
By Adam Swift

Attendance in Chelsea 
public schools hit a low 
in January, but school of-
ficials are hoping those 
numbers will rise as the 
peak of Covid infections 
from the Omicron variant 
looks to be on the down-
ward slope.

In January, attendance 
figures fluctuated from 80 
to 85 percent in the ele-
mentary schools and low-
er at the high school.

Assistant Superinten-
dent of schools Adam 
Deleidi said the absences 
by students and staff does 
correlate with the uptick in 
positive Covid cases since 
December.

“We did have far more 
cases at the high school 
level than at any other 
level, and that goes right 
along with attendance,” 
said Deleidi. “We are see-
ing up until around grade 
8, the attendance is 80 to 
85 percent. Once you hit 
the high school, they start 
to dip under 80 percent.”

Over the past several 
weeks, the number of pos-
itive Covid cases has been 

decreasing, and Deleidi 
said he hopes attendance 
figures follow suit.

School Committee 
member Roberto Jimenez 
Rivera asked if there was 
any way the attendance 
numbers could be adjusted 
to account for Covid cas-
es.

“How are we doing 
with folks who are able to 
come if they are healthy?” 
he asked.

Deleidi said the schools 
do track who is absent due 
to Covid, but that those 
numbers have not been 
pulled out to see what the 
attendance rate would be 
without the Covid cases.

“As we are looking 
for our 95 percent (atten-
dance) rate, we are clear-
ly not going to be getting 
that because people are 
absent, but they are absent 
for a good reason,” said 
Jimenez Rivera.

While in past years, stu-
dents and staff may have 
gone to school if they 
had the sniffles or were 
borderline sick, this year, 
Deleidi said everyone is 
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By Adam Swift

It was one easy choice 
and one difficult decision 
for the School Committee 
and City Council Monday 
night as they appointed 
two new School Commit-
tee members.

Claryangeliz Covas was 
the easy pick for District 
4 as the only nominee for 
the open seat in that dis-
trict. In District 5, it was a 
tougher choice, with new-
comer Katherine Cabral 
the choice over former 
School Committee mem-
ber Lucia Henriquez by an 
8-5-1 vote.

The special joint meet-

ing was necessary because 
there were no candidates 
on the ballot for District 
4 last November, and in 
District 5, incumbent Hen-
ry Wilson ran unopposed. 
However Wilson, who is 
facing legal charges, de-
clined the seat.

Cabral is a Chelsea 
High School graduate and 
a science teacher and col-
lege access liaison at the 
Excel Academy Charter 
Schools.

“Being part of the Chel-
sea public schools has 
distilled the lessons of 
empathy, generosity, and 
service to others, and that 
is exactly why I am inter-

ested in this position,” said 
Cabral. “As a recent grad-
uate, I think I bring a fresh 
and unique perspective.”

School Committee 
member Jeanette Velez 
and several councilors 
questioned Cabral about 
the stance she would 
take on funding for char-
ter schools versus public 
schools. Velez noted that 
several years ago, the 
School Committee op-
posed a ballot question 
that would have increased 
the number of charter 
schools.

“As someone from the 
Chelsea public schools, 
and as someone current-

ly working at a charter 
school, I think it’s im-
portant that parents and 
students have choice 
over the school that they 
choose, regardless if it is a 
public school or a charter 
school,” said Cabral.

She said that while she 
understands the need for 
public schools to secure 
every dollar they need, she 
said that parents ultimate-
ly know what is best for 
their child’s education.

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda praised all the 
candidates for coming for-
ward for a nomination pro-

By Adam Swift

Mental health has been 
a major focus for the Chel-
sea schools over the past 
two years, as students deal 
with increased isolation 
from remote learning, and 
the general anxiety of the 
pandemic.

“I get asked the question 
of how has the pandem-
ic impacted our students, 
and how has the isolation 

and remote learning im-
pacted our students,” said 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Almi Abeyta. “We are 
pulling our resources to-
gether in and out of the 
district to meet the needs 
of our students. But the 
needs have definitely in-
creased as a result of isola-
tion and remote learning, 
there are a lot more issues 

School Comm., City Council select new School Comm. members

Schools look to address 
mental health issues

School attendance 
takes a hit with 
increased Covid cases

Harbor House Collective up and running in Chelsea
Grand opening events scheduled for Friday through Sunday

Shown above, the facade of Harbor House Collective located 
at 80- Eastern Avenue, Chelsea’s latest adult-use cannabis 
dispensary.

Shown to the right, a deep sea mural greets guests as 
they walk through the front door into reception.

By John Lynds

Harbor House Collec-
tive, Chelsea’s new adult-
use cannabis dispensary 
and cultivation facility, is 
up and running and will 
hold a series of special 
grand opening events this 

weekend. 
Owned by the Londo-

no family, who ran a suc-
cessful wholesale flower 
business from the spot 
for years, Harbor House 
Collective began selling 
a wide array of cannabis 
products produced from 

the dispensary’s onsite 
grown facility at 80 East-
ern Ave. While the Lon-
dono family will continue 
to operate the flower busi-
ness at a new location they 
converted their Eastern 
Avenue warehouse into a 
20,000-square-foot verti-

cally integrated marijuana 
facility. The dispensary 
was approved by the Chel-
sea Zoning Board in 2019. 

Harbor House Collec-
tive’s General Manager 
Mike Kerwin said on Fri-

See HARBOR HOUSE Page 5
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Shown at Sen. Lydia Edwards’s inauguration last week in 
the State House.  L--R State Rep. Dan Ryan, State Sen. Sal 
DiDomenico, State Sen. and Councilor Lydia Edwards, Moe 
Gillen and Mayor Michelle Wu.

AT THE INAUGURATION

By Cary Shuman

Chelsea Black Com-
munity (CBC) has landed 
an illustrious leader in the 
Boston community for its 
Chelsea Trailblazers cele-
bration on Feb. 24.

The Rev. Dr. Ray Ham-
mond, co-founder and 
pastor of Bethel AME 
Church, will deliver the 
keynote address at the vir-
tual event, said CBC Pres-
ident Joan Cromwell.

The Rev. Hammond, 
who co-founded the Beth-

el AME Church, Boston, 
with his wife, Gloria, 
holds degrees from Har-
vard College and Harvard 
Medical School and a 

master’s degree in religion 
from Harvard Graduate 
School.

Councillor-at-Large 
Leo Robinson said he’s 
looking forward to hearing 
the Rev. Hammond’s re-
marks and welcoming him 
back to Chelsea. Robinson 
and his wife, Linda Alio-
to-Robinson, have collab-
orated with Hammond on 
Mass Mentoring projects.

“I join with the CBC 
and others in welcoming 
the Rev. Hammond, a man 
of tremendous stature and 

spiritual leadership excel-
lence to our community 
for this important celebra-
tion,” said Robinson. 

Robinson and the City 
Council will be recog-
nizing the Trailblazers 
- CAPIC Executive Di-
rector Richelle Cromwell, 
long-time Chelsea Rotary 
Club member and charita-
ble project organizer Juan 
Gallego, Sara Arman of 
GreenRoots, communi-

The Rev. Dr. Ray Hammond will be keynote speaker at CBC ‘Trailblazers’  celebration

CBC Black History Month

See HAMMOND Page 4

The Rev. Dr. Ray Hammond.
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As severe winter storms 
continue to move through 
the country, the Ameri-
can Red Cross asks those 
in areas unaffected by 
weather to schedule the 
earliest-available blood or 
platelet donation appoint-
ments in their community.  

Dangerous snow and 
ice conditions have con-
tributed to more than 20 
blood drive cancellations 
since the beginning of the 
year, resulting in nearly 
650 uncollected blood and 
platelet donations.

Since the Red Cross 
issued its first-ever blood 
crisis in January, thou-
sands of generous donors 
have come forward to 
give,but patient care re-
mains at risk. The threat 
of winter weather contin-
ues − as well as ongoing 
complications posed by 
the omicron variant – and 
could further complicate 
efforts to rebuild the blood 
supply.

More donors are need-
ed to make appointments 
now for the weeks ahead to 
help ensure accident vic-
tims, cancer patients and 
new mothers experiencing 
complicated childbirths 
have access to lifesaving 
blood product transfu-
sions without delay. Make 
an appointment to give 
blood or platelets by us-
ing the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org or calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

 
Health insights for 

donors
At a time when health 

information has never 
been more important, the 
Red Cross is screening 
all blood, platelet and 
plasma donations from 
self-identified African 
American donors for the 
sickle cell trait. This addi-
tional screening will pro-
vide Black donors with an 
additional health insight 
and help the Red Cross 
identify compatible blood 
types more quickly to help 
patients with sickle cell 
disease. Blood transfusion 
is an essential treatment 
for those with sickle cell 
disease, and blood dona-
tions from individuals of 
the same race, ethnicity 
and blood type have a 
unique ability to help pa-
tients fighting sickle cell 

disease.  
Donors can expect to 

receive sickle cell trait 
screening results, if appli-
cable, within one to two 
weeks through the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App 
and the online donor por-
tal at RedCrossBlood.org.

 
Blood drive safety

Each Red Cross blood 
drive and donation center 
follows the highest stan-
dards of safety and infec-
tion control, and addition-
al precautions – including 
face masks for donors and 
staff, regardless of vacci-
nation status – have been 
implemented to help pro-
tect the health of all those 
in attendance. Donors 
are asked to schedule an 
appointment prior to ar-
riving at the drive.

 
 How to donate blood
Simply download the 

American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, vis-
it RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or 
for more information. All 
blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of iden-
tification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who 

are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed by 
state law), weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in gen-
erally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. 
High school students and 
other donors 18 years of 
age and younger also have 
to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

Blood and platelet do-
nors can save time at their 
next donation by using 
RapidPass® to complete 
their pre-donation reading 
and health history ques-
tionnaire online, on the day 
of their donation, before 
arriving at the blood drive. 
To get started, follow the 
instructions at RedCross-
Blood.org/RapidPass or 
use the Blood Donor App.

The American Red 
Cross shelters, feeds and 
provides comfort to vic-
tims of disasters; supplies 
about 40% of the nation's 
blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; distributes in-
ternational humanitarian 
aid; and supports veter-
ans, military members and 
their families. The Red 
Cross is a nonprofit orga-
nization that depends on 
volunteers and the gener-
osity of the American pub-
lic to deliver its mission. 
For more information, 
please visit redcross.org 
or CruzRojaAmericana.
org, or visit us on Twitter 
at @RedCross.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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By Adam Swift

Monday night, the 
School Committee ap-
proved a new three-year 
contract for the Chelsea 
Administrators Associa-
tion. 

The contract, retroac-
tive back to July of last 
year, sees raises and new 
steps for the bargaining 
unit of assistant principals 
and district coordinator 
positions. It also calls for 
the creation of two new 
director positions in the 
district.

“For the coordina-
tors, which is one of the 
key groups for our CAA 
group, we added a fourth 
step that applies after five 
years of service, which 
honors those who have 
been in the positions for 
at least five years,” said 
Christine Lee, the dis-
trict’s human resources 
director. “For the assistant 

principals, we will be hav-
ing a slight change in their 
number of days and a few 
other things in there.”

The number of days 
elementary and middle 
school principals work 
will increase from 205 to 
210 to help provide more 
support during the school 
breaks, Lee said.

Conversely, the num-
ber of days worked for the 
high school assistant prin-
cipals will drop from 220 
to 215.

“We believe this will 
help with ensuring they 
are working over the sum-
mer, but are also provided 
with some time off over 
the summer,” said Lee.

Lee said the new con-
tract will also standardize 
assistant principal rates so 
that all the positions begin 
at the same hourly rate. 
Under the contract, the as-
sistant principals will see 
a 5.25 percent raise for the 

first year of the contract, 
followed by 3 percent 
increases in the second 
and third years. The high 
school assistant principal 
raises will be slightly low-
er so that all the district 
assistant principal posi-
tions are at the same rate 
by Fiscal Year 2023.

The proposal for two 
director positions within 
the district will help create 
a pipeline within the ad-
ministrative unit for new 
leadership positions, Lee 
said.

Additional provisions 
in the contract call for all 
service years from the 
Chelsea Teachers Union 
an administrator may have 
to carry over to the CAA, 
and that assistant princi-
pals who are approved to 
cover long-term for prin-
cipals on leave are paid at 
the hourly rate of the prin-
cipal.

School Committee approves 
administrators’ contract

PCSS partners with the Spark and Stitch
Institute on series of seminars for parents

Staff Report

The Pioneer Charter 
School, a K-12 system 
with campuses in Ever-
ett and Saugus is offer-
ing a series of webinars 
for parents geared toward 
helping students navigate 
the unique challenges of 
coming of age during a 
pandemic. 

The series of webinars 
focus on topics including; 
screen time and mental 
health, boundaries and the 
teenage brain and building 
resilience and managing 
stress. The webinars are 
run by Spark and Stitch In-
stitute, which was found-
ed by Dr. David Walsh and 
his daughter Erin. Walsh is 
also the founder of the Na-
tional Institute of Media 
and Family. 

Two webinars have al-
ready been held focused 
on managing children’s 
stress levels and maximiz-
ing the benefits and mini-
mizing the harm of screen 

time. There are two more 
webinars left this year 
on February 17th “Three 
Common Beliefs About 
Your Teenager That Can 
Derail Your Relationship 
(And What To Do  In-
stead)”  and “Let’s Get 
Started: Disrupting Bias 
in Children and Youth” on 
March 22. 

“The pandemic has 
made adolescence a more 
difficult time to navigate 
than ever before and par-
ents, teachers and students 
need every resource possi-
ble to help them through 

this unprecedented time,” 
said Barish Icin, CEO of 
Pioneer Charter School 
of Science. “The skills 
learned in these webinars, 
such as resilience, stress 
management and conflict 
resolution, are invalu-
able and we are thrilled to 
bring them into our stu-
dents’ homes.”

For additional informa-
tion about the webinars 
or the Pioneer Charter 
School of Science please 
visit https://pioneercss.
org/.

Pioneer Charter School of Science.

being encouraged to stay 
home if they exhibit any 
symptoms of being ill.

“It is a tricky year to 
look at attendance as a 
measure, but we are track-
ing it,” said Deleidi.

The good news, Deleidi 
said, is that over the past 
two weeks, the positive 
Covid numbers are start-
ing to drop for students 
and staff.

“The staff had the more 

drastic jump, and they 
dropped faster than the 
students,” said Deleidi. 
“We believe we will see a 
bigger drop with students 
moving forward.”

that we are dealing with.”
Providing mental health 

resources for students, 
both in the schools and to-
gether with the communi-
ty, are an important piece 
of helping to improve stu-
dent achievement, Abeyta 
said.

At Monday’s School 
Committee meeting, the 
district’s equity, counsel-
ing, and social work lead-
ers gave a presentation on 
mental health issues in the 
schools and the steps be-
ing taken to address them.

“When the students 
came back in the fall, we 
really wanted to know 
how they were doing emo-
tionally,” said Kim Huffer, 
the social work adminis-
trator. 

A voluntary mental 
health screen was given 
to students, and the results 
were in line with what 
is being seen across the 
country, Huffer said.

“It really aligns with 
what the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics was 
saying around the men-
tal health crisis, and with 
what the U.S. Surgeon 
General came out with 
about mental health being 
a public health issue,” said 
Huffer.

District-wide, just over 
10 percent of students 

tested as having clinically 
significant levels of de-
pression and/or anxiety, 
while another 7.5 percent 
presented as borderline at-
risk.

The highest percentag-
es were seen in the middle 
school level.

Pre-pandemic, Huffer 
said the typical percentage 
for significant and border-
line issues is about 8 per-
cent.

Huffer said the mid-
dle school students are 
at a developmental stage 
where they are still depen-
dent on adults, but face 
greater pressure trying to 
fit in with peer groups and 
achieve their own identity.

“We are seeing the 
biggest impact on them 
mostly because of the so-
cial isolation and also just 
the unpredictability of the 
world,” said Huffer.

Ellen Kokinidis, the 
district’s school counsel-
ing coordinator, said the 
district is working to meet 
the mental health needs 
of the students through a 
tiered approach.

“The goal is for all of 
our students to improve 
their learning and to im-
prove graduation rates, but 
overall to promote success 
and wellbeing for all of 
our students,” said Koki-

nidis.
The tiered approach 

includes social emotional 
learning throughout the 
district and curriculum 
and the integration of 
emotion regulation skills 
into the classroom, family 
and community involve-
ment, and individual as-
sessment and intervention 
for students who need it.

“Another system of 
support that we have is 
a comprehensive school 
mental health team that is 
looking to provide an ar-
ray of supports,” said Ko-
kinidis.

Additionally, the 
schools are working with 
community leaders and 
the municipal government 
with a Children’s Cabi-
net model that includes a 
mental health subcommit-
tee.

Several School Com-
mittee members applaud-
ed the steps being taken 
by the district to tackle 
mental health issues.

“It’s not only Covid, 
children who have moved 
into Chelsea have come 
with trauma from other 
countries, and from the so-
cial and economic impacts 
we see in the community 
in which we live,” said 
School Committee mem-
ber Yessenia Alfaro.

Winter weather intensifying Red Cross blood crisis
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                 PRICE    
Konzel, Michael Gregoire, Jennifer L 19 Medford St #2 $370,000  
Lenkiewicz, Edward J Lenkiewicz Edward J Est  32 Division St   $143,750  
Lenkiewicz, Edward J Lenkiewicz Edward J Est 34 Division St   $143,750  
Privat, Nyajia Cano-Arango, Mauricio 39 Warren Ave #1 $437,000  
Yang, Yiqing Orellana, Angel O 74 Essex St      $950,000  
Garcia, Kelly Garcia, Roberto 135 Washington Ave $400,000  
40 Burdett LLC Pezzuto, Robert J 222 Webster Ave  $432,000  

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time to sell, prices are high, rates are 
low. List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488
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Staff Report

The East Cambridge 
Savings Charitable Foun-
dation, the charitable giv-
ing arm of East Cambridge 
Savings Bank, recently 
awarded grants to 16 local 
nonprofits including sev-
eral in Chelsea that focus 
on supporting low- and 
moderate-income indi-
viduals within the Bank’s 
Community Reinvestment 
Act (CRA) communities – 
15 cities and towns where 
the Bank has a branch or 
provides banking services. 
The Bank’s Foundation 
was formed in May of 
1997 to support communi-
ty organizations that work 
to address and support af-
fordable housing, educa-
tion, family and youth ser-
vices and senior citizens.

East Cambridge Sav-
ings Bank president and 
chief executive officer 
Gilda Nogueira, who also 
serves as president of the 
Bank’s charitable foun-
dation, remarked on the 
importance of supporting 
local nonprofit organi-
zations. “Our Bank has 
a long standing and con-
tinuing commitment to 
identifying and support-
ing local organizations 
that are doing the difficult 
but much needed work of 
serving our most vulner-
able neighbors,” stated 
Nogueira. “Each orga-
nization that received a 
grant at the end of 2021 
works every day to ex-
pand access to affordable 
housing, support children 
and families, serve senior 
citizens, and expand edu-
cational opportunities. Ev-
ery member of our Bank 
family – customers, em-
ployees, and community 
members – can be proud 
to support these worthy 
causes. The grants award-
ed went directly to helping 
those most in need.”

One of the organi-

zations that received a 
grant was the Cambridge 
YMCA, a Central Square 
based institution founded 
in 1867. The Cambridge Y 
provides a myriad of pro-
gramming to people of all 
ages and fosters lifelong 
growth and development 
through the promotion of 
physical and emotional 
well-being, social ser-
vices, and childcare. Nan-
cy O’Brien, the Y’s pres-
ident and chief executive 
officer noted that the 
Bank’s support goes be-
yond a donation. “East 
Cambridge Savings Bank 
and the Cambridge Y have 
a true partnership. They’re 
a business partner, a stead-
fast supporter, and Gilda 
serves on our Board as 
Vice Chair. We share a 
common purpose of serv-
ing those in our communi-
ty, and we truly appreciate 
the Bank’s commitment to 
making our city a better 
place to live, work, and 
raise a family.”

Organizations that re-
ceived a grant in Decem-
ber 2021 include:

• Cambridge Communi-
ty Center

• Cambridge Family 
and Children’s Service – 
The Art C. Spears Recre-
ation Fund

• Cambridge Public Li-
brary Foundation

• Cambridge YMCA
• Chelsea Restoration 

Corporation
• GreenRoots, Chelsea, 

Mass.
• Housing Corporation 

of Arlington
• Jordan Boys and Girls 

Club, Chelsea, Mass.
• La Colabrotiva, Chel-

sea, Mass.
• Mystic Valley Elder 

Services, Malden, Mass.
• Mystic Valley YMCA, 

Malden, Mass.
• Somerville Communi-

ty Corporation
• Somerville YMCA
• Triangle, Inc., Mal-

den, Mass.
• Waltham YMCA
• WATCH Community 

Development Corpora-
tion, Waltham, Mass.

Earlier in the year, the 
Bank’s charitable foun-
dation also supported the 
following organizations:

• Arlington EATS
• Bread of Life, Mal-

den, Mass.
• Cambridge Neighbor-

hood Apartment Housing 
Services, Inc. (CNAHS)

• Camp Rotary, Chelsea 
& Lynn, Mass.

• Community Cooks, 
Somerville, Mass.

• Lynn Boys and Girls 
Club

• Massachusetts Assist-
ed Living Association, 
Waltham, Mass.

• Second Chances, 
Somerville, Mass.

• Solutions at Work, 
Cambridge, Mass.

• Somerville-Cam-
bridge Elder Services

• The Children’s Room, 
Arlington, Mass.

• The Neighborhood 
Developers, Chelsea, 
Mass.

East Cambridge Sav-
ings Bank is a full-service 
mutually-held bank that 
is committed to be the 
preferred banking part-
ner in the communities 
it serves. Established in 
1854, the Bank strives to 
provide an exceptional 
customer experience and 
generous support for the 
community. Headquar-
tered in Cambridge, the 
Bank has locations in Ar-
lington, Belmont, Cam-
bridge, Chelsea, Malden, 
Medford, Somerville, and 
Waltham, as well as an ed-
ucational training facility 
at Cambridge Rindge and 
Latin School. The Bank is 
a member of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (FDIC), the Deposi-
tors Insurance Fund (DIF), 
and is an Equal Housing 
Lender.

East Cambridge Savings Charitable Foundation 
closes 2021 with donations to 16 local organizations

cess that can be intense, 
and said he was impressed 
with how Cabral handled 
the questioning.

“I’m impressed with 
the fact that you held your 
ground, and I will echo 
what my colleague (Dis-
trict 1 Councillor) Todd 
Taylor siad, it’s okay to 
have a different opinion 
on a board, that’s where 
ideas and conversation 
come from,” said Avella-
neda.

Henriquez recent-
ly served on the School 
Committee for a decade 
and left her seat after she 
moved out of the district 
she represented.

“The reason that I am 
coming back is because 
I have lived in this com-
munity for many years 
and I have worked in the 
community for so many 
years,” said Henriquez. “I 
am here for the students 
and I really care about the 
education of all the stu-
dents. It’s very important 
to me to listen to the par-

ents’ concerns and involve 
the parents, too.”

Avellaneda questioned 
Henriquez about the write-
in campaign she ran for 
the District 5 seat, stating 
he was concerned about 
her low vote total consid-
ering she has run for office 
in the past.

Henriquez said she was 
surprised and frustrated 
at her low vote total, not-
ing that she spent time 
and money on flyers and 
door knocking during her 
campaign. She said she 
believes there were people 
who voted for Wilson be-
cause they did not believe 
the child rape charges he 
is facing.

“It made me angry,” 
said Henriquez. “We talk 
a lot about civic participa-
tion … but people are ap-
athetic about going to vote 
and we saw that in this 
election, not everybody is 
going to vote.”

Avellaneda said he ap-
preciated Henriquez’s 
answer and the backstory 

about the election.
Councillor-At-Large 

Damali Vidot said she was 
still upset about the results 
of the District 5 School 
Committee election.

“I still bang my head 
against the wall that an 
accused pedophile got as 
many votes as he got,” she 
said. “The issue here is not 
(Henriquez), it’s a lack of 
civic engagement and a 
lack of education of the 
electorate.”

District 4 School Com-
mittee nominee Covas also 
graduated from Chelsea 
High School and has one 
son who will be going into 
kindergarten at the Early 
Learning Center next fall, 
and another son who will 
be entering kindergarten 
the year after that.

“My biggest reason for 
wanting to be part of the 
School Committee is so I 
can have a voice and be 
a little bit of a bridge be-
tween parents and what is 
going on in the school sys-
tem,” said Covas.

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

ENDICOTT COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES 
LOCAL DEAN’S LIST 
STUDENTS 

 Endicott College, the 
first college in the U.S. 
to require internships of 
its students, is pleased to 
announce its Fall 2021 
Dean’s List students. In 
order to qualify for the 
Dean’s List, a student 
must obtain a minimum 
grade point average of 
3.5, receive no letter grade 
below “C,” have no with-
drawal grades, and be en-
rolled in a minimum of 12 
credits for the semester. 

The following Chelsea 
students have met these 
requirements:

• Ava LaBella, Exercise 
Science, daughter of Kris-
ten LaBella and Antonio 
LaBella

• Gerson Yanes Benitez, 
Business

Endicott College offers 
doctorate, master’s, bach-
elor’s, and associate de-
gree programs at its cam-
pus on the scenic coast of 
Beverly, Mass., with addi-
tional sites online and at 
U.S. and international lo-
cations. Endicott remains 
true to its founding prin-
ciple of integrating pro-
fessional and liberal arts 
education with internship 
opportunities across dis-
ciplines. For more, visit 

endicott.edu.
 

LOCAL RESIDENTS 
EARN DEAN’S LIST 
HONORS FROM

MassBay Community 
College

The following local res-
idents have been named to 
the MassBay Community 
College Dean’s List.

• Christopher Duran 
Luciano, of Chelsea, who 
studies Computer Science, 
achieved this outstanding 
academic honor for the 
fall 2021 semester.

• Sheila De Los Santos, 
of Chelsea, who studies 
International Business, 
achieved this outstanding 
academic honor for the 
fall 2021 semester.

To be eligible for the 
MassBay Dean’s List, 
students must complete 
at least six credits of col-
lege-level courses, be in 
good standing with the 
College, and earn a grade 
point average of 3.5 or 
higher.

To learn more about 
MassBay visit massbay.
edu.

MassBay Community 
College is the most af-
fordable higher education 
option in MetroWest Bos-
ton, offering a robust port-
folio of courses and more 
than 70 associate degree 

and certificate programs 
with flexible day, evening, 
and weekend classes in 
Ashland, Framingham, 
Wellesley Hills, and on-
line. MassBay students 
receive an unmatched ed-
ucational value by earn-
ing stackable credits that 
transfer to bachelor’s de-
gree programs, and work-
force-ready skills neces-
sary to advance careers in 
high-demand fields such 
as health and life scienc-
es, automotive technolo-
gy, engineering, business, 
cybersecurity, and the 
humanities. MassBay’s 
Associate Degree in Nurs-
ing (RN) and Practical 
Nursing (LPN) programs 
were both ranked as the 
#1 Nursing Program in 
Massachusetts in 2020-
2021 by national nursing 
advocacy organizations 
RegisteredNursing.org, 
and PracticalNursing.org. 
Since its founding in 1961, 
MassBay has been accred-
ited by several governing 
bodies and remains firmly 
committed to its mission 
of meeting the needs of 
the diverse local commu-
nities it serves. We value 
the intrinsic worth of all 
individuals, collectively 
in pursuit of inclusiveness 
and prioritize our work 
towards achieving equity 
within our community and 
beyond.

PHOTOS BY PAUL KOOLLOIAN

Shown above, Chelsea firefighters 
respond to a gas spill late Tuesday eve-
ning, Feb. 8,
On Beacham Street near the Chelsea/
Everett line a gas tanker began leaking 
gasoline; it is not yet known how much 
was lost. Crews worked efficiently and 
effectivelty to conain the spill and limit 
the scope of the damage.

TANKER SPILL ON BEECHAM STREET
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ty engagement specialist 
Loira Moore, lifelong res-
ident and former business 
owner Paul Smith, and 
community leader Nicole 
McKoy – at its Feb. 14 
Council meeting.

Chelsea High students 
will deliver poems at the 
Chelsea Trailblazer cele-
bration.

“It’s unfortunate that we 
won’t be able to hold this 
event in person again,” 
said Cromwell. “We 

thought about it, but the 
safety issues with COVID 
were a health concern.”

Cromwell said that 
CBC will be holding a 
“Spring Fling” to celebrate 
the Chelsea Trailblazers 
“as well as a community 
getting through this awful 
pandemic.”

“Celebrating communi-
ty does not end with Black 
History Month when it 
ends in February,” said 
Cromwell. “We will con-

tinue to be a positive in-
fluence in the community 
and continue to highlight 
the Chelsea Trailblazers 
throughout the summer.

“I think we (the CBC) 
have grown immense-
ly in the community. We 
are definitely involved 
first- hand in what makes 
a difference in our com-
munity and making an 
impact in terms of com-
munity-building, civic 
obligation, keeping people 
informed, educating resi-
dents, and being available 
to show residents that they 
are not alone.

“Even though our com-
munity is over 60 percent 
Latino, there are still oth-
ers that live, reside, and 
call Chelsea their home 
that have to be always 
accounted for, and that’s 
what we stand for – a 
community as a whole, 
with 100 percent inclu-
sion,” said Cromwell.

Black History Month
events continuing

President Joan Crom-
well reports that Black 
History is proceeding ex-
tremely well, with its next 
event scheduled for Thurs-
day, Feb. 10. Dr. Nnamdi 
Amaechina, an internist at 
Charlton Hospital in Fall 

River, will be speaking 
about health and wellness 
in the community and how 
BIPOC communities are 
doing in terms of health.

“Dr. Amaechina’s ap-
pearance reflects off of 
the National Black Histo-
ry Month theme which is 
health and wellness and 
communities of color,” 
said Cromwell.

CBC On The Frontlines 
During the Pandemic
CBC continues to make 

is presence felt as an or-
ganization helping the 
community during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We’ve been on the 
frontlines of the COVID 
vaccine clinic,” said 
Cromwell. “In the month 
of December, we had over 
4,000 people come to the 
clinic to be vaccinated. 
We’re working in collabo-
ration with the City as well 
as Cataldo Ambulance.”

CBC has also done a se-
ries of presentations with 
the People’s AME Church 
focusing on COVID-relat-
ed information.

(Biographical informa-
tion about the Rev. Dr. 
Ray Hammond was used 
from the Barr Foundation 
in the compilation of this 
story).

Hammond / Continued from page 1
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THE 1887 ELECTORAL 
COUNT ACT MUST BE 

AMENDED 
Americans always have taken for granted the sanc-

tity and integrity of our electoral system. For decades, 
we routinely have sent observers to countries where 
democracy is a new thing to ensure that those nations 
conducted their elections on the up-and-up, using our 
electoral system as a model. 

America’s democratic process, we have assumed, is 
the gold standard for democracies around the world. We 
never considered that our own democracy, the world’s 
oldest, was anything but rock-solid.

However, the 2020 Presidential election upended 
all of those assumptions. It turns out that what we had 
thought were firmly-embedded procedures are not so 
clear, and could be subject to a wide range of interpre-
tation.

This lack of clarity is thanks to an arcanely-worded 
statute, known as the 1887 Electoral Count Act.

The Act was enacted by Congress in 1887, 10 years 
after the disputed 1876 presidential election, in which 
several states submitted competing slates of electors 
and a divided Congress was unable to resolve the dead-
lock for weeks. Though it took Congress more than 10 
years to finally pass the act, the effort to clarify some of 
the ambiguities contained in the Constitution concern-
ing the Electoral College only served to create deeper 
ambiguities.

Up until 2020, there never had been a serious chal-
lenge to the results of a presidential election. Howev-
er, as we all know by now, former President Donald 
Trump, aided and abetted by a large number of mem-
bers of Congress, attempted to use the lack of clarity in 
the Electoral Count Act to overturn the Electoral Col-
lege results of five states. 

Fortunately, Trump’s shenanigans -- as usual -- 
were neither well-organized nor well-focused. Further, 
vice-president Mike Pence was not willing to be a par-
ticipant in Trump’s charade.

However, Trump’s gambit brought to the attention of 
legal scholars and our elected officials the potential for 
unscrupulous -- and better-organized -- actors to wreak 
havoc with our democratic process. All of us have come 
to realize that the guard rails that we had thought existed 
to protect our democratic norms are nothing more than 
a chimera.

Amending the 1887 Electoral Count Act is a non-par-
tisan issue. Future Democrats are equally as likely as 
future Republicans to try to exploit the weaknesses of 
the act to the detriment of our democracy.

We urge both of our U.S. Senators, Ed Markey and 
Elizabeth Warren, as well as our members of Congress, 
to join with Republican colleagues such as Maine Sena-
tor Susan Collins to amend the act expeditiously.

In view of the events that took place in the aftermath 
of the 2020 election, this is the most urgent business that 
Congress can undertake in order to preserve the viabili-
ty of our democracy.

A SILVER LINING  
TO INFLATION 

We saw a report on the news the other night about 
the effect that inflation is having on food prices thanks 
to supply chain issues that have arisen during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The report highlighted that inflation is taking a bite 
(no pun intended) out of Americans’ wallets because of 
higher prices for items such as bacon, snack foods, and 
soft drinks.

“That’s a bad thing?” we thought to ourselves.
Americans are among the most obese and unhealth-

iest people in the world principally because we eat bad 
food -- and lots of it. The average American male to-
day weighs 30 pounds more than the average male did 
50 years ago and the average American woman today 
weighs as much as the average man did 50 years ago. 
The single-biggest risk factor -- after old age -- for a 
poor prognosis for a COVID-19 patient is being over-
weight. 

In our view, if the direct and indirect effects of 
COVID-19 have the result of forcing Americans to cut 
back on our consumption of highly-processed and junk 
foods, then that would be at least one good thing to come 
out of the otherwise ongoing tragedy of the pandemic.

Guest Op-ed

You can at least say howdy
By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

“Howdy,” was a com-
mon everyday word where 
I grew up. Raised on old 
Stidham, now known as 
Milo road in rural Ap-
palachia, I spent a lot of 
time at my Grandpa and 
Grandma Hinkle’s store. 
People came and went 
buying gasoline, sand-
wich meat, snacks or gro-
ceries for the week. There 
were cane bottom chairs 
in the store.   Often peo-
ple would sit and chat for 
a while. 

Regardless of how 
many times during the 
week I walked down the 
road to that store, the 
opening salutation was 
typically, “howdy.” 

 People were in and out 
of the Hinkle store doing 
business. A family mem-
ber was often coming or 
going because my grand-
parents had raised ten 
children and there were 
many grandchildren who 
frequented the Hinkle 
business. Often, family 
members were buying a 

soda pop or just stopping 
in to say “howdy.” 

We grew up on Milo 
speaking to most everyone 
who came and went. When 
a car drove by, we usually 
waved even though we 
didn’t always know them. 
At family or church gath-
erings we typically talked 
to everyone for a minute 
or two and shook hands or 
hugged a few people.

The only time I can re-
member our family being 
speechless was when fif-
teen or twenty of us were 
sitting on the porch and a 
man from New York City 
pulled up in an older car. 
My grandpa had received 
an advertisement in the 
mail about a great used car 
he could buy for $500. He 
ordered the car to surprise 
my grandma and we were 
all really surprised when 
this man pulled in front of 
the store in an old beat up 
looking car. He had driv-
en the car from New York 
City, which was a long 
drive on those roads back 
then. After being drop jaw 
stunned silent for a few 

minutes, everyone loos-
ened up and eventually 
started talking to the man 
who was just doing a job 
but now had to get back to 
New York. By this time, 
some of us were chuckling 
just a little. A couple of the 
family members took the 
guy over to Kermit, West 
Virginia to catch a Grey-
hound bus to begin his 
long journey back home. 

A part of American cul-
ture has been hand shak-
ing and embracing those 
we know. A part of most 
American religious gath-
erings has been shaking 
hands. One church I at-
tended insisted on every-
body hugging each other. 

Covid-19 has impact-
ed our world with death, 
sickness and business fail-
ures. The distancing for 
many of us continues to be 
tough. We wear our masks 
and seldom know who 
else is in the grocery store. 
We’re fearful of going to 
the funeral home to honor 
and respect the deceased. 
Shaking hands or embrac-
ing anyone anywhere is 

typically totally unwel-
come. Many holiday par-
ties of large gatherings 
were fewer over the past 
holidays. People don’t 
want to be sick and so the 
distancing continues.

We do have the tele-
phone, social media and 
email which helps us at 
least stay connected. 

However, please keep 
in mind, when you do 
recognize someone at 
the grocery or any public 
place you may not feel 
comfortable embracing 
or shaking hands, but you 
can still convey a greeting 
and kindness by at least 
saying “howdy.” 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.
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SET IT.
YOU 
WON’T 
REGRET IT.

Earn a $50 bonus when you make monthly transfers 
from your checking to your savings account.1

day, Feb. 11 the dispen-
sary will join community 
partners in cutting the rib-
bon on the new facility at 
1 p.m. The event will fea-
ture a food truck, music 
as well as the unveiling of 
some new cannabis prod-
ucts not yet on the menu. 

“So we opened 
our doors on De-
cember 27 so 
it has been 
all word of 
m o u t h 
as we 
worked out 
some of the 
kinks,” said 
Kerwin. “We 
will cut the ribbon 
on the new facility at 1 
p.m. Friday and we will 
have a food truck. Across 
the Border, for customers 
on both Friday and Satur-
day. We will also be offer-
ing a bunch of new prod-
ucts that haven’t made it 
to the menu yet with some 
new pricing on products.”

Kerwin, who holds a 

medical marijuana license 
and has used cannabis to 
control his epilepsy since 
his youth, said the final 
product produced from 
Harbor House Collec-
tive’s onsite grow facility 
is some of the best canna-
bis products in the state. 

“Specifically our 
flower, which 

is grown with 
care under 
the right 

c o n d i -
tions, so 

when you 
put good 

stuff in you 
get good stuff 

out,” said Kerwin. 
“People are coming from 

all around to come and get 
our product because it’s 
really hard to find good 
stuff, especially cannabis 
concentrates,  in Massa-
chusetts. A lot of folks 
with medical cards, in-
cluding myself, would 
travel to Maine or Rhode 
Island to get better prod-

ucts.”
Kerwin said Harbor 

House Collective aims 
to end the cross border 
hunt for superior cannabis 
by offering a top quality 
product. 

“When it comes to 
Cannabis flowers and 
products, we only want 
the best, and we want the 
same for our customers,” 
he said. “At Harbor House 
Collective  we strive for 
the highest quality canna-
bis by starting with a focus 
on a premium selection of 
cannabis genetics. Our 
cultivation team is always 
improving by handpick-
ing our genetics in-house 
ensuring each strain has 
been hunted, grown, and 
manicured following our 
strict attention to details 
in terpenes, potency, and 
overall appeal to the con-
sumer. We grow our plants 
locally, adhering to indus-
try best practices.”

With a statewide focus 
on getting more equita-

The sales floor at Harbor House Collective.

Buoys and lobster traps make up some of the nautical-themed interior decor.

The reception area at Harbor House.

ble licenses to minority 
owned dispensaries, Har-
bor House Collective is a 
true family-run, minori-
ty-owned marijuana es-
tablishment.  

“We’ve hired over 65% 
of local people with 45 
% from Chelsea and Re-

vere,” said Kerwin. “Thir-
ty two percent of employ-
ees are female and 59% 
are minorities so we really 
have been trying to focus 
on creating a business that 
is representative of the 
community.”

Kerwin said the Londo-

no family has had strong 
roots in Chelsea for a 
longtime. Father Miguel 
Londono is the principal 
owner while his son, Ga-
briel, will serve as CEO. 

Harbor House Collec-
tive’s hours are Monday - 
Saturday 10 am- 8 pm.
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2022 2022 2022 Happy Valentine’s Day 

Have a wonderful Valentine’s Day

Happy Valentine’s 
Day Mom!! 
Love Elijah

Happy Valentine’s 
Day Dadda & Nana ! 
Love, Kinsley Jae xoxo

Nana,
Happy Valentie’s 

Day 
We love you 

Love Lauren, Joe, 
Frank, Paul
Steph, Jenn

Sam &
 Katie

To Christopher,
 

Mama loves you
Happy Valentie’s 

Day

Happy Valentine’s 
Day to my first and 

forever Valentine, my 
Daddy!

Happy Heavenly 
Valentine’s Day, Ma 

& Johnny, Love Doreen

Life is filled with lots of 
things that make it all 
worthwhile, but none 

is better than your little 
smile! Thank you for 

filling my life with love! 
Happy Valentine’s day 

Mikayla!

EV-Mommy, you’re 
my furever Valentine!

Happy Valentine’s 
Day 2022 to the best 
Mamie in the whole 
wide world! Love, 

Maranda xox

Happy Valentine’s Day, 
Auntie Doreen  Aun-
tie Loreen, Uncle John 

Love Roman

Happy Valentine’s 
Day Birthday Auntie 

Karen Love Roman

Snow days are the best 
days Happy Valentine’s 

Day ❤❤Jimmy, Pa, 
Nona and Nonu 
Love Charlotte
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CHS Roundup

CHELSEA HIGH GIRLS BASKETBALL FALLS TO REVERE

CHS BOYS TRACK
TOPS EVERETT,  
48-37

The Chelsea High boys 
indoor track and field team 
put the finishing touch 
on a successful dual meet 
season with a 48-37 victo-
ry over Everett last week.

The triumph gave coach 
Cesar Hernandez's Red 
Devils a fine 5-2 record as 
they head into the Great-
er Boston League Meet 
tomorrow (Friday) after-
noon at the Reggie Lewis 
Athletic and Track Center.

Chelsea captured four 
of the nine individual 
events as well as the 4 x 
400 relay.

Nate Nadow topped 
the field in the 600 with a 
time of 1:29.7; Ruben Pa-
dilla grabbed top spot in 
the 1000 with a clocking 
of 2:59.3;  Alex Estrada 
outran the field in the mile 
with a time of 5:35.7; and 
Jeffrey Ponce captured the 
shot-put with a toss of 42'-
0", which was more than 
two feet further than his 
closest rival.

The Red Devils won 
the meet thanks to taking 
second place in eight of 
the nine events: Emman-
uel Simon in the 55 dash 
in 6.1; Nasir Adams in the 
55 hurdles; Ali Warsame 

in the 300 dash in 39.0; 
Sebastian Rendon in the 
1000 in 2:59.7; Alejan-
dro Zepeda in the mile in 
5:41.8; Ian Padilla in the 
two mile in 12:03.2; and 
Markland Richards in the 
high jump with a leap of 
5'-0".

Adding single points 
to the Chelsea cause with 
third-place finishes were 
Johnny Maldonado in the 
two-mile in 13:04.7 and 
Austin Freeman in the 600 
in 1:37.6.

The Red Devil 4 x 400 
relay quartet of Nate Nad-
ow, Ali Warsame, Alejan-
dro Zepeda, and Sebastian 
Rendon defeated their 
Crimson Tide counterparts 
by almost 13 seconds with 
a time of 4:12.7, compared 
to Everett's 4:25.1.

 
CHS GIRLS FALL 
JUST SHORT TO 
EVERETT, 44-41 

The Chelsea High girls 
indoor track and field team 
came up just short in their 
final dual meet of the sea-
son at Everett last week by 
a score of 44.41.

The Lady Red Devils 
won five of the nine in-
dividual events and also 
captured the 4 x 400 relay.

Dhalia Christmas won 
the shot-put with a throw 

of 25'-5.75"; Gizelle Ro-
driguez sprinted to first 
place in the 300 dash in 
45.0; Darily Sanchez took 
the 600 in 1:59.9; Jasmine 
Maradiaga topped the 
field in the mile in 7:26.9; 
and Holly Hattleberg won 
the two-mile with a time 
of 16:04.1.

Adding three points to 
the CHS side of the score-
sheet with second-place 
performances were:  Re-
ina Martino in the 600 in 
2:10.9; Giselle Olivar in 
the 1000 in 3:32.5; and 
Hazel Hattleberg in the 
mile in 7:28.8.

Contributing third-
place points for Chelsea 
were Reina Moreira in the 
1000 with a clocking of 
4:14.2 and Lauren Madow 
in the hurdles in a time of 
11.5.

The CHS 4 x 400 quar-
tet of Gizelle Rodriguez, 
Hazel Hattleberg, Jasmine 
Maradiaga, and Darily 
Sanchez won the race with 
a time of 5:12, which was 
13 seconds faster than Ev-
erett's clocking of 5:25.2.

Coach Cesar Hernadez 
and his squad, who fin-
ished at 3-4 on the season, 
will compete in the GBL 
Meet tomorrow (Friday) 
at the Reggie Lewis facili-
ty in Boston.

Maria Carmaco  heads up court defended by Revere’s Lorena Martinez.

Chelsea’s Keara Chavez Trejo gets a pass away as  Revere’s Carolina Bettero defends.

Chelsea’s Isabella Chavez and Revere’s Lorena Martinez watch a loose ball.

Edisse Ndayikeza dives to the floor to try and keep a loose ball in play.

Katie Arias seems to look for diving intervention as she drives toward the basket.

Katie Arias (41) fights for a rebound.

Chelsea’s Keara Chavez Trejo intercepts a pass intended for Revere’s Carolina Bettero

Bob Marra Photos

The Chelsea High 
School girls basketball 
team, under the direction 
of head coach Gena Res-

tiano, played Revere High 
in a GBL game at the Saul 
Nechtem Gymnasium. 
The matchup created an 
interesting situation for 
Restiano, who was a Re-

vere High basketball star 
and 1,000-point scorer be-
fore continuing her career 
in the Suffolk University 
women’s basketball pro-
gram.
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389 Washington Ave.
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carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
Leo Templehof

Former Chelsea resident

Leo E. Templehof of 
Arkansas, formerly of 
Chelsea and Fryeburg, 
Maine, died unexpectedly 
at CHI St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas on Friday, January 
28, at the age of 73.

He was predeceased by 
his beloved wife, Eleanor 
(Ellie) L. (Parmenter), his 
parents, Henry L. and Ed-
wina E. (Greenlaw), and a 
brother James Templehof. 
Survivors include his lov-
ing daughter and son-in-
law, Denise M. and Mi-
chael Boivin of Conway 
NH, a brother, Thomas 
Templehof of Lawrence 
and two sisters, Linda Ste-
fanowicz of Chelsea and 
Lisa Templehof of Quincy 
and many nieces, nephews 
and extended family.

Leo’s early career be-
gan on the North Shore 
of Boston including Ev-
erett, Watertown and 
Chelsea where he worked 
as a civilian in the Bos-
ton Fire Department as a 
mechanic and auxiliary 
firefighter. He was Vice 
President of the Local 944 
A.F.S.C.M.E. and a mem-
ber of the International 
Association of Fire Fight-
ers AFL-CIO-CLC. He 
was a bartender and event 
coordinator of the Merit 
Club in Chelsea for many 
years.

He then moved on to 
own and operate Valley 
Fire & Safety Co. in Frye-
burg, ME with his wife, 
Ellie up until her death in 
1996 and for many years 
he travelled the states buy-
ing and selling new and 
used fire equipment.

He later moved south 
where he resided in Geor-
gia, South Carolina and 
Arkansas.

He was so proud of his 
service to the Fire Depart-
ment and the friends he 
made over the years. His 
entire career was dedicat-
ed to serving his commu-
nity and he was an avid 
NASCAR fan. 

A memorial service will 
be determined at a later 
date.

Donations in Memory 
of Leo may be made to 
St. Jude on line at http://
giftfunds.stjude.org  or by 
mail at St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital Attn: 
St. Jude Gift Funds PO 
Box 1000 Dept 142 Mem-
phis, TN 38148-0142.

Richard Collette
November 19, 1938 – February 6, 2022

Retired Chelsea Fire-
fighter, Richard G. Col-
lette, passed away sud-
denly on February 6 at the 
Whidden Memorial Hos-
pital in Everett.  He was 
83 years old.

Born and raised in Chel-
sea, the beloved son of the 
late George R. and Marion 
E. (DeMone) Collette, he 
attended local schools and 
was a lifelong resident of 
Chelsea.

He was married to Di-
ane L. (Gill) Collette for 
30 years and raised his 
family in Chelsea.

Richard worked as a 
Firefighter and first re-
sponder for the Chel-
sea Fire Department for 
twenty-five years and was 
member of IAFF Chelsea 
Firefighters Local 937.  
He retired in 1992.  For 
50+ years he was also the 
proprietor of Collette Ap-
pliance Repair.

In his lifetime Richard 
enjoyed boating and was 
a longtime member of the 
Winthrop Yacht Club.  He 
loved to play a weekly 
game of Bridge, and he 
played hockey to the age 
of 65.  He is remembered 
by his family as the origi-
nal “Mr. Fix-it” and fami-
ly handyman.

Richard was prede-
ceased by his wife, Diane 
in 2006 and his sisters; 
Cynthia Bryman, Jose-

phine Langille and Do-
lores Maccini.

He is survived by his 
children and their spouses; 
Jackie Pann and her hus-
band, Robert of Manches-
ter NH, Tracey Visconti 
and her husband, Michael 
of Chelsea, Robin Krivit 
and her husband, John of 
Marblehead, Leah DeSte-
fano and her husband, 
Richard of Saugus, Keith 
Collette and his wife, Keri 
of West Warwick, RI, and 
Christine Collette of Chel-
sea.  He is also survived 
by 16 grandchildren and 
many great grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Welsh Funer-
al Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea. For online guest 
book or to send expres-
sions of sympathy, please 
visit; www.WelshFH.com.

Dorothy Josephine 
O’Connor

Formerly of Chelsea

Dorothy Josephine 
“Dottie” (Kuminski) 
O’Connor passed away 
on Saturday, Feb. 5, while 
receiving palliative care at 
the Kaplan Family Hos-
pice House in Danvers.  
She marked her 90th birth-
day last week.  

Born and raised in 
Montague, she was one of 
four daughters born to the 
late Joseph C. and Mary 
R. (Naperkoski) Kumins-
ki.  Dottie attended school 
in Montague and graduat-
ed from Turner Falls High 
School. She was married 
to Paul J. O’Connor for 42 
years and raised three sons 
and three daughters.

A resident of Chelsea 
for most of her life, she 
was a devoted homemak-
er and mother.  Dottie 
also worked outside of 
her home as an Insurance 
Underwriter for the Aetna 
Insurance Company for 20 
years, retiring in 1995.

Dottie loved her time 
with family, enjoyed trips 
to the “country” where she 
was born.  She also loved 
to travel to California 
to visit her son Tommy, 
daughter Paula and their 
families.  In her lifetime 
Dottie also enjoyed gar-
dening around her home, 
feeding wild birds from 
her backyard, traveling 
with her family to Old 
Orchard Beach, listening 
to country music, Elvis 
Presly, visiting Graceland 
in Memphis TN. and car-
ing for her pet parakeet 
“Charlie”.

In addition to her par-
ents, Dottie was prede-
ceased by her beloved 
husband, Paul J. O’Con-
nor, her son, James J. 
O’Connor, her daughter, 
Paula Knudsen, her sis-
ters; Helen Rogerleski, 
Jennie Wozniakewicz and 
Mary Grosberg.

She was the devot-
ed mother of Thomas 
“Tommy” O’Connor and 
his wife, Flor of Califor-
nia, Cathy Buckley and 
her husband, Timothy of 
Wakefield, David O’Con-
nor of Chelsea, Linda 
O’Connor of Lynn, and 
her son-in-law, Chris 
Knudsen of Boxford.

She was the cherished 
grandmother of Steven 
Santosuosso and his wife, 
Sue of Westford, Laurie 
Bryson and her husband 
Joey of Westford, Cheryl 
Usuga and her husband, 
Huberley of Wakefield, 
Christine Knudsen of 
Connecticut, Michelle 
Knudsen of Ipswich, Brian 
O’Connor and his spouse, 
Andrew Greenough of 
Beverly, Stephanie Hud-
son of Lynn, Joshua Nash 
of Lynn, Jessie O’Connor 
of North Carolina, Noel 
O’Connor of Alaska, Paul 
O’Connor of California, 
Paul O’Connor and his 
wife, Kim of Phillipston, 
and Amanda Silveira of 
Maine.  She is also lov-
ingly survived by her 14 
great-grandchildren, many 
nieces, nephews, and ex-
tended family and friends.

Visiting hours will be 
held from the Welsh Funer-
al Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea today, Thursday, 
February 10 from 4 to 8 
p.m. Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend.  Per order of the 
Chelsea Board of Health, 
all visitors are required to 
wear face masks while in 
the Funeral Home.  Funer-
al from the Welsh Funeral 
Home on Friday, February 
11 at 9 a.m.  Followed by 
a Funeral Mass at St. Rose 
Church, 600 Broadway, 
Chelsea at 10 a.m.  Ser-
vices will conclude with 
interment at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

Mary Welch
January 17, 1933 – February 1, 2022

Mary A. (Pietropaolo) 
Welsh, 89, passed away 
suddenly Tuesday eve-
ning, February 1 at the 
MGH in Boston.  Mary re-
cently lived courageously 
with pulmonary disease.  

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, Mary was one of 
five daughters of the late 
Gaetano and Giovanna 
(Magazzu) Pietropaolo.  
She was a lifelong resi-
dent of Chelsea where she 
attended local schools.  

Mary was married to 
George V. Welch for 46 
years and together raised 
two daughters and one 
son.  She was passionate-
ly devoted to home and 
family and also worked 
for Seiler’s Caterers, later 
as a salesclerk for K-Mart 
in Chelsea and Somerville 
and was a longtime mem-
ber of the former PAV 
Ladies Aux, Post 13 Chel-
sea.  There, together with 
her husband, she attended 
many dances and social 
gatherings.  While raising 
a beautiful family, she also 
enjoyed doing her own 
yard work and gardening 
around her home. 

In her later years, Mary 
kept herself active at the 
former Boston Sports 
Club “BSC” in Lynnfield 
where she loved water aer-
obics and her new friends. 
She enjoyed playing Bin-
go and especially cher-
ished playing card games 
of “Scat”, “Crazy 8’s”, 
“LCR” or “500 Rummy” 
with friends and family.

Mary was predeceased 
by her husband, George 
V. Welch Sr., her sisters 
and their spouses; Rose 
and Pat Leone, Grace and 
Leon Foubert and Jose-
phine and Mickey Drago 
and is survived by her dear 
sister Jennie Citro and her 
husband, Romolo of Bur-
lington. Mary is also sur-
vived by her loving and 
caring children and their 
spouses:   

Susan Wiseman and 
her husband, Brian of W. 
Newbury, Carol LaCom-
mare and her husband, 
Manne of Revere and 
George V. Welch Jr. and 

his wife, Mary of Saugus.  
Mary was the cherished 

grandmother of the late 
Jonathan Wiseman, Jason 
Wiseman and his wife, 
Jena, Joshua Wiseman and 
his wife, Caitlyn, Jeremy 
Wiseman, Jackie

LaCommare and his 
wife, Alicia, Lauren Car-
valho and her husband, 
Steven, George V. Welch, 
III, and his fiancée, Cristin 
and Meghan Welch and 
her boyfriend, Michael. 
In addition, to being a 
grandmother, Mary was 
the great-grandmother 
of Madison, Bradley and 
Julian Wiseman, Joseph 
Carvalho and Landon La-
Commare.

She is also survived by 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, extended family 
members and friends.  

Visiting hours were 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea on Monday, 
February 7.

And her Funeral was 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home on Tuesday, 
February 8 immediate-
ly followed by a Funeral 
Mass at St. Anthony of 
Padua Church, Revere.  
Interment was at Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Everett.    

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Mary’s 
name may be made to the 
Fanconi Anemia Research 
Fund, 1801 Willamette 
St., Ste. 200, Eugene OR 
97401 or visit www.Fan-
coni.org.

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

Staff Report

Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston (BGCB) has 
named seasoned non-prof-
it and community leader 
Robert Lewis Jr. as its new 
Nicholas President and 
CEO. Lewis will become 
the 16th leader of the or-
ganization in its 129-year 
history of youth develop-
ment in the Boston area. 
He begins his term Mon-
day, March 14, 2022.

Across its nine clubs in 
Boston, BGCB provides 
young people with afford-
able access to physically 
and emotionally safe en-
vironments, quality expe-
riences, ongoing relation-
ships with caring adults, 
and enriching opportuni-
ties. In 2021, 99 percent 
of high school seniors in 
BGCB’s programming 
graduated, with 98 percent 
being accepted to college 
or trade school and 2 per-
cent securing jobs or in-
ternships.  

Lewis joins BGCB 
from The BASE, an or-
ganization he founded in 
2013 to harness the un-
tapped potential of urban 

talent and build pathways 
to success through a pas-
sion for sports. Over the 
past nine years as Founder 
and President, Lewis has 
driven the organization’s 
expansion to include boys 
and girls, multiple sports 
– including eSports – and 
college prep and career 
counseling, as well as to 
address barriers its par-
ticipants face, including 
inequities, mental health, 
food insecurity and access 
to education. The BASE’s 
successful model has in-
spired the development of 
similar programs across 
the country. 

“It truly takes a village 
to create equal opportunity 
for urban youth and I am 
honored to join the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Boston to 
empower even more kids, 
teens and their families in 
our city,” said Lewis. “My 
life’s work has been dedi-
cated to building relation-
ships and partnerships that 
level the playing field and 
provide access and oppor-
tunities for of our city’s 
talented young people. 

Lewis joins Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston as New Nicholas CEO

See BGCB Page 9
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The Nicholas President 
and CEO role is a natural 
next step in that journey as 
I look to build on the sto-
ried legacy of BGCB and 
its work that touches near-
ly 8,000 lives annually in 
Boston. Through innova-
tion and collaboration, we 
will build a brighter future 
for our young people for 
generations to come. I 
can’t wait to get started.”   

As a nationally rec-
ognized thought leader, 
public speaker, and social 
innovator, Lewis brings a 
long history of non-profit 
and community leadership 
to BGCB. His previous 
roles include serving as 
Senior Vice President of 
City Year’s National Op-
erations, Executive Direc-
tor of City Year Boston, 
President of the National 
Conference for Communi-
ty and Justice (NCCJ), and 
Executive Director of the 
Boston Centers for Youth 
and Families (BCYF). As 
Vice President for Pro-
gram at The Boston Foun-

dation, he directed the dis-
tribution of more than $18 
million in discretionary 
grants annually and was 
the chief architect of two 
ground-breaking initia-
tives: StreetSafe Boston, 
the country’s only private-
ly funded anti-gang vio-
lence prevention program, 
and CHAMPS Boston, 
which provided profes-
sional-level training for 
over 5,000 youth-sports 
volunteer coaches in New 
England.

“Robert is a proven 
builder and convenor, vital 
qualities for BGCB’s lead-
er as we continue tackling 
new challenges that re-
quire creative, cross-func-
tional solutions,” said 
Dave Johnson, Chair of 
the Board. “His values and 
passions mirror those of 
BGCB, which has served 
the Boston community 
for nearly 130 years with 
the mission to be there for 
our members and families, 
no matter what. Robert is 
steeped in the commu-

nities that we serve. He 
knows the challenges, 
but most importantly he 
knows the opportunities. 
What he has achieved at 
The BASE is incredible 
and I’m thrilled that he’s 
chosen BGCB as his next 
platform for transform-
ing how we propel urban 
youth to success. His pres-
ence will inspire our cur-
rent staff, our future staff, 
our donors, and our mem-
bers.”   

“Robert Lewis Jr. plays 
in a space where there are 
no limits and endless po-
tential for our urban youth 
to achieve success-- and 
he will stop at nothing to 
help each and every kid 
follow their dreams,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. 
“The Commonwealth has 
been blessed to have him 
as a fearless leader at the 
BASE, where he built 
and maintained a pow-
erful organization, and I 
am certain his leadership 
will open new doors at 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
to help more young peo-
ple realize their full po-
tential in ways they never 
thought were possible.” 

“Robert has broken 
the mold of youth de-
velopment,” said Sandra 
M. Edgerley, community 
leader and board member 
of the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston. “Ever since 
our work together at The 
Boston Foundation, I’ve 
watched Robert constant-
ly iterate on his success, 
building stronger, more 
creative programs each 
step of the way. He is truly 
a visionary and I’m confi-
dent BGCB’s already im-
pressive impact will grow 
even further under his 
leadership.”

A nationwide search 
was led by Spencer Stu-
art under the aegis of the 
BGCB CEO Search Com-
mittee which included 
Johnson and fellow Board 
members, Trustees, and 
Club staff. The committee 
was further supported by 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America and prioritized 
finding a candidate with 
a passion for BGCB’s 
mission and a clear com-

mitment to the well-being 
and development of its 
members, along with the 
strategic leadership skills 
needed to foster partner-
ships and cement BGCB’s 
position as a leading force 
in the city. 

Since its founding in 
1893, Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston (BGCB) has 
been helping young peo-
ple, especially those who 

need us most, build strong 
character and realize their 
full potential as responsi-
ble citizens and leaders. 
BGCB does this by pro-
viding a safe haven filled 
with hope and opportuni-
ty, ongoing relationships 
with caring adults, and 
life-enhancing programs 
in six core program areas. 
The organization serves 
more than 8,000 individu-

als in 9 Clubs and through 
its YouthConnect program 
in partnership with the 
Boston Police Depart-
ment. BGCB is an affiliate 
of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America and the United 
Way of Massachusetts 
Bay and Merrimack Val-
ley. For more information, 
visit BGCB on the web at 
bgcb.org.
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By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”
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For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.

See RIVER  Page 2

By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction

See BUS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.
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Staff Report

 Congresswoman Ayan-
na Pressley (MA-07), 
alongside Congressman 
Mark DeSaulnier (CA-
11) and Congresswoman 
Doris Matsui (CA-06), in-
troduced legislation aimed 
at boosting and expanding 
mental health services for 
low-income children and 
families.

The Early Childhood 
Mental Health Support 
Act (H.R. 6509) would 
require the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS) to 
work with area experts to 
compile and make public 
evidence-based mental 
health, social-emotion-
al, and behavioral health 
interventions for young 
children. The bill also pro-
vides grants to Head Start 
programs to implement 
these interventions in an 
effort to ensure every 
child has access to com-
prehensive health care.

“From poverty to hous-
ing, food, and health care 
insecurity, low-income 
children in my district 
are more vulnerable to 
trauma-inducing expe-
riences that, when left 
unaddressed, can lead to 
health problems, relation-
ship challenges, and men-
tal health and substance 
use disorders,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. 
“The Early Childhood 
Mental Health Support 
Act would provide critical 

resources to prevent and 
address childhood trauma 
for low-income children 
and families, using best 
practices and cultural-
ly-competent solutions. 
As we recover from this 
pandemic and the unprec-
edented emotional burden 
on young people, this bill 
would provide necessary 
early intervention to help 
children heal and thrive. I 
am proud to join Rep. De-
Saulnier in introducing this 
legislation and look for-
ward to working with him 
to fight to pass this bill.”

“The importance of 
strong behavioral health 
support from an early 
age cannot be overstat-
ed,” said Congressman 
DeSaulnier. “Like many 
families across the coun-
try, I have seen firsthand 
that the sooner children 
receive support, the bet-
ter their outcomes. I am 
proud to work with Reps. 
Matsui and Pressley in en-
suring these services are 
available at Head Start 
and other early education 
facilities, which will have 
a positive, lasting impact 
on the health and wellbe-
ing of millions of children 
and families while helping 
to support teachers.”

“Head Start programs 
have proven benefits—
from academic achieve-
ment to improved social 
skills—that provide chil-
dren with a strong founda-
tion to grow and thrive in 
their earliest years,” said 

Congresswoman Matsui. 
“Mental health is an im-
portant part of that founda-
tion, and every Head Start 
location in the country 
should have access to the 
evidence-based tools and 
resources they need to best 
serve the behavioral health 
needs of children under 
five. I am proud to again 
join Congressman DeSaul-
nier in reintroducing the 
Early Childhood Mental 
Health Support Act, legis-
lation that supports Head 
Start programs in carrying 
out this vision and expands 
access to mental and be-
havioral health care for 
young children.” 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) estimates that one 
in five children have a di-
agnosable mental disorder. 
Unfortunately, many of 
these children never re-
ceive a diagnosis and do 
not receive the behavioral 
health services they need. 
This lack of access to care 
can have serious conse-
quences for children, con-
tributing to learning chal-
lenges, difficulty forming 
meaningful relationships, 
and an increased likeli-
hood of developing more 
serious mental illnesses 
later in life.

The Early Childhood 
Mental Health Support 
Act is supported by: Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness, American Psy-
chological Association, 
Massachusetts Head Start, 

Mental Health Ameri-
ca, Trust for America’s 
Health, Zero to Three, 
American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention, First 
Five Years Fund, First 
Focus Campaign for Chil-
dren, and Association of 
Maternal and Child Health 
Programs.

“Early intervention is 
one of our best tools to 
help realize better out-
comes for children at risk 
of developing mental 
health conditions. Increas-
ing the availability of evi-
dence-based interventions 
in school settings like 
Head Start programs is 
critical to helping children 
and families. NAMI is 
grateful to Congressman 
DeSaulnier for his leader-
ship in bringing the Early 
Childhood Mental Health 
Support Act forward to 
increase the mental health 
services available to our 
nation’s children,” said 
Hannah Wesolowski, 
Chief Advocacy Officer of 
the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness.

“Early childhood is 
a critical period in de-
velopment that sets the 
stage for long-term men-
tal health. APA applauds 
Rep. DeSaulnier’s lead-
ership in promoting chil-
dren’s healthy social and 
emotional development 
by creating opportunities 
for Head Start centers to 
expand evidence-based 
interventions for parents 
and children through best 

practices, enhanced cur-
ricula and increased train-
ing,” said Arthur C. Evans 
Jr., Ph.D., CEO of the 
American Psychological 
Association.

“These past two years 
have laid bare the immedi-
ate need for expanded evi-
dence-based mental health 
supports for our Common-
wealth’s most vulnerable 
young children and fami-
lies. Head Start and Early 
Head Start programs de-
serve access to all layers 
of interventions, resources, 
and funding to comprehen-
sively wrap around chil-
dren at this critical time,” 
said Michelle Haimow-
itz, Executive Director of 
Massachusetts Head Start.

Throughout her career, 
Congresswoman Pressley 
has been a tireless advo-
cate for trauma-conscious 
policymaking.  In June 
2021, Rep. Pressley re-
introduced the STRONG 
Support for Children Act, 
her landmark legislation 
that takes a holistic and 
community-based ap-
proach to addressing the 
growing crisis of child-
hood trauma. 

In December 2021, Rep. 
Pressley and Rep. Bonnie 
Watson Coleman (NJ-
12) led their colleagues 
in urging President Biden 
and HHS Secretary Xavi-
er Becerra to prioritize 
the needs of children who 
have lost parents and care-
givers to COVID-19. 

In October 2021, Rep. 

Pressley, along with Reps. 
Dina Titus (NV-01), Da-
vid McKinley (WV-01) 
and Peter Meijer (MI-03), 
unveiled the Post-Disaster 
Mental Health Response 
Act, legislation to expand 
mental health supports for 
survivors of natural disas-
ters and terrorist attacks 
that do not receive a “Ma-
jor Disaster” declaration 
by the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(FEMA). 

In March 2021, Rep. 
Pressley sent a letter to 
President Biden calling 
on him to address the na-
tion’s growing trauma cri-
sis and laying out a series 
of steps the administration 
should take to confront the 
far-reaching hurt plaguing 
our communities and our 
nation.  In April, she pub-
lished an op-ed where she 
reflected on the collective 
pain experienced by com-
munities in her district 
over the past year. 

In July 2019, Rep. 
Pressley worked with 
Chairman Cummings to 
convene the first-ever 
Congressional hearings on 
childhood trauma.  Watch 
Congresswoman Press-
ley’s full question 
line and follow-up ques-
tions here and here. 

As a Boston City Coun-
cilor, she convened the 
Council’s first-ever listen-
ing-only session to hear 
directly from those im-
pacted by the trauma of 
community gun violence. 

Pressley introduces bill to bolster mental health resources for children and families
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Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea De-
partment of Housing and 
Community Development 
is currently undertaking a 
design project to improve 
historic staircases and 
community open space in 
the Powder Horn Hill and 
Upper Broadway areas. 
The intent of this project 
is to enhance safety, func-
tionality, and aesthetics 
of the existing staircas-
es, while beautifying the 
neighborhood by improv-
ing these features.

The Project areas in 
focus are: the small stair-
case and grassy area at 
the intersection of Forsyth 
Street and Lafayette Ave-
nue; the historic staircase 
at Franklin Avenue and 
Spruce Street, connecting 
Franklin Avenue to La-
fayette Avenue; and the 
historic staircase at Clark 
Avenue and Crest Avenue, 
connecting Crest Avenue 
to Broadway. This project 
is currently in its concept 
design phase, with the 
goal of completing the 
final design in early sum-
mer of 2022. Subsequent-
ly, the City will retain a 

construction contractor to 
perform the rehabilitation 
project.

The City will be hosting 
a virtual community meet-
ing on Thursday, Febru-
ary 17th , 2022 at 6 pm. 
This will be the first in a 
series of public meetings 
designed to provide the 
community with a chance 
to learn about the project, 
share their ideas, and pro-
vide feedback on design 
concepts. Due to the pan-
demic, the meeting will 
be hosted virtually or by 
phone, through the Micro-
soft Teams video confer-
encing platform – access 
information is provided 
below. All community 
members are encouraged 
to attend. Information on 
remainder of public en-
gagement meetings will 
follow.

Microsoft Teams  
Meeting Access 
Information:

Computer or Mobile 
App: https://tinyurl.com/
PowderhornHillStairs

Call In (Audio 
Only): +1 857 263 
3954,,635518923#

As part of the design 

program, the City will 
have various sub-contrac-
tors onsite over the next 
several weeks to begin 
gathering data necessary 
for project design. On Fri-
day, January 21st, 2022, 
the City’s sub-surface 
drilling contractor will be 
onsite to collect environ-
mental soil data at each 
of the project locations. 
It is anticipated that this 
work will be completed in 
one working day and will 
be of minimal impact to 
pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic. Approximate drill-
ing locations are provided 
on the attached maps.

All questions related to 
the project may be direct-
ed to the project contact 
provided below. Please 
do not hesitate to contact 
us with questions or con-
cerns. We look forward to 
your involvement as we 
complete these import-
ant neighborhood invest-
ments.

Project Contact: Alex 
Train, Director, Chelsea 
Department of Housing & 
Community Development

(617) 466-4192
atrain@chelseama.gov

LANDSCAPING

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

PLASTERING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

2 col. x 2 inch
$240.00 for 
3 Months 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL KATHY AT  781-485-0588 x110 

OR EM
AIL  KBRIGHT@

REVEREJOURNAL.COM

PLEASE RECYCLE
 THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE ROOFING

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

LOT of winemak-
ing Equip.-
Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), 
demijohn, 

bottles(5),hy-
drometer, many 
corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & 
more. $150 or 

B.R.O. Mike 
617-721-9138
1/26

FOR SALE SEEKING INFO

CHELSEA
Land on Chelsea 
Creek for Lease

Water Dependent 
Industrial Uses Only

Please Contact:
Andy McLaughlin
(312) 935-2800

City undertakes project to improve historic staircases; community meeting Feb. 17

If you or someone you know worked 
for the Wreckers/Laborers Union 1421 
out of Chelsea between 1970 and 1985 
and worked with or knew William Moore 
please call Rebecca at Simmons Hanly 

Conroy toll-free at (855) 988-2537.  
You can also email Rebecca at 
rcockrell@simmonsfirm.com.

ATTENTION

_______
DEADLINES: 
For classified 
line ads, 
deadlines 

are Monday 
by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-
485-0588
-----------------

SELLING YOUR 
AUTO? Call for 
our 4 week 
special! Call 
781-485-0588
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LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

Designer Selection - Chel-
sea High School HVAC
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking
 Proposals for marked 
“School Food Services”.
Request for Proposals 
will be available on 
or after February 10, 
2022 by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “School 
Food Services” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:30 AM on March 03, 
2022.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregular-
ities and/or formalities 
as it deems to be in the 
best interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
Dylan Cook
School Business Manager

2/10/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 58 Chestnut 
Street, Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts  
By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 

mortgage given by There-
sa V. McDonald and Rose 
Ann Tilton to Wells Fargo 
Financial Massachusetts, 
Inc., said mortgage dated 
December 8, 2003, and 
recorded in the Suffolk 
County Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 33465 at 
Page 117 and now held 
by Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, 
d/b/a Christiana Trust, 
not individually but as 
Trustee for Pretium Mort-
gage Acquisition Trust by 
virtue of an assignment 
from Citibank, N.A., as 
Trustee for CMLTI Asset 
Trust, to Wilmington Sav-
ings Fund Society, FSB, 
d/b/a Christiana Trust, 
not individually but as 
Trustee for Pretium Mort-
gage Acquisition Trust, 
dated June 17, 2019 and 
recorded in Book 61422 
at Page 75 of the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
previously assigned by 
US Bank Trust, N.A., as 
Trustee for LSF9 Master 
Participation Trust, to 
Citibank, N.A., as Trustee 
for CMLTI Asset Trust, by 
virtue of an assignment 
dated July 12, 2018 and 
recorded in Book 59983 
at Page 87 of the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
previously assigned by 
Wells Fargo Financial 
Massachusetts, Inc., to US 
Bank Trust NA, as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participa-
tion Trust, by virtue of an 
assignment dated August 
29, 2016 and recorded in 
Book 56708 at Page 199 
of the Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds, for 
breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of fore-
closing the same, will be 
sold at Public Auction on 
March 4, 2022 at 12:30 
PM Local Time upon 
the premises, all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
A parcel of land located 
in Chelsea, County of 
Suffolk, State of Mas-

sachusetts with a street 
location address of 58 
Chestnut Street, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 currently 
owned by Theresa V. 
McDonald and Rose 
Ann Tilton and more 
fully described in the 
Vesting Document dated 
11/24/98, recorded 
on 11/25/98, in Liber 
23155 Page 184 and 
designated as metes and 
bounds property.
More particularly de-
scribed as:
The land with the build-
ings thereon situated in 
Chelsea, Suffolk County, 
known and numbered 
58 Chestnut Street and 
being shown as part of 
Lot 29 on Williams Street 
on the plan entitled 
“Plan of Lands of the 
Winnisimmet Company 
and others in Chelsea 
and Malden” by J.H. 
Shearer, Engineer, dated 
1864, and recorded with 
Suffolk Deeds at the end 
of Book 616 bounded 
and described as follows:
Commencing on said 
Chestnut Street at the 
passageway between 
Beacon Street and 
Williams Street and then 
running:
Northeasterly: on said 
Chestnut Street, thir-
ty-one (31) feet, then 
turning and running;
Northwesterly: on a line 
parallel with said pas-
sageway forty-four (44)
feet; more or less to Lot 
28 as shown on said 
plan; then turning and 
running 
Southwesterly: on said 
Lot 28, Thirty-One (31) 
feet to said passageway 
then turning and running 
Southeasterly: on said 
passageway Forty-four 
(44) feet to the point of 
beginning. 
The description of the 
property that appears in 
the mortgage to be fore-
closed shall control in the 
event of a typographical 
error in this publication.
For Mortgagors’ Title, see 

deed dated November 
24, 1998, and recorded 
in Book 23155 at Page 
184 with the Suffolk 
County Registry of 
Deeds. 
TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to 
all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, 
which take precedence 
over the said mortgage 
above described.
FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of 
the purchase price must 
be paid by a certified 
check, bank treasurers 
or cashier’s check at the 
time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the 
purchase price shall be 
paid in cash, certified 
check, bank treasurers 
or cashier’s check within 
sixty (60) days after the 
date of sale. 
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT  06032
Attorney for Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but 
as Trustee for Pretium 
Mortgage Acquisition 
Trust
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage
(860) 677-2868

1/27/22, 2/3/22, 
2/10/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-02

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a 
meeting of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held by way of video 

conference on 
Tuesday, February 22, 
2022, 6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Arx BC, LLC
For Major Site Plan 
Review to demolish a 
parking structure and 
construct an addition and 
to convert an existing 
residential structure and 
commercial structure 
from nineteen residential 
units to sixty-two residen-
tial units at the premises 
known as:
361 Broadway.
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
video conference meeting 
must communicate with 
jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  Plans and 
copies of the application 
and petition may be 
viewed at the office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, during 
City Hall business hours

2/3/22, 2/10/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that a
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

MEETING
for a proposed Marijuana 
Establishment is sched-
uled:
February 23, 2022, at 
6:00 PM
260 Second Street Chel-
sea, MA 02150 
or join on ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82810871667?p-
wd=aVVnN-
kZyOW9aaG9rNFJwazQv-
dEgvUT09 
The location for the 
proposed Marijuana 
Retailer is:
270 Second St., Chelsea, 
MA 02150.
There will be an opportu-

nity for the public to ask 
questions.
Please contact Attorney 
Sheila Grant with any in-
quiries at (781)396.9494 
or sheila@grantlawoffic-
es.com, DMS Trinity, LLC.

2/10/22, 2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
Esta noticia es para infor-

marles que habra una
REUNION DE LA COMU-

NIDAD
en donde se les informa-
ra de la propuesta para 
establecer
un negocio de Marijuana. 
La reunion esta pro-
gramada para:
el   23 Febrero 2022, 
6:00PM
260 Second Street, Chel-
sea, MA 02150 
particpar de la reunión 
en a ZOOM a https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/82810871667?pwd=aV-
VnNkZyOW9aaG9rN-
FJwazQvdEgvUT09 
La direccion propuesta 
para vender Marijuana 
sera en la:
270 Second St., Chelsea, 
MA 02150.
Durante la reunion el 
public tendra la oportuni-
dad de hacer preguntas.
Por favor llamar a 
Lie. Sheila Grant, con 
cualquiera pregunta 
(781)396.9494, 
sheila@grantlawoffices.
com, DMS Trinity, LLC.

2/10/22, 2/17/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

N O T I C E
In accordance with 
Section 6-3 (b) of the 
Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a Regular Meeting 
of the Chelsea Traffic 
and Parking Commission 
held on January 4, 2022, 
the Commission voted 
to approve the following 

regulations:
To install three (3-inch-
high) speed humps along 
with pedestrian safety 
signage on Marlboro 
Street.  Please note the 
elevated intersection 
at Highland/Marlboro 
Street has been excluded 
from the approved plan. 
The intersection will sole-
ly consist of restriping 
the crosswalk, redoing 
imprint asphalt and the 
installation of new pedes-
trian signage.
Jeannette Cintron White
Parking Clerk
Chelsea Record 

2/10/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

CHELSEA TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held on:
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 
at 6:00 P.M.
City Council Chambers
500 Broadway
Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing 
is to receive comment 
regarding the Eastern 
Avenue and Griffin Way 
improvements proposal 
to install actuated traffic 
signals to improve oper-
ations and safety at the 
intersection, to extend 
curbing and sidewalks 
from Eastern Avenue 
around the intersection 
corners with Griffin Way 
and to make the cross-

walks and sidewalks ADA 
compliant. 
Per Order
Chief Brian A. Kyes
Chairperson

2/10/22, 2/24/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a 
Public Hearing on Tues-
day, February 22, 2022 
at 6pm at City Hall 3rd 
Floor at the conference 
room  
Proposed Work and 
Purpose:  Petition of 
Verizon for the following 
petition:
Verizon:
1. Beacham St- relocate 
eight (8) JO poles, all 
located on the southerly 
side of Beacham St in a 
northeasterly direction.
Relocate JO pole, 
p.400/7 located on the 
southerly side of Bea-
cham st approximately 
12’ in a northwesterly 
direction from exiting 
location. 
2. Williams St- Relocate 
2 JO poles, all located 
on the southerly side of 
Williams St in a north-
easterly direction. 
Place one (1) JO pole 
p.4/41A, on southwester-
ly side of Williams St at a 
point approximately 105’ 
southeasterly from newly 
relocated pole, p.4/22, 
and 665’ northwesterly 
of existing pole, p.4/21
The public is invited to 
attend.
Louis Mammolette 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
Run on

2/3/22
2/10/22
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LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL CIUDAD DE 
CHELSEA DEPARTAMENTO 

DE OBRAS PUBLICAS
AVISO DE AUDIENCIA 

PÚBLICA
El Departamento de 
Obras Públicas llevará 
a cabo una audiencia 
pública el martes 22 de 
Febrero de 2022 a las 
6 pm en el 3er piso del 
City Hall en la sala de 
conferencias
Trabajo propuesto y 
propósito: Petición de 
Verizon para la siguiente 
petición:
Verizon: 
1. Beacham St: reubicar 
ocho (8) postes JO, 
todos ubicados en el 
lado sur de Beacham 
St en dirección noreste. 
Reubicar el poste JO, 
p.400/7 ubicado en el 
lado sur de Beacham st 
aproximadamente 12’ en 
dirección noroeste desde 
la ubicación de salida.
2. Williams St- Reubicar 
2 postes JO, todos ubi-
cados en el lado sur de 
Williams St en dirección 
noreste.
Coloque un (1) poste 
JO p.4/41A, en el lado 
suroeste de Williams St 
en un punto aproxima-
damente 105’ al sureste 
del poste recién reubi-
cado, p.4/22, y 665’ 
al noroeste del poste 
existente, p.4/21 .
Esta petición es necesaria 
para acomodar el proyec-
to de embellecimiento de 
la Ciudad.
El público está invitado 
a asistir.
Louis Mammolette
Subcomisario de Obras 
Públicas

2/3/22
2/10/22
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Staff Report

In an effort to create 
additional infrastruc-
ture across the Com-
monwealth, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration  
announced that $13.1 
million in grants have 
been awarded to 54 gov-
ernment and private en-
tities including Chelsea 
under the Massachusetts 
Electric Vehicle Incentive 
Program (MassEVIP) to 
install 306 Direct Current 
Fast Charging (DCFC) 
electric vehicle charging 
ports at 150 locations. 
The MassEVIP DCFC 
program, administered by 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP), 
provides grants covering 
100 percent of the eligible 
cost to acquire and install 
publicly accessible DCFC 
electric vehicle (EV) 
charging stations at gov-
ernment-owned properties 
and 80 percent at all other 
locations, up to $50,000 
per charging port.

“Our administration 
understands the impor-
tance of reliable infra-
structure supporting the 
Commonwealths energy 
future,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “Today’s 
announcement is a step 
towards the increased de-
ployment of these clean 
vehicles, which will re-
duce greenhouse gas 
emissions, improve air 
quality and public health, 
enhance energy diversity 
and promote economic 
growth.”

“This Direct Current 
Fast Charging incentive 
program is another exam-
ple of our administration’s 
commitment to improv-
ing air quality for all,” 
said Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn Polito. “This pro-
gram will support our ef-
forts to grow the clean en-
ergy economy, transform 
the transportation system, 
and help Massachusetts 
attain our emissions re-

duction goals set under 
the Global Warming Solu-
tions Act.”

The $13.1 million 
awarded today includes 
$1.5 million from Mas-
sachusetts’ $75 million 
share of the $2.925 bil-
lion Environmental Mit-
igation Trust established 
nationally under the 2016 
settlement between Volk-
swagen (VW) and the 
U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, and $11.6 million 
from the Massachusetts 
Climate Mitigation Trust. 
The Massachusetts VW 
Settlement Beneficiary 
Mitigation Plan (BMP) 
committed the Common-
wealth to devoting the al-
lowed 15 percent of VW 
funds to EV charging in-
frastructure, approximate-
ly $11.25 million. Mass-
DEP also offers funding 
for Level 1 and Level 
2 EV charging stations 
through the Public Ac-
cess, Workplace and Fleet, 
and Multi-Unit Dwelling 
and Educational Campus 
charging programs.

“The transportation sec-
tor accounts for more than 
40 percent of the green-
house gases emitted in 
Massachusetts, so the de-
ployment of more electric 
vehicles is an important 
step towards helping the 
Commonwealth’s efforts 
to achieving our ambitious 
climate change mitigation 
goals,” said Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Kathleen Theo-
harides. “Significantly, 
this program will also 
support environmental 
justice communities with 
the placement of 94 of the 
EV charging ports in EJ 
areas.”

“This is the first time 
that these Direct Current 
Fast Charging grants have 
been offered, which will 
complement our local 
and regional efforts to de-
ploy electric vehicles and 
the charging infrastruc-
ture necessary to support 
a cleaner transportation 

system,” said MassDEP 
Commissioner Martin 
Suuberg. “Through this 
program, the Common-
wealth and these awardees 
are continuing to show a 
commitment to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
for the benefit of our com-
munities and the environ-
ment.”

To further expand the 
Commonwealth’s EV 
readiness, Massachusetts 
is working on a regional 
level with the Northeast 
States for Coordinated 
Air Use Management 
(NESCAUM) to support 
the placement of EVs and 
charging stations through-
out the region and to en-
hance the economic ben-
efits associated with these 
vehicles. Additionally, 
some of the grantees plan 
to combine or leverage 
MassEVIP funding with 
make-ready infrastruc-
ture funding offered by 
National Grid and Ever-
source.

Under the DCFC pro-
gram, all awardees must 
allow access to, and use 
of, the parking spaces and 
the EV charging station 24 
hours per day, seven days a 
week. For each station in-
stalled, one parking space 
must be designated for 
plug-in EV use only and 
marked clearly through 
permanent, visible sig-
nage. Active enforcement 
is required. Furthermore, 
of the 54 entities select-
ed for grants, public-
ly accessible charging 
ports will be installed on 
43 government-owned 
properties, including in 
Acton, Amherst, Bel-
mont, Beverly, Boston, 
Brookline, Chelmsford, 
Chelsea, Chilmark, Con-
cord, Falmouth, Hamil-
ton, Hingham, Ipswich, 
Lexington, Littleton, 
Methuen, Middlebor-
ough, Millbury, Norwood, 
Peabody, Quincy, Read-
ing, Sharon, Sherborn, 
Taunton, Wakefield, West 
Boylston, Westwood, and 

Winchester. Private enti-
ties will also be installing 
ports in Attleboro, Barre, 
Belchertown, Bellingham, 
Billerica, Boston, Boyl-
ston, Brewster, Bridgewa-
ter, Brockton, Brookline, 
Burlington, Cambridge, 
Canton, Centerville, Cha-
tham, Chelmsford, Chel-
sea, Cheshire, Chicopee, 
Danvers, Dorchester, East 
Boston, East Falmouth, 
Eastham, Fall River, 
Framingham, Gardner, 
Great Barrington, Green-
field, Hanover, Holy-
oke, Hudson, Hyannis, 
Ipswich, Lakeville, Le-
nox, Leominster, Little-
ton, Lynn, Marlborough, 
Methuen, Milford, Mill-
bury, Nantucket, Natick, 
North Easton, Northamp-
ton, Norwell, Orange, Ox-
ford, Pembroke, Pittsfield, 
Raynham, Rochester, Sag-
amore Beach, Salem, Sci-
tuate, Somerset, Somer-
ville, South Deerfield, 
South Dennis, Springfield, 
Sturbridge, Tewksbury, 
Uxbridge, Wakefield, 
Waltham, Wareham, West 
Boylston, West Roxbury, 
West Springfield, West-
field, Westwood, Whately, 
Williamsburg, Wilming-
ton, Winchester, Woburn, 
and Worcester. 

Sturbridge's incoming 
delegation member, State 
Senator Ryan Fattman 
(R-Sutton) offered the fol-
lowing statement: “This 
investment by the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
is crucial to enhancing 
the accessibility of fast, 
reliable charging ports 
for electric vehicles. The 
funding for six new ports 
provided to Noble Ener-
gy Real Estate, LLC. in 
Sturbridge will ensure that 
electric vehicle charging is 
accessible in a town where 
two major interstates in-
tersect. Noble Energy and 
all of the other recipients 
are deserving of this grant 
for putting in the work to 
become recipients of this 
competitive program.”

“I am pleased to see 

this investment from the 
Administration, in Cen-
tral Massachusetts,” said 
State Senator Anne Gobi 
(D-Spencer). “Funds 
made available to Apple 
Green New England Inc., 
in Barre, and Noble En-
ergy Real Estate, LLC., 
in Sturbridge, will help to 
create a path forward to a 
sustainable and environ-
mentally healthier future. 
As more fast charging 
ports become available, 
I look forward to a time 
when electric vehicles be-
come a more feasible op-
tion for families in Central 
Mass.”

“This technology is 
readily available, and it is 
important that Massachu-
setts take steps like this so 
residents can feel secure 
in their decision to move 
towards electric vehicles,” 
said State Senator Patrick 
O’Connor (R-Weymouth). 
“I appreciate the efforts 
made by the Baker-Polito 
Administration and Mass-
DEP to expand charging 
options throughout the 
South Shore.”

“I am thrilled that Chi-
copee, Holyoke, and 
Westfield will be receiv-
ing these MassEVIP Fast 
Charging grants to expand 
access to electric vehicle 
charging ports in our com-
munities,” said State Sen-
ator John Velis (D-West-
field). “Electric vehicles 
are one of our best tools 
to lower our Common-
wealth's emissions and 
an increasing number 
of folks in Massachu-
setts are switching over to 
these types of cars. These 
24 hour, 7 days a week, 
charging ports will only 
aid in that growth and I am 
grateful to the Baker-Poli-
to Administration for their 
continued investments in 
this area.”

“I think it’s great that 
we are increasing the net-
work of chargers so that 
electric vehicles continue 
to become more viable in 
our state,” said State Rep-

resentative Kelley Pease 
(R-Westfield). “As we 
actively take steps to be-
come leaders in clean en-
ergy, I think many of these 
programs will pay off well 
in the future.”

On a national level, 
the Governors from nine 
states, including Mas-
sachusetts, announced a 
groundbreaking initiative 
in 2013 to put 3.3 million 
light-duty zero-emission 
vehicles (ZEVs) on the 
road within a dozen years. 
As a first step in this plan, 
the governors in Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, New 
York, Oregon, Rhode Is-
land, and Vermont – lat-
er joined by New Jersey 
– signed a cooperative 
agreement that identi-
fies specific actions these 
states will undertake, such 
as including ZEVs in their 
public fleets and devel-
oping common signage 
standards, to help build 
a robust national market 
for battery- and hydro-
gen-power electric cars.

For more information 
on the EV charging in-
frastructure programs ad-
ministered by MassDEP, 
please visit the agency’s 
Volkswagen Diesel Settle-
ments and Environmental 
Mitigation webpage here.

MassDEP’s mission is 
to protect and enhance the 
Commonwealth’s natural 
resources – air, water and 
land – to provide for the 
health, safety and welfare 
of all people, and a clean 
and safe environment 
for future generations. 
In carrying out this mis-
sion, MassDEP commits 
to address and advance 
environmental justice and 
equity for all people of 
the Commonwealth, pro-
vide meaningful, inclusive 
opportunities for people 
to participate in agency 
decisions that affect their 
lives and ensure a diverse 
workforce that reflects the 
communities served by 
the agency.

$13 Million earmarked for electric vehicle fast-charging stations

For Advertising 
Rates, Call 

617-884-2416
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power. The Lower Mys-
tic is home to the most 
concentrated assembly 
of critical infrastructure 
north of New York. The 
Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) recogniz-
es 16 critical infrastruc-
ture as lifeline sectors 
“whose assets, systems, 
and networks, whether 
physical or virtual, are 
considered so vital to the 
United States that their in-
capacitation or destruction 
would have a debilitating 
effect on security, national 
economic security, nation-
al public health or safety, 
or any combination there-
of.”  

Of these 16 lifeline sec-
tors, the Lower Mystic is 
host to at least five:  

Transportation:  Logan 
Airport, three MBTA rail 
lines, the Ted Williams 
and Callahan tunnels

Food distribution: the 
New England Produce 
Center 

Energy: Over 100 fuel 
storage tanks, the Lower 
Mystic Generating Station

Wastewater manage-
ment: Deer Island Waste-
water Treatment Plant 

Dam: Amelia Earhart 
Dam

The Lower Mystic is 
also one of the North-
east’s densest residential 
areas, with tremendous 
socioeconomic diversity, 
wealth disparities, and en-
vironmental justice con-
cerns. For example, Ever-
ett and Chelsea are two of 
only six areas in the state 
where 100% of residents 
live in an environmental 
justice block group, as de-
fined by the state.

“The pandemic made 
clear to the public how 
low-income residents and 
workers of color are often 
the first and worst to be 
affected by major public 
health emergencies.  Un-
fortunately they are also 
among the most at risk 
from extreme weather 
such as big coastal storms.  
I’m glad to see this assess-
ment focus on their needs 
first and foremost,” said 
Antonio Amaya, Execu-
tive Director of La Comu-
nidad in Everett. 

One of the RMC’s 
highest priority is to 
storm-harden critical re-

gional infrastructure so 
that extreme weather 
events don’t lead to cas-
cading health and econom-
ic losses for our residents 
and workers who can least 
afford them. By centering 
social vulnerability and 
listening to the lived ex-
perience of residents and 
workers expected to be 
most negatively affected 
by damage to critical re-
gional infrastructure, this 
assessment shifts the cen-
tral question from “How 
much real estate value is at 
risk?” to “Who among us 
stands to lose the most?”

“The Big Papi exercise 
was extremely helpful to 
our thinking about what 
we need to do to prepare 
for Boston’s own Super-
storm Sandy or Hurricane 
Maria.  We have looked 
at our own vulnerabili-
ties, but had to make as-
sumptions about those of 
other systems,” said Ste-
phen Estes-Smargiassi, 
Director of Planning and 
Sustainability at Massa-
chusetts Water Resources 
Authority. “Going through 

a simulated big storm with 
the other infrastructure 
managers helped us all 
identify cascading effects 
and how the loss of elec-
tricity, fuel, transportation, 
or communications would 
affect our staff, our cus-
tomers, and our ability to 
stay on line.”

Now, the RMC munic-
ipalities are developing 
projects to address key 
findings and recommen-
dations, ensuring to focus 
on the primary needs of 
vulnerable people in the 
Lower Mystic. 

“The Lower Mystic 
Regional Climate Assess-
ment reveals opportunities 
for Massachusetts’ envi-
ronmental justice com-
munities most impacted 
by climate change to be 
engaged in informing ac-
tions to reduce the impact 
of climate emergencies,” 
said Dr. Atyia Martin, 
CEO & Founder of All 
Aces, Inc. “All Aces was 
proud to partner with the 
RMC on this critical proj-
ect. We urge policymakers 
and community leaders to 
carefully consider these 
results and take the nec-
essary steps to ensure that 
efforts to strengthen resil-
ience center those dispro-
portionately bearing the 
burden of threats and haz-
ards we face.”

More detail on key 
findings, recommenda-
tions and analysis, in-
cluding an executive 
summary, is available 
at https://resilient.mys-
ticriver.org/lower-mys-
tic-learn-more/#lower-
mysticassessment.

Tuesday night’s 4-2 
loss to the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins was just a ripple 
in an ocean of problems 
potentially ahead for the 
Boston Bruins. While the 
game started off with what 
looked like another Da-
vid Pastrnak ‘party time’ 
event, as he scored the first 
two goals (23 & 24) of the 
game, to give the Bruins 
a quick 2-0 lead. The two 
goals gave Pastrnak an 
impressive 16 goals in 16 
games. Unfortunately, it 
was only the beginning of 
another sequence in which 
they lost three of their last 
five games, gaining a lead, 
only to see it slither away 
even quicker. The victory 
put an end to the Penguins’ 
four-game losing streak, 
while Boston put up their 
third loss in their last five. 
Rubbing salt into the lo-
cals’ wounds, when for-
mer Bruin Danton Heinen 
put two quick goals (10 & 
11), 28 seconds apart, be-
hind Jeremy Swayman to 
quickly tie the game 2-2. 
The tiebreaker for Pitts-
burgh came off the stick of 
Sidney Crosby who post-
ed career goal 499 for the 
power play game-winner 
in the third period. Pastr-
nak packaged up his sum-
mation of the game with, 
“We kind of shot ourselves 

in the foot, I think 
we’re a better 
team but we 
made a lot 
of mistakes 
and Pitts-
burgh has 
a great team 
and a lot of 
skill and they 
were able to cap-
italize on every mis-
take.”

The third period provid-
ed even more damage to 
the Bruins, this time not on 
the scoreboard, but on the 
ice, and even more hurtful 
when the skates of Crosby 
and Patrice Bergeron tan-
gled up, sending Bergeron 
crashing into the boards and 
hitting his head solidly on 
the dasher. Bergeron head-
ed off the ice to the locker 
room, most likely to un-
dergo concussion protocol. 
The final turn of the knife 
for the locals followed 
when Brad Marchand 
punched Penguins goalten-
der Tristan Jarry in the face 
following a whistle, stop-
ping play. Marchand was 
ejected via a match penalty, 
and on his way off the ice 
and passing Jarry, he took a 
swing with his stick at Jar-
ry’s head, making contact. 
This will certainly lead to 
a review by NHL’s Player 
Safety, and likely a sus-
pension of multiple games. 
Coach Bruce Cassidy was 
forthright with his com-
ments, “Lack of discipline, 
obviously on Brad’s part in 
that situation. You’ve got 
to have better discipline. At 
the end of the day, Brad’s a 
leader on our team and he 
needs to control his emo-
tions in that situation.”

The stream of bad news 
continued even past the end 
of the game, when Fluto 
Shinzawa of The Athletic 
issued a report stating that 
Tuukka Rask “may final-
ize his retirement decision 
in the next few day.” Al-
though, according to a re-
port issued by the Bruins 

noted that Rask’s 
status with the 

Bruins has 
not changed, 
Cassidy said 
Tuesday in 
r e s p o n s e 
to a report 

that the in-
jured goalie 

is contemplat-
ing retirement after a 

four-game comeback, "I 
think that's for Tuukka to 
comment on his stature, I 
was told he wouldn't prac-
tice this week. I don't think 
that's changing at all. So if 
he has something to say, I 
think I'll leave it to him." At 
this time there is only spec-
ulation about Rask, but it is 
he who will make the final 
decision.

In the meantime, Bos-
ton will host the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday 
(7:00pm tonight) on TD 
Garden ice. The Hurri-
canes have been a problem 
for Boston, as their two 
previous meetings both 
Boston losses, the Hur-

ricanes blew them away 
by scores of 3-0 and 7-1. 
Tonight (Thursday) will 
also be Hockey Fights 
Cancer Night, presented 
by Tufts Children’s Hos-
pital. Fans will have the 
opportunity to fill out “I 
Fight For” cards to honor 
those fighting or who have 
fought cancer. Also, the Bs 
may be without Marchand 
and Bergeron for multi-
ple games. At press time 
it was reported that the 
NHL Department of Player 
Safety has offered March-
and an in-person hearing 
to consider a suspension 
to the repeat offender. An 
in-person hearing means 
the league could suspend 
Marchand five-plus games. 
Following the Hurricanes 
meeting, Boston will em-
bark on a road trip, visit-
ing the Ottawa Senators 
on Saturday (12:30pm), 
the New York Rangers on 
Tuesday (7:00pm), and 
Zdeno Chara and the New 
York Islanders on Thurs-
day (7:30).

Staff Report

The Resilient Mystic 
Collaborative (RMC) has 
released the results of a 
two-year groundbreaking 
research project involv-
ing six cities and 13 in-
frastructure managers to 
identify and manage risks 
to Greater Boston’s crit-
ical infrastructure from 
a potential major coastal 
storm. The Lower Mys-
tic Regional Climate As-
sessment involved over 
400 residents and workers 
most at risk of harm from 
infrastructure failure and 
identified how a hypothet-
ical coastal storm, termed 
“Big Papi”, would impact 
Lower Mystic Watershed 
communities.

In 2020, six Lower 
Mystic Watershed com-
munities—Charlestown, 
East Boston, Chelsea, 
Everett, Revere, Somer-
ville and Winthrop—se-
cured a $390,000 regional 
Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness grant to un-
derstand the critical invest-
ments needed to fortify 
storm harden regional 
infrastructure from a ma-
jor coastal hurricane or 
Nor’easter. This grant and 
a second grant from the 
Barr Foundation, allowed 
Arup, All Aces, the Mys-
tic River Watershed As-
sociation, CH Consulting 
and six community-based 
organizations to produce 
the assessment. The six 
community based organi-
zations – La Comunidad, 
GreenRoots, Harborkeep-
ers, Community Action 
Agency of Somerville, 
Somerville Community 
Development Corpora-
tion, and TCGT entertain-
ment, were intentionally 
place-based within the six 
municipalities to ensure 
trusted community en-
gagement.

“With climate change 
causing more frequent ex-
treme weather, we have 
to plan for how to best 
protect our communities, 
especially our residents 
who are most vulnerable 
to the effects of extreme 
weather,” said Somerville 
Mayor Katjana Ballan-
tyne. “Information from 
this climate assessment 
has already helped us up-

date our own Hazard Mit-
igation Plan and will be 
valuable in our continued 
work to center equity in 
our climate change miti-
gation planning.”

By completing the dual 
climate assessment, one 
focused on infrastructure 
and the other on social 
vulnerability, municipal-
ities gained valuable in-
sight from key infrastruc-
ture managers and Greater 
Boston’s vulnerable resi-
dents and workers — in-
cluding:

The most substantial in-
frastructure damage (i.e., 
cost and time to repair) 
would be to the Ame-
lia Earhart Dam, Harbor 
Tunnels, Blue and Orange 
MBTA Lines and several 
community health centers.  

Underlying social risk 
factors included speaking 
limited English and being 
a person of color, Latinx 
or low-income. These res-
idents tended to be con-
centrated in East Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere and Ev-
erett, the same locations 
where the majority of the 
critical infrastructure is lo-
cated.  

Vulnerable communi-
ties had fragile mutual aid 
networks and an overly 
optimistic expectation of 
government readiness and 
response.  Residents were 
unclear where to go to get 
the information needed 
to stay safe and worried 
about their cell networks 
going down, which are 
their primary source of in-
ternet access.

The regional infrastruc-
ture facilities vulnerable 
residents and workers 
most relied on were public 
transit and safe walking 
routes, cell phone/elec-
tricity to access the inter-
net and community health 
centers.

When Superstorm San-
dy hit New York and New 
Jersey, it caused lasting 
physical damage to the 
region’s infrastructure, 
and economic and per-
sonal damage to possi-
bly millions of residents 
and workers.  The Bos-
ton metropolitan region 
was lucky to escape such 
detrimental impacts from 
Sandy, though the storm 
still left thousands without 

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS here

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

QUESTIONS? Contact Erin: 
508-591-0230 or 
erin@RooflessSolar.com

SSUUPPPPOORRTT  CCLLEEAANN  EENNEERRGGYY
1100%%  SSaavviinnggss  GGuuaarraanntteeeedd

Must be an Eversource Energy customer

SIGN-UP TODAY
SPACE IS LIMITED

SSaavvee  mmoonneeyy  oonn  EEvveerrssoouurrccee
WWiitthh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  SSoollaarr!!

Save Money on Eversource 
with Community Solar!

FFRREEEE  PPrrooggrraamm!!

FFRREEEE  CCaanncceellllaattiioonn!!

As Seen In…                                                                  
Forbes, National Geographic, The New York Times, 
CBS, Fast Company, Bloomberg, USA Today

VISIT Boston.RooflessSolar.com to subscribe

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins on bumpy road

Resilient Mystic Collaborative releases equity-based climate assessment

PHOTO BY MIKE PETERSON

Orange line yard in the Lower Mystic River Watershed. 
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