
By Adam Swift

John Quatieri was of-
ficially sworn in as the 
city’s new fire chief at 
Monday night’s city coun-
cil meeting.

Quatieri has served in 
the Chelsea Fire Depart-
ment for 32 years, most 
recently as deputy chief 
under recently retired 
Leonard Albanese.

“I am truly honored 
and grateful for the trust 
and confidence you have 
placed in me, and I under-
stand the great responsi-
bility that comes with this 
position,” said Quatieri. 
“I am committed to serv-
ing to the best of my abil-
ity, and I look forward to 
working collectively with 
city leaders, our residents, 
local organizations, and 
local business owners to 
ensure the highest level of 
service for our communi-
ty.”

The new chief took a 
moment to thank his fami-
ly. He said his wife Wendy 
played a significant role in 
helping him to achieve all 
of his goals in the fire de-
partment.

“Thank you for ev-
erything you do for our 
family, thank you for al-

ways being by my side, 
and I couldn’t have done 
it without you,” Quatieri 
said, addressing his wife. 

By Adam Swift

City Councilors raised 
questions and concerns 
about the use of the former 
Chelsea Soldiers’ Home 
as a temporary shelter for 
migrants at a special meet-
ing with state officials last 
Thursday.

The use of the vacant 
Quigley Building was 
announced by Governor 
Maura Healey on Monday, 
March 25 as part of efforts 
to handle the overflow 
of migrants into the state 
over the past year. City of-
ficials were first notified of 
the plan the day before the 
announcement.

It is expected that the 
shelter will be open for six 
to 12 months, according to 
the governor’s staff, and 
will serve 100 families, the 
first of which should be in 
place later this month.

Thursday night, offi-
cials from the Healey ad-
ministration outlined how 
the migrant influx has 
multiplied exponentially 
over the past two years, as 
well as how the state plans 
to operate the temporary 
shelter.

It was also announced 
that Chelsea nonprofit La 
Colaborativa will be the 
service provider for the 
families at the shelter.

Council President Nori-
eliz De Jesus, who works 

for La Colaborativa, re-
cused herself from the 
discussion after outlining 
the timeline and efforts the 
council made once being 
informed of the temporary 
shelter plan.

“In my capacity as 
council president, al-
though this shelter falls 
outside my district line, 
I have diligently pushed 
for transparency with-
in our community,” De 
Jesus said. “There were 
definitely challenges that 
we confronted with com-
munication. We got a very 
short timeframe to be fully 
briefed for the public ques-
tions that came about.”

De Jesus noted that the 
council and city admin-
istration met quickly to 
meet with the governor’s 
staff about the plan, as 
well as to reach out to the 
neighborhood around the 
Old Soldiers’ Home.

“The reality is we are 
all confronting a crisis that 
is beyond our city and our 
state,” she said.

De Jesus stressed that 
the special meeting did not 
pertain to the determina-
tion of the establishment 
of the shelter.

“This property falls 
under state jurisdiction, 
therefore we have no con-
trol over it and this de-
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Followers of Jesus keep pace behind him as he carries his 
Cross to the site of his execution.

The mother of Jesus watches as he carries his Cross to the 
site of his execution. 
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Jesus carries his Cross to Golgotha.

RESIDENTS OBSERVE THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS Special Council  
meeting addresses 
temporary shelter at 
former Soldiers’ Home
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Several members of Chelsea Emergency Management/911 -- Asst. Director Dan Johnson, Supervisor Josiah Hill, Lead Dis-
patchers Sheila O’Leary Lacey, John Lobo and Miriam Acevedo --  received Departmental Commendations for their role 
behind the scenes during the 5 Alarm Fire at 50-54 Maverick St. on March 1 at Monday night’s City Council meeting.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND 9-1-1 DISPATCHERS HONORED

By Record Staff

City Manager Fidel 
Maltez has placed an em-
phasis on communicat-
ing with residents since 
he took office in January. 
Earlier this week, Maltez 
recorded the latest in his 
series of public outreach 
videos to air on Chelsea 
Community TV. The text 
of his latest video, which 
focuses on his first 90 days 
as city manager, is below:

Hello residents of Chel-
sea. Welcome to Our Com-
munity. My name is Fidel 
Maltez and I am humbled 

to serve as your City Man-
ager. It is with immense 
gratitude and a sense of 
purpose that I stand before 
you today, marking 90 
days since assuming the 
role of City Manager of 
our beloved community.

These past three months 
have been a whirlwind of 
activity; a period of

profound connection, 
learning, and inspiration. 
I have had the privilege 
of meeting with count-
less residents, engaging 
with our vibrant commu-
nity-based organizations, 
immersing myself in the 
heartbeat of our schools, 

and sharing moments of 
reflection in places of 
prayer. Chelsea is a tap-
estry of diverse stories, 
bound together by resil-
ience,

compassion, and an un-
wavering spirit. Our city 
is special, and it is special 
because of you, because 
of us, who call Chelsea 
home. Our strength lies in 
our people, in their will-
ingness to stand together, 
to support one another, 
and to embrace the chal-
lenges and triumphs that 
come our way.

Recent events of vi-
olence in our city have 

shaken us to our core. 
Let me be clear: our ad-
ministration, alongside 
the Chelsea Police De-
partment, is unwavering 
in our commitment to ad-
dressing these acts of vio-
lence. Public safety is our 
top priority. We will leave 
no stone unturned in our 
efforts to investigate ev-
ery instance of violence, 
and we will bring those 
responsible to justice. But 
we cannot do this alone. 
We need each and every 
one of you to stand with 
us in this fight. Our police 

City Manager updates community on first 90 days in office

See 90 DAYS Page 4

City Council swears 
in new fire chief

See FIRE CHIEF Page 2

New Chelsea Fire Chief John 
Quatieri.
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Special to the Journal 

Following up on the 
previous announcement 
on March 15, the MBTA 
is today reminding riders 
that Blue Line service will 
be suspended between 
Maverick and Wonder-
land for three days from 
April 17-19 and between 
Airport and Wonderland 
for nine days from April 
20-28. Evening Blue Line 
service will also be sus-
pended between Bowdoin 
and Orient Heights each 
day from April 9-11.

As previously an-
nounced, this service 
change is in place to allow 
crews to perform critical 

work to upgrade infra-
structure as part of the 
Track Improvement Pro-
gram, which will improve 
reliability and provide a 
safer ride. Work crews 
will also maximize this 
service change by upgrad-
ing the overhead catenary 
wire system between Ori-
ent Heights and Wood Is-
land stations.

As previously an-
nounced, Blue Line ser-
vice will be suspended be-
tween Bowdoin and Orient 
Heights stations beginning 
at approximately 8 PM 
through the end of service 
each day from April 9-11. 
Free and accessible shuttle 
buses will make stops be-

tween Government Center 
and Orient Heights. Rid-
ers should note that shut-
tle buses will not stop at 
Bowdoin station. Riders 
can instead utilize shuttle 
buses at Government Cen-
ter, which is about a quar-
ter mile away (or about a 
four-minute walk). State 
and Aquarium stations 
will only be serviced by 
inbound shuttles to Gov-
ernment Center. Accessi-
ble vans will also be avail-
able to riders.

As previously an-
nounced, Blue Line ser-
vice will be suspended 
between Maverick and 
Wonderland for three days 

from April 17-19 and be-
tween Airport and Won-
derland for nine days from 
April 20-28. Free and ac-
cessible shuttle buses will 
make stops at all stations. 
Accessible vans will also 
be available to riders.

Information is available 
at mbta.com/alerts. Rid-
ers can also learn more at 
mbta.com/TrackProgram.

The important work 
accomplished during this 
Blue Line service sus-
pension means riders will 
experience a more reliable 
trip with fewer unplanned 
service disruptions related 
to older tracks, older infra-
structure, signal issues, or 

power problems. Riders 
will also be provided with 
a safer ride as a result of 
this state of good repair 
work.

The MBTA understands 
how these service changes 
affect riders’ daily travels 
during this period, but we 
are committed to improv-
ing your travels long term 
with more reliable, timely, 
and safe service. We thank 
riders for their patience as 
we deliver this important 
work and for continuing to 
ride our system.

More information is 
also available through 
in-station signage and 
public announcements. 
Transit Ambassadors 

and MBTA staff will be 
available on-site to offer 
information and assis-
tance during these service 
changes. Riders are en-
couraged to subscribe to 
T-Alerts or to follow the 
MBTA on X (the site for-
merly known as Twitter) 
@MBTA for up-to-date 
service information.

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com/
TrackProgram or con-
nect with the T on X (the 
site formerly known as 
Twitter) @MBTA and @
MBTA_CR, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @
thembta, or TikTok @
thembta.

Shuttle Buses to replace Blue Line for critical track work latter half of April
Evening Blue Line service also suspended between Bowdoin and Orient Heights each day from April 9-11

Shuttle Service will be replacing the Blue Line from Maverick to Wonderland the latter half 
of this month.

Evening service will be suspended between Government Center and Orient Heights April 9-11

“My sons Nick, Mike, and 
Anthony are here, as well 
as my mother Patricia as 
well as my brother Patrick, 
my mother-in-law Nancy. 
I am truly blessed to have 
these incredible people by 
my side, and I thank you 
from the bottom of my 
heart.”

He thanked the officers 
and firefighters of the de-
partment for their hard 
work, dedication, and sac-
rifice.

“I’m proud and honored 
to lead such a talented, 
dedicated team, and I look 
forward to working beside 
each and every one of you 
to ensure that you have the 
necessary resources, train-
ing, and support needed to 
stay safe while working in 
the different hazards and 
emergency incidents you 
respond to in every shift,” 
Quatieri said.

The new chief noted 
that when he started with 
the department 32 years 

ago, the city had just come 
out of state receivership.

“At that time, there 
were drastic cuts made to 
the fire department, two of 
the four fire stations were 
closed, our manpower was 
reduced from 21 men per 
shift to 13 firefighters per 
shift,” he said. “As dif-
ficult as that made it for 
the fire department opera-
tions, it was our residents, 
in particular a young fam-
ily on Essex Street, who 
were tragically impacted 
directly by the receiver’s 
cuts. But through the years 
and through my career, 
I have watched this city 
persevere, rebuild, and be-
come the thriving commu-
nity it is today.”

Quatieri said the Chel-
sea Fire Department has 
a remarkable, rich histo-
ry, and that together with 
the department, he will 
continue to honor that his-
tory, uphold the values of 
the department, and work 

Assistant City Clerk Gabriela Solis administers the oath of office to new Chelsea Fire Chief 
John Quatieri at the swearing-in ceremony at Chelsea City Hall.

Chelsea Fire Chief John Quatieri is pictured with members of his proud family at the swearing-in ceremony in the City 
Council Chambers.

tirelessly to protect and 
serve the residents of the 

community with pride and 
dedication.

“I’m ready and eager to 
face the challenges ahead 

and to serve this great 
city,” he said.

City Manager Fidel Maltez and members of the Chelsea City Council congratulate new Fire Chief John Quatieri at the swearing-in ceremony at Chelsea City Hall. From left, are Calvin T. 
Brown, Melinda Vega, Fidel Maltez, Roberto Jimenez-Rivera, Lisa Santagate, Council President Norieliz DeJesus, Fire Chief John Quatieri, Kelly Garcia, Giovanni Recupero, Todd Taylor, 
Manuel Teshe, and Leo Robinson.
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Soldiers’ Home // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 PeoPle of Chelsea

By Tracy Nowicki             

Director of Elder Services

Acceptance

As we journey through 
life, our circles natu-
rally shrink; our health 
may falter, our obliga-
tions shift, and our social 
circles often diminish.  
The evolving landscape 
around us can be deeply 
felt, especially among our 
elders, if only we take the 
time to truly see and hear 
them.   This week, amidst 
budget preparations, I un-
expectedly received a call 
I might have easily dis-
missed.  Yet, something 
nudged me to pick up.  On 
the other end was a gentle 
voice, seeking informa-
tion about our programs.  
Andrew and I ended up 
delving into a heartfelt 
conversation that went on 
for 45 minutes.  In that 

moment, I realized that 
my budget work could in-
deed wait.

 During this time, we 
exchanged our likes, dis-
likes, concerns, apprehen-
sions, life experiences, 
philosophical viewpoints, 
and more.  Andrew’s pri-
mary goal was to estab-
lish a sense of connec-
tion.  He emphasized the 
significance of having a 
supportive “circle” to stay 
connected with.  He has 
not been able to find one 
in years.  He expressed his 
yearning for a community 
that could provide him 
with friendly conversa-
tion and friendships built 
on consistency.  Andrew 
talked about his struggle 
to find a group he could 
resonate with, or one that 
would reciprocate his un-
derstanding, truly listen 
to him, and make him feel 
heard, seen and included.  
He expressed frustration 
over encountering ex-
cuses, as he often heard, 
from individuals who 
claimed they didn’t have 
time to engage or did not 
welcome him in conver-
sation.  While it’s true that 
not everyone possesses an 
inherently welcoming de-
meanor, Andrew’s sincer-
ity and warmth stood out 
remarkably among many. 

 We witness this scenar-
io too often.  Just picture 
a world where everything 
around you seems to have 
diminished, leaving you 
feeling less significant.  
How would that weigh 
on your spirit?  Some-
times, a mere half-hour of 
genuine conversation can 
make all the difference 
for someone who needs 
it.  Occasionally, it simply 
requires setting aside our 
judgments and selfish-
ness for a brief moment 
to lend a listening ear.  It 
costs us nothing but could 
mean everything to some-
one else.  While 45 min-
utes away from budget 
preparations may seem 
like a significant sacrifice, 
consider this: What if An-
drew, in need of support, 
couldn’t find anyone else 
to confide in, and I hap-
pened to be the last per-
son he reached out to?  
How would I feel about 
giving him that time then?  
Sometimes, the impact of 
our kindness goes far be-
yond what we can mea-
sure in minutes or dollars, 
particularly for those who 
have a limited amount of 
time remaining. 

Feel free to contact us 
at Tnowicki@chelseama.
gov or 617-466-4377.

Vintage Vibes

Buy/Sell? Lease. Residential & Commercial 
 TEXT OR CALL JEFFREY BOWEN

781-201-9488

jeff@chelsearealestate.com  chelsearealestate.com 

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE   
 Oliva, Zaida I Doherty Ft           18 Gillooly Rd #18            $500,000  
Lara, Reina           Erazo, Hector A 26 Gillooly Rd              $750,000  
Faith Louis LLC Ott Rt                 31 Louis St                  $8,400,000  
Turnpike Prop LLC Lindquist Phillip W Est 34 Reynolds Ave         $740,000 
Faith Louis LLC Ott Rt             41 Louis St                   $8,400,000  
Pelletier, Arthur A     Halpert, Albena D 56 Beacon St #B            $400,000  
Sachs, Travis 62 Grove Street T      62 Grove St           $1,050,000

Joe Resnek 
(AKA Joe Rez), 
musician  2023

I go by the name of 
Joe Rez. Ever since I was 
10, music’s always been 
the thing I’m passionate 
about, the thing I like to do 
in my free time. I always 
had bands growing up, 
always recorded music. 
Going into Chelsea High 
School, my only goal was 
to win the talent show ev-
ery year. I went to Harvard 
Law School and did law 
for three years. I had hun-
dreds of clients, and then 
I quit to pursue music. I 
like that feeling up on the 
stage. As I look back, I 
was a little misguided as 
I thought it was the public 
defender part that I liked 
the feeling of. But it was 
the performer part that I 
liked. I think that the de-
fining feature of Chelsea 
is a different energy than I 

felt anywhere else. It’s an 
inclusive attitude. There’s 
no pretense from Chelsea. 
I’m blessed that I’m able 

to stay here and be with 
my people here. I don’t 
bemoan the changes, I’m 
happy to be here.

Chelsea woman struck and killed by street sign
Staff Report

State and local police 
are continuing to investi-
gate a fatal motor vehicle 
accident involving a pe-
destrian on Second Street 
last Friday.

Jean Baptiste, 36, of 
Chelsea died of her inju-
ries from the accident.

A little after 7 p.m. last 
Friday, police received a 
report of an accident on 
Second Street. The re-

sponding officers arrived 
and immediately rendered 
aid to Baptiste on the 
sidewalk in the vicinity 
of 240 Second St. accord-
ing to Police Chief Keith 
Houghton. 

The operator remained 
on the scene and is cur-
rently cooperating with 
investigators. It was later 
reported that Baptiste was 
trying to teach her friend 
to drive and was on the 
sidewalk when the car 

struck a street sign which 
then fell on Baptiste.

With the car in reverse 
it accelerated suddenly 
backward, jumped the 
curb, and hit a metal pole 
holding a ‘no parking’ 
sign, according to a State 
Police spokesperson.

The Massachusetts 
State Police Accident Re-
construction Unit is assist-
ing CPD in the ongoing 
investigation.

cision has already been 
made by the governor,” 
said De Jesus. “Tonight’s 
focus is on comprehend-
ing the procedural, lo-
gistical, and operational 
aspects of this site so that 
our families in Chelsea 
have a clear understanding 
of what to expect as this 
moves forward.”

General Scott Rice, the 
state’s emergency assis-
tance director, gave an 
overview of the migrant 
influx that has seen as 
many as 1,000 families 
come into the state per 
month in recent months.

As the state met its shel-
ter capacity, it started con-
tracting with underutilized 
hotels throughout the state 
as supplemental shelters.

“In October and No-
vember, we could clearly 
see the number of shelters 
and providers, and the cost 
to manage the whole, they 
just became insurmount-
able, and that’s when we 
decided to implement a 
policy of a cap at 7,500 
families in the system,” 
said Rice.

With families continu-
ing to come into the state, 
it got to the point where 
the state had to establish 
overflow sites. The Chel-
sea site will join overflow 
sites that have already 
opened in Quincy and 
Cambridge, Rice said.

The goal of the over-
flow sites, and the emer-
gency shelter system as a 
whole, is to get people into 
stable housing, help them 
find employment, and be-
come part of the commu-
nity, Rice said.

There are currently sup-
plemental shelters, main-
ly the hotels, in about 90 
communities in the state. 
In November, Rice said 
the state hit the capacity of 
7,500 families, with over 
700 currently on the shel-
ter waitlist.

The goal of the over-
flow sites, such as the one 
at the Old Soldier’s Home, 
is to provide safe shelter 
and services for the most 
vulnerable on the waitlist. 
That includes those who 
are either pregnant or just 
gave birth, and those with 
major medical issues.

The families are vetted 
by state staff, according to 
Alicia Rebello-Pradas, the 
governor’s chief of staff 
for legislative affairs.

Rebello-Pradas also ran 
through what a typical day 
would be like for the mi-
grants at the Chelsea over-
flow site, as well as the 
services that will be pro-
vided by La Colaborativa 
and others. She said the 
shelter will provide ser-
vices 24/7, and that there 
will be security on site at 
all times.

La Colaborativa will 
oversee the staffing and 
day-to-day needs of the 
families, including pro-
viding three meals per day, 
case management focused 
on stable housing and em-
ployment, school enroll-
ment, and transportation 
from the shelter from the 
Family Welcome Centers 
and to necessary medical 
and immigration appoint-
ments. There will also be 
basic necessities such as 
diapers, formula, and hy-
giene items provided.

Additional services will 
include legal assistance 
for work authorization and 
on-site health screenings.

“The goal is to transi-
tion families from this site 
to other locations,” said 
Rebello-Pradas. “Hopeful-
ly, that is stable housing, 
though some may enter 
the emergency assistance 
shelter system and be re-
ferred to other locations.”

Jon Santiago, the state’s 
veterans’ services director, 
said there have been con-
cerns expressed by veter-
ans at the nearby domicil-

iary campus and the new 
veterans’ home about se-
curity and transportation. 
He said there will be more 
conversations with the 
veterans about those con-
cerns and that the state is 
committed to making sure 
they feel safe and secure.

When questioning from 
the council opened up, 
Councilor-at-Large Leo 
Robinson, who lives near 
the Old Soldiers’ Home, 
expressed some of his 
frustrations and those of 
his neighborhood.

“First of all, where is the 
respect to the local public 
officials,” said Robinson. 
“I received a call on Sun-
day evening that the gov-
ernor would be making an 
announcement on Monday 
regarding placing families 
at the Soldiers’ Home hos-
pital. Why were we not 
notified by the governor or 
her staff?

“This did not happen 
overnight; we should have 
been involved in the pro-
cess.”

Robinson also wanted 
to know if the temporary 
shelter would impact the 
schedule of the proposed 
Pennrose development of 
the domiciliary campus, 
as well as the impact on 
parking in the neighbor-
hood.

He said the state should 
also have been on hand 
to answer more questions 
about the impact on public 
services and educational 
costs to the city. Robinson 
also raised some issues 
about the building itself, 
which was discontinued 
two years ago, and how it 
was going to be occupied.

The councilor also 
wanted to know if the fa-
cility had adequate bath-
room and kitchen facilities 
for the proposed use.

“With respect to the 
Pennrose Development, 
this should not impact 
that at all,” said Santia-
go, with an anticipated 
groundbreaking at the end 
of 2024 or beginning of 
2025.

Officials noted that there 
are also fire alarm and safe-
ty updates being made to 
the old Quigley building 
itself to ensure safety, and 
that there will be an occu-
pancy permit from the state. 
In addition, they also said 
there would be adequate 
bathroom facilities, and 
that culturally appropriate 
food would be brought into 
the site for the three meals 
per day that will be provid-
ed at the shelter.

District 2 Councilor 
Melinda Vega asked if 
Massachusetts families 
would potentially be tak-
en off the shelter waitlist 
and housed in Chelsea, as 
well. Rebello-Pradas said 
Massachusetts families 
would be eligible for shel-
ter at the site.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Roberto Jimenez-Rivera 
asked if there was an idea 
of what the demographics 
of those using the shelter 
might be so that providers 
might be better equipped 
to know what languages 
would be used when pro-
viding assistance.

The state officials noted 
that the vast majority of 
new arrivals to the state 
are Haitian.

District 7 Councillor 
Manuel Teshe reiterated 
the city should have been 
notified earlier, but he add-
ed that he applauded the 
governor for being able to 
take the initiative and help 
vulnerable families.

Teshe did ask if there 
was contact with the Chel-
sea school department 
about its current capacity 
to take in students.

“We have to make sure 
that wherever they go, that 
public education is pre-
pared to take them,” said 
Teshe.

District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor asked about 
the procedure for the mi-
grants receiving work 
permits, which he said 
he believed was a federal 
procedure and not done 
through the state.

The state officials noted 
that there have been near-
ly 4,000 work permits that 
have been filed through 
the services it has provid-
ed, with about 3,000 hav-
ing received their work 
permits.

“I just want to make a 
general comment regard-
ing this specific site at the 
Chelsea Soldiers’ Home,” 
said Taylor. “It is a site 
that is here that is proba-
bly a lot better than a lot 
of other sites that proba-
bly could have been used. 
I just want to reiterate 
Councilor Robinson’s ini-
tial thing about – I didn’t 
receive a phone call, I got 
phone calls from my col-
leagues, so I think there is 
room for improvement on 
that.”

Taylor said what hap-
pens with the lack of 
communication is that not 
everyone has all the cor-
rect information about the 
situation and that it makes 
people nervous.

“You can understand 
why some of the residents, 
especially in that neighbor-
hood, are nervous about 
this,” said Taylor. “That be-
ing said, we have a signif-
icant problem here overall, 
and it seems like you guys 
are working hard to address 
it. My major concerns ar-
en’t with what is going to 
be done here right now, be-
cause we can do all of these 
things and make it work 
right now, but what are we 
going to do when the fau-
cet is running, and people 
come, and there are only so 
many places that we have.

“We have a limited num-
ber of resources,” he added. 
“It is all well and good, and 
I think all of us here want to 
help families … but we also 
want to be proactive about 
this problem”

Taylor asked what the 
state officials what they 
were doing to put pressure 
on the federal government 
so that there would not be 
a constant influx of people 
that would, at some point, 
break the bank.

At the end of the special 
meeting, Robinson, as the 
senior member of the coun-
cil, was acting as chair so 
Taylor could speak. He de-
nied a request to allow La 
Colaborativa to make a pre-
sentation, pointing out that 
the presentation was not on 
the agenda for the meeting 
and would have violated 
the open meeting law.

Jimenez-Rivera said it 
should have been up to the 
full council, not just Robin-
son as the acting chair, as to 
whether the meeting should 
have continued with a pre-
sentation from La Colabo-
rativa.

“I think the big piece is 
that (Robinson) made a de-
termination that this was not 
compliant with the agenda, 
and then Councilor Teshe 
disagreed and then I dis-
agreed,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “My understanding 
was that we were having a 
conversation about it.”

Jimenez-Rivera said it 
would have been helpful 
for the council to get more 
information from La Co-
laborativa about its planned 
operation. Since the council 
did not know the organiza-
tion was not going to be the 
services operator prior to 
the meeting, they were not 
given a seat at the table with 
the state officials. If it had 
been known, Jimenez-Ri-
vera said the council could 
easily have made room for 
at least one representative 
from La Colaborativa to 
address questions and con-
cerns.
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chief and I will be hosting 
monthly conversations on 
public safety in various 
neighborhoods across our 
city. These conversations 
are not just about dia-
logue; they are about ac-
tion. We want to engage 
with you one-on-one, to 
listen to your concerns, 
and to assure you that we 
will be tough on crime 
and tough on violence. We 
need the involvement of 
every member of our com-
munity, especially parents. 
If

you see something trou-
bling, do not hesitate to 
contact the City Manag-
er’s office or the Chelsea 
Police Department. We 
will investigate it thor-
oughly.

We need your eyes, 
your ears, and your voices 
to help us combat violence 
in our community.

We will be holding a 
peace rally and prayer 
vigil on April 27 at 1:00 
PM on the City Hall lawn. 
I urge you to join us. Let 
us stand as a united front, 
showing that Chelsea will 
not tolerate violence in our 
streets. This vigil is just 
the beginning. Through-
out the summer, we will 
host several more events 
like this, because Chelsea 
is strongest when we come 
together to tackle our chal-
lenges head-on.

Today, I also announce 
the launch of a trans-
formative initiative: the 
Chelsea Electricity Choice 
program. We understand 
the heavy burden of elec-
tricity costs on our resi-
dents. Fluctuating prices 
and predatory tactics of 
third-party energy sup-
pliers have placed undue 
strain on our households. 
Many of our residents 
have to make the difficult 
choice between paying 

for electricity or meeting 
their basic needs. Chel-
sea Electricity Choice, 
is a program designed to 
empower our residents, 
protect them from preda-
tory practices, and provide 
much-needed stability in 
energy costs. This initia-
tive comes at a crucial 
time, offering relief and 
security to those who need 
it most.

Chelsea Electricity 
Choice provides three op-
tions. Chelsea Basic, the

cornerstone of this ini-
tiative, provides electricity 
at a significantly reduced 
rate of 12.42 ¢/kWh, com-
pared to Eversource’s 
current residential price 
of 17.216 ¢/kWh. This 
means tangible savings 
of over $18 per month 
for the average residential 
customer, a difference that 
can make a meaningful 
impact on household bud-
gets.

The two other options, 
Chelsea Standard and 
Chelsea 100% Green pro-
vide electricity sourced 
from renewable sources at 
competitive rates, further 
contributing towards a 
greener, more sustainable 
future. The City has part-
nered with Direct Energy 
to ensure the stability and 
reliability of these prices 
until June 2026. This con-
trasts starkly with Ever-
source’s Basic Service, 
where prices are subject to 
change every six months, 
perpetuating uncertainty 
and financial strain for our 
residents.

Participation in Chel-
sea Electricity Choice is 
straightforward and acces-
sible. For most customers, 
no action is required to 
benefit from this program. 
Automatic enrollment will 
commence in June, with 
notifications and detailed 

information mailed to el-
igible residents in mid-
April. Opting out of the 
program is entirely within 
your rights, should you 
choose to do so. Whether 
at the outset or at any point 
thereafter, you have the 
freedom to opt out with 
no penalty or fee, ensur-
ing that you retain control 
over your energy choices.

Our Administration is 
thrilled to announce the 
launch of the City’s

comprehensive master 
plan: Chelsea Pa’Lante, 
Chelsea Onward. Chelsea 
Pa’Lante is more than just 
a plan; it’s a commitment 
to forward motion, up-
ward mobility, and prog-
ress. It embodies the spirit 
of our community, the re-
silience of our people, and 
the determination to create 
a future that leaves no one 
behind. Chelsea Pa’Lante 
is a call to action, a decla-
ration that we will not rest 
on our laurels, nor will we 
be content with past suc-
cesses.

Instead, we will contin-
ue to evolve, to innovate, 
and to improve as a

Community. At the 
heart of Chelsea Pa’Lante 
is our unwavering dedica-
tion to incorporating the 
voices of our residents in 
every decision we make. 
Too often, community 
plans are crafted behind 
closed doors, with little in-
put from those who will be 
most affected by the out-
comes. But not here, not in 
Chelsea. Our plan will be 
centered on the commu-
nity, ensuring that every 
voice is heard, every per-
spective considered, and 

every idea valued. Chelsea
Pa’Lante will seek to 

address the pressing issues 
that affect our daily lives.

From housing shortages 
to traffic congestion, from 
lack of parking, to

providing economic 
opportunities for all resi-
dents. We will tackle these

challenges with creativ-
ity, with innovation, and 
with a deep commitment 
to equity and inclusivity.

Chelsea Pa’Lante is 
about laying the foun-
dation for a future that is 
brighter and more pros-
perous for generations to 
come. It is about building 
a city where everyone 
has the opportunity to 
thrive, where every voice 
is heard, and where every 
dream is within reach. 
Over the next 30 days, our 
Administration will work 
with our City Council to 
bring Chelsea Pa’Lante, 
Chelsea Onward into re-
ality.

As I reflect on these 
past 90 days, I am filled 
with hope and optimism 
for the future of Chelsea. 
Despite the obstacles we 
may face, I am confident 
that together, as a unified 
community, we will over-
come them. As we look 
ahead to the next 100 days 
of this Administration, 
we will carry the lessons 
learned, we will continue 
to listen, to learn, and to 
lift each other up. We will 
be bold in our aspirations, 
strong in our commitment, 
and compassionate in 
our actions. See you next 
time on Our Community. 
Thank you and May god 
bless the City of Chelsea.
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WATCH THE ECLIPSE 
SAFELY

With our area in the path of the solar eclipse this com-
ing Monday (and with clear skies forecast), we urge any 
of our readers who are intent on watching the event to 
be sure to wear proper eyewear and to ensure that their 
children do as well.

A person can cause permanent damage to their eyes 
-- and even go blind (a condition known as solar ret-
inopathy) -- if they do not use proper eye protection, 
such as eclipse glasses or a special solar filter. Regular 
sunglasses don’t offer any protection and viewing the 
eclipse through your I-phone camera offers no protec-
tion for you and will damage your phone. (Photography 
experts say just pointing your smartphone camera at the 
eclipse could cause catastrophic damage to the phone if 
you don’t have proper equipment.)

Individuals also have to be certain that the eyewear 
they are using is certified. There are reports that knock-
offs that are being sold on-line are not legitimate.

One eye doctor, who was quoted in the New York 
Times, offered this advice: Don’t look at the eclipse at 
all, even with proper eyewear. 

But for those who are intent on watching this event, 
please do so safely.

RUSSIA IS OUR REAL ENEMY

Sunday’s special report on the CBS news show 60 
Minutes revealed that Russia has been the culprit in the 
hundreds of cases of debilitating neurological injuries 
that have struck American intelligence and law enforce-
ment operatives around the world in the past few years.

The phenomenon has been dubbed “Havana Syn-
drome” because the problems first became apparent 
among a cluster of employees at the U.S. Embassy 
in Havana, Cuba. However, as the 60 Minutes report 
showed, these attacks on U.S. personnel (and their fam-
ilies), all of whom have worked with the CIA, the FBI, 
the military, the State Department, and the White House 
-- almost all of whom were working on areas of national 
security related to Russia -- have been occurring all over 
the world and even in our own country.

The “weapon” being used by the Russians is thought 
to be directed energy or microwaves fired from hidden 
devices that inflict serious and permanent injury on 
those who are targeted.

The 60 Minutes report makes it clear that Vladimir 
Putin is a monster who is using any means necessary to 
undermine our national interests. Our political leaders, 
especially the Republicans in Congress, must recognize 
the threat he poses and do whatever it takes to thwart 
him.

BIRD FLU IS NOT JUST FOR 
THE BIRDS

The second confirmed case of the bird flu infecting a 
human in this country (a Texas dairy farm worker who 
worked among infected cows) raises a red flag about 
the possibility of another pandemic ripping across the 
world.

The current bird flu outbreak not only has killed mil-
lions of wild and domesticated birds world-wide, but it 
also has killed many mammals across the globe, includ-
ing the well-publicized devastation of an elephant seal 
population in Argentina.

Although the bird flu is not as fatal in cows as seals, 
it has sickened cows in states across the country, an in-
dication that cows are infecting each other as they move 
around farms from state-to-state. The virus has been de-
tected in the unpasteurized milk of these cows. More 
ominously, the detection of the virus in the dairy worker 
suggests that the bird flu can jump from one mammal 
species to others -- including ourselves.

The bird flu -- also known as H5N1 -- wreaked havoc 
in many parts of the world, especially in Asia, in 2006. 
The U.S. largely was spared the ill-effects of the out-
break thanks to efforts by our national health authori-
ties who worked in these foreign countries to contain 
its spread.

However, this new variant of H5N1 is being brought 
to this country by wild bird populations, which obvious-
ly is something we cannot control. If cows have been 
infected, it stands to reason that other animals, includ-
ing our house pets, could become infected and spread 
the virus.  

COVID-19 killed more than one million Americans. 
But as bad as the pandemic had been at its height, it was 
only killing about one percent of those who were in-
fected, with substantially higher death rates among the 
elderly and those with prior-existing health conditions, 
including obesity.

However, the bird flu in humans is far deadlier, with 
death rates having been estimated at 50% during the 
2006 pandemic in some countries. Even if the chances 
of a bird flu pandemic among humans are slim, the high 
mortality rate should be enough to raise the alarm bells 
among our public health officials.

Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea is 
pleased to announce the 
launch of Chelsea Elec-
tricity Choice, a group 
electricity-buying pro-
gram from the City that 
will give Chelsea resi-
dents and small businesses 
a stable electricity supply 
price that is also lower than 
Eversource’s current Ba-
sic Service price, though 
future savings compared 
with Eversource cannot 
be guaranteed. Chelsea 
received state regulatory 
approval for the program 
in December 2023, joining 
nearly 170 other Massa-
chusetts communities that 
already have this type of 
electricity program, in-
cluding Boston.

“We are excited to an-

nounce the launch of Chel-
sea Electricity Choice, our 
program for Municipal 
Aggregation, in the first 
100 days of my admin-
istration. I was a DPW 
Commissioner when the 
City started working on 
it. I’m grateful for this 
program came to fruition 
after several years in the 
making” expressed City 
Manager, Fidel Maltez.

Chelsea Electricity 
Choice changes the price 
that is used to calculate 
the Supply charge on 
participants’ Eversource 
electric bills. However, 
Eversource will remain 
Chelsea’s electric utility 
and will continue to deliv-
er electricity in Chelsea, 
address power outages, 
and handling billing. 

The City has recently 

signed a contract with the 
energy supplier Direct En-
ergy Services, LLC until 
June 2026, and the pro-
gram will launch in June 
2024.

For the Executive Di-
rector of GreenRoots, 
Roseann Bongiovanni, 
“the Chelsea Electricity 
Choice program is a pow-
erful tool that can reduce 
the heavy energy cost bur-
den that Chelsea residents 
carry every day while 
simultaneously bringing 
more clean energy into our 
electric grid”. GreeRoots 
has championed this ini-
tiative along with the City. 
“GreenRoots is proud to 
have fought for this pro-
gram all the way to the 
Department of Public Util-
ities’ offices last year, and 
we are ready to help resi-

dents sign up for this pro-
gram” Bongiovanni said.

Chelsea Electricity 
Choice will offer three 
fixed -price options with 
different prices, depend-
ing on the amount of 
electricity from renew-
able sources. New partic-
ipants will be enrolled in 
the Chelsea Basic option 
and will receive a price 
of 12.42 ¢/kWh, which is 
lower than Eversource’s 
current residential Basic 
Service price. Chelsea Ba-
sic provides the minimum 
amount of electricity from 
renewable sources re-
quired by law and the low-
est price in the program.

“The Chelsea Basic 
price is more than 4 ¢/kWh 
lower than Eversource’s 

New electricity program to bring supply price stability launching in June

See ELECTRICITY Page 11



Thursday, April 4, 2024 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D  Page 5

Cambridge Trust is here to 
guide your mortgage journey. 
Experience highly personalized 
financial service as our team 
guides you through the process.

LOOKING FOR  
A HOME LOAN?
CONNECT WITH 
OUR EXPERT  
TEAM TODAY. 

Explore our competitive rates  
and flexible terms.

SPEAK WITH OUR 
EXPERT TEAM TODAY.

NMLS ID 697495

99785 CBT-326086-ResiLend-HomeLoan-ENG-CR-5.14_ x 21_.indd   199785 CBT-326086-ResiLend-HomeLoan-ENG-CR-5.14_ x 21_.indd   1 3/27/24   12:34 PM3/27/24   12:34 PM

Story & Photos by Marianne Salza

The Center for Teen 
Empowerment joined the 
Chelsea Youth Commis-
sion on March 26 at the 
Williams School for train-
ing that emphasized col-
laboration, unity, and the 
meaning of being a leader. 

“This is a special gath-
ering because The Center 
for Teen Empowerment 
is helping them cohere on 
their goals and strategies,” 
said Abigail Feldman, 
Community Recreation 
Manager, Chelsea Youth 
Commission.

Chelsea Youth Com-
mission is a city organiza-
tion that assists members 
between the ages of 13-20 
in implementing plans that 
will enrich the communi-
ty.  Their duties include 
attending city council and 
school committee meet-
ings, and advising local 
officials in developing 
policies, programs, and 
health services that benefit 
youth and their families in 
the City of Chelsea.  

“The strategy that the 
Commission is going to 
use is in that room,” ac-
knowledged Sean Post, 
Model Fidelity Manager, 
The Center for Teen Em-
powerment. “We’re going 
to be using our meeting 
structure and interactive 
method that they can adapt 
to their own work when 
they’re running meet-
ings.”

Post, who facilitated the 
session, started working 
with The Center for Teen 
Empowerment when he 
was 14-years-old. The so-
cial change organization 
has chapters in Boston, 
Somerville, and Roches-
ter, New York. It provides 
youth with the skills and 
resources to think deep-
ly about issues. Teens are 
encouraged to collaborate 
with peers and adults to 

create peace, equity, and 
justice in their commu-
nities through initiatives, 
policies, and art. 

Post guided teens in 
reviewing their goals, 
assessing how they feel 
about their progress, and 
outlining actions that will 
help them achieve those 
goals. The group explored 
who they would like to 
work with in the commu-
nity, and the people they 
wish to support and pro-
vide a voice for. The Com-
mission also considered 
how city officials can im-
prove their understanding 
of the youth community, 
and which information 
can help leaders make bet-
ter decisions. 

“When you have good 
strategy, you can build a 
lot of confidence,” assured 
Post. 

During introductions, 
some of the words that 
teens used to described the 
youth in the City of Chel-
sea were “home, divid-
ed, responsibility, mixed, 
hopeful, and vibrant.”

Teens reviewed what 
motions are presently 
happening in the commu-
nity that the Commission 
is interested in being a 
part of, and contemplated 
which actions they hope 
the community will follow 
them in. 

“My hope is that they all 
bring their individual per-
spectives from different 
identities, friend groups, 
and parts of the communi-
ty,” shared Post. “A huge 
part of improving youth 
lives in the community is 
knowing what is happen-
ing in the larger communi-
ty. It’s never simple.”

Chelsea Youth Commission 
hosts leadership training event

Daniel Prudencio, Chelsea Youth Commission member, 
participating in a bag toss activity.

Youth Commission members, Daniela Maldonado, Ariana 
Perdome, and Yurie Lee creating a pattern with bean bags.

Daniela Maldonado, Tinsae Haile, Yurie Lee, Ariana Perdome, Alex Delvalle-Montoya, Com-
munity Recreation Manager for the Chelsea Youth Commission, Sean Post, Fidelity Model 
Manager for The Center for Teen Empowerment, Abigail Feldman, Community Recreation 
Manager for the Chelsea Youth Commission, Daniel Prudencio, and Brandon Ossa
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 

YOur HOMEtOWn nEWspapEr sincE 1890

VOLUME 131, No. 12 THURSDAY, FebRUARY 2, 2023 35 CENTS

Text  or  Cal l  Jeff
781-201-9488

info@chelsearealestate.com

Buy/Sell? Lease. 
Residential & Commercial 

ChelseaRealEstate.com  EastBostonRealEstate.com  RevereRealEstate.com  WinthropRealEstate.com

Jeffrey Bowen

Newspaper Group
INDEPENDENT

www.chelsearecord.com

See DIDOMENICO  Page 3

See DISPENSARY Page 2

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, 
check chelsearecord.com

By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper
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The MBTA is currently undertaking an ambitious 
Track Improvement Plan (TIP) to remove 191 speed 
restrictions across the system.

Upcoming work on the Blue Line will allow 
employees access to address 16 of the 18 speed 
restrictions in the corridor.
The MBTA will take advantage of the closure to 
perform additional work at each of the impacted 
stations including lighting repairs, painting and deep 
cleaning.

Blue Line Shuttles
April 9 -11 after 8:00 p.m.
Free shuttles replace Blue Line service between 
Government Center and Orient Heights.  

April 17-19 
Free shuttles replace Blue Line service between 
Maverick and Wonderland.  

April 20-28 
Free shuttles replace Blue Line service between 
Airport and Wonderland.  

East Boston Ferry Service
Ferry service runs between 
East Boston at Lewis Mall Wharf 
and downtown Boston at Long Wharf (North).

Departs approximately every 30 minutes 
from 6:00 am to 7:00 pm.  
MBTA.com/EastBoston

Alternative Bus Routes
Route 116 & 117 
Serving Wonderland - Maverick
Route 121 
in East Boston between Shelby St. and Maverick 

Building a better T.
MBTA.com/alerts

Blue Line 
Closures.
 What You Need to Know.
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FIND YOUR PLACE 
AT EBNHC

Check us out!

Followers of Jesus keep pace behind him as he carries his Cross to the site of his execution.

Jesus carries his Cross through the streets of Chelsea. 

Jesus is whipped by Roman soldiers on his way to his crucifixion.

Parishioners watch and react as Jesus falls the first time.

Jesus carries his Cross past Chelsea City Hall. 

Katherine Deras sings as 
Jesus suffered on his path to 
his execution.

The parish follows Jesus as he is led to the site of his execution. 

Pastor Reynaldo Escobar narrates the path Jesus took in carrying his Cross to Golgotha.

Providing musical accompaniment for the portrayal of the 
Stations Of The Cross were Espiritu Joven: Jose Tores (driv-
ing and vocals), Juan Hernandez (keyes), Candida Ventura, 
Sophia Ventura, Keira Torres, and Katherine Deras.

 St Rose Of Lima was filled with parishioners attending Mass for Good Friday.

RESIDENTS OBSERVE THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS ON GOOD FRIDAY

Photos by Derek Kouoyumjian

On Good Friday, pa-
rishioners reenact the Sta-
tions Of Cross through 
the streets of Bellingham 
Square Chelsea. It is a 
dramatic and intense de-
votion to a pivotal point in 
the Christian calender. 
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The Chelsea Cham-
ber of Commerce held its 
Installation of Officers 
March 20 at the Holiday 
Inn Express in Chelsea.

Chamber President 
Beth McDougal, presi-
dent of McDougal Archi-
tects, welcomed the many 
guests to the event.

“It’s nice to see new 
faces and old faces alike,” 
said McDougal. “I am 
very excited about things 
that are coming up in the 
Chelsea Chamber in the 
next few years. Jen [Has-
sell] and her staff have 
been working diligently 
and we have expanded 

and offered so many more 
things than when I first 
started at the Chamber. It’s 
nice to see everyone work-
ing together and every-
thing moving forward.”

 
Executive Director Jen-

nifer Hassell joined Daya-
na Donisca, constituent 
advocate for the Office of 
Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley, in presenting 
congratulatory Certificates 
of Appreciation to individ-
uals who have owned lo-
cal businesses for 25 years 
or more.

State Rep. Judith Garcia 
and  Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
delivered remarks during 
the program.

CHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOLDS INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS DINNER

Past President Joe Vinard 
welcomes Sen. Sal DiDo-
menico, guest speaker, to 
the Installation of Officers 
Dinner.

Chamber Executive Vice President and Secretary Arthur 
Arsenault, State Rep. Judith Garcia, Chamber Executive 
Director Jennifer Hassell, and Dayana Donisca, Constituent 
Advocate for Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley.

Michael Matrinko, Michael Matrinko Jr., and Cheryl 
Matrinko, of The Brown Jug, the well-known restaurant at 
1014 Revere Beach Parkway known for its delicious pizza 
and other items.

Executive Director Jennifer Hassell and Past President Joe 
Vinard.

Deb Frank, Vice President of Mortgage Business Devel-
opment at Metro Credit Union, accepts a Congressional 
Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the well-known fi-
nancial institution that is led by President and CEO Robert 
Cashman.

Alberto Calvo and his wife, Betty Calvo, accept a Congres-
sional Certificate of Appreciation in honor of their long-
time ownership of Stop and Compare grocery store on 
Hawthorne Street, adjacent to Bellingham Square.

Representing the Chelsea Housing Authority, Krystina Sun-
sin, Dira Barbosa, Iris Perez-Feliciano, and Matt Frank.

Kristen Albrecht of Cataldo Ambulance accepts a Congres-
sional Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the am-
bulance company at the Chelsea Chamber of Commerce 
Dinner.

Certified Public Accountant Susan Gallant accepts a 
Congressional Certificate of Appreciation in honor of her 
accounting and tax preparation business located on Broad-
way, Chelsea.

Councilor-at-Large Leo Robinson, Police Chief Keith 
Houghton, City Councilor Manuel Teshe, and City Council 
President Norielez DeJesus.

Chelsea Fire Chief John Quatieri, Cataldo Ambulance 
Director of Strategy and Innovation Danny Riendeau, and 
Emergency Management Director Steve Staffier.

Roman Gold of Margolis Pharmacy in Bellingham Square 
accepts a Congressional Certificate of Appreciation at the 
Installation of Officers Dinner.

Attorney-at-Law David Mindlin accepts a Congressional 
Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of Kraft and Hall Law 
Offices.

Lisa Rizzo and Anthony Rizzo were honored with Congressio-
nal Certificates of Appreciation for Dillons Russian Steam Bath 
on Chestnut Street being in operation for more than 25 years.

Renee Caso (second from left), owner of Dunkin stores on 
Everett Avenue, and her husband, Brian Morley, receive 
Congressional Certificates of Appreciation.
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CHS Roundup
WALK-OFF 
VICTORY FOR CHS 
BASEBALL TEAM
IN SEASON-
OPENER

The Chelsea High Red 
baseball team opened its 
2024 season in dramatic 
and exciting fashion with 
a 10-9, walk-off victory 
over the Brighton High 
Bengals Monday after-
noon at Carter Park.

The Red Devils trailed 
by two runs, 9-7, entering 
the bottom of the seventh. 
but Laeonardo Perez came 
through in the clutch with 
a base hit to right field that 
delivered the tying and 
winning runs. 

Roni Mendez start-
ed the rally by drawing a 
walk and Emmanuel Ro-
driguez-Vega, who earned 
four walks on the day, 
drew a six-pitch walk. A 
drive to left by Jordi on an 
0-2 pitch was misplayed 
by the Bengal left field-
er, allowing Mendez to 
score, and setting the ta-
ble for Perez to deliver his 
game-winning, two-RBI 
base hit.

Coach Mike Lush's 
starting lineup consisted 
of Elijah Rivera (catch-
er), Jesse Castillo (center 
field), Leudy Sanchez (3rd 
base), Jeanluis (shortstop), 
Xavier Santiago (1st base), 
Victor Murillo (2nd base), 
Emmanuel Rodriguez-Ve-

ga (right field), Emman-
uel Garcia (left field), 
Laeonardo Perez (desig-
nated hitter), and starting 
pitcher Darwin Martinez, 
who tossed five innings, 
yielding eight runs on five 
hits, while walking six and 
striking out 11 Bengal bat-
ters.

Among the offensive 
stars in the triumph was 
Elijah Rivera, who went 
1-for-3, including  the first 
home run of the season on 
the fifth pitch of the at-bat, 
with a walk and two runs 
scored.

Jesse Castillo, who 
normally plays the in-
field, started in center 
field and drew two walks 
and scored a run. Leudy 
Sanchez had a walk and a 
run scored, while Jeanlu-
is earned three walks and 
scored two runs.

Xavier Santiago went 
1-4 with a single, reached 
base on a dropped third 
strike, and scored once. 
Victor Murillo reached 
base twice via a hit-by-
pitch and a walk. Roni 
Mendez, who went in for 
Murillo, earned a huge 
walk that was a part of the 
winning rally. 

Jeanluis came on in re-
lief of Martinez in the top 
of the sixth inning and 
worked two innings to 
get the win. Jeanluis gave 
up one run on two hits 
and two walks and had 6 

strikeouts.
"A 10-9 walk-off win is 

a huge confidence builder 
for this young team against 
a tough Brighton team," 
said Lush, who chose Lae-
onardo Perez and Elijah 
Rivera as the Red Devils' 
players of the game.

Lush and his Red Dev-
il crew were scheduled 
to meet Greater Boston 
League (GBL) rival Ever-
ett yesterday (Wednesday) 
and travel to non-league 
foe Tech Boston tomor-
row (Friday). They will 
entertain GBL opponents 

Malden on Monday and 
Revere next Wednesday.

  
CHS BOYS 
VOLLEYBALL 
LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
SEASON

The Chelsea High boys 
volleyball team opened 
its 2024 season this past 
week, dropping a hard-
fought 3-2 decision to 
non-league rival Boston 
Latin Monday afternoon 
in the CHS gym.

Captain Brandon Ro-
driguez Pereira led the 
CHS offensive attack with 
18 kills. David Murillo 
set the table for his team-
mates with a superb per-
formance, setting 23 as-
sists and also adding four 
service aces.

"The boys are in great 
spirits and ready for the 
next game," said CHS 
head coach Gabriel Mo-
rales. "The new season is 
looking good. We have a 
great group of kids.

"We have David Muril-
lo stepping into a new role 
as the setter this year. Last 
year he was one of our out-
side hitters. Richard Medi-
na Ramirez will be a great 
addition to the team," Mo-
rales continued. "He's a 
6’-3" middle blocker who 
will provide great protec-
tion in the front row. Cap-
tain Brandon Rodriguez 

Pereira will be returning as 
our primary outside. Jason 
Rodrigues is our co-cap-
tain and starting Libero. 

"The boys are excited 
to play some great vol-
leyball this year and stay 
competitive," added Mo-
rales, whose squad was set 
to play at Greater Boston 
League rival Everett yes-
terday (Wednesday). They 
will trek to non-league foe 
Madison Park tomorrow 
(Friday) and return home 
to host GBL opponents 
Malden on Monday and 
Revere next Wednesday.

Morales and his crew 
will face all seven of 
their GBL foes (Malden, 
Medford, Somerville, 
Everett, Revere, Lynn 
English, and Lynn Classi-
cal) twice each, with non-
league opponents Bos-
ton Latin, Madison Park, 
Whittier Tech, and Ran-
dolph rounding out their 
18-match schedule.

The 2024 Red Devil 
roster is as follows:

Brayan Alfaro Rodri-
guez, Joao Cassim Leitao, 
Jonathan Gomez Cho-
jolan, Xavier Gonzalez, 
Jayden Brady Jose, Rich-
ard Medina Ramirez, Da-
vid Murillo, Yamil Rivera, 
Jason Rodrigues (Cap-
tain), Brandon Rodriguez 
Pereira (Captain), Julian 
Sanchez Aguilar, Kyson 
Gray Jose, and Alejandro 
Zepeda.

The stars of the game for the CHS baseball team in the Red 
Devils’ exciting victory over Brighton on Monday in their 
season-opener were Elijah Rivera, who hit a home run, and 
Laeonardo Perez, who delivered the tying and winning 
runs in the bottom of the seventh witb a walk-off base hit.

CHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOLDS INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS DINNER

Executive Director Jennifer Hassell and Dayana Donisca of 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley’s Office present certifi-
cates of recognition to Cheryl Matrinko (left) and Michael 
Matrinko (right), owners of The Brown Jug in Chelsea.

Rep. Judith Garcia delivers 
remarks at the CCC Installa-
tion of Officers Dinner.

The East Cambridge Savings Bank contingent, from left, Mike O’Donnell, Jim Tierney, Seth 
Felix, Sandy Youssef, Brenda Fuentes, Joe Vinard, and Susan Gallant.

The Chelsea Chamber of Commerce team at the reception table, from left, Karim Perez, 
Ammi Velez, Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, Carolina Bonilla, and Ankit Shrestha.

Chamber President Beth McDougal’s table, front row, from left, are Beth’s aunt, Donna 
Selock, President Beth McDougal, and Rosaivette Baez. Back row, from left, are Brenda 
Fuentes, Sandy Youssef, Lisa Rizzo, Madelyn Garcia, and Anthony Russo.

Fire Chief John Quartieri, Police Chief Keith Houghton, Emergency Management Director 
Steve Staffier, Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, State Rep. Judith Garcia, and Constitu-
ent Advocate Dayana Donisca of Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley’s Office.

The Chelsea Chamber of Commerce Officers and Board of Directors, front row, from left, 
are Hailey Guzman, Madelyn Garcia, President Beth McDougal, Rosaivette Baez, and Renee 
Caso. Back row, from left, are Joe Vinard, Seth Felix, Roman Gold, Executive Director Jenni-
fer Hassell, Arthur Arsenault, David Mindlin, and Alberto Calvo.
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OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Charlie Valentin
August 28, 1964 - March 30, 2024

Alejandro “Alex” Coello
September 9, 1949 - March 28, 2024

Nicholas J. Lehmann
June 4, 1968 - March 30, 2024

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend visiting hours for 
Charlie Valentin on Mon-
day, April 8th from 4 to 8 
p.m. in the Welsh Funer-
al Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea, his funeral will 
be conducted from the 
funeral home on Tuesday, 
April 9th at 9 a.m. im-
mediately followed by a 
Funeral Mass in St. Rose 
Church, 600 Broadway, 
Chelsea at 10 a.m. Ser-
vices will conclude with 
interment at Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Malden.  

At 59 years of age, 
Charlie passed away un-
expectedly in his home on 
Saturday, March 30th.  

Born and raised in May-
aguez, Puerto Rico, he was 
the beloved son of the late 
Isabel Santiago and Anto-

nio Valentin. He was a res-
ident of Chelsea for most 
of his life and was living 
in Salem for the past three 
years. 

Charlie worked primar-
ily as a line chef for the 
Chelsea Jewish Nursing 
and Jevellis’ Restaurant 
in East Boston.  He also 
worked as pre-school 
teacher “Professor” to the 
children at the Kangaroo 
Pouch in Chelsea.  He was 
a lifelong devoted Cath-
olic and spiritual person.  
He would often lead rosa-
ry services for his family 
and many others in need 
of these prayers.

He is fondly remem-
bered for his charismatic 
and humorous personality 
and for sharing his talents 
cooking for his family.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was also prede-
ceased by two brothers. 

He was the dear brother 
of Maria Valentin Santi-
ago, Linda Cintron, Luis 
Cintron, Luis J. Cintron, 
the late Jose A. Valentin 
and Augusto Valentin.  He 
Is also survived by his lov-
ing goddaughter, numer-
ous nieces, nephews, his 
adoptive family members 
and dear friends.

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com.

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited 
to attend calling hours for 
Alejandro “Alex” Coel-
lo on Saturday, April 6th 
from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in 
the Welsh Funeral Home, 
718 Broadway, Chelsea. A 
prayer and remembrance 
service will be held in the 
Funeral Home at 1 p.m. 
Services will conclude in 
the Funeral Home.

Alex passed away on 
Thursday, March 28th at 
the Massachusetts Gener-
al Hospital in Boston after 
a brief illness, he was 74 
years of age.  

Born and raised in San 
Pedro Sula, Honduras he 
was one of four children 
of the late Jose Braulio 
Coello and Maria Josefa 
Guillen.

He came to the United 
States as a young man and 
was a resident of Chelsea 
for the past 40 plus years.  
He was devoted to fami-
ly and home, raising two 
sons and he worked as 
a vehicle transporter for 
Avis Car Rental at Logan 
Airport.

He was a soccer aficio-
nado, supporter and devot-
ed fan of C.D. Marathon 
and was a member of Club 
Deportivo Marathon.  In 
his lifetime, Alex was an 
advocate for social justice 
and labor unionism. 

The devoted father of 
Gerry Coello of Chelsea 
and Gregorio Coello of 
Brighton, he was the for-
mer husband of Marjorie 
Coello of Medford, the 
dear brother of Marco An-
tonio of Honduras and the 
late Estela Rodriguez and 
Raul Guillen. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com.

Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited 
to attend visiting hours 
for Nicholas J. Lehmann 
NEXT Friday, April 12th 
from 3 to 7 p.m. in the 
Welsh Funeral Home, 718 
Broadway, Chelsea.  A 
vigil service will be con-
ducted from the funeral 
home during the visitation 
at 6 p.m. Services will 
conclude in the Funeral 
Home at 7 p.m. 

Nick passed away on 
Saturday, March 30th at 
the Lahey Clinic Hospital 
in Burlington after a sud-
den decline in health, he 
was 55 years of age.

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, he was a lifelong 
resident of Chelsea where 
he attended local schools 
and graduated from Dom 
Savio High School, Class 
of 1986.  He continued his 
education at the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts where 
he received his Bachelor 
of Science Degree.  

He worked as a Labo-
ratory Manager at Caleb 
Brett.  This job brought 
him to live in New Jersey 
for a short time.  He also 
worked a Technical Proj-
ect Manager with Millen-
nium Pharmaceuticals.

Nick has been residing 
in Gloucester for the past 
six years and was an all-

around Boston Sports Fan. 
He was a loving son of 

the late Arthur J. and Nan-
cy Ann (Welsh) Lehmann, 
the late father of Aria Leh-
mann and Nicholas Leh-
mann and dear brother of 
Arthur “Buddy” Lehmann 
and his wife, Maureen of 
Tewksbury and Chris J, 
Lehmann and his wife, 
Cindy of Beverly.  He is 
also survived by several 
extended family members 
and friends.

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Nick’s 
name may be made to Jos-
lin Diabetes Center, One 
Joslin Place, Boston, MA 
02215 https://www.joslin.
org/giving

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com.

A Birthday 
Remembrance

KATHLEEN MAE
 HENNESSEY

Born: April 2, 1957

If I could only write it
On the clouds or sky of blue.

I’d send a special message
As my birthday card to you.

I’d tell of how I miss you
And think of you each day.
I wish that I could tell you,
On this your special day.

Sadly Missed &  
Love You Always,

Frank

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF 
CHELSEA
REQUEST 

FOR PROPOSALS
Rebid -YOUTH 
EMPLOYMENT 
SUPPORT AND 

SERVICES PROGRAM
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking 
Request for Proposals for 
“YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 
SUPPORT AND SERVICES 
PROGRAM”.  
Request for Proposals 
will be available on or 
after April 04, 2024 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 
SUPPORT AND SERVICES 
PROGRAM” and submit-
ted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, April 25, 2024.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 

any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

4/4/24
C

LEGAL NOTICE

REVISED
NOTICE 

OF HEARING
Case No. 
2024-02

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a 
public hearing of the 
Chelsea Planning Board 
will be held at 
Council Chambers, City 
Hall, 500 Broadway
Tuesday, April 23, 2024, 

6:00 PM
for Major Site Plan Re-
view seeking to establish 
a church at the address 
below and to create 
and establish additional 
parking at the premises 
known as:
10 Wesley Street and 19 
Clyde Street
All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend.
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

3/28/24, 4/4/24
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LEGAL NOTICE
METRO 
CREDIT 
UNION

ANNUAL 
MEETING 
OF THE 

MEMBERSHIP
The Metro Credit Union 
Shareholders and Mem-
bers are hereby given 
notice that the Annual 
Meeting of the Member-
ship will take place on 
Tuesday, April 30, 2024 
via teleconference at 

2:30 p.m. to transact the 
following:
1) To give notice of the 
Annual Meeting; and 
2) To transact any and all 
business that may legally 
come before the meeting.
To request to attend the 
Annual Meeting virtually, 
please submit an email 
to specialmeeting@
metrocu.org with your 
name, address, email 
address, and phone 
number no later than 
Thursday, April 25, 2024. 
All attendees must be 
members of Metro Credit 
Union.  Voting will take 
place during the Annual 
Meeting with present 
attendees.
Respectfully submitted,
Paul M. Gulko
Clerk

4/4/24
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     LEGAL NOTICE

      

CITY OF 
CHELSEA

INVITATION 
FOR BIDS

City Hall -
Entry Doors Replacement
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 

its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “City 
Hall- Entry Doors 
Replacement”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or 
after March 28, 2024 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.  
Bids must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“City Hall- Entry Doors 
Replacement” and sub-
mitted to the Office of the 
Chief Procurement Officer 
no later than 1:00PM on 
Thursday, April 25, 2024.
A Non-Mandatory Site 
Visit will be held at Chel-
sea City Hall on Tuesday, 
April 09, 
2024 at 10:00am; 
located at 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA 02150. 
Each bid must be 
accompanied by a 
certified check, issued 
by a responsible bank or 
trust company.  Or a bid 
bond duly executed by 
the bidder as principal 
and having as surety 
thereon a surety compa-
ny approved by the City, 
all in the amount of 5% 
of the bid payable to the 
“City of Chelsea.”

The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter149.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

4/4/24
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LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
PUBLIC HEARING

TO ALL INTERESTED 
AGENCIES, GROUPS, 

AND PERSONS
The City of Chelsea’s 
Department of Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesdsay, 
April 16, 2024 at 6:00 
p.m., at Chelsea City 
Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Room 305 Conference 

Room, and Chelsea, 
MA 02150. The purpose 
of this public meeting 
is to discuss the City’s 
request for program and 
budget amendments 
to the FFY’2020 and 
FFY’2021 Community 
Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) funded 
Housing Rehabilitation, 
and Public Infrustructure 
programs.  This hearing 
is required to propose 
reprogramming unspent 
funding and updating 
program benchmarks.  
The programs were 
allocated as follows: 
CDBG FFY’2020 Housing 
Rehabilitation (Activity 
4A Program Delivery-  
$70,000 ) and (Activity 
4C Rehab Loans/Grants 
- $170,000). CDBG 
FFY’2021 Housing 
Rehabilitation (Activity 
4A Program Delivery - 
$32,000) and (Activity 
4C Rehab Loans/Grants 
- $70,000), and Public 
Infrustrucutre Streets/
Sidewalks (Activity 6B 
Streets/Sidewalks - 
$340,000).  Funding was 
awarded through the 
CDBG Mini-Entitlement 
Program by the Massa-
chusetts Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable 
Communities, under Title 
I of the Housing and 

Community Development 
Act of 1974, as amended.   
The current available 
funding is as follows: 
CDBG FFY’2020 Housing 
Rehabilitation  (Activity 
4A Program Delivery - 
$44,995.15) and (Activity 
4C Rehab Loans/Grants 
- $99,074.45) for a 
total of $144,069.60.  
CDBG FFY’2021 
Housing Rehabilitation 
(Activity 4A Program 
Delivery - $17,000) and 
(Activity 4C Loans/Grants  
- $70,000), and Public 
Infrustructure (Activity 
6B Streets/Sidewalks - 
$6,489.70), for a total of 
$93,489.70. The budget 
amendment requests 
to move the balances 
described to Housing Re-
habilitation Other in the 
respective grant year, as 
follows:  CDBG FFY’2020 
balance of $144,069.60 
to Housing Rehabilitation 
Other (Activity 4D), 
and CDBG FFY’2021 
balance of $93,489.70 
to Housing Rehabilitation 
Other (Activity 4D). 
Additionally, a program 
amendment would 
change the Housing 
Rehabilitation benefi-
ciaries as follows: CDBG 
FFY’2020 from five (5) 
to one (1), and CDBG 
FFY’2021 from two (2) 

to zero (0). The new 
program, Housing Reha-
bilitation Other (Activity 
4D), will be added to 
aid the Chelsea Housing 
Authority in the imple-
mentation of heating/
cooling system upgrades 
in two multifamily 
family buildings, housing 
a total of 362 residents.  
The Housing Authority 
rehabilitation project will 
meet the National Objec-
tive of serving Limited 
Clientele Benefit, defined 
as an activity in which at 
least 51% of participants 
are low and moderate 
income persons.  The 
proposed changes are 
necessary to facilitate the 
City’s housing priorities , 
and spend funding within 
the allotted time period.  
Interested parties are 
welcome to attend and 
provide public input 
relative to the program 
and budget amendment 
process, or submit written 
comments by April 17, 
2024 to Erica McCarthy, 
500 Broadway, Room 
101, Chelsea, MA 02150, 
or via email at emccar-
thy@chelseama.gov.
Erica McCarthy, Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment Grant Manager

3/28/24, 4/4/24
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Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend the funeral for San-
ta Marquez on Thursday, 
April 4th at 9 a.m. in the 
Welsh Funeral Home, 718 
Broadway, Chelsea to be 
immediately followed by 
a Funeral Service in San 
Lucas Episcopal Church, 
205 Washington Ave., 
Chelsea at 10 a.m.  Ser-
vices will conclude with 
interment at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

Santa passed away un-
expectedly on Saturday, 
March 30th In the peace-
ful surroundings of her 
home with her family at 
her side. She was 80 years 
of age. 

Born and raised in Ar-
royo, Puerto Rico, she was 
the beloved daughter of 
the late Juan Marquez and 
Rosa DeJesus. 

As a young lady, Santa 
lived briefly in New York 
and Chicago before set-
tling in Chelsea where she 

has resided for the past 49 
years.  

She was passionately 
devoted to home and fam-
ily and raised her family 
of three daughters and two 
sons.  Santa also worked 
outside of her home as a 
material sorter for Beacon 
Wiper in Chelsea.

In addition to her par-
ents, Santa was also 
predeceased by a son, a 
grandson and four of her 
siblings.

She was the devoted 
mother of Olga Gomez, 
Betsy Gomez, Rafael 
Gomez, Mirella Mar-
quez, and the late Wal-
ter Bones; the cherished 
grandmother; “Mama” of 
Emmanuel, Juan, Rosaly, 
Emily, Elaine, Giselle, Gi-
anni, Deveney and the late 
Jonathan; adored great 
grandmother of Leilani, 
Bella, Ezekial, Jayleen, 
Nevaeh, Marcel, Elianni 
and Nino and dear sister 
of Lioney, Ilia, and Ed-
die.  She is also survived 
by many extended family 
members and friends.

 Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, Chelsea. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Santa Marquez
August 11, 1943 - March 30, 2024

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

To place a  memoriam in 

the Chelsea Record please 

call 781-485-0588
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current residential price 
of 17.216 ¢/kWh, which 
is in effect through July 
31. That translates to a 
savings of more than $18/
month for an average res-
idential customer” Maltez 
said.

Two additional options 
provide more electricity 
from renewable sources 
and are available by re-
quest. Chelsea Standard 
provides electricity that 
is 75% from renewable 
sources for 12.86 ¢/kWh. 
Chelsea 100% Green pro-
vides electricity that is 
100% from renewable 
sources for 13.86 ¢/kWh. 
Both of these prices are 
also lower than Ever-
source’s current residential 
Basic Service price.

 “The Chelsea Electric-
ity Choice program has 
been a long time coming. 
In our outreach on energy 
justice issues, community 
members have consistently 
emphasized their struggles 
to pay high bills and to 
budget for volatile ener-
gy prices. We believe that 
Chelsea Electricity Choice 
is a meaningful step for-
ward to achieve energy 
justice, and we encourage 
community members to 
get involved in learning 
more and spreading the 
word about this program” 
said Devin MacGoy, Ener-
gy Democracy Organizer 
at GreenRoots.

For most Chelsea elec-
tricity customers, no action 
is required to participate. 
In accordance with state 
law, customers with Ever-
source’s Basic Service, 
meaning customers that 
have not signed a private 
contract with an electric-
ity supplier, are eligible 
for automatic enrollment 
when the program launch-
es in June and will first 
see a Chelsea Electricity 
Choice price on their bill 
in July. The City will mail 
automatic enrollment noti-
fications with program de-
tails in mid-April.

Electricity customers 
who have signed private 
electricity supply contracts 
will not be enrolled au-

tomatically, but they can 
request enrollment online 
or over the phone. Those 
with private contracts are 
encouraged to first check 
the terms of their electrici-
ty supply agreement before 
making a change to avoid 
penalties like early termi-
nation fees.

Participation in Chelsea 
Electricity Choice is not 
required. Chelsea electrici-
ty customers have the right 
to opt out of the program 
before being automatical-
ly enrolled, or they can try 
the program and opt out at 
any time with no penalty or 
fee. Those who opt out will 
remain with Eversource’s 
Basic Service pricing. In-
formation about how to 
opt out will be included in 
the automatic enrollment 
notification and on the pro-
gram website.

In addition, anyone el-
igible for a low-income 
discount from Eversource 
will continue to receive 
that discount. And anyone 
receiving solar credits or 
incentive payments will 
continue to receive them 
with no change to how the 
credits or incentive pay-
ments themselves are cal-
culated.

Public information ses-
sions about the program 
will be held on April 16 at 
9:15am at the Chelsea Se-
nior Center and on April 30 
starting at 6:00 pm at the 
Clarks School Cafeteria.

More information about 
the program is available at 
ChelseaElectricityChoice.
com, by calling Chelsea 
3-1-1 (617-466-4209 from 
outside Chelsea), or by 
calling the City’s program 
consultants at 1-833-393-
5675.

If you require an ASL in-
terpreter, please make that 
request via the customer 
support form on Chelse-
aElectricityChoice.com 
or by sending an email to 
support@ChelseaElectric-
ityChoice.com, and please 
note that an information 
session with interpretation 
services may need to be 
scheduled on a different 

date from the general pub-
lic information sessions.

This past Tuesday’s 
game in Nashville against 
the Predators provided the 
Boston Bruins with an-
other chance to partici-
pate in a game that was 
pure playoff hockey. In a 
contest that featured mul-
tiple scoring chances for 
both teams, the Bruins, 
behind the strong 32-save 
shutout performance by 
Linus Ullmark, were able 
to play ‘the right way,’ 
and hang in there for two 
hectic scoreless periods. 
Saving their best for last 
(period), the locals were 
able to bounce back ef-
fectively in a number of 
ways…to begin with they 
delivered a full 60-minute 
effort, and killed a mon-
ster two-minute penalty 
late in the third period, 
before Charlie Coyle took 
a slick pass from captain 
Brad Marchand and found 
the back of the Predators 
net for a shorthanded goal 
(Coyle’s #24) at 13:18, 
and a 1-0 Boston lead. 
It was that spark which 
ignited the powder keg 
leading to another pair of 
goals by Pavel Zacha, his 
19th at 17:18, and an emp-
ty-netter (#46) by David 
Pastrnak (18:36), earning 
his 104th point, to extend 
the Bs lead to four points 
in the Atlantic Division 
over the Florida Panthers, 
and earn them their 44th 
win. It was also the third 
win in Boston’s last four 

games, and they now trail 
the New York Rangers by 
one point for the Eastern 
Conference’s top slot.

Ullmark used this start, 
and the opportunity to 
show his effectiveness, 
as he competes with Jer-
emy Swayman for the 
Game I starter’s job in 
the playoffs. Ullmark’s 
numbers since the trade 
deadline are impressive 
– four wins and two loss-
es, and a sparkling .950 
save percentage. After 
the game Ullmark gushed 
with enthusiasm and con-
fidence, remarking: “It 
was a great job, we bat-
tled for all 60-minutes. 
Every game is a challenge 
and it doesn’t matter what 
you did for the last game 
or the game prior, it’s all 
about looking forward 
and keep performing and 
focus on the process and 
not get too carried away 
the results based thinking. 
It’s been working lately in 
that department. I’ve got 
confidence with the fellas, 
and we feed off each oth-
er.” For the Bruins, their 
PK unit was at the top of 
their game killing the four 
power play opportunities 

the Predators drew. None 
bigger than the one they 
killed in the third period, 
which resulted in Ull-
mark stopping the puck 
behind his net and shoot-
ing it off the glass, picked 
up by Marchand whose 
pass to Coyle broke the 
scoreless tie – and ironi-
cally, Ullmark also earned 
an assist on Coyle’s 
game-winning goal.

The 2023-2034 regu-
lar season has six games 
remaining, three on the 
road, and three at home, 
as the final two week 
stretch comes up quickly. 
Coming up for the Bruins 
next three include; tonight 
(Thursday 7:00pm in Car-
olina) is the first of two 
games versus the red-hot 
Carolina Hurricanes, the 
second to be played at 
TD Garden on next Tues-
day 7:00pm. The Canes 
at press time were riding 
a two-game win streak 
and a last ten game re-
cord of 8-1-1.  This Sat-
urday, Boston will open 
a brief two-game home-
stand, hosting the mouth-
piece-chewing Matthew 
Tkachuk and his Flori-
da Panthers in a 3:30pm 
matinee. The struggling 
Panthers are on a two-
game winless streak, and 
have a record of 2-7-1 for 
their last ten. Fasten your 
seat belts, these next two 
weeks/six games will be a 
rollercoaster ride for sure!

Electricity // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL US AT 

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

GinaSSoldano@gmail.com 
gsoldanorealtor.com

LANDSCAPING

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL OPENINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

For 

Advertising 

Rates, 

Please Call 

781-485-0588

“Marathon Mutts is looking for dog walkers! Available hours are Monday 
through Friday between 9AM & 3PM. Email Nellie for more information: 
nellie@marathon-mutts.com “ 3/37-4/17

HELP WANTED

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Final six regular season games

PHOTO BY PAUL KOOLLOIAN

Members of Chelsea Firefighters Local 937 received Departmental Commendations at 
Monday night’s City Council meeting for rescuing CFD members of Ladder 2 during a 
Mayday call during the 5 Alarm fire at 50-54 Maverick St. on Friday, March 1. Honored for 
their actions were Lt. Omar Frometa and Firefighters Cristian Avellaneda, AJ Cerretani and 
Jamal Ahmed.

CHELSEA FIREFIGHTERS RECEIVE 
COMMENDATIONS
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Special to the Record 

Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley (MA-07) has 
officially announced her 
campaign for re-election 
to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. Rep. Pressley 
will host her first campaign 
rally tomorrow, joined by 
supporters, workers, and 
labor leaders from across 
Massachusetts.

“It is a deep honor to 
represent the bold, di-
verse, brilliant residents 
of the Massachusetts 7th 
in Washington,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. 
“Working together over 
the past five years, we’ve 
fought for policies of con-
sequence to our district, 
from abortion access and 
reproductive freedom, to 
student loan cancellation 
and housing justice. And 
we’ve delivered essential 
federal resources for the 
communities we call home 
– more than $35 million in 
funding to support com-
munity health centers, vi-

tal transit projects, work-
force training, climate 
justice, and more.”

“The stakes in this elec-
tion are, once again, un-
precedented,” she contin-
ued. “Our democracy has 
been pushed to the brink. 
Insurrectionists and mis-
information peddlers are 
working overtime to dis-
tract and disenfranchise 
us. But the strength of our 
progressive movement has 
never faltered.”

“This diverse, intergen-
erational movement led by 
the people has proven the 
change we can make when 
we organize, mobilize our 
collective power, and lead 
with love. And we’re just 
getting started.”

Congresswoman Press-
ley’s campaign video, “A 
Love Letter to the Massa-
chusetts 7th”, uplifts the 
beauty, unapologetic joy, 
and collective power of 
the MA-07 community.

First elected in 2018, 
Congresswoman Pressley 
made history as the first 
woman of color elected to 
represent Massachusetts 
in the U.S. Congress. In 
the five-plus years since 
then, she has asked the 
hard questions, unapolo-
getically pursued impact-
ful policy solutions, and 
relentlessly worked for her 
district.

Congresswoman Press-
ley has secured over $35 
million in federal funding 
for high-impact commu-
nity projects that will help 
build a more just and eq-
uitable district. She has ef-
fectively pushed President 

Biden to cancel student 
debt, and she has led vital 
legislation like the Abor-
tion Justice Act; the PAID 
Leave Act; the Down Pay-
ment Toward Equity Act, 
to invest $100 billion to-
ward down payment assis-
tance for first-generation, 
first-time homebuyers; 
the Freedom to Move Act, 
supporting state and local 
efforts to establish public 
transportation as a public 
good; and the Post-Di-
saster Mental Health Re-
sponse Act, signed into 
law by President Biden, 
which expands mental 
health support for survi-
vors of natural disasters 
and terrorist attacks.

Congresswoman Press-
ley currently serves on 
the House Committee 
on Financial Services, 
the House Committee on 
Oversight and Account-
ability, and the Democratic 
Steering and Policy Com-
mittee. She is the Chair of 
the Abortion Rights and 
Access Task Force of the 
Pro-Choice Caucus, Co-
Chair of the Equal Rights 
Amendment Caucus, a 
founding member of the 
Black Maternal Health 
Caucus, Founding Chair 
of the Future of Transpor-
tation Caucus, co-founder 
of the House Haiti Caucus, 
and a member of several 
other caucuses and task 
forces.

To learn more about 
Congresswoman Pressley 
and find ways to get in-
volved in the campaign, 
please visit https://ayanna-
pressley.com/.

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

VETERANS HOME AT CHELSEA CELEBRATES VIETNAM VETERAN’S DAY 
Last Friday, March 29 

was recognized as Na-
tion Vietnam Veteran’s 
Day across the nation. 
At the Veterans Home 
at Chelsea, a ceremony 
recognizing the service 
to our country these cou-
rageous men and women 

made with their sacrifices. 
During the Vietnam War, 
it was a bad time in our 
country with nationwide 
protests and resentment to 
our men and women serv-
ing in the armed forces. 
They were spit upon and 
called all kinds of names, 

regardless of the sacrific-
es they made for freedom 
and America. America fi-
nally recognized their true 
worth and most of all, the 
suffering, physically and 
mentally these brave sol-
diers endured.

Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors and Vietnam Veteran 
Tommy Lyons, recalls some 
of his time served in Viet-
nam and his return home.

Superintendent of the Veter-
ans Home at Chelsea, Chris-
tine Baldini with her remarks.

Kathy Walsh and Command-
er Joe Cole.

Placing a wreath in honor of the Vietnam Veterans, VN Veterans John Regan and Vernon 
Barber. Shown in photo, Chairman Tommy Lyons, former National Commander of the JWV 
Ira Novoselsky, veteran and Ombudsman Marc Silvestri and Superintendent of the CSH 
Christine Baldini. 

Revere’s Director of Veterans Services Isaac McDaniel (center) is joined by Marion McDan-
iel, VSO Julia Cervantes, Councillor Ira Novoselsky, and Ombudsman Marc Silvestri.

Chelsea High School trumpet player Jorge Atjun, Ombudsman Marc Silvestri, former JWV 
National Commander Ira Novoselsky, Superintendent Christine Baldini, Chairman Tommy 
Lyons, and CHS Soloist Jayna Singer.

Ombudsman Marc Silvestri leads the veterans in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chelsea Ward 2 Democrats to 
meet on Saturday, April 6

Staff Report

The Chelsea Ward 2 
Democrats will meet to or-
ganize on Saturday, April 

6 at 10 a.m. at the Chelsea 
Public Library.

This meeting is for 
members that were elected 
on Tuesday, March 25.

The public is invited to 
attend the meeting.

For further informa-
tion, please call Calvin T. 
Brown at 617-466-1548. Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley  

announces 2024 re-election campaign


