
By Adam Swift

Chelsea, Winthrop, and 
Revere are in the midst 
of creating a Zero Carbon 
Action Plan for the region 
through the North Suffolk 
Office of Resilience and 
Sustainability and the Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC).

The two organizations 
are planning an online vir-
tual climate action prioriti-
zation forum on Tuesday, 
March 28 at 6 p.m. Any 
residents who wish to take 
part can register at mapc.
ma/northsuffolk.

The goal of the action 
plan is to reduce carbon 
emissions and reach net 
zero in the North Suffolk 
communities by 2050,and 
reduce carbon pollution 
and other greenhouse 
gasses that impact cli-

mate change as well as air 
quality,  said Sasha Shy-
duroff-Gutman, MAPC’s 
senior clean energy and 
climate planner.

“We are in the mid-
point of the planning pro-
cess, so we kicked off our 
community engagement 
in the early fall and did a 
few virtual and in-person 
community events and 
worked to do an initial vi-
sioning session,and hear 

Special to the Record

Chelsea City Council-
or Judith Garcia has an-
nounced that she will re-
main on the Chelsea City 
Council until a new city 
manager has been select-
ed.

The search for a new 

Chelsea city manager has 
been ongoing since Janu-
ary, 2023. Candidates will 
be interviewed by the City 
Council, who will then 
vote to select the next city 
manager.

“Our last city manager 
did a fantastic job of keep-
ing the city accessible and 

responsive, and we want 
to make sure the next one 
will continue to meet our 
needs as a community,” 
said Garcia. “I have every 
intention of seeing the se-
lection process through as 
a Chelsea City Councilor.”

Garcia has been a Chel-
sea City Councilor since 

2015, and she has spent 
her career championing 
issues ranging from fair 
wages to environmental 
justice. She was sworn in 
to represent the 11th Suf-
folk district in the Massa-
chusetts Statehouse earlier 
this year.
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Special to the Patriot-Bridge

The annual DiDomeni-
co Foundation St. Patrick’s 
Day event hosted by Sen. 
Sal DiDomenico has be-
come one of the most an-
ticipated events of the year 
and this year did not dis-
appoint.  Over 500 people 
attended the St. Patrick’s 
Day Roast and saw the top 
elected officials in the state 
roasting themselves and 
each other.  

Speakers included 
Governor Maura Healey, 
Lieutenant Governor Kim 
Driscoll, Attorney General 
Andrea Campbell, Massa-

chusetts State Senate Pres-
ident Karen Spilka, Boston 
Mayor Michelle Wu, State 
Auditor Diana DiZoglio, 
Senator Lydia Edwards, 
Representative Dan Ryan, 
and Boston City Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta.  In 
addition, over 75 elected 
officials from state and lo-
cal government attended, 
including a large group of 
DiDomenico’s colleagues 
from the Senate.  Coun-
ty officials also included 
Middlesex County District 
Attorney Marian Ryan, 
Suffolk County District 

Sen. DiDomenico’s St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration a huge success

Crowd applauding the the headtable guests.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico thanks all who attended. See ST. PATRICK’S Page 12

Council considers
tweaks to linkage
fee ordinance

By Adam Swift

The City Council needs 
to make a few minor 
tweaks in order to enact 
its new linkage fee ordi-
nance.

The ordinance will re-
quire developers to pay a 
fee to the city for devel-
opments that meet certain 
size requirements. Those 
fees would then  be used 
by the city for programs 
such as youth sports or 
other programs to improve 
the city.

The home rule petition 
for linkage fees was intro-
duced by  then- City Coun-
cil President Roy Avella-
neda in early 2022. The 
ordinance creates linkage 
fees for any commercial, 
industrial, or mixed-used 
development, and any res-
idential developments of 
24 or more units.

Those fees would then 
go into a separate fund, 
and the City Council 
would then be able to de-
cide how the funds could 
best be used for the neigh-
borhoods impacted and 
the city.

In a letter to the City 
Council, City Solicitor 
Cheryl Watson Fisher said 
the home rule petition re-
cently passed by the state 
misclassified which fund 

the monies should be ap-
propriated to, and also 
failed to clarify the waiver 
section.

At its next meeting, the 
council will be asked to 
amend several sections of 
the ordinance to clarify 
those issues.

The fees will go into a 
community impact link-
age fee fund and subject 
to appropriation by the 
council.

The fee for commercial 
and industrial develop-
ments will be determined 
by multiplying the rate 
of $12.50 per square foot 
times the total number of 
square feet in the project 
over 25,000 gross square 
feet.

For residential and 
mixed-use developments, 
the fee would be $10 per 
square foot times the to-
tal number of square feet 
in the project over 25,000 
gross square feet.

The City Manager may 
also recommend a waiver 
or reduction of the link-
age fees if the City Man-
ager determines that other 
project development cost 
and concessions warrant 
such a waiver or reduc-
tion. Such a recommen-
dation would have to be 
approved by a majority of 
the council.

Developers update council on Soldiers’ Home project
By Adam Swift

State officials and the 
private developer of the 
Chelsea Soldiers’ Home 
updated the City Coun-
cil on the progress of the 
project at a special sub-
committee meeting on 
Monday night.

The update highlighted 
some potential changes 
from the project as orig-
inally presented for 240 
studio, one-, and two-bed-
room units that will be 
built over four phases. 
All the units will be af-
fordable, with 100 percent 
preference given to veter-
ans.

In addition, all 133 vet-

erans who currently live at 
the soldiers home will be 
able to live on site during 
the phased construction, 
and will have a guaranteed 
unit when construction is 
complete.

The first phase of the 
construction is slated to 
be ready for occupancy by 
2026, with all four phases 
of construction complet-
ed by 2029. In addition 
to the rehabilitation of 
the historic buildings on 
the campus, there will be 
a new connector building 
between two of the main 
buildings providing better 
accessibility, as well as the 
construction of 18 town-
house units on the prop-

erty.
Veterans will continue 

to receive services from 
the state as the project de-
velopers Pennrose, which 
specializes in affordable 
developments for veter-
ans, works its way through 
the phases. Once the proj-
ect is completed, Pennrose 
will oversee the property 
management and an out-
side vendor, Soldier On, 
will be onsite to provide a 
wide range of services for 
the veterans.

During Monday night’s 
meetings, several city 
councilors expressed their 
concerns about the veter-
an residents receiving the 
same level of care at the 

newly branded Veterans’ 
Home in Chelsea as they 
currently receive.

“We want to make sure 
we roll this out as smooth-
ly as possible with the 
current residents as well 
as the neighbors, because 
obviously it is a big proj-
ect and it is a sensitive 
population,” said Karmen 
Cheung, a senior develop-
er from Pennrose.

Cheung said there was 
a recent meeting with res-
idents to go over the proj-
ect and the timeline, and 
noted that there will con-
tinue to be quarterly meet-
ings with the residents.

See DEVELOPERS Page 2

Online meeting 
planned for Zero 
Carbon Action 

See ZERO CARBON Page 2

Garcia will keep council seat through city manager process

Secretary Santiago visits Veterans’ Home in Chelsea
Special to the Record

Executive Office of 
Veterans’ Services Secre-
tary Jon Santiago met with 
leadership, employees and 
resident veterans at the 
Veterans’ Home in Chel-

sea, and toured the Com-
munity Living Center, a 
state-of-the-art long-term 
care facility at the Chelsea 
Veterans’ Home. This new 
154-bed facility was de-
signed in accordance with 
federal  VA standards for 

Community Living Cen-
ters and will open later this 
Spring.

Governor  Maura 
Healey and Lieutenant 
Governor Kim Driscoll 
on March 1 filed their 
FY2024 budget propos-

al, the first to reflect the 
Executive Office of Vet-
erans’ Services’ (EOVS) 
new Cabinet-level status. 
To ensure that EOVS can 
properly serve the Com-

See SANTIAGO Page 2
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monwealth’s  veterans, the 
Healey-Driscoll admin-
istration in its FY24 H.1 
budget recommendation 
is recommending $185.6 
million for the new secre-
tariat, an increase of $11.3 
million from FY23.

“Visiting the Veterans’ 
Home in Chelsea is an 
opportunity for me to see 
the incredible care being 
delivered to veterans at 
the Home by our dedicat-
ed team members  at every 
level,” said Secretary San-
tiago. “Governor Healey’s 
budget for veterans’ ser-
vices truly meets the mo-
ment as it is designed to 
ensure that veterans get 
the care, benefits and ser-
vices they rightfully de-
serve and have earned 
through their bravery  and 
service to our nation. I am 

grateful to Acting Super-
intendent Robert Engell 
and his entire team for 
their unwavering efforts 
on behalf of the American 
heroes living here. I look 
forward to partnering with 
members of the Chelsea 
delegation and legislature  
to advance this important 
budget proposal,” said 
Santiago.

Established in 1882, the 
Veterans’ Home in Chel-
sea, formerly the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea, offers 
residential and long-term 
care programs  to eligible 
Massachusetts veterans. 
Its mission is to provide 
the highest quality of per-
sonal healthcare services 
to Massachusetts veter-
ans with dignity, honor, 
and respect. Currently, 
the Home serves a total 

of 200 veteran residents, 
including those  in long-
term care and domiciliary 
living. 

The Veterans’ Home in 
Chelsea’s 136-bed long-
term care Quigley Build-
ing will be phased out 
and replaced by the new 
Community Living Cen-
ter (CLC) set to open  this 
Spring, increasing its long-
term care capacity, which 
includes skilled nursing 
beds, long-term care beds, 
and dementia units. The 

CLC is roughly 80,000 
square feet larger than the 
ward-style Quigley Build-
ing, and the Home expects 
to house an additional  41 
long-term patients per day 
in FY23, a 17.3% increase 
in capacity. The new CLC 
at Chelsea will provide 
154 long-term care beds 
for veterans, all with pri-
vate bed and bathrooms 
as part of 14-bed “homes” 
that have a community 
living room, dining room, 
and  kitchen.

For Advertising Rates, 
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LOcAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

EMMANUEL 
COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES 
DEAN’S LIST

In recognition of their 
outstanding academic 
achievement, Emmanuel 
College has named more 
than 800 students to the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 
2022 semester. To earn a 
spot on the Dean’s List, 
Emmanuel students must 
achieve a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher for a 
16-credit semester. Local 
students honored include:

Daysi Buruca Pacas of 
Chelsea

Rebecca Connors of 
Chelsea

Emmanuel College is 
a co-educational, resi-
dential institution with 
a 17-acre campus in the 
heart of Boston’s educa-
tional, scientific, cultural 
and medical communities. 
Enrolling more than 2,000 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate students, the College 
provides boundless op-
portunities for students 
to expand their world-
view through rigorous 
coursework, significant 
internship and career op-
portunities throughout the 
Boston area and beyond, 
collaborations with dis-
tinguished and dedicated 
faculty, and participation 
in a dynamic campus 
community. Emmanuel’s 
more than 70 programs in 
the sciences, liberal arts, 
business, nursing, and 
education foster spirited 
discourse and substantive 
learning experiences that 
honor the College’s Cath-

olic educational mission 
to educate the whole per-
son and provide an ethical 
and relevant 21st-century 
education.

LOCAL STUDENTS 
NAMED TO   
DEAN’S LIST

Tufts University recent-
ly announced the dean’s 
list for the Fall 2022 se-
mester.

Among students earn-
ing dean’s list honors is/
are:

Karina Avalos of Chel-
sea, Class of 2024

Guadalupe Romero Ce-
laya of Chelsea, Class of 
2023

Toni-Chanelle Suncar 
of Chelsea, Class of 2026

Dean’s list honors at 
Tufts University require a 
semester grade point aver-
age of 3.4 or greater.

Tufts University, locat-
ed on campuses in Boston, 
Medford/Somerville and 
Grafton, Massachusetts, 
and in Talloires, France, is 
recognized among the pre-
mier research universities 
in the United States. Tufts 
enjoys a global reputation 
for academic excellence 
and for the preparation 
of students as leaders in 
a wide range of profes-
sions. A growing number 
of innovative teaching and 
research initiatives span 
all Tufts campuses, and 
collaboration among the 
faculty and students in the 
undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional programs 
across the university’s 
schools is widely encour-
aged.

ADDRESS  To Director of DCF/
share material to any DCF faculty

SUDDERS 
One Ashburton Place
11th floor
Boston, MA, 02114,

EOHHS CHELSEA 
CENTER

Department of  
Children and Family

80 Everett Avenue 1st 
Floor,   Chelsea, MA 
02150
617-660-3400

PROGRAM FOR DEAD 
PARENTS

Unaware of Address 

Parent is here and always available. 
617-461-0785 or 617-461-5002

I, Thalwanti Maharaj Singh, upon oath, 
signed under pains and penalties 
of perjury, Shobhadevi S. Singh is 

being allegedly NEGLECTED for EIGHT 
YEARS,  from A PRIVATE SCHOOL with-

out any visitation or any holiday.
THE CHILD IS STILL IN DCF CUSTODY.

What Does CONSTITUTION say to DCF
THIS NEWSPAPER AD HAS A FULL FORCE OF AN AFFIDAVIT

THE

INDEPENDENT
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March Madness
ad special

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-
cil listened intently Mon-
day night as Brian Dakin, 
construction manager 
for the new Revere High 
School project, gave a de-
tailed presentation on all 
aspects of the project, from 
the timeline for design and 
construction, to the costs, 
and the three construction 
options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide 
presentation to comple-
ment his remarks. For the 
parents of schoolchildren 
watching at home, it had 
to be breathtaking to view 
the incredible plans for 
the potential $394 million 
project. State reimburse-
ment would be about $163 
million.

“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo 
announced Revere will ob-
serve Martin Luther King 
Day with “A Tribute to 
Martin Luther King Jr.”, a 
multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between 
Revere Public Schools and 
the City’s Human Rights 
Commission that will fea-
ture music, discussion, 
and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-
vere  and the rest of the 
First Suffolk & Middlesex 
district went to the polls 
and elected City Council-
or Lydia Edwards to serve 
as their next state senator. 
Once sworn in Edwards 
will become the first wom-
an and the first person of 
color to represent the dis-
trict.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Council hears 
presentation on 
new Revere High 
School project

Arrigo announces grant 
program to support local 

businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES 
OBSTETRICS AND 
GYNECOLOGY 
CENTERS

Cambridge Health Al-
liance (CHA) Women’s 
Health Centers have a 
new name. All three cen-
ters in Cambridge, Somer-
ville and Revere are now 
called CHA Obstetrics 
and Gynecology Centers. 

CHA Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Centers fo-
cus on providing safe and 
equitable gynecological, 
reproductive health as 
well as prenatal and post-
natal care. “We care about 
all of our patients, every 
day,” said Kate Harney, 
MD, CHA’s chief of ob-
stetrics and gynecology. 

In 2021, CHA’s Labor, 
Delivery and Postpar-
tum services were named 
among the top 100 in the 
country by Newsweek 
magazine. This recogni-
tion, along with a Leap-
frog A grade and distin-
guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur
508.677.5570

Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public 
playground at the Susan 
B Anthony Complex was 
empty, filled with snow, 
instead of playful students 
Friday morning as Thursday 
evening’s storm continued 
to blanket the City Friday 
morning. 

Shown right, a resident 
awaits an Uber in the snow.
Shown below, early morning 
on Union Street as the snow 
starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes 
Senator-Elect Edwards 

following election

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional 
Vocational High School 
Committee member An-
thony Caggiano is urging 
Revere residents to vote 
on Jan. 25 in favor of the 
new high school project 
that is being planned for 
the current site in Wake-
field.

The referendum will be 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at 
the St. Anthony’s Church 
bingo hall. New Elections 
Commissioner Paul Fahey 
will oversee the election in 
Revere. The other 11 com-
munities in the district will 
also be voting on Jan. 25.

“The vibes that [North-
east] Supt. David DiBarri 
and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is 
that they seem very sup-
portive of the building of 
a new [Northeast] high 
school,” said Caggiano.

Caggiano said con-
struction costs for the new 
school would be $317 
million, of which the state 
reimbursement is $141 
million. He said that Re-
vere’s share of the project 
would be approximately 
$1.8 million per year for 
20 years.

“The new high school 
would be built on top of 
the hill on the Northeast 
campus where the football 
field [Breakheart Stadium] 
is,” said Caggiano. “Once 
construction is finished, 
the old school would be 
demolished. We would 
then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old 
school.”

The new Northeast Re-
gional high school would 
have an enrollment of 
1,600 students, an increase 
from the current enroll-
ment of 1,300 students.

“Revere currently has 
the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia 
Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-
rigo and the Revere De-
partment of Planning and 
Community Develop-
ment (DPCD) announced 
$415,000 in Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funding to es-
tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-
gram is aimed at microen-
terprises and aims to help 
those small entrepreneurs 
as they withstand the con-
tinued pressures of operat-
ing in a COVID environ-
ment. Micro-enterprises 
are defined as businesses 

See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. 
with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 

rising number of COVID 

cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 

towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 

we all enjoyed over the 

summer months. 
According to the Direc-

tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 

Clinical Services
Meredith Hurley, RN, 

MPH, the weekly positive 

test rate jumped 82 percent 

when comparing the week 

ending January 1 with the 

week ending December 25.
For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 

residents were tested for 

COVID and 15.8 percent 

were found to be positive. 

This was an 82 percent 

spike from the 8.7 percent 

that tested positive the 

week prior. 
Six percent more resi-

dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 

January 1 so it seems the 

Omnicron variant, which 

makes up nearly all new 

cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 

town. 
The number of con-

firmed cases jumped from 

280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 

Committee met on Jan. 10, 

where the dominant theme 

of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 

to be attended by newly 

elected Town Council Pres. 

James Letterie and School 

Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 

Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 

and members Gus Martucci 

and Suzanne Swope.
Supt. Lisa Howard con-

gratulated and welcomed 

the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-

ed a level of student and 

staff absences never before 

seen in the district. The 

town had predicted a spike 

due to holiday gatherings, 

especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 

rise, but nothing like this.
On Monday, Jan. 3, the 

district was missing 446 

students (almost a quarter 

of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 

While the student absences 

seemed to level off in the 

following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 

$5,000 grant award from 

East Boston Savings Bank 

Charitable Foundation for 

FKO’s scholarship program 

to cover tuition costs for 

families in need.
“We are extremely grate-

ful for this generous grant 

which expanded access to 

safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 

for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 

FKO Executive Director. 

100% of grant funding was 

used to provide scholarship 

assistance that allows low 

and moderate income and 

at-risk school-aged youth 

from Winthrop access to 

quality out-of-school time 

enrichment.
FKO collaborates with 

Winthrop Public Schools 

and other community and 

government partners to 

design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 

of local youth. Through its 

longstanding contract with 

the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 

and Care, FKO provides 

low-income families with 

subsidized programming 

and through its contract 

with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 

Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 

of abuse or neglect, living 

in foster care, or exposed 

to trauma. Together, these 

collaborations help FKO 

connect Winthrop youth to 

safe, healthy enrichment 

opportunities.
With this generous fund-

ing from the East Boston 

Savings Bank Charitable 

Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent

Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000
Offered by: Dan Clucas

Dan Clucas
(617) 548-7716

30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 

2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 

appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 

dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 

prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 

home in one of the most beautiful 

tree-lined streets in East Milton. 

This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 

street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 

space is yours in this beautifully 

renovated single-family home 

on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens

617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 

home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 

This home features 15 rooms, 7 

bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 

throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 

of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000

Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 

the Street from the Ocean 

with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 

rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 

so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 

Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 

lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 

garage! This home features 

10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 

full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 

Terence Delehanty and the 

Town of Winthrop wish 

to provide residents with 

an update on property tax 

bills.
Due to a software er-

ror, third-quarter tax bills 

displayed a 2021 assessed 

value on tax bills rather 

than the 2022 values they 

should have displayed. 

However, the amount due 

listed on individual bills is 

correct.
The Town of Winthrop 

has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 

caused by this error, and 

encourage residents to 

reach out if they have any 

questions,” Delehanty said. 

“However, they should 

rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 

WPS sees historic 

staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS 

INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-

DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE 

ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. 

INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  

aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  

aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888

OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900

FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrss

Mon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm

385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday on Monday 
January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards 

scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 

Episcopal Church on 

Bowdoin Street may have 

showed signs of a wintery 

cold day on the outside, but 

all are warmly welcomed 

inside.

Shown right, Matteo Cantu 

was out with his dad Dane, 

building a snow castle.

Shown below, residents 

make their way Winthrop’s 

boat launching ramp for a 

boat ride. See more photos 

on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 

The COVID 19 virus continues 
to spread across the North End 
and the surrounding area with 2 
out of every 10 residents tested for 
the virus last week turning out to 
be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate 
citywide as Boston hospitals deal 
with the latest surge. 

According to the weekly 
report released Monday by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC), 3,278     North End, 
Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
tested and 22 percent were posi-
tive. This was a 46 percent increase 
from the 15.1 percent that tested 
positive between December 27 and 
January 3. The weekly positive test 
rate is up 127 percent in the area 
since December 27. 

Seven hundred twenty-one 
additional residents have been 
infected with the virus between 
January 3 and January 10 and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased to 6,419 cases overall 
since the pandemic began.

(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

The North End Regional Review  
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By John Lynds

Tuesday, voters in East Boston 
and the rest of the First Suffolk 
& Middlesex district went to the 
polls and elected City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards to serve as their 
next state senator. Once sworn 
in Edwards will become the first 
woman and the first person of 
color to represent the district.  

“I am grateful to the people 
of Boston, Cambridge, Revere 
and Winthrop for sending me 
to Beacon Hill to fight for our 
communities,” said Senator-Elect 
Edwards. “I know how to fight 
for what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and I am 
looking forward to continuing the 
work in the state house. When 
in 2014 we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, we showed 
the world that nannies and house 
cleaners can write laws: they 
know as workers, as women, as 
immigrants and people of color, 
about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government 
needs to do more to guarantee 
their rights and wellbeing.”

Edwards continued, “Like so 
many in our communities, I know 
what it’s like to be unable to 
afford school lunch, to lose a job 
and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)

Area’s COVID positive 
test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now 
Senator-Elect Edwards

Special to the Journal

The City of Lynn Planning De-

partment announces the member-

ship of the Vision Lynn Steering 

Committee, which will guide the 

community engagement for the 

City’s first ever comprehensive 

plan, Vision Lynn. The Commit-

tee’s 34 members will assist the 

Planning Department in design-

ing a robust, inclusive, year-long 

community conversation about 

Lynn’s future and ensuring the 

final document is consistent with 

the feedback collected. 
The Steering Committee is 

predominantly made up of com-

munity members, but will also be 

joined by two Councilors (to be 

announced) and Planning Board 

Chair Bob Stilian. Several rep-

resentatives from City staff will 

also participate, including Lynn 

Public Schools Superintendent 

Patrick Tutwiler, Director of 

Elder Services Christopher Go-

mez-Farewell, Diversity, Eq-

uity and Inclusion Coordinator 

Faustina Cuevas, and represen-

tatives from the Mayor’s Office, 

the Economic Development and 

Industrial Corporation/Lynn 

(EDIC/Lynn), and Lynn Hous-

ing Authority and Neighborhood 

Development (LHAND). A full 

list of Steering Committee mem-

bers is available below and on 

the project website, LynnInCom-

mon.com/Vision-Lynn.
The Steering Committee mem-

bers each bring rich connections 

to the community and unique 

perspectives. As a whole, the 

Committee speaks 11 languages 

and a majority identify as people 

of color. There are also repre-

sentatives who are foreign-born, 

lifelong Lynners, members of the 

LGBQTIA+ community, par-

ents, elders, youth, and residents 

of each ward.
Establishing the Steering 

Committee is the first major step 

in the creation of Lynn’s first 

comprehensive plan, which was 

a key priority for Former Mayor 

Thomas McGee from the begin-

ning of his administration. “We 

have been able to put together a 

diverse, talented Steering Com-

mittee with deep community 

Thursday, January 13, 2022Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G

Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com
Your Ad Here

Call 781 485 0588
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 

C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!WINTHROP - RENT

For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 

Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-

ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/
AC, Deck with IG 

Pool Extremely well 
maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 

1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.

 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 

Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service

CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 

will be delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 

OPEN
Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental 

Affairs has approved a $1.5 

million grant regarding the 

development of the Northern 

Strand Community Trail led 

by a Revere on the Move part-

ner organization, Bike to the 

Sea. 
Revere has a one-mile 

stretch in North Revere. The 

Northern Strand Community 

Trail has been in development 

for over 20 years. The North 

Revere segment is a major 

part in the project that creates 

a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 

running from West Everett, 

through Malden and Revere 

to the Saugus River and soon 

into Lynn. The North Revere 

segment allows users to en-

joy spectacular views of the 

Rumney Marsh. 
The funding, awarded 

through the Executive Office 

of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 

Parks Program, enables the 

design of the trail, develop-

ment of bid-ready construc-

tion documents, and receipt 

of all necessary construction 

permits. When completed, the 

trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 

& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 

Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 

Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 

Route 1 have put up with the 

noise from millions of cars, 

and now some city councillors 

want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 

install barriers along Route 1 

between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 

Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 

Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 

Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 

last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 

tried to get barriers installed 

in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 

granted sound barriers.
Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-

voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 

1 installed along a new ball 

field.
“It’s a quality-of-life is-

sue,” he said.
Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 

community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 

the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 

Force; and this time, these 

ideas are going to become a 

reality.
Every year a group of Re-

vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 

select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 

through the community-led 

organizations, Revere on the 

Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 

Task Force and Revere on the 

Move are initiatives of the 

MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 

is additionally co-led by the 

Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 

was awarded to fund ideas to 

make Revere a healthier place 

to work, to play, and to raise 

a family. The Revere on the 

Move mini-grant program 

offered $10,605 in funding 

for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 

youth-led projects that would 

help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 

The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 

reduce youth substance use, 

improve their mental health, 

and increase opportunities for 

positive youth engagement.
In addition to the mini-

grants already funded, Revere 

on the Move has extended 

their permanent change and 

program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 

Up to $1,395 is available for 

ideas that make it easier to 

eat healthy and be active for 

all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 

awarded $500,000 to nine 

projects through the Urban 

Agenda Grant Program. The 

Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 

was one group given $50,000 

in funding to help establish 

workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 

created jobs.
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 

with Housing and Economic 

Development Secretary Jay 

Ash came to Revere City Hall 

to present the check to the 

Neighborhood Developers.
“Our administration under-

stands the importance of local 

leadership and its impact on 

the lives of residents,” said 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Urban Agenda Grant 

Program relies on the strong 

partnerships between local 

government, non-profits and 

the business community that 

are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 

stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 

economic and employment 

base by utilizing large-scale 

and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 

plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 

and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 

partnership-building, problem 

solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 

competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 

that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 

economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 

fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 

Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 

Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 

Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-

ket in 2017 was definitely a 

good one with higher prices 

for homes than in 2016, but 

a drop in the number of new 

listings, making home-buying 

an adventure.
“These are the highest pric-

es we’ve seen in the last eight 

years,” said Maureen Celata, 

owner/broker of MCelata Real 

Estate. “And 2018 is going to 

be another banner year. Inven-

tory is low now, but everyone 

is looking to the spring.”
According to figures from 

the Massachusetts Associa-

tion of Realtors, the median 

sales prices was $376,250, 

a 4.9 increase over prices in 

2016.
Homes also were also on 

the market 41 days, a 26.8 

percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 

10.8 percent down from 297 

in 2016. The good news for 

sellers is that the original list-

ing price was matched 100 

percent of the time.
The condominium mar-

ket saw similar trends with 

the median sales price at 

$315,000, up 16.7 percent 

over 2016. Days on the mar-

ket also dropped from 67 in 

2016 to 47 days on the market
“Inventory is low now and 

everyone is looking toward 

the spring,” Celata said
The rental market is also 

strong with rents ranging from 

$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 

that if someone is paying big 

rent they just might be capable 

of buying and taking advan-

tage of first-time homebuyers 

programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 

to be in real estate,” said Joe 

Mario of Century 21 Ma-

rio Real Estate. “There’s a 

lot of confidence and equity 

in homes. For 35 years now 

it’s been positive. Now is the 

time to sell. Revere is getting 

the overflow from the Boston 

market and people are moving 

to Revere.
Mario said Revere is desir-

able because of its proximity 

to Boston, and it’s a hidden 

gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 

to the spring market, drawing 

from Boston and surrounding 

communities. He added that 

the Revere School system is 

also a draw for buyers.
“It all adds to the future 

growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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GRAND OPENING

Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Rincon Macorisano with State Rep. Peter Capano, Ward 3 Councilor 

Coco Alinsug, Mayor Jared Nicholson, NSLBA President Frances Martinez, and Rincon owners, Teresa and 

Basilio Encarnacion. See Page 5 for more photos.

City announces Vision Lynn Steering Committee

Please see COMMITTEE Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Michelle Roach of Lynn, 

head coach of the Peabody 

High School girls hockey team, 

has been selected as the MIAA 

Coach of the Year for the 2020-

21 season.
“It’s quite the honor to re-

ceive,” Roach humbly told the 

Lynn Journal this week.
Roach is an alumna of St. 

Mary’s High School where she 

was the captain of the first-ever 

girls hockey team in the 2001-

02 season. She also served as 

an assistant hockey coach at St. 

Mary’s and was inducted into the 

St. Mary’s Varsity Club Hall of 

Fame in 2016.
St. Mary’s Director of Athlet-

ics Jeff Newhall congratulated 

his fellow alumnus on receiving 

the esteemed statewide honor.
“We in the St. Mary’s com-

munity congratulate Michelle on 

receiving this prestigious award 

from the MIAA,” said Newhall. 

“Michelle was an outstanding 

player and assistant coach in our 

girls hockey program and con-

tinues to be a great role model 

for student-athletes. We wish her 

continued success in her profes-

sional career and coaching en-

deavors.”
Following her outstanding ca-

reer at St. Mary’s, Roach went 

on to play three seasons in the 

St. Michael’s College women’s 

Michelle Roach named 

MIAA Girls Hockey 
Coach of the Year

Please see ROACH  Page 7

Michelle Roach.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-
hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-
ally on January 11 for a make-up 
December meeting, as there was 
not a quorum of council members 
to hold a meeting in December.

The Council first heard a pre-
sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A 
Centre St., which requested a 
change in closing hours as well 
as the removal of language about 
a shared valet

SEED Chief of Staff Tomas 
Gonzalez, as well as CEO April 
Arrasate were on hand to present 
the proposal and address com-
ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s 
current hours are 11am to 8pm 
but their original proposal was 
for 10am to 10pm, so that is what 
they are proposing now. 

“We are trying to get in line 
with our competitors,” Arrasate 
said, adding that they believe the 
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By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District 
E13 of the Boston Police De-
partment (BPD) hosted its first 
virtual police and community 
relations meeting of 2022. The 
monthly meeting, which is car-
ried out virtually over Zoom, is 
an opportunity for members of 
the public to learn about local 
crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John 

Dougherty provides Part One 
crime data assembled by the Bos-
ton Regional Intelligence Center. 
Part One crimes are the most se-
rious, and don’t include offenses 
like vandalism, drug dealing or 
possession of firearms.

Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-
trito E13 del Departamento de 
Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó 
su primera reunión virtual de rel-
aciones comunitarias y policiales 
de 2022. La reunión mensual, que 
se lleva a cabo virtualmente a 
través de Zoom, es una oportuni-
dad para que los miembros del 
público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la 
aplicación de la ley.

En cada reunión, el Sgto. John 
Dougherty proporciona datos so-
bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-
unidos por el Centro Regional 
de Inteligencia de Boston. Los 
delitos de la Parte Uno son los 
más graves y no incluyen el van-
dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and 
many residents enjoyed their 
time outside  around Jamaica 
Pond (above) or fighting the 
cold with some hot coffee, 
(right) and, of course,  playing 
in the snow as can be seen on 
Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced 
this month the City of Boston, 
in collaboration with the Core 
Empowerment Social Justice 
Cannabis Museum in Jamaica 
Plain, will offer a series of free 
introductory informational ses-
sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18 on the cannabis industry 
and entrepreneurship for those 
who intend to operate a cannabis 
business in the City of Boston. 

Wu said the objective of these 
January sessions is to increase 
the number of equity owned 
cannabis business licensees and 
applicants in the City of Boston. 

“As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to 
uplift the communities that have 
lived the harms of previous mar-
ijuana laws and enforcement,” 
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-
courage all interested entrepre-
neurs to use these resources to 
ensure equitable growth for this 
emerging industry.”

In November of 2019, the City 
of Boston passed an “Ordinance 
Establishing Equitable Regula-
tion of the Cannabis Industry,” 
which requires the development 
of procedures and policies that 
encourage participation in the 
regulated cannabis industry by 
communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum 
offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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January 17, 2022,

Trash will be delayed by 
one day
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 

Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 

Army watches over Everett 

as the snow falls last Friday 

morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do 

without.

Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday 

to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law 

Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to 
Colombia’s vibrant cul-
ture, colors, sounds and 
dense natural scenery. For 
this mural at Ashley and 
Boardman, Ortiz took both 
of these factors and put 
them down taking nature’s 
elements from Eastie.

This is not the first 
time Redgate has com-
missioned local artists 
for work in the commu-
nity. The developer hired 
cross-medium artist Mia 
Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting 
which is the signature 
feature of Addison Street 
project’s lobby.  

Cross, a Boston-based 
artist who is originally 
from Framingham – has 
been featured in numer-
ous galleries and exhibits 
throughout New England 
and New York, and her 
work lives in private col-
lections throughout Eu-
rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in 
Orient Heights knows the 
area near the Marty Pino 
Community Center where 
Ashley Street dumps out 
onto Boardman can be a 
dangerous area for pedes-
trians and motorists. 

With a community cen-
ter and neighboring Noyes 
Park hosting hundreds of 
children each week once 
the weather gets warm 
the city has heard enough 
complaints about the in-
tersection to begin trying 
something different. 

Since last March the 
Boston Transportation 
Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic 
calming measures includ-
ing installing permanent 
traffic cones to demon-
strate the city’s plan to 
transform the triangular 
intersection into a more 
user friendly area for mo-
torists and pedestrians. 

Recently, Redgate, the 
developers of the 230-unit 
apartment community on 
Addison Street, teamed 
up with the City of Bos-
ton’s Tactical Urbanism 
Initiative to create a safer 
intersection at Ashley and 
Boardman streets.

Redgate commissioned 
celebrated Colombian art-
ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the 
portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-
fic cones into a work of 
art. 

Ortiz’s now completed 
mural incorporates imag-
ery of native wildlife from 
Belle Isle Marsh into a 
public art piece for all to 
enjoy while drawing atten-
tion to the traffic calming 
measures that have been 
deployed by the city. 

The commissioning of 
Ortiz was part of a com-
munity benefits mitigation 
package in connection 
with Redgate’s Addison 
Street project and was 
funded through the Addi-
son project in collabora-
tion with the tactical ur-
banism initiative 

“The place we have 
created at Addison is very 
welcoming and hopefully 
inspiring to the artist com-
munity, and these won-
derful pieces of public art 
reflect that idea,” said Da-
mian Szary, a Principal at 
Redgate. “Felipe’s street 
mural not only has created 
great beauty for all of East 
Boston to appreciate, but it 
will actually contribute to 
improved public safety at 
the Ashley and Boardman 
intersection.”

Ortiz’s unique murals 
are a fusion of artistic 
themes representing the 
urban scenery from the 
U.S., its vast landscape, 
and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston 
Licensing Board approved 
plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ 
restaurant on the corner of 
Border and Decatur Street 
inside a commercial space 
created by NOAH (East 
Boston Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing) as 
part of its Coppersmith 
Village project. 

According to the pro-
posal before the Licensing 
Board last week, Pearl & 
Lime Restaurant, which 
will be managed and part-
ly owned  by lifelong East-
ie resident Vanik Hacopi-
an, plans to obtain a seven 
day all alcoholic license 
for the planned 3,626 
square foot restaurant. At-
torney Andrew Upton told 
the board his clients plan 
to create 3,071 square feet 
inside and an additional 
555 square foot season-
al outdoor patio with 40 
seats. Upton said the patio 
would close by 10 a.m. but 
the indoor portion of the 
restaurant would remain 
open until 1 a.m. 

“Pearl and Lime is a 
fresh pan-Latin concept 
with neighborhood price 
points and a commit-

ment to being part of the 
community,” said Upton. 
“Fresh food and a com-
fortable modern atmo-
sphere and decor will be 
the calling cards of this 
new neighborhood restau-
rant. The character and 
fitness of this applicant 
is clear. This is the team 
that’s behind Pearl and 
Lime in Quincy and are 
a family friendly, fresh 
pan-Latin concept that has 
become a neighborhood 
fixture and has had no vio-
lations or complaints from 
their neighbors. They’ve 
proven this concept and 
are excited about this East 
Boston location. Further 
their landlord, NOAH, has 
chosen this team due to 
their sensitivity to the res-
idents, the neighbors and 
the community.”

The planned restaurant 
approved last week re-
ceived support from City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
and Rep. Adrian Madaro 
as well as the Maverick 
Square Neighborhood As-
sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in 
East Boston and the rest 
of the First Suffolk & 
Middlesex district went to 
the polls and elected City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
to serve as their next state 
senator. Once sworn in 
Edwards will become the 
first woman and the first 
person of color to repre-
sent the district.  

“I am grateful to the 
people of Boston, Cam-
bridge, Revere and Win-
throp for sending me to 
Beacon Hill to fight for 
our communities,” said 
Senator-Elect Edwards. 
“I know how to fight for 
what you believe in, build 
a movement and win, and 
I am looking forward to 
continuing the work in the 
state house. When in 2014 
we passed the Domestic 
Workers Bill of Rights, 
we showed the world that 
nannies and house clean-
ers can write laws: they 
know as workers, as wom-
en, as immigrants and 
people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and 
they know when our gov-
ernment needs to do more 
to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”
Edwards continued, 

“Like so many in our 
communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-
ford school lunch, to lose 
a job and panic about next 
month’s rent, to live each 
day breathing in air pol-
lution and to worry about 
tomorrow as the sea levels 
continue to rise. Together, 
with our pain and purpose, 
we will fight for laws and 
the social conditions that 
protect people, communi-
ties and our planet. I am 
excited for the journey 
ahead.”

The election took place 
across the district during 
Tuesday’s frigid state gen-
eral election and included 
Wards and Precincts in 
Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-
jtop, the North End, Bea-
con Hill, Bay Village, 
Chinatown, the South End 
and Cambridgeport. With 
no Republican challenger 
on the ballot Edwards’s 
win was all but guaranteed 
Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-
vere School Committee 
member Anthony D’Am-
brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board 
approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik 
Hacopian talks about his 
new restaurant concept at 
last week’s Licensing Board 
hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 

The Independent Newspaper Group 

Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17

in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR. DAY
The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18

Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of 

cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 

on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 

on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 

beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 

Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 

(right) listens as Eugene 

O’Flaherty reads a proc-

lamation honoring the 

Rev. Healy’s outstanding 

service to the Chelsea 

Soldiers’ Home where he 

served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge

Just a few weeks ago, 
Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of 
Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, 
Peru, where he cared for indige-
nous residents in a makeshift clinic 
in an abandoned warehouse with-
out modern tools or electricity.  
Making the best of rudimentary 
resources, he and his team pushed 
three chairs together to form an 
exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to 
provide expert medical care to 
local patients, many of whom are 
migrant workers and families of 
the remote villages in Central and 
South America.  Seeing firsthand 
the disparities in healthcare access 
and technology in non-industrial-
ized countries has inspired the pri-
mary care sports medicine doctor 
to do more.

“The nearest hospital for most 
people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough 
to have transportation,” says Dr. 
Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians 
Group doctor who was introduced 
to the volunteer program when 
working as an urgent care phy-
sician in New York City several 
years ago. “In these remote com-
munities, we see a lot of dietary, 
skeletal and muscular issues. We 
bring what supplies and medica-
tions we can with us, but it never 
feels like enough. More volunteers 
are needed to meet people where 
they live and provide the care 
these residents need to survive.” 

Dr. Mulroy typically sees 
patients at the North Shore 
Physicians Group practice in 
Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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The Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and 
Development Agency (BPDA) 
will be hosting a virtual Impact 
Advisory Group (IAG) meet-
ing on the Draft Project Impact 
Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic 
Avenue project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 19 from  
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents 
can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-
1Kh to participate. 

However, the BPDA advised 
that this meeting will be different 
from that of a traditional com-
munity meeting. As part of the 
development review process, IAG 
members work closely with BPDA 
staff to identify the impacts of a 
project and recommend appro-
priate community benefits to off-
set those impacts. IAG meetings 
prioritize discussion between the 
developer and IAG members.

Developers looking to convert 
a 60,089 square foot parcel in an 
industrial corner of Charlestown 
between Sullivan Square and 
Somerville into a 25-story mixed-
use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency in 
November. 

The filing for the project at 1 
Mystic Ave. triggered a public 
comment period under the BPDA’s 
Article 80 Large Project Review 
and residents can submit com-
ments until January 26 at http://
www.bostonplans.org/projects/
development-projects/one-mys-
tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project 
Notification Form (PNF) with the 
BPDA back in January the devel-
opers, One Mystic Owner, have 
made changes to the project after 
meetings with the community and 
BPDA. 

When the developer filed its 
PNF, they looked to construct 
695 residential units in a 29 story 
building with ground food com-
mercial space. The updated plans 
look to construct a 478,880-gross-
square-foot, 25-story building 
with 639 units on the site cur-
rently occupied by the BellSimons 
Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and 
plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto 

Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on 
Sullivan Square project

(PEru Pg. 8)

(BPDa Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-

ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 

Flynn is looking forward to serv-

ing in the role during the dawn 

of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 

administration, as well as amid 

an influx of new blood into the 

City Council.
 “I’m really proud of my 

new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 

They really care about the city 

and their neighborhoods. And 

I’m equally proud of the current 

councilors and look forward to 

a productive term working with 

Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 

was unanimously voted in as the 

new council president for a two-

year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to 

serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the 

Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 

to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-

servancy is bringing back a won-

derful reason to visit the Emer-

ald Necklace parks this winter. 

“Lights in the Necklace” is a 

unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 

beginning February 1 and con-

tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 

trees, in the Emerald Necklace 

will be awash with an emerald 

glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 

celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 

bring visitors together, inspire 

and light the way in challenging 

times. Enjoy the lighting on a 

series of iconic Emerald Neck-

lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 

daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmEralD nECklaCE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON

City Council President and 

District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments

By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 

press conference on January 10 

to provide updates on the public 

health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 

and Cass have been driven by a 

public health and housing-led 

approach,” Wu said, adding that 

the encampments “are not a safe 

or healthy place for anyone to be 

living.” 

There is no heat or running 

water and fires have broken out 

in the area as people attempt to 

stay warm.
With this week’s frigid weath-

er especially, there are “ongoing 

issues around frostbite and hypo-

thermia as temperatures drop,” 

Wu said. 
The Wu administration has 

surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/Cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHY

The entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 

361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-

post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-

line set by Mayor Michelle 

Wu to clear out the homeless 

encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-

al meeting of the South End, 

Newmarket, Roxbury Working 

Group on Addiction, Recovery, 

and Homelessness on Tuesday, 

Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 

only temporarily remedy the 

problem and the encampments, 

along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/

Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(wOrkIng grOuP Pg. 4)
By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 

Eliot School are fuming over the 

introduction of the so-called ‘10-

point’ penalty placed on some 

high performing Boston Public 

Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 

exam school like Boston Latin, 

Boston Latin Academy and the 

O’Bryant. 
The Eliot, which serves many 

students from Back Bay, Beacon 

Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 

to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(ElIOt sChOOl Pg. 7)
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By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-ident, District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn is looking forward to serv-ing in the role during the dawn of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-istration, as well as amid an influx of new blood into the City Coun-cil.
“I’m really proud of my new colleagues who just started and are off to a strong start. They real-ly care about the city and their neighborhoods. And I’m equally proud of the current councilors and look forward to a productive term working with Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who was unanimously voted in as the new council pres-ident for a two-year term  by his fellow councilors during the City Council’s first meeting of the new year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-topher A. Iannella Chamber. 

The Council’s five new mem-bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy on the Council after Wu was elect-ed mayor, were on hand for their first City Council meeting after being sworn in only hours earlier at City Hall. 
“The new City Councilors 
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EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan Murphy

As the owner of Teddy’s on the Hill , which is set to open before the end of the month in the Bow-doin Street space that was home for more than a century to The Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well aware that he has been entrusted with carrying on the legacy of a fabled Boston institution.
“What we’re looking to accom-plish when we open, first and foremost, is keeping the nostalgia of one of the most iconic spots in the city,” he said.  “And second, what can we do to give it a breath of fresh air for the neighborhood and everyone else?”

Long before the inception of Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a more than 20-year veteran of the restaurant industry who 
most recently co-man-
aged the now-shuttered 
Finn McCool’s in the 
Financial District, was 
already well acquainted 
with The Red Hat, which 
operated at 9 Bowdoin 
St. from 1907 until last 
June, as it was a popular 
destination for restaurant 
workers.

“I’ve been coming 
here for years,” said Nicholson. “Just being in the industry, it was one of the spots we always used to go come to after a game or some-thing, so I had an idea of the what the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for ownership and thought what bet-ter spot to do it in than one of the most iconic bars in Boston? 
“If you’re going to be a bear, you mind as well be a grizzly,” he added.

Working alongside Nicholson at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney Nunheimer, general manager, bev-erage director, and self-described “jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER
This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTONCity Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council 
President Ed Flynn 
looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on 
the Hill set to 
take over old 
Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL 
AND D. MURPHYAbove, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)

Undecorating continues this weekend!We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank you to those volunteers who began the process last weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you decorated if possible or the poles near your home. We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 

Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off Undecorating last weekend.
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“Everyone will have 
a home at the Veterans 
Home in Chelsea, wheth-
er it is during the rede-
velopment or after,” said 
Cheung. “Our commit-
ment with the state is to 
have onsite relocation 
even during the redevel-
opment of the buildings.”

Cheung said the earliest 
the developers are project-
ing anyone would have 
to be relocated within the 
campus is the fall of 2024.

The main proposed 
changes to the project 
since it was last before 
the council last year come 
at the recommendation of 
the National Park Service, 
with the elimination of 
additions to the Sullivan 
and Keville House build-
ings. The additional units 
planned for those build-
ings will be built on land 
that was originally intend-
ed as a park.

All nine buildings on 
the site will be preserved, 
and the only structure that 
is slated for demolition is 
the existing incinerator.

The headquarters build-
ing will be a veterans re-
source center, and the 
Commandant’s House 

will be home to the onsite 
property management. 
There are also plans for 
a veterans victory gar-
den near the Comman-
dant’s House, according to 
Cheung.

“The goal is to create 
more green space and 
more active and passive 
recreation space on the 
site,” she said.

Cheung also talked 
about how the services 
and resources for existing 
and new veteran residents 
would be handled.

Currently, the 123 res-
idents live in single room 
occupancy units and are 
provided with three meals 
per day in addition to other 
resources from the state.

In the new develop-
ment, all units will have 
their own kitchens and 
bathrooms, with one out-
side meal per day provid-
ed.

“Existing residents 
that live at the veter-
ans home will continue 
to receive services from 
the Commonwealth un-
til they move into their 
new affordable units as 
managed by Pennrose,” 
said Cheung. “When they 

move into the Pennrose 
development, they will 
be supported by property 
management staff, our res-
ident service coordinator” 
as well as services from 
Soldier On.

Cheung said there will 
be coordination and com-
munication between Pen-
nrose and the state as the 
soldiers transition to the 
new units, and that the 
goal is to create a one-
stop resource center at the 
headquarters building.

The affordable units 
will have 100 percent 
preference given to vet-
erans. Since there will be 
larger units, there will also 
be some opportunities for 
veterans to occupy some 
of the units with their fam-
ilies.

“This is veterans hous-
ing, that’s our plan and 
that’s our goal … the 
goal is that there will be 
220 veterans here, that it 
will be attractive enough 
that veterans will want to 
come and live here,” said 
Pennrose Regional Vice 
President Charlie Adams. 
“That’s why we are doing 
this project, because we 
believe in veterans’ hous-

ing.”
Counci lor-a t -Large 

Damali Vidot was among 
several councilors that 
said she was concerned 
about current residents 
losing some services, es-
pecially since the number 
of meals provided to the 
residents will drop from 
three to one.

Even though there will 
be kitchens in the units, 
Vidot noted that some vet-
erans may be uncomfort-
able preparing their own 
meals, or may have spe-
cial dietary restrictions.

District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor noted that 
the project itself will be a 
large and long construc-
tion project, and asked the 
developers not to skimp 
on their community out-
reach and construction 
mitigation plans for the 
neighborhood and the city.

Taylor also requested 
that the next time the de-
velopers update the coun-
cil, they included repre-
sentatives from Soldier 
On so they can provide 
more information on the 
resources and services 
they will provide for res-
idents.

from community members 
about what their concerns 
and thoughts are related to 
climate and energy,” said 
Shyduroff-Gutman.

The forum planned for 
March 28 will be a presen-
tation on the work that has 
been done thus far on the 
action plan and potential 
actions the three commu-
nities can take to reduce 
emissions, she said.

“There’s a lot of desire 
for more trees and greens-
pace and access to outdoor 
spaces and improvement to 
outdoor air quality,” said 
Shyduroff-Gutman about 
the responses to the pro-
cess so far. “That came up a 
lot especially in Winthrop, 
where there is proximity to 
the airport and other indus-
tries.”

There has also been dis-
cussion about the need for 
incentives for solar power 
and reducing energy costs 
in their housing and in de-
velopments, she added.

The plan is to have a 
draft of the Zero Carbon 
Action Plan this spring and 
have it finalized by June.

At that point, it will be 
up to the North Suffolk Of-
fice of Resilience and Sus-
tainability to implement 
the action items within the 
plan.

“There will probably be 
a range of near-term ac-
tions that they can priori-
tize in the next one to three 
years as well as action over 
the next five to seven years 
and longer-term actions,” 
said Shyduroff-Gutman. 

There will also likely be 
recommendations about 
when to revisit the plan, 
aligning with carbon neu-
trality benchmarks in 2030 
and 2050.

Shyduroff-Gutman said 
the plan is a bit unique for 
the MAPC, since it covers 
three communities, and 
will need sign off and ef-
forts from the administra-
tion and staff in all three 
communities.

The recommendations 
from the plan will span six 
different sectors, including 
buildings and energy, mo-
bility and transportation, 
solid waste, open space and 
environment, municipal 
buildings and fleets, and 
collaborative government.

Residents will have the 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions and provide input 
during the March 28 meet-
ing, and Shyduroff-Gut-
man said there will also be 
a survey after the meeting 
so participants can expand 
on their input for the action 
plan.

Last week, Senator Sal DiDomenico hosted the Trauma and Learning Policy Initiative of Harvard Law School as they held 
a legislative briefing entitled “Students Speak: Rebuilding Community in our Schools” with State Representative Ruth B. 
Balser. Students from several communities, including Chelsea, shared personal stories about the need and importance 
of the Safe and Supportive Schools initiative. “After the briefing, I was happy to meet with Chelsea students in my office 
and the Senate Chamber and listen to more of their suggestions to make our schools even better for their classmates and 
teachers,” said State Senator Sal DiDomenico. “I was impressed by their passion, and our future is in good hands.”

DIDOMENICO HOSTS CHELSEA STUDENTS

Developers / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Zero Carbon / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Chelsea Veterans’ Home Acting Superintendent Robert 
Engell (left) welcomes Executive Office of Veterans’ Ser-
vices Secretary Dr. Jon Santiago for a visit and tour of the 
Veterans’ Home and the new Community Living Center 
Wednesday.
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1    SELLER 1    ADDRESS                   PRICE   
5 John Prime LLC Chelross LLC 5 John St                   $300,000  
Shado Chelsea LLC Collette Ft            19 John St                    $850,000  
Henry, Francis X Epstein, Daniel 160 Commandants Way #202 $455,000

Buy/Sell? Lease. Residential & Commercial 
 TEXT OR CALL JEFFREY BOWEN

781-201-9488

jeff@chelsearealestate.com  chelsearealestate.com 

Massport is currently 

accepting applications for 

the following Scholarships:

• Deborah Hadden Gray Memorial Scholarship
Awarded annually to a high school senior who 

resides and is involved in community service or 

employment in the City of Boston, Chelsea, Revere 

or Winthrop with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• Lowell L. Richards III Memorial Scholarship
Awarded annually to a high school senior who 

resides and is involved in community service in 

the City of Boston, Chelsea, Revere, or Winthrop, 

with a minimum 3.0 GPA.

• Diversity STEM Scholarship
Awarded to high school seniors of color who 

reside or attend school in the City of Boston, 

Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere, Worcester, Bedford, 

Concord, Lexington, or Lincoln, and are involved 

in community service with a minimum 3.0 GPA.  

Scholarship applications must be received by Massport 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 28, 2023. 
For more information on these scholarships, including 
application checklist and criteria please visit 
www.massport.com.

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES 
2023

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Send us Your 
Eggstra Special Eggstra Special 
Person or Pet this Person or Pet this 
Easter seasonEaster season

Photos will be published on April 5Photos will be published on April 5thth & April 6 & April 6thth

Revere Journal   |   East Boston Times
Chelsea Record   |   Everett Independent
Winthrop Transcript   |   Lynn Journal 

Please send your photo to 
 PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
with the following information:

Name (first only), phone number and Publication(s) of choice

HOP TO IT....HOP TO IT....

DEADLINE March 31!DEADLINE March 31!

Boston ranks number 4 on list of America's most congested cities
 Special to the Journal

The most congested cit-
ies across America have 
been revealed with motor-
ists driving at an average 
of just 17.5 mph during 
rush hour.

Car rental experts at 
StressFreeCarRental.com 
have crunched the num-
bers to find the drivers 
who are spending the most 
time sitting in their cars.

New Yorkers experi-
ence the worst congestion 
in the country - travelling 
at an average of just 12 
mph during rush hour.

Motorists in Washing-
ton DC and San Francis-
co experience the second 
and third worst congestion 
across the US, with an av-
erage travel speed of 14 
mph and 15 mph respec-
tively, during peak times.

Boston makes the top 
five of the worst congest-
ed cities, taking on aver-
age 18.4 minutes to drive 
six miles.

Drivers in Pennsylvania 
also experience long wait 
times sitting in traffic, 
as both Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh make the top 
10 list also.

Chicago and Baltimore 
rank at the fifth and sixth 
worst congested cities in 
the country, spending al-
most 20 minutes to travel 
six miles during peak trav-
el times.

Seattle and Miami also 
have some of the most 
jam-packed roads across 
America, with drivers 
travelling at an average 
speed of 21 mph during 
rush hour.

A spokesperson for 
StressFreeCarRental.com 
said: “It’s unsurprising 
to see the most densely 
populated city at the top 

of the league table - with 
New Yorkers travelling at 
an average of 12 miles an 
hour at rush hour.

“Of the top 10, it’s only 
drivers in Pittsburgh and 
Miami who can make a six 
mile journey in less than 
15 minutes.

“For motorists in the 
most congested cities of 
San Francisco, Washing-
ton DC, and New York, 
the journey will take 20 
minutes or more.

“Drivers are experienc-
ing slow moving traffic 
every day - with an av-
erage speed of only 17.5 
mph during rush hour 
across the US as a whole.

“And many motorists 
are spending over 40 min-

utes doing their daily com-
mute because of how con-
gested the city roads have 
become.

“This is frustratingly 
slow and none of us par-
ticularly enjoy spending 
longer than we already do 
sitting in our cars while 
we miss out on things we 
would rather be doing in-
stead.

“But it is surprising not 
to see some of America’s 
busiest cities on the list - 
Pittsburgh ranking above 
Los Angeles is surprising 
when you consider the 
reputation LA has for con-
gestion.

“What we might be see-
ing is the result of differ-
ing levels of investment 

into improving roads and 
public transport city to 
city.

“As the US tries to im-
prove its air quality, pol-
lution, and reduction of 
emissions, we need more 
investment to help traffic 
flow more freely.

“This might involve 
introducing more conges-
tion charges for motorists 
in these cities and pump-
ing more funding into im-
proving roads and public 
transport systems to tackle 
the issue.”

For information on how 
to drive stress free in any 
of the world’s major cities 
please visit https://www.
stressfreecarrental.com/

Rank City Average time to travel 
6 miles (minutes)

Average speed 
in rush hour 

(mph)
1 New York City 24.3 12
2 Washington DC 20.4 14
3 San Francisco 20.3 15
4 Boston 18.4 16
5 Chicago 18 16
6 Baltimore 17 19
7 Seattle 15.3 21
8 Philadelphia 15.2 19
9 Pittsburgh 14.3 22

10 Miami 14.3 21

Gridlock along Saratoga Street in East Boston, is causing public safety concerns among 
residents during the morning commute.
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Your opinions, please
The Chelsea Record welcomes letters to the editor.  

Our mailing address is 
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 

 Letters may also be e-mailed to 
editor@chelsearecord.com. 

Letters must be signed.  
We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Chelsea
R e c o r d

PRESIDENT: Stephen Quigley

EDITOR IN CHIEF: Cary Shuman
Forum

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
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the management immediately of any errors that may occur. Chelsea Re-
cord, 101-680, at 385 Broadway, the Citizens Bank Building, Suite 105, 
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GET UPDATED 
COVID-19 
BOOSTER OR 
VACCINATION 

COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics offering a $75 gift 
card incentive are sched-
uled in Chelsea on Sat-
urdays and Sundays in 
March, providing a free, 
convenient and accessible 
way for adults and chil-
dren to stay up to date on 
COVID vaccinations. 

No ID or health insur-
ance is required. To find 
additional clinics that are 
offering the $75 gift cards, 
go to mass.gov/GetBoost-
ed. The gift card offer is 
only available at clinics on 
the Get Boosted webpage, 
while supplies last. If you 
have questions or need 
help finding a clinic, you 

can call 211 (or 877-211-
6277).

OLD NORTH 
CHURCH SIGNAL 
RE-ENACTMENT

On Thursday, April 20, 
Old North Illuminated in 
Boston’s North End will 
re-enact the famous sig-
nal that lit the way for 
the American Revolution. 
The celebration recogniz-
es the 300th  anniversary 
of Old North Church and 
the historical events of 
April 18, 1775, when al-
lies of Paul Revere hung 
two lanterns from Old 
North Church’s steeple as 
a warning to their fellow 
Patriots that British troops 
were on the move.

After passing critical 
information to the signal 

holders, Paul Revere be-
gan his iconic midnight 
journey to Lexington and 
Concord. 

The courageous ac-
tions of Revere and the 
lantern bearers are an in-
spirational reminder of 
the power of active citi-
zenship to create a more 
perfect union that reflects 
the promise of liberty and 
justice for all.  

This year’s event will 
be held in person from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Old 
North Church & Historic 
Site, located at 193 Salem 
Street in Boston. The cel-
ebration will feature the 
Middlesex County Vol-
unteers Fife & Drums; 
a rousing reading of the 
poem “Paul Revere’s 
Ride” by Susan Tran, 
Emmy Award-winning 

Anchor and Reporter for 
NBC Boston; remarks 
from the 2023 Lantern 
Award honoree Annette 
Gordon-Reed, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning historian 
and MacArthur “Genius 
Award” recipient; and a 
lively reception with lan-
tern signals lighting up the 
sky.

Proceeds from the event 
will support Old North Il-
luminated’s virtual and  
on-site programs, which 
aim to inspire children 
and adults alike to consid-
er the ways in which they 
can build a more just and 
equitable world. Tickets  
range from $75 to $200 
and must be purchased in 
advance. To register, visit: 
www.oldnorth.com/lan-
terns.

News in Brief

Guest Op-ed

Silicon Valley Bank and your life savings
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

If you have worked 
hard and saved money all 
your life you may have 
over $250,000 in a bank. 
Or, maybe one of these 
days you might if you 
keep working and saving. 

You most likely know 
that only $250.000 of 
your money is federally 
insured. In other words, if 
you bank fails you might 
lose any amount above 
$250.000. Let’s say you 
have one half million in 
your bank. The assets of 
the bank would eventual-
ly be liquidated. If enough 
money was collected you 
might receive the rest of 
your half million or you 
might never see a penny 
above the federally in-
sured amount unless you 
are in Silicon Valley. 

The second largest bank 
failure in U.S. history oc-
curred March 10 in Santa 
Clara, California. The Sil-
icon Valley Bank failed 
after a bank run on its de-
posits. The Department of 
Financial Protection and 
Innovation revoked its 
charter and transferred the 
business into receivership 

under the Federal Depos-
it Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC). 

SVB is the country’s 
16th largest bank with 
$209 billion in assets and 
more than $175 billion in 
deposits. 

A number of businesses 
had millions of dollars in 
the bank. 

Roku had just under 
$500 million of its 1.9 bil-
lion dollars of cash assets 
in the bank.

Roblox, a video game 
company said 5% of it’s 3 
billion in cash was held at 
SVB.  

Toronto-based Acui-
tyAds Holding had US 
$55 million in SVB, and 
just US $4.8 million else-
where. That means more 
than 90% of the compa-
ny’s deposits were held in 
SVB.

Aerospace manufactur-
er Rocket Lab held almost 
8%, or approximately $38 
million, of its total cash at 
the collapsed bank, it said 
in a Friday filing.

Crytpo lender BlockFi, 
which filed for bankrupt-
cy in November, disclosed 
it held $227 million with 
SVB in a bankruptcy fil-

ing Friday. BlockFi said 
in November it had halted 
withdrawals after facing 
“significant exposure” to 
Sam Bankman-Fried’s 
FTX exchange, as well as 
its sister hedge fund Ala-
meda.

BlockFi’s money in 
SVB is not FDIC-insured 
because it was in a money 
market mutual fund, the 
company learned from its 
bankruptcy trustee early 
this week.  (Source CNN.
Com)

Move the calendar from 
last Friday to this past 
Sunday. 

Federal regulators 
stepped in Sunday March 
12, to back all Silicon 
Valley Bank deposits, re-
solving a key uncertain-
ty surrounding the sec-
ond-largest bank failure in 
U.S. history hours before 
global stock markets re-
sumed trading.

The U.S. Treasury, the 
Federal Reserve and the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. said the govern-
ment would back Silicon 
Valley Bank deposits be-
yond the federally insured 
ceiling of $250,000. The 
decision addressed con-

cerns around the fate of 
uninsured funds held at 
the Santa Clara, Califor-
nia-based bank.

“Depositors will have 
access to all of their 
money starting Monday, 
March 13,” the agencies 
said in a joint statement 
Sunday evening. “No 
losses associated with the 
resolution of Silicon Val-
ley Bank will be borne 
by the taxpayer.”  (Source 
NBC.COM)

If you have a half mil-
lion dollars in a bank, you 
might consider dividing it 
up into two banks. May-
be the U.S. Treasury will 
treat you and the people 
at your bank the same as 
the millionaires of Silicon 
Valley.  Don’t risk your 
life savings on this hope.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

COVID-19: STILL A MAJOR 
THREAT FOR SENIORS

President Biden declared recently that the COVID-19 
pandemic officially will be over in May, but in our view, 
that is just wishful thinking.

In January, the number of COVID-related deaths fell 
after a holiday spike, but nevertheless numbered about 
2,100 among those ages 65 to 74, more than 3,500 
among 75- to 84-year-olds, and nearly 5,000 among 
those over 85. If you add up those numbers, more 
than 10,000 Americans over the age of 65 died from 
COVID-19 in January, accounting for about 90 percent 
of the nation’s COVID deaths that month.

To be sure, this is a much-smaller number than we 
experienced during the height of the pandemic, but 
10,000 deaths per month among America’s senior cit-
izens is still a huge number and there is no indication 
that those numbers will be declining.

The desire of President Biden and the American peo-
ple to put the pandemic behind us is understandable, 
but it is dishonest to do so when so many of our senior 
citizens are succumbing to this disease.

For the first time in decades, life expectancy in the 
U.S. has declined over the past three years and contin-
ues to do so. The statistics make clear that our nation’s 
senior citizens are especially vulnerable to COVID-19.

But unless our federal government and all of us take 
steps to ensure that our seniors are protected, older 
Americans will continue to die in unacceptable num-
bers.

SAFE CONSUMPTION SITES 
ARE THE ONLY WAY TO 

STEM THE TIDE OF DRUG 
OVERDOSES

  
The so-called War on Drugs, which began in the 

administration of Richard Nixon, has been ongoing in 
America for more than 50 years.

Putting aside the fact that Nixon began his war on 
drugs primarily as a means for incarcerating Black and 
brown Americans (especially for simple marijuana pos-
session), the War on Drugs has failed by every metric 
imaginable.

We spend roughly five times as much incarcerating 
people with substance use disorders as it would cost 
us to treat them, and the return on that expenditure has 
been meager at best. 

The economy loses an estimated one trillion dollars 
per year (about five percent of G.D.P.) in lost productiv-
ity, health care costs, and criminal justice expenditures, 
among other things.

More ominously, thanks to the recent wave of an opi-
oid crisis that was initiated by our legal drug industry 
and our faulty regulatory apparatus, more than 100,000 
Americans, an all-time high, died from drug overdos-
es last year. Life expectancy is declining in the United 
States for the first time in generations largely as a result. 

Drug use is soaring and drugs being purchased on 
our streets are more lethal than ever thanks to the intro-
duction of fentanyl into just about every type of pill and 
powder that is manufactured and sold by drug dealers, 
for whom fentanyl is cheaper to produce and easier to 
transport than heroin. Fentanyl is so potent that a typical 
car trunk filled with fentanyl would be enough to kill 
every single American.

Think about that figure for a moment -- and you real-
ize that trying to interdict fentanyl shipments, wherever 
they might originate, is a game only for fools.

However, there is a solution to this problem which 
has been used in Portugal and Switzerland for almost 
two decades: The time has come for our society to treat 
substance abuse like a public health crisis. We need to 
repeal outdated laws that push too many people into 
jails and prisons and not enough into recovery; invest 
in treatment so that those who want and need help can 
get it; and replace abstinence-based policies with ones 
grounded in reality in order to minimize the worst ef-
fects of drug abuse.

This would include providing users with clean nee-
dles so that they don’t contract or spread H.I.V. or hep-
atitis C and giving them overdose reversal medications 
like naloxone.

However, the most significant step we can take is to 
promote supervised consumption, which is standard in 
Portugal and Switzerland, so that if users overdose, they 
don’t die. Supervised consumption programs also entail 
assisting drug-dependent persons with receiving access 
to housing and basic medical and mental health care so 
that they can live in relative stability even when they are 
not abstinent. 

In short, we need to replace the futile goal of erad-
ication with the concept of what is known as harm re-
duction. 

Yes, we realize that some people adamantly are op-
posed to this point of view. But given that their solution 
has a proven track record of five-decades of failure, we 
suggest that a different way of looking at the problem of 
drug abuse in our country is worth trying.



Thursday, March 16, 2023 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D  Page 5

0 2 1 5 2 Our Senior Life

Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been— Mark Twain

02150

FULL PAGE IMPACT 
FULL PAGE IMPACT •• FULL PAGE IMPACT

 FULL PAGE IMPACT

Our Senior Life
DURING THE MONTHS OF MARCH + 
APRIL THE CHELSEA RECORD WILL BE 
RUNNING A SERIES OF INFORMATIVE ARTICLES AND 
SERVICE SPOTLIGHTS OF IMPORTANCE TO OUR 
SENIORS, AS WELL MEMORIES OF DAYS GONE BY.

Let’s help your local business make the most 
of your ad dollars in both print AND online!

Showcase your business card or offerings!  
Call the office 781-485-0588 to get started or email
deb@reverejournal.com  •  mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

sioux@charlestownbridge.com

COLOR DIRECTORY BLOCKS
4-WEEK COMMITMENT

ONLY $200 

AD SIZES
3.17”w-by-2”h

ONLYONLY $50.00$50.00 PERPER
WEEKWEEK

AGING IS AN EXTRAORDINARY PROCESS WHERE YOU BECOME 
THE PERSON YOU ALWAYS SHOULD HAVE BEEN - DAVID BOWIE

Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been

March is here and with spring just around 
the corner, it is a great time to focus on 
healthy and sustainable eating. For older 
adults, it’s essential to make informed 
food choices and maintain healthful eating 
and physical activity habits. But no matter 
your age, good nutrition is important, and 
everyone can do more than they realize to 
create a healthier lifestyle while  promoting 
a healthier planet.

This year’s Nutrition Month theme is Fuel 
for the Future—reminding everyone to fuel 
their bodies at every age in a way that is 
also sustainable for the planet.

8 ways to incorporate the Fuel for the 
Future theme in your home:

1. Work on a backyard garden. 
You can keep this as simple or ambitious 

as you like. Quickly create small gardens 
by choosing a container and packing it 
with your favorite blooms, or tackle a larger 
project such as redesigning your backyard 
and opening up space for a vegetable 
garden. Gardening is one of the healthiest 
hobbies you can develop— for yourself and 
the planet! Research shows that working 
the soil improves land and air quality, and 
it is also classified as exercise by the CDC 
(Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion).

2. Keep hydrated and swap sugary 
beverages for water.

By choosing water or zero calorie drinks 
like tea and coffee, you can avoid many 
health problems associated with high 
blood sugar, such as diabetes, obesity, and 
hypertension. Avoiding soda, which comes 
in cans or plastic bottles, reduces the 
waste produced by these products. Instead 
of buying highly sugary juices and soda, try 
investing in a reusable water bottle. Fewer 
pollutants and harmful chemicals will enter 
the ground and atmosphere, and you will 
save money and energy for more important 
things. Carrying a reusable water bottle with 
you throughout the day is a great remain-
der to regularly hydrate, a healthy habit. 

3. Visit local grocery stores and make 
sure you are in tune with what is in 
season. 

This will help promote healthy food 
choices when grocery shopping. Buying 
in-season produce is not only more nutri-
tious and delicious, but more sustainable 
for the environment and the economy. If 
you buy local, you will get nutrients that are 
richer in vitamins. Just think about all the 
gas required for produce to travel across 
the country. By buying local in season 
foods, you can reduce the energy and 
resources needed to transport the product 

from the farm to your supermarket, and you 
can support local farmers and food trade 
companies. The greater flavor and texture 
of fresh, local produce with be a great 
incentive to keep eating healthier, too.

4. Eat as a family a few times each 
week. Set a regular mealtime and turn off 
the TV and phones to encourage mealtime 
talk. Generally, when you eat as a family 
you are cooking at home and relaxing 
around your dining table. Family style meals 
also tend to be higher in fruits and vegeta-
bles. And, many times when we buy takeout 
or eat on the go, we add to the food waste 
problem. .  It is not surprising that diet is 
one of the biggest sources of climate emis-
sions, one  reason why sustainable agricul-
ture that includes fruits and vegetables is 
key not only for a healthy diet but also for 
a healthy planet.

5. Eat seafood twice a week: Seafood 
– fish and shellfish – contains a range of 
nutrients including healthy omega-3 fats. 
Salmon, trout, oysters and sardines are 
higher in omega-3s and lower in mercury. 
We’ve all heard that seafood has great 
benefits, but in recent reports there is 
increasing evidence that eating sustain-
able seafood can help support a thriving 
environment along with making a positive 
impact on public health. Seafood has 
one of the lowest negative environmental 
impacts of all the animal protein markets. 
Other types of seafood like oysters, clams, 
mussels, and seaweed can be harvested 
without negative effects on their ecosys-
tems and habitats. 

6. Make an effort to reduce food 
waste: Take inventory of foods you have on 
hand before your next trip to the grocery 
store. Plan meals based on leftovers, and 
only buy perishable foods you will use or 
freeze within a couple of days. Managing 
food resources at home can help save 
nutrients and money.

7. Explore new foods and flavors: You 
can add more nutrients when you expand 
your options. Next time you are at a store, 
select a fruit, vegetable or whole grain that 
you have never tried.  This can increase the 
demand for different foods and promote 
a more diversified farming system. Smart 
nutrition tip: Eat a variety of fruits and veg-
etables, especially those that are colorful, 
dark green, red and orange, for more nu-
trients. (Beans, peas and lentils are also a 
good choice!) If you choose to buy canned 
or frozen vegetables, make sure you choose 
“low salt” or “no salt” options.

8. Always include a variety of foods, 
focusing on Vitamin B12 and calci-
um as you get older. Look for fiber-rich 
cereals--they are fortified with vitamin 

B12, which is a nutrient that decreases in 
absorption as we age or due to some medi-
cations. Improve bone health by consuming 
more calcium. Older adults need more 
calcium and vitamin D to help keep bones 
healthy. Be sure to include three servings 
of fat-free or low-fat milk, yogurt or cheese 
each day. 

Try putting these tips into practice, and 
you will see that healthy eating with the 
environment in mind is easy to implement 
in your daily routine! It can help keep food 
costs down and increase nutrient density in 
your diet.

To find out more about this year’s Fuel 
For the Future Campaign visit: https://
www.eatright.org/-/media/files/campaigns/
eatright/nnm-2023/english/tip-sheets-en-
glish/nnm_2023_20-health-tips.pdf

MEDICAL MINUTE FROM THE MGH CHARLESTOWN HEALTHCARE CENTER

National Nutrition Month: Fuel for the Future

Copyright Adobe Stock
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Public Comment on 
Proposed Title VI 
Policy Changes

The MBTA is proposing changes to our Disparate Impact 

and Disproportionate Burden (DI/DB) Policy and Public 

Engagement Plan (PEP). These policies are a part of our 

compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

which prohibits the MBTA from discriminating on the 

basis of race, color, or national origin, including limited 

English proficiency.

We’re collecting public feedback to ensure that these 

policy updates are understood by riders and will benefit 

the communities we serve. You can submit comments 

through Friday, April 14, 2023.

Learn more about the changes and ways to provide 

feedback at mbta.com/draftpolicies

Public Meetings
We’re hosting public meetings in March to share 
the proposed changes with you, answer your 
questions, and listen to your feedback.

Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 6pm
Location: State Transportation Building,  
10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116  
(hybrid via Zoom)
Chinese and Spanish interpreters will be provided for 
this meeting.

Wednesday, March 22, 2023 at 6pm
Location: QARI, 275 Hancock St, Suite 202,  
Quincy, MA 02171
Chinese interpreter will be provided for this meeting.

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at 6pm
Location: La Collaborativa, 318 Broadway,  
Chelsea, MA 02150
Spanish interpreter will be provided for this meeting.

Accessibility accommodations and 
additional language services can be 
provided upon request, as available.

FRESH AND LOcAL

Tinned fish
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Lately, we’ve enjoyed 
more meals and snacks 
using tinned fish. When 
pandemic delivery and 
supply chain issues made 
protein hard to find, we 
had stocked up on canned 
tuna, salmon, clams, 
smoked trout, sardines, 
and even some canned 
chicken. 

Now we’re in the pro-
cess of rotating our sup-
plies. We’ll continue to 
buy these products be-
cause we’ve learned just 
how handy it is to have 
them on hand and have 
developed meals to make 
with them. 

Expanding Our Options
In 2020, New York 

Times editor Sam Sifton 
wrote about his delight 
in using canned fish. His 
column sent us looking 
for more recipes and ref-
erence material on the top-
ic. We found “The Magic 
of Tinned Fish” by Chef 
Chris McDade. The range 
of canned seafood that he 
included was in the subti-
tle, “Elevate Your Cook-

ing with Canned Ancho-
vies, Sardines, Mackerel, 
Crab, and Other Amazing 
Seafood.”

We found even more 
options as we explored 
the best sources for these 
products. Beyond the 
canned fish products in 
our pantry, we discovered 
sources for tinned macker-
el, crab, mussels, oysters, 
sea urchin, squid, octopus, 
scallops, cuttlefish, cod, 
cockles, and swordfish.

Sharing Tinned Fish
When a neighbor 

brought a lovely spread 
to share on a roof deck 
gathering, we discov-
ered smoked trout. It was 
simply a can from Trader 
Joe’s mixed with a bit of 
yogurt, and lemon served 
on multi-grain crackers. It 
was delicious and healthy.

In his article, Shifton 
quoted acclaimed Chef 
Erin French, who owns 
the Lost Kitchen in Free-
dom, Maine. She has said 
of tinned fish, “It’s not 
bunker food. It’s sexy 
picnic food.” As opportu-
nities for alfresco fun re-
turn, consider a tinned fish 

party. This is an excellent 
way to expand your expe-
rience and discover which 
canned fish options you 
want to buy again.

Miye Bromberg from 
America’s Test Kitchen 
has offered guidance on 
what you might feature. 
“Budget one tin per per-
son—one and a half if 
people are hungry,” she 
wrote. “If you’re a bigger 
group, get a variety so that 
people can try different 
types: not just sardines 
and tuna but also mussels 
en escabeche, octopus, 
squid, clams, etc.” That, 
with lots of good bread, 
crackers, crunchy crudi-
tés, briny pickles, capers, 
cornichons, and pickled 
peppers, would give you 
the basics. 

Find the Best
Since 1853 tinned fish 

has been part of Portugal’s 
culinary heritage. We’ve 
just begun to see tinned 
fish on local restaurant 
menus. However, Lisbon 
is known for restaurants 
and shops specializing in 
canned seafood. In this 
culture, well-conserved 

canned seafood has been a 
trusted and favored source 
of protein for meals and 
snacks. You could start ex-
ploring by choosing a pre-
mium Portuguese brand. 

Consider a day trip to 
Fall River and visit Por-
tugalia Marketplace. Sau-
ver magazine called them 
“America’s Best Portu-
guese Market.” They also 
offer online ordering and 
delivery.

Recently, Island Creek 
Oysters in Duxbury has 

partnered with compa-
nies in Portugal, Spain, 
and Canada to add canned 
products to their fresh sea-
food offerings. In Janu-
ary, they announced they 
would open their own can-
nery in New Bedford.

Patagonia Provisions is 
another trusted brand with 
a wide range of tinned 
seafood offerings. This 
speaks to the usefulness 
of this source of protein 
when dining in the great 
outdoors.

Make 2023 your year 
to expand your experience 
with tinned fish in restau-
rants, sharing with friends 
at home and alfresco. 
And, as we’ve learned, 
these products are perfect 
to keep on hand as both 
pantry and emergency 
supplies. 

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

As opportunities for alfresco fun return, consider a tinned fish party. It’s easy. Pop open 
the cans and enjoy!

Supplemental budget funds DiDomenico’s priorities for children and families
 Last week, Senator Sal 

DiDomenico joined his 
colleagues in the Massa-
chusetts State Senate in 
passing a $368.7 million 
supplemental budget for 
Fiscal Year 2023 (FY23).  
Several DiDomenico pri-
orities were included in 
this legislation to fund 
vital services that sup-
port vulnerable popula-
tions and address food 
insecurity, housing in-

stability, the state’s long-
term COVID-19 response, 
economic development, 
essential support services 
for incoming immigrants 
and refugees, and more. 
Notably, the bill also ex-
tends initiatives first im-
plemented during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
such as outdoor dining, 
remote public meeting 
access, and support for 
assisted living residences. 
The bill further authorizes 

$814.3 in bonding to bol-
ster the Commonwealth’s 
clean water and other 
public works projects for 
cities and towns, as well 
as to support the Com-
monwealth’s ability to 
compete for competitive 
federal grant funds.

“I was proud to vote for 
this supplemental budget 
which prioritizes feeding, 
housing, and financially 
supporting people across 
backgrounds in our state,” 

said Senator DiDomenico, 
Assistant Majority Leader 
of the Massachusetts Sen-
ate. “I am also especially 
pleased that we have in-
cluded funding for several 
of my priorities including 
the extension of Universal 
School Meals through the 
end of the year, supporting 
early education providers, 
extending SNAP benefits, 
and providing wraparound 
services for immigrants 
and refugees. I want to 

thank Senate President 
Spilka, Chair Rodrigues, 
and their staff for bringing 
the supplemental budget 
to the floor.”

DiDomenico spoke 
during the Senate debate 
and highlighted the fact 
that the bill invests $368.7 
million to address sev-
eral time sensitive needs 
for an array of programs 
relied on by some of the 
most vulnerable residents 
of the Commonwealth, 

including $130 million 
for SNAP food assistance 
benefits to provide a glide 
path for families who 
were receiving enhanced 
SNAP benefits during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
$68 million for the Early 
Education C3 stabiliza-
tion grant program, $65 
million for the continua-
tion of free school meals, 
$45 million for emer-

See FUNDING  Page 7
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Comentario público 
sobre los cambios 
propuestos en la 
política del Título VI

La MBTA está proponiendo cambios en nuestra Política 

de Impacto Desigual y Carga Desproporcionada (DI/

DB) y en el Plan de Participación Pública (PEP). Estas 

políticas son parte de nuestro cumplimiento con el Título 

VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, que prohíbe 

que la MBTA discrimine por motivos de raza, color u 

origen nacional, incluido el dominio limitado del inglés.

Estamos recopilando comentarios del público 

para asegurarnos de que los pasajeros entiendan 

estas actualizaciones de políticas y beneficien a 

las comunidades a las que servimos. Puede enviar 

comentarios hasta el viernes 14 de abril de 2023.

Obtenga más información sobre los cambios y las formas 

de proporcionar comentarios en mbta.com/draftpolicies

Reuniones Públicas
Organizaremos reuniones públicas en marzo para 
compartir los cambios propuestos con usted, 
responder sus preguntas y escuchar sus comentarios.

Martes, 21 de marzo de 2023  
a las 18:00
Ubicación: State Transportation Building, 10 Park 
Plaza, Boston, MA 02116 (híbrido a través de Zoom) 
Se proporcionarán intérpretes de chino y español para 
esta reunión.

Miércoles, 22 de marzo de 2023  
a las 18:00
Ubicación: QARI, 275 Hancock St, Suite 202,  
Quincy, MA 02171 
Se proporcionará un intérprete de chino para esta 
reunión.

Martes, 28 de marzo de 2023  
a las 18:00
Ubicación: La Colaborativa, 318 Broadway,  
Chelsea, MA 02150 
Se proporcionará un intérprete de español para esta 
reunión.

Se pueden proporcionar 
adaptaciones de accesibilidad y 
servicios lingüísticos adicionales a 
pedido, según estén disponibles.

Boston Children’s Cho-
rus (BCC) is proud to an-
nounce the hiring of Ken-
neth Griffith as its new 
music director. A dynamic 
conductor and educator 
with more than a decade 
of experience and a com-
mitment to highlighting 
diverse musical perspec-
tives, Griffith becomes just 
the third person in BCC’s 
20-year history to lead the 
organization’s overall mu-
sical vision.

Griffith is no stranger to 
BCC, its singers and their 
families. He joined the or-
ganization in 2021 and most 
recently served as associate 
director of choirs, crafting 
and executing BCC’s cre-
ative direction for all its 
major concerts, managing 
staff and serving as the pri-
mary conductor for the cho-
rus’ Premier Choir.

“Kenneth is an incredible 
educator, a visionary leader 
and an inspiring and talent-
ed musician,” said BCC 

Executive Director Andrés 
Holder. “After scores of 
applications and hours of 
community interviews and 
rehearsals, it became ap-
parent that Kenneth was 
the perfect fit for this role. 
Having had the pleasure of 
seeing him in action every 
day for the last two years, 
I am confident Kenneth is 
the right leader to shepherd 
BCC into our next decade 
of transformative artistry 
both in performance and 
rehearsal.”

“From the moment I ar-

rived at BCC, I knew this 
was a special place,” said 
Griffith. “The BCC com-
munity is resolute in its pur-
suit of justice through youth 
activism and artistry and is 
filled with folks who care 
deeply for the wellbeing 
of each other and the orga-
nization. I look forward to 
building on the foundation 
of amazing programs BCC 
currently offers as well as 
re-examining our music 
education curriculum to 
ensure that it is accessible, 
inspiring and affirming to 
all. I’m also deeply com-
mitted to providing unique 
offerings for our elementa-
ry and middle school-aged 
ensembles, to spark the 
next generation of artists 
and changemakers across 
this city and beyond.”

Prior to joining BCC, 
Griffith served as director 
of choral and chamber mu-
sic and director of chapel 
music at Brooks School 
in North Andover, Mass., 

where he led multiple cho-
ruses, chamber ensembles 
and winter musicals and 
gave private lessons in pi-
ano and voice. A valued 
member of the Brooks 
community, he served 
on the school’s Diversity 
Leadership Council and 
subcommittee for diversity, 
equity and inclusion for the 
Board of Trustees. He was 
also a faculty advisor to the 
Black Student Union and 
Gender-Sexuality Alliance.

Griffith has also worked 
as an assistant conductor for 
the storied Collegiate Cho-
rale in New York, where he 
prepared four concerts at 
the Verbier Music Festival 
in Switzerland under con-
ductor James Bagwell, and 
as an assistant conductor 
with the Concert Chorale of 
New York. He has served as 
chorus master at Bard Op-
era Chorus, associate con-
ductor/bandleader at CAT-
CO Theater in Columbus, 
Ohio, and assistant conduc-

tor at Bard Chamber Sing-
ers and Symphonic Chorus 
in Annandale-on-Hudson, 
NY. While still in college, 
Griffith worked as music 
director at CATCO is Kids 
children’s theatre in Ohio 
and assistant conductor of 
Capital University Cham-
ber Orchestra.

Griffith holds a Bache-
lors of Vocal Performance 
degree from Capital Uni-
versity Conservatory of 
Music in Columbus, Ohio, 
and a Masters in Choral 
Conducting from Bard Col-
lege Conservatory of Mu-
sic.

Boston Children’s Cho-
rus (BCC) was founded in 
2003 by Hubie Jones, a civ-
ic leader who has worked 
for six decades to address 
the social problems fac-
ing Boston’s underserved 
children and communities. 
Named Boston’s “Ambas-
sadors of Harmony” by The 
Boston Globe, BCC har-
nesses the power of music 

to connect Boston’s diverse 
communities, cultivate em-
pathy, and inspire social in-
quiry. BCC choir programs 
include 10 choirs with sing-
ers from 110 different zip 
codes in and around Bos-
ton. BCC presents over 50 
performances per season 
in a wide range of public 
and private events. They 
have performed in venues 
from Boston Symphony 
Hall, and Royal Albert Hall 
in London, to Sydney Op-
era House, and the White 
House.

BCC is supported in 
part by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state 
agency, and in part by a 
grant from the Boston 
Cultural Council, a local 
agency which is funded by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, administered by 
the Mayor’s Office of Arts 
and Culture.

Boston Children’s Chorus names Kenneth Griffith the new music director

Kenneth Griffith.

gency shelter assistance, 
and over $40 million to 
support affordable hous-
ing for immigrants and 
refugees. Other measures 
funded in the bill include:

$8.3 million for judg-
ments, settlements, and 
legal fees

$7 million for coordi-
nated wraparound ser-
vices for incoming immi-
grants and refugees

$2 million for the reim-
bursement of SNAP bene-
fits for victims of benefit 
theft

$2 million for the prepa-
ration and execution of the 
114th National NAACP 
conference, which is tak-
ing place in Massachusetts 
in 2023, which was adopt-
ed via an amendment from 

Senator Liz Miranda
$1 million for a public 

awareness campaign to 
educate the public about 
the misleading tactics of 
so-called crisis pregnancy 
centers and their lack of 
medical services

$250,000 for Repro-
ductive Equity Now’s free 
abortion-related legal ho-
tline

The bill also authorizes 
$814.3 billion in capital 
expenditures to support 
economic development 
projects. Notably, these 
include $400 million for 
the MassWorks Infra-
structure Program, which 
provides grants to cities, 
towns, and other public 
entities for infrastructure 
projects, and $200 million 

for state matching funds to 
compete for federal grant 
opportunities, including 
those funded through the 
CHIPS and Science Act, 
which encourage inno-
vation in Massachusetts. 
Other bonding items au-
thorized by the bill in-
clude:

$104 million for the 
Clean Water Trust Fund

$34 million for a pro-
gram to revitalize un-
derutilized properties

$30 million for state 
matching funds to com-
pete for federal broadband 
expansion grants and im-
prove state broadband in-
frastructure

$15 million for the 
Massachusetts Manufac-
turing Innovation Initia-

tive, which supports in-
novation within the state’s 
manufacturing industry, 
including by offering 
technical assistance to 
manufacturers and attract-
ing talent from outside of 
the state

$14 million for the 
Massachusetts Manufac-
turing Accelerate Program

$9.3 million for broad-
band middle mile supports

$8 million for the Smart 
Growth Housing Trust 
Fund

Recognizing the soci-
etal shifts that have taken 
place during the pandem-
ic, the bill also addresses 
several pandemic-era re-
lated measures, including:

Permanently allowing 
public corporations and 

nonprofits to hold meet-
ings by means of remote 
communication

Permanently allowing 
notaries public to conduct 
remote online notariza-
tion using communication 
technology

Extending the ability of 
graduates and students in 
their last semester of nurs-
ing education programs to 
practice nursing in accor-
dance with guidance from 
the Massachusetts Board 
of Registration in Nursing

Extending the ability 
of municipalities to allow 
outdoor dining services

Extending the ability 
of public bodies to allow 
remote participation by 
members in public meet-
ings

Extending flexibilities 
given to cities and towns 
that allow for town meet-
ings to be held in hybrid 
or fully remote capacities 
and that ease the threshold 
for a quorum

Extending the ability 
of nurses employed by 
assisted living residences 
to provide skilled nursing 
care in accordance with 
valid medical orders, pro-
vided the nurse holds a 
valid license to provide 
such care

As a previous version of 
this legislation has passed 
the House of Represen-
tatives, the two branches 
will now reconcile the dif-
ferences between the bills.
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When the Bruins lost 
their first back-to-back 
regulation losses of the 
season, it sent shockwaves 
through their loyal fans. 
Could consecutive losses 
to both the lowly, out of 
the playoffs’ Detroit Red 
Wings on Sunday, and now 
a 6-3 ugly loss to the also 
lowly, out of the playoffs’ 
Chicago Blackhawks, be 
a sign to take notice that 
this might be the start of a 
slump? Of course not, they 
are a team with an impres-
sive 50-11-5. But suddenly 
they seem to have lost that 
‘team play’ chemistry that 
they’ve shown since the 
first game of the regular 
season puck drop. After 
all, isn’t this the team that 
set the record for winning 
50-game faster than any 
other team in NHL history?  
Well, it’s time to check the 
boxes on a few issues: Bru-
ins have suddenly lost their 
effective power play; their 
penalty kill has lost its lus-
ter; and shorthanded scores 
(two in Detroit back-to-
back series) against the 
locals are suddenly on the 
rise. An exclamation point 
on all of this is the shock-
ing effect of seeing 46-goal 
scorer David Pastrnak not 
being able to score on a 
Penalty Shot awarded him 
in the Chicago game!

Who better to answer 
those questions than Bruins 
head coach Jim Montgom-
ery, who responded without 
hesitation that his team was 
lacking in the area of play-
ing as a team; not checking 

good enough; ineffective 
puck management; and 
even the lack of energy and 
emotion...bottom line – 
“Frustration!” Their record 
of 1-3-0 for their last four 
games kind of backs up 
Montgomery’s comments. 
Even Bs netminder Linus 
Ullmark who has been 
phenomenal this entire 
season, did not look well 
in the loss to the Black-
hawks on Tuesday, as he 
saw his winning streak end 
at eight games. A common 
deficiency for Boston is the 
sudden letdown, after scor-
ing a goal; the Bruins have 
often given one up in less 
than a minute or two later 
after they scored. A good 
example of that would be 
when Boston was able to 
step out with their first lead 
of the Blackhawks game, 
when Pavel Zacha put the 
Bruins up by a goal, only 
to have that lead last for 
less than a minute, when 
Chicago was able to put 
one in the back of the net 
just 53 seconds later. Lack 
of concentration? Possibly, 
I don’t believe they have 
become comfortable since 
clinching a playoff spot, as 

the players have often men-
tioned, “they know there is 
still much more work to 
accomplish on their way 
to reach the Stanley Cup 
Finals.” The concerns 
right now includes; will 
this team with the 50-11-5 
record, be able to flick the 
switch back on again when 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
begin the middle of April? 
Maybe the return of Tay-
lor Hall and Nick Foligno, 
currently out of the lineup 
will jump start the energy 
and emotion this team is 
presently lacking?

The road trip with three 
games remaining has, next 
up for Boston, the Winni-
peg Jets tonight (Thursday, 
8:00pm), followed by the 
Minnesota Wild (Saturday, 
2:00pm), and ending with 
the second half of the back-
to-back ending the trip with 
a stop in Buffalo to take on 
Atlantic Division rival the 
Sabres (Sunday, 1:00pm). 
A welcome return to TD 
Garden ice will have the 
Bruins hosting three more 
division rivals, on Tuesday, 
7:00pm the Bruins will 
start a brief three-game 
homestand by hosting the 
Ottawa Senators, and on 
Thursday, 7:00pm to take 
on the Montreal Canadiens, 
and again on Saturday, 
1:00pm, to face the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. An odd stat 
shows that no team in the 
Eastern Conference (as of 
press time today, Wednes-
day) has a winning streak 
of more than one game. 

It is National Geneal-
ogy Day and thanks to 
groundbreaking research 
into the lives of the Bos-
ton Tea Party participants, 
descendants of these orig-
inal patriots will, for the 
first time ever, be able 
to join an exclusive lin-
eage society that honors 
their ancestors. Today 
the new Boston Tea Par-
ty Descendants Program 
is being launched by the 
Boston Tea Party Ships 
& Museum, dedicated to 
accurately reliving and 
representing a key time 
in history (1773-1775), in 
partnership with Ameri-
can Ancestors/New En-
gland Historic Genealog-
ical Society, the nation’s 
first and leading center for 
family history research. 
The announcement comes 
during this 250th anniver-
sary year of the Boston 
Tea Party, a momentous 
event that forever changed 
the course of American 
history.  

This program will allow 
anyone with a family tree 
connection to an ancestor 
that took part in the Boston 
Tea Party to join this new 
member-based lineage so-
ciety, with all research vet-
ted by experts at American 
Ancestors/New England 
Historic Genealogical 
Society, America’s oldest 
and largest genealogical 
society. The mission of the 
Boston Tea Party Descen-
dant Program is to create a 
qualified lineage member-
ship program dedicated to 
honoring and perpetuat-
ing the memories of those 
who actively participated 
in the Boston Tea Party 
and to foster interest in ge-
nealogical connections to 
participants in the Boston 
Tea Party, their families 
and those involved in this 
“single most important 
event leading up to the 
American Revolution”.  

“We are thrilled to cre-
ate this first-ever Boston 
Tea Party descendant on-
line portal of America’s 
first patriots in partnership 
with the American Ances-
tors/New England Histor-

ic Genealogical Society 
in this 250th anniversary 
year of the Boston Tea Par-
ty,” says Shawn P. Ford, 
Executive Director for the 
Boston Tea Party Ships & 
Museum. “It is our hope to 
educate, inspire, and make 
genealogical connections 
to those who participated 
in the Boston Tea Party.  
American families – new 
and old – can benefit from 
knowing about their heri-
tage in the context of this 
pivotal moment in histo-
ry.” 

One feature of the Bos-
ton Tea Party Descendants 
Program will be a pub-
lic-facing digital portal 
that members will help 
build through their con-
tributions in the form of 
family papers, documents 
from other genealogical 
organizations etc. The 
Boston Tea Party De-
scendants Program will 
maintain digital records 
of all submitted applica-
tions with accompanying 
documentation and will 
continue to grow into the 
ultimate online resource 
for descendants, their 
families, researchers, and 
organizations, and live in 
perpetuity to bring a fur-
ther personal and cultural 
understanding and con-
nection to their shared his-
tory to the revolutionary 
event known as the Bos-
ton Tea Party.  

“To date, there has nev-
er been comprehensive 
genealogical research 
produced that specifically 
looks at the Boston Tea 
Party participants,” says 
Brenton Simons, CEO of 
American Ancestors/New 
England Historic Genea-
logical Society. “People 
are always excited when 
they can make a personal 
connection to the past and 
thanks to this new research 
into the lives of the Boston 
Tea Party participants, in-
dividuals will be able to 
link their ancestry to one 
of the most famous acts of 
defiance in history, and to 
join a group of members 
with that common connec-
tion. It’s a thrilling way to 

inspire people to find out 
more about how their an-
cestors shaped the world 
we live in today!” Appli-
cations for membership in 
the Boston Tea Party De-
scendants Program will be 
vetted by full-time profes-
sional genealogists at the 
American Ancestors/New 
England Historic Genea-
logical Society. Each ap-
plication will be reviewed 
for genealogical integrity 
and historical accuracy 
before membership is ap-
proved. 

The initial fee for apply-
ing to the Boston Tea Par-
ty Descendants Program is 
$400 which includes pro-
cessing and vetting. Once 
accepted to the program, 
depending on the quali-
fying ancestor, members 
are invited to join one of 
the following membership 
tiers:

• Lineage Member: In-
cludes any documented 
descendants from the fol-
lowing groups: Boston Tea 
Party Participants, Loyal 
Nine, Boston Sons of Lib-
erty, North End Caucus, 
St. Andrew’s Lodge, Ship 
guard volunteers, or Sign-
ers of November 1773 pe-
titions to town selectmen. 
$125 annual fee.

• Eyewitness to History: 
Includes any documented 
descendants from inhab-
itants of Boston in 1773, 
or any eyewitnesses to the 
Boston Tea Party. $100 
annual fee.

For those who do not 
have Boston Tea Party an-
cestry but are interested 
in this program, they can 
join this membership tier 
(which waives the $400 
vetting fee):

• Co-conspirator: Re-
searchers, educators, or 
members of the public 
who wish to support the 
program. $75 annual fee.

To apply to the Bos-
ton Tea Party Descen-
dants Program, interested 
parties can go to www.
bostonteapartyship.com/
boston-tea-party-descen-
dants. The process for 
acceptance and vetting of 
application and lineage 

materials will take approx. 
6-8 weeks.

American Ancestors 
also provides both re-
search support and film-
ing locations for the PBS 
show Finding Your Roots 
with renowned scholar 
and Harvard University 
Professor Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. 

250th Anniversary of 
the Boston Tea Party 

The 250th anniversary 
of the Boston Tea Party 
will occur on Saturday, 
December 16, 2023. Bos-
ton will be the FIRST to 
mark the 250th anniversa-
ry of a landmark historic 
event in the United States’ 
journey to independence. 
Boston will be honoring 
the Boston Tea Party in 
2023 and will be leading 
the way as America be-
gins to celebrate all major 
historic 250th anniversa-
ries leading up to 2026, 
the semiquincentennial of 
the signing of the Declara-
tion of Independence and 
the founding of the United 
States of America. 

In 2023, a multitude of 
other organizations across 
Boston and throughout 
Massachusetts are work-
ing together to create pub-
lic engagements, dynam-
ic programming, special 
exhibits, events, installa-
tions, and performances.  

The 250th anniversary 
year will culminate in a 
grand-scale, live reenact-
ment of the Boston Tea 
Party on Saturday, De-
cember 16, 2023. Hun-
dreds of reenactors will 
tell the story of the infa-
mous Boston Tea Party 
and theatrically recreate 
the events of December 
16, 1773 at historic Old 
South Meeting House and 
Faneuil Hall with a series 
of performances and pro-
gramming, followed by  a 
public procession to the 
Boston Tea Party Ships & 
Museum where the Sons 
of Liberty will destroy 
loose tea, 250 pounds of 
tea sent from London’s 
East India Company in ad-
dition to tea sent in from 
citizens from around the 

country, into Boston’s his-
toric harbor. Information 
on all events and program-
ming is available at www.
BostonTeaParty250.com. 

The Boston Tea Party, 
“the single most import-
ant event leading up to 
the American Revolution, 
occurred the night of Dec. 
16, 1773. The Boston Tea 
Party Ships & Museum, 
owned and operated by 
Historic Tours of America, 
is dedicated to accurately 
reliving and represent-
ing a key time in history 
(1773-1775) through ac-
tors, tea throwing reen-
actments, high-tech inter-
active exhibits, authentic 
replica ships: the Beaver 
and the Eleanor, and an 
award-winning multisen-
sory film, Let it Begin 
Here. The Boston Tea 
Party Ships & Museum 
is open 7 days/week from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Sum-
mer/Spring) and from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. (Fall/Winter). 
Tours run every 30 min-
utes in the fall/winter and 
every 15 minutes in the 
spring/summer and last 1 
hr. Closed on Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas Day. 
The Boston Tea Party 
Ships & Museum was vot-
ed #1 ‘Best Patriotic At-
traction’ in USA Today’s 
‘10Best Readers’ Choice 
Awards 2016’; ‘Best New 
Museum’ in 2012 by Yan-
kee magazine and ‘Best of 
the New 2012’ by Boston 
Globe Magazine. To learn 
more visit www.boston-
teapartyship.com or call 
1-855-(TEA)-1773. The 
Boston Tea Party Ships & 
Museum is located at 306 
Congress St. on the Con-
gress St. Bridge, Boston, 
MA 02210, over the same 
body of water where The 
Boston Tea Party took 
place.   

American Ancestors is 
a national center for fam-
ily history, heritage, and 
culture. It is the global 
brand of New England 
Historic Genealogical 
Society (NEHGS), Amer-
ica’s oldest and largest ge-
nealogical society (found-
ed in 1845). American 

Ancestors serves more 
than 350,000 members 
and millions of online 
users engaged in fami-
ly history nationally and 
around the world through 
its website AmericanAn-
cestors.org with more than 
1.4 billion names in its da-
tabases. Located in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts’ Back 
Bay, NEHGS is home to a 
world-class research cen-
ter and archive, an expert 
staff, and the Wyner Fami-
ly Jewish Heritage Center. 
It maintains a publishing 
division which produces 
original genealogical re-
search, scholarship, and 
educational materials, 
including the Register, 
the flagship journal of 
American genealogy since 
1847; American Ances-
tors, its award- winning 
magazine; and Mayflower 
Descendant, a quarterly 
journal of Pilgrim geneal-
ogy and history. For more 
information, visit www.
americanancestors.org.

Meet Boston, the 250th 
Anniversary of the Boston 
Tea Party Board of Advi-
sors and Revolution 250, 
a consortium of organi-
zations working togeth-
er to commemorate the 
250th anniversaries of the 
events that led to Amer-
ican Revolution, in con-
junction with a multitude 
of organizations in Boston 
and throughout Massa-
chusetts, are working to-
gether to create a series of 
commemorative programs 
throughout the entirety 
of 2023, culminating in a 
grand-scale, live reenact-
ment celebrating the 250th 
Anniversary of the Bos-
ton Tea Party which will 
be taking place on Sat., 
December 16, 2023. De-
tails of all 2023 program-
ming and information on 
the major reenactment 
celebration, visit www.
BostonTeaParty250.com. 
Instagram/Facebook: @
bostonteaparty250; Twit-
ter: @BOSTeaParty250.

Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum launches first ever Boston Tea Party descendants program

DiGregorio Family owned + operated
tom digregorio • john digregorio  head mechanic paul florio

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

Free Estimates and Quotes Online!
john@broadway-motors.com

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

OPEN MON - FRI   \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \ BROADWAYMOTORSREVERE.COM

FULL SERVICE FULL SERVICE 
INSPECTION INSPECTION 

STATIONSTATION WINTERIZE TODAYWINTERIZE TODAY
Tire Service • Fluid Check Tire Service • Fluid Check 

ALL ALL Auto repairs on site forAuto repairs on site for
your convenienceyour convenience

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins play is a concern
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To place a  memoriam in the Chelsea 

Record please call 781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

Willliam Valinch
A man of his word, his family will 

forever miss and cherish his 
compassion, love and devotion

William M. “Bill” Va-
linch passed away on a 
sunny Friday afternoon, 
March 10 at the Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
in Boston. He was sur-
rounded by the warm love 
and comfort of his family.  
He was 75 years of age. 

Born and 
raised in 
Chelsea, the 
son of the late 
Joseph M. 
and Marga-

ret (Burke) Valinch, Bill 
attended St. Rose School 
in Chelsea and graduat-
ed from Don Bosco High 
School in Boston.  He at-
tended one year of college 
at Wentworth for aero-
space engineering.  Bill 
enlisted in the U.S. Army 
serving during the Viet-
nam War and was honor-
ably discharged as Ser-
geant on August 21, 1968.

A Master Mason by 
trade, Bill dedicated his 
working career as a ma-
son at the Massachusetts 
State House for 30 years, 
building and mending 
the infrastructure for the 
Commonwealth’s leg-
islature, before retiring 
in 2009. He was a proud 
union member throughout 
this time.

Bill was a lifelong res-
ident of Chelsea and had 
a passion for reading and 
learning.  He wrote a 
handbook on masonry to 
teach students the trade 
which he loved. He loved 
sports, particularly foot-
ball and hockey. He also 
loved to garden, cook, 
discuss politics, play pool, 
and spend hours at Revere 
Beach enjoying time with 
his children. 

He enjoyed watching 
the History Channel and 
was proud of his lifelong 
membership to the Na-
tional Geographic Soci-
ety. Bill inspired humor, 
curiosity, and integrity in 
each of his children. He 
was a man of his word. 
His family will fondly re-
member him by his conta-
gious sense of humor and 
his ability to assign each 
of them silly nicknames. 
His family will forever 
miss and cherish his com-
passion, love, and devo-
tion.

The beloved husband 
of Maria R. (Rivera) Va-
linch of Chelsea with 
whom he shared 44 years 
of marriage, he was the 
devoted father of Kath-
leen A. Soltish and her 
husband, Christopher of 
Boxford, Kristen E. Vene-
zia and her husband, Jason 
of Charlestown, Joseph 
“Joe” M. Valinch and his 
wife, Alicia of North An-
dover, John P. Valinch and 
his partner, Aiden Nguyen 
of Cambridge and Wil-
liam M. Valinch and his 
fiancé, Paige Healey of 
North Andover; cherished 
Papa of seven grandchil-
dren: Joseph and Char-
lotte Soltish, Lincoln and 
Harrison Venezia, Audrey, 
Eva and Olivia Valinch.  
Bill is also lovingly sur-
vived by many cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. 

Relatives and friends 
are kindly invited to attend 
Bill’s visiting hours in the 
Carafa Family Funeral 
Home, 389 Washington 
Ave., CHELSEA, on Fri-
day, March 17 from 9 to 
11 a.m.  Funeral Services 
will follow the visitation 
in the Funeral Home at 11 
a.m.  Services will con-
clude with interment at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Everett.  In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Bill’s 
memory may be made 
to The Chelsea Soldiers’ 
Home Activity Fund, 91 
Crest Ave., Chelsea, MA 
02150 and/or ALSAC/
St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105 or on-line at www.
stjude.org.

Family and friends are 
encouraged to visit cara-
fafuneralhome.com to of-
fer condolences by means 
of the online guest book 
or to send a personalized 
sympathy card.

Funeral services were 
held privately for Cal-
vin N. “Cal” Brown Jr., 
58, who passed away un-
expectedly on Monday, 
March 6. 

Cal was born in Malden 
on April 28, 1964, the lov-
ing son of the late Carole

A. (Leidinger) Finn and 
Calvin N. Brown Sr. His 
family moved to Chelsea, 
where he was raised and 
educated. He attended 
Chelsea High School. 

Throughout his life, Cal 
had worked and mastered 
all different types of roof-
ing. He was very passion-
ate about everything he 
did. He was a cab driver 
for Royal Taxi in Revere 
and worked for a time at 
Everett Aluminum. 

Cals passion was living 
one day at a time. He will 
be remembered for his 
good heart and keen sense 
of humor, along with a 
quick wit. Cal was a cat 
lover who enjoyed rock 
music and video games. 
He loved his bike and 
was rarely seen without it. 
Above all, he was a loving 
son, husband, brother, un-
cle and friend who will be 
missed by all who knew 

him.   
He was the beloved 

husband of the late Alysia 
(Pelletz) Brown, brother 
of 

Christine S. Puccilli of 
Everett, the late Belinda 
D. Miscioscia, Stephen 
D. of Odessa, FL, the late 
William J. Brown, Korin-
na J. McGinley of Everett, 
Lisa-Marie Cyr of Stuart, 
FL and Dominic F. Brown 
of Revere. He is also sur-
vived by many nieces and 
nephews. 

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com.

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio, 
Smith and Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals 
of Revere. 

Karen E. Molina, a life-
long resident of Chelsea, 
passed away on Thursday, 
March 9. 

Born in Revere, she was 
raised in Chelsea and was 
a beloved daughter of Car-
ole (Grant) Cross and the 
late Raymond J. Cross, Sr.

Karen attended local 
schools and graduated 
from Chelsea High School 
in 1990. She was married 
to Santos Molina for 34 
years and raised her fam-
ily of two sons.

Karen worked for the 
Social Security Adminis-
tration Office in Boston 
as a Hearings and Ap-
peals Administrator for 25 
years. She was a longtime 
member of the Women of 
the Moose, Chapter 1910 
in Malden.

In her lifetime, Karen 
enjoyed traveling on sev-
eral ocean cruises, vaca-
tioning in Puerto Rico, 
participating in radio con-
tests, being 

In addition to her father, 
four years ago, Karen was 
predeceased by her sister 
Roseanne. M. Ciaramella.

She is survived by her 
beloved husband of 34 
years, Santos Molina of 
Chelsea, her loving sons 
and their spouses, Jo-
seph Molina and Darlene 

Rodriguez, Cobi Molina 
and Luna Gonzalez, all 
of Chelsea.Sr.; dear sister 
of Cheryl L. Zawaski and 
her husband, Robert of 
Revere and Raymond J. 
Cross, Jr. and his wife, Su-
san of Maine and the late 
Roseanne M. Ciaramella.. 
Laura Godin of Leomin-
ster and Bear Volosevich 
of Cape Cod.

Relatives and friends at-
tended visiting hours and 
a remembrance service in 
the Welsh Funeral Home, 
718 Broadway, Chelsea 
on Wednesday, March 15. 
Services concluded in the 
Funeral Home. Karenpri-
vate

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy,  please visit: 
www.WelshFH.com.

Ralph M. “Tony” Riz-
zo, 86, passed away on 
March 7 after a battle 
with dementia and Alzhei-
mer’s. 

He was the 
loving hus-
band of the 
late Marie 
Rizzo, with 
whom he 

shared 37 years of mar-
riage.

Born in Revere, he was 
the son of the late Mary 
Louise and Anthony Riz-
zo. He proudly served 
in the United States Air 
Force prior to becoming a 
printer and later the owner 
of Habine Printing Press.

Ralph was a sweet old 
soul who made friends 
wherever he went. He 
enjoyed spending time 
at Revere Beach, fishing, 
bowling, and spending 
time with his family. Re-
vere Beach held a special 
place in Ralph’s heart 
since it was where he first 
met his wife, Marie, and 
where they spent most of 
their time together. It con-
tinued to be his favorite 
place to walk, sit, and peo-
ple watch.

Ralph loved being out 
on the ocean and catching 
fresh fish.

He spent many years 
as an avid bowler at the 
Town Line bowling alley 
in Malden, where he spent 
countless Saturday morn-
ings teaching his three 
grandchildren to bowl. 
Ralph loved to celebrate 
the holidays with his fam-
ily and always enjoyed the 
family dinners that were 
filled with love and laugh-

ter. He cherished the time 
he spent with his six great 
grandchildren.

Ralph is survived by 
his three children: Donna 
Diamantopoulos (Rizzo) 
and her husband, George 
and Ralph Rizzo, Jr. and 
his wife, Donna (Hinter-
leitner), all of Lynn and 
Eric Rizzo of Clearwater, 
FL. He also leaves his 
three grandchildren: Char-
lie Diamantopoulos of Las 
Vegas, NV, Gina Diaman-
topoulos and her husband, 
Peter Grassa and Toni 
Diamantopoulos Reyes 
and her husband, Isma-
el Reyes, all of Lynn, as 
well as his beloved great 
grandchildren: Emely, So-
fie, Emiliano, Zoe, Niko 
and Georgio.

There will be a small 
service for immediate 
family only. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.  

To send online condo-
lences, please visit www.
vertucciosmithvazza.com. 

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care and 
direction of the Vertuccio 
Smith & Vazza, Beech-
wood Home for Funerals.

Calvin Brown, Jr.
He will be remembered for his good heart, 

keen sense of humor and quick wit

Ralph Rizzo, Sr.
Owned Habine Printing Press

Karen Molina
June 14, 1970 – March 9, 2023

Thomas Michael Rep-
pucci, aka Antonio (Tony) 
Navarro, entered eternal 
rest on March 8 at age 96 
after a long and wonderful 
life.

He was 
born on Au-
gust 27, 1926, 
the son of the 
late Michael 
and Lena 

(DeMarco) Reppucci of 
Revere; brother of Barba-
ra Houghton of Chelsea, 
the late Carl Reppucci 
(Carol) of Peabody and he 
resided in his family home 
on South Irving Street for 
his entire life.

He was married to the 
love of his life, Virgin-
ia Reppucci, for over 30 
years until her passing in 
1993 and he mourned her 
loss every day since.

A product of the Great-
est Generation, Tommy 
enlisted in the United 
States Navy at 17 and 
served his country during 
the Asia-Pacific War/ 
World War II from 1943 
intervention for sparing 
his life when kamikaze 
pilots attacked their ship 
in the middle of the Pa-
cific Ocean, one of many 
attacks that killed over 
100,000 American sol-
diers. Tommy recounted 
that the plane was so close 
to him he could see the pi-
lot

He was employed by 
the city of Revere DPW, 
retiring in 1991 after 24 
years, but the arts were 
his passion. Tommy was 
musically inclined, hav-
ing learned to play the 
piano and the accordion 
at a young age. His love 
of the arts began a legacy 
of music and happiness 
for everyone around him. 
A professional dancer, 
musician, and screen ac-
tor, Tommy acquired his 
Screen Actors Guild card 
and took the stage name of 
ANTONIO (TONY) NA-
VARRO. A star was born. 
His most memorable role 
was the grandfather and 
narrator in the 2002 com-
edy film Ciao America, 
where he was cast along-
side Paul Sorvino and Gi-
ancarlo Giannini.

Forever proud of his 
Italian heritage, Tommy, 
Caroline welcomed An-
tonio into their establish-
ment and family, and he 
would entertain patrons 
with his accordion and 
songs there for decades. 
Franco and Antonio were 
an iconic singing duo, and 
the two tenors together hit 
the high notes, bringing 
Francodinner guests to 
their feet with applause. 
Franco and his restaurant 

family were the highlights 
of Antonio “was regularly 
shouted by first respond-
ers, street workers, serv-
ers, and passersby of all 
ages as Tommy strolled 
down the street. He had a 
beat on the neighborhood 
and was a friend to every-
one.

Before his evening gigs 
at Dolce Vita, Tony made 
his rounds to Modern Pas-
try. He ended the nights 
at Caffe Vittoria, where 
servers, kitchen staff, and 
visitors spent time hearing 
his stories and songs or 
watching out for him on 
his bus rides home. They 
were his very special ex-
tended family.

Antonio was an icon 
whose passing marks an 
end of an era where tra-
dition, loyalty, friendship, 
and kindness were para-
mount in society. A kind 
and gentle soul, his lega-
cy lives on in the streets 
of the North End, and his 
music will play in our 
hearts forever.

Besides his beloved 
North End community, 
Tommy leaves his dear 
sister, Barbara Hough-
ton of Chelsea, his nieces 
and nephews, and their 
families, with whom he 
was extremely close: 
Carl Reppucci of Ando-
ver, Diane Argentieri of 
Needham, Stephen Fiore 
of Revere, Laurie Pelo-
si, Keith Houghton and 
Lisa Houghton of Chel-
sea, Robert Houghton and 
Karen Lodeon of Peabody, 
Susan Houghton of Mel-
rose, and Karl Houghton 
of Littleton, NH.

Graveside services with 
Military Honors were held 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
302 Elm St., Everett on 
Tuesday, March 14. 

The family of Tommy 
Reppucci would like to 
thank the healthcare work-
ers at The Katzman Fam-
ily Center for Living in 
Chelsea for their kindness 
and care toward their dear 
uncle in his final months.

Donations in Tommy
91 Crest Ave. Chelsea 

MA 02150
For online guest book 

or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

Thomas M. Reppucci aka 
Antonio (Tony) Navarro
A resident of Revere and a North End 

legend for over 40 years
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SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE DOES 
NOT EXTEND 
CONTRACT

EVERETT -The Ever-
ett School Committee, in 

a controversial vote, de-
cided by a 6-4 margin not 
to extend Superintendent 
Priya Tahiliani’s contract 
to 2026 after more than 
20 residents and several 
members of the School 

Committee spoke on the 
issue.

Former City Councilor 
Fred Capone seemed to 
echo the feelings of many 
in the audience saying that 
he supports the superin-

tendent, while noting that 
the “current school system 
is the most diverse.”  Re-
ferring to an internal re-
view of the superintendent 
two months ago in which 
many school committee 

members gave her a profi-
cient rating, Capone said, 
“Her performance is more 
than proficient, and the ex-
tension of the contract is 
easy work” for the school 
board. 

Everett resident Mary 
Fortin said, “She’s a keep-
er.”

Damian Allan, a resi-
dent and parent of chil-
dren in the Everett public 
schools said, “I support 
Priya, she is doing good 
work.”

Another resident Wen-
dy Post noted, “Politics 
has no place to get in the 
way here.”

After more than an 
hour, the public speaking 
part of the meeting was 
closed and several mem-
bers of the School Com-
mittee gave their opinions.  

Jeanne Cristiano urged 
her colleagues to put stu-
dents and family first. 
“The superintendent has 
been honest with me,” 
Cristiano said, adding, “I 
respect the team that Pri-
ya put together.” She con-
cluded, “I can work with 
the superintendent under 
any circumstances, and 
I am more than happy to 
advocate and vote for the 
extension. She reminded 
her colleagues that “two 
months ago, we gave her 
a proficient rating.”

Several committee 
members took the time to 
blast the baseless rumors 
that have been circulating 
in the city on the social 
media about alleged jobs 
and appointments that 
would be given to mem-
bers who voted against the 
extension of the contract.

One of the targets of the 
smear campaign was Cyn-
thia Sarnie who said, “My 
vote is never bought or 
sold. I was never offered a 
job. The city is so divided, 
and we need to stop the 
hatred.”

Millie Cardello said on 
the extension of the con-
tract, “I vote the way I 
see fit. I like and respect 
the superintendent, and I 
am elected by the people. 
I vote based on facts and 
this is about the students 
and teachers.” 

Tahiliani said that she 
still has a desire to lead 
the schools and is “more 
motivated to work on your 
behalf.”

Six members voted in 
opposition to extending 
Tahiliani’s contract to 
2026. Those voting not to 
extend the contract includ-
ed Mayor Carlo DeMaria, 
Cynthia Sarnie, Joseph 
LaMonica, Michael Mc-
Laughlin, Jason Marcus 
and Millie Cardello.

 The four members vot-
ing in favor of extending 
the contract were Jeanne 
Cristiano,  Mike Mangan, 
Marconi Almeida Barros 
and Samantha Lambert.  

 The idea of extend-
ing the contract was first 
brought up more than 
a year ago when some 
School Committee mem-
bers thought that Tahiliani 
was not given a fair oppor-
tunity to lead the schools 
under normal conditions 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. They said that 
many of the programs that 
Tahiliani proposed in her 
interview for the position 
in late 2019 were side-
lined due to the pandem-
ic. Added fallout due to 
the pandemic, such as the 
drop in the MCAS scores 
as well as remote learning 
issues, prevented Tahiliani 
from accomplishing many 
of her educational objec-
tives for the Everett Pub-
lic Schools. She officially 
started her job as Superin-
tendent in March 2020.

Mangan, chair of the 
Everett School Commit-
tee, said Tuesday, “I wish 
the vote would have gone 

in her favor. “Based on the 
things we asked the super-
intendent to do, in terms of 
school security, CTE de-
velopment, the cleanliness 
of the schools, her work in 
addressing the social-emo-
tional learning impact on 
students following the 
pandemic - and seeing and 
hearing the overwhelming 
support she received from 
students and parents - I 
wish the vote would have 
gone a different way, but 
unfortunately it didn’t. I 
respect everybody’s opin-
ion and decision. But per-
sonally, I wish she would 
have gotten the contract 
extension.”

BPDA PRESENTS 
UPDATES ON 
ZONING

EAST BOSTON - At its 
Neighborhood Residential 
Workshop on Thursday, 
March 2, the Boston Plan-
ning and Development 
Agency (BPDA) present-
ed updates to its zoning 
recommendations initially 
revealed to residents in Oc-
tober.

The original zoning rec-
ommendations in October 
called for zoning to fo-
cus on the dimensions of 
a building rather than its 
use. The updated recom-
mendations discussed at 
last week’s meeting include 
setting unit density limits, 
reducing allowed building 
size, changing off-street 
parking requirements, and 
more. 

These revised recom-
mendations come from 
months of community en-
gagement meetings with 
numerous neighborhood 
and civic associations to 
better gauge feedback re-
garding the initial draft pro-
posal. 

“It probably will not 
surprise you that what we 
heard in response really 
ran the gamut. From folks 
who strongly opposed any 
changes to how zoning 
works today to folks who 
actually felt like our rec-
ommendations did not go 
far enough in some ways,” 
said BPDA Senior Planner 
Kristina Ricco.  

“These are proposed 
changes to draft recom-
mendations intended to di-
rectly address the feedback 
we’ve received.” 

Regarding the unit den-
sity limits, the BPDA pro-
poses that for a majority 
of East Boston, most lots 
would allow no more than 
three units and an addition-
al dwelling unit (ADU) in-
side a building. However, 
lots greater than 50 feet 
wide would allow for no 
more than six units and an 
ADU. 

Additionally, elsewhere 
in East Boston, such as the 
top of Orient Heights Hill, 
parts of Bayswater, and 
a portion of Harborview, 
every lot would be limited 
to buildings with no more 
than two units and an ADU. 

ADUs, which allow 
homeowners to create an 
extra unit in their homes by 
converting rooms like base-
ments and attics, could po-
tentially serve as a way to 
preserve existing housing. 
Especially considering the 
city offers to provide loans 
to build ADUs to those who 
qualify. 

In conjunction with the 
unit density limits, the 
BPDA is proposing limits 
on allowed buildable area. 
These restrictions for lots 
themselves would include 
requirements on front, side, 
and rear yard setbacks and 
the introduction of a maxi-
mum lot coverage. 

As for the building’s re-
strictions, they include the 
height and would introduce 
limits on width, depth, and 
a maximum floorplate. 

PT SECRETARY - MON-TH 
2-6pm. SAT 8a-2p. Extra 
fill in hrs possible. Good 
telephone manner and 
basic computer skills 
required. Pleasant Auto 
School 781-284-4388
3/22
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HELP WANTED
PART TIME

GREATER BOSTON - 
B.S.A City strips, all 
colors except red & 
white. 
Paying cash $20-
200 depending on 
condition.  
Contact: 
budfarns43@yahoo.

com. 
2/22
------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
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PLASTERING
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Service DirectoryService Directory

ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 781-

485-0588 OR EMAIL US AT 
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM PLEASE RECYCLE

 THIS NEWSPAPER

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

REAL ESTATE

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

PLUMBING

CALL

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

LANDSCAPING

RAY’S LANDSCAPING GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing - Weeding

Trimming: Bushes Shrubs
Everywhere in Front & Back Yard

New Lawn, Patios, Concrete, Brick work
Call RAY — 781-526-1181 Free Estimates!

Personal Care Attendant
EVERETT - Personal Care Attendant needed Sat & 
Sun 8am-2pm
Please call Susan 617-389-6190
2/22                                                                      

HELP WANTED - PCA
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See REGION Page 11
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU23C0094CA
In the matter of:
Andrea Pereanez
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Andrea Pereanez 
of Chelsea, MA request-
ing that the court enter 
a Decree changing their 
name to:
Andrea Pacheco
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day 
of 03/30/2023. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 27, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CHELSEA 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC MEETING

REQUEST FOR 
DETERMINATION 

OF APPLICABILITY
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Section 
40, Chapter 131 of the 
General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts (Wetlands Pro-
tection Act), that a Public 
Meeting of the Chelsea 
Conservation Commission 
will be held:
Thursday, March 23, 
2023, 6:00 PM
Via Zoom video confer-
ence.
The Public Meeting will 
be held to review the Re-
quest for Determination 
of Applicability submitted 
by Lawrenceville, LLC, for 
the removal and replace-
ment of existing footings 
at 145 Beech Street.   
All interested par-
ties seeking to provide 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with jde-
priest@chelseama.gov.  
Name and address must 
be included in order to 
be read during the Public 
Speaking portion of 
the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting. 
A copy of the filing may 
be reviewed at City 
Hall, Department of 
Permitting and Land Use 
Planning, 500 Broadway, 
Room 106, during City 
Hall business hours.
Per Order
Stephen N. Sarikas
Chairperson 

3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST 

FOR PROPOSALS
ARPA COMMUNITY 

KITCHEN 
DEVELOPMENT 

AND OPERATIONS
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking 
Request for Proposals 
for “ARPA COMMUNITY 
KITCHEN DEVELOPMENT 
AND OPERATIONS”.  
Request for Proposals 
will be available on 
or after March 16, 
2023 by contacting 
Dragica Ivanis, Chief 
Procurement Officer at 
divanis@chelseama.gov 
or by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.    
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“ARPA COMMUNITY 
KITCHEN DEVELOPMENT 
AND OPERATIONS” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, 
April 6, 2023.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement 
Officer

3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION 
FOR BIDS

ORDINARY AND 
EMERGENCY REPAIRS 

ON THE CITY’S WATER, 
SEWER, AND 

DRAIN SYSTEMS
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for all labor and ma-
terials for “Ordinary and 
Emergency Repairs on 
the City’s Water, Sewer, 
and Drain Systems”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
March 16, 2023 by con-
tacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Offi-
cer at divanis@chelsea-
ma.gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at https://
www.chelseama.gov/de-
partments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.  
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Ordi-
nary and Emergency 
Repairs on the City’s 
Water, Sewer, and Drain 
Systems” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no 
later than 10:00AM on 
Thursday, April 6, 2023.
Each bid must be accom-
panied by a certified 
check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond 
duly executed by the 
bidder as principal and 
having as surety thereon 
a surety company ap-
proved by the City, all in 
the amount of 5% of the 

bid payable to the “City 
of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30, 39M.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement 
Officer

3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU23P0528EA
Estate of:
Jeannette
Nemerowski
Date of Death
08/30/2017
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment 
has been filed by Elaine 
Boudreau of Chelsea, MA 
and Stanley Nemerowski 
of Chelsea, MA request-

ing that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Elaine Boudreau of 
Chelsea, MA and Stanley 
Nemerowski of Chelsea, 
MA be appointed as 
Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
04/20/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 

and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  March 09, 2023
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC 
HEARING 
NOTICE

In accordance with 
Chapter 71, Section 38N, 
the Chelsea School Com-
mittee will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, 
March 23, 2023 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers at Chelsea City 
Hall for the purpose of 
receiving comments on:
1. School Choice for the 
2023-2024 school year.
2. The proposed 2023-
2024 school budget. 
Copies of the budget pro-
posal will be available 
for inspection no later 
than 2 days prior to the 
hearing on the Chelsea 
Public Schools website 
at https://www.chelsea-
schools.com/Page/2433, 
at the Chelsea Public 
Library, and the Office 
of the Superintendent. 
Please call 617-466-4456 
to request a hard copy or 
to have a copy emailed 
to you.
If you are unable to 
attend in person, but 
wish to submit public 
comment, you may send 
it to:  publichearing@
chelseaschools.com or 

call 617-466-4456.
The meeting will be 
live streamed for the 
public at:
Chelsea Cable TV and
https://www.facebook.
com/ChelseaPublic-
Schools/

3/9/23, 3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

REUNION PUBLICA
De acuerdo con el 
Capítulo 71, Sección 38N, 
el Comité Escolar de 
Chelsea llevará a cabo 
una audiencia pública el 
jueves, 23 de marzo del 
2023 a las 6:30 p.m. en 
la Sala del Consejo Mu-
nicipal en la Alcaldía de 
Chelsea con el propósito 
de recibir comentarios 
sobre:
1. La Elección de las 
Escuelas para el año 
escolar 2023-2024.
2. El presupuesto escolar 
propuesto para el año 
2023-2024. Las copias 
de la propuesta del 
presupuesto estarán 
disponibles para su 
inspección a más tarde 
2 días antes de la audi-
encia en el sitio de web 
de Las Escuelas Públicas 
de Chelsea https://www.
chelseaschools.com/
Page/2433, en la Biblio-
teca Pública de Chelsea y 
la Oficina de la Superin-
tendente de las Escuelas.  
Llame al 617-466-4456 
para solicitar una copia 
impresa o para que le 
enviemos una copia por 
correo electrónico.
Si no puede presentarse 
en persona para los 
comentarios públicos, 
pueden enviar sus 
comentarios por correo 

electrónico o por teléfono 
a los siguientes:
publichearing@chelsea-
schools.com   o 617-466-
4456
La reunión se transmitirá 
en vivo para el público 
en:
Chelsea Cable TV
https://www.facebook.
com/ChelseaPublic-
Schools/

3/9/23, 3/16/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING
CHELSEA TRAFFIC 

AND PARKING 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held on:
Tuesday, April 4, 2023 at 
6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing 
is to receive comment 
regarding the approval 
of five (5) parking spac-
es for one (1) year at the 
Shawmut entrance to the 
Garden Cemetery. 
Per Order
Chief Keith E. Houghton 
Chairperson

3/16/23, 3/30/23
C

“Limits on buildable 
area plus the unit density 
restriction work together to 
create the sort of – not only 
the form, but the density 
that I think are familiar to 
people,” said Ricco. 

For example, Ricco ex-
plained that for most par-
cels in the neighborhood, 
new buildings would be 
similar to three-deckers 
that are prevalent in East 
Boston. As for larger lots, 
they would contain build-
ings similar to a paired 
three-decker. 

“It’s the intention that we 
really focus on a building 
form that is very familiar to 
people,” said Ricco. 

Similarly to the unit den-
sity restrictions, the area at 
the top of Orient Heights 
Hill, parts of Bayswater, 
and a portion of Harbor-
view differ from the rest of 
East Boston. The new pro-
posal limits the height for 
buildings in this area to 2.5 
stories rather than three and 
reduces the allowed build-
ing footprint. 

In addition to the unit 
density and building area 
restrictions, the BPDA is 
also proposing to waive the 
off-street parking require-
ment for buildings with 
three units or fewer. This 
recommendation is in an 
effort to “retain and expand 
tree canopy, preserve on-
street parking, and reduce 
impervious surfaces.” 

For those residents who 
gave feedback during the 
question and answer por-
tion of the meeting, it 
seemed like the updates left 
much to be desired. 

One of the main issues 
residents had, especially 
those from Orient Heights, 
was with the plan’s abil-
ity to preserve single and 
two-family homes. 

“I think a lot of what you 
heard was that we would 
like to preserve our single 
and two-family housing, 
and I did not see that list-
ed as anything that you’ve 
heard, but I’ve been copied 
on at least 40 emails that I 
know have been sent to you 
– so I know you’ve seen it 
maybe you haven’t heard it, 
and I think its time that you 

start to hear it,” said resi-
dent John Casamassima. 

“If you look at the ob-
jective of this plan, it was 
to preserve, enhance, and 
grow, and all I’m seeing is 
grow, grow, grow.”

Several residents also 
had a problem with the 
proposal to remove the off-
street parking requirement 
for certain buildings. 

“For those people who 
think – as a planner – that 
two cars in front of one of 
these buildings will more 
than satisfy the need for 
parking – to me, that’s 
laughable,” said resident 
Mary Berninger. 

“We want to be able to 
use our cars the way that 
we want to use them, and 
that means they should 
continue to require on-site 
parking for anything that 
gets built or gets changed.” 

Another big issue that 
was brought up was the 
lack of trust in the Zoning 
Board of Appeal (ZBA) 
and its actual enforcement 
of the potential zoning 
changes in terms of grant-
ing variances. 

One resident said, 
“There’s nothing that says 
that they [the ZBA] won’t 
provide variances like they 
have been doing for the last 
10 to 15 years. There’s no 
guarantee that you can pro-
vide us for that, and that’s 
why a lot of us are angry 
because we’ve had to deal 
with these, and you’re mak-
ing it sound like it’s a guar-
antee.” 

As there will surely be 
more feedback on this new-
est draft for zoning in East 
Boston, the following steps 
for this planning endeav-
or include a Spanish-lan-
guage community meeting 
in April. Also, a final draft 
of the recommendations is 
slated to come sometime in 
May. 

VISCONTI, KEEFE, 
ANNOUNCE RUN 
FOR MAYOR

REVERE - With news of 
Mayor Arrigo not seeking 
reelection getting around, 
local officials have begun 
to announce their intentions 

to run or not to run for the 
office of Mayor or Revere. 
The following are their 
statements. 

Patrick Keefe, Jr.
City Council President 

Patrick Keefe released the 
following statement about 
his candidacy for Mayor of 
Revere:

“The announcement 
made by Mayor Arrigo is 
still relatively fresh, but my 
family and I have taken the 
last week to process what 
this news means for us and 
our city.

The city’s accomplish-
ments over the last few 
years have been transfor-
mative, and I’m proud to 
support and advocate for 
our continued progress. 
With all of our current suc-
cesses we’ve had, it is im-
portant to remember that 
the work must carry on. It 
is the only constant.

The next leader of our 
city should use our last 
eight years as our founda-
tion and continue moving 
the city forward.

I know that my calling 
has come and that I have 
the experience, leadership, 
and unmatched work ethic 
to get the job done.

In the coming weeks 
and months, I will contin-
ue to speak with the many 
stakeholders in Revere. Ev-
eryone, from our residents, 
business owners, and city 
staff, will help establish 
our plans moving forward. 
I look forward to meeting 
with and listening to all of 
you.

But for now I want Re-
vere and all of its residents, 
young and old, to know that 
I bleed Revere, I believe in 
Revere, and I’ll be there for 
Revere. The City of Revere 
has been at the center of my 
family’s life for the past 20 
years and that’s not going 
to change.

I’m all in.
KeefeforRevere2023
#BelieveinRevere”
Gerry Visconti
Council lor-at-Large 

Gerry Visconti released the 
following statement about 
his candidacy for Mayor of 
Revere: 

It has been humbling 

to receive so many calls, 
emails, and texts encour-
aging me to run for Mayor 
of Revere. This city is my 
home, where my wife and 
I have chosen to raise our 
4 children and own a busi-
ness in. I love this commu-
nity and I am proud of the 
work we’ve done thus far. 
With a transition coming 
this fall, I believe now is 
the time for new vision and 
leadership. As a result, I am 
announcing my candidacy 
for Mayor.

From speaking to fellow 
residents at athletic fields, 
restaurants, and even city 
council meetings, one thing 
has become clear; far too 
many of us are identified 
by who we voted for in the 
past elections.

Our national politics 
have crept into local elec-
tions. Hate and vitriol have 
consumed much of our 
time and held us back as 
a city. If given the oppor-
tunity, I will be a Mayor 
for each and every Revere 
resident; whether it be a 
lifelong resident or a new 
resident that chose this city 
to call home. In the coming 
months, I look forward to 
talking with residents, shar-
ing my vision for Revere, 
and earning their support. 
I want to be the candidate 
to get us past political divi-
sions, working together for 
a better Revere.

Steven Morabito
Councillor-at-Large Ste-

ven Morabito released the 
following statement about 
his candidacy for Mayor of 
Revere:

“A mayoral run is defi-
nitely on my radar. Cur-
rently, I am having lots of 
conversations with fami-
ly, friends, residents, and 
people across the political 
spectrum before I make a 
formal announcement.”

Jessica Giannino
Representative Jessi-

ca Giannino (D-Revere) 
announced she would not 
seek election for Mayor. 
The recently appointed 
House Vice-Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Chil-
dren, Families and Persons 
with Disabilities stated, “I 
am humbled by the calls 

and messages of support 
encouraging me to run for 
mayor. I love my job as 
State Representative, and 
believe I can serve the peo-
ple of Revere best in the 
House. I am thankful to 
Speaker Mariano for ap-
pointing me to a leadership 
position and I am eager to 
get to work on legislation 
to improve the quality of 
life for the residents of my 
district and the Common-
wealth.”

COUNCILORS SEEK 
MORE
EDUCATION ON 
RODENT ISSUES

WINTHROP - Win-
throp residents aren’t im-
mune to the scourge of 
rats and other pests that 
have plagued other cities 
and towns in the Greater 
Boston area.

At Tuesday night’s 
Town Council meeting, 
Town Manager Tony Ma-
rino asked the council to 
authorize $15,000 for the 
town’s inspectional ser-
vices department to use 
for rat baiting and other 
pest control measures in 
the town.

Several councilors sug-
gested that the town needs 
to take a closer look at ed-
ucational efforts to help 
curb the rat and pest prob-
lem.

“We need a little bit 
more information on how 
they are using that mon-
ey and how we are sort of 
replenishing that line item 
almost what seems like 
twice a year,” said Pre-
cinct 6 Councilor Stephen 
Ruggerio. “I’ve advocated 
for this in the past, and 
I’ll ask for it again, but I 
really think the education 
piece is almost just as im-
portant as the baiting. If 
we are doing the baiting, 
we already might have a 
problem, it already might 
be too late.”

Preventing the pres-
ence of rodents might be 
a route the inspectional 
services and solid waste 
departments could take by 
providing informational 

guides to residents, Rug-
geiro added.

“I know that in years 
past, I have been contact-
ed by constituents who 
have had some of these 
issues and ask what is the 
town going to do for me,” 
he said. “I pointed out, 
well, you might want to 
get rid of that bird feeder 
in your front yard. I’m not 
an expert, but it might be 
good to have some of our 
experts put together some-
thing like that so there is 
an educational piece.”

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Tracey Honan said she 
agreed with Ruggeiro 
when it comes to improv-
ing education in regards to 
rodent control.

“Spring is approach-
ing, more compost, more 
planting, more birdseed, 
as well as more people are 
outside eating, disposing 
in public bins and there is 
a need for a more preven-
tative approach to rodent 
control,” Honan said. “I 
was a health inspector for 
eight years with two dif-
ferent municipalities and 
our focus was on preven-
tion, because prevention 
might cost more up front, 
but in the long run you 
are teaching your munici-
pal staff how to deal with 
rodents before they are a 
problem and before we 
just keep baiting and bait-
ing.”

Another issue the town 
might want to address 
when it comes to rodents 
is the effect that next gen-
eration rodenticide has on 
the raptor and bird popula-
tion, Honan said.

“If our rodents are eat-
ing these, and then our 
raptors are eating the 
rats or mice, our raptors 
are dying,” said Honan. 
“That’s important, espe-
cially with Belle Isle and 
Deer Island we’re seeing a 
regeneration of our raptor 
populations. People have 
seen owls and bald eagles 
and brown eagles around 
Winthrop, which is amaz-
ing, but rodenticides can 
quickly take those out.”

Region / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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Sen. Sal DiDomenico, his wife, Trisha DiDomenico, who is the president of the DiDomeni-
co Foundation, his mother, Marie DiDomenico, and members of the DiDomenico family.

Attorney Kevin 
Hayden, Middlesex Coun-
ty Clerk of Courts Michael 
Sullivan, Governor’s 
Councilor Terry Kenne-
dy and more! 

Rock & Roll, Vocal, and 
Grammy® Halls of Fame 
group, The Platters® 
(“Only You”, “The Great 
Pretender”, “Twilight 
Time”) flew into Boston 
for a special performance 
that included several Irish 
favorites. In addition to 
the traditional Irish dinner, 
blessing by Bishop Rob-
ert Brown of Zion Church 
Ministries, live Irish mu-
sic, and bag pipers, there 
was the presentation of 
the Golden Shamrock 
Award to Liliana Patino of 
the Eliot Family Resource 
Center.   

Proceeds from the event 
go to The DiDomenico 
Foundation, which funds 
educational scholarships 
for graduating high school 
students, as well as a large 
toy drive during the holi-
day season for domestic 
violence and homeless 
shelters throughout the 
Greater Boston area. 

Popular Chelsea residents 
Minna Karas-Marino and 
Nick Marino, who will be 
celebrating their 59th 
wedding anniversary on St. 
Patrick’s Day.

Former Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
Gov. Maura Healey at the 
DiDomenico Foundation’s 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico, La Colaborative Executive Director Gladys 
Vega, School Committee member Yessenia Alfaro, Mayra Valdez, and 
Patty Ebanks. Rep. Dan Ryan, Dr. Sarah Neville, School Committee member Roberto Jimenez 

Rivera, and Rep. Sam Montano.

Gladys Valentin-Agneta, Larry Elgart, Richelle Cromwell, Dr. Sarah Elizabeth Neville, Joan 
Cromwell, Celeste Williams, Beverly Martin Ross, Nicole McKoy, Maureen Lee, and Cary 
Havey.

Boston City Councilor Ruthzee Louijeune, Chelsea City Councilor Melinda Vega, School 
Committee member Yessenia Alfaro, Chelsea City Councilor Norieliz Dejesus, School 
Committee Chair Kelly Chaney García, Mayra Valdez, Chelsea City Councilor Tanairi 
García, and Patty Ebanks.
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