
By Adam Swift

Vowing that his depart-
ment will be community 
service officers first and 
foremost, Keith Houghton 
was formally sworn in as 
Chelsea’s police chief at 
the beginning of Monday 
night’s City Council meet-
ing.

“I am a son of this com-
munity, I was raised here, 
educated here, played 
here, worshiped here, and 
for 36 years I have worked 
here as a proud officer of 
the Chelsea Police De-
partment,” said Houghton. 
“I learned quite a bit here 
in Chelsea, it is true what 
they say, it really does take 
a village of extraordinary 
individuals, and I have 

been blessed with their 
guidance and kindness 
over the years as it has ex-
posed me to opportunities 
leading me right here to 
stand before you as chief.”

During his remarks, 
Houghton thanked former 
Chief Brian Kyes, his de-
partment, the people of 
Chelsea, and most impor-
tantly, his family, for their 
support over the years. 
He noted that many of 
his close family members 
have worked for gener-
ations as firefighters, ac-
cumulating a total of 175 
years of service to Chel-
sea.

As chief, Houghton said 
it will take the attention of 

By Cary Shuman

Revere resident Jessica 
Iovanna received her oath 
as the new Chief Proba-
tion Officer of the Chelsea 
District Court during an 
impressive ceremony on 
Dec. 1 at the courthouse.

A Merrimack College 
2005 graduate with a de-
gree in Business Manage-
ment, Iovanna, 39, began 
her career in the judicial 
system at Chelsea Dis-
trict Court in 2007 as a 
probation officer. In 2016, 
Iovanna, who is also a li-
censed social worker, was 
promoted to Assistant 
Chief Probation Officer in 
Chelsea.

Last Thursday, col-
leagues, friends, and fam-
ily, including her parents, 

By Adam Swift

The 311 system is in-
tended to give Chelsea 
residents a number to call 
if they have municipal is-
sues they would like to see 
taken care of, from trash 
pick up to potholes and 
sidewalk repair requests.

But at Monday night’s 
City Council meeting, 
several councilors had 
questions about the 311 
service itself.

District 6 Council-
or Giovanni introduced 
an order requesting City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino verify that 311 
employees are working 
either out of an officer or 
their home. Recupero said 
he’s received a number 
of complaints lately from 
residents unable to get 
through to one of the city’s 
three 311 operators.

“I don’t understand 
why it goes to a recorded 
message,” said Recupero. 
“People have complained 
to me, and I’ve called my-
self, and it went right to a 
recorded message.”

Recupero said he un-
derstands that one of the 
311 employees is pregnant 
and working from, which 
he said he didn’t see as an 
issue. Still, the councilor 
said he was flummoxed as 
to why so many calls go 
unanswered.

“Who supervises these 
people?” Recupero said. 

“It’s supposed to be the 
DPW, but I don’t under-
stand how you have three 
people and it goes to an 
answering machine.”

District 4 Councilor 
Enio Lopez said he’s also 
heard complaints about 
311 going unanswered. He 
said he was also concerned 
because when Spanish 
speaking residents call the 
line, there is not someone 
there who speaks Spanish.

“I thank Councilor Re-
cupero for bringing this 
up,” said Lopez. “There 
are some answers that 
need to be given to our 
community.”

With changes in recy-
cling for items such as 
textiles and mattresses, 
Lopez also noted that the 
calls to 311 from the com-
munity are also likely to 
increase.

District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor added to the 
chorus of those who have 
received complaints about 
311.
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By Adam Swift

The Chelsea School 
Committee closed out the 
year at its Thursday, Dec. 
1 meeting with honors for 
several committee mem-
bers, and updates on en-
rollment and attendance 
for the current school year.

“Every year, we like to 
say thank you to School 
Committee members for 
serving and for leading 
our School Committee,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta.

The superintendent 
presented flowers and 
certificates to committee 
Chair Kelly Garcia, Vice 
Chair Ana Hernandez, 
and North Shore Col-
laborative representative 
Naomi Zabot. Committee 
member Shawn O’Regan 
was also honored, but he 
was unable to attend last 
Thursday’s meeting.

“I would like to thank 
this entire School Com-
mittee for the work each 
of you do as a body, and 
I would to thank you for 
supporting me, our amaz-
ing leadership team, and 
all our teachers and stu-
dents because without a 
strong leadership team at 
the School Committee lev-
el, we could not make the 
strides and do the amazing 

work we do in the Chel-
sea Public Schools,” said 
Abeyta.

Garcia also had kind 
words for her vice chair.

“Ana, you know how 
special you are to me,” 
said Garcia. “You’ve been 
here as one of the lon-
gest-serving members, 
you and Jeanette (Velez), 
and I want to thank you 
for your continued com-
mitment not only to our 
students, but to our staff 
and our schools.”

Dr. Tamara Blake-
Canty, the interim assis-
tant superintendent for 
teaching and learning, 
updated the committee on 
attendance and drop-out 
rates.

“For first grade all the 
way through eighth grade, 
we are over the 90th per-
centile (for attendance), 
and for grades 9, 10, and 
11, we are in the high 80th 
percentile,” said Blake-
Canty.

Blake-Canty added that 
the drop-out rate com-
pared to last year is down 
from 2.3 percent to 1.8 
percent.

Abeyta updated the 
committee on enrollment, 
which is above the pre-
Covid levels.

School Committee 
members thanked 
for service

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check chelsearecord.com

Houghton officially 
sworn in as police chief

Iovanna receives oath as 
Chief Probation Officer of 

Chelsea District Court

Changing of the Guards in Chelsea

Councilors raise questions 
about 311 system

See SCHOOL Page 3

Chief Probation Officer Jessica 
Iovanna receives her oath from 
Justice Matthew Machera.

A ROYAL VISIT TO CHELSEA

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

The City of Chelsea held its Holiday Tree Lighting ceremony 
Dec. 1 in Chelsea Square. City Manager Tom Ambrosino 
(photo below, right) led the countdown before the lighting 
of the tree and was joined at the ceremony by Chelsea resi-
dents and community leaders including (from left) Chelsea 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, 
CCC First Vice President Sue Gallant, and Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Almi Abeyta. See more photos on Page 2.

KATY ROGERS PHOTOS

Princess Kate holds a bouquet of flowers that were given to 
her as she greeted the large crowd during her Dec. 1 visit to 
Roca headquarters in Chelsea. 

Prince William is pictured in Chelsea during his visit to 
ROCA where he met with Executive Director Molly Baldwin 
and ROCA officials to highlight the success of the interna-
tionally recognized organization.
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The Postal Service is 
keeping up the pace as the 
hustle and bustle of the hol-
iday season gains momen-
tum. To ensure customers 
get their holiday packages 
on time, our letter carriers 
will be delivering as early 
as 6:00 a.m. in many major 
metro locations across the 
country. So, if you hear the 
sounds of an early morning 
package delivery, please 
know it’s our way of help-
ing Santa get an early start.

This month, our carriers 
will be out delivering in 
the early mornings in many 

communities. To help keep 
your letter carrier safe, we 
ask you to keep your porch 
light on, especially if you 
notice mail has not yet 
been delivered.

We have prepared all 
year to deliver certainty 
and continuity this holiday, 
and that means starting ear-
ly in the morning.

Tips for a successful 
holiday mailing and ship-
ping season:

 • Use free Priority Mail 
Flat Rate boxes. They are 
available at Post Office lo-
cations or online at usps.

com/freeboxes.
• Make it easy with the 

Click-N-Ship feature. You 
can create shipping labels 
and pay for postage online 
at usps.com/ship.

• Schedule a free Pack-
age Pickup when the car-
rier delivers your mail. It’s 
free, regardless of the num-
ber of packages. Pickups 
can be scheduled at usps.
com/pickup.

• Mail and packages that 
weigh more than 10 ounces 
or are more than a half-inch 
thick and use stamps as 
postage cannot be dropped 
into a collection box or left 
for a carrier to pick up. In-
stead, take them to a local 
Post Office.

• Sign up for Informed 
Delivery. Keep an eye on 
your deliveries by regis-
tering at informeddelivery.
usps.com to see what pack-
ages are enroute and to re-
ceive daily emails showing 
what mail will be deliv-
ered.

• Monitor your front 
door. If you have a home 
security camera system, 
ensure it captures and saves 
activity at your front door 
and mailbox. If you catch 
any mail thieves in the act, 

save the video and alert 
your local Postal Inspec-
tors. Video surveillance 
goes a long way in prevent-
ing crimes and catching the 
bad guys. You can reach 
the U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service at 877-876-2455.

• Don’t leave delivered 
mail and packages unat-
tended. Just as wallets and 
purses shouldn’t be left 
on the front seat of an un-
locked car overnight, mail 
and packages shouldn’t be 
left uncollected in mail-
boxes or on front porches 
for any length of time.

2022 Holiday Shipping 
Deadlines

The Postal Service rec-
ommends the following 
mailing and shipping dead-
lines for expected delivery 
by Dec. 25 to domestic 
addresses and Air/Army 
Post Office/Fleet Post Of-
fice/Diplomatic Post Office 
(APO/FPO/DPO) address-
es*:

 • Dec. 9   — APO/FPO/
DPO (all ZIP Codes) Pri-
ority Mail and First-Class 
Mail

• Dec. 16 — APO/FPO/
DPO (except ZIP Code 

Postal Service changes delivery times for holiday season
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By Adam Swift

The City Council will 
choose a new at-large 
councilor at its meeting 
this Monday night.

Over the past sever-
al weeks, the council has 
met in subcommittee to 
interview about a dozen 
candidates to replace for-
mer Councilor-at-Large 
Roy Avellaneda, and has 
narrowed the list to three 
candidates.

Those candidates, for-
mer councilors Stanley 
Troisi and Brian Hatle-
berg and community ac-
tivist and zoning board 
member Joan Cromwell, 
will appear before the full 
City Council at its regu-
larly scheduled meeting 
beginning at 7 p.m. at City 
Hall Monday night.

“We will be asking 
them a series of questions 
that they will be able to 
answer in front of the pub-

lic, and they will also be 
able to give a five minute 
introduction on why they 
want to fill the vacancy,” 
said Council President 
Calvin Brown.

Following the interview 
process, the councilors 
will be able to nominate 
candidates, and whichev-
er candidate receives six 
votes will fill the remain-
der of Avellaneda’s term.

Brown praised the 
strength of the candidates 
who were selected as fi-
nalists and of all those 
who interviewed. 

“I think we can’t go 
wrong with whoever we 
choose and I’m looking 
forward to the process,” 
said Brown.

The selection process 
for a new councilor has 
not been without some 
controversy.

School Commit-
tee member Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera, who was 

a candidate for the coun-
cil position, filed an open 
meeting law violation 
complaint following the 
Nov. 28 meeting where 
the three finalists were se-
lected.

The council used secret 
ballots to narrow down 
the field to three finalists, 
in violation of the open 
meeting law. Council-
or-at-Large Damali Vidot 
requested that the coun-
cilors put their names on 
the ballots since they were 
public documents, but that 
motion was defeated, with 
councilors Leo Robinson, 
Enio Lopez, and Todd 
Taylor voting with Vidot 
that the names should be 
on the ballots and Giovan-
ni Recupero abstaining, 
while the remaining coun-
cilors voted to keep the 
secret ballots.

“We were trying to get 
the best candidates, obvi-
ously we did not believe 

we were doing anything 
wrong,” said Brown. At 
the advice of town coun-
sel, Brown said the coun-
cilors rectified the situ-
ation and eventually put 
their names on the ballots.

“It was not something 
we were doing to be ma-
licious,” said Brown, who 
said he believes in open 
and transparent govern-
ment.

At the most recent City 
Council meeting, Vidot in-
troduced a motion asking 
for a subcommittee meet-
ing to discuss Chelsea 
Community Cable taping 
and broadcasting all the 
council’s subcommittee 
meetings. She also asked 
that the city’s IT depart-
ment be involved to look 
at ways that more people 
could be involved in city 
meetings remotely.

While not specifically 
addressing the Nov. 28 
subcommittee meeting, 

which was not televised, 
Vidot said that streaming 
all subcommittee meet-
ings would increase trans-
parency and participation 
for the council and resi-
dents.

Vidot noted that much 
of the work the council 
does is in subcommittee.

“I’m not accusing any-
body of doing anything 
sinister or inappropriate, 
but I think it is better for 
the community when they 
can see all the conversa-
tions going on behind the 
scenes,” said Vidot.

Taylor said he support-
ed the streaming of as 
many meetings as possi-
ble to increase transparen-
cy and improve the civic 
discourse.

During the public 
speaking portion of the 
last council meeting, Sar-
ah Neville, Jimenez-Rive-
ra’s wife and a community 
activist in her own right, 

spoke in favor of increased 
streaming of meetings and 
greater transparency from 
the council and govern-
ment bodies.

“Why have I come to 
rehash all this? We already 
know what happened last 
week in this room,” said 
Neville. “This is a larger 
issue than just one illegal 
action; the subcommittee 
where this happened was 
not recorded, so the peo-
ple listening to see what 
happened or listening 
to this discussion unless 
they looked up the public 
notes, which are hard to 
find anyway.”

In addition to stream-
ing and televising the 
subcommittee meetings, 
Neville suggested the city 
make its online documents 
searchable so it would be 
easier to find specific in-
formation in meeting min-
utes, agendas, and other 
online documents.

Three finalists have been selected to fill council vacancy

HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING IN CHELSEA SQUARE

The Silva family enjoys the tree lighting ceremony in Chelsea Square.

Jennifer Hassell, Susan Gallant, Mimi Graney, Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta, Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico, District 1 Councilor Todd Taylor, District 7 Councilor Tanairi Garcia, School 
Committee Chair Kelly Garcia, and City Manager Tom Ambrosino.

Chelsea Police Officer Joanne O’Brien, Police Chief Keith 
Houghton, Fire Chief Len Albanese, and Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell.

See USPS  Page 3

Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jennifer Hassell, 
First Vice President Susan Gallant, and Office Administra-
tive Assistant Carolina Bonilla.

School Committee Chair Kelly Garcia, Sen. Sal DiDomenico, 
and District 7 Councilor Tanairi Garcia.

A Chelsea family pictured at the city’s tree lighting ceremo-
ny Dec. 1 in Chelsea Square.
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                 PRICE   
 Dang, Phillip P         Lau, Mei 9-11 Lash St                $480,000 
Mario, Thomas J         Melisi, Roni M 18 Grandview Rd          $50,000 
Mario, Thomas J        Melisi, Roni M 24 Grandview Rd           $500,000  

jeff@chelsearealestate.com  chelsearealestate.com 

Are you lookin to
Purchase or Sell?

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN
781-201-9488
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CHS Roundup

ASSISTED LIVING 
LOCATORS URGES 
ADULT CHILDREN 
TO HAVE  LONG 
TERM CARE PLAN

The holiday season is 
a time of giving and shar-
ing special moments with 
your family. As you dec-
orate the tree and bake 
those cookies, don’t forget 
about an important gift 
you can give to your aging 
parent – the gift of a long-
term care plan.

Assisted Living Loca-
tors Boston, a local senior 
placement and referral 
service, is urging adult 
children to have a very 
merry … long term care 
plan to make sure their 
parents have personalized 
care and support when 
they need it.

As parents get older, 
many will turn to their 
adult children to help 
them in the next steps of 
senior living. Many of 
these adult children live 
an average of 450 miles 
from their parents and are 
having to assume the role 
of a long-distance care-
giver.  According to the 
National Center on Care-
giving, approximately 5 to 
7 million adult children in 
the U.S. are long-distance 
caregivers.

Assisted Living Loca-
tors Boston Vice President 
of Placement and Aging 
Strategy John Moniz, a 
Marshfield resident, stat-
ed that adult children, 
especially those who are 
long distance caregivers, 
should use the holiday 
season as an opportuni-
ty to assess the current 
lifestyle of aging parents 
and evaluate what can be 
improved to strengthen 

their loved one’s health 
and happiness.  “No mat-
ter what stage of life your 
parents are in, talking 
about long term care and 
creating a plan now for 
the future can help them 
live their life on their own 
terms,” he explained.

“Assisted Living Loca-
tors is a free service that 
can help you explore and 
understand elder care op-
tions,”  said Moniz.  “Our 
senior care advisors meet 
with each family to learn 
about their loved one’s 
needs, living conditions, 
and personal preferences 
in order to build a care 
plan.”

He noted that Assisted 
Living Locators website 
also offers an easy-to-use 
Assessment Tool  that can 
quickly give one insight if 
it’s time to find a new en-
vironment and appropriate 
senior housing for your 
aging parent.

Moniz advises adult 
children to set these long-
term planning goals in 
2023:

1) Prepare and gath-
er essential medical and 
financial documents for 
their aging loved one

2) Make a plan for pay-
ing for long-term care

3) Connect with the 
right kind of support and 
resources.

“The challenge families 
with aging parents face 
today is finding a single 
source for reliable assis-
tance for a long-term care 
plan,” he explained. “As-
sisted Living Locators has 
a full roster of services for 
seniors around there need 
for in-home care or senior 
living arrangements. From 
relocation to respite care 
to alternative solutions 
for paying for long-term 

care, our comprehensive 
resources can help you 
prepare for the future.”

DIDOMENICO 
SECURES $150,000 
FOR THE CHELSEA 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico successfully included 
$150,000 for the Chel-
sea Public schools in the 
wide-ranging Econom-
ic Development bill that 
passed last month. This 
funding will help Chel-
sea schools offer college 
and career assistance pro-
grams to their students. 
These programs will help 
students access intern-
ships and give staff the re-
sources to take students on 
college tours in the area.

The college and ca-
reer assistance programs 
provide Chelsea students 
with the resources and 
knowledge they need to 
make informed decisions 
about their future after 
high school. There is no 
single path for a high 
school graduate to take, 
and these programs help 
young people figure out 
which path is the best for 
them and how they can get 
there.

“I am proud to bring 
this funding to Chelsea so 
students throughout our 
community can access the 
resources they need to suc-
ceed after high school,” 
said Senator DiDomenico, 
Assistant Majority Lead-
er of the Massachusetts 
Senate. “I will always 
prioritize funding for our 
schools and programs 
like this that provide our 
youngest residents with 
skills and opportunities to 
thrive.”

News in Brief

JOB OPPORTUNITY
CLERK TO THE CHELSEA CITY COUNCIL

Part-time - 20 hours per week
Salary Range: $30,409.60 - $37,980.80 

POSITION SUMMARY*
Under the direction of City Council President, the Clerk will contribute to the prepa-
ration and efficiency of city council meetings and ensure that overall parliamentary 
procedures are carried out in a timely manner. Attend all Committee meetings and 
serve as the Clerk, taking roll calls and recording all votes at the request of the Chair. 
Requires the ability to work effectively with elected and appointed officials and the 
public. The Clerk will also provide advice and opinions to city council on legislative 
process and related procedures. Also provides clerical assistance to members of the 
City Council and performs related work as required. Performs a variety of complex and 
confidential clerical duties requiring a thorough knowledge of organizational proce-
dures and precedents, and municipal budgetary requirements. This position requires 
an understanding of the City Council and its members’ obligations under MGL, the 
Ordinances of Chelsea and Rules of City Council.  

QUALIFICATIONS Associates Degree or higher, or equivalent years of work experi-
ence and education. Minimum 5 years’ related experience in public sector and mu-
nicipal environments preferred. Working knowledge of Robert’s Rules of Order and/or 
Parliamentary Procedure helpful. Chelsea residency preferred.

To apply, email your application and/or resume to jobs@chelseama.gov or send to 
Human Resources, City of Chelsea, 500 Broadway, Room 301, Chelsea, MA 02150. 
Position open until filled.
TO VIEW THE FULL DESCRIPTION go to Job Openings on our website at www.
chelseama.gov.

The City of Chelsea is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Special to the Record

The city recently re-
ceived a $324,000 grant 
to address the mounting 
threats of coastal flooding 
and begin the planning 
and preliminary design of 
an Eastern Avenue flood 
mitigation project.

The city, in partnership 
with the North Suffolk Of-
fice of Resilience and Sus-
tainability, GreenRoots, 
and the Mystic River Wa-
tershed, received the grant 
from the Municipal Vul-
nerability Preparedness 
Program (MVP).

The ultimate aim of 
the project, according to 
city officials, is to reduce 
flooding posing risks 
to vulnerable neighbor-
hoods, fortify critical in-
frastructure, and bolster 
public waterfront access 
along Eastern Avenue, 
adjacent to the Chelsea 
Creek.

“Coastal flooding, a 
direct result of climate 
change, is a significant 
danger to vulnerable 
neighborhoods, business-
es, and vital infrastruc-
ture,” said City Manager 
Thomas Ambrosino. “The 
City is grateful to the 
Baker Administration and 
MVP Program for its nota-
ble commitment to climate 
resiliency in Chelsea.”

The grave consequenc-
es of climate change 
will inordinately burden 
low-income residents and 
BIPOC communities, de-
manding concerted action, 
according to Alex Train, 
the city’s Director of 
Housing and Community 
Development. 

“With resources from 
the MVP Program, we’re 
advancing the planning 
and design of critical in-

frastructure to safeguard 
the waterfront and sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
for future generations,” 
said Train.

Enveloping a major 
floodplain, the Eastern 
Avenue district anchors a 
concentration of jobs, oil 
tank farms, the sole elec-
tric substation powering 
Chelsea, major transpor-
tation infrastructure, and 
vital community facilities, 
such as the Mary C. Burke 
Elementary Complex. A 
severe flood would sever 
power, interrupt transpor-
tation and commerce, and 
unleash a mix of flood-
ing and, potentially, toxic 
chemicals, endangering 
surrounding Environmen-
tal Justice neighborhoods, 
according to officials.

“We must continue to 
center Chelsea residents in 
our efforts to ensure that 
our built infrastructure 
withstands increasingly 
intense rain storms, coast-
al storm surge, and sea 
level rise in order to ensure 
our community’s physical 
and economic well-being,” 
said Bianca Bowman, Cli-
mate Justice Organizer 
with GreenRoots. “We’ve 
seen how coastal flooding 
has impacted vulnerable 
areas like Eastern Avenue 
and its surrounding neigh-
borhoods and businesses. 
Chelsea needs climate jus-
tice now.”

Darya Mattes, the re-
silience manager with the 
North Suffolk Office of Re-
silience and Sustainability, 
said the effects of climate 
change, like many environ-
mental stressors, unequally 
burdens low-income com-
munities.

“Residents experiencing 
poverty,communities of 
color, and vulnerable popu-
lations, such as seniors, are 

more apt to reside in a flood 
plain or heat island, epito-
mizing the racial inequities 
of climate change,” said 
Mattes.

According to flood mod-
eling performed by Wood-
well, formerly known as 
Woods Hole Oceanograph-
ic Institute, extreme storms 
that occur every 100 years 
will be three times more 
likely to occur by 2050. By 
2080, 100 year storms will 
occur on an annual basis. 
Flooding

proportional to Hurri-
cane Sandy will engulf 
Chelsea every year, and the 
Eastern Avenue district will 
be inundated with three to 
five feet of water. Similar to 
events in the Gulf Coast, in-
tensive flooding could rup-
ture oil and industrial facil-
ities, unleashing plumes of 
toxic chemicals into

nearby neighborhoods, 
according to city officials.

With MVP Program 
funding, the City, Green-
Roots, and MyRWA will 
lead a feasibility analysis 
to consider approaches 
to streetscape, utility, and 
shoreline infrastructure to 
harden the district from 
coastal storm surge and sea 
level rise, while mitigating 
precipitation driven flood-
ing.

The feasibility study will 
result in the identification 
of a preferred concept for 
flood protection, a combi-
nation of elevated infra-
structure, living shorelines, 
stormwater enhancements, 
and public open space. The 
system, once conceived, 
will undergo preliminary 
design, informed by com-
munity input, resulting in 
validated plans, architec-
tural models, and a cost 
estimate. Upon comple-
tion, the project will allow 
the City to pursue state and 
federal funding for final en-
gineering and construction.

State funding earmarked for Eastern 
Avenue flood protection project

WINTER SPORTS 
SEASON TO BEGIN 
FOR CHS TEAMS

The 2023 winter sports 
season will get underway 
next week for Chelsea 
High athletes.

Both the boys and girls 
basketball teams will be 
led by new head coaches, 
former CHS stars Cesar 
Castro for the boys and 
Leslie Santiago for the 
girls.

Both squads will open 
their 2023 campaigns next 
Tuesday (December 13), 

with the boys traveling to 
Lynn English and the girls 
entertaining Lynn English.

Chelsea will compete 
once again in the Greater 
Boston League (GBL). 
They will face their seven 
GBL foes -- Lynn English, 
Lynn Classical, Everett, 
Malden, Medford, Somer-
ville, and Revere -- twice 
each.

The boys will have non-
league encounters with 
Watertown (twice), Cam-
bridge Rindge and Latin, 
and East Boston, while the 

girls will meet Mt. Alver-
nia twice and Lynn Tech 
once.

The CHS indoor boys 
and girls track teams will 
begin their season next 
Wednesday (December 
14) against Lynn English. 
Coach Cesar Hernandez 
and his crew will meet 
each of their seven GBL 
foes on every Wednesday 
through January 25, with 
the All-GBL Meet set for 
February 3 at the Reggie 
Lewis Track and Athletic 
Center.

“Our enrollment is actu-
ally very steady and we’re 
climbing just a little bit,” 
she said. “We are now at 
6,288 (students), which 
is about 88 more students 
than 2019, so we are at 
almost 100 more stu-
dents. Not only did we get 

caught up, we are surpass-
ing our numbers, and that 
is actually showing mostly 
at our high school.”

In other business, the 
School Committee accept-
ed several gifts and dona-
tions, including six $50 
Market Basket gift certifi-

cates from the Zonta Club 
of Chelsea, a collection of 
older National Geograph-
ic magazines and maps 
from Danny Marcus, and 
200 pairs of Puma sneak-
ers and 40 cases of sani-
tary wipes from Provision 
Ministry.

“As a councilor, I’ve 
been getting feedback 
from the community that 
this isn’t working,” said 
Taylor.

He said he understood 
from the city side that the 
311 system might be more 
convenient that the old-
er ticket-based computer 
system, but that it wasn’t 
working well for a number 
of residents.

“Some improvements 
need to be made if we are 
going to stick with this 
311 system, otherwise we 
need to figure out some-
thing else, because this is 
not just coming from up 
here, this is real feedback 
coming from the commu-
nity,” said Taylor.

Counci lor-a t -Large 
Damali Vidot said she 
has not heard the com-

plaints about 311, but 
recommended discussing 
the issue further at a sub-
committee on conference 
meeting to hash out what 
the issues are and how 
they can be fixed.

“I think it does bring 
value, but we should have 
a discussion on how we 
can work out the kinks,” 
Vidot said.

311 / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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093) USPS Priority Mail 
Express Military service

• Dec. 17 — USPS Re-
tail Ground service

• Dec. 17 — First-Class 
Mail service (including 
greeting cards)

• Dec. 17 — First-Class 
packages (up to 15.99 
ounces)

• Dec. 19 — Priority 
Mail service

• Dec. 23 — Priority 
Mail Express* service

Additional news and 
information, including all 
domestic, international and 
military mailing and ship-
ping deadlines, and tips 
to keep mail safe can be 

found on the Postal Ser-
vice Holiday Newsroom at 
usps.com/holidaynews.

The Postal Service re-
ceives no tax dollars for 
operating expenses and re-
lies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to 
fund its operations.
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With colder weather and 
storm season approaching, 
including the likelihood of 
rain and strong winds lat-
er today, National Grid is 
encouraging customers to 
proactively prepare their 
homes and businesses for 
the weeks and months 
ahead.

Every day, National 
Grid works to ensure that 
customers receive the 
safest and most reliable 
energy service possible. 
National Grid has secured 
sufficient natural gas sup-
plies to keep customers 
warm this winter, and is 
continuously inspecting, 
investing in, and upgrad-
ing critical infrastructure, 
performing vegetation 
management services to 
keep power lines clear of 
obstructions, and prepar-
ing our crews to respond 
to major weather events.

In 2021, National Grid 
made more than $800 mil-
lion in infrastructure and 
related investments across 
Massachusetts, including 
work that upgraded and 
secured critical facilities 
that help power and heat 
homes and businesses. 
These investments along 
with other efforts have 
resulted in National Grid 
having strong system per-
formance so far in 2022, 
with our electric network 
operating at 99.995 avail-
ability -- a nearly 7 percent 
improvement over 2021 – 
providing customers with 
reliable electric service 
day-in and day-out.

“As we head into the 
late fall and begin winter, 
the chance for inclem-
ent weather to potentially 
impact our customers in 
Massachusetts is great-
ly increased,” said Tanya 
Moniz-Witten, Vice Presi-
dent of New England Elec-
tric Operations. “Ahead of 
storm season, we recom-
mend all our customers 
make sure they are pre-
pared in case of outages in 
their area. National Grid 
takes steps throughout the 
year to make our system 
more resilient, but major 
storms can cause signifi-
cant damage. In the event 
of a power outage, our 
crews and support teams 
will be ready and work-

ing for as long as needed 
to safely restore service as 
quickly as possible.”

Winter will also mean 
higher electric and gas 
bills. National Grid recog-
nizes increased bills will 
pose challenges for many 
customers. In September, 
the company launched its 
Winter Customer Savings 
Initiative, which is de-
signed to help customers 
reduce their energy use 
and lower energy costs, 
manage their energy bills 
and payments, and help 
them secure available 
energy assistance if they 
need it. More information 
about the initiative can be 
found at ngrid.com/here-
tohelp.

Before inclement 
weather brings challeng-
es to the region, National 
Grid is offering customers 
the following tips and re-
minders:

Stay Safe:
• People who depend on 

electric-powered life sup-
port equipment, such as a 
respirator, should let Na-
tional Grid know. To reg-
ister as a life support cus-
tomer, call the company’s 
Customer Service Center 
at 1-800-322-3223. News 
Release

National Grid Recom-
mend s Home Prepara-
tions Ahead of Winter

National Grid is offer-
ing customers tips to make 
sure they are prepared for 
storm season

Prepare your home:
• Customers with gen-

erators are encouraged to 
conduct regular mainte-
nance checks to ensure 
the generator is operating 
safely.

• If applicable, schedule 
a home’s furnace tune-up 
to ensure it is in proper 
working order, and ensure 
it and any water heaters 
are properly vented.

• Test smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors 
and change the batteries 
every year.

• Remove dead or rot-
ting branches on trees.

• Schedule a free Mass 
Save home energy as-
sessment to learn ways 
to reduce winter energy 
use. Call 888-774-3167 to 
schedule an appointment.

Prepare a winter emer-
gency kit in the event of a 
major storm with the fol-
lowing items:

• Water – the American 
Red Cross recommends 
one gallon of water per 
person per day.

• Food – at least a three-
day supply of non-per-
ishable food, plus a can 
opener.

• Battery-powered or 
hand crank radio.

• Flashlight and extra 
batteries.

• First-aid kit.
• Moist towelettes, gar-

bage bags and plastic ties 
for personal sanitation.

• Personal hygiene sup-
plies.

• Extra cash.
• Cell phone with char-

gers.
• Emergency contact 

numbers.
Other items to consider 

may be found on the Na-
tional Grid website here.

Customers Should Stay 
Connected:

• Report power outages 
at www.nationalgridus.
com or call 1-800-465-
1212.

• Use a mobile device to 

track outage information 
and storm-related safe-
ty tips through National 
Grid’s mobile site acces-
sible at www.ngrid.com/
mobile.

• Like National Grid 
on Facebook and follow 
on Twitter and Instagram; 
National Grid posts all 
the latest storm and resto-
ration updates.

• Track outages and es-
timated restoration times 
at www.nationalgridus.
com/outage-central.

• Make sure National 
Grid has updated email 
addresses and phone num-
bers on file. Update con-
tact information at ngrid.
com. Click on sign in/reg-
ister.

• To stay connected 
during storms and outag-
es, text to 64743 using any 
of the below commands.

o REG to sign up for 
text alerts

o OUT to report an out-
age

o SUM followed by 
your town, county, or state 
to get a summary of out-
ages in your area

Chelsea
R e c o r d

PRESIDENT: Stephen Quigley

EDITOR IN CHIEF: Cary Shuman
Forum

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Chelsea Record is published every Thursday by the Revere -based 

Independent Newspaper Group. Periodical postage rates paid at Boston, 
MA. Subscription rates are $30 per year in Chelsea, and $60 per year 

outside the city.  The Chelsea Record assumes no financial responsibility 
for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the 

advertisement in which the error occurs. Advertisers will please  notify 
the management immediately of any errors that may occur. Chelsea Re-
cord, 101-680, at 385 Broadway, the Citizens Bank Building, Suite 105, 
Revere, MA 02151, is a weekly publication. Periodicals postage  paid at 
Boston, MA 02110. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Indepen-
dent Newspaper Group, 385 Broadway, Suite 105, Revere, MA 02151.  

Subscription price in-town is $26 and out of town is $50.
USPS NO. 101-680

Your opinions, please
The Chelsea Record welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mail-

ing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Our fax 
number is 781-485-0588. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@chelsearecord.com. 
Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

Chelsea
ReCoRd

established 1890

Advertising 
and Marketing

Director of Marketing 
 Debra DiGregorio

deb@reverejournal.com

Assistant Marketing 
Directors

Maureen DiBella

 

 Advertising
Ellen Bertino

Editorial
Reporters, 

Regular Contributors
Cary Shuman

(Cary@lynnjournal.com)

Copy Editing, Layout
Scott Yates

Business Accounts 
Executive
Judy Russi

Printer
GateHouse Media

781-485-0588 • www.chelsearecord.com

stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

STILL TIME TO SUPPORT 
THE CHRISTMAS
TOY DRIVE AT 

THE BROWN JUG
One of our all-time favorite Chelsea institutions, The 

Brown Jug, once again is conducting a Christmas Toy 
Drive for children in our community.

Donors should bring an unopened/unwrapped toy for 
a boy or girl to the Jug (which is located at 1014 Revere 
Beach Parkway in the Parkway Plaza shopping center) 
through Dec. 15th and are asked to be particularly mind-
ful of the “tween” age group for youths ages 10-16.

All of the donated toys will be given for distribution 
to needy children to the Salvation Army of Chelsea.

For their part, the Jug’s proprietors, Michael and 
Cheryl Matrinko, will offer a special “thank you” gift 
for donors by offering one of the Jug’s delicious, signa-
ture, thin-crust pizzas with one topping for just $5.00. 

This is just one example of a local business doing its 
part for the Chelsea community. We thank Mike and 
Cheryl for their efforts -- and we urge all of our readers 
to take part in this worthy event (and get a one-topping 
pizza for $5.00!).

FREEDOM ISN’T FREE:
PEARL HARBOR WAS 

81 YEARS AGO 
It was 81 years ago this week that the warlords of 

Japan launched their attack on the United States at Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii on December 7, 1941.

The very next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
convened a joint session of Congress in which he fa-
mously declared the attack as, “A day that will live in 
infamy,” and asked Congress for a Declaration of War 
against Japan. Germany and Italy, allies of the Japanese 
who collectively were known as the Axis, then declared 
war on the U.S., setting the stage for what would be-
come the largest conflagration in world history.

Hundreds of thousands of Americans would die in 
battlefronts stretching from the European continent to 
the jungle islands of the Pacific over the next three and 
one-half years before the German and Japanese war ma-
chines finally were subdued.

For more than two years prior to the attack, America 
had stayed out of the war that already had engulfed most 
of the rest of the world in the aftermath of the German 
invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. By the time 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hitler’s Nazis 
had conquered all of continental Europe and much of 
Africa, while the Japanese had invaded almost all of 
Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philippines and 
other small islands in the Pacific.

Americans clung to the belief that our isolation, sep-
arated from the rest of the world by two oceans, would 
keep us out of the war. Americans had no appetite for 
re-engaging in another conflict just 23 years removed 
from the memories of World War I that still were fresh 
in our nation’s psyche.

But after Pearl Harbor, we no longer could keep our 
heads buried in the sand. Although America had re-in-
stituted the draft some months prior to Pearl Harbor and 
had ramped up our military production capabilities, the 
suddenness of the Japanese attack still came as a shock 
to every American.

Americans realized that thanks to the capabilities of 
modern armaments such as Japanese aircraft carriers 
and German U-boats, even the continental United States 
was not insulated from attack by a foreign enemy. Cit-
izens on the West Coast braced for a Japanese invasion 
in the aftermath of Pearl Harbor and curfews were insti-
tuted on the Eastern Seaboard.

Thanks to the countless number of documentaries and 
movies over the past 25 years that have told the stories 
of the brave Americans who fought in WWII, we are 
fortunate to have a living history of the sacrifices made 
by The Greatest Generation.

The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief 
among them is that freedom isn’t free -- and that we 
always must be vigilant to recognize the forces of evil 
that seek to destroy our way of life.

Guest Op-ed

Christmas rest and peace
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Christmas is a good 
time to catch up on your 
pumpkin pie eating. Pecan 
pie seems readily avail-
able so this too is a good 
option. Try to drink one 
glass of eggnog during 
the season of joy. Eggnog 
does have some calories 
and fat grams but one 
glass won’t hurt you too 
bad. I don’t recommend 
drinking a gallon. 

If you had turkey and 
ham for Thanksgiving, 
you may have it again for 
Christmas. There is noth-
ing wrong with repeating 
the Thanksgiving meal es-
pecially if it was good. If 
it was bad then you might 
consider something else. 
The only time of the year 
that I eat much turkey or 
country ham is during the 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas seasons. Be careful 
eating too much of that 
smoked Turkey and ham 
because they can be a bit 
salty. You don’t want to 
swell up like a balloon on 
Christmas. 

Christmas should be 
a relaxing time. If you 
believe Santa Claus is 
coming then let him take 
care of the work. Surely, 
he will show up. Just ask 
him to bring dinner when 
he comes. Make sure he 
comes in the front door. I 
don’t know about bring-
ing broccoli casserole 
down the chimney.

If you are putting up 
lights, now is the time to 
do so. You want to have 
time to enjoy the lights 
and the more you string 
together and cover your 
house the more electricity 
you are using.  This is turn 
creates a big electric bill 
but you are keeping the 
paychecks going for the 
utility people. 

The main thing is don’t 
go crazy this Christmas. 
You don’t have to buy 
everything. The stores 
love for you to max out 
your credit cards but you 
won’t love it in February 
and March when you are 
paying it back. Use com-
monsense when it comes 
to the entire season. Eat 

a piece of pie but don’t 
eat the pie. Eat a slice of 
turkey but don’t eat the 
turkey. Decorate if you 
wish but you don’t have 
to spend a week putting 
up lights. They all have 
to come back down you 
know.  Spend only what 
you can afford.   If you 
can’t afford much then 
don’t press yourself to do 
what you cannot do. 

Christmas is the birth-
day of Jesus but we often 
make it a day of bedlam. 
The birth of Jesus was in 
Bethlehem. His parents 
were poor. They had gone 
to an out of the way town 
to pay their taxes. There 
was no place for them to 
sleep. They slept in a barn 
and Jesus was born while 
they were there. Mary laid 
him in a cow’s trough. 
They were poor, tired and 
life was not very easy for 
Mary, Joseph and Jesus. 

Keep in mind that Jesus 
came to save us from our 
sins. He came to give us 
peace.  The Bible calls him 
the Prince of Peace. Most 
people need some peace 

and one way to have more 
peace is to focus on the 
baby of Christmas. Christ 
is comfort and peace. 

You don’t always find 
your peace at church. The 
church isn’t Jesus. If your 
church is stressing you 
out, harping about money 
every Sunday, and pulling 
you in ten different direc-
tions then you might con-
sider taking a step back 
and reevaluating. 

The season of joy is 
here. Don’t depend on 
others to create joy for 
you. Get alone with God 
every day and focus on 
him. You’ll discover a 
peace and a rest that only 
He can provide. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

National Grid recommends home preparations ahead of winter

See WINTER Page 5
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By Adam Swift

Who wouldn’t love a 
classic, embarrassing of-
fice holiday party without 
all of the day-after guilt?

Thanks to BeauTease 
Burlesque’s ScroogeCo. 
Holiday Party, that’s ex-
actly what you’ll be able 
to take part in over the 
next two weekends at 
Chelsea Theatre Works.

The interactive theater 
experience will feature 
food, dancing, drinks, and 
lots of interactive sing-
ing, performing, games, 
and more, all in the best 
(worst?) tradition of holi-
day parties from Scrooge 
to Dwight Shrute and The 
Office.

“We’ve done interac-
tive events before, but not 
for the winter holidays, we 
did a Halloween burlesque 
and haunted house,” said 
the BeauTease Burlesque 
co-founder, impresario, 
and master of ceremonies 
known simply as Scratch. 
“We’ve done many hol-
iday shows before, but 
this is a different take on 
things.”

BeauTease Burlesque 
is the longest running ac-
tive burlesque troupe in 
the Boston area, having 
formed in 2006.

Most of the troupe’s 
shows reflect the glitz, 
glamor, and kaboom of the 
classic burlesque shows of 
the 1940s and 1950s as 
they never quite were, ac-
cording to Scratch.

The ScroogeCo. Hol-
iday Party leans heavier 
on the improv skills of the 
eight performers who will 
be taking part, and was 
also more of a collabora-
tive affair then the more 
scripted burlesque shows 
that Scratch typically pens 
himself.

The audience is fully 
part of the show, which 
Scratch said is influenced 
partly by the long-running 
Donkey Show in Harvard 
Square and by a host of fa-
vorite fictional characters 
indulging in holiday cheer.

“One can expect, in 
the best possible way, the 
cheesiest possible way,” 
said Scratch. “We won’t 
have the photocopier to 
photocopy people’s butts, 
but we are going to have 
ice breakers like can-

dy cane races, which are 
like the old carnival race 
with horses, pin the tail 
on the reindeer, and sing-
ing, dancing, and comedy. 

It’s a party where a show 
breaks out every 15 min-
utes.”

While the performers 
can be expected to break 

into a song or dance at any 
minute, there will also be 
a DJ spinning tunes to add 
to the general merriment 
for everyone.

Performances are 
scheduled for Dec. 2, 3, 

4, 8, 9, and 10 at Chel-
sea Theatre Works at 189 
Winnisimmet St.

Tickets are available on 
the BeauTease Burlesque 
website at www.boston-
beautease.com.

This program can help you:

Better manage
energy use.

Increase comfort
with less drafts.

Improve heating and 
cooling system effi  ciency.

Keep out dust
and allergens.

Chelsea, let us weatherize
your home and wrap it in 

layers of savings.

To get started, schedule your no-cost 
Home Energy Assessment today.
Learn more at masssave.com/northsuff olk
or call 1-866-527-SAVE (7283).

As part of National Grid’s Community First partnership, Chelsea homeowners, renters and 
landlords are eligible to get up to 100% off  approved insulation and no-cost air sealing. 
Think of insulation as a sweater for your home, keeping the air you want in, and air sealing as 
a jacket, keeping dust and allergens out. Insulation and air sealing work together to better 
protect your home from winter and summer weather, saving energy and money all year long.
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o HELP for the full list 
of commands

Additional safety in-
formation may be found 
at https://www.national-
gridus.com/MA-Home/
Storm-Safety/

About National Grid 
About National Grid: Na-
tional Grid (NYSE: NGG) 
is an electricity, natural 
gas, and clean energy 
delivery company serv-
ing more than 20 million 
people through our net-
works in New York and 
Massachusetts. National 
Grid is focused on build-

ing a path to a more af-
fordable, reliable clean 
energy future through our 
fossil-free vision. Nation-
al Grid is transforming 
our electricity and natural 
gas networks with smart-
er, cleaner, and more re-
silient energy solutions to 
meet the goal of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

For more information, 
please visit our website, 
follow us on Twitter, 
watch us on YouTube, like 
us on Facebook and find 
our photos on Instagram

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BEAUTEASE BURLESQUE

Performer Jeannie Martini as Doris Elfinski, food services 
at ScroogeCo HQ, participates in the employee talent 
show.

Elfin go-go dancers entertain the crowd at ScroogeCo 
Holiday Office Party.

Burlesque Troupe gets in holiday spirit at Chelsea Theatre Works

Winter / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

the entire community to 
address the issues of the 
opioid epidemic, the men-
tal health crisis, domestic 
violence, and the harm 
caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“Only by working as a 
team and in unison will 
we be successful,” said 
Houghton. “It takes my 
commitment as chief 
pledging to you that all 
Chelsea police officers are 
community service offi-
cers first,” he said.

Houghton said his po-
licing philosophy calls for 
he and and all his officers 
to be fair, accountable, 
compassionate, and trans-
parent in everything they 
do. He added that he will 
continue to make serving 

the city’s youth a top pri-
ority of the department.

“This is Chelsea’s fu-
ture,” Houghton said. 
“Their safety, wellbe-
ing, and ability to thrive 
should be vital areas of 
focus encompassing the 
entire community. It is im-
perative to make resourc-
es constantly available to 
them.”

The new chief said he 
believes in a policy of 
engagement over enforce-
ment, but said the depart-
ment and city must remain 
diligent, aware, and pre-
pared to address any up-
tick in gang activity and 
youth violence.

There will also be a 
major focus on the neigh-
borhoods of the city, with 

Houghton stating that he 
will recommit officers to 
each neighborhood in the 
city, expanding on the 
successful model of the 
downtown task force. He 
said he will also further 
efforts to increase equity 
and inclusion in the de-
partment.

City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino said he was 
excited to take part in his 
first official swearing in of 
a new police chief in his 
nearly eight years in the 
city.

“I feel it is a reward-
ing moment because we 
are about to elevate and 
promote someone who 
is truly deserving of this 
honor,” said Ambrosino. 
“Chief Houghton was 

appointed to the Chelsea 
Police Department back 
in 1986 and he quickly 
worked his way through 
the ranks, becoming a 
captain in 2002.”

In 2007, Houghton was 
appointed to lead the de-
partment’s criminal in-
vestigation divisions, as 
well as serve as the public 
information officer for the 
department.

“He’s really just had a 
myriad of successful as-
signments for the Chelsea 
Police Department in his 
long career,” said Am-
brosino. “In addition, he is 
academically well versed. 
He has a master’s degree 
from Anna Maria College 
and is a graduate of the 
FBI Academy in Quanti-
co, Virginia.”

Houghton / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Chelsea Police Chief Keith Houghton and Revere Police 
Chief David Callahan congratulate Jessica Iovanna on her 

promotion to Chief Pro-
bation Officer of Chelsea 
District Court.

Andrew and Nancy Io-
vanna, sister, Karla Iovan-
na, and brother, Michael, 
looked on proudly as First 
Justice Matthew Mach-
era administered the oath 
of office to Iovanna, who 
in her esteemed position 
will oversee the Proba-
tion Department at Chel-
sea District Court. Janelle 
Reppucci-O’Brien is the 
court’s Assistant Chief 
Probation Officer.

Assistant Clerk Mag-
istrate Edward O’Neil 
welcomed the assemblage 
to the ceremony, congrat-
ulating Iovanna on her 
well-deserved promotion.

“We are here for a won-
derful occasion, the swear-
ing-in of our new chief 
probation officer, Jessica 
Iovanna,” said O’Neil.

Dr. Carmen Gomez, for-
mer chief probation officer 
at Chelsea District Court, 
said it was “an honor and 
a privilege” to speak at the 
ceremony.

Gomez commended 
Jessica’s parents in her 
remarks. “Thank you 
[Mr. and Mrs. Iovanna], 
because you have raised 
somebody with great eth-
ics, somebody with a big, 
big heart, somebody who 
understands the impor-
tance of this work, and 
somebody who from Day 
1 has shown dedication 
and passion for the people 
we serve,” said Gomez.

Crediting Iovanna’s 
outstanding leadership and 
dedication to her responsi-
bilities, Gomez said, “Jes-
sica has done a lot of work 
to get to this point. I want 
to tell you how much I ap-
preciate to know that I’m 
handing this over to some-
body as capable and as 
committed and dedicated 
as Jessica is.”

Justice Machera, the 
presiding judge of Chel-
sea District Court, also 
congratulated Iovanna on 
her appointment, stating, 
“I make a lot of decisions 
as a judge, but this ended 
up being one of the easiest 
decisions I’ve ever made. 
It’s been a seamless tran-
sition, because everybody 
that knows you [Jessica], 
knows where you heart 
is.”

Machera added that he 
received many positive 
recommendations about 
Iovanna. “They’re too nu-
merous to mention. It was 
a really competitive [can-
didates’ application pro-
cess], but at the end, this 
is your home, this is where 
you belong,” Machera told 
Iovanna.

After receiving her 
oath and being accorded 
a warm, standing ovation 
from the audience, Io-
vanna delivered her first 
speech as the new chief 
probation officer.

“This isn’t overwhelm-
ing at all,” Iovanna began 
wittily. “Thank you all so 
much for taking time out 
of your schedule to come 
be here with me for my 
greatest accomplishment 
of my professional career 
so far. I’m truly honored 
and humbled by all the 
support and encourage-
ment I’ve received from 
everyone.”

Iovanna added, “Today, 
I make a commitment to 
honoring the values and 
the mission of the Massa-
chusetts Trial Court and 
the Massachusetts Proba-
tion Service. I understand 
the position I hold is one 
of public trust and carries 
with it a responsibility that 
isn’t to be taken lightly. I 
will work to ensure that 
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tom digregorio • john digregorio

head mechanic paul florio
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for helping us win The Boston Globe’s Top Places to Work 
for an eighth time. We are proud to be a team that delivers 

compassionate, high-quality care to our community.

Congratulations to the staff of the
East Boston Neighborhood Health Center

Iovanna / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Jessica Iovanna, with 
Chelsea City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino.

Assistant Clerk Magistrate 
Carmen DiRuzza and CPO 
Jessica Iovanna.

CPO Jessica Iovanna and 
Assistant Clerk Magistrate 
Edward O’Neil.

Chelsea Police Chief Keith 
Houghton and CPO Jessica 
Iovanna.

Chief Probation Officer Jessica Iovanna, with her proud 
parents, Andrew Iovanna and Nancy Iovanna, at the Oath 
of Office ceremony.

Chelsea District Court Clerk Magistrate Kevin Murphy,
Chief Probation Officer Jessica Iovanna, Malden District
Court Clerk Magistrate Erica Colombo, and Chelsea District
Court First Justice Matthew Machera.

Chelsea District Court Chief Probation Officer Jessica Iovanna is pictured after the Oath of Office ceremony with her fam-
ily. From left, are James Pettinicchio, Karla Iovanna (sister), Michael Iovanna (brother), William Ferullo (uncle), Marguerite 
Ferullo (aunt), Vincent Cammarata (uncle) DJ Canniff (nephew), Nancy Iovanna (mother), Chief Probation Officer Jessica 
Iovanna, Andrew Iovanna (father), Olivia DeLuca (niece), Karen Dalton (aunt) Justine Petino (cousin), Maureen Waddell 
(aunt), and George Waddell (uncle).

Probation Commissioner 
Edward Dolan and CPO 
Jessica Iovanna.

Assistant Clerk Magistrate 
Jim Dwyer and CPO Jesssica 
Iovanna.

Jessica Iovanna and Andrew
Lauria of the Revere Police
Honor Guard.

Revere Councillor-at-Large 
Dan Rizzo and Chief Proba-
tion Officer Jessica Iovanna.

every individual is not 
only treated with the dig-
nity and respected they de-
serve, but also feels heard 
and valued as a member of 
our community.”

In a heartfelt message 
to her family and friends 
on the momentous occa-
sion, Iovanna offered, “I 
wouldn’t be who or where 
I am today, if it wasn’t for 
your love, support, and 

guidance. Each of you 
have always been there 
for me, through the good 
times and the bad times. I 
have confidence that each 
of you know how much I 
love you, how much I ap-
preciate you, and how spe-
cial you are.

“To Mom and Dad, “I 
don’t know where I would 
be if it wasn’t for you. 
Thank you isn’t enough to 

express my gratitude for 
all that you’ve done, and 
continue to do to ensure 
my success and happiness. 
By example, you have in-
stilled in me the values of 
honesty, integrity, com-
passion, and respect, just 
to name a few.”

A prolonged ovation, 
the second one of what 
was assuredly a most 
memorable day in her suc-

cessful career in the judi-
cial system, accompanied 
Jessica Iovanna, new chief 
probation officer of Chel-
sea District Court, to her 
seat.

The day was emblemat-
ic that dedication, profes-
sionalism, and excellence 
in your job can lead to 
tremendous accomplish-
ments and immense stat-
ure in your field.

Presiding Justice Matthew Machera congratulates Jessica 
Iovanna, the new Chief Probation Officer at Chelsea District 
Court. Also pictured are Probation Regional Supervisor Dr. 
Carmen Gomez and her children, Christopher and Christina 
Torres.
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Special to the Record

It’s a beautiful plaque, 
simply elegant in fact.

But more importantly, 
it’s what the plaque sym-
bolizes, and that is a ded-
icated employee whose 
work is appreciated by an 

outstanding Chelsea orga-
nization.

Mary Ann Pires has 
worked for Chelsea Jew-
ish Lifecare for 60 years in 
numerous positions at all 
three Chelsea locations. 
In 1962, Mary Ann started 
her career at Chelsea Jew-

ish Nursing Home (now 
known as Katzman Fami-
ly Center for Living) as a 
nurse’s aide. She has been 
indispensable ever since.

Today, at age 80, she 
works full time as the 
adored receptionist at 
Cohen Florence Levin 

Estates Assisted Living. 
Her broad smile, bubbly 
personality, and attention 
to detail have made her a 
favorite among both resi-
dents and staff.

In an impressive cere-
mony to celebrate Mary 
Ann’s remarkable mile-
stone, CEO Barry Berman 
presented Mary Ann with 
a plaque as her family 
and co-workers looked on 
proudly.

“For 60 years, Mary 
Ann Pires has dedicated 
her life to caring for the 
residents of the Chelsea 
Jewish organization, and 
we’re just so proud to have 
known her for so many 
years, and we wish her 
continued good health,” 
said Berman.

Mary Ann Pires accept-
ed the honor in typically 
humble fashion, deflect-
ing the spotlight and laud-
ing her fellow employees. 
“The people are absolute-
ly fabulous here,” said 
Mary Ann. “It’s a fabulous 
building and they give 
wonderful care, and Bar-
ry’s been a wonderful ad-
ministrator. He’s the best.”

We’re Hiring!

We will be holding two job 
fairs at our newest PACE sites: 

Tuesday, Sept. 13, 3-6pm  
@ 10 Garofalo Street, Revere

Thursday, Sept. 15, 3-6pm 
@ 795 Broadway, Everett

Scan the QR code to RSVP or 
visit www.careers.ebnhc.org 
to apply and learn about our 
fantastic benefits! If you have 
questions, call: 617-568-4480.

New Pay Rates

Sign-on Bonuses

Full Benefits Package
including:

• Medical and dental
coverage

• Life and disability
insurance

• 401(K) retirement plan

• Educational assistance

• Flexible spending and
transportation accounts

• Paid holidays, vacations,
sick, and personal time

• Free parking

And much more...
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HOME HEALTH AIDES
PERSONAL CARE 

ASSISTANTS
RECREATION ASSISTANTS

DRIVERS
NURSES

PHYSICAL THERAPIST
RECREATION THERAPIST

DIETARY AIDES

Visit us at
careers.ebnhc.org 
 to learn about our  
fantastic benefits!

 If you have questions,  
please call: 617-568-4480.

Kristen Donnelly (left), executive director of Cohen Flor-
ence Levine Estates (left) and Jen Fazekas (right), director 
of marketing, are pictured with Mary Ann Pires, at the 
plaque recognition ceremony in her honor.

Mary Ann Pires dedicated 60 years of her life to serving 
Chelsea Jewish Life Care. Mary Ann is pictured at the 
Plaque recognition ceremony with with CEO Barry and 
Cindy Berman.

Mary Ann Pires unveils the plaque in the main lobby commemorating her 60 years of ser-
vice, while CEO Barry and Cindy Berman and family members applaud her dedication.

Derek Pires and the family proudly present Mary Ann with flowers at the dedication last 
Thursday afternoon.

Mary Ann Pires with CEO Barry Berman and Cindy Berman, family members, Nancy Pires, 
Derek Pires, Guy GiBalski, Kim Yannetty, Lisa Pires, John and Gina Pires with Amanda Pires 
and Kevin Kelliger of Management Assc.
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Mary Ann Pires honored with plaque at Cohen 
Florence Levine Estates for 60 years of employment
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MEET ME 
IN THE CITY

Make merry with your city's 
vibrant and diverse restaurants, 

shops, and events. Explore at 
allinclusivebos.com.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Canned tuna options 
have changed over the 
past few years, so we’ve 
decided to review some of 
your choices in the canned 
fish aisle. Many of us keep 
cans or jars of tuna on 
hand. This pantry-stable 
product is an excellent 
source of protein and can 
add essential nutrients like 
omega-3 fatty acids to 
your diet.

What’s in the 
Can or Jar?

There are several fac-
tors you should consider 
when choosing tuna. Start 
with a bit of label scruti-
ny. First, read the ingredi-
ents. We always like any 
processed food to have as 
few ingredients as possi-
ble. Our favorite canned 
tuna has just two ingre-
dients: Skipjack tuna and 
salt. Other ingredients that 
might be in a can of tuna 
are olive oil, water, vege-
table broth, vegetable oil, 
and soy. 

Two ingredients may 
signify that the tuna was 

only cooked once and 
should contain all the 
original omega-3 fatty 
acids. The government 
requires pressure cooking 
in the container for safe 
preservation. Some brands 
cook the tuna twice, and 
you lose some nutrition 
in the liquid left behind in 
the first round. Our choice 
puts raw tuna in the can 
and cooks it once. The fat 
and liquid in our can are 
all from the tuna. 

We choose Skipjack 
for lower levels of mer-
cury. The Environmental 
Defense Fund explains, 
“There are two main kinds 
of canned tuna: chunk light 
and solid or chunk white 
(albacore). All canned 
white tuna is albacore. Its 
mercury levels are almost 
three times higher than 
the smaller skipjack tuna, 
used in most canned light 
tuna products.”

Finally, other words in-
dicate that the tuna in the 
can is more sustainable 
and better for the environ-
ment. These are “pole or 
line caught,” and “dolphin 
and turtle safe,” “No Nets 

and No Long lines.” You 
may see certification from 
the Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) or choose 
a brand on the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium’s Seafood 
watch list.

Quick Meal Starters
Many tuna brands have 

added packets, cans, or 
jars of tuna with seasoning 
or vegetables to their line-
ups. These can turn a salad 
or a grain bowl into a meal 
in minutes. Since these are 
often single-serving sizes, 
you can try a few and add 
your favorites to your pan-
try. 

At the end of a long day, 
you might reflect on what 
you ate and decide you 
didn’t get enough protein. 
When this happens, we 
grab a can of Freshé Sicil-
ian Caponata or Provence 
Niçoise. You can have it 
with good bread, on top 
of a salad, or mixed with 
grains, legumes, or beans. 
We’ve added a few cans 
of these products to our 
emergency meal stash 
since canned tuna usually 
has an extended best-by 

date. Our current supply 
has a date in 2026.

Zippy Ingredients
Flavored tunas can add 

zip to favorite comfort 
foods like tuna salads, 
tuna noodle casseroles, 
tuna melts, tuna patties, 
pasta al tonno, and salade 
Niçoise. As with any pro-
cessed food, read the nu-
trition and ingredient in-
formation to decide if the 

calorie count, sodium lev-
el, and percentage of sat-
urated fat in these mixes 
are compatible with your 
family’s dietary needs and 
limitations.

As we all learn more to 
take better control of the 
food we eat, decisions re-
quire a bit more research. 
However, once you find a 
few products with flavor, 
nutrition, and sustainabil-
ity standards that meet 

your own, you can keep 
buying them. And, when 
you see something new, 
you’ll have a product that 
any new item will have to 
top to win a spot on your 
shopping list.

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

Fresh and Local

Canned Tuna: 101

For a quick lunch, it took minutes to pull the tab on a can of Sicilian Caponata with tuna 
and arrange it on a bowl of arugula.

Casting and production 
announcements for Bos-
ton Lyric Opera’s (BLO) 
spring 2023 performances 
are being released today, 
including performers in 
BLO’s premiere produc-
tion of Bluebeard’s Castle/
Four Songs in March 2023 
and the New England pre-
miere of Rhiannon Gid-
dens and Michael Abels’ 
new opera, Omar in May 
2023. Public tickets for 
both performances are on 
sale December 1.

BLUEBEARD’S CAS-
TLE/FOUR SONGS

Bass-baritone Ryan 
McKinny stars as the fic-
tional, fairytale character 
Bluebeard in Béla Bartók’s 
one-act psychological 
thriller Bluebeard’s Castle 
that will be paired with the 
dramatic song cycle Four 
Songs (Vier Lieder) by 
composer Alma Mahler 
(wife of Gustav). The 
highly anticipated produc-

tion is directed by Anne 
Bogart, whose 2019 ver-
sion of The Handmaid’s 
Tale for BLO received 
universal acclaim and was 
one of BLO’s best-sell-
ing shows. Naomi Louisa 
O’Connell sings the role 
of Judith, the bride who 
realizes she’s gotten her-
self into a much different 
post-nuptial situation than 
she envisioned. O’Connell 
also performs Mahler’s 
“Four Songs.” BLO Mu-
sic Director David Angus 
conducts. Bluebeard’s 
Castle/Four Songs will 
play March 22-26, 2023 in 
an immersive, multi-genre 
experience that includes 
a salon-like atmosphere, 
dance and more installed 
at The Terminal @ Flynn 
Cruiseport in South Bos-
ton.

OMAR
Tenor Jamez McCorkle 

stars in Omar , the title role 
he premiered at the Spole-

to Festival last spring and 
brought to LA Opera this 
fall. Omar is the story of 
Omar Ibn Said, a promi-
nent scholar of the Islam-
ic faith and many other 
subjects, who was born 
to a wealthy West African 
family. Enslaved in South 
Carolina at 37 years old, 
Ibn Said escaped his first 
place of enslavement and 
headed to North Carolina 
where he lived as a slave 

until his death in 1864. 
His is the only known au-
tobiographical essay writ-
ten in Arabic by a Muslim 
man enslaved in America.

Grammy winner Rhi-
annon Giddens wrote the 
libretto and composed the 
music in partnership with 
film and orchestral com-
poser Michael Abels for 
a production conceived 
by Kaneza Schaal. Clas-
sical Voice San Francisco 

called the production “a 
profoundly moving spec-
tacle,” and lauded Mc-
Corkle’s performance as 
“a career-defining role.” 
Michael Ellis Ingram con-
ducts the BLO Orchestra 
and Chorus.

Additional casting an-
nounced for Omar in-
cludes Cierra Byrd in the 
role of Fatima, Omar’s 
Mother and Daniel Oku-
litch playing the dual roles 
of enslavers James Owen 
/ Johnson. BLO Emerg-
ing Artists (current and 
alumni) in principal roles 
include: Neal Ferreira 
as Auctioneer / Taylor; 
Emma Sorenson as Eliza, 
Little Daughter; Nich-
olas LaGesse as Abdul, 
Omar’s Brother / Abe; 
and Fred C. VanNess Jr. 
as Amadou-Renty. Cath-
erine Daniel plays Katie 
Ellen/The Caller. Omar 
plays May 4-7, 2023 at the 
Emerson Cutler Majestic 

Theater.
Omar is co-commis-

sioned by Spoleto Festi-
val USA, Carolina Per-
forming Arts, L.A. Opera, 
Boston Lyric Opera, Lyr-
ic Opera of Chicago and 
San Francisco Opera. 
It is inspired by Dr. Ala 
Alryyes’s translation of 
Omar Ibn Said’s autobiog-
raphy in his book A Mus-
lim American Slave: The 
Life of Omar Ibn Said.

TICKETS ON SALE
Individual tickets for 

BLO’s Spring 2023 per-
formances of Bluebeard’s 
Castle/Four Songs and 
Omar are on sale Decem-
ber 1. Two-show subscrip-
tions, also available now, 
offer a 10% discount over 
individual tickets.

Subscriptions and indi-
vidual tickets can be pur-
chased online at blo.org, 
by phone at 617.542.6772 
or by email at boxoffice@
blo.org.

Boston Lyric Opera’s 2022-23 mid-season casting and ticket announcement

LEIGH WEBBER PHOTO

Jamez McCorkle.
JIYANG CHEN PHOTO

Ryan McKinny.

On November 3, the 
Chelsea Kiwanis Club and 
family members met at 
El Potro Mexican Bar & 
Grill in Chelsea to install 
its officers and directors 
for the new Kiwanis year, 
which runs from October 
1, 2022 to September 30, 
2023.  John Mattuchio of 
the Everett Kiwanis Club 
is the Lt. Governor for 
Division 12 of the New 
England & Bermuda Dis-
trict of Kiwanis and per-
formed the installations.  
Rich Cuthie, Joe Carreiro, 
and Cassandra Thomp-
son will reprise their roles 
as President, Treasurer, 

and Secretary, respec-
tively.  Elaine Monge is 
Vice-President with Car-
olyn Boumila-Vega and 
Veronica Dyer-Medina as 
Directors.

In addition to installing 
the officers and directors, 
Roy Avellaneda was in-
stalled as a new member 
with his sponsor, Elaine 
Monge, pinning his la-
pel.  Other members were 
honored for their years of 
service as Kiwanis, with 
belated awards being giv-
en that the pandemic had 
postponed.  Elaine Monge 
and Renee Caso received 
pins and certificates for 

10 years of Kiwanis ser-
vice, while Tom Sperop-
olous was honored for his 
more than 35 years as a 
Kiwanian.  Additionally, 
Joe Carreiro and Veroni-
ca Dyer-Medina received 
Distinguished Service 
Commendations for going 
above and beyond in their 
support of the Chelsea Ki-
wanis Club over the past 
year.

The red blazers worn 
by Kiwanians represent 
each $1,000 raised by the 
Chelsea club for the Ki-
wanis Foundation of New 
England which addresses 
pediatric trauma in New 

England and other worth-
while causes everywhere.

The Chelsea Kiwanis 
Club is one of thousands 
of Kiwanis clubs around 
the world.  Its members 
are just some of the hun-
dreds of thousands of Ki-
wanians globally who are 
dedicated to improving 
the world, one child and 
one community at a time.  
If you would like more in-
formation about the Chel-
sea Kiwanis Club, please 
get in touch at chelseaki-
wanisclub@gmail.com.

Seated (left to right):  Roy Avellaneda, John Chirichiello (past Lt. Governor), and Tom Speropolous.  Standing (left to right) 
Joe Carreiro (Treasurer), Alex Christmas, Elaine Monge (Vice-President), Lt. Governor John Mattuchio, Cassandra Thomp-
son (Secretary), Renee Caso, Tricia Monkiewicz-Williams, Veronica Dyer-Medina, and Rich Cuthie.

CHELSEA KIWANIS INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
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A lifelong resident of 
Chelsea, Karen M. Stahl, 
67, passed away unex-
pectedly in her home on 
Saturday, December 3.   

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, she was the be-
loved daughter of the 
late Dean S. and Stella A. 
(Richard) Stahl.  Karen 
attended local schools and 
graduated from Chelsea 
High School in 1973.  She 
also attended MassBay 
Community College and 
received a certificate in 
healthcare sciences.  Kar-
en retired from the Chel-
sea Soldiers Home where 
she worked as a Medical 
Transcriptionist for twen-
ty years. 

She is survived by her 
aunt, Elsie Fenby of Flor-
ida and her life caregivers 
and supporters, Patricia 
Frank of Tewksbury and 
Thomas Caron of Wake-
field.  She is also survived 
by many loving cousins, 
extended family members 

and friends.
Relatives and friends 

are most kindly invited 
to gather at the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea on Friday, 
December 9 from 9 to 
10 a.m. immediately fol-
lowed by services in the 
funeral home at 10 a.m. 
Services will conclude 
with interment at Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Everett. 

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Karen’s 
name may be made to the 
Northeast Animal Shelter, 
347 Highland Ave., Salem 
MA 01970.

Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home.  

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 

www.WelshFH.com.

Manuel Vicente Gonza-
lez Doran passed   away   
suddenly   in   his   home   
on   Friday, December 2.  

Born and raised in San 
Felipito, Apastepéque, El   
Salvador, a   beloved   son   
of  the   late   Ezequiel 
Gonzalez Molina and Vic-
toria Gonzalez, Manuel 
worked as a landscaper 
for several local compa-
nies.

He   is   survived   by   
family   and   friends   in   
Chelsea   and   El Salva-
dor. 

Visiting hours will be 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea today, 
Thursday, December 8 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Relatives 
and friends are most kind-
ly invited to attend.  Man-
uel will be placed to rest 

in Apastepéque El Salva-
dor at a later date.

Arrangements were 
given to the care of the 
Welsh Funeral Home. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 

www.WelshFH.com

To place a  memoriam in the 
Chelsea Record please call 

781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

Phyllis (Gosciniak) 
Neri, 89, entered into eter-
nal life on December 2. 

Born and raised in Re-
vere, Phyllis led a full life, 
leaving behind an adoring 
family: sons: Raymond 
Neri, Jr. and his wife, 
Rosemarie of Saugus and 
Edward Neri and his wife, 
Nancy of Peabody; grand-
children: Michelle Caron 
and her husband, Jason, 
Brian Neri, and Chris-
topher Neri, all of Sau-
gus; great-grandchildren: 
Kailee, Madison, Emma, 
Mackenzie, Jason Jr. and 
Lily Caron, all of Saugus; 
great-great-grandchil-
dren: Liam and Knox Mc-
Lellan and Mason Gillis, 
all of Saugus and many 
additional nieces, neph-
ews and friends. 

Phyllis lost her loving 
and dedicated husband of 
66 years, Raymond Neri, 
Sr., of Chelsea, the previ-
ous year. 

As the youngest of sev-
en and the last surviving 
sibling, Phyllis was pre-
deceased by her parents 
Stanislaw and Victoria 
(Kaczmarek) Gosciniak 
and siblings: Chester, 
Carl, Edward and Walter 
Goscinak, Stella O’Brien, 
Irene Payne and Sophie 
Kozen. 

While spending her 
years as a homemaker, 
Phyllis hand-made count-
less cherished gifts for 
her family through her 
passion for knitting and 
rug-hooking. In addition 
to enjoying classic Nin-
tendo video games (no-

tably excelling at Tetris 
and Arkanoid), Phyllis 
enjoyed drives with her 
husband, Raymond to 
play games of chance at 
various casinos. 

At the request of her 
family, services were held 
privately on Tuesday, De-
cember 6. Family mem-
bers would like to express 
heartfelt thanks to friends 
and the Katzman House of 
Chelsea, for all their care, 
compassion and support. 

Phyllis will be fondly 
remembered for her pride 
in her Polish heritage. Me-
morial contributions in her 
name may be made to the 
charity of your choice. In 
closing, her family kindly 
asks that you always re-
member to say “please” 
and “thank you” and hug 
your loved ones. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the Ca-
rafa Family Funeral Home 
in Chelsea.  We encour-
age family and friends to 
visit www.carafafuneral-
home.com to offer condo-
lences by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card.

Phyllis Neri
Affectionately known as “Mema”

Karen Stahl
Retired Chelsea Soliders Home Medical 

Transcriptionist

Manuel Vicente  
Gonzalez Doran

Landscaper

Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts kicks-off 
the 2023 Girl Scout Cook-
ie season as Girl Scouts 
and their troops rally the 
community to support the 
world’s largest entrepre-
neurial program for girls. 
The annual cookie pro-
gram will run through Fri-
day, March 10th.  

Consumers can support 
their local Girl Scouts by 
purchasing their favor-
ite varieties including 
Thin Mints®, Caramel 
deLites®, Peanut Butter 
Patties®, Adventurefuls™, 
Peanut Butter Sandwich, 
Lemonades™, Trefoil®, 
Caramel Chocolate Chip 
Cookie (gluten-free and 
peanut-free) and Toast-
Yay!™. 

In addition to every-
one’s quintessential favor-
ites, Girl Scouts has a new, 
online exclusive cookie, 
Raspberry Rally, which is a 
thin crispy cookie infused 
with raspberry flavor and 
dipped in the same deli-
cious chocolaty coating 
as the beloved Thin Mints 
cookies. This new cookie 
will be the first in the Girl 
Scout Cookie lineup to be 
exclusively offered for on-
line sale and direct ship-

ment only, enhancing girls’ 
e-commerce sales and en-
trepreneurial skills.

“The Girl Scouts Cook-
ie Program is iconic in 
developing future women 
entrepreneurs. I have heard 
many times from women 
that their first experience 
in sales was through Girl 
Scouts,” stated Girl Scouts 
of Eastern Massachusetts 
CEO Barbara Fortier. “As 
we enter what I think is the 
greatest time of year, I en-
courage people to remem-
ber that when you are pur-
chasing a box of cookies, 
they are not only delicious 
but you are supporting a 
future entrepreneur.”

The Girl Scout Cookie 
Program is the world’s larg-
est entrepreneurial program 
for girls. Girl Scouts’ newly 
updated Financial Literacy 
badges offer entrepreneur-
ial playbooks for every 
age level. From the Cookie 
Goal Setter badge earned 
as a Daisy to the Entrepre-
neur Accelerator for girls in 
high school, the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program teaches 
girls financial literacy, plan-
ning, budgeting, teamwork, 
innovative thinking, and 
confident decision making. 

Girl Scout Cookies are 

$5 per package. There are 
many ways to support the 
Girl Scout Cookie program 
this season: 

• If you don’t know a 
Girl Scout, visit gsema.
org/buycookies to find a 
cookie booth (pop-up shop) 
near you to purchase cook-
ies from a local Girl Scout 
troop, or to connect with a 
local troop’s online cookie 
shop to purchase cookies 
for a donation or shipment.

• If you know a registered 
Girl Scout, reach out to 
them to find out how they’re 
selling cookies. 

• Customers can make a 
purchase in-person or on-
line and designate their pur-
chase for donation to Cook-
ies for a Cause to benefit 
first responders and health-
care professionals, the mil-
itary and veterans’ services 
organizations, local food 
pantries, and more.

• Visit www.gsema.org 
to have Girl Scout cookies 
shipped directly to your 
door. GSEMA will cover 
50% of customers’ shipping 
costs for all online Direct 
Ship orders of nine packag-
es or more from February 1 
– March 10. 

Girls in grades K–12 can 
join Girl Scouts any time 

during the year to begin 
their Girl Scout journey. As 
girls grow with Girl Scouts, 
they learn hands-on lead-
ership skills they’ll use to 
make their mark through the 
Gold Award and beyond. To 
join or volunteer, visit www.
gsema.org. 

For more information 
on Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts, please visit 
www.gsema.org, or follow 
their social media channels, 
Instagram, Facebook, and 
LinkedIn, for the latest up-
dates on the organization.

Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts (GSEMA) is 
30,000 strong, with 20,000 
girls and 10,000 volunteers 
in 178 communities in east-
ern Massachusetts, building 
girl scouts of courage, con-
fidence, and character, who 
make the world a better 
place. GSEMA is the largest 
girl serving organization in 
Massachusetts and the 10th 
largest Girl Scout council 
in the United States. Girl 
Scouts is the preeminent 
leadership development or-
ganization for girls. To vol-
unteer, reconnect, donate, 
join, or learn more, visit 
gsema.org.

Girl Scouts in eastern Mass. are now selling Girl Scout Cookies

Boston’s 14-game his-
tory-making home ice win 
streak is over, following the 
Bruins’ 4-3 shootout loss 
to former Bs head coach 
Bruce Cassidy and his Ve-
gas Golden Knights on 
Monday. The locals man-
aged to come back from a 
3-0 deficit to tie the game 
and advance to a shootout, 
while displaying the con-
fidence and character that 
has them presently in sec-
ond place overall in the 
National Hockey League 
standings. Second only to 
the Metropolitan Division 
leading New Jersey Dev-
ils who lead by two points 
(43-41), having played two 
more games than the Bru-
ins (26-24). To be noted 
is the fact that the Dev-
ils have 21 wins – Bruins 
20, but in percentage-wise 
wins, Boston has the better 
numbers (.854 compared to 
New Jersey’s .827). Both 
teams are playing well, as 
each presently show a re-
cord of 8-1-1 for their last 
ten games.

There was plenty of 
emotion involved for the 
Bruins, having to face Cas-
sidy, their recently deposed 

head coach, and also for 
Cassidy, having to come to 
Boston, be in the visitor’s 
dressing room, and what 
was probably a long walk 
for Bruce…to the visitor’s 
bench. While he was prob-
ably not happy to see his 
Knights blow a three-goal 
lead, he had to be elated 
that his team left Boston 
with the two points, cour-
tesy of former Bruin Reil-
ly Smith’s game-winning 
overtime goal.

All that is history, as 
the Bruins headed out on 
the road for a three-game 
road trip that began last 
night (Wednesday), with 
the locals being hosted 
by the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Colorado 
Avalanche. Coming into 
that game, Colorado was 
playing mediocre hockey 
(5-5-0 last 10 games), and 
probably still feeling the 
effects of last Saturday’s 
5-1 pounding by Boston on 
TD Garden ice. Colorado 
was expected to be miss-
ing their superstar forward 
Nathan McKinnon due 
to an injury suffered on 
Monday. McKinnon who 
leads the Avalanche with 

34 points, is expected to 
be out several weeks due 
to an upper-body injury. 
The Bruins have played 
well on the road, having 
posted six wins in their 
nine road games coming 
into Wednesday’s contest. 
Friday night (9:30pm) will 
have the Arizona Coyotes 
providing the opposition. 
At press time Arizona has 
only seven wins in their 
first 23 games, playing 
at a snail’s pace of 1-6-3 
for their last ten games. 
They are currently tied for 
last place in the Central 
Division with the Chica-
go Blackhawks. Things 
should turn very interest-
ing, very quickly, as Sun-
day night’s game (8:00pm) 
will be a ‘revenge’ match, 
as the Bruins will take their 
talents to Vegas, to face 
Cassidy’s Vegas Golden 
Knights, for the second 
time in less than a week. 
Following their three-game 
road trip, Boston returns 
to TD Garden ice for the 
next five games, to begin 
a home stand that will in-
clude visits from the New 
York Islanders (Tuesday at 
7:00pm), and the Los An-

geles Kings (Thursday at 
7:00pm). Rounding out the 
home stand will be stops in 
Boston from the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, Florida Pan-
thers, and the Winnipeg 
Jets.

David Pastrnak contin-
ues to lead the Bruins in 
scoring with 35 points in 
24 games, including 17 
goals and 18 assists. The 
balanced scoring which 
has helped the offense im-
mensely, shows 11 players, 
who as of Wednesday night 
had double-digit points 
to show. Also, strength in 
goal with Linus Ullmark 
stats showing an impres-
sive record of 14-1-0-0, 
a goals-against-average 
of 1.93 – and a .936 save 
percentage. Jeremy Sway-
man has also contributed 
with the workload, posting 
numbers of 5-2-0-1, 2.63 
goals-against, plus a .899 
save percentage. Boston 
fans will be looking for-
ward to the team returning 
home to possibly see the 
locals start another home 
ice winning streak.

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins on the road again
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU22P0892EA
Estate of:
Duyen Ngoc
Nguyen
Date of Death:
December 30, 2020
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Thu Thi Nguy-
en of Chelsea, MA
Thu Thi Nguyen of 
Chelsea, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 
serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

12/08/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

INVITATION FOR BIDS
ELECTRICAL SERVICES - 

CITY
The City of Chelsea 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids to provide all labor, 
material, tools, equip-
ment, transportation and 
supervision necessary to 
accomplish all electrical 
installation, repair and 
replacement services at 
all municipal structures 
and grounds for the City 
of Chelsea.
Invitation for Bid doc-
uments are available 
on or after December 
5, 2022 by contacting 
Dragica Ivanis, Chief 
Procurement Officer at 
divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website https://
www.chelseama.gov/de-
partments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.   
Bids must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
– CITY” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer, City 
Hall, Room 204, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts no later 
than 11:00 AM on Janu-
ary 5, 2023.
Each bid must be accom-
panied by a certified 
check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond 
duly executed by the 
bidder as principal and 
having as surety thereon 
a surety company ap-

proved by the City, all in 
the amount of 5% of the 
bid payable to the “City 
of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any bid, to reject any 
or all bids and to waive 
minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This invitation for bid is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 149.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer  

12/8/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU22P2630EA
Estate of:
Geraldine Dubie
Date of Death:
03/09/2022
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative 
has been filed by Mark 
Hudson of Saugus, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Mark Hudson of 
Saugus, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
01/04/2023.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 

Court.
Date: November 23, 
2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

12/08/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 
This Public Hearing 
Notice is available in 
alternative languages 
(Español -- Tieng Viet -- 
Chinese -- Kreyòl Ayisy-
en -- Português -- Khmer) 
on MassDEP’s website 
at: https://www.mass.
gov/service-details/
massdep-public-hear-
ings-comment-opportu-
nities 
Pursuant to MGL c. 91, 
s. 18, the Massachu-
setts Department of 
Environmental Protec-
tion is proposing regu-
latory amendments to 
310 CMR 9.00. These 
amendments would add 
to the list of MassDEP 
“Approved Municipal 
Harbor Plans” (MHP) at 
310 CMR 9.57, including 
the substitute provisions 
stipulated in the Chelsea 
Municipal Harbor Plan 
and Designated Port 
Area Master Plan, April 
1, 2022.  These proposed 
amendments build upon 
the final regulations that 
established 310 CMR 
9.57, which incorporated 
16 previously approved 
MHPs, that were filed 
with the Secretary of 
State on November 10, 
2022. The proposed 
regulatory text and back-
ground documents are 
available with a copy of 
this Public Hearing Notice 
on MassDEP’s website at: 
https://www.mass.gov/
service-details/mass-
dep-public-hearings-com-
ment-opportunities 
MassDEP will hold two 
public hearings under 
the provisions of M.G.L. 
c. 30A on the following 
dates to receive com-
ments on the proposed 
changes. The hearings 
will be conducted virtual-
ly via Zoom and advance 
registration is required. 
After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation 
email with information 
needed to join the meet-
ing from your computer, 
tablet, or smartphone 
or to dial in using your 
phone.
Thursday, January 5, 
2023 1:00 PM
Please click on the link 
below to register in 
advance for this meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/
tZUqf-GorTkvEtDyLkW-
5mgfOq8lBRhfnHVuG 
Thursday, January 5, 
2023 6:00 PM
Please click on the link 
below to register in 
advance for this meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/
tZIpfuysqDIuEt2J-Jh9i-
38Hh31mK1QnRouw 
Testimony may be 
presented orally at the 
public hearing. Written 
comments will be accept-
ed through January 16, 
2023.  The Department 
encourages electronic 
submission by email to 
DEP.Waterways@mass.
gov; please include 
Waterways -Chelsea MHP 
Comments in the subject 
line. In lieu of electronic 
submittal, written com-
ments may be mailed 
to MassDEP-BWR, Wa-
terways Program, Attn: 
Waterways -Chelsea MHP 
Comments, 100 Cam-
bridge Street, Suite 900, 
Boston, MA 02114.  
For special accommoda-
tions for these hearings, 
please call the MassDEP 
Diversity Office at 617-
292-5751. TTY# MassRe-
lay Service 1-800-439-

2370. This information 
is available in alternate 
format upon request.  
MassDEP provides lan-
guage access interpret-
er/translation services to 
limited English proficient 
individuals free of 
charge. If you need an 
interpreter to participate 
in this meeting, trans-
lation services can be 
found at the following 
link: https://www.
mass.gov/info-details/
massdep-language-trans-
lation-assistance.   
By Order of the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection  
Martin Suuberg  
Commissioner 

12/8/22
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LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT
Docket Number: 
22 SM 003551

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:

John A. Mongiello, Jr.
and to all persons 
entitled to the benefit of 
the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50
§3901 (et seq.:)
U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of 
the Chalet Series IV Trust
claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage 
covering real property in 
Chelsea, 77 Pearl Street, 
Unit 2, 77 Pearl Street 
Condominium, given by 
John A. Mongiello, Jr. 
to Household Finance 
Corporation II, dated 
October 19, 2005, and 
filed with the Suffolk 
County Registry District 
of the Land Court as 
Document No. 710187, 
as noted on Certificate of 
Title No. C157-10, has/
have filed with this court 
a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemem-
bers status.
If you now are, or re-
cently have been, in the 
active military service 
of the United States of 
America, then you may 
be entitled to the benefits 
of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure 
of the above-mentioned 
property on that basis, 
then you or your attor-
ney must file a written 
appearance and answer 
in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before  1/9/2023 
or you may lose the 
opportunity to
challenge the foreclosure 
on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, 
Chief Justice of this Court 
on 11/22/2022
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder

12/8/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in 
execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given 
by Valerie Sutherland 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, 
Inc., as mortgagee, act-
ing solely as a nominee 
for Fremont Investment 
& Loan, dated November 
26, 2003 and recorded in 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 33392, 
Page 35 (the “Mort-
gage”) of which mort-
gage HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2004-

A, Mortgage-Backed 
Certificates, Series 
2004-A is the present 
holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
(MERS), as nominee for 
Fremont Investment & 
Loan to HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2004-A, 
Mortgage-Backed Cer-
tificates, Series 2004-A 
dated May 7, 2012 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 49648, 
Page 85, for breach of 
conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same, 
the mortgaged premises 
located at 250 Congress 
Avenue, Unit No. 38, 
of the Willow Park 
Condominiums, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 will be sold 
at a Public Auction at 
11:00 AM on December 
20, 2022, at the mort-
gaged premises, more 
particularly described 
below, all and singular 
the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
The Unit described as 
#38 in the Willow Park 
Condominium, City 
of Chelsea, County of 
Suffolk, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, created 
by Master Deed dated 
February 25, 1987, and 
recorded with Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 13436, Page 
318, as the same may be 
amended from time to 
time, in accordance with 
the provisions of M.G.L 
c. 183A 
This UNIT contains the 
AREA of 1,558 Square 
feet and is laid out as 
shown on the plans 
recorded with said 
Master Deed and to 
which is affixed a verified 
statement in the form 
provided for in M.G.L. 
Chapter 183A. Section 
9, and a plan recorded 
with the first deed to this 
UNIT.  
The UNIT is conveyed to-
gether with the PERCENT-
AGE INTEREST of 2.128% 
(a) in the common areas 
and facilities of the Con-
dominium, as described 
in the Master Deed, as 
amended, and (b) in the 
Willow Park Condomini-
um Trust, recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13437 Page 001.  
The UNIT is be used only 
for residential purposes 
and uses accessory 
thereto permitted from 
time to time as stated in 
the Master Deed and in 
the zoning code of the 
City of Chelsea, and the 
common areas and facili-
ties shall not be used for 
any purpose inconsistent 
therewith and those 
premises shall be used 
for no other purpose, ex-
cept as maybe expressly 
permitted by the trustees 
in accordance with the 
provisions of the Willow 
Park Condominium Trust.  
GRANTEE acquires the 
UNIT with the benefit 
of, and subject to the 
provisions of M.G.L c. 
183A, relating to condo-
miniums, as that statue 
is written as of the date 
hereof, the Master Deed 
and Condominium Trust 
referred to above and 
any by-laws and rules 
and regulations from 
time to time adopted 
thereunder, and to all 
matters of record stated 
or referred to in the Mas-
ter Deed as completely 
as if each were fully set 
forth herein, and subject 
to real estate taxes 
attributable to the UNIT 
which are not yet due 
and payable.  The Unit is 
further subject to ease-
ments, conditions, re-
strictions and obligations 
of record insofar as the 
same are now in force 

and effect and subject 
to the terms, conditions 
and restrictions set forth 
in Unit Deed dated April 
27, 1988 and recorded 
with said Deeds in Book 
14648, Page 314.  
GRANTEE also acquires 
with said UNIT as ease-
ment for exclusive use of 
parking spaces number 
31 shown on the site plan 
referred to in Section 
4 of the Master Deeds.  
GRANTEE acquires said 
exclusive easement in 
accordance with Section 
5.1 of the Master Deed.
For mortgagor’s title see 
deed recorded with the 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 33392, 
Page 33.
The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all 
unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments 
and liens, and subject 
to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbranc-
es of record entitled to 
precedence over this 
mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restric-
tions, reservations and 
conditions of record and 
subject to all tenancies 
and/or rights of parties 
in possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Ca-
shier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be 
shown at the time and 
place of the sale in order 
to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) 
are exempt from this 
requirement); high 
bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale 
upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase 
price payable by certified 
check in thirty (30) days 
from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mort-
gagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be 
designated by mortgag-
ee.  The description for 
the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of 
a typographical error in 
this publication.
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
HSBC Bank USA, National 
Association, as Trustee 
for Fremont Home Loan 
Trust 2004-A, Mort-
gage-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2004-A
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Sutherland, Valerie, 
13-010726

11/23/22, 12/01/22, 
12/08/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

Valuation Services for 
FY2024-2026 Residen-
tial, Commercial and 
Industrial
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking Re-
quest for Proposals for 
“Valuation Services for 
FY2024-2026 Residential, 
Commercial and Indus-
trial”.  
Request for Proposals 
will be available on or af-
ter December 8, 2022 by 
contacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at https://
www.chelseama.gov/de-
partments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-

tations.php. 
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Valuation Services for 
FY2024-2026 Residential, 
Commercial and Indus-
trial” and submitted to 
the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no 
later than 11:00AM on 
Monday, December 22, 
2022.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis 
Chief Procurement Offi-
cer 

12/8/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
 Public Hearing:

Tobacco Sale
Violation

The Chelsea Board of 
Health will hold an 
in-person public hearing 
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2022 at 
The Williams School 
Building located at 180 
Walnut Street, Chelsea, 
MA, to consider fines 
and permit revocation 
for the following tobacco 
permittee for allegedly 
selling tobacco products 
without a tobacco sales 
permit: Johnny’s Market 
III. To share comments 
please e-mail famaya@
chelseama.gov

12/1/22, 12/8/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for 
Appointment of
Guardian of a 
Minor
Docket No.
SU22P0487GD
Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
In the interests
Of: Yamaira Shuneth
Brea
Of:Chelsea, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES
A hearing on a Petition 
for Appointment of 
Guardian of a Minor 
filed on 03/15/2022 
by Vilma Mejia Erazo of 
Chelsea, MA will be held 
02/16/2023 9:00 AM 
Review hearing. Located 
at Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court, 24 New 
Chardon Street, 3rd. 
Floor, Boston MA 02124.
You may respond by 
filing a written response 
to the Petition or by ap-
pearing in person at the 
hearing. If you choose to 
file a written response, 
you need to:
File the original with the 
Court; and
Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before 
the hearing.
The minor (or an adult 
on behalf of the minor) 
has the right to request 
that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding 
you have a right to 

be represented by an 
attorney. If you want 
an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and 
if you give proof that you 
are indigent, an attorney 
will be assigned to you. 
Your request for an 
attorney should be made 
immediately by filling 
out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the applica-
tion form in person or by 
mail at the court location 
where your case is going 
to be heard.
A minor over age 14 has 
the right to be present 
at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is 
not in the minor’s best 
interests.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: 
An important court pro-
ceeding that may affect 
your rights has been 
scheduled. If you do not 
understand this notice 
or other court papers, 
please contact an attor-
ney for legal advice.
Date: November 22, 
2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

12/08/22
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LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CPS – PLUMBING 
S ERVICES

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “CPS – 
Plumbing Services”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
December 08, 2022 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “CPS – 
Plumbing Services” and 
submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement.  
General Bids will be 
received until December 
22, 2022 and publicly 
opened, forthwith online. 
Filed bidders must be 
DCAMM certified for the 
trades listed below and 
bidders must include a 
current DCAMM Sub-Bid-
der Certificate of Eligibil-
ity and a signed DCAMM 
Update Statement.  
TRADES 
Plumbing
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
149.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

12/8/22
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LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CPS – ELEVATOR 
SERVICES

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “CPS – 

Elevator Services”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
December 08, 2022 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “CPS – 
Elevator Services” and 
submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement.  
General Bids will be 
received until December 
22, 2022 and publicly 
opened, forthwith online. 
Filed bidders must be 
DCAMM certified for the 
trades listed below and 
bidders must include a 
current DCAMM Sub-Bid-
der Certificate of Eligibil-
ity and a signed DCAMM 
Update Statement.  
TRADES 
Elevator
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
149.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

12/8/22
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LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

CPS – ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “CPS – 
Electrical Services”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
December 08, 2022 
by visiting the City’s 
website at https://www.
chelseama.gov/depart-
ments/purchasing/
current_bids___solici-
tations.php.
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “CPS – 
Electrical Services” and 
submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement.  
General Bids will be 
received until December 
22, 2022 and publicly 
opened, forthwith online. 
Filed bidders must be 
DCAMM certified for the 
trades listed below and 
bidders must include a 
current DCAMM Sub-Bid-
der Certificate of Eligibil-
ity and a signed DCAMM 
Update Statement.  
TRADES 
Electrical
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
149.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

12/8/22
C

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

CONCERNS 
EXPRESSED 
ABOUT  NEW 
DEVELOPMENT

EAST BOSTON - Res-
idents still have concerns 
about parking and safety 
regarding the proposed 
9 McKay Place develop-
ment as project represen-
tatives provided updated 
plans at the Gove Street 
Citizens Association 
(GSCA) meeting on Mon-
day, Nov. 28. 

The proposed devel-
opment, comprised of 
five stories and 41 units, 
was initially presented to 
the GSCA in February of 
2021 and since then has 
seen some updates. 

One of the most signif-
icant updates comes from 
a partnership with a popu-
lar East Boston non-profit 
organization. The proj-
ect would commit 1,200 
square feet of the ground 
floor for Eastie Farm. 

“We don’t really have 

indoor space. We kind 
of walk around with our 
laptops looking for a café 
or somewhere to sit and 
have our meetings – but 
it would be nice to have 
some indoor space which 
is offered here, so we ap-
preciate that,” said Eastie 
Farm Director Kannan 
Thiruvengadam. 

Not only would this 
partnership benefit the 
non-profit, but it could 
also benefit the commu-
nity as a whole, as Eastie 

Farm would have more 
space to store food that it 
gives out and be an area 
to teach residents about 
cooking and more. 

Other updates include 
increasing parking spaces 
from 27 spaces to 36 as 
well as kicking back the 
fifth story of the building 
to alleviate the building’s 
sense of size. Maneuver-
ing the fifth story also al-
lows room for a rooftop 
garden patio. 

Although some who 

attended the GSCA meet-
ing praised aspects of the 
project, some still main-
tained that parking is a 
huge issue. 

Citing the addition of 
cars as more units come to 
areas like Cottage Street, 
Kaitlin Andryauskas ex-
plained that there are just 
not enough parking spots, 
especially if this project 
were to be approved. 

She also mentioned it 
is a safety issue saying, 
“When I come home late 

at night, it starts getting 
unsafe when I have to 
park this far away from 
my house.” 

“I love the design, I 
love the partnership with 
Eastie Farm, but it’s get-
ting to the point – it’s real-
ly problematic – the park-
ing,” said Andryauskas. 

Alexandra Zuluaga also 
expressed her frustration 
explaining that her father 
needs to search for almost 

See REGION  Page 11
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an hour nightly to find 
parking in the area.

“Honestly, I know that 
you increased the amount 
of parking spots by 30% – 
good job – for me, I mean, 
the minimum is a one-to-
one ratio at this point. I 
mean, there’s just no place 
else,” said Zuluaga. 

While parking is un-
doubtedly a significant 
issue, safety is another, 
considering the Donald 
McKay School is a direct 
abutter to the proposed de-
velopment. 

Jason Meland, the 
school’s principal, out-
lined his concerns ex-
plaining that 90% of stu-
dents live within one mile 
of the school, meaning 
many kids and their fam-
ilies walk to school. 

Meland voiced that he 
wanted to hear plans for 
minimizing traffic disrup-
tion during potential con-
struction in a high-traffic 
area with kids making 
their way to and from 
school. 

He also mentioned ap-
prehensions about dust 
production during con-
struction as students spend 
a lot of time outside in a 
recess yard right behind 
the job site. 

“As the school princi-
pal, my primary respon-
sibility is the safety of 
our school, our students, 
and their families,” said 
Meland. 

Susan Huang, the Di-
rector of Operations at the 
Donald McKay School, 
echoed Meland’s senti-
ment saying, “I do think 
the size and scope of the 
project raises safety con-
cerns for our students and 
families, and I just hope 
that the developers will 
take these points into con-
sideration.”

Overall, the project 
seems to have made some 
moves to quell concerns, 
but it is clear that residents 
are still worried about the 
issues it could cause. 

However, Armindo 
Goncalves, who present-
ed the updated plans, took 
all the feedback Monday 
and emphasized that this 
meeting is only the begin-
ning of a community dis-
cussion. 

“This is the beginning 
of a discussion and so let’s 
start that today, and hope-
fully, we’ll come up with 
something again we can 
all be proud of,” said Gon-
calves. 

The Boston Planning 
and Development Agency 
(BPDA) will hold a virtu-
al public meeting to field 
more comments on the 
project Wednesday, Dec. 
7, at 6 p.m. Further, the 
public comment period is 
open until Friday, Dec. 16. 

To leave public com-
ments and register for the 
upcoming public meet-
ing, residents can visit 
https://www.bostonplans.
org/projects/develop-
ment-projects/9-mck-
ay-place.

COUNCIL 
REMEMBERS 
RICHARD SASSO

EVERETT - The Ever-
ett City Council honored 
the late Richard Sasso 
with a moment of silence 
at Monday’s Council 
meeting.

Mr. Sasso, who owned 
and operated the 8/10 
Bar and Grille on Nor-

wood Street for the past 
16 years, died on Nov. 25.  
He was 62 years old.

“He was a wonder-
ful man,” said Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky. “Ev-
erybody knows what a 
great restaurant it is, with 
great food and great em-
ployees. And he was one 
nice guy.”

Matewsky said that 
Mr. Sasso worked hard to 
build a successful business 
in Everett. “He opened a 
business here. He bought 
the building after opening 
the restaurant. His father, 
Attorney Joseph Sasso, is 
a former alderman in this 
city.”

Councilor Al Lattanzi 
recalled his strong friend-
ship with Richard Sasso.

“Richie and I were great 
friends – the last couple of 
years we got even closer 
when he had some issues 
with his health,” said Lat-
tanzi. “I used to call him 
all the time and check on 
him. My wife told me on 
Saturday morning that he 
had passed. I was in shock. 
Tears came to my eyes. He 
was such a nice guy. I’m 
going to miss him a lot. 
His dad and his mother are 
great people. I’ve been to 
their house.

“Richie had that won-
derful restaurant on Nor-
wood Street,” continued 
Lattanzi. “It was a gath-
ering place for most of 
the Council. His dad was 
a councilor in 1963-1964. 
Richie will be sorely 
missed. He was a great 
friend and I’m just broken 
hearted.”

TAX BILLS TO 
REMAIN FLAT

REVERE - Revere 
homeowners will see their 
property tax bills stay fair-
ly even in the next fiscal 
year.

The City Council ap-
proved the minimum res-
idential tax factor, a vote 
that shifts the burden of 
property taxes to commer-
cial property owners.

“That allows us to 
shift the tax rate 175 per-
cent onto the commercial 
(property),” said Chief 
Assessor Dana Brangi-
forte. “Doing so allows us 
to adopt the lowest resi-
dential tax rate possible.”

With the tax shift ap-
proved, the state’s Depart-
ment of Revenue still has 
to approve the project tax 
rate. 

It’s expected that the 
residential tax rate for 
FY23 will be $9.51 per 
$1,000 of valuation, while 
the commercial rate would 
be set at $18.98.

Also taken into account 
in the amount residents 
will pay on their tax bill is 
the valuation of the prop-
erties.

“Single family homes, 
value wise, were up 
around 10 percent,” said 
Brangiforte. 

With the proposed 
tax rate, the average sin-
gle-family homeowner 
in Revere will see an in-
crease on their tax bill of 
$33 for FY23. The aver-
age single-family home 
value in the city is about 
$473,000.

“Some will pay more 
and some less, but on av-
erage, it is not a substan-
tial increase,” Brangiforte 
said.

Condominium own-
ers can expect to see a 
decrease in their bills of 

about $40 on average, 
and owners of two-family 
homes a decrease of about 
$20. The average tax bill 
on three-family homes 
will increase by about $90, 
according to Brangiforte.

On the commercial 
side, he said property 
owners can expect to see 
a 14 percent increase in 
the tax bill, although he 
said that increase is more 
dependent on the size of 
the property, with owners 
of smaller businesses and 
properties likely not see-
ing as large of a hike.

Brangiforte also 
touched on the total 
amount of money the city 
can raise through proper-
ty taxes in FY23, noting 
there was about $3 million 
of new growth, raising 
the levy limit from about 
$102 million last year to 
$107,656,000 in FY23. 
Under state law, the city 
can increase the levy limit 
by 21/2 percent per year, 
and then add in the new 
growth.

Growth is anything that 
is subject to new taxation 
for the first time, from new 
building to renovations.

There was about $1 
million in residential new 
growth for FY23, with 
the main drivers being de-
velopment at 656 Ocean 
Ave., the old G&J towing 
site on Whitin Avenue, 
257 Washington Ave., and 
the planned residential de-
velopment at the Suffolk 
Downs property.

Commercial new 
growth nearly doubled the 
residential growth at about 
$2 million, with the the 
major parcels being the 
commercial development 
at Suffolk Downs, the new 
Amazon facility on Squire 
Road, and a new hotel at 
400 Ocean Ave.

LETTERIE’S NOTES 
20th ANNIVERSARY

WINTHROP - Let-
terie’s Italian Market in 
Winthrop Center is cele-
brating its 20th anniversa-
ry under the ownership of 
Jim Letterie.

The current president of 
the Winthrop Town Coun-
cil, Letterie spoke about 
the history of his store.

“The store’s been in 
Winthrop since 1956 with 
the Abbatessa’s (formerly 
Terrie’s Food Mart),” not-
ed Letterie. “I bought it in 
2002 and we’re celebrat-
ing the 20th anniversary 
this month. It’s been an 
incredible opportunity for 
my family and me.”

Letterie’s has been a 
popular lunch-time desti-
nation for Winthrop fami-
lies throughout the store’s 
history.

“I think what I get the 
most enjoyment out of 
is to see a whole genera-
tion of kids come through 
the store,” said Letterie. 
“Basically, when I start-
ed, they were just born 
and now they’ve gradu-
ated from college. To see 
a whole generation of 
children grow up, it’s re-
ally special. Winthrop is a 
unique town and a special 
place. And as I like to tell 
everybody, it’s just a great 
place to live, work, and 
raise a family.”

Letterie’s has a wide 
variety of specialties and 
submarine sandwiches, 
with the Italian and “Fig-
glesworth” subs topping 
the list of favorites. As 
the Letterie’s Italian Mar-

ket website proudly pro-
claims, the store is known 
for “its continued tradi-
tion of quality cold cuts 
sliced to order, its famous 
in-store roast beef, the 
tremendous line of subs, 
wraps, and salads all made 
to order, and its increas-
ingly popular catering 
business featuring Italian 
specialties, homemade 
calzones, and our signa-
ture wrap platters, along 
with custom-made subs 
up to eight feet in length.”

Letterie has served in 
town government for 17 
years. He is entering his 
second year as council 
president.

Jim’s wife, Dawn Let-
terie, has been a Win-
throp schoolteacher for 35 
years. Their son, Jake, is a 
2020 graduate of George 
Washington University 
and now lives and works 
in the nation’s capital. 

Their daughter, Jenna Let-
terie, is a senior at Middle-
bury College, where she is 
the captain of the reigning 
NCAA Division 3 nation-
al championship wom-
en’s ice hockey team. The 
team was undefeated in 
the 2021-22 season. “That 
was an incredible expe-
rience and she’s now the 
captain of this year’s team 
hoping to defend the title.”

Letterie said he was 
grateful for the residents’ 
support and patronage of 
his business over the past 
two decades.

“I can’t thank the resi-
dents of Winthrop enough 
for their patronage over 
the past 20 years and all 
the employees who have 
worked at the store. I 
would be remiss if I did 
not mention the Abbates-
sas for their 40-plus years 
owning the former Terrie’s 
and laying the foundation 

that I could build upon,” 
said Letterie.

Rep. Turco offers
his congratulations
State Rep. Jeff Turco is 

among the many residents 
who have stopped by the 
store to offer their con-
gratulations to the busi-
ness owner and long-time 
member of the Winthrop 
Chamber of Commerce.

“It is with great honor 
that I congratulate Let-
terie’s Italian Market on 
their 20th Anniversary. 
They have graciously fed 
the people of Winthrop 
delectable Italian food for 
two decades. It is always 
a pleasure celebrating the 
success of small business-
es in Winthrop. Congratu-
lations and to many more 
years of achievement 
serving the great commu-
nity of Winthrop,” said 
Rep. Turco.
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Notice of Openings for Boards and Commissions in the City of Chelsea

Pursuant to the City of Chelsea Charter, Section 9-5(d), this is a Notice 
of all Board and Commission upcoming vacancies in the City of Chelsea 
through June 30, 2023.  
During that timeframe, openings will occur in the following Boards and 
Commissions:
The Board of Library Trustees, the Board of Registrars of Voters; the 
Community Recreation Advisory Committee; the Community Preserva-
tion Act Committee; the Council on Elder Affairs; the Cultural Council; the 
Chelsea Disability Commission; the Economic Development Board; the 
Historical Commission; the Licensing Commission; the Traffic & Parking 
Commission; the Youth Commission; and the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Information about each of these Boards is available at www.chelseama.
gov/board-openings.  All of these Boards have three year terms except 
for the Economic Development Board, which is a five year term, and 
the Youth Commission, which is a one year term.  Those interested in 
applying should send both a letter of interest and a resume either by 
mail to the City Manager, Chelsea City Hall, 500 Broadway, Chelsea,            
Massachusetts 02150 or by email to tambrosino@chelseama.gov.   
Materials should be received by the close of business on Friday,        
February 3, 2023.

Fort Heath Apartments, 
Winthrop ‚Äì Ocean 
ViewOne-bedroom apart-
ments. Rent includes heat 
and hot water. HW floors. 
New kitchen.Amenities 
include pool, billiard 

room, exercise facility, and 
lounge. Non-smoking, non-
pet bldg., Steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston.CALL 
617-846-7300 to speak to 
Debra 12/21

FOR SALE

FAN GEAR BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
New Era 59Fifty fitted caps! Huge 
inventory of asst. 
Licensed, authentic apparel MLB, 
NFL, NBA, NHL etc. 
Bulk Buyers Only - email:
 testajoseph1@comcast.net
12/8
_______

Personal Care Attendant
Everett - Personal Care atten-
dant needed. 3-7pm. Shifts 

available. Please call Susan 
617-389-6190
12/14

HELP WANTED - PCA

Townhouse for rent, 6  rooms,3 bed-
room, 2 1/2 bath, fireplace, parking, 
close to Ashmont T station, available 
now. contact Derek McCarthy 
781-285-8028.

TOWNHOUSE 
FOR RENT
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Story & photos by Marianne Salza

Nathan Sawaya shapes 
rigid, plastic LEGO blocks 
into intricate and dynamic 
figures in his exhibition, 
The Art of the Brick, on 
display in the Back Bay 
through Sunday, April 23. 
The contemporary art-
ist is returning to Boston 
following sold-out shows 
in Faneuil Hall in 2014. 
Twice as large, this instal-
lation features over 90 of 
his newest sculptures as-
sembled from nearly one 
million LEGOs that are in-
dividually glued together. 

“I think the role of an 
artist is to inspire. I hope 
that by sharing this work 
with the community, they 
are inspired. I have found 
over time that art is not op-
tional,” a message Sawaya 
emphasizes throughout 
the exhibition. “If you 
have a little art in your life, 
you’re going to be smart-
er.” 

Visitors can explore 
three floors of original 
artwork and re-imagined 
masterpieces. The collec-
tion includes a description 
and the number of LEGOs 
used in each design.  

On the first floor, one 
can view a version of Van 
Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
(3,493 pieces), and a 
three-dimensional, full-
scale, mosaic-like replica 
of Gustav Klimt’s oil and 

gold leaf painting, “The 
Kiss” (18,893 pieces), of a 
couple embracing on a bed 
of grass and flowers. 

Stand beside “Dinosaur 
Skeleton,” (80,020 piec-
es), a 20-foot-long Tyran-
nosaurus rex, which took 
Sawaya an entire summer 
to construct; or peer into 
“Pop-Up Book” (19,822 
pieces), in which a castle 
appears from the middle 
of an open story book. 

The third floor is an 
interactive area. In “Pink 
Dreams” (102,938 pieces), 
sit on a pastel, wingback 
armchair that is surround-
ed by whimsical accoutre-
ments like a heart-shaped 
pillow and giant soft serve 
ice cream cone. Families 
can design cars to race 
on a track in the creative 
LEGO brick play stations. 

Sawaya grew up in a 
small, Oregon town. He 
has loved playing with 
LEGOs since he was 
5-years-old; even bringing 
the nostalgic toys to col-
lege and storing them be-
neath his bed as a source 
of comfort. 

Later in life, Sawaya 
discovered LEGOs as 
an art medium. He still 
enjoys receiving sets as 
gifts, as he finds building 
according to instructions 
to be relaxing. The 1x2 
jumper -- with one stud in 
the middle of a plate -- is 
Sawaya’s favorite LEGO 

brick to use because it 
provides him options for 
details.

“I don’t feel the passage 
of time when I’m build-
ing. I go into a trance; and 
I am building away. I’ll do 
10-12 hours with no prob-
lem. Office work for 10 
hours was mind-numbing 
and draining,” groaned 
the former New York City 
corporate lawyer. “This is 
a different type of work 
that I really enjoy. I found 
my passion.”

Sawaya’s skills in con-
tract negotiations have 
helped him as a business-
man. His LEGO sculp-
tures have been on display 
in over 100 cities in 24 
countries.  

“The role depression 
played resulted in certain 
works,” revealed Sawaya, 
whose sculptures reflect 
the construction of iden-
tity. “There are themes of 
emerging, transition, and 
metamorphosis that come 
out of the time I was a 
lawyer.” 

When Sawaya initially 
began approaching galler-
ies to feature his LEGO 
creations, he received op-
position; once he began 
using movement in hu-
man form, the art world 
began to open. He was 
approached by Warner 
Brothers Pictures to create 
a 1:1 scale replica of the 
Central Perk coffee shop 

The Art of the Brick

The first floor of The Art of the Brick exhibition features art replicas such as, “The Kiss” 
(18,893 pieces), and full body statues like, “Venus de Milo” (18,483 pieces), “Augustus of 
Prima Porta” (22,300 pieces), and “David” (16,349 pieces).

“Little Dancer of Fourteen” (7,100 pieces), “The Scream” (3,991 pieces), and “The Thinker” 
(4,332 pieces).

Sawaya’s original designs on the first floor: “Pop-Up Book,” “Baseball Player,” Ball and 
Jacks,” “Pointing,” and “Crayons.”

Contemporary artist, Nathan Sawaya, standing beside his 20-foot-long “Dinosaur Skele-
ton,” made of 80,020 bricks.

Nathan Sawaya sitting in his interactive sculpture, “Pink Dreams” (102,938 pieces).

“Red Dress,” 62,750 pieces, part of Sawaya’s collaboration with photographer, Dean West.

in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the Friends 
sitcom. 

“I was trying to show-
case how you could put 
emotion into the art,” ex-
plained Sawaya. “It had to 
be life-size for it to work.”

In The Art of the Brick, 
Sawaya collaborated with 
photographer, Dean West, 
to produce brick-infused 
images. He imitated the 
flow of fabric in “Red 

Dress” (62,750 pieces), 
an asymmetrical cocktail 
dress with a sweetheart 
neckline that is worn by 
a model in one of West’s 
photographs.  

“In this gallery, called 
‘In Pieces,’ we see the in-
tegration of the work into 
photography. That was 
pure joy because I got to 
take LEGO in a new di-
rection. It wasn’t just put-
ting art on a pedestal,” 

said Sawaya. “That was an 
amazing time for me.”

View the Art of the 
Brick in the newly-reno-
vated museum space locat-
ed at 343 Newbury Street 
(previously Forever 21) 
Sunday-Thursday 10am-
6pm, and Friday-Saturday 
10am-8pm. Tickets cost 
$24 for children and $28 
for adults. Visit www.Ar-
tOfTheBrickExhibit.com 
for more information. 

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its la
st public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 
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By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State R
ep. Democratic

 Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District
 that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the tren
d in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this tim
e 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Profess
ional 

Develop
ment

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zap
łac’ (G

od Bless Y
ou) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years
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National Parks of Bos-
ton hosted a commem-
orative service and a 
wreath-laying ceremony 
at the USS Constitution 
Museum and on the World 
War II-era destroyer USS 
Cassin Young to remem-
ber and honor those who 
perished in the attack on 
the U.S. Naval Base at 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
The free three-part public 
program on Wednesday, 
December 7, was held in 
Charlestown Navy Yard, 
followed by an outdoor 
ceremony beside USS 
Cassin Young, and a re-
turn to the Museum for 
refreshments, generously 
sponsored by the Mayor’s 
Office of Veterans’ Ser-
vices. 

Participating in the 
ceremony was National 
Parks of Boston Superin-
tendent Michael Creasey, 
USS Constitution Mu-
seum President & CEO 
Anne Grimes Rand, USS 
Constitution Command-
er Billie J. Farrell, USN, 
Massachusetts Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs Cher-
yl Poppe, Boston Com-
missioner of Veterans’ 
Services Robert Santi-
ago, and other special 

guests including Kay Van 
Valkenburgh, great grand-
son of Captain Franklin 
Van Valkenburgh of USS 
Arizona. The program 
will include the USN Col-
or Guard and rifle and 
cannon salutes from both 
Cassin Young and Consti-
tution. The public will also 
be invited to participate 
in the Museum’s “50,000 
Letters of Gratitude” ini-
tiative to send letters of 
appreciation to veterans, 
active service members, 
and their families. 

USS Cassin Young 
was named for U.S. 
Navy Commander Cassin 
Young, recipient of the 
Medal of Honor for his 
distinguished and heroic 
actions during the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, which 
initiated the United States’ 
entry into World War II. 
As commanding officer 
of USS Vestal, which was 
moored to USS Arizo-
na, Comdr. Young took 
personal command of his 
ship’s three-inch antiair-
craft gun at the beginning 
of the attack. When the 
forward magazine of Ari-
zona was hit, Cmdr. Young 
was thrown overboard and 
incredibly swam back to 

his ship amidst burning 
oil on the water between 
the two ships. Despite 
the subsequent bombing 
of Vestral, Comdr. Young 
moved his ship away from 
Arizona to save the ship 
and countless lives. 

Cassin Young has sim-
ilarly served the country 
with distinction. It was 
built in San Pedro, Cali-
fornia, typical of the many 
Fletcher-class destroyers 
constructed in the Charles-
town Navy Yard during 
World War II.The ship 
was commissioned at the 
end of 1943 and first saw 
action in the Pacific The-
atre in 1944. It took part 
in the landings in the Phil-
ippines, rescued survivors 
from the stricken carrier 
USS Princeton, screened 
the American force that 
sank four Japanese carri-
ers in the battle of Cape 
Engano, and survived two 
separate kamikaze hits, 
one of which killed 21 
crew members. No strang-
er to Charlestown, the ship 
was recalled to service 
in 1951 and underwent 
modernization at the ship-
yard on several occasions 
during the next decade be-
fore finally hauling down 

her commissioning pen-
nant in 1960.“It is fitting 
that we remember this 
day aside Cassin Young 
at Charlestown Navy 
Yard, one of the first of six 
Navy Yards in the coun-
try,” said National Parks 
of Boston Superintendent 
Michael Creasey. “The 
National Park Service 
protects the Cassin Young 
and provides a home base 
for USS Constitution, to 
honor the service people 
of the United States Navy 
past and present, and pro-
vide current and future 
generations the opportu-
nity to forge meaningful 
connections to these na-
tional treasures and iconic 
cornerstones of the Amer-
ican story.”

The National Parks of 
Boston is a collection of 
three National Park Ser-
vice sites – Boston Na-
tional Historical Park, 
Boston African American 
National Historic Site, and 
Boston Harbor Islands 
National and State Park. 
Established by individual 
legislation and for desig-
nated purposes, the three 
units have come together 
under a unified organiza-
tional umbrella to collabo-

rate in ways that celebrate 
our cultural heritage, re-
connect people to history 
and nature, and provide 
outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities on land and on the 
water. For more informa-
tion, visit: nps.gov/bost, 
nps.gov/boaf, and boston-
harborislands.org. 

The USS Constitution 
Museum serves as the 
memory and educational 
voice of USS Constitution 
by offering award-win-
ning exhibits where all 
ages can have fun while 
learning and exploring 
history together. The Mu-
seum’s mission is to en-
gage visitors in the story 
of Constitution to spark 
excitement about mari-
time heritage, naval ser-
vice, and the American 
experience. The Museum 
is open seven days a week 
with a pay-what-you-wish 
admission policy, and the 
Virtual Museum is open 
24/7. The USS Consti-
tution Museum is a 2022 
winner in USA Today’s 
10Best Readers’ Choice in 
the “Best History Muse-
um” category and Boston 
Parents Paper’s Family 
Favorites in the “Historic 
Sites & Tours” and “Mu-

seums & Attractions” cat-
egories. For more infor-
mation, visit usscm.org. 

USS Constitution, 
America’s Ship of State, 
is the world’s oldest com-
missioned warship afloat 
and played a crucial role 
in the Barbary Wars and 
the War of 1812, actively 
defending sea lanes from 
1797 to 1855. USS Con-
stitution was undefeated 
in battle and destroyed or 
captured 33 opponents. 
The ship earned the nick-
name of Old Ironsides 
during the War of 1812 
when British cannonballs 
were seen bouncing off 
the ship’s wooden hull. 
The active-duty Sailors 
stationed aboard USS 
Constitution provide free 
tours and offer public 
visitation as they support 
the ship’s mission of pro-
moting the Navy’s history 
and maritime heritage and 
raising awareness of the 
importance of a sustained 
naval presence. For infor-
mation, visit www.navy.
mil/uss-constitution/. 

Public program honors Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day at Charlestown Navy Yard

Northeast Women in 
Public Finance (NEWPF) 
along with the Bond Buyer 
will present State Treasur-
er Deborah B. Goldberg 
with the Freda Johnson 
Award at the Bond Buy-
er’s Annual Deal of the 
Year Awards ceremony 
in New York City on De-
cember 6, 2022.

The Freda Johnson 
Award has been created in 
honor of NEWPF Found-
ing Board Member Freda 
Johnson, whose highly 
successful career in pub-
lic finance has been an in-
spiration to many people, 
particularly women in the 
industry.  

The award recognizes 
a woman serving or who 
has served in a position 
for a public or non-prof-
it issuer who exemplifies 
the qualities that Johnson 
brought to the financial 
industry as a trailblaz-
er, leader, innovator, and 
mentor.

“Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg is dedicated to 
improving the lives of the 
citizens of Massachusetts 
through both her public 
position and her non-prof-
it work,” said Freda John-
son. “She is a dynamo, a 
role model, and an out-
standing mentor to wom-
en.”

Since taking office in 
2015, Treasurer Goldberg 
has brought an innovative 
leadership style, and an 
unwavering commitment 
to create opportunities for 
every Massachusetts res-
ident. Her initiatives and 
programs have supported 
and advocated for poli-
cies that advance effective 
strategies and foster long-
term, sustained growth 
and stability for everyone.

“The Treasurer has 
demonstrated a commit-
ment not only to public 
finance, but also to the 
women within it,” said 
Vivian Altman, Manag-
ing Director of Northeast 
Women in Public Finance. 
“For her pioneering work 
and a highly accom-
plished career in public fi-
nance, for her unwavering 

dedication to diversity and 
supporting, promoting, 
and developing women in 
the industry, Massachu-
setts Treasurer Deborah 
Goldberg embodies all 
the qualities of the Freda 
Johnson Award. It is with 
the greatest esteem that 
we award her the 2022 
Freda Johnson Public Sec-
tor Award.”

In 2016, the Treasur-
er started the Women + 
Finance Fellowship, the 
first fellowship of its kind 
sponsored by a govern-
ment organization. Under-
standing the importance 
of building a network 
and pipeline, the Treasur-

er wanted to identify and 
foster diverse talent for the 
financial industry, and ad-
vocate for the placement 
of women and non-binary 
people in leadership roles.

“To receive an award 
named after someone 
who was a tremendous 
trailblazer and overcame 
incredible barriers is an 
unbelievable honor,” said 
State Treasurer Debo-
rah B. Goldberg. “Freda 
exemplifies everything 
about staying the course, 
persevering, hanging in 
there, and then succeed-
ing. So being awarded the 
Freda Johnson award is 
thrilling.”

Goldberg receives the Freda Johnson Award

On December 12, the Melrose Arts and Crafts Society will hold the December monthly 
meeting at the First Baptist Church on 561 Main Street, Melrose. This December meeting 
has a definite holiday theme. Class instructors are Judi Lamntea on making jewelry, Sue 
Camberlain on making diamond dot projects and Lori Rossi on making poinsettia orna-
ments. Lida Camberlain and Lori  Rossi will be handing out holiday sing-along sheets and 
leading holiday activities-fun for all! Members contributed to a table of their homemade 
wares at the Melrose Unitarian Universalist Church Alternative Fair on December 3. The 
January Monthly Meeting will be held at the same address as above. New members are 
always welcome whether from the surrounding communities or not. If interested, please 
call Dorothy Iudice at 781-662-2099. Hope to see you there.

MELROSE ARTS AND CRAFTS SOCIETY 
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KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM       DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
781-485-0588

$600 $800$700

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

STICK TO IT!
Share your message in our 
paper with a STICKY NOTE

OPEN HOUSE?
STICK IT!

FUNDRAISER?
STICK IT!

NEED-TO-KNOW  
INFO?
STICK IT!

Keep your name in 
the eyes of our 
thousands of 

readers!

By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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3 LUXURY CONDOS FOR SALE AT 89 CENTRAL AVE. CHELSEA MA

 JEFF BOWEN: 781-201-9488  
 SANDRA CASTILLO: 617-780-6988

 2 BEDS, 2 BATH GARAGE PARKING. CLOSE TO SILVER LINE $519,000-$550,000 W
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
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Largest outerwear sales event to hit the North Shore. It’s worth the trip.
Huge selection of past season fleece and outerwear for men, women, and kids.

Up
To

$70 OFFSALE

FREE

Reg. Value $24.95

Maxxsel Water Resistant 2-Tone Hi-Vis Neon Reflection
Safety Jacket w/ Quilted Poly Lining & Lined Hidden Hood

GET IT FOR

$64.99
WITH THIS AD.

Retail Value
$95.00

S IZES XS-5X l ORANGE & BLACK OR NEON YELLOW

Maxxsel Hi-Vis Neon Yellow
Safety Jacket

Reg. Value $24.95

Thinsulate 3M
Neon Yellow

Waterproof Glove
With Purchase of
Neon Yellow Jacket

(With this ad)

OPEN
Mon-Fri. 9am-8pm, Sat. 9am-7pm, Sun. 10am-6pm

*With Any Carhartt Purchase Over $35 and This Ad.

Limit One Per Person. No Copies. While
Supplies Last. Reg. Price $16.99.

FREE**

winter coats • socks • pants • raincoats • sweatshirts • boots • hats • tee-shirts • coveralls • etc.

Visit Our Carhartt Concept Shop • Largest Selection
• Lowest Prices!

Carhartt
Watch Cap

Select Styles

Supplies Last. Can not be combined
with any other offer or coupon.

$6999
Reg. $12999

MEN’S 6” BOOT SALE
SOFT TOE BOOT

Sale ends 12-11-22
AVAILABLE IN SIZES 7-15 | MEDIUM & WIDE WIDTHS

LOWEST PRICE EVER!

WOMEN’S

(UGG Discontinued Models & Colors)
BOOT

Up To

$70 OFF
SALE

Over $45 with this ad.

#A1Q8V

FREE
TIMBERLAND

PRO HAT!

with any tim
berland purc

hase and thi
s ad.

Limit one pe
r person.

No Copies. Re
g price $16.9

9.

While suppli
es last.


