating a powerful platform 
for youth voices to inform 
and shape the future of lo-
cal policies and resources. 
The Youth Rise Festival is 
free and open to teens in the 
community to support the 
mental, emotional, and so-
cial well-being of Chelsea 
youth.

For more information, 
please contact the Depart-
ment of Chelsea Recreation 
& Cultural Affairs at 617-
466-4070 or youthcommis-
sion@chelsea.ma.gov.

Youth Rise Festival set for May 3

Special to the Record

The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) is marking 
the 45th anniversary of the 
creation of its first Joint Ter-
rorism Task Force (JTTF). 
Formed in 1980, the first 
JTTF became a model for 
law enforcement cooperation 
across the nation.

The Boston Division of the 
FBI organized its first JTTF 
in April 1986. Known as the 
New England Terrorism Task 
Force, it was comprised of 
the FBI, the Boston and Cam-
bridge Police Departments, 
and the state police depart-
ments in Massachusetts, 
Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Rhode Island. On September 
19, 1997, the Boston Joint 
Terrorism Task Force split 
off from the New England 
Terrorism Task Force and 
became its own entity. Five 
years later, on November 7, 
2003, the Rhode Island JTTF 
was established, and shortly 
after that, the New Hamp-
shire, Maine, and Western 
Massachusetts JTTFs were 
created. In 2011, FBI Bos-
ton opened the nation’s first 
airport-based JTTF office at 
Logan International Airport. 
In total, FBI Boston sponsors 
five JTTFs in our area of re-
sponsibility.

JTTFs gather trained in-
vestigators, intelligence an-
alysts, linguists, and tactical 
experts from federal, state, 
local, territorial, and tribal 
law enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies. Task force 
members share intelligence 
and investigative leads and 
respond to threats and inci-
dents.

“Every day, FBI Boston’s 
Joint Terrorism Task Forces 
are working fervently to de-
tect, disrupt, and dismantle 
extremist plots before they 
happen because in today’s 
dynamic threat environ-
ment, no one agency can do 
it alone,” said James Crow-
ley, Acting Special Agent in 
Charge of the FBI Boston 
Division. “All our partners 
bring their unique skills, per-
spectives, and expertise to 
these teams and work with 
us and our private sector and 
community partners to keep 
our communities safe. We 
thank them for their dedica-
tion to this important mis-
sion.”

The FBI’s JTTF model 
dates to 1979, when the New 
York Police Department and 
the FBI’s New York Field 
Office created a joint task 
force to tackle violent bank 
robberies. They initiated the 
model in 1980, when terror-
ist bombings, bomb threats, 
and other violence plagued 
the city.

 Following the 9/11 at-
tacks, FBI leadership direct-
ed all FBI field offices to es-
tablish a JTTF. Additionally, 
the FBI established a Nation-
al Joint Terrorism Task Force 
to support the local task 
forces in June of 2002. The 
NJTTF at FBI Headquarters 

enhances communication, 
coordination, and coopera-
tion from partner agencies.

JTTFs have disrupted doz-
ens of plots in the last four 
decades, including a plan to 
attack millennial celebrations 
in Los Angeles in 2000, a 
plan to detonate a car bomb 
in Times Square in New York 
in 2010, and plans to sow 
chaos in Baltimore, Mary-
land in 2022 and 2023 by de-
stroying energy facilities. 

 The FBI Boston Division 
counts numerous disruptions 
of its own, including:

 • a plot by Tarek Mehanna 
from Sudbury, Massachusetts 
to provide material support 
to terrorists. In 2012, Mehan-
na was sentenced to 17 years 
in federal prison following 
an eight-week trial where he 
was convicted of conspiracy 
to provide material support 
to Al Qaeda, providing mate-
rial support to terrorists, con-
spiracy to commit murder in 
a foreign country, conspiracy 
to make false statements to 
the FBI, and two counts of 
making false statements. Ac-
cording to testimony at trial, 
Mehanna and his co-conspir-
ators discussed their desire 
to participate in violent jihad 
against American interests 
and their desire to die on the 
battlefield.

 • Rezwan Ferdaus from 
Ashland, Massachusetts, was 
sentenced to 17 years in fed-
eral prison on November 1, 
2012 for plotting an attack on 
the Pentagon and U.S. Cap-
itol, and for attempting to 
provide detonation devices 
to terrorists.

 • David Wright, of Ever-
ett, Massachusetts, was sen-
tenced to 30 years in prison 
on September 29, 2020, after 
a federal jury convicted him 
of conspiring to murder U.S. 
citizens, including police, on 
behalf of the Islamic State of 
Iraq & Syria (ISIS). Short-
ly after, Nicholas Rovinski, 
of Warwick, Rhode Island, 
was sentenced to 15 years 
in prison for conspiring with 
Wright and Usaamah Abdul-
lah Rahim (now deceased) 
to commit acts of terrorism 
to support ISIS, specifically, 
to behead Americans and kill 
police.

 • Alexander Ciccolo, of 
Adams, Massachusetts, was 
arrested by FBI Boston’s 
Western Massachusetts JTTF 
on July 4, 2015, for plotting 
to engage in ISIS- inspired 
terrorist activity. He was sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison 
after admitting to providing 
material support to a for-
eign terrorist organization, 
attempting to use weapons 
of mass destruction, felony 
possession of firearms, and 
assaulting a nurse during a 
jail intake process by use of a 
deadly weapon causing bodi-
ly injury.

 • Edward McLarnon, of 
Malden, Massachusetts, was 
sentenced to 25 years in fed-
eral prison on May 16, 2018 
for buying explosives and 
firearms with the intent to 

murder a federal judge, a for-
mer Massachusetts Attorney 
General, and his ex-wife’s 
husband.

 • Xavier Pelkey, of Wa-
terville, Maine, was arrested 
by FBI Boston’s Maine JTTF 
and later admitted to self-rad-
icalizing, pledging loyalty 
to ISIS, and conspiring with 
two minors to commit a mass 
shooting at a mosque in Illi-
nois. He was sentenced to 15 
years in federal prison on No-
vember 6, 2023.

JTTFs are also among the 
first responders to arrive at 
the scenes of horrific vio-
lence – whether they are ter-
ror-based or not – and lead 
the investigations of terrorist 
incidents.

Among the cases Boston’s 
JTTF has investigated are:

 • the 9/11 attacks, giv-
en that two of the hijacked 
flights - American Airlines 
Flight 11 and United Airlines 
175, both of which were de-
liberately crashed into the 
World Trade Center – orig-
inated from Logan Inter-
national Airport in Boston. 
Additionally, Mohammed 
Atta, the ringleader of the 
hijackers, had traveled to Lo-
gan Airport via a connecting 
flight from Portland, Maine.

 • Richard Reid attempted 
to destroy American Airlines 
Flight 63 as it traveled from 
Paris to Miami in Decem-
ber 2001. Alert passengers 
thwarted his attempts to ig-
nite a bomb in his shoe, and 
the flight was diverted to 
Logan International Airport 
where he was taken into cus-

tody. In January 2003, Reid 
was found guilty of terrorism 
and sentenced to life in pris-
on.

 • Two self-radicalized 
brothers, Tamerlan and Dz-
hokhar Tsarnaev, executed 
the largest terrorist attack 
on U.S. soil since 9/11 at 
the finish line of the Boston 
Marathon. They detonated 
two powerful explosives, 
killing three people and in-
juring more than 500 oth-
ers.  Days later, on April 18, 
2013, the brothers—armed 
with five IEDs, a Ruger P95 
semi-automatic handgun, 
ammunition, a machete, and 
a hunting knife—drove their 
Honda Civic to the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) campus, where 
they shot and killed MIT 

Police Officer Sean Collier 
and attempted to steal his 
service weapon. Following a 
manhunt that culminated in a 
shoot-out with police in Wa-
tertown, Tamerlan Tsarnaev 
was killed, and his younger 
brother Dzhokhar was taken 
into custody after hiding out 
in a boat. He was charged 
with use of a weapon of mass 
destruction resulting in death 
and conspiracy along with 
29 additional terrorism re-
lated charges. Tsarnaev was 
convicted and formally sen-
tenced to death in June 2015. 
He is currently appealing that 
sentence.

To report suspicious ac-
tivity, call 1-800-CALL-FBI 
(225-5324). You can also 
submit a tip online at tips.fbi.
gov.

Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Joint Terrorism Task Force turns 45
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St Rose de Lima held its 
Stations Of The Cross pro-
cession as reenactors por-
tray the march Roman sol-

diers forced Jesus to embark 
on carrying his cross while 
his disciples followed. The 
procession made a circuit 

from the church around 
Bellingham Square. 

ST ROSE DE LIMA HOLDS STATIONS OF THE CROSS PROCESSION
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Reenactors portray Roman soldiers whipping Jesus as he carries his cross to his execution. 

Reenactors portraying Roman soldiers whip Jesus after his first fall carrying his cross. The procession makes its way behind Chelsea City Hall. 

Father Reynaldo Escobar leads the Parish in prayer before the 
procession begins. 

The procession makes its way up Broadway in a dramatic 
show of the suffering endured by Jesus and the faith from his 
church. 

 Parish musicians preform and song sorrowfuly as Jesus carries 
his cross. 

Parish volunteers keep spectators from blocking the move-
ment of the reenactors. 

Parish volunteers keep spectators from blocking the move-
ment of the reenactors. 

Reenactors portraying Roman soldiers have dice on their spar 
as a detail in the scripture of throwing lots for Jesus’ cloak.  A volunteer hands out crosses for parishioners Alter helpers wait for the procession to begin. 

 Spectators march with the procession down Broadway in 
Bellingham Square. 

 The reenactor portraying Jesus falls the first time in carrying his cross. 
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Same-Day Mental Health Services
Struggling with a mental health condition: stress, 
anxiety, depression, or substance use? NeighborHealth 
offers Behavioral Health Urgent Care for individuals 
6+ in East Boston. No insurance needed.

Visit us: 10 Gove Street, 1st Floor, East Boston

Hours: Monday–Friday, 9:30am–6:00pm

Call: 617-569-5800

Scan here for 
more details

RED DEVIL SOFTBALL ACTION

SIMON WINS 
TRIPLE-JUMP 
AT INVACATIONAL 
MEET; SERRANO 
SECOND IN 400

Chelsea High sophomore 
track and field star Thania 
Simon turned in an impres-
sive performance at this past 
Friday’s MSTCA InVaca-
tional Meet that was held at 
No. Andover.

Thania brought home the 
first-place medal in the tri-
ple jump with a final landing 
of 35’-3.75” and earned a 
third-place medal in the 200 
dash with a sprint of 26.79 
(which was just 0.52 off the 
first place time) and a fourth-
place medal in the 100 meter 
dash with a sprint of 13.14 
seconds (which was just 0.25 
off the winning time).

Fellow sophomore sensa-
tion Lilly Serano also deliv-
ered an exceptional perfor-
mance at the meet. Lilly took 
second place in the 400 dash 
with a clocking of 1:00.85 
that was a mere 0.06 off the 
winning time and grabbed a 
seventh-place medal in the 
100 dash in a time of 13,44.

Senior Kiara Ramirez-Vil-
lata brought home a sev-
enth-place medal in the 
shot-put with a throw of 30’-
9.75”. Kiara also just missed 
making the medal podium in 
the discus, with her toss of 
86’-7” leaving her just short 
in ninth place.

A number of Lady Red 
Devils turned in fine perfor-
mances the meet:

-- Hazel Hatleberg fin-
ished 21st in the javelin with 
a toss of 55’-1” and 31st 
in the 800 with a time of 
2:52.82.

-- Kimberly Fuentes 
Chavez finished 37th in the 

800 in 2:59.02.
-- Lauren Nadow finished 

16th in the javelin with a 
throw of 62’-5” and 31st in 
the 100 hurdles in 20.48.

-- Anjely Mejia-Martinez 
finished 24th in the shot-put 
with a toss of 23’-11”.

-- Dieunie Cademus was 
right behind in 25th spot with 
her throw of 23’-10.25”.

On the boys’ side, the 
quartet of Sherwin Kim, 
Bryan Amaya-Ynes, Leean-
dro Castro, and Xavy Guz-
man earned a fourth-place 
medal in the 4 x 400 with a 
time of 3:43.27.

The top Red Devil indi-
vidual performer was senior 
Ariel Chaon-Arena, who 
won two medals with a fifth 
place in the discus with a 
toss of 133’-11” and a sev-
enth place in the shot-put 
with a throw of 46’-7”. 

Additional top performers 
for Chelsea included:

-- Sherwin Kim with a 
12th place finish in the 400 
hurdles in a time of 1:02.92;

-- Xavy Guzman, who fin-
ished 13th in the 400 dash 
with a clocking of 54.86;

-- Kevin Romero-Molina 
with a 17th place shot-put 
throw of 40’-0.50” and a 
21st discus toss of 108’-7”;

-- Leeandro Castro with 
an 18th place effort in the 
400 hurdles in 1:06.27;

-- Younes Sharif with a 
22nd place in the 400 hur-
dles in 1:12.81;

-- Bryan Amaya-Yanes 
with a 26th place effort in 
the 800 in 2:15.93;

-- Adonis Alvarez-Uma-
na, who finished 20th in the 
javelin with a throw of 116’-
00” and 29th in both the 
shot with a toss of 38’-3.5” 
and the discus with a spin of 
102’-5”;

Scan to view more details 
about the property online

Rare Find! 

FOR RENT

80 Broadway
Revere Office: 1,000 SF with 
Private Parking!

High-visibility Broadway location! This office offers:
 Spacious, customizable layout
 Parking spaces (a Revere rarity!)
 Office or retail space
 Convenient to transit & amenities Don't 

miss out! 
Contact us 

for a showing! 

(617) 699-4190

Last Monday afternoon the Highlanders of Somerville 
High visited Carter Park at CHS to battle the Red Devils.

The Highlanders took an early lead, and never looked 
back, taking the match 19-7.

Ashley Martinez makes a play from third base.

Starting pitcher for the Red Devils, Juliana Hassell. Olivia Clark calls off the infield and makes a catch from her 1st 
Base position.

At bat is Hazel Martinez. Behind the plate, calling the signals is Lidya Castillo-Rodri-
guez.
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The North Shore Phil-
harmonic Orchestra pres-
ents a Children’s Concert 
and Instrument Petting 
Zoo on May 4 at the First 
Baptist Church in Beverly 
beginning at 2 p.m., led by 
guest conductor Marshunda 
Smith, Music Director and 
Conductor of the Lowell 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

The concert program 
will feature Dan Brown’s 
“Wild Symphony”, based 
on the best-selling author’s 
book of the same name that 
is details the adventures 
of Maestro Mouse and his 
companions from the ani-
mal kingdom. 

Tickets are available on-
line at NSPO.org or at the 
door for $12, $5.75 for ages 
5 to 18, and children four 

and under are admitted free.
The events will begin 

with an Instrument Petting 
Zoo, where youngsters can 
get to feel what it’s like to 
hold and play a classical in-
strument.  A variety of crafts 
and student performers will 
highlight the pre-concert 
festivities.

Dan Brown, creator of 
the Wild Symphony, is re-
nowned as author of such 
thrillers as “The DaVinci 
Code” and “The Secret of 
Secrets,” among others.  
His delightful “Wild Sym-
phony” features two doz-
en musical portraits drawn 
from the animal kingdom, 
such as Bouncing Kanga-
roo, Wondrous Whale, and 
Brilliant Bat, to name a few.  
The symphony has been 

welcomed and enjoyed 
world-wide since its release 
five years ago.

Guest Conductor Mar-
shunda Smith has enjoyed 
a stellar career as a cellist 
with numerous orchestras 
in the Boston area and now 
is making her mark as a 
conductor.  Smith is in her 
second year as Music       Di-
rector with the Lowell Phil-
harmonic.  In February of 
2018, she became only the 
second female—(and first 
African-American)—to 
conduct the North Shore 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
in a ground-breaking per-
formance that became the 
focus of a YouTube/Rev-
ereTV production “The 
Democracy of Sound: The 
Marshunda Smith Story.”

The North Shore Philhar-
monic Orchestra recently 
completed its 76th Con-
cert season. The Orchestra 
strives to develop, train and 
provide opportunities for 
young and amateur musi-
cians, while providing a 
large range of programs 
covering the full range of 
symphonic and pops rep-
ertoire for a diverse public.   
For full concert informa-
tion, visit www.nspo.org or 
contact info@nspo.org.

 The Childrens Concert is 
supported in part by a grant 
from the Beverly Cultural 
Council, which is supported 
by the Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency.

North Shore Philharmonic Orchestra presents ‘Wild Symphony’ at Children’s Concert Sunday

Marshunda Smith, Music Director of the Lowell Philharmonic 
Orchestra, will conduct the North Shore Philharmonic Or-
chestra in a Children’s Concert on Sunday, May 4 at the First 
Baptist Church in Beverly.

The Lyric Stage 2024/25 
season closes the 2024/25 
season with the classic 
American musical come-
dy Hello, Dolly!.  Direct-
ed by Maurice Emmanuel 
Parent,  Music Direction 
from Dan Rodriguez†, and 
Choreography by Ilyse 
Robbins°, and featuring 
classic songs like “Before 
the Parade Passes By”, “It 
Only Takes a Moment”, and 
“Hello, Dolly!”, audiences 
will leave their worries at 
the door and be taken away 
on a cloud of pure exuber-
ance.

With Music and Lyrics 
by Jerry Herman and Book 
by Michael Stewart, Hello, 
Dolly! Is a must-see, feel-
good treat for audiences of 
all ages this spring. 

Brimming with clas-
sic musical theater tunes, 
endearing characters, 
and good-humor all 
around, Hello, Dolly! is the 
perfect balm for the soul. 
With a twinkle in her eye, 
Dolly Levi orchestrates 
matters of the heart for 

those looking for love as the 
incomparable matchmak-
er that she is. As romance 
blossoms and comedic 
adventures ensue, Dolly 
makes friends around every 
corner and charms her way 
into the hearts of everyone 
she meets. But is there hope 
of moving on from a lost 
love and finding a sweet-
heart of her own “before the 
parade passes by?”

Director Maurice Em-
manuel Parent says, “I am 
overjoyed to be telling this 
classic story with Lyric 
Stage, which has a trea-
sured history of presenting 
classic musicals in a way 
that both honors the lega-
cy of the show and sees it 
with a fresh perspective. I 
hope this show will inspire 
us to grab onto the things 
and people we love , to hold 
them tight before the parade 
passes us by.”

Performances begin 
Friday, May 16 and run 
through Sunday, June 22.

Email heather_darrow@
lyricstage.com for tickets.

Lyric Stage Boston presents 
Hello, Dolly! 

Greeting Greeting 
  Pages  Pages

Ready to Go?Ready to Go?

Looking for even greater results? 
Consider an ad in one of our partner-papers

Revere Journal – East Boston Times
Everett Independent – Winthrop Sun Transcript

deb@reverejournal.com
mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

 Special to the Record

The Massachusetts 
House of Representa-
tives passed a sweeping 
economic development 
bill authorizing a nearly 
$4 billion infusion into 
the Commonwealth’s 
economy while mak-
ing wide-ranging policy 
changes to make Massa-
chusetts more competitive. 
The bold investments will 
stimulate new and proven 
industries, support work-
force development and 
talent retention, and mod-
ernize economic growth 
strategies. Provisions of 
the bill will support small 
businesses, communities, 
and cultural development, 
ensuring that businesses 
Main Streets across the 
Commonwealth benefit 
from the economic boost. 

State Representative 
Judith Garcia (D-Chelsea) 
emphasized the transfor-
mative potential of this 

legislation, stating, “col-
laborating to drive eco-
nomic growth across the 
Commonwealth through 
this bill is deeply reward-
ing. I’m humbled and 
proud to advocate for and 
bring tangible opportuni-
ties to Chelsea and Ever-
ett.”

Representative Gar-
cia successfully secured 
$1,150,000 in bond au-
thorizations for economic 
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Are you an investor or landlord?

Are you having a hard time  
  finding quality tenants?

We will list, market, show  your 
property. Check credit, income, 

background, references and draft the 
lease and hand off keys for a smooth 
process. Contact us today!

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day next week 
due to Thanksgiving

 observed  on
Thursday, Nov. 28, 2024

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check chelsearecord.com

Newspaper Group
INDEPENDENT

www.chelsearecord.com

See GARCIA Page 3

The next issue of 
The Chelsea Record will  

be published 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27 
in light of the Thanksgiving 

holiday on Thursday

School committee looks 
to implement district-wide 
cellphone policy

School committee recognizes family liaisons

New Thanksgiving Day rivalry 
for the Red Devils

 
Chelsea High School will host the East Boston High School football team on 

Thanksgiving Eve next week to take on the Jets in year one of a new rivalry.  The 
game is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 27.  Both teams are 
1-8.  East Boston is led by John Parziale, 15th season.  Chelsea is led by David 
Roque. 

Garcia secures $1.1 million 
for Chelsea in newly passed 
economic development billDiDomenico nominates Maltez for Latino Excellence Award

Both Agree
City manager, fire chief in support 
of potential new fire station

By Adam Swift

The city manager and 
the fire chief look to be on 
board with further explo-
ration of building a new 
fire station somewhere 
along the Chelsea water-
front.

Earlier this month, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero introduced a 
motion asking City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez to ex-
plore the feasibility of the 
city building a small fire 
station to handle growth 
and development in that 
portion of the city.

“The Fire Chief and I 

believe that there will be 
a great benefit from ex-
panding the capacity of 
our Fire Department,” 
said Maltez. “Specifically, 
the Fire Chief would like 
(to) pursue the possibility 
of adding an engine, called 
Engine 4. This engine may 
be housed in a smaller 
fire station, as opposed to 
a larger fire building like 
our Central Fire Station.”

Maltez said Fire Chief 
John Quatieri has explored 
the possibility of pre-fab-
ricated buildings that may 
expedite construction and 

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
is working towards im-
plementing a district-wide 
cellphone policy that 
would have students store 
their phones so they would 
be unable to use them 
during the school day.

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta 
presented an update on the 

policy at last week’s com-
mittee meeting. A final 
draft could be in place for 
a vote by the school com-
mittee at its December 
meeting.

“Last year, one of 
our middle schools (the 
Browne) piloted a cell-
phone policy and it went 

State Rep. Judith Garcia.

Special to the Record

Last month, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico nominated 
Chelsea City Manager, 
Fidel Maltez, for the Lati-

no Excellence Award, and 
joined him for a celebra-
tion at the State House. 
The Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus presents these 

awards each year to cele-
brate Latino leaders who 
continue to make positive 
contributions to districts 
throughout the state. “Fi-
del manages the city of 

Chelsea with great vision 
and humility and works 
collaboratively with state 
leaders to ensure all our 

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Chelsea City Manager, Fidel 
Maltez.

Senator DiDomenico with Jennifer Hassell, the Executive 
Director of the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce.

COURTESY PHOTO 

The School Committee recognized the district’s dozen family liaisons with the Name, Strength, and Story award at its Nov. 
14 meeting.

By Adam Swift

Last week, the school 
committee honored the 
district’s dozen parent 
liaisons with its Name, 
Strength, and Story award.

“The reason why our 
family liaisons were se-
lected is because they are 
incredibly committed to 
our families and will do 
anything for our families,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

Abeyta said the liaisons 
love the district’s students 
and families and take on a 
number of different roles 
in the schools, from orga-
nizing back to school days 
and holiday gift shops to 
notifying families about 
potential truancy issues.

“All of them are bilin-

gual, they speak Spanish 
and are able to relate to 
our families,” said Abeyta. 
“Many of our family liai-
sons come from Chelsea, 
so their hearts are here. 
Our family liaisons are he-
roes and our families trust 
our family liaisons.

“We are just so grate-
ful, and we are so blessed 
by the way (they) serve 
and the way they love our 
families and students.”

Abeyta also praised As-
sistant Superintendent Dr. 
Tamara Blake-Canty for 
supervising the family li-
aisons.

“I’ve known Dr. Blake-
Canty for several years, 
and she was a principal 
and I watched her with her 
families, and I said I’m 
going to place the fami-

ly liaisons directly under 
you because I know you 
understand the connec-
tion between teaching and 
learning and families, “ 
said Abeyta. “You have 
led everyone so beautiful-
ly and I want to thank you 
for your leadership with 
such an amazing group.”

School Committee 
Chair Ana Hernandez said 
she was happy to see how 
much the family liaison 
program has developed 
and grown from four liai-
sons to a dozen in recent 
years.

“It has become such a 
vital part of the schools 
and the school committee 
cannot begin to thank you 
enough for everything that 
you do,” said Hernandez.

As a parent and a school 

committee member, 
Claryangeliz Covas Cara-
ballo said she has seen 
firsthand the positive ef-
fect the positions have had 
on students and families.

In addition to acting as 
a bridge between students, 
families, and teachers, 
Covaz Caraballo said the 
family liaisons also help 
families navigate city ser-
vices.

“That is very important 
because a lot of our fami-
lies come to Chelsea with-
out knowing the language, 
the school system, and the 
district,” she said. “It is a 
really massive part of giv-
ing our students the funda-
mentals of belonging and 
significance. For me as a 
parent, that is huge.”

See STATION Page 3

See CELLPHONE Page 2

See AWARD Page 2

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

 Ramadan

 Easter

 Graduation

 Memorial Day

 Juneteenth

 Independence Day

 Back to School

 Rosh Hashanah

 Columbus Day

 Veterans Day

 Thanksgiving

 Xmas/Hanukkah

PPHHOOTTOOSS  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  AALLLL  IINNFFOO  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD

EEmmaaiill  yyoouurr  DDrraawwiinnggss  ttoo  
PPRROOMMOO@@RREEVVEERREEJJOOUURRNNAALL..CCOOMM

PPlleeaassee  iinncclluuddee  ffiirrsstt  nnaammeess  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  pphhoottoo..

Taking the picture 
with your phone?

Just scan here and attach 
the photo to the email 

that is generated!

THURSDAY
MAY 8th

PHOTOS PUBLISHED

Draw Your Mom!
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother

with Pens, Pencils, Markers Or Crayons, Use Colors

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!
SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

DEADLINE to submit is MAY 3!DEADLINE to submit is MAY 3!

CHELSEA RECREATION  
& CULTURAL AFFAIRS
recreation.chelseama.gov

CHELSEA HIGH 
SCHOOL
299 EVERETT AVE

SATURDAY

May 3 

FREE

1-4 pm
Doors Open at 12 pm

PLANNED BY CHELSEA YOUTH COMMISSION, GREENROOTS ECO  
AND LOCAL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS

YOUTH 
RISE  
FESTIVAL
Feed your Minds 

 Grow your Future
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YOUTH 
RISE  
FESTIVAL

Nutre Tu Mente
Impulsa Tu Futuro

CHELSEA RECREATION  
& CULTURAL AFFAIRS
recreation.chelseama.gov

CHELSEA HIGH 
SCHOOL
299 EVERETT AVENIDA

SÁBADO

3 de Mayo 

GRATIS

1-4 pm
Puertas abren 
a las 12 pm

PLANIFICADO POR CHELSEA YOUTH COMMISSION, GREENROOTS ECO  
Y  ORGANIZACIONES DE JOVENES LOCALES

Register for the 37th Annual Jimmy Fund Walk; scheduled for October 5
Registration is open for the 

2025 Jimmy Fund Walk pre-
sented by Hyundai. Sched-
uled for Sunday, Oct. 5, funds 
raised from the Jimmy Fund 
Walk support all forms of 
adult and pediatric care and 
research at Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. The Jimmy Fund 
Walk will aim to raise $9.5 
million this year in the effort 
to prevent, treat, and defy can-

cer.
The Jimmy Fund Walk is 

the only organized walk per-
mitted to use the famed Bos-
ton Marathon® course, and 
participants have the flexibil-
ity to choose from four dis-
tance options:

• 5K walk: Starting at Da-
na-Farber’s Longwood Medi-
cal Campus

• 10K walk: Starting in 

Newton
• Half Marathon walk: 

Starting in Wellesley
• Marathon walk: Starting 

in Hopkinton
All along the route, walk-

ers will be motivated by 
poster-sized photographs of 
patients—Jimmy Fund Walk 
Heroes—that are the heart of 
the event and appear along the 
course as inspiration. Walkers 

will also be treated to refuel-
ing stations with refreshments 
throughout the course.

The event will conclude at 
the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish 
Line at Boston Common, by 
the corner of Charles and Bea-
con Streets. Finish line activi-
ties will include a celebration 
with food, entertainment, and 
more. Walkers who prefer to 
participate virtually can com-

plete their chosen distance 
from any location

Register as an individual 
walker, team member, or start 
a team. Take advantage of 
this unique opportunity and 
bring a group of your family, 
friends, or colleagues togeth-
er against cancer.  To register 
for the Walk (#JimmyFund-
Walk) or to support a walker, 
visit www.JimmyFundWalk.

org or call 866-531-9255. 
Registrants can enter the pro-
mo code NEWS for $5 off 
the registration fee. All reg-
istered walkers will receive a 
bib, medal, and a Jimmy Fund 
Walk T-shirt. You can also 
sign up to volunteer on Walk 
Day.
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Give the Gift of 

Name_______________________________________

City__________________ State ____ ZIP___________

Address_________________________________________
________________________________________

Clip this and mail in or stop by the office 8:30AM - 5PM
The Independent Newspapers

385 Broadway, Suite 105 
Revere, MA  02151

For more information call us at 781-485-0588

A year’s subscription to 
The Revere Journal, 

The Chelsea Record or 
The Winthrop Sun-Transcript. 

$26 in town or $50 for out of town.

Hometown News

30 70

The Third Annual MS 
Fundraiser in Memory of 
Mary Reed was held at the 
Chelsea Yacht club.

Guests enjoyed a deli-
cious buffet dinner of an 
Italian meal and dessert 
which included: chicken 
broccoli ziti, marinara sauce 
pasta, chicken parmesan, 
meatballs, Italian sausag-
es, garden salad and garlic 
bread, along with a variety 
of homemade cakes. 

 The large crowd also en-
joyed a 30-minute comedy 
show by a Boston comedian, 
along with a special guest 
comedian from New York.  

 To help raise funds for 
this amazing event, the com-
mittee had 25 raffles items, 
18 silent auctions items, a 
50/50 cash raffle, and a pop-
the-balloon game with 12 
prizes.

 Event chairperson An-
nmarie O’Rourke, Mrs. 
Reed’s wonderful daughter, 
would like to say thank you 
to: Tom Pappa - CYC Com-
modore, for donating the 
hall and attending the event, 
and Sarrah Young,  Develop-
ment Manager National MS 
Society Greater NE Chapter.

 Annmarie also thanked 
her support/event team con-
sisting of Mike O’Rourke, 
Patty Mason, Dave Moren-
cy, Nina Brodie, Lynn Palm-
er, Neal Palmer, and Dennis 
Kushmerek.

“This event could not 
have been possible without 
the assistance of my support 
team,” said Annmarie, who 
also thanked “everyone for 
attending and helping me 
raise money for this cause 
that means a lot to me.”

THIRD ANNUAL MS FUNDRAISER IN MEMORY OF MARY REED 

 Enjoying the event are Helen Keith, CYC Commodore Tom 
Pappa, Annmarie O’Rourke, Lynnette Samanski, and Maryann 
Grace (Mrs. Keith’s daughter).

Sarrah Young (left) of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Greater New England Chapter, and Annmarie O’Rourke, chair-
person of the Third Annual MS Fundraiser In Memory of Mary 
Reed, who is Annmarie’s mother.

The dynamic husband-and-wife duo behind the success of the 
annual fundraiser, Mike O’Rourke and Annmarie O’Rourke.

Annmarie O’Rourke welcomes Alex Gladwell to the event. Annmarie O’Rourke, Grand Knight Dave Morency, and his 
girlfriend, Patty Garcia.

Annmarie O’Rourke (right) with Chelsea Yacht Club Commo-
dore Tom Pappa and friend, Lynnette Samanski.

The bar coordination contingent, Carolyn Boumila Vega and 
Jen Batell, CYC Financial Secretary.

Annmarie O’Rourke, with support staff in green shorts (seat-
ed), Lynn Palmer and Nina Brodie; (standing) Neal Palmer, 
Danny Meade, and Mike O’Rourke.

Annmarie O’Rourke (second from left), with her brother Richard Reed (far left) Nicholas Reed 
(nephew), Samatha Reed (Nick’s wife) Kim Reed (Donald Reed’s wife) Donald Reed (brother), 
Tim Murry, and Erica Reed,  (Donald Reed’s daughter). Seated are Denise Ragno, Christopher Hopkins, Corey Haskins, and Gale Bracken.

Standing are Michelle Shine,Mike Shine, Annmarie O’Rourke, Frank McManus, and Lynn Reed.

Annmarie O’Rourke thanks O. Dimanche (DJ O so Smooth) and Claudy Leon (DJ Royal Lion) for 
the outstanding musical entertainment they provided at the fundraiser.
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

SuffolkProbate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF 
COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 
Docket No.
SU21P1624EA
Estate of:
Benedict D.
Faletra
Date of Death:
12/14/2020
A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has been 
filed by Benedict P. Faletra 
of Chelsea, MA requesting 
that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
final account, of the Personal 
Representative and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 05/30/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 

Affidavit of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
date, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 25, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.,
Register of Probate

5/01/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2025-03

Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Zoning Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the Chelsea 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
be held on:
Tuesday, May 13, 2025
Chelsea Senior Center, 10 
Riley Way,
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the applica-
tion of:
Joseph Perlatonda
For Special Permit seeking 
approval for the construction 
of a rear addition which 
is a change to an existing 
nonconforming structure at the 
premises known as:
89 Clinton Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available for 
review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during nor-
mal business hours:  Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 8 
a.m. to noon
4/24/25, 5/1/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

MASSACHUSETTS EXECUTIVE 
OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION 

AND FINANCE
DIVISION OF CAPITAL 

ASSET 
MANAGEMENT 

AND MAINTENANCE
Electronic Bids submitted 
in the format furnished by 
the Division of Capital Asset 
Management & Maintenance 
(DCAMM) and clearly 
identified as a bid will be 
received through DCAMM’s 
E-Bid Room at www.bidexpress.
com/businesses/10279/
home no later than the date 
and time specified and will 
forthwith be publicly opened 
remotely by DCAMM Bid Room 
personnel and read aloud over 
a conference call line. Persons 
interested in accessing the 
remote bid opening can do so 
by using the following phone 
number: Audio Conferencing 
Dial-In Number (617) 315-
0704, Meeting Number 2333 
916 4237#. If prompted for 
attendee ID, please press #.
Mass. State Project No. 
MMP-34
Elevator, Escalator and Lift 
Maintenance Services for Cer-
tain State Buildings in Boston, 
Chelsea, and Lawrence, MA
General Bids at 2:00 PM:  May 
22, 2025
This Project bid in accordance 
with M.G.L. Chapter 30 Section 
39M.
E.C.C: $4,168,176
This project is scheduled for 
1,095 calendar days (3 years) 
to substantial completion, 
with three (3) one-year 
option terms, for a maximum 
term of six (6) years. Scope: 
Maintenance Service Contract 

to include daily operations, 
testing, inspection, preven-
tative maintenance, repairs, 
stationed elevator mechanics, 
incidental extra services, 
part replacement and 24/7 
emergency services for all 
Elevator Equipment and Sys-
tems, Escalator Equipment and 
Systems, and Lift Equipment 
and Systems in the specified 
buildings.
A Pre-Bid/Site Visit will be held 
on May 5, 2025, starting at 
10:00 AM at One Ashburton 
Place, Boston, MA. Bring valid 
ID and meet in the Lobby. The 
Pre-Bid/Site Visit will continue 
at 12:00 PM at 200 Arlington 
St., Chelsea, MA. Bring valid 
ID and register at the front 
desk prior to going through 
screening. Meet in the Lobby. 
The Pre-Bid/Site Visit will 
continue at 1:30 PM at 37 
Shattuck St., Lawrence, MA. 
Meet in the Lobby.
Minimum rates of wages to be 
paid on the project have been 
determined by the Commis-
sioner of the Department of 
Labor Standards.  These rates 
are incorporated into the bid 
documents.
Bid documents for this project 
may be accessed or down-
loaded at no cost to potential 
bidders exclusively through 
DCAMM’s E-Bid Room https://
www.bidexpress.com/business-
es/10279/home  A hard copy 
set can be made available for 
viewing in DCAMM’s Bid Room 
located at One Ashburton 
Place, 15th Floor, Boston, 
MA during normal business 
hours by appointment only by 
contacting DCAMM’s Bid Room.
In order to access bid docu-
ments and submit bids through 
DCAMM’s E-Bid Room potential 
bidders must first be verified 
by DCAMM’s Bid Room and 

then register with the E-Bid 
Room vendor. Instructions on 
the processes can be found 
on DCAMM’s website www.
mass.gov/dcamm/bids or 
contact DCAMM’s Bid Room at 
bidroom.dcamm@mass.gov or 
(617) 727-4003.
Adam Baacke
COMMISSIONER

5/01/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Chelsea Housing 

Authority 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

SOLICITATION 
FOR 

ARCHITECTURAL/
ENGINEERING 

SERVICES 
2024-2025 

COMPREHENSIVE 
MODERNIZATION 

PROGRAM
The Chelsea Housing Authority 
(CHA) is currently accepting 
proposals from Architects/
Engineers (A/E’s) who are 
registered in Massachusetts 
for the preparation of plans 
and specifications for bidding, 
construction supervision 
and final inspection of a 
modernization program that 
will consist of renovations at 
Scrivano Apartments (16-1 
family housing 106 units), 
Mace (16-2 family housing 
96 units) and Margolis (16-4 
Elderly Housing 152 Units). 
The project will consist of:
* GFCI Replacement in Kitch-
ens, Bathrooms and Laundry 
Room
* Supply Valve Replacement at 
Laundry Rooms
* Entry Door Replacement
Bathroom Exhaust Ventilation 
including fans, ductwork, 

soffits, smart controls and SS 
wall caps.
Contact jkrasco@chelseaha.
com

5/01/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of

Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and
Family Court

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT 
TO G.L. C. 190B, 
ss5-304
Docket No. 
SU25P0632GD
Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
In the matter of:
Elizabeth Izedonmwen
Of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged 
Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Brenda R. Richardson of Chel-
sea, MA in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Elizabeth 
Izedonmwen is in need of 
a Guardian and requesting 
that Brenda R. Richardson of 
Chelsea, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian is 
necessary, and that the pro-

posed Guardian is appropriate.  
The petition is on file with 
this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific 
authority.
You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you 
wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 05/21/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to the 
petition. If you fail the written 
appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named per-
son’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 23, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

05/01/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

PARKING 
ENFORCEMENT 

SERVICES
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through its 
Chief Procurement Officer, is 
seeking Request for Proposals 
for “Parking Enforcement 
Services”.  
Request for Proposals will be 
available on or after May 01, 
2025 by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/departments/
purchasing/current_bids___
solicitations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked “Parking 
Enforcement Services” and 
submitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, May 15, 2025.
The City of Chelsea reserves 
the right to accept any 
proposal, to reject any or 
all proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems to be in 
the best interest of the City.
In accordance with our Minori-
ty Business Enterprise Plan, 
we are inviting all qualified 
women and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
This Request for Proposals 
is in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer
5/01/25
C

Freedom Trail Foundation expands tours in May
As the weather warms, 

the Freedom Trail Foun-
dation’s 18th-century cos-
tumed guides are out on the 
Trail in full force offering 
an expanded menu of fun 
and educational tours. 

Starting May 3, the Free-
dom Trail Foundation’s 
current spring tour sched-
ule offers Walk Into Histo-
ry Tours from the Boston 
Common Visitor Informa-
tion Center on the hour ev-
ery hour, daily, from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. as well as 
2:00 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Additionally, the 
Foundation offers tours de-
parting from the ArtsBoston 

booth including Walk Into 
History Tours on Saturdays 
at 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
and Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
as well as North End Tours 
on Saturdays at 1:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. and Sundays 
at 1:30 p.m.  

“Boston’s iconic Free-
dom Trail, its historic sites, 
and the Foundation offer 
an array of activities to ex-
perience this spring and 
year-round,” said the Foun-
dation’s Executive Direc-
tor Suzanne Segura Taylor.  
“The expanded tours sched-
ule gives residents and vis-
itors more opportunities to 
enjoy learning about 250 

years of history on the Free-
dom Trail for Preservation 
Month and as the Common-
wealth and City commemo-
rates the sestercentennial.”

Walk Into History Tours 
are the official 90-minute 
walking tour of the Free-
dom Trail featuring tales 
of high treason, mob agita-
tions, revolutionary actions, 
and partisan fights, walking 
to 11 of Boston’s historic 
Freedom Trail sites to and 
from Boston Common and 
Faneuil Hall. The North 
End Tour features stops 
along the Trail including 
the Paul Revere House, Old 
North Church, Copp’s Hill 

Burying Ground, and other 
historic places in Boston’s 
oldest neighborhood.  

Led by 18th-century 
costumed guides, Freedom 
Trail Foundation walking 
tours are $17 for adults, $15 
for seniors/students, and $8 
for children, and include a 
$1 donation to the Freedom 
Trail Foundation’s Preser-
vation Fund. Tickets may 
be purchased at the Boston 
Common Visitor Informa-
tion Center and The BOS 
Traveling Mobile Visitor 
Center (various locations), 
Artists for Humanity and 
Crabby Jack’s shops inside 
historic Faneuil Hall, Sam-

uel Adams Downton Boston 
Taproom next to historic 
Faneuil Hall, Old Town 
Trolley locations and ticket 
booths, and online at The-
FreedomTrail.org. 

All walking tours are 
available for group tours 
year-round by appointment 
and are perfect for tour-
ist groups, family outings, 
birthday parties, company 
parties, corporate activities, 
team building, and more, 
and may be booked via 
phone reservation at (617) 
357-8300.

The Foundation and City 
of Boston also celebrates 
Preservation Month in 

May with an array of tours, 
events, exhibits, and activi-
ties along the Freedom Trail 
for adults and children, 
history buffs and curious 
visitors. For more Preser-
vation Month information, 
please visit https://www.
boston.gov/departments/
landmarks-commission/
boston-preservation-month

For more information 
about the Freedom Trail and 
Freedom Trail sites, please 
visit TheFreedomTrail.org 
or call (617) 357-8300.

Orange Line service suspended between North Station and 
Oak Grove night of May 9 and every day through May 18 

 
Special to the Record

The MBTA is today re-
minding riders that Orange 
Line service will be sus-
pended between North Sta-
tion and Oak Grove begin-
ning at approximately 8:30 
PM on Friday, May 9, and 
continuing every day for the 
following nine days, May 
10 – 18.   

Riders can find complete 
information at mbta.com/
PlannedWork. More in-
formation on these service 
changes and alternate travel 
options:  

• Free and accessible 
shuttle buses will make all 
stops between North Station 
and Oak Grove.  

• Riders using shuttle 
buses should budget ample 
extra travel time. For ex-
ample, a rider traveling to 
Downtown Crossing from 
Oak Grove should budget an 
additional 45 – 60 minutes 
of travel time in addition to 
their regular commute.  

• Express shuttle buses 
will also serve Oak Grove, 
Malden Center, and North 
Station.  

• Accessible van service 

will be available on week-
days during this service 
change, directly serving all 
Orange Line stations be-
tween Oak Grove and North 
Station. Please see onsite 
personnel to request the ac-
cessible van.  

• Riders are strongly en-
couraged to consider the 
Haverhill Commuter Rail 
Line for fare-free service to 
and from Oak Grove, Mal-
den Center, and North Sta-
tion. Regular fares should 
be purchased beyond Oak 
Grove.   

• Travel time between 
Oak Grove and North Sta-
tion on the Haverhill Line is 
approximately 20 minutes.  

The service change is 
in place to support Mass-
DOT’s Maffa Way/Mystic 
Avenue Bridge Superstruc-
ture Replacements project, 
which will replace the two 
deteriorated bridge super-
structures and improve bi-
cycle, pedestrian, and tran-
sit facilities. 

More information is also 
available through in-sta-
tion signage and public an-
nouncements. Transit Am-
bassadors and MBTA staff 

will be available on-site to 
offer information and assis-
tance during these service 
changes. Riders are encour-
aged to subscribe to T-Alerts 
or to follow the MBTA on X 
@MBTA for up-to-date ser-
vice information. 

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com/
PlannedWork or connect 
with the T on X @MBTA, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, 
Instagram @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or Tik-
Tok @thembta. 

The Massachusetts Bay 

Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) opened America’s 
first subway tunnel in 1897, 
pioneering public transpor-
tation in the United States. 
Today, the MBTA is one of 
the largest public transit sys-
tems in the country, operat-
ing an extensive network 
of subway, bus, Commuter 
Rail, ferry, and paratransit 
services across 176 cities 
and towns. The MBTA is 
undergoing a transformative 
period, focusing on cultivat-
ing a culture of safety and 
excellence, modernizing in-

frastructure, and improving 
reliability and accessibility. 
Current priorities include 
accelerating critical infra-
structure repairs, expanding 
accessibility, and reducing 
emissions. The MBTA is 
committed to providing de-
pendable, frequent, and ac-
cessible service that riders 
can rely on while supporting 
the region’s economic vital-
ity. Through initiatives like 
the unprecedented Track 
Improvement Program, Bus 
Network Redesign, and Rail 
Vision, the MBTA aims to 

connect communities and 
improve riders’ daily expe-
riences and trips. For ques-
tions or assistance, riders 
are encouraged to contact 
the MBTA Customer Center 
at 617-222-3200. Members 
of the press are encouraged 
to contact mediarelations@
mbta.com. For the latest 
updates on MBTA services, 
projects, and initiatives, vis-
it MBTA.com or follow @
MBTA on social media.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 

news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items 

should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.

 We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to 

stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com
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John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

LANDSCAPING

Jim Costello
LAWN CARE
617-962-5621

Reasonable rates
          Senior 

Discount

APT FOR RENT

East Boston Gem for Rent!
Steps from Piers Park – Stunning large 1BR, fully renovated! SS appliances, 
granite counters, gleaming hardwoods, private deck, laundry, and so much 
more. $2,400/mo. Available now. Call 617-201-1801

THE CITY OF CHELSEA HOLDS PEACE VIGIL

The City of Chelsea held 
its annual Peace Vigil and 
Prayer event Saturday in the 
City Council Chambers.

The event, which calls 
on the community to unite 
against violence, was orig-
inally scheduled to be held 
outdoors on the City Lawn. 
But city leaders, viewing 
the extended forecast for 
inclement weather, got the 
word out early that the event 
would be held indoors, and 
a large crowd packed the 
City Council Chambers.

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez welcomed the many res-
idents to the Vigil.

“Thank you so much for 
being here today,” said Mal-
tez. “Last year we had this 
event, and it was outside, 
and it was one of the best 
events last year. Unfortu-
nately, because of the rain 
this morning, we moved the 
event inside.

“An event like this takes 
a lot of work. I want to say 
thank you to everyone, all 
the faith leaders, all the city 
departments who made this 
event possible,” added Mal-
tez. 

City Council President 
Norielez brought the official 
greetings of the Council, 
recognizing the city coun-
cilors and school commit-
tee members in attendance, 

along with Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Almi Abeyta, Police 
Chief Keith Houghton, and 
Fire Chief John Quatieri.

“We are gathered for 
peace,” said DeJesus. “We 
are gathered for you. We 
are gathered for the future 
that’s sitting right in front 
of us. It is important for us 
to  make sure that we are 
united in everything that we 
are confronting  nowadays. 
There is a lot.”

Rev. Sarah R Smith, Pas-
tor People’s Chelsea AME 
Church, Diego Netto, Lead 
Pastor, Revive Commu-
nity Church, Eliot Penn, 
Pastor the Rev. Edgar A. 
Gutiérrez-Duarte, Saint 
Luke’s-San Lucas Episco-
pal Church, Rabbi Oksana 
Chapman, Temple Emman-
uel, and  Pastor Ellen Rohan 
Ball, First Congregational 
Church, highlighted the 
event with their inspiring 
words about the communi-
ty coming together as one, 
united in peace.

Many guests at the event 
praised City Manager Fidel 
Maltez and other organiz-
ers for having a souvenir 
program sheet available at 
the door, allowing residents 
to follow the order of the 
program and to identify the 
speakers and the perform-
ers.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Councilor-at-Large Leo Rob-
inson, dean of Chelsea city 
government, arrives for the 
Chelsea Vigil and Prayer event 
Saturday at City Hall. 

Police Chief Keith Houghton and Fire Chief John Quatieri and 
their respective departments were strong supporters of the 
Chelsea Vigil and Prayer event.

School Committee Member Mayra Balderas, School Commit-
tee Chair Ana Hernandez, Council President Norieliz DeJesus, 
and School Committee Member Yessenia Alfaro, pictured at 
the annual Chelsea Peace Vigil and Prayer event at City Hall. Chelsea Police Capt. Thomas McLain and Chelsea Police 

Officer Joseph Stutto Jr., whose father, the late Joseph Stutto 
Sr., was a unifying force for Chelsea’s youth as a coach and 
mentor.

School Committee Member Mayra Balderas, School Committee Member Yessenia Alfaro, Coun-
cilor-at-Large Roberto Jimenez Rivera (back, left), City Council President Norieliz DeJesus, City 
Manager Fildel Maltez, First Congregational Church Pastor Ellen Rohan Ball, Supt. of Schools Dr. 
Almi Abeyta, and School Committee Chair Ana Hernandez.

Members of the Iglesia La Luz De Cristo Children’s Chorus perform songs at the event. 

Grupo Torogoz De El Salvador is pictured at the vigil prior to its excellent performance before 
the large crowd in the City Council Chambers.

Chelsea Police Sgt. Star 
Chung, recipient of the 
Chelsea Trailblazer Award in 
February, shows her support 
of the event promoting peace 
and unity in the city.
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The new Chelsea Youth 
Baseball and Softball 
League held its opening 
day program Sunday at the 

Mary C. Burke Complex 
field.

League President Jack 
Grigorian said that more 

than 120 boys and girls 
(ages 7-15) will be partici-
pating this season. 

Grigorian thanked the 
Boston Red Sox for do-
nating all the baseball jer-
seys and equipment to the 
league.

“Whatever we needed, 
the Red Sox helped out,” 
said Grigorian, who also 

thanked City Manager Fidel 
Maltez for his donation and 
support of the league. 

Fidel Maltez had the 
much-deserved honor of 
throwing out the first base-
ball of the 2025 season.

“We are so excited to 
bring sports back,” said 
Maltez. “This administra-
tion has had a huge focus on 

increasing opportunities for 
all of our kids to participate 
in sporting activities. We 
made a huge decision by 
hiring a dedicated director 
of athletics [Charles Giufri-
da], who’s doing a phenom-
enal job and really bringing 
collaboration back into the 
city. Today [Sunday] we’re 
honored to have the won-

derful Red Sox Boston or-
ganization here in Chelsea. 
And of course, Wally [the 
Green Monster] came to 
visit with the championship 
trophy. These opportunities 
really highlight what is pos-
sible when we work togeth-
er in Chelsea.”

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

For professional train-
ers – those who work with 
service dogs; first respond-
ers handling K9   partners 
trained to detect guns, 
bombs, drugs, or find crim-
inals; or people like us out 
for a walk with our dog – 
hand signals, gestures, and 
body language can be more 
effective than repeating 
words over and over to get a 
dog to perform. It’s time we 
all considered using canine 
language to communicate 
with our dogs.

When dogs interact with 
one another, you’ll notice a 
lot of body language and rit-
uals. At a distance, canines 
will begin signaling with 
their stance, the position 
and movement of their ears 
and tail, and their facial ex-
pression. You might hear an 
occasional bark, and during 
friendly play, you might 
hear some rumbles and play 

growls. But, for the most 
part, dogs communicate 
non-verbally. 

Basic Sign Language
Debby McMullen, 

CDBC, writing for Whole 
Dog Journal, wrote, “When 
dogs know both hand sig-
nals and verbal cues, they 
are far more likely to re-
spond to the hand signal 
than a verbal cue.”

She suggested a list of 
hand signals you could con-
sider using to communi-
cate with your dog. Among 
those are “Sit,” “Down,” 
“Touch,” “Wait,” “By Me,” 
“Can I Have That?” (Her 
name for “Drop It”) “Here 
Here” (means come to me) 
and one of our favorites, 
“All Done,” indicated with 
“Jazz Hands,” for when we 
are finished with training or 
giving treats. 

Once you have the basics 
down, you can add some 
signs for tasks that are fun 
for both of you. Teach-

ing high-fives and shaking 
hands can add a playful as-
pect to a training program. 
American Sign Language 

(ASL)
It is relatively common 

to teach a dog to respond to 
American Sign Language 
(ASL) if the dog or a fam-
ily member is deaf or has 
hearing loss. The existence 
of a language spoken with 
hands and facial expres-
sions can be helpful to those 
who want to have their own 
set of hand signals for their 
dog.

The National Institutes of 
Health defines ASL as, “... a 
complete, natural language 
that has the same linguistic 
properties as spoken lan-
guages, with grammar that 
differs from English.” The 
combination of manual and 
non-manual features paral-
lels natural canine commu-
nication skills.

Check out the ASL signs 
for love, brush teeth, won-
derful, snuggle, come, and 
go to find signs for a few 

things you may want to 
communicate to your furry 
friend. Be sure to use appro-
priate facial expressions and 

body language, as your dog 
uses those to understand 
you. 

What’s more, according 
to Dr. Roy Hamilton, MD, 
trustee of the McKnight 
Brain Research Foundation. 
“Learning a new language 
can be immensely helpful 
for cognitive health, par-
ticularly as we age. This is 
because language learning 
engages a wide range of 
complex cognitive abilities, 
including memory, atten-
tion, and problem-solving, 
which can help to create 
and strengthen connections 
in the brain.” It’s a win-win!

Short and Sweet
Finally, make any words 

or sounds you use along 
with the sign language short 
and sweet. Be aware that to 
your dog, “Come over here 
right now” is translated as 
“yadda, yadda, yadda” or 
“blah, blah, blah.” As far 
as your dog is concerned, 
you sound like a chattering 
chipmunk with an occasion-
al word like “SIT!, GOOD 
GIRL!, or NO!” popping up 
here and there. The combi-
nation of the sign language 
they know and a simple, 
consistently used word will 
ensure they understand you.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your request.
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Sign language
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“High-five” is fun and adorable. However, other hand signals are more important.

New Chelsea Youth Baseball and Softball League begins play

It’s “Play Ball” in Chelsea again for the Chelsea Youth Baseball 
and Softball League. Pictured are three instrumental leaders 
of the league’s return on Opening Day. From left, are City 
Manager Fidel Maltez, League President Jack Grigorian, and 
Chelsea Director of Athletic Infrastructure Charles Giuffrida.

The officers of the new Chelsea Youth Baseball and Softball 
League (from left), Secretary-Treasure Fito Frometa, President 
Jack Grigorian, Board Member Fernando Gacharna, and Vice 
President Kevin O’Regan.

City Manager Fidel Maltez (far right) and Director of Athletic Infrastructure Charles Giuffrida Chelsea Youth Baseball and Softball 
League officers Fito Frometa, Fernando Gacharna, Kevin O’Regan (back row) and Jack Gegorian join members of the Boston Red 
Sox Fan and Youth Engagement team for a photo on Opening Day Sunday at the Mary C. Burke Complex Field.
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