
 Special to the Record

The Massachusetts 
House of Representa-
tives passed a sweeping 
economic development 
bill authorizing a nearly 
$4 billion infusion into 
the Commonwealth’s 
economy while mak-
ing wide-ranging policy 
changes to make Massa-
chusetts more competitive. 
The bold investments will 
stimulate new and proven 
industries, support work-
force development and 
talent retention, and mod-
ernize economic growth 
strategies. Provisions of 
the bill will support small 
businesses, communities, 
and cultural development, 
ensuring that businesses 
Main Streets across the 
Commonwealth benefit 
from the economic boost. 

State Representative 
Judith Garcia (D-Chelsea) 
emphasized the transfor-
mative potential of this 

legislation, stating, “col-
laborating to drive eco-
nomic growth across the 
Commonwealth through 
this bill is deeply reward-
ing. I’m humbled and 
proud to advocate for and 
bring tangible opportuni-
ties to Chelsea and Ever-
ett.”

Representative Gar-
cia successfully secured 
$1,150,000 in bond au-
thorizations for economic 
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Are you an investor or landlord?

Are you having a hard time  
  finding quality tenants?

We will list, market, show  your 
property. Check credit, income, 

background, references and draft the 
lease and hand off keys for a smooth 
process. Contact us today!

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day next week 
due to Thanksgiving

 observed  on
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The next issue of 
The Chelsea Record will  

be published 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 27 
in light of the Thanksgiving 

holiday on Thursday

School committee looks 
to implement district-wide 
cellphone policy

School committee recognizes family liaisons

New Thanksgiving Day rivalry 
for the Red Devils

 
Chelsea High School will host the East Boston High School football team on 

Thanksgiving Eve next week to take on the Jets in year one of a new rivalry.  The 
game is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 27.    Both teams are 
1-8.  East Boston is led by John Parziale, 15th season.  Chelsea is led by David 
Roque. 

Garcia secures $1.1 million 
for Chelsea in newly passed 
economic development billDiDomenico nominates Maltez for Latino Excellence Award

Both Agree
City manager, fire chief in support 
of potential new fire station

By Adam Swift

The city manager and 
the fire chief look to be on 
board with further explo-
ration of building a new 
fire station somewhere 
along the Chelsea water-
front.

Earlier this month, Dis-
trict 6 Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero introduced a 
motion asking City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez to ex-
plore the feasibility of the 
city building a small fire 
station to handle growth 
and development in that 
portion of the city.

“The Fire Chief and I 

believe that there will be 
a great benefit from ex-
panding the capacity of 
our Fire Department,” 
said Maltez. “Specifically, 
the Fire Chief would like 
(to) pursue the possibility 
of adding an engine, called 
Engine 4. This engine may 
be housed in a smaller 
fire station, as opposed to 
a larger fire building like 
our Central Fire Station.”

Maltez said Fire Chief 
John Quatieri has explored 
the possibility of pre-fab-
ricated buildings that may 
expedite construction and 

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
is working towards im-
plementing a district-wide 
cellphone policy that 
would have students store 
their phones so they would 
be unable to use them 
during the school day.

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta 
presented an update on the 

policy at last week’s com-
mittee meeting. A final 
draft could be in place for 
a vote by the school com-
mittee at its December 
meeting.

“Last year, one of 
our middle schools (the 
Browne) piloted a cell-
phone policy and it went 

State Rep. Judith Garcia.

Special to the Record

Last month, Senator Sal 
DiDomenico nominated 
Chelsea City Manager, 
Fidel Maltez, for the Lati-

no Excellence Award, and 
joined him for a celebra-
tion at the State House. 
The Massachusetts Black 
and Latino Legislative 
Caucus presents these 

awards each year to cele-
brate Latino leaders who 
continue to make positive 
contributions to districts 
throughout the state. “Fi-
del manages the city of 

Chelsea with great vision 
and humility and works 
collaboratively with state 
leaders to ensure all our 

Senator Sal DiDomenico with Chelsea City Manager, Fidel 
Maltez.

Senator DiDomenico with Jennifer Hassell, the Executive 
Director of the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce.
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The School Committee recognized the district’s dozen family liaisons with the Name, Strength, and Story award at its Nov. 
14 meeting.

By Adam Swift

Last week, the school 
committee honored the 
district’s dozen parent 
liaisons with its Name, 
Strength, and Story award.

“The reason why our 
family liaisons were se-
lected is because they are 
incredibly committed to 
our families and will do 
anything for our families,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

Abeyta said the liaisons 
love the district’s students 
and families and take on a 
number of different roles 
in the schools, from orga-
nizing back to school days 
and holiday gift shops to 
notifying families about 
potential truancy issues.

“All of them are bilin-

gual, they speak Spanish 
and are able to relate to 
our families,” said Abeyta. 
“Many of our family liai-
sons come from Chelsea, 
so their hearts are here. 
Our family liaisons are he-
roes and our families trust 
our family liaisons.

“We are just so grate-
ful, and we are so blessed 
by the way (they) serve 
and the way they love our 
families and students.”

Abeyta also praised As-
sistant Superintendent Dr. 
Tamara Blake-Canty for 
supervising the family li-
aisons.

“I’ve known Dr. Blake-
Canty for several years, 
and she was a principal 
and I watched her with her 
families, and I said I’m 
going to place the fami-

ly liaisons directly under 
you because I know you 
understand the connec-
tion between teaching and 
learning and families, “ 
said Abeyta. “You have 
led everyone so beautiful-
ly and I want to thank you 
for your leadership with 
such an amazing group.”

School Committee 
Chair Ana Hernandez said 
she was happy to see how 
much the family liaison 
program has developed 
and grown from four liai-
sons to a dozen in recent 
years.

“It has become such a 
vital part of the schools 
and the school committee 
cannot begin to thank you 
enough for everything that 
you do,” said Hernandez.

As a parent and a school 

committee member, 
Claryangeliz Covas Cara-
ballo said she has seen 
firsthand the positive ef-
fect the positions have had 
on students and families.

In addition to acting as 
a bridge between students, 
families, and teachers, 
Covaz Caraballo said the 
family liaisons also help 
families navigate city ser-
vices.

“That is very important 
because a lot of our fami-
lies come to Chelsea with-
out knowing the language, 
the school system, and the 
district,” she said. “It is a 
really massive part of giv-
ing our students the funda-
mentals of belonging and 
significance. For me as a 
parent, that is huge.”

See STATION Page 3
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The Brown Jug will once again be doing a 

Christmas Toy Drive for Children 
in our community.  We will be donating the toys 

to the Salvation Army of Chelsea. Please consider 
participating in this fun and rewarding event.

Please bring an unopened/unwrapped toy for a boy 
or girl between Nov. 22nd and Dec. 15th

and receive a single topping pizza for $500. 
Thank You so much for your help.

Seasons Greetings
Mike, Cheryl, & Michael Matrinko

DON’T 

FORGET 

ABOUT THE 

TWEENS! 

AGES 10-16

really well,” said Abeyta. 
“One of the reasons we 
are asking for a cellphone 
policy and to be a little 
more specific is because 
our middle school prin-
cipals in particular were 
wanting and asking for 
a cellphone policy. After 
the Browne implemented 
that policy, they came to 
me this summer and said, 
‘Can we have a policy, can 
we do this as well?’”

Before implementing a 
district-wide policy, how-
ever, Abeyta said it needed 
to come before the school 
committee.

The superintendent not-
ed that the policy that is 
currently being fine tuned 
and under consideration is 
coming from the ground 
up from the teachers and 
the leaders in the schools.

Abeyta said there are 
several reasons for imple-
menting a new policy, in-
cluding increasing student 
engagement, discourse 
and academic achieve-
ment; decreasing nega-
tive behaviors directly 
and indirectly related to 
cellphone use during the 
school day; creating posi-
tive routines for students; 
and having a consistent 
policy in place in every 
classroom.

Studies also underscore 
the negative effects cell-
phone use has on teens and 
the positive impacts that 
can come through having 
phone-free schools, the 
superintendent added.

“The procedures that 

we are recommending 
are that phones are not al-
lowed to be used during 
the school day, and every 
student would be assigned 
a personal Yondr pouch,” 
said Abeyta.

A Yondr pouch is a 
lockable cellphone bag, 
students would hand over 
their phones to have them 
placed in the bags at the 
beginning of the school 
day, and then the pouches 
would be unlocked before 
the students leave for the 
day. Students would be 
responsible for keeping 
the Yondr pouches in their 
backpacks and bringing 
them to school every day.

Over 1,200 school dis-
tricts use the Yondr pouch-
es, Abeyta said. She said 
Yondr claims that the large 
majority of those districts 
have seen improvements 
in student behavior and 
performance.

In the event family 
members needed to con-
tact a student, they would 
be able to call or contact 
the schools, Abeyta said.

“The policy we have 
had over the past two years 
has done the most to help 
kids focus on their learn-
ing because everybody is 
on the same page,” said 
Browne Middle School 
teacher Katheryn Ander-
son. “Families understand, 
students understand, and 
every adult in the building 
has the exact same expec-
tation.”

Anderson said it was 
harder to regulate cell-

phones in the classrooms 
when there was no con-
sistent policy in place. 
She added that it would be 
helpful to have a consis-
tent policy in place across 
the entire district.

The policy has resulted 
in increased focus from 
students in the classroom 
and more interactions be-
tween the students outside 
of the classrooms, Ander-
son added.

“I don’t think there is 
truly a need for a child to 
have a phone during the 
day,” said school commit-
tee Chair Ana Hernandez. 
“If there was an emergen-
cy going on during the 
day in the school, a child 
calling their parent is not 
going to take care of the 
issue. If anything, it is 
going to cause more cha-
os and more stress for the 
parents.”

School committee 
member Dr. Sarah Neville 
noted that the committee 
is still working on refining 
the policy and welcomes 
input from the community.

“I have found this con-
versation really enlighten-
ing, and I think it is really 
important that we have 
this as a district-level pol-
icy,” said Neville. “What I 
have heard is that in some 
other places the problem 
is when you have a cell-
phone policy that doesn’t 
have equal buy-in from 
everyone at every level of 
the schools.”

Cellphone //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CHELSEA 
MUNICIPAL 
BUILDINGS WILL 
CLOSE AT 2 P.M. 
ON WEDNESDAY, 
NOV. 27

All municipal build-
ings, including City Hall, 
the Chelsea Public Li-
brary, and Chelsea Senior 
Center, will close early at 
2 p.m. on Wednesday, No-
vember 27 for Thanksgiv-
ing. Buildings will reopen 
on Friday, November 29, 
at 8 a.m. Chelsea’s pub-
lic safety buildings will 
remain open through the 
holiday.

There will be no curb-
side collection of trash and 
recycling on Thursday, 
Nov. 28, and as a result, 
there will be a one-day 
delay in collection for the 
remainder of the week.

For Thanksgiving, the 
City of Chelsea will not 
enforce the residential 
parking program begin-
ning Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
at 2 p.m. through Friday, 
Nov. 29, at 8 a.m. Please 
note that street sweeping 
will not take place on Fri-
day, Nov. 29, as it is the 
fifth Friday of the month.

TWO CHARGED 
WITH MURDER IN 
EARLY NOVEMBER 
STABBING IN  
VOKE PARK

Alycia Wilhemsen, 35, 
of Revere and Natanael 

Pagan-Rios, 31, of Chelsea 
were arraigned in Chelsea 
District Court Monday on 
murder charges in the Nov. 
1 stabbing death of Juan 
Osorio, 40, of Chelsea.

The pair were ordered 
held without bail and will 
return to court for a proba-
ble cause hearing on Dec. 
20.

Osorio was found in 
Voke Park early that 
morning suffering from 
multiple stab wounds. 

Both suspects were ar-
rested on Friday, Nov. 15. 
Pagan-Rios   was arrested 
outside his residence in 
Chelsea and Wilhemsen 
was arrested shortly after 
at her residence in Revere. 
Both were transported to 
the Chelsea Police station 
for booking.  

The investigation was 
conducted by the Massa-
chusetts State Police De-
tective Unit assigned to 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office and Chelsea Police.  

“I’m grateful that the 
diligent work by State Po-
lice and Chelsea Police 
will provide Juan Oso-
rio’s family and friends 
the opportunity to see 
these suspects answer to 
the charges against them,” 
said Hayden. “Our office 
will give Mr. Osorio’s 
loved ones as much sup-
port as they need as the 
court process moves for-
ward.”

FINAL WEEK 
OF CURBSIDE 
COLLECTION OF 
YARD WASTE IS 
DECEMBER 2 - 6

The final week of curb-
side yard waste collection 
for 2024 will be Dec. 2 
- Dec. 6. Yard waste will 
not be collected curbside 
again until April 2025. 
To participate, commu-
nity members can place 
their yard waste, including 
loose leaves in barrels or 
yard bags on the curb on 
their regular trash day.

The city asks residents 
to not include plastic bags 
or branches among yard 
waste and to keep leaves 
out of the street; leaves 
that are placed in the street 
can potentially block 
storm drains and cause 
draining issues, harm wa-
terways, and create a safe-
ty hazard for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and drivers.

Alternatively, commu-
nity members can leave 
their leaves in place on 
natural soil to create a hab-
itat for pollinators and/or 
use fallen leaves to create 
natural mulch.

Yard waste can also be 
dropped off at the City 
Yard in approved yard 
bags year-round Monday- 
Friday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
most Saturdays 8 a.m.- 12 
p.m. Please call Chel-
sea 3-1-1 if you have any 
questions. The City Yard 
is located at 380 Beacham 
Street.

News in Brief

Chelsea Virtual Learning Academy students enjoy college visits
Special to the Record

A group of seven Chel-
sea Virtual Learning 
Academy (CVLA) stu-
dents had the opportunity 
to visit three colleges in 
Western Massachusetts on 
a two-day trip last week, 
providing them with in-
valuable exposure to high-
er education and cultural 
experiences.

The group, a mix of 
10th through 12th graders, 
toured the Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts 
(MCLA) in North Adams, 
as well as American In-
ternational College (AIC) 
and Western New England 
University in Springfield. 
The trip, made possible 
through the collaboration 
of school staff, district 
leaders and the Chelsea 
School Committee as well 
as generous funding from 
the Nellie Mae Education 
Foundation, left students 
inspired and enthusiastic 
about their futures.

The college trips are 
important because they 
help you further explore 
your options and see what 

it’d be like in college and 
the differences from high 
school.  Seeing the school 
in person makes a real dif-
ference - what majors do 
they offer? What are the 
benefits of attending the 
school? What school gives 
you the most opportunities 
for what you’re majoring 
in?” commented Jasmine 

George, a 10th grade stu-
dent at CVLA. “I want to 
major in nursing and I re-
ally liked MCLA and AIC 
because of the programs 
they offer and the oppor-
tunities they give. I would 
definitely take another 
trip to visit more colleges 
again if I got the chance.”

Twelfth grader Jaden 

Hill added, “Going on this 
trip was a good experi-
ence. The trip showed me 
options and that there’s 
more to life than just set-
tling to stay in the city or 
go to a community col-
lege. I think these trips are 
very important because 
you could end up wanting 

to do something that you 
never knew you wanted to 
do.”

After touring MCLA, 
students stayed in North 
Adams to visit MASS 
MoCA, one of the largest 
contemporary art muse-
um in the United States. 
The museum’s exhibits 
deeply resonated with 
the group. One exhibit 
was themed around the 
experiences of newcom-
ers to the United States, 
featuring thought-pro-
voking artwork such as a 
butter-sculpted cow and 
a honey-dispensing fau-
cet. Another exhibit spot-
lighted the discrimination 
faced by black jockeys in 
the horse racing industry, 
leaving a lasting impres-
sion. 

The students toured AIC 
and Western New England 
University on the second 
day of the trip. At AIC, 
students were welcomed 
with T-shirts, swag, and 
a complimentary lunch. 
They learned about the 
college’s unique history, 
its focus on educational 
access and its support for 

first generation students. 
Michael Whitehead, a 
CVLA educator and AIC 
alumnus, shared his con-
nection to the school, en-
riching the visit with per-
sonal insights. 

“We want our students 
to have every opportuni-
ty to explore what Mas-
sachusetts has to offer 
in terms of colleges and 
post-secondary education. 
These trips are designed 
to expose CVLA students 
to colleges they might not 
have the chance to visit 
in person due to distance, 
while also offering cultur-
al experiences they might 
not otherwise encounter,” 
said Principal Meg Mac-
cini. “At the heart of these 
experiences is the goal of 
fostering positive rela-
tionships—both among 
students and between stu-
dents and staff members.” 

The trip highlighted the 
importance of creating 
opportunities for Chel-
sea’s students to envision 
their futures beyond high 
school, combining educa-
tion with cultural and per-
sonal growth.

COURTESY PHOTO

Some of the High School students standing outside the Mass. College for Liberal Arts.

residents get the resources 
they need and deserve,” 
said Senator DiDomenico. 
“I am proud to call Fidel 
a friend and I happy that 

he is getting this well de-
served recognition.”

DiDomenico also con-
gratulated his other con-
stituents who received the 

award: Jennifer Hassell, 
the Executive Director 
of the Chelsea Chamber 
of Commerce; Dennis 
Benzan, Owner of La Fab-

rica Central in Cambridge; 
and Felipa Celaya for her 
contributions to the city of 
Everett.

Award //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senator DiDomenico with Dennis Benzan, owner of La 
Fabrica Central in Cambridge.

Senator DiDomenico with Felipa Celaya, owner of La Oax-
aqueña in Everett.
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lower costs.
“We are incredibly ex-

cited by the news that 
the New England Revo-
lution stadium is getting 
closer to reality,” said 
Maltez. “The Fire Chief 
and I believe this histor-
ic project may be a good 
opportunity to achieve a 
new, smaller, auxiliary fire 
station that can house our 
Engine 4. Over the next 
few months, our team will 
be getting ready for this 
conversation, including 
preparing costs, potential 
location and staffing re-
quirements.”

Maltez said the city will 
be ready with sufficient 
data to maximize the ben-
efit to residents when the 
time comes to potentially 
build a new fire station.

“We do need a small, 
auxiliary fire station on 
that side because there 
is none,” said Recupero. 
“That waterfront is grow-

ing by leaps and bounds 
so I believe that is a good 
thing and I hope we get it 
done soon.”

Councilor-at-Large Ro-
berto Jimenez-Rivera said 
he agreed that the poten-
tial building of the new 
soccer stadium presents a 
good opportunity to build 
a new fire station in Chel-
sea, but he asked what the 
mitigation process would 
be for the city to benefit 
from the construction of a 
new stadium.

Maltez said the city 
plans to make the argu-
ment that the stadium 
would impact services in 
Chelsea, making it eligi-
ble for mitigation mea-
sures. He said with a new 
fire station, Chelsea would 
also be able to support 
emergency response to the 
stadium area.

“We feel that it would 
not only be a mitigation, 
it would be an addition, a 
benefit to the stadium it-
self,” said Maltez.

People of Chelsea

visit www.chelsearecord.com

Station //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

All women over 40 should 
have a mammogram once 
a year. Breast cancer 
found early offers the best 
chance to be cured. Free 
or low cost mammograms 
are available. 
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Man pleads guilty to obstructing investigation into hate crimes, including 2019 Chelsea fire

The following story is 
one in a series from the on-
going People of Chelsea 
project by Darlene DeVita 
in collaboration with Sar-
ah Putnam, which photo-
graphs and interviews our 
fellow citizens. This story 
is about Chelsea resident 
Sara Arman and former 
employee of GreenRoots. 
The entire project will be 
archived digitally at the 
Chelsea Public Library, 
and has initially been 
made possible by a grant 
from the Chelsea Cultur-
al Grant.  And finally, the 
book, which features 65 
stories, is available by 
ordering directly on line 
at this link: https://www.
magcloud.com/browse/is-
sue/2900065

_______________
Sara Arman, former 

director of Health 
Equity and Policy, 
GreenRoots, 2022

Darlene and Sarah 
photographed Sara Ar-
man at the Forbes site in 
2022. The dormant site 
was up for auction and 
GreenRoots and regional 
non-profits and affordable 
housing developers band-
ed together in an effort to 

purchase the Forbes site to 
create permanent afford-
able housing. 

I’m a lifelong Chel-
sea resident. I first got 
involved in GreenRoots 
doing pandemic response 
work, trying to organize 
folks, talking to folks, 
making sure people felt 
connected. Right now 
I’m the director of Health 
Equity and Policy. The 
Forbes project is a site of 
17 acres. It’s one of the 
largest developable par-
cels of land that’s left in 
the Chelsea/East Boston 

area. Having the com-
munity committed to this 
property is important. So 
that’s what we’re focusing 
on right now, and we hope 
that the property will go 
to auction soon. And then 
I am imagining a perma-
nent home for GreenRoots 
in the neighborhood, and 
all this affordable housing 
and a beautiful park on the 
waterfront that could be 
used by Chelsea residents 
and by Chelsea youth in 
the years and decades 
moving forward.

development projects in 
Chelsea, ensuring targeted 
investments that will ben-
efit the community.

• La Colaborativa will 
receive $500,000 to en-
hance access to green jobs 
and workforce develop-
ment programs, specifi-
cally aiding residents with 
limited work readiness 
skills or English fluency.

• The Governor Bell-
ingham-Cary House, a 
cherished historic land-
mark in Massachusetts, 
will receive $350,000 for 
essential renovations to 
preserve its legacy.

• Chelsea Black Com-
munity will be allocated 
$300,000 to bolster infra-
structure for their in-house 
workforce development 
initiatives, empowering 
local residents with valu-
able job skills and oppor-
tunities.

These allocations will 
benefit the community 
as a whole by creating 
new job opportunities, 
historical preservation, 
and enhancing workforce 
development, ultimately 
fostering a more inclu-
sive and prosperous Chel-
sea. “This bill is about 
more than just economic 
growth; it’s about ensur-
ing that every community 
has the resources and sup-
port needed to thrive. By 
investing in Chelsea, we 
are investing in the future 
of Massachusetts,” added 
Representative Garcia. “I 
would like to thank Speak-
er Mariano, Chairman 
Michlewitz and Chairman 
Parisella for their leader-
ship in advancing these 
essential investments for 
the Commonwealth.

“The passage of this 
landmark economic devel-
opment bill is a monumen-
tal step toward a stronger, 
more prosperous future for 
Chelsea and all of our res-
idents,” said Chelsea City 
Manager Fidel Maltez. 
“By investing in key areas 
such as workforce devel-
opment, small business 
support, and historic pres-
ervation, we are not only 
fueling our local economy 
but also ensuring that ev-
ery resident has the oppor-
tunity to thrive. This bill 
is a clear example of how 
targeted, community-fo-
cused investments can cre-
ate lasting change. Thank 
you to our State Represen-
tative Judith Garcia for her 
continued advocacy and 
for bringing these resourc-
es to Chelsea.”

The legislation includes 
a total of $3.96 billion in 
capital authorizations for 
leading Massachusetts in-
dustries including life sci-
ences and climate tech.

Numerous policy 

changes in the legislation 
targeted at growing the 
Massachusetts economy 
include:

Support for small busi-
nesses. The bill restruc-
tures two quasi-state agen-
cies that are designed to be 
the gateway for access to 
state resources, the Mas-
sachusetts Growth Capi-
tal Corporation (MGCC) 
and Massachusetts Devel-
opment Finance Agency 
(MassDevelopment).

The legislation also 
authorizes a five-year pi-
lot program for the Com-
monwealth to assist small 
businesses in acquiring 
surety bonds. Large capi-
tal projects, whether pub-
lic or private, often require 
retention of a surety bond 
by the contractor as finan-
cial security. Historically, 
economically and socially 
disadvantaged businesses 
often cannot acquire these 
bonds because of a lack of 
credit history or collater-
al. This program creates 
a self-sustaining state as-
sistance program to open 
doors for more of these 
businesses.

Educator diversity. It 
allows the Department of 
Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE) 
to develop an alternative 
certification process for 
teachers who may face 
challenges passing the ed-
ucator certification exam 
but can otherwise demon-
strate their competence as 
teachers. The change will 
help Massachusetts di-
versify the K-12 educator 
workforce.

Live theater tax cred-
it. It launches a new tax 
credit of up to $7 million 
annually to support local 
live theater productions. 
The credit will help Mas-
sachusetts artists work-
ing towards Broadway or 
off-Broadway launch a 
national tour.

Strengthening local 
and regional public health 
systems. It overhauls the 
state’s fragmented public 
health system to ensure 
strong public health pro-
tections for all residents 
regardless of race, income, 
or zip code.

Civil service reforms. 
This legislation modern-
izes Massachusetts civil 
service laws to give com-
munities more options in 
filling vacancies while 
giving qualified job seek-
ers more opportunities to 
find a match.

Childcare as campaign 
expense. It removes cur-
rent limitations on politi-
cal candidates using cam-
paign funds for childcare 
services that occur be-
cause of campaign activi-
ties.

FAFSA. The bill re-
quires each school district 
to notify students prior 
to graduating from high 
school of the availability 
of FAFSA (Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student 
Aid) and to provide stu-
dents with information on 
financial aid options.

Project labor agree-
ments. It authorizes public 
agencies and municipal-
ities to enter into project 
labor agreements for pub-
lic works contracts when 
such an agreement is in the 
best interest of the public 
agency or municipality.

Professional soccer sta-
dium and environmental 
cleanup in Everett. It al-
lows for the construction 
of a professional soccer 
stadium and waterfront 
park on a parcel of land in 
Everett by removing the 
parcel’s classification as a 
designated port area. The 
change is expected to have 
positive environmental 
and economic impacts in 
surrounding communities 
as well as improve public 
transit connectivity.

Public funding for the 
construction of the sta-
dium is not allowed, and 
funding for public infra-
structure improvements 
associated with the stadi-
um would require match-
ing private funds. The 
language also requires 
community mitigation 
agreements with the cities 
of Everett and Boston due 
to their shared land. 

Opportunities for miti-
gation for other surround-
ing communities such as 
Chelsea will be available 
and explored later in the 
process.

The Massachusetts Leg-
islature also passed sweep-
ing climate legislation to 
empower the state’s fight 
against climate change 
and accelerate progress 
towards the state’s goals 
of net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050. 

The bill reforms the sit-
ing and permitting of clean 
energy facilities, while re-
sponsibly reforming the 
gas distribution system. It 
vastly expands the electric 
vehicle (EV) charging net-
work, incentivizes innova-
tive technologies such as 
battery storage, fusion en-
ergy, advanced metering 
and meter socket adapters, 
includes measures to pro-
tect residents from high 
energy costs, and equips 
state agencies with the 
mandate to fight climate 
change. 

Both bills passed the 
House of Representatives 
and Senate, and now move 
to the Governor’s desk for 
signing.

Garcia //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Special to the Record

A Massachusetts man, 
who was extradited from 
Stockholm, Sweden, 
pleaded guilty this week 
to obstructing an investi-
gation of fires set at Jew-
ish institutions in Chelsea, 
Arlington, and Needham 
in May 2019.  

Alexander Giannakakis, 
37, formerly of Quincy, 
pleaded guilty to conceal-
ing records in a federal 
investigation; tampering 
with documents and ob-
jects; and tampering with 
an official proceeding. 
U.S. District Court Judge 
Patti B. Saris scheduled 
sentencing for March 11, 
2025. In February 2022, 
Giannakakis was indicted 
by a federal grand jury. 
In February 2024 he was 
extradited to the United 

States from Sweden.
“This defendant ob-

structed justice about hate 
crimes directed at Jewish 
people living in great-
er Boston,” said sActing 
United States Attorney 
Joshua S. Levy. “These 
attempted arsons at Jew-
ish houses of worship and 
senior living facilities sent 
ripples of fear through-
out the region. We must 
be vigilant in holding ac-
countable every single 
person who engages in or 
facilitates acts of hate like 
this. 

“Alexander Giannaka-
kis chose to destroy evi-
dence and conceal these 
hate crimes and for decid-
ing to stand on the side of 
acts of vile Antisemitism, 
he now stands convicted 
and awaiting sentencing,” 
Levy added. “It is incum-

bent on every person in the 
District of Massachusetts 
to call out acts of racism 
and bigotry, and to report 
hate crimes.”

Jodi Cohen, Special 
Agent in Charge of the 
FBI Boston Division said 
Monday’s conviction 
shows that there will be 
serious ramifications for 
anyone who seeks to ob-
struct an FBI investigation 
into an act of domestic ter-
rorism,

“Fire is a dangerous 
and indiscriminate weap-
on – one that we believe 
Alexander Giannakakis’ 
brother used to express his 
hatred for Jewish people 
four times,” Cohen said. 
“By lying to our investiga-
tors and trying to obstruct 
our investigation into his 
brother, Mr. Giannakakis 
only made matters worse. 

If people think there’s no 
downside to deceiving 
FBI agents, critical lines 
of investigation will be 
compromised, and our 
justice system stalled. Our 
Joint Terrorism Task Force 
can’t afford to be deterred 
in this way.”

In and around Febru-
ary 2020, Giannakakis’ 
younger brother became 
the prime suspect in an 
investigation into four 
fires set at Jewish-related 
institutions in the Boston 
area: the first during the 
evening of May 11, 2019 
at a Chabad Center in Ar-
lington; the second at the 
same location during the 
evening of May 16, 2019; 
the third at a Chabad Cen-
ter in Needham; and the 
fourth during the evening 
of May 26, 2019, at a Jew-
ish-affiliated business in 

Chelsea. However, at the 
time Giannakakis’ brother 
was identified as a sus-
pect, he was hospitalized 
in a coma. He remained in 
a coma until his death later 
that year.

Shortly after his broth-
er was identified as a sus-
pect, Giannakakis left the 
United States for Sweden, 
where he was living at the 
time, with his brother’s 
electronic devices and 
documents. According to 
court documents, when 
Giannakakis returned to 
the U.S. in March 2020, 
he was questioned by 
investigators and made 
false and misleading state-
ments. He later concealed 
and destroyed physical 
evidence being sought by 
investigators that impli-
cated his brother in the 
arsons. Within hours of 

concealing and destroying 
that evidence, Giannaka-
kis fled the United States 
for Sweden, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 
Giannakakis remained in 
Sweden until his arrest 
by Swedish authorities in 
February 2022.

The charges of conceal-
ing records in a federal 
investigation, tampering 
with documents and ob-
jects, and tampering with 
an official proceeding 
each provide for a sen-
tence of up to 20 years in 
prison, three years of su-
pervised release and a fine 
of $250,000. Sentences 
are imposed by a federal 
district court judge based 
upon the U.S. Sentencing 
Guidelines and statutes 
which govern the determi-
nation of a sentence in a 
criminal case.
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Boston Harbor Now, 
a non-profit organization 
whose mission is advo-
cating for a welcoming, 
inclusive, and resilient 
harbor, waterfront, and 
harbor islands, announced  
that former The Bos-
ton Harbor Association 
(TBHA) President Vivien 
Li and marina developers 
and managers Ocean Ha-
vens will be honored with 
its 2024 Onboard Awards 
next month.

Boston Harbor Now’s 
prestigious annual On-
board Awards celebrate 
individuals and organi-
zations who are creating 
new public spaces that ex-
pand accessibility and be-
longing to the waterfront 
and set a new standard for 
exciting climate solutions 
that protect our waterfront 
and city for future gener-
ations.

The Boston Harbor 
Association merged with 
the Boston Harbor Island 
Alliance to form Boston 

Harbor Now in 2016. Li 
served for nearly 25 years 
as TBHA’s executive di-
rector and president, ad-
vocating for the success-
ful completion of the $4 
billion harbor cleanup 
and the planning, devel-
opment, and activation of 
large stretches of today’s 
43-mile Harborwalk as 
fully open and welcoming 
to the public.

Ocean Havens, based 
in Charlestown and led by 
husband-and-wife princi-
pals Chuck and Ann La-
gasse, owns and operates 
the Boston Yacht Haven 
Inn & Marina, Charles-
town Marina, Fan Pier 
Marina, Boston Harbor 
Shipyard and Marina, 
and marinas in Province-
town and Portland, Maine. 
Ocean Havens also pro-
vides marina and water-
front development profes-
sional consulting services.

Boston Harbor Now 
President and CEO Kathy 
Abbott said: “No one has 

done as much as Vivien Li 
to fulfill the vision of the 
Harborwalk as the center-
piece of a clean, alive, and 
accessible Boston Harbor, 
or to get as many miles 
of Harborwalk complet-
ed and open for residents, 
workers, and visitors. At 
the same time, no pri-
vate waterfront property 
owners on Boston Harbor 
have surpassed Ocean Ha-
vens and Chuck and Ann 
Lagasse in creating and 
stewarding properties that 
celebrate their sense of 
place and connect people 
to the water. All of us at 
Boston Harbor Now are 
thrilled to recognize these 
inspiring champions of 
the harbor with this year’s 
Onboard Awards.”

The Onboard Awards 
will be officially presented 
at a breakfast ceremony on 

Thursday, December 12, 
at the Boston Harbor Ho-
tel on Rowes Wharf. In-
formation about becoming 
a sponsor of the awards 
event and tickets to at-
tend may be purchased at 
https://www.classy.org/
event/onboard-awards/
e631392. 

Boston Harbor Now 
Board Chair Meghan 
Hooper-Berdik said, “It’s 
our honor to celebrate the 
tremendous achievements 
of honorees like Vivi-
en and Ocean Havens at 
the Onboard Awards and 
recognize the generous 
community of supporters 
across the region contrib-
uting to Boston Harbor 
Now’s vision of a wel-
coming, inclusive, and 
resilient Boston Harbor, 
waterfront, and islands.”
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IS THE HOUSING PROBLEM 

SOLVABLE?

It is estimated that the U.S. presently is short of any-
where from four million to seven million housing units, 
including both rentals and single-family homes.

This is an astounding number that is growing larger 
every year. Housing production is lagging the demand 
that is being created by the family formation of the Gen 
Y (also known as Millennials) and Gen Z generations 
who are aging into adulthood.

 The severe imbalance created by the increase in de-
mand and the lack of supply -- which has been the trend 
in the U.S.for the past 15 years dating back to the fi-
nancial crisis -- in turn has led to home and rental costs 
that far exceed a level of affordability for the majority 
of Americans.

We recently went on one of those real estate websites 
to look at our former family home in Chelsea which 
our parents purchased in 1965 for about $20,000. The 
house, which is located in the Prattville section of the 
city, is a modest four-bedroom, 1700 sq. ft. home that 
last sold in 2011 for $305,000. Today, that home has an 
estimated value of $850,000.

To put those numbers in perspective, inflation from 
1965-2024 increased 10-fold ($1.00 in 1965 is worth 
$10.00 today), but that home’s value has increased by 
an astounding 42-fold. And from 2011 to today, infla-
tion has increased by 40% -- but the value of that home 
has gone up by almost 300%.

Our parents’ mortgage in 1965 came at a four percent 
interest rate and required a downpayment of $4000. 
Their monthly mortgage payment (without taxes) was 
about $100 per month. Today, a young couple would 
need a downpayment of $170,000 in order to buy that 
home and their monthly mortgage payment would be 
about $4000.

Our housing crisis today often is portrayed as an af-
fordability crisis for those in the lower-income brack-
ets. But as the numbers above demonstrate, purchasing 
a home today is affordable only for upper-income cou-
ples who also have families who are able to assist them 
with the large down payment that is necessary to obtain 
a conventional mortgage.

Young people also face the same lack of affordabil-
ity for rental housing. Almost nobody graduating from 
college today, even if they have a well-paying job, can 
afford an apartment on their own in Greater Boston or 
any major city. Doubling and tripling-up is the norm for 
young people unless they have financial support from 
their families.

The last time that the U.S. faced a crisis of this mag-
nitude came in the years immediately after WWII. 
Housing production during the war years had stopped 
and the millions of returning GIs who were forming 
families were in need of housing. The principal solution 
at that time was the construction of multi-unit housing 
developments -- known colloquially as “the projects” 
-- in almost every community in the country. 

Private developers (assisted by low-rate mortgag-
es backed by the Veterans Administration and Federal 
Housing Administration) also filled the need with large-
scale, cookie-cutter developments in the suburbs, the 
most notable example being the “Levittowns.” 

However, today the high costs of land acquisition, 
materials, and infrastructure improvements (including 
the need to comply with modern environmental regu-
lations) make it all but impossible for home-builders to 
construct “affordable” housing, whether single-family 
homes or multi-unit rentals.

Affordable housing advocates often cite restrictive 
zoning ordinances in many suburbs as a bar to the con-
struction of affordable housing, but even if someone 
could take a magic wand and eliminate zoning restric-
tions, new home construction would barely budge. Mas-
sachusetts has had a law (c. 40B) for many years which 
allows developers to bypass local zoning regulations if 
a community’s housing stock is deemed less than 10% 
“affordable.” But that law has barely made a dent in the 
supply of housing. Similarly, the  MBTA Communities 
law that has garnered so much attention in the past year 
figures to have a minimal impact on the housing crisis.

If it’s any consolation, the housing shortage is not 
unique to the U.S. It’s a worldwide phenomenon, from 
Europe to Australia, with much of the developed world 
facing a dire housing shortage.

Shelter is a basic human need. For millions of Amer-
icans, especially young people, the reality today is that 
both the public and private sectors are failing to address 
the ever-growing problem of our housing crisis -- and 
the inevitable result inevitably will have profound con-
sequences for the future of the country.

City to consider municipal vehicle maintenance positions
By Adam Swift

The city council will 
take up a request by City 
Manager Fidel Maltez to 
discuss the possibility of 
bringing municipal vehi-
cle maintenance in house.

At Monday night’s 
meeting, the council voted 
to discuss the request at a 
future meeting of its parks 
and public works subcom-
mittee.

“Our Department of 
Public Works has a con-
tract with First Vehicle 
for the preventive mainte-
nance of vehicles in DPW, 
Schools, and Police De-
partments,” stated Maltez. 

First Vehicle currently 
has two mechanics that are 
stationed out of the Chel-
sea City Yard, along with 
an administrative assistant 
that handles invoicing and 
tracking of vehicles. The 
contract is approximately 
$600,000 and covers pre-
ventative maintenance, 
and requires larger repairs 
to be invoiced separately, 
according to Maltez.

“Our Fire Department 
has a dedicated mechan-
ic that handles all vehicle 
maintenance,” said Mal-
tez. “The Fire Department 
mechanic has been in 
place for many years and 
it is incredibly success-

ful. This mechanic par-
ticipates in staff meetings 
and works with our Fire 
Chief in all aspects of fleet 
management, including 
ordering the proper new 
vehicles with the correct 
specifications.”

Maltez said the DPW 
director has confirmed that 
most neighboring com-
munities perform vehicle 
maintenance in house.

During the subcommit-
tee meeting, Maltez said 
the DPW will present a 
transition plan to bring 
vehicle maintenance in 
house.

“We believe that we 
will be able to do this ser-

vice cost effectively, but 
more importantly, we will 
be able to create at least 
two good paying jobs for 
Chelsea residents that can 
work for the city,” Maltez 
stated. “We look forward 
to discussing this further 
with the city council.”

Maltez originally re-
quested the discussion 
be taken up in a subcom-
mittee on conference, but 
District 7 Councilor Man-
uel Tesherequested the 
meeting be moved to the 
parks and public works 
subcommittee, since the 
request would affect the 
public works department.

Boston Harbor Now to host 2024 Onboard Awards Dec. 12
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By Adam Swift

A massive nine-alarm 
fire destroyed an aban-
doned former industrial 
building on Forbes Street 
early Monday morning.

Nearly 20 neighboring 
departments helped knock 
down the fire.

The fire was reported 
at 12:30 a.m. on Monday, 
and emergency response 
teams, including the 
Chelsea Fire Department, 
Police Department, Of-
fice of Emergency Man-
agement, Water & Sewer 
Division, Cataldo EMS, 
and the Massachusetts 
Port Authority were im-
mediately dispatched to 
the scene. Additional fire 
crews from the following 
communities were called 
in to support Chelsea’s 
swift response: Arlington, 
Belmont, Boston, Brook-
line, Cambridge, Everett, 
Lynn, Malden, Medford, 
Melrose, Reading, Somer-
ville, Stoneham, Waltham, 
Wakefield, Watertown, 
Winchester, Winthrop, 
Woburn, and Quincy. 

Thanks to a strong co-
ordinated effort, the fire 
was mostly extinguished 
at approximately 8 a.m. 
on Monday, according 
to a release from the city 
of Chelsea, although hot 
spots remained throughout 
the site.

The cause of the fire is 
now under investigation 
by the Chelsea Fire De-
partment.

On Tuesday morning, 
Chelsea firefighters con-
tinued to work around the 
clock to fully extinguish 
the fire, with crews con-
tinuing efforts today, as 
there are still some areas 
that are not completely 
out, and as a result, city 
officials said firefighters 
would most likely need to 
demolish additional parts 
of the building.

Several schools in Chel-
sea were closed on Mon-
day due to the fire, as were 
several roads in Chelsea 
and Revere near the scene 
of the Forbes property. 
Commuter rail service 
was also shut down for a 

time in Chelsea past the 
scene of the fire.

The former mill prop-
erty has been abandoned 
since 2009. A private 
development group out 
of China, YIHE Forbes, 
LLC, gained approval 
for a 590-unit mixed use 
development on the site, 
but in early 2023, the city 
denied an extension of 
the permit for the delayed 
project.

City officials have 
raised safety concerns 
about the property, and 
said they have taken sig-
nificant safety measures 
at the location. The Chel-
sea Fire Department and 
the Police Department’s 
Downtown Task Force 
have conducted weekly 
inspections of the property 
since spring of 2024.

Earlier this year, the 

city’s Board of Health 
City brought the proper-
ty owner in front of the 
Chelsea Board of Health, 
which deemed that, “the 
buildings and property at 
the Forbes parcels are un-
fit for human habitation, 
pose a nuisance or risk of 
nuisance, and a risk for 
accident to the public for 
purposes of M.G. L. Ch. 
111, § 127B” and were 
ordered to correct mul-
tiple violations. The city 
has continuously tried to 
engage with the property 
owner who remains un-
responsive, according to 
Chelsea City Manager Fi-
del Maltez.

Maltez stated that these 
actions reflect the city’s 
commitment to prevent-
ing any potential harm to 
community members who 
might inadvertently tres-

pass or find themselves in 
danger near the property. 
The city required the ab-
sent owner to implement 
additional security mea-
sures, including a formal 
agreement that requires 
the owner to maintain reg-
ular security patrols at the 
site.

“The City remains ded-
icated to taking all neces-
sary steps to protect our 
residents from fire haz-
ards, injuries, and other 
emergency situations,” a 
statement from the city 
administration read.

The property is current-
ly listed for sale and is 
being listed by the Steve 
Bremis Realty Group with 
an asking price of just un-
der $30 million.

“I hope you’ll join me 
in extending an enormous 
debt of gratitude to the 

Chelsea Fire Department, 
the Chelsea Police De-
partment, the Office of 
Emergency Management, 
the City of Chelsea and to 
all the other helpers from 
places near and far,” stat-
ed District 5 City Coun-
cilor Lisa Santagate. “ A 
nine-alarm fire burning for 
30 hours with no injuries; 
that’s some commendable 
work right there.”

At Monday night’s 
council meeting, Council 
President Norieliz De Je-
sus also thanked the city’s 
first responders.

“This morning was 
tough, we had a massive 
fire at the Forbes site, a 
property that we all know 
very well in these cham-
bers since we have had 
many concerns,” she said. 
“I am thankful that there 
were no injuries with our 

staff, there were no res-
idents impacted other 
than the fact that it was a 
very scary site, this was 
right behind my home. I 
walked outside the doors 
this morning and I saw a 
Quincy fire truck, I saw a 
Reading fire truck; it was 
scary but also beautiful to 
see how we have our first 
responders there ready and 
prepared to protect and 
serve our community.

“I want to extend a 
thank you also to our city 
manager for being on site, 
for being attentive to the 
needs that come with all 
of these fires and these 
emergencies, grateful for 
all the directors and first 
responders that ensure that 
our families are safe and 
our community is safe on 
a daily basis.”

Jeff@jeffreybowen.com  781-201-9488

Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS		  PRICE   
Crabtree, Thomas	 Sepp, Toomas	 11 Medford St #1	 $550,000  
Cruz, Madrid E	 Chavarria, Humberto A	 16 Franklin Ave		 $750,000  
Howard, Bradley	 Xiao, Aiyin	 20 Beacon St #13	 $350,000  
Li, Xiaofeng	 Mcgahey, Rosemary E	 22 Madison Ave	 $815,000  
Pavlotsky, Ilana	 Wyche, Thomas P	 220 Spencer Ave #201	 $412,000  
Nichols, Bryce E	 Habib, Chelsea	 26 Tudor St #3		  $405,000  
Otaluka, Promise	 Trachtenberg, Shlomo	 276 Washington Ave	 $1,250,000  
Cote, Audai	 Beacon Street Rt	 34 Beacon St #1	 $675,000  
Campos, Sophia	 Huang, Henglian	 39 Cary Ave #7		 $290,000  
447 Eastern Ave LLC	 Antzak Jr, Charles J	 447 Eastern Ave	 $985,000  
Haywood, Tyler	 Casa Abby LLC	 92 Pearl St #17		 $425,000

Forbes Street 9-alarm fire destroys abandoned industrial building

PHOTOS BY PAUL KOOLLOIAN

View of the 9-alarm fire on Forbes Street in Chelsea on early Monday morning.

Scenes of Chelsea fire crews on the scene of the 9-alarm Forbes fire early Monday morning.         Chelsea firefighters work together in battling the nine-alarm fire.
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FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pharmacies at 10 Gove St. and Maverick Square

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR PATIENTS 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY HOURS 2024 

 ALL PRACTICES URGENT CARE 
Wednesday, November 27 8:30 am – 3:00 pm     8:00 am – 8 :00 pm 
Thursday, November 28 CLOSED            CLOSED 
Friday, November 29 8:30 am – 3:00 pm     8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Saturday, November 30 8:30 am – 12:00 pm     8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

AVISO IMPORTANTE PARA LOS PACIENTES 
HORARIO FESTIVO DE ACCIÓN DE GRACIACIAS 2024 

                                TODAS LAS PRÁCTICAS                  CUIDADOS URGENTES 
 

Miércoles, 27 de noviembre 8:30 am – 3:00 pm     8:00 am – 8 :00 pm 
Jueves, 28 de noviembre CLOSED            CLOSED 
Viernes, 29 de noviembre 8:30 am – 3:00 pm     8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Sábado, 30 de noviembre 8:30 am – 12:00 pm     8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

AVISO IMPORTANTE AOS PACIENTES 
HORÁRIO DE ATENDIMENTO DURANTE O FERIADO DE AÇÃO DE GRAÇAS 2024 

                                                         TODOS OS CONSULTÓRIOS     CUIDADOS DE URGÊNCIA  
Quarta-feira, 27 de novembro 8h30 às 15h00         8h00 às 20h00  
Quinta-feira, 28 de novembro FECHADO            FECHADO 
Sexta-feira, 29 de novembro 8h30 às 15h00         8h00 às 16h00  
Sábado, 30 de novembro 8h30 às 12h00         8h00 às 16:00 

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Community leaders, CBC President Joan Cromwell, Rep. 
Judith Garcia, and historian Stacy Smith.

Maureen Lee, Leo Robinson, Deborah Washington, the Rev. Sarah R Smith, Grace McKin-
non, and Claudia Dias.

City Manager Fidel Maltez, Michelle Collins, Jescenia Lopez, 
Messiah Rubin Ingram, and Jayde Umemba.

State Rep. Judith Garcia and former CHS basketball star 
John Martin join students in displaying their support at 
the Renaming of Walnut Street ceremony.

City Manager Fidel Maltez 
assists at the microphone 
as 7-year-old Adonis Rome 
Brody recites a poem 
during the ceremony.

Beverly Martin Ross, Dennis Smith, Victoria McDonald, 
Paul Revere Smith, John Martin, Marcy Smith, and Paula 
Cromwell.

Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson, Shirley Thompson, Paul Revere Smith, John Martin, Eula 
Balloon, CBC President Joan Cromwell, and Deborah Washington.

Chelsea historian Stacy Smith and family.

Deborah Washington, Stacy Smith, and Beverly Martin-Ross and young guests are pic-
tured at the Renaming of Walnut Street ceremony.

The City of Chelsea, in 
partnership with the Chel-
sea Black Community 
held a ceremony renam-
ing the former Arlington 
Street Extension to Wal-
nut Street.

The ceremony, led 
by CBC President Joan 
Cromwell and Chelsea 
historian Stacy Smith, 
celebrated the historically 
thriving Black neighbor-

hood that existed in the 
Walnut Street area before 
the Great Chelsea Fire of 
1973 and urban renewal 
altered the former layout 
of the area.

Cromwell welcomed 
the many residents to the 
program that began with 
an inspirational prayer of 
togetherness and com-
munity spirit by the Rev. 
Sarah R. Smith of the Peo-

ple’s AME Church.
City Manager Judith 

Garcia, City Manager 
Fidel Maltez, and City 
Council President Nori-
eliz DeJesus brought the 
official greetings and con-
gratulatory wishes.

“What you’re doing 
here today, your work, is 
powerful because we’re 
bringing back the light and 
this new street is bringing 

that history back to life,” 
said Garcia. 

“This [dedication cere-
mony] wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the leader-
ship on the ground,” said 
Maltez, thanking Crom-
well and Smith for their 
efforts. “I just want to say 
that Stacy is just getting 
started.

RENAMING OF WALNUT STREET CEREMONY IS HELD

See WALNUT Page 9
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Introducing

msic.website/TRIM-it  |  TRIM@msic.orgParticipating credit unions are NMLS Approved 
Lenders and Equal Housing Lenders

Get a great 30-year fixed-rate 

MORTGAGE NOW, and if rates drop, 

JUST TRIM™ IT LATER with NO FEE!

Open House: December 6–7 from 10am to 2pm

nbss.edu/openhouse

Find your calling 
at America’s first 
trade school
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CHELSEA CONNECTION IN NECYFL PLAYOFFS

The Saugus and Peabody teams faced off in the Northeast Commonwealth Youth Football 
League semifinals at Harry Della Russo Stadium in Revere and there was a distinguished 
Chelsea connection. Pictured before the game are Saugus coach and former Red Devil 
standout Gary May III, Peabody coach and Chelsea Police Capt. Brian Dunn, and Saugus 
coach and former Red Devil football superstar Jadiem Brooks.

GreenRoots hosts meeting on Tobin Bridge Lead Paint Removal Project
By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, led by its 
executive director Rose-
ann Bongiovanni, hosted 
a well-attended commu-
nity meeting on the Tobin 
Bridge Lead Paint Remov-
al Project Tuesday night at 
the Chelsea Senior Center.

State Secretary of 
Transportation Monica 
Tibbits-Nutt provided an 
update about the four-year 
project of repainting and 
structural repairing of the 
Tobin Bridge (formerly 
the Mystic Bridge) that 
first opened in 1950.

Bongiovanni served as 
moderator of the meeting, 
calling on several resi-
dents who aired specific 
complaints about the neg-
ative health impacts and 
noise pollution being cre-
ated by the project.

Tibbits-Nutt and her 
team from the Massachu-
setts Department of Trans-
portation (which owns 
and operates the bridge) 
pledged to address the 
health concerns of resi-
dents and collect addition-
al data at the site.

One major complaint 
centered on the agency’s 
hotline. Residents said 
that they rarely receive a 
response after calling the 
hotline. And others re-

marked that the hotline 
has not always been oper-
ational as advertised. 

Other complaints fo-
cused on excessive noise 
including from midnight 
to 2 a.m. in some instanc-
es.  MassDOT officials re-
marked that construction 
is taking place six days per 
week from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and seemed genuinely sur-
prised to hear overnight 
work was occurring. 

Residents also talked 
about dust, strong odors 
from paint and asked if it 
was safe to be outside and 
have windows open.  Of-
ficials also discussed the 
mitigation they offered in-
cluding air purifiers, vacu-
ums, air conditioning units 

and white noise machines. 
Tibbits-Nuttswith and 

her team left with many 
follow-up items to respond 
to Chelsea residents.  Sec-
retary Tibbits-Nutt agreed 
to come back to Chelsea 
in the spring for another 

community conversation 
and continued dialogue on 
the status of the lead paint 
remediation efforts. 

Tibbits-Nutt received 
positive recognition for 
coming to Chelsea to meet 
directly with residents. 
State Undersecretary of 
Environmental Justice and 
Equity Maria Belen Pow-
er, a Chelsea resident, was 
in attendance, sitting next 
to Secretary Tibbits-Nutt 
during the 90-minute 

meeting.
City Manager Fidel 

Maltez welcomed the 
Mass DOT contingent to 
the city in his opening re-
marks. Director of Health 
and Human Services Tra-
cy Nowicki, City Coun-
cillors Roberto Jimenez, 
Calvin T. Brown, and Lisa 
Santagate, and Chelsea 
School Committee mem-
ber Dr. Sarah Elizabeth 
Neville attended the meet-
ing.  

City Councilor Todd Taylor 
and Chief of Health and Hu-
man Services Tracy Nowic-
ki, pictured at the commu-
nity meeting Tuesday at the 
Chelsea Senior Center.

State Undersecretary of Environmental Justice and Equity Maria Belen Power, Councilor-at-Large Roberto Jimenez-Me-
dina, State Secretary of Transportation Monica Tibbets-Nutt, GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni, City 
Councilor Calvin T. Brown, and City Manager Fidel Maltez.

State Secretary of Transpor-
tation Monica Tibbits-Nutt 
pledged her department’s 
“accountability” in relation 
to the health problems 
and inconveniences being 
experienced by Chelsea 
residents because of the 
Tobin Bridge repair project.

School Committee member Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, City Manager Fidel Maltez, Green-
Roots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni, Grace Muwina, Barbara Espinosa, and 
State Undersecretary of Environmental Justice and Equity Maria Belen Power.
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Juan Garcia
Longtime Chelsea Jewish
Nursing Home Employee

Juana Maria “Juanita” 
Gomez-Bones

Her legacy of love and kindness will live on 
in the hearts of all blessed to know her

John Anthony “Jack” 
King Jr.

Longtime member of the Old Charlestown 
School Boys Association

Marion Patricia Nowicki
Lifelong parishioner of the former St. 

Stanislaus Parish

Juan Garcia, 90, of 
Chelsea, passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, 
November 12th. He lived a 
full, long life, and his final 
moments were surrounded 
by his loving family. 

Born in Rio Piedras, 
Puerto Rico, Juan came 
to New York in 1950 at 
the tender age of 16 and 
later settled in Chelsea for 
many years before relocat-
ing to East Boston. Chel-
sea is where Juan spent 
much of his time making 
friends, hanging out with 
family and where he spent 
the last year of his life.

Juan loved his family 
dearly and made so many 
friends throughout his ca-
reer and life. He spent al-
most 20 years working at 
the Chelsea Jewish Nurs-
ing Home cooking and 
cleaning, before retiring. 
Juan was a simple man 
who enjoyed spending 
time with family, getting 
fresh air and watching 
the Red Sox (his favor-
ite team). If he had the 
chance, he never missed 
a game. He loved play-
ing the numbers, scratch 
tickets, card games and 
dominos, cigars, wine, 
Columbo show, and mu-
sic. Juan’s favorite artists 
and music included Javier 
Solis, Jorge Negrete, Ana 
Gabriel, Vicente Fernan-
dez, Nat King Cole, Frank 
Sinatra, all classic music 
and much more. Anyone 
who had the good fortune 
to know him knew he was 
a hard worker, a hum-
ble soul, and the purest 
of hearts. Juan never met 
a person who didn’t like 
him. His charm, accepting 
and caring nature is what 
drew everyone and is why 
he made so many life-
long friends. Many will 
comment on his smile, 
his jokes, and his jovial, 
sweet personality that of-
ten filled the air, drawing 
people so close. These 
moments are what we will 
miss the most, and how we 
will always remember our 
beloved Juan.

Juan was the son of late 

Francisca Garcia of Rio 
Piedras, Puerto Rico, and 
brother of the late Felicita 
Velasquez, of Chelsea.

He is lovingly survived 
by his son and daughters, 
Luis Rodrigues of Bronx, 
NY, Elsa Garcia of Revere, 
Blanca Garcia of Chelsea, 
Veronica Garcia Gee and 
her husband, Albert Gee 
of Somerville, and Nan-
cy Garcia of Boston; a 
cherished grandfather to 
his grandchildren: Jose 
Camacho of Haverhill, 
Alexandra Mendoza of 
Boston, Marisol Araujo of 
Revere, Angelise Rosales 
of Chelsea, Elena Villegas 
of Melrose, William Gee 
and James Gee of Somer-
ville, and his great grand-
daughter, Luna Lizardo of 
Melrose.

Juan was the widower 
of his late wife Aura Be-
atriz Carranza Garcia and 
survived by his ex-wife 
and beloved friend, Blan-
ca Gomez Garcia of Re-
vere. He is also survived 
by many extended family 
members and dear friends.

Juan’s family and 
friends gathered for a visi-
tation at the Carafa Family 
Funeral Home in Chelsea 
on Sunday, November 17 
and a Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated on 
Monday at Santa Rosa of 
Lima Parish, 601 Broad-
way, Chelsea.    Juan was 
laid to rest at Forest Hills 
Cemetery in Boston.

We encourage family 
and friends to visit carafa-
funeralhome.com to offer 
condolences by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sym-
pathy card.

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invit-
ed to attend a Memorial 
Mass for John Antho-
ny “Jack” King, Jr. at St. 
Rose of Lima Church, 600 
Broadway, Chelsea today, 
Thursday, November 21 at 
10 a.m.

At 82 years of age, Jack 
passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, November 10th at 
the Massachusetts Gener-
al Hospital in Boston.  He 
was the beloved son of the 
late John A., Sr. and Irene 
(Rogers) King.   He was 
born and raised in Charles-
town where he attended 
local schools and resided 
for many years.   He was 
a longtime member of the 
“Old Charlestown School 
Boys Association”.  

Jack was married to 
Lucille (Narcum) King 
and together they resid-
ed in Chelsea for several 
years.  He worked as a ve-
hicle transporter for Hertz 
and retired after working 
for 57 years. 

In his lifetime, Jack was 
an avid Red Sox Fan who 
enjoyed music and pho-
tography.   He is remem-
bered for his favorite say-
ings “I read milk cartons” 
and “Who’s better than 
me.”

Jack is lovingly sur-
vived by his wife, Lucille 

M.. King of Chelsea and 
he was the devoted father 
of Michele Roy and her 
spouse, Tara of Forestdale, 
RI, loving “Papa” to Ryan 
King and his wife, Mo-
rello, Alexandria Gould, 
Peter Gould, and Gabri-
el Jacques, and adoring 
“Papa” to his great-grand-
son Azriel Goldberg; dear 
brother-in law to Joanne 
Narcum and Dorothy 
Szalno and her husband, 
Ted, all of Weymouth, 
and Stephen Narcum and 
his wife, Margie of Quin-
cy. He was predeceased by 
his sister, Ruth Auld.

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions in Jack’s name 
may be made to “Old 
Charlestown Schoolboys 
Association”, 33 Shipway 
Place, Charlestown, MA 
02129.

To send expressions 
of sympathy, visit  www.
welshfh.com.

Relatives and friends 
attended visiting hours for 
Juanita M.  Gomez-Bones 
in the Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea, on Wednesday, 
November 20. 

Juana Gomez-Bones, 
a beloved daughter of the 
late Gallentano Gomez 
and Tomasa DeJesus, 
passed away at the age of 
85 in her home on Sat-
urday, November 16th, 
2024, after a long illness, 
with her loving family at 
her side. Born and raised 
in Arroyo, she attended 
local schools before mov-
ing to Chelsea, where she 
resided for the past 48 
years. Juanita was married 
to Jose Bones and was 
passionately devoted to 
her home and family. She 
was a remarkable woman 
whose love knew no lim-
its. As the devoted mother 
of nine and a cherished 
grandmother to many, 
she nurtured generations 
with her warmth, wisdom, 
and strength. Her legacy 
of love and kindness will 
live on in the hearts of all 
blessed to know her. Juan-
ita enjoyed creating hand-
made jewelry and brace-
lets.

Juanita was widowed 

by her beloved Jose in 
2013 and she lost her son 
Leonides Bones and sib-
lings, Augustine, Enrique, 
Ismael, Vale, and Nilda 
Gomez.

She is lovingly sur-
vived by her devoted son 
and caregiver, Luis Bones 
along with her dear chil-
dren: Tony Bones, Sonia 
Bones, Daisy Bones, Os-
valdo Bones, Jose Bones, 
Omayra Bones,and Carlos 
Bones.  She was the devot-
ed grandmother, Abuela of 
26 and great-grandmother 
of many.  

May her memory bring 
comfort, and her spir-
it guide you in the days 
ahead. With heartfelt sym-
pathy, the Bones family.

To send expressions 
of sympathy, visit  www.
welshfh.com.

Relatives and friends 
attended a visitation and 
service for Marion Patri-
cia (Majcher) Nowicki in 
the Welsh Funeral Home, 
718 Broadway, Chelsea 
on Monday, November 
18th and she was placed 
to rest at the Massachu-
setts National Cemetery in 
Bourne.

At 88 years of age, 
Marion passed away un-
expectedly in her home on 
Thursday, November 7th. 
Born in Lowell, she was 
a beloved daughter of the 
late Stanley P. and Gladys 
(Teodorczyk) Majcher. 

Marion grew up in Chel-
sea, attended St. Stanis-
laus Parochial School and 
graduated from Chelsea 
High School. She worked 
at the W.T. Grants Dept. 
Store in Chelsea.  Working 
at Grants she met Chester 
J. “Git” Nowicki.   They 
were soon married and 
together raised their son 
and daughter in Chel-
sea.  Marion was passion-
ately devoted to home and 
family.  She was a lifelong 
parishioner of the former 
St. Stanislaus Parish.   A 
resident of Revere since 
1995, she enjoyed her qui-

et lifetime at home, watch-
ing old movie classics and 
shopping, 

In addition to her par-
ents, Marion was wid-
owed when her beloved 
husband, Chester passed 
away in 2005, she was 
also predeceased by her 
brother Edward Majcher.

She is lovingly survived 
by her son and caregiver, 
Edward Mitchell and her 
daughter, Claudia Bren-
nan, both of Revere.  She 
was the loving grand-
mother of Matthew and 
Kelly Brennan and the 
dear sister of Carolyn Ma-
jcher of Danvers.

To send expressions 
of sympathy, visit  www.
welshfh.com.

To place a  memoriam in the Chelsea 
Record please call 781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com
visit www.chelsearecord.com

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 781-485-0588

Carmelo Santiago
February 10, 1942 - November 17, 2024

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend visiting hours for 
Carmelo Santiago-Vega 
today, Thursday, Novem-
ber 21 in the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea, from 6 to 
8 p.m.   His funeral will 
be conducted from the 
funeral home on Friday, 
November 22nd at 10 
a.m.   Services will con-
clude with interment at 
Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Malden.  

At 82 years of age, 
Carmelo Santiago passed 
away on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17th in the peaceful 
surroundings of his home 
with his wife and loving 
family at his side. Carme-
lo battled and lived cou-
rageously with cancer for 
the past 18 months. 

Born and raised in 
Guayama, Puerto Rico, 
Carmelo was one of seven 
children of the late Felix 
Santiago and Venerada 
Vega. He attended schools 
in Puerto Rico before set-
tling in Chelsea in 1959 
where he remained a res-
ident for most of his life. 
He moved to Revere in 
2001 and settled in Lynn 
for the past two years.

Carmelo was married 
to Harriet (McNeil) for 
64 years and together they 
raised three daughters and 
one son. Earlier in his 
life, he worked for local 
poultry processors and 
for Community Suffolk 
Farms as a produce sort-
er. His last years of work 
were spent at Eastern Car 
Wash in Chelsea before 
retiring 14 years ago. 

He is fondly remem-
bered for his extensive 

collection of hats of vari-
ous styles, his enjoyment 
of professional wrestling 
and the Red Sox, and his 
passionate devotion to 
home and family. He also 
enjoyed treating himself 
to cold Mounds Bars and 
penny candy.

 
Carmelo is lovingly 

survived by his beloved 
wife of 64 years, Harri-
et (McNeil) Santiago of 
Lynn.  He was the devoted 
father of Carmen Valentin 
and her husband, Max of 
Lynn, Harriet Santiago 
of Lynn, Miriam Santia-
go-Flores of Revere and 
Carmelo Santiago, Jr. of 
Lynn.   He was the dear 
brother of Elba Iris Santi-
ago, Francesca Santiago, 
Evangelia Santiago and 
Hector Luis Santiago. all 
of Puerto Rico and the late 
Alejandro Santiago, and 
Pedro Santiago; cherished 
grandfather of 12 and the 
late Sonia Santiago and 
Anthony Valentin, and 
adoring great-grandfather 
of 17.   He is also survived 
by many extended family 
members and friends.

To send expressions 
of sympathy, visit  www.
welshfh.com.
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While it probably came 
as no surprise to anyone 
that the Boston Bruins 
management decided to 
dismiss head coach Jim 
Montgomery on Tuesday, 
it is disappointing that he 
had to be made the main 
reason for the poor 8-9-3 
start to the 2024-25 sea-
son. While Montgomery 
often assumed some of the 
blame following losses 
and poor play, the blame 
wasn’t entirely his alone. 
Look into the performance 
of the team’s top earning 
players salaries: David 
Pastrnak $11.2 million; 
Charlie McAvoy $9.5; 
Jeremy Swayman $8.25; 
Elias Lindholm $7.75; 
Hampus Lindholm $6.5; 
Brad Marchand $6.125; 
and Charlie Coyle $5.25. 
Those seven Bruins play-
ers hold a hefty portion of 
the salary cap allowance, 
but on the score sheet their 
production does not mirror 
comparison to their pay. 
Pastrnak with 8 goals, 9 
assists is on pace to score 

30+ goals and 36 
assists for 60+ 
points. Last 
year’s num-
bers for Pas-
ta 47/63/110 
p o i n t s . 
Marchand is on 
average to post 20 
goals and 32 assists for 
50+ points. Last season, 
and we’ll cut the captain 
who is nearing the end of 
his contract some slack, 
before his three operations, 
he posted 29/38/67. Not 
exactly showing any sem-
blance of consistency with 
current numbers. Adding 
in Swayman’s newly add-
ed, $8.25 million salary, 
followed by him posting 
the following: record of 
5-7-0-2, goals-against-av-
erage 3.47, and a save 
percentage of .884. Again, 
the question, where are the 
returns for these hefty sal-
aries, and whatever hap-
pened to the often-men-
tioned Bruins’ culture, 
that served this franchise 
so well during the Patrice 

B e r g e r o n /
Z d e n o 

Chara’s 
c a p -
taincy? 
P o s -
s i b l y , 

if even a 
handful of 

these players had per-
formed well to start the 
2024-25 season, Mont-
gomery would still be 
Boston’s head coach.

With all the above be-
ing history, Montgomery’s 
spot will be filled, on an 
interim basis by Bruins 
associate coach Joe Sacco. 
The Medford native is in 
his 11th season of working 
behind the Boston bench. 
Sacco’s promotion to as-
sociate coach to start this 
season was definitely an 
indication that Montgom-
ery would be on a short 
leash, and Sacco would 
be in a position to transi-
tion into the ‘interim’ title 
easily. While serving as a 
coach in Medford Youth 
Hockey, I was able to fol-

low Sacco’s early days as 
a youngster, followed by 
his tenure as a member of 
the Medford High School 
hockey team, where he 
excelled in his final two 
years, scoring 52/62/114 
points. His three seasons 
at Boston University, he 
tallied 63/65/128 points in 
111 games. His 13 seasons 
in the NHL left Sacco’s 
totals with 94/119/213 
points. He earned a head 
coaching opportunity with 
the Colorado Avalanche, 
leaving after three seasons. 
It’s obvious that Sacco has 
earned a second chance 
as a head coach, and one 
that he looks forward to 
showing what NHL expe-
rience has taught him. The 
Bruins have scheduled a 
press conference for later 
today (Wednesday, after 
the Record’s press dead-
line) with general manag-
er Don Sweeney and inter-
im coach Joe Sacco taking 
questions. Updates in next 
week’s Bruins Beat.

To place a memoriam 
please call 781-485-0588

Bruins make coaching change

BRUINS Beat  by Bob Morello

Robert F. “Bob” Gross
August 15, 1944 – November 10, 2024

Robert “Bob” Gross at 
the age of 80, was sent to 
his eternal home, on No-
vember 10, 2024. As Bob 
wished, his final days were 
in the peaceful surround-
ings of his home with his 
loving family by his side.

Bob was born on Au-
gust 15, 1944. He was the 
devoted son of the late 
George H. and Elizabeth 
(McGurin) Gross of East 
Boston and stepson of 
Frank Brobecker whom 
he loved. Bob held a spe-
cial place in his heart for 
his mother-in-law, Lillian 
DeBruyn.

Bob was the beloved 
husband of Lorraine J. 
(DeBruyn) Gross.  In Sep-
tember of 1965, Bob met 
the love of his life, Lor-
raine at Sky Chefs where 
they worked togeth-
er.  Falling deeply in love, 
they married on April 17, 
1966.   They raised their 
family in Chelsea where 
they lived for 32 years 
until moving to Danvers 
in 1998 where they resid-
ed for the past 26 years. It 
was a romance that lasted 
for 58 beautiful years.  

Bob was the devoted 
father of Bobby Gross of 
Milford, Chrissy Abramof-
sky and her husband, Jim 
of Dracut,  Lorrie Pacheco 
and her husband, Dave of 
Danvers and Sharon Nash 
of Santa Cruz, CA.   For-
ever cherished and adored 
Grampi, his memory will 
live on with his grand-
children; Kacie Ignacio, 
Jayme Abramofsky, D.J. 
Pacheco, Alyssa Pacheco, 
Joey Randolph, Angela 
Ford, Danielle Gross and 
the great-grandfather of 
Noah Ford and Jayden 
Randolph.   Bob was the 
brother of the late Dorothy 
Doane and George Gross 
whom he loved deeply 
and he treasured the time 
spent with them.   He is 
also survived by his broth-
er, George (Sonny) Gross 
of Pennsylvania and many 
nieces and nephews who 
will sadly miss him.

Through his years, Bob 
worked for 35 years with 
LSG Sky Chefs as a ramp 
supervisor at Logan Air-
port and medically retired 
in 1995. Bob found joy 

in his outings to Suffolk 
Downs and Wonderland 
Dog Track.   He enjoyed 
playing pool and cards 
with friends.   He loved 
spending time with his 
family in the White Moun-
tains of New Hampshire, 
summers swimming in 
their pool, and holidays 
spent together - Bob loved 
the Christmas season 
most.  

In his “retirement” 
years, he took pleasure 
traveling to Las Vegas 
with his wife, Lorraine, 
Dottie, Skip, George and 
Kay to play the slots and 
enjoy the many shows they 
attended. Bob was an avid 
Red Sox and Patriots fan, 
though his favorite base-
ball team to watch was the 
University of Richmond 
Spiders!

Bob will be remem-
bered for his courageous 
strength, the twinkle in 
his eye and for his kind-
ness when giving a com-
pliment, which he gave 
effortlessly.  He was a true 
gentleman.

A private family service 
will be held at St. Mary of 
the Annunciation Parish, 
24 Conant Street, Danvers 
on Friday, November 30th 
at 11 a.m.

Memorial Contribu-
tions can be made in Bob’s 
name to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, 
501 St. Jude Pl., Memphis, 
TN 38105-1905.  WWW.
StJude.org/Donate

Bob’s family wishes to 
express their deepest grati-
tude to all the people from 
Hospice Care who provid-
ed Bob with compassion, 
love and gentle care to 
make his final days of life 
comfortable.

To send expressions 
of sympathy, visit  www.
welshfh.com.

OBITUARIES

Eversource release guide to landscaping 
with New England’s native plants

 Autumn can be a great 
time to plant, and as part 
of its commitment to en-
vironmental stewardship 
while ensuring electric 
reliability for customers, 
Eversource has released 
a new planting guide for 
property owners. Nature’s 
Natives highlights a va-
riety of plant species that 
not only thrive in New 
England but are also util-
ity compatible - helping 
customers make informed 
choices when planting 
near power lines.

“This new resource is 
the brainchild of our ded-
icated arborists, who are 
deeply passionate about 
plants and the positive im-
pact they have on the envi-
ronment,” said Eversource 
Manager of Vegetation 

Coordination, Strategy 
and Innovation Bob Allen. 
“Native plants play a vital 
role in the overall health 
of our ecosystems by sup-
porting wildlife habitats, 
pollinators and helping to 
conserve water and soil 
since they’re better adapt-
ed to the local climate. 
Another significant benefit 
– the species in this guide 
can grow near power lines 
without posing a risk to 
the safety and reliabili-
ty of the electric system. 
By supporting our natural 
neighbors, we can culti-
vate a vibrant, healthy, 
and sustainable landscape 
for all to enjoy.”  

New England is the 
most heavily forested re-
gion in the country, and 
while trees of all types 

and sizes are a treasured 
part of the landscape, they 
can also cause problems 
when they grow too close 
to power lines. Every year, 
tree limbs and branch-
es come in contact with 
the thousands of miles 
of power lines that Ever-
source maintains across its 
three-state service territory 
– causing outages, damag-
ing equipment, and creat-
ing potential public safety 
hazards such as blocked 
roads. The company’s 
robust and thoughtful 
vegetation management 
programs are designed to 
balance the important ben-
efits that trees and plants 
provide with the need for 
safe, reliable power.

Recently recognized as 
a Tree Line USA utility 

by the Arbor Day Foun-
dation for its thoughtful 
vegetation management 
programs that balance aes-
thetics with the need for 
electric reliability, Ever-
source’s arborists also 
share their knowledge 
through educational part-
nerships that teach mu-
nicipalities and the public 
about the importance of 
native vegetation in the 
region and how to plan be-
fore they plant.

Since the release of the 
Nature’s Natives plant-
ing guide, Eversource has 
distributed the brochure to 
more than 500 municipali-
ties and 1,200 garden cen-
ters across the company’s 
service territory to assist 
with selecting the right 
plants for the right place.

DPH reminds patients and providers of 
alternatives to discontinued asthma medication

As Massachusetts enters 
fall and winter respiratory 
virus  season, the Depart-
ment of Public Health is 
sharing resources to help 
patients, families, pro-
viders and pharmacists 
identify and access the 
best options for timely 
and effective asthma care, 
particularly in the wake of 
the discontinuation of two 
commonly used  inhaled 
treatments—Flovent® 
HFA and Flovent® Di-
skus by manufacturer 
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK).

The fall and winter sea-
son typically brings an in-
crease in asthma exacerba-
tions in Massachusetts1.

During this time, cir-
culating respiratory ill-
nesses,  such as flu, RSV, 
and COVID increase, can 
potentially trigger asthma 
symptoms or make ongo-
ing symptoms worse.  

Key Information For 
Patients and Caregivers: 

· A generic version of
Flovent® (fluticasone 

propionate) and other clin-
ically  appropriate alterna-
tive medications do exist. 

· You may be prescribed 
a medication that you are 
not familiar with. The 
medication may be a dif-

ferent dose or a different 
inhaler device from  what 
you are used to – talk with 
your provider if you have 
questions or concerns.   

For Providers: 
· Reach out to your pa-

tients to be sure they are 
aware of any medication 
changes and discuss the 
clinically appropriate al-
ternatives  that are avail-
able. Provide culturally 
informed asthma educa-
tion to patients, especially 
related to new medications 
and delivery devices. 

· Learn more on this
2020 Focused Updates 

to  the Asthma Manage-
ment Guidelines: Clini-
cian’s Guide (nih.gov). 

For Pharmacists: 
· Depending on patient 

insurance status and insur-
ance type, out-of-pocket 
costs for clinically appro-
priate alternative medica-
tions can vary widely.

 This includes wide 
variability in costs of 
brand and generic medi-
cations (i.e., Symbicort®, 
Breyna®, and generic 
budesonide/formoterol, 
which are therapeutically 
identical.) 

· Work with providers to 
navigate the complexities 

of insurance benefits to 
support patients in access-
ing affordable and effec-
tive asthma medications.  

· Communicate with 
healthcare providers if pa-
tients face barriers to fill-
ing prescriptions for asth-
ma controller medications, 
particularly if  the cost of 
these medications is diffi-
cult for patients to afford. 

For more information 
on the Flovent discontin-
uation and alternate medi-
cations,  view the attached 
fact sheet on What to 
Know About Flovent Dis-
continuation.

Continued Impact of 
Flovent Discontinuation 

The discontinuation of 
Flovent has led to ongoing 
shortages of alternative 
medications. The situation 
has been made worse by 
variable prescription drug 
coverage and steep out-of-
pocket  patient copays for 
some alternative medica-
tions. Disruptions in the 
availability of affordable 
asthma controller medica-
tions more broadly are im-
pacting many patients and 
families, especially among 
communities with already 
existing barriers to access-
ing care.  

To build toward an 
equitable system and ef-
fectively respond to the 
current system, providers, 
pharmacists, caregivers, 
and patients with asthma 
need to be informed about 
this situation  and work 
together to support those 
with asthma and their fam-
ilies so they can access 
asthma medications and 
manage their asthma. In 
response, MassHealth has 
also continued to adapt to 
this challenging situation 
with expanded coverage to 
support patients.  

“When there are large 
shifts in availability of key 
asthma medications, like 
we have seen surround-
ing the discontinuation of 
Flovent products, many 
families are impacted. 
This is especially  true for 
Black and Brown commu-
nities, which already expe-
rience a higher burden of 
asthma,” said DPH Com-
missioner Robbie Gold-
stein, MD, PhD. “With the 
respiratory virus season 
approaching, it is import-
ant for communities to 
come together to promote 
vaccination and prevent 
disease.”

Said DeJeus, “I’m so 
proud of the work that 
went into today. I’m just 
grateful that I get to share 
this moment with you.”

Cromwell lauded Coun-
cilor-at-Large Leo Robin-
son “who grew on these 
streets and hung out at the 
parks”, her sister, Richelle 
Cromwell, executive di-
rector of CAPIC, and “our 
elders, Ms. Thompson, 
Eula Bloom, my uncle 
Paul Smith, my auntie, 
Maureen, and Ms. Grace.”

“Without you, there is 
not us. We stand on your 
shoulders,” said Crom-
well.

Stacy Smith, praised by 
Joan Cromwell as a cura-
tor, author, historian, and 
CBC member, said, “I just 
want to thank everybody  
for coming out here on 
this chilly day. I am more 
honored that I am able to 
do this for everybody who 
actually lived here, played 
here, loved here, married 
here. I’m just really grate-
ful that everybody has 

thought about it and took 
some time to really realize 
what happened here. This 
is the statement of that. 
This is really powerful.”

Cromwell said in her 
remarks that, “We [Chel-
sea residents of all back-
grounds] were all one. It 
was all of us. This move-
ment, this monument 
stands as a tribute of liv-
ing memories honoring 
groups of people who 
shaped our neighbor-
hood story and our lives. 
We made an impact that 
still resonates today. By 
marking this moment in 
history, we recognize the 
contributions, the strug-
gles, and victories of those 
who came before us and 
acknowledge their roles 
in defining our collective 
identity. It’s a symbol of 
our shared history and an 
enduring spirit of thriving 
neighborhoods that pro-
vided a warm, proud sense 
of nostalgia, reminding us 
the values  in unity binds 
us.”

Walnut //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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DO YOU NEED TO RUN A LEGAL NOTICE?
DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

Re:410 Chelsea LLC
410 Beacham Street, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing 

Commission, 
December 12, 2024
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, December 12, 
2024 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
City Council Cham-
bers, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA.  For a 
New Petroleum Storage 
License application for 
410 Chelsea, LLC at 410 
Beacham Street, Chelsea 
MA.  Please be advised 
that you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters to the 
licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

11/14/24, 11/21/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2024-21

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, December 10, 
2024
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Sunrise After Care, LLC | 
Sunrise ADH Chelsea, LLC
For a transfer of 
ownership: per the 
conditions of the original 
Petition (Case 2012-16), 
the ‘Special Permit is 
not transferable without 
Petition and approval 
of a new Special Permit 
issued by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals’ at the 
premises known as:
125-139 Library Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 

Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2024-22

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, December 10, 
2024
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Christopher Friend
For Special Permit and 
Variance seeking approv-
al for the construction of 
a rear deck which fails 
to meet the minimum 
requirements for rear 
yard setback, side yard 
setback, and combined 
yard setback at the 
premises known as:
29 Central Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2024-19

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, December 10, 
2024
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 

application of:
Eugene Diaz
For Special Permit seek-
ing approval to create a 
curb cut and off-street 
parking which does not 
meet the requirements 
for not parking a vehicle 
within five (5) feet from 
a side yard property line, 
in the required front yard 
setback nor in within 
five (5) feet of any all 
containing ground floor 
or basement windows at 
the premises known as:
59 Clark Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RESCHEDULED
NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2024-20

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, December 10, 
2024
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
DSM MB I LLC
For Special Permit 
seeking approval to con-
struct a 19,978 square 
foot liquor store at the 
premises known as:
170 Everett Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Elsa Marchorro 

d/b/a Genesis 
Jewelry

130 Pearl Street, 
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing 
Commission, 

December 12, 2024
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, December 12, 
2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA. 
To consider A New Old 
Gold license application 
to Elsa Marchorro d/b/a 
Genesis Jewelry at 130 
Pearl Street, Chelsea, 
MA.  02150.  Please be 
advised that you must 
notify, via Certified 
Return Receipt mail, all 
abutters to the licensed 
premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO EXPAND THE 
POWERS OF A 

GUARDIAN
Docket No. 

SU22P2037GD 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court
Probate and 
Family Court
Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court 
24 New Chardon Street 
Boston MA, 02114
In the interests of: 
Joaquin Ruiz 
of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT Incapaci-
tated Person/Protected 
Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other inter-
ested persons, a petition 
has been filed by the 
Mass. Dept. Of Mental 
Health of Westborough, 
MA in the above cap-
tioned matter requesting 
that the court: Expand 
the powers of a Guardian 
of the Respondent.
The petition asks the 
court to make a determi-
nation that the powers 
of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should 
be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The 
original petition is on file 
with the court.
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding.  
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 

a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 AM on the return 
date of 12/05/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the 
written appearance by 
the return date, action 
may be taken in this 
matter without further 
notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written 
appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: November 06, 
2024
Stephanie Everett
Register of Probate

11/21/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF 
CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
The Department of 
Public Works will conduct 
a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, December 10, 
2024 at 6:00pm at City 
Hall 3rd floor in the DPW 
Conference room. 
Proposed Work and 
Purpose: Petition of Ever-
source for the following 
petition:
Prospect Ave.
Northeasterly from pole 
30/92A, southeast of 
Washington Ave., install 
approximately five feet 
of conduit.
Public comments will 

be accepted during the 
meeting.
Written comments are 
accepted by email 
to cfox@chelseama.
gov until 12:00pm on 
12/10/24.
The public is invited to 
attend.
Cate Fox Lent 
Commissioner  

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 
MEETING

Notice is hereby given 
that Greenstar Herbals, 
Inc. / Rise Holdings, Inc. 
d/b/a RISE will hold a 
Community Outreach 
Meeting on December 4, 
2024 at 12:00 PM at 200 
Beacham St, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 to discuss the 
expansion of the existing 
adult-use marijuana re-
tailer to include medical 
marijuana treatment 
center operations.
This Community Outreach 
Meeting will be held 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Cannabis 
Control Commission’s 
applicable requirements 
set forth in M.G.L. ch. 
94G and 935 CMR 
500.000 et seq. A copy of 
the meeting presentation 
will be made available 
at least 24 hours prior to 
the meeting by emailing 
r.rutenberg@vicentellp.
com. 
Interested members of 
the community will have 
the opportunity to ask 
questions and receive 
answers from company 
representatives about 
the proposed facility and 
operations.  Questions 
can be submitted in 
advance by emailing 
r.rutenberg@vicentellp.
com or asked during the 
meeting. 

11/21/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Top Speed 
Vehicles, Inc.

69A Everett Avenue, 
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing 
Commission, 

December 12, 2024
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, December 12, 

2024 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
City Council Chambers, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA.  For a New Class I II 
III License application for 
Top Speed Vehicles, Inc. 
at 69A Everett Avenue, 
Chelsea MA.  Please be 
advised that you must 
notify, via Certified 
Return Receipt mail, all 
abutters to the licensed 
premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

11/21/24, 11/28/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
OF VETERANS SERVICES

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Please be advised that, in 
accordance with M.G.L. c. 
30A, §2, Notice is hereby 
given that the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Vet-
erans Services (“EOVS”) 
will hold a public hearing 
for the purpose of 
hearing any comments 
in connection with the 
proposed Regulations at 
108 CMR 12.00: Medical 
Care – Districts and Du-
ties of Veterans’ Agents. 
The existing regulation 
states that Veteran 
Service Officers will assist 
veterans in filing VA 
claims but it is silent re-
garding compliance with 
VA regulations for filing 
claims. This revision 
ensures compliance with 
federal regulations at 38 
CFR 14.629. The existing 
regulation governs mu-
nicipal Veterans Service 
Officers and how they 
operate. The revision 
provides that EOVS will 
provide resources to 
comply with the existing 
standards.
EOVS will hold this public 
hearing remotely on 
Friday, December 6, 
2024 at 10:00 AM via 
Microsoft Teams at the 
following link: https://
teams.microsoft.com/l/
meetup-join/19%3a-
meeting_M2EwOT-
E3NmEtNTBjMi00OT-
JkLThmZTktNDNkZjAzM-
mI0NmJk%40thread.
v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid 
%22%3a%223e861d16-
48b7-4a0e-
9806-8c04d81b-
7b2a%22%2c%22Oid% 
22%3a%22ce9ffe53-
8cfa-4b3b-b55c-9aab-

7d137205%22%7d
Or Meeting ID: 267 866 
815 060 
Passcode: SmFbfA
A copy of the proposed 
Regulations referenced 
above may be viewed by 
visiting Notice of Public 
Hearing Executive Office 
of Veterans’ Services – 
108 CMR 12.00 Districts 
and Duties of Veterans’ 
Agents | Mass.gov
Any person who would 
like to offer comments 
may participate in the 
public hearing at the 
date and time indicated 
above or submit written 
comments. Those who 
wish to receive a written 
copy of the proposed 
Regulations, or to submit 
written comments, 
may do so by sending 
an email to jenna.
buonopane5@mass.gov 
or by mail to: 
Jenna Buonopane - 
Paralegal 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
Executive Office of 
Veterans’ Services 
600 Washington Street, 
2nd Floor
Boston, MA 02111
Written comments must 
be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on December 20, 2024. 
Attached please find 
the accompanying 
Small Business Impact 
Statement in accordance 
with M.G.L. c. 30A, §2.
MAURA T. HEALEY	
GOVERNOR 	
KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 	
JON SANTIAGO, MD, MPH 
SECRETARY

11/21/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re:Wings El Corral, 
Inc d/b/a Wings
408 Broadway, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing 

Commission, 
December 12, 2024
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, December 12, 
2024 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
City Council Chambers, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA.  For a Change of 
DBA and an Alteration 
of Premises on an All 
Alcohol Beverages (on 
premise) License applica-
tion for Wings El Corral, 
Inc d/b/a Wings at 
408 Broadway, Chelsea 

MA.  Please be advised 
that you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters to the 
licensed premise.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

11/14/24, 11/21/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and 
(d) of the Chelsea City 
Charter notice is hereby 
given that at a regular 
meeting of the Chelsea 
City Council held on 
November 18, 2024, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following orders:

Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council authorizes 
the Acceptance of a Grant 
through the Massachu-
setts Water Resources 
Authority’s (MWRA) Lead 
Loan Program.
Ordered, that in accor-
dance with M.G.L Ch. 
44, Section 64, budget 
management procedures, 
whereby costs incurred in 
FY24 were 	
not paid and are owed to 
the vendors, and to meet 
this obligation funds are 
required from the current 
year FY25 budget as 
noted, the Chelsea City 
Council authorizes the 
following expenditures to 
satisfy the unpaid balanc-
es that total $13,994.56 
from prior years.
Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council authorizes 
the emergency appro-
priation of $500,000.00 
from General Stabili-
zation Fund #7020 to 
supplement the Fiscal 
Year 2025 Public Works 
Department – BLDG/
EMERG/DEMOS/BOARD-
ING Account #0147052-
538000 for Forbes Site 
demolition.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209, Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

At the Center for In-
novation’s (CFI) annual 
conference, sponsored by 
the Green House ®  Proj-
ect and Pioneer Network 
communities, Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare CEO Bar-
ry Berman and COO Bet-
sy Mullen were presented 
with the esteemed “2024 
Changemaker Award,” 
which reflects their strong 
leadership style as well as 
their passion for serving 
others.

Each year CFI honors 
leaders who have made 
indelible contributions 
to the field of eldercare 
improvement with the 
“Changemaker Award.” 
This annual award rec-
ognizes the champions of 
culture change who have 
paved the way for more 
dignified and empower-
ing models of care and 
support, setting bold new 
standards for older adults 
and people living with dis-
abilities.

“Barry Berman and 
Betsy Mullen embody the 

spirit of bold and uncom-
promising change, refus-
ing to accept the status 
quo and working diligent-
ly to provide the highest 
quality of life for people 
regardless of their physi-
cal and cognitive chang-
es.,’ said Alex Spanko, Di-
rector of Communications 
and Marketing at the Cen-
ter for Innovation. “They 
are shining examples of 
how strong leadership and 
a passion for serving oth-
ers can overcome any ob-
stacle on the road to true 
culture.”

The CFI annual con-
ference, held this year in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
focused upon a “Grow 
Bolder” theme. Barry and 
Betsy also gave a 90 min-
ute presentation about life 
enrichment and the qual-
ity of life at the Leonard 
Florence Center for Liv-
ing. Their presentation re-
volved around the unique 
Outward Bound program, 
which enables ventilator 
dependent, ALS and MS 

residents to experience 
and enjoy life by partici-
pating in activities outside 
of skilled nursing home 
environment.

As the country’s first ur-
ban model Green House® 
skilled nursing facility, the 
Leonard Florence Center 
provides a level of inde-
pendence not typically 
found in other skilled 
nursing facilities. Current-
ly, the Center takes care 
of more individuals living 
with ALS than any place 
else in the world.

About Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare

Chelsea Jewish Life-
care is redefining senior 
care and re-envisioning 
what life should be like for 
those living with disabling 
conditions.  The elder-
care community includes 
a wide array of skilled 
and short-term rehab res-
idences, ALS, MS and 
ventilator dependent spe-
cialized care residences, 
traditional and specialized 
assisted living options, 

memory care, independent 
living, adult day health, 
and homecare and hospice 
agencies that deliver cus-
tomized and compassion-
ate care.

About Legacy Lifecare
Legacy Lifecare Inc. is 

a nonprofit management 
resources collaborative 
that provides small-to-
mid-sized organizations 
with the infrastructure 
needed to succeed in to-
day’s complex senior care 
environment. In addition 
to JGS Lifecare, other af-
filiates include JGS Life-
care, Armenian Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center 
of Jamaica Plain, Eliz-
abeth Seton Residence 
and Marillac Residence 
of Wellesley, Armenian 
Nursing and Rehabilita-
tion Center of Jamaica 
Plain, Stone Rehabilita-
tion & Senior Living of 
Newton and Saint Joseph 
Living Center of Wind-
ham, CT.

Shown (left ot right)  Barry Berman, Susan Ryan, and Betsy 
Mullen.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare CEO Barry Berman and COO Betsy Mullen 
receive prestigious Changemaker Award at Center for Innovation Conference
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Governor Maura Healey 
signed An Act Relative 
to Medically Necessary 
Breast Screenings and Ex-
ams for Equity and Early 
Detection. This compre-
hensive legislation will 
ensure that patients have 
access to follow-up breast 
cancer screenings and ex-
ams, while also prevent-
ing any increase in patient 
cost-sharing by 2026. 

“We know that early 
detection of breast cancer 
saves lives. This legisla-
tion will help ensure that 
cost is not a barrier for 
women to get the screen-
ings and care they need,” 
said Governor Healey. 
“I’m grateful to the Leg-
islature for their leader-
ship on this bill, and to 
the patients, providers and 
advocates who made their 
voices heard in support of 
more affordable and ac-
cessible care for Massa-
chusetts residents.” 

“Preventative care is 
essential. It helps save 
countless of lives and now, 
because of this legislation, 
patients across Massachu-
setts will have access to 
the necessary care they 
need at a lower cost,” said 
Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll. “We know that 
this legislation will im-
prove cancer outcomes for 
so many people across the 
state.” 

This legislation would, 
starting in 2026, require 
insurers to cover diag-
nostic exams for breast 
cancer, digital breast to-
mosynthesis screening, 
and medically necessary 
and appropriate screen-
ing with breast MRIs and 
ultrasounds. This legisla-
tion would also prevent 
any increase in patient 
cost-sharing, thus re-
moving cost barriers for 
patients who need more 
rigorous screenings due 
to dense breast tissue or 

abnormalities seen in their 
initial preventive screen-
ing mammograms. 

“Today we tear down a 
barrier to accessing breast 
cancer screenings and 
empower our residents to 
stay ahead of a cancer that 
takes far too many lives,” 
said Senate President Kar-
en E. Spilka (D-Ashland). 
“I am grateful to Governor 
Healey for her signature, 
Senator Lovely and Sen-
ator Rush for their lead-
ership, our partners in the 
House, and every advocate 
who has used the power of 
their voice to get this issue 
across the finish line.” 

“Ensuring that all res-
idents in Massachusetts 
have access to early detec-
tion treatments for breast 
cancer, regardless of in-
come, is a critical facet 
of catching cancer early 
and saving lives. That’s 
why I’m incredibly proud 
of this legislation, as it 
will help to prevent vul-
nerable residents from 
being denied the care that 
they need,” said House 
Speaker Ronald J. Mari-
ano (D-Quincy). “I want 
to thank Governor Healey 
for signing this bill into 
law, along with my col-
leagues in the Legislature 
for working hard to move 
this critical bill through 
the legislative process.” 

“We know that in the 
fight against cancer, early 
detection is absolutely vi-
tal for the long-term suc-
cess of the patients. We 
also know that for one out 
of every ten women, ini-
tial mammogram screen-
ings are not sufficient to 
detect possible indicators 
of breast cancer. This leg-
islation signed into law by 
Governor Healey today 
ensures that all women in 
the Commonwealth have 
access to the digital breast 
tomosynthesis and MRI 
screening they need to 

catch cancer early, without 
facing financial barriers. 
I’m grateful to the Gov-
ernor, Senator Lovely and 
Chairman Murphy, and 
Division Leader Balser 
for championing this issue 
with me, and to my legis-
lative colleagues, particu-
larly President Spilka and 
Speaker Mariano for their 
support. Finally, I thank 
the dozens of advocates 
and patients who shared 
their stories and pushed 
tirelessly to support wom-
en in the fight against 
breast cancer,” said Sen-
ator Mike Rush (D-West 
Roxbury). 

“This bill will save 
lives,” said Representative 
James Murphy (D-Wey-
mouth). “Breast cancer is 
a major cause of cancer re-
lated deaths among wom-
en and everything must be 
done to change this. This 
groundbreaking legisla-
tion will provide life sav-
ing health care for women 
throughout our Common-
wealth.” 

“Today is the culmi-
nation of work I have 
done for nearly a decade 
to ensure that all women 
have access to necessary, 
and possibly lifesaving, 
breast cancer screenings,” 
said Senator Joan Love-
ly (D-Salem). “Early de-
tection of breast cancer 
saves lives. This legisla-
tion makes those diagnos-
tic exams used for early 
detection accessible and 
affordable, giving women 
the vital resources needed 

to catch breast cancer in its 
earliest stages. Thank you 
to Governor Healey for 
signing this bill into law 
and bolstering the Com-
monwealth’s commitment 
to providing higher qual-
ity, more equitable, and 

more accessible healthcare 
for women.” 

“This legislation will 
ensure that women have 
access to essential breast 
cancer screenings and di-
agnostic evaluations by 
eliminating significant 

financial barriers. Once 
again, Massachusetts has 
stepped up to ensure that 
women’s health care needs 
are met,” said Representa-
tive Ruth Balser (D-New-
ton).

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

LANDSCAPING

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL OPENINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

R E C O R D

O
ur

Readers Are

Chelsea
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Our Friends

SO
LD

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

DEADLINES: For classified 
line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m.

___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for 
our 4 week special! Call 781-
485-0588.

PCA WANTED

Personal Care Attendant needed 
in EVERETT
Monday-Friday 9a.m. to 2 p.m.
Call Susan 617-389-6190
Hablo Español.
11/28

-----------------------

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER
to teach academic, social, & life skills to pre-school 

aged students w/ various disabilities, etc. 
Mon – Fri; 40 hrs/wk. 

Bachelor’s in Education, Early Child Development/
related fields of study & 12 mos. of exp. as Teacher (with 

inclusive classroom experience)/related occupation req’d 
Salary $56,810/yr

Mail resume to Andorinha’s Early Learning Center, 
99 4th St, Chelsea, MA, 02150.    

HELP WANTED

Gov. Healey signs breast cancer screening and exam bill 
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The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) announced the 
return of Subway Line 
Managers as part of a com-
prehensive effort to main-
tain the visual appearance 
and upkeep of subway 
stations systemwide. With 
a renewed focus on pro-
viding the best in-station 
experience for the public, 
the MBTA’s Subway Line 
Managers provide hands-
on management of station 
conditions, ensuring that 
facilities are clean, safe, 
and welcoming for all rid-
ers.

“Stations are the gate-
way to our system and they 
are integral to the commu-
nities that we serve.  With 
the hiring of these new 
Subway Line Managers, 
we’re taking significant 
steps in demonstrating our 
commitment toward trans-
forming the rider experi-
ence,” said MBTA Gen-
eral Manager and CEO 
Phillip Eng. “In just over 
a year, we’ve maximized 
our efforts while perform-
ing track work, making 
our stations cleaner, saf-

er, and more welcoming. 
I hope riders see and feel 
that improvements are 
happening, and our team 
members, under Dennis 
Varley’s leadership, want 
every rider to take pride 
in their public transit sys-
tem right here in Massa-
chusetts. So, I welcome 
Amanda Bright, Mike 
Brunache, Alexander 
Soto, and Jaleesa Turner 
for being on the team and 
taking on this challenge.”

Elevating Station 
Management Under the 

Chief of Stations
Brought back at the di-

rection of General Manag-
er Eng and MBTA Chief 
of Stations Dennis Varley, 
the Subway Line Man-
ager position furthers the 
MBTA’s efforts to build a 
dynamic stations and fa-
cilities team that can pro-
actively tackle in-station 
challenges. The Subway 
Line Managers report 
to the MBTA’s Deputy 
Chief of Stations within 
the Transit Facilities Man-
agement team led by Var-
ley. These new managers 
– Amanda Bright on the 

Red Line, Mike Brunache 
on the Orange Line, Al-
exander Soto on the Blue 
Line, and Jaleesa Turner 
on the Green Line – will 
ensure that the MBTA’s 
transit stations are main-
tained to meet the needs of 
the community. They will 
report directly to Varley’s 
team, providing continu-
ous feedback and facilitat-
ing improvements based 
on real-time assessments 
of station conditions. 
Subway Line Managers 

Key Responsibilities
Focused on the rider 

experience, Subway Line 
Managers will be respon-
sible for the following on 
each of their respective 
subway lines:

  • Oversee station ap-
pearance: Ensure safety 
and visual appeal and con-
duct regular inspections.

• Report and address 
issues: Identify and report 
station conditions, make 
necessary adjustments as 
needed in order to improve 
rider experience, and co-
ordinate maintenance, re-
pairs, and cleaning with 
relevant departments as 

needed
• Escalate concerns: 

Facilitate repairs and 
promptly escalate any 
safety-related issues.

“I’m looking forward to 
all of the great work we’ll 
accomplish together,” said 
Chief of Stations Varley. 
“Stations are supposed to 
be inviting and efficient 
spaces for our riding pub-
lic and we look forward 
to working together to en-
sure they meet the public’s 
expectations.”
More about the Subway 

Line Managers
Red Line Subway Man-

ager Amanda Bright:
A veteran MBTA 

employee of 17 years, 
Amanda Bright joined the 
MBTA in 2007, holding 
various roles on the Reve-
nue, Vendor Management, 
and Automated Fare Col-
lection teams. Bright holds 
extensive experience in 
coordinating closely with 
the MBTA’s Maintenance 
Control Center, serving 
as a leading inter-depart-
mental liaison, and suc-
cessfully implementing 
projects and assignments. 

She holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Business Manage-
ment from Southern New 
Hampshire University.

Orange Line Subway 
Manager Mike Brunache:

With strong leadership, 
program management, 
and rider communication 
experience, Mike Bru-
nache joins the MBTA 
from Keolis Commuter 
Services (Keolis) where 
he served as a Commuter 
Rail Conductor for the last 
decade, assisting passen-
gers, providing riders with 
information, and answer-
ing questions from the 
public. He holds a Bache-
lor of Science in Business 
Management from New-
bury College.

Blue Line Subway 
Manager Alexander Soto:

Alexander Soto comes 
to the MBTA with 15 years 
of facilities leadership and 
satisfaction experience in 
the academic and health-
care sectors, most recently 
working as an Assistant 
Director of Building Ser-
vices and Event Support 
at Babson College since 
2020 where he ensured 

the service of all on-cam-
pus buildings and facili-
ties. He holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in Communica-
tions from Southern New 
Hampshire University.

Green Line Subway 
Manager Jaleesa Turner:

With over a decade in 
customer service roles, 
Jaleesa Turner also comes 
to the MBTA most recent-
ly from Keolis where she 
first served as an Assistant 
Conductor in 2018 before 
becoming a Manager of 
Terminal Operations in 
2020, working collabora-
tively with internal em-
ployees and departments 
to ensure effective rail 
operations. She holds a 
Master of Business Ad-
ministration from South-
ern New Hampshire Uni-
versity and a Bachelor of 
Science in Communica-
tions from Salem State 
University.

For more information, 
visit mbta.com or connect 
with the T on X  @MBTA, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, 
Instagram  @theMBTA, 
Threads @thembta, or 
TikTok @thembta.

Fresh and Local

It’s the cleanup!
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Many home cooks en-
joy the cooking aspect of 
preparing meals, but they 
don’t want the cleanup. 
We’ve cooked in large, 
mico, and small kitch-
ens, all of which have had 
cleanup issues.

History of Kitchen 
Cleanup

Once upon a time, a 
kitchen had a scullery, a 
room for messy kitchen 
work. Most had sinks for 
hot and cold water and 
were used for washing 
dishes, scrubbing pots, 
pans, and cooking equip-
ment. Back then, there 
were also scullery maids 
who scrubbed their way 
to a higher station in the 
kitchen.

Penny remembers her 
Great-Aunt’s pantry, 
which served the same 
purpose. While Aunt So-
phie cooked a holiday 
meal in her large kitchen, 
helpers cleaned up after 
her in the pantry. Today, 
unless you have a large, 

well-designed kitchen, 
your only helper is a vol-
unteer dishwasher if there 
is space for one or a dish-
washing appliance if you 
have one.

Less Cleanup Begins 
with Shopping

When you begin your 
shopping list for a meal, 
ask yourself if there are 
any ingredients you could 
substitute that would not 
require another pot, pan, 
or preparation step. Some 
minimally processed ex-
amples that we use are 
precooked rice and grains, 
cans or jars of beans and 
lentils, and punchy condi-
ments like preserved lem-
on paste, harissa, tahini, 
and tapenade.

Our second shopping 
trick is to delegate some 
dishes that reheat well to 
one of our favorite take-
out places. Once again 
this year, we’ve ordered 
a fully cooked turkey for 
Thanksgiving that we will 
portion and reheat in sous 
vide packets. Other food 
items made in advance 

will join the turkey in the 
sous vide pot. Sous vide 
cooking requires minimal 
cleanup.

You can also use foil, 
parchment, and silicone 
for easy cleaning. Penny 
often covers a sheet pan 
with both foil and parch-
ment. For the best fit with 
parchment, wet it and 
crinkle it up before you 
put it in place. It is easier 
to mold to your container 
and stays in place better. 
She always uses a silicone 
or parchment liner in our 
air fryer to keep the basket 
clean.

Use One Pan, Sheet Pan, 
or Casserole

Penny is always on 
the lookout for one-pan 
meals. Many cookbooks 
and recipes feature this 
time-saving and clean-
up-saving theme. We also 
maximize the use of cas-
seroles and sheet pans by 
ensuring they are filled 
each time we use them. 
When we want roasted 
potatoes for supper, we’ll 
add squash, sweet pota-

toes, onions, and carrots. 
All of those reheat well 
for another meal. Making 
a double-size casserole is 
often as easy as making a 
smaller one, and you will 
have a second meal or 
something to add to your 
freezer stash.

As you look at a recipe, 
consider if you have one 
pan you could use for each 
step with little or no clean-
ing between ingredients. 
When making a big batch 
of our favorite ground 

beef, mushroom, and len-
til base for many meals, 
Penny cooked the mire-
poix, removed it from the 
pan, cooked the ground 
beef, and removed it, then 
cooked the mushrooms 
and added canned lentils 
and the other cooked in-
gredients. 

One final way to avoid 
having the cook do the 
clean-up is a combination 
of a cook who cleans a 
bit as they go and moving 
soiled items onto a tray 

and out of the kitchen. A 
volunteer can clean these 
items during a long pause 
in active cooking while 
something simmers or 
roasts or after the cook is 
finished with the cooking 
session. 

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Email Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
suggestion.

It’s not the cooking. It’s the clean-up!

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → NOVEMBER - JANUARY← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Please see SPORTS BETTING Page 12

Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
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MBTA announces return of subway line managers
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