
By Adam Swift

A community center 
and a municipal parking 
garage have both been 
on the wish list for city 
councilors for a number of 
years.

But if the council wants 
to move ahead, it might 
have to pick one of the two 
major capital projects over 
the other.

District 6 Council-
or Giovanni Recupero 
recently requested that 
Ambrosino consider the 
construction of a parking 
garage and a community 
center.

“I am aware that both 
of these building projects 
have been desired by the 
City Council for quite 
some time,” Ambrosino 
replied in a letter to the 
council. “However, I hon-
estly believe that, at this 
point, the Council will 
need to make a decision 
as to which of these build-
ings has the higher prior-
ity. While it is possible 
that the City could absorb 
the debt service for one 
of these buildings over 
the course of the next 3-5 
years within its Capital 
Plan, it cannot afford both 
at once.”

Ambrosino noted that 
he has put a placeholder 
of $5 million in the city’s 
capital improvement plan 
for the past several years, 
with a parking garage 
project currently listed in 

the plans for fiscal year 
2026.

“The amount of $5 mil-
lion is likely on the low 
side, but it might allow 
for the downpayment on 
a modest-sized structure 
on an existing City owned 
parcel such as the Chest-
nut Street parking lot,” 
stated Ambrosino.

However, if the coun-
cil prioritized the con-
struction of a community 
center, Ambrosino said it 
would make more sense to 
use the $5 million for that 
project.

“The cost of a legiti-
mate community center 
is going to be significant, 
more in line with major 
public building construc-
tion,” stated the city man-
ager. “The City’s Housing 
& Community Develop-
ment Department has sur-
veyed some other facili-
ties, and it appears the cost 
of a decent sized facility, 
say 40,000 sq. feet, would 
likely run at least $500 
per sq. foot, which trans-
lates to $20 million. This 
does not include any land 
acquisition costs, which 
likely would add several 
million to the price.”

If the council did want 
to move forward with a 
community center project, 
Ambrosino recommended 
the creation of a subcom-
mittee to look at potential 
sites for acquisition and 

By Scott Ruescher 

Storytelling Associate, TND

In the course of an or-
dinary weekday, Mike 
Sandoval, Community 
Services Administrator in 
the Department of Public 
Works in Chelsea, might 
do any number of things. 
His mobile office, a spar-
kling white pick-up truck 
bearing the city seal on the 
driver’s-side door, allows 
for lots of multi-tasking. 

Driving from DPW 
headquarters on the other 
side of the Tobin under-
passes from downtown 
Chelsea, Mike might de-
liver two-wheeled recy-
cling and solid-waste bar-
rels, stacked three barrels 
high in the bed of the truck, 
to houses (and apartment 

buildings with eight units 
or fewer) that terrace the 
slopes of Mount Belling-
ham, with views across 
nearby Logan Internation-
al and the harbor to down-
town Boston. Then, on the 
way back to the DPW to 
pick up more barrels for, 
say, homes on tonier Ad-
mirals Hill, on the bank 
of the Mystic River where 
the naval hospital used to 
stand, he might stop on the 
busy commercial stretch 
of Broadway and pull over 
to the curb to check on 
things.

Wherever he goes in 
this geographically en-

closed barrio—bordered 
by the Mystic River, the 
Tobin Bridge, Mill Riv-
er, and Chelsea Creek—
he goes with the intent 
of keeping the common 
spaces of Chelsea as clean 
and presentable as can be, 
and with the knowledge 
that an individual sense of 
responsibility for that is 
at least as essential to the 
creation of a healthy com-
munity as any legislated 
rule might be. “I am bless-
ed to meet a lot of people 
on this job,” he says, “and 
to spend a lot of my time 
encouraging people to 
help us meet our commu-

nity standards.” It’s pub-
lic education work at the 
grassroots—or maybe the 
sidewalk—level.

Stepping from the 
truck to walk his beat, he 
might call a colleague at 
headquarters to report a 
particularly deep pothole 
he came across back on 
Washington Avenue, a 
street that winds among 
the hills of Chelsea in the 
path of the pre-Columbian 
trails of the Winnisimmet 
tribe of Abenakis. While 
doing so—still talking on 
his cell phone—he might 
spot a tree branch fallen 
across the sidewalk and be 
in the process of kneeling 
to retrieve it when, lo and 
behold, an old acquain-
tance, a fellow native of 
Honduras—a beaming 
older compatriota from 
the Mosquito Coast on the 
Caribbean—breaks into 
a big smile, in his bright 
blue running suit, and 
waves hello from across 
the street. “¡Buen día, Mi-
guel!”

On the way back to the 
truck, Mike might reflect 
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Chelsea City Coun-
cilor, community lead-
er, and current candidate 
for State Representative 
Judith García hosted a 
100-seat dinner party in 
the heart of Chelsea at Tu 
Casa Restaurante y Bar in 
Chelsea, Massachusetts 
on Friday, April 15. The 
program was entirely bi-
lingual to accommodate 
both English and Spanish 
speakers.

Community activists 
Irma Mazzoni and Jose 
Dubon delivered the wel-
come toast, and local sing-
ers Dania “La Catrachita” 
Hernández and Wilbert 
“El Buki Mayor” Sánchez 
each performed sever-
al songs for the dancing 
guests. Introducing García 
to the stage was youth 
activist Manuel Teshe. 
Teshe spoke of his expe-
rience attending Chelsea 

Judith García hosts kick-off 
fundraiser for State Rep. 
campaign in Chelsea

District 5 Councilor Judith Garcia, pictured with her moth-
er, Reina Burgos, at the Campaign Kickoff Dinner at Tu Casa 
Restaurant.

See GARCIA Page 5See SANDOVAL Page 14

By Adam Swift

When others won-
dered what they could do 
to help refugees from the 
war in the Ukraine, recent 
Chelsea resident Shaha-
na Bhaduri used her own 
money to travel to the Pol-
ish-Ukrainian border to 
lend a hand.

On Monday night, the 
City Council presented 
Bhaduri with a resolution 
celebrating her efforts 
helping Ukrainian refu-
gees, as well as a host of 
other local and national 
volunteer efforts.

“We saw what was go-
ing on on our TVs in the 
Ukraine and were horri-
fied by it,” said Council 
President Roy Avellaneda, 
who introduced the mo-
tion. “(Bhaduri) is a friend 
of mine, and we’re friends 
on Facebook, and I saw 

her jump on a plane and 
go to the front lines of the 
crisis and go to Poland. 
She handed out oranges, 
bananas, umbrellas, what-
ever these refugees from 
the Ukraine needed as they 
were crossing and fleeing 
their homeland.”

Avellaneda said Bhadu-
ri’s selfless and self-funded 
act should come as no sur-
prise to anyone who knows 
her.

“During the pandemic, 
she was right there with 
some of the volunteers at 
St. Luke’s during the food 
pantry,” said Avellaneda. 
“If you get to know her 
and spoke to her about her 
past, she was there in 2015 
in Greece helping the ref-
ugees who were coming 
over from Syria. It was the 
same situation and she just 
self funded and went out to 
go.”

The council resolution 
also highlights Bhaduri’s 
financial donations to non-
profits in Chelsea and her 
help in raising donations 
for a wide range of orga-
nizations, including Part-
ners in Health Programs, 
which provides technical 
and financial assistance, 
medical supplies, and ad-
ministrative support to 
partner programs in Hai-
ti, Peru, Russia, Rwanda, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Kazakhstan, 
the Dominican Republic, 
and Boston.

“Aside from that, any-
one who knows her, her 
spirit is just so fun to be 
around, so positive, so I 
wanted to say thank you 
for what (she’s) done,” 
said Avellaneda.

Counci lor-At-Large 
Damali Vidot, who said 
she just met Bhaduri before 

Monday’s meeting, praised 
her for her selflessness.

“In a world where we’re 
seeing so much plight and 
violence and hate, it’s so 
beautiful to know that peo-
ple like you exist and I just 
want to thank you for what 
you do,” Vidot said.

District 4 Councilor 
Enio Lopez said he met 
Bhaduri last year and 
thanked her for being a 
volunteer and a leader not 
just in Chelsea but also 
overseas.

Several councilors also 
praised Bhaduri’s parents, 
who were in attendance 
at City Hall along with 
Bhaduri and several oth-
er family members and 
friends.

The council also read 
a resolution on Monday 
night celebrating the 100th 
birthday of Chelsea resi-
dent Katherine Stec.

Keeping It Clean: 
Mike Sandoval, Community Services Administrator, Chelsea DPW

Mike Sandoval of the Chelsea DPW.

Council to continue exploring community 
center and parking garage projects

Wish List

Chelsea resident Shahana Bhaduri, with her parents and friends and family members, was honored by the City Council on 
Monday night with a resolution for her volunteer efforts helping Ukrainian refugees.

Council celebrates resident’s international volunteer efforts
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BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                 PRICE    

Scullion, Patrick W Boyd, Brendan J 3 Pembroke St #2                $260,000  

Carbone, Peter A Revell, Liam J         19 Medford St #3             $380,000 

Sharpe, Whitney R Teal Rhamati RT       21 Chestnut St #4            $457,000 

Balusu, Pratap       Primis Properties LLC 50 Cottage St #1                $649,900  

Josephs, Dana Vuletic, Jovan         171 Winnisimmet St #22      $360,000

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time to sell, prices are high, rates are 
low. List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488
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Special to the Record

“I always wanted to 
learn about law enforce-
ment and criminal jus-
tice,” pondered Chelsea 
High School sophomore 
Cleny Reyes.

For Reyes and a co-
hort of her fellow Chelsea 
High School students, that 
interest is being developed 
through their participation 
in the Youth Internship 
Academy, a partnership 
with the Chelsea Police 
Department to offer stu-
dents hands-on experience 
to learn about law enforce-
ment and criminal justice.

This spring, a group of 
12 students is participat-
ing in the Youth Internship 
Academy. The academy 
is structured to offer stu-
dents both in-classroom 
learning opportunities, 
and physical training with 
CPD School Resource Of-
ficers (SRO). The struc-
ture provides students 
with a holistic view of law 
enforcement, and provides 
a lens into all the career 
paths available to them. 
Topics/instructors that stu-
dents have learned about/
from include:

CPD Drug Unit
History of Policing
Military
CPD Downtown Task-

force & Substance Abuse
Physical Training (PT)
Drill and Ceremony
Run Hide Fight (The 

Police Department’s Per-
spective)

Motor Vehicle Law
Nutrition
Identification/Field In-

terrogation and Observa-
tion

Police K-9 Unit
Criminal Investigation 

Division
Forensics/Finger Prints
Crime Analysis
Recruitment, Scenarios 

& Public Speaking
Gang Unit
Defensive Tactics
Domestic Violence
Tours of Nashua Street 

Jail, 911 Dispatch Center, 
CPD & the Chelsea Court-
house

The Youth Internship 
Academy occurs on four 
days from Monday-Thurs-
day for two hours after 
school. On Friday’s, the 
students meet with the 
Pathways, Internship and 
School to Work Manager 
Geymi Santana Francisco 
to discuss the internship 
and receive support if 
needed.

Reyes believes that 
the content of the intern-
ship and its structure has 
helped her immensely. 
“It has benefitted me a lot 
academically. I was not 
paying attention in school. 
This class with the police 
academy helped me a lot 
with how to stay focused 
in school and doing my 
work.”

School Resource Offi-

cer (SRO) David Batch-
elor Jr. has been an SRO 
for seven years, and a 
member of the Chelsea 
Police Department (CPD) 
for 11 years. He along 
with Officers Maria Bar-
bosa and Garrison Daniel 
run the Youth Internship 
Academy. The CPD team 
coordinates the presence 
of guest instructors, devel-
ops the course materials 
for the students, and es-
tablishes the regiment of 
physical training that the 
students partake in.

The PT is a core ele-
ment of the academy ex-
perience, but it is more 
than just working out. 
Members of CPD teach 
the students discipline 
through a variety of ways 
including regular exercise, 
but also through follow-
ing commands such as at 
ease, attention, and teach-
ing students how to stand 
in formation. Batchelor 
reports that the positive 
results of this routine are 
seen in just a few weeks. 
Students go from, at the 
start of the internship, 
gathering in a circle pri-
or to begin PT to stand-
ing in military formation 
awaiting instruction. The 
PT component is where 
Batchelor sees a lot of de-
velopment and benefit for 
the CHS students.

“They end up loving to 
do it. They are scared at 
the beginning. They don’t 

know what to expect, but 
by the end that’s their fa-
vorite part. They love do-
ing it. And the discipline 
that comes with it is some-
thing that these students 
will never forget. They’ll 
carry it with them off the 
field and into the class-
room. A big part of this 
academy is discipline and 
respect. We try to really 
preach that throughout the 
whole course.”

Students are not re-
quired to have any prior 
experience with any sort 
of PT, and the CPD offi-
cers proceed at whatever 
pace is necessary to ensure 
that students learn and are 
safe while working out.

Reyes expressed how 
pleased she was in how 
the officers work with the 
students to help them ex-
ercise. “Not all of us have 
experience working out, 
and I thought we weren’t 
going to be supported 
with that. Like we would 
go straight into lifting 50 
pounds [or something like 
that], but we are develop-
ing. I feel really supported 
that they [CPD officers] 
don’t judge us.”

Every year, the Youth 
Internship Academy de-
velops good habits in stu-
dents, and creates an op-
portunity for students to 
receive credit while learn-
ing about the law enforce-
ment field. It supports a 
pathway to careers upon 

graduation from CHS. In 
the past seven years, mul-
tiple academy graduates 
have gone on to enlist in 
the military. Batchelor 
even believes that they 
are close to seeing former 
Academy students take 
the police exam, which 
you must be 21 to take.

Over his seven years of 
work in schools, Batche-
lor is particularly proud of 
one fact about the Youth 
Internship Academy. “We 
have not had one student 
quit. Not one. They’ve all 
stuck it out. They’ve all 
gone through it. They en-
joy it.”

Reyes is a student who, 
upon learning about the 
Academy, was attracted 
to it as it relates to her de-
sire to potentially enlist 
in the military one day. It 
has provided her with re-
al-world insight into law 
enforcement, and all the 
different career paths that 
exist in criminal justice. 
The experience has also 
personalized police offi-
cers for her:

“When I was little, I 
always thought that as po-
licemen, you had to find 
criminals and stuff. Just 
like cops and robbers. But 
then they explained to us 
that there were different 
branches like detectives, 
people that help with com-
puters and technical stuff, 
and all that. There are a lot 
of different jobs in the po-

lice force.”
Batchelor also observed 

that the Academy enlight-
ens its students on all that 
encompasses being on the 
police force. “I think the 
students definitely see all 
of policing, and not just 
what you see on TV. They 
experience the different 
aspects of policing.”

Chelsea Chief of Police 
Brian Kyes added, “My 
Officers have informed 
me that the students in-
volved in this program are 
not only learning a great 
deal about local policing 
in an urban environment 
but they are also building 
formidable long lasting 
relationships based on 
mutual trust and respect. 
The same holds true for 
those who wear the uni-
form. What better way to 
bridge the existing gap 
of uncertainty than to get 
together and see each oth-
er for what we really are. 
This program certainly 
furthers that interest and is 
absolutely a win-win for 
everyone involved.”

Reyes delivered a suc-
cinct response when asked 
if there was anything else 
that she has enjoyed about 
the Academy:

“I think that being with 
police officers is really 
cool.”

Roberto Jiménez-Rivera First to Qualify 
for the Ballot in New Chelsea-Everett 
State Representative District

Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Rober-
to Jiménez-Rivera an-
nounced Friday that he 
has qualified for the bal-
lot in this year’s election 
for State Representative. 
“I’m excited to be the first 
candidate to get on the 
ballot in this race, which 
is a huge milestone for 
our campaign,” said Mr. 
Jiménez-Rivera. “People 
are enthusiastic about our 
new district, and I’ve been 
having great conversa-
tions with our neighbors.”

After being split into 
two districts for decades, 
Chelsea was brought to-
gether in a brand-new 
district through the de-
cennial redistricting pro-
cess. Because the Census 
count for Chelsea was not 
enough for a Chelsea-on-
ly district, the district 
also includes one precinct 
from Everett. Everett, af-
ter having only one State 
Representative for many 
years, was split into three 
districts because it had too 

much population for one 
district..

“Chelsea and Ever-
ett deserve a State Rep 
who will not only lift our 
voices, but organize to 
get things done,” said Mr. 
Jiménez-Rivera. “Our cit-
ies face many of the same 
challenges, and I believe 
regional solutions will 
be better in the long run. 
That’s why I organized 
with leaders from both 
cities to ensure that we 
received the millions of 

dollars that our students 
were promised. We have 
to keep working together 
to improve our schools, 
to prevent our residents 
from being pushed out, 
and to protect people from 
the harm caused by corpo-
rate polluters and climate 
change. In the next few 
months, I believe the res-
idents of Everett will see 
in me the tireless advocate 
that I have been for Chel-
sea.”

Roberto Jimenez is pictured with his family in Chelsea as 
he began his trip to Boston to submit his nomination pa-
pers for state representative in the 11th Suffolk District.

CPS and CPD partner to offer Youth Internship Academy

design options.
“Just keep in mind that, 

in addition to the one-time 
acquisition and building 
costs, such a communi-
ty center building would 
require yearly operat-
ing expenses within the 
City’s annual budgets,” 

Ambrosino stated, with 
housing and community 
development estimating it 
would require a commit-
ment of about $1.5 mil-
lion annually.

“It’s hard to choose 
which one you would 
want to have,” said Re-

cupero, who asked that 
there be further discussion 
about the issue in a sub-
committee on conference. 
“I’d like to get it all with 
time … and figure out a 
way to achieve what this 
city has needed for a very 
long time.”
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Mom’s The Word!

This is my mother - Mother ’s name __________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name _________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________  

DRAW YOUR 

MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Email or Text Your photo to promo@reverejournal.com
Please include the publication in the email or text

Or mail to: The Independent Newspaper Group, 385 Broadway, Ste 105, Revere
Deadline for entries will be Friday, April 29th. 

Entries will be published with winners selected in the May 5th, & 6th issues

COLORING CONTEST
SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

District Attorney Kev-
in Hayden invited Suffolk 
County nonprofits to ap-
ply for grant funding to 
support violence and sub-
stance use prevention and 
treatment programming.

“I have had the priv-
ilege of serving on the 
board of several nonprof-
its, and I know the impact 
that my office’s Com-
munity Reinvestment 
Grants can have on these 
nonprofits and the young 
people they serve,” said 
Hayden, who is current-
ly on the boards of YOU 
Boston and the Great-
er Boston YMCA. “The 
pandemic has placed add-

ed stress and demand on 
service providers as they 
responded increased need 
and adapted to new ways 
of delivering services. 
I’m grateful to the orga-
nizations that continue 
to do exceptional work 
every day supporting our 
young people and com-
munities.”

The Community Re-
investment Grant (CRG) 
program will provide 
funding of up to $10,000 
to 501(c)3 nonprofits that 
provide programming de-
signed to prevent youth 
violence or substance 
use disorder or substance 
use treatment in Boston, 

Chelsea, Revere, and 
Winthrop.  State law al-
lows prosecutors to dis-
tribute up to 10 percent of 
assets seized in narcotics 
prosecutions to commu-
nity-based organizations 
for crime prevention and 
substance use treatment.

“Prevention and treat-
ment programs are key to 
public safety and building 
a more equitable society. 
Our community partners 
are among our most valu-
able institutions, and I’m 
proud to be able to offer 
this funding opportunity,” 
Hayden said.

DA Hayden announces grant 
funding opportunity for nonprofits

By Adam Swift

As the city looks to im-
plement safety measures 
at the Forbes site, it is 
looking unlikely that the 
590-unit project permitted 
for the site will ever be-
come a reality.

In 2019, the Zoning 
Board approved a 590 res-
idential unit project for the 
Forbes site, a significant-
ly scaled back version of 
a plan first introduced by 
developers, YIHE Forbes 
of China, in 2015.

“The project remains 
fully permitted for 590 
units,” according to City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino. “But, that special 
permit will expire this 
year. There is no indica-
tion that the developer is 
planning to move forward 
with this project.”

Although Ambrosino 
said city officials have 
heard that the site is on the 
market, any potential sale 

would likely come too late 
to allow the existing spe-
cial permit to be salvaged.

“In the meantime, the 
city will continue to mon-
itor public safety issues on 
the site,” Ambrosino stat-
ed. “We will be out to bid 
shortly on the public safe-
ty improvements recently 
approved with free cash 
by the City Council.”

The council approved 
spending $293,000 in 
free cash for some limited 
safety measures to protect 
any members of the pub-
lic who might access the 
Forbes site.

“We are planning on 
boarding up the windows 
on the first floor of all 
three buildings, as well 
as some areas on the sec-
ond floors next to features 
that can be climbed easi-
ly,” Alex Train, the city’s 
director of housing and 
community development, 
recently told the council.

There will also be some 

abatement of lead and as-
bestos on the site to meet 
OSHA standards, Train 
said, as well as the remov-
al of vegetation to make 
sure there is a clean line of 
site for surveillance cam-
eras near the property. In 
addition, repairs to holes 
in the fencing and the 
construction of some new 
fencing around the perim-
eter is planned.

Ambrosino said steps 
have been taken that will 
eventually allow the city 
to recoup the cost. If the 
developer does not pay, he 
said the city can go to land 
court in order to have the 
costs added to a future tax 
bill for the property.

While the city could 
conceivably take the de-
veloper to court and fore-
close on the property if the 
developer doesn’t pay the 
tax bill, Ambrosino said 
the odds of that happening 
are highly unlikely.

By Adam Swift

After 26 years as clerk 
to the City Council, Paul 
Casino will be stepping 
down at the end of the 
year.

“I realize that it seems 
a long way off but I took 
in consideration the Sum-
mer break, and the time it 
would take to fill the posi-
tion would take months,” 
Casino stated in a letter 
to the council. “I look for-
ward to continue working 
with you all in the mean-
time, and would like to 
reserve my personal re-
marks until then.”

The process to hire a re-
placement for Casino got 
off to a little bit of a rocky 
start at Monday night’s 

council meeting.
Council President Roy 

Avellaneda advised the 
council that he and fel-
low Councilors Calvin 
Brown and Judith Garcia 
would make up a special 
committee to select a new 
council legal clerk, work-
ing alongside the city’s 
human resource’s depart-
ment.

But Councilor-At-Large 
Leo Robinson objected to 
the establishment of a spe-
cial committee, noting that 
it violated the city charter, 
and asked Avellaneda to 
withdraw his motion for 
the special committee. 
Robinson stated that the 
charter calls for the coun-
cil as a whole to select the 
council clerk.

“The whole body is 
entitled to be involved in 
selecting the city clerk and 
administrative assistants,” 
said Robinson. “Nowhere 
in there does it say that the 
president is able to appoint 
a committee.”

Avellaneda moved to 
overrule Robinson’s mo-
tion to have the establish-
ment of the subcommittee 
withdrawn. Ultimately, 
Robinson’s motion failed 
to pass.

“Nowhere in the sub-
committee does it say 
that the subcommittee 
or I will appoint the city 
clerk,” said Avellaneda. 
“The last sentence states 
that this committee plans 
on working with HR to 
fine tune the description 

that was (given) to us by 
our present city clerk. We 
will post this and review 
applicants, and then make 
a recommendation to the 
whole committee for ap-
pointment.”

Avellaneda said he in-
terpreted the charter as 
stating that the position 
has to be appointed by the 
council as a whole.

“This committee is 
solely doing the prep 
work,” said Avellaneda, 
adding that the process is 
the same as the one used 
by the council recently to 
appoint a new administra-
tive assistant to the coun-
cil.

“I do not expect either 
I or these subcommittee 
members to be alone in 

this,” said Avellandeda. 
“Like all subcommittee 
meetings, whether it is for 
finance or public works, 
councilors are welcome to 
join us and participate if 
they want to comment on 
what is going on.”

District 1 Councilor 
Todd Taylor said he be-
lieved hiring a clerk to the 
council was a little differ-
ent process from hiring an 
administrative assistant.

“Where did this process 
come from where we give 
a thumbs up or thumbs 
down and have no vote 
in the finalists?” Taylor 
asked.

Avellaneda replied that 
the subcommittee process 
is the same that is used 
by the city manager when 

making appointments or 
hiring staff.

“When someone states 
that the councilors who 
are not on this subcom-
mittee … cannot partic-
ipate, cannot be heard 
and be part of the process 
prior to a final recommen-
dation, it’s not valid,” he 
said. “Again, I go back to 
you and state that any city 
councilor can attend any 
city subcommittee meet-
ing and make a point and 
ask a question.”

Robinson said he still 
believed that the council 
president was establishing 
a process that is in viola-
tion of the charter.

By Adam Swift

An 18-year-old Lynn 
man was arrested on 
Tuesday in Malden on 
charges stemming from 
a brazen daylight shoot-
ing on Thursday, April 21 
that injured a 68-year-old 
Chelsea woman.

Jefferson Barrillas was 
due to be arraigned in 
Chelsea District Court on 
Wednesday on charges in-
cluding armed assault to 
murder.

Police responded to a 
report of gunshots involv-
ing two or more people in 
front of 87 Washington 
Ave. a little after 1 p.m. 
on April 21. Shortly after, 
officers found a female 
gunshot victim on Everett 
Avenue.

The 68-year-old Chel-
sea resident was taken to 
Massachusetts General 

Hospital where she was 
reported to be in stable 
condition.

The woman was not 
involved in the alterca-
tion and was shot as she 
got into her motor vehicle 
after leaving a local busi-
ness, according to Chelsea 
police. Witnesses report-
ed seeing a man running 
from the scene, along with 
a silver sedan that fled 
the area at the time of the 
shooting.

Chelsea police in-
vestigated the incident 
alongside state police and 
investigators from the 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s office.

“Our thoughts are with 
the victim and we wish 
her a full recovery,” said 
Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden. “ 
This broad daylight shoot-

ing illuminates, yet again, 
the dangers posed by peo-
ple who carry illegal guns 
and demonstrate no reluc-
tance to use them.”

The Suffolk County 
District Attorney’s office 
issued the following state-
ment:

In the Chelsea shoot-
ing arraignment (shoot-
ing occurred on 4/21), 
the defendant, Jefferson 
Barillas, 18, of Lynn, was 
ordered held without bail 
pending a dangerousness 
hearing on May 2.  Bari-
llas is charged with assault 
with intent to murder on a 
person over 60, assault 
and battery with a fire-
arm, illegal possession of 
a firearm and ammunition 
and discharging a firearm 
within 500 feet of a dwell-
ing.  ADA Myriam Feliz 
handled the arraignment.

CHELSEA ROTARY 
TELETHON GOES 
LIVE TODAY AT 4

The Chelsea Rotary 
Club is live streaming a 
telethon to aid Ukrainian 
humanitarian relief efforts 
today (Thursday) from 
4-6:30p on its Facebook 
page.  The telethon will 
also air on Chelsea Com-
munity Cable TV over the 
weekend, with tax deduct-
ible donations still being 
accepted at that time.

“We cannot sit idly by 
without a response to the 
human suffering that is 
occurring as a result of 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.  Posting a ‘Stand 
with Ukraine’ message 
is nice, but our Rotari-
ans wanted to actually do 
more - more to help fund 
organizations that are 
working on addressing the 
humanitarian crisis that 
has befallen millions of in-
nocent Ukrainian people,” 
said Todd Taylor, the pres-
ident of Chelsea Rotary.

The telethon is a “full 

club community service 
project” according to Tay-
lor, with more than two 
dozen volunteers working 
on the broadcast. It will 
feature live and pre-re-
corded guest appearances 
from political leaders, a 
game show, entertainment, 
and a special competi-
tion among the elementa-
ry school mascots of the 
Chelsea Public Schools.  
And, of course, attention 
will be turned frequently 
to a tote board that is re-
porting on contributions 
being made locally and 
from around the world.

“The cause is import-
ant, but it will also be nice 
to show the world what 
we’re about here in Chel-
sea,” stressed Taylor.

All of the funds will be 
directed through Rotary 
International to accredited 
relief agencies; a process 
that has already resulted 
in more than $7 million 
being directed to the hu-
manitarian efforts in and 
around the Ukraine. Ro-
tary has been a top-rated 

charity for more than a 
decade by a top indepen-
dent charity reviewer in 
the United States.

“If you’ve been wait-
ing for the right place to 
donate, our telethon is 
just that,” added Taylor, 
who said that donations 
can be made via Venmo 
by clicking on the QR 
app on the Chelsea Rota-
ry Facebook page or web-
site.  Others can also call 
or text the telethon dona-
tion line at 978-560-3090 
or email ChelseaRotary-
Club7930@gmail.com to 
make a donation or get 
more information.

Taylor promises a big 
donation announcement 
right at 4p, and more 
throughout the show, in-
cluding by sponsors which 
include Metro Cred-
it Union, Today’s Auto 
Body, Madelyn Garcia 
Real Estate, East Cam-
bridge Savings Bank, Kra-
zy Kats Embroidery, and 
Kayem Foods.

Casino stepping down as council clerk at end of year

Lynn man arrested in connection 
with Washington Ave. shooting

Special permit likely to expire on Forbes site
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By Adam Swift

Chelsea Black Com-
munity/Chelsea Young 
Adult Alliance focused 
on public health with their 
latest virtual community 
conversation on Tuesday 
evening. 

The groups have been 
meeting with city and 
school departments to dis-
cuss the progress since the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment of 2020. Tuesday, 
Chelsea Public Health Di-
rector Flor Amaya high-
lighted how the city’s vac-
cination efforts during the 
Covid-19 pandemic can 
serve as a model for ad-
dressing a wide range of 
public health issues, espe-
cially for the city’s BIPOC 
population.

“I think the way the 
community approached 
Covid vaccination rates 
was an example of how 
to bring health equity into 
the forefront,” said Ama-
ya. “Representation is 
really important for trust 
building, so really rely-
ing on our trusted leaders, 
community based orga-
nizations to really help 
out with that messaging. 
It’s important to contin-
ue assessing what are the 
barriers even when ac-
cess is there for people to 
go through the door and 
get the services that they 
need.”

The community meet-

ings allow each depart-
ment to publicly discuss 
its efforts to address dis-
parities, highlight prog-
ress made in the last two 
years, and share plans of 
action and goals to reduce 
community and systemic 
inequalities over the next 
three months.

Amaya said she is proud 
of the way the city came 
together to ensure Chelsea 
ended up with one of the 
highest vaccination rates 
in the state, adding that 
the cooperation can be a 
starting point in address-
ing equity in public health 
issues.

“When I think of the 
future of the public health 
department, it’s really us-
ing that as the jumpstart, 
the platform,” Amaya 
said.

Addressing public 
health issues, especial-
ly those that impact tra-
ditionally marginalized 
communities, will take 
continued cooperation and 
outreach between city de-
partments and outside pro-
viders and organizations, 
Amaya said.

“Public health is an in-
tersection of our lived en-
vironment, and it’s not just 
one department making it 
all happen, it would be im-
possible, the department 
of public health in Chelsea 
is literally two people,” 
said Amaya. “It really 
takes all of us, because if 

we are thinking of health 
equity, it is individuals’ 
ability to achieve their 
maximum health potential 
without being impacted or 
disadvantaged by social 
systems that are in place. 
We can only achieve that 
by working across de-
partments and across the 
different structures that 
create a public health sys-
tem.”

During a robust ques-
tion and answer session, 
Amaya was asked about 
the steps the public health 
department and the city 
are taking to address men-
tal health issues in the city.

“When you are primar-
ily a BIPOC environment, 
you tend to see mental ill-
ness among BIPOC indi-
viduals, it’s criminalized 
sometimes,” said Jayde 
Umemba of the CBC. 

Amaya said the city 
currently contracts with 
CAPIC to provide wrap-

around services including 
health services and clini-
cal care. She said the city 
also has a Navigator pro-
gram where people can 
respond to and identify 
avenues of help for resi-
dents who may have men-
tal health issues.

“They are currently out 
in the community, build-
ing trust with a ‘hello, hi, 
how are you,’ because it 
takes time for our resi-
dents who are suffering 
from substance use disor-
ders and mental illness to 
trust individuals and trust 
that we are there for their 
best interests,” Amaya 
said. “Through this pipe-
line, through identifying 
residents who may need 
help, building that trust, I 
think they are able to bet-
ter refer them, whether it 
is to counseling at Suffolk 
Mental Health or for im-
mediate acute response.”
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Guest Op-ed

Finding hope and life before death
Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Most of us have won-
dered about life beyond 
the grave. Many today are 
in search of life before the 
grave. Given what many 
people traditionally be-
lieve about heaven, eter-
nity and life beyond, it 
would certainly seem very 
valuable to think about 
a life beyond. However, 
what about life here?

The Ukrainian people 
wake up every day to fight, 
survive or hide another 
day. They fight for life and 
freedom. Why? Life and 
freedom are worth some-
thing. 

How much are life and 
freedom worth? What 
does it mean to you to 
hug your spouse or loved 
one? How much do you 
enjoy laughing with fam-
ily, friends or at a funny tv 
show? How good does it 
feel to do something you 
enjoy? Cooking a meal, 
music, reading, your faith 

assembly, grandkids or 
enjoying a sunny or rainy 
day. Life is living and en-
joying our living. 

God didn’t make us to 
be miserable. We make 
ourselves miserable. Sick-
ness makes us miserable. 
Addictions destroy us and 
others. Death of the peo-
ple we love zaps us and 
creates major voids in our 
lives. Yet, life can only be 
lived forward and often 
this is where we get stuck. 
Too often we put our cars 
in park and start watch-
ing the world go by us. 
We look in the rear view 
mirror. Life is whizzing 
by and we can’t seem to 
get our foot back on the 
accelerator to start mov-
ing again.  This becomes a 
very stagnate and unhappy 
way to live. Actually, it’s 
not a life at all. 

Living before you die 
must have some routine. 
Go to work. Go some-
place. Do something. It 

doesn’t have to be exotic 
or glorious. Often routine 
is the same thing every 
day. There is some peace 
in routine. When our rou-
tine and entire lives are 
shaken, like what is hap-
pening in Ukraine, then 
every minute is about sur-
viving another day. 

Survival mode for you 
may be doctor’s visits. 
Making a plan for the 
next five years or year of 
your life. Reconnecting to 
some family or a friend or 
two. Making peace with 
the past and embracing 
today. 

The key word for life is 
hope. Peace is another key 
word but peace doesn’t 
exist without hope. If we 
have hope we can look 
forward to life. We hope 
we have enough health. 
We hope we have enough 
money. The people of 
Ukraine have hope they 
can overcome Russia. 
This keeps many of them 

going. Many have fled the 
country in search of hope. 

Find the hope you need 
to embrace the rest of 
your life. Hope in family, 
friends, hobbies and much 
more is good. Just be very 
aware, even they may dis-
appoint you. Mainly, find 
hope in you. God didn’t 
make junk. Too often, 
life, events, mistakes, and 
sometimes even people 
we are close to make it 
difficult for us to see our 
worth and it tarnishes our 
spirit. 

Hope is an inside job 
that starts now.  

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

OUR DRIVING IS WORSE 
THAN EVER, SO 

THIS IS NO TIME TO          

REDUCE TRAFFIC STOPS

Pundits and some politicians recently have been call-
ing for a reduction in the enforcement of minor traffic 
offenses by our police.

We respectfully, and strongly, disagree.
Thanks to a number of factors, our roadways are more 

dangerous than ever. In 2020, there were 38,680 deaths 
on U.S. roadways, the most since 2007, even though 
pandemic precautions had dramatically reduced driving 
because people were staying at home.

In 2021, overall traffic fatalities continued to rise at a 
record pace. Nearly 32,000 people were killed in vehi-
cle crashes in the first nine months of 2021, a 12 percent 
increase from the same period in 2020, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

It was the highest number of fatalities during the first 
nine months of any year since 2006 and the highest per-
centage increase during the first nine months of a year 
in the reporting system’s history.  

Why are Americans driving more recklessly than 
ever?

We believe a number of factors are at play, including 
an increase in drug and alcohol use during the pandem-
ic, the decline in the use of seat belts, a huge increase 
in distracted driving because of the use of electronic de-
vices, and a general disdain for societal restrictions that 
have spilled-over into a disregard for speed limits, stop 
signs, etc. on our roadways.

The rise in motor vehicle deaths follows other pan-
demic-era trends: Alcohol sales have soared, drug over-
doses have set new records, and homicides have seen 
their biggest year-over-year increase on record.

In light of these alarming trends and statistics, sug-
gesting that our police should curtail traffic-law en-
forcement is nonsensical. 

We realize that routine traffic stops often are fraught 
with peril, both for the officers and for members of the 
public, as happened once again with the recent tragic 
shooting of a Black man by a white officer in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.

However, in an interview with 60 Minutes on Sun-
day, the new mayor of New York, Eric Adams, noted 
that we must do more to ensure that effective police 
enforcement is coupled with respectful, non-abusive 
police behavior. Those concepts are not inherently mu-
tually-exclusive.

Moreover, said Adams, “If you don’t have public 
safety, everything crumbles.”

The ancient Romans put it this way, “Let the safety of 
the people be the highest law of the land.”

That is as true today as it was 2100 years ago -- and 
that is especially true on our streets and highways.

 PUTIN’S UKRAINIAN    
GENOCIDE

If you listen to chatter of the pundits and politicians, 
there seems to a debate about whether Russia is engag-
ing in genocide in Ukraine.

Obviously, we aren’t experts in international law. So 
we looked up the defiition of genocide according to the 
Genocide Convention, which came together in the af-
termath of WWII.

Genocide is defined as any of the following acts com-
mitted with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a na-
tional, ethnic, racial, or religious group: 

-- Killing members of the group;
-- Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members 

of the group; or
-- Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of 

life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part.

Putin is perpetrating all of these acts upon the people 
of Ukraine. From the outset of the invasion, he said that 
Ukraine “is not even a country” and that Russia needed 
to “de-Nazify” it -- codewords for obliterating Ukraine 
and its people.

Russian forces are indiscriminately bombing, mur-
dering, torturing, starving, and raping civilians. Russian 
forces have herded hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian 
citizens onto trains and forcibly transported them to 
central Russia, where they await an uncertain fate. 

The ceaseless bombing campaign against non-mili-
tary targets has the only goal of wiping Ukrainian cities 
and towns from the face of the earth. Russian soldiers 
even have been going into libraries and destroying any 
books written in the Ukrainian language.

In short, Vladimir Putin is the 21st century equiva-
lent of Hitler and Stalin, both of whom were genocidal 
sociopaths.

We hope and pray that our government and the rest 
of the civilized world will do everything conceivable to 
stop Putin’s barbarous genocide of the Ukrainian peo-
ple.

Community forum focuses on public health
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to run for this newly creat-
ed state representative seat 
for Chelsea and Everett.

She highlighted some 

of her accomplishments as 
a city councilor, including 
a $5 million dollar invest-
ment in Chelsea’s down-

town, $14k grants for 
small businesses to refur-
bish their storefronts, rent-
al assistance regardless of 
immigration status, and a 
$1.5 million COVID-19 
small business emergency 
relief fund.

“For generations, Chel-
sea and Everett have been 
denied a chair at the table 
where decisions get made. 
Now we get a chair. And 
to make the most of it – to 
capitalize on this histo-
ry-making moment – we 
need to make sure the per-
son sitting in it has the ex-
perience and expertise, the 
track record and the rela-
tionships, the connections 
and the trust to make sure 
the voices of this commu-
nity come with her. And 
yes – I said ‘her.’ Because 
I am the one, and together 
we will make history.”

The Democratic prima-
ry for 11th Suffolk will be 
on September 6, 2022, and 
the general election will 
be on November 8, 2022.

Learn more at electju-
dithgarcia.com.

Garcia / Continued from page 1

Public Schools, which he 
cites as the reason he re-
ceived a full scholarship 
to Bucknell University. He 
acknowledged García’s 
contribution to Chelsea’s 
public schools, her work 
“on the frontlines of the 
battle with COVID-19,” 
and her “willingness to 
fight for our community” 
as he invited García to 
speak.

García related her life-
long commitment to her 
community, recalling that 
“the minute I left Chelsea 
High School to attend col-
lege – I knew I wanted to 
come back to Chelsea to 
take a stand against the 
inequalities that are root-
ed in our community. So 
after college, I returned to 
Chelsea to help hundreds 
of families secure free or 
affordable health insur-
ance.

And in 2015, seeing 
the lack of representa-
tion at the city council, I 
stepped up and decided 
to run for office. There 
is no better way to make 
changes than being part 
of the change. As one of 
the youngest candidates 
in the history of Chelsea, I 
went out there and did the 
work, earned the votes, 
and together we ran and 
we won!” Her city council 

race would not be her first 
history-making campaign. 
García is currently the first 
woman and the first Latina 

State Representative Candidate Judith Garcia is pictured with some of the many friends and supporters who attended her Campaign Kickoff Dinner April 
15 at Tu Casa Restaurant.

Karla Lopez (and baby), Cindy Teshe, Candidate for State Representative Judith Garcia, Dulce Custodio, Marta Bayles, 
Claudia Alcazar, and Liset Alcazar.

Dania La Catrachita was 
the featured singer at the 
Campaign Kickoff for Judith 
Garcia.

State Representative Candidate Judith Garcia, with Frander 
Dubon and Jose Dubon.

Judith Garcia, candidate for state representative, with 
supporters, Cindy Teshe and Manuel Teshe.

District 5 Councilor Judith Garcia, candidate for state rep-
resentative, with campaign supporter, Halida Huzeirovic.

From left, Abigail Hanson, Alejandro Perez, Diego Moreno, Judith Garcia, Anna Sophie 
Tinneny, and Ramon Soto.

From left, Lizet Vazquez, Martha Alcazar, Candidate for State Representative Judith Garcia, 
Jarisel Vazquez, and Claudia Carreto.

Vote
Judith García
Tuesday, Sept. 6th

Vote

www.electjudithgarcia.com Paid political advertisement
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CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

New Pool installed New Pool installed 
in in 6-86-8 weeks! weeks!

Get ready 
for summer

Call COSMO pools 
to help make THIS 
summer’S safety 

a priority!
CALL 781-284-7549! OVER 60 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

pool
openings

in 1 
day!!

TEMPLE EMMANUEL HOLDS PASSOVER SEDER

Temple Emmanuel cel-
ebrated Passover with a 
festive seder on the sec-
ond night of the Jewish 
holiday.

Rabbi Oksana Chap-
man led the group in 
blessings and songs from 
the Haggadah.

Temple President Sara 
Lee Callahan thanked the 
members of the congrega-
tion and other guests for 
their continuing support 
of the synagogue.

Murray Novak and Dotty 
Novak, pictured with Bar-
bara Kamens at the Temple 
Emmanuel Passsover Seder.

Sharon Minkovitz and Carl 
Minkovitz, enjoying the 
Passover Seder at Temple 
Emmanuel.

Temple Emmanuel Pres-
ident Sara Lee Callahan 
greets Elijah the Prophet at 
the Passover Seder.

David McKeough, Esther Berkowitz, Sue Huberman, and 
Sharon Minkovitz, pictured at the Passover Seder at Tem-
ple Emmanuel.

Seated, Sheldon Young, Jordan Young, Sandra Padulsky, and Morton Padulsky. Standing, 
Lynda Diamond, Sarah Diamond, Karen Poverman, and Steven Poverman.

The leaders of Temple Emmanuel’s Passover Seder, Temple President Sara Lee Callahan, 
Esther Berkowitz, Rabbi Oksana Chapman, Steve Vider, Cindy Millman, and Dotty Novak.

Samantha Buntich, Adam Beairsto, Rachael Beairsto, Ellen Goldstick, Sue Huberman, and 
Sam McSweeney.

Sarah Diamond (right) and members of the Kaufman family led the guests in performing 
Passover songs.

The Kaufman and McKeough families are pictured during the Passover Seder at Temple 
Emmanuel.

Seated, Edythe Shuman, Charlie Drector, Murray Novak, and Dotty Novak. Standing, Louis 
Abrams, Steve Vider, Cindy Millman, and Beverly Feinstein.

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

Celebrating 79 Years in Revere

Spring has 
arrived

• Oil Change • Tire Rotation
Inspection Station

AC Recharge

Get Ready to ROAD TRIP
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CHs rouNdup

CHS IN SOFTBALL ACTION AGAINST LYNN CLASSICAL

Janeishelly Morales 
blasted a home run, but it 
was not enough as Chel-
sea fell to Lynn Classical 
16-1 in softball Monday 
at Carter Field.

 MAKING THE PLAY:  Shortstop Yareliz Gonzalez Falcon 
prepares to throw to first base.

HOMEWARD BOUND:  Janeishelly Morales rounds third as coach Gena Restaino gives her 
the go sign for Morales inside-the-park homerun.

 HOT CORNER:  Third baseman Adriana Canelas makes a 
play at third base.

TAKING A LEAD:  Emily Rojop Lopez(29), who had walked, 
takes a lead off first base

SOLID STOP:  Second baseman Ada Figueroa sets herself 
as she fields a ground ball.

STRONG SWING:  Adriana Canelas takes her swing at a 
pitch.

DEFENSIVE EFFORT:  Pitcher Janeishelly Morales comes off 
mound to field a slow roller back to the box.

ON THE PLATE:  Pitcher Janeishelly Morales fires a strike.

 CHASING IT DOWN:  Rightfielder Marilin Esmerelda 
Romero chases after a fly ball that sailed past her for an 
extra-base hit.

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA

CHS GIRLS TRACK 
TEAM CRUISES TO 
90-31 WIN

The Chelsea High 
girls outdoor track and 
field team handily dis-
patched Greater Boston 
League rival Somerville, 
91-30, this past Thursday.

The Lady Red Devils 
captured 10 of the 14 indi-
vidual events.

Gizelle Rodriguez was 
a stellar performer for 
Chelsea. Gizelle took first 
place in the javelin with 
a throw of 88’-5.5”; first 
in the 100 dash; first in 
the 800 in 2:33.9; and sec-
ond in the long jump with 
a flight of 14’-1” to tally 
18 points on the day.

Jasmine Maradiaga won 
two events, the high jump 
with a leap of 4’-4” and the 
400 meter hurdles in a time 
of 80.5. Jasmine also took 
second in the 400 dash in 
73.9 to record 13 points for 
the Chelsea cause.

Kiara Ramirez was a 
double-winner, topping the 
field in the shot-put with a 
toss of 24’-7” and the dis-
cus with a spin of 53’-11.”

Valerie Ramirez fin-
ished first in the triple 

jump with a final landing 
of 27’-4” and grabbed sec-
ond in the 100 dash. 

Giselle Olivar captured 
the 100 high hurdles in a 
time of 19.5 and took sec-
ond in the 400 hurdles in a 
clocking of 82.9.

Holly Hatleberg earned 
first in the two-mile run 
with a clocking of 16:59.8.

The Lady Red Devils 
also won both the 4 x 100 
and 4 x 400 relays.

Adding three points to 
the CHS side of the score-
sheet with second-place 
performances were: La-
mari Davis in the shot 
with a throw of 24’-4”; 
Angelina Agostini in the 
discus with a toss of 53’-
8”; Darily Sanchez in the 
javelin with a throw of 
63’-1” and in the 200 dash 
in a time of 29.1; Lauren 
Nadow in the 100 hurdles 
in 22.8; and Rosalinda Ro-
jas in the mile in 7:01.7; 

Contributing sin-
gle points with third-
place performances were: 
Davis in the discus (53’-
5”); Nadow in the javelin 
(49’-4.5”); Keri Hernan-
dez in the 100 dash and 
the 200 dash (33.7); Jada 
Amezquita in the 400 dash 

(81.4); and Reina Moreira 
in the 800 (3:19.1).

Coach Cesar Hernandez 
and his crew are sched-
uled to host Everett today 
(Thursday) and Malden 
next Thursday at Chelsea 
Stadium.

BOYS TRACK 
TEAM BATTLES 
SOMERVILLE

Although the Chelsea 
High boys outdoor track 
and field team came up 
on the short end of a 77-
58 decision at Somerville 
last Thursday, a number of 
coach Cesar Hernandez’s 
Red Devil squad turned in 
outstanding performances.

Emmanuel Simon 
scored 14 points for Chel-
sea. Emmanuel won the 
triple jump with a distance 
of 39’-9” and took the 100 
dash with a sprint of 11.6; 
grabbed second in the 200 
dash in 24.5; and took 
third in the long jump with 
a leap of 18’-1.5”.

Ali Warsame also had a 
nice day. Ali captured the 
long jump with a flight 
of 20’-5.5”; took second 
in the 400 dash in 53.8 
(which was just 0.2 behind 

the winner); and took third 
in the triple jump (37’-
10”) for a total of nine 
points.

Markland Richards won 
the shot-put with a toss of 
39’-0.5”

Adding three points to 
the Chelsea tally with sec-
ond-place finishes were: 
Henry Martinez in the 
shot-put with a throw of 
33’-9.75”; Jeffrey Ponce 
in the discus with a spin 
of 85’-1”; Carlos Jiminez 
Flores in the javelin with 
a throw of 114’-9”; Nate 
Nadow in the 400 hurdles 
in a clocking of 67.5; Gary 
Giron in the 100 hurdles 
with a time of 19.4; Alex-
ander Estrada in the mile 
in 5:15.3; and Ian Padilla 
in the two-mile in 11:36.5.

Contributing single 
points with third-place 
performances were: Nasir 
Adams in the 200 dash 
(25.3); Nadow in the 800 
(2:18.9); Alejandro Zepe-
da in the mile (5:24); and 
Johnny Maldonado in the 
two-mile in 12:30.5.

The Red Devils are 
scheduled to host Ever-
ett today (Thursday) and 
Malden next Thursday at 
the stadium.
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SEND US 
YOUR NEWS

The Record 
encourages 

residents to submit 
engagement, 

wedding and birth 
announcements, 
news releases, 
business and 

education briefs, 
sports stories 
and photos for 

publication. Items 
should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items 
can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  

We also encourage 
readers to e-mail 
news releases and 

photos to 
stephen.quigley@
reverejournal.com

Courtesy photos

Local officials got to 
witness history with the 
Investiture of our sister 
in-service and friend U.S. 
Attorney Rachael Rollins. 
last Friday.

Rollins is a trailblazing 
champion for justice and 
is the first Black woman to 
serve the District of Mas-
sachusetts as an US Attor-
ney. 

Both Robinson and 
Avellaneda endorsed her 
as candidate for Suffolk 
County DA.

Early in the pandemic, 
Rollins and her DA staff 

Staff Report

MassDevelopment an-
nounced the availability 
of $500,000 in funding for 
a new round of the Trans-
formative Development 
Initiative (TDI) Creative 
Catalyst Grant, a compet-
itive grant program for 
eligible Gateway Cities 
that supports locally ini-
tiated, public-facing proj-
ects that advance arts- and 
culture-based economic 
development and neigh-
borhood revitalization. 
Individuals and organi-
zations proposing proj-
ects in and near current 
and former TDI districts 
in Attleboro, Barnstable, 
Brockton, Chelsea, Chi-
copee, Fall River, Haver-
hill, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Peabody, Pittsfield, Re-
vere, Worcester (Main 
South), and Worcester 
(Theatre District) are el-
igible to apply. Grant 
awards will range from 
approximately $20,000 
to $40,000 for individu-
al projects, and from ap-
proximately $60,000 to 
$100,000 for clusters of 
projects in the same geo-
graphic area.

“MassDevelopment’s 
intensive, hands-on Trans-
formative Development 
Initiative for Gateway 
Cities has become a prov-
en model for stimulating 
economic development 
in underinvested commu-
nities,” said Housing and 
Economic Development 
Secretary Mike Ken-
nealy, who serves as chair 
of MassDevelopment’s 
Board of Directors. “With 
the support of the Barr 
Foundation, MassDevel-
opment has been able to 
help Gateway Cities fos-
ter art and creative infra-
structure as a mechanism 
to hone their identity and 
drive place-based eco-
nomic growth.”

“If you have an idea for 
an arts or cultural project 
that will build vibrancy 
and community in a Gate-
way City downtown or 
neighborhood commercial 
center, our TDI Creative 
Catalyst Grant can pro-
vide the flexible resources 
to turn that concept into 
reality,” said MassDe-
velopment President and 
CEO Dan Rivera. “Mass-
Development is grateful 
for the continued support 
of the Barr Foundation as 
we center arts and culture 
in our efforts to advance 
economic growth in Gate-
way Cities.”

Launched in 2019, 
MassDevelopment’s TDI 
Creative Catalyst Grant 
is made possible by the 
Barr Foundation, which 
has awarded $4.4 million 

since 2019 to MassDe-
velopment to create and 
administer arts-based pro-
gramming for Gateway 
Cities. Through its first 
two rounds, TDI Creative 
Catalyst Grant has award-
ed $960,000 in grants to 
17 organizations to sup-
port public art, communi-
ty theatres, public markets 
and gardens, artist spaces, 
and other projects.

“We are excited to sup-
port the Creative Catalyst 
Grant program to fund lo-
cally-led projects in Gate-
way Cities that engage 
residents, test out new 
ideas, and support local 
artists and creative entre-
preneurs,” said Barr Foun-
dation Senior Program Of-
ficer for Arts & Creativity 
Giles Li. “Massachusetts’ 
cities are stronger and 
more connected when 
communities are able to 
invest in themselves.”

Applicants for the new 
round can find the full Re-
quest for Proposals and 
details about upcoming 
informational webinars 
at massdevelopment.com/
TDICCG. Applications 
are due by May 18, 2022 
at 11:59 p.m.

MassDevelopment’s 
Transformative Develop-
ment Initiative works with 
cross-sector partnerships 
in targeted commercial 
districts in Gateway Cities 
in order to engage com-
munity members, imple-
ment local economic de-
velopment initiatives, and 
spur further public and 
private investment. Since 
2015, MassDevelopment 
has invested $20 million 
in TDI districts through 
tools such as technical as-

sistance, real estate invest-
ments, grant programs, 
and fellows who work in 
the districts. That invest-
ment has directly influ-
enced over $100.2 million 
in public and private in-
vestments in the districts, 
and assisted an additional 
$219.9 million.

Defined by the Massa-
chusetts General Laws, 
Gateway Cities are small 
to midsized cities in Mas-
sachusetts (population 
of between 35,000 and 
250,000) that anchor re-
gional economies around 
the state, with below state 
average household in-
comes and educational at-
tainment rates. The Legis-
lature defines 26 Gateway 
Cities in Massachusetts, 
including Attleboro, Barn-
stable, Brockton, Chelsea, 
Chicopee, Everett, Fall 
River, Fitchburg, Haver-
hill, Holyoke, Lawrence, 
Leominster, Lowell, Lynn, 
Malden, Methuen, New 
Bedford, Peabody, Pitts-
field, Quincy, Revere, Sa-
lem, Springfield, Taunton, 
Westfield, and Worcester.

MassDeve lopment , 
the state’s development 
finance agency and land 
bank, works with busi-
nesses, nonprofits, banks, 
and communities to stim-
ulate economic growth 
across the Common-
wealth. During FY2021, 
MassDevelopment fi-
nanced or managed 416 
projects generating invest-
ment of more than $1.86 
billion in the Massachu-
setts economy. These proj-
ects are estimated to create 
or support 6,578 jobs and 
build or preserve 1,909 
housing units.

Apollinaire Theatre Company in Chelsea used a portion of 
a $75,000 TDI Creative Catalyst grant awarded last year to 
develop an interactive performance of “Romeo and Juliet” 
throughout downtown Chelsea, which took place in Au-
gust 2021 and served as a proof of concept for the city and 
neighboring businesses by chronicling how temporary 
street closures promoted foot traffic through the Broad-
way Corridor.
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MassDevelopment announces another 
round of TDI Creative Catalyst grants

Roy Avellaneda with U.S. Attorney General Rachel Rollins, Kim Janey and Chelsea Council-
or Leo Robinson.

William Weld and Roy Avellaneda.

ROLLINS OFFICIALLY SWORN IN AS 
US ATTORNEY GENERAL

Rachel Rollins takes the Oath of office beside her daughter and nieces. 

were regular volunteers 
at La Colaborativa food 

pantry.

Chelsea High School Director of Athletics Amanda Alpert 
(right) was the recipient of the Endicott College School of 
Sport Science’s Alumni Graduate Sport Leadership Award. 
Alpert was honored for her exceptional “leadership, guid-
ance, and service within the sports industry.” In addition 
to having a distinguished career in the fields of athletics 
and education, Alpert is also an outstanding professional 
football player for the Boston Renegades, helping the 
team win several national championships.

CHS ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
AMANDA ALPERT RECEIVES 

ENDICOTT SPORTS LEADERSHIP AWARD
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OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

VOZZELLA GRANITE INDUSTRIESVOZZELLA GRANITE INDUSTRIES

vozzellagraniteindustries.com • 617•592•2209

CEMETERY LETTERS | GRAVE STONES
MONUMENT CLEANING

To place a  memoriam 
please call 781-485-0588

CHELSEA’S BONGIOVANNI, MALTEZ COMPLETE BOSTON MARATHON RUN

Roseann Bongiovanni stops at Mile 17.5 to greet her hus-
band, Sandro, and children, Luca and Louisa.

GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni and 
Reading Town Manager Fidel Maltez share a few smiles 
with Fidel’s family and friends, Luca Shoaf-Kozak, Maria 
Belen Power, Maya Power-Maltez, and Joaquin Shoaf-
Kozak.

GreenRoots Board Vice Chair Grace Muwin and Stacy 
Amaral watch the Marathon at the hills in Newton.

Roseann Bongiovanni and Fidel Maltez, with some of their supporters at the Boston Marathon, including GreenRoots 
Vice Chair Sandra Perdomo and her daughter, Arianna. 

GREENROOTS PLANTS TREES ON MAVERICK STREET

Volunteers assisted GreenRoots in its cleanup effort near City Hall on Earth Day, April 22. 

Roseann Bongiovanni, with her husband, Sandro, children, 
Louisa and Luca, and parents, Nino Bongiovanni and Don-
na Bongiovanni, after completing her in the 76th Boston 
Marathon on April 18.

On Friday, together with the Chelsea DPW and the state 
DCR’s Greening the Gateway Program, GreenRoots planted 
47 trees on Maverick Street in Chelsea.

GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni 
(right) and Associate Executive Director Maria Belen Power 
(left) welcome Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley to an En-
ergy Justice event at GreenRoots headquarters in Chelsea.

GREENROOTS WELCOMES 
CONGRESSWOMAN PRESSLEY
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DAY SQUARE 
PROJECT APPROVED

EAST BOSTON - At 
its April board meeting 
the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency 
(BPDA) approved the 
large mixed-use develop-
ment pitched for the Day 
Square area. 

Developer Redgate 
submitted a Project No-
tification Form with the 
BPDA last year and wants 
to transform a 50,000 
square foot lot at 355 Ben-
nington St. into a six-sto-
ry building containing 
the 170 dwelling units, 
ground floor retail, acces-
sory parking, and ameni-
ties and services for build-
ing residents. The rental 
housing project includes 
82 parking spaces and the 
7,000 square foot retail 
space. 

The site, which current-
ly houses a single-story 
commercial business and 
paved lot, is bounded by 
Bremen Street, Benning-
ton Street, the Martin A. 
Coughlin Bypass Road, 
and Excel Academy Char-
ter School. 

Redgate plans to de-
molish the existing build-
ing and construct the new 
six-story building. 

After a few initial 
community meetings the 
developer has already 
dropped the number of 
units from 180 to 170 and 
concluded an online sur-
vey to get feedback from 
residents on what they 
would like to see happen 
at the site. The survey 
asked residents what ame-
nities, benefits, changes, 
additions, retail space 
uses and improvements 
that can be made in Day 
Square to make it more 
user friendly. 

In its approval state-
ment the BPDA wrote the 
site is, “an underutilized 
lot on the eastern edge of 
East Boston’s Day Square 
will be redeveloped to 
provide 170 new residen-
tial units, including 24 
income-restricted units, 
while unlocking key pe-
destrian and transit con-

nections in East Boston”. 
“The project site at 355 

Bennington is critical to 
the community vision laid 
out in PLAN: East Bos-
ton, an active planning ini-
tiative led by the BPDA, 
to connect the Mary El-
len Welch Greenway and 
the Silver Line to Day 
Square,” wrote the BPDA. 
“Also in line with PLAN: 
East Boston, the develop-
er has agreed to construct 
streetscape improvements 
along Bennington and 
Bremen Streets to support 
the revitalization of Day 
Square and to establish 
the new pedestrian and 
bicycle amenities in the 
neighborhood.

HEARING      
ABOUT CIP

EVERETT - With the 
Everett School Committee 
ready to discuss and possi-
bly vote on the upcoming 
budget that will total more 
than $108 million at its 
meeting on April 25, the 
Capital Improvement Pro-
gram (CIP) will certainly 
be a major topic of discus-
sion.

At the meeting on April 
11, School Committee 
members heard from As-
sistant Superintendent 
Charles Obremski about 
the many projects that 
are being planned for the 
budgets covering Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2023 through 
FY2027. 

With overcrowding 
occurring in almost ev-
ery school in the city, 
Obremski was seeking to 
earmark more than $2M 
for modular classrooms 
at the Keverian School.  
Currently, the Keverian, 
which was built to hold 
650 students,  already is 
more than 300 students 
over its capacity.

Committeeman Mi-
chael McLaughlin seemed 
to echo his colleagues re-
garding the CIP presenta-
tion by Obremski.

“This is a great plan,’ 
he said. “However, there 
is an immediate need for 
handicapped accessibility 

at the Parlin Junior High 
School.”

Obremski had ear-
marked between 
$2M-$3.5M to make 
Parlin handicapped-acces-
sible in the FY25 budget.  
However, the unofficial 
consensus among the 
committee was to move 
this Parlin project up on 
the time list and to be ac-
complished this year.

The FY23 CIP of more 
than $6.7M includes many 
regularly-scheduled main-
tenance projects through 
the district, such as repair-
ing the leaking roof over 
the gymnasium at Everett 
High School, updating the 
phone system, repairing 
the Webster School roof, 
replacing the gym floor at 
the Whittier School, and 
repairing the kitchen area 
appliances at the Lafayette 
School.

Obremski noted that 
all of these maintenance 
projects are sorely needed 
and that many of the items 
on the list, such as the 
gym floor at the Whittier 
School (which is 44 years 
old), already have exceed-
ed their projected useful 
life.

Although the FY23 CIP 
will see the largest expen-
ditures of CIP monies, 
in FY24 the request will 
be for more than $2.6M; 
in FY25, the figure will 
be more than $5M; in 
FY26, more than $2.2M; 
and in FY27, more than 
$700,000.

Another area in which 
School Committee mem-
bers expressed concern 
was whether there is a 
plan to maintain student 
learning  after the Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
(ESSER) funds come to 
an end in the near future.

Like many communi-
ties, some Everett students 
find themselves behind 
academically because of 
the pandemic.  Present-
ly, school officials have 
availed themselves of the 
ESSER funds that pay for 
more teachers to help stu-
dents who are academical-

ly behind.
In this school year, the 

Everett Public Schools 
will receive more than 
$10M to fund the extra 
teachers that focus on 
having students catch up 
on the learning loss.

“ESSER will end and 
these services will have to 
be subtracted, or we will 
have to subtract another 
service,” said Superinten-
dent of Schools Priya Tah-
liani. 

“Tough budget cuts are 
ahead,” Tahiliani added. 
“We need to advocate for 
the students. We need to 
lobby the City Council.”

“We should not look 
to cut, but advocate for 
more money,”  said com-
mittee member Marcony 
Barros, referring to when 
the School Department 
appears before the City 
Council at budget time.

Committee member Sa-
matha Lambert reminded 
her colleagues, “Students 
are not impacted equally. 
There are many dispari-
ties.”

“We need to create bet-
ter opportunities,” com-
mittee member Michael 
Mangan added. “There is 
so much new tax revenue 
from developments that 
will increase our school 
population.”

In other matters, the 
committee voted against 
giving Malden Transpor-
tation (MT) a five percent 
fuel surcharge that the 
company had request-
ed.  It was pointed out 
the present contract does 
not provide for a fuel sur-
charge, and so the com-
mittee would have to re-
word the present contract 
in order to accommodate 
this extra expense.

McLaughlin noted that 
Malden Transportation 
are “good partners,” but 
Barrios pointed out that 
the city paid the company 
when COVID hit, even 
though there was no ser-
vice being provided.

“MT does a great job,” 
said Barrios, but suggest-
ed that inasmuch as “the 
higher prices are affecting 
their profit, we should not 
agree.”

Lambert wanted more 
figures and urged her col-
leagues to wait until the 
information is provided. 
The motion then failed by 
a vote of 6-3.

O’SHEA HOLDS 
CAMPAIGN 
KICKOFF

LYNN - Lynn native 
James O’Shea, candidate 
for Essex County district 
attorney, held a campaign 
kickoff reception April 13 
at Kowloon in Saugus.

A very enthusias-
tic, standing-room-on-
ly crowd of supporters 
packed the upstairs func-
tion hall for the event.

Attorney Kevin Fo-
ley introduced attorney 
O’Shea for his remarks.

“It’s great to see all of 
you here and to have so 
many people interested in 
the O’Shea for DA cam-
paign,” began Foley. “I’ve 
known Jim for more than 
15 years and feel very 
strongly about his candi-
dacy. The idea of running 
for district attorney wasn’t 
just something that devel-
oped in the last couple of 
months when Jon Blodgett 
announced he was not 
seeking re-election. James 
has had a long deeply held 
desire to serve. He felt 
like with his experience 
and background, he could 
make a real difference as 
district attorney.”

Foley also highlight-
ed O’Shea’s 24 years of 
experience as a criminal 
defense attorney in Mas-
sachusetts.

“He has had cases 
in every court in Essex 
County and he knows ev-
ery assistant district attor-
ney in Essex County on a 
first-name basis, and they 
know him,” said Foley.

 O’Shea, who was 
joined at the event by 
his wife Tara, and their 
daughters, Bella and 
Jamison, and his siblings, 
delivered an inspiring 
address that garnered ap-
plause at certain points for 
his remarks. He stressed 
unity and praised first re-
sponders “who have the 

courage to put their lives 
on the line every day.”

O’Shea also offered, 
“You know that I have a 
strong feeling for fairness, 
that I’m passionate about 
these issues, represent-
ing my clients, represent-
ing immigrants, and I’ve 
worked with the police for 
24 years. This campaign 
is going to be more about 
uniting people than divid-
ing people.”

In concluding, O’Shea 
said, “I want to thank my 
brothers and sisters, my 
family who has been a 
support to me. My entire 
life I’ve stood on their 
shoulders. I am the young-
est of Bill and Bev’s six 
children and from birth 
they have doted on me 
and protected me and tak-
en care of me and I think 
they’re getting kind of 
sick of it. Thank you for 
coming here and enjoy the 
rest of the night.” 

ZONING CHANGE 
DISCUSSIONS 
CONTINUE

REVERE - A tie goes 
to the runner in baseball, 
but a tie vote by a Coun-
cil subcommittee was not 
all that advantageous for 
the Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
Company of Boston who 
is hoping to open a rent-
al-car business on Squire 
Road at the former site of 
the Verizon store. 

However, the 3-3 vote 
by the Council’s Zoning 
Subcommittee – which 
despite the deadlock, is 
considered “not a favor-
able recommendation”– 
doesn’t preclude the mat-
ter from advancing to the 
full Council for a vote.

In fact, Council Pres-
ident Gerry Visconti ex-
pects the matter, which 
was tabled at the last 
meeting, to make its way 
to the full Council, possi-
bly at this Monday night’s 
meeting.

Attorney Nick Zazula 
and Enterprise Group Op-
erations Manager Doug 
Valeri appeared at the 
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By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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 JEFF BOWEN: 781-201-9488  
 SANDRA CASTILLO: 617-780-6988
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.

See CONSTRUCTION Page 3Sticky size: 3 in. x3 in.
Shown sized to scale above
covers approx. 2 columns

ANNUAL WINTHROP POLICE AND FIRE
HOCKEY GAME FOR AUTISM AWARENESS

Adrianna Castronova drops the ceremonial puck between Mike Connolly and her dad, Ste-
ven Castronova. Also shown are Winthrop Fire Chief Scott Wiley, Deputy Police Chief John 
Goodman and State Representative Jeff Turco. 

Kinsley Pitts who will be dropping the ceremonial puck is shown with her family, Albia 
Bondar, Brian Pitts, Jim and Karen Bennington, Kath Pitts and Al DeRico.
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Think about the last 
time a server placed a 
favorite meal in front of 
you. What did you take 
as your first bite? What 
did you combine to make 
a perfect bite? And, did 
you save some portion 
of that meal for your last 
bite?

For example, we love 
the fish and chips at 
Cornwall’s in Kenmore 
Square. For years we’ve 
realized that if there are 
fries on a plate, one of 
those will be our first 
bite. However, we differ 
in what we would add to 
that fry to make it a per-
fect bite. Ed will always 
dip it in ketchup, and 
Penny will opt for vin-
egar or brown gravy if 
that’s available. 

We’ve recognized that 
our choice is partly be-
cause the fries are piping 
hot and at their best, and 
the fish is probably too 

hot to eat right away. 
We enjoy explor-

ing this question with 
any meal. As for saving 
something for the last 
bite, neither of us does 
that, but we know that 
others do. So, if you have 
someone who shares food 
with you, you should ask 
before you scoff the last 
bite off their plate!

The Perfect Bite
Chefs put a lot of 

thought into their effort 
to create a plate of food 
where each element en-
hances the rest. You can 
gather forkfuls of food 
that recognize the poten-
tial flavor combinations 
in your search for a per-
fect bite. You might want 
to taste each element by 
itself first to know what 
you’ll be combining. 
Only you can decide 
what will be the ideal 
combination for you!

You can even have 
perfect bites of meals 

like sandwiches or piz-
za. Most of us custom-
ize these items as we or-
der them. However, you 
might prefer to bite the 
middle of a sandwich to 
have more filling and less 
crust. A crust-lover might 
not start a slice of pizza at 
the pointy end as most of 
us do. 

Different Perfect 
Bites!

Many cultures give 
eaters the ability to have 
many great bites during 
meals. Korean barbecue 
is a great example. The 
banchan served around 
the center grill are not 
appetizers. The dishes of 
kimchis, vegetables, and 
pickles let diners create 
one-bite lettuce wraps 
with the meat. They also 
serve as palate cleansers 
between bites.

An Indian meal will 
have chutneys, riatias, 
and pickles for the same 
purpose. A traditional 

Indian dinner is served 
from a communal ta-
ble and eaten with your 
clean, right hand. Diners 
break off pieces of bread 
and use them to pick up 
food and carry it to their 
mouths. Another option 
is to put some dal or cur-
ry on your serving of rice 
and use your fingers to 
gather a bite. While few 
of us follow this system 
when dining out in this 
country, we can prepare 
each forkful in the same 

spirit.
In the Middle East, 

the mezze table allows 
for the personalization 
of your meal. Sometimes 
mezze is served as a tray 
of appetizers to enjoy 
while waiting for a more 
substantial course. Or, it 
may be the entire meal if 
it includes heartier meat 
and vegetable dishes. 
Flatbreads served with 
these meals allow you to 
prepare different bites of 
food from the offerings.

Our final reason for 
creating different flavor 
combos with the food in 
front of us is slower and 
more mindful eating. 
We’ll derive more plea-
sure from the food we 
eat, feel full sooner, and 
prevent overeating. 

Do you have a ques-
tion or topic for Fresh & 
Local? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com 
with your suggestion.

FRESH & LOCAL

First Bite, Perfect Bite, Last Bite

First Bite? We admit we’d both grab a French fry. However, Ed would dip it in ketchup for a 
perfect bite, and Penny would sprinkle it with vinegar!

The Boston Bruins 
head into the last week of 
the 2021-22 season with a 
single home game remain-
ing – tonight (Thursday 
7:00pm) on TD Garden 
ice as they face the Buf-
falo Sabres who are cur-
rently riding a four-game 
win streak. The  Sabres’ 
leading scorer is Tage 
Thompson with 67 points 
(37 goals/30 assists), and 
the chance to hit the 40-
goal mark this season with 
two games remaining. To-
morrow (Friday 7:00pm), 
the locals close out their 
regular season on the road 
by taking on the ever-dan-
gerous Toronto Maple 
Leafs who are 7-2-1 in 
their last ten games. Hold-
ing on to second place in 
the Atlantic Division, To-
ronto has clinched home 
ice advantage for the first 
round, behind 60-goal 
scorer Auston Matthews. 
Matthews is the first Ma-
ple Leaf to reach 60 goals 
in franchise history. The 
matchup with Boston is 

important for Toronto, as 
they are presently just one 
point behind the Caroli-
na Hurricanes for second 
place in the Eastern Con-
ference. The Bruins can-
not finish lower than the 
first spot in the Wild Card 
standing as they hold a 
five-point advantage over 
the Washington Capitals. 
But, the Bs can advance 
up to third place if they 
win their two remaining 
games, and Tampa loses 
their two games against 
the Blue Jackets and the 
Islanders– just a long shot, 
but a possibility.

The Boston Bruins’ 
2021-22 season awards 
were handed out on Tues-
day, prior to their game 
with the Florida Panthers. 
Charlie McAvoy was the 
recipient of the Eddie 
Shore Award, given to the 
player who shows excep-
tional hustle and deter-
mination, chosen by the 
“Gallery Gods”. David 
Pastrnak is the winner of 
the Elizabeth Dufresne 

Trophy, awarded 
to the player 
exemplifying 
outstanding 
performance 
on home 
ice as deter-
mined by the 
Boston Chap-
ter of the Pro-
fessional Hockey 
Writers Association. This 
is the second time Pas-
ta has been named the 
Dufresne winner, having 
also earned the trophy in 
2019-20. Nick Foligno re-
ceived the John P. Bucyk 
Award for providing ex-
ceptional off-ice charita-
ble contributions. Finally, 
Pastrnak (First Star), Brad 
Marchand (Sec-
ond Star) and Patrice 
Bergeron (Third Star) 
were named the Bruins 
Three Stars, as selected 
by 98.5 The Sports Hub, 
for being top performers 
at home games over the 
course of a season. Eddie 
Shore Award: Bruins de-
fenseman Charlie McA-

voy was named by 
the “Gallery 

Gods” as the 
2021-22 Ed-
die Shore 
Award win-
ner. The 
6 - f o o t - 1 , 

2 1 1 - p o u n d 
d e f e n s e m a n , 

who played in his 
300th NHL game on April 
2, leads all Bruins de-
fenseman in goals (10), 
assists (45) and points 
(55). Elizabeth Dufresne 
Trophy: David Pastrnak 
was the Elizabeth Dufres-
ne Trophy recipient for 
the 2021-22 season. Play-
ing at TD Garden, Pastr-
nak has totaled 26 goals, 
18 assists, and 44 points 
through 36 games. John 
P. Bucyk Award: The 
award is named after Bru-
ins legend John P. Bucyk, 
who has just finished his 
63rd season with the orga-
nization. Nick Foligno re-
ceived the John P. Bucyk 
Award for his contribu-
tions in and around the 

Boston Community this 
season. Foligno has been 
involved in every virtual 
visit this season with local 
Boston area hospitals as 
well as the Bruins annual 
Toy Shopping event. In 
2020, Nick and his wife 
Janelle started The Heart’s 
Playbook Foundation in 
honor of their daughter 
Milana who has been bat-
tling heart disease since 
birth. The goal of their 
foundation is to help pa-
tients and families work 
with the best physicians, 
receive the best care and 
engage with the best tech-
nology in heart health, and 
be introduced to some of 
the most positive com-
munities so that they may 
have positive outcomes. 
The Foligno family par-
ticipated in Heart Health 
Night at TD Garden on 
April 12, providing gift 
bags to heart health pa-
tients and heart healthy 
recipes to share through-
out the Bruins game. 98.5 
The Sports Hub Three 

Stars: Bruins First Star 
David Pastrnak leads the 
team in goals (39) and 
is second on the team in 
points (73), as well as first 
in game-winning goals 
(7). Bruins Second Star 
Brad Marchand is first 
on the team in points (76) 
and assists (45), and sec-
ond on the team in goals 
(31). Third Star Patrice 
Bergeron is third on the 
team in assists (37) and 
points (59), and has the 
team’s highest rating of 
plus-21. 

In addition to those 
awards, Boston Bruins 
forward Jake DeBrusk is 
this season’s nominee for 
the Bill Masterton Tro-
phy given annually to the 
player “who best exempli-
fies the qualities of perse-
verance, professionalism, 
and dedication to hockey.” 
Okay, let’s move forward 
with the playoffs - set to 
begin on Monday, May 
2nd.

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins wind down – headed to playoffs

April 11 subcommittee 
meeting chaired by Coun-
cillor Patrick Keefe.

Zazula told the subcom-
mittee that the Planning 
Board voted unanimously 
March 1 to favorably rec-
ommend Enterprise’s bid 
for a zoning amendment.

Zazula also stated that 
Enterprise would commit 
to register 350 of its rental 
fleet vehicles in the City 
of Revere, “along with the 
accompanying excise tax-
es to the city in relation to 
a new location at Squire 
Road if the zoning amend-
ment was approved.”

Zazula added that En-
terprise would also contin-
ue to pay the Massachu-
setts surcharge for rental 
transactions and “also 
continue to pay the City of 
Revere surcharge of $10 
per rental transaction.”

Ward 6 Councillor 
Richard Serino voiced his 
support of the request by 
Enterprise, which has a 
sterling reputation in the 
car rental industry.

“With regard to Enter-
prise coming to Squire 
Road, first of all, it’s al-
ready in the city and sec-
ond of all, we as new 
councillors have these 
grandiose visions of 
Squire Road, and we think 
a lot of stuff is going to be 

developed and is coming 
down the road.

“Unfortunately, you 
look at Squire Road and 
the old Mobil Gas station 
has been vacant since 
2012 or 2013, so nine 
years – you have the Hon-
ey Dew [store] which soon 
could become a Popeye’s, 
but that’s been vacant for 
two years. The hotel way 
down Squire Road might 
or might not materialize. 
My point being is that we 
have had a lot of vacant 
lots on Squire Road for at 
least the past decade.”

Addressing Zazula and 
Valeri, Councillor Seri-
no said, “You guys have 
really worked to make 
this a better proposal than 
when it first came before 
us. And for those reasons 
and because I’d rather see 
something go there that’s 
going to produce money 
for the city than have that 
Verizon site sit vacant for 
another God knows how 
long. I will be supporting 
this.”

Councillors Richard 
Serino, Al Fiore, and Ira 
Novoselsky voted for the 
zoning amendment while 
Councillor Joanne McK-
enna, Gerry Visconti, 
and Patrick Keefe voted 
against the zoning amend-
ment.

“This will still go in 
front of the full City 
Council,” Keefe told the 
applicants.

“Understood. Thank 
you,” responded Attorney 
Zazula.

TOWN MANGER 
GETS CONTRACT

WINTHROP - The 
Winthrop Town Coun-
cil has given a three-year 
contract to the new town 
manager, Anthony Mari-
no.

Council President James 
Letterie said the Council 
and Marino agreed to the 
contract during an execu-
tive session. The Council 
then voted unanimously 
to approve the contract in 
open session before Let-
terie and Marino officially 
signed it.

Marino, 51, will begin 
as Winthrop town manag-
er on May 23. He has been 
the Ipswich town manager 
for the past four years.

Letterie said Marino 
will receive a salary of 
$205,000 per year for the 
length of the contract.

“I’m looking forward to 
being the town manager 
of Winthrop,” said Mari-
no. “I was excited to apply 
for the position, and I had 

a great interview process 
with the Council, and I’m 
excited to get started on 
May 23.”

Marino has begun col-
laborating with Interim 
Town Manager Terence 
Delehanty on job descrip-
tions for the vacant Win-
throp positions of chief 
financial officer, treasurer, 
and assessor.

Marino has met with 
several Winthrop depart-
ment heads, including 
Supt. of Schools Lisa 
Howard.

Marino grew up on the 
South Shore in the town 

of Pembroke. “My father 
[Leo Marino] was a Bos-
ton firefighter and moved 
us down there from 
Dorchester when I was 3 
years old,” said Marino.

Marino served in the 
United States Navy for 
four years and received 
his college degree from 
Bridgewater University. 
He resides in Lynnfield 
and is married with two 
children ages 28 and 11.

Letterie said he is 
pleased to bring Marino 
aboard and happy with the 
contract.

“A great deal is when 

both sides get what they 
want and this agreement is 
absolutely that,” said Let-
terie. “Tony gets to come 
work for a town that he 
already has a passion for 
and has been on his radar 
for a while, and Winthrop 
gets a town manager that 
has all the attributes we 
have been looking for.

“Tony has a great skill 
set, personality, and that 
blue-collar work ethic that 
will be able to lead us out 
of stagnation,” Letterie 
added. “I am in-credi-
bly excited to get started 
working with Tony.”

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its la
st public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 
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A NOTE TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS & READERS

OUR OFFICE W
ILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH

 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

News and Advertising Deadlines for the 

week of Sept. 9th & 10th will be

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4TH AT 4PM

Celebrate SafelyEmail news to

editor@reverejournal.com

Email Advertisem
ents to

deb@reverejournal.com
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Paid Political Advertisement

Thank You CHELSEA 

For your support!

I look forward to continuing to serve as YOUR Representative!
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(617) 242-5950    http://www.RepDanRyan.com

See ST. STANISLAUS  Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State R
ep. Democratic 

Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District
 that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the tren
d in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this time 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professional 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (G
od Bless Y

ou) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years
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HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its last public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890
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THURSDAY, SepTembeR 3, 2020

35 CENTS

Newspaper GroupINDEPENDENT

www
.chels

earec
ord.co

m

A NOTE TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS & READERS

OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH

 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

News and Advertising Deadlines for the 

week of Sept. 9th & 10th will be

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4TH AT 4PM

Celebrate SafelyEmail news to

editor@reverejournal.com

Email Advertisements to

deb@reverejournal.com
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Paid Political Advertisement

Thank You CHELSEA 

For your support!

I look forward to continuing to serve as YOUR Representative!
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(617) 242-5950    http://www.RepDanRyan.com

See ST. STANISLAUS  Page 3

By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State Rep. Democratic Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District 
that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the trend in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this time 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professional 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (God Bless You) 

St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

LANDSCAPING

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)PLEASE RECYCLE

 THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE

ROOFING

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING MUSIC LESSONS

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

Instruments offered:
Voice, Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass, Drums, Flute, 

Clarinet, Saxophones, Piano, Choral Music, OBoe, Bassoon,
Classical Guitar & more!

857-544-6514

Children’s Music Academy
Bring Music 

to Life

Call or visit us Online 
for more info!

701 Broadway, Everett
childrenmusicacademy.com

HELP WANTED

Join our office/lot 
staff
$17 - $20.50 per 
hour (full & part 
time)
Park Shuttle & Fly – 
Logan Airport
Email – renee@
parkshuttlefly.com

------------------------
Chelsea Residential 
Concierge - PM 
evening schedule. 
FT and PT positions.  
Locations in Chelsea 
& Boston. Good 
pay & benefits.  
Email  jpaliliunas@
highbridgeconcierge.
com or visit  www.
highbridgeconcierge.
com
--------------------------

LANDSCAPER Estab-
lished Landscaping 
Company seeking 
dependable, experi-
enced, hardworking 
landscaper.
Valid driver’s license 
A MUST!
Call CHRIS 617-293-
4028

Small family-owned 
laundromat in 

Boston looking for an 
attendant full time. 
Monday- Saturdays.
Only 5-7 min. walk 
from Haymarket, 

Government Center, 
or a 12 min. walk 

from  North Station.

Call 781-424-6017 
or email prince.

st.laundry@gmail.com 
for more information.

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

REVERE  -  Single 
Family House, One 
bedroom, parking. 
Near Wonderland 
Station. $1600 no 
util. 781-558-8640
5/4

FORT HEATH APART-
MENTS–OCEAN VIEW
Spacious one-and 
two-bedroom apart-
ments. Rent includes 
heat and hot/cold 
water. Amenities: Pool, 
billiard & exercise 
rooms, sunroom.  
Non-smoking, Non-pet 
bldg., steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston
Call Debra, 617-846-
7300
------------------------------
EVERETT APARTMENT 
$1950 1BR heat/hot 
water, new applianc-
es, hardwood floor, 
laundry in building, 
parking. 1st/last/
security Cheryl 617-
389-0114
--------------------------
EVERETT - 2 BR, 
2nd floor. Living & 
Dining rm, WD hookup. 
Close to Square and 
Broadway bus-
ses.954-649-0033
5/4

---------------------------------
DEADLINES: For 
classified line ads, 
deadlines are Mon-
day by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
-----------------

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

YARD
SALE

Ads run Revere Journal - Chelsea Record  
Winthrop Sun Transcript - Lynn Journal

East Boston Times Free Press
Everett Independent - Charlestown Patriot Bridge

WINTHROP

 

44 Veterans Road
Corner of Shirley 

& Veterans Rd
8 am-2 pm

Sat April 30, & Sun May 1
House hold items 

and more

25 WORDS 
FOR ONLY

$7000

Must be paid in advance 
Cash - Credit Card - Money Order

Call (781) 485-0588 
Deadline : Monday, 12 noon

APART. 
FOR RENT

SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403

CHELSEA
Land on Chelsea 
Creek for Lease

Water Dependent 
Industrial Uses Only

Please Contact:
Andy McLaughlin
(312) 935-2800
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-09

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Madelyn Garcia
For Special Permits 
and Variances seeking 
approval to establish 
four (4) residential units 
by constructing a second 
floor above the existing 
commercial space which 
does not meet the current 
minimum zoning require-
ments for front, rear and 
side yard setbacks, open 
space, lot size, number 
of off street parking 
spaces and also exceeds 
maximum density at the 
premises known as:
157 Washington Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

4/21/22, 4/28/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

CHELSEA TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held on:
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 at 
6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing 
is to receive comment 
regarding the approval 
of the construction 
management plan for 25 
Sixth Street. 
Per Order
Chief Brian A. Kyes
Chairperson

4/14/22, 4/28/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-06

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
320 Revere Beach Park-
way Realty, LLC
GVLP Corporation
For Special Permits to 
partially demolish and 
renovate the existing 
two-story structure, 
proposing a retail 
marijuana facility that 
does not meet current 
zoning requirements 
for use, alteration of 
non-conforming structure 
and number of off-street 
parking spaces at the 
premises known as:
320 Revere Beach 
Parkway
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  

Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

4/21/22, 4/28/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-07

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
168 Maverick Street, LLC
For Special Permit 
and Variance seeking 
approval to construct 
a four family dwelling 
structure which does not 
meet current minimum 
zoning requirements for 
lot area, open space, 
rear yard setback, also 
exceeds maximum lot 
coverage and floor area 
ratio at the premises 
known as:
168, 170, & 172 Maver-
ick Street
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

4/21/22, 4/28/22
C
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NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-08

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Concrete Garden Inc.
For Special Permit seek-
ing approval to renovate 
existing first floor and 
mezzanine tenant 
space proposing a retail 
marijuana facility at the 
premises known as:
307 Broadway
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

4/21/22, 4 /28/22
C
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NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-10

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held on:
Tuesday, May 10, 2022
Chelsea City Hall – 500 
Broadway – City Council 
Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Verdynt c/o Doug 
Meduetz
For Special Permits and 
Variances seeking ap-
proval for the demolition 
of a one-story structure, 
the combination of three 
(3) adjoining lots and the 
construction of an eleven 
(11) story research and 
development laboratory 
which does not meet the 
current minimum zoning 

requirements for lot 
area, rear and front yard 
setbacks, minimum aisle 
width, and number of 
off-street parking spaces 
and also exceeds maxi-
mum number of stories, 
and floor area ratio at 
the premises known as:
213 Everett Avenue
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
City Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. – Tuesday,
8 a.m. – 7 p.m. – Friday, 
8 a.m. to noon

4/21/22, 4/28/22
C
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(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA 

INVITATION FOR BIDS
REPLACEMENT OF 
CEMENT CONCRETE 

SIDEWALKS IN VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for all labor and 
materials for “Replace-
ment of Cement Concrete 
Sidewalks in Various 
Locations”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
April 28, 2022 by con-
tacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Replace-
ment of Cement Concrete 
Sidewalks in Various 
Locations” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no 
later than 10:0AM on 
Thursday, May 19, 2022.
Each bid must be accom-
panied by a certified 
check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond 
duly executed by the 
bidder as principal and 
having as surety thereon 
a surety company ap-
proved by the City, all in 
the amount of 5% of the 
bid payable to the “City 
of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30, 39M.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

4/28/22
C
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City of Chelsea Licensing 
Board

Request for Proposals
On-Premise Consumption 

License
The City of Chelsea 

Licensing Board 
is accepting proposals 
from restauranteurs/
business owners seeking 
a liquor license, to be 
issued pursuant to M.G.L. 
Chapter 138, Section 
12.  Currently the Board 
has licenses available. 
The Board shall accept 
proposals through May 
27, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. 
(noontime).  A copy of 
the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) may be obtained 
by emailing nlibran@
chelseama.gov, calling 
617-466-4152 or by 
visiting the Licensing 
Office, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA.  The RFP 
will also be available on 
the Licensing Department 
page of the City’s web-
site, Chelseama.gov.
Proposals shall be de-
livered to the Licensing 

Board at its office, City of 
Chelsea, 500 Broadway, 
Room 307, Chelsea, MA 
02150 no later than 
May 27, 2022 at 12:00 
p.m. noontime.  A total 
of three copies shall be 
provided.
Proposals shall include a 
narrative and any sup-
porting documentation 
addressing the following 
factors:
1. Proposed Location 
– Provide the address, 
building square footage, 
available parking, lease 
agreements, options 
to purchase, and any 
other information and 
documentation about the 
location of the existing or 
proposed restaurant.  
2. Description of Opera-
tion – Provide a detailed 
description of the type of 
restaurant proposed or 
existing including type 
of food, theme, menu, 
number of seats and 
hours of operation.
3. Prior Experience 
– Provide a detailed 
description of the propos-
er’s prior experience in 
operating a restaurant 
with a liquor license.  List 
the name and location of 
any ownership interest 
in an existing or former 
restaurant.
4. Job Creation – Provide 
a list of types of positions 
and number of each 
to be created or main-
tained.
5. Traffic – Provide the 
peak hours of operation 
and expected traffic 
generation.
6. Noise Control – De-
scribe any proposed 
entertainment and how 
noise, particularly in 
the evening, will be 
controlled.
7. References – Please 
provide at least three 
professional references, 
preferably from those 
who can attest to the 
proposer’s experience set 
forth in paragraph 3.
8. Community Bene-
fit – Please provide 
a description of any 
community benefit the 
City may expect if the 
license is granted to the 
proposer.
9. Quality Design – De-
scribe how the business’ 
exterior design is appro-
priate to its context. 
10. Market Diversifica-
tion – Demonstrate how 
the proposed restaurant 
fills an existing gap and 
meets unmet market 
demand and how it 
advances Chelsea objec-
tive of being the diverse 
dining destination.
11. All applicants must 
submit their ABCC appli-
cation for a Sec. 12 On 
Premise alcohol license.  
Please note that the 
licenses issued may be 
City – owned licenses 
that limits the Licensee’s 
ability to sell/transfer/
leverage the license.  
The Board shall review 
all proposals and eval-
uate them in terms of 
serving the public need 
and in such a manner as 
to protect the common 
good and, to that end, to 
provide, in the opinion of 
the Board, an adequate 
number of places at 
which the public may 
obtain alcoholic bever-
ages.  The assessment 
of the proposals will be 
based upon public want 
and the appropriateness 
of a liquor license at a 
particular location as set 
forth in Ballarin, Inc. v. 
Licensing bd. of Boston, 
49 Mass. App, Ct. 506 
(2000).
The Board anticipates 
selecting the most advan-
tageous proposals.   

4/28/22, 5/5/22
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Junta de Licencias de la 
Ciudad de Chelsea

Solicitud de Propuestas
Licencia de Consumo en 

las instalaciones
La Junta de Licencias de 
la Ciudad de Chelsea está 
aceptando propuestas 
de restauradores que 
buscan una licencia de 
licor, que se emitirá de 
conformidad con M.G.L. 
Capítulo 138, Sección 
12.  Actualmente la 
Junta tiene licencias 

disponibles. La Junta 
aceptará propuestas 
hasta el 27 de Mayo de 
2022 a las 12:00 p.m. 
(mediodía). Se puede 
obtener una copia de la 
Solicitud de Propuestas 
(RFP) enviando un 
correo electrónico a 
nlibran@chelseama.
gov, llamando al 617-
466-4152 o visitando la 
Oficina de Licencias, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA.  
La RFP también estará 
disponible en la página 
del Departamento de 
Licencias del sitio web de 
la Ciudad, Chelseama.
gov.
Las propuestas se en-
tregarán a la Junta de 
Licencias en su oficina, 
Ciudad de Chelsea, 500 
Broadway, Sala 307, 
Chelsea MA 02150 a más 
tardar el 27 de mayo de 
2022 a las 12:00 p.m. 
mediodía.  Se facilitará 
un total de tres ejem-
plares.
Las propuestas incluirán 
una descripción y cual-
quier documentación 
justificativa que aborde 
los siguientes factores:
1. Ubicación propuesta- 
Proporcione la dirección, 
los pies cuadrados del ed-
ificio, el estacionamiento 
disponible, los contratos 
de arrendamiento, las 
opciones de compra y 
cualquier otra infor-
mación y documentación 
sobre la ubicación del 
restaurante existente o 
propuesto.
2. Descripción de la 
operación- proporcione 
una descripción detallada 
del tipo de restaurante 
propuesto o existente, 
incluido el tipo de comi-
da, el tema, el menú, el 
número de asientos y las 
horas de operación.
3. Experiencia pre-
via– Proporcione una 
descripción detallada 
de la experiencia previa 
del proponente en la 
operación de un restau-
rante con una licencia 
de licor.  Enumere el 
nombre y la ubicación 
de cualquier interés 
de propiedad en un 
restaurante existente o 
anterior.
4. Creación de empleo- 
Proporcione una lista de 
los tipos de puestos y el 
número de cada uno que 
se creará o mantendrá.
5. Tráfico – Proporcionar 
las horas pico de op-
eración y la generación 
de tráfico esperada. 
6. Control de ruido- De-
scriba cualquier entre-
tenimiento propuesto y 
cómo se controlará el 
ruido, particularmente 
por la noche.
7. Referencias – Sírvase 
proporcionar al menos 
tres referencias profesio-
nales, preferiblemente 
de aquellos que puedan 
dar fe de la experiencia 
del proponente expuesta 
en el párrafo 3. 
8. Beneficio Comunitar-
io – Proporcione una 
descripción de cualquier 
beneficio comunitario 
que la Ciudad pueda 
esperar si se otorga la 
licencia al proponente.
9. Diseño de calidad- 
Describa cómo el diseño 
exterior de la empresa 
es apropiado para su 
contexto.
10. Diversificación del 
mercado- Demuestre 
cómo el restaurante 
propuesto llena un vacío 
existente y satisface la 
demanda insatisfecha del 
mercado y cómo avanza 
el objetivo de Chelsea de 
ser el comedor diverso.
11. Todos los solicitantes 
deben presentar su solic-
itud ABCC para una Sec. 
12. En las instalaciones 
licencia de alcohol 
Tenga en cuenta que las 
licencias emitidas pueden 
ser propiedad de la 
Ciudad que limitan la ca-
pacidad del Licenciatario 
para vender/ transferir / 
aprovechar la licencia.
La Junta revisará todas 
las propuestas y las 
evaluará en términos de 
servir a las necesidades 
públicas y de tal manera 
que se proteja el bien 
común y, a tal fin, se 
proporcione, a juicio 
de la Junta, un número 
adecuado de lugares en 
los que el público pueda 
obtener bebidas alcohóli-
cas. La evaluación de 
las propuestas se basará 
en la necesidad pública 
y la idoneidad de una 

licencia de licor en un 
lugar en particular como 
se establece en Ballarin, 
Inc. v. Licensing bd. of 
Boston, 49 Mass. App, Ct. 
506 (2000).
La Junta prevé seleccio-
nar las propuestas más 
ventajosas.   

4/28/22, 5/5/22
C
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Re:Fiesta Shows
295 Eastern Avenue, 

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing 
Commission, May 12, 
2022
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission on 
Thursday, May 12, 2022 
at 6:00 p.m., at the City 
Council Chambers, Chel-
sea City Hall, 500 Broad-
way, Chelsea, MA, to 
consider an Amusement 
& Entertainment License 
application for Fiesta 
Shows to operate a Carni-
val on June 9-19 between 
the hours of 3:00 - 11:00 
p.m. every day at 295 
Eastern Avenue, Chelsea, 
MA.  02150.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

4/21/22, 4/28/22
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COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate and
Family Court
24 New Chardon 
Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION
G.L. c. 210, ? 6
Docket No.
SU21A0378AD
In the matter of:
Luciana Gavira
Garcia
To:
Tatiana Maria
Gaviria
Any unnamed or 
unknown parent and 
persons interested in a 
petition for the adoption 
of said child and to the 
Department of Children 
and Families of said 
Commonwealth.
A petition has been pre-
sented to said court by:
Oscar Alexander Chirinos 
of Chelsea, MA 
Tatiana Maria Chirinos of 
Chelsea, MA
Requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that 
the name of the child 
be changed to Luciana 
Chirinos Gaviria.
If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled 
to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an 
indigent person.
An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3:10. 
The definition includes 
but is not limited to 
persons receiving TAFDC, 
EACDC, poverty related 
veteran’s benefits, 
Medicaid, and SSI. The 
Court will determine if 
you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption 
Clerk of the Court on or 
before the date listed 
below to obtain the 
necessary forms.
IF YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR 
ATTORNEY MUST FILE A 
WRITTTEN APPEARANCE 
IN SAID COURT AT:
WOBURN ON OR BEFORE 
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING (10:00 A.M.) 
ON: 06/30/2022
WITNESS, Hon.  Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 08, 2022
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/21/22, 4/28/22, 
5/5/22
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Re: Moe Brothers d/b/a 
Nocturno

158 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA 

Chelsea Licensing Com-
mission, May 12, 2022
Notice is hereby given 
that the Chelsea Licens-
ing Commission will 
hold a public hearing at 
500 Broadway Chelsea, 
MA. Council Chambers 
on Thursday, May 12, 
2022 at 6:00 p.m. for 
a Change of DBA and 
Change of Hours of an 
All Kinds of Alcohol (on 
Premise) License applica-
tion and an Amusement 
& Entertainment License 
application to operate 
a disc jockey, use of 
amplification, jukebox,  
karaoke machine, 10 
televisions, 2 radios and 
dancing by patrons at 
Moe Brothers d/b/a 
Nocturno at 158 Broad-
way, Chelsea, MA. 02150.  
Please be advised that 
you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters of this 
hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

4/21/22, 4/28/22
C
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MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in 
execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given 
by Valerie Sutherland to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, acting 
solely as a nominee for 
Fremont Investment & 
Loan, dated November 
26, 2003 and recorded in 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 33392, 
Page 35 (the “Mort-
gage”) of which mort-
gage HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2004-
A, Mortgage-Backed 
Certificates, Series 
2004-A is the present 
holder by Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
(MERS), as nominee for 
Fremont Investment & 
Loan to HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2004-A, 
Mortgage-Backed Cer-
tificates, Series 2004-A 
dated May 7, 2012 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 49648, 
Page 85, for breach of 
conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same, 
the mortgaged premises 
located at 250 Congress 
Avenue, Unit No. 38, of 
the Willow Park Condo-
miniums, Chelsea, MA 
02150 will be sold at a 
Public Auction at 2:00 PM 
on May 23, 2022, at 
the mortgaged prem-
ises, more particularly 
described below, all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
The Unit described as 
#38 in the Willow Park 
Condominium, City 
of Chelsea, County of 
Suffolk, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, created 
by Master Deed dated 
February 25, 1987, and 
recorded with Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds 
at Book 13436, Page 
318, as the same may be 
amended from time to 
time, in accordance with 
the provisions of M.G.L 
c. 183A 
This UNIT contains the 
AREA of 1,558 Square 
feet and is laid out as 
shown on the plans 
recorded with said 
Master Deed and to 
which is affixed a verified 
statement in the form 
provided for in M.G.L. 
Chapter 183A. Section 
9, and a plan recorded 
with the first deed to this 
UNIT.  
The UNIT is conveyed to-
gether with the PERCENT-
AGE INTEREST of 2.128% 
(a) in the common areas 
and facilities of the Con-
dominium, as described 
in the Master Deed, as 
amended, and (b) in the 
Willow Park Condomini-
um Trust, recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 13437 Page 001.  
The UNIT is be used only 
for residential purposes 
and uses accessory 
thereto permitted from 

time to time as stated in 
the Master Deed and in 
the zoning code of the 
City of Chelsea, and the 
common areas and facili-
ties shall not be used for 
any purpose inconsistent 
therewith and those 
premises shall be used 
for no other purpose, ex-
cept as maybe expressly 
permitted by the trustees 
in accordance with the 
provisions of the Willow 
Park Condominium Trust.  
GRANTEE acquires the 
UNIT with the benefit 
of, and subject to the 
provisions of M.G.L c. 
183A, relating to condo-
miniums, as that statue 
is written as of the date 
hereof, the Master Deed 
and Condominium Trust 
referred to above and 
any by-laws and rules 
and regulations from 
time to time adopted 
thereunder, and to all 
matters of record stated 
or referred to in the Mas-
ter Deed as completely 
as if each were fully set 
forth herein, and subject 
to real estate taxes 
attributable to the UNIT 
which are not yet due 
and payable.  The Unit is 
further subject to ease-
ments, conditions, re-
strictions and obligations 
of record insofar as the 
same are now in force 
and effect and subject 
to the terms, conditions 
and restrictions set forth 
in Unit Deed dated April 
27, 1988 and recorded 
with said Deeds in Book 
14648, Page 314.  
GRANTEE also acquires 
with said UNIT as ease-
ment for exclusive use of 
parking spaces number 
31 shown on the site plan 
referred to in Section 
4 of the Master Deeds.  
GRANTEE acquires said 
exclusive easement in 
accordance with Section 
5.1 of the Master Deed.
For mortgagor’s title see 
deed recorded with the 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 33392, 
Page 33.
The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all 
unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments 
and liens, and subject 
to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbranc-
es of record entitled to 
precedence over this 
mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restric-
tions, reservations and 
conditions of record and 
subject to all tenancies 
and/or rights of parties 
in possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Ca-
shier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be 
shown at the time and 
place of the sale in order 
to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) 
are exempt from this 
requirement); high 
bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale 
upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase 
price payable by certified 
check in thirty (30) days 
from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mort-
gagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 
Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA or such 
other time as may be 
designated by mortgag-
ee.  The description for 
the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall 
control in the event of 
a typographical error in 
this publication.
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
HSBC Bank USA, National 
Association, as Trustee 
for Fremont Home Loan 
Trust 2004-A, Mort-
gage-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2004-A
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Sutherland, Valerie, 
13-010726

4/28/22, 5/5/22, 
5/12/22
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CITY OF CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a 
Public Hearing on Tues-
day, May 3, 2022 at 6pm 
at City Hall 3rd Floor at 
the conference room
Proposed Work and 
Purpose:  Petition of 
Verizon for the following 
petition:
Verizon:  
Small cell wireless 
facilities at 5 different 
locations. 
City Light Pole- 95 Crest 
Ave Intersection
City Light Pole – Union 
Street Intersection
City Light Pole – 1 City 
Hall Ave
City Light Pole – 99-101 
Park Street Intersection
City Light Pole – Chelsea 
Street near Marginal 
& Chelsea Street Inter-
section 
The public is invited to 
attend.
Rebecca Wright 
Assistant Engineer 

4/28/22, 5/3/22
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El Departamento de 
Obras Públicas llevará

a cabo una Audiencia 
Pública el martes 3 de 
mayo de 2022 a las 6:00 
p. m. en el tercer piso del 
Ayuntamiento en la sala 
de conferencias
Trabajo propuesto y 
propósito: Petición de 
Verizon para la siguiente 
petición:
Verizon:
Instalaciones inalámbri-
cas de células pequeñas 
en 5 ubicaciones difer-
entes.
Poste de luz de la ciu-
dad - Intersección de 95 
Crest Ave
Poste de luz de la ciudad 
- Intersección de Union 
Street
Poste de luz de la ciudad 
– 1 City Hall Ave
Poste de luz de la ciudad: 
intersección de 99-101 
Park Street
Poste de luz de la ciudad 
- Chelsea Street cerca de 
la intersección de Mar-
ginal y Chelsea Street
Se invita al público a 
asistir.
Rebecca wright
Asistente Ingeniero

4/28/22, 5/3/22
C
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CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS
MARY C. BURKE COM-

PUTER LAB RENOVATION 
PROJECT

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
Bids for marked “Mary 
C. Burke Computer Lab 
Renovation Project”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
April 28, 2022 by visiting 
the City’s website at 
http://www.chelseama.
gov/purchasing/pages/
current-bids-solicitations.
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Mary 
C. Burke Computer Lab 
Renovation Project” and 
submitted to the Office of 
the Chief Procurement.
General Bids will be 
received until May 12, 
2022 at 9:30AM and 
publicly opened, forth-
with online. 
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
149.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

 4/28/22
C
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*Tasa Porcentual Anual (APR) de 4.541% y una tasa de interés de 4.50% a partir del 04.25.2022 para prestatarios calificados 
y sujeta a cambios sin aviso. Tasa fija durante 40 años con 480 pagos de $4.50 por cada $1,000 prestados. El pago no incluye 
plicas para impuestos y seguros, la suma que efectivamente deberá pagar puede ser mayor. Monto mínimo del préstamo: 
$647,201. Disponible para compras solo para viviendas unifamiliares independientes o en condominio, ocupadas por sus 
dueños, préstamos residenciales de hasta $970,800. Hay disponibles otras opciones para unidades de viviendas para 2 – 4 
familias. Se requiere seguro de propietarios de vivienda y, donde sea necesario, seguro contra inundaciones. Sujeto a 
aprobación crediticia. Disponible para residencias ubicadas en MA o NH Sur. Hay 
disponibles otras opciones de tasas bajas y plazos. NMLS# 198524

Hipoteca a 40 años con Tasa Fija

Hacemos que la 
compra de la 
casa propia sea 
más asequible.
¿Busca comprar casa nueva en el mercado 
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sus pagos mensuales y ofrecerle más opciones.
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on the educational role he 
plays in his daily rounds. 
“I spend a fair amount re-
minding people that we 
all have to pitch in and 
be proud of our city if we 
are going to keep Chelsea 
a clean community. They 
should be responsible for 
shoveling the snow from 
their walks and maintain-
ing neat trash and recy-
cling barrels—and not 
leave it to their neigh-
bors to call us with com-
plaints.” 

In spite or because of 
the challenges of the job, 
Mike Sandoval is clearly 
proud of how far Chelsea 
has come in recent years, 
since the city administra-
tors figured out how best 
to use the federal aid for 
infrastructure that was 
coming its way. “Chelsea 
is not a wealthy commu-
nity”—it’s not Manches-
ter-by-the-Sea or Marble-
head, upper-middle-class 
towns farther up the North 
Shore of Boston—”but it’s 
all we’ve got, for so many 
people like myself who 
have stories about moving 
here to make a new life for 
themselves. We are all try-
ing to make the best of it.” 

His own sto-
ry—“You’ve heard a 
million just like it,” he 
says—involves his depar-
ture from San Pedro Sula, 
Honduras, as a young man, 
a year-and-a-half stopover 
in New Orleans (complete 
with asbestos-removal and 
hotel dishwashing jobs), 
an invitation from a friend 
named Emilio to move to 
Boston, and a job loading 
airline food at Logan while 
crashing on the carpet of 
Emilio’s apartment above 
a storefront on Broadway. 
After that, he advanced to 
a traveling-troubleshooter 
job for IBM—until he was 
laid off in 2009 and land-
ed this job with the Chel-
sea DPW. “Now I’ve got a 

mortgage and two grown 
children,” he says with 
a big grin. “And I have 
wonderful friends all over 
town. I am proud to be 
part of the movement—if 
you want to call it that.”

Still, he is a realist. He’s 
going to tell it like it is, the 
truth about a problem if he 
sees it, and not obscure or 
obfuscate. Like his grand-
father back in Honduras 
used to say: No quiero 
tapar el sol con un dedo. I 
don’t want to block out the 
sun with my finger.

As he said to a lady 
who was shaking her head 
at the irresponsibility of 
careless litter bugs on 
Broadway one day, “No, 
mi amor, es la culpa del 
viento.” No, my dear, he 
was joking—it’s not any 
one person’s fault. It’s the 
wind’s fault that trash is 
here on the sidewalk.

“The sun is shining 
equally on all of us,” con-
tinues Mike, evoking the 
happiest of his communi-
ty-loving spirits. No quie-
ro tapar el sol con el dedo.

According to a 2021 
survey of residents con-
ducted by The Neighbor-
hood Developers, Inc., 
the nonprofit Community 
Development Corporation 
that has been building af-
fordable housing, as well 
as a sense of community, 
in Chelsea and the near-
by towns of Everett and 
Revere for many years, 
litter and overflowing 
trash barrels in Chelsea, 
like public crime of more 
nefarious varieties, is less 
of a problem than it once 
was in Chelsea. The pub-
lic education efforts of the 
Chelsea DPW, in cahoots 
with the public program-
ming of another nonprof-
it, GreenRoots, Inc., have 
begun to pay off. The city 
seems to be getting clean-
er and safer.

It can take longer than 

you’d think for Mike to 
get back to the truck. He 
might run across a boun-
tiful crop of colillas—
cigarette butts—on the 
sidewalk out front of a 
bar before he can get back 
there. 

Several of the antique 
iron light poles on Broad-
way are equipped with 
Sidewalk Buttlers—blue 
metal boxes, attached at 
shoulder height, where 
a smoker can snuff out a 
smoke without creating 
a public nuisance—but 
some negligent souls, tak-
ing the easy route, have 
tossed their still-burning 
Newports and Marlboros 
to the ground. Without a 
second’s hesitation, Mike 
heads into the bar to chat 
up the barista and ask, in 
his mellifluous Spanish, 
for the name and number 
of the proprietor. Then, 
back on the sidewalk, he 
calls the owner of the bar 
on his cell phone to advise 
him to discourage that lit-
ter of colillas.

In addition to the Side-
walk Buttlers, there are 
two or three trash recepta-
cles per block on each side 
of the street, each featur-
ing a plastic insert inside a 
handsome cast-iron hous-
ing that itself costs the 
city a good $1000. This 
is where a smoker the-
oretically could toss the 
cigarette, after it’s been 
thoroughly doused in the 
dregs of a drink or a pud-
dle in the gutter. But the 
smoker—a patron of the 
bar taking a break during 
halftime of a televised soc-
cer match, or a bartender 
on a smoke break—in the 
time-honored tradition has 
flicked the butt onto the 
sidewalk while pivoting 
back toward the door and 
calling out to a friend driv-
ing by in the street. “¡Qué 
tal, Paco!” 

“It’s a challenge to get 

people to change their 
habits,” says Mike in re-
sponse to that automatic 
behavior. 

Then he turns to his left 
and raises his eyebrows at 
the sight of a piece of of-
fice furniture, a care-worn 
Formica tabletop on a tall 
iron stem, left on the side-
walk right here on Broad-
way, Chelsea’s showcase 
street, with a handwritten 
FREE! sign on a piece of 
notebook paper. Hold-
ing the sign up with his 
left hand, and a crushed 
cookie box and discarded 
lottery ticket in his right, 
he smiles for the camera, 
then stoops to retrieve an 
avocado pit from the side-
walk, while launching a 
discourse on that plastic 
barrel insert and lament-
ing that it doesn’t fit the 
iron housing more snugly. 
“See what falls between 
the lip of the plastic barrel 
and the rim of the hous-
ing?” Indeed, a candy 
wrapper, a well-chewed 
wad of bubblegum, and 
the avocado skin separat-
ed from its pit in the mak-
ing of guacamole have 
fallen through the gap be-
tween the lid of the barrel 
and the rim of the housing. 

He lifts the barrel from 
its handsome but pricey 
housing and cleans up 
the mess at the base of 
the receptacle, all while 
enumerating the ways in 
which the bar’s propri-
etor might offer patrons 
a cleaner way of discard-
ing their butts. Maybe he 
should put one of those 
freestanding outdoor ash-
trays with the long necks 
out there, next to the huge 
flowerpot that must have 
cost the city a chunk of 
change as well.

And sometime in the 
midst of this he puts in a 
call to DPW headquarters 
to ask a couple guys from 
the crew to swing by and 
pick up the bar table.

The job can be messy, 
yes—but the rewards in 
social capital, for Mike 
and the people who know 
him, are worth the trouble.

Crossing the street from 
the bar to check on things 
over there, he stops to say 
hello to Elaine Mendez, a 
pastor who directs the Re-
vival Chelsea Pantry food 
pantry on Broadway. Then 
he pivots to his right and 
greets the owner of BD’s 
Discount, one of many Ar-
abic-speaking people on 
“The Near North Shore,” 
who’s in the process of 
supervising the delivery 
of some large pieces of 
furniture at the open back 
of a delivery truck. Back 
on this side of the street, 
he pops in to joke around 
with his sister Maricar-
men, at the Zen Wireless 
cell phone repair store 
that’s owned by a Chinese 
immigrant family and 
staffed by women from 
Guatemala, Venezuela, 
and Colombia, as well as 
her own Honduras.

On the way out, he runs 
into a man who came to 
Chelsea from Colombia 
as a young man 15 years 
ago. The man says he used 
to shovel road salt for a 
living at Eastern Minerals 
down on Marginal Street, 
on the bank of Chelsea 
Creek, but had to quit be-
cause of skin rash he got 

from the chemicals in the 
salt, and then was laid off 
from his next job at a pro-
duce market in neighbor-
ing Everett when the own-
ers realized the sight of 
his rash might drive cus-
tomers away. Seeing how 
downhearted he is about 
his situation, Mike asks if 
he’s getting treatment for 
the rash—yes, he is—and 
wishes him the best. 

And then, as if on cue, 
here comes another white 
DPW truck, pulling to a 
stop near the abandoned 
Formica tabletop. Out pop 
two friendly black-haired 
fellows in orange DPW 
safety vests to toss it—or 
gently place it, rather—
into the bed of the truck. 
“He’s a good guy,” says 
the younger one of Mike, 
to the grinning affirmation 
of the older one.

Leaning against his 
own truck at last, in his 
DPW jacket, ballcap, chi-
nos, and sneakers, near 
the El Dorado Café where 
he likes to have a cup of 
coffee and schmooze 
with the Colombian own-
ers and their staff, Mike 
says, with the help of his 
expressive hands, “To 
change a community, you 
have to invest—money, 
yes, but love and care for 
your community too, and 
the willingness to make a 
personal contribution to it. 
Don’t throw your cigarette 
in the street if you want a 
cleaner city.” Invest in so-
cial capital, that is.

 “I was hired for this 
job because I can talk to 
people all day long with-
out getting tired,” he con-
tinues. “And I can do it in 
English or in Spanish—in 
a city that is more than 75 
percent Latino.” “It can be 
a challenge, but I love it.”

Now, in view of Katz 
Bagel Bakery—the last 
remaining bakery of its 
kind, in a city that attract-
ed European Jews and 
many other international 
immigrants in the early 
20th century— he turns 
the corner to pose for a 
picture against a mural 
and some sidewalk art 
that The Neighborhood 
Developers sponsored in 
an alley known as Divi-
sion Street, only to run 
into Omar, a strapping 
and relaxed-looking man 
in his 30s or 40s, newly 
promoted to lieutenant in 
the Chelsea Fire Depart-
ment, whose family came 
to Chelsea from Cuba in 
the 1960s. 

Then he’s off to the 
DPW to pick up anoth-
er load of two-wheeled 
barrels to deliver to some 
houses on Powder Horn 
Hill, up by the very old 
but still functioning Sol-
diers Home, the highest 
point in Chelsea, where 
you can see the islands 
of Boston Harbor in one 
direction and the hills 
of Revere and the North 
Shore coastline in the oth-
er. There’s a lady up there, 
probably from one of the 
old Italian American fam-
ilies who still comprise a 
significant portion of the 
population, who could use 
an extra recycling barrel 
and a solid-waste recep-
tacle as well. She lives in 
the house she grew up in 
during the time of the first 
Latin-American immigra-

tion to Chelsea, just a few 
doors downhill from the 
ridgetop Soldiers Home 
grounds. She recycles ev-
erything, says Mike, and 
she has a tenant down-
stairs.  

There she is now—
straightening things up in 
the tidy little herb-and-
flower garden in front of 
her house, on a tolerably 
warm early spring day.

After two or three hours 
of this multi-tasking activ-
ity, what’s Mike Sandoval 
going to do for the rest of 
the day? 

For starts, he needs to 
stop by Eden Street Park, 
a sweet little public oa-
sis that connects Addison 
Street at one entrance to 
Blossom Street at anoth-
er, to answer a complaint 
about vandalism. There he 
runs into two friendly fel-
lows from Central Ameri-
can origins, including the 
husband of the woman 
who filed the complaint. 
They want to help him 
think about ways to keep 
the rowdy teens from tear-
ing the place up. 

“The city spent thou-
sands of dollars to im-
prove this park,” says 
Mike. The hub of the park 
is a small playground with 
a spongy rubber surface 
and a cluster of swing sets 
and slides. From both en-
trances meander elevated 
gardens on both sides of 
the walkway, with flow-
er beds and ornamental 
fruit trees, bordered by 
stone ledges. Some bro-
ken glass from discarded 
soda bottles on the flag-
stones sparkles among the 
windblown litter, danger-
ously close to the slide in 
the playground, and most 
of the corner stones of the 
ledges have been yanked 
away and cast aside, some 
even thrown across fences 
into neighboring yards. 
“See what I mean?” says 
Mike. “We’ve got to do 
some education here.” 
The two neighbors, home 
from work at their own 
landscaping jobs, agree 
that a neighborhood watch 
group might be a good 
idea, although for now 
fixing the broken security 
cameras would help too.

After twenty minutes 
of chatting with the guys, 
Mike says it’s time to hop 
back in the sparkling white 
truck. “I have a meeting 
about recycling programs 
with the Chelsea school 
principals at 3pm.,” he 
says. But school has just 
let out, and kids are pass-
ing through park, taking a 
shortcut from Addison to 
Blossom Street. Know-
ing a teaching moment 
when he sees one, Mike 
takes the opportunity to 
encourage each group of 
kids passing through the 
park on the way home to 
close the gates firmly as 
they enter and depart—
and to make sure not to lit-
ter those candy wrappers 
of theirs! “It’s a full-time 
job,” he says. “Pero no 
nos queda más.” There’s 
nothing else we can do but 
try to make things better.

Scott Ruescher is a Sto-
rytelling Associate with 
The Neighborhood Devel-
opers

Mike with Food Pantry Director Elaine 
Mendez.Mike with fellow Honduran.


	CHR0428Page001
	CHR0428Page002
	CHR0428Page003
	CHR0428Page004
	CHR0428Page005
	CHR0428Page006
	CHR0428Page007
	CHR0428Page008
	CHR0428Page009
	CHR0428Page010
	CHR0428Page011
	CHR0428Page012
	CHR0428Page013
	CHR0428Page014

