
By Adam Swift

With some hesitation, 
the Planning Board rec-
ommended approval for 
a special permit and vari-
ances for a retail marijua-
na dispensary proposed 
for 307 Broadway.

The project will now go 
before the Zoning Board 
of Appeals on Jan. 10.

The applicant, Con-
crete Garden, withdrew 
an application with the 
ZBA for a special permit 
at the same location in the 
summer. Both the ZBA 
and Planning Board ex-
pressed reservations about 
the number of violations 
racked up by the owner of 
the property, Peach Enter-
prises.

Concrete Garden was 
back before the ZBA at its 
December meeting with a 
new proposal, which in-
cluded the applicant work-
ing with the landlord to 
address the building code 
issues, as well as the use 
violations at the Broadway 
building.

“The reason we are in 
front of you again is be-
cause there were outstand-
ing violations at this build-
ing, not in our unit per se, 
but in the building itself,” 
said Concrete Garden co-
founder Vladimir Samuel. 
“On Sept. 9, we were able 
to receive a list from the 
city after having the city 
walk the building. In the 
past month, we have put in 
building permits and elec-
trical permits as well as 
plumbing permits to rem-
edy those violations. We 
do believe we will be able 
to begin that work in Jan-
uary, and we will be done 
and all violations will be 
remedied by March.”

As they were earlier 
in 2022, Planning Board 
members said they had no 
issues with Samuel or his 
business plan for a retail 
marijuana dispensary, but 
several said they were still 
concerned about the track 
record of the landlord, and 
about Samuel taking on 
too much responsibility to 
remedy his issues.

“Call me cynical, but I 
find it difficult to believe 
that this landlord who 
racked up so many viola-
tions is going to maintain 
the property in such a 
way that is necessary for a 
business of this type,” said 

Planning Board member 
Sharleen McLean.

A representative for the 
owner said all the issues at 
the building are address-
able, and that special per-
mits will be sought for the 
handful of businesses in 
the property who violate 
the use ordinance for the 
building.

“I don’t see why this 
is any different than your 
last appearance before 
us,” said Planning Board 
Chair Tuck Willis. “It 
sounds like you are mak-
ing progress with those is-
sues that were troubling to 
the board, and progress is 
great, but that is not a solu-
tion. I don’t really see how 
the board can recommend 
a special permit which in-
volves a space which is 
technically illegal to oc-
cupy.”

Board member Mimi 
Rancatore agreed that she 
couldn’t recommend the 
special permit in good 
conscience.

“He has a history which 
is abysmal and he does not 
have any credibility with 
this,” she said about the 
landlord. “If this was an-
other builder or landlord 
that had more credibility, 
I might be willing to trust 
him. I don’t trust this land-
lord.”

Planning Director John 
DePriest said he agreed 
that it is generally the 
landlord’s duty to deliver 
a product to the tenant.

“However, the tenant 
and the landlord have 
reached an agreement be-
tween them, and it’s really 
not an issue for the board 
to require the landlord to 
do it if they have worked 
out an agreement,” he 
said.

The Planning Board 
voted 4-2 to recommend 
approval to the ZBA, 
with the condition that all 
building code and building 
issues be addressed before 
final building and occu-
pancy permits are issued. 
If those issues are not all 
addressed and met, De-
Priest said he will not sign 
off on the permits when 
they come before him.

“With great trepidation, 
I will vote in favor based 
on all of the conditions 
being met,” said McLean. 
“This is about (Samuel’s) 
business plan, (which) is 
great. My concern remains 
with the landlord doing all 
the work he said he would 
do.”

Willis and Rancatore 
voted against recommend-
ing approval.
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By Cary Shuman

Sal DiDomenico was 
set to be inaugurated as 
state senator at the State 
House Wednesday for his 
seventh term represent-
ing Everett in a newly re-
aligned district.

“I will have a different 
district than when I started 
this past session,” report-
ed DiDomenico. “I will 
have all of Everett, all of 
Chelsea, all of Charles-
town, and half the city of 
Cambridge.”

Allston, Brighton, and 
West End will leave the 
district. All told, DiDo-
menico will represent 
175,000 residents.

“Yes, that’s a lot of 
people to make happy, 
but we do our best,” said 
DiDomenico humbly. “I 
am very excited and look-
ing forward to continuing 
to work on behalf of the 
residents that I represent 
in Chelsea, Charlestown, 
Cambridge and Everett.”

Constituents have come 
to expect the best from 
the popular state sena-
tor, and DiDomenico has 
delivered. He has been 
recognized district and 
statewide for his many 
legislative accomplish-
ments. 

Constituents say DiDo-
menico’s office quickly 
and efficiently responds to 
requests for assistance or 
guidance. He has become 
a leading advocate for ed-
ucation, children, seniors, 
and low-income families.

Though many support-
ers and friends urged him 
to consider a run for one 
of the state’s constitution-
al offices in the 2022 elec-

tion, DiDomenico opted 
to run for re-election, and 
he was unopposed on the 
ballot.

His visibility factor 
throughout the district is 
off the charts. DiDome-
nico is a royal presence 
at all events, where he 
always generates a warm 
reception from city coun-
cillors, school committee 
members, and residents.

A return as the Senate’s
assistant majority 

leader
During the past session, 

DiDomenico, 51, was the 
third most powerful lead-
er in the 40-member State 
Senate, having served as 
assistant majority leader.

“I look forward to con-
tinuing in that role,” said 
DiDomenico. “I’m hope-
ful to be reappointed [by 
Senate President Karen 
Spilka] as chair of the 
Bills in Third Reading 
Committee and vice-chair 
of the Education Commit-
tee as well.”

DiDomenico ascends to high 
leadership post in State Senate

New Year, 
New Heights

Sen. Sal DiDomenico

Broadway marijuana dispensary comes before ZBA Jan. 10

See DIDOMENICO Page 3

By Adam Swift

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Leo Robinson, the body’s 
longest serving current 
member, was elected 
Council President at Tues-
day night’s organizational 
council meeting.

Robinson prevailed 
by a 6-5 vote over acting 
President Calvin Brown.

Councilors Damali Vi-
dot, Enio Lopez, Todd 
Taylor, Giovanni Recu-
pero, and Brian Hatle-
berg sided with Robinson, 
while Councilors Judith 
Garcia, Melinda Vega 
Maldonado, Tanairi Gar-
cia, and Norieliz DeJesus 
cast their votes alongside 
Brown.

In brief remarks Tues-
day night, Robinson 
thanked outgoing acting 
president Brown for his 
leadership, and noted that 
as the council moves for-

ward, there will be votes 
the council will have to 
take in the best interest of 
the city and its residents.

“I would like to quote 
the Isley Brothers: We 

have work to do,” said 
Robinson. “This council 
has plenty on our agen-
da for the next couple of 
months, such as the bud-
get, capital improvement 

plan, and more important-
ly, appointing an acting 
city manager and start the 
process and search for a 
new city manager. I will 
guide and show leadership 
when we deal with the 
above issues to the best of 
my ability.”

Robinson said the well-
being of a community is 
the sum of its physical, 
economic, and social mat-
ters.

“It is easy to see a 
community as a place – 
homes, schools, streets, 
parks, shops,” he said. 
“These make up the infra-
structure of a community, 
the soundness and attrac-
tiveness is essential for a 
great community. A good 
community also includes 
economic development, 
jobs, businesses, educa-

PHOTOS BY ADAM SWIFT

City Clerk Jeannette Cintron White swears in Leo Robinson 
as the new City Council President.

Giovanni Recupero is sworn in as the 2023 council Vice 
President by City Clerk Jeannette Cintron White.

The City Clerk swears in Tanairi Garcia as the City Council’s 
representative to the School Committee.

Robinson wins council presidency

See ROBINSON Page 3

Special to the Record

Chelsea native Judith 
Garcia made history this 
Wednesday, January 4 
when she was sworn in as 
the state representative for 
Massachusetts’ 11th Suf-
folk District.

A longtime Chelsea 
City Councilor and advi-
sor to Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, Garcia is no 
stranger to politics, but 
this marks her first state 

position. During her ten-
ure as a city councilor, she 
helped pass legislation 
in support of affordable 
housing, cracked down on 
wage theft, and  promot-
ed green initiatives in the 
city.

Garcia announced her 
candidacy for state repre-
sentative in early in 2022 
and won in a three-way 
Democratic race in Sep-

COURTESY PHOTO

Judith Garcia at the State House, with friends, family, 
and supporters after she was sworn in as the state 

representative for Massachusetts’ 11th Suffolk District.

JUDITH GARCIA SWORN IN 
AS STATE REP.

See GARCIA Page 4
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Your opinions, please
The Chelsea Record welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mail-

ing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Our fax 
number is 781-485-0588. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@chelsearecord.com. 
Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Throughout the years, 
many of us watched Bar-
bara Walters from NBC 
to ABC. I always tried to 
watch her special inter-
views. Often, the people 
she interviewed on prime-
time television specials 
were “the” high profile 
people at that given time. 
She became the highest 
paid journalist of her day 
being the first to sign a 
million-dollar contract 
with ABC. 

Regardless of what we 
do in life we are still con-
fronted by difficulties that 
often debilitate us. Walters 
had survived her own per-
sonal struggles, like we 
all do, including four di-
vorces. Unfortunately, her 
reported battle with de-
mentia took its toll on her 
health. We can all accom-
plish much in life. Maybe 
not as much as Walters 
or maybe even more. Re-
gardless, there is much 
about life we can’t do any-
thing about other than try 
to deal with it and do the 
best we can. 

At least 37 people died 

from the recent winter 
storm in Buffalo, New 
York. Families are griev-
ing. Hurricanes, torna-
does, floods, freezing 
temperatures, and snow 
have wreaked devastation 
on our country in the last 
twelve months. Loss of 
life can come from dis-
ease, weather, accidents or 
unconscionably by design. 

We all have been hor-
rified by the death of 
four college students 
in Moscow, Idaho. It’s 
been beyond us how four 
beautiful people could be 
stabbed to death in their 
beds reportedly between 
3:00 and 4:00 in the morn-
ing. A young man who is 
a student at nearby Wash-
ington State University on 
the Pullman campus has 
been arrested at his par-
ents’ house in Albrights-
ville, Pennsylvania. Mos-
cow police believe they 
now have the murderer in 
custody. 

How anyone could 
commit such a heinous 
crime is beyond our com-
prehension. I’m sure it 
was beyond the scope of 
thought for these innocent 

young adults. We never 
know who is taking note 
of our lives, whereabouts 
and activities. Regardless 
of how calm and safe your 
community seems you 
can’t take anything for 
granted. Lock your doors. 
Lock your bedroom door. 
Keep your handgun on 
your lampstand and try 
your best to create an envi-
ronment that protects you 
as much as possible. With 
so many people sleeping 
in the rental house in Mos-
cow, I’m sure these young 
college students felt safe. 
What appeared to be safe 
for them became an op-
portunity for an evil mind. 

Typically, the attacker 
has the element of surprise 
on his side. It’s always 
best to try to think ahead. 
Sadly, four Idaho Univer-
sity students were killed 
by someone who planned, 
plotted, and was patient 
enough to find the right 

moment to carry out the 
murders. 

Accepting and deal-
ing with what we cannot 
change is one thing. Pre-
paring for life but rolling 
with the punches, the turns 
and twists is another. Be-
ing watchful, careful, and 
never taking anything for 
granted could make the 
difference between life 
and death

Pray for these families 
and all the many friends 
and loved ones as they 
grieve and suffer from 
such devastating loss. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.
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Guest Op-Ed

Those who are grieving and suffering loss

WE ARE LIVING -- AND 
DYING -- WITH COVID-19

Although the restrictions -- masking, social distanc-
ing, etc. -- that were imposed during the first two years 
of the COVID-19 pandemic are largely gone and forgot-
ten by the vast majority of Americans, the unfortunate 
reality is that COVID-19 has not forgotten us.

More than 315 Americans still are dying each and ev-
ery day from COVID-19 -- that’s about 115,000 deaths 
per year -- making COVID-19 the third leading cause of 
death in the U.S. after heart disease and cancer.

Ordinarily, those huge numbers would be cause for a 
public health emergency. But in comparison to the 3,000 
deaths per day that were occurring during the first two 
years of the pandemic, we’ve become complacent.

We also would note that beyond the still-shocking 
death toll, COVID-19 continues to wreak havoc with 
our economy, with even the most conservative estimates 
asserting that thanks to time lost from work, hospital-
izations, long-term medical care, and other disruptions, 
COVID-19 continues to cost us more than $500 billion 
per year -- a huge sum attributable to a little bug.

Perhaps one reason why we have become so blase 
about the risks of COVID-19 -- beyond  “pandemic fa-
tigue” -- is that COVID-19 has become a deadly disease 
almost exclusively among our country’s senior citizens.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, people 65 and 
older accounted for 75 percent of all American Covid 
deaths. That dropped below 60 percent by September, 
2021. But today, Americans 65 and over account for 
90 percent of new COVID-19 deaths, even though 94 
percent of American seniors have some level of vacci-
nation.

However, far too many seniors have not received 
the new bivalent booster that became available a few 
months ago. Given that the immune systems of those 
over 65 are weaker to begin with and that the protection 
of the vaccine weakens over time, especially for seniors, 
the failure of senior citizens to get the latest bivalent 
vaccine booster has created a perfect opportunity for 
COVID-19 to infiltrate our senior population.

In our view, there are two takeaways from these sta-
tistics: First, every senior should get the new bivalent 
booster ASAP. Second, those who come into contact 
with seniors, whether in their personal or business lives, 
should wear a mask in order not to spread the disease to 
our most-vulnerable population.

Sorry to say, COVID-19 is not going away anytime 
soon. But two simple steps for our seniors and those 
who care about them -- an updated vaccine and a mask 
-- can go a long way toward mitigating the ongoing hu-
man tragedy of this pernicious disease.

PELE, THE ONE AND ONLY

Over the course of the past 60 years, there was one 
person who indisputably was the most famous man on 
the planet -- and that person was Pele.

Even those who knew nothing about soccer -- or any 
other sport -- still recognized his name in all four cor-
ners of the globe.

Pele revolutionized not only the game of soccer with 
his speed, finesse, power, and skill, but also the sports 
world in general. He became the first global superstar 
and elevated athletic competition into the realm of the 
international arena more than any person ever has.

It is because of Pele that more American children -- 
boys and girls -- play soccer today than any other sport 
in our country.

But what truly made Pele great was his incredible 
humility. He became an international star at the age of 
17 when he led Brazil to the first of three World Cups 
in 1958, but throughout his long life, he never forgot 
his roots in the impoverished favela of his hometown of 
Santos,  where he learned his soccer skills on the streets.

Pele served as an ambassador both for his country 
and the world of sports for decades, radiating his warm 
smile and joy wherever he went.

Pele was a beautiful man who played the beautiful 
game as no one ever has, both on and off the pitch. He 
will be missed.
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By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
Shown sized to scale above
covers approx. 2 columns
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Special to the Record

Massachusetts State 
Treasurer, Deborah B. 
Goldberg, recently an-
nounced the launch of the 
Treasurer’s Office’s newly 
designed  Small Business 
Resource Toolkit web-
site. The toolkit provides 
access to comprehensive 
resources and materials 
for small business owners 
and future entrepreneurs in 
Massachusetts. 

Under the direction of 
Treasurer Goldberg, the 
toolkit was designed to 
provide a range of rele-
vant, important informa-
tion, often needed, when 
facing the enormous chal-
lenge of starting a small 
business for the first time. 
Typically, it has been im-
possible to easily find the 
resources and advisors that 
can help lead to success. 
This website offers valu-
able educational materials 
on how to plan, maintain, 
and grow a successful 
small business.

 “By collecting relevant 
resources in one place on-
line, we are providing an 
understandable road map 
for people as they begin 
to develop and open their 
own businesses,” said 
State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg. “One of my 
top priorities has been to 
ensure that everyone has 
equal access to the tools 
and information they 
need to succeed. And by 

supporting the growth of 
independent small busi-
nesses, we not only pos-
itively impact their own 
development, but also our 
local communities and the 
state’s economy, in many 
positive ways.”

To help ensure that small 
businesses thrive, this 
toolkit provides additional 
information about banks, 
community development 
financial institutions (CD-
FIs), and community part-
ners available across the 
Commonwealth.

“Successful small busi-
nesses are critical gener-
ators of wealth, they are 
the backbone of the econ-
omy,” said State Senator 
Lydia Edwards (D-Bos-
ton). “I am so thankful to 
Treasurer Deborah Gold-
berg and her team for cre-
ating a website that serves 
as a one-stop-shop for 
small businesses new and 
old. I look forward to shar-
ing this new resource with 
my constituents.”

“The State of MA Trea-
surer’s Office has taken 
yet another step to active-
ly support economic em-
powerment for entrepre-
neurs and small businesses 
throughout the Common-
wealth,” said Samilys Ro-
driguez, Director – East-
ern Massachusetts Center 
for Women & Enterprise. 
“The Center for Women 
& Enterprise Women’s 
Business Centers are just 
one of many business re-

sources in the Treasurer’s 
new Small Business Re-
source Toolkit, which can 
provide additional support 
and guidance for clients to 
achieve their next business 
milestones.”

“Congratulations  to the 
Office of the Treasurer’s 
team for their hard work 
and dedication in creating 
a website that connects 
and provides resources for 
business owners in Mas-
sachusetts,” said Aliesha 
J. Porcena, City of Bos-
ton Director of Office of 
Economic Opportunity & 
Inclusion. “At the City of 
Boston, we are committed 
to working across agen-
cies, to make sure busi-
ness owners have the re-
sources and tools to start, 
grow, and build a business 
in Boston. As we work to 
address the many hurdles 
that businesses face, and 
build a community of sup-
port for businesses, this 
tool is an effort in that di-
rection.”

There are several orga-
nizations and community 
partners across the state 
that help business owners 
with technical assistance 
and business counsel-
ing.  The Treasurer’s Of-
fice’s website has identi-
fied these organizations 
and placed them by county 
and category on a Small 
Business Resource Map. 
This map will be updated 
on a regular basis.

State Treasurer’s office launches small 
business toolkit and resource map

Priorities for the new 
session

“Education has always 
been one of my top pri-
orities,” related DiDome-
nico, a 1995 graduate of 
Boston College. “Also 
lifting people out of pov-
erty and food insecurity, 
helping children and fami-
lies, and our elderly popu-
lation as well.”

In fact, one of DiDo-
menico’s top accomplish-
ments in the past year was 
working to provide univer-
sal school meals for every 
student in the Common-
wealth. The state’s $110 
million appropriation en-
sures that every student in 
Massachusetts, regardless 
of family income, receives 
free breakfast and lunch in 
the schools. 

DiDomenico said he 
has been following the is-
sue of surging enrollments 
in the Everett schools and 
the need for a new high 
school.

“I can be helpful with 
the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority, which 
is under the control of 
State Treasurer Deb Gold-
berg,” said DiDomenico. 
“I would have a role in ad-
vocating for a new school 
with state funding, for 
sure. I know the City of 
Everett and the School De-
partment have expressed 
strong interest in getting 
a new high school, and I 
look forward to working 
with them to accomplish 
that goal.”

Working with the new 
administration to 

achieve goals
DiDomenico will be 

working with a new gu-
bernatorial administration 

as Maura Healey takes of-
fice as governor and Kim 
Driscoll become lieu-
tenant governor.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with Gov. Healey 
and Lt. Gov. Driscoll. 
They’ve been longtime 
friends, and I know they 
care about the issues that 
we care about in my dis-
trict,” said DiDomenico. 
“Because of our strong re-
lationship and friendship, 
I know we’ll able to get a 
lot accomplished togeth-
er.”

DiDomenico will also 
be building on his his 
strong, professional re-
lationships with Rep. Jo-
seph McGonagle, Rep. 
Dan Ryan, and Rep. Judith 
Garcia. 

“I will work closely 
with them to get funding 
for our communities and 
legislation that will help 
our communities as well,” 
said DiDomenico.

Aided by an excellent 
team in the 

senator’s office
Sen. DiDomenico be-

gins the new session with 
the same staff working in 
his office on Beacon Hill.

Chief of Staff Christie 
Getto Young and Director 
of Constituent Services 
Jim Henry have been 
on DiDomenico’s office 
leadership team since his 
first day in office. Getto 
Young was the recipient 
of the prestigious National 
Conference of State Leg-
islature Legislative Staff 
Achievement Award for 
2019. The other members 
of the staff are Legisla-
tive and Budget Director 
Martina Matta, Director 
of Communications Eli 
Fenichel, and Legislative 

Aide Ayla Thorntona.   

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
will be held in March
Outside of his numer-

ous successes in the State 
Senate, DiDomenico and 
his wife, Tricia, have built 
the Domenico Family 
Foundation’s annual Saint 
Patrick’s Dinner into one 
of the most anticipated 
and fun happenings on the 
social calendar, one that 
kicks off the celebratory 
season of events in March. 
Tricia serves as  president 
of the Foundation.

“We’ll be back hosting 
the dinner the first Friday 
or Saturday in March,” 
said DiDomenico. “Be-
cause of that successful, 
annual event, we’re able 
to hold the toy drive, 
which allowed us to pur-
chase $35,000 in toys for 
low-income families. It 
was an amazing event, 
but the behind-the-scenes 
stuff is a lot of work. An 
event like that requires a 
lot of help, and we’re for-
tunate to have it.”

Also helping the Foun-
dation and supporting the 
family’s charitable en-
deavors are Sal and Tri-
cia’s two sons, Matthew 
and Sal, who are students 
at Everett High School.

“My family has been 
very supportive,” said the 
senator. “Obviously being 
in public office requires 
the whole family being a 
part of it. They’ve been 
great, and I’m lucky that 
they love it as much as I 
do.”

“And don’t forget my 
dog, Buddy – he’s part of 
the family, too,” said Di-
Domenico.

tion, and sources of capital 
investments.”

Without economic life 
and opportunity, Robinson 
said a community cannot 
meet its material needs 
and a good quality of life 
cannot be enjoyed.

Robinson closed with 
a quote from W.E.B. Du-
Bois stating that “We 

should never forget to 
urge corresponding duties 
upon our people: the duty 
to vote; the duty to respect 
the right of others; the 
duty to work; the duty to 
obey the laws; the duty to 
be clean and orderly’ the 
duty to send our children 
to school; and the duty to 
respect ourselves even as 

we respect others.”
District 6 Councilor 

Giovanni Recupero was 
elected as the council’s 
vice president for 2023, 
and District 6 Councilor 
Tanairi Garcia was elected 
as the council’s represen-
tative to the School Com-
mittee.

The DiDomenico family celebrated St. Patrick’s Day for a good cause.
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Special to the Record

The MBTA announced 
upcoming service changes 
this month on the Orange, 
Green, and Red lines. Be-
cause of the continued 
demolition of the Govern-
ment Center Garage by 
private developer HYM 
Construction, Orange 
and Green Line service 
changes will take place in 
January in the downtown 
Boston area. Additional-
ly, the Medford Branch 
of the Green Line will be 
replaced with shuttle bus 
service from start to end 
of service on Sunday, Jan-
uary 8, to accommodate 
water line work. The Red 
Line will also experience 
service changes during 
the weekend of January 
7-8 in order for the MBTA 
to perform work at JFK/
UMass station.

The MBTA has been 
working closely with the 
City of Boston and the de-
veloper in order to accom-
modate the private Gov-
ernment Center Garage 
work affecting both the 
Orange and Green Lines:

• Riders should note
that Haymarket-area bus-
es will not be diverted 
during these weekends 
and will continue to stop 
at the temporary Hay-

market bus stops. A list of 
Haymarket bus routes and 
these temporary stops is 
available at mbta.com.

• Orange and Green
Line trains will bypass 
Haymarket station during 
the weekends of January 
7-8 and January 21-22.
Orange Line riders should
exit at North Station or
State and walk to the Hay-
market area. Green Line
riders should exit at North
Station or Government
Center station. These sta-
tions are less than a half-
mile from Haymarket, or
a four- to eight-minute
walk.

• Closures will also
take place on the Orange 
Line between Back Bay 
and North Station and on 
the Green Line between 
North Station and Gov-
ernment Center Station 
during the weekend of 
January 14-15. Orange 
Line riders are asked to 
use Green Line service 
between Copley and Gov-
ernment Center stations. 
Green Line service be-
tween North Station and 
Government Center Sta-
tion will be replaced with 
shuttle bus service. The 
purpose of these weekend 
diversions is to accommo-
date the private Garage 

demolition work. The 
MBTA will also perform 
maintenance on track, sig-
nal, and power systems, 
including the replacement 
of rail between Chinatown 
and Tufts Medical Center 
stations.

• Extra MBTA person-
nel and Transit Ambas-
sadors will be on-hand to 
assist customers. Acces-
sibility vans will also be 
available for on-demand 
transportation – riders 
should ask MBTA person-
nel for information and 
assistance. More informa-
tion on alternate paths of 
travel will be available at 
mbta.com/alerts.

• Riders are also ad-
vised that, due to the com-
plexity of the continued 
demolition of the Gov-
ernment Center Garage 
by HYM Construction, 
additional weekend diver-
sions will be necessary in 
the coming months to ac-
commodate the ongoing 
work. The MBTA apol-
ogizes for this inconve-
nience and will announce 
additional service chang-
es in advance as they are 
confirmed and scheduled. 
Riders are encouraged to 
subscribe to T-Alerts or 
to follow the MBTA on 
Twitter for up-to-date ser-

vice information.
• Green Line Medford

Branch trolleys will also 
be replaced with accessi-
ble shuttle bus service be-
tween Medford/Tufts and 
East Somerville stations 
in both directions from 
start to end of service on 
Sunday, January 8. The 
purpose of this one-day 
diversion is to perform 
emergency repair work on 
the water lines that service 
Medford/Tufts station, 
which require addition-
al insulation. Riders may 
also utilize Bus Routes 
80 and 87 for service 
throughout the area on 
January 8.

• Red Line Ashmont
and Braintree Branch 
trains will be replaced 
with accessible shuttle 
buses between Broadway 
and Ashmont stations and 
between Broadway and 
North Quincy stations 
during the weekend of 
January 7-8. The purpose 
of this weekend diversion 
is to perform work on the 
pedestrian bridge between 
Columbia Road and the 
lobby at JFK/UMass sta-
tion. After necessary re-
pairs are completed, the 
MBTA will reopen the pe-
destrian ramp at Columbia 
Road.

Upcoming weekend service changes on Orange, Green, Red lines

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
that dozens of law enforce-
ment, criminal justice and 
victim services organiza-
tions have been awarded 
grants through the Vio-
lence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) Grant program 
including the  Suffolk 
County District Attorney’s 
Office with a grant of 
$119,919.88.

The federal funds will 
help Massachusetts agen-
cies in efforts to prevent, 
reduce and improve re-
sponses to acts of gen-
der-based, sexual and do-
mestic violence; stalking; 
and human trafficking.  
The 44 grant recipients 
were selected through a 
competitive application 
process administered by 
the Office of Grants and 
Research (OGR), a state 
agency that is part of the 
Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety and Security 
(EOPSS).  Each organiza-

tion funded in FY23 will 
be eligible for additional 
funding during the three 
following years.

“These grants allow 
our Commonwealth to 
enhance our work com-
batting domestic vio-
lence and sexual offenses.  
Meeting the needs of sur-
vivors, providing safety 
nets for those seeking to 
escape, and holding per-
petrators accountable re-
quires a coalition of law 
enforcement and service 
providers.   VAWA funds 
have allowed us to build 
these vital partnerships 
and provide resources, not 
just in 2023, but for years 
to come,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker.

“Since taking office, this 
administration has shown 
an unparalleled dedication 
to ending domestic and 
sexual violence.  As chair 
of the Governor’s Council 
to Address Sexual Assault 
and Domestic Violence, 

I’ve had the privilege 
of working with profes-
sionals and organizations 
across the Commonwealth 
that are committed to this 
mission.  This funding will 
allow state agencies, po-
lice and service providers 
the resources they need to 
effectively respond to and 
reduce these offenses,” 
said Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito.

“These grants help im-
prove how law enforce-
ment and the criminal 
justice system respond to 
violence against women 
through training oppor-
tunities and enhanced ca-
pacity to investigate and 
prosecute these offens-
es.   It also ensures that 
the victims of domestic 
and intimate partner vio-
lence, sexual assault and 
exploitation, and stalking 
have access to the services 
they deserve,” said Public 
Safety and Security Secre-
tary Terrence Reidy.

“The VAWA Grant Pro-
gram is one of the most 
impactful programs ad-
ministered by the Office 
of Grants and Research.  
These funds help ensure 
that victims have access 
to the protections of law 
enforcement and the crim-
inal justice system, as well 
as trauma-informed and 
culturally-competent ser-
vices. We look forward to 
working alongside all our 
funded partners to achieve 
this mission,” said OGR 
Executive Director Kevin 
Stanton.

The VAWA Grant Pro-
gram is funded by the 
Department of Justice.  
Through an application 
review process, recipients 
were selected from across 
four categories: Courts, 
Law Enforcement, Pros-
ecution, Victim Services, 
and Discretionary.

Nearly $2.74 Million awarded to combat violence against women

Victor Rojas Avalo, 25, 
of Revere was charged 
in Chelsea District Court 
today with assault and 
battery with a dangerous 
weapon (knife) stemming 
from an incident at the 
Market Basket parking 
lot in Chelsea yesterday.  
Judge Jane Prince set $500 
bail and ordered Avalo to 
stay away from the victim 
and from Market Basket. 

Assistant District At-
torney Jared Hirsch said 

Avalo attacked the victim 
at about 5 p.m. Sunday af-
ter the two got into a dis-
pute over a parking spot 
in the lot.  When police 
arrived they found the vic-
tim bleeding heavily from 
a wound in his left back-
side.  Avalo was arrested 
shortly after in Revere.  
Avalo was represented by 
defense attorney Steven 
Topazio.  Avalo will re-
turn to court March 22 for 
a pre-trial hearing.
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By Adam Swift

The City Council’s re-
tiring long-time clerk, 
Paul Casino, was honored 
for a half-century of ser-
vice to Chelsea at Tuesday 
night’s council meeting, 
even as some members 
said they hoped he might 
stick around a little longer.

Casino officially retired 
as the council’s clerk at 
the end of December, but 
on Tuesday night, he was 
at his familiar position in 
the council chambers next 
to the council president’s 
chair.

Council President Leo 
Robinson said Casino 
agreed to help with the 
transition into the new 
year as the council con-
tinues to search for a new 
clerk.

Robinson presented Ca-
sino with a Chelsea Clock 
from the council.

“The inscription on it 
is Paul Casino: School 
Committee, Alderman, 
Acting Mayor, City Coun-
cil Clerk – thank you for 
your 50 years of service to 
the City of Chelsea,” said 
Robinson. 

While it can be hard to 
get 11 city councilors to 
agree on anything, all the 
members were united in 
their words of respect and 
best wishes for Casino on 
Tuesday night.

“I’ve known Paul for 
many, many years, and 
he used to be my boss, 
and he was a great boss,” 
said District 6 Councilor 
Giovanni Recupero. “It 
has been my pleasure to 
know Paul all these years 
… he’s always been fair, 
he’s always been open 
to all of us, anybody that 
needed any help can go 
see Paul and Paul will try 
to help us.”

One theme that came 
up from several council-
ors was Casino’s role in 
helping new councilors 
acclimate to life and the 
challenges of municipal 
government.

“When I first became 
president of the City 
Council, he was threaten-
ing to retire, and I was like, 
oh no, you’re not going to 

leave me,” said Council-
or-at-Large Damali Vidot. 
“I was grateful that you 
were able to extend your 
plans and stay longer. 
I know you have given 
your all to this City Coun-
cil and a lot of the things 
that people don’t see on 
the other side and all the 
things that happen behind 
the scenes.”

Making the jump from 
community activist to be-
ing on the council, Vidot 
said Casino and departing 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino were the two 
people who restored her 
hope for what municipal 
government could be and 
representing and doing the 
work of the people.

“I’m super grateful that 
I’ve had the opportunity 
to work beside you, what 
you’ve taught me, not just 
about the City Council 
rules and Robert’s Rules 
of Order, but just in terms 
of temperament and how 
to navigate in terms of 
getting work done and 
how to work with peo-
ple and reach across the 
aisle,” said Vidot.

District 5 Councilor 
Judith Garcia celebrated 
Casino as a cornerstone of 
the council.

“I’ve been here for 
seven years and you’ve 
shown to be a person with 
a wealth of knowledge, 
you are someone who is 
fair, patient, but above all, 
you have dedicated not 
only your personal time to 
this city, but you have also 
dedicated years and years 
of service,” said Garcia. 
“Getting to know you, 
learning a lot about the 
parliamentary procedure, 
learning a lot about how to 
navigate City Council and 
be effective is something 
that I am going to carry 
with me in my years of 
service that are to come.”

District 8 Councilor 
Calvin Brown thanked 
Casino for his service, and 
said he hoped the coun-
cil would be able to keep 
Casino around for a little 
while longer on a part-
time basis to help with the 
search and transition to a 
new clerk for the body.

PHOTO BY ADAM SWIFT

City Council President Leo Robinson presents a Chelsea 
Clock to Council Clerk Paul Casino for his 50 years of ser-
vice to the city.

Paul Casino honored for 
years of service to Chelsea
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tember. She won the gen-
eral election in November.

“I’m continually in awe 
of my community. The 
people of Chelsea and Ev-
erett are bold, vibrant, and 
resourceful, and I’m so 
honored that they’ve cho-
sen me as their represen-
tative,” Garcia said at the 
Swearing-In ceremony. 

“I promised the 11th Suf-
folk District that I would 
fight for our fair share, 
and that’s exactly what I 
intend to do.”

Garcia’s state represen-
tative term began on Jan-
uary 4, 2023 and will last 
until January 8, 2025. She 
remains in the Chelsea 
City Council.

COURTESY PHOTO 

Judith Garcia at the State House, before she was sworn in 
as the state representative for Massachusetts’ 11th Suffolk 
District.
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Schools Week 2023
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This year's theme is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” Catholic schools have 
a specific purpose to form students to be good citizens of the world, love God and neighbor 

and enrich society with the leaven of the gospel and by example of faith.
As communities of faith, Catholic schools instill in students their destiny to become saints.  

Academic excellence is the hallmark of Catholic education intentionally directed to the 
growth of the whole person – mind, body and spirit.  Finally, service is fundamental to 

Catholic education and the core of Catholic discipleship.  Service is intended to help form 
people who are not only witnesses to Catholic social teaching, but also active participants 

through social learning.

By Kim Salerno, Founder/CEO 

TripsWithPets

We all make some type 
of New Year’s resolution. 
We set goals for our-
selves to eat healthier, lose 
weight, spend less time 
on our phones, exercise 
more, be more mindful – 
yada yada yada. Well, it 
doesn’t stop with just us. 
With all the unconditional 
love and joy pets bring us, 
an overwhelming number 
of pet parents also set New 
Year’s resolutions for their 
pets.

There are countless 
ways that we can further 
enrich the lives of our 
pets. What better time to 
get started than the New 
Year ahead.

TripsWithPets surveyed 
pet parents to find out 
what their New Year’s res-
olutions are for their furry 
family members in 2023. 
Here are the top 5.

#1 Do more together
There’s no better way 

to bond more with your 
pet than engaging in new 
activities together. Top 
spot on the resolution list 
for pet parents in 2023 is 
taking more pet-friendly 

road trips and exploring 
new things to do with their 
pets. Paddleboarding, kay-
aking, hiking, and explor-
ing pet-friendly places to 
shop, dine, and stay are 
among the activities not-
ed.

#2 Introduce natural 
ways to support pet health

Loving our pets as we 
do means doing all we can 
to ensure they lead long, 
healthy, and happy lives. 
Many pet parents have 
resolved to take a clos-
er look at natural health 
care for their furry family 
members. This includes 
their pets diet/nutrition, 
supplements, lifestyle, 
and alternative therapies – 
such as acupuncture, laser 
treatment, homeopathy, 
and the like. Improving 
our precious pets’ well-be-
ing is the ultimate goal.

#3 Brush pet’s teeth 
regularly

Daily brushing of your 
pet’s teeth is just as im-
portant for him as it is for 
you. Regular tooth brush-
ing helps to prevent gum 
disease – and even other 
diseases. Yet, many pet 
parents overlook it. 

What makes it a bit 

tricky is if you don’t start 
your pet out when he is 
young, it becomes more 
challenging to make him 
amenable to getting his 
teeth brushed as he gets 
older. That’s what typical-
ly makes many pet parents 
“intermittent” tooth brush-
ers. 

The good news is, 
News Year’s resolution #3 
is that pet parents plan to 
commit daily to brushing 
their dog’s and cat’s teeth.

#4 Get more exercise
We all need to move 

our bodies more - and 
that includes our pets. 
It’s not just about losing 
weight, it’s about overall 
health - mind, body, and 
soul. Getting out for more 
walks, play dates, fetch, 
and games of “hide and 
go treat” are on the docket 
for more pet parents in this 
coming year.

#5 Work on better man-
ners & training

Whether it is barking 
at house guests, begging 
at the table, or bossing 
you around, most pets 
have some unfavorable 
behaviors that need to be 
curbed. Pet parents have 
committed to working 

with professional trainers 
this new year to help their 
pets with anxiety and be-
havior issues so they can 
be happier, more relaxed, 
and responsive. 

Yappy New Year!
About TripsWithPets
TripsWithPets is a lead-

er in the pet travel indus-
try – providing online res-
ervations at pet-friendly 
hotels across the United 
States and Canada.

With over 45,000 ac-
commodations, Trip-
sWithPets provides pet 
travelers with a wide vari-
ety of pet-friendly options.

Pet parents go to Trip-
sWithPets.com for all they 
need to find and book the 
perfect place to stay with 
their pets – including de-
tailed, up-to-date informa-
tion on hotel pet policies 
and pet amenities.

As passionate animal 
advocates, TripsWithPets 
supports local and nation-
al 501(c)(3) animal wel-
fare organizations by rais-
ing much needed funds 
through their annual Part-
ners for Animal Welfare 
Series (PAWS)

Top five pet new year’s resolutions for 2023

The Zonta Club of Chelsea and North Shore once again marked the International, “16 Days of Activism Against Gen-
der-Based Violence,” with a local event.  This year Zonta collaborated with Bay Cove Human Services and C.A.P.I.C. to host 
a breakfast for local women at the Luz de Cristo Church on Broadway on December 1.  The breakfast served women, some 
of whom shared their journeys of recovery from substance abuse, domestic violence and homelessness. The Zonta mem-
bers who participated were Theresa DiPietro, Georgia Green, Bonnie Fishman and Patricia O’Flaherty.

WOMEN CELEBRATING WOMEN

Why have some communities not 
been a part of health research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of research 
in the past. That means we know less about their health. 
When you join the All of Us Research Program, you’ll 
help researchers learn more about what makes people 
sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland
(617) 768-8300

 All participants will receive a 
$25 gift card after completion of 
their visit. To complete the visit, 
participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to 
share their electronic health 

records, decide whether they want information  
about their DNA, answer health surveys, have 
their physical measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc), and give blood 
and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are registered service 
marks of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Receive
$25*
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FRESH AND LOCAL

What’s for dinner?
By Penny & Ed Cherubino

If your job is meal plan-
ning and preparation, this 
is a question you’ll ask 
yourself all too often in 
the months ahead. For us, 
that question is, “What’s 
for Lunch?” since that is 
our main meal of the day. 
Even for an experienced 
home cook, coming up 
with an endless array of 
meals that are tasty, nour-
ishing, and easy to prepare 
can be daunting. 

So much so that one 
savvy entrepreneur offers 
a set of dice you can roll to 
help decide what to cook 
or order for that next meal. 
Each die has a bunch of 
options, including cook-
ing methods, proteins, 
grains/carbs, herbs, bonus 
ingredients, and vegeta-
bles for each season. 

Penny uses a similar 
approach to add cultural 
variety to our meals. She 
purchased Wendy Mac-
Naughton’s illustrations 
of the flavor wheels from 
the book “Salt, Fat, Acid, 
Heat” by Samin Nosrat. 
They conveniently live 
on our refrigerator. She 
can then choose the salt, 
fat, and acid that will spin 
what we have on hand into 
the taste of Africa, Asia, 
Europe, North America, 
or South America.
Reduce Decision Fatigue

Steve Jobs often wore 
a black top and jeans to 
eliminate one daily deci-
sion. In the world of food, 
this has resulted in themes 
like Meatless Monday, 
Taco Tuesday, Fish on Fri-
day, or Sunday Roast.

Many long-time cooks 
develop a rotation of dish-
es they can whip together 
without referring to a rec-
ipe. Some of these may be 
recipes made from left-
overs and pantry staples 
at the last moment, like 
tacos, egg dishes, quesa-
dillas, grain bowls, salads, 
soups, and sandwiches.

Intentional Leftovers 
When she has enough 

time, Penny will make a 
large batch of soup, stew, 
a casserole, or a braised 
or roasted dish that we’ll 
dine on for a few days. 

She’ll freeze some of 
these as single servings 
to feed us on busy days. 
As she cooks, she’ll also 
make extra supplies of 
cooked and spiced minced 
lamb or beef, sauces, and 
poached chicken to turn 
into a quick meal. 

We have food writer 
David Leite to thank for 
the jar of cooked onions 
and garlic that’s often in 
our refrigerator, ready to 
give us a head start on a 
meal. In his book, “The 
New Portuguese Table,” 
Leite wrote, “I find spend-
ing up to half an hour sau-
téing onions takes a chunk 
out of busy weekday eve-
nings, so I make big batch-
es of the stuff and scoop 
out what I need when I’m 
at the stove.”

Stuck in a Food Rut?
In avoiding decision fa-

tigue, you may be bored 
with what you’re cook-
ing and eating. There are 
many solutions for this 
issue thanks to prepared 
food, the Internet, and our 
excellent library system.

Type “recipe for” plus 
an ingredient or two into 
a web browser, and you’ll 
find hundreds of options 
for a new dish. Pick one 
that sounds good to you. If 
you learn better by watch-
ing than by reading, do the 
same on YouTube.

If you have a cookbook 
collection, pull a favorite 
off the shelf or open one 
in your e-reader for inspi-
ration. You can also down-
load many ebook versions 
of popular cookbooks 
from your library. Or, you 
can stop by and scan the 
library shelves to choose 
something from a favorite 
author, culture, or cooking 
method.

Finally, you can have 
a few prepared meals in 
your freezer to give the 
cook a break. Or, you can 
dine out or order take-
out from restaurants that 
still need your support to 
survive the slower winter 
months. 

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Illustrations of the flavor wheels from the book “Salt, Fat, 
Acid, Heat” live on our refrigerator. We use these to spin 
a meal to the taste of Africa, Asia, Europe, North or South 
America.
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TOP PLACES TO WORK
EIGHT-TIME AWARDEE

20212022

for helping us win The Boston Globe’s Top Places to Work 
for an eighth time. We are proud to be a team that delivers 

compassionate, high-quality care to our community.

Congratulations to the staff of the
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins win 2023 Winter Classic
For Bruins fans, their 

2023 New Year cele-
bration went into 
overtime, as the 
Bruins’ 2-1 win 
over the Pitts-
burgh Penguins 
carried into Jan-
uary 2nd and the 
Winter Classic 
at Fenway Park. 
With their record 
thus far of not having 
lost a regulation game on 
home ice in jeopardy, the 
locals once again found 
a way to win late in the 
game. Ironically the vic-
tory was on the strength 
(and stick) of Jake De-
Brusk, the young man 
whose request to be trad-
ed from the Bruins a while 
back, fortunately fell on 
the deaf ears of general 
manager Don Sweeney. 
DeBrusk made the most 
of his often, not expected 
appearance on the 2022-
23 roster, by leaving his 
mark on the score sheet 
by netting goals number 
15 and 16 of the season, 
to give the Bruins the 2-1 
Winter Classic victory.

Much like the Bruins’ 
comeback at Fenway Park 
in 2010, they roared back 
to tie the game in the third 
period, in Classic style, 
with the first goal com-
ing from DeBrusk at 7:46, 
on a nice feed from Brad 
Marchand to tie the game 
at 1-1, and then was then 
able to re-write the finish, 
and not go into overtime, 
as DeBrusk, picked up a 
rebound of a Taylor Hall 
shot off a rush with 2:24 
left to play in the game, 
and found the back of 
the net to boost the score 
to 2-1 Boston, and avoid 
the extra time. Kasperi 
Kapenen, who deposited 
a nice pass from former 

Bruin Danton Heinen, to 
give the visitors a tem-
porary 1-0 lead, scored 
Pittsburgh’s goal. Linus 
Ullmark continued his 
stellar play in net, using 
26 saves to crank his im-
pressive credentials to 
21-0-1, including a 1.86 
goals-against-average, to 
go along with a save per-
centage of .938. Raising 
the speculation that may-
be the league could save 
time now, by starting to 
engrave Ullmark’s name 
on the Vezina trophy.

The Bruins decided that 
the theme for this year’s 
classic they would be hon-
or their baseball brothers, 
by dressing in Red Sox 
uniforms from the 1930s. 
It was an impressive sight, 
as they dressed head to toe, 
regaled in the hats, spikes, 
etc. from head to toe with 
era authenticity. The Red 
Sox throwback uniforms 
had shortened sleeves and 
the stripe-styled socks, 
also common with the 
era. Utilizing some time 
in the pre-game session to 
play catch with one anoth-
er, and at times carrying 
baseball bats. The Pen-
guins went back a bit fur-
ther, dressed in Pittsburgh 
Pirates uniforms from the 
1920s.

Currently boasting a 
record of 29-4-4 and lead-
ing the entire NHL with 
62 points, the Bruins will 
play their next three games 
on the road, beginning 

with Thursday’s (tonight) 
contest in Los Angeles, 

taking on the Kings at 
10:30; on Saturday, 
the Shark’s will pro-
vide the competition 
with another 10:30 
start in San Jose; and 
the second half of the 
back-to-back sched-
ule will have the 
Anaheim Ducks fac-

ing the Bs in an 8:30pm 
game. Following the brief 
road trip, the Bruins re-
turn to Garden ice as they 
will attempt to maintain 
their zero-loss home ice 
record when they face the 
league’s newest team, the 
Seattle Kraken on Thurs-
day (7:00pm) on TD Gar-
den ice.

BRUINS UNVEIL 
COMMEMORATIVE 
LOGO AHEAD OF 2023-
24 CENTENNIAL SEA-
SON 

Boston Bruins an-
nounced that a Centennial 
celebration will be held in 
2023-24. For the Centen-
nial celebration, the Bru-
ins have unveiled this new 
commemorative logo that 
pays homage to the fran-
chises storied past. The 
logo was designed to re-
flect the club’s brand iden-
tity from the early 1920s, 
incorporating the familiar 
arc and rectangle shape 
that was first seen on the 
team’s inaugural season 
sweater, and later reap-
peared as an alternate in 
the 2000s. To commemo-
rate the start of the Cen-
tennial, the Bruins will 
host a black-tie gala ben-
efitting the Boston Bruins 
Foundation on the floor 
of TD Garden during the 
opening week of the sea-
son. Follow Bruins Beat 
to get more information in 
the coming weeks.

CHS ATHLETES 
PERFORM WELL
AT MEETS OVER 
THE BREAK

A contingent of Chel-
sea High athletes from the 
girls and boys indoor track 
and field teams competed 
in invitational meets over 
the vacation break.

In the Boston Holi-
day Challenge, Gizelle 
Rodriguez finished 12th 
in the 600 with a time of 
1:45.43, despite coming 
off four days of not run-
ning because of illness.

Teammate Darily San-
chez ran a 46.34 in the 
300, dropping her time 
by over a second from the 
Speed Classic meet two 
weeks ago.

On the boys’ side,  Ali 
Warsame and Nate Na-
dow, two other athletes 
who had just been getting 
over illnesses, also had 
strong performances in 
the 300 (Ali, 39.44) and 
600 (Nate, 1:32.96).

At the MSTCA Dis-
tance Classic, Chelsea’s 
best performance came 
from Darily Sanchez in 
the 800, whose time of 
2:40.89 gave her a 12th 
place finish.

“This was about an 
11-second improvement 
from when she ran the 
same event at the end of 
outdoor last school year,” 
noted CHS head coach 
Cesar Hernandez.

Gizelle Rodriguez 
turned in a superb time of 
5:50.45 in the mile, finish-
ing 15th. 

“This was Gizelle’s 
first time running the mile 
this season, and she just 
missed the school record 
by one second, so we are 
hoping she will finish the 
job at the Northeast Invi-
tational next Friday,” said 
Hernandez.

Senior Dhalia Christ-
mas also did well at the 
meet, finishing 19th in the 
shot-put with a toss of 26’-

11”.
Hernandez and his 

crew were set to resume 
their dual-meet schedule 
against their Greater Bos-
ton League rivals yester-
day (Wednesday) against 
Everett. They will take on 
Malden next  Wednesday.

CHS BOYS HOOP
HOSTS MALDEN 
TODAY

The Chelsea High boys 
basketball team is sched-
uled to host Greater Bos-
ton League (GBL) rival 
Malden today (Thursday) 
at the CHS gym.

The opening tip is set 
for 5:30.

The Red Devils compet-
ed in the Christmas tour-
nament at Lowell Catholic 
last week in which they 
came up short against a 
team from Rancho Sola-
no, Arizona, in the open-
ing contest and then in the 
consolation contest with 
Lowell Catholic.

The following night 
coach Cesar Castro and 
his crew trekked to Water-
town and played well in a 
51-44 loss.

“We played hard, but 
some inexperienced mis-
takes cost us,” said Castro. 
“But that’s going to hap-
pen with a young team.”

Watertown’s long-time 
legendary head coach, 
Steve Harrington, who 
has more than 400 career 
victories, had some nice 
words for the young CHS 
squad.

“He said he loves what 
we are doing with the 
boys, that they play hard 
and have a lot of energy, 
and that we will be a scary 
team in the future,” said 
Castro. “That meant a lot 
because he is an amazing 
coach and he’s been doing 
this for 29 seasons with a 
couple of state champion-
ships under his belt.”

Despite the setbacks, 
Castro remains upbeat 
about his squad.

“I still believe in my 
guys, but for the most 
part, all this is basically 
their first-year experience 
on a varsity level, even 
competitive basketball at 
that,” Castro said, whose 
team now stands at 1-6 . 
“It’s growing pains and 
that is going to happen. 
But we will learn from our 
wins and losses and keep 
getting 1% better every 
day.

“I love how everyone 
supports us and knows we 
are just building the foun-
dation. Chelsea basketball 
will be special and I stand 
on that.,” Castro added.

After tonight’s encoun-
ter with Malden, the Red 
Devils will host Revere 
next Tuesday at 7:00 and 
will travel to Medford 
next Thursday.

CHS GIRLS 
WORKING
HARD, IMPROVING

Although the Chelsea 
High girls basketball team 
has yet to break into the 
win column, first-year 
CHS head coach Leslie 
Santiago has been seeing 
improvement from her 
squad.

“The girls are getting 
better each game and they 
are working hard in prac-
tice,” said Santiago.

In Tuesday night’s 
loss to Everett, the high-
lights for the Lady Red 
Devils included a pair 
of three-pointers by 
freshman Monica Ces-
pedes-Cruz; a five-point 
effort from junior Keara 
Chevez Trejo, who shot 
50% at the free throw line; 
and a five-point contribu-
tion from 

freshman Melize Siliro, 
who was 2-for-2 from the 
free throw line.

Santiago and her crew 
will travel to Malden to-
day (Thursday) and to 
Revere next Tuesday be-
fore heading home to host 
Medford next Thursday.

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its la
st public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 
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A NOTE TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS & READERS

OUR OFFICE W
ILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH

 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

News and Advertising Deadlines for the 

week of Sept. 9th & 10th will be

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4TH AT 4PM

Celebrate SafelyEmail news to

editor@reverejournal.com

Email Advertisem
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deb@reverejournal.com

((661177))  224422--55995500                  hh
ttttpp::////wwwwww..RReeppDDaannRRyyaann..ccoomm

Paid Political Advertisement

Thank You CHELSEA 

For your support!

I look forward to continuing to serve as YOUR Representative!

((66
11
77
))  
22
44

22
--55

99
55

00
    
    
    
    
  hh

tttt
pp

:://
//ww

ww
ww

..RR
ee

pp
DD

aa
nn

RR
yy
aa

nn
..cc

oo
mm

P
a
id

 P
o
li
ti
c
a
l 
A

d
v
e
rt

is
e
m

e
n
t

T
h

a
n

k
 Y

o
u

 C
H

E
L
S
E
A
 

F
o

r 
y
o

u
r 
s
u

p
p

o
rt

!

I 
lo

o
k
 f
o

rw
a

rd
 t

o
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
in

g
 t

o
 s

e
rv

e
 a

s
 Y

O
U

R
 R

e
p

re
s
e

n
ta

ti
v
e

!

(617) 242-5950    http://www.RepDanRyan.com

See ST. STANISLAUS  Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State Rep. Democratic Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District 
that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the trend in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this time 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professional 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (God Bless You) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years

Call (781) 485-0588 to place your 
subscription over the phone!
Name:_________________________
Address:_______________________
______________________________
City:______________Zip:_________

Mail to: Independent Newspapers, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere 
MA 02151 with a check or cash payment
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To place a  memoriam in 
the Chelsea Record 

please call 
781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

Chelsea'Chelsea's s 

Professional Professional 
Service DirectoryService Directory

ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL 781-485-0588 OR EM

AIL 
US AT DEB@

REVEREJOURNAL.COM

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC #10914 $75/HR

781-853-9108
ELEC. DRAIN CLEANING

EDWARD DILORENZO
NOT FIXED - NOT CHARGED

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

Funeral Services were 
held in the Vertuccio & 
Smith, Home for Funer-
als on January 4 for Kevin 
M. LaCount, 66, who died 
unexpectedly on Monday, 
December 19 at his home 
in Chelsea. 

Kevin was first born to 
his parents, Mary Lou (In-
gerson) LaCount and the 
late Harry P. LaCount, Sr. 
in Somerville in 1956. He 
began his education at St 
Anne’s School in Somer-
ville, then after his family 
moved to Arlington, he at-
tended St James’ School, 
followed by Junior High 
West (now Ottoson JHS), 
graduating from Arlington 
High School with the class 
of 1974. 

It was in Junior High 
School that he first met his 
future wife, Valerie Rae 
Johnson. As a matter of 
fact, he and his best friend, 
Jimmy Jenkins, used to 
give her a really hard time 
about some of her fash-
ion choices...before that 
term was even a thing! 
He loved to share that if 
anyone had asked at the 
time, if he would ever be 
married to her, “he would 
have kicked their butts up 
and down the halls of Jr 
High West.” 

Fast forward to high 
school, older and wis-
er, one night he asked 
Valerie out  and she said 
yes…..’til she realized the 
black leather jacket side of 
Kevin scared the goody-
two-shoes side of her and 
she had to turn him down. 
Remaining friends, after a 
few more years, he tried 
again. Finally, the timing 
was right! Fast forward 48 
years...who’s scary now?

In 1977, newly mar-
ried, Kevin and Valerie 
moved first to Somerville, 
then Malden, where Val-
erie dragged him, kicking 
and screaming, to his first 
community theatre audi-
tion. He got the part, fell 
in love with acting and 
was in a number of pro-
ductions, with a number 
of groups, over the next 
three decades. Addition-
ally, Kevin attended and 
graduated from Northeast 
School of Broadcasting. 

This led to a couple of Ra-
dio DJ spots at WALE in 
Fall River and WLKN in 
Maine.

In 1985, they purchased 
the shop where Valerie 
had been working and re-
named it Washington Park 
Florist. In 1987, their first 
born,	 Branigan Lei, 
made her debut, and short-
ly after that they moved to 
Chelsea to be closer to the 
shop. 

Working with the Bos-
ton Globe, in 1988, Brani-
gan had to be hospitalized 
for kidney issues. Asking 
for time off, his supervisor 
gave him a hard time. No-
tice was given which be-
gan a 20 year window of 
Kevin and Valerie work-
ing together full time at 
the shop. This gave Kevin 
the opportunity to became 
interested in the balloon 
industry, eventually be-
coming one of the first 59 
Certified Balloon Artists 
(CBA) in the world. Ad-
ditionally, he was one of 
the first designers to begin 
incorporating florals into 
balloon work. Because of 
his skill in this area, he 
travelled across the coun-
try and internationally, to 
teach other professionals 
in the industry, long be-
fore YouTube existed.	

As the business expand-
ed, the shop relocated to a 
larger space and in 1990, 
their son, Damien Dako-
tah, forced his sister to 
share the familial stage. 
As the kids grew, they 
caught the acting bug and 
got involved with theatre. 
Kevin was a very proud 
dad and could always be 
counted on to cover the 
shop so that Valerie could 
be where she needed to be 
for BnBear!

In 2008, with both kids 
in college, Kevin took a 
part time job with Home 
Depot in Saugus to help 
with tuitions. When the 
economy tanked that same 
year, he was offered a full 
time position and grabbed 
it. He moved from store 
associate to the travelling 
MET team when the op-
portunity presented itself 
and when the teams be-
came store-centric, he was 

conveniently located at the 
Home Depot in Chelsea. 
All this time, remaining 
Valerie’s bestest back-up 
at the shop and self-titled 
longest term employee! 
Recipient of many, many 
Homer Awards, through-
out Covid, Kevin was 
many times one of the few 
and sometimes, the only 
member of his team to re-
port for work.

Those are the facts, but 
anyone who knows Kevin, 
knows there’s way more 
than facts! Falling in love 
with motorcycling, long 
distance annual solo bike 
trips, lots of family vaca-
tions, master of puns (or 
PUNishment, if you ask 
the BMRH), gardening, 
Rotarian, Mason, lover of 
the long way around, man 
of many words, cribbage 
teacher, IPA aficionado, 
Church and Karaoke sing-
er, Spiritualist, lover of his 
canine kids, slave to his 
feline kid, big fan of his 
Kowloon folks, and huge 
cheerleader of the Rusty 
Can... their food, their 
servers and the line!!!!!

Valerie, Branigan and 
Damien would like him to 
know that he will forever 
be the first man we re-
member and the last man 
we’ll forget!

Kevin will always be 
the much loved, first born 
son to Mary Lou (Inger-
son) LaCount and the late 
Harry P. LaCount, Sr.	  

He is the greatly missed 
husband of almost 46 
years to Valerie Rae (John-
son) LaCount of Chelsea. 
As their loving and de-
voted dad, he leaves his 
daughter, Branigan Reed 
of Salem and her husband, 
Dewayne, as well as his 
son, Damien LaCount 
of Peabody and his fian-
cee, Anetta Rauf to carry 
on his legacy of love as 
he continues to be proud 
of his bonus grandson, 
Vaugn Reed.	  Addi-
tionally, he leaves broth-
ers: Harry P. LaCount, Jr. 
and his wife, Sue, Dennis 
LaCount and his wife, Jan 
and his sister, Karen La-
Count of Chelmsford.	
In addition, he leaves his 
brother-in-law and riding 

buddy, Erick Johnson and 
his fiancee, Liz Metcalf of 
Weymouth. Brian, Karen, 
Michael, Heather, Brett, 
Stephen, Mike and Dan 
know that Uncle Kevin 
will be watching over all 
of them and their families.  
Kevin was predeceased 
by his sister, Tracey (La-
Count / Lucontoni) Sav-
age but we know there 
was a joyful reunion when 
he crossed. Since he got 
over the Rainbow Bridge 
first, he’ll have the com-
pany of Noodle, Bito, 
Shredder and NuttaButta 
while Valerie takes care of 
Kneesaa, Gizmo, Stripe, 
Calliope and occasionally, 
his grandpuppy, Phoenix.

Yes, we have a flower 
shop, but...If you would 
like to do something to 
honor Kevin’s memory, 
we would respectfully 
ask that you instead con-
sider a donation in his 
name. His preference was 
to the church that taught 
us about Spiritualism and 
brought him comfort, 
where he had become the 
music coordinator.

Donations can be sent 
to: GBCS (Greater Bos-
ton Church of Spiritual-
ism), c/o Rev. Mary Di-
Giovanni, 24 Arlington 
St., Brighton, MA 02135. 
Donations can also be 
made thru Venmo@GBC-
Spiritualism. We would 
also be honored, should 
you choose instead to do-
nate to a charity that aligns 
with your concerns. The 
world will be missing his 
kindness, let’s band to-
gether to try to make up 
for the loss. To send online 
condolences, please visit 
www.vertuccioandsmith.
com. 

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to the care & di-
rection of the Vertuccio & 
Smith, Home for Funerals, 
Revere.

Kevin M. LaCount
The world will miss his kindness

Richard C. Pizzano, a 
longtime resident of Rye, 
NH, passed away after a 
period of declining health 
on Monday, January 2. He 
was 88 years of age. 

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, he was the only 
son of the late Salvatore F. 
and Bertha M. (Bourinot) 
Pizzano. 

Richard attended local 
schools, graduated from 
Chelsea High School and 
continued his education at-
tending Boston University 
for two years.  He enlisted 
in the US Army during the 
Korean War and was hon-
orably discharged in Octo-
ber of 1955.

He was married to 
Grace A. (Kornechuk) 
for 65 years and togeth-
er raised their daughter.  
Richard resided in Chel-
sea for most of his life and 
later settled in Woburn for 
many years before moving 
full time to Rye, NH 25 
years ago.

Richard worked for 30 
years as a civilian employ-
ee for the Dept. of Defense 
as a Computer Systems 
Analyst. He began his 
career at the Charlestown 
Navy Yard and completed 
his career at Hanscom Air-
field retiring in 1994.

In his lifetime, Richard 
enjoyed Middle Eastern 
and Greek folk danc-
ing with his wife and 
time spent at the family 
mountain house in Harts 
Location, NH where he 
enjoyed snowmobiling, 
skiing, hiking.  He also 
enjoyed recreational boat-
ing in the summer, and he 
would frequently return to 
Chelsea to Morley’s Bar-
ber Shop to have his cut 
by Sonny, socialize and 
reminisce with old friends 
at the shop.  He was also 

a past member for many 
years of the American Le-
gion Frank E. Booma Post 
6 Portsmouth, NH.

Richard was prede-
ceased by his wife, Grace 
in 2019.  He was the father 
of Heidi Cady of Rye and 
her late husband, Michael; 
grandfather of Jeffrey 
Cady and his wife, Lauren 
of Dover, NH and Daniel 
Cady and his companion, 
Anna Stevens of Rye, 
NH and great-grandfather 
of Michael Cady.  He is 
also survived by several 
cousins, extended family 
members and friends.

Visiting hours will be 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea today,  
Thursday, January 5 from 
4 to 7 p.m.  Relatives and 
friends are most kind-
ly invited to attend. His 
Funeral will be from the 
Welsh Funeral Home on 
Friday, January 6 at 8 a.m. 
followed by a Funeral 
Mass at St. Rose Church, 
600 Broadway, Chelsea 
at 9:30 a.m.  Services will 
conclude with interment 
at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Everett. 

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Richard’s 
name may be made to a 
charity of their choice.

Richard C. Pizzano
Retired Department of Defense Computer 

Systems Analyst
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DiGregorio Family owned + operated
tom digregorio • john digregorio

head mechanic paul florio

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

Make sure you’re all 
packed up & ready to 

hit the road this holiday 
season

Call to schedule service
781-284-4675

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY   \  88 BROADWAY REVERE 

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIRFULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Inspection StationInspection Station •  • Brakes Brakes • • Tire RotationTire Rotation

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

EVERETT WORKER 
SAVES FAMILY 

EVERETT - On Thurs-
day morning, Dec. 22, 
Parking Enforcement Of-
ficer for the City of Everett 
Brian Gianelli prevented 
tragedy at a 2-alarm fire at 
a multi-unit residence on 
Vine Street.

While he was doing his 
overnight shift, Gianelli 
smelled and spotted smoke 
coming from the building 
and quickly sprang into 
action by calling the Ever-
ett Fire Department (EFD) 
and alerting residents to 
the danger to ensure they 
got out safely.

“I was in the right place 
at the right time,” said Gi-
anelli. He also told NBC10 
Boston, “There were 
alarms going off, couldn’t 
tell from what. I got them 
up, got them out,” he re-
called. “And second floor, 
and I said, ‘You got to get 
out, we have a fire.’”

The EFD quickly re-
sponded with help from 
Metro Boston mutual aid 
to get the fire under con-
trol. Firefighters also did 
all they could to save the 
presents under the Christ-
mas tree on the first floor.  

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
expressed his gratitude to 
Gianelli and the firefight-
ers who responded to the 
fire. 

“As we all celebrate this 
season, let’s be thankful 
for the people like Brian 
and our first responders 
for keeping us all safe,” 
said Mayor DeMaria. 

MASSDOT  LOOKS 
AT USE OF 
OLD RAIL LINE 
CORRIDOR

EAST BOSTON - It’s 
still in the early stages, but 
MassDOT is coming to 
the end of a study on the 
best use of the inactive rail 
line corridor along Rte. 1A 
and Chelsea Creek.

MassDOT held an on-
line forum last week to 
discuss two potential al-
ternatives for the corri-
dor stretching from Day 
Square in East Boston 
to Bell Circle in Revere. 
The first alternative is a 
shared use path for bicy-
cles and pedestrians along 
the MBTA right of way, 
and the second is a shared 
use path combined with a 
bypass road that could be 
used by authorized truck 
traffic.

“Back in 2019, there 
was a lease proposal that 
was before the MassDOT 
board to use an inactive 
rail line running along the 
Chelsea Creek, and based 
on feedback we received 
at that public meeting, 
MassDOT did not lease 
the parcels,” said Mass-
DOT project manager 
Ethan Britland. “Instead, 
they initiated the study 
to look at the rail parcels 
from a transportation per-
spective for what could be 
done in the corridor.”

That study should be 

completed by the end of 
January, according to Brit-
land.

Once the study is com-
pleted, Britland said any 
further action will depend 
on the will of the commu-
nity and stakeholders to 
move forward and funding 
for the alternatives.

The two alternatives 
would both connect into 
the Mary Ellen Welch 
Greenway at its southern 
end and travel to Bell Cir-
cle in Revere to the north.

The bypass road alter-
native would see the road 
end at Tomasello Way, and 
have just a shared use path 
to Bell Circle.

Brittland said the goal 
with either alternative is 
to increase safety, provide 
environmental benefits, 
and address equity issues 
in the communities it trav-
els through.

While Britland said 
there are not a lot of good 
connections for the path to 
connect to once it gets to 
Bell Circle.

“We just wanted to try 
to bring the shared use 
path as far as possible,” 
he said. “We often build 
pieces in segments and 
connect later, and also, 
along the shared use path, 
we do assume that Suffolk 
Downs will be building 
out a lot of their infra-
structure. There are op-
portunities in the future 
to potentially connect into 
whatever Suffolk Downs 
is going to do.”

Ned Codd, a consultant 
on the study, said both 
alternatives were evalu-
ated relative to the major 
categories of safety, con-
nectivity, resilience, and 
equity.

“We also looked at the 
feasibility of the alterna-
tives relative to the cost 
and permitting challeng-
es,” said Codd.

Codd said both of the 
alternatives would raise 
the level of the water’s 
edge to 16 feet above ex-
isting mean sea level to 
address 2070 projections 
for sea level rise and storm 
surge. However, he said 
the shared use-only alter-
native would create more 
park and green space.

“Relative to connectiv-
ity and vehicular access 
and mobility, the principal 
feature of alternative two 
is the provision of a two-
lane bypass road that we 
have assumed is limited to 
authorized vehicles only, 
including heavy trucks,” 
said Codd.

That bypass road would 
provide a more reliable 
connection for some 
trucks traveling to and 
from Logan Airport.

“This bypass road 
would be less subject to 
congestion and variabil-
ities in travel time and 
would be more reliable 
and faster than a high-
way connection, mostly 
during peak periods in the 
peak-demand direction,” 
Codd said.

Estimates show the 

bypass road would carry 
roughly 42 to 67 trucks in 
each direction during peak 
hours. That number rep-
resents about 35 percent of 
the Rte. 1A current truck 
traffic, and about 2 percent 
of total traffic, Codd said.

The bypass alternative 
also provides potential 
future access for public 
transportation.

Both alternatives would 
improve safety, although 
Codd said the second al-
ternative would create pe-
destrian and bike conflicts 
with the traffic from trucks 
on the bypass route near-
by.

When it comes to equi-
ty, Codd said the first al-
ternative would be better 
for path users since users 
would be separated from 
all truck and vehicle traf-
fic. The second alternative, 
he said, would benefit East 
Boston residents by taking 
more truck traffic off Rte. 
1A.

“Both alternatives pro-
vide better neighborhood 
connections for environ-
mental justice communi-
ties, but alternative one 
(shared use path only) 
would provide better 
recreation and access to 
natural resources for en-
vironmental justice com-
munities.”

The shared use path 
would have a lower capital 
cost, coming in at rough-
ly $71 million, while the 
path with the bypass road 
would have a price tag 
about 50 percent higher at 
$106 million.

NEW BIOSAFTEY 
REGULATIONS 
APPROVED

REVERE - The Re-
vere Board of Health held 
a brief (15 minutes) but 
consequential meeting last 
Thursday evening in the 
City Council Chamber at 
which Chairman Dr. Drew 
Bunker and colleagues Dr. 
Craig Costanza and Ne-
zha Louaddi unanimously 
approved the new Regula-
tions on Biosafety and the 
Use of Regulated Biologi-
cal Agents within the city.

The new regulations 
are  an update of the pre-
vious regulations in antic-
ipation of the development 
at Suffolk Downs that is 
expected to attract a num-
ber of life sciences compa-
nies as tenants.

The board had discussed 
a draft of the proposed 
regulations at its October 
meeting and scheduled the 
public hearing on the new 
regulations for last Thurs-
day.

The board heard a brief 
presentation from Claire 
Inzerillo, a Policy Writer 
& Analyst with the City 
Solicitor’s Office, who 
had discussed a draft of the 
proposed regulations in 
detail at the October meet-
ing. After hearing sugges-
tions from the members in 
October, Inzerillo returned 
with the final version last 

Thursday
“These regulations will 

provide for the health and 
safety of the citizens of 
Revere,” Inzerillo told the 
board. “Revere anticipates 
the exciting arrival of the 
life sciences industry. I am 
confident that the regula-
tions before you will guar-
antee safe and transparent 
procedures.”

The chief highlights of 
the new regulations are 
that they limit research in 
the city only to Biosafety 
Levels 1 and 2 (Biosafe-
ty Levels 3 and 4 deal 
with the most dangerous 
pathogens) and they for-
bid experimentation with 
animals.

The new regulations 
also establish  fees for an-
nual permits and fines for 
violations. Inzerillo also 
noted that the work being 
done by the firms will be 
highly-regulated  by state 
and federal agencies in 
conjunction with Revere’s 
public safety departments.

There were no mem-
bers  of the public at the 
hearing and after thank-
ing  Ms. Inzerillo for the 
fine job she had done to 
prepare the new regula-
tions, the members vot-
ed unanimously to adopt 
the new regulations. The 
members then affixed 
their signatures to the doc-
ument.

In other business, the 
board heard from Lauren 
Buck, the Director of Pub-
lic Health, who presented 
the monthly communica-
ble  disease report (which 
included both November 
and December because the 
board did not meet in No-
vember).

Buck said there were 
361 reported cases of flu 
in the city during the past 
two months.

“This is a very big 
number, but not a sur-
prise, given the high num-
bers in Massachusetts 
and across  the country,” 
said Buck. “The patients 
ranged in age from one 
month to 92 years old.”

She said the most at-
risk age groups for death 

are the very young  and 
the very old and that she 
expects the numbers to 
remain high in the com-
ing months.

Buck reminded resi-
dents that flu vaccine shots 
are available at the Board 
of Health.

Michael Wells, the 
city’s Health Agent/Di-
rector of the Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD), pre-
sented  his monthly report 
in which he detailed the 
number of inspections and 
complaints that were ad-
dressed by the ISD.

He also noted the num-
ber of citation issued by 
the ISD in the past two 
months for various viola-
tions of the city ordinanc-
es: 69 for accumulations 
of trash and  debris; five 
for commercial vehicles 
parked in residential areas; 
171 for  improper place-
ment of bulky items; and 
560 for improper place-
ment of trash and debris.

Julia Newhall, the 
Director of the Sub-
stance Use Disorder and 
Homelessness Initiatives 
(SUDHI) Office, made 
a brief  presentation in 
which she noted there 
will be emergency warm-
ing centers available from 
January through April in 
the Revere area, as well 
as emergency shelters  for 
families and individuals.

Newhall said Re-
vere  has a consis-
tent  homeless  population 
of about 30-40 persons.

MANAGER GIVES 
YEAR’S END 
UPDATE

WINTHROP -  Town 
Manager Tony Marino 
gave his last update of 
2022 to the Town Council 
last week, hitting on sev-
eral issues he has been ac-
tively involved with over 
the past several months.

“I sent out the draft for 
the trash ordinance out 
for review, and I will have 
that for the meeting of Jan-
uary to take a look at and 
discuss,” said Marino.

Marino said an outside 
consultant hired by the 
town has begun an inven-
tory and assessment of the 
town’s capital assets in 
preparation for planning 
of a long-range capital 
plan.

“They have the building 
list, they have passed it off 
to the vendor who is go-
ing to be doing the assess-
ments, and they should be 
starting in January,” said 
Marino.

The town manager also 
gave an update on dealing 
with what no one wants to 
talk about, but what every-
one knows is on the way 
this time of year.

“It’s getting colder, 
and that means that snow 
is coming,” said Marino. 
“DPW Director (Steven) 
Calla and I have had many 
conversations about it, and 
we are ready for the plow 
season, even though we 
are down some staff mem-
bers with retirement and 
other reasons. We’ve got 
private contractors, and 
staff members, so while 
we feel like it will certain-
ly be a strain, we will be 
able to get through this 
winter season.”

Marino said he and Su-
perintendent of Schools 
Lisa Howard have inter-
viewed three finalists for 
the Chief Financial Offi-
cer position for the town 
and schools, and could be 
making a decision on fill-
ing that new position soon.

There have also been 
meetings with several law 
firms that responded to 
a request for proposal to 
provide legal services to 
the town, and Marino said 
there could be more infor-
mation on that front by the 
beginning of the new year.

Contract negotiations 
have also gotten under-
way for a new contract 
with the police patrol-
man and sergeant’s union 
for a contract that would 
run through 2025, Mari-
no said. He added that he 
expected there would be a 
meeting set up with the su-
perior officers union in the 
near future, as well.

REVERE POLICE ACTIVITIES LEAGUE
HOLDS HOLIDAY HOOPS TOURNAMENT

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

The Revere Police Activities League, under the leadership of director Kris Oldoni, held its 
second annual Holiday Hoops Tournament Tuesday at Revere High School. Junior varsity 
and freshman teams from Revere, Medford, Malden, and Somerville competed in the tour-
nament. The players enjoyed a post-tournament luncheon that was catered by DeMaino’s. 
Pictured above are PAL officials, Revere Police officers, and Revere High basketball coaches. 
Front row, from left, are PAL Official Brian Taylor, RHS boys basketball head coach David 
Leary, PAL Director Kris Oldoni, and RHS assistant coach Bobby Sullivan. Back row, from left, 
are RHS Athletic Director Frank Shea, Police Officer Christina Bagnera, Police Officer Chris-
tian Orellana, Police Sgt. Joe Internicola, PAL Official Michael Micciche, and RHS assistant 
coach John Leone. The event was made possible by the Shannon Grant and the Revere 
Community Reinvestment Grant. Kris Oldoni thanked Mayor Brian Arrigo, Police Chief David 
Callahan, the Revere Police Department, and the Revere community for their support. Miss-
ing from photo: Sgt. Milton Alfaro. 

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	    SELLER 1 	   ADDRESS                   PRICE   
Cristiano, Nicholas	 Second City Prop LLC	 76 Clark Ave                  	 $812,000  
Punthambaker, S S	 Fisher, Cheryl W	 100 Boatswains Way #408    	 $400,000  
Corsetti, Julia M      	 Roberts, Cameron J	 100 Commandants Way #406	 $425,000  
Callejas, Miguel A	 Monge, Jose	 102 Williams St             	 $1,100,000  
Castellon, Jonathan R  	 Martinez, Rosa	 164 Spencer Ave                 	 $720,000  
410 Chelsea LLC	 Beacham Realty LLC	 410 Beacham St             	 $1,800,000 
Zach Evan 1 LLC	 David E Elfman RT 	 443 Broadway             	 $1,490,000 

jeff@chelsearealestate.com  chelsearealestate.com 

Are you lookin to
Purchase or Sell?

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN
781-201-9488
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-40

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a 
public hearing of the 
Chelsea Planning Board 
will be held 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Rm 305
Tuesday, January 24, 
2023, 6:00 p.m.
with reference to the 
application of:
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
Company of Boston, LLC
for Major Site Plan 
Review for storage of 
vehicles for hire or return 
from hire at the premises 
known as:
245-257 Marginal 
Street146-150 Williams 
Street & 65 Pine Street
All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend.  
Plans and copies of the 
application and petition 
may be viewed at the 
office of the City Clerk, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, during City 
Hall business hours.

12/22/22, 12/29/22, 
1/5/23

C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.
SU22C0577CA
In the matter of:
Aelani Polanco-Mendez
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Aelani Polan-
co-Mendez of Chelsea, 
MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Aelani Mendez
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at:Suffolk 
Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day 

of 01/19/2023. This 
is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 19, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

SECTION 00100
ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS
City of Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts (Owner)
Sealed bids for construc-
tion of Franklin Avenue 
Staircase Reconstruction, 
Contract No. 2023-189, 
for the City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, will be 
received at Room 204, 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, Massachusetts 
02150 until 11:00 a.m. 
prevailing time on Feb-
ruary 9, 2023, at which 
time and place said bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.
The scope of work 
includes the reconstruc-
tion of a 155 linear 
foot concrete staircase 
on Powderhorn Hill 
between Franklin Avenue 
and Lafayette Avenue. 
Work under this project 
includes demolition of 
existing stairs, concrete 
walk, railings, fence, 
and brush; construction 
of new precast concrete 
stairs and cast-in-place 
walks; construction of 
new handrails; construc-
tion of new lighting 
systems; and construction 
of site finishings includ-
ing masonry wall, land-
scaping, and planting.
The required contract 
completion date is No-
vember 17, 2023.
Bid Security in the form 
of a bid bond, cash, certi-
fied check, treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check payable 
to the Owner, is required 
in the amount of five 
percent of the bid, in 
accordance with Section 
00200,  INSTRUCTIONS 
TO BIDDERS.
Copies of the contract 
documents are available 
through the City of 

Chelsea Purchasing 
Department online at 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/departments/
purchasing/current bids 
solicitations.php. The 
Purchasing Department 
website requires prospec-
tive bidders enter their 
name, organization, 
address, telephone num-
ber, fax number, and 
email in order to secure 
contract documents. 
Addendum will be pub-
lished to furnished email 
addresses.
The selected contractor 
shall furnish a per-
formance bond and 
a payment bond in 
amount at least equal 
to one hundred percent 
(100%) of the contract 
price as stipulated in 
Section 00700 GENERAL 
CONDITIONS of these 
specifications.
A Prebid Conference 
will be held at 2:00 PM 
on January 25, 2023 
at Franklin Avenue 
Staircase (Approximately 
49 Franklin Ave.), 
Chelsea, Massachusetts 
02150. Any request for 
interpretation of plans 
and specifications may 
be submitted in writing 
at that time.  Bidders will 
have an opportunity to 
view the site of the work 
following the Prebid 
Conference.
All bids for this project 
are subject to applicable 
bidding laws of Massa-
chusetts, including Gen-
eral Laws Chapter 30, 
Section 39M as amended 
and all applicable Fed-
eral law.
Prevailing Wage Rats as 
determined by the Direc-
tor of the Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development under the 
provisions of the Massa-
chusetts General Laws 
Chapter 149, Section 26 
to 27H, as amended, 
apply to this project. It 
is the responsibility of 
the Bidder, before bid 
opening, to request if 
necessary, any additional 
information on Prevail-
ing Wage Rates for those 
trades people who may 
be employed for the 
proposed work under this 
contract.
By submission of a bid, 
the Bidder agrees that 
his bid shall be good and 
may not be withdrawn 
for a period of 30 days, 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays excluded 

after the opening of bids.
The Owner reserves the 
right to waive any infor-
malities in bids and to 
reject any or all bids.
CITY OF CHELSEA, MASSA-
CHUSETTS
BY ITS CHIEF PROCURE-
MENT OFFICER
Weston & Sampson Engi-
neers,  Inc.
Reading, Massachusetts

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA

REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

Mill Creek 
Resilience Program 
Design + Engineering 
Services
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking Re-
quest for Qualifications 
for “Mill Creek Resilience 
Program Design + Engi-
neering Services”.  
Request for Qualifications 
will be available on or 
after January 5, 2023 by 
contacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at https://
www.chelseama.gov/de-
partments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.  
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked “Mill 
Creek Resilience Program 
Design + Engineering 
Services” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no 
later than 11:00AM on 
Thursday, January 26, 
2023.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT 

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION AND
MAILING
DOCKET NUMBER:
SU22D2075DR
Nhu Nguyen
Plaintiff
VS.
Ty Phan
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for Irre-
trievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any 
action which would nega-
tively impact the current 
financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby sum-
moned and required to 
serve upon: Pamela A. 
Thomure, Esq., Attorney 
Pamela A. Thomure, 185 
Devonshire St. Suite 302 
Boston, MA 02110-1407, 
your answer, if any, on 
or before 02/07/2023. 
If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are 
also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if 
any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.
Witness, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 14, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT 

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114

DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION AND
MAILING
DOCKET NUMBER:
SU22D1339DR
Nora Ester
Perdomo
Plaintiff
VS.
Edwin W.
Perdomo
Defendant
To the Defendant: 
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for Irre-
trievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any 
action which would nega-
tively impact the current 
financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby sum-
moned and required to 
serve upon: Nora Ester 
P Perdomo, 1 Clinton 
CT Apt. 1 Chelsea, MA 
02150, your answer, 
if any, on or before 
01/31/2023. If you fail 
to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this 
action. You are also 
required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register 
of this Court.
Witness, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 06, 
2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU22P0521EA
Estate of:
Sandra Yvonne
Ramirez
Date of Death:
01/07/2022
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Leticia Ramirez 
of Chelsea, MA.

Leticia Ramirez of 
Chelsea, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 
serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
Docket No.
SU22P2862GD
In the matter of: 
Mekhi Anthony
Montgomery-Green
Of: Chelsea, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
To the named Respon-
dent and all other inter-
ested persons, a petition 
has been filed by Loretta 
Green of Chelsea, MA 
in the above captioned 

matter alleging that Me-
khi Anthony Montgom-
ery-Green is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting 
that Loretta Green of 
Chelsea, MA (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond.
The petition asks the 
court to determine 
that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the 
appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that 
the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court 
and may contain a re-
quest for certain specific 
authority. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at 
this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return 
date of 02/06/2023. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file 
the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the 
return date, action may 
be taken in this matter 
without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, 
you or your attorney 
must file a written affi-
davit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days 
after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or 
both. The above-named 
person has the right to 
ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request 
on behalf of the above-
named person. If the 
above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: December 28, 
2022
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

1/5/23
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-38

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a pub-
lic hearing of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held at 
City Hall, Council Cham-
bers, 500 Broadway
Tuesday, January 24, 
2023, 6:00 p.m.
with reference to the 
application of:
Concrete Garden Inc
for Major Site Plan 
Review to establish a 
recreational marijuana 
dispensary at 
307 Broadway
All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend. 
Plans and copies of the 
application and petition 
may be viewed at the 
office of the City Clerk, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, during City 
Hall business hours.

12/22/22, 12/29/22, 
1/5/23

C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-34

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a pub-
lic hearing of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held at 
City Hall, Council Cham-
bers, 500 Broadway
Tuesday, January 24, 
2023, 6:00 p.m.
with reference to the 
application of:
DMS Trinity, LLC
for Major Site Plan 
Review to establish a 
recreational marijuana 
dispensary at 
260-270 Second Street
All interested parties are 
encouraged to attend. 
Plans and copies of the 
application and petition 
may be viewed at the 
office of the City Clerk, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, during City 
Hall business hours.

12/22/22, 12/29/22, 
1/5/23

C
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LOOKING FOR Great Results? Call 
our classified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

Space available 
for Contractor 
Laydown area. 
Ease Access off 
1-95 byLynnfield 
exit 1/4 Acre up to 
5 Acres Available. 
Inquire for Infor-
mation Price 
Negotiable

Kimberley 
508-963-3950

Gianna 
781-484-8846

CONTRACTOR
LAYDOWN AREA 

AVAILABLE

Personal Care Attendant EVER-
ETT - Personal Care attendant 
needed. 5 shifts available 
are: 3-7pm. Fri-Sat-Sun, and 

8am-2pm Sat & Sun . Please 
call Susan 617-389-6190                                                                 
1/18                                                                           

HELP WANTED - PCA

HELP WANTED
___________
DEADLINES: For classified line 
ads, deadlines are Monday by 
4 p.m. Call 781-485-0588

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Global Renewable Energy Company 
MAVEL AMERICAS, INC 

 

Hiring: Accountant / Financial Manager 
Location: Beacon Hill 

Full or Part Time - Flexible Hours 
 

Contact: Olivia@mavel.com 

CHELSEA HOUSING AUTHORITY 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

The Director of Finance and Administration reports to the Executive Director, and s/he is re-
sponsible for fiscal functions relating to the Conventional Public Housing, Rental Assistance 
and Resident Services programs. The Director of Finance and Administration is responsible 
for delegating tasks, monitoring work, and overseeing compliance with established proce-

dures and practices in the following areas: accounts payable, rent collections, cash manage-
ment, investment, insurance, payroll, personnel, rental assistance receivable and payables. 
They will supervise employees in the finance department, also assist in the oversight and 

operation of the data processing functions of the agency.

Responsibilities: 
1. Prepares monthly expense statements.
2. Reviews CHA programs and significant financial outlays.
3. Oversees cash management, consisting of the Authority’s cash flow and investment 
activities.
4. Reconciles bank statements.
5. Reviews and oversees all accounts receivable and payable, including Leased Housing 
owner payments.
6. Monitors and reports on the Section 8 Mobility Program.
7. Prepares biweekly payroll on computerized payroll system.
8. Performs daily functions of financial department including accounts payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll and leased housing payables and receivables.
9. Responsible for budget preparation and monitoring (Federal and State Conventional, 
Leased Housing, Modernization, and development budgets to ensure expenditures fall within 
budget guidelines.
10. Works closely with Fee Accountant to produce financial statements.
11. Maintains the inventory records.
12. Maintains all CHA Modernization financial records.
13. Maintains personnel records, computes employee benefits.
14. Acts as liaison with employee benefit providers- Group Insurance Commission, Chelsea 
Retirement Board, Credit Union, and Dental Plan providers.
15. Coordinates all new hire procedures (advertising, scheduling, interviewing)
16. Prepares written evaluations of financial staff.
17. Monitors all Administrative contracts (Auditors, Fee Accountant, Insurance, Utilities)
18. Performs other related duties as required.

Minimum Qualifications and Experience:
Excellent financial and organizational skills. Thorough knowledge of generally accepted 
accounting principles (GAAP).  Supervisory and management skills, ability to delegate 
responsibility and monitor tasks. Strong math, writing and computer skills including, but 
not limited to, MS Office and QuickBooks. Knowledge of PHA-WEB is preferred. Ability to 
work with numbers in an accurate manner.  Knowledge of GAAP and bookkeeping practices. 
Effective communication (written and oral) skills, must be well-organized and accurate in 
making mathematical calculations and data-entry, must be able to work well with persons of 
diverse backgrounds.  Must exercise good judgement in maintaining the confidentiality and 
integrity of CHA’s financial information.  Good organizational and office skills
 
A minimum of five years of related financial experience including supervisory responsibility. 
Previous experience in a housing authority environment is preferred. Bachelor’s Degree in 
Finance, Accounting or related field is required.

 
Starting Salary Range: $100,000 to $110,000 based on experience

.
Interested candidates may submit resumes by email at employment@chelseaha.com, (sub-

ject line FD2023) or mail (address below) by January 17, 2023, or until position is filled.
Chelsea Housing Authority Human Resource Department (FD2023)

54 Locke Street Chelsea, MA  02150

For Advertising Rates, Call 781-485-0588
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CHELSEA PRIDE FOOTBALL AND CHEER BANQUET

The Chelsea Pride Football and Cheer organization held its 2022 season-ending 
banquet Dec. 11 at the Polish Political Club.

Chelsea Pride would like to thank all the athletes and their parents for a great sea-
son.

Pictured at the Chelsea Pride Football and Cheer season-ending banquet are Football 
Director Kevin O’Regan, President Lou Cetina, State Sen. Sal DiDomenico, Vice President 
Shawn O’Regan, and Field Director Michael Lopez. Chelsea Pride President and Coach Lou Cetina, with the 2002 flag football team.

The Chelsea Pride third-and-fourth-grade football team with Coach Joao Lobo (right). City 
Councilor Tanairi Garcia (left) made the trophy presentations.

he recipients of the Martin Scott Sportsmanship Awards 
are pictured with their coaches, Jack Grigorian and Kevin 
O’Regan.

The Chelsea Pride cheer team, with Coach Brittany and Coach Sabrina. City Councilor 
Tanairi Garcia (back row, right) made the trophy presentations.

Chelsea Pride President Lou Cetina presents Pride attire to 
City Councilor Tanairi Garcia and Council President Calvin 
Brown in appreciation of their support of the organization 
and their attendance at the banquet.

The Chelsea Pride fifth-and-sixth grade football team with Coaches Jack Grigorian and 
Kevin O’Regan. City Council President Calvin Brown (front row, left) made the trophy 
presentations.

State Sen. Sal DiDomenico, City Councilor Tanairi Garcia, and Council President Calvin 
Brown are pictured with some of the Chelsea Pride players at the awards banquet held 
Dec. 11 at the Political Club.


