
By Seth Daniel

Councillor Todd Taylor 
said he is weighing his op-
tions this week after what 
he deemed was a “charac-
ter assassination” of him 
at the March 8 meeting – 
a meeting where student 
activists singled him out 
for voting against taking 
down the Columbus statue 
and giving his academic 
argument for doing so.

He said it’s time to stop 
such tactics on councillors 
and members of the com-
munity.

“I’ve spoken with the 
City Solicitor and City 

Manager about this,” he 
said. “They’re consider-
ing their options and I’m 
considering my options 
too. This is bullying. If 
someone does something 
or says something that 
doesn’t agree with this 
ideology, then it’s open 
season to come in and hurl 
racist accusations at me 
when they all know better.

“This type of assassi-
nating people’s character 
when you disagree with 
them has to stop,” he con-
tinued. “It not the first 
time someone has gotten 

By Seth Daniel

When President Joe 
Biden and a litany of Dem-
ocratic legislators – in-
cluding the Massachusetts 
federal delegation - took 
to the airwaves and online 
universe to praise the pas-
sage of the American Res-
cue Plan, they touted it as 
a lifeline to communities 
sinking from the suffer-
ings of COVID-19.

No two communities in 
the state, arguably, have 
suffered as much as Ever-
ett and Chelsea, yet some 
officials locally are saying 
the federal delegation and 
the federal government 
has left the two communi-
ties high and dry.

Numbers from the Res-
cue Plan began to come 
out last weekend from the 
Massachusetts Munici-
pal Association (MMA), 
and on first glance, many 
thought there was a mis-
take for Everett and Chel-
sea. The Rescue Plan was 
highly touted from all 

corners as being able to 
help communities hardest 
hit, including local gov-
ernments that have lost 
millions in revenues and 
expended millions to fund 
local food pantries, rental 
assistance and small busi-
ness programs. Leaders in 
Everett and Chelsea were 
expecting to get some re-
lief to plug holes in their 
City Budgets, but were 
stunned when their num-
bers became public.

For Everett, the Res-
cue Plan directed $4.58 
million to the City, with a  
supplement from county 
funding sources bumping 
it to $13.59 million. For 
Chelsea, the Rescue Plan 
directed $3.91 million in 
aid to the City, and a to-
tal of $11.61 million with 
the bump up from county 
funding.

That was compared 
to affluent communities 
like Newton, which got 
$48.14 million and a total 
of $65.29 million with the 
county resources. Brook-
line got $34.21 million, 
but no county money 
figures were available. 
Meanwhile, nearby Med-
ford got $39.25 million 
and a total of $50.37 mil-
lion with the county re-
sources. Malden also got 
much more as well, with 
$35.04 million from the 
Plan and $46.76 million 
in total with the county 
bump up.

Both Chelsea and Ever-
ett’s numbers were more 
on par with suburban 
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By Cary Shuman

For the residents of 
Chelsea and his fellow 
members of the Rotary 
Club, it will come as no 
surprise that Juan Gallego 
traveled to Texas to help 
South Houston-area res-
idents with an incredible 
display of voluntary assis-
tance.

 Gallego, 58, has been 
an ambassador of good-
will for Chelsea Rotary 
and living symbol of the 
Rotary motto, “Service 
Above Self.” In the past 
while representing Chel-
sea Rotary in his native 

Colombia, Gallego helped 
develop health care cen-
ters in remote areas of the 
country. He also organized 
and executed a Rotary 
project to assist children 
in need of cleft palate sur-
gery.

Earlier this month Gal-
lego and a team of vol-
unteers headed to Texas 
to repair homes that had 
been devastated by a se-
vere winter storm which 
caused power outages 
and broken water pipes in 
homes.

“We fixed up 18 homes 
that had no water because 
all the pipes were burst,” 

said Gallego. “We were 
there working for ten days. 
We had plumbers and we 
had helpers. I was a help-

er. We did a total re-piping 
of the homes.”

All of Gallego’s repairs 

From Chelsea To Houston
Juan Gallego responds to 
housing emergency in Texas

Chelsea Rotary Club member Juan Gallego (right) traveled 
to Texas to assist homeowners in the repair of their piping 
systems that were broken during the severe winter storm.

See HOUSTON Page3

American Rescue Plan misses Chelsea, Everett

Councillor Taylor says he’s 
weighing his options on 
‘character assassination’

Shrewsbury than an urban 
community hard-hit by 
COVID-19. 

Officially, City leaders 
said they were told the 
funding was determined 
by the Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for-
mula that designates “enti-
tlement” communities and 
“non-entitlement” com-
munities – and the alloca-
tions didn’t really consid-
er the impact of COVID. 
Because Chelsea and 
Everett are below 50,000 
people officially, they are 
non-entitlement commu-
nities and didn’t get a lot 

of funding because of that. 
Efforts by the federal dele-
gation, sources said, came 
too late in the process to 
be able to make adjust-
ments – resulting in the 
smaller numbers becom-
ing official.

With those numbers, 
many officials said it 
looked like the most ef-
fected people were the 
least funded – with both 
Chelsea and Everett being 
in the top five most im-
pacted cities in the Com-
monwealth.

See RESCUE PLAN Page 12

Photos by Darlene DeVita
On Tuesday, activists and community 
leaders from Chelsea and Everett 
gathered at Chelsea City Hall to pro-
test the huge disappointment they 
felt from getting “shorted” on funding 
in the highly-touted American Recov-
ery Plan, while affluent communities 
like Newton collected millions more 
in funding. Here, La Colaborativa 
Director Gladys Vega spoke to the 
crowd and said the federal delegation 
let down the community. Meanwhile, 
one protestor held a sign that said 
‘Chelsea is hungry and you only give 
us crumbs.’

By John Lynds

With the promised 
funding from the land-
mark education bill that 
was signed into law before 
the COVID pandemic hit 
is still up in the air, Chel-
sea students, parents and 
school committee mem-
bers on Tuesday called for 
the state to fully fund the 
Student Opportunity Act 
Funding (SOA). 

During a virtual press 
conference hosted by the 
Massachusetts Education 
Justice Alliance on Tues-
day students, parents, and 
school committee mem-
bers from cities across 
Massachusetts discussed 
their school funding 
needs, their perspectives 
on in-person school re-
opening this spring, and 
their aspirations for ed-
ucation this summer and 
during the upcoming 
school year.

Chelsea School Com-

mittee member Roberto 
Jimenez-Rivera testified 
at the virtual press con-
ference and shared their 
thoughts. 

At the press conference, 
which will be held over 
Zoom, Jimenez-Rivera 
joined students, parents, 
and school committee 
members from Boston, 
Revere, Lawrence, Lowell 
and Randolph to discuss 
safety measures, social/
emotional and education-
al supports, and other re-
sources they’re looking 
for from their public 
schools as well as the need 
for substantial state fund-
ing to support those needs. 

“We’re here today be-
cause our elected officials 
are once again breaking 
the promises that they’ve 
made to our students,” 
said Jimenez-Rivera. “Our 
governor in particular is 
continuing to neglect the 

Chelsea students and parents call for 
substantial state funding as schools reopen 

Breaking Promises

See FUNDING Page 3

See TAYLOR Page 3
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By John Lynds and Seth Daniel

Allegedly, a daring 
game of street racing 
turned deadly last week 
on McCLellan Highway 
killing a Chelsea student 
and injuring another teen. 

Jonathan Hernandez 
Flores died instantly last 
Wednesday night when 
the car he was driving hit 
another vehicle driven 
by an acquaintance, spun 
out of control and collid-
ed with a utility pole on 
the southbound side of 
McClellan near Addison 
Street in East Boston. 

“It seems the teen that 
died and his friend sped 
through the intersection at 
Boardman and McClellan 
and their cars touched,” 
said Boston Police Cap-
tain Kelly McCormack. 
“Once they touched both 
vehicles went out of con-
trol and in a split second 
one kid was killed and the 
other injured.”

The crash occurred with 
such intensity that it split 
the vehicle Flores was 
driving into two pieces. 

Eric Danilchuk, who 
owns the autobody shop 
directly across the high-
way from where the acci-
dent occurred said the rate 
of travel had to be well 
over 100 mph. Danilchuk 
said given that newer cars 
have reinforced cabins 
and other safety measures 
it was his opinion that the 
car had to exceed the 100 
mph mark in order to be 
split in two with ease. 

This was the second 
deadly accident involving 
speed in just a few weeks 
and the third since 2019. 
All the deadly accidents 
involved young adults.

Last month East Bos-
ton High School graduates 
Isaiah Ortiz and Chelsea 

resident Alexander Cabre-
ra were killed when their 
vehicle collided with a 
pole on Chelsea Street 
just before the bridge into 
Chelsea. Back in 2019 
a college student from 
Rhode Island, Amber Pel-
letier, was killed when the 
car she was a passenger 
in collided with sever-
al parked cars and then 
flipped over on Benning-
ton Street in East Boston. 

On Thursday Chelsea 
High students were griev-
ing with one another out-
doors at the football sta-
dium behind the school. 
Students were given space 
today (Friday) to grieve 
with counseling at Chel-
sea Stadium.

Chelsea School Supt. 
Almi Abeyta said students 
are feeling the loss, and 
that Flores was a long-
time student in Chelsea 
Public Schools (CPS) – 
now attending the Chel-
sea Opportunity Academy 
(COA).

“This is a very sad loss 
that impacts all of us,” 
wrote Abeyta in the let-
ter. “Jonathan attended 
his whole educational ca-
reer in CPS – going to the 
John Silber Early Learn-
ing Center, Berkowitz El-
ementary School, Clark 
Avenue Middle School, 
and Chelsea High School 
before he transferred 
to Chelsea Opportunity 
Academy. We, the Chel-
sea Public Schools, extend 
our deepest condolences 
and support to Jonathan’s 
family and friends…Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with Jonathan’s family.”

The family of Jonathan 
Hernandez have started 
a GoFundMe page this 
week, and posted the fol-
lowing statement about 
Hernandez.

“Hello everyone, we 
say this with a heavy 
heart,” it read. “Our family 
was stricken with a terri-
ble tragedy. Our Jonathan 
was involved in a serious 
car accident and unfortu-
nately he is no longer with 
us. It goes without saying 
that these are very tough 
times. We ask that if any-
one is willing to donate 
to his services, please do. 
Anything helps. He was 
loved by many and this is 
very tough for everyone.”

Chelsea Opportunity 
Academy Principal Ron 
Schmidt has reached out 
to the family for support 
from the district. The fam-
ily has asked the public to 
respect their privacy while 
they grieve.

Chelsea students were 
given space at the foot-
ball stadium today, with 
counseling and the like. 
Social distancing proto-
cols will be in place, and 
staff members are being 
provided space to grieve 
in online sessions.

The GoFundMe page 
can be found at www.go-
fundme.com/f/fmnb4-jon-
athan-hernandez?

Chelsea student killed in horrible East Boston car crash

PHOTO BY MIKE LAYHYE

The scene of the accident. The crash caused a widespread power outage in Eastie and 
snarled traffic for hours as police investigated the scene. 

Chelsea student Jonathan 
Hernandez Flores died 
instantly last Wednesday 
night when the car he was 
driving collided with a util-
ity pole on the southbound 
side of McClellan near 
Addison Street. 

Students in the Chelsea REACH program gathered at the Stadium last week to host a bal-
loon launch and grieving time for Hernandez Flores, who attended Chelsea schools since 
he was in the Early Learning Center.

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Chang, Hsiu C            Kwiatkowski, Robert E 200 Captains Row #308       $392,000
Epps, Keunta Mardari, Vasili 100 Commandants Way #209 $281,000
Rodas-Arango, Alfredo    Castellanos, German    175 Cottage St #406            $299,000
Debeul, Matthew Fay, Robert M        132 Franklin Ave          $920,000
Molina, Karen Manuelian, Alexander   9 John St                     $818,000 
Weiss, Schyler N Claire Tenaglia RET   44 Lafayette Ave #304          $247,500 
148 Walnut Street LLC Chelsea Revitalization 148 Walnut St                   $810,000
Brewer, Monique 130 Washington LLC 130 Washington Ave #3       $270,000

jeff@chelsearealestate.com           chelsearealestate.com 

It is time sell, prices are high, rates are low. 
List your home with us.

 TEXT/EMAIL JEFFREY BOWEN    781-201-9488

By Cary Shuman

Robert Ricardo Saenz is 
a long-time Chelsea resi-
dent who immigrated here 
from Colombia as a child.

Now a successful real 
estate investment advisor, 
Saenz is hoping to devel-
op an eight-unit condo-
minium property at 856 
Broadway.

“I’m hoping to con-
vert the single-family 
home into eight homes of 
which I’ll be owning one 
of them,” said Saenz, who 
currently resides in the 
Spencer Lofts.

By developing his own 
project, Saenz indicated 
that he will be able to af-
ford  to stay in Chelsea, a 
city he has come to love.

“Instead of looking 
elsewhere and making a 
new home in some other 
city, this way I can afford 
to stay in Chelsea and 

provide housing to other 
people who want to live in 
Chelsea,” said Saenz.

He said he will raze 
the current home at 856 
Broadway and build the 
brand-new condominium 
complex.

The new building, lo-
cated across the street 
from the Broadway Glen 
Apartments, would be five 
stories tall with an eleva-
tor. Each unit will have 
a kitchen, dining room, 
living room, and two bed-
rooms.

“It will have a modern, 
elegant look to it, with a 
roof deck, one-vehicle, 
garage parking for each 
unit, and be right on the 
bus route,” said Saenz. 
“It will be energy-effi-
cient and bring in seven 
new families to the city of 
Chelsea.”

Saenz said his next step 
is to present his plans be-

fore the Chelsea Planning 
Board at its March 23 
meeting.

“I’m hoping to get a 
positive response in my 
first time trying to devel-
op a property in Chelsea,” 
said Saenz. He immigrat-
ed to the United States in 
1987. His parents, Ricardo 
and Myriam Seanz, live on 
Beacon Street, Chelsea.

Saenz attended North-
east Regional Vocational 
High School, graduating 
in 1998. Saenz is the fa-
ther of two children.

Looking at his develop-
ment plans, Saenz offered, 
“This is my way of being 
able to contribute to the 
housing crisis by provid-
ing market-rate properties 
to those who can afford it 
and for anyone who wants 
to continue to live in Chel-
sea.”

Saenz hopes to develop new 
property at 856 Broadway

By Seth Daniel

After last week’s bom-
bastic Council meeting 
regarding allegations of 
racism, and the launch 
of an official City inves-
tigation into Councillor 
Giovanni Recupero’s ac-
tions in the matter, Youth 
Commissioner Branden 
Garcia said he is now call-
ing for Recupero’s resig-
nation and he also said the 
entire City Council needs 
to re-evaluate how it oper-
ates.

“The City Council does 
have a problem and I hope 
this makes it clear it’s not 
a Recupero problem and 
they are all responsible,” 
he said in an interview last 
Friday next to the Colum-
bus statue. “They are all 
in a situation where they 
should hold each other 
accountable. In a profes-
sional board like the City 
Council all that should 
matter is how people are 
affected. I applaud the 
drive I see in Recupero. I 
know he wants the best for 
the city…However, I think 
what matters the most is 
our intent because this 
man has said offensive 
things to others in the past. 
Can we make productive 
change if we have racial 
bias on the City Council? 
Without this bias, how 
much more could we do?”

He added that since the 
incident with Recupero on 
Feb. 23, and him standing 
up for himself with others 
on March 8, he has heard 
from many that the alleged 
behavior isn’t isolated.

“He’s allegedly done 
this for a while from what 
I understand,” Garcia said. 
“It’s time for people to 
start holding him account-
able. Allegedly this isn’t 
the first time and if it was, 
then fine, it’s a correction. 
It’s not the first time, and 
I’m just the first to not tol-
erate it…The City Council 

has to start functioning 
differently…I am here be-
cause it wasn’t just a racist 
problem, but a disrespect 
problem.”

Garcia, 18, is at the 
heart of a situation where 
he alleges he was accosted 
twice by Recupero after 
the Feb. 23 meeting fol-
lowing what was a con-
tentious vote to remove 
the Christopher Columbus 
statue in Chelsea Square. 
After giving a presentation 
with fellow Chelsea High 
student, Richard Flores, 
he has alleged – and City 
Solicitor Cheryl Fisher 
Watson is investigating 
the matter – that Recupe-
ro allegedly harassed him 
and Flores in the Cham-
bers and then allegedly a 
second time on the steps 
in the hallway about their 
opinion. That was all re-
visited on March 8 when 
Garcia returned to protest 
how he and Flores were 
treated, and to add to a 
growing number of people 
calling for an investiga-
tion.

At that meeting, Recu-
pero apologized and said 
he was sorry, and he didn’t 
mean to scare anyone. 
However, he completely 
refuted the idea that he’s 
a “white supremacist” and 
lashed out at those that al-
leged he was.

Garcia said it’s com-
pletely untrue that he 
called Recupero a “white 
supremacist,” but only 
said the statue represent-
ed a system of white su-
premacy, and not taking it 
down would be supporting 
that system of supremacy 
in a community that has a 
heavy Latino majority.

“No one called them 
white supremacists,” he 
said. “I didn’t call them 
white supremacists. I said 
they would be condon-
ing white supremacy if 
they didn’t vote to take it 
down.”

He said things went 
sideways when Recupe to 
change your name” sever-
al times.

That continued again 
outside the Chambers as 
the two teens, both very 
scared, tried to leave City 
Hall by the steps. Gar-
cia alleges that Recupero 
yelled down at them from 
above once again about 
not forgetting to change 
their name. Garcia also al-
leged that Recupero made 
taunting comments about 
cancelling Thanksgiving, 
and he’d be happy to vote 
on getting rid of Thanks-
giving as a holiday.

“I was very anxious and 
not okay,” he said. “It was 
very frightening for me. 
Richard Flores was the 
one who told him to stop. 
Richard stood up for me. 
I was literally trembling 
and freaking out…We told 
him we weren’t trying to 
erase Hispanic heritage. 
Richard again told him to 
stop…We both went out 
to the parking lot because 
I didn’t feel comfortable 
by myself.”

 “I didn’t say I wanted 
him to resign, but after 
the last meeting, I would 
like to see him resign be-
cause of what happened at 
that meeting,” he said. “I 
found it appalling. I knew 
I had to go in even though 
I was scared because to be 
brave is to do something 
you’re scared of.”

In the end, Garcia said 
he is glad City Solicitor 
Cheryl Fisher Watson has 
started an investigation. 
She confirmed that to the 
paper this week, saying 
she will begin reviewing 
the facts and interview-
ing people directly in-
volved. However, he said 
he think there needs to be 
a self-evaluation by the 
Council as a whole as to 
what it tolerates, and when 
it holds other members ac-
countable.

Youth Commissioner now calling for 
Councilor Recupero’s resignation
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to South Houston-area 
homes were done free of 
charge. Interestingly, one 
of the days that Gallego 
was in Texas was March 
10, which was the Chelsea 
community leader’s 58th 
birthday.

“It was the best birth-
day gift I ever had, being 
down there working and 
helping people,” said Gal-
lego.

Kate Robinson, volun-
teer coordinator at Fuller 
Center Disaster Rebuid-
ers, expressed her grati-
tude to Gallego and his 
team in a heartfelt email.

“We are so grateful to 
Juan Gallego and his crew 
of Sam, Manny and John 
coming to Texas to help 
so many homeowners af-
fected by the Texas winter 
storm,” wrote Robinson. 
“They did an awesome 
job. Now these homeown-
ers have water and do not 
have to depend on bottled 
water or water carried into 
the house from buckets 
from their neighbors or 
relatives.”

Gallego was proud to 
represent Chelsea Ro-
tary in his humanitarian 
endeavor. “Our club has 
totally supported me,” he 
said.

A few years ago, Gal-
lego was honored as an 
“Unsung Hero” at a tre-

mendous regional event 
that drew hundreds of Ro-
tary members. While the 
pandemic has curtailed 
those large events for now, 
there’s a very good chance 
that Juan Gallego will be 
receiving some much-de-
served recognition again 
in front of his peers.

But that’s not why Juan 
Gallego does what he does 

for others as the “Unsung” 
in Unsung Hero aptly sug-
gests.

Gallego came to the 
United States from Co-
lombia 41 years ago. He 
has two children, Mat-
thew, who is a student at 
Suffolk University, and 
Melissa, who is a high 
school student.

Juan Gallego (right) and his crew of volunteers work on 
interior piping repairs at a home in Houston, Texas.

Staff Report

Joan Goldstein, Char-
lotte Moses and Ida Ru-
dolph, residents of Cohen 
Florence Levine Estates 
Assisted Living, get to-
gether every day to knit. 
In truth, they do much 
more than knit; they talk, 
laugh, tell stories, discuss 
current events, and en-
courage other residents 
to stop by while adhering 
to safe social distancing 
guidelines. An added plus: 
The women donate all of 
their beautifully knitted 
scarves, hats, and head-
bands to such organiza-
tions as Boston Medical 
Center and the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea. To date, 
the ladies, who are about 
to turn 90, but look years 
younger, have knit over 60 
items. 

“We decided we had 
to do something to get 
through the pandemic,” 
said Joan Goldstein. “So 
I upped my knitting game 
once I moved into the 
assisted living.” A few 
weeks later, the Cohen 
Florence Levine Knit-
ting Club was born. For 
Charlotte, knitting is akin 
to therapy. “It truly saved 
me,” said Charlotte. Ida, 
who learned how to knit 
in fifth grade with two 
pencils, loves that the club 
gets together every day to 
knit. 

Joan, Charlotte, and Ida 
have strong ties to both 
Chelsea and Brockton. 
Joan and Charlotte met 
when they first moved to 
Brockton in 1953. The 
two became fast friends, 
as did their husbands; the 
couples socialized often 
and brought their children 
up together. They have re-
mained been best friends 
since then, so it’s no sur-
prise that they both de-
cided to move into Cohen 
Florence Levine Estates. 
They were especially 
thrilled to find apartments 
on the same floor! 

Charlotte and Ida were 

born and bred in Chelsea 
and their love for the city 
is obvious all these years 
later. “I don’t think we ap-
preciated Chelsea when 
we were growing up,” said 
Ida. “The city has such a 
rich history, with land-
marks such as Chelsea 
Creek, the Coast Guard 
Station and Cary House.“ 
The two women attend-
ed the Sherman School, 
Newman Junior High, and 
Chelsea High School. “I 
loved living in Chelsea,” 
said Ida, “To this day, I 
still remember every word 
of our high school songs.”

Each woman is accom-
plished in her own right. 
Charlotte has played the 
piano since early child-
hood, was the class prod-
igy and is an extremely 
talented musician. Joan-
ie makes stylish jewelry, 
which she sold to wom-
en all over the the Palm 
Beach Florida area. Since 
she’s been at the assisted 
living, Joanie’s made stun-
ning, one-of-a-kind brace-
lets for every member of 
the staff –more than 50 in 
total. Ida acted, produced, 
and starred in profession-
al performances her entire 
life. “We’re all different,” 
admitted Charlotte, “but 
we complement each oth-
er really well.” 

“Joanie, Charlotte and 
Ida bring such warmth 
and personality to our res-
idence,” said Kristen Don-
nelly, Executive Director 
of Cohen Florence Levine 

Estates. “Their spirit, en-
thusiasm, and zest for liv-
ing are an inspiration to 
staff and residents.” Adds 
Donnelly, “I look forward 
to seeing them together 
every single day.”

For their part, the wom-
en enjoy the camaraderie 
between the residents and 
staff. “It’s like one big 
happy family,” said Joan-
ie. “There are always peo-
ple to talk to and the staff 
is so kind and caring.”

Ida noted,  “We’re nev-
er lonely.”

When asked the se-
cret to their longevity 
and good health, all three 
women were quick to re-
spond. “Try new things 
and find something you 
love to do,” advises Ida. 
Charlotte alluded to the 
importance of exercise. 
“Daily exercise is criti-
cal,” said Charlotte. “Even 
walking the corridors ev-
ery day makes you feel 
better.” Joanie shared her 
vision for the future. “Be-
lieve in the power of posi-
tive thinking,” said Joanie. 
“For me, I have a lot more 
to accomplish. I fully in-
tend to live to 100!”

The women hope they 
inspire other seniors to 
make a difference in the 
community. “It’s import-
ant to give back,” said 
Charlotte, adding that if 
you can have fun while so 
doing, all the better. Seems 
like these three amazing 
women have found a way 
to do both.

Seniors Making a Difference at 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates

Pictured L-R :Charlotte Moses, Ida Rudolph, Joan Goldstein 
and Kristen Donnelly, Executive Director Cohen Florence 
Levine Estates

kids in our poorest com-
munities like the City of 
Chelsea. Two years ago 
everybody celebrated the 
passage of the Student 
Opportunity Act but ever 
since he signed it into law 
Governor Baker has only 
undermined its seven year 
funding plan.”

Jimenez-Rivera ar-
gued that last year before 
COVID the Governor de-
cided that the low income 
portion of the SOA didn’t 
need to be fully funded. 

“So even before we 
lost the rest of the mon-
ey because of COVID his 
budget was already inad-
equate,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “And then this year 
instead of catching up to 
“Year Two” of the plan 
he’s only proposing what 
the state should have giv-
en us last year. This isn’t 
right and that’s why today 
we are calling for a bud-
get that gets us back on 
track. It is year two of the 
SOA implementation and 
we need a budget for year 
two, not for year one.”

Jimenez-Rivera said 
Chelsea has dispropor-
tionately suffered from 
this pandemic in almost 
every way possible but 
with the proposed SOA 
budget children are being 
told that their education is 
less important than the in-
terest of rich people.

“Our parents have a 
right to communicate with 
their kids, teachers, but 
right now we don’t have 
enough interpreters,” said 
Jimenez-Rivera. “How 
can we expect parents to 
engage when they can’t 
speak the language and 
we don’t have money to 
pay for interpreters? Our 
parents deserve language 
justice. Our students need-
ed more mental health 
support before COVID 
And now they need it 
even more seeing as they 
have disproportionately 

lived through the trauma 
and death that COVID 
has brought us. Our stu-
dents also had crowded 
classrooms in schools 
before COVID and now 
we need smaller class siz-
es, even more because of 
COVID. How is it that we 
expect small class sizes 
in wealthy districts, but 
we’re okay with having 
25, 30 or even 34 students 
in a class in Chelsea. Our 
kids deserve the same ac-
cess to small class sizes 
as kids in Brookline or 
Wellesley.”

Jimenez-Rivera said 94 
percent of Chelsea schools 
are made up of students of 
color and they deserve ac-
cess to educators of color. 

“Our current funding 
doesn’t allow us to pay 
educators what they’re 
worth,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “So new educators 
of color and more experi-
enced educators, general-
ly go to districts that have 
the money to pay them 
what they’re worth. That 
lack of diversity and lack 
of stability hurts our stu-
dents even more.”

Jimenez-Rivera said all 
these issues are fixable but 
only with the millions of 
dollars that the state owes 
Chelsea through the SOA. 

“I want to be clear here, 
our students are owed this 
money, this money isn’t 
charity,” said Jimenez-Ri-
vera. “Our children are le-
gally and constitutionally 
entitled to those millions 
of dollars. They have been 
waiting for decades as the 
state underfunded their fu-
tures and they can’t wait 
any longer. We cannot let 
the burden of COVID-19 
continue falling on the 
most marginalized and so 
we have to ensure that the 
legislature fixes Governor 
Baker’s broken budget. 
The Supreme Court de-
clared in Brown vs. Board 
of Education that educa-

tion is the most important 
function of government. I 
think it’s about time that 
our legislators remember 
that. Fund our schools and 
fund them now.”

The SOA overhauled 
the state’s education fund-
ing formula to ensure eq-
uity for all students, espe-
cially those in low-income 
areas.

Because the state has 
not updated its education 
funding formula since 
1993 to reflect districts’ 
real health insurance and 
special education costs, 
the amount of aid being 
provided to cover those 
costs had been too small 
for decades. 

In January 2020 Gover-
nor Charlie Baker signed 
S. 2412, An Act Relative 
to Educational Opportu-
nity for Students, or the 
SOA, which would have 
boosted investment in 
public schools by $1.5 bil-
lion annually when fully 
phased in over the next 
seven years.

However, when COVID 
hit in March 2019 budget 
shortfalls pushed SOA 
spending to the wayside. 
Chelsea Public Schools 
were expected to receive 
millions in SOA funding. 

The state legislature’s 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee met Tuesday to begin 
reviewing the Governor’s 
proposed FY22 budget. 

At the press conference 
students and parents plan 
to keep pushing for a true 
commitment to fully fund 
public school and call for 
putting the state’s commit-
ment to public education 
funding back on track. 

One demand by the 
group Tuesday is that 
the state delivers at least 
two of the seven years of 
promised funding increas-
es under the SOA in the 
next state budget.

up at a City Council meet-
ing to denounce me and 
it isn’t even the first time 
people have used kids to 
attack me. The last time 
they used kids against 
me, it cost me the election 
against Bob Bishop.”

Taylor – who is the 
lone Republican on the 
Council was one of two 
councillors targeted by 
activists in the Chambers 
on March 8. That confron-
tation at the Council last-
ed nearly three hours and 
stemmed from the Feb. 
23 meeting where a vote 
was taken on removing 
the statue, and Taylor was 
one of two councillors that 
voted against it and he 
gave his reasons, he said, 
which were academic and 
based on his studies as a 
graduate student in the 
1990s. The other council-
lor, Giovanni Recupero, 
is alleged to have taken 
matters much further – 
supposedly being disre-
spectful to the two teens 
making a presentation that 
night. 

Taylor said he can un-
derstand why students 
came up to address the 
issue with him. However, 
Taylor said he was only 
respectful to the students, 
and he believes that he 
was singled out from the 
beginning.

“Just go back and look 
at the video record,” he 
said. “I was never at all 
disrespectful to these kids. 
I respected them and gave 
them respect when they 
spoke. Even the teacher 
didn’t mention me in her 
letter. I don’t blame the 
kids. Everyone has been 
17 or 18 before…What 
really bothers me is the 
adults in the room trying 

to use these kids as tools. 
That has to stop and I’ll do 
whatever it takes to make 
that stop. I don’t want re-
venge, but I want people 
to understand what’s re-
ally going on here…We 
live in a diverse commu-
nity and most of us are 
neighbors and a lot of us 
are friends. We don’t need 
people dividing us.”

Taylor said at the Feb. 
23 meeting, he took in the 
arguments of the youth 
that were there – includ-
ing Branden Garcia of the 
Youth Commission – and 
disagreed with their aca-
demic argument. He said 
while in graduate school 
in the 1990s, he studied 
Columbus and said he 
learned there are two sides 
to that academic argu-
ment. He recalled learning 
that there is some dispute 
over Columbus’s exploits, 
and that’s not something 
he invented, he said.

“I did study this and I 
was trying to get across 
that there is an academ-
ic argument that Colum-

bus being responsible for 
genocide comes from a 
guy who wanted to take 
Columbus’s job,” said 
Taylor. “He wrote a let-
ter to the king and queen 
of Spain…I said there are 
two sides to this and peo-
ple have adopted one side 
of an academic argument 
here.”

Taylor said he feels like 
he was singled out by the 
students.

 “When they came to 
speak, they singled me 
out for my race; and they 
called me a white suprem-
acist,” he said. “When you 
defame a public figure 
you’re allowed to do that 
unless you do something 
you know is fake and 
you have malicious in-
tent. I think both of these 
things fit in this situation. 
These kids that came from 
Boston, they know I’m 
not a white supremacist. 
There’s no way anyone 
can point to anything I’ve 
ever said or done and con-
clude I’m a white suprem-
acist. It was solely meant 
for character assassination 
in my case, and it has to 
stop.”

Taylor concluded by 
saying there is a great mis-
understanding by a lot of 
the young people involved 
that America is a place 
where you have to agree 
with them, or you will be 
attacked and destroyed.

He said he would like 
to see an America where 
opinions can be expressed 
without fear of reprisal – 
which is what he says hap-
pens to him all the time in 
the community and on the 
Council.

“This is not nothing,” 
he said. “It was wrong and 
it was out of bounds.”

Councillor Todd Taylor says 
he’s considering his options 
after being called a ‘racist’ 
and having his character 
assassinated at the March 8 
meeting.

Taylor/ Continued from page 1
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DENOUNCE THE 
ACTIONS OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL

Dear Editor,
As a lifelong Chelsea 

resident proudly raised 
on Congress Avenue, the 
same place I’ve chosen to 
raise my child and fam-
ily, I’d like to publicly 
denounce the happenings 
of a March 8 city council 
meeting where I saw pro-
fessionalism go out the 
door. 

As a lifelong Chelsea 
resident, and true lover of 
all things Chelsea, I was 
extremely disappointment 
with how an elected offi-
cial – one who has changed 
where I live, heavily Lati-
no, in so many positive 
ways – was treated as a 
racist, and accused of be-
ing a White Supremacist 
without any defense from 
his council colleagues.

I’m proud to call 
Giovanni Recupero a 
friend, but I’m even more 
proud to call him my dis-
trict 6 city councilor. With 
that said, I stand behind 
him and his motives al-
ways. 

I can say definitive-
ly that, not from what he 
says but how he’s lived 
and helped my communi-
ty, Councillor Recupero's 
character is far from the 
accusations being thrown 
his way by a group of lo-
cal politicians and outside 
activists that I believe at-
tacked a good man for 

their own political gain. 
In his role, Councilor 

Recupero has stood for 
everything we in district 
6 could possibly hope 
our elected official would 
stand for: equity, inclu-
sion, and steadfast leader-
ship that couldn’t care less 
for personal image.

It is no secret why 
Councilor Recupero con-
tinues to get reelected to 
represent one of the most 
diverse districts in the city 
— because he cares about 
all, regardless of race, col-
or, and creed. 

And again, I reiterate, I 
feel as I do because Coun-
cilor Recupero hasn’t only 
talked the talk but he’s 
made sure he’s walked the 
walk in his role as a leader 
in Chelsea. 

As a white man with 
mixed race children, like 
Councilor Recupero, I’ve 
always been proud to be 
surrounded by people of 
all kinds, embracing all 
colors, just as I’ve seen 
Councilor Recupero do 
throughout his time as an 
elected official. During 
his time as councilor, my 
neighborhood went from 
neglected and underrep-
resented to cared for and 
prioritized. We’ve had our 
streets fixed, sidewalks 
made, parks renovated, 
and the overall quality of 
life improved due largely 
to councilor Recupero’s 
relentless fight for the resi-
dents of his heavily Latino 
district. 

Furthermore, I’m writ-
ing today to call on all 
residents to condemn the 
actions of some of our city 
councilors, most visibly 
those of Judith Garcia, 
who insisted on calling for 
an investigation into one 
of the city’s most caring 
and colorful residents with 
no real cause.

As a resident that fol-
lows the actions of our 
governing bodies very 
closely, I openly asked 
myself why? 

Why would the city 
council look to stoke 
flames of divisiveness and 
hatred, especially towards 
one of the best councilors 
the city has to offer its 
people?

Why, I asked myself, 
as one of the most diverse 
and accepting cities in the 
country are we opening 
the doors to hatred and 
false claims of racism? 

Why does Chelsea need 

to be painted as a bad 
place? 

Councilor Garcia’s 
insistence to force the 
council to allocate time 
to investigate Councilor 
Recupero for publicly dis-
cussing his point of view 
of history is noninclusive 
and shameful at the least.

My hope is the peo-
ple of Chelsea are paying 
attention to see through 
these antics and decipher 
for themselves who really 
cares for our communi-
ty and those who want to 
make a happening where 
nothing has happened.

I’m proud of my home. 
I’m proud of the diversity 
here. I’m proud of whom 
we have chosen to repre-
sent us in District 6. And 
I’m damn sure racism 
and white supremacy are 
not things hampering our 
council. 

John and Christoper 
Winam
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Guest Op-ed

American Rescue Plan ‘appalling and outrageous’ for Chelsea

LETTER to the Editor
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By State Senator Sal DiDomenico

When these numbers 
(from the American Res-
cue Act) were brought to 
our attention about two 
weeks ago I couldn’t be-
lieve what I was seeing. I 
immediately contacted our 
Federal Delegation and our 
city leaders to try and find 
a solution. The American 
Rescue Plan was prom-
ised to be the relief that 

we had been waiting for, 
especially for our hardest 
hit communities like Chel-
sea and Everett.  It is both 
appalling and outrageous 
that two of the hardest hit 
communities, and Chelsea 
being ground zero during 
the Covid crisis, are get-
ting a fraction of the fed-
eral funds that neighboring 
communities are getting 
- and many being much 
more affluent. Covid rav-

aged Chelsea and Everett, 
and our residents dealt 
with so much pain, suf-
fering, heartache during 
the past year.  These funds 
were supposed to go to 
disproportionately affect-
ed communities and help 
cities like ours, but this 
obviously did not happen. 
I have spoken to Governor 
Charlie Baker and his team 
to push for some of the oth-
er federal funds to be allo-

cated to Chelsea and Ever-
ett, and I will be working 
with the Governor and our 
elected leaders to bring in 
the needed funds that these 
cities rightfully deserve. I 
am extremely upset that 
my communities did not 
get the help they needed. 
The high hopes we had for 
the American Rescue Plan 
did not come to fruition for 
Chelsea and Everett.

THE FILIBUSTER MUST END
The pros and cons of maintaining the filibuster in the 

U.S. Senate have reached the forefront of political dis-
cussion as never before -- and with good reason. Wheth-
er one believes that the filibuster protects the minority 
from the so-called tyranny of the majority or provides 
a means for the minority to obstruct the majority, the 
filibuster clearly is anti-democratic.

The filibuster is not part of our Constitution. It sim-
ply is a Senate rule upon which the Senate has carved 
out exceptions over the years, most notably for Pres-
idential nominations and budget matters. The latter is 
referred to as reconciliation, which is how President 
Biden’s $1.9 trillion pandemic relief bill was enacted by 
a simple majority, as was the Republicans’ $2 trillion tax 
cut for the ultra-rich in 2017.

The rule allowing a filibuster may have made sense in 
the early 1800s when the U.S. was not divided between 
two parties. Political coalitions were much more fluid in 
the early days of our nation and compromise was com-
mon among senators.

However, after the Civil War, the battle lines were 
drawn between Democrats and the newly-formed Re-
publican party (which only had come into existence in 
1854), principally on the issue of race -- with the Dem-
ocrats from the Solid South coalescing around the issue 
of segregation.

The so-called Dixiecrats -- embodied by Senator 
Strom Thurmond of South Carolina -- used the filibus-
ter from the 1940s through the 1960s in an attempt to 
stymie Civil Rights legislation, especially the Voting 
Rights Act.

Though the racist efforts of Thurmond and others ul-
timately failed (only because the Senate obtained a 2/3 
majority to end filibusters on those issues), the filibuster 
likely will be employed by Senate Republicans to ob-
struct voting reform measures that are necessary today.

The national Republican playbook to limit voting 
among non-white citizens once again is surging. Repub-
lican state legislators have filed more than 200 bills that 
would restrict voting in the coming elections in their 
states. 

The very foundation of our democracy rests on the 
right of every citizen to vote. Legislation presently be-
fore Congress would ensure that voting rights are not 
abridged in any state. However, thanks to the arcane fili-
buster rule, the passage of a new Voting Rights Act faces 
little chance of success in the Senate.

The truth is this: The anti-democratic state efforts to 
limit voting rights most likely will be allowed to pro-
ceed because of the anti-democratic filibuster rule in the 
U.S. Senate -- and unless the Democratic majority in the 
Senate takes steps to abolish the filibuster rule, the Unit-
ed States will have a democracy in name only.

MARVELOUS MARVIN WAS 
A GREAT FIGHTER AND A 

GREAT PERSON
The boxing world lost one of its all-time greats with 

the sudden passing of Marvelous Marvin Hagler this 
past week.

Hagler, a native of Newark who moved to Brockton 
as a teenager, reigned as the undisputed middleweight 
boxing champion of the world for seven years in the 
1980s and is acknowledged as one of the greatest fight-
ers of all time. His bout with Thomas Hearns, which 
lasted about eight minutes, is regarded as the greatest 
three rounds in boxing history.

We were fortunate to see one of Hagler’s title fights 
when we covered his title defense for The Chelsea Re-
cord against Vito “The Mosquito” Antuofermo in the old 
Boston Garden in June, 1981 (we were stunned when 
we realized how long ago that fight was!).

We also had the pleasure of running into the champ 
after he had retired in an elevator in Boston at One 
Devonshire Place in the late 1980s. We only exchanged 
pleasantries, but Hagler’s innate humility, graciousness, 
and sense of humor were apparent in our brief encounter.

Marvelous Marvin Hagler overcame his hard-scrab-
ble background with an unparalleled sense of determi-
nation and hard work to become a world champion. His 
attainment of the pinnacle of his profession serves as a 
model for success in life in any endeavor.

Marvelous Marvin Hagler was a great fighter and a 
great person.

He will be missed.
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OUTDOOR SPRING 
EASTER EGG HUNT

Bring your own basket 
and hop on over to our an-
nual Egg Hunt on March 
27. Children search for 
brightly decorated eggs. 
Public health guidelines 
will be strictly followed. 
Free.  

AGES 2-6 from 10-
10:30am 

AGES 7-10 from 11-
11:30am 

Location: Mary C. 
Burke Complex, 

300 Crescent Avenue
Registration is re-

quired and the deadline is 
Wednesday, March 24.

STREET SWEEPING
Street Sweeping begins 

this month. Please pay 
close attention to posted 
street signs detailing the 
scheduled sweeping days 
on each street. Failure to 
comply will result in a 
parking fine. 

We strongly encourage 
residents to move their 
cars on street sweeping 
days to allow for cleaning. 
It is impossible to keep 
our streets clean if cars 
are not moved. Failure to 
move your car will result 
in a $25.00 ticket.

Find out when the 
sweeping occurs on your 
street on www.chelseama.
gov/StreetSweeping

SCHEDULE 
A VACCINE 
APPOINTMENT

COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion Update: Adults 75 
and over can receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine start-
ing on February 1 using 
the statewide website. 
Find more details on the 
vaccination eligibility, 
vaccination locations and 
information for booking 
appointments at mass.
gov/covidvaccine

FOOD DELIVERY 
PROGRAM FOR 
COVID-POSITIVE

Did you recently test 

positive for COVID-19 
and have to quarantine? If 
so, you are eligible to re-
ceive food delivered right 
to your home. The City of 
Chelsea will deliver a box 
of assorted veggies, fruit 
and other healthy grocer-
ies.

To sign up, Chelsea res-
idents can dial 3-1-1 and 
request information re-
garding the City of Chel-
sea’s Emergency Food 
program. (And thank you 
for staying home and 
taking precautions to re-
duce the risk of spreading 
COVID-19 to others!)

RESIDENTIAL 
PARKING STICKER 
EXTENDED

The residential parking 
sticker has been extended 
until February 2022 in or-
der to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. The current 
sticker expiring on Febru-
ary 28, 2021 will be valid 
until February 28, 2022. 

All other permits/stick-
ers will expire on Febru-
ary 28, 2021.

HOMEOWNERS 
STABILIZATION 
PROGRAM

•Phase 2 
The City will soon be 

accepting applications for 
Phase 2 of the program. 
Phase 2 was funded with 

$750.00 from the Chelsea 
City Council. Phase 2 el-
igibility is broader than 
Phase 1. You may apply if 
you make up to 100% of 
AMI. Information about 
Phase 2 will be coming 
soon.

COVID-19 FREE 
TESTING

The Stop the Spread 
testing site has moved 
and is now offering free, 
indoor COVID-19 testing 
at 35 Fourth St. It is avail-
able to everyone through 
March 31. There is no 
longer any testing going 
on at City Hall or Chelsea 
Square.

The hours are:
•Monday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday – 2-6 p.m.
•Wednesday and Friday 

– 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
•Saturday and Sunday 

– 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Pre-register online and 

save time.

MGH OFFERS FREE 
COVID TESTING VAN

The MGH COVID-19 
testing van will be avail-
able to Chelsea residents 
every Tuesday from 2-6 
p.m. in the parking lot at 
the La Colaborativa ware-
house, 25 Sixth St. Walk-
in testing is available for 
individuals who primar-
ily live, work and go to 
school in Chelsea.

Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Have you ever thought 
changing jobs? Have you 
ever aspired to be a col-
lege basketball coach? 
Now is a great time to get 
your resume together. 

John Calipari is the 
University of Ken-
tucky men’s basketball 
coach.  His pay this year 
is over $8 million. He 
has a lifetime contract 
worth 86 million dol-
lars. In the eyes of the 
basketball world the UK 
basketball coaching job 
has been one of the most 
desired jobs in college 
sports. However, big pay 
doesn’t come easy Cali-
pari has led Kentucky to 
one NCAA Champion-
ship, four final fours and 
he has had 26 twenty-win 
game seasons throughout 
his career. Although this 
year his 9 wins and 16 
losses hasn’t gone over 
too well with many of 
Kentucky’s fans

Calipari is the highest 
paid college basketball 
coach there are others 
who do very well. Mike 
Krzyzewski of Duke will 
earn $7 million this sea-
son. Jay Wright of Villa-
nova will earn $6 million. 
Chris Beard of Texas 
Tech is scheduled to earn 
$5,050.00. Rick Barnes 
of Tennessee will earn 

$4,950.00.  Roy Williams 
of North Carolina will 
earn up to $4 million. 
Tom Izzo of Michigan 
State will earn $3,984.00. 
And, the list goes on. 
Chris Mack, Louisville, 
$4 million. Brad Under-
wood, Illinois, $4 mil-
lion. Larry Krystkowiak, 
Utah, $3,961.519. Bob 
Huggins, West Virginia 
$4,050.000. UCLA coach 
Mike Cronin $3,600.00. 
Scott Drew of Baylor 
$3,350,000. There are 
50-60 college coaches 
making $2 million a year 
but it does drop for many 
others. Kyle Smith of 
Washington State makes 
$1.4 million. Steve Al-
ford for Nevada is mak-
ing $500,000. Johnny 
Jones of Texas Southern 
will be paid $250,000. 

Rick Pitino who came 
back from coaching pro-
fessional basketball in 
Greece will earn just 
over $1 million dollars 
at Iona. This is a far cry 
from the $70 million-dol-
lar contract he had with 
the Boston Celtics. His 
package had also reached 
over $5 million per year 
before he left Louisville. 

The list of coaches is 
too long to name them all 
with many more making 
between $1 million to 
over $2 million per year. 
There are many, many 

coaches making much 
smaller salaries. 

The point is if you 
are looking for a career 
change you might con-
sider college basketball 
coaching. Brad Stevens 
wanted to be a coach. He 
went to Butler in Indi-
ana to be a volunteer in 
the Bulldog’s program. 
He became the assistant 
coach and then a very 
successful head coach. 
Butler moved him from 
free to over $1 million 
per year by the time he 
left. Today he now makes 
over $3.6 million per 
year as the head coach of 
the Boston Celtics. Not 
bad for starting out as a 
volunteer. So, find a job 
waiting tables to feed 
yourself. Volunteer for a 
good basketball program. 
Work very hard. Earn 
yourself an assistant’s 
job and you might end up 
coaching a great basket-
ball program and making 
several million a year. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

March madness – would you like to coach?

Guest Op-ed

NEWS Briefs by Seth Daniel

By Cary Shuman

He is a Chelsea leg-
end in every sense of the 
word: coaching, teaching, 
parenting – and of course, 
competing in high school 
and collegiate sports.

And the last person who 
would describe himself in 
that way would be Joseph 
Bevere Sr. himself, who 
will celebrate his 90th 
birthday next week.

He is above all modest 
about his incredible ath-
letic career that earned 
him a scholarship to 
Drake University in Iowa 
where he became a Col-
lier’s Magazine Division 
1 All-American punter. 
Yes, Joe Bevere was the 
best punter in the land in 
1951, even eclipsing BU’s 
Harry Agganis on that es-
teemed list. While a tryout 
with the National Football 
League was an option, Joe 
Bevere went on to fight for 
his country in the Korean 
War before returning to 
Drake to receive his de-
gree.

The Joe Bevere story 
begins in Chelsea

Joseph Bevere Sr. grew 
up in Chelsea and attended 
Our Lady of Grace School 
through eighth grade. He 
went to Carter Junior High 
Schol for ninth grade and 
graduated from Chelsea 
High in 1949.

He was a multi-talented 
athlete while wearing the 
Chelsea High Red Devils 
uniform. He was captain 
of the football team and 
baseball team his senior 
year and named the most 
outstanding athlete in his 
class.

Playing before packed 
stadiums in Chelsea and 
Everett, Bevere was twice 
named the MVP of the 
famous Chelsea-Everett 
Thanksgiving Game.

Raising a family
in Chelsea

Joe Bevere Sr. met the 
love of his life, Kay Fran-
cis Cameron Bevere and 
they married in 1961.

Together at their home 
on Lawrence Street close 
to the high school where 
Joe Bevere first made a 
name for himself in sports, 
Joe and Kay Bevere raised 
three beautiful and per-
sonable children, Jackie, 
Jolene, and Joe Jr. 

Jackie and Jolene were 
each crowned Miss Chel-
sea in local pageants and 
later captained Chelsea 
High cheerleading teams. 
Jackie is currently the 
principal of the John Sil-
ber Learning Center in 
Chelsea. Jolene is also a 
success in her career. Joe 
Jr. is nobly protecting 
and serving the people of 
Chelsea as a sergeant in 
the Chelsea Police Depart-
ment.

Larry Notkin is among 
many in Chelsea who 
knows of the athletic ac-
complishments of both 
Joe Bevere Sr. and Joe 

Bevere Jr.
“Joe Bevere was a 

tremendous athlete and 
highly respected school-
teacher,” said Notkin. “He 
and his wife, Kay, were so 
supportive and proud of 
their three children. You’d 
never know that Joe Bev-
ere was an All-American 
football player by talking 
to him. He never spoke of 
his own achievements in 
sports. He was very hum-
ble.”

Notkin said he also had 
the honor of coaching Joe 
Bevere Jr. in the Chelsea 
Youth Baseball League. 
As a former umpire in the 
Chelsea Little League, he 
recognized early on the 
towering talents and in-
credible potential of Joe 
Bevere Jr.

“I drafted Joe Jr. with 
our No. 1 pick,” recalled 
Notkin. “He lived up to 
all the expectations. We 
(the Royals) won multiple 
championships. He was an 
amazing pitcher and short-
stop, but I put him in the 
outfield when he wasn’t 
pitching so I could rest his 
arm. He was the MVP, one 
of the best players I ever 
coached.”

Joe Jr., no doubt inher-
iting his father’s prowess, 
was also the No. 1 draft 
pick in the Chelsea Youth 
Baseball League. Consid-
ering basketball was prob-
ably his fourth best sport, 
it speaks to the widely 
held belief that Joe Bev-
ere Jr. may be the best all-
around in the city’s history 
-though he took his moun-
tain of talents to Malden 
Catholic (and later San 
Diego City College).

Coaching at 
Chelsea High School
After starting his career 

as a substitute teacher in 
Everett, Joe Bevere Sr. 
became a full-time teach-
er at Williams Junior High 
School in 1961. In 1962, 
he started his head coach-
ing career as the head 
coach of the Chelsea High 
baseball team.

His teams representing 
Chelsea High, the smallest 
school in the Greater Bos-
ton League, were always 
the most fundamentally 
sound and sportsman-
like. Joe Bevere Sr. was 
a teacher first and coach 
second, instilling in his 
players lessons about life 
that they would carry with 
them for a lifetime.

Bevere’s 1975 CHS 
baseball team, led by 
such outstanding players 
as Bobby Spinney, Mike 
Lush, Robert Ham, Kevin 
Veator, Tom Duval, Jerry 
Dion, Bobby Rogers, and 
David Nalchajian, cap-
tured the Division 2 East-
ern Mass. championship. 

Councillor-at-Large 
Leo Robinson fondly re-
members Joe Bevere as 
a coach and one of his 
teachers at the Williams 
School.

“He was one of my fa-
vorite all-time teachers,” 
recalled Robinson. “He 
taught you about life and 
he taught you discipline. 
He was a fair man and 
good man and most of all 
I can say he is my friend 
from seventh grade, eighth 
grade and ninth grade in 
the Williams School all 
the way up until today.”

Enjoying his retirement
Joe Bevere retired from 

coaching in 1990 after 28 
years and from teaching in 
1993 after a distinguished 
32-year career.

He is enjoying his re-
tirement and loves spend-
ing time with his grand-
children. He lives part of 
the year in Florida away 
from the cold winters of 
New England.

“We are very proud of 
our father and know that 
our mother Kay has been 
looking down over Dad 
and us since she left us 
in 2005,” said Joe Bevere 
Jr. speaking on behalf of 
Jackie and Jolene as well.

Joe Bevere Jr. also re-
lated in his eloquent words 
why his father was so be-
loved and respected by his 
students and players.

“My father had a posi-
tive influence on the many 
students that he taught and 
coached throughout his 
career,” said Joe Jr. “He 
wasn’t the easiest coach 
or teacher, but he taught 
them the right way to live 
their lives and be success-
ful.”

And for that, there are 
grateful Chelsea High 
graduates everywhere that 
wish Joe Bevere a happy 
90th birthday and contin-
ued health in his retire-
ment.

A Benchmark for Coach Joe
Family, friends, set to celebrate Bevere’s 90th birthday

Joe Bevere Sr., pictured 
during his career as the 
head coach of the Chelsea 
High School baseball team.

Joe Bevere Sr., pictured 
during his career as a teach-
er in the Chelsea school 
system.

The Department of 
Public Health (DPH) an-
nounced Tuesday that 
the first case of the P.1 
COVID-19 variant of 
concern, which originat-
ed in Brazil, has been de-
tected in Massachusetts. 
The individual is a wom-
an in her 30s who resides 
in Barnstable County on 
Cape Cod.

DPH was notified of 
her test results from ge-
netic sequencing con-
ducted through the US 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s na-
tional surveillance sys-

tem. Currently, there is 
no information available 
on the woman’s illness or 
whether she has recently 
traveled. She tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 in late 
February.

As of Tuesday, there 
have been 213 cases of 
the B.1.1.7 variant, origi-
nally found in the United 
Kingdom, and 6 cases of 
the B.1.351, which orig-
inated in South Africa, 
reported in Massachu-
setts. The B.1.1.7 variant 
is known to spread more 
easily and has caused a 
rapid surge of cases in 

the UK, several other 
countries, and parts of the 
United States.

The best defense 
against variants of con-
cern is to prevent the 
spread of COVID.

This includes wearing 
a mask, social distancing, 
avoiding groups, staying 
home when you are sick, 
getting tested if you have 
symptoms or are identi-
fied as a close contact of 
someone with COVID, 
and getting vaccinated 
when it is your turn.

First Case of the P.1 COVID-19 variant reported

IN-PERSON GRADUATION SET FOR CHS
The Chelsea Public Schools announced this week that they 
are going to begin planning for a full, in-person gradua-
tion ceremony for Chelsea High School on Saturday, June 
12, and Sunday, June 13. It will be held in Chelsea Stadium 
and will have social-distancing guidelines in place.
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By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea Public 
Schools (CPS) has made 
a quick change of plans in 
the last week, going from 
a conservative plan to stay 
all-remote, to now moving 
towards a full, in-person 
school schedule five days 
a week – and hopefully 
getting this done by April 
5.

Supt. Almi Abeyta said 
considering the lower case 

numbers and metrics for 
COVID-19 in Chelsea, 
and the state’s guidance to 
return elementary school 
students by early April, 
and middle school by late 
April, they have reversed 
course and are pursuing a 
full return to school. That 
said, any family that wants 
to opt-out and remain re-
mote the rest of the year 
still can do so without 
penalty. That said, there 
seems to be a growing 

number of families sur-
veyed that want their kids 
to get back into school full 
time, said Abeyta.

“We have decided 
we’re going to skip hybrid 
altogether and go to full 
in-person,” she said. “We 
are at 60 percent of K-4 
families that want their 
kids back and 40 percent 
that want to stay home. We 
can bring them back in at a 
3-foot distance. The ques-
tion that’s still out there is 

can we do it by April 5?”
There were 1,200 re-

sponses from families in 
grades K-4, which would 
be the first group to return 
to school under the plan, 
and of those, 58 percent 
wanted to have their kids 
go back to school five days 
a week. That was a dra-
matic shift from a survey 
taken in January, which 
showed most parents be-
ing more comfortable 
with remote schooling 
and happy with the re-
mote curriculum. It seems 
that momentum alongside 
lower COVID rates have 
reversed attitudes about 
school.

“Some chose remote 
and they say now they 
want in-person,” she said. 
“We need to identify who 

want to change and then 
make the shift. We can do 
it but it’s a matter of mak-
ing sure all the pieces fall 
into place and quickly. It’s 
been expedited.”

She said they are cur-
rently in negotiations with 
the Chelsea Teachers As-
sociation on the specifics 
of coming back. However, 
she said, one of the stick-
ing points has been teach-
er vaccinations. Already, 
one teacher vaccine clin-
ic sponsored by the City 
and East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC) has taken place 
last Saturday. Another is 
scheduled for March 20, 
and a third is in the works.

That is being combined 
with vigorous testing us-
ing the binx test system.

Last week, they had 25 
volunteers submit to test-
ing under the auspices of 
a new health team that is 
coordinating the effort. 
The tests were taken, ana-
lyzed, and all 25 came out 
negative.

The overall effort is be-
ing coordinated by Adam 
Deleidi and Denise Ferrari 
DiResta. However, they 
have hired this week three 
band level testing coordi-
nators – one for the ELC/
Elementary, one for Mid-
dle School and one for 
high school.

“There is a lot of coor-
dination and it takes time 
to distribute tests and 
schedule everything,” she 
said. “You have to have 
people to focus on the 
work. We’re learning from 
schools that went ahead of 
us in these uncharted ter-
ritories.”

SEND US 
YOUR NEWS

The Record 
encourages 

residents to submit 
engagement, 

wedding and birth 
announcements, 
news releases, 
business and 

education briefs, 
sports stories 
and photos for 

publication. Items 
should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.  Items 
can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  

We also encourage 
readers to e-mail 
news releases and 

photos to 
deb@reverejournal.

com

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Send us Your 
Eggstra Special Eggstra Special 
Person or Pet this Person or Pet this 
Easter seasonEaster season

Photos will be published on March 31Photos will be published on March 31stst and April 1 and April 1stst

Revere Journal   |   East Boston Times
Chelsea Record   |   Everett Independent
Winthrop Transcript   |   Lynn Journal 

Please send your photo to 
 PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM
with the following information:

Name (first only), phone number and Publication(s) of choice

HOP TO IT....HOP TO IT....

School UpdateS

DISTRICT UPDATES
•As we come up on 

one year from when the 
District closed down due 
to the pandemic.  We cel-
ebrate our Chelsea Com-
munity and their resilience 
during this unprecedented 
year.  Below is a message 
from a CPS parent that 
reminds us all that our 
work does not go un no-
ticed.  TOGETHER WE 
ARE BETTER!

“As a parent for the past 
10 years of three Chelsea 
Public Schools students 
I just want to give a spe-
cial thanks to some AWE-
SOME teachers that have 
gone above and beyond.  
Also that gratitude that 
I feel with the resources 
that have been provided 
for us as parents.  Today 
marks a year that our chil-
dren have been home.  At 
that moment I do not be-
lieve that any of us were 
prepared for what was to 
come.  As many proba-
bly were expecting is that 
schools would be open in 
2 weeks, then probably in 
a few months but never 
in my mind would I have 
thought that this pandemic 
will change our lives as it 
has.  Communication from 
the schools was always 
and is so GREAT,  I’ve 
received emails, texts, 
messages in Class Dojo, 
phone calls.  There defi-
nitely has not been a time 
that I’ve felt clueless or 

without guidance of what 
happening with my chil-
dren’s education.  I feel 
optimistic as we are get-
ting more info regarding 
school openings.

We are coming to the 
end and seeing that light 
at the end of the tunnel.  
Has it been easy? Not at 
all but what I’m certain of 

and overly pleased is of 
the CPS System.  My kids 
and myself were provided 
with all the tools needed 
to make Remote Learning 
manageable and almost 
stress free.  Thank you to 
all that made these events 
and items possible for our 
CPS students and parents: 
Chromebooks, Internet 

access, Supplies, school 
breakfast & lunch, Infor-
mation Sessions for Par-
ents (Seesaw, Class Dojo, 
Internet Safety, Reopen-
ing Schools, Supporting 
My Child, Coffee Hour) 
and even the distribution 
of Pajamas & Backpacks 
also by having Spirit Days 
and many Virtual activi-
ties.

Thank you to ALL the 
CPS Teachers & Staff but 
these teachers are one of 
a KIND (Patient, Loving, 
Helpful, Respectful, Posi-
tive etc.)

BERKOWITZ 
SCHOOL UPDATES
•At the 100th day of 

School celebration on 
Monday March 8,

Berkowitz School first 
grader Hichem showed off 
his 100th Day celebration 
artwork.

HOOKS SCHOOL 
UPDATES

•The Hooks School 
hosted over 30 guest read-
ers this week for our cel-
ebration of Read Across 
America. Readers includ-
ed CPS administrators, 
community members, Dr. 
Abeyta, Assistant Princi-
pal Dore, Principal Clark, 
Assistant Principal Mr. 
Machado and former 
Hooks principal Mrs. Lu-
barsky. Dr. Abeyta read 
‘The Dot’ and students 
sent her drawings of dots 

to thank her. 
•On Monday, March 

8, students celebrated the 
100th day of school in 
math.  In Ms. O’Neill’s 
fourth grade class, parents 
were invited to come into 
our Zooms and partici-
pate in a 100th day math 
activity with their child. 
Students had so much fun 
getting to work with the 
parents and showing them 
fraction and bar graph 
making skills.

EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER UPDATES
•Miss Ashley and Miss 

Annie’s class are getting 
ready for St. Patrick’s 
Day and drew some lepre-
chauns.

•Ms. Frometa was a 
special guest reader in Ms. 
Jamie’s Kindergarten class 
last Friday. The class read 
a story then drew pictures 
of things they practiced to 
learn how to do. The class 
came up with many great 
ideas such as learning how 
to ride a bike or a scooter, 
catch butterflies, and even 
how to ride on a zipline.

•Mrs. Fowler’s class 
read books this week 
about What is in the Sky!

Students had fun draw-
ing their own star constel-
lations.

SOKOLOWSKI 
SCHOOL UPDATES
•Mr. F’s third grade 

class was honored to 

have School Committee 
Chairwoman Kelly Garcia 
Mirza as a special guest 
this past Monday, March 
8. She talked to us about 
growing up in Chelsea 
and about her work as 
the Chairwoman of the 
Chelsea School Commit-
tee. She also read a great 
biography of Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez for us as 
part of our celebration of 
Women’s History Month. 
After that, we had a great 
discussion about ways to 
make the world better and 
the importance of having 
our students’ voices be 
heard. It was inspiring to 
hear from someone like 
her who is dedicated to 
making a positive impact 
in her community.

MORRIS H. SEIGAL 
CLARK AVE. UPDATES

•Students in the Clark 
Avenue Middle School 
online learning center 
completed technology ed-
ucation projects while in 
school. We are proud of 
our students efforts and 
perseverance.

WRIGHT SCIENCE 
& TECH. ACADEMY 

UPDATES
•Congratulations to 8th 

Grader, Shania Alarcon 
Portillo from the WSTA 
for having her artwork 
chosen for the Annual 
Budget Cover.

TESTING READY

The District health department has been working hard 
preparing and training for the upcoming COVID Pooled 
Testing program. Officials said they are so grateful for all of 
the behind the scenes work preparing for this initiative and 
getting ready to scale. This has truly been a team effort, 
and it has been a lot of work.

 Chelsea Schools propose to skip hybrid, move to five-days in-person
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Length of 
Symptoms

Cough

Wheezing

Shortness
of Breath
Chest
Tightness/
pain
Rapid
breathing

Sneezing

Runny or
stuffy nose

Sore throat

Fever

Feeling
tired and
weak

Headaches

Body aches
and pains
Diarrhea,
nausea and
vomiting

Chills

Loss of
taste or
smell

7-25 days

Common
(usually dry)

No

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

No

Rare

Sometimes

Common

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Sometimes

Less than
14 days

Common
(mild)

No**

No**

No**

No**

Common

Common

Common

Short fever
period

Sometimes

Rare

Common

Rare

No

Rare

7-14 days

Common
(usually dry)

No**

No**

No**

No**

No

Sometimes

Sometimes

Common

Common

Common

Common

Sometimes

Sometimes

Rare

Several
weeks

Rare
(usually dry unless
it triggers asthma)

No**

No**

No**

No**

Common

Common

Sometimes
(usually mild)

No

Sometimes

Sometimes
(related to
sinus pain)

No

No

No

Rare

Can start quickly
or last for hours 

or longer
Common
(can be dry or 

wet/productive)

Common

Common

Common

Common

No***

No***

No***

No

Sometimes

Rare

No

No

No

No

Symptoms
Coronavirust

(COVID-19)
Symptoms rang

from mild to severs

Cold
General onset
of symptoms

Flu
Abrupt onset 
of symptoms

Seasonal
Allergies

Abrupt onset 
of symptoms

Asthma
Gradual or abrupt

onset of 
symptoms

Your symptoms may vary. tInformation is still evolving. Many people may not have symptoms. *If your quick-relief medicine is 
not helping your asthma symptoms, or if you are in the Red Zone on your Asthma Action Plan, call your health care provider 
or seek medical attention immediately. **Allergies, colds and flus can all trigger asthma which can lead to shortness of breath, 
chest tightness/pain and rapid breathing. COVID-19 is the only one associated with shortness of breath in its own. ***If you 
have allergic asthma, you may have symptoms of both asthma and allergies at the same time.
Sources: Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America. World Health Organization, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
               edited 8/25/20 • aafa.org/covid19

Staff Report

Superintendent David 
DiBarri is pleased to share 
that Northeast Metro Tech 
carpentry students recent-
ly started building a base-
ball dugout at North Read-
ing High School. 

“This is the type of 
project that really fits in 
well with our mission and 
culture here at Northeast 
Metro Tech,” Superinten-
dent DiBarri said. “Our 
students are gaining expe-
rience in the field, on a fun 
project that gives directly 

back to their community.”
“The great thing about 

career technical education 
and vocational education 
is the hands-on learning 
aspect,” said Northeast 
Metro Tech’s Vocational 
Dean Dave Fabrizio. “The 
opportunity for our stu-
dents to build a structure 
like this not only benefits 
them, it also benefits the 
town of North Reading 
and North Reading High 
School for years to come. 
The skills that our students 
are learning on a daily ba-
sis will enhance their ca-

reer opportunities in the 
future.”

The collaborative proj-
ect between Northeast 
Metro Tech and North 
Reading High School has 
been in the works for sev-
eral years. The dugouts 
were designed in 2019 
by Connor Andrews, an 
alumni of Northeast Met-
ro Tech’s Drafting and 
Design program currently 
studying at the Wentworth 
Institute of Technology. 

“As a member of the 
Northeast School Com-
mittee it makes me proud 
to be part of helping our 
communities with projects 
needed in their cities and 
towns,” said Northeast 

Metro Tech School Com-
mittee Member Judith 
Dyment. “I know our staff 
and students take pride 
when they are part of do-
ing this as well and love to 
see their work completed 
and enjoyed by many. I 
enjoy watching our stu-
dents completing the proj-
ect at North Reading High 
school as I pass by know-
ing the joy it will bring to 
the high school students 
for many years!”

Initially, construction 
for the project was slated 
to begin in March 2020, 
but was ultimately post-
poned until this March 
due to the pandemic. 

Approximately 35 

juniors and seniors in 
Northeast Metro Tech’s 
carpentry program began 
working on the project 
on March 2. Students are 
being overseen by their in-
structors Armen Khodav-
erdian, the site manager, 
and Bob Calla, carpentry 
instructor, and are work-
ing on the project five 
days a week. Students and 
staff hope to complete the 
project this spring.

“During the pandemic, 
it is important that I get 
hands-on training,” said 
Gloria Lanzi, a senior and 
Malden resident. “It is im-
portant to get out and learn 
different skills. I especial-

ly like this project because 
it is a structure that will be 
used and enjoyed by oth-
ers.”

Students participating 
in the project have the 
opportunity to practice 
hands-on skills including 
measuring, layout work, 
cutting, leveling, drilling, 
fastening, assembling, 
framing, exterior trim, 
erecting scaffolding and 
roofing. 

Northeast Metro Tech’s 
carpentry program has 
participated in similar 
projects previously with 
area baseball fields as 
well. 

From left: Instructor Armen Khodaverdian; Emmanuel 
Gil, a senior of Revere; Esaw Solis, a senior, of Saugus; and 
Christopher Quinom, a senior, of Chelsea.

Northeast Voke carpentry students build a dugout

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NORTHEAST METRO TECH

Keyly Cruz, a senior, of Chelsea is one of approximately 
35 Northeast Metro Tech students working to build the 
dugout. 

David Romero, a senior, of Chelsea moves a pallet.
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HEARING HELD 
ON TENANT 
DISPLACEMENT

East Boston  - City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards 
held a hearing with the 
Boston City Council’s 
Committee on Govern-
ment Operations to rec-
ommend passage of her 
ordinance extending and 
enhancing protections for 
tenants facing displace-
ment by condominium or 
cooperative conversion. 

As Chair of the Boston 
City Council’s Committee 
on Government Opera-
tions, Edwards ordinance 
will strengthen existing 
protections afforded by 
the current ordinance in 
light of the rapid increase 
of small apartment build-
ings being converted to 
condominiums in East 
Boston and throughout the 
city. 

Since 1983, the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts has afforded munici-
palities the option to enact 
protections for tenants re-
siding in properties subject 
to condominium conver-
sion. Boston’s condomini-
um conversion ordinance, 
updated in 2014, affords 
residents of covered prop-
erties a notice period, right 
of first refusal to purchase 
their unit, relocation assis-
tance, just cause eviction, 
and relocation benefits if 
the unit is converted to a 
condominium. 

Edwards explained 
the ordinance increas-
es relocation benefits for 
residents facing displace-
ment, provides additional 
notice requirements, and 
establishes a condo con-
version permit and no-
tification system within 
the City of Boston’s Of-
fice of Housing Stability 
and Inspectional Services 
Department. In addition, 
the ordinance establishes 
a look back period of 12 
months which will assist 
in determining whether 
the tenants are provided 
all of their rights and ben-
efits in cases of a building 
clear out.

“The proposed language 
strengthens the current or-
dinance, closes loopholes, 
and further protects ten-
ants from displacement 
during this citywide rental 
housing emergency,” says 
Councilor Edwards. “I’d 
like to thank my Boston 
City Council colleagues, 
especially City Councilor 
Ed Flynn, Chief of Hous-
ing Sheila Dillon and Tim 
Davis at the Department 
of Neighborhood Ser-
vices, and all administra-
tion officials who worked 
diligently to make this 
happen”.

Last year, Councilors 
and administration offi-
cials held a hearing and 
working session on July 
27, 2020 and October 15, 
2020 examining issues of 
building clearouts that oc-
cured prior to a building 
owner starting the formal 
process to convert a build-
ing. 

The aim of hearing and 
working sessions was to 
increase the relocation 
assistance provided in 
order to better reflect the 
economic realities of the 
current rental market, and 
expand the groups cov-
ered by the ordinance be-
yond protected classes to 
include families with chil-
dren and tenants that have 
lived in a unit for longer 
than five years.

“I support this propos-
al,” said Councilor Ed 
Flynn. “I want to strength-
en the ordinance like we 
all do, and look forward to 
seeing what we can do to 
provide more protections 
for our seniors, persons 
with disabilities and our 
immigrant neighbors to 
make sure Boston is a city 

for, for all.”
Councilor Michael Fla-

herty thanked Edwards for 
her advocacy on this issue. 

“I look forward to 
working on this and to 
continue to improve the 
quality of life for folks 
that have been faced with 
eviction,” said Flaherty. 
“We have a responsibility 
as a government to try to 
protect our residents and 
neighbors and keep them 
in their homes, particular-
ly those that are born and 
raised in neighborhoods. 
Through no fault of their 
own, through speculation 
and investment, they’re 
being squeezed out of their 
property. Rents continue 
to creep up so anything 
we can do to keep people 
in their homes and to give 
them whatever support 
they can as tenants being 
evicted I say, ‘sign me up.’ 
So I appreciate the work 
Councilor Edwards is do-
ing.”

District 9 City Coun-
cilor Liz Breadon also 
thanked Edwards for her 
leadership and added, “I 
really want to echo the 
sentiments of my col-
leagues that this is critical-
ly critically important in 
protecting folks who are 
vulnerable to eviction and 
displacement by condo 
conversions.”

Chief Dillon said the 
previous ordinance had 
too many loopholes. 

“We all are here to ex-
tend the condo conver-
sion ordinance that wasn’t 
strong enough,” said Dil-
lon. “It had too many loop-
holes and it needed to be 
strengthened. What we’re 
discussing here today is 
really going to make a 
difference for tenants and 
it’s going to be harder for 
them to be displaced so 
(developers) can achieve a 
condo conversion.”

MICHLEWITZ 
BACKS SANTIAGO 
FOR MAYOR

East Boston  - Just over 
a week after Jon Santiago 
launched his campaign, 
State Representative Aar-
on Michlewitz from the 
North End has endorsed 
Jon Santiago for Mayor of 
Boston.

“I am proud to endorse 
Jon Santiago for Mayor of 
Boston. Our city stands on 
the precipice of a new era 
of leadership and I know 
Jon’s experience as a 
doctor, a veteran, a Peace 
Corps volunteer, and as a 
state representative make 
him the most qualified 
to lead us into that new 
era,” said Representative 
Michlewitz. “He will help 
us recover as a city and re-
gion.” 

Michlewitz represents 
the Third Suffolk Dis-
trict, which comprises 
the neighborhoods of 
the North End, Water-
front, Chinatown, South 
End, Downtown, Leath-
er District, Bay Village, 
and portions of the West 
End, Beacon Hill and the 
Back Bay. In 2019, he was 
named Chair of the House 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee and continues to hold 
that post. Born and raised 
in the North End, Rep. 
Michlewitz and Santiago 
have delivered for Boston 
neighborhoods on a va-
riety of legislative initia-
tives including COVID-19 
relief, landmark education 
reform, transportation in-
vestments, and the expan-
sion of affordable housing.

“Having worked with 
Chairman Michlewitz on 
Beacon Hill to deliver ur-
gently needed results for 
our city and state, I’ve 
seen firsthand how much 
he cares about our city 
and expanding opportuni-
ty for all,” Santiago said. 
“I am humbled to receive 

his endorsement and look 
forward to working with 
him and community lead-
ers throughout Boston to 
bring our city back stron-
ger than ever.” 

Jon Santiago is cur-
rently serving his second 
term as the State Repre-
sentative for the 9th Suf-
folk District representing 
the South End, Roxbury, 
Back Bay, and Fenway 
neighborhoods of Bos-
ton. He is an emergency 
room physician employed 
at Boston Medical Center, 
the city’s safety net hospi-
tal. He serves as a captain 
in the U.S. Army Reserve 
and has deployed over-
seas. Prior to these experi-
ences, Santiago served as 
a Peace Corps volunteer in 
the Dominican Republic. 
He lives in the South End 
with his wife, Alexandra.

TEACHERS 
QUICKLY MOVE TO 
GET VACCINATED

EVERETT - A lot of 
noise has been heard over 
the past two months on 
the outside in the whole 
teacher vaccination de-
bate in Everett, but on the 
inside many teachers had 
been struggling internally 
with the idea of serving 
their students or preserv-
ing their health.

It was a tough intersec-
tion for the district’s many 
hundreds of teachers, but 
one that has been resolved 
this week as President Joe 
Biden and Gov. Charlie 
Baker cleared the way for 
teachers to get vaccinated 
last week, and many now 
have already received 
their first doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

It couldn’t have come 
at a better time either, as 
Everett Public Schools 
educators have a tenta-
tive agreement to return 
to school buildings this 
month.

“I got my first dose at 
Gillette over the weekend 
and it was smooth as silk,” 
said Everett Teachers As-
sociation President Kim 
Auger. “I was very, very 
pleased at how it went…
It really makes us look at 
going back in a far dif-
ferent way. We will keep 
our social distancing and 
protocols…I do feel like 
it is a relief. It’s in your 
arm and you’re like, ‘Oh 
my it’s been a year.’ It felt 
a little bit of relief, but we 
are still social distancing 
and wearing masks in our 
home.”

Teacher Jennifer Cuth-
bert said she felt the 
same way. As a 42-year-
old fifth-grade teacher at 
the Webster School, she 
wasn’t likely to be vacci-
nated under the old sys-
tem any time soon. So, 
going back without the 
protection of a vaccine 
was nerve-wracking, she 
said.

As a veteran, and with 
the teaching vaccination 
debate being settled last 
week, she was able to 
get an appointment and 
will be vaccinated before 
school starts, she said.

“It’s huge for me,” she 
said. “It’s a huge sense 
of relief. Being in a class 
with 20-plus kids in a 
small room with mask off 
to eat lunch – that’s the 
plan I heard – it was nerve 
wracking. It’s a tough sit-
uation and I get it. A lot 
of parents have children 
at home and might have 
to go to work. However, 
my mom just had a brain 
tumor and had surgery so 
that was a main concern 
for me.”

Middle School teacher 
Keith Spencer echoed that 
sentiment, saying he was 
able to get his first vaccine 
about 30 minutes from 
his home. While he went 
through the wringer last 

Thursday, March 4, to get 
his appointment, he said 
finally getting it change 
everything.

“Personally, getting 
vaccinated before going 
back was at the top of my 
list,” he said. “I’m from a 
family that has issues with 
immunity. I don’t have 
immunity issues myself, 
but I was concerned with 
that. I understand trans-
mission rates and stuff but 
I know we also haven’t 
crowded 30 to 35 kids in 
a room at the school. I 
wanted to get kids back 
here, but I was also hoping 
we would get the priority 
as essential people. I was 
quite disappointed when 
the governor didn’t make 
us a priority when school 
opening was a priority.

“For me, it was an es-
sential thing,” he contin-
ued. “I wasn’t going to 
apply for medical paper-
work. I would have gone 
back to the classroom 
without a vaccination, but 
it was tough. I’m glad I 
didn’t have to make that 
decision.”

That decision has been 
weighing on Spencer and 
other teachers in the dis-
trict. Many in the admin-
istration have been push-
ing for vaccination, but in 
absence of that, they have 
also been pushing to get 
in-person learning avail-
able to students and fam-
ilies. That’s in large part 
because a majority of fam-
ilies are ready to send their 
children back to school. 
Everett tried to initiate a 
pilot program to vacci-
nate teachers in February, 
but that was squelched by 
Gov. Baker before it could 
happen – pitting teachers 
against some students and 
families on the return dis-
cussion.

“It just didn’t feel 
right,” said Spencer. “I felt 
like things that went on in 
our state over the last few 
weeks put us in that situ-
ation to where we had to 
choose between our stu-
dents and our own person-
al safety. I was thinking 
about what happened if 
I got sick. I love my job 
and my students and what 
I do, but I was nervous 
about going back. I don’t 
think anyone should have 
to be put in a situation 
where they have to choose 
between their health and 
their job.”

Spencer said he is to re-
ceive his second dose of 

the vaccine in early April, 
just before he is scheduled 
to return. With that confi-
dence, he said he is ready 
to be back – not that he 
wasn’t before – but that he 
can do his job without the 
nagging concern of being 
unprotected at work.

“If you’re a teacher and 
truly love what you do, 
you know the best way 
to teach your students is 
in-person learning,” he 
said. “I’m ready to go 
back.”

Teachers across the 
school system are to re-
port back to the classroom 
on March 22 as part of a 
tentative agreement with 
the district.

FIRE DEPT. CALLS 
ARE DOWN IN 2020

EVERETT - The Ever-
ett Fire Department is left 
scratching their heads as 
to the large drop in calls 
for service throughout 
2020, just as medical aid 
calls continued to increase 
and dominate their activi-
ties on the fire service.

According to Chief 
Tony Carli, there were 
1,000 fewer calls in 2020 
compared to 2019 – com-
ing in at 5,560 total calls 
for service and 5,632 calls 
logged. That was the big-
gest story in the numbers 
that the chief has annually 
crunched since he began 
to notice the fire service 
transforming to more of 
a medical aid response 
and less of a fire response 
several years ago. Howev-
er, with a pandemic rag-
ing and so many families 
stuck at home for a large 
part of 2020, the chief said 
he had thought calls would 
be up – not down.

“We’re down about 
1,000 calls from the pre-
vious year and those 
numbers do tell a story,” 
he said. “One year ago 
today, I would have said 
we were going to have so 
many more calls – food on 
the stove calls, small fire 
calls. We had those calls, 
but we just expected to 
have had 1,000 more calls 
and not 1,000 less. We’re 
looking for answers. With 
everyone at home, that’s 
a lot less people not com-
muting  into the city and 
the casino was closed a 
lot of the time. I go back 
and forth on it. Everett is 
a working-class city and a 
lot of residents continued 
to go to work. Overall, I 
think a lot of people were 

not travelling through the 
city and a lot of our busi-
nesses were closed.”

Everett Fire Union 
President Craig Hardy 
said once the pandemic 
hit, one of the issues with 
lower calls was the “fear 
factor.” He said the Fire 
Department was busy, but 
the public was scared to 
call for help many times.

“This year with the pan-
demic I believe our call 
volume was down because 
many people were scared 
to call and didn’t want us 
coming in the home,” he 
said. “The fear factor was 
there. It was an anxious 
time and we changed a lot 
of how we do things with 
Chief Carli in order to pro-
tect the public and the fire-
fighters as well.”

The overall calls show 
a vast amount of medical 
calls, and an alarming rate 
of false alarms/good intent 
calls – those calls resulting 
in a response that eventu-
ally was determined not to 
be necessary. Actual fire 
suppression calls were at 
2 percent of the total calls 
for service, with 130 – a 
number that continues 
to go down, he said. The 
calls were as follows:

•Fire – 130 (2 percent)
•Ruptured Line – 0
•Medical Aid – 3,711 

(66 percent)
•Hazardous Conditions 

– 215 (4 percent)
•Service Calls – 271 (5 

percent)
•Good Intent Calls – 

510 (9 percent)
•False Alarm – 760 (13 

percent)
•Severe Weather/Natu-

ral Disaster – 2 (less than 
1 percent)

•Special Incident Type 
– 33 (1 percent)

More than anything, the 
numbers are further proof 
for Chief Carli that an 
in-house ambulance/med 
service is critical to the 
survival of the Fire De-
partment. Already, Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria and Chief 
Carli have began a pilot 
to bring on 20 new fire 
personnel that would start 
by getting EMT certifica-
tion and riding an ambu-
lance while preparing to 
enter the Fire Academy. 
In the end, they would be 
full firefighter personnel, 
but also be specialized to 
staff and respond with an 
ambulance service. It’s a 
transformation the chief 
said is coming and long 
overdue.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

CITY OF REVERE, EBNHC ADMINISTER VACCINES 
TO REVERE PUBLIC SCHOOLS EMPLOYEES

On Friday in the Rumney Marsh 
Academy, the city in conjunc-
tion with the RPS administra-
tion, held a COVID-19 vaccine 
clinic for Revere Public Schools 
teachers and staff. Shown 
above, Superintendent of Re-
vere Public Schools, Diane Kelly 
with teachers, Victoria Brenckle, 
Brian MacDonald, and Wayne 
Godbout.

Shown above, Dr. Lourenco Garcia get his vaccination from 
Kathleen Savage.
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on March 
8, 2021, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders: 
Ordered, that the City 
Council hereby accepts 
and approves the United 
Way of Massachusetts 
Bay and Merrimack
Valley grant in the 
amount of $465,000 for 
the public purpose of 
funding the Chelsea Eats 
Food Debit Card
Program.  
A copy of the order is 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

3/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CHELSEA TRAFFIC AND 
PARKING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
90 of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea that a Public 
Hearing of the Chelsea 
Traffic and Parking Com-
mission will be held via 
video conference on
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 
6:00 P.M.
Pursuant to Section 6-3 
of the Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, the purpose 
of the public hearing 
is to receive comment 
regarding a request to 
install an “Electric Vehicle 
Charging Station” on City 
Hall Avenue.  
Per Order
Chief Brian A. Kyes
Chairperson

3/18/21

C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

Docket No.
SU21C0071CA

In the matter of:
Jazlynn Neya Parker
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Jazlynn Neya 
Perker of Chelsea, MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing 
their name to:
Nia Jazzy Chaplin
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing 
an appearance at: Suf-
folk Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
03/25/2021. This is 
NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance if you object 
to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 10, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on March 
8, 2021, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders: 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE 

IT ORDAINED, that the 
following petition for 
the adoption of several 
amendments to Chapter 
34, in regards to mar-
ijuana establishment 
of the City of Chelsea 
Zoning Ordinance be re-
viewed and that a public 
hearing be scheduled on 
to discuss the proposed 
zoning amendments 
pursuant to Mass. Gen. 
Laws c. 40A
Amendment 1
The Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea 
is hereby amended by 
adding after the existing 
Section 34-50(f) the 
following:
(7) Delivery-only mari-
juana establishment.
(a) A delivery-only mari-
juana establishment may 
be conducted as an acces-
sory use in any residen-
tial district provided that 
no marijuana products 
are stored at the locus 
and the requirements of 
Section 34-50(f)(1) and 
(3) are met.
(b) Hours of operation 
for marijuana product 
delivery shall be limited 
to 9:00 am to 9:00 pm.
Amendment 2
The Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea 
is hereby amended by 
amending the cell in 
Section 34-300 Table 
of Principal Uses for 
“marijuana retailer” in 
the Retail Business and 
Retail Business 2 from 
“N” to “SP”.
Amendment 3
The Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea is 
hereby amended by add-
ing after the existing line 
for “marijuana retailer” 
in Section 34-300 Table 
of Principal Uses the 
following:
Principal Use
R1
R2
R3
BR
BR2
BH
B
SC
W
I
LI
LI2
NHR
NHC
Delivery-Only Marijuana 
Establishment
N
N
N
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
N
Y
N
Y
N
Y
Marijuana Transporter
N
N
N
N
N
SP
N
SP
N
SP
N
N
N
N
Amendment 4
The Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea 
is hereby amended by 
adding at the end of 
existing Section 34-283 
Table of required off-
street parking spaces the 
following:
Use
Required Parking Spaces
Delivery-Only Marijuana 
Establishment
One space for each deliv-
ery vehicle.
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, 
that the petition be 
forwarded to the Chelsea 
Planning Board for a 
recommendation of the 
Zoning Amendments 
pursuant to Mass. Gen. 
Laws c. 40A.
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, 
that the Ordinances of 
the City of Chelsea be 
amended as follows:
Amendment 5
The Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea 
is hereby amended by 
adding the following 
after existing Section 
14-459:
Section 14-460 Vehicles 
of Marijuana Establish-
ments
All vehicles used for the 
delivery or transport of 
marijuana products by 
marijuana establish-
ments licensed by the 
City of Chelsea Licensing 
Commission must be 

registered in the City of 
Chelsea.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

3/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU20P2171EA

Estate of:
Norman Richard
Sjoberg Jr.
Date of Death:
April 23, 2020
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of Peti-
tioner Richard A. Sjoberg 
of Lynnfield, MA.
Richard A. Sjoberg of 
Lynnfield, MA has been 
informally appointed as 
the Personal Represen-
tative of the estate to 
serve without surety on 
the bond.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under infor-
mal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with 
the Court, but interested 
parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the 
Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to 
institute formal proceed-
ings and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

3/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on March 
8, 2021, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders: 
Ordered, that Chapter 
34, Article II Zoning 
Districts, Section 34-29 
and the accompanying 
Zoning Map be amended 
by changing the zoning 
district of the following 
parcels along Revere 
Beach Parkway (Route 
16) to Business Highway 
(BH). 
80-15
280 REVERE BEACH 
PARKWAY
80-16
10 GARFIELD AVENUE
80-79
8 WESLEY STREET
80-80
10 WESLEY STREET
80-81
20 WESLEY STREET
80-82
324 REVERE BEACH 
PARKWAY
80-85
5 WESLEY STREET
80-91
22 ADAMS STREET
80-92
24 ADAMS STREET
80-97
320 REVERE BEACH 
PARKWAY
80-98
318 REVERE BEACH 
PARKWAY
81-5
360 REVERE BEACH 
PARKWAY
Ordered, that Chapter 
34, Article II Zoning 
Districts, Section 34-29 
and the accompanying 
Zoning Map be amended 
by changing the zoning 
district of the following 
parcels along the Revere 
Beach Parkway to Retail 
Business 2 (BR2).

Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

3/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA 

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

PROGRAM SIGNS AND 
LINES PROJECT

The City of Chelsea 
Massachusetts through its 
Chief Procurement Officer 
is seeking bids for “Safe 
Routes to School Program 
Signs and Lines Project”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
March 18, 2021 by con-
tacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Safe Routes to School 
Program Signs and Lines 
Project” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer, City 
Hall, Room 204, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts no later 
than 10:00AM, Thursday, 
April 1, 2021.
Each bid must be accom-
panied by a certified 
check, issued by a 
responsible bank or trust 
company.  Or a bid bond 
duly executed by the 
bidder as principal and 
having as surety thereon 
a surety company ap-
proved by the City, all in 
the amount of 5% of the 
bid payable to the “City 
of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any bid, to reject and/
or all bids and to waive 
minor irregularities and/
or formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This invitation for bid is 
in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 30, 39M.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

3/18/21
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on March 
8, 2021, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders: 
NOW, therefore be it 
ordained, that the Re-
vised Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea 
as amended, by further 
amended and adopted as 
follows:
AN ORDINANCE REVISING 
PART II CHAPTER 34 
OF THE CHELSEA CODE 
OF ORDINANCES TO 
ADD AND MODIFY THE 
FOLLOWING ZONING 
PROVISIONS:
Amendment 1
That Section 34-27 - Spe-
cific districts be amended 
by inserting two new 
zones in the table in (a) 
below the entry for W, 
Waterfront District:  
P
Port District
WU
Waterfront Upland 
District
And that Section 34-27 
be further amended by 
inserting two new sub-
sections (k) and (l) and 
incrementing the letter-
ing of the subsequent 
subsections:
(k) _Port (P) District.  .
(l) _Waterfront Upland 
(WU) District.  .
(m)_Industrial (I) 
District. 
(n) _Light Industrial/
Office (LI) District. 

(o) _Light Industrial/
Office 2 (LI2) District. 
(p) _Naval Hospital 
Development-Residential 
(NHR) District. 
(q) _Naval Hospital 
Development-Commercial 
(NHC) District. 
Amendment 2
That Sec. 34-28. - Overlay 
districts be amended by 
deleting the Waterfront 
Industrial Overlay 
District.
Amendment 3
That Sec. 34-30. - In-
terpretation of district 
boundaries be amended 
by replacing subsection 
(5) with the following:
(5) _Divided lot.
Amendment 4
That Section 34-77 - 
Notes to dimensional 
table be amended by 
adding the Port (P) Dis-
trict to subsection (c):
(c)_Waterfront (W) and 
Port (P) Districts. 
Amendment 5
That Sec. 34-78. - Special 
dimensional regulations 
be amended by adding 
the port and waterfront 
upland districts to subsec-
tion (k)
(k) _Lot coverage. 
Amendment 6
The Sec. 34-108 - General 
landscaping require-
ments be amended by 
adding a new subsection 
at the end:
(g) _Waterfront lateral 
access.  
Amendment 7
That Sec. 34-110 - Per-
formance Standards be 
amended by adding a 
new subsection at the 
end:
(p) _Inundation Path-
ways.  
Amendment 8
That a new section 
34-112 - Waterfront 
improvement trust fund 
be added.
Sec. 34-112. - Waterfront 
improvement trust fund.
The waterfront im-
provement trust fund 
will receive Chapter 
91 mitigation funds, 
grants, gifts, and other 
donations.  The funds will 
be overseen by the city 
manager and kept by the 
city treasurer separate 
from other funds.
(a) Chapter 91 wa-
terfront improvement 
mitigation funds may be 
generated when any of 
the following conditions 
are met.  Contributions to 
the fund shall be a con-
dition of any license and 
special permit.  This fee 
will take into consider-
ation non-maintenance of 
waterside infrastructure, 
depreciation of existing 
infrastructure, and the 
cost of restoring the 
shore to a state that can 
accommodate maritime 
industries.  The amount 
and payment schedule 
will be calculated on a 
case-by-case basis, based 
upon factors that may in-
clude the square footage 
of property in Chapter 
91 jurisdiction, the type 
of licensed use(s), the 
type(s) of impact(s), and 
comparable property 
values.  
(1) Temporary uses that 
are licensed in the DPA 
or temporary licenses 
that are renewed. 
(2) Licenses which rely 
upon discretion provided 
for by the Chelsea Creek 
Municipal Harbor Plan 
and Designated Port Area 
Master Plan.   
(3) Failure to meet public 
access requirements.  
(4) Making a non-prohib-
ited use into a supporting 
use.  
(b) Uses of Waterfront 
Improvement Trust Fund.  
Amendment 9
That Sec. 34-214 - Special 
Permits section (b) 
Criteria be amended by 
adding the following 
subsection at the end:
(7) For all uses 
requiring a special per-
mit in the Port (P) district 
on parcels that are within 
the boundaries of the 
Designated Port Area, the 
permit granting authority 
in approving the project 
must also find that:
a. the proposed 
use will not displace an 
existing water-dependent 
use with a non-water-de-
pendent use;
b. the proposed 
use will not, by virtue 
of its location, scale, 
duration, operation, or 
other aspects, pre-empt 
or interfere with existing 
or future development 
of water-dependent uses 
of the project site or 
surrounding property;
c. the proposed 

use is compatible with 
the working waterfront 
character of the district; 
and
d. the proposed 
use will not adversely 
affect the preservation of 
water dependent uses on 
surrounding properties.
Amendment 10
That Sec. 34-215 - Site 
plan review be amended 
by adding a new clause 
to subsection (a) Applica-
bility at the end:
(4)  Construction, 
exterior alteration or 
exterior expansion of, 
or change of use, on a 
parcel that is subject to a 
state-approved Designat-
ed Port Area Master Plan.
Amendment 11
That Sec. 34-215 - Site 
plan review be amended 
by revising subsection (b) 
Minor site plan approval 
as follows:
(b) Minor site 
plan approval.  
Amendment 12
That Sec. 34-215 - Site 
plan review be amended 
as follows: 
(1) by changing in sub-
section (e)(1) the num-
ber of separate plans 
from six to seven in the 
opening sentence; 
(2)  adding a new clause 
g. in subsection (e)
(1), which shall read as 
follows:
g. Certified 
plot plan, which shall 
contain all boundaries, 
easements, utilities, and 
dimensions.
(3) relettering 
the existing clause g in 
subsection (e)(1) to h.
Amendment 13
That Sec. 34-215 - Site 
plan review be amended 
by adding a new subsec-
tion (g) and relettering 
subsequent subsections 
to (h), (i), and (j):
(g) In addition 
to the current require-
ments of subsection (f), 
development projects 
that include supporting 
commercial or industrial 
uses on filled tidelands 
within the Port (P) 
district, must comply 
with these additional 
standards:
(1) The amount 
of supporting commercial 
or industrial uses located 
on the filled tidelands 
portion of a property 
shall be no more than 
25% or that allowed by a 
state-approved Designat-
ed Port Area Master Plan.
(2) The support-
ing commercial or indus-
trial use must provide a 
water-dependent indus-
trial use in the DPA with 
direct economic and/or 
operational support.
a) If proposed 
on a property with a 
functioning water-de-
pendent industrial use, 
required level of support 
is assumed to be provid-
ed.
b) If proposed 
on a property with no 
existing or proposed 
water-dependent industri-
al use, the required level 
of financial support is to 
be (1) invested in on-site 
waterfront infrastructure 
improvements, or (2) if 
no or insufficient invest-
ment on-site is feasible, 
funds are to be contrib-
uted to the waterfront 
improvement trust fund.
(3) For prop-
erties with supporting 
commercial uses pro-
posed for filled tidelands, 
but not for supporting 
industrial uses, in the 
Port (P) district:
a) At least 
one square foot of filled 
tideland area shall be 
reserved for public open 
space for every square 
foot of filled tideland 
covered by the combined 
footprint of buildings 
containing a non-wa-
ter-dependent use on 
the project site.  Where 
the reservation of filled 
tideland area for public 
open space is not prac-
tical, other areas of the 
project may be reserved, 
provided that the public 
access is enhanced by the 
change.
b) Supporting 
commercial uses cannot 
be located on pile-sup-
ported piers.
c) If in a new 
building, supporting 
commercial uses cannot 
be located in the wa-
ter-dependent use zone 
of filled tidelands.
Amendment 14
That the following defini-
tions be added or modi-
fied in Section 34-241:
Lot area. The horizontal 

area of the lot exclusive 
of
(a) any area in 
a street or private way 
open to public use, and 
(b) any water 
area below the mean 
higher high-tide line.
Water-dependent indus-
trial use: industrial uses 
that require direct access 
to or location in tidal 
waters, and therefore 
cannot be located away 
from said waters, includ-
ing those categorically 
defined as such at 310 
CMR 9.12(2)(b).
Water-dependent use 
zone: an area of filled 
tidelands, as described in 
310 CMR 9.51, running 
landward of and parallel 
to the project shoreline 
extending in width for 
the lesser of 100 feet 
or 25% of the weighted 
average distance from 
the present high water 
mark to the landward 
lot line of the property, 
but no less than 25 feet; 
along the ends of piers 
and wharves, extending 
the lesser of 100 feet or 
25% of  the distance in 
question to the base of 
the pier or wharf, but no 
less than 25 feet; and 
along the sides of piers 
and wharves, extending 
the lesser of 50 feet or 
15% of the edge in ques-
tion to the opposite edge, 
but no less than 10 feet. 
Supporting industrial 
use: a non-water-depen-
dent industrial use in 
a Designated Port Area 
that provides water-de-
pendent industrial use 
in the DPA with direct 
economic or operational 
support.
Supporting commercial 
use: a commercial use in 
a Designated Port Area 
that provides water-de-
pendent industrial use 
in the DPA with direct 
economic or operational 
support.
Filled tidelands: former 
submerged lands and 
tidal flats which are no 
longer subject to tidal 
action due to the pres-
ence of fill.
Designate Port Area 
(DPA): an administrative 
area designated by the 
commonwealth under 
301 CMR 25.00 that 
reserves geographic 
areas for current and 
future water-dependent 
industrial and supporting 
industrial and commer-
cial uses.
Point access: a barri-
er-free pedestrian way 
leading from a public 
right-of-way to the wa-
ter’s edge with a termi-
nus designed to provide 
the public with a safe, 
comfortable vantage 
point from which to view 
the water, surrounding 
activities, and vistas. The 
street end of the access 
way shall be posted 
with a public access sign 
approved by the city.
Lateral access: a barri-
er-free pedestrian way 
along the water’s edge 
with unobstructed con-
nections to public access 
on adjoining parcels or to 
the public right-of-way.
Mean higher high water 
line:  The line marking 
the average of the higher 
high water height of 
each tidal day as ob-
served over the National 
Tidal Datum Epoch and 
defined by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.
Intensive Use Area:   The 
area of a project, outside 
of any structure, where 
materials are stored or 
manipulated as part of 
the use.  This area does 
not include required 
parking or landscaping.
Amendment 15
That Sec. 34-262 - Table 
of dimensional regula-
tions be amended by 
adding the following 2 
columns after the column 
for Waterfront: 
Amendment 16
That Sec. 34-300 - Table 
of principal use regu-
lations be amended by 
replacing it with the 
attached table.
Amendment 17
That the zoning map 
referenced in Sec. 34-29 - 
Zoning map be amended 
by replacing it with the 
attached map.
Ordered, to Amend #15 
so that the Sec34-262 
Table of Dimensional 
Regulations be changed 
so that the Waterfront 
Upland maximum height 
be comparable to Port 
and read 65: 80 by SP.
Sec. 34-187- Mixed Use 

Overlay District (MUOD)
(a) Scope and purpose. 
(b) Extent of district. 
(c) Required minimum 
acreage.
(d) Underlying uses.
(e) Additional uses.
(f) Bonus density.
(g) Building Height.
(h) Parking minimums.
(i) Open space.
(j) Design review.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

3/18/21
C
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NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on March 
8, 2021, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders: 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
HEREBY ORDAINED THAT 
THE REVISED CODE OF
ORDINANCES of the City 
of Chelsea as amended, 
be it further amended 
and adopted
as follows:
AMEND CHAPTER 14 
- LICENSES, PERMITS 
AND MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS
REGULATIONS, ARTICLE 
XI. - MARIJUANA ESTAB-
LISHMENTS as follows:
Replace in its entirety 
Section. 14-459. - Lim-
itation on number of 
marijuana retailers
with the following:
As authorized by M.G.L. 
c. 94G, § 3(a)(2), the 
number of marijuana 
retailers operating within 
the boundaries of the 
City of
Chelsea shall be limited 
to a maximum of 6.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and (d) of 
the Chelsea City Charter 
notice is hereby given 
that at a regular meeting 
of the Chelsea City 
Council held on March 
8, 2021, the City Council 
voted after a second 
reading to adopt the 
following orders: 
Ordered, that in accor-
dance with M.G.L Ch. 
44, Section 64, budget 
management procedures, 
whereby costs incurred 
by the City in FY20 were 
not paid and are owed to 
the vendor, and to meet 
this obligation funds are 
required from the current 
year FY21 City Manager 
Budget and HR Depart-
ment Budget respectively, 
that the City Council 
authorize the following 
expenditures to satisfy 
the unpaid balance from 
the prior year as follows: 
City Manager, Executive 
Department $1,100.00 
Constant Contact, HR 
Department $69.65 
Keches Law Group. 
Ordered, that in accor-
dance with M.G.L Ch. 
44, Section 64, budget 
management procedures, 
whereby costs incurred in 
FY20 were not paid and 
are owed to the vendor, 
and to meet  
this obligation funds 
are required from the 
current year FY21 School 
Department budget, that 
Council authorizes the 
following expenditures 
from the School Depart-
ment expenditure line 
to satisfy the unpaid 
balance from the prior 
year as follows: 
Herff Jones, LLC. 
$1,705.52 COA Gradua-
tion Cap and Gowns
Jostens  
$   452.75 COA Diplo-
ma & Covers
ASNE of NE  

$1,134.75 Generator 
Equip. Testing – Middle 
School
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk
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CITY OF CHELSA
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
provisions of a special 
law relating to the City of 
Chelsea be filed with the 
Commonwealth’s Legisla-
ture under Clause (I) of 
Section 8 of Article 2, as 
amended, of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts that the 
Chelsea City Council will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Monday, April 5, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, 500 
Broadway, Chelsea, MA 
02150 to discuss pro-
posed home rule petition 
on imposing a local sales 
tax upon sale or transfer 
of road salt or related 
products by a taxpayer 
with salt storage oper-
ations within the City 
of Chelsea at a rate not 
greater than 1 percent 
of the total sales price 
received by the taxpayer 
in consideration for the 
sale of road salt.  
A copy of the materials 
are available for review 
at the Chelsea City Coun-
cil Office, City Hall, 500 
Broadway #306, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 during City 
Hall business hours. 
Or email fmelara@
chelseama.gov to request 
materials. 
Roy Avellaneda
President Chelsea City 
Council
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LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

Group Health Plan and 
Employee Benefit Con-
sulting Services
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking 
Request for Proposals 
for “Group Health Plan 
and Employee Benefit 
Consulting Services”.  
Request for Proposals 
will be available on or 
after March 18, 2021 by 
contacting Dragica Ivanis, 
Chief Procurement Officer 
at divanis@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked 
“Group Health Plan 
and Employee Benefit 
Consulting Services” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, 
April 1, 2021.
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

3/18/21
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TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Affectionately known 
as “Pa,” Raymond Louis 
Neri, Sr., 88, entered into 
eternal life on March 9.

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, Raymond led a 
full life and leaves behind 
an adoring family; his 
wife of 66 years, Phyllis 
(Goscinak) of Chelsea; 
sons Raymond Neri, Jr. 
and his wife, Rosemarie 
of Saugus, Edward Neri 
and his wife, Nancy of 
Chelsea; grandchildren 
Michelle Caron and her 
husband, Jason, Brian 
Neri and Christopher Neri, 
all of Saugus; great grand-
children: Kailee, Madi-
son, Emma, Mackenzie, 
Jason Jr. and Lily Caron; 
great-great-grandchildren, 
Liam and Knox McLellan; 
and many cousins, nieces, 
nephews and friends. 

The youngest of nine 
and last surviving sibling, 
Raymond was predeceased 
by his parents, Agosti-
no and Nellie (Cushing) 
Neri, and his sisters: Alice 
Deleidi, Prima Wheeler, 
Seconda Neri, Wanda Pez-
zuto, Lores Keating, Rose 
Ryan, Elise Bizzochi and 
Rita Yannetti. 

Always a loving pro-
vider, Raymond worked 
hard throughout his life, 
first delivering bread by 
horse and buggy for his 
family bakery and later 
holding positions with 
Stride Rite, Airlift Inter-
national, Boston Garden’s 
“Bull Gang,” and Tucker 
Construction.  His most 
important job, however, 
was showing love to his 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and 

great-great-grandchildren, 
making each one of them 
feel special and cared for.

 At the request of fami-
ly, services were held pri-
vately on Friday, March 
12.  The family would like 
to express gratitude and 
heartfelt thanks to family, 
friends, Care Dimensions 
of Danvers, and The Dex-
ter House of Malden for all 
their care and support.

 Raymond will be fond-
ly remembered for being 
generous with his time, 
having a great sense of hu-
mor in the face of adversi-
ty, and hiding snacks for 
later.  Memorial contribu-
tions in his name may be 
made to the charity of your 
choice or “donated” at a 
casino as he often did.  In 
closing, his family kindly 
asks that you always re-
member to say “please” 
and “thank you,” and hug 
your loved ones.

 Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the Ca-
rafa Family Funeral Home 
in Chelsea.  We encour-
age family and friends to 
visit www.carafafuneral-
home.com to offer con-
dolences at this time by 
means of the online guest 
book or to send a personal-
ized sympathy card.

Kim Buttiri
She will be truly missed by all 

who knew her

Mary Bullock
N.E. Tel & Tel retiree, proud member of the 

I.B.E.W. and Telephone Pioneers of America 
and devoted caregiver to family and friendsKim M. (Mottola) Butt-

iri of Groveland passed 
away unexpectedly on 
March 12, at the age of 52.  

Kim had such a big 
heart and would do any-
thing for her family and 
friends.   She will truly be 
missed by all who knew 
her. 

Born in Brighton on 
June 8, 1968 to the late 
Ronald Francis Mottola 
Sr. and Anna May (Jia-
mattei), she was the be-
loved wife of Joseph “Joe” 
Buttiri, devoted mother of 
Joseph and Joshua Buttiri, 
adored sister of Ronald 
Mottola Jr. and his wife, 
Doreen of Groveland and 
Gregg Mottola and his 
wife, Janha of Illinois and 
is also survived by many 
loving aunts, uncles, niece 
and nephews.  

A visitation will be held 
on Thursday, March 18, 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Paul 
Buonfiglio & Sons-Bruno 
Funeral Home, 128 Re-
vere St., Revere. Due to 

capacity limits, we ask 
that you keep your vis-
it brief to allow others to 
pay their respects to the 
family.  Masks and social 
distancing are required 
when entering the funer-
al home.   Relatives and 
friends are kindly invited.  
A Funeral service on Fri-
day at the Buonfiglio Fu-
neral Home at 10 a.m. will 
be followed by a Funeral 
Mass at St. Anthony’s 
Church at 11 a.m. (names 
and temperatures will be 
taken upon entrance).   In-
terment will be in Wood-
lawn Cemetery.   For guest 
book please visit www.
buonfiglio.com.

Mary A. (Godfrey) 
Bullock passed   away   
following   a   brief   de-
cline   in   health   on 
Tuesday, March  16 at the 
Kaplan Family Hospice 
House in Danvers.     She   
was   85   years   old.     

Born   and   raised   
in Chelsea, a beloved   
daughter  of   the   late   
James   R.

and   Mary   S.   (Butler)  
Godfrey, Mary   attend-
ed   St.   Rose Parochi-
al   School and graduat-
ed   from   Chelsea   High 
School, Class of 1953. 

In 1953. she married to 
Thomas E. Bullock. She 
was  widowed  in  2013  
after  the couple shared  
60  years of love and de-
votion, residing in Chel-
sea where they raised their 
son and two daughters. 

A devoted housewife 
and mother, she also 
worked outside of her 
home for 25 years as a 
telephone operator with 
NE Tel & Tel at Bowdo-
in Square in Boston.  She 
was   a   proud   member   
of   the   I.B.E.W. Local   
2222   and   the   Telephone   
Pioneers   of America. 

Mary was a devoted 
caregiver to family and 
friends in need, no one 

ever needed to ask for her 
aide, she was always there 
lending her helping hand. 

Mary made her home 
at Chelsea Village Apart-
ments for many years and 
could always be relied on 
to chauffeur friends and 
neighbors on many er-
rands or accompany her to 
a favorite bingo game. 

In addition to her par-
ents and beloved hus-
band, Mary was also pre-
deceased by a daughter, 
Mary Ellen Rivera, grand-
daughter, Jennifer Bauer 
Travassos, her siblings, 
Ellen D. Galatis and John 
Godfrey and cousin, Lil-
lian Laffey. 

She is survived by 
her loving son, Thomas 
Bullock of Chelsea, dear 
daughter, Loreen Bauer 
of Quincy and son-in-
law, Paul Bauer and his 
wife, Barbara of New 
Hampshire.  She was the 
cherished grandmother of 
P.J. Bauer and his wife, 
Jennifer, Heather Martin 
and her husband, Brett, 
Jonathan Bauer, Joseph 
Rivera, Thomas Marti-
nez and Kristina Marti-
nez and several adoring 
great-grandchildren.  She 
is also survived by her 
dear cousin, Velvet Walsh 
Smith and many loving 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
extended family members 
and friends. 

All services are strictly 
private.  Should friends 
desire, contributions in 
Mary’s name may be 
made to Rosie’s Place, 
889 Harrison Ave., Boston 
MA, 02118. 

Arrangements were 
given to the care and 
direction of the Antho-
ny Memorial - Frank A. 
Welsh & Sons Chelsea.  

For online guest book 
or to send expressions of 
sympathy, please visit:  

www.WelshFuneral-
Home.com

Raymond Louis Neri, Sr.
Will be fondly remembered for being 

generous with his time, having a great
sense of humor in the face of adversity 

and hiding snacks for later 

Staff Report 

MassDevelopment, in 
partnership with the Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC), has 
awarded $2,543,883 in 
funding to 47 cities and 
towns, municipal agen-
cies, regional transit au-
thorities, nonprofits, and 
health and human service 
providers through the Taxi, 
Livery, and Hackney Trans-
portation Partnerships Grant 
Program, an operational 
subsidy program aimed at 
expanding transportation 
service capacity through 
contracts with licensed 
taxi or livery businesses. 
Administered by MAPC, 
these grants will help 
communities supplement 
existing transportation op-
tions, create new programs 
to transport individuals 
to work, grocery stores, 
non-emergency medical 
appointments, and other 
destinations, and facili-
tate delivery of essential 
supplies such as food and 
medicine to residents in 
need. The Taxi, Livery, 
and Hackney Transpor-

tation Partnerships Grant 
Program is funded by 
MassDevelopment’s allo-
cation from the Common-
wealth’s Transportation 
Infrastructure Enhance-
ment Trust Fund.

“The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration commends 
MassDevelopment and 
the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council for uti-
lizing the state’s Trans-
portation Infrastructure 
Enhancement Trust Fund 
to help communities aug-
ment local transit with taxi 
and livery services to get 
residents where they need 
to go,” said Housing and 
Economic Development 
Secretary Mike Kennealy. 
“These awards will pro-
vide a boost to an industry 
in need while filling gaps 
in the state’s transporta-
tion network.”

The Commonwealth’s 
Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Enhancement Trust 
Fund was created by An 
Act Regulating Trans-
portation Network Com-
panies, which Governor 
Baker signed into law in 
August 2016 and is sup-

ported by a 20-cent assess-
ment on every transporta-
tion network company 
ride in Massachusetts. 
One-quarter of the Fund 
is being designated to 
MassDevelopment to pro-
vide financial assistance to 
small businesses operating 
in the taxicab, livery, or 
hackney industries

MassDevelopment is 
using one-third of its allot-
ment from the Transpor-
tation Infrastructure En-
hancement Trust Fund to 
support the Taxi, Livery, 
and Hackney Transpor-
tation Partnerships Grant 
Program. In response to 
COVID-19, in April 2020 
MAPC launched an early 
version of this program, 
the Urgent COVID-19 
Taxicab, Livery, and 
Hackney Transportation 
Partnerships Grant Pro-
gram, to facilitate urgent 
transportation and deliv-
ery needs for vulnerable 
populations during the 
pandemic; in Novem-
ber 2020, MassDevelop-
ment and MAPC award-
ed $1,003,978 through the 
program to 25 cities and 

towns, municipal agen-
cies, regional transit au-
thorities, and health and 
human services transpor-
tation providers.

MassDevelopment is 
using the remaining two-
thirds of its allotment 
from the Transportation 
Infrastructure Enhance-
ment Trust Fund to sup-
port the Taxi & Livery Busi-
ness Support Grant Program, 
which offers taxi and liv-
ery operators financial as-
sistance to secure products 
or services that will aid in 
improving their compet-
itiveness and enhancing 
safety capabilities in the 
rapidly evolving market of 
for-hire transportation. In 
December 2020, the agen-
cy awarded 85 grants total-
ing $4,465,619 through the 
first round of the program 
to support 104 small busi-
nesses operating in the 
taxi and livery industries 
and two taxi and livery in-
dustry associations.

The following cities, 
towns, and organizations 
received funding from 
Taxi, Livery, and Hackney 
Transportation Partner-

ships Grant Program:
•Boston Public Health 

Commission – $177,000
The organization is us-

ing this award to contract 
with 63 taxi companies to 
facilitate transportation for 
individuals experiencing 
homelessness and living in 
shelters, transportation for 
frontline emergency shel-
ter staff, non-emergency 
medical transportation for 
individuals who cannot 
travel via public transit, 
and deliveries of food and 
medicine for individuals 
unable or not advised to 
travel.

•City of Chelsea – 
$130,000

The city is using 
this award to contract 
with E-Z Transportation 
LLC, Teambuild Inc., 
Soughtafter Transporta-
tion, and HBSS Connect 
Corp to expand an existing 
emergency food distribu-
tion system to serve vul-
nerable families afflicted 
with COVID-19. 

•Cambridge Health Al-
liance – $150,000

The organization is us-
ing this award to contract 

with Green Cab Company, 
Inc. to facilitate transpor-
tation to medical appoint-
ments and food pantries 
for vulnerable, high-risk, 
and underserved patients 
in the organization’s pri-
mary service area.

•Mystic Valley Elder 
Service – $50,000

The organization is us-
ing this award to contract 
with Malden Taxi and 
Suburban Taxi to facilitate 
transportation to medical 
appointments and gro-
cery stores for seniors and 
adults living with disabil-
ities who are isolated in 
their communities.

•City of Revere – 
$46,800

The city is using this 
award to contract with 
Patriots Taxi Company to 
facilitate non-emergency 
medical transportation, 
transportation to stores, 
polling locations, and 
workforce development 
training programs, and 
food pantry deliveries for 
seniors, veterans, individ-
uals with disabilities, and 
homebound residents.

MassDevelopment with MAPC award grant to dispatch taxis to help communities

Happy Birthday
In Loving Memory of

Dorothy J. 
Gould

11 Year Anniversary

God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be,

 so he put his arms around you, 
and whispered come to me.

With tearful eyes we watched 
you, and saw you pass away.

Although we loved you dearly, 
we could not make you stay.

A golden heart stopped beating, 
hard working hands at rest,

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best.

Forever Loved & Missed,
`Joe, Debbie, Bill Jr.

Tommy & Derek
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LANDSCAPING

2 col. x 1 inch
$10/wk

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 
SERVICE DIRECTORY 

PLEASE CALL 
 781-485-0588 x110 

OR EMAIL KATHY 
 KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PLUMBING

CALL
JIM COSTELLO 

LANDSCAPING
LAWNS • MULCH AND HEDGES

- REASONABLY PRICED -
FREE ESTIMATE

617-962-5621

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

781-485-0588
Fax: 781-485-1403

Ext 102 
E-mail Your ad to:

class@reverejournal.comWinthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

Notice of Vacancy
CHELSEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SY 20.21
TITLE: Crossing Guard

LOCATION: District Wide
SALARY: $16.75/hour
HOURS: Position is 2 shifts per day, 11.25 hours per week for the 

school year.  The hours are based on assignment location and vary ap-
proximately between 7:00 a.m. -8:45a.m  and 2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.

QUALIFICATIONS:        
• Must be physically able to stand for long periods of time in extremes 

of heat and cold
• Must have good vision, hearing and mobility
• Mental alertness, neat appearance and dependability
• Sense of responsibility for the safety of students
• Able to move to other locations when needed throughout the district
• Communicate well with others
• Successful results of Criminal Offender Record Information check.
GENERAL DUTIES:  Direct or Escort students across street, stopping 

traffic as necessary, guide or control vehicular or students  traffic at such 
places as street and railroad crossings and construction sites; monitor 
traffic flow to locate safe gaps through which students can cross street. 

DEADLINE: March 25, 2021
APPLICATION TO:              
Human Resources
Chelsea School Department
500 Broadway Room 221
Chelsea, MA  02150

personnel@chelseaschools.com applications sent to any other email ad-
dress will not be accepted.

The Chelsea Public Schools District is an equal opportunity employer 
committed to recruiting, appointing, assigning, training, evaluation and 
promoting personnel on the basis of merit and qualifications, without re-
gard for race, color, national origin, sex, religious affiliation, age,  ances-
try, marital status, handicapping conditions, gender identity, sexual ori-
entation or any other applicable unlawful discriminatory standards. (Title 
VI & Title VII of Civil Rights Act of 1964. Title VII & Title VIII of the Public 
Health Services Act, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as 
well as other relevant federal and state laws).

Backed by the stellar 
goaltending of Bruins 
rookie Dan Vladar mak-
ing his first career start 
on Tuesday night versus 
the streaking Pittsburgh 
Penguins – winners of 
six in a row - Boston got 
back on the winning trail. 
Even though one victory 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
a win streak is in the mak-
ing, Vladar’s victory gave 
the team a boost that the 
locals hope will carry 
over as they remain on 
the road to face the Buf-
falo Sabres who at press 
time are mired in the very 
bottom of the Eastern Di-
vision. On the strength of 
goals from David Pastrnak 
(13) and the 2-1 winner 
from Trent Frederic in the 
third period, the Czech-
born goalie provided the 
standout game the Bruins 
badly needed…and put 
the team’s recent abysmal 
streak of 5-7-2 in the rear-
view mirror.

With visions of devour-
ing two victories versus 

the lowly Sabres, who just 
this Wednesday fired their 
coach Ralph Krueger who 
was in his second season, 
following a dozen straight 
losses (0-10-2), the Bruins 
know the importance 
of not looking 
past this pair of 
game. Games 
are scheduled 
for Thurs-
day (tonight, 
7pm), and Sat-
urday in a 2pm 
matinee. Follow-
ing their pair of road 
games with Buffalo, the 
Bruins will return to the 
friendly confines of the 
Boston Garden, and the 
beginning of fans in the 
seats. Albeit the crowd will 
just be a small percent-
age of the usual sellout, it 
will be a welcome sound 
to hear the fans cheering 
(and booing if necessary). 
The team’s stay at home 
will be an extended one 
with eight games jammed 
into less than two weeks.

The jam packed home 

schedule includes vis-
its that begin with the 
high-flying New York Is-
landers (19-7-4) on Tues-
day 7pm and Thursday 
7pm, with a single game 

to take on the Sabres 
in a Saturday 

1pm matinee. 
The extended 
h o m e s t a n d 
c o n t i n u e s 
with the strug-

gling New 
Jersey Devils 

being hosted by 
the Bruins on Sunday 

in a rare 5:30pm faceoff, 
and a Tuesday 7pm drop. 
Beginning Thursday April 
1st, the remaining teams 
checking in at the Garden 
are, the revenge-seeking 
Penguins on Thursday, 
April first (and that is no 
joke) – at 7pm, and a re-
match on Saturday for a 
1pm matinee. The final 
game of this homestand 
will have a single-game 
visit from the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Monday, April 
5th at 7pm. The Bruins 

have been victorious in 
their previous five games 
with the Flyers.

Boston’s roster contin-
ues to deal with an injury 
list that continues to grow 
with each passing game, 
on Tuesday it was defen-
seman Jarred Tinordi who 
received a check while in 
a somewhat vulnerable 
position, from Pittsburgh’s 
Brandon Tanev who re-
ceived a five-minute ma-
jor penalty for boarding, 
which also included a 
game misconduct. Cur-
rently, the Boston injury 
report includes: goalten-
der Tuukka Rask, players 
on injured reserve have 
defensemen Kevan Miller 
(return soon is likely), and 
fellow blue-liners Bran-
don Carlo who remains 
out following the vicious 
check from Washington 
Capitals’ Tom Wilson, and 
Jeremy Lauzon, plus Zack 
Senyshyn, and Ondrej 
Kase with no return date 
in the near future for the 
latter.

BRUINS Beat by Bob Morello

Bruins back on the ‘Win’ track Staff Report

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito 
joined Housing and Com-
munity De-velopment 
Undersecretary Jennifer 
Maddox to highlight ex-
panded access to housing 
for vulnerable communi-
ties across the Common-
wealth. 

Beginning in Fiscal 
Year 2021, the Depart-
ment of Hous-ing and 
Community Development 
(DHCD) has expanded 
the Massachusetts Rental 
Voucher Program (MRVP) 
and the Alternative Hous-
ing Voucher Program 
(AHVP) to make more 
rental vouchers available 
to more households in 
need. An additional 767 
MRVP vouchers and 157 
AHVP vouchers have 
been made available and 
targeted to specific, vul-
nerable populations.

“Our administration has 
long recognized the need 
for more affordable hous-
ing in Massachusetts, and 
the chal-lenges created by 
the pandemic have made 
this need even more clear,” 
said Gov. Charlie Baker. 
“Since enter-ing office, 
we have been proud to in-
vest more than $1.4 billion 
in the development and 
preservation of affordable 
housing, and we look for-
ward to this expansion of 
our state voucher program 
providing safe, affordable 
hous-ing to more house-
holds across the Com-
monwealth.”

The Massachusetts 
Rental Voucher Program 
provides deep rental sub-
sidies to low-income 
individuals and house-
holds. Currently, vouch-
ers support nearly 8,900 
households across the 
Commonwealth. More 
than 5,000 of these vouch-
ers are mobile vouchers, 
meaning they can be used 
by families in search of 

housing available on the 
private market. The re-
maining vouchers, known 
as project-based vouch-
ers, are used to support 
long-term affordability in 
specific housing devel-
opments. The ex-pansion 
highlighted today will 
help households living 
in family, individual and 
domestic violence shel-
ters move into permanent 
housing. Additionally, 100 
vouchers will support the 
development of new per-
manent supportive hous-
ing for individuals.

The expansion of 
AHVP vouchers, which 
are available to non-el-
derly individuals with 
disabilities, will help meet 
strong demand for this 
program. DHCD is also 
working with the agen-
cies that manage AHVP 
vouchers to in-crease utili-
zation rates by increasing 
the value of these vouch-
ers, and providing greater 
flexibility for agencies to 
deploy this resource.

In October, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
announced the Eviction 
Diversion Initiative, a 
multi-pronged strategy to 
prevent evictions result-
ing from the COVID-19 
pan-demic. Since last 
spring, the administration 
has delivered more than 
$50 million in emergency 
rental and mort-gage as-
sistance to roughly 13,000 
unique households. This 
initiative combines sub-
stantial emergency fi-
nancial assistance, along 
with new, free or low-cost 
legal aid for low-income 
tenants and low-income 
homeowners who live in 
a home with rental units, 
and new, free mediation 
through the Massachu-
setts Office of Public Col-
laboration to help tenants 
and landlords solve lease 
problems together.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

Grocery Shoppers need-
ed immediately part-
time in Revere, Chelsea, 
Everett, Winthrop, 
Somerville, Cambridge. 
Driver’s license, car and 
phone required.  $32 
per delivery.  Call 508-
643-4090;3 or info@
scanpersonalservices.
com 

__________

LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
__________

Registered Dental 
Hygienist Wanted for 
Affordable Family 
Dental in Chelsea. Top 

Pay. Benefits. Be Able to 
Converse in English and 
Spanish. For immediate 
consideration contact Ta-
nia at (617) 889-2668.
__________

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 5 p.m.

EVERYTHING MUST GO! 
ALL BEST OFFERS 
CONSIDERED.. 
FURNITURE, NEW AIR 

CONDITIONER, KITCHEN 
SET, WEBBER GRILL, PA-
TIO SET 
CRAFTSMAN’S AND DE-

WALT TOOLS, TABLE SAW 
AND MORE 
617-660-9151

Looking for a property manager ‘handyman’, with the skills neces-
sary to oversee 30 units in the North Shore of Massachusetts.  The 
ideal person/couple would handle maintenance issues themselves, 
including all types of repairs and upgrades, and perform monthly 
walk-thru of units.  Outside vendors may be brought in for larger, 

technical jobs, but additional money may be earned if you possess 
necessary experience to complete the tasks. Owner is a person 
who cares about proper maintenance of the rentals.  A full-time 
position may be created for carrying out the above duties, along 
with meeting prospective tenants, new lease execution and lease 
renewals.  An apartment will be offered as a residence, with mon-
etary compensation being offered for any hours worked above the 

value of the rent. Contact: awawaguest@gmail.com

—— PROPERTY MANAGER  ——

State highlights expanded access to 
housing for vulnerable communities

Get the latest information
about COVID-19 vaccines at

GetVaccineAnswers.org

Getting back to these 
moments we miss
starts with 
getting informed.
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La Colaborativa Director 
Gladys Vega has been very 
vocal in the last few days 
about the lack of funding. 
On Tuesday afternoon, 
she held a multi-commu-
nity rally with represen-
tatives from Chelsea and 
Everett. She said she was 
deeply hurt by Senator 
Warren and Congress-
woman Pressley, in par-
ticular, because both had 
visited La Colaborativa’s 
vaccination site in Chelsea 
in the last few weeks and 
said nothing about this sit-
uation.

She felt betrayed, and 
she said none are welcome 
to come back until they 
make things right.

“Bring a check for $40 
million and they can come 
in and take some more pic-
tures,” she said, extremely 
upset. “It makes me so 
made because I feel like 
we continue to be used 
and abused. Ayanna Press-
ley and all the others came 
here to our office. She 
told me the stories I send 
to her are stories that she 
tells everyone in the halls 
of Congress. She said that 
just the other day when 
she was here. Where are 
all those stories because 
the cash didn’t get here?...
It felt to me like Sal Di-
Domenico gave them the 
news that we were only 
getting $3.9 million. 

“I can’t even buy 
enough toilet paper to 
wipe the tears of my com-
munity members when 
they’re being evicted and 
going hungry with $3.9 
million,” she continued. 
“It’s a disgrace. Where 
were they when this de-
cision was made? They 
didn’t try enough. If they 
didn’t have the guts to 
fight, I would have. Reach 
out to me and I’ll make 
sure it happens…It’s be-
yond upsetting.” 

At the rally, about 100 
to 150 residents showed 
up to protest the funding 
and the lack of effort by 
the federal delegation, 
who they said let them 
down.

“What do we want?” 
they yelled in the bullhorn.

“$70 million,” yelled 
the crowd.

“When do we want it?” 
they yelled in the bullhorn.

“Ahora! (Now!),” 
yelled the crowd.

Senator Sal DiDomeni-
co said he thought it was 
a mistake on first glance, 
and said the Rescue Plan 
didn’t deliver for Chelsea 
and Everett.

“When these numbers 
were brought to our atten-
tion about two weeks ago 
I couldn’t believe what I 

was seeing,” said DiDo-
menico. “I immediate-
ly contacted our Federal 
Delegation and our city 
leaders to try and find a 
solution. The American 
Rescue Plan was prom-
ised to be the relief that 
we had been waiting for, 
especially for our hardest 
hit communities like Chel-
sea and Everett.  It is both 
appalling and outrageous 
that two of the hardest hit 
communities, and Chelsea 
being ground zero during 
the COVID crisis, are get-
ting a fraction of the feder-
al funds that neighboring 
communities are getting 
- and many being much 
more affluent… I am ex-
tremely upset that my 
communities did not get 
the help they needed. The 
high hopes we had for the 
American Rescue Plan 
did not come to fruition 
for Chelsea and Everett.”

Chelsea City Manag-
er Tom Ambrosino said 
the funding doled out to 
the two communities – 
and also to Randolph and 
Methuen, the other two of 
the four that got “shorted,” 
– was unconscionable.

“Wealthy communities 
got windfalls and a lot of 
other communities like 
Everett and Chelsea got 
screwed,” he said. “Of the 
20 most impacted com-
munities, there are four 
that really got adversely 
impacted by the funding 
– Chelsea, Everett, Ran-
dolph and Methuen. We’re 
hoping the state will step 
in and deal with those 
four…It’s unconscionable 
and incredibly inequita-
ble. We hope the state will 
step in to right the situ-
ation. We were trying to 
quietly work behind the 
scenes (with the federal 
delegation) to fix this, but 
it didn’t happen. We are 
not happy about it. We’re 
still trying to fix it, but at 
this point, Gov. Baker is 
our ally and sole hope.”

State Rep. Dan Ryan 
said he has been work-
ing with DiDomenico 
and others to try to fix the 
slight from the federal del-
egation.

“I’ve been on the phone 
with State Senator DiDo-
menico and State Rep. 
Jessica Giannino since 
last week, when we first 
heard of this federal bud-
get shortfall affecting 
Chelsea,” he said. “We 
are working with our col-
leagues on Beacon Hill 
and the Governor’s office 
to find a State fix to this 
federal slight.”

In Everett, Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria said he and other 
leaders have been working 

with the state and federal 
delegation to try to fix the 
shortfall, and hopes that 
something can be done in 
the coming days to make 
sure the plan helps com-
munities like Everett that 
were the hardest hit.

“I recognize that the 
American Rescue Bill is 
the first time during the 
pandemic that our fed-
eral delegation was able 
to secure direct funding 
for cities and towns,” he 
said. “However, the bill 
relies upon a common-
ly used federal funding 
formula that does not ad-
equately consider the dis-
proportionate impact that 
COVID-19 has had on 
cities such as Everett and 
Chelsea, which have some 
of the highest number of 
cases per capita in Mas-
sachusetts. I will continue 
to work with our federal 
delegation and the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
to achieve an equitable al-
location of federal funding 
for Everett and Chelsea to 
ensure our fiscal recovery 
from this public health cri-
sis.”

Everett Councilor Mi-
chael McLaughlin said he 
was disappointed that the 
money they expected to 
come, never did, and that 
is why he said he decided 
to attend the rally in Chel-
sea on Tuesday.

“It is extremely disap-
pointing and frustrating to 
see one of the hardest-hit 
communities get signifi-
cantly less in federal fund-
ing,” he said. “Two of the 
hardest hit communities 
like Everett and Chelsea 
were not treated equitably. 
Everett has been designat-
ed as majority minority 
community and should 
be treated as such by our 
federal delegation. This 
situation must be recti-
fied. I hope and have full 
faith that Mayor DeMaria 
and Senator DiDomenico 
will be able to work with 
the Baker Administration 
to help off-set as much 
of this lack in funding by 
our federal government. 
Our community needs and 
deserves these important 
resources to assist us in 
recovering as one of the 
hardest-hit communities 
in the Commonwealth.”

Everett CFO Eric De-
mas was one of the first 
to identify the shortfall in 
early March, and he and 
Mayor DeMaria quickly 
reached out to the federal 
delegation and other deci-
sion-makers. At the same 
time, Chelsea was also 
identifying the issue and 
the two communities rap-
idly began cooperating in 
their messaging with Sen. 
DiDomenico.

“I noticed this back on 
March 4 before the U.S. 
Senate even voted on it,” 
he said. “I was shocked 
and I notified the mayor 
and said we need to figure 
this out and see what we 
can do before they vote. 
We immediately reached 
out to our federal delega-
tion and unfortunately we 
weren’t able to get any-
thing accomplished before 
the vote. We are now in 
the process of seeing what 
we can do to address the 

disparity for Everett…
We’re not going to stop 
until we get the situation 
corrected.”

Said DiDomenico, 
“COVID ravaged Chel-
sea and Everett, and our 
residents dealt with so 
much pain, suffering, 
heartache during the past 
year. These funds were 
supposed to go to dispro-
portionately affected com-
munities and help cities 
like ours, but this obvious-
ly did not happen. I have 
spoken to Governor Baker 
and his team to push for 
some of the other federal 
funds to be allocated to 
Chelsea and Everett, and 
I will be working with the 
Governor and our elect-
ed leaders to bring in the 
needed funds that these 
cities rightfully deserve.”

A lot of the blame is 
now falling on the feder-
al delegation, including 
Congresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley (who represents 
three out of four of the ag-
grieved communities), and 
U.S. Senators Ed Markey 
and Elizabeth Warren.

The newspaper con-
tacted all three federal 
officials, and for some 
time none responded to a 
request for comment on 

the situation in Chelsea 
and Everett, but they did 
respond late on Tuesday 
evening.

Two sources close to 
the situation said the mat-
ter went all the way to 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen – who indicated it 
was too late by the time 
the request came and no 
changes could be made.

More than three sources 
close to the situation said 
none of the federal dele-
gation was aware of the 
issue until local officials 
reached out, and when 
they did, very little hap-
pened.

A spokesperson for Sen. 
Warren put out a statement 
for Warren, Senator Mar-
key and Congresswoman 
Pressley that said the fund-
ing formula was flawed, 
and essentially threw re-
sponsibility to Gov. Baker 
to make the fix.

“Cities and towns in 
the Commonwealth and 
across the country are on 
the frontlines of our fight 
against this pandemic, and 
they need our support,” 
read the statement. “While 
the American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) provides millions 
in desperately needed re-
lief, we know that our small 

to midsize municipali-
ties need more assistance, 
especially our communities 
of color who continue to 
be disproportionately im-
pacted by this pandemic, 
like Chelsea and Everett. 
We must make our federal 
funding formulas more re-
flective of the impact felt 
by our most vulnerable 
communities, and as we 
look ahead to recovery, we 
will continue to work with 
state, local and federal part-
ners help our mayors and 
local governments mitigate 
the impact of this crisis 
on our families so that no 
community is left behind. 
That includes urging the 
Baker Administration to 
equitably distribute the 
Commonwealth’s 4.5 bil-
lion dollars of relief fund-
ing to municipalities that 
have been disproportional-
ly impacted.”

They did not identify 
any actions they would 
take, however, to rectify 
the situation.

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 

SHERYL...MAKING IT HAPPEN...AGAIN!
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~Pending~
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

See SCHOOLS  Page 2

See CELL Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Stuck at Stuck at   Home?Home?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs

Now through March, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

sized to scale

Rescue Plan / Continued from page 1

City Manager Tom Ambrosino said the funding for Chelsea 
as compared to more affluent suburbs was “unconsciona-
ble.”

State Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
said the American Rescue 
Plan did not deliver for 
Chelsea and Everett.

Jessica Armijo – who has volunteered at the food pantry for months on end to help feed 
the hungry – demanded accountability.

Protestors carrying flags from all over the world demand-
ed $70 million in federal funding, not $3.9 million.

One protestor demanded dignity in the funding from the Rescue Plan, which was deemed 
a failure by the federal government for hard-hit Chelsea and Everett.

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDING FOR CITIES 
AND TOWNS IN MASSACHUSETTS:

Everett -  $4.58 million $13.59 million *
Chelsea -  $3.91 million $11.61 million *
Newton -  $48.14 million  $65.29 million*
Revere $20.24 million $30.54 million*
Boston -   $434.68 million $569 million*
Shrewsbury $3.8 million $11.27 million*
Woburn $3.96 million $11.77 million*
Somerville $63.28 million $79.06 million*
Medford $39.25 million $50.37 million*
Malden $35.04 million $46.76 million*
Amherst $3.93 million $11.68 million*
Brookline $34.21 million Not available*

(*with county allocations added in)
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