
Special to the Record

Roca, the internation-
ally renowned agency led 
by founder and chief exec-
utive officer Molly Bald-
win, is undergoing a $6.2 
million renovation project 
at its main headquarters 
located at 101 Park Street.

Joseph Furnari, site 
director of Roca’s Chel-
sea and Lynn men’s pro-
grams, led the Chelsea 
Record on a guided tour of 
the two-story, facility. The 
changes to the interior are 
awe-inspiring – from the 
familiar reception desk 
that will be moved from 
the bottom of the ramp to 

the front entrance area, to 
the halfcourt basketball 
court, to the new town 
center (gathering space), 
to the spacious corridors, 

Special to the Record

Chelsea City Manag-
er Fidel Maltez recent-
ly announced the hiring 
of Charlie Giuffrida, the 
former Next Stop Revere 
director, as the inaugural 
Director of Athletic Infra-
structure and Sports Tour-
ism in Chelsea.

Maltez said this posi-
tion, strongly supported 
by the City Council, will 
grow sport offerings with 
a specific focus on youth 
development in Chelsea.

Over the past sixteen 
years, Giuffrida has been 
instrumental in developing 
and managing hundreds 
of programs, camps, and 
events that serve residents 
and visitors of all ages for 
the City of Revere. Be-
ginning as a Site Coordi-
nator for Revere Public 
Schools’ after-school and 
summer programs. Gi-

uffrida later advanced to 
Assistant Director of Re-
vere Parks and Recreation 
and subsequently took on 
the role of Director for the 
city’s inaugural Travel and 
Tourism office, Next Stop 
Revere.

Giuffrida has also been 
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Empty Spools Quilters donate trauma pillows to police department

Chelsea schools set to 
open on Wednesday

Special to the Record

The Chelsea Police De-
partment recently accept-
ed a heartfelt donation of 
trauma pillows from the 
“Empty Spools Quilters” 
of the Chelsea Senior 
Center. These handmade 
pillows are designed to 
provide comfort and sup-
port to children who have 
witnessed or experienced 
traumatic events.

Chief Keith E. Hough-
ton expressed deep grati-
tude for the quilters’ gen-
erosity and dedication. 

“These trauma pillows 
will play a crucial role 
in our efforts to support 
children in our communi-
ty during their most vul-
nerable moments,” said 
Houghton. “The compas-
sion and care the ‘Empty 

Spools Quilters’ have put 
into each pillow are truly 
inspiring.”

The trauma pillows, 

uniquely crafted with soft 
fabrics and soothing de-
signs, will be carried in pa-
trol vehicles and available 

at the police station. Offi-
cers will distribute them 
to children in need, pro-

COURTESY PHOTOS

Members of the Empty Spools Quilters from the 
Chelsea Senior Center donating trauma pillows to 
the Chelsea Police Department.

COURTESY PHOTO

Charlie Giuffrida.

By Adam Swift

Summer break is almost 
over for Chelsea students.

The majority of stu-
dents head back to school 
next Wednesday, August 
28 for the first day of 
school.

Wednesday, August 28 
is the first day for students 
in grades one through 12. 
After going to school for 
two days, those students 
will get their first long 
weekend of the year with 

no school on Friday, Au-
gust 30 or Monday, Sept. 
2 for Labor Day.

The first day of school 
for pre-kindergarten and 
kindergarten students is 
Wednesday, Sept. 4.

The district’s new 
teachers have already got-
ten back into the swing of 
things, with new educator 
orientation running from 
August 19-22. The rest of 
the district’s teachers have 

See SCHOOL Page 8

See PILLOWS Page 8

See ROCA Page 9

MURAL PAINTING RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY HELD  AT 
ALOE NATURAL ACAI AND COFFEE SHOP

Special to the Record

Eileen Riestra, princi-
pal and creative director at 
Depict Brands, unveiled a 
beautifully designed mu-
ral during a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony held adjacently 
to Tanairi Garcia’s Aloe 
Natural and Acai Coffee 
Shop in Chelsea.

City Manager Fidel 
Maltez brought the official 
greetings of the city and 
thanked artist Eileen Ri-
estra and business owner 
and City Councilor Tanairi 
Garcia for beautifying the 
area with the extraordinary 
exhibition of artwork.

Chelsea City Manager Fidel Maltez (right) joins mural artist Eileen Riestra (second from left), and mural assistants Eric 
Estrada, and Eyevan, for a photo in front of the “You Are Meant For Greatness” mural on display.

City Councilor and Aloe Natural and Acai Coffee Shop business owner Tanairi Garcia (cen-
ter) joins mural artist Eileen Riestra in cutting the ribbon for the mural located adjacent 
to the coffee shop. Pictured are the many guests, including City Councillor Lisa Santagate 
(back row, far right) who attended the event, and City Manager Fidel Maltez (front row, far 
right).

The Rise of the New Roca 
Full-scale renovation project will transform 

its national headquarters in Chelsea 

Joseph Furnari, Director of 
Roca Chelsea.
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Giuffrida //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chelsea man pleads guilty in 
2021 stabbing death of his wife

Chelsea man arrested in connection with 
bank robberies in JP and Hyde Park

City provides update on Washington Avenue fire

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its last public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 
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See ST. STANISLAUS  Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State Rep. Democratic Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District 
that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the trend in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this time 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professional 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (God Bless You) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years
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Council to take up police and fire union contracts

Special to the Record

Due to the extensive 
damage caused by the six-
alarm fire at 185 Wash-
ington Ave. last week, the 
Chelsea Fire Department 
was unable to determine 
the exact cause of the fire.

Nearly 60 people were 
displaced as a result of the 
fire on Wednesday, Au-
gust 14 in what was one of 
the most destructive resi-
dential fires in the city in 
years. Local fire officials 
are encouraging residents 
to remain vigilant and take 
precautions to prevent 
fires, and note that there 
is information on fire pre-
vention resources at chel-
seama.gov.

Since the fire, the City, 

community partners, and 
state agencies have mobi-
lized to support the fam-
ilies with hotel lodging, 
cash donations for basic 
needs, and meals for each 
day since the incident. Ad-
ditional support includes 
the Recovery Resource 
Center that was hosted 
on Friday, August 16, at 
La Colaborativa and the 
Housing Clinic hosted by 
The Neighborhood Devel-
opers on Monday, August 
19.

As of Tuesday, resi-
dents were scheduled to  
check out from the orig-
inal hotel with the option 
of an extended hotel stay 
for up to two weeks if they 
are unable to stay with 
family or find a housing 

alternative. All impacted 
families have met with 
state officials and those 
that qualify have been 
given the option to enter 
the emergency assistance 
shelter system supported 
by the Commonwealth, 
according to city officials.

City Manager Fidel 
Maltez stated that the city 
is grateful to the Chelsea 
Fire Department, Office 
of Emergency Manage-
ment, the Massachusetts 
Emergency Management 
Agency, Salvation Army, 
Red Cross, La Colabora-
tiva, the Neighborhood 
Developers, and other 
local organizations that 
assembled to collaborate 
and support the Chelsea 
families.

By Adam Swift

The city council held 
a quick special summer 
meeting last week to take 
care of some timely busi-
ness, including moving 
two union contract agree-
ments to its ways and 
means subcommittee.

City Manager Fidel 
Maltez is requesting that 
the council approve new 
contracts for the Chelsea 
Police Superior Officers 
union and the Chelsea 
Firefighters union.

Maltez is also request-
ing that the council ap-
prove the cost items as-
sociated with the settled 
contracts.

The major cost items 
of the agreement with the 
Police Superior Officers 
union are the annual rais-

es for fiscal years 2025 
through 2027.

The contract calls for a 
4 percent raise for FY25, 
a 4 percent raise for FY26, 
and a 3 percent raise for 
FY27.

“In addition, in FY27 
there will be a 1% increase 
to hazardous duty pay,” 
stated Maltez.  “The total 
cost of the contract over 
the three years is approx-
imately $970,000.”

Maltez stated that a 
request to transfer funds 
from the salary reserve 
line will be presented to 
cover the approximate-
ly $173,000 FY25 salary 
cost in the fall. 

The annual raises for 
the firefighters union will 
match those laid out in the 
Police Superior Officers 
union over the course of 

FY25 to FY27.
“In addition, in FY27, 

there will be a change in 
the calculation method for 
the night differential rate,” 
stated Maltez.

The total cost of the 
contract over three years 
is approximately $2.3 mil-
lion, Maltez said.

“Since the contract 
takes effect July 1 and 
the major cost items 
are accounted for in the 
FY25 budget, a request 
to transfer funds from the 
Salary Reserve line will 
be presented to cover the 
approximately $370,000 
FY25 salary cost in the 
fall,” stated Maltez. 

In other business, the 
council approved the war-
rant for the state primaries 
to be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3.

Special to the Record

A Chelsea man was ar-
rested last week in con-
nection with the armed 
robberies of banks in 
Weymouth, Jamaica Plain 
and Hyde Park.   Keywan 
Kelly, 29, was charged 
with three counts of armed 
bank robbery. 

According to the 
charging documents from 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
at approximately 11:52 
a.m. on July 1, 2024, a 
male – later allegedly iden-
tified as Kelly – entered a 
Bank of America branch 
in Weymouth wearing 
gloves and a medical 
mask. Kelly allegedly ap-
proached a teller window 
and pushed a handwritten 
note towards the teller 
demanding $20,000 and 
threatened that he would  
“kill you all,” while point-
ing a firearm at the teller. 

It is alleged that the 
teller then handed Kelly 
$15,000, after which Kel-
ly demanded more and the 
teller gave him addition-
al cash of approximately 
$4,000 to $5,000 before 
leaving the bank. During 
the robbery, Kelly alleged-

ly made verbal threats 
such as, “Run that s**t be-
fore I blow this place up” 
and “I’ll kill all of you.”

Similarly, at approxi-
mately 1:41 p.m. on July 
16, 2024, a male – lat-
er allegedly identified 
as Kelly – entered the 
Rockland Trust Bank in 
Jamaica Plain wearing 
a black balaclava style 
mask, black clothing and 
white latex gloves. Kelly 
allegedly approached the 
teller window and handed 
the teller a note that read, 
“I need 20K no DyPacks 
I have 4 bombs I’ll Kill 
everyone make quick,” 
while brandishing a fire-
arm. Kelly allegedly fled 
the bank on foot after re-
ceiving approximately 
$2,480 in cash from the 
teller. 

It is further alleged that, 
at approximately 10:09 
a.m. on July 26, 2024, 
a male – later allegedly 
identified as Kelly – en-
tered another Rockland 
Trust Bank branch in 
Hyde Park, again wear-
ing a black balaclava style 
mask and gloves. There, 
Kelly allegedly handed the 

teller a handwritten note 
that included words to the 
effect of, “you’re being 
robbed give me cash,” be-
fore pointing a firearm at 
the teller. It is alleged that 
Kelly verbally threatened 
to “shoot” and demanded 
$20,000. Upon receiving 
approximately $3,000 in 
cash, Kelly took back the 
demand note and fled the 
bank. 

A subsequent investi-
gation allegedly identified 
Kelly on the Weymouth 
bank’s video surveillance 
and identified Kelly’s 
fingerprints on the vehi-
cle used as a getaway car 
following the Weymouth 
robbery. The investigation 
also allegedly revealed 
connections between Kel-
ly and vehicles that were 
identified as being in the 
vicinity of the Jamaica 
Plain and Hyde Park banks 
at the time of the robber-
ies. Cell phone location 
data allegedly revealed 
that Kelly’s cell phone 
was present in the vicinity 
of each of the banks near 
the time of the robberies, 
according to the U.S. At-
torney’s Office.

Special to the Record

A Chelsea man will 
serve at least 25 years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
last week to stabbing his 
wife more than 40 times in 
2021 before severely in-
juring himself, according 
to Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden.

Mario Mira 51, plead-
ed guilty to second-de-
gree murder in the De-
cember 11, 2021 death of 
his estranged wife, Paula 
Andrea Ortiz, 47, at her 
Chelsea apartment.  Judge 
Mary Ames sentenced 
Mira to life in prison, with 
parole eligibility after 25 
years.

Members of the Chel-
sea Police Department 
responded to the victim’s 
Stockton Street apartment 
at approximately 4:21 p.m. 
on December 11, 2021. 
There, they located Ortiz, 
who had suffered multiple 
stab and slash wounds. 
She was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

Responders also located 
Mira at the apartment. He 
was transported to Mas-
sachusetts General Hos-
pital with life-threatening 
wounds and was eventual-
ly arraigned in his hospital 
bed. A knife and a boxcut-

ter were found near Mira.
Several of Ortiz’s rela-

tives, including her sister, 
Ana Ortiz, and 17-year-
old daughter, Maria Paz 
Ortiz, delivered victim 
impact statements at last 
week’s sentencing.

“It’s been almost three 
years of constant pan-
ic attacks, PTSD, night-
mares, depression, days 
of not getting out of bed, 
days where I’m mad at the 
world and wonder who to 
blame,” stated Maria Paz 
Ortiz.   “I’ve never really 
felt okay but I forced my-
self to find peace. I had no 
other option, I’m still an-
gry at my dad, but I don’t 
hate him. But now I have 
to explain to my kids why 
grandpa and grandma ar-
en’t with us, I have to re-
tell my story thousands of 
times.

“I still have so many 
questions, but they will 
probably go unanswered,” 
she continued. “I do wish 
my dad had thought about 
us, but I guess these are 
things anger can do to 
you.”

Hayden praised the sur-
vivors for sharing their 
emotions at the sentenc-
ing.  

“These moving and 
heartbreaking words spo-

ken by the people who 
knew and loved Paula An-
drea Ortiz encompass all 
of the tragedy and cruelty 
and endless sorrow of do-
mestic violence, and this 
case was as sad and tragic 
as any domestic violence 
case gets,” Hayden said.

The victims of any 
crime, including domestic 
or sexual violence, should 
call 911 in an emergency. 
SafeLink, a statewide DV 
hotline, can be reached at 
877-785-2020.   SafeLink 
is answered by trained ad-
vocates 24/7 in English, 
Spanish and Portuguese, 
as well as TTY at 877-
521-2601. It also has the 
capacity to provide mul-
tilingual translation in 
more than 140 languages. 
RAINN, the nation’s larg-
est anti-sexual violence 
organization in partner-
ship with more than 1,000 
local sexual assault ser-
vice providers across the 
country, can be reached at 
800-656-4673.

Help is also avail-
able for members of our 
LGBTQ+ community ex-
periencing domestic or 
intimate partner violence 
through The Network/La 
Red by calling 617-742-
4911 or 800-832-1901. 

an active board mem-
ber of the Revere Beach 
Partnership, a volunteer 
organization committed 
to preserving and enhanc-
ing America’s first public 
beach for everyone’s en-
joyment. Since 2017, Gi-
uffrida has been responsi-
ble for creating initiatives 
such as the Revere Beach 
Summer Volleyball Pro-
gram, the Summer Mu-
sic Series, and the New 
Year’s Eve Sculpture 
Stroll. Additionally, Giuf-
frida has served on com-
mittees overseeing the 
International Sand Sculpt-
ing Festival, the Revere 
Beach 5K, and the Kite 
and Art Festival. Giuffri-
da’s contributions, along 
with his role in establish-
ing the George V. Colella 
Community Center, high-
light his commitment to 
community enrichment.

Giuffrida holds a Mas-

ter’s Degree in Athletic 
Administration and is a 
Certified Park and Recre-
ation Professional through 
the National Recreation 
and Park Association, a 
credential that signifies 
the national standard for 
parks and recreation pro-
fessionals.

Giuffrida’s expertise 
is further demonstrated 
through his speaking en-
gagements at conferences 
and several published 
works in Parks and Rec-
reation trade publications, 
focusing on youth devel-
opment, programming, 
and equity.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Charles Giuffrida 
as our inaugural Director 
of Athletic Infrastructure 
and Sports Tourism,” said 
Maltez. “Charles’s ex-
perience in Recreation, 
Tourism and Municipal 
Government makes him 

the ideal candidate for 
this position. Charles will 
work with our incredible 
team and will drive for-
ward our vision for sports 
and tourism initiatives.

“His local and region-
al knowledge will allow 
Charles to hit the ground 
running and bring about 
immediate results to ad-
dress the needs of our res-
idents.”

In this new role, Giuf-
frida will report directly 
to the City Manager and 
will work closely with 
school department lead-
ership. He will work to 
enhance the community’s 
quality of life by building 
partnerships, introducing 
high-quality athletic pro-
gramming, and continual-
ly seeking improvements 
for youth athletics in the 
city.
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partner with developers 
to add mixed-income de-
velopments on LHA land, 
leveraging funds to main-
tain and preserve public 
housing while increasing 
the overall housing sup-
ply.

Housing vulnerable
populations

• $200 million to sup-
port innovative and al-
ternative forms of rental 
housing, including single 
person occupancy (SPO) 
units, transitional and per-
manent housing for people 
experiencing homeless-
ness, housing for seniors 
and veterans, and transi-
tional units for persons 
recovering from substance 
use disorder. 25 per cent 
of funds must be used to 
fund projects which pre-
serve housing for those 
with incomes below 30 
per cent AMI.

• $70 million to support 
the development of appro-
priate community-based 
housing for Department 
of Mental Health (DMH) 
and Department of Devel-
opmental Services (DDS) 
clients

• $60 million to mod-
ify homes of individuals 
or families with disabili-
ties or seniors so that they 
may maintain residency or 
return home from institu-
tional settings.

• $55 million to support 

appropriate housing for 
people with disabilities 
who are not DMH or DDS 
clients.

Housing development
• $800 million for the 

Affordable Housing Trust 
Fund which provides re-
sources to create or pre-
serve affordable housing 
for households earning 
less than 100 per cent of 
AMI.

• $200 million to accel-
erate the development of 
mixed-income multifami-
ly housing.

• $100 million for the 
Middle Income Housing 
Fund which funds housing 
development for house-
holds earning less than 
120 per cent of AMI.

• $100 million for the 
Commonwealth Build-
er program for the con-
struction of affordable 
single-family homes for 
households earning be-
tween 70 and 120 per cent 
of AMI, primarily in Gate-
way Cities.

HousingWorks
• $425 million to sup-

port preservation, new 
construction, and rehabil-
itation projects through 
the Housing Stabilization 
Fund and the Community 
Investment and Preserva-
tion Fund.

• $275 million to con-
solidate the existing 
Transit Oriented Housing 

Program and the Climate 
Resilient Housing Pro-
gram and create a new, 
innovative program to ac-
celerate and unlock new 
housing. 25 per cent of the 
funds must be used to fund 
projects which preserve 
housing for those with in-
comes below 60 per cent 
of AMI.

• $175 million for mu-
nicipal infrastructure proj-
ects to encourage denser 
housing development.

• $50 million to provide 
payments to municipali-
ties that receive a Hous-
ing Choice designation 
through high housing 
production and/or demon-
stration of best practices, 
including a grant program 
to assist MBTA Commu-
nities in complying with 
the multi-family zoning 
requirement in the MBTA 
Communities Law.

• $50 million for grants 
to municipalities for plan-
ning and zoning initia-
tives that support housing 
production, workforce 
training and economic op-
portunities, childcare and 
early education initiatives 
and climate resiliency ini-
tiatives.

• $20 million to provide 
incentive payments to 
municipalities who adopt 
smart growth housing dis-
tricts.

 Inspection Station
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Serving  buyers, sellers, 
and landlords since 2001.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE   
Huang, Jianpeng       	 Kenney, Christine D	 100 Boatswains Way #309     	 $510,000  
Mtt Towers LLC	 100 Everett Realty LLC	 100 Everett Ave #2          	 $800,000  
Pena, Andrea E         	 Tabbut, James C     	 36 Kimball Rd             	 $700,000  

Boston City Councilor 
At-Large Erin Murphy has 
announced her  candidacy 
for Clerk of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. The fol-
lowing is her statement:

“I am Erin Murphy, 
and I am humbly seeking 
your support in the up-
coming Primary Election 
on Tuesday, September 3. 
Over the past three years, 
it has been both an honor 
and a privilege to serve 
the vibrant and diverse 
communities of our great 
City as your At-Large City 
Councilor. I want to share 
with you why I am the best 
choice for Clerk of the Su-
preme Judicial Court for 
Suffolk County.  

• A Record of Results: 
During my time as a leg-
islator on the Boston 
City Council, I have been 
dedicated to delivering 
tangible results for our 
neighborhoods. I have 
consistently lifted the 
voices of my neighbors 
and championed import-
ant causes that directly 
impact our community. 
From advocating for bet-
ter schools, more services 
for our seniors and veter-
ans, safer streets, the cost 
of housing, and delivering 
on constituent services. 
I have demonstrated my 
commitment to improving 
the quality of life for all 
Bostonian’s. 

• Proven Leadership 
and Integrity: My success-
ful career in public service 
and education underscores 
my leadership abilities 
and commitment to ethi-
cal standards. These qual-
ities are crucial for a role 
that demands impartiality, 
transparency, and reliabil-
ity. The Clerk’s role is to 
ensure the smooth oper-
ation of the court system 
by managing documents, 
scheduling, and ensuring 
procedural compliance. 
This is a neutral, adminis-
trative function that does 
not require legal interpre-
tation. Combining these 
factors, I offer a blend 
of practical experience, 

a deep understanding of 
public service, and a per-
sonal commitment to fair-
ness and community. 

• Extensive Public 
Service Experience: My 
tenure as a Boston City 
Councilor, my decades as 
a public-school educator, 
and my lifelong communi-
ty advocacy demonstrates 
my expertise and capa-
bility to handle complex 
administrative tasks, man-
age substantial amounts of 
information, and interact 
with a diverse range of 
people. This experience, 
combined with my strong 
work ethic, shows that I 
am more than capable of 
managing complex re-
sponsibilities and advo-
cating effectively for the 
community. 

• Education Expertise: 
My twenty-four years as 
a Boston Public School 
teacher and special educa-
tion coordinator highlight 
my deep understanding of 
education and administra-
tive processes. Managing 
over 150 IEPs each year 
reflects my organizational 
skills and experience man-
aging extensive records 
and coordinating services. 
It also highlights my atten-
tion to detail, and dedica-
tion to ensuring fair and 
equitable treatment for all 
students. These skills are 
transferable and valuable 
in the administrative role 
of Clerk for the Supreme 
Judicial Court. 

• Accessibility and 
Transparency: Your voice 
matters. I have always 
made it a priority to be 
accessible to residents, at-
tending community meet-
ings in every neighbor-
hood and listening to your 
concerns. It is a priority of 
mine to make sure every-
one feels welcome when 
they access the court. I 
will continue to champi-
on transparency and speak 
my mind to stand up for 
you. 

• Local Knowledge and 
Network: As a citywide 
elected official, I have a 

comprehensive under-
standing of Boston, Win-
throp, Chelsea and Revere, 
and its residents, which 
will be beneficial in a role 
that requires close inter-
action with the public and 
various legal stakeholders. 
My existing relationships 
and network in the com-
munity will help facilitate 
smoother operations and 
improved communication. 

• Single Parent perspec-
tive: My experience as a 
single mom adds a unique 
and empathetic perspec-
tive. It demonstrates my 
resilience, ability to bal-
ance multiple responsibil-
ities, and commitment to 
making decisions that pos-
itively impact families and 
individuals.  

• Bostonian Through 
and Through: I love our 
city, and I am deeply com-
mitted to its future. As a 
lifelong Bostonian, Bos-
ton Public School teacher, 
former BPS student, BPS 
parent, and a single mom 
who raised her four chil-
dren here, I understand 
our unique challenges and 
opportunities, and I will 
continue to be dedicated 
to making not just Boston, 
but all of Suffolk County 
a better place for all of us! 

On September 3, I ask 
for your vote for Clerk 
of the Supreme Judicial 
Court. I believe you; the 
people of Boston, Chel-
sea, Winthrop, and Revere 
deserve an elected official 
who is committed to pro-
viding access to justice 
and will bring transparen-
cy and accountability to 
the role. When you vote 
for me, you know exactly 
what you are getting. I will 
bring the same work ethic 
and integrity that marked 
my time in the classroom 
as a Boston Public School 
teacher, and as a legis-
lator on the Boston City 
Council. Together, we can 
achieve remarkable things 
for Suffolk County. Thank 
you for your trust and sup-
port.”

On the Campaign Trail

Erin Murphy announces her  candidacy 
for Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court

ZBA makes quick work of August agenda
By Adam Swift

During its August meet-
ing last week, the zoning 
board of appeals moved 
several larger projects to 
its September and October 
meetings.

The board also ap-
proved several special 
permits for projects that 
had previously been be-
fore it and had positive 
recommendations from 
the planning board.

A hearing on a special 
permit and variance for a 
battery energizer storage 
facility at 284 Eastern 
Ave. was moved to the 
board’s Oct. 8 meeting.

A hearing to demolish 
an existing garage and 
construct a two-family 
dwelling at 57 Palmer 

St. was continued to the 
board’s September meet-
ing. The board also moved 
a hearing to create addi-
tional parking spaces at 11 
John St. to the September 
meeting.

The board did approve 
a special permit for 49 
Harvard St. to create ad-
ditional living space by 
constructing a rear addi-
tion and raising the third 
floor roof. The applicant 
made some minor chang-
es to the plan, including 
adding a turret, since first 
appearing before the zon-
ing board earlier this year.

Also approved was 
a request to convert a 
two-family dwelling into 
a three-family dwelling at 
53 Heard St. The planning 

board recommended ap-
proval of the special per-
mit at its July meeting.

The board also opened 
the public hearing for a 
special permit for a beau-
ty salon and permanent 
makeup shop at 32 Central 
Ave. The business would 
occupy 1,900 square feet 
of the second floor of the 
building.

Applicant Karen Geor-
gina Tejada Avelar said 
there would be three work 
areas with sinks and a re-
ception area as part of the 
business.

The project will go be-
fore the planning board on 
August 24 before coming 
back to the zoning board 
for a potential final vote 
on Sept. 10.

The Massachusetts 
Legislature has passed the 
Affordable Homes Act, 
the largest housing invest-
ment in Massachusetts 
history and a powerful 
first step in tackling the 
state’s housing affordabil-
ity crisis. On August 6th, 
Governor Healey signed 
this historic bill into law.

The legislation autho-
rizes $5.16 billion in bond 
authorizations and tax 
credits to spur housing 
production in Massachu-
setts, while implementing 
sweeping policy initia-
tives to facilitate the de-
velopment of affordable 
housing and preserve pub-
lic housing in Massachu-
setts.

“I am excited to see this 
transformative investment 
addressing the housing 
crisis pass through the 
legislature and signed into 
law,” said  Senator DiDo-
menico, Assistant Ma-
jority Leader of the Mas-
sachusetts Senate. “This 
bill will repair and create 
housing, help countless 
individuals find the home 
they need, and ensure peo-
ple can continue to live 
in the community they 
have lived in their en-
tire lives. I want to thank 
Governor Healey, Senate 
President Spilka, Senator 
Rodrigues, and Senator 
Edwards for bringing this 
ambitious plan to life and 
shepherding it through the 
legislative process.”

To help municipali-

ties convert commercial 
properties into multi-unit 
residential or mixed-use 
properties, the bill makes 
project sponsors eligible 
for a tax credit of up to 
10 percent of the develop-
ment costs upon comple-
tion of a project.

The bill includes a new 
tax credit to incentivize 
production of homeowner-
ship units targeting house-
holds with incomes of up 
to 120 per cent of the area 
median income (AMI). It 
also makes permanent the 
Community Investment 
Tax Credit (CITC) while 
expanding the statewide 
cap on donations from 
$12 million to $15 mil-
lion. Further, it extends 
the sunset of the Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Cred-
it through December 31, 
2030, while increasing 
the total available amount 
from $55 million to $110 
million.

Among the many policy 
initiatives included in the 
bill to create more housing 
is a provision to permit 
one accessory dwelling 
unit (ADU) equal to or 
less than 900 square feet 
to be built by-right on a 
property in single-family 
zoning districts in all Mas-
sachusetts communities. 
The bill further provides 
consumer protections to 
help prevent homeowners 
from being pressured into 
waiving a home inspec-
tion, protects tenants who 
have a years-old evic-
tion record from having 
that record held against 
them when securing new 
housing, gives seasonal 
communities new tools to 
tackle their unique hous-
ing challenges, and pro-
tects renters from having 
their unit redeveloped into 
a condominium.

Bond authorizations in-
clude:

Public housing
• $2 billion to support 

the repair, rehabilitation, 
and modernization of 
over 43,000 public hous-
ing units across Massa-
chusetts, with 25 per cent 
of the funds dedicated to 
preserve housing for those 
with incomes below 30 
percent AMI.

• $150 million to decar-
bonize the public housing 
stock and $15 million for 
accessibility upgrades.

• $200 million to sup-
port Local Housing Au-
thorities (LHAs) who 

Senator DiDomenico speak-
ing on the floor while the 
housing bond bill was be-
ing debated in the Senate.

DiDomenico announces passage of largest housing investment in State history
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THANK YOU, ATTORNEY 
GENERAL CAMPBELL

We’d like to express our congratulations, and thanks, 
to Mass. Attorney General Andrea Campbell for her ef-
forts in securing the recent landmark $600 million set-
tlement with the major tobacco product companies. In 
addition to the $600 payment this year, the agreement 
calls for the companies to make annual payments in the 
years ahead.

This settlement comes on the heels of a comprehen-
sive agreement Campbell’s office reached last year with 
JUUL, the e-cigarette manufacturer, whose products 
have proven attractive to our nation’s youth to such an 
extent that an estimated two million middle school and 
high school students used those highly-addictive nico-
tine devices in 2023 alone.

These and previous agreements seek to hold the to-
bacco manufacturers accountable for their marketing 
practices that directly have targeted our nation’s youth 
for decades (remember the infamous Joe Camel ads 
from the late 1980s?) with the express goal of churning 
out successive new generations of nicotine addicts.

The direct harm caused by tobacco products, whether 
they be cigarettes, cigars, e-cigarettes, tobacco leaves, 
or chewing tobacco, have long made them the greatest 
single source of public health problems in our country 
for generations, including lung cancer, throat cancer, 
emphysema, high-blood pressure, and cardiovascu-
lar disease. In fact, despite all of the progress we have 
made in reducing tobacco use in our country, lung can-
cer remains the leading cause of cancer deaths among 
both men and women in the United States and tobacco 
use is linked to 400,000 deaths in the U.S. each year.

Tobacco use also has a hidden and even more perni-
cious effect: Contrary to popular belief that existed for 
decades that marijuana was a “gateway” drug leading 
to stronger drug use, studies conducted both in England 
and in this country (by the Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Health) have shown that it is cigarette smoking 
at a young age that is most-predictive of a person’s risk 
of using illegal drugs later in life.

For our part, we take great satisfaction in the sea-
change in the way that society views the use of tobac-
co products. Our newspapers won awards in the early 
and mid-1990s from the New England Press Assoc. and 
the Mass. Press Assoc. for our investigative stories and 
editorials regarding the ways in which local boards of 
health thwarted public health initiatives regarding to-
bacco use in public places. We also were honored by 
the Mass. Cancer Society in two successive years for 
our advocacy urging federal, state, and local leaders to 
recognize the need to regulate tobacco use in our soci-
ety.

We applaud Attorney General Campbell for her ef-
forts in bringing the tobacco companies to heel for 
the damage they have done to so many families in our 
country. Although the hundreds of millions of dollars 
from these settlements will not bring back any of our 
loved ones who suffered and died prematurely because 
of their tobacco use, hopefully the funds will educate 
future generations to prevent them from becoming ad-
dicted to tobacco products of any kind.

A GREAT SUMMER 
FOR THE GARDEN

Thanks to our mild winter, this past spring season 
was the most glorious in many years in our area. The 
early profusion of daffodils and tulips was followed by 
a gorgeous display of flowering crabapple trees, mag-
nolias, and dogwoods, as well as our azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons, which bloomed fully and profusely.

This also was the best season we can remember for 
our hydrangeas, which benefited from the lack of winter 
cold-snaps that can prove lethal for the vulnerable tips 
of the plant that are the blossom. (We use an anti-desic-
cant spray on ours in order to provide some protection 
from winter’s chill, but even that does not shield them 
when temperatures plunge into the single digits, which 
we avoided this past winter.)

However, the best part of our gardening efforts have 
come with the bounteous harvest of our tomatoes and 
other vegetables over the past six weeks. We planted 
our seedlings the weekend before Memorial Day, with 
the cherry tomatoes ripening in the first week of July. 
These days we only have a small patio in front of our 
condo, so we plant all of our veggies in large containers 
(which have the added benefit of keeping them out of 
the reach of the rabbits), but we have had more toma-
toes, both cherries and the big ones, as well as cucum-
bers and summer squash, than we ever have had in our 
decades of growing vegetables.  

So yes, climate change, which is bringing us warmer 
ocean and air temperatures and milder winters, is not 
a good thing. But we have to admit that our delicious 
tomatoes, which taste just so much better when they 
come fresh from the garden than anything you can buy 
in a store and which benefit from our record-setting hot 
and humid summers, bring us a simple yet profound joy 
each and every day.

AUTHOR JAKE SMALL’S BOOK RELEASE PARTY HELD AT 
KUSHALA SIP COFFEE HOUSE  

Author Jake Small 
joined local residents in 
celebrating the release of 
his debut book, “For Ev-
ery Black Boy,” Saturday 
at an event hosted by the 
Kushala Sip Coffee Shop.

Small is a TedX speak-
er, researcher, and state 
agency educator whose 
new book is a powerful 

and deeply personal narra-
tive focusing on the com-
plexities of race, identity 
and Black childhood.

Joel Ross hosted the 
event during which Mr. 
Small spoke about his new 
book and autographed 
copies of the book for the 
many guests who attended 
the celebration.

Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson, the dean of Chelsea city 
government who grew up on Arlington Street, congratu-
lates author Jake Small on the release of his debut book, 
“For Every Black Boy.”

City Councilor Manuel Teshe welcomes author Jake Small 
to the city for his book launch and talk.

Dalia Valencia, owner of Kushala Sip Coffee House, 140 
Pearl St., greets author Jake Small at the celebration for his 
new book.

Author Jake Small and his team of volunteers are pictured at the book launch and talk held Aug. 17 at Kushala Sip Coffee 
House in Chelsea.
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(StatePoint) The ex-
citement of a new school 
year unfolds each year 
when families flood the 
superstore aisles to buy 
classroom supplies, tape 
afterschool schedules on 
the fridge and organize 
carpools with friends.

Common to each family 
is a desire for children to 
remain healthy, active and 
ready to learn.

To prepare children and 
teens to be at their best – 
physically, mentally, so-
cially and emotionally – 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) recom-
mends regular visits with 
the pediatrician, as well as 
immunizations that help 
keep all family members 
healthy. Recent outbreaks 
of measles, a highly conta-
gious disease, have shown 
how quickly some infec-
tious diseases can spread 
within a community.

“The best way to 
strengthen a child’s im-
mune system and keep 

them healthy is by getting 
them vaccinated,” said 
pediatrician, Dr. David 
M. Higgins. “An illness 
like measles can keep 
children home and away 
from school and activities 
for days. Immunizations 
allow children to enjoy 
learning, playing and get-
ting together with friends 
and family.”

As of June 13, 2024, a 
total of 151 U.S. measles 
cases were reported this 
year-to-date in 21 differ-
ent states, according to the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. These 
recent measles outbreaks 
have affected unvaccinat-
ed people. Choosing to 
not vaccinate your chil-
dren not only leaves them 
susceptible to measles, 
but also exposes other 
children to this potential-
ly serious disease. This 
includes infants who are 
too young to be vaccinat-
ed and those who are un-
able to be vaccinated due 

to other health conditions.
“Everyone in our com-

munity deserves to be 
healthy, and part of being 
healthy means getting im-
munized for all illnesses, 
including influenza and 
COVID-19 and, if eligi-
ble, respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV). It benefits all 
of us if every child in our 
community is vaccinated, 
because it means that all 
of us are more likely to be 
healthy,” says Dr. Higgins.

Families can also stop 
the spread of infection by 
encouraging hand washing 
with children throughout 
the day. Help or remind 
them to wash their hands:

Before eating (includ-
ing snacks)

• After a trip to the bath-
room

• Whenever they come 
in from playing outdoors

• After touching an ani-
mal, like a family pet

• After sneezing or 
coughing if they cover 
their mouth

• When someone in the 
household is ill

The AAP calls for the 
immunization of all chil-
dren and adolescents ac-
cording to its policy, Rec-
ommended Immunization 
Schedules for Children 
and Adolescents Aged 18 
Years or Younger, United 
States. More information 
can be found at healthy-
children.org.

“Your pediatrician can 
answer any questions 
about recommended vac-
cines and when your child 
needs them,” Dr. Higgins 

said. “There is a sched-
ule for their recommend-
ed timing because that is 
when research has shown 

they are most effective 
during a child’s develop-
ment.”

TRANSDEL CORP.
Good Luck in School this year!

Have a Good Year in School!
(617) 884-5201 

37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150THE EASTERN SALT CO.

Welcome Back to School!

Wishing you a 
successful 

& peaceful 2024-2025 
school year

from Senator Sal DiDomenico & Familyfrom Senator Sal DiDomenico & Family

Story & Photo by Marianne Salza

In the parlor of her pas-
tel yellow, Prattville home 
– with its wooden porch 
swing and encircling, lush 
garden -- Marsha John-
son practices a piece that 
she performs along with a 
small chorus during Sun-
day mass at the First Bap-
tist Church, in Woburn. 
As her fingers press upon 
the keys of her concert 
grand Steinway piano, the 
dangling prisms of a vin-
tage, crystal lamp sitting 
atop the piano’s lid sway 
imperceptibly from the 
vibrations of the gospel 
song. 

That whimsical space 
-- where she and her 
conductor and compos-
er husband, Herman 
Weiss, have shared for 27 
years -- is abundant with 
shelves of sheet music. 
The living room is dec-
orated with hand-sewn, 
tropical bird-patterned 
curtains that embellish 
the seven-foot-tall win-
dows, and hang from a 
rod that Johnson clever-
ly constructed from PVC 
pipes and fabric-covered 

tennis ball finials. A harp 
that Johnson painted with 
leaves and pink and purple 
flowers sits at the far end 
of the piano. This is Prat-
tville Voice Studio, where 
Johnson offers one-on-one 
voice lessons to teenage 
and adult students. 

“I am ready and eager 
to teach,” says Johnson, 
a professional, classical 
singer. “It’s individual-

ized, based on the person’s 
language, whether they’re 
doing an audition, a solo, 
or they’ve had lessons and 
want polish.”

Johnson believes that 
posture is crucial to pro-
jecting one’s voice; and 
that one’s body will pro-
vide a singer with as much 
breath as a phrase requires. 
She instructs students to 
balance their bodies so 

that they are completely 
relaxed. Johnson advises 
them to keep their backs 
straight, align themselves 
for ease of motion, raise 
their chests, and rest their 
arms beside them as they 
take a natural breath. 

“The person really 
teaches themselves, and 
the teacher is there to 
guide,” explains Johnson. 
“I have a particular meth-

od based on Blair McClo-
sky. It is about postural 
balance and relaxation, so 
the body does all the work. 
If you put tension in your 
body, you put tension in 
the [vocal] cords.”

The most gratifying 
moment for Johnson as a 
music teacher is seeing her 
students succeed, and their 
revelations when they be-
gin to understand her les-
sons and techniques. 

“The philosophy is 
about expression and 
bringing out the best in 
people. It’s about being au-
thentic as a singer,” John-
son describes. “It’s about 
finding the repertoire that 
suites your voice.” 

Johnson earned a degree 
in voice from Whittenberg 
University, in Springfield, 
Ohio, where she grew up. 
She also attended the New 
England Conservatory, 
where she earned a mas-
ter’s degree in voice, in 
addition to her master’s in 
expressive music therapy 
from Lesley University. 

A pioneer in the field, 
Johnson has helped peo-
ple heal through music 
therapy for 30 years. She 

worked for the state of 
Massachusetts, serving in-
dividuals with intellectual 
disabilities, and provided 
hospice music therapy for 
residents of Chelsea Jew-
ish Lifecare. 

“I was providing music 
and drawing them together 
through socialization, and 
playing drums and piano,” 
says Johnson, who studied 
neurological music thera-
py. “It builds new neural 
pathways for people with 
strokes, autism, and Par-
kinson’s.”

Johnson and Weiss, 
congregational members 
of Temple Emmanuel, can 
be heard playing piano 
and singing with the rabbi 
during Jewish high hol-
idays. Johnson hopes to 
perform locally at library 
concert series, and will 
be in a recital at the First 
Baptist Church, Woburn, 
this fall. 

Prattville Voice Studio 
is located at 31 Franklin 
Street, Chelsea. Contact 
Marsha Johnson at Mar-
shaJohnson194@gmail.
com, or (617) 301-3999 
for more information.  

Prattville Voice Studio is about expression and bringing out the best in people

Professional classical singer, Marsha Johnson, in the piano parlor of Prattville Voice Studio.

Start the school year strong and prevent illness in children

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Userba011d64_201 / iStock via Getty 
Images Plus
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Miller to motivate kids to 
strengthen writing skills:
Present Writing as Fun

Especially for students 

between the ages of 8-12, 
who have developed basic 
writing skills but may not 
have a defined sense of 

what it means to be a “writ-
er,” it is essential to create 
positive associations with 
the act of writing.

To accomplish this, you 
can teach writing through 
gamified, collaborative 
and imaginative activi-
ties. For example, you can 
guide kids through the pro-
cess of writing a series of 
“telephone stories.” With 
students sitting in a cir-
cle, have each one write 
an opening sentence on a 
piece of paper, and then 
pass the paper to the stu-
dent to their right. Each 
student should continue the 
story by adding a sentence 
to the page, and then pass 
the paper a second time. 
This process repeats until 
each student has their orig-
inal paper again.

Provide Engaging 
Materials

When kids’ writing 
practice only comes from 
dry textbooks, it is difficult 
to create positive associa-
tions with writing. Experts 

scription coverage and 
more. Use CFP Board’s 
salary calculator to find 
out what you can poten-
tially earn as a financial 
planner and see the differ-
ence CFP® certification 
can make.

How does CFP® certi-

fication help your future 
clients? As a CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLAN-
NER® professional, your 
role will be to provide 
clients with competent, 
ethical advice. Thanks to 
the education you’ll gain 
while pursuing certifica-
tion, you’ll be able to de-
liver that counsel holisti-
cally and with confidence. 
And as a fiduciary, you’ll 
also be committed to put-
ting your clients’ best in-
terests first.

What are the profes-
sional advantages of 
CFP® certification? Sta-
tistics show that those who 
work with CFP® profes-
sionals are not only more 
satisfied customers, but 
they are also more likely 
to recommend their ad-
visor to their friends and 

family, making certifica-
tion a smart way to build 
and maintain your portfo-
lio of clients. Certification 
also puts your name in 
front of 900,000 searches 
on LetsMakeaPlan.org, 
the consumer website of 
the CFP® Board, as well 
as opens up opportunities 
to continue building your 
skills and to network with 
peers and mentors.

Why is financial plan-
ning a great career choice 
for parents? A career as a 
CFP® professional can 
provide tremendous flex-
ibility when it comes to 
work-life balance. With 
a wide range of employ-
ers hiring financial plan-
ners — and opportunities 
to work for yourself — 
you’ll be able to select a 
path that aligns with your 

lifestyle needs, whether 
that means working a hy-
brid schedule or setting 
your own hours. In fact, 
CFP® professionals have 
a median 21 days of paid 
time off annually, and 
many work at least part of 
their time from home.

How do you get started? 
The CFP® certification 
process is a self-paced 
course of study that gener-
ally takes 18 to 24 months 
to complete. It involves 
coursework, an exam, 
work experience and rig-
orous ethics requirements. 
To get started today, visit 
getcfpcertified.org.

As the kids head back 
to school, consider turning 
over a new leaf by invest-
ing in your financial plan-
ning career.

Accepting students for:
Classical, Semi-Classical, Musicals, 
R&B, Religious, Audition Readiness.     

Superb Instruction 
For Your Unique Voice.

Marsha Johnson, M.M., M.A., MT-BC, LMHC

Call for a 
Free 30-min. 

In-Person 
Consultation

617-201-3999

Marshajohnson194@Gmail.Com

• Fri, Aug. 23rd 4 — 8:00 p.m.
• Sat, Aug. 24th  10 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
• Mon, Aug. 26th 4 — 8:00 p.m. 
• Weds, Aug. 28th 4 — 8:00 p.m.

• GYMNASTICS
• JAZZ
• HOP HOP
• TAP

• BALLET
• HEELS
• CONTEMPORARY
• LYRICAL

• BOYS CLASSES
•COMBO 
CLASSES
& MORE

SHEILA ROSANIO
SCHOOL OF DANCE 
& GYMNASTICS
CLASSES START SEPTEMBER 3RD!
     AGES START AT 2 ½

WWW.SHEILAROSANIO.COMWWW.SHEILAROSANIO.COM
SHEILAROSANIO@GMAIL.COMSHEILAROSANIO@GMAIL.COM

233 WASHINGTON AVE., REVERE 
781-771-9758       781-284-4060

OPEN HOUSE &
REGISTRATION 

Lasting Friendships Are Formed at the 
Dance Studio

CLASSES
START SEPT. 9

REGISTER ONLINE: BEVERLYRICHARDSDANCECENTER.COM
OR IN PERSON: MON. aug. 26 4-6:30p | TUES. aug. 27 6-7:30p

969 Bennington Street, Orient Heights, East Boston
Studio of National Grand Champions      617-567-1660

FOR THE LOVE of DANCE

Beverly Richards Dance CenterBeverly Richards Dance Center

42 Years
of Quality

DANCE 
EDUCATION

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip Hop, Pre-School combo, Acro, Cheer Gym, Modern
Contemporary, Pointe, Musical Theatre, Pageantry * Solo Instruction * *Competitive Training *

Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip Hop, Pre-School combo, Acro, Cheer Gym, Modern
Contemporary, Pointe, Musical Theatre, Pageantry * Solo Instruction * *Competitive Training *

PERFORMING ARTS FOR ALL AGES - ALL LEVELS

Back to School

(StatePoint) With the 
first day of school just 
around the corner, it’s 
important for students to 
arrive with confidence in 
footwear that meets their 
style and function needs.

To help make school 
shopping a bit easier, Rack 
Room Shoes is offering 
families advice about this 
back-to-school season’s 
top shoe trends:

1. Elevated: From col-
or-blocked to classic-in-
spired sneakers, your fa-
vorite brands like Nike, 
Converse, Vans and Crocs 
are offering trends that 
will complement a vari-
ety of outfits, and become 
wardrobe staples.

2. Retro: Take a step 
back in time with retro and 
Y2K looks from Adidas, 

Puma and New Balance. 
These brands offer an as-
sortment of designs and 
take it back old school.

3. Comfy: Staying in-
doors or lounging in the 
dorm? Crocs, HEYDUDE 
and Birkenstock offer laid-
back, comfortable choices 
ranging from fuzzy-lined 
styles to lightweight and 
flexible cushion slides.

4. Bold: Want your first 
impression to be memora-
ble? Glitter, embellished 
toe caps and a wide se-
lection of bright colors 
are your best friends. And 
this season’s collabora-
tions with Sanrio, Disney 
and My Little Pony bring 
favorite characters to life. 
You’ll be sure to find your 
pair of statement makers.

5. Sporty Accessories: 

Be in style and learn with 
style. For this school year, 
choose a backpack from a 
variety of colors, patterns, 
materials and brands. 
Rack Room Shoes has 
backpacks with the needed 
space for every textbook, 
laptop or water bottle; 
featuring padded shoulder 
straps or a back panel for 
comfortable carrying.

For more back-to-
school style inspiration, 
visit a Rack Room Shoes 
in your area or online at 
rackroomshoes.com.

Whether it’s to make a 
bold first impression, raise 
the bar, or let old school 
meet new school, the right 
pair of shoes can give kids 
the confidence they need 
to step into a brand new 
school year.

Your back to school style starts here

It’s important for students to arrive with confidence in footwear that meets their style and 
function needs.

Back to school for parents: Becoming a financial planner
(StatePoint) With kids 

beginning a new school 
year, you may be won-
dering how to further 
your own education and 
career. Whether you’re al-
ready in financial services 
or thinking of chang-
ing careers, here’s what 
you need to know about 
earning CERTIFIED FI-
NANCIAL PLANNER® 
certification, the standard 
of excellence in financial 
planning:

Is CFP® certification 
right for you? If you wish 
to embark on a successful 
financial planning career, 
then yes, CFP® certifica-
tion is right for you. Any-
one can call themselves 
a financial planner, but a 
CFP® professional has 
the education and expe-
rience to provide compe-
tent, ethical financial plan-
ning. CFP® certification 
can help advance your 
career.

What are the financial 
benefits of CFP® certifi-
cation? The demonstrated 

expertise and commitment 
to high ethical standards 
required of CFP® profes-
sionals gives them a com-
petitive edge – one that 
they are highly compen-
sated for. In fact, CFP® 
professionals earn 12% 
more than other finan-
cial professionals. They 
can also expect to receive 
comprehensive employ-
ee benefits amounting to 
thousands of additional 
dollars in value each year, 
such as health, dental and 
disability insurance, pre-

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) vichie81 / iStock via Getty Images Plus

(StatePoint) No matter 
the career path students 
pursue, writing and com-
munication skills are es-
sential to success. Wheth-
er a student identifies as a 
“math kid,” a “sports kid,” 
or even a “reading kid,” 
writing doesn’t always 
come naturally.

Parents and teachers 
need to be creative in how 
they present writing, so 
students feel personally 
motivated to develop their 
skills.

“Almost any student 
is capable of becoming a 
strong, passionate writ-
er,” says Rowana Miller, 
founder and Executive Di-
rector of creative writing 
education nonprofit Cos-
mic Writers. “The trick is 
in connecting writing to 
the activities, subjects and 
ideas that already excite 
them.”

Here are some tips from 

Tips to help students be better writers

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) monkeybusinessimages / iStock via Getty Images Plus

See WRITERS Page 8
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No School
All schools closed - Teacher Day
Early Release Day - Educator PD

13

16

2025

18

21

Chelsea Public Schools
2024-2025 District Calendar 

August September
2024

October November December

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29

6

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20

23 24 26 27

30

M  T  W  T  F

 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 17

21 22 23 24 25

28 29

1*

4 5 6 7 8

11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22

25 26** 27 28

January February March

April May June

M  T  W  T  F

2 3

6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24*

27 28 29

M  T  W  T  F

1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25

28 29

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

2 3 4 5 6

9 10 11 12

16 17 19 20

23 24 25 26 27

3 4

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

10 11 12 13 14**

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28*

31

7

This calendar may be altered at the discretion of the Chelsea School Committee and/or the administration.  Depending on the
number of Snow Days, the students' last day may be June 17th & educators' last day may be June 18th.       

Adopted by the Chelsea School Committee on March 7, 2024

18

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

*1st Quarter: November 1, 2024
*2nd Quarter: January 24, 2025

*3rd Quarter: March 28, 2025 
*4th Quarter: June 17, 2025

25

6

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 19 20

25 26 27

30 31

1

** 1st Trimester: November 26, 2024
** 2nd Trimester: March 14, 2025

** 3rd Trimester: June 17, 2025 

No School ONLY for Pre-K & K for Conferences  

30

3 4 52

30 31 29

2 3 4 5

2423

30 31

5 76 3 4 5 6

30

18

30

August                  
19-22             
26 & 27          
28                  
30                  

September 
2                     
4                    
25                   

October 
14                  
23                   

November 
1                     
5                     
11                   
26                   
27-29              

December 
11                   
11 & 12          
23-31            

January 
1                     
20                     
24                   

February 
12                   
17-21              

March
14                  
19                   
26 & 27          
28                  

April 
18                   
21-25              

May 
26                   

June 
17                   
                   
19

                
New Educator Orientation            
Educator PD Days #1 & #2          
First Day of School Grades 1-12                 
No School                  

No School Labor Day                     
First Day of School Pre-K & K                    
No-School-Educator PD Day #3                  

No School-Indigenous Peoples’ Day           
Early Release Day for PD                   

 
End of Quarter 1                     
No School-Educator PD Day #4                  
No School-Veterans Day                   
End of Trimester 1                   
No School-Thanksgiving Break              

 
Early Release Day for PD                   
Pre-K & K Conferences          
No School- December Break            

 
No School-New Year’s Day                     
No School- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day       
End of Quarter of 2                  

 
Early Release Day for PD                   
No School-February Break              

End of Trimester 2                  
Early Release Day for PD                   
Pre-K & K Conferences          
End of Quarter 3                  

No School                  
No School-April Break              

 
No School-Memorial Day                   

 
Day 180-Potential Last day for students;
Day 185-June 25th                   
No School-Juneteenth                   

Não há escola
Não há escola - Dia do Educador
Dia de lançamento antecipado para PD
Não há escola APENAS para Pre-K e K para
conferências

13

16

2025

18

21

Escolas Públicas de Chelsea
2024-2025 Calendário Distrital 

Agosto Setembro
2024

Outubro Novembro Dezembro

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29

6

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20

23 24 26 27

30

M  T  W  T  F

 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 17

21 22 23 24 25

28 29

1*

4 5 6 7 8

11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22

25 26** 27 28

Janeiro Fevereiro Março

Abril Maio Junho

M  T  W  T  F

2 3

6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24*

27 28 29

M  T  W  T  F

1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25

28 29

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

2 3 4 5 6

9 10 11 12

16 17 19 20

23 24 25 26 27

3 4

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

10 11 12 13 14**

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28*

31

7

Este calendário pode ser alterado a critério do Comitê Escolar de Chelsea e/ou da administração. Dependendo do número de dias
de neve, o último dia dos alunos pode ser 17 de junho e o último dia dos educadores pode ser 18 de junho.

Adotado pelo Comitê Escolar de Chelsea em 7 de março, 2024
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M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

M  T  W  T  F

*1º Trimestre: 1 de novembro de 2024
*2º trimestre: 24 de janeiro de 2025
*3º Trimestre: 28 de março de 2025
 *4º trimestre: 17 de junho de 2025

25

6

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 19 20

25 26 27

30 31

1

*1º trimestre: 26º de novembro de 2024
*2º trimestre: 14 de março de 2025
*3º trimestre: 17 de junho de 2025

30

3 4 52

30 31 29

2 3 4 5

2423

30 31

5 76 3 4 5 6

30

18

30

Agosto
19-22           
26 & 27        

28                
30                

Setembro
2                   
4                   
25                 

Outubro
14                 
23                 

Novembro
1                    
5                   

11                  
26                  
27-29             

Dezembro
11                  
11 & 12          
23-31             

Janeiro
1                     
20                   

24                   

Fevereiro
12                   
17-21            

março
14                  
19                  
26 & 27         
28                  

Abril
18                  
21-25            

Maio
26                  

Junho
17                    

19                    

Orientação para Novos Educadores           
Dias # 1 e #2 Desenvolvimento Profissional
para Educadores
Primeiro Dia de Escola; Grados 1-12              
Não há escola                

Día de Trabalho - No hay Clases          
Primer Día de Clases Pre-K & K                   
Não há escola - Desenvolvimento
Profissional para Educadores Dia #3

Día de los Povos Indígenas - Não há escola
Dia de lançamento antecipado para PD         

Fim do trimestre 1            
Não há escola- Desarrollo Desenvolvimento
Profissional para Educadores Dia #4              
Día de los Veteranos -Não há escola              
Fim do semestre 1                  
Feriado de Ação de Graças - Não há escola
             

Dia de lançamento antecipado para PD         
Conferências de Pre Kínder e Kínder          
Férias de Dezembro- Não há escola            

Día de Ano Novo - Não há escola                   
Não há escola- Día del 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.                   
Fim do trimestre 2                   

Dia de lançamento antecipado para PD         
Férias de Fevereiro - Não há escola           

Fim do semestre 2                  
Dia de lançamento antecipado para PD         
Conferências de Pre Kínder e Kínder         
Fim do trimestre 3                  

Não há escola              
Não há escola-Férias de Abril           

Día Memorial-Não há escola                  

Possível último dia para alunos; 
Dia 185: 25 de junho
Não há escola- dezesseis de junho

No hay clases
Todas las escuelas cerradas - Día del Educador
Día de Salida Temprano para PD

13

16

2025

18

21

 Escuelas Públicas de Chelsea
2024-2025 Calendario del Distrito

agosto septiembre
2024

octubre noviembre diciembre

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29

6

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20

23 24 26 27

30

L  M M J  V

 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 17

21 22 23 24 25

28 29

1*

4 5 6 7 8

11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22

25 26** 27 28

enero febrero marzo

abril mayo junio

L M M J  V

2 3

6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24*

27 28 29

L M M J  V

1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11

14 15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25

28 29

1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

2 3 4 5 6

9 10 11 12

16 17 19 20

23 24 25 26 27

3 4

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

10 11 12 13 14**

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28*

31

7

Este calendario puede modificarse a discreción del Comité Escolar de Chelsea y/o la administración. Dependiendo de la cantidad de
Días de Nieve, el último día de los estudiantes puede ser el 17 de junio y el último día de los educadores puede ser el 18 de junio. 

Adoptado por el Comité Escolar de Chelsea el 7 de marzo, 2024
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L M M J V

L  M  M  J  V

L M M J  V

L M M J  V

L M M  J  V

L M M J  V

L M M J V

L M M J  V

*1er Trimestre: 1 de noviembre, 2024
*2do Trimestre: 24 de enero. 2025
*3er Trimestre: 28 de marzo, 2025

*4to Trimestre: 17 de junio, 2025

25

6

9 10 11 12 13

16 17 19 20

25 26 27

30 31

1

** 1er Trimestre: 26 de noviembre, 2024
** 2do Trimestre: 14 de marzo, 2025

** 3er Trimestre: 17 de junio, 2025 

No hay Clases SÓLO para Pre-K y K para Conferencias

30

3 4 52

30 31 29

2 3 4 5

2423

30 31

5 76 3 4 5 6

30

18

30

agosto
19-22   
26 & 27   

28    
30    

septiembre
2   
4    
25    

octubre
14    
23    

noviembre
1    
5    

11    
26    
27-29    

diciembre
11    
11 & 12   
23-31    

enero
1    
20     
24    

febrero
12    
17-21

marzo
14    
19   
26 & 27   
28    

abril
18    
21-25  

mayo
26    

junio
17     

19    

Orientación para Nuevos Educadores 
Días #1 y #2 Desarrollo Profesional 
para Educadores      
Primer Día de Clases; Grados 1-12
No hay Clases      

Día del Trabajo - No hay Clases      
Primer Día de Clases Pre-K & K      
No hay Clases - Desarrollo Profesional 
para Educadores #3

Día de los Pueblos Indígenas-No hay Clases 
Día de Salida Temprana para PD      

Fin del trimestre 1      
No hay Clases - Desarrollo Profesional 
para Educadores #4
Día de los Veteranos - No hay Clases      
Fin del semestre 1      
Descanso para el Día de Acción de Gracias -
No hay Clases

Día de Salida Temprana para PD      
Conferencias de Pre Kínder y Kínder      
Vacaciones de Diciembre - No hay Clases

Día de Año Nuevo - No hay Clases      
No hay clases- Día del Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Fin del trimestre 2      

Día de Salida Temprana para PD      
Vacaciones de Febrero - No hay Clases 

Fin del semestre 2      
Día de Salida Temprana para PD      
Conferencias de Pre Kínder y Kínder 
Fin del trimestre 3      

No hay Clases      
No hay clases-Vacaciones de Abril 

Día Conmemorativo - No hay Clases 

Día 180-Posible Último día para estudiantes; 
Día 185: 25 de junio 
No hay clases- Diecinueve de junio      
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School//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions through MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

professional development 
days on Monday, August 
26 and Tuesday, August 
27.

“I am truly excited 
about the year ahead,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta. 
“This year, we are dedi-
cated to deepening our en-
gagement by really getting 
to know each student—

understanding them by 
name, recognizing their 
strengths, and learning 
their stories. By appre-
ciating their individual 
backgrounds and goals, 
we will better customize 
our support to foster their 
growth and achievement.  

“My hope is that this 
year is filled with mean-
ingful connections and 

transformative learning 
experiences.” 

More information about 
the 2024-25 school year, 
including the full school 
calendar, family hand-
books, and school lunch 
menus, can be found on 
the district website at 
chelseaschools.com/back-
toschool.

Back to School

CHS BUS ROUTES

recommend using materi-
als that are just as fun as the 
activities good teachers use 
when teaching.

For example, the 8-12 
age range is well-served by 
such exciting activity books 
as “The Monster-Building 
Handbook,” a new publi-
cation from Cosmic Writ-
ers. “The Monster-Build-
ing Handbook” combines 
a narrative premise with 
a call-to-action for stu-
dents to practice writing: 
fictional monster-maker 
Angelica Fearborne needs 
them to develop an original 
monster character who can 
face off against her mon-
ster-hunter twin brother. 

Learn more at www.cos-
micwriters.org.

Link Writing to 
Favorite Shows & 

Video Games
Students don’t usually 

recognize the connection 
between writing and the 
media they love. Writing 
becomes more exciting 
when they learn that writ-
ing is an essential part of 
a funny YouTube series or 
thrilling video game.

Students are particularly 
compelled by opportunities 
to write in the style of the 
media they enjoy. For ex-
ample, if you are working 
with kids who like to play 
Dungeons and Dragons, 

it is a natural next step to 
practice fantasy storytell-
ing and writing.

For almost any student, 
it is possible to find a con-
nection between writing 
and something they already 
like. A “math kid” may 
engage most with genres 
that emphasize logic and 
problem-solving, like mys-
tery-writing. A “sports kid” 
may be excited to write 
articles about the school 
baseball team. And when 
these students practice 
these kinds of writing, they 
may discover they have 
been “writing kids” all 
along.

Writers//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Over 250 schools and playgrounds 
near gas leaks in Boston and Chelsea

In order to protect our children and 
ensure all schools and playgrounds are 
safe from methane gas leaks, Mothers 
Out Front, Conservation Law Founda-
tion (CLF), Boston Parks Advocates, 
GreenRoots, and eight individuals have 
announced plans to sue National Grid for 
both federal and state law violations on 
gas leaks and tree protections.

“Dangerous and potentially explo-
sive gas is actively leaking near 258 
schools and playgrounds in Boston and 
Chelsea,” shared Tania Castro-Daunais. 
Castro-Daunais is a Mothers Out Front 
Member Leader who lives in East Bos-
ton, where active leaks are occurring near 
Excel Academy Charter School and eight 
parks and playgrounds. “We cannot con-
tinue to put our children and communi-
ties at risk. National Grid can’t continue 
putting Band-Aids on its aging pipelines. 
They must take action to protect our kids 
and invest in electric energy, an energy 
source that is cleaner and safer for our 
kids and communities.”

As of June 30, 2024, 46 of the 195 
schools in Boston and Chelsea were 
within 350 feet of gas leaks. Addition-
ally, 212 of 537 parks and playgrounds 
in Boston were within 350 feet of a gas 

leak, and one park in Chelsea was also 
within this distance of a gas leak. “Util-
ity companies advise people to move at 
least 350 feet away from any suspected 
gas leak, so it is unconscionable to see 
this many gas leaks near places where 
our children spend so much time,” said 
Sonja Tengblad, an East Boston mom 
whose 6-year-old son often plays at six 
of the eight East Boston parks near gas 
leaks. Tengblad is also the Founder and 
Co-Coordinator of Mothers Out Front’s 
East Boston Team. “By allowing gas to 
continue leaking this close to where our 
children learn and play, National Grid is 
creating unnecessary risks to our commu-
nity’s health, safety and well-being. We 
all need and deserve cleaner energy in 
our communities.”

“Mothers Out Front was founded in 
Massachusetts on the conviction that 
there is no more powerful force for 
change than mothers mobilizing to pro-
tect their children,” said Beth Shipp, Ex-
ecutive Director of Mothers Out Front. 
“Our moms have been fighting gas leaks 
in the Boston-area since 2015. It is time 
for National Grid to join us and commit 
to no longer exposing children to toxic 
and explosive fumes.”

Pillows//  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

viding a tangible source 
of comfort and security 
during difficult times.

The “Empty Spools 
Quilters” is a group of 
dedicated volunteers from 
the Chelsea Senior Center 
who have created hand-
made items for various 
initiatives, including the 
Chelsea Soldiers Home, 
Boston Medical Center, 
Beth Israel Hospital, and 

other agencies. Their lat-
est trauma pillow project 
with the CPD reflects their 
commitment to positive-
ly impacting the lives of 
Chelsea residents.

Houghton said the Chel-
sea Police Department 
is honored to collaborate 
with the Chelsea Senior 
Center and the “Empty 
Spools Quilters” in the 
meaningful initiative, add-

ing that the partnership ex-
emplifies the strong com-
munity spirit that Chelsea 
is known for.

The Empty Spools 
Quilters accept donations 
or quilting materials to 
help in their efforts to pro-
vide comfort to so many.

For more information, 
contact the Chelsea Senior 
Center at (617) 466-4370.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Members of the Empty Spools Quilters from the Chelsea Senior Center donating trauma 
pillows to the Chelsea Police Department.
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“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
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www.torffuneralservice.com
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389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188
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     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Margaret Ellen McCarthy
December 2, 1929 - August 17, 2024

Marco Tulio Vasquez
December 28, 1947 - August 15, 2024

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend visiting hours for 
Marco T. Vasquez today, 
Thursday, August 22 from 
4 to 7 p.m. in the Welsh 
Funeral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea.  A Funeral 
Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated on Fri-
day, August 23rd at 12 
Noon in the Immaculate 
Conception Church, 133 
Beach St., Revere. Please 
go directly to the Church 
on Friday.   Services will 
conclude at the Church.

At 76 years of age, 
Marco passed away after 
a brief decline in health at 
the Massachusetts Gener-
al Hospital in Boston on 
Thursday, August 15th.  
Born and raised in Guate-
mala City, Marco was one 
of three children of the late 
Jose Domingo Vasquez 
and Julia (Mejia) Vasquez. 

At a young age, Marco 
lived in New York City 
and later settled in Chel-
sea where he has resided 
for the past 40 years.  To-
gether with his wife, he 
raised his son, Yuri. Marco 
was passionately devoted 
to home and family.   He 
worked as an office clerk 
at NE Insurance, Met Life 
and finally with American 
Airlines. Ten years ago, 
Marco retired from Amer-
ican Airlines. 

In his lifetime, Marco 
enjoyed training in the 
martial arts, practicing 
Taekwondo.   He enjoyed 
listening to all types of 

music, long walks through 
Boston, reading or enjoy-
ing a simple cup of cof-
fee.  He is fondly remem-
bered for his gentle nature 
and sense of humor, and 
he is most remembered as 
a fun seeking jokester and 
prankster.

He was the devoted 
father of Yuri Vasquez 
and his wife, Jessica of 
Malden and cherished 
grandfather of Alexander 
Vasquez; dear brother of 
Julia R. Sanchez and Rosa 
Orozco, both of Chelsea; 
beloved uncle of Mario S. 
Sanchez, Christopher L. 
Sanchez, Marlon Orozco, 
Franklin Orozco, Vanessa 
Orozco, and great uncle 
of Mayara Orozco, Amber 
Orozco, Harrison Orozco, 
Kiana Orozco, Paulette 
Orozco, Malia R. Sanchez, 
Lailani Sanchez, Charl-
ize Sanchez, Cailyn San-
chez.  He is also survived 
by many extended family 
members and friends.

To send expressions 
of sympathy, please vis-
it www.WelshFH.com.

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend a gathering and vis-
itation for Margaret Ellen 
“Peg” (McIntyre) McCa-
rthy on Wednesday. Au-
gust 28 from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. in the Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea.  The visitation 
will be Immediately fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass 
of Christian Burial in Our 
Lady of Grace Church, 
59 Nichols St., Chelsea 
at 12 Noon.  Services will 
conclude with interment 
at Glenwood Cemetery, 
Everett.  A Celebration of 
Life will be held at a later 
date.

Margaret Ellen (McIn-
tyre) McCarthy, 94, was 
a pious, faithful, gener-
ous, selfless, kind, caring, 
and fun-loving woman of 
grace and spirit. She died 
unexpectedly and peace-
fully on August 17th, her 
61st Wedding Anniver-
sary, leaving a hole in 
our hearts. Through a life 
made up of joy and pain, 
she always chose the joy, 
and viewed each day as a 
gift from God. 

Margaret was the old-
est daughter of nine chil-
dren (Mark, Patrick, Billy, 
Johnny, Bea, Theresa, Paul 
and Ann), of Irish Immi-
grants, Mark and Margaret 
(Downes) McIntyre. Born 
in Brookline, MA, during 
the depression, “Peg/Peg-
gy” was a dedicated and 
devoted big sister, friend, 
worker and athlete. She 
swam, bowled, played 
softball and tennis. She 
was especially proud of 
her 1000 laps challenge in 
the Brookline “tank”. 

She worked for S.S. 
Pierce, Ledley Labora-
tories and trained with 
IBM. She had a wonder-
ful fondness for Bearskin 
Neck, Rockport, always 
imparting us with great 
stories to tell and memo-
ries to share of The Lodge 
with her girlfriends, many 
of whom were lifelong 
friends. She was the ut-
most hostess who was 
well known for her Christ-
mas Open Houses, always 
the second Saturday in 
December, to raise funds 
for the less fortunate of 
the Our Lady of Grace 
Parish. 

She also loved spend-
ing time on Cape Cod 
with friends, taking a 
well-deserved weekend 
away once in a while. Peg 
was known to be seen 
around a casino, a small 
woman with a fanny pack 
at: Foxwoods, Mohegan 
Sun, Twin Rivers, and 
most recently the Encore, 
playing the slots, winning, 
and then switching to 
Roulette.

In August of 1963, she 
married the love of her 
life: a widower with five 
young children, and they 
lived their years on Har-
vard St., Everett. Together 
they raised seven children: 
Sheila Mary (Craig Kim-
ball); Michael Cormac 
(Lucy); Elizabeth “Bet-
sy” Susan (Steven Per-
ry); Andrew Gerard who 
predeceased her in Octo-
ber of 1983; Lois Eileen 
(Michael Lukas); Theresa 
Nora (Arthur Cornell); 
and Patrick Niall McCar-
thy.

 Her “Precious Bob”, as 
she affectionately called 
him, died in April of 2010. 

They shared so much life 
and love together. They 
are now happily reunited 
in Heaven. 

The family spent sum-
mers at Newfound Lake 
in Bristol, NH. There 
were many stories about 
the card games they 
played and the laughter 
that wafted throughout the 
Don and Gerry Cottages. 
Peg followed the Boston 
sports teams, her favorite 
being the Red Sox base-
ball team. She once com-
mented that she loved 
baseball the most because 
you could nap through a 
couple of innings and it 
wouldn’t matter.

Peggy had an artistic 
side as well. There are 
several pieces of ceram-
ics (lamps, Christmas 
trees, etc.) that she lov-
ingly made and gifted 
away. There are numer-
ous, beautiful, wood re-
finishing projects that are 
in abundance in her home. 
One thing we can all 
agree upon and kidded her 
about, was that she was 
not an artist in the kitch-
en. Peg lived in Winthrop, 
where she still enjoyed the 
ocean, a pool and all of 
her new friends and neigh-
bors. She was a good driv-
er, recently renewing her 
drivers’ license. After the 
passing of her beloved, 
Bob, her best friend, Pat, 
remained a constant com-
panion, taking their daily 
walk together at O’Malley 
Park and enjoying a cup of 
tea in the afternoon.

Until her peaceful pass-
ing, she remained active, 
walking every day, driv-
ing herself to church and 
to her appointments, and 
entertaining everyone 
around her with her humor 
and wit. Those who knew 
her know the hole she has 
left behind and know how 
impossible it is to encap-
sulate what an incredible 
person she was. 

Along with her chil-
dren, Margaret is also sur-
vived by several loving 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren; numerous 
nieces and nephews; her 
brother, Paul and his wife, 
Janet; brother-in-law, Ar-
thur “Butch” Harrington; 
her best friend, Pat; The 
Over-the-HIll friends; St 
Terese travel group and 
too many friends to count. 
We are grateful for the vi-
brant 94 years she blessed 
us with, and in awe of her 
loyalty and selflessness 
to her family and friends, 
and her pious devotion to 
her faith.

In lieu of flowers, Mar-
garet has requested that 
you please consider a do-
nation to The Andrew G. 
McCarthy Scholarship 
Fund, c/o Boston College 
High School, 150 Mor-
rissey Blvd., Boston, MA 
02125. To send expres-
sions of sympathy, please 
visit www.WelshFH.com.

to the two kitchenette ar-
eas, and the administrative 
office spaces on the second 
floor. Every inch of the 
two-story, 20,000-square 
foot building will be part 
of what Furnari calls 
“the total transforma-
tion” of the well-known 
home to ROCA. All ar-
eas of the building will be 
ADA-compliant.

“We’re excited about 
this project,” said Furnari. 
“We’ve been a mainstay 
in the Chelsea area for 36 
years. We’re very proud 
to have our headquarters 
in the city. The invest-
ment we’re making into 
the building is for the fu-
ture for the young people 
and to continue to stay 
and work with the City of 
Chelsea and the surround-
ing communities.”

A warm and 
welcoming space

Furnari said the new 
building will create a 
space that “will be safe, 
welcoming and inviting to 
our young people.”

“Our building is safe, 
and we want to make sure 
that our young people 
feel safe and comfortable 
here,” said Furnari. “There 
will be a new flow to the 
building. For example, 
what used to be the town 
center, our main gathering 
and function area, we’re 
going to transition into 
where the gymnasium 
was,” explained Furnari. 
“Everything will be acces-
sible, cheerful, and wel-
coming.”

Furnari expects the ren-
ovation project to be com-
pleted by December at 
which time a grand open-
ing ceremony will be held 
for the community.

During the renovation 
project, Roca is operating 
at three temporary sites in 
Chelsea on Second Street, 
Everett Avenue, and Ar-
lington Street.

Praise for the 
construction team

On the day of the tour, 
the team from Consigli 
Construction was in full 
construction mode.

“I cannot say enough 
good things about Con-
sigli Construction Compa-
ny and the way they have 
worked with us, the way 
they came in so well-pre-
pared and professionally 
to our pre-construction 
meeting, and the team 
that they have assembled 
to work here,” lauded 
Furnari. “I’m honored to 
work with them.”

“We also have a won-
derful architectural out of 
Cambridge called ARC 
which is led by Victor 
Agran and his team, and 
they are pro bono,” Fur-
nari added. “They’ve 
[ARC Architects] helped 
us with three other projects 
prior to this one, and they 
understand what Roca is 
all about, understand the 
services we provide to 
young people in need, and 
the programmatic work 
that’s going into the site. 
The site’s been totally re-
vamped to identify areas 
for more programmat-
ic space to hold training 
sessions in the extension 
of our CBT [Cognitive 
Behavioral Theory) team. 

The building is going to be 
more conducive to young 
people and to our staff in 
the training we have for 
our cities and towns.”

Remembering 
Prince William

and Princess 
Catherine’s visit

What the people of 
Chelsea have become ac-
customed to is Roca doing 
everything in a grand and 
exceptional manner. Their 
programs have become 
successful national mod-
els in the field of inter-
vention and prevention of 
urban violence. ROCA’s 
partnership with the Chel-
sea Police Department has 
been very effective since 
its founding in 1988.

That’s precisely why 
Molly Baldwin and Roca 
earned the international 
spotlight when William, 
Prince of Wales, and Cath-
erine, Princess of Wales, 
visited Chelsea on Dec. 
1, 2022, to learn about the 
agency’s exceptional day-
to-day work with people 
and its important mission. 

“That whole experience 
was amazing,” recalled 
Furnari. “It was one of the 
most surreal opportunities 
that we’ve ever had in our 
lives. What you actually 
see with them is what you 
got. Prince William and 
Princess Kate are the most 
genuine people, the most 
heartfelt and most under-
standing people. They 
went out of their way that 
day and talked to every-
body outside the building. 
There was no rush. Their 
team was phenomenal. To 
have this organization se-
lected for a royal visit was 
an honor.” 

Lauding founder
and CEO Baldwin

Furnari credits Baldwin 
for the agency’s 36-year 
success story.

“Molly Baldwin does a 
lot of work, and she drives 
our wonderful programs,” 
said Furnari. “She’s a 
great visionary. She’s a 
great mentor. She’s the 
best. You couldn’t ask for 
a better leader to work for. 
She teaches you every day. 
And the interesting thing 
is that she doesn’t stay 
stagnant, there’s always a 
different idea, something 
else we’re going to do for 
the kids, and it’s always 
about the kids.”

Roca Chelsea Director 
Joseph Furnari is pictured 
outside Roca headquarters 
where a $6.2 million renova-
tion is ongoing and slated 
for completion in December.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Public Hearing: 

Consider the 
Request that the 

Conditions at
1 Forbes Street 

Constitute a Nuisance
The Board of Health 
will hold an in person 
public hearing on August 
27th at 5:30pm at the 
Williams Building located 
at 180 Walnut Street (Ar-
lington Street entrance) 
to consider the request of 
the Chelsea Inspectional 
Services Department 
that the conditions at the 
property at 1 Forbes St. 
and related properties 
constitute a nuisance 
or risk of nuisance in 
accordance to M.G.L. Ch. 
111, Sec. 127B. 
To share comments 
please email famaya@
chelseama.gov

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION 

244-248 Arlington 
Street and 63 Sixth 
Street
Chelsea, MA 02150
MassDEP RTN 3-37477
A release of oil and/or 
hazardous materials has 
occurred at this location, 
which is a disposal site as 
defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, 
§ 2 and the Massachu-
setts Contingency Plan, 
310 CMR 40.0000.  On 
August 8, 2024, La 
Colabortiva, Inc. recorded 
with the Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds a 
NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION on the 
disposal site, pursuant 
to 310 CMR 40.1070 
through 40.1080.   
The NOTICE OF ACTIVITY 
AND USE LIMITATION 
limits the following site 
activities and uses on the 
above property:
(i) Use for residential or 
hotel purposes.
The following controls 
are necessary and shall 
be undertaken and/
or maintained at the 
Property to avoid the 
above limitations:
(i) No separate obliga-
tions or conditions are 
necessary outside of the 
prohibition of property 
use for residential or 
hotel.
Any person interested 
in obtaining additional 
information about the 
NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION may con-
tact Ms. Dinanyili Paulino 
of La Colaborativa, Inc., 
318 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 02150, (508) 932-
8112.
The NOTICE OF ACTIVITY 
AND USE LIMITATION 
and the disposal site file 
can be can be viewed 
at MassDEP website 
using Release Tracking 
Number (RTN) 3-37477 
at https://eeaonline.
eea.state.ma.us/por-

tal#!/search/wastesite/
results?RTN=3-0037477 
or at MassDEP, Northeast 
Regional Office, 150 
Presidential Way, 
Woburn, Massachusetts 
01801; Main Phone: 
978-694-3200.

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
HEARING
Case No. 
2024-19

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, September 10, 
2024
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Eugene Diaz
For Special Permit seek-
ing approval to create a 
curb cut and off-street 
parking which does not 
meet the requirements 
for not parking a vehicle 
within five (5) feet from 
a side yard property line, 
in the required front yard 
setback nor in within 
five (5) feet of any all 
containing ground floor 
or basement windows at 
the premises known as:
59 Clark Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

8/22/24, 8/29/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU24P1680EA
Estate of:
Agnes M. Haverty
Also known as:
Agnes Haverty,
Agnes Mary Haverty
Date of Death:
06/03/2024
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Anne Masel of 

Chelsea, MA requesting 
that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Frances X. Hogan of 
Boston, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
09/23/2024.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
ad ministration is not 
required to file an 
inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from 
the Personal Represen-
tative and may petition 
the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 12, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,Esq.
Register of Probate

08/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU24C0330CA
In the matter of:
Hannah Gisele
Regla Kendrick
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has 
been filed by Hannah 

Gisele Regla Kendrick of 
Chelsea, MA requesting 
that the court enter a 
Decree changing their 
name to:
Amani Regla Nava
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day 
of 09/05/2024. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 05, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

08/22/2024
C

LEGAL NOTICE

RE-NOTICE
NOTICE OF
HEARING
Case No. 
2024-17

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, September 10, 
2024
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Rafael Serrano
For Variance approval 
for the conversion of a 
two family residential 
structure into a three 
family residential 
structure that does not 
meet the requirement for 
extension of an existing 
nonconformity, minimum 
lot area and minimum 
lot size at the premises 
known as:
53 Heard Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

8/22/24, 8/29/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR 

QUALIFICATIONS 
On Call 
Professional 
Transportation 
Engineering & 
Design Services

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking 
qualifications from 
experienced  consultants 
for professional transpor-
tation engineering and  
design services on an 
as-needed basis. The City 
will qualify firm(s) to 
provide these services. 
Request for Qualifications 
will be available on or 
after August 15, 2024 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked “On 
Call Professional Trans-
portation Engineering 
& Design Services” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, 
September 12, 2024.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, 
to reject any or all 
proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
Docket No.
SU24P1671GD
In the matter of: 
Huynh Pham
Of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named 
Respondent and all other 
interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by 
Mass. Dept. Of. Mental 
Health of Westborough, 
MA in the above cap-
tioned matter alleging 
that Huynh Pham is in 
need of a Guardian and 
requesting that (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on 

the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine 
that the Respondent 
is incapacitated, that 
the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. 
The petition is on file 
with this court and may 
contain a request for 
certain specific authority. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 09/26/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the 
written appearance by 
the return date, action 
may be taken in this 
matter without further 
notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written 
appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the 
return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this 
request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If 
the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 13, 2024
Vincent Procopio,
Register of Probate

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS 

Island End 
River On Call 
Technical Services
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking qualifi-
cations from experienced  
consultants for Island 
End River On Call Techni-
cal Services. The City will 
qualify firm(s) to provide 
these services. 
Request for Qualifications 
will be available on or 
after August 22, 2024 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-

ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Island End River On Call 
Technical Services” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, 
September 05, 2024.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, 
to reject any or all 
proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU24P1690EA
Estate of:
Miguelina
Hernandez
Date of Death:
05/05/2024
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Iris McGetrick 
of North Andover, MA.
A Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.
Iris McGetrick of North 
Andover, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 
serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration from the Personal 
Representative and can 
petition the Court in 
any matter relating to 
the estate, including 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute 
formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 

procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA

Invitation 
for Bids
Chelsea Police 
Station Duct 
Cleaning and 
Sealing
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “Chelsea 
Police Station Duct 
Cleaning and Sealing”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or 
after August 22, 2024 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php. 
* A Mandatory Pre-Bid 
Walk Through will be 
held on 8/27/2024 at 
1:00pm. Meet in the 
lobby at 19 Park Street.
Invitation for Bids must 
be sealed and clearly 
marked “Chelsea Police 
Station Duct Cleaning 
and Sealing” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
10:00AM on Thursday, 
September 05, 2024.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, 
to reject any or all 
proposals and to waive 
minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 149.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

8/22/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 

of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held on:
Tuesday, September 10, 
2024 at 6:00 P.M.
Housing and Community 
Development Conference, 
Room 102
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing 
is to receive comment 
regarding the approval 
of the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
Bus Network Redesign 
Phase I improvements for 
proposed bus lanes and 
traffic signal concepts 
on Second Street, Spruce 
Street and Everett 
Avenue as part of the 
implementation of four 
(4) new high frequency 
routes. 
Per Order
Chief Keith E. Houghton 
Chairperson

8/22/24
9/5/24

C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held on:
Tuesday, September 10, 
2024 at 6:00 P.M.
Housing and Community 
Development Conference, 
Room 102
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing is 
to receive comment re-
garding the approval of 
traffic calming measures 
on Clark Avenue:
•Apply lane pavement 
markings along both 
sides of Clark Avenue to 
clearly define the edges 
of the new singular 
travel lane;
• To install regulatory 
signs to restrict access 
to Clark Avenue from 
Webster Avenue and 
Stockton Street; and
•To reverse the orienta-
tion of all traffic signs on 
their existing sign post 
on the east side of Clark 
Avenue to face the new 
southbound-only traffic. 
Per Order
Chief Keith E. Houghton 
Chairperson

8/22/24
9/5/24

C

LEGAL NOTICES

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Ah, there is nothing 
more relaxing than a great 
massage! If the massage 
is gentle and loving, your 
dog or cat might agree. 
What’s more, if petting 
your animals is relaxing 
for you, massaging might 
even be a better way to 
spend time together and 
improve your bond. 

Getting to Know You!
Writing on the Modern 

Dog website, Lola Miche-
lin provides an excellent 
description of a 10-min-
ute maintenance massage: 
“Use a flat palm to slowly 
touch all the parts of your 
dog’s body. Really focus 
on what you are feeling 
and pay attention to all the 
layers, from hair through 
skin, fat, muscle, and 
down to bone.” 

She explains how this 
lets you know your dog or 
cat’s body and “...to notice 
any differences in surface 
temperature, sensitivity to 
touch, localized swelling 
or muscle tension, poor 

coat quality or tight skin.”
Once you know what’s 

expected, you can spot 
what has changed and will 
be better able to commu-
nicate to your veterinarian 
what you want them to 
check. 

Massage Calms
We used massage when 

we were doing a lot of fos-
tering. Dogs entering fos-
ter homes are frightened 
and unsure of what will 
happen next. They must 
try to fit into a new rou-
tine in a new setting with 
strange people and other 
animals. 

Over the years, we’ve 
used Tellington TTouch 
massage on our dogs and 
with some of the skittish 
rescue pups we’ve fos-
tered. Mardi Richmond 
described the classic 
TTouch massage in an ar-
ticle in Whole Dog Jour-
nal, explaining that “... 
your fingers are slightly 
curved, and you use the 
pads of your fingers to 
create the circles.” She has 
found this “particularly 

useful for anxious dogs.” 
How well does it work? 

Our vet was concerned be-
cause Poppy’s heart rate 
was so low on the exam 
table. We had a quick ex-
planation. While we wait-
ed for our appointment, 
Poppy was on Penny’s lap 
getting a half-hour mas-
sage. 

When to Apply Touch 
Therapy

A reassuring touch in a 
scary setting like a veteri-
nary office may help calm 
an anxious animal. How-
ever, this will only work 
for critters who are recep-
tive to it. Trained experts 
in TTouch may be able to 
work with reluctant and 
highly agitated dogs, but 
most of us have to choose 
which dogs we massage 
with foresight and knowl-
edge of their personalities. 

How do you tell if the 
dog is willing? Start with 
a few gentle rubs. If the 
pup settles in and seems to 
enjoy it, continue. Some 
dogs will lean into anyone 
willing to give them some 

pats. That’s another sign 
that they are okay with 
some gentle massage. 

Once you’ve estab-
lished that massage is 
welcome, consider using 
it for anxious situations 
like thunderstorms or fire-
works. 

Medicinal Massage
If your animal has an 

injury or chronic condi-

tion like arthritis, your 
veterinarian may recom-
mend physical therapy. As 
you discuss this option, 
which may be an excellent 
one, ask if you can supple-
ment the treatment with 
at-home massage and ask 
them to show you how to 
do it safely and effective-
ly. 

Finally, for those who 
share their home with 

more than one animal, a 
regular schedule of one-
on-one massage moments 
could be the perfect way 
to ensure that your whole 
furry family gets solo at-
tention.

Do you have a question 
or topic for City Paws? 
Send an email to Penny@
BostonZest.com with your 
request.

City Paws

Benefits of massage

Petting, massage, or touch therapy are all good ideas if you and your animal both enjoy 
the experience.
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Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

EVERETT-Personal Care 
Assistant needed - 
Mornings 8am-2pm or 
evenings 3pm-7pm.
Hablo Español. Call 
Susan 617-389-6190
-----------------------

DEADLINES: For 
classified line ads, 
deadlines are Mon-
day by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
------------------------------ 

LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403

HELP WANTED

For 

Advertising 

Rates, Call 

781-485-0588

TEMPLE EMMANUEL HOSTS FOURTH ANNUAL COOKOUT

Temple Emmanuel 
hosted its Fourth Annual 
Cookout on Sunday. 

The threat of inclement 
weather forced organiz-
ers to move the outdoor 
event inside to the Elaine 
and Larry Smith Social 
Hall where guests enjoyed 
barbecued hot dogs, burg-
ers, and chicken and other 
sumptuous foods.

Temple President Sara 
Lee Callahan and Rabbi 
Oksana Chapman, spiritu-
al leader of the congrega-
tion, welcomed the group 
to the event.

Callahan thanked event 
chair Esther Berkowitz 
and her committee for or-
ganizing such a fun and 
festive occasion.

George Higgins and Jean 
Higgins, pictured at the 
annual Temple Emmanuel 
Cookout.

Event Chair Esther Berkow-
itz and dance instructor 
Julie Kaufmann, who led 
the guests in a line dancing 
class.

Temple Emmanuel’s leaders and event volunteers, from left, Rabbi Oksana Chapman,  
Building Engineer Felix Mercado, Carole Turransky, Ralph Turransky, Event Chair Esther 
Berkowitz, Temple President Sara Lee Callahan, Jim Howard, and Carol Brown.

Front row, from left, are Jean Higgins, Marilyn Winer, Edythe Shuman, and Joan McKinnon. 
Back row, from left, are Minna Karas-Marino, and Ronda Winer.

Sara Lee Callahan, esteemed president of Temple Emmnauel, gives a special welcome the 
Doherty family at the event. Front row, from left, are Skip Doherty, Nathan Doherty, and 
Jack Doherty. Back row, from left, are Ken Wacks, Christine Doherty, Janice Doherty, Sara 
Lee Callahan, and Eric Doherty.

Rabbi Oksana Chapman greets guests, Fred Gordon, Ken 
Wacks, and Attorney Michael Callahan, at the annual Tem-
ple Emmanuel Cookout Sunday.

Well-known Chelsea resident Cindy Millman, pictured as 
she participates in the dance class led by instructor Julia 
Kaufmann.

visit www.chelsearecord.com
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By Cary Shuman

Aloe Natural Acai 
and Coffee Shop held its 
grand opening celebration 
Aug. 13 at its location at 
the Boston Harbor Ship-
yard Marina on Marginal 
Street, East Boston.

Business owner Tanai-
ri Garcia, who is a popu-
lar Chelsea city council-
or, welcomed residents, 
friends, family, and her 
colleagues in city govern-
ment to the celebration 
during which guests got to 
sample the delicious food 
items that are available at 
the shop.

Ms. Garcia also owns 
Aloe Natural Acai and 
Coffee Shop on Everett 
Avenue in Chelsea, which 
opened in July, 2022.

“I’m excited to open 
Aloe Natural in East Bos-
ton and look forward to 
welcoming the commu-

nity to our new location,” 
said Garcia.

Tanairi Garcia’s family 
was in attendance, includ-
ing her mother, Socorro 
Vega, her daughter, Ta-
nairi Camacho, her sister, 
Kelly Garcia, a Chelsea 
councilor-at-large, and her 
aunt, Gladys Vega, execu-
tive director of La Colabo-
rativa in Chelsea.

ALOE NATURAL ACAI AND COFFEE SHOP HOLDS GRAND OPENING IN EAST BOSTON

Tanairi Garcia joins her family and friends for a photo at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for Aloe Natural Acai and Coffee 
Shop in East Boston.

Gladys Vega, executive director La Colaborativa 
and aunt of business owner Tanairi Garcia, pre-
pares one of the food treats enjoyed by guests at 
the grand opening celebration.

Tanairi Garcia, pictured with Adrianna Vega, Juan Vega, and Kelly Garcia at the grand 
opening celebration.

Kelly Garcia welcomes Chelsea School Committee mem-
bers Jonathan Gomez-Pereira and Katherine Cabral to the 
grand opening celebration of the new coffee shop in East 
Boston.

Kelly Garcia (left) and Tanairi Garcia (right), pictured with 
their proud mother, Socorro Vega, at the grand opening 
celebration.

Tanairi Garcia, pictured with Jay Velez and Jeanette Velez 
at the grand opening celebration.

Some of the dignitaries in attendance, from left, State Rep. Manny Cruz, Chelsea City Councilor Leo Robinson, Chelsea City 
Councilor Kelly Garcia, Chelsea City Councilor Tanairi Garcia (owner of Aloe Natural Acai and Coffee Shop), Boston City 
Councilor Erin Murphy, Chelsea City Councilor Todd Taylor, and Chelsea City Councilor Giovanni Recupero.

The new sign for Aloe Natural at the Boston Shipyard and 
Marina on Marginal Street, East Boston.

Bringing the congratulatory wishes 
from Roca to the grand opening cel-
ebration are Executive Vice President 
of New England Scott Scharffenberg, 
and Chief Executive Officer Molly 
Baldwin (and her canine friend, 
Aurora).

Tanairi Garcia (right), pic-
tured with her sister, Kelly 
Garcia, at the grand open-
ing celebration for Aloe 
Natural Acai and Coffee 
Shop in East Boston.



Thursday, August 22, 2024	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Page 13

      23      23rdrd Annual Annual
Beach BabiesBeach Babies

      23      23rdrd Annual Annual
Beach BabiesBeach Babies

      23      23rdrd Annual Annual
Beach BabiesBeach Babies

KOBE
JET

AVA
Dimitri

julian

Sloane, Adeline & Andrew, Gavin, 
Violet, sienna, & James

Grace

auntie destiny & Jay

pebbles

parker



Page 14	 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D 	 Thursday, August 22, 2024

MERCHMERCH
CHELSEA 400TH

COME GET YOUR “CHELSEA SWAG” AND
REPRESENT YOUR CITY AS WE CELEBRATE
400 YEARS! IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ANY

OF THESE ITEMS, PLEASE VISIT THE CHELSEA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE!

CHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCECHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCECHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
308 BROADWAY CHELSEA MA, 02150308 BROADWAY CHELSEA MA, 02150308 BROADWAY CHELSEA MA, 02150

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:

WWW.CHELSEA400.ORGWWW.CHELSEA400.ORGWWW.CHELSEA400.ORG

$25$25each

Now in Black!

$20$20each

$25$25each

*AVAILABLE FORSPECIAL ORDER

$20$20each

Join us and come dressed for the era
to learn about this historic  speech
and its significance to Chelsea and
the history of The United States
9:00am-9:30am

9:30am-10:15am

10:15am- 10:45am

10:45am-  11:00am

|  NETWORKING

|  PRESENTATIONS

|  Q&A

| CLOSING REMARKS

City Hall Lawn
 500 Broadway, Chelsea, MA 02150

SATURDAY AUGUST 31ST 2024
9                 11  A.M. -          A.M

chelsea400.orgchelsea400.org

CHELSEA DAY/ DIA DE CHELSEA

For a fun celebration with food, music, fireworks, and more!

www.chelsea400.org

St. Rose Mary O’ Malley 
State Park

(Admiral’s Hill)

Broadway

September 21st, 2024
1:00 pm - 3:00 PM

Chelsea Day starts right after the parade at Mary O’ Malley State Park/ El Día del
Chelsea comienza justo después del desfile en el Parque Estatal Mary O’Malley

21 de septiembre de 2024

¡Para una celebración divertida con comida, música, fuegos artificiales y
más!

8 de septiembrre
Domingo,  9 am

CHELSEA RECREATION & CULTURAL AFFAIRS

https://chelsearoadrace.racewire.com/
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2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → AUGUST - OCTOBER ← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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50 CENTS
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Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
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See Page 17 for a See Page 17 for a 
stroll through timestroll through time

See Page 3 for a See Page 3 for a 
stroll through timestroll through time

DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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DELI HELP WANTED
MUST BE OVER 18 YEARS OLD | MUST BE  

FLEXIBLE WITH HOURS | DAYS-EVENING-WEEKENDS
PLEASE CALL MARC OR CHRIS 617-846-6880

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 2-9

Thinking of Buying, Selling, or Thinking of Buying, Selling, or 
need to rent your apartment? need to rent your apartment? 

We've got you covered.We've got you covered.
Call Jan Stevens at 617-877-6455 

or Kimberly Hodson at 760-214-6865

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Single Family Beach Oasis
A Must See — 129 Strandway

$895,000— Offered by Elizabeth Ferrara

New to Market!New to Market!

EElliizzaabbeetthh  FFeerrrraarraa  
((778811))  771188--77009944

SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
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www.century21mario.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor
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