
By Cary Shuman

There may be snow on 
the ground, but Roseann 
Bongiovanni is gearing up 
for the spring and one of 
the world’s most foremost 
sporting events: The Bos-
ton Marathon.

Bongiovanni is in 
training for what will be 
her fifth appearance in 
the Boston Marathon, 
the 26.2-mile race from 
Hopkinton to Boston 
that attracts thousands of 
athletes from across the 
world each April.

The well-known ex-
ecutive director of 
GreenRoots and former 
councillor-at-Large, Bon-
giovianni is excited about 

the opportunity to partici-
pate again in the Marathon 
while supporting the Dana 

Farber Cancer Institute by 
raising funds for cancer 
research. 

“The Boston Mara-
thon is the granddaddy of 
races, it is just so utterly 
special,” said Bongiovan-
ni. “I ran my first Boston 
in 2003 when it seemed 
like an unbelievable feat.  
Now, almost twenty years 
later, I still feel the same 
– it is just such a behe-
moth of a course that it is 
intimidating, awe-inspir-
ing and magnificent. But 
in addition to my love for 
the race, I am running to 
raise money for an amaz-
ing cause – to support the 
Dana Farber Cancer Insti-
tute’s innovative cancer 
research.  Whose family 
hasn’t been touched by 
cancer? The money my 
teammates and I are rais-
ing will hopefully go to 
cures and treatments that 

By Adam Swift

With up to six new on-
site liquor licenses expect-
ed to come the city’s way, 
the Chelsea Licensing 
Commission is looking at 
ways to make sure a di-
verse array of businesses 
have a fair shot at those 
potential licenses.

The additional liquor li-
censes would be the result 
of Chelsea’s population 
growth in the 2020 US 
Census.

“We’re looking at how 
to get variety, diversity, 
and to different areas of 
Chelsea,” said City Solic-
itor Cheryl Watson Fisher. 
“So we’ve proposed to do 
this as an RFP (request 
for proposals), meaning 
everybody brings in ap-
plications as opposed to 
a first-come, first-serve 
basis where some people 
would hear about it sooner 
than others.”

Fisher presented a draft 
of the RFP process to the 
Licensing Commission 
last month. The commis-
sion is expected to take 
a closer look at it before 
taking a potential vote on 
the process at its February 
meeting.

Night clubs are not al-
lowed in Chelsea, so Fish-

er said the on-site licenses 
would be for restaurants 
or bars.

By going through an 
RFP process, Fisher said 
the city can help bring a 
greater diversity of restau-
rant types and ownership 
to the city.

“We want to be able to 
… let everybody know 
that anyone thinking of a 
brick and mortar restau-
rant or bar that this is 
out there and available to 
them and it’s not $50,000, 
which is what some peo-
ple are selling them for,” 
said Fisher. “We want ev-
eryone to be able to come 
purchase liquor licenses 
from the city.”

Fisher said the census 
numbers have to be final-
ized before Chelsea offi-
cially knows how many 
additional liquor licenses 
it will be getting.

Once the liquor licens-
es do become available, 
Fisher said it would likely 
be a month or two process 
to allow applications to 
come in and be reviewed 
by the Licensing Commis-
sion.

Licensing Commis-
sioner Marnie MacAlpine 
said she wanted to make 

By Adam Swift

Chelsea residents and 
organizations looking to 
get a community proj-
ect off the ground still 
have time to apply for 
the spring round of Com-
munity Preservation Act 
(CPA) funding.

The CPA was approved 
by Chelsea voters in 2016, 
and sets aside a pot of 
money from a surcharge 
on property taxes for his-
toric preservation, open 
space and recreation, and 
affordable and communi-
ty housing projects. The 
deadline to file an eligibil-
ity application for a poten-
tial project is Feb. 11.

Chelsea Community 
Preservation Coordinator 
Oriana Reilly said several 
recent projects point to the 
scope and types of proj-
ects that the Community 
Preservation Committee 
has recommended for ap-
proval by the City Coun-
cil.

“The Marlborough 
Street Community Garden 
project received $9,880 
to turn an empty lot into 
a gardening space,” said 

Reilly. “This supports 
the goals of the Commu-
nity Preservation Plan 
for Chelsea. This is open 
space and recreation and 
it’s near housing, so it sup-
ports that goal of having 
housing and parks next to 
each other.”

Reilly pointed to the 
$50,000 renovation of 
the outside of the Wal-
nut Street Synagogue as 
an example of a historic 
preservation project, and 
the funding of a city rental 
assistance program in the 
wake of the Covid pan-
demic.

“You can also do small-
er projects,” said Reilly. 
“We are trying to increase 
the types of projects that 
are funded.”

In other communities, 
Reilly said CPA funds 
have been used to build a 
canoe launch and to reha-
bilitate a skate park.

Reilly said the CPC 
will review the one-page 
eligibility applications 
to decide if projects can 
move onto the next phase 
of the funding process.
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Staff Report

The Revere Board 
of Health held its regu-
lar monthly meeting last 
Thursday, January 27, in 
the City Council Cham-
bers.

In attendance at the 
meeting were the board’s 
new chairperson, Dr. 
Drew Bunker, and fellow 
members Dr. Craig Cos-
tanza and Nezha Louaddi.

The principal action 
taken by the Board was 
the approval of an adviso-
ry recommendation urging 
businesses to implement 
a mask requirement for 
customers and employees 
in all indoor settings in 
the city. The advisory also 
urges all citizens to wear 
N-95 or KN-95 masks.

Revere presently has a 
mask requirement for mu-
nicipal and school build-
ings and either a vaccine 
or testing requirement for 
city and school employ-
ees.

Michael Wells, the city’s 
Health Agent/Director of 
Inspectional Services, pre-
sented the proposed advi-
sory recommendation to 
the board members.

Lauren Buck, the city’s 
Director of Public Health, 
informed the board mem-
bers of the masking and 
vaccine requirements 
for nearby communities. 
Boston for example, has 
a mask requirement and 
a vaccination requirement 
for indoor spaces. Other 
communities have mask-
ing requirements only for 
public indoor spaces.

However, said Buck, 
“This order is only an ad-
visory recommendation, 
not a mandate.” Buck 
pointed out that mask-
ing is the best means for 
preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 in a business 
setting, but emphasized, 
“We have to start living 
with this and normalizing 
it a little bit more. A mask 
mandate does not seem 
like the right move for Re-
vere businesses today.”

“We don’t have the re-
sources to enforce a mask 
mandate,” added Wells. 
“A mask mandate would 
put businesses in a bind 
with regard to uncoopera-
tive customers. A mandate 
really is not enforceable. 
We can’t be out there in 
the role of the mask po-
lice.”

Wells noted howev-
er, that any business on 
its own may require that 
masks be worn by its em-
ployees and patrons.

“This is a good measure 
and other communities 
have mask mandates. We 
wear them in our clinical 
setting,” said Bunker, who 
is a doctor with a local 
practice. “The data and 
evidence prove that masks 
prevent the spread of the 
disease in enclosed set-
tings.”

The board members 
then unanimously ap-
proved the advisory rec-
ommendation. 

Earlier in the meet-
ing, Buck presented the 
monthly report from the 
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Revere recovers 
well after first major 
snowstorm of 2022
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CHA WINS 
MHQP PATIENT 
EXPERIENCE 
AWARDS

Cambridge Health Alli-
ance (CHA), a communi-
ty health system serving 
Cambridge, Somerville 
and Boston’s metro-north 
communities, has re-
ceived three awards from 
Massachusetts Health 
Quality Partners (MHQP) 
for being one of the top 
practices in Massachu-
setts for patient experi-
ence in primary care.

The “MHQP Patient 
Experience Awards” is an 
annual awards program 
introduced in 2018 by 
MHQP, a nonprofit mea-
surement and reporting 
organization that brings 
together providers, health 
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THAT’S A LOT OF SNOW...
WEEKEND STORM DROPS 24+ INCHES

Don’t forget to send in your lovelines!
final day to submit is friday, feb. 4th
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Health Board recommends 
masks in all indoor spaces

Shown above, Shawn Poliskey helped clear 
snow in front of Bianchi’s Pizza along Revere 
Beach. 
Shown to the right, Johnny Hallisey looks out 
to a snow-covered Malden Street in the midst 
of the storm.
See more photos on Page 4. 

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

A pedestrian makes their way down a Revere Beach white with snow Sunday following the 
storm that dropped more than 2-feet of snow on the City.

COURTESY PHOTO

Parks and Rec Director Michael Hinojosa 
proving you can still be a kid at heart

By Melissa Moore-Randall

If you are looking for a 
fun activity to keep your 
kids busy during these 
tough Covid times, look 
no further than the City 
of Revere Parks and Rec-
reation Department. The 

Revere Parks and Rec-
reation offers residents 
(both children and adults) 
of Revere with recreation-
al programs, activities, 
and special events all year. 
There are many people be-
hind the scenes who work 
to come up with creative 

and engaging activities for 
children and adults includ-
ing Director and Revere 
lifelong resident Michael 
Hinojosa.

Michael was born and 
raised in Revere. He spent 

See HINOJOSA Page 10

By Cary Shuman

After receiving close to 
two feet of snow during 
a blizzard that began late 
Friday night and contin-
ued through Saturday, 
the City of Revere has 
recovered well, and life 
was returning to normal 
following the DPW’s 
around-the-clock snow re-
moval efforts.

Donny Ciaramella, Re-
vere’s chief of infrastruc-
ture and engineering, said 
the city’s four days of 
ad-vance preparation for 
the storm resulted in no 
ma-jor incidents regarding 
flooding.

“For example, we had 
accumulated 900 tons of 
salt for our sanders at the 
DPW site, and 250 tons at 
our off-site, so we didn’t 
have a traffic jam inside 
the DPW Yard,” said Cia-

ramella.
With weather forecast-

ers predicting the Nor’eas-
ter days in advance (and 
to their credit, they were 
ac-curate), Ciaramella 
said storm preparations 
began last Tuesday and 
continued through Friday 
even-ing.

“On Friday, we coordi-
nated efforts with the DCR 
to shut the floodgates on 
Winthrop Parkway,” relat-
ed Ciaramella. “Exactly at 
midnight, those gates were 
shut in preparation of the 
tidal surges that we were 
getting. There were some 
astronomical high tides, 
and the tidal surges ranged 
from four to five feet. So 
on a high tide of 10 feet, 
you have to add that four-
to-five-foot surge, and 
anything over 12-13 feet 

See STORM Page 3

Special to the Journal

Mayor Brian Arrigo has 
announced Fatou Dram-

meh as February’s Public 
Servant of the Month. As 
Manager of the Revere 
Community School and 
nonprofit leader, Fatou 
Drammeh has worked for 
decades to connect resi-
dents with resources and 
advocate for our city's 
most vulnerable. Fatou is 
always going above and 
beyond for our residents 
– often working 7 days a 
week in different capaci-
ties throughout the com-
munity. Fatou has been in-

strumental in helping our 
residents throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic – 
whether it was working at 
a food pantry event or do-
nating computers to those 
in need, Fatou wakes up 
every day with a drive to 
help her community. Ev-
ery year, the Revere Com-
munity School teaches 
more than 1,000 individu-
als English and other lan-
guages and skills. Since 

See DRAMMEH Page 3

Licensing Commission 
looks at process to grant 
new liquor licenses

CPA funding cycle is open

See LICENSES  Page 2

Roseann is running for a great cause
Greenroots leader Bongiovanni  preps for Boston Marathon

CHELSEA DIGGING OUT

 Blossom St. following the snow storm. See Page 5 for more snow photos.

 Carla Rodriguez used a snow blower to clear her home on Lash St. 

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

Roseann Bongiovanni, executive director of GreenRoots, 
is pictured during a pre-Boston Marathon training run this 
week along Revere Beach Boulevard.
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By Adam Swift

A City Councillor and 
a Summit Avenue resi-
dent are asking the Traffic 
and Parking Commission 
to look at ways to reduce 
traffic speed on Summit 
Avenue.

“I’ve noticed there’s a 

huge traffic concern with 
cars flying up and down 
Summit Avenue,” said 
Summit Avenue resident 
and Chelsea Firefighter 
Rony Gobin. “A year or 
two ago, a gentleman was 
hit and killed on Washing-
ton Avenue, and shortly 
after that the city put some 

speed bumps on Washing-
ton Avenue. That was very 
reactive and we need to be 
proactive; I’m requesting 
the city put some speed 
bumps on Summit Ave-
nue before someone gets 
hurt.”

Councillor-At–Large 
Leo Robinson said the is-
sue is especially pressing 
since the area is near the 
Chelsea Soldiers Home, 
which is slated for rehabil-
itation and expansion.

“I think we want to try 
to get ahead of what is go-
ing to take place up there,” 
said Robinson. 

Robinson reminded the 
commission that a few 
years ago, there was a car 
that went through a house 
across the street from Go-
bin’s on Summit Avenue.

“He has two young chil-
dren and he is concerned 
about the traffic flying up 
and down Summit Av-
enue,” said Robinson. 
“We’re just getting con-
cerned about the traffic, 
and we’re keeping an eye 
on the new development 
that’s going to take place.”

The City Council re-
cently met with the Sol-
diers Home development 
team, but Robinson said 
they have not done a traf-
fic study yet.

Housing and Commu-
nity Development Direc-
tor Alexander Train said 

that over the next month, 
his department and the 
public works department 
would work with the city’s 
engineering consultant 
to design traffic calming 
solutions for the neigh-
borhood to improve safety 
and address some of the 
speeding concerns.

In other business, Train 
said the city’s outside 
transportation consultant 
is also putting together fi-
nal recommendations for 
traffic calming measures 
at Jefferson and Washing-
ton avenues.

“We should be able to 
present proposals at the 
next Traffic and Parking 
Commission meeting that 
relate to traffic calming 
and pedestrian safety at 
this intersection,” said 
Train. “Similarly, we have 
engaged with the MBTA 
relative to the bus stop 
… to explore if we could 
shift the bus stop back in 
order to improve pedestri-
an safety.”

The commission also 
got an update on plans 
for proposed intersection 
improvements at Eastern 
Avenue and Griffin Way, 
including a new traffic 
signal. 

A public hearing on 
that project is scheduled 
for the next commission 
meeting, as well.

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?

You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Special to the Record

City Councilor Judith 
García was tapped by 
the Office of Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris to be  
among ten other national 
Honduran-American lead-
ers to share ideas and pri-
orities in preparation for 
the Vice President’s visit 
to Honduras. 

Vice President Kamala 
Harris has been leading 
the Administration’s dip-
lomatic efforts to address 
the root causes of migra-
tion from El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras. 

She has worked with 
bilateral, multilateral, and 
private sector partners, as 
well as civil society lead-
ers to help address region-
al challenges.

This week  Vice Pres-

ident Harris traveled to 
attend the inauguration of 
President-elect Xiomara 
Castro.  The Vice Presi-
dent’s visit will further the 
commitment she and Pres-
ident-elect Castro made 
to deepen the partnership 

between the United States 
and Honduras.

In advance of the Vice 
President’s trip, her na-
tional security team 
reached  out to Hondu-
ran-American leaders 
across the country to hear 
ideas and concerns as the 
Administration continues 
to build its partnership 
with Honduras in a closed 
press event. 

“I am honored to be a 
part of this important bilat-
eral conversation by join-
ing forces with the admin-
istration of Vice President 
Harris and other United 
States Honduran leaders. 
As a councilor in one of 
the states that is home to 
thousands of Hondurans it 
is important to address the 
needs of the Hondurans 
who reside here,” said 

Councilor García. 
Councilor García is ex-

cited to continue to work 
in collaboration with the 
Office of the Vice Presi-
dent in strengthening these 
relationships especial-
ly since she has worked 
closely with local leaders 
in Chelsea, like Margarita 
Franco, to help inaugu-
rate the first Consulate of 
Honduras in Chelsea, MA 
located at 90 Everett Ave. 

“The new administra-
tion of President-elect 
Xiomara Castro brings 
with it a lot of hope for the 
Honduran community and 
I hope that we can achieve 
many milestones in our bi-
lateral relations.”

Councilor García ex-
pects to continue this 
ongoing dialogue in the 
years to come. 

Councilor Judith García tapped by the Office of Vice President 
Kamala Harris to deepen bilateral relations with Honduras

DARLENE DEVITA PHOTO

City Councilor Judith García.

Traffic Commission hears Summit Avenue concern

sure there is enough time 
given to spread the word 
about the application pro-
cess.

“If the whole point of 
this is to diversify and 
make sure we are getting a 
good mix of businesses in 
the city, we want to make 
sure there is enough time 
for people to put together 
a good proposal to get to 
us for review, and it’s not 
just people who are catch-
ing wind of this early,” 
said MacAlpine.

Fisher said the final ap-
plication process will also 
include questions about 
job creation, location, de-
scription of the business, 
and noise control mea-
sures.

“We’re just thinking of 
some new ideas to better 
our quality of life around 
these restaurants and 
bars,” said Fisher.

Chelsea Police Cap-
tain Keith Houghton said 
the new RFP process will 
be an effective measure 
to help prevent phantom 
transfers, where a liquor 

license is basically trans-
ferred to a new compa-
ny that still has the same 
ownership as the previous 
license holder.

“I think this can trans-
form the city greatly,” said 
Houghton.

Licensing Commission 
Chair Emily Cherniack 
asked if the RFP process 
would be used for cur-
rent licenses that become 
available.

“If we get a new one, it 
could be up to you to have 
an RFP if it is not trans-
ferred to someone,” said 
Fisher. “Nine times out of 
10 in Chelsea, they find a 
buyer.”

In other business, the 
commission approved 
the request of GreenStar 
Herbals on Beacham 
Street to do away with the 
appointment requirement 
for its retail marijuana 
business.

Houghton noted that 
there is ample parking on 
site and there have not 
been issues with traffic re-
lated to the business.

If anyone has questions 
about a potential project, 
Reilly said they can stop 
by her office at City Hall 
or email her at oreilly@
chelseama.gov.

The deadline for the 
full applications is April 
14, after which the CPC 
will review projects be-
fore submitting the ones it 
recommends for funding 
to the City Council, likely 
in early summer. There is 

also a fall funding cycle, 
Reilly said.

“We want to encourage 
and invite any member of 
the community, including 
youth organizations and 
community groups who 
have an idea to contact 
Oriana, who can help pro-
vide guidance on whether 
the project would be a fit 
here,” said CPC co-chair 
Juan Vega.

CPA/ Continued from page 1

will help many loved ones 
fight cancer.  

Bongiovanni said her 
goal is to raise $12,500 for 
Dana Farber.

Training has begun
Bongiovanni, who reg-

ularly runs 3-5-mile dis-
tances to stay active in 
the sport and be physical-
ly fit, has stepped up her 
long-distance training.

“I was inspired to get 
running again when my 
10-year son joined the 
cross-country team at 
his school,” related Bon-
giovanni.  “We began 
running together on week-
ends and some evenings.  
My daughter also joins us 
on runs through the neigh-
borhood.  Those runs 
helped to get me ready 
to jump back into longer 
runs.” 

The Marathon 
Experience 

Bongiovanni has previ-
ously completed the Chi-
cago and New York City 
Marathons, a law-enforce-
ment half marathon (13.1 
miles) and a Spartan race 
at Fenway Park.

The Boston Mara-
thon course, that passes 
through several commu-
nities before finishing on 
Boylston Street, presents 
its own, unique set of 
challenges, most notably 
Heartbreak Hill in New-
ton at Mile 20.

“It’s sort of like running 
up Carter Street (Chelsea) 
hill, only about a half-mile 
longer and more gradual 
of an incline,” said Bon-
giovanni. “The thing is 
that by the time you hit 
Heartbreak, you’ve al-
ready run a series of hills. 
Those hills get far less re-
spect than Heartbreak, but 
they are no joke.”

When Bongiovanni 
takes her position on the 
starting line on Patriots’ 
Day (April 18), her family 
will be out on the course 
waiting to cheer her on to-
ward the finish line.

“They will definite-
ly be somewhere along 
the course for sure,” said 
Bongiovanni. “And we’re 
talking about running the 
BAA 5K race together just 
a few days before the mar-
athon.”

Bongiovanni said some 
of her usual pre-Marathon 
training sessions have 
been altered because of 
COVID-19. She noted 
that the Boston Marathon 
will have many safety pre-
cautions in place.

“So far many of the 
typical weekend group 
runs have been cancelled 
because of the Omicron 
variant,” said Bongiovan-
ni.  “All runners need to 
show proof of vaccina-
tion; and the marathon 
events will implement 
COVID-19 safety pre-
cautions.  There is also an 
option to participate in the 
race virtually. 

“Aside from all of that, 
I think this year will be 
even more special.  Af-
ter having to be canceled 
in 2020 and postponed in 
2021, having the Boston 
Marathon on its tradi-
tional date will help us all 
have a sense of hope from 
the end of two utterly dif-
ficult years.  I am honored 
to run for those who have 
been affected by cancer,” 
concluded Bongiovanni.

How You Can Sponsor 
Roseann

Residents wishing to 
sponsor Roseann’s run in 
the Boston Marathon can 
visit her 

Dana Farber Marathon 
Challenge webpage to 
donate at: http://danafar-
ber.jimmyfund.org/goto/
RosieB.  “I will wear the 
name of those impacted 
by cancer on my shirt on 
race day,” said Roseann.  
“If people want to donate 
in honor of a loved one, I 
will have the honor of car-
rying their name through-
out the marathon on April 
18.” 

Roseann/ Continued from page 1

You can't lockdown Love

happy valentines Jimmy and 
Pa … just think next years 
valentine will have my little 

brother or sister with me

ALL VALENTINES WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE EAST 
BOSTON TIMES FREE PRESS, REVERE JOURNAL, 

EVERETT INDEPENDENT, CHELSEA RECORD, 
WINTHROP SUN TRANSCRIPT, LYNN JOURNAL, 
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PeoPle of Chelsea

Branden Reyes Garcia -2022
The following is one in 

a series of sneak peeks 
at the upcoming People 
of Chelsea additions by 
Chelsea Photographer 
Darlene DeVita. The new 
work will ultimately ap-
pear on the fence of the 
Chelsea Public Library 
(CPL) Spring of 2022 a 
collaboration between 
the People of Chelsea 
project and the CPL.)

By Darlene DeVita

I love Chelsea very 
much, but I’m a realistic 
person. I will say I had 
a pretty bad experience 
growing up in Chel-
sea. I was a little dark-
er than most kids here, 
especially when I was 
little. My mom’s side is 
Afro-Puerto Rican. My 
dad’s side is an indige-
nous Spaniard type of 
mix. I would get bul-
lied for being a darker 
shade. I would get called 
ugly. I was also part of 
the Special Education 
Department. I grew up 
with some motor skill 
issues and talking issues, 
which is why sometimes 
I go really fast and stut-
ter when I talk. And on 
top of that, I’m gay.

Growing up as a queer 
person in Chelsea is very 
difficult. When mid-
dle school came, it was 
so bad that they would 
bully me and molest me. 
I came out when I was 
15. I was lucky that my 
parents were accepting 
of me. I grew up know-
ing about kids who got 
kicked out of their hous-
es because they admit-
ted being queer or [got] 
found out. Essentially, 
we have the issue with 
invisible homelessness, 
with queer people jump-
ing couch to couch, re-
sorting to dangerous 
survival methods. I’ve 
met a good chunk of 
queer immigrants who 
have been in my grade 
and talked about how 
they had to leave their 
home. They wanted to 
stay with their family 
because they migrated 
over the border with 
them, that’s their pod. 
They’ve all gone through 
so much they want to 
stay [together], but the 
whole aspect of being 
queer throws it off, and 
[their family] suddenly 
don’t want them. It’s a 
sad thing to see. 

Chelsea is my home, 
which is why I’ve been 
such an active mem-
ber of the communi-
ty. I have participated 
in community events 
and the political aspect 
as the Secretary of the 
Youth Commission. 
Chelsea has a big prob-
lem with their queer 
representation or how 
they go about [treating] 
queer people. We have 
so many initiatives that 
help our residents, but 
there’s not one specifi-
cally targeted to the edu-
cation of queer people or 
the LGBTQ people as a 
community. Church and 
religion are such a big 
aspect of latinx families. 
Could we team up with 
churches that are more 
progressive thinking? 
If that’s not the case, 
how do we go about it? 
The queer kids in this 
community go through 
hell. Our youth are get-
ting misplaced and ha-
rassed. Women already 
feel scared to walk the 
streets, especially on 

Broadway. Imagine if it’s 
a trans woman, a trans 
woman of color. Some-
one catcalls them, and 
they get closer and hear 
their voice. The aggres-
sion that can come out 
of that situation is so 
severe. 

I’ve been catcalled. 
Beside being gay I’m 
also non-binary. My 
pronouns are they/them 
and he/him. I don’t re-
ally identify with one 
gender. I’m in this weird 
in-between. Through-
out my life, I would get 
mistaken for a girl. Even 
before walking into this 
building, the crossing 
guard was like, “be safe 
young lady,” and I just 
kept going. It doesn’t 
bother me. I have the 
mustache and the goa-
tee, of course.  

I did choir growing 
up [the Boston Chil-
dren’s Chorus], and the-
atre when I got to high 
school, which helped 
with my enunciation. 
And I did community 
organizing where I had 
to speak in public. I 
had to slow my speech 
down. I joined the Dra-
ma Club because I like 
music. I thought the the-
atre part of it was real-
ly cool. I took a chance 
and participated in the 
plays and musicals. Cur-
rently [at Brandeis] I’m 
in an interesting genre 
musically. I just joined 
a folk music ensemble. 
I’ve never listened to 
folk music in my life! 
I’m a vocalist. Experi-
mentation is key.

I was part of a college 
preparation program in 
Boston called Bottom 
Line, a college prepara-
tion program in Chelsea 
schools. They accepted 
very few Chelsea kids. 
Me and my best friends, 
who are girls, all ap-
plied, and they got re-
jected and I got accept-
ed. I asked why I got 
accepted. They said we 
need more men of col-
or. There’s so few men 
of color applying to col-
lege. Thank God I iden-
tified as a man at that 
time, not anymore, but 
thank you!

Fun Fact about my 
coming to Brandeis. I 
had a 7th grade science 
teacher from the Wright 
Middle School. He said, 
‘If you like musical the-
atre and science (at the 
time I was a STEM 
kid), you should do 
Brandeis.” So I applied. 
I didn’t know about 
the scholarship. There’s 
a MLK fellowship [a 
full scholarship], which 
started back when Mar-
tin Luther King was 
assassinated. Black stu-
dents began rallying for 
financial aid for black 
students and people of 
color. I opened my ac-

ceptance letter; ‘Con-
grats you’ve been ac-
cepted to Brandeis as a 
MLK fellow!’

My story is not an in-
spiration story. I don’t 
want anyone to look at 
my life and be like “I 
can do that.”  Because 
being realistic, the sys-
temic inequalities in our 
society in the US allow 
such slim amounts of 
people these opportuni-
ties to thrive. Opportu-
nities like I had growing 
up, low-income, queer, 
everyone should be giv-
en those opportunities. 
I just got very lucky, 
and I’m grateful. I al-
most didn’t go to college 
even though my parents 
wanted me to. Long sto-
ry short, I don’t want 
people to be inspired by 
me. I had such privileges 
that were given to me. 
Not like a rich person 
in an affluent neighbor-
hood, but in a city like 
Chelsea I’m one of the 
most lucky that were 
handed all these oppor-
tunities. 

Although I can come 
off as resilient, I also 
had therapy since I was 
7. I had so many friends 
that couldn’t go to ther-
apy because they were 
undocumented. That 
resilience is a result of 
my having [the] priv-
ilege [of] being docu-
mented. Even though 
the US treats us Puerto 
Ricans like dirt, we have 
instant documentation, 
which is something I 
don’t take for granted. I 
like to say every time a 
person is born, the cards 
are shuffled and the dice 
is rolled, and you get 
what you get. Let’s de-
construct it. That’s what 
I try to do with my priv-
ilege. It’s why I’ve done 
so much in the city gov-
ernment and the com-
munity. 

I had the chance to 
interact with so many 
people with different 
backgrounds. Especially 
with being in the Bos-
ton Children’s Chorus, 
it was such a transfor-
mative experience. For 
most Chelsea kids you 
don’t get to leave Chel-
sea. I met people from 
Belmont and Acton and 
the greater Boston area. 
My plan as I get older is 
to make sure those op-
portunities are present 
for people like Chelsea 
residents. Hopefully, 
if the cards are shuf-
fled right and the deck 
is bopping, I can come 
back to Chelsea and set 
something up. Hopeful-
ly in the future, if I’m 
able, I can come back to 
Chelsea (If it’s not over-
ly gentrified [by then]) 
to start a music initiative 
to give children better 
music education. I’ll go 
where the people go.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                 PRICE    
Chel Noble LLC Best RT                  69 4th St                 $1,475,000
Le, Khoa Titterton, Patrick S 100 Boatswains Way #203       $412,500
Deutsche Bk Natl T Co Tr Huynh, Tan              59 Clark Ave                 $521,524
Thomasn, Matan Assante, Christopher 38 Hawthorne St #1         $365,000
Umana-Hernandez, Nelson E  Washington, Marie 16 Hillside Ave                 $595,000
Angelico, Allison Foote, Stephen S 92 Pearl St #10                 $365,000
Carr, Rebecca         OPC Development LLC 208 Spencer Ave #5           $521,999

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time to sell, prices are high, rates are 
low. List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488

Chelsea School Com-
mittee member Roberto 
Jiménez-Rivera launched 
his campaign for State 
Representative last week 
at a virtual event attended 
by over 90 people.

Among these were elect-
ed officials, community 
leaders, and residents from 
Everett and Chelsea. Also 
present were community 
organizers and advocates 
from across Massachusetts, 
as well as various friends 
and family members. Mr. 
Jiménez-Rivera said, “I 
am proud of the grassroots 
coalition that we are build-
ing. It includes people who 
have been deeply involved 
in and committed to Chel-
sea and Everett for many 
years, as well as statewide 
advocates who have been 
our allies as we speak out 

on the issues that affect our 
district every day. We are 
all fighting for good jobs, 
reliable transit systems, 
housing that is affordable, 
and for a just pandemic re-
covery.”

During the event, Ro-
berto introduced his cam-
paign manager, Zayda Or-
tiz. A resident of Malden, 
Zayda worked in Chel-
sea for almost a decade 
as an MRI administrator 
at MRI Centers on Ever-
ett Ave. Originally from 
Texas and Oklahoma, she 
is a first-generation Mex-
ican-American who has 
been organizing around 
immigration justice and ra-
cial equity for many years. 
She brings experience 
from multiple campaigns, 
most recently to elect her 
husband to the Malden 

School Committee.
This week, Roberto was 

also excited to announce 
that by the end of January, 
the campaign had raised 
$35K. “The resources we 
are bringing together will 
ensure that we can reach 
every voter in our dis-
trict, pay our staff a living 
wage, and keep our vol-
unteers fed and hydrated 
throughout the year,” said 
Mr. Jiménez-Rivera. “I’m 
deeply grateful to our 
supporters and looking 
forward to the conversa-
tions we will be having 
throughout this campaign, 
listening to residents about 
the challenges we’re fac-
ing, and sharing our vision 
about how we will work 
together to fix them.”

School Committee member Roberto Jiménez-Rivera 
launches State Representative Campaign

State representative candidate Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera and his wife, Sarah.

Robert Jimenez-Rivera’s parents, Maribel 
and Roberto.

The Audit and Finance 
Subcommittee of the 
MBTA Board supported re-
allocating up to $500 mil-
lion in operating funds to 
support critical and timely 
capital investments, allow-
ing the MBTA to accelerate 
key capital projects in safe-
ty, advance key employee 
recruitment and retention 
initiatives, advance key 
investments in bus, and 
more. This one-time real-
location plan was presented 
to the full Board at today’s 
meeting. This funding is 
unrelated to the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law funds.

 “Last fiscal year, we 
spent a record $1.9 billion 
in capital investments and 
addressed some of the state 
of good repair backlog. 
But we still have import-
ant investments to make,” 
said MBTA General Man-
ager Steve Poftak. “This 
$500-million one-time 
transfer of funds will allow 
us to expedite crucial safety 
investments like the Green 
Line Train Protection Proj-
ect, to continue supporting 
our workforce with pan-
demic pay for front-line 
employees, to further major 
investments that upgrade 
and modernize our bus sys-
tem, and more.”

 During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the MBTA re-
ceived nearly $2 billion 
in one-time Federal relief 
funds, which allowed the 
MBTA to maintain service 
levels and balance its oper-
ating budget despite signif-
icant reductions in fare rev-
enues. Federal relief funds 
continue to be applied to el-
igible operating expenses, 
freeing up other revenues 
on a one-time basis.

 With the support of the 
Board, the MBTA plans to 
reallocate up to $500 mil-
lion in operating funds to 

support critical one-time 
capital investments while 
still ensuring a balanced 
budget through FY23:

· Safety Investments: 
$67 million will go toward 
accelerating key capital 
investments in safety, in-
cluding $45 million in the 
Green Line Train Protec-
tion Project and accelerat-
ing the project’s schedule 
by a year to be completed 
next year instead of 2024; 
providing additional funds 
to support increased in-
spections at MBTA stations 
and facilities; and provid-
ing funds to address iden-
tified safety and non-code 
compliant concerns at the 
Lynn Parking Garage.

· Workforce Investments: 
$20 million will go toward 
advancing key employee 
recruitment and retention 
initiatives, including sup-
porting employee-focused 
initiatives like pandemic 
pay for front-line employ-
ees and the expansion of 
the human resources staff-
ing program as well as 
establishing an employee 
recruitment and retention 
program with opportunities 
to extend hiring bonuses 
and referral bonuses for 
key positions at the MBTA. 

· Bus Investments: $109 
million will go toward ad-
vancing key investments in 
bus, including funding for 
the Arborway Bus Facility 
(design), the Blue Hill Av-
enue Transit Priority Cor-
ridor, and the North Cam-
bridge Bus Facility as well 
as additional funds needed 
to support the Quincy Bus 
Maintenance Facility and 
the procurement of 60 New 
Flyer buses as part of the 
New Flyer Bus Overhaul 
Project.

· Shovel-ready Invest-
ments: $70 million will 
go toward advancing key 

shovel-ready and shov-
el-worthy projects, includ-
ing advancing the Newton 
Commuter Rail Station 
project to 100% design, ex-
panding the Codman Yard 
Expansion and Improve-
ments project to include 
building and power infra-
structure improvements, 
and programing funds for 
potential near-term real 
estate opportunities and 
advance infrastructure 
planning for future electri-
fication of the Commuter 
Rail network.

· Additional Federal For-
mula Funding Preparation: 
$145 million will go toward 
preparing for additional 
Federal formula funding. 
Funds identified provide 
the 20% match needed to 
program anticipated new 
Federal formula funds as 
identified in the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL). 
New funds, including 
matching funds, will be 
programmed through the 
FY23-27 Capital Invest-
ment Plan development 
process.

· Preserving the Existing 
Capital Program: $89 mil-
lion will go toward preserv-
ing the existing capital pro-
gram, including additional 
funds needed to support 
the Franklin Double Track 
and Signal and ATC Im-
plementation projects, re-
plenishing the surplus/con-
tingency fund to support 
any future COVID related 
(materials and labor) cost 
increases, and advancing 
the full scope of the Tower 
1 Interlocking Early Action 
project.

For more information, 
please visit mbta.com or 
connect with the T on Twit-
ter @MBTA, Facebook /
TheMBTA, or Instagram 
@theMBTA.

MBTA Plan Reallocates $500 Million to 
Support Critical Capital Investments
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SEND US YOUR 
NEWS

The Record encourages 
residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, 
business and education briefs, 
sports stories and photos for 
publication. Items should be 

forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  

Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases 
and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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TEACHER SHORTAGE WAS 
INEVITABLE

An article in the Wall St. Journal this week highlight-
ed yet another area of a labor shortage in the country 
that has been fueled by the COVID-19 pandemic: 

“Burned out teachers are leaving the classroom for 
jobs in the private sector, where talent-hungry compa-
nies are hiring them—and often boosting their pay—to 
work in sales, software, healthcare, and training, among 
other fields. The rate of people quitting jobs in education 
rose more than in any other industry in 2021, according 
to federal data. Many of those are teachers exhausted 
from toggling between online and classroom teaching, 
shifting Covid-19 protocols and dealing with challeng-
ing students, parents, and administrators. According to 
LinkedIn, the share of teachers on the site who left for a 
new career increased by 62% last year.”

It was inevitable that COVID-19 would impact the 
field of education.

Public school teachers have long been the most-un-
derpaid and under-appreciated groups of workers in our 
country.

The pay for teachers has been substandard for de-
cades in the U.S. compared to many other countries, but 
the teaching profession always has attracted those who 
truly have a love for teaching and who have been will-
ing to work for less pay in return for what had been a 
rewarding career path.

But it has been only fairly recently that teachers have 
become a favorite foil for the usual suspects (i.e,, Re-
publican politicians) in our overheated political envi-
ronment in which teachers are deemed the enemy and 
not worthy of respect.

Now, thanks to COVID-19, teachers have been 
pushed over the edge and are leaving the profession in 
droves for greener pastures where their skills, abilities, 
and work ethic actually are appreciated.

The Wall St. Journal article goes on to say:
“The exodus is worsening a nationwide teacher short-

age and proving a boon to hiring managers in industries 
such as IT services and consulting, hospitals, and soft-
ware development. Teachers’ ability to absorb and trans-
mit information quickly, manage stress, and multitask 
are high-demand skills, recruiters and careers coaches 
say. Classroom instructors are landing sales roles and 
jobs as instructional coaches, software engineers, and 
behavioral health technicians, according to LinkedIn.”

The Biblical admonition, “As ye sow, so shall ye 
reap,” finally has caught up with us -- and teachers today 
now are able to take advantage of another, more-mod-
ern aphorism: “Take this job and shove it.”

PRES. BIDEN’S SUPREME 
COURT PICK

There has been criticism from the usual suspects 
regarding President Joe Biden’s declared intention to 
choose a Black woman for the U.S. Supreme Court seat 
to fill that of Justice Stephen Breyer, who announced his 
imminent retirement last week. 

We’d like to make two comments:
First, there are thousands of lawyers, of all races, eth-

nicities, and genders, who are qualified to be a Supreme 
Court judge. Statements such as those by U.S. Sena-
tor Roger Wicker of Mississippi that the selection of a 
Black woman constitutes “affirmative racial discrimina-
tion” are both absurd and offensive.

Second, we firmly believe that every institution in our 
democracy should reflect the diverse make-up of our 
country. It is axiomatic that the only way that the three 
branches of our government can be truly representative 
of our citizenry is to be composed of those who bring 
the unique life experience of every American to that in-
stitution.

We applaud Joe Biden’s commitment to broaden the 
breadth of our nation’s highest court by appointing a 
Black woman for the first time in the court’s history.

We look forward to the perspective that she will bring 
to the highest court in the land in this, the third decade 
of the 21st century, bringing us another step closer to 
fulfilling the promise of the words written in the Decla-
ration of Independence 246 years ago.

Dr. Glenn Mollette 

The Forbes Avenue 
bridge over Fern Hol-
low Creek in Pittsburgh’s 
Frick Park collapsed last 
Friday morning, January 
28th with several vehi-
cles, including a Port Au-
thority bus, on the span at 
the time.  The bridge that 
collapsed is known as the 
Fern Hollow Bridge, used 
by an estimated 14,500 
vehicles daily.  (From 
Pittsburgh Action 4) 

Ten people were in-
jured. No one was killed 
when the bridge buckled 
at 6:39 a.m., officials said, 
though four people were 
hospitalized with injuries 
that were not life-threaten-
ing. President Biden who 
was ironically visiting the 
area warned that the coun-
try might not be so lucky 
next time. “We don’t need 
headlines saying that 
someone was killed when 
the next bridge collapses,” 
Biden said.   (Washington 
Post) 

“The most recent re-
port using 2021 data 
showed more than 43,500 
of the country’s rough-
ly 615,000 bridges were 
rated poor. That number 
is about 4,000 less than 
those reported to be in 
poor condition nationally 
in 2017.”   (WHYY Public 
Broadcasting)

In the last fifty years 
America has seen horrific 
bridge collapses. 

The Hyatt Regency 
Walkway, Kansas City, 
Missouri, 114 deaths, July 
17, 1981. 

Big Bayou Canot, Out-
side Mobile, Alabama, 
47 deaths, September 22, 
1993.

 Silver Bridge. Between 
Point Pleasant, West Vir-
ginia and Gallipolis, Ohio, 
46 deaths, December 15, 
1961.

Cypress Street Viaduct, 
Oakland California, 42 
deaths, October 17, 1989.

Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge, St. Petersburg, 
Florida 35 deaths,  May 9, 
1980.

I-40 Bridge, Web-
ster Falls, Oklahoma, 14 
deaths, May 26, 2002.

Cline Ave, East Chi-
cago Indiana, 14 deaths, 
April 15, 1982.

I-35 West Bridge, Min-
neapolis, MN, 13 deaths, 
August 1, 2007. 

Schoharie Creek 
Bridge, Fort Hunter, New 
York, 10 deaths, 1987.

Sydney Lanier Bridge, 
Brunswick, Georgia, 
10 deaths, November 7, 
1972 . (CNN.Com)

The cost of repairing 
45,000 structurally defi-
cient bridges, which are 
on average 68 years old, 

is $41.8 billion, using data 
from the US Department 
of Transportation. 36% of 
all bridges need replacing, 
while 22% need structural 
work, 19% need rehabil-
itation work, 18% need 
widening or rehabilitation 
and 5% need deck work.
(Global Construction Re-
view)

As we consider rebuild-
ing our bridges and other 
infrastructure, we have to 
face our current $29 tril-
lion gross federal debt. 
This is held by the public 
as well as by federal trust 
funds and other govern-
ment accounts.  We are 
our own biggest creditor 
with Japan being second 
and China third. $29 tril-
lion is greater than the size 
of the economies of Chi-
na, Japan, Germany, Unit-
ed Kingdom and India 
combined. This amounts 
to $87,000 per person in 
our country. 

Researchers at Brown 
University estimate that 
the U.S. has spent $5.8 
trillion on the war in Af-
ghanistan and other con-
flicts stemming from the 
September 11, 2001 at-
tacks. That includes direct 
and indirect spending on 
everything from military 
equipment to homeland 
security to death gratu-
ities for the families or 
slain American service 

members.” (Watson.
Brown.Edu.)

Will Russia’s military 
maneuver on the Ukraine 
border cost America? 
Whenever there is a prob-
lem in the world we go 
regardless of the cost. The 
problem is we don’t have 
any money, our bridges 
and other infrastructure 
are crumbling. We are in 
debt and dependent on 
Taiwan and China to even 
completely build an auto-
mobile. We have become 
a poor nation because 
of our indebtedness and 
dependence on foreign 
countries. A friend of mine 
received his Covid-19 test 
in the mail last week and 
even it was made in Chi-
na. 

If we don’t rebuild our 
infrastructure, includ-
ing regaining energy and 
technology independence, 
and manage our debt, we 
won’t be able to help our-
selves.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

Guest oP-ed

America’s crumbling bridges, can we save ourselves?

LOCAL STUDeNTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

SCOTT GRADUATES 
FROM CHAMPLAIN 
COLLEGE

 Champlain College is 
pleased to announce that 
Hannah Scott of Chelsea, 
MA recently graduated 
from Champlain College 
after the fall 2021 semes-
ter.

Scott was one of 273 
students who completed 
their degree requirements 
and received their di-
ploma at this time. Scott 
completed a MBA degree 
in Master of Business Ad-
ministration.

Founded in 1878, 
Champlain College is a 
small, not-for-profit, pri-
vate college in Burlington, 
Vermont, with additional 
campuses in Montreal, 
Canada, and Dublin, Ire-
land. From its beautiful 
campus overlooking Lake 
Champlain, the College 
offers an innovative ac-
ademic experience and 
more than 100 residen-
tial and online programs, 
including undergraduate 

and graduate degrees and 
certificates. Champlain’s 
distinctive career-driven 
approach to higher educa-
tion embodies the notion 
that true learning occurs 
when information and ex-
perience come together to 
create knowledge. For the 
sixth year in a row, Cham-
plain was named a “Most 
Innovative School” in the 
North by U.S. News & 
World Report’s “Amer-
ica’s Best Colleges” 
rankings, and was listed 
among The Princeton Re-
view’s “The Best 387 Col-
leges” in 2022. Champlain 
is also featured in the 2021 
Fiske Guide to Colleges as 
one of the “best and most 
interesting schools” in 
the United States, Cana-
da, and Great Britain and 
was recognized as a 2020 
College of Distinction for 
its “Engagement, Teach-
ing, Community, and Out-
comes.” For more infor-
mation, visit champlain.
edu.

LOCAL RESIDENT 
RECEIVES 
ACADEMIC 
HONORS

Northeastern Universi-
ty is pleased to recognize 
those students who distin-
guish themselves academ-
ically during the course of 
the school year. The fol-
lowing local students were 
recently named to the Uni-
versity’s dean’s list for the 
Fall semester, which end-
ed in December 2021.

* Chelsea resident Na-
talie Coreas, majoring in 
Criminal Justice/Psychol-
ogy. In addition to achiev-
ing distinction through 
the dean’s list, Coreas is a 
member of the University 
Honors Program.

To achieve the dean’s 
list distinction, students 
must carry a full program 
of at least four courses, 
have a quality point aver-
age of 3.5 or greater out 
of a possible 4.0 and carry 
no single grade lower than 
a C- during the course of 
their college career. Each 

student receives a letter of 
commendation and con-
gratulation from their col-
lege dean.

The University Honors 
Program offers high cali-
ber students the chance to 
further hone their studies 
and interests, live in spe-
cial interest residential 
communities, participate 
in enriched, interdisciplin-
ary courses, and engage 
in research and creative 
endeavors, service, and 
global experiences. Invi-
tation into the University 
Honors Program is highly 
competitive and students 
must maintain a high GPA 
to maintain membership. 

Founded in 1898, 
Northeastern is a global 
research university and the 
recognized leader in expe-
rience-powered lifelong 
learning. Our world-re-
nowned experiential ap-
proach empowers our stu-
dents, faculty, alumni, and 
partners to create impact 
far beyond the confines 
of discipline, degree, and 
campus.
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Massachusetts State 
Fire Marshal Peter J. Os-
troskey announced a new 
public service announce-
ment campaign that en-
courages smoke alarm 
awareness among older 
adults, who are at greater 
risk of dying in a fire. The 
PSAs are available for dis-
tribution through the De-
partment of Fire Services.

The “Dear Grandma 
/ Querida Abuela” cam-
paign started this month 
on television and radio 
stations in the Boston, 
Worcester, and Springfield 
media markets. Recorded 
in both English and Span-
ish, it features a grand-
daughter writing a letter 
to her grandmother about 
all the things she looks 
forward to doing together, 
interspersed with messag-
es about the importance 
of having working smoke 
alarms and replacing 
alarms after 10 years.

“In Massachusetts and 
nationwide, people over 
65 have a disproportion-
ately high risk of dying 
in a fire,” said State Fire 
Marshal Ostroskey. “Ev-
eryone should have work-
ing smoke alarms in their 
homes, but we developed 
this PSA to reach older 
adults in particular be-
cause of the higher sta-
tistical risk they face. In-
stalling smoke alarms on 

every floor of the home, 
checking them regularly, 
and replacing them after 
10 years can dramatically 
reduce that risk.”

Nationwide, about 
60% of fatal fires occur 
in homes without work-
ing smoke alarms.  And in 
Massachusetts, people 65 
and older comprise about 
17% of the population but 
about 50% of last year’s 
fatal fire victims. 

The PSAs are avail-
able for download at the 
Department of Fire Ser-
vices web page and can 
be linked or shared from 
the DFSYouTube chan-
nel. They complement 
the DFS Senior SAFE 
program, which provides 
grant funding for local fire 
departments to provide 
fire and life safety educa-
tion for older adults.

Please visit www.chelsearecord.com

New smoke alarm PSAs geared toward older adults

After heavy snowfall in the greater Boston region, residents dealt with the after-
math of the blizzard on Sunday.  City workers and homeowners cleared properties 
while families enjoyed sledding and playing.  

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

CHELSEA DIGGING OUT AFTER THE STORM

Roxana Mejia took her dog Sadie for a stroll in the snow.

Mario Cimino and Eduardo Andino shoveled the sidewalks in Chelsea Square.

Arlex Flores salted the sidewalks to prevent them from freezing over.

The mural on 5th Street was framed with snow. 

Carlos Robles cleared sidewalks in Chelsea Square.

Chelsea DPW kept streets clear, including Addison St. 

Jason Alfaro offered a helping hand on Lash St.  

Banks of snow lined Prattville but streets were cleared following the storm.
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CHS BOYS TRACK
TOPS MEDFORD, 
46-36; GIRLS FALL 
SHORT, 49-35

The Chelsea High boys 
track team earned a 46-36 
victory over Greater Bos-
ton League (GBL) rival 
Medford this past week.

Coach Cesar Herna-
dez’s Red Devils took first 
place in six of the nine 
individual events:  Mark-
land Richards won the 
high jump; Jeffrey Ponce 

captured the shot-put; 
Nate Nadow took the 600 
dash; Sebastian Rendon 
led a CHS sweep in the 
1000; Alex Estrada won 
the mile; and Johnny Mal-
donado took the two-mile 
run.

Adding three points 
to the Chelsea side of 
the scoresheet with sec-
ond-place performances 
were: Nasir Adams in the 
hurdles; Emmanuel Si-
mon in the 55 meter dash;  
Ali Warsame in the 300 
dash; and Jose Olivar in 
the 1000.

Contributing sin-
gle-points with third-place 
finishes that assured the 
Red Devil victory were: 
Kevin Cruz in the shot-
put;  Markland Richards 
in the 55 dash; Ruben Pa-
dilla in the 1000; and Ale-
jandro Zepeda in the mile.

On the girls side, the 
Lady Red Devils came up 
on the short end of a 49-35 
decision.

First-place finishers 
for Chelsea were Dhalia 
Christmas in the shot-put 

and Giselle Olivar in the 
1000 to lead a CHS sweep 
in that event.

A host of Lady Red 
Devils grabbed second 
place with fine perfor-
mances: Jasmine Maradi-
aga in the high jump; Lau-
ren Nadow in the hurdles; 
Darily Sanchez in the 300 
dash; Jasmine Mardiaga 
in the 600; Rosalinda Ro-
jas in the 1000; Gizelle 
Rodriguez in the mile; and 
Holly Hattleberg in the 
two-mile run.

Scoring single points 
for Chelsea with third-
place efforts were: Angel 
Tate in the shot-put;  Val-
erie Ramirez in the 55 me-
ter dash; Reina Martino in 
the 600; and Reina Morei-
ra in the 1000.

Hernandez and his 
squad were scheduled to 
take on Everett yesterday 
(Wednesday) and then 
will prepare for the GBL 
Meet, which is scheduled 
for next Friday, February 
11, at the Reggie Lewis 
Center.

CHS Roundup

Everett’s powerful Crimson Tide continued its reign in the Greater Boston League 
with a convincing 85-62 win over the Chelsea Red Devils.  Everett led by two, 15-13 
after one period, then rode a 16-2 run to open the second quarter that they stretched to 
a 20-point 45-25 halftime lead and never looked back.

CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL FALLS 85-62 TO EVERETT
BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 NOW WHERE?:  James Davis (0) looks for somewhere to pass as he is defended by Everett’s 
Steve Cordero.

BALL CONTROL:  Kamaury Appleberry keeps some distance from an  Everett defender.

ROUGH ROAD:  Jayden Baptista (2) gets between Everett’s Roger Vasquez (15) and John 
Monexant (11).

ALMOST:  Chelsea’s Erick Galeano-Flores (4) stretches to disrupt a shot by Everett’s John 
Monexant.

QUICK STEP:  Jayden Baptista (2) gets past Everett’s Jaysaun Coggins (22).

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

ALL EYES:  Chelsea’s James Davis (0) and Erick Galeano-Flores (4) coach Judah Jackson, 
and Everett’s Steven Cordero all have their eyes on a ball that bounced away from Ever-
ett’s possession.
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RELOCATION OF 
ST. ROSE COVID-19 
TESTING SITE

COVID-19 testing has 
moved from the St. Rose 
School location to a new 
site located in the Parking 
Plaza Shopping Center off 
of Webster Avenue, specif-
ically in the former Save-
A-Lot location (1100 Re-
vere Beach Parkway) next 
to Home Depot. 

COVID-19 testing 
hours will remain the 
same, seven days a week 
from 1:00-5:00 pm. All 
testing will be free, re-
gardless of insurance or 
immigration status, and 
no appointments are re-
quired. 

The Parking Plaza of-
fers plenty of public park-
ing for people to use. This 
location is also accessible 
via public transportation:

• The 116 and 117 
MBTA buses stop on 
Broadway @ Webster 
and Broadway @ Stock-
ton. The testing site is a 
10-minute walk from each 
bus stop. 

• The 112 MBTA bus 
stops at Summit Avenue @ 
Chelsea Soldier’s Home, 
which is an 11-minute 
walk to the testing site

Transformative Health 
will operate this testing 
site as part of the state 
Stop the Spread initiative. 

CELEBRATE 
NATIONAL 
UNCLAIMED 
PROPERTY DAY 
BY VISITING FIND 
MASS MONEY

State Treasurer Debo-
rah B. Goldberg and the 
National Association of 
Unclaimed Property Ad-
ministrators are celebrat-
ing National Unclaimed 
Property Day… and you 
should be too!

One in ten Massachu-
setts residents have un-
claimed money including 
citizens like Kelly who 
recently discovered how 

easy it was to claim her 
money.  

“Checked my name 
and found money at Find-
MassMoney.com.” said 
Kelly. “Once I found 
money for myself, I start-
ed checking my family 
and friends…even work 
colleagues!  I found mon-
ey for them too! With this 
‘found’ money, we or-
dered take out from a local 
restaurant.  I didn’t have 
to cook, and we helped a 
struggling restaurant in 
our town.”

The Treasury is cur-
rently holding over $3.4 
billion in unclaimed prop-

erty. Treasurer Goldberg 
urges all citizens to check 
the comprehensive list for 
all amounts at www.find-
massmoney.com or call 
our live call center at 888-
344-MASS (6277).

“Take a minute on Un-
claimed Property Day 
to check your name like 
Kelly,” said State Treasur-
er Deborah B. Goldberg. 
“Our team is prepared 
to walk you through the 
claims process.”

Unclaimed property in-
cludes forgotten savings 
and checking accounts, 
un-cashed checks, in-
surance policy proceeds, 

stocks, dividends, and the 
contents of unattended 
safe deposit boxes. Most 
accounts are considered 
abandoned and are turned 
over to the state after three 
years of inactivity. In 
2021, Treasury processed 
over 113,000 claims and 
returned over $174 mil-
lion in cash and securities 
to its rightful owners.

There is no time limit 
for a person to claim this 
property and, in many cas-
es, claimants will receive 
interest. Searching for un-
claimed money is always 
free by using FindMass-
Money.com. 
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Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES
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major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting
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Fully Insured 
Quality Work
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Free Estimates
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PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 978-777-6611

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

SPECIALS 
FOR THE 
SEASON

Always the Best Value

V.S.R. 
ROOFING

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Commercial Flat
& Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor
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LOT of winemak-
ing Equip.-
Ital. Corker, 
Carboys(3), 
demijohn, 
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corks/sleeves, 
bottle tree & 
more. $150 or 
B.R.O. Mike 
617-721-9138
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FOR SALE

For Advertising Rates, Call 781-485-
0588

CHELSEA HOUSING AUTHORITY 
LEASED HOUSING CLERK

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:  The Chelsea Housing Authority 
(CHA) is seeking a temporary Leased Housing Clerk position 
(Ending June 30, 2022, up to 37.5 hrs. per week), that works under 
the direct supervision of the Leased Housing Manager and per-
forms data entry along with general clerical and secretarial support 
to the department staff.

Duties & Responsibilities:
• Data Entry 
• Performs other routine and clerical assignments including filing, 
copying, faxing, scanning.
• Assists in maintaining department databases.
• Performs other related duties as required.

Minimum Qualifications & Experience:  A High School Diploma 
or GED is required.  Previous work experience in an office setting 
preferably.  Good communication (written and oral) skills, must be 
well-organized and accurate in data-entry, must be able to work 
well with persons of diverse backgrounds.  Must exercise good 
judgement in maintaining the confidentiality and integrity of CHA’s 
information.  Computer skills are a must, including, but not limited 
to, MS Office (Word, Excel, & Outlook).  Applicant must success-
fully pass a CORI test.  Fluency in Spanish is also preferred.

Salary Range: $19.00/hour  

Interested candidates may submit resumes by email at employ-
ment@chelseaha.com, (subject line TEMP2022) or by mail 

(address below) by February 10, 2022, or until position is filled 

Chelsea Housing Authority
Human Resource Department (TEMP2022)

54 Locke Street
Chelsea, MA  02150   

The Chelsea Housing Authority is an equal opportunity employer.

To place a 

memoriam 

in the 

Chelsea 

Record, 

please call 

781-485-0588

CHELSEA
Land on Chelsea 
Creek for Lease

Water Dependent 
Industrial Uses Only

Please Contact:
Andy McLaughlin
(312) 935-2800
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To place a  memoriam please call 781-485-0588
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4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM       DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
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$600 $800$700

Call or Email Your Rep Today! 

STICK TO IT!
Share your message in our 
paper with a STICKY NOTE

OPEN HOUSE?
STICK IT!

FUNDRAISER?
STICK IT!

NEED-TO-KNOW  
INFO?
STICK IT!

Keep your name in 
the eyes of our 
thousands of 

readers!

By Cary Shuman

GreenRoots, under the leadership of Executive Director Roseann Bon-giovanni and Associate Executive Director Marie Belen Power, hosted a can-didates forum on Aug. 16.The four candidates for state representatives seeking election in the Sept. 1 Democratic Pri-mary – State Rep. Dan Ryan and Chelsea Coun-cillor-at-Large Damali Vi-dot in the Second Suffolk District and Revere Coun-cillor-at-Large Jessica Gi-annino and Joe Gravellese in the Sixteenth Suffolk District, participated in the forum that was broadcast live on Zoom and aired lat-er on the GreenRoots Face-book page.
Bongiovanni, a for-mer Chelsea council-lor-at-large, served as the moderator for the forum. Belen Power helped set up the event and monitor all attendees coming in to and leaving the Zoom broad-cast.

The candidates each delivered opening state-ments, with Vidot choos-ing to deliver her remarks in Spanish. 
“Damali offered a little twist by doing her remarks in Spanish and then having them translated into En-glish,” said Bongiovanni.All responses during the forum were translated into 

Spanish by a GreenRoots representative.Following the candi-dates’ open statements, Bongiovanni ask ques-tions to the candidates in the topics of environment, housing, and public health.Bongiovanni felt the candidates articulated their messages well and dis-played their knowledge of the issues affecting Chel-sea residents.“The candidates were very well prepared and articulate and answered some pretty tough ques-tions,” said Bongiovanni. More than 50 people participated in the forum on Zoom and many more residents tuned it to view the forum later on Face-book and in the organiza-tion’s email newsletters.“We think it was quite a success,” said Bongiovan-ni. “I think the voters got a really good sense of the candidates’ thoughts on the issues.”

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890

VOLUME 120, No. 23
THURSDAY, AUgUST 20, 2020

35 CENTS

CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM | INFO@CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM

188 Sumner Street East Boston
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See FORUM Page 2

For the latest news in Chelsea that you need to know, check 
chelsearecord.com

By Seth Daniel

While the race for state representative in Charles-town and Chelsea this sum-mer has had a good deal of interest and debate – at a social distance of course – it has also generated a lot of fundraising and spending compared to other nearby races for state representa-tive.
State records from the Office of Campaign and Political Finance (OCPF) have been revamped during this election cycle to re-quire candidates to submit campaign reports every month – giving those on the outside a clearer look at how campaigns are running from month to month.It, of course, has been a brave new world trying to campaign and raise mon-ey within the confines of COVID-19 restrictions, which means there are no in-person fundraising events or rallies or numer-ous house parties bent on raising money for cam-paigns. In all, incumbents have led the way due to their network of established donors from the past, but in the 2nd Suffolk race there has been a wealth of wealth dropped on both campaigns.For incumbent State Rep. Dan Ryan, much of the do-nations have been local or from previous sources.For challenger Damali Vidot, a Chelsea city coun-cillor, there have been some local sources of funding, but the vast majority has come from outside the dis-trict and even outside the state. Some of her many do-nations have come from as far away as California.Both candidates – buck-ing the trend of other races nearby in Revere and Ever-ett – have raised substan-tial money through July 31, and according to their campaigns that has contin-ued through August. The fi-nances for August, howev-er, will not be reported until after the Sept. 1 Democratic Primary.

At the moment, Ryan has $45,253 on hand, bolstered by three months of strong fund-raising and having started in May with $420 on hand. 
Ryan raised $23,481 in May, then $22,488 in June and in July raised $30,012.Meanwhile, Vidot has $37,054 on hand and start-ed in May with $191.She started off in May raising $5,774, then had a big month in June with 

State Rep. race shows major fundraising, substantial 
spending

See RACE  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

The Mystic River Re-port Card was good news for Chelsea and Everett, with both communities be-ing highlighted last Thurs-day in an online unveiling of the progress made on the Island End River bacteria counts.
For the first time, ever the problem-prone Island End received a ‘B’ grade after having ‘F’s for many years in the past. The an-nual Mystic River Report Card is a partnership be-tween the Mystic River Watershed Council (MyR-WC) and the US Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA) New England. It measures bacteria counts throughout the year in the Upper Mystic (freshwater), Lower Mystic (saltwater) and all of the tributaries such as the Chelsea Creek, Mill Creek and Island End River in Chelsea.This year’s report was an outstanding success for those communities on the Lower end like Everett, Chelsea and Charlestown 

– who had received failing grades for many years and now host some of the clean-est waterways in regards to bacteria counts in Greater Boston. It is the 13th year that the partnership has an-nounced a ‘Report Card,’ and the grade for each wa-terway is a composite of thousands of samples taken over one year.“I am pleased to an-nounce the Island End River has hit a remarkable milestone,” said EPA Re-gional Administrator Den-nis Deziel. “Island End River had been receiving an ‘F’ for several years in a row. Through the great work by Everett and Chel-sea, the Island End Riv-er has received a ‘B’ for the first time. That work doesn’t stop and Everett and Chelsea will continue to work on projects that will impact water quality…That work has value and will make a difference in the future to everyone who uses or recreates in this wa-tershed.”

Island End River work by Everett, Chelsea gets glowing reviews
GreenRoots holds state rep candidates forum

State Rep. Dan Ryan.

Chelsea Councillor-at-Large Damali Vidot.

Revere City Councillor       Jessica Giannino.

Joe Gravallese.

GreenRoots Executive Direc-tor and Forum Moderator Roseann Bongiovanni.
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By Seth Daniel

A dynamic new dedicat-ed bus and bike lane will start construction in the Broadway business district in September, with an eye to finishing up the proj-ect in three to four weeks before the end of the con-struction season.Planner Alex Train and Public Works Director Fi-del Maltez said they have all of the designs ready and approvals from the City Council and Traffic/Park-ing Commission. “We’ve fully designed the bus lane project and are proceeding with construc-tion in September,” said Train. “We’ve had a lot of conversations with busi-ness owners concerning the implementation. But we’re extremely excited for this 

and it’s a positive and a great step in the right di-rection for mobility. Route 112 carries 12,000 people a day, and the Route 116 and 117 use the same route and carry more people every day. This bus lane will real-ly improve these three big bus routes and create better waiting areas too.”The bus lane will run along the western side of the Broadway and will be delineated by distinc-tive red paint to let driv-ers know to stay out of that lane when driving or parking. The lane will go from Bellingham Square southbound to Third Street/Everett Avenue. It will also accommodate bicyclists and provide a safer way for them to travel down Broad-

New Bus/Bike lane on Broadway ready to start construction
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By Seth Daniel

Work on all aspects of Upper Broadway began on Monday starting with the water and sewer piping on 

the corridor that runs from City Hall to the Revere City line, and the final check-mark on the project’s list won’t be clicked until 2025.Public Works Director Fidel Maltez announced 

this week that the $16 mil-lion infrastructure and road-way improvement project started on Monday and will continue for several years. 

Massive Upper Broadway reconstruction project started

The massive Upper Broadway infrastructure and roadway project began on Monday at 

City Hall. Aqualine contractors will work the next two years to replace water and sewer 

pipes from City Hall to the Revere line. After that, the City will reconstruct the roadway, 

sidewalks and drainage. The project is expected to wrap up in 2025.
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“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 
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Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
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TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
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your own home
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Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
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Richard A. Pruneau
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Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
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ObITUARIeS

Delia “Lily” Hernan-
dez Valentin passed away 
Monday, January 24.

The beloved wife of 
Isidro “Izzy” Valentin and 
loving mother to Gladys 
Valentin Agneta (Nick) 
of Massachusetts, Rich-
ard Valentin (Erin) of 
Kentucky, Roy Valentin 
(Courtney) of Florida, Mi-
chael Valentin (Kristina) 
of Connecticut, Gloria 
Valentin of Massachu-
setts and Naysa Robinson 
of Florida.  She was the 
adored sister to the late 
Regino “Mino” Hernan-
dez, Consuelo “Chele” 
Hernandez, and Bienveni-
da “Lucy” Hernandez as 
well as Adeliz “Santos” 
Hernandez (Miguelina) of 
Massachusetts and Isabel 
“Mita” Hernandez (Os-
valdo) of Aguadilla, PR.  
She is also survived by six 
grandsons: Nicholas Ag-
neta, Kevin Agneta, Eric 
Agneta, Edward Jackson 
”EJ”, Christian Valen-
tin, Grayson Valentin and 
one great-grandson, Troy 
Jackson, and a host of 
nieces, nephews and oth-
er family members and 
friends. 

Born in Rocha, PR 
on July 28, 1941, Delia 
was the daughter of the 
late Regino Hernandez 
and Ramona Vargas. She 
was raised in the town of 
Moca.  Delia was the el-
dest child of six and took 
pride in helping her moth-
er raise and care for her 
siblings.  As a young child, 
she met Isidro, who would 
later become her husband 
of 60 years and in 1961 
they moved to Chelsea to 
start their family and new 
journey of life. 

Delia was a wonder-
ful wife and mother who 
provided a good life for 
her family, helping oth-
ers in any way she could, 
most especially through 
her cooking! Affection-
ately known as “Mami” 
to all who knew her, even 
if meeting her for the first 

time, she took everyone in 
as family.  She was a nat-
ural care giver and never 
hesitated to provide a lov-
ing word, a warm hug and 
of course, a delicious plate 
of food.

She was a faithful mem-
ber of St. Rose Church on 
Broadway in Chelsea and 
a member of the Chelsea 
Senior Center, where she 
will be absolutely missed. 
Delia loved to take walks, 
go to the Casino, Market 
Basket, TJ Maxx, talk to 
everyone along her way, 
make new friends and 
again, of course, attempt 
to feed them all!

She always managed to 
keep a smile on her face 
and stay positive every 
single day!

She will be greatly 
missed and forever stay in 
our hearts!

Visiting Hours were 
held in the Smith Funeral 
Home, 125 Washington 
Avenue, Chelsea and Fu-
neral Services and Inter-
ment will take place in 
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. 
The family suggests where 
services will be held in 
Puerto Rico that memori-
al contributions in lieu of 
flowers may be made to 
the Chelsea Senior Center, 
St. Luke’s Food Pantry 
or to the American Stroke 
Association.

Irena Lada
March 19, 1934 – January 29, 2022

Irena (Sepkowska) 
Lada passed away at 87 
years of age on Saturday, 
January 29 in the comfort 
of her home surrounded 
by her loving and caring 
family after a brief decline 
of health. 

Born on March 19, 
1934 in Dlugosidolo, Po-
land, she was a beloved 
daughter of the late Stan-
islaw and Antonina (Ku-
lesza) Sepkowski. 

Growing up in Poland 
during World War II was 
difficult, but Irena always 
took much pride in how 
her family banded togeth-
er and managed to perse-
vere. 

Irena spent much of her 
childhood in Udrzynek, 
living almost next door 
to the man who would 
eventually become her be-
loved husband, Kazimierz 
Lada. Irena and Kazimierz 
married and began raising 
their family in the village 
where they had met and 
fallen in love. 

In 1969, Irena and Ka-
zimierz made the decision 
to immigrate to the United 
States, and settled in Chel-
sea, where she remained 
for the past 53 years, 
proudly becoming a US 
citizen. 

She was a devout Cath-
olic and longtime pa-
rishioner of the former 
St. Stanislaus Church in 
Chelsea.  She frequently 
attended weekly Sunday 
coffee socials at the Pol-
ish American Veteran’s 
Club and was beloved by 
many in the Chelsea-Pol-
ish Community.  

Irena worked at Kayem 
Foods in Chelsea until 
her retirement.  A devoted 
homemaker, she enjoyed 
knitting sweaters for her 
grandchildren, showing 
off her green thumb by 
expertly tending her ex-
tensive garden and trying 
to teach her family how 
to cook traditional Polish 
meals without the use of 
recipes.  Her paczki recipe 
would have been legend-
ary if she had written it 
down.  

She was the beloved 
mother of Martha Dzed-
ulonus of Chelsea and 
her late husband, James, 
Eva Lada of Chelsea and 
Teresa Sirignano and 
her husband, Stephen of 
Wilmington; cherished 

grandmother of Danielle 
Torres and her husband, 
Luis of Lynn, Alysia 
Marchand and her hus-
band, Ryan of Milford, 
Nikki Sirignano of Wilm-
ington, Christa Sirignano 
and her fiancée, Andrew 
Goemaat of Woburn 
and Daniel Sirignano 
of Wilmington; adoring 
great-grandmother of 
Angelise Rose and Luis 
James “LJ” Torres; dear 
sister of Zofia Frankowska 
of Glogow, Poland. Irena 
was preceded in death by 
her husband, Kazimierz, 
her son, Stanislaw, her 
sister, Halina Szydlik and 
her brothers: Mieczy-
slaw, Stanislaw and Jan 
Sepkowski. She is also 
survived by many niec-
es, nephews, family and 
friends whom she cher-
ished throughout her life.

Visiting hours will be 
held from the Welsh Funer-
al Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea today, Thursday, 
February 3 from 4 to 8 
p.m. Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend. Per order of the 
Chelsea Board of Health, 
all visitors are required to 
wear face masks while in 
the Funeral Home.  

Her Funeral will be held 
from the Welsh Funeral 
Home on Friday, February 
4 at 9 a.m. followed by a 
Funeral Mass at St. Rose 
Church, 600 Broadway, 
Chelsea at 10 a.m. Ser-
vices will conclude with 
interment at Holy Cross 
Cemetery, Malden. Should 
friends desire, contribu-
tions in her memory may 
be made to Care Dimen-
sions Hospice, 75 Sylvan 
St., Danvers, MA 01923.  
Arrangements were given 
to the care and direction of 
the Welsh Funeral Home. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

William Paliliunas, II
Of Connecticut, formerly of Chelsea

William T. Paliliunas, II 
passed away on Saturday, 
January 22 while recov-
ering from heart surgery 
at the Yale New Haven 
Hospital in New Haven, 
Connecticut.  He was 61 
years old. 

Born in Winthrop, he   
was   the   middle   child   
of   three   born   to   Wil-
liam   T.   and   Mary   E.   
“Lolly” (Kenna) Palili-
unas.  William grew up in 
Chelsea, attended St. Stan-
islaus Parochial School 
and graduated from Dom 
Savio High School in East 
Boston.   

A father of three, he 
was a resident of Chelsea 
for most of his life.  He 
worked for a time with 
Metro Credit Union and   
later   as   a   collection’s   
agent   for   a   Wakefield   
company.

William  has   been   re-
siding   in   Norwich, CT   
for   the   past   15   years.     
In   Norwich   he   was 
deeply involved in church 
life and activities and was 
a member of his church 
choir.  

In his   lifetime,  Wil-
liam   enjoyed   reading   
and   he   is   fondly   re-
membered   by   his   Nor-
wich neighbors   for   his   
uncanny   sense   of   hu-
mor,   storytelling   and   
entertaining   friends, ser-
enading   them   with   the   
songs   of   Frank   Sinatra.     

William   was   prede-
ceased   by   his parents, 
William T. and Mary E. 

“Lolly” Paliliunas, his 
brother, Thomas and sis-
ter, Karen Paliliunas.  He 
is survived by his daugh-
ter and caregiver, Jennifer 
Paliliunas of Chelsea, a 
daughter, Jessica Palili-
unas, and a son, William 
Paliliunas, both of Everett. 

Funeral Services con-
cluded with William being 
placed to rest in Wood-
lawn Cemetery with his 
parents and siblings.  

Should friends desire, 
contributions in William’s 
name may be made to 
Reliance Health, Inc., 40 
Broadway, Norwich, CT. 
06360.

h t t p s : / / i n t e r l a n d 3 .
donorper fec t .ne t /we -
b l i n k / w e b l i n k . a s p x -
?name=E331321&id=1

Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home.    

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit;  
www.WelshFH.com.

Delia “Lily” 
Hernandez Valentin

Long-term, loved and well-known 
resident of Chelsea

Robert Lee Harris 
MIT Retiree

Robert Lee Harris 
passed away unexpected-
ly in his home on Sunday, 
January 23. He was 78 
years old.

Born and 
raised in Jef-
ferson City, 
Missouri, he 
received his 
early edu-

cation in Missouri.  As a 
young man, he came to 
New England where he 
attended and boarded at 
St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School. In 1962 he enlist-
ed in the US Navy and 
served honorably during 
the Vietnam War.  He was 
honorably discharged in 
1966.

He returned to Brook-
line and was soon married 
to Barbara E. (Noveska) 
and together they raised a 
daughter.  

He was a resident of Ev-
erett for several years and 
was residing in Point of 
Pines, Revere for the past 
27 years.  After sharing 44 
years of unsurpassed love 
and devotion, Robert was 
widowed six years ago 
with the passing of his be-
loved wife, Barbara.  

Robert worked for a 
time as a salesman for 
Prudential Life Insurance 
Company. He later went 
to work at M.I.T. with 
the Department of Facili-
ties and Custodial Service 
Team.  He retired in 2008 
and was awarded a certif-
icate of appreciation from 
M.I.T. recognizing his 20 
years of dedicated service 
to the University.  

His life’s devotion was 
first to his beloved wife, 
daughter, and his canine 
companion, “Gabby.”  

In his lifetime, Rob-

ert was a huge fan of the 
Boston Celtics and NE 
Patriots. He enjoyed read-
ing and listening to Coun-
try Music, living by the 
ocean, and gardening,

He was the beloved 
husband of 44 years to the 
late Barbara E. (Noves-
ka) Harris; devoted father 
of Cheryl M. Marquis of 
Chelmsford, cherished un-
cle of Robert Tiro and his 
wife, Heather, their chil-
dren, Peyton and Carter, 
all of Wisconsin.  Robert 
is also survived by many 
other nieces, nephews, 
extended family members 
and his fur-baby and ca-
nine companion, “Gabby.”

Funeral Services were 
private. Following Mili-
tary Honors, Robert was 
placed to rest with his 
beloved wife, Barbara in 
Woodlawn Cemetery.  

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Robert’s 
name may be made to a 
charity of their choice.  
Arrangements were given 
to the care and direction of 
the Welsh Funeral Home.

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit;  
www.WelshFH.com.
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Henry Alexander Guz-
man-Lopez, at 23 years of 
age, passed away sudden-
ly in his home on Friday, 
January 28.

The son of Carmen 
Lopez and Marcos Guz-
man, he was a lifelong 
resident of Chelsea and 
attended local schools.  
Henry worked for a time 
as a cashier at the CVS 
on Broadway in Chelsea 
and recently worked as 
a security officer for Na-
tionwide Security.  Henry 
was an avid video gamer 
and animal lover.   He en-
joyed playing basketball 
and following the Boston 
Celtics.  He also enjoyed 
gathering with family and 
friends, spending time at 
local lakes and swimming 
and traveling to El Salva-
dor to visit relatives and 
his extended family. 

He is lovingly survived 
by his mother and stepfa-
ther, Carmen Lopez and 
Gustavo Reyes of Chel-
sea and his father Marcos 
Guzman of Lynn.  He 
was the dearest brother of 
Karen Pierre-Louis and 
her husband, Robendjy of 
Lynn and Dania Lopez of 
Chelsea. He was the cher-
ished uncle of Darian Lo-
pez, Alizah Pierre-Louis, 
Jerimiah Pierre-Louis and 
the late Milani Lopez.  He 
is also survived by his ma-
ternal grandparents, Torib-
ia Lopez and Estaban Ga-
ray, paternal grandfather, 
Feliciano Guzman and 

by many beloved uncles, 
aunts and cousins and his 
canine companion “Tal-
on.”

Visiting hours will be 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea on Sunday, 
February 6 from 2 to 6 
p.m.  Relatives and friends 
are most kindly invited to 
attend.  Per order of the 
Chelsea Board of Health, 
all visitors are required to 
wear face masks while in 
the Funeral Home.  Fu-
neral services will be held 
from the Welsh Funeral 
Home on Monday at 10 
a.m.  Services will con-
clude with interment at 
Pine Grove Cemetery in 
Lynn. 

Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home. 

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

Henry Guzman-Lopez
October 15, 1998 – January 28, 2022

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2022-02

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A, a 
meeting of the Chelsea 
Planning Board will be 
held by way of video 
conference on 
Tuesday, February 22, 
2022, 6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Arx BC, LLC
For Major Site Plan 
Review to demolish a 
parking structure and 
construct an addition and 
to convert an existing 
residential structure and 
commercial structure 
from nineteen residential 
units to sixty-two residen-
tial units at the premises 
known as:
361 Broadway.
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
video conference meeting 
must communicate with 
jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  Plans and 
copies of the application 
and petition may be 
viewed at the office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, during 
City Hall business hours

2/3/22, 2/10/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA
PUBLIC HEARING

PROPOSED EMINENT 
DOMAIN TAKING

Pursuant to Mass. Gen. 
Laws Chs. 43, 79 and 
82,  the City of Chelsea, 
acting through the 
Chelsea City Council, will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, February 
14, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, 
Chelsea City Hall, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA, 
to discuss the Order of 
Taking several parcels 
for the Upper Broadway 
Reconstruction Project 
for purposes of a public 
way.  A copy of the Order 
of Taking can be found 
on file and available 
for public review in the 
Office of the City Clerk 
and the Office of the City 
Council, Chelsea City 
Hall, Chelsea, MA, from 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Tuesday 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. and Friday from 8 
a.m. to Noon.
Roy Avellaneda, Pres-
ident
Chelsea City Council

1/27/22, 2/3/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 58 Chestnut 
Street, Chelsea, Massa-
chusetts  
By virtue and in execu-

tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
mortgage given by There-
sa V. McDonald and Rose 
Ann Tilton to Wells Fargo 
Financial Massachusetts, 
Inc., said mortgage dated 
December 8, 2003, and 
recorded in the Suffolk 
County Registry of 
Deeds, in Book 33465 at 
Page 117 and now held 
by Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, 
d/b/a Christiana Trust, 
not individually but as 
Trustee for Pretium Mort-
gage Acquisition Trust by 
virtue of an assignment 
from Citibank, N.A., as 
Trustee for CMLTI Asset 
Trust, to Wilmington Sav-
ings Fund Society, FSB, 
d/b/a Christiana Trust, 
not individually but as 
Trustee for Pretium Mort-
gage Acquisition Trust, 
dated June 17, 2019 and 
recorded in Book 61422 
at Page 75 of the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
previously assigned by 
US Bank Trust, N.A., as 
Trustee for LSF9 Master 
Participation Trust, to 
Citibank, N.A., as Trustee 
for CMLTI Asset Trust, by 
virtue of an assignment 
dated July 12, 2018 and 
recorded in Book 59983 
at Page 87 of the Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 
previously assigned by 
Wells Fargo Financial 
Massachusetts, Inc., to US 
Bank Trust NA, as Trustee 
for LSF9 Master Participa-
tion Trust, by virtue of an 
assignment dated August 
29, 2016 and recorded in 
Book 56708 at Page 199 
of the Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds, for 
breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and 

for the purpose of fore-
closing the same, will be 
sold at Public Auction on 
March 4, 2022 at 12:30 
PM Local Time upon 
the premises, all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
A parcel of land located 
in Chelsea, County of 
Suffolk, State of Mas-
sachusetts with a street 
location address of 58 
Chestnut Street, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 currently 
owned by Theresa V. 
McDonald and Rose 
Ann Tilton and more 
fully described in the 
Vesting Document dated 
11/24/98, recorded 
on 11/25/98, in Liber 
23155 Page 184 and 
designated as metes and 
bounds property.
More particularly de-
scribed as:
The land with the build-
ings thereon situated in 
Chelsea, Suffolk County, 
known and numbered 
58 Chestnut Street and 
being shown as part of 
Lot 29 on Williams Street 
on the plan entitled 
“Plan of Lands of the 
Winnisimmet Company 
and others in Chelsea 
and Malden” by J.H. 
Shearer, Engineer, dated 
1864, and recorded with 
Suffolk Deeds at the end 
of Book 616 bounded 
and described as follows:
Commencing on said 
Chestnut Street at the 
passageway between 
Beacon Street and 
Williams Street and then 
running:
Northeasterly: on said 
Chestnut Street, thir-
ty-one (31) feet, then 
turning and running;

Northwesterly: on a line 
parallel with said pas-
sageway forty-four (44)
feet; more or less to Lot 
28 as shown on said 
plan; then turning and 
running 
Southwesterly: on said 
Lot 28, Thirty-One (31) 
feet to said passageway 
then turning and running 
Southeasterly: on said 
passageway Forty-four 
(44) feet to the point of 
beginning. 
The description of the 
property that appears in 
the mortgage to be fore-
closed shall control in the 
event of a typographical 
error in this publication.
For Mortgagors’ Title, see 
deed dated November 
24, 1998, and recorded 
in Book 23155 at Page 
184 with the Suffolk 
County Registry of 
Deeds. 
TERMS OF SALE: Said 
premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to 
all liens, encumbrances, 
unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, 
which take precedence 
over the said mortgage 
above described.
FIVE THOUSAND 
($5,000.00) Dollars of 
the purchase price must 
be paid by a certified 
check, bank treasurers 
or cashier’s check at the 
time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the 
purchase price shall be 
paid in cash, certified 
check, bank treasurers 
or cashier’s check within 
sixty (60) days after the 
date of sale. 
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.

BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT  06032
Attorney for Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but 
as Trustee for Pretium 
Mortgage Acquisition 
Trust
Present Holder of the 
Mortgage
(860) 677-2868

1/27/22, 2/3/22, 
2/10/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Department of Public 
Works will conduct a 
Public Hearing on Tues-
day, February 22, 2022 
at 6pm at City Hall 3rd 
Floor at the conference 
room  
Proposed Work and 
Purpose:  Petition of 
Verizon for the following 
petition:
Verizon:
1. Beacham St- relocate 
eight (8) JO poles, all 
located on the southerly 
side of Beacham St in a 
northeasterly direction.
Relocate JO pole, 
p.400/7 located on the 
southerly side of Bea-
cham st approximately 
12’ in a northwesterly 
direction from exiting 
location. 
2. Williams St- Relocate 

2 JO poles, all located 
on the southerly side of 
Williams St in a north-
easterly direction. 
Place one (1) JO pole 
p.4/41A, on southwester-
ly side of Williams St at a 
point approximately 105’ 
southeasterly from newly 
relocated pole, p.4/22, 
and 665’ northwesterly 
of existing pole, p.4/21
The public is invited to 
attend.
Louis Mammolette 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
Run on

2/3/22
2/10/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE
AVISO LEGAL CIUDAD DE 
CHELSEA DEPARTAMENTO 
DE OBRAS PUBLICAS
AVISO DE AUDIENCIA 
PÚBLICA
El Departamento de 
Obras Públicas llevará 
a cabo una audiencia 
pública el martes 22 de 
Febrero de 2022 a las 
6 pm en el 3er piso del 
City Hall en la sala de 
conferencias
Trabajo propuesto y 
propósito: Petición de 
Verizon para la siguiente 
petición:
Verizon: 
1. Beacham St: reubicar 
ocho (8) postes JO, 
todos ubicados en el 
lado sur de Beacham 
St en dirección noreste. 
Reubicar el poste JO, 
p.400/7 ubicado en el 
lado sur de Beacham st 
aproximadamente 12’ en 
dirección noroeste desde 
la ubicación de salida.
2. Williams St- Reubicar 
2 postes JO, todos ubi-
cados en el lado sur de 

Williams St en dirección 
noreste.
Coloque un (1) poste 
JO p.4/41A, en el lado 
suroeste de Williams St 
en un punto aproxima-
damente 105’ al sureste 
del poste recién reubi-
cado, p.4/22, y 665’ 
al noroeste del poste 
existente, p.4/21 .
Esta petición es necesaria 
para acomodar el proyec-
to de embellecimiento de 
la Ciudad.
El público está invitado 
a asistir.
Louis Mammolette
Subcomisario de Obras 
Públicas

2/3/22
2/10/22

C

LEGAL NOTICE
Re:

MB Spirits, LLC
170 Everett Avenue,

Chelsea, MA 
Chelsea Licensing Com-
mission
Notice is hereby given 
that the Chelsea Licens-
ing Commission will 
hold a public hearing 
via Zoom on Thursday, 
February 10, 2022 at 
6:00 p.m. for a Transfer 
of an All Kinds of Alcohol 
License (Off Premise) 
application from Fine 
Mart, LLC to MB Spirits, 
LLC d/b/a MB Spirits 
at 170 Everett Avenue, 
Chelsea, MA. 02150.  
Please be advised that 
you must notify, via 
Certified Return Receipt 
mail, all abutters of this 
hearing.   
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

1/27/22, 2/03/22
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CHELSEA CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Wetland 
Protection Act, the 
Chelsea Conservation 
Commission will hold a 
Public Hearing Tuesday, 
February 15, 2022, 6:00 
PM, via Zoom video 
conference, to review the 
Notice of Intent submit-
ted by Crescent Avenue 
Chelsea LLC for construc-
tion of an addition to the 
building at 99 Crescent 
Avenue. 
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of 
the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.
A copy of the Notice is 
available for review 
in the Department of 
Permitting and Land Use 
Planning. Rm 106, City 
Hall, during City Hall 
business hours.
Per Order
Stephen Sarikas
Chair

2/3/22
C

Vivienne A. LaBerge 
passed away on Saturday, 
January 29 in the peaceful 
surroundings of her home 
with her loving family at 
her side.  She was 75 years 
of age.

A loving daughter of the 
late Robert and Marie Ar-
sena (Deveau) LaBerge, 
she was born, raised and a 
lifelong resident of   Chel-
sea.     Vivienne   attended   
Our   Lady   of the Assump-
tion grammar school and 
Notre Dame High School 
in No. Cambridge. She   
received   her   nursing   
certificate   from   St. Eliz-
abeth’s School of Nursing 
in 1967.  She   began   her   
career   as   an   R.N.   at   
the   Quigley   Memorial 
Hospital and went on to 
work at the Whidden Me-
morial Hospital as the Di-
rector of Surgical Nursing.  
She retired in 1991.

In her lifetime, Vivi-
enne was an avid reader 
who enjoyed cooking, 
gardening, traveling all 
around the world, collect-
ing miniatures and mak-
ing doll houses.   She is 
fondly remembered as a 
wildlife and animal enthu-
siast and for her sense of 
humor and charitable giv-
ing.   She was a longtime 
board member and current 
treasurer for the Friends of 
Chelsea Council of Aging. 

She is survived by her 
loving siblings, Almyra 
LaBerge and Jacqueline 

LaBerge, both of Chelsea, 
Robert   LaBerge   and   
his   wife, Debra and her 
beloved   nephew, Michael 
LaBerge, all of Revere.

Funeral services were 
private.

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Vivi-
enne’s name can be made 
to the Multiple Sclero-
sis Society, 101A First 
Ave, Waltham MA 02451 
https://www.nationalms-
society.org/Chapters /
MAM/Donate or the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute, 
10 Brookline Place, 6 
th Floor, Brookline MA 
02445 https://danafarber.
jimmyfund.org/site/Dona-
tion. 

Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home.      

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit; 
www.WelshFH.com.

OBITUARIES

Vivienne LaBerge
Retired Whidden Memorial Hospital 
Director of Surgical Nursing, current 

treasurer for the Friends of 
Chelsea Council of Aging

Fifteen mayors and city 
managers from across 
Massachusetts announced 
their support for The 
Work and Family Mobili-
ty Act in a letter submitted 
to the Joint Committee on 
Transportation.

The bill, currently 
awaiting a report from the 
Committee, would allow 
immigrants without status 
to qualify for a Massachu-
setts Standard Driver’s 
License, as long as there 
is valid proof of identity, 
date of birth, and Massa-
chusetts residency.

The Act was reported 
favorably from the Com-
mittee on Transportation 
in 2020 and was poised 
for passage last session 
when the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit. Reintroduced 
this session, the bill has 
now earned more than 
100 co-sponsors in the 
House and Senate, and the 
Driving Families Forward 
Coalition supporting the 
bill has grown to include 
more than 270 endorsing 
organizations, including 
community, health, faith, 
labor, business, and law 
enforcement leaders.

Mayors and Managers 
from Amherst, Arlington, 
Boston, Brockton, Brook-
line, Cambridge (Mayor 
and City Manager), Chel-
sea, Malden, Medford, 
Newton, Randolph, Re-
vere, Salem and Swamp-
scott joined together in 
support of the bill. In the 
letter officials noted that 
the proposal would great-
ly improve road safety 
and increase the ease with 
which law enforcement 
officers conduct their reg-
ular duties.

“[T]his bill would pro-
vide broad benefits to our 
municipalities. Our streets 
will be safer for everyone 
when all drivers have 
passed road tests, and ve-
hicles are registered and 
insured,” the letter reads, 
in part. “Indeed, many of 
our policy chiefs support 
the bill as a public safety 
tool and agree that it will 

enable law enforcement 
to better identify indi-
viduals at traffic stops or 
scenes of an accident”

“All Boston and Mas-
sachusetts adults deserve 
access to driver’s licenses 
regardless of immigration 
status. I support the Fami-
ly Mobility Act because it 
will make all of us safer,” 
said Boston Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu.

“The Work and Fam-
ily Mobility Act is a 
commonsense measure 
that will improve the 
safety of our streets and 
strengthen the ability of 
Massachusetts families 
and workers to access 
essential services, health 
care, education, and plac-
es of work,” said Mayor 
Kim Driscoll of Salem. 
“Massachusetts cities and 
towns have consistently 
stepped forward to help 
all of our residents, and 
now we’re calling on the 
legislature to do the same. 
This measure is endorsed 
by both law enforcement 
leaders and advocates for 
our immigrant neighbors. 
Let’s make sure our Com-
monwealth is a place that 
works for and welcomes 
everyone by adopting this 
important legislation.”

“Providing access to 
driver’s licenses to im-
migrants makes all of 
our communities safer 
and more equitable,” said 
Newton Mayor Ruthanne 
Fuller.

“Welcoming new resi-
dents, regardless of where 
they come from or the 
circumstances of their 
arrival, is important to 
the long-term economic 
and social well-being of 
Greater Boston and the 
entire Commonwealth,” 
said Lizzi Weyant, Depu-
ty Executive Director of 
Public Affairs and Advo-
cacy at the Metropolitan 
Area Planning Council 
(MAPC) in Boston, which 
led the creation of the mu-
nicipal sign-on letter sent 
to the transportation com-
mittee. 

Driver’s license bill wins support 
of 15 mayors and managers
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Tuesday night’s game 
with the NHL’s newest 
team, the Seattle Kraken, 
started out well with the 
Bruins jumping off to a 
two-goal lead. A first pe-
riod strike by the Bruins’ 
red-hot scoring machine, 
David Pastrnak, who put 
up a power play goal mid-
way through the first peri-
od, his 21st of the season, 
as he rolls along, having 
put the puck in the back of 
the net 14 times in his last 
15 games. The assists com-
ing from Taylor Hall and 
Brad Marchand, The favor 
was returned as Hall was 
on the receiving end of a 
nice pass from Tomas No-
sek. Hall, with the help of a 
deflection, was able to de-
posit the disc behind Krak-
en goalie Chris Driedger 
– for a two-goal lead. For 
Hall his two points on the 
night gave him 15 points in 
his last 17 games, includ-
ing 10 goals. His response 
following the game: “Last 
game I’m on for two goals 
against, tonight I’m on for 
two goals against, so those 
are the things I want to get 
rid of in my game and re-
ally be a reliable two-way 
guy for the rest of the year, 
earn more playing time 
that way and continue to 
be a guy offensively that 
can produce in the role that 
I’m in. That’s why I signed 
here. I believe I have an-
other level to get to as a 
two-way player and hope-
fully after the break I can 
continue that.”

The start of the third 
period had Boston playing 

like they were auditioning 
for a part in a movie called 
“Sleepless in Seattle,” as 
just 42-seconds after the 
drop of the puck, Joonas 
Donskoi picked up a loose 
puck and scored unassisted 
to cut the margin in half to 
2-1. Less than seven-min-
utes later, the Kraken sur-
faced with a goal from 
Mason Appleton, tying the 
game at 2-2. A decisive 
Boston timeout called by 
coach Bruce Cassidy was 
an attempt to calm things 
down, and stop Seattle’s 
momentum. His words did 
not fall on deaf ears, as his 
911 tone was met ironical-
ly with just 9:11 remaining 
in the game, when Pastrnak 
netted his second power 
play goal (22) of the game 
to give Boston a 3-2 lead 
they did not relinquish.

Cassidy, while not very 
happy with his team’s 
performance stated: “It’s 
about recognizing where 
you are in the game. No 
team’s going to be perfect 
for 60 minutes. You’re 
going to have situations 
where playmakers are 
going to make plays that 
don’t work out, but that’s 
an area we have to fix with 

certain guys…time and 
score, when to manage it, 
when to keep the momen-

tum, and play winning 
hockey. What I liked 
about us, we were re-
silient. We stuck with 
it. We got down. We 

bounced back. I liked 
our special teams tonight. 
They were the difference in 
the game. I liked Ullmark’s 
game…so, there’s certain-
ly some positives there.” 
Linus Ullmark turned in a 
solid performance, allow-
ing two goals in the win, 
while improving his record 
to 15-6-1. As he continues 
to carry the goaltending 
workload while the Bruins 
wait for the smoke to clear 
concerning the playing sta-
tus of Tuukka Rask.

The upcoming All-Star 
break will offer some heal-
ing time for Bruins defen-
seman Urho Vaakanainen 
who left the game in the 
second period, following 
a questionable hit from 
behind by Seattle’s Yan-
ni Gourde. Also missing 
from Tuesday night’s line-
up was winger Erik Haula, 
currently out due to the 
Covid-19 protocol. Patrice 
Bergeron will represent the 
Bruins in the 2022 NHL 
All-Star Game. Following 
the All-Star break Boston 
will return to TD Garden 
ice on Tuesday, February 8 
@ 7:00pm to host the Pitts-
burgh Penguins, and will 
continue their brief two-
game homestand facing 
the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Thursday, February 10 @ 
7:00pm.

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins begin All-Star break

Locally Owned & Operated by Tom DiGregorio

winterize special
$$49499595

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY  8AM - 5PM  \  88 BROADWAY REVERE  \  (781) 284-4675

 Broadway  Broadway 
MotorsMotors

WINTER 
IS here

is your 

car ready? Celebrating
 79 Years in Revere

• Oil Change
• Tire Rotation
• Check fluid levels

Special to the Record

Suffolk County Dis-
trict Attorney Kevin R. 
Hayden has announced 
the appointments of Glad-
ys Vega and Kourou Pich 
to a Community Advisory 
Committee to assist in the 
evaluation of the District 
Attorney’s Office, its bu-
reaus, units, and supervi-
sory functions, and exam-
ination of the impact of 
key SCDAO policies.

Vega is executive di-
rector of Chelsea’s La 
Colaborativa, who played 
leadership roles in orga-
nizing for immigrants’ 
rights, welfare rights, ten-
ants’ rights, open space 
and the environment, mul-
ticultural and anti-racism 
programs and in numerous 
grassroots campaigns.

Pich is executive direc-
tor of HarborCOV, which 
provides services and op-
portunities that promote 
long-term stability for 
people affected by vio-
lence and abuse, she be-
gan work there in 1998 as 
the Cambodian advocate. 
Kourou has served as a 
consultant for the Women 
of Color Network since 
2011.

“I am really excited to 
be a part of this commit-
tee,” said Pich. “I look 
forward to working with 
my collaboration partner, 
Gladys Vega, and the oth-
er members and doing real 
work together.”

“Community engage-
ment will be the corner-
stone of everything my 
administration does. I am 
delighted to have such a 
sterling group help review 
procedures and policies 
and make recommenda-
tions so that the Office 
will continue to be a guid-
ing force in legal strategy 
and reform,’’ Hayden said. 
“Community input is criti-
cal to building trust in this 
office. This process is fo-
cused on structures, func-
tions, and results. I believe 
the staff here is filled with 
professional, talented indi-
viduals dedicated to serv-
ing the people of Boston, 
Chelsea, Revere and Win-
throp. It will be important 
to have outside leaders 
and specialists who live, 
work and worship in Suf-
folk County provide their 
point of view as we move 
forward.’’

The volunteer com-
mittee of 18 will be co-
chaired by Robert Gittens 
and Reverend Dr. Ray 
Hammond and will begin 
its work immediately.

Gittens is passionate 
about the welfare of chil-
dren and families and has 
spent his career serving 
the public including as 
Commissioner of the De-
partment of Youth Ser-
vices, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, and 
Vice President for Public 
Affairs at Northeastern 
and First Assistant District 
Attorney in the Suffolk 
County District Attor-
ney’s Office. He previous-
ly played a distinguished 
role in the community as 
Chairman of the Massa-
chusetts Juvenile Justice 
Advisory Committee. He 
currently serves on the 

boards of the Children’s 
League of Massachusetts, 
the Massachusetts Non-
profit Network and Com-
monwealth Care Alliance, 
and is the executive direc-
tor for Cambridge Family 
and Children’s Service.

Hammond co-found-
ed Bethel A.M.E. Church 
with his wife, Gloria, 
and is the co-founder and 
chairman of the Ten Point 
Coalition, an ecumenical 
group of Christian clergy 
and lay leaders mobiliz-
ing the Greater Boston 
community around issues 
affecting Black and Lati-
no youth, and an Execu-
tive Committee member 
of the Black Ministerial 
Alliance. He also serves 
as a trustee on many in-
stitutions, including the 
Yawkey Foundation, 
BMC Health System, 
the John F. Kennedy Li-
brary Foundation, and the 
MATCH School. He pre-
viously served as chair-
man of The Boston Foun-
dation. Rev. Hammond is 
a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences and is the recipient 
of numerous honors and 
honorary doctorates.

In addition to Vega and 
Pich, the Other members 
are:

• True-see Allah is the 
Director of Reentry at the 
Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety and Security for 
the State of Massachusetts 
and brings the lived expe-
rience of a returning citi-
zen to the committee.

• Daniel Bennett, a 
CEO of companies in the 
private sector including 
Liberty Forensics and a 
former Secretary of the 
Executive of Public Safe-
ty and Security who over-
saw significant reforms at 
Bridgewater State Hospi-
tal and First Assistant of 
the Worcester County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office;

• Jim Borghesani, a 
communications execu-
tive who oversaw commu-
nications strategy for the 
successful 2016 ballot ini-
tiative to legalize marijua-
na, he has held several top 
communication positions 
in state government;

• Andrea Cabral, a 
former Secretary of the 
Executive Office of Pub-
lic Safety and Security, 
and twice elected Sheriff 
of Suffolk County, and 
was Chief of the District 
Courts at SCDAO; she is 
currently CEO of a multi-
state cannabis company;

• J.W. Carney, Jr., is a 
renowned criminal de-
fense attorney who began 
his career as a public de-
fender and is a contribut-
ing author to the treatises 
on Massachusetts Crimi-
nal Practice and has been 
listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America since 1998. 
Carney also has been a 
member of the Massachu-
setts Judicial Nominating 
Commission for 20 years;

• George Hardiman is 
an attorney with more 
than 25 years’ experience, 
he was a prosecutor in SC-
DAO and also litigated 
securities fraud cases for 
the Secretary of State’s 
office. He has been in pri-

vate practice for almost 18 
years.

• Lisa Howard is the Su-
perintendent of Winthrop 
Public Schools and a past 
board member of the Mas-
sachusetts Administrators 
for Special Education, she 
is a lifelong resident of 
Winthrop;

• Nancy Hurley is an 
attorney focused on crim-
inal defense and a member 
of the board of Suffolk 
Lawyers for Justice;

• Byron Knight, a for-
mer Suffolk ADA who 
joined the Patrick Admin-
istration as special coun-
sel to assist in providing 
discovery with all parties 
affected by the Hinton 
Lab drug scandal and lat-
er served a Deputy Legal 
Counsel for Governor 
Deval Patrick, is a lawyer 
with a focus on criminal 
defense;

• Sandra M. McCroom 
is president and CEO of 
Children’s Services of 
Roxbury, which provides 
comprehensive childcare 
services to economically 
disadvantaged families 
and previously served as 
for Criminal Justice in the 
Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security;

• Kristen Palma is a 
former victim witness ad-
vocate at SCDAO who be-
came public affairs direc-
tor of the Massachusetts 
Office for Victim Assis-
tance;

• Paul Popeo is co-chair 
of Choate’s litigation de-
partment who has served 
as a special assistant at-
torney general and special 
Suffolk ADA;

•Pastor B. Christopher 
Sumner is chief of opera-
tions executive at the Sal-
vation Army Ray & Joan 
Kroc Community Center 
of Boston and associate 
Pastor at Jubilee Christian 
Church. Previously he’s 
served as Executive Di-
rector of the Boston Ten 
Point Coalition the Blue 
Hill Boys and Girls Club 
of Boston;

• Marjorie Pauléon 
Tynes, an attorney and for-
mer Suffolk ADA and vic-
tim witness advocate, is a 
member of teaching team 
at Harvard’s Trial Advoca-
cy Workshop;

Suffolk County District 
Attorney Kevin Hayden’s 
office serves the commu-
nities of Boston, Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop, 
Mass. The office handles 
some 20,000 cases a year. 
More than 160 attorneys 
in the office practice in 
nine district and munici-
pal courts, Suffolk Supe-
rior Court, the Massachu-
setts Appeals Court, the 
Supreme Judicial Court, 
and the Boston Juvenile 
Courts. The office em-
ploys some 300 people 
and offers a wide range of 
services and programs to 
serve anyone who comes 
in contact with the crim-
inal justice system. This 
office is committed to ed-
ucating the public about 
the services we provide, 
our commitment to crime 
prevention, and our dedi-
cation to keeping the res-
idents of Suffolk County 
safe.

Gladys Vega, Kourou Pich named to Suffolk 
County DA’s Community Advisory Committee

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Topic: CBC 2022 Black History Month Events
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9495641664?pwd=Slk5aHl6MTcybUxlNTJJMGdYbmM2dz09

Meeting ID: 949 564 1664
Passcode: 896855

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,9495641664#,,,,*896855# US (Washington DC)

+13126266799,,9495641664#,,,,*896855# US (Chicago)

HEADING OFF 
TO COLLEGE?

DON’t 
forget 

your roots

get 1-year of 
hometown 

news for $50

By Seth Daniel

The long-standing St. 

Stanislaus Polish Catholic 

Church on Chestnut Street 

held its la
st public Masses 

last week after 115 years 

of perseverance – surviv-

ing two conflagrations – in 

serving the faithful in the 

Polish language.

Parishioners held a bit-

tersweet remembrance of 

all the history and hard 

work put into the Parish 

over the decades – partic-

ularly thanking Pastor An-

drew Grelak, a Polish priest 

who came to the Parish in 

1996 and has served tire-

lessly with time, devotion 

and his own money.

“It is w
ith the same Bóg 

zapłać that I turn to you, the 

most faithful parishioners,” 

read a letter spoken aloud 

during the last Mass on 

Sunday. “You maintained 

the Parish spiritually with 

your regular participation in 

the Holy Mass as well as fi-

nancially paying your dues 

and contributing your hard-

earned money to various 

renovation projects over the 

years. For you this was sim-

ply a holy obligation that 

TRASH 

NOTICE
Due to the 

holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 

one day. 

YOUR HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER SINCE 1890

VOLUME 120, No. 25

THURSDAY, SepTembeR 3, 2020

35 CENTS

Newspaper GroupINDEPENDENT

www
.chels

earec
ord.co

m

A NOTE TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS & READERS

OUR OFFICE W
ILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, SEP

T. 7TH

 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

News and Advertising Deadlines for the 

week of Sep
t. 9th & 10th will be

FRIDAY, SEP
T. 4TH AT 4PM

Celebrate SafelyEmail news to

editor@reverejou
rnal.com

Email Advertisem
ents to

deb@reverejou
rnal.com
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Paid Political Advertisement

Thank You CHELSEA 

For your support!

I look forward to continuing to serve as YOUR Representative!
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By Cary Shuman

Revere 
Council-

lor-at-Large Jessica Ann 

Giannino carried Chelsea 

at the polls on her way to 

earning an impressive vic-

tory in the Sixteenth Suf-

folk District Democratic 

Primary for State Represen-

tative Tuesday, defeating 

Joseph Gravellese in the 

hard-fought election.

Giannino received 601 

votes in Chelsea while 

Gravellese received 453 

votes. Giannino also re-

corded solid votes in Re-

vere and Saugus to win by 

an approximate 20-per cent 

margin overall. The two 

candidates were seeking to 

succeed retiring State Rep. 

RoseLee Vincent.

Chelsea 
Council-

lor-at-Large Leo Robinson, 

who supported Giannino in 

the election, said that the 

Revere resident ran “a very 

good campaign.”

“Jessica really reached 

out to the people of Chel-

sea and they found her very 

warm and sincere and that’s 

why they came out and they 

voted for her,” said Robin-

son.
Giannino thanked the 

voters in the district for 

their incredible show of 

support and sharing her vi-

sion for a better future. Gi-

annino released the follow-

ing statement:

“To the residents of 

the 16th Suffolk District - 

thank you. This is th
e honor 

of my life. Thank you to all 

who came out to vote today, 

to those who provided feed-

back, insight and support. 

Thank you for sharing my 

vision for a better future. 

To every person in Chelsea, 
Councillor Jessica Giannino is shown with her biggest fans, 

her Grandmother, JoAnne Giannino and her father, RPD 

Sgt. Christopher Giannino and her dog, Sam Adams. A pink 

light burned brightly in the window all day leading to the 

victory Tuesday night.

Giannino wins State R
ep. Democratic 

Primary

in the 16th Suffolk District
 that includes Chelsea

By Seth Daniel

They say the Mystic/

Tobin Bridge is a symbol 

for the great unification of 

two places – Chelsea and 

Charlestown – but those 

folks haven’t looked at re-

cent election results.

It was once again a game 

of turnout on either side 

of the Bridge for the state 

representative race, with 

incumbent Rep. Dan Ryan 

of Charlestown cruising to 

a hard-fought victory over 

Chelsea City Councillor 

Damali Vidot on Tuesday, 

Sept. 1.
The vote count was clear 

on that point. Overall, State 

Rep. Ryan beat Councillor 

Vidot 4,195 to 3,093 – a 

difference of 1,102 votes 

in the end. The key to the 

race was a greater turnout 

in Charlestown, which has 

been the story of that seat 

for many years – going back 

to elections between Ryan 

and Chelsea City Council 

President Roy Avellaneda 

(who endorsed Ryan this 

time around). In Charles-

town, Ryan got 3,319 votes 

compared to Vidot’s 1,223 

votes. However, in Chelsea, 

Vidot got 1,870 votes com-

pared to Ryan’s 876 votes. 

In the end, Charlestown 

turned out higher, and Ryan 

won. On the other side of 

the Bridge, keeping the seat 

in Charlestown was a ma-

jor part of the campaign, as 

Charlestown went 37 years 

before Ryan was elected 

without having a resident in 

elected office.

Another caveat of the 

campaign was the substan-

tial amount of money that 

was drawn into the race, 

nearly $200,000 was raised 

by both candidates com-

bined at the end – a huge 

influx for a local state rep-

resentative race. The story 

there was a great deal of 

money coming from out-

Ryan Returns

State Rep. Dan Ryan earns victory in Primary

PHOTO SETH DANIEL

State Rep. Dan Ryan celebrates with Councilor Leo 

Robinson following Ryan’s win in the hard-fought state 

representative race against Councillor Damali Vidot. While 

Vidot won Chelsea by 1,000 votes, Ryan played strong 

in Charlestown and won the race by 1,102 votes. He will 

return to the State House for another term in January.

See RYAN Page 2

See GIANNOINO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Congressman Joe Ken-

nedy III scored a rare win in 

Chelsea on Tuesday night, 

Sept. 1, in a Democratic 

Primary that was all about 

his opponent, U.S. Senator 

Ed Markey – who took the 

statewide vote decidedly.

In Chelsea, Kennedy got 

2,097 votes (52 percent) to 

Markey’s 1,903 votes (47 

percent), built on a cam-

paign that came to Chelsea 

numerous times and espe-

cially in August when he 

dropped by Golden Canno-

li and came last Saturday 

campaigning with New 

York Congressman Adriano 

Espaillat.

Kennedy also had the 

support of Councilor Judith 

Garcia, who had joined the 

campaign staff during the 

summer. Council President 

Roy Avellaneda was also 

very strongly in the Kenne-

dy camp as well.

Kennedy’s win in Chel-

sea follows a clear trend 

where he did very well in 

Latino and Spanish-speak-

Kennedy bucks the tren
d in Chelsea

See KENNEDY  Page 3

By Seth Daniel

Monday started the first 

of 10 days of professional 

development for teachers 

as they learn the ins and 

outs of a new, more refined 

remote learning program 

prior to children returning 

to school on Sept. 16.

Typically, teachers and 

administrators and staff 

have gathered in the Chel-

sea High gym with elected 

officials for a breakfast and 

then a rally-like Convoca-

tion. It has marked the be-

ginning of the school term 

for years on end, always 

featuring a speech high-

lighting the vision of the 

district given by the super-

intendent. This year, Supt. 

Almi Abeyta was to give 

her first such speech, but 

things were altered due to 

COVID-19 and that speech 

came online while teachers 

sat mostly at home in front 

of their computers.

Abeyta said this week 

marked the beginning of a 

10-day training in the dis-

trict’s Remote Learning 2.0 

program. The district will 

be using several different 

online platforms for vari-

ous subjects and grade lev-

els, requiring a great deal of 

learning curve for teachers 

before they hit the virtual 

classroom this month.

We have improved our 

remote learning from the 

spring; we have learned 

from what did not work so 

well in the spring and from 

our successes in the sum-

mer,” she said. 

The training will also 

include: Remote Learning, 

Safety, Family and Com-

munity Engagement, So-

cial Emotional Learning 

and Anti-Bias professional 

development. 

Prior to the beginning of 

work, several school and 

City leaders delivered on-

line messages – messages 

that were highlighted by 

Abeyta’s speech. This time, 

it was less about an overall 

vision and more about mo-

tivating teachers to be there 

emotionally, as well as ac-

ademically, as they return 

to teach children that likely 

have been traumatized in 

some way by COVID-19 

and family upheaval.

“We are living in un-

precedented times,” she 

said. “But, I know that we 

will rise to the occasion. 

We will stay focused on 

our mission of welcom-

ing and educating all stu-

dents.  This is even more 

important during this tim
e 

because our students need 

Teachers return to school virtually 

in first-ever online Convocation

Professio
nal 

Development

See TEACHERS Page 6

Bóg zapłac’ (G
od Bless Y
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St. Stanislaus says good-by after 115 years
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