
Special to the Record

Chelsea By The Sea 
has a record sale price of 
$937,000 for an Admirals 
Hill townhouse.

Real estate agent Jeffrey 
Bowen has always been one 
of Chelsea’s biggest boost-
ers when it comes to pro-
moting all the City has to 
offer.

A fixture at community 
events known for his gener-
osity to local groups, Bow-
en is celebrating a personal 
and citywide milestone in 
his profession with the sale 
of a townhouse on Admirals 
Hill for the record price of 
$937,000.

“I’m very excited to be 
part of the continuing re-
surgence of the Chelsea real 
estate market,” said Bowen 
humbly. “They call Admi-
rals Hill the hidden jewel of 

Boston/Chelsea, and I cer-
tainly agree that it’s a won-
derful neighborhood. It’s a 
gated and secure commu-
nity on the waterfront with 
parks, trees, tennis courts, 
pools, manicured lawns, 
lush trees, sunlight, and 
beautiful views of the Bos-
ton city skyline.”

Never one to rest on his 
professional accolades, 
Bowen is taking another 
step in advancing Chelsea 
with the undertaking of a 
major documentary about 
the city’s past, present, and 
future. Bowen encourages 
local filmmakers and histo-
rians to contact him about 
contributing to the project. 

Knowing Bowen’s flair 
for the dramatic and atten-
tion to detail, the documen-
tary will be a top-notch, 
original film that will make 
Chelsea proud.

Special to the Record

City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez recently announced that 
construction for the Down-
town Broadway Project will 
no longer take place on Fri-
days as the project contrac-
tors will transition to a four-
day work week, working 10 
hours each day instead of 
the previous 8 hours, five 
days per week. The contrac-

tors will work from 7 a.m 
to 5 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday.

The change went into ef-
fect this week.

Maltez said he advocated 
for this change to provide 
the Chelsea community 
with a three-day break from 
construction and to make 
accessing Broadway busi-

Special to the Record

Representative Judith 
Garcia is proud to announce 
that Stacey Smith has been 
named the recipient of this 
year’s Black Excellence 
Award for the 11th Suffolk 
District. This prestigious 
honor recognizes Black 
leaders, trailblazers, and 
changemakers who contin-

ue to uplift and contribute to 
the district.
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250th anniversary of the Battle of Chelsea Creek: Explore Chelsea’s 
rich history at the Governor Bellingham Cary House this spring

City announces new 
four-day work week for 
downtown Broadway Project

School committee 
hosts public hearing 
on FY26 budget

Garcia welcomes early college students to the State House

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
held a public hearing on the 
district’s proposed FY2026 
budget of approximately 
$151 million last week.

Between additional fund-
ing from the city, and over 
$1 million in cuts that Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. 
Almi Abeyta said will have 
a minimal impact on stu-
dents in the classrooms; the 
district was able to close an 
initial $3.4 million budget 
shortfall.

“That is hard to close 
when you have $3.4 mil-
lion,” said school district 
finance director Billie Jo 
Turner. “The superintendent 
worked closely with the 
city to get them to commit 
to $2.1 million above the 
minimum (required to be 
provided to the budget by 
the city) to offset this defi-
cit, which brought us down 

to $1.2 million.”
Turner outlined those 

cuts to the budget and the 
district level.

Both Turner and Abeyta 
said the goal was to make 
cuts that did not impact 
classroom learning and 
teaching positions. A num-
ber of cuts were made to 
trim some professional de-
velopment contracts, and 
some others were positions 
that were either currently 
empty or had gone unfilled.

“The factors that are in-
fluencing this budget for 
Fiscal Year 2026 are that 
ESSER (Covid relief) funds 
have ended and the Student 
Opportunity Act dollars, 
which we are extremely 
grateful for, there is not a 
significant increase from 
this year to the coming 
year,” said Abeyta.

In addition, the district 

COURTESY PHOTO

Representative Garcia and BHCC Early College Program students and teachers in the House of Representatives chamber at the 
State House.

Special to the Record

A group of Chelsea High 
School students currently 
enrolled in the Early Col-
lege Program at Bunker Hill 
Community College visited 

State Representative Judith 
García at the State House 
last week during their Ad-
vocacy Day.

During their visit, stu-
dents thanked Representa-
tive Garcia for her support 

of much needed funding and 
shared powerful personal 
stories about how the Early 
College Program has trans-
formed their academic ex-
periences, providing them 
with the skills, confidence, 

and college credits needed 
to jumpstart their futures. 
Many expressed how the 
program has not only made 
higher education more ac-

Special to the Record

The Governor Belling-
ham Cary House recently 
announced a series of open 
houses, along with historical 
programming, this spring as 
the city celebrates the 250th 
anniversary of the Battle of 
Chelsea Creek. 

This series of events is 
held in partnership with the 
City of Chelsea and made 

possible by a Massachusetts 
Office of Travel and Tour-
ism grant.

The Governor Belling-
ham Cary House and the 
acreage surrounding it at 
34 Parker St. have been 
witness to over 350 years 
of American history.  From 
the beginning of Europe-
an settlement in the early 
17th century, when it was a 
bountiful place full of natu-

ral resources to the 21st cen-
tury, bustling city that now 
exists, it has evolved and 
survived.

The Cary family and their 
extended household lived 
here from the 1760s until 
the beginning of the 20th 
century. Their home, known 
lovingly as “the Retreat”, 
was a bucolic oasis remem-
bered fondly by both family 
and friends alike. 

At the start of America’s 
War of Independence, and 
most notably during the 
Siege of Boston from April 
19, 1775 to March 17, 1776, 
the property was used by 
the newly formed Continen-
tal Army as they assisted 
refugees escaping Boston 
via the Winnisimmet Ferry, 
engaged in surveillance of 

STACEY SMITH NAMED THIS 
YEAR’S BLACK EXCELLENCE 

AWARD RECIPIENT

Stacey Smith with her father, Dennis, is shown with her award.
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Jeffrey Bowen does it again!

The record $937,000 listing at Admirals Hill.

See GARCIA Page 2

2277  BBrreeaakkwwaatteerr  DDrriivvee  ||  AAddmmiirraallssHHiillll..ccoomm  
LIVE ON ADMIRAL’S HILL!

$799,000

 3 beds, 2.5 baths 
 2,200 square-feet of GLA
 2 deed parking space

 Sunsets from the master suite
 Wood burning fireplace
 2 rear decks for privacy 

 Spectacular kitchen renovation
 Custom lighting

 Marina, gated and security 

Quad-level townhome on Admiral’s Hill for sale
 OPEN HOUSES FRIDAY 4-6 || SAT & SUN 12-2 jeff@ChelseaRealEstate.com jeff@ChelseaRealEstate.com Jeff BowenJeff Bowen 781-201-9488781-201-9488
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British ships, and defend-
ed Chelsea during a pivotal 
moment in the Revolution.

The open houses and 
talks at the Cary House be-
gin on Thursday, April 17 at 
6 p.m. with artist Max Pro. 
The Chelsea artist will ex-
plore personal and cultural 
ties between Chelsea and 
the Caribbean in a com-
pelling presentation on the 
history of Cuba. The Cary 
family, whose historic home 
serves as the backdrop for 
this event, lived in Chel-
sea while also overseeing 
plantations in Grenada and 
other Caribbean islands. 
Their story is intertwined 
with the contradictions of 
colonial trade and enslave-
ment within the aspirations 
for freedom and prosperity 
that shaped the American 
dream. This talk highlights 
contemporary immigrant 
experiences between these 
two regions.

Max Corona, also known 
as Max Pro, was born and 
raised in Chelsea, where his 
family has deep roots, with 
his grandparents having mi-
grated from Cuba. Max’s 
artistic journey began at the 

age of four when he first 
watched his mother draw a 
flower. From there, his art 
continued to grow, and his 
creative journey expanded. 

On Thursday, April 26, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., there 
will be an open house and 
Cuban History display by 
Max Pro. There will also 
be an open house on Sun-
day, May 4 from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Cary Square Day.

On Saturday, May 10, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. there 
will be an open house and 
talk on the Battle of Chelsea 
Creek. On that date, there 
will be a  historical presen-
tation on the Battle of Chel-
sea Creek, presented by 
Robert Allison, Professor at 
Suffolk University, and Jeff 
Pearlman, at 11:30 a.m. Al-
lison is a Professor of His-
tory, Language and Global 
Culture at Suffolk Universi-
ty. He is one of the the coor-
dinators of The Revolution 
250 Advisory Group that 
is overseeing commemora-
tions across Massachusetts 
of the American Revolu-
tion. He is the author of nu-
merous publications includ-
ing books on The Boston 

Tea Party (2007), The Bos-
ton Massacre (2006), and 
A Short History of Boston 
(20040).

Pearlman is a city histo-
rian in Revere and a mem-
ber of the Revere Society 
for Cultural and Historical 
Preservation as well as the 
Colonial Society of Massa-
chusetts. Pearlman is cur-
rently an adjunct professor 
at Salem State University. 
He previously taught pub-
lic school in Revere for 36 
years. 

Future events include: 
Thursday, May 15, 6-8pm

Letters from Chelsea and 
the Siege of Boston, with 
a presentation by Mimi 
Graney at 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 24, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., open house 
on the 250th anniversary of 
the Battle of Chelsea Creek.

Saturday, June 7, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Curator’s Choice 
Day

Saturday, June 12, 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., open house.

Saturday, June 21, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Strawberry 
Festival
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News in Brief

CITY ANNOUNCES 
CHANGES TO 
TRAFFIC PATTERNS 
ON CLINTON 
STREET TO 

In response to input gath-
ered from the public, the 
City of Chelsea announced 
that beginning March 31, 
drivers will no longer be able 
to enter Clinton Street from 
Broadway or Eastern Ave-
nue. 

This change aims to im-
prove safety and reduce con-
gestion in the area. “Do Not 
Enter” signage will be in 
place to inform drivers, ac-
cording to city officials.

The city’s Traffic and 
Parking Commission ap-
proved these changes, which 
were made with the help of 
public input gathered during 
community meetings for 
Upper Broadway Improve-
ments.

Part of Clinton Street will 
soon become one-way, al-
lowing traffic to flow from 
east to west, specifically 
from Eastern Avenue to East-
ern Avenue Auto Body. The 
rest of the street will remain 
two-way to preserve existing 
parking and functional use 
of Clinton Street for its busi-
nesses and residents.

The decision to improve 
the intersection occurred 
through the MassDOT de-
sign process. The change 

will improve its functionality 
and safety. Chelsea depart-
ments, such as Chelsea Pub-
lic Schools, Fire, and Police, 
have agreed to execute the 
change.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, please email 
bcares@chelseama.gov or 
call (617) 466-4192.

CITY ACCEPTING 
NOMINEES FOR   
ALL CHELSEA 
AWARDS GALA

The City of Chelsea is 
inviting the community to 
save the date and participate 
in nominating recipients for 
the 2025 All Chelsea Awards 
Gala, which will take place 
on June 26. 

This Gala will honor Chel-
sea residents, businesses, 
and organizations who have 
demonstrated exceptional 
dedication to improving the 
lives, welfare and general 
well being of Chelsea resi-
dents.

Chelsea residents are en-
couraged to nominate those 
who have distinguished 
themselves by improving the 
lives of local residents and/or 
by enhancing the city’s over-
all civic standards, from July 
2024 to June 2025. Nomina-
tions are not valid unless a 
reason is provided for why 
the nominee deserves recog-
nition. All nominations must 

be submitted by April 20.
“We now, more than ever, 

believe it is really important 
to find joy in difficult times 
for our residents and our 
businesses,” said City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez. 

With the gala and the 
awards, Maltez said the city 
is intentionally creating an-
other event to draw in com-
merce for the city, while also 
celebrating the achievements 
of the city and its people.

“Last year’s gala was a 
huge success and a celebra-
tion of Chelsea,” Maltez 
said.

With the civic awards, 
which will be announced at 
this year’s gala, Maltez the 
city is looking to celebrate 
the folks who contribute to 
the community every day.

The City of Chelsea Civ-
ic Standards: The City of 
Chelsea values active com-
munity participation, social 
justice, and neighborliness. 
Chelsea’s civic standards en-
courage residents to engage 
in public service, volunteer, 
and promote awareness and 
equality that result in a great-
er sense of community.

The city invites residents 
to nominate any individu-
al, business, or organization 
who exemplify these stan-
dards for recognition at our 
upcoming awards ceremony.

To nominate a Chelsea 
community member, visit  
www.chelseama.gov/gala.

Massport is currently accepting applications 
for the following Scholarships:

• DEBORAH HADDEN GRAY MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

• DONNA RAUSEO MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

• LOWELL L. RICHARDS III MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

• THOMAS J. BUTLER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

• STEM SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarship applications must be received by 
Massport no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
April 25, 2025. 

For more information on these scholarships, 
including application checklist and criteria 
please visit www.massport.com/
community/scholarships-and-internships

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES 
2025

State grant will help with infrastructure 
improvements near Market Basket

By Adam Swift

Chelsea was one of 10 
communities in the state re-
cently awarded money for 
being in compliance with 
the MBTA Communities 
Act, which calls for the cre-
ation of new multifamily 
housing districts in com-
munities with or adjacent to 
MBTA transportation.

The Healey administra-
tion established the MBTA 
Communities Catalyst Fund 
competitive grant awards to 
support activities related to 
housing creation, from im-
proving or expanding crit-
ical infrastructure, to fund-
ing the acquisition of land 
for new development. 

For Fiscal Year 2025, 
Chelsea received $1 million 
of the $8.7 million hand-
ed out to fully compliant 
communities in the state. 
According to the Healey ad-
ministration, the state funds 
will help unlock as many 
as 2,300 new housing units 
in the state and help lower 
prices.

In Chelsea, the grant 
money will be used to help 
design water and sewer 
improvements to serve its 
3A district near the Market 
Basket Plaza and support 

planned housing develop-
ment projects. 

“We are very excited 
to receive this grant; it is 
a substantial award,” said 
City Manager Fidel Maltez. 
“Chelsea fully embraced the 
entire MBTA Communities 
process, and Chelsea took 
it as an opportunity for re-
visions for the area around 
Market Basket, especially 
for housing units.”

Maltez said the city has 
been having conversations 
with Market Basket about 
the future buildout of the 
property, with opportuni-
ties for additional retail and 
business space as well as 
housing.

But to make that kind of 
development possible, there 
is a great need for improved 
infrastructure, especially 
for water, sewers, and road-
ways, Maltez said. The state 
grant will allow the city to 
begin the process of upgrad-
ing the water and sewer in-
frastructure around Spruce 
and Second streets, which 
Maltez said will be the nex-
us of future development in 
the area.

“The MBTA Communi-
ties Law is already paving 
the way for new housing 

for Massachusetts residents, 
and today we are proud 
to award the first round of 
MBTA Community Cat-
alyst Funds in support of 
cities and towns that are 
working hard to bring down 
housing costs for their res-
idents,” said Governor 
Maura Healey. “From the 
start, our administration has 
been committed to working 
closely with communities 
to not only come into com-
pliance with the law, but to 
also provide resources to 
help them turn their plans 
into reality. These funds 
will be crucial for support-
ing housing creation and 
infrastructure upgrades so 
that we can make housing 
more affordable across the 
state.” 

Housing and Livable 
Communities Secretary Ed 
Augustus said the Catalyst 
Fund is another state fund-
ing source to help commu-
nities jumpstart housing 
production.

“Increasing the supply of 
housing helps lower costs 
for all residents and these 
grant awards give our com-
munities a hand as they 
work to build the housing 
they need,” Augustus said.

Chelsea Creek // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cessible and affordable but 
has also empowered them to 
excel as scholars and lead-
ers in their community.

Representative García 
welcomed the students and 
reflected on the transforma-
tive impact of early college 
opportunities. As a former 
participant in the Early 
College Program at Chel-
sea High School, she spoke 
about how the experience 

helped shape her academic 
and professional journey.

“Being part of the Ear-
ly College Program when 
I was a student at Chelsea 
High School was instru-
mental to my success,” said 
Rep. García. “It allowed 
me to save money on col-
lege tuition and gave me 
a head start on my career. 
Seeing these students take 
advantage of this opportu-

nity makes me incredibly 
proud.”

The visit underscored the 
importance of continued 
investment in early college 
initiatives, ensuring that 
more students—regardless 
of background—can benefit 
from the life-changing op-
portunities these programs 
provide.

Garcia // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Your opinions, please
The Record welcomes letters to the editor. Our mailing address is 385 Broadway,  

Revere, MA 02151. Letters may also be e-mailed to 
stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com.   

Letters must be signed.
 We  reserve the right to edit  for length and content.
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Budget // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1     SELLER 1       ADDRESS              PRICE   
Pena-Acuna, Ernesto        Duffy Jr, Andrew J      18-20 Congress Ave #1   $500,000  
Red Coat Declaration Of T  Mastrocola Management In 28 Breakwater Dr #28   $937,000  
Cen, Jonathan Gee, Raymond W 33 Cary Ave #12          $255,000  
Ipince, Rodrigo        Lochiatto, Debroah 37 Clark Ave             $960,000   
Haley, Kellin Phipps, Tobee L 60 Dudley St #226         $445,000 
Tan, Victor E Mckinnon, Joseph 60 Dudley St #210     $475,000  
Ryan, Griffin W Vencis 3rd, David       62 Beacon St #2             $475,000  
Baker, Ian Caldwell Equity Group LL 70 Warren Ave #3-6  $340,000  
Freeman, Dakota S        Mcsharry, Sean D 950 Broadway #24        $519,900  

Neighbors questions Grandview Rd. 
building proposal at ZBA meeting

DiDomenico re-appointed 
Senate Assistant Majority Leader 

By Adam Swift

Residents in the Grand-
view Road neighborhood 
raised concerns about the 
potential construction of a 
two-family duplex home at 
18 Grandview Road during 
last week’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals meeting.

Elmer Castillo is looking 
to build the duplex next to 
the home he owns on the 
adjacent property he owns 
at 24 Grandview Road.

The proposal requires 
several special permits and 
variances from the ZBA for 
lot size, frontage side yard 
setback, combined side yard 
setback, front yard setback, 
and off-street parking as 
well as maximum require-
ment for lot coverage.

Several nearby residents 
raised concerns about the 
impact the project would 
have on traffic and parking 
in the neighborhood, storm-
water runoff, and its prox-
imity to neighboring homes.

Rebecca Edmond-
son-Korom, the attorney 
representing the property 
owner, said the lot at 18 
Grandview has been vacant 
since its creation by a subdi-
vision plan in 1988.

She said nothing is chang-
ing to the existing house at 

24 Grandview.
The proposal calls for the 

creation of two three-bed-
room, 2-½ bath units with 
underground tandem park-
ing.

There is a 35-foot pro-
posed curb cut to access the 
lot and the parking, accord-
ing to Edmondson-Korom.

“I have some concerns 
with the property built so 
close to our property with 
privacy, noise, losing sun-
light on that side of my 
house, and I also have con-
cerns about parking, even 
though it is off-street,” said 
abutter Valerie Green. 

Although the parking 
is not on the street, Green 
noted that the street is very 
narrow and it could create 
issues when residents are 
backing out of 18 Grand-
view. She added that there 
will also be a loss of two 
parking spaces on the street 
as a result of the curb cut.

In addition, Green said 
there are already issues with 
sewer runoff on the street, 
and that additional develop-
ment would only add to it.

A petition from 26 resi-
dents from Grandview and 
the surrounding area also 
raised a number of the same 
concerns.

District 1 City Councilor 

Todd Taylor spoke in sup-
port of the residents who 
voiced their concerns.

“Looking at this … it 
seems like a pretty heavy 
lift for this,” said Taylor. 
“There are a lot of things 
that need to be granted, es-
pecially the lot size.”

The project goes before 
the Planning Board for a 
recommendation on March 
25 and is back before the 
ZBA for a potential vote on 
April 8.

The ZBA also held an ini-
tial public hearing on a pro-
posal for 82-84 Marlboro 
St. at its meeting last week. 
The applicant, Carolina Li-
nares, is seeking to add two 
new three-bedroom units to 
the existing two units at the 
address by adding two addi-
tional stories on the existing 
footprint of the building.

ZBA members did ques-
tion why there was a request 
to add two floors instead of 
just one additional floor for 
a three-unit building. Lin-
ares noted that a four-story 
project would still fall just 
under the height restriction 
in the zoning district.

That project will also be 
before the ZBA on March 
25 and back before the ZBA 
on April 8.

Special to the Record

The Senate President re-
cently re-appointed Sena-
tor Sal DiDomenico to her 
leadership team as Assis-
tant Majority Leader for 
the 2025-2026 Legislative 
Session. This will mark the 
fourth consecutive legisla-
tive session that DiDomen-
ico will serve in that leader-
ship position. DiDomenico 
was also appointed Chair of 
the Bills in the Third Read-
ing Committee, Vice Chair 
of the Ethics Committee, 
and member of the Educa-
tion Committee, Labor and 
Workforce Development 
Committee, Personnel and 
Administration Committee, 
and State Administration 

and Regulatory Oversight 
Committee.

As Assistant Majority 
Leader, Senator DiDome-
nico will continue to be an 
active participant in setting 
the agenda for the upcom-
ing session, and he will 
work with his colleagues to 

advance legislation to the 
Senate floor for legislative 
action in his role as Chair of 
Bills in the Third Reading.

“I am honored to contin-
ue working alongside Sen-
ate President Karen Spilka 
on her leadership team as 
Assistant Majority Leader 
and as Chair of Bills in the 
Third Reading Commit-
tee,” said State Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. “I want to 
thank President Spilka, for 
her trust, confidence, and 
friendship. I look forward 
to working with all my col-
leagues this session to move 
the Commonwealth forward 
and ensure that my constit-
uents and residents in every 
corner of the state get what 
they need and deserve.”

saw a decrease in enroll-
ment by 60 students over 
the past year, which affects 
the amount of state aid the 
district receives. Abeyta 
said the district also has the 
annual battle of addressing 
inflation and increased sal-
aries, benefits, healthcare 
costs, and special education 
costs.

Chapter 70 state aid 
covers about 80 percent of 
the total cost of the school 
budget, with the remainder 
funded mainly through the 
city, as well as grants.

Just to address those 
costs and maintain the ser-
vices in the current budget, 
the district was faced with 
an $11.5 million increase 

for the coming year, Turner 
said.

During the budget pro-
cess, Abeyta said the ad-
ministration has held pub-
lic outreach sessions and 
met with staff, the school 
committee, and the Chelsea 
Teachers’ Union to discuss 
and address budget needs.

“I want to thank Dr. 
Abeyta and the entire school 
committee team for the bud-
get process,” said Chelsea 
Teachers’ Union President 
and Browne Middle School 
special education teacher 
Kathryn Anderson. “This 
has been really an unprece-
dented year; there has been 
a lot of difficulty both with-
in our district and national-

ly.”
Anderson thanked Turner 

and Abeya for having con-
versations about how the 
potential budget cuts would 
have the lowest impact on 
students and staff.

“There was clearly an ef-
fort to prioritize student-fac-
ing services and a focus on 
keeping people in front of 
our kids,” she said.

The school committee 
will be meeting on the bud-
get again this Thursday, 
March 20 and is expected to 
vote on the final figure at its 
March 27 meeting, where it 
will then go before the city 
council as part of the overall 
city budget.

nesses easier.
“We recognize the 

Downtown Broadway Con-
struction Project is a major 
disruption to this area and 
is creating a lot of impacts,” 
said Maltez. “We believe 
this new, four-day work 
week will bring much relief 
to our Broadway business 
owners and our residents by 
giving them a long weekend 
without disruption. I’d like 
to thank our project con-
tractor, Albanese, for their 
flexibility, and the Chamber 
of Commerce, for their part-
nership in our efforts to sup-
port our businesses during 
this period.”

Moving forward, every 
Thursday afternoon, the 
contractor will clean the 
area, move as much equip-
ment out of the right-of-way 
as is feasible, with larger 
equipment such as excava-
tors, trench boxes, and road 
plates parked closely to-
gether, to leave as many 
parking spaces open as 
possible, according to city 
officials. This will allow the 
Broadway businesses to op-
erate without any construc-
tion disruptions on Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday.
In the event the project 

contractor loses a day of 
work due to severe weather, 
construction will take place 
on the Friday of that week 
to make up for the lost day 
and ensure the project re-
mains on schedule.

This new schedule will 
remain in effect for the re-
mainder of the project. By 
the end of March, Broad-
way between Fourth and 
Fifth Street will be com-
pleted, and work will move 
towards Margolis Pharmacy 
and City Hall. 

At last week’s city coun-
cil meeting, Maltez also 
responded to a number of 
council orders that were 
submitted last month by 
District 7 Councilor Manuel 
Teshe looking to minimize 
the impact of the Down-
town Broadway project. 
Teshe noted that many local 
businesses have taken a ma-
jor financial hit during the 
course of the work.

In response to one coun-
cil order, Maltez said the 
city has made positive 
connections with two local 
businesses to help make 

parking more available for 
special events.

“We have also reached 
out to Chelsea District Court 
to request use of the parking 
lot for overnight parking 
of residents,” said Maltez. 
“Unfortunately, the District 
Court shared concerns with 
residents not removing their 
vehicles in the morning and 
disrupting start time of the 
court. We will continue to 
engage them to see if this 
issue can be resolved.”

Maltez said the city has 
also reached out to the state 
to request that the parking 
lot on 5th Street and Arling-
ton be made available for 
resident parking.

Maltez said the city 
could also make available 
$100,000 in free cash to 
assist the Chamber of Com-
merce in its work during 
the downtown project. The 
council will take up the fi-
nancial order in its ways 
and means subcommittee.

In addition, Maltez re-
quested the city council 
approve expanding the 
city’s storefront improve-
ment program with another 
$100,000 from free cash.

One of Stacey’s most im-
pactful contributions is her 
successful advocacy to re-
store Walnut Street’s name, 
which had been changed to 
Arlington Street Extension 
following the Great Chel-
sea Fire of 1973. Through 
extensive research, she 
uncovered the history of 
a once-thriving neigh-
borhood—home to fami-
lies, small businesses, and 
restaurants, including some 
owned by her relatives—
that was transformed into 

an industrial zone due to 
urban renewal efforts. Mo-
tivated by this discovery, 
she worked alongside local 
government officials, who 
listened to her concerns and 
voted unanimously to re-
instate the street’s original 
name.

“True history appreciates 
every voice, intertwining a 
parallel narrative where all 
stories are seen, heard, and 
learned from is long over-
due,” said Smith.

Representative Judith 

Garcia praised Stacey’s 
leadership and commitment 
to historical justice, stating:

“Stacey Smith exem-
plifies the power of com-
munity-driven advocacy. 
Her dedication to uplifting 
Chelsea’s history and ensur-
ing that all voices are recog-
nized is truly inspiring. By 
reclaiming Walnut Street, 
she has reclaimed a piece 
of our city’s identity. I am 
honored to celebrate her as 
this year’s Black Excellence 
Award recipient.”

Smith // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senator Sal DiDomenico



Page 4 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D  Thursday, March 20, 2025

Dear Editor,
The following letter was 

submitted to the Massport 
Board members.

Dear Massport Board 
Members,

AIR, Inc., Mother’s Out 
Front, GreenRoots, Friends 
of Belle Isle Marsh, and 
other member organizations 
of the Logan Community 
Clean Air Coalition wish to 
endorse Massport’s proposal 
to institute rational ground 
access fees and improve 
transit options to Logan. 

Logan is one of a growing 
number of airports, like Se-
attle, Los Angeles, Newark, 
and others, that are drown-
ing under excessive roadway 
and curb congestion caused 
by unregulated private ve-
hicle access. Not only does 
this congestion degrade the 
airport’s performance, it 
also burdens the residents of 
adjacent communities with 
excess air pollution. The fact 
is: private passenger car ve-
hicular access to Logan has 
severe costs and the fees 
Massport charges for access 
to Logan’s curbs should re-
flect those costs.

But how would increasing 
ground access fees help? Re-
alistic fees for access to the 
terminal curbs will help if at 
the same time Massport cou-
ples them with giving trav-
elers a far better way to get 
to Logan. 

And how can Massport do 
this?

The first half of the answer 
comes from Switzerland, 
where post offices, bus and 
train stations have offered 
airport baggage handling 
for decades. Swiss travelers’ 
luggage is scanned at bus 
and train stations and gets 
checked-through to their 
flights and final destinations. 
The technology that makes 
this possible means that we 
can add baggage checking 
services anywhere. 

The other half of the an-
swer comes from Philadel-
phia, where American Air-
lines is offering ‘land flights’ 
between Allentown PA and 
Atlantic City, and Philadel-
phia International Airport 
(PHL).  Travelers can book 
their travel out of the smaller 
local airports using the nor-
mal American Airlines res-
ervation system online. On 
the day of travel, they head 
to their local airport, where 
they check their bags nor-
mally, and clear TSA secu-
rity as usual. Then, instead 
of boarding an aircraft for 
the 50 mile trip to PHL, they 
board a high quality bus on 
the secure side of TSA at 
those outlying airports and 
are dropped right at their 
gate in PHL. 

These aren’t the kind of 
buses that take you to the 
local mall. They are luxury 
coaches set up with seat-
ing and amenities that meet 

modern aircraft comfort 
standards -a cross between 
an aircraft cabin and a bus. 
They’re outfitted with  first 
class width, leather airline 
style seating, WiFi, over-
head storage bins, onboard 
entertainment, power out-
lets, and onboard restrooms, 
just like an airplane. 

If the Swiss can check 
luggage at bus stations, and 
TSA can allow ground ac-
cess links between facilities, 
Massport can reimagine its 
Logan Express system as a 
series of state of the art, full 
service, world-class remote 
airport terminals which pro-
vide land flights between 
them and Logan. Land 
flight service could even 
be expanded to replace air 
travel routes for trips under 
150- 200 miles, saving air-
lines considerable expense 
and dramatically reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Of course Massport 
would need to be trusted to 
do this properly. But new 
Massport CEO Rich Davey 
has a legitimate transit back-
ground and he’s been public-
ly talking about this sort of 
idea. There’s no doubt that 
this system would work, nor 
is there any question that it 
would be wildly popular. So 
we need to get behind this.

It’s not hard to imagine 
how much smoother get-
ting through Logan would 
be if Boston’s cramped 
and crowded airport were 
streamlined by moving a 
bunch of baggage handling, 
curb congestion, and securi-
ty screening activity off-site.  

It’s also not hard to imag-
ine how much less stress-
ful traveling out of Logan 
would be if you could just 
take an Uber to the Fram-
ingham or Braintree Logan 
Remote Terminal, -or if you 
could drive your own car 
to the well-lit, secure and 
affordable parking garage 
attached directly to the heat-
ed and air conditioned ‘New 
Woburn or Danvers Logan 
Remote’ and check your 

bags and clear security, right 
there. You then would not 
need to drag your luggage 
in and out of your ride, and 
through the terminal, like a 
beast of burden.

The more you think about 
it, the better this idea sounds, 
and the less an outrageous 
price hike for a service you 
no longer want to use actu-
ally matters. Now imagine 
that these airplane buses 
could fly right through the 
barbary of Boston’s region-
al standstill traffic on high 
speed bus-only dedicated 
bus lanes, cutting your trip 
time in half.

Increasing existing 
ground access fees is part 
of a policy that can drive up 
use of true HOV/Transit op-
tions. But it could also cause 
an uptick in private pick-up 
and drop-off activity. So if 
Massport wants to use pric-
ing increases to drive down 
congestion, they’ll need to 
prepare an effective curb 
activity monitoring program 
and prepare for implementa-
tion of an airport roadway or 
curb access fee. 

Massport has a choice 
of how to implement these 
changes. We urge the Port 
Authority to move forward 
with this fee proposal, but 
to do it by first offering the 
traveling public significant 
relief from the stress and 
frustration of getting to Lo-
gan by investing in imme-
diate improvements to the 
pricing, comfort and conve-
nience of its existing transit 
options.

If we still need to ar-
gue over these proposed 
fee hikes, the conversation 
needs to recognize that the 
cost of leaving things the 
way they are is too high. 
Forbes reported that traffic 

congestion cost Boston over 
$4 billion in economic loss-
es in 2019 and local airport 
adjacent communities pay a 
far steeper price in chronic 
disease driven by air pollu-
tion.

Economically, increasing 
ground transport efficiency 
will improve, not damage 
economic productivity. Met-
ropolitan London’s gross 
domestic product rose by 
52% in the 20 years since 
the city instituted its conges-
tion charge. London’s con-
gestion charge has actually 
been well accepted, and has 
measurably reduced traffic 
and pollution. If Massport 
and the state’s eight regional 
transit authorities’ can colo-
cate their bus services with 
Logan Remote Terminals, 
the economic and mobility 
benefits would be signifi-
cant.

We urge Massport’s 
Board to seize this oppor-
tunity to embrace true en-
vironmental and transporta-
tion leadership and ignore 
the scare tactics and indus-
try-funded ad campaigns. 
Ride App drivers will not 
lose business; they will sim-
ply change destinations and 
save time by avoiding trips 
into the congested core of 
the city. The time saved will 
allow these drivers to take 
more fares. 

The future can be scary, 
but the future can also be 
bright. We need to give 
Massport a chance to give us 
a better option.

Sincerely,
AIR, Inc., Mother’s 

Out Front, GreenRoots, 
Friends of Belle Isle 

Marsh, and members of 
the Logan Community 

Clean Air Coalition
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WE HAVE LOST THE 

BATTLE TO STOP 

CLIMATE CHANGE; 

WE NEED TO 

SAVE OURSELVES
We recently saw a chart that was incredibly depress-

ing: Even though the amount of greenhouse gas emissions 
(GGE) by the United States has decreased by about 15% 
since 2000, the rest of the world has increased its GGE by 
50%.

Right now, the U.S. contributes only an estimated 13% 
of the total greenhouse gases world-wide into the atmo-
sphere. (By contrast, in 1950 we accounted for 40%.) So 
even if the U.S. were to become carbon-neutral tomorrow, 
it would barely make a dent in the ever-increasing world 
output of GGE. In 1950, total greenhouse emissions in the 
world (excluding the U.S.) were 3.6 billion tons. But today, 
the world (excluding the U.S.) spews about 31 billion tons 
of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

In other words, we in the U.S. can reduce our individu-
al and collective carbon footprints, but it won’t make one 
bit of difference to stave off the looming effects of climate 
change.

So as a practical matter, what does this mean? In gener-
al, we should continue to do everything we can to make our 
air, water, and environment cleaner because these measures 
will reduce pollution and improve our health. 

But we need to be very strategic about how we spend our 
resources on these projects because, as we noted, no matter 
what we do, they are not going to do anything to stop the 
inevitability of climate change.

Rather, we need to devote most of our attention and re-
sources to minimizing the effects of the climate change 
catastrophe that we are facing by spending money on re-
silience measures. For example: Instead of creating bicy-
cle lanes that very few people ever will use, we should use 
those tax dollars to harden our critical infrastructure to pro-
tect against the effects of bigger and more frequent storms, 
floods, drought, wildfires, and sea-level rise.

California has spent billions of dollars on cli-
mate-change initiatives -- but its biggest city proved wholly 
incapable of fighting a fire, with tragic consequences. 

Climate change is here and it’s only going to get worse. 
We need to stop fighting what already is a lost cause and in-
stead spend our scarce resources on preparations for the cli-
mate catastrophe that already is here -- and getting worse.

ARE AMERICANS 

LOSING THEIR APPETITE 

FOR JUNK FOOD?
PepsiCo, the international food conglomerate, report-

ed last month that the company’s North American snacks 
business, which makes Doritos, Cheetos, and Lay’s potato 
chips, saw a 3% dip (pun intended) in sales volume in the 
quarter ended Dec. 28.

Smuckers, which owns the Hostess brand that makes the 
iconic Twinkies, also reported a decline in the volume of its 
products sold in 2024. 

We don’t think it is a coincidence that Americans have 
been consuming less junk food ever since the FDA ap-
proved the use of the GLP-1 drugs made by pharmaceutical 
giants Eli Lilly (Zepbound ) and Novo Nordisk (Wegovy).

These drugs (under their other brand names, Mounjaro 
and Ozempic) initially were approved to treat diabetes. But 
it soon became clear that in addition to treating that disease, 
there was another big benefit: Patients were losing signifi-
cant amounts of weight. 

It has only been a couple of years since these drugs were 
approved for weight loss, but it would appear that our na-
tion’s non-stop, upward trend of ever-increasing obesity 
finally has been reversed. According to recently-released 
statistics, the obesity rate in the United States decreased for 
the first time in over a decade, from 46% in 2022 to 45.6% 
in 2023. 

Users of these drugs report a suppression of their appetite 
and a decrease in their cravings for junk foods of all kinds, 
not just Doritos and Twinkies. (We also would note that 
users of GLP-1 drugs report a decrease in many other forms 
of addictive behavior, including gambling, drugs, and alco-
hol abuse.)  

We hasten to point out that a direct link between the 
GLP-1 drugs and the national reduction in weight has not 
been shown, but the trends, in our view, are unmistakable. 
To paraphrase Bob Dylan, we don’t need a double-blind 
study to tell us which way the obesity trend will be heading 
with the widespread adoption of the GLP-1 drugs.

As we wrote in this space a few weeks ago, we believe 
that GLP-1 drugs, which are incredibly expensive, should 
be covered by health insurance so that they can become af-
fordable for all Americans, not just the wealthy.

Obesity is the leading cause of a multitude of diseases 
in this country and not making the GLP-1 drugs affordable 
for all Americans is penny-wise and pound-foolish (pun in-
tended).

An open letter to the Massachusetts Port Authority Board

Guest Op-ed

COURTESY OF LANDLINE

A view of the inside of the buses used for ‘land flights.’
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NeighborHealth earns 
recognition from HRSA 
for quality excellence

 Special to the Record

NeighborHealth, Mas-
sachusetts’ largest com-
munity-based primary care 
health system, has been rec-
ognized by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services’ (HHS) Health 
Resources and Services Ad-
ministration (HRSA) with 
four distinguished quali-
ty badges for 2024. These 
awards, distributed in late 
2024, highlight Neighbor-
Health’s commitment to de-
livering exceptional patient 
care and advancing health 
outcomes in our communi-
ty.

The quality badges 
awarded to NeighborHealth 
include three different Com-
munity Health Quality Rec-
ognition (CHQR) badges in 
addition to Patient-Centered 
Medical Home (PCMH) 
recognition.
National Quality Leader - 
Cancer Screening (Gold)

This coveted gold badge 
places NeighborHealth 
among an elite 1% of health 
centers nationwide rec-
ognized for excellence in 
cancer screening – under-
scoring the tireless efforts 
of NeighborHealth’s clini-
cal teams in early detection 
and preventive care. Neigh-
borHealth’s ability to foster 
close partnerships between 
providers, clinical and oper-
ations leaders allows them 
to seamlessly maintain qual-
ity teams to support preven-
tative cancer screening.

Health Center Quality 
Leader (Silver)

NeighborHealth received 
silver status as a leader in 

overall quality performance, 
demonstrating its dedication 
to providing high-standard, 
equitable healthcare ser-
vices. This badge is only 
awarded to the top perform-
ing health centers nation-
wide. NeighborHealth has 
demonstrated commitment 
to holistic health care, with 
compassion, curiosity and 
empathy to receive this ac-
colade.

Advancing Health 
Information Technology 

for Quality
This recognition reflects 

NeighborHealth’s commit-
ment to leveraging inno-
vative health information 
technology to enhance pa-
tient outcomes and stream-
line care delivery. Neigh-
borHealth was awarded this 
badge for meeting all crite-
ria to optimize Health Infor-
mation Technology services 
that advance telehealth, pa-
tient engagement, interoper-
ability, and collection of so-
cial risk factors to increase 
access to care and advance 
quality of care. Neighbor-
Health has implemented 
multiple care delivery op-
tions, including telehealth 
through the coordination 
and partnership between in-
formation technology, clini-
cal, quality and operations.

 Patient-Centered 
Medical Home

An honor, recogniz-
ing NeighborHealth’s im-
plementation of the Pa-
tient-Centered Medical 
Home model, emphasizing 
patient-focused, compre-
hensive and coordinated 
care.

MassDOT Aeronautics reports 
successful drone medical 
delivery demonstrations   

Special to the Record

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation 
(MassDOT) Aeronautics  
Division has announced the 
successful completion of 
flights by three companies, 
which conducted drone 
medical delivery demon-
strations transporting pack-
ages of up to 10 pounds. 
The tests were designed to 
explore and assess the future 
use of drones, Uncrewed  
Aircraft Systems, (UAS) 
for small package delivery, 
especially for home-based 
healthcare and emergency 
medical response in the fu-
ture.     

The Medical Delivery 
Demonstrations occurred 
between August and Octo-
ber of 2024. Participants’ 
drones carried simulated 
payloads for at least one 
mile, one way, demonstrat-
ing the future  potential to 
transport small packages.     

“This medical deliv-
ery demonstration under-
scores the value of drones 
for many operational 
needs,” said Transportation 
Secretary and CEO Monica 
Tibbits-Nutt. “Drones have 
already proven useful in op-
erations, including MBTA 
track corridor inspections, 
MassDOT Highway bridge 
inspections, overhead proj-
ect evaluations, and other 
needs. We continue to assess  
the use of drones for other 
purposes in the future.”  

“This demonstration 
project reflects our commit-
ment to exploring the use 
of drones to meet critical 

needs, such as the timely, 
cost-effective delivery of 
supplies and devices for 
health  care and emergen-
cy management, across 
the Commonwealth,” said  
MassDOT Aeronautics Act-
ing Administrator Denise 
Garcia.    

MassDOT Aeronautics 
already uses drones to im-
prove transportation safety, 
including for infrastructure 
inspection and incident re-
sponse, supporting Mass-
DOT, the Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation  Author-
ity (MBTA), and the Massa-
chusetts Emergency Man-
agement Agency (MEMA).    

MassDOT Aeronautics  
is dedicated to making air 
transportation safer, clean-
er, more efficient, and more 
economically advantageous 
for the people, commu-
nities, and businesses of 
Massachusetts. MassDOT 
Aeronautics employs the 
highest standards in safety, 
engineering, and financial  
management to regulate 
and promote air transporta-
tion in the Commonwealth. 
The Agency oversees 35 of 
the State’s 38 public-use 
airports, supports econom-
ic development and job 
growth, reduces aviation’s 
environmental impact, and 
explores the introduction 
of advanced aviation sys-
tems. The Agency’s Drone 
Operations Program  aims 
to facilitate the adoption and 
use of Uncrewed Aircraft 
Systems (UA/drones) in the 
Commonwealth in a manner 
that is safe, efficient, and 
cost effective. 

Gerald “Jerry” O”Don-
nell of Peabody and former 
Chelsea Resident entered 
into eternal rest on Monday 
March 17th 2025 surround-
ed by family at MGH Bos-
ton

Jerry was well known in 
the towing industry as the 
owner of Jerry’s, A&J and 
All City Towing in Chelsea 
as the city of Chelsea’s Con-
tract Towing vendor where 
he and his brother Paul 
would be seen responding 
to various calls for service 
assisting the Chelsea Police 
and stranded motorists.

Jerry was born October 
21st 1957 in Everett and 
raised in Chelsea and at-
tended Shurtleff School and 
Chelsea High  and settled on 
Hooper Street  in the 1990’s, 
moving in 2022 to Brooks-
by Village in Peabody.

He was the son of the late 
Gertrude (Mackey) O’Don-
nell-Koolloian. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife 
Amy (Weiner) and brother 
Arthur O;Donnell and sur-
vived by his son Brandon, 
daughter Elissa Murray 
and husband William both 

of Peabody and brother of 
Chelsea Emergency Man-
agement Supervisor Paul 
Koolloian.

The wake will be held on 
Tuesday March 25th from 
4 -8 pm at the Welsh Fu-
neral Home 718 Broadway 
Chelsea with the funeral on 
Wednesday morning March 
26th with the time to be 
determined at a later date. 
Burial will be at the Con-
gregation Tifereth Israel 
Cemetery on Fuller Street in 
Everett 

Please visit the funeral 
home website for funeral 
hours.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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Gerald “Jerry” O”Donnell
Formerly of Chelsea

William F. Pettengill
Former member/bartender of the 

Chelsea Irish Club and member of many 
other local organizations

OBITUARIES

William F. 
Pettengill (af-
f e c t i o n a t e l y 
known as Sweet 
Pea) of Chelsea 

passed away on March 13, 
2025 at the age of 85 after a 
long illness. He was pre-de-
ceased by his loving wife, 
Mary (Pitts) Pettengill, his 
parents, Jim and Anna Pet-
tengill, his brother, James 
and his wife, Yvonne.

He is survived by his 
son,Michael Walsh, his 
wife Nancy; his grandchil-
dren, Connor Walsh, Taylor 
Walsh and her partner, To-
mas Gates and soon to be 
great granddaughter, Ruby 
Elizabeth. He is also sur-
vived by his sister, Claire 
Ellis and her husband, 
Mick, his brother in law, Ar-
thur Pitts and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews.

Bill was born in Malden 
but grew up in Everett.  He 
went to Everett schools and 
attended Everett Vocational 
High School where he was 
an outstanding athlete, cap-
tain of the basketball and 
cross-country teams. 

He proudly served his 
country in the US Army 
during the Berlin crisis. 
He held many jobs over 
the years; which included 
employment at Purity Su-
preme, U.S. Gypsum, the 
City of Chelsea as a trash 
truck driver and beloved 
crossing guard. 

Bill was outgoing, had 
many friends throughout the 
years and most importantly, 
he enjoyed life.  He was a 
former member/bartender 
of the Chelsea Irish Club. 
Also, a past member of the 
Chelsea Moose Club, Chel-
sea Masons Lodge, Chelsea 
Elks Lodge, the Cary Square 
Social Club and the Beach-
mont V.F.W. Post #6712.

Relatives and friends 
attended visiting hours in 
the Carafa Family Funer-
al Home, 389 Washington 
Ave., Chelsea on Wednes-
day, March 19 followed 
by a Funeral Service in the 
Funeral Home.  Bill’s Inter-
ment followed at the Massa-
chusetts National Cemetery 
in Bourne. 

We encourage family 
and friends to visit carafa-
funeralhome.com to offer 
condolences by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sympa-
thy card.

DiDomenico, Neville 
present school funding 
solutions to the legislature

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
hosted a legislative briefing 
on March 4 to educate state 
representatives, senators, 
and staffers on the ways high 
inflation has harmed school 
budgets and bills that could 
address funding shortfalls, 
featuring testimony from 
Chelsea School Committee 
member Dr. Sarah Neville 
as well as other school com-
mittee members and policy 
analysts from across the re-
gion.

Current law ensures that 
state funding for public 
schools keeps pace with in-
flation, but only up to 4.5%. 
As a result, when inflation 
rose to 7% in 2022, and to 
8% in 2023, state education 
funding was only inflated 
by 4.5% both years due to 
this cap. 

“Chelsea was the munici-
pality that was most affected 
by this inflation cap out of 
the whole state,” said Nev-
ille. “The inflation cap took 
$7.6 million from Chel-
sea Public Schools, which 
amounts to $1,200 per stu-
dent. And this isn’t a one-
time loss: if it weren’t for 
the inflation cap, our school 
budget would have had $7.6 
million in additional fund-
ing in 2025, $7.6 million 
more in 2026, $7.6 million 
more in 2027, and so on. We 
had to cut $2 million from 
our budget this year, but if 
it weren’t for the inflation 
cap, we wouldn’t be cut-

ting, we’d be building. We 
would be investing essential 
student support services to 
help students who are strug-
gling, by hiring more tutors 
and specialists.”

“Public education is one 
of my top priorities,” said 
Senator Sal DiDomenico, 
“and I am proud to be the 
lead sponsor to eliminate 
the inflation cap on our edu-
cation funding to ensure our 
school districts like Chelsea 
get all the investments and 
resources they need even as 
costs rise higher and higher 
each year. I will always be 
an ardent advocate for our 
schools and teachers so our 
children can have the best 
education and childhood we 
can possibly provide. This 
cap has hurt our districts 
and that is why this legis-
lation is even more critical 
going forward.”

DiDomenico jointly host-
ed the briefing with Senators 
Pavel Payano and Robyn 
Kennedy to highlight the 
bills they have proposed to 
address the inflation prob-
lem. DiDomenico’s bill 
would remove the inflation 
cap, so that if inflation ever 
soars above 4.5% again, 
school budgets would not 
suffer. Payano’s and Ken-
nedy’s bills also propose 
ways to provide districts 
with the funding they lost 
in 2022-2023; these bills 
would raise Chelsea Pub-
lic Schools’ budget by $7.6 
million per year.
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Please visit chelsearecord.com

SAM’S MOBILE 
We come to your home or office!
AAUUTTOO  DDEETTAAIILLIINNGG

• FULL INTERIOR DEEP CLEANING
• VACUUM, STEAM & SEAT PROTECTION

• WASH & WAX
• WHEELS & TIRES
• TRUNK & ENGINE

617-285-1636617-285-1636
samsautodetailingsamsautodetailing..netnet

Chelsea Chamber Board of Directors include Sean McNamee 
– Eastern Salt, Hailey Guzman – Colwen Hotel, Lauren Ellis – 
Bunker Hill Community College, Rena Caso – Dunkin – Everett 
Ave, Uri Molina - Global Partners, David Mindlin – Kraft and 
Hall Law, Seth Felix – East Cambridge Savings Bank, Roman 
Gold – Margolis Pharmacy, Beth McDougal – McDougal Archi-
tects, and Charlene Bauer – Metro Credit Union. Missing from 
the photo are Arthur Arsenault – Arsenault and Kline CPA, and 
Joe Vinard – Retired, East Cambridge Savings Bank.

Luis Romero and Mayra Molina – Chelsea Chamber Honors 
Small Business of the Year / Delicias Salvadorenas.

Michael Matrinko Jr, Cheryl Matrinko, Michael Matrinko Sr – 
Chelsea Chamber Honors Business of the Year / The Brown Jug.

Donna and Peter Zaksheski – Chelsea Chamber Honors Life-
time Achievement Award.

Bruce Mauch – Chelsea Chamber Honors Legacy Award Beth 
McDougal and Jennifer Hassell.

Chamber Executive Director Jennifer Hassell with Guest 
Speaker Jay Ash.

Caroyln Boumila-Vega of Chelsea Kiwanis, Sheila Arsenault, 
Arthur Arsenault, Chelsea Chamber President, and Matt Frank 
of Chelsea Housing Authority.

COURTESY PHOTOS

The Chelsea Chamber of 
Commerce held its Instal-
lation of Officers Dinner at 
Holiday Inn, Chelsea.

Executive Director Jen-
nifer Hassell welcomed the 
many Chambers members 

and guests to the program.
Former Chelsea City 

Manager Jay Ash, president 
and CEO of the Massachu-
setts Competitive Partner-
ship, was the guest speaker.

CHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOLDS INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS DINNER
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FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pharmacies at 10 Gove St. and Maverick Square

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

Chelsea Fire edges Chelsea Police in charity basketball game at CHS
By Michael Lopez                  

Official Scorekeeper

In a closely contested 
battle of Chelsea first re-
sponders (Chelsea Police 
Department vs Chelsea Fire 
Department) Chelsea Fire 
came out victorious over 

Chelsea Police, 47-44, for 
the second year in a row. 

The charity basketball 
game, organized by Police 
Sgt. Star Chung and others, 
benefited the Chelsea Com-
munity Connection Coali-
tion.

The Chelsea Fire Depart-

ment was led by head coach 
Firefighter Tony Martins 
and assistant coach Fire-
fighter Carlos Carrasquillo.

 Kevin DeJesus led the 
Fire Department with 12 
points. Jonathan “Bird” 
Morel (who proposed to his 
girlfriend right before tip-

off) scored 7 points. Berto 
Gonzalez had 6 points, Fire 
Lieutenant John Coyne and 
Alex Monterrey each had 4 
points, Jeff Flores and Rony 
Gomez each had 3 points, 
Danny Henriquez, Fire 
Captain Mike Lee, Antonio 
Nieves and Kevin Gomez 

each scored 2 points. 
The Chelsea Police De-

partment contingent was 
guided by head coach, 
Captain Brian Dunn, and 
assistant coach Francisco 
Molina. Officer Luis Diaz 
was the leading scorer for 
his team with 14 points. 

Tom Broman had 7 points, 
Mustafa Mirza had 5 points. 
Police Sergeant Mike Ad-
donizio, Peter Lopez, and 
Richard Laft each had 4 
points. Carlos DelCompare 
and Jonathan Perez each 
had 3 points.

Shown representing the police team (top row left to right) are Sgt. Star Chung, Ofc. Jonathan Maldonado, Ofc. Matt Dinicola, Sgt. Fernando Camacho, Ofc. Cristofer Sanyet, Lt. Joe Fern Jr., Det. 
Richard Laft, Ofc. Luis Diaz, Capt. Brian Dunn (Head Coach), Ofc. Alex Cabassa (Player), Sgt. Michael Addonizio (Player), Ofc. Rodrigo Fuentes (Injured Player..Sat Out), Ofc. Jonathan Perez (Player), 
Ofc. Kevin Diaz, Chief Keith Houghton, and Ofc. Joe Stutto Jr.  Kneeling (bottom row left to right) are Ofc. Carlos DelCompare (Player), Ofc. Joe Campers (Player), Ofc. Marc Garcia, Ofc. Garrison 
Daniel (Player), Co-Response Clinician Peter Lopez (Player), Det. Tom Broman (Player), Ofc. Nelson Navarro (Player), and Ofc. Mustafa Mirza (Player).

 Inspection Station
 Winterize Your Vehicle

  Auto Repair
 Tires for your conveniencefor your convenience

 repair and park service repair and park service
call john for detailscall john for details

for your conveniencefor your convenience
 repair and park service repair and park service

call john for detailscall john for details

4 generations of

car care    repair

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

owned and operated
by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

tom digregorio | john digregorio






&

The Chelsea Fire Department basketball team is pictured before the charity game versus the Chelsea Police Department March 8 at the Saul Nechtem Gymnasium.
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Last Monday, the Bruins 
had an excellent opportu-
nity to end their two-game 
skid versus the last-place 
team in the Atlantic Divi-
sion, the Buffalo Sabres. 
While the Sabres are base-
ment tenants in the Atlantic, 
they had recently earned 
wins over both the Vegas 
Golden Knights and the Ed-
monton Oilers. The kicker, 
this same team on the road, 
had left the ice the last eight 
games with a loss. Obvious-
ly, one never knows which 
Bruins team will show up, 
as was the case for the Bru-
ins when they entered Mon-
day night’s game. The Bs 
were hoping to get some re-
venge for the 7-2 drubbing 

they received from Buffalo 
in their initial meeting in 
January, but that plan failed 
as the final score in over-
time was a 3-2 Buffalo win, 
on 4-on-3 power play goal 
from Alex Tuch with 11 
seconds left in the OT. The 
loss extended the Bs losing 
streak to three games. The 
Bruins, for 60-minutes, had 
a chance to win the contest, 
thanks to the strong play 
of Joonas Korpisalo (27 
saves), who got the nod in 
net after Jeremy Swayman 
had been given four straight 
starts, and posting a 2-2 re-
cord.

Boston came in last night 
against Buffalo down four 
points out of the wild card 

spot, making this another 
crucial game for the Bru-
ins’, whose playoff chances 
at this time are becoming 
slim-to-none. Boston fans 
are rapidly losing their pa-
tience, as indicated by the 
local fans serenading their 
team with loud choruses of 
boos on Saturday, indicat-
ing their frustration in the 
recent loss to Tampa Bay. 
Much was attributed  to the 
Bruins not able to manufac-
ture a single shot on net, in 
the second period of Satur-
day’s loss to Tampa. That 
struggle continued as they 
were only able to muster 
19 shots last night against 
Sabres’ goalie Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen during almost 

65-minutes of play during 
their 3-2 overtime loss. This 
is a Sabres team that is rap-
idly heading towards their 
14th consecutive season of 
missing the playoffs, yet 
they were able to do enough 
to come out with the win. 
The Bruins’ now have an 
even .500 record (30-30-
9), and headed to their first 
DNQ in nine years (2016).

Bruins forward Morgan 
Geekie, a strong candidate 
to earn this season’s Sixth 
Player Award, scored his 
career-high 23rd goal, and 
also assisted on Boston’s 
first goal by Pavel Zacha 
(14). Many factors played 
into this loss: Boston’s in-
ability to score on the pow-

er play was major, 
especially on the 
5-on-3 chance they 
had,. Buffalo being 
able to score two 
power play goals, with 
their chances, magnified 
this fact.

The puck is now in the 
Bruins end, and that means 
that management decisions 
will have to be made, and 
we’ve already seen some 
that were not very popular, 
but maybe necessary. The 
obvious avenues for man-
agement to explore would 
be, free agency, or trade – 
and it now comes down to 
decisions that could easily 
put this team on the back 
burner for quite some time.

Next up for 
the Bruins will be the Las 
Vegas Golden Knights on 
Thursday 10:00pm, to be-
gin a five-game road trip 
over 11 days, also includ-
ing stops: San Jose Sharks 
on Saturday 10:30pm, Los 
Angeles Kings on Monday 
9:00pm, followed by Ana-
heim, and ending in Detroit 
on March 29.

LEGAL NOTICES

BRUINS CHANCES DIMMING RAPIDLY

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Record encourages residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.

 We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases 
and photos to stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

FKO receives MGH $300,000 grant for innovative apprenticeship 
Special to the Record

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) is excited to 
have received of Mass Gen-
eral Brigham Community 
Health Impact Funds for a 
groundbreaking new out-
of-school time (OST) ap-
prenticeship that is advanc-
ing economic mobility for 
low- and moderate-income 
residents in Chelsea, Re-
vere, and Winthrop, Massa-
chusetts. 

This funding is part of $3 
million that has been award-
ed to 15 local organizations 
to support economic mobili-
ty and financial stability ini-
tiatives in Boston and North 
Suffolk County. The Phillip 
and Susan Ragon Building, 
a multi-year construction 
project that will result in a 
state-of-the-art clinical care 
building on the Massachu-
setts General Hospital  cam-
pus, triggered this landmark 
investment through the 
Massachusetts Determina-
tion of Need (DoN) process. 

This new grant partner-
ship between FKO and 
MGH will ignite hope and 
opportunity for individuals 
across their service areas 
and strengthen essential 
programs for working fam-
ilies. “We are deeply grate-
ful to MGH for believing in 
our vision and for becoming 
a vital partner in creating 
lasting change by empower-
ing both OST educators and 
the youth they serve,” said 
Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
Co-Founder and Executive 
Director of FKO. 

MGH’s significant in-
vestment will enhance 
FKO’s newly launched 
apprenticeship program, 
which is the first of its kind 
for full-time OST workers 
nationwide. FKO’s unique 
model offers full-time paid 
positions while partici-
pants complete a formal 
apprenticeship recognized 
by the U.S. Department of 
Labor and registered with 
the Massachusetts Division 
of Apprentice Standards 

(DAS).
FKO designed the ap-

prenticeship model to help 
individuals build lasting 
careers in a field that plays 
a critical role in child de-
velopment. It equips par-
ticipants with the tools they 
need to succeed in high-de-
mand roles and addresses 
workforce shortages while 
fostering a more inclusive 
and sustainable OST work-
force by recruiting from the 
communities FKO serves.

In addition to full-time 
employment, apprentices 
receive fair compensation 
and benefits such as health-
care and paid time off, along 
with 2,000 hours of on-the-
job learning, 150 hours of 
formal training, and 1:1 
mentorship to support their 
personal professional devel-
opment. Upon completion, 
apprentices earn a certifi-
cate and acquire valuable, 
marketable skills that can 
propel them toward long-
term economic well-being 
and upward mobility.

Since the COVID-19 
pandemic, many commu-
nities have faced more 
significant barriers to eco-
nomic mobility, including 
job loss, increased housing 
insecurity, limited access to 
education and healthcare, 
and a widening digital di-
vide. These challenges have 
made it harder for individu-
als to achieve financial sta-
bility and upward mobility, 
highlighting the urgent need 
for targeted interventions.

“Access to greater eco-
nomic mobility is essential 
to advancing health equity, 
particularly in historically 
marginalized communi-
ties,” said Elsie Taveras, 
MD, MPH, Chief Commu-
nity Health and Health Eq-
uity Officer at Mass Gener-
al Brigham. Taveras further 
emphasized that achieving 
financial stability and eco-
nomic mobility will enable 
individuals to prioritize 
their health while build-
ing generational wealth for 
themselves and their com-

munities.
“The OST apprenticeship 

demonstrates a profound in-
vestment in individuals by 
placing them on the path to-
ward financial stability and 
upward mobility, while si-
multaneously strengthening 
our programs and fostering 
a brighter future for the 
youth we serve,” said Knee-
land Keegan.

FKO remains steadfast 
in its mission to deliver 
exceptional programming 
and create meaningful op-
portunities that uplift chil-
dren, families, and the OST 
workforce.

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) is a leading 
provider of high-quality af-
terschool north of Boston. 
With nearly forty years of 
experience, FKO programs 
offer safe and nurturing en-
vironments where children 
can learn, grow, and thrive 
beyond regular school 
hours. 

Mass General Brigham 
is an integrated academic 

health care system, uniting 
great minds to solve the 
hardest problems in med-
icine for our communities 
and the world. Mass Gener-
al Brigham connects a full 
continuum of care across a 
system of academic medi-
cal centers, community and 
specialty hospitals, a health 
insurance plan, physi-
cian networks, community 
health centers, home care, 
and long-term care services. 
Mass General Brigham is 
a nonprofit organization 
committed to patient care, 
research, teaching, and 
service to the community. 
In addition, Mass General 
Brigham is one of the na-
tion’s leading biomedical 
research organizations with 
several Harvard Medical 
School teaching hospitals. 
For more information, 
please visit massgeneral-
brigham.org.

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth

Of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family
Court

Suffolk Probate 
And Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU24D0893DR
Rosa Felix
Plaintiff
vs.
Alonso Garcia
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a Com-
plaint for Divorce requesting 
that the Court grant a divorce 
for irretrievable breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at the 
Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party. 
SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned 
and required to serve upon: 
Rosa Felix 184 Chester Ave. 
Apt. 1 Chelsea, MA 02150 your 
answer, if any, on or before 
05/29/2025. If you fail to do 
so, the court will proceed to 
the hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your 
answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of said Court. 
Date: March 07, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett

Register of Probate
03/20/25

C

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT 
TO G.L. c. 190B, 
Section 5-304   
Docket No. 
SU25P0415GD
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court 
24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114
In the matter of: 
Lois Sullivan of: 
Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT Alleged Incapaci-
tated Person 
To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by 
Mass. Dept. Of Mental Health 
of Westborough, MA in the 
above captioned matter alleg-
ing that Lois Sullivan is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting 
that Leo Sullivan of Narra-
gansett, RI (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guardian 
is necessary, and that the 
proposed Guardian is appropri-
ate. The petition is on file with 
this court and may contain 
a request for certain specific 
authority. 

You have the right to object to 
this proceeding.  If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 
10:00 AM on the return date of 
03/26/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition.  
If you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you.  In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE  
The outcome of this proceeding 
may limit or completely take 
away the above-named per-
son’s right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both.  The 
above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer.  
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person.  If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court. 
Date: February 26, 2025
Stephanie Everett, Register of 
Probate

3/20/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth

Of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family
Court

Suffolk Probate 
And Family Court

24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU23D2327DR
Edelmira Mendez
Plaintiff
vs.
William Ernesto
Mendez
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a Com-
plaint for Divorce requesting 
that the Court grant a divorce 
for irretrievable breakdown.
Grant him/her custody of the 
child(ran).
Order a suitable amount for 
support of the plaintiff and 
minor child(ren).
Prohibit defendant from 
imposing any restraint on 
plaintiff‚Äôs personal liberty. 
The Complaint is on file at the 
Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party. 
SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned 
and required to serve upon: 
Edelmira Mendez 17 Beach 
Rd. Revere, MA 02151 your 
answer, if any, on or before 
04/08/2025. If you fail to do 
so, the court will proceed to 
the hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your 
answer, fi any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of said Court. 

Date: February 11, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

03/20/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Plymouth Probate
And Family Court
52 Obery Street
Suite 1130
Plymouth, MA
02360
(508)747-6204
CITATION
G.L. c. 210, ? 6
Docket No.
PL26A0029AD
In the matter of:
Nala Roxanne
Miranda
To: 
Unknown/Unnamed Father
any unnamed or unknown 
parent and persons interested 
in a petition for the adoption 
of said child and to the Depart-
ment of Children and Families 
of said Commonwealth.
A petition has been presented 
to said court by:
Richard Frank Young of Brock-
ton, MA and Elizabeth Ashley 
Young of Brockton, MA
If you object to this adoption 
you are entitled to the appoint-
ment of an attorney if you are 
an indigent person.
An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3:10. The 
definition includes but is not 
limited to persons receiving 
TAFDC, EACDC, poverty related 
veteran’s benefits, Medicaid, 
and SSI. The Court will 

determine if you are indigent. 
Contact an Assistant Judicial 
Case Manager or Adoption 
Clerk of the Court on or before 
the date listed below to obtain 
the necessary forms.
IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR 
ATTORNEY MUST FILE A 
WRITTTEN APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT:
Plymouth ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
(10:00 A.M.) ON: 04/11/2025
WITNESS, Hon.  Patrick W. 
Stanton, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 20, 2024
Matthew J. McDonough
Register of Probate

3/6/25, 3/13/25, 3/20/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Rancho 
Las Pupusas, 
Inc. d/b/a 
Rancho Las 

Pupusas
36 Second Street 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing Commission, 
April 10, 2025
Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing will be held 
by the Chelsea Licensing 
Commission on Thursday, 
April 10, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the City Council Chambers, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, MA.  
For a Change of Hours from 
Sunday-Saturday 11pm-11pm 
to Sunday-Saturday 11am-1am 
on a Liquor License application 
for Rancho Las Pupusas, Inc. 
d//b/a Rancho Las Pupusas 
at 36 Second Street, Chelsea, 

MA. 02150. Please be advised 
that you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt mail, 
all abutters to the licensed 
premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING COMMIS-
SION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

3/20/25, 3/27/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with Section 6-3 
(b) of the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given that 
at a Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Traffic and Parking 
Commission held on March 
4, 2025, the Commission 
voted to approve the following 
regulations:
To adopt the amendments to 
the Traffic and Parking Rules 
and Regulations for Bicycles 
and Electric Scooters. COPIES 
OF THE ORDERS ARE AVAILABLE 
AT THE OFFICE OF THE CITY 
CLERK, CITY HALL, 500 BROAD-
WAY, ROOM 209, CHELSEA, MA 
02150.
To post a handicap sign at 125 
Grove Street.
To post a handicap sign at 33 
Eden Street.
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk

3/20/25
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth

Of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family

Court
Suffolk Probate 

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.

Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU24D1209DR
Hilda Chavez
Sanan
Plaintiff
vs.
William Perez
Ramirez
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a Com-
plaint for Divorce requesting 
that the Court grant a divorce 
for irretrievable breakdown.
The Complaint is on file at the 
Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered in this 
matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would 
negatively impact the current 
financial status of either party. 
SEE Supplemental Probate 
Court Rule 411.
You are hereby summoned and 
required to serve upon: Hilda 
Chavez Sanan 47 Grove St. 
Apt. 1 Chelsea, MA 02150 your 
answer, if any, on or before 
04/18/2025. If you fail to do 
so, the court will proceed to 
the hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are also 
required to file a copy of your 
answer, if any, in the office of 
the Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of said Court. 
Date: March 05, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett
Register of Probate

03/20/25
C
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 Special to the Times-Free Press

Family members, teach-
ers, and friends were on hand 
to support 24 Boston youth 
from across the City compet-
ing in Boston’s 17th annual 
BCYF Citywide Spelling 
Bee including Alexandra 
Amaya of Chelsea. Orga-
nized by Boston Centers for 
Youth & Families (BCYF), 
the City of Boston’s largest 
youth and human service 
agency, and sponsored by the 
Boston Bruins Foundation, 
the winner, Sapna Malhota, 
now goes on to the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee in 
Washington D.C. in May.  

“Congratulations to all 
of our students who worked 
hard and made Boston proud 
at this year’s Bee,” said May-
or Michelle Wu. “The City 
of Boston is honored to cel-
ebrate you. Congratulations 
to Sapna for this accomplish-
ment and all of Boston will 
cheer you on as you represent 
our city in the national spell-
ing bee in Washington D.C.”

Over 3,000 young people 
participated in Boston public 
and parochial school spelling 
bees to qualify for the BCYF 
Citywide Bee. The prepara-
tion helps young people im-
prove their spelling, broaden 

their vocabulary, and build 
self-confidence. 

“The dedication and skill 
displayed by our spellers to-
day were truly inspiring, and 
we’re immensely proud of 
each participant,” said Mar-
ta E. Rivera, Commission-
er of BCYF. “We’re deeply 
grateful to the Boston Bruins 
Foundation for their ongo-
ing partnership in bringing 
this enriching experience to 
our city’s youth. We extend 
our sincere thanks to Yusufi 
Vali, Sebastian Stockman, 
and Kate Hennigan for their 
invaluable time and support 
as judges. We’ll be enthusias-

tically cheering on Sapna as 
she represents Boston at the 
National Bee.”

Commissioner Rivera 
opened the speaking program 
and welcomed the spellers 
and their families. All spell-
ers were given participation 
medals. The Bee was held in 
Rabb Hall at the Boston Pub-
lic Library’s Copley Branch. 
Judges were Head Judge: 
Yusufi Vali, Deputy Chief of 
Staff, Boston Public Schools; 
Pronouncer: Sebastian Stock-
man; Professor of English, 
Northeastern University; and 
Records Judge: Kate Hen-
nigan, Program Manager at 
Boston Centers for Youth & 

Families.
Sapna Malhotra, age 13, 

the winner of this year’s Bee, 
won by spelling “Senecio” 
correctly.  The second place 
finisher was Ruslana Rosh-
chin, age 13, from Jamaica 

Plain and coming in third 
was Haylee Chen, age 11 
from Brighton. The Bee went 
16 rounds and one final and 
one championship round.

The Scripps National 
Spelling Bee is the nation’s 

largest and longest-running 
spelling bee. This year’s 
Boston winner will now 
advance to compete in the 
2025 Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee.  The one and only 
national winner from Mas-
sachusetts was in 1939. In 
addition to the opportunity 
to advance to the National 
Bee, the BCYF Spelling Bee 
winner received the Samuel 
Louis Sugarman Award, a 
2025 U.S. Mint Proof Set do-
nated by Mr. Jay Sugarmann 
in honor of his father, a one-
year subscription to Merri-
am-Webster Unabridged On-
line, a one-year subscription 
to Encyclopedia Britannica 
Online Premium, and a tro-
phy. Second place and third 
place finishers received a 
$125 Amazon gift card and 
trophies. 
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 Special to the Record

The Massachusetts 
House of Representa-
tives passed a sweeping 
economic development 
bill authorizing a nearly 
$4 billion infusion into 
the Commonwealth’s 
economy while mak-
ing wide-ranging policy 
changes to make Massa-
chusetts more competitive. 
The bold investments will 
stimulate new and proven 
industries, support work-
force development and 
talent retention, and mod-
ernize economic growth 
strategies. Provisions of 
the bill will support small 
businesses, communities, 
and cultural development, 
ensuring that businesses 
Main Streets across the 
Commonwealth benefit 
from the economic boost. 

State Representative 
Judith Garcia (D-Chelsea) 
emphasized the transfor-
mative potential of this 

legislation, stating, “col-
laborating to drive eco-
nomic growth across the 
Commonwealth through 
this bill is deeply reward-
ing. I’m humbled and 
proud to advocate for and 
bring tangible opportuni-
ties to Chelsea and Ever-
ett.”

Representative Gar-
cia successfully secured 
$1,150,000 in bond au-
thorizations for economic 
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NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day next week 
due to Thanksgiving

 observed  on
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The next issue of 
The Chelsea Record will  

be published 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27 
in light of the Thanksgiving 

holiday on Thursday

School committee looks 
to implement district-wide 
cellphone policy

School committee recognizes family liaisons

New Thanksgiving Day rivalry 
for the Red Devils

 
Chelsea High School will host the East Boston High School football team on 

Thanksgiving Eve next week to take on the Jets in year one of a new rivalry.  The 
game is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 27.  Both teams are 
1-8.  East Boston is led by John Parziale, 15th season.  Chelsea is led by David 
Roque. 

Garcia secures $1.1 million 
for Chelsea in newly passed 
economic development billDiDomenico nominates Maltez for Latino Excellence Award

Both Agree
City manager, fire chief in support 
of potential new fire station

By Adam Swift

The city manager and 
the fire chief look to be on 
board with further explo-
ration of building a new 
fire station somewhere 
along the Chelsea water-
front.

Earlier this month, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero introduced a 
motion asking City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez to ex-
plore the feasibility of the 
city building a small fire 
station to handle growth 
and development in that 
portion of the city.

“The Fire Chief and I 

believe that there will be 
a great benefit from ex-
panding the capacity of 
our Fire Department,” 
said Maltez. “Specifically, 
the Fire Chief would like 
(to) pursue the possibility 
of adding an engine, called 
Engine 4. This engine may 
be housed in a smaller 
fire station, as opposed to 
a larger fire building like 
our Central Fire Station.”

Maltez said Fire Chief 
John Quatieri has explored 
the possibility of pre-fab-
ricated buildings that may 
expedite construction and 

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
is working towards im-
plementing a district-wide 
cellphone policy that 
would have students store 
their phones so they would 
be unable to use them 
during the school day.

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta 
presented an update on the 

policy at last week’s com-
mittee meeting. A final 
draft could be in place for 
a vote by the school com-
mittee at its December 
meeting.

“Last year, one of 
our middle schools (the 
Browne) piloted a cell-
phone policy and it went 

State Rep. Judith Garcia.

Special to the Record

Last month, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico nominated 
Chelsea City Manager, 
Fidel Maltez, for the Lati-

no Excellence Award, and 
joined him for a celebra-
tion at the State House. 
The Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus presents these 

awards each year to cele-
brate Latino leaders who 
continue to make positive 
contributions to districts 
throughout the state. “Fi-
del manages the city of 

Chelsea with great vision 
and humility and works 
collaboratively with state 
leaders to ensure all our 

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Chelsea City Manager, Fidel 
Maltez.

Senator DiDomenico with Jennifer Hassell, the Executive 
Director of the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce.

COURTESY PHOTO 

The School Committee recognized the district’s dozen family liaisons with the Name, Strength, and Story award at its Nov. 
14 meeting.

By Adam Swift

Last week, the school 
committee honored the 
district’s dozen parent 
liaisons with its Name, 
Strength, and Story award.

“The reason why our 
family liaisons were se-
lected is because they are 
incredibly committed to 
our families and will do 
anything for our families,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

Abeyta said the liaisons 
love the district’s students 
and families and take on a 
number of different roles 
in the schools, from orga-
nizing back to school days 
and holiday gift shops to 
notifying families about 
potential truancy issues.

“All of them are bilin-

gual, they speak Spanish 
and are able to relate to 
our families,” said Abeyta. 
“Many of our family liai-
sons come from Chelsea, 
so their hearts are here. 
Our family liaisons are he-
roes and our families trust 
our family liaisons.

“We are just so grate-
ful, and we are so blessed 
by the way (they) serve 
and the way they love our 
families and students.”

Abeyta also praised As-
sistant Superintendent Dr. 
Tamara Blake-Canty for 
supervising the family li-
aisons.

“I’ve known Dr. Blake-
Canty for several years, 
and she was a principal 
and I watched her with her 
families, and I said I’m 
going to place the fami-

ly liaisons directly under 
you because I know you 
understand the connec-
tion between teaching and 
learning and families, “ 
said Abeyta. “You have 
led everyone so beautiful-
ly and I want to thank you 
for your leadership with 
such an amazing group.”

School Committee 
Chair Ana Hernandez said 
she was happy to see how 
much the family liaison 
program has developed 
and grown from four liai-
sons to a dozen in recent 
years.

“It has become such a 
vital part of the schools 
and the school committee 
cannot begin to thank you 
enough for everything that 
you do,” said Hernandez.

As a parent and a school 

committee member, 
Claryangeliz Covas Cara-
ballo said she has seen 
firsthand the positive ef-
fect the positions have had 
on students and families.

In addition to acting as 
a bridge between students, 
families, and teachers, 
Covaz Caraballo said the 
family liaisons also help 
families navigate city ser-
vices.

“That is very important 
because a lot of our fami-
lies come to Chelsea with-
out knowing the language, 
the school system, and the 
district,” she said. “It is a 
really massive part of giv-
ing our students the funda-
mentals of belonging and 
significance. For me as a 
parent, that is huge.”

See STATION Page 3

See CELLPHONE Page 2

See AWARD Page 2
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Special to the Journal

On March 17, Governor 
Maura Healey and First 
Lady Joanna Lydgate visit-
ed Boston Children’s Hospi-
tal, a world leader in pediat-
ric health care, to highlight 
how the Trump Adminis-
tration’s cuts to National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) 
funding and Congressional 
Republicans’ proposal to 
cut Medicaid funding would 
negatively impact the care 
that Boston Children’s pro-
vides to sick children and 
the innovative research they 
conduct to save lives. The 
Governor and First Lady 
toured the Neonatal Inten-
sive Care Unit (NICU) and 
Cardiac Intensive Care Unit 
(CICU), where they met 
with clinicians, patients and 
families. 

“Massachusetts is proud 
to be home to the best 
health care system in the 

country, and that’s because 
of our incredible hospitals 
like Boston Children’s that 
deliver lifesaving care and 
innovative research every 
day. Joanna and I greatly 
appreciated the opportunity 
to see this work in action 
today and to talk directly 
to clinicians and families 
about the importance of 
NIH and Medicaid fund-
ing,” said Governor Mau-
ra Healey. “Right now, the 
Trump Administration and 
Congressional Republicans 
are trying to gut NIH and 
Medicaid funding, which 
would take away health care 
from babies, pregnant wom-
en, seniors and people with 
disabilities and halt clinical 
trials at Boston Children’s 
and institutions across the 
state. These actions will 
have real harm on the health 
and wellbeing of our chil-
dren and will prevent doc-
tors and researchers from 

doing their jobs.” 
“We were deeply in-

spired by the strength and 
optimism of the families at 
Children’s Hospital, who 
remind us all what’s at stake 
in this moment,” said First 
Lady Joanna Lydgate. “Our 
children are so fortunate to 
live in a state with the best 
health care in the country 
and to be cared for by amaz-
ing doctors and nurses at 
hospitals like Boston Chil-
dren’s. That care is at risk 
right now, and we will do 
everything in our power to 
protect it.”  

“At Boston Children’s, 
our mission is clear – to 
improve and transform the 
lives of children through 
compassionate care, 
groundbreaking research, 
and unwavering commit-
ment to every child, no mat-
ter their circumstance, be-
cause we believe that care 
is a right, not a privilege,” 

said Dr. Kevin Churchwell, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Boston Children's Hospital. 
“That conviction drives our 
work every day.” 

"Nearly half of all chil-
dren in Massachusetts rely 
on MassHealth – our state 
Medicaid and Children’s 
Health Insurance Program 
– for their health care cov-
erage. It's critically import-
ant that their access to care 
continues so we can give 
kids the healthiest possible 
start in life," said Secretary 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kate Walsh. "Cuts to 
funding for things like med-
ical research and grants for 
graduate medical education 
at children's hospitals are 
really creating a no-win sit-
uation, not only impacting 
research teams but harming 
our Massachusetts economy 
(which is a net contributor to 
the federal budget), under-
mining the US's world lead-

ership in medical research, 
and depriving patients and 
families of life-saving inno-
vations." 

Boston Children’s Hospi-
tal is dedicated to improving 
and advancing the health 
and well-being of children 
around the world through 
its life-changing work in 
clinical care, biomedical 
research, medical education 
and community engage-
ment. Boston Children's is 
ranked the #1 pediatric hos-
pital in the world by News-
week and among best in the 
nation by U.S. News and 
World Report. It is home to 
the world's largest pediatric 
research enterprise. It is the 
primary pediatric teaching 
hospital for Harvard Med-
ical School. Boston Chil-
dren’s treats more children 
with rare diseases and com-
plex conditions than any 
other hospital.  

Boston Children’s is the 

leading recipient of pe-
diatric research funding 
from the National Insti-
tutes of Health, with more 
NIH awards than any other 
children’s hospital. They 
receive more than $200 
million in NIH funding per 
year, including $230 million 
in 2024. The Trump Admin-
istration’s cuts would cut 
that funding in half. 

Congress recently passed 
a budget resolution that 
would require severe cuts 
to Medicaid, which ap-
proximately two million 
Massachusetts residents 
and nearly half of the chil-
dren in the state rely on for 
health care. Approximately 
46 percent of Boston Chil-
dren’s patients are covered 
by MassHealth, including 
60 percent of patients with 
the most complex medical 
needs.

Gov. Healey visits Boston Children’s Hospital, highlights harm caused by cuts to NIH funding, Medicaid 

CHELSEA STUDENT PARTICIPATES IN THE 17TH ANNUAL CITYWIDE SPELLING BEE

Shown are some of the over 3,000 young people who participated in Boston public and parochial school spelling bees.
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MADARO 
APPOINTED HOUSE 
CHAIR OF THE 
JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON REVENUE

EAST BOSTON - State 
Representative Adrian 
Madaro (D-East Boston) has 
been appointed by Speaker 
Ron Mariano (D-Quincy) as 
the House Chair of the Joint 
Committee on Revenue, a 
key legislative committee 
responsible for reviewing 
matters related to state and 
local taxation, revenues, 
and fiscal policy.

“I am honored to take on 
this new role as House Chair 
of the Joint Committee on 
Revenue,” said Represen-
tative Madaro. “As Massa-
chusetts continues to nav-
igate economic challenges 
and opportunities, I look 
forward to working collabo-
ratively with my colleagues 
to advance policies that 
promote fiscal responsibil-
ity, economic growth, and 
equity in our tax system. I 
am grateful to Speaker Ron 
Mariano for entrusting me 
with this responsibility.”

Representative Madaro 
has served in the Massachu-
setts House of Representa-
tives since 2015, represent-
ing the 1st Suffolk District, 
which encompasses East 
Boston. Throughout his ten-
ure, he has been a strong ad-
vocate for working families, 
environmental justice, and 
transportation infrastruc-
ture. His leadership in these 
areas has prepared him to 
take on the important task 
of ensuring Massachusetts 
maintains a fair and sustain-
able revenue system.

The Joint Committee on 
Revenue oversees legis-
lation related to tax laws, 
municipal finance, and 
other revenue-generating 
measures. As House Chair, 
Representative Madaro 
will lead efforts to evalu-
ate and advance policies 

that strengthen the state’s 
financial foundation while 
ensuring that the tax system 
remains equitable and trans-
parent for all residents.

Representative Madaro 
served as House Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Mental 
Health, Substance Use and 
Recovery for the past four 
years. During this time, he 
was proud to lead the Leg-
islature’s work to pass two 
major bills on mental and 
behavioral health, including 
substance use treatment.

ORDINANCE SEEKS 
TO REGULATE    
TREE CANOPY

EVERETT - The City 
Council unanimously ap-
proved a tree ordinance of-
fered by Councilor-at-Large 
Katy Rogers at its meeting 
last week.

Rogers said the ordinance 
will essentially give Everett 
Arborist Jacob St. Louis 
“the opportunity to regulate 
our tree canopy to make 
sure it doesn’t continue to 
decrease with future devel-
opment.”

Rogers said she has been 
working on the ordinance 
with the Mayor Carlo De-
Maria Administration and 
other departments since the 
summer of 2024.

“The reason that we need 
a tree ordinance is because 
we have an arborist, who we 
hired about a year, and right 
now he has certain limita-
tions in what he is able to 
do with his position because 
there are no ordinances in 
place in the City of Ever-
ett,” explained Rogers, “It 
opens a lot of opportunities 
at a state level for grants.”

Rogers subsequently 
noted the Healey-Driscoll 
Administration awarded 
Everett a $150,000 grant 
Monday for the installation 
of 75 new trees in the City.

In interpretating the legal 
ramifications of the new or-

dinance for property own-
ers, Ward 6 Councilor Peter 
Pientrantonio asked“ If a 
city tree’s roots were going 
on to my property, and I 
wanted to build a swimming 
pool, are we saying we can’t 
do it on my own private 
property?”

Responded Rogers, “If 
you were destroying a sig-
nificant tree – a 100-year old 
tree, for example - and you 
were a developer, it would 
be up to the discretion of the 
arborist to determine those 
issues.”

Pietrantonio asked if a 
resident wanted to remodel 
his house, “would he be af-
fected by this?”

“It’s aimed to go after 
people who have four units 
or more and avoid the mom-
and-pop, landlord situa-
tion,” said Rogers.

PROJECT MANAGER 
PROVIDES UPDATE 
ON HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRESS

REVERE - The new Re-
vere High School project 
at Wonderland is on bud-
get and on schedule, with 
demolition work on the site 
scheduled to begin later this 
summer, according to the 
owner’s project manager.

Brian Dakin of the firm 
Leftfield gave the latest up-
date on the project at Mon-
day night’s city council 
meeting.

Independent estimators 
from both the general con-
tractor and the design firm 
both determined that the 
total project cost of ap-
proximately $493 million 
for the new school remains 
unchanged. The Massa-
chusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA) will be 
reimbursing the city for a 
portion of the total cost of 
the project. In addition, the 
city authorized spending 
$29.5 million for the emi-
nent domain taking of the 
30-acre plus Wonderland 
property in 2022.

“I’m happy to say that 
we have reconciled these 
estimates and they are on 
budget, in fact, they are a 
fraction of a percent under 
the target budget,” said Da-
kin. “As a result, we have 
submitted the design de-
velopment package (to the 
MSBA) on budget, nothing 
had to be removed and noth-
ing was added from what 
was previously prepared.”

The design team is cur-
rently proceeding into the 
60 percent construction 
document phase, and Da-
kin said that phase will run 
through July. At that point, 
the two independent estima-
tors will once again work 
to verify that the project re-
mains on budget before ac-
tual construction begins.

“In parallel with that, we 
are putting site demolition 
out to bid in the coming 
weeks,” said Dakin. “There 
is no new construction, it is 
simply the removal of the 
old clubhouse foundations 
and the dog track utilities 
under the dog track. We are 
going to be putting that out 
to bid in the coming weeks 
and intend to get the bid 
wrapped up and approved 
by the school building com-
mittee by April and (at the 
latest) by the beginning of 
June, we will be starting the 
demolition phase.”

During the summer, 
Dakin said there will be a 
re-estimating of the budget. 
He added that the project 
should also be close to com-
plete with the permitting 
process at that time, as well.

The project should move 
forward with foundation 
and structural steel con-
struction beginning in Au-
gust to September of this 
year, Dakin said.

The final construction 
documents should be com-
pleted by the end of the year, 
with the rest of the project 
bid off of those documents, 
he added.

Ward 3 Councillor An-
thony Cogliandro said that 
since the last time Dakin 
was before the council, he 
has had a number of resi-
dents ask him about the pos-
sibility of making cuts to the 
project if it came in over the 
budget.

“My question is, why 
don’t we do that anyway to 
save money,” Cogliandro 
said.

Dakin said the discussion 
is something that could be 
brought up with the school 
building committee.

“Ultimately, we are en-
deavoring to deliver the 
project under budget,” said 
Dakin. “Our goal is to deliv-
er it under budget, but if we 
want to move the target bud-
get down, I do think that is 
a discussion with the school 
building committee.”

Cogliandro said that giv-
en the size and scope of 
the project, there are also 
concerns about the cost of 
maintaining the building 
once it is complete.

The new high school is 
scheduled to open in the fall 
of 2028.

UPDATED FIRE 
STATION
PROJECT WEBSITE 
GOES LIVE

WINTHROP  - The 
town’s website with infor-
mation on the proposed 
$38.5 million fire station at 
the old middle school site 
on Pauline Street is active 
and has been updated with 
new information on the 
project.

Voters will be asked to 
approve a Proposition 2-½ 
debt exclusion for the proj-
ect during a special election 
on Saturday, April 5. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. for the election, 
which will also include two 
override questions regard-
ing the school budget.

The website is winthrop-
firestation.com, and there is 
also a link to the site on the 
town’s website.

The website provides 
information on the back-
ground, rationale, consid-
erations, and community 
involvement related to the 
project. There is informa-
tion about the condition of 
the town’s two existing fire 
stations, plans for the new 

building, and the financial 
impact of the override on 
homeowners.

“The website is com-
pletely up and running 
now,” said Fire Chief Scott 
Wiley. “The numbers are 
all accurate, the interactive 
finance page is accurate. If 
anybody hasn’t been to it, it 
will tell you exactly … there 
is a link to the assessor’s 
page, you can type in your 
address and it will tell you 
your exact assessed value.

“Plug in your exact as-
sessed value, and it will 
tell you not only what your 
annual cost for the project 
will be, but your quarter-
ly cost for the project,” the 
chief continued. “It goes on 
to give you an update on 
the debt exclusions that are 
coming off the rolls in the 
future during the lifetime of 
this debt exclusion.”

Wiley said there is also 
a tab on the website for 
anyone who has questions 
about the project.

“Somebody on the fire-
house committee will get 
back to you right away,” 
said Wiley.

Anyone who wants to 
host an informational cof-
fee hour on the project can 
also request that through the 
website, he added.

There are currently two 
coffee hours that are on the 
schedule and will be open 
to the public, Wiley said. 
One is this Thursday, March 
13 at 6 p.m. in the func-
tion room at Seal Harbor 3. 
The second is on Tuesday, 
March 25 at 1 p.m. at the se-
nior center.

At Monday’s firehouse 
building committee meet-
ing, Town Council Presi-
dent Jim Letterie reviewed 
the details of the question 
residents will be asked to 
consider during the special 
election on Saturday, April 
5.

“It’s a $38.5 million debt 
exclusion that we’re ask-
ing for,” said Letterie. “The 
thought is to pay this off in 
25 years instead of 30, like 
it’s a typical home mort-
gage, and the savings to the 
town by doing that is rough-
ly $8.4 million.”

The average assessed val-
ue of a home in Winthrop 
today is $697,305.

“Based on that property, 
this cost would be roughly 
$495 a year, roughly $135 a 
tax bill, a quarter,” Letterie 
said. “This would not start, 
the full impact of this, that 
$135 a tax quarter, would 
not kick in until Jan. 1 of 
2028. There would be some 
early anticipated (bonds) 
that would go out … to pay 
for demolition and such, but 
the full borrowing would 
not take effect until fiscal 
28.”

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

READ ACROSS WINTHROP!READ ACROSS WINTHROP!

COURTESY PHOTOS

GFB teachers (left to right) Bonnie Albert, Taylor Monson, and Jen Alioto shown with their class celebrating Read Across America 
this past week. 
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.
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On Thursday March 13, 
Boston Logan unveiled two 
new championship ban-
ners in JetBlue’s Terminal 
C. The New England Free 
Jacks, Greater Boston’s 
professional rugby team, 
joined Massport and Delta 
(the team’s airline sponsor) 
to hang their championship 

banners in the Celebra-
tion of Champions exhibit 
above the security check-
point.

After securing back-to-
back Major League Rugby 
titles in 2023 and 2024, the 
Free Jacks take their place 
alongside other champion-
ship-winning teams in the 

region. This exhibit high-
lights New England’s rich 
sports culture, showcasing 
the achievements of its pro-
fessional teams.

The team has their first 
home game this Saturday at 
Veterans Memorial Stadi-
um starting at 2 pm.

NEW ENGLAND FREE JACKS, MASSPORT, DELTA CELEBRATE TEAM’S NEW CHAMPIONSHIP BANNERS

Shown are the Free Jacks with trophies. Back row: General Manager Tom Kindley, Founder Alex 
Magleby, Founder Errik Anderson, co-owner Joel Bobbett, Delta representative Candice Stover, 
and Dave Ishihara (Massport). Front: Players Kyle Ciquera and Ben LeSage. 

Boston Logan unveiled two new championship banners in JetBlue’s Terminal C. The New En-
gland Free Jacks, joined Massport and Delta.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

If you’ve been fortunate 
enough to have a life filled 
with wonderful companion 
animals, you have experi-
enced the sadness of aging 
and perhaps developed your 
own assistive and coping 
mechanisms. As we pro-
vide better care for our fur-
ry friends, they live longer 
and experience some of the 
same problems of age that 
we humans face.

We experienced the loss 
of cognitive function or 
Canine Cognitive Dysfunc-
tion (CCD) with our second 
Westie, Maggie Mae. In her 
case, the change happened 
suddenly with an episode of 
Vestibular Syndrome. She 
did recover from the diz-
zy, sick symptoms, but she 
never regained her previous 
level of cognitive abilities.

Symptoms
The Whole Dog Journal 

reported that Veterinarians 
use the acronym DISHAAL 
to describe typical symp-
toms of CCD. The letters 
stand for:

•  Disorientation – Exam-
ples include getting lost in 
familiar places or becoming 
trapped in corners.

•  Interactions—Changes 
in how or whether the dog 
interacts with its people. 

These include becoming 
clingy, irritable, fearful, or 
aggressive with strangers.

•  Sleep – Changes in 
sleep patterns or vocalizing 
at night.

•  Housetraining – In-
creased house-soiling or 
failing to go when outside.

•  Activity level – De-
crease in exploration or play 
with toys or family mem-
bers.

•  Anxiety – Increased 
anxiety when separated 
from guardians, more reac-
tive or fearful, and pace and 
wander more.

•  Learning/memory – De-
creased ability to perform 
tasks and learn new ones.

As with human dementia, 
your veterinarian will note 
the symptoms you report 
and diagnose by exclusion. 
A careful physical exam-
ination and bloodwork can 
rule out other causes for the 
changes you’re seeing. The 
good news is that several 
FDA-approved medications 
can slow the disease today.

Actions and Resources
We can take steps to pro-

mote healthier aging. By 
increasing exercise, you 
protect your dog from CCD, 
and by doing it together, 
you protect yourself. It’s a 
win-win situation. Always 
consult both your doctors 

before starting any signifi-
cant change in exercise rou-
tines.

Certified Veterinary Be-
haviorist Dr. Lore Haug has 
said, “A lot of old dogs get 
what I call the ‘shrinking 
world’ syndrome.” “Their 
owners get in a rut with 
them; they start walking the 
dog less... and they don’t 

train the dog or teach him 
tricks. The dog doesn’t get 
as much stimulation and 
enrichment — maybe they 
stop taking the dog to the 
dog park — and there’s a 
significant decline in mental 
and physical challenges.”

Loss of sensory input 
increases the danger of de-
mentia in humans. That’s 
why seniors must have their 
hearing tested and use hear-
ing aids as recommended. 
Scientists are working on 
hearing aids for dogs, and 
corrective eye surgery for 

dogs is now standard. How-
ever, as guardians, we can 
ensure we are aware of and 
provide the necessary care 
to prevent ear and eye infec-
tions from causing deafness 
and blindness.

Routines are essential to 
dogs suffering from CCD. 
Knowing what is going to 
happen and when can lessen 
anxiety. If house training is 
an issue, you can try more 
frequent walks or see if the 
dog can learn to use pads 
inside. Puppy proof your 
home to prevent stress when 

mistakes happen.
Finally, Eileen Ander-

son’s book Remember Me? 
Loving and Caring for a 
Dog with Canine Cognitive 
Dysfunction addresses the 
problem of dog dementia 
and offers sound advice to 
those who notice changes in 
an older dog’s behavior.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your request.Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 

Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season
Send us Your Eggstra Send us Your Eggstra 
Special Person or Pet Special Person or Pet 
this Easter seasonthis Easter season
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MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(emerAlD necklAce Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mAss/cAss Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working grouP Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR 
POST ITCall Your 

Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)Undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

FINAL 2 WEEKSFINAL 2 WEEKS
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000

Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
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See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(coViD Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.
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By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(eDWArDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards
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You can do a lot to prevent dementia in your older dog. 

Doggie Dementia


