
By Seth Daniel

Councillor Giovan-
ni Recupero blasted the 
City’s past administra-
tions for not investing 
fully in parks within his 
district like Quigley Park 
– noting that more re-
sources were dedicated to 
a dog park elsewhere than 
to the heavily-used park in 
his dense neighborhood.

City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino said the cur-
rent administration would 
prioritize Quigley and 
Bosson Parks in the next 
round of funding.

“The previous admin-

istration had no regard 
for the people living in 
that area,” he said. “The 
people are just as good as 
anyone else. They deserve 
to have a park like every-
one else and a dog park is 
worth more than them…
That’s beyond compre-
hension – even a dog park. 
A dog park was worth 
more than a human park, 
Quigley Park.”

His dissatisfaction 
came originally at a pre-
vious meeting when he 
asserted that Quigley Park 
had been ignored for years 
because it was a mostly 
Hispanic and immigrant 

neighborhood. He had 
asked for investment fig-
ures in the parks, and on 

Monday night – he elab-
orated on what he had 

By Seth Daniel

When Cataldo Ambu-
lance company became the 

first in the state last year 
to become licensed for a 
mobile integrated health 
unit – something they dub 
SmartCare – they could 

have never imagined the 
unit would be called on for 
critical services during the 
COVID-19 surge, and now 
potentially to be a major 
distribution point for any 
COVID-19 vaccine.

That is just the case 
for the company’s units, 
which services Chelsea 
and surrounding areas, as 
they have received word 
that they will be part of the 
distribution network for 
a vaccine when it arrives 
– not only for the general 
public, but also for vulner-

able populations.
“We’re getting inquiries 

already from local health 
departments,” said Dan 
Hoffenberg, vice presi-
dent of Cataldo. “I don’t 
have all the details yet, but 
I’m told we’re getting in-
quiries from local health 
departments asking about 
if we can be of service in 
helping to distribute the 
vaccine in each communi-
ty. We’re going to be a way 
for them to help admin-
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THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

Capt. Isael Gonzalez, of the Chelsea Salvation Army, and 
Councilor Leo Robinson help to gather funds at Market 
Basket in the annual Red Kettle drive. This year, fundraising 
has been harder than ever, and the local Salvation Army is 
making a call to the community for help.

Cataldo could be key for distributing COVID vaccine

See CATALDO Page 2

By Seth Daniel

When Barry Berman 
first began entertaining the 
idea of adding patients on 
ventilators to the Leonard 
Florence Center for Liv-
ing – particularly those 
with ALS and other such 
illnesses – he recalled 
during a ribbon cutting 
ceremony last Thursday 
the first visit he made with 
a prospective resident.

Sitting on the bed with 
him, Berman shared that 
he looked around the 
room, realizing the man 
next to him couldn’t leave 
and was immobile. The 

radiator was rusting, the 
floor tiles had buckled 
and the window seal had 
broken – creating a fog 
over the only window that 
would have allowed the 
man to experience outside.

“I sat there and I said to 
myself, ‘We’re in hell,’” 
said Berman at the out-
set of the ribbon cutting 
for the newly-opened 
Stein Family Center for 
Well-Being in the Admi-
ral’s Hill Facility. “I was 
so rattled by that visit and 
really I am still rattled to 
this day by what I saw. We 
made ours different. Now 
we’ve been caring for 

residents on vents for 10 
years. The one thing these 
vent homes can offer – in 
addition to compassionate 
care and safety – is we can 
allow these individuals 
hope.”

It was a very moving 
story for a ceremony that 
celebrated the addition 
of 20 new residents for 
the Stein Family Center, 
which enables ventila-
tor-dependent residents to 
live as independently as 
possible in a “real” home, 
where they receive excep-
tional skilled nursing and 
compassionate care, and 
are treated with dignity 

and respect.  
Operated by nonprofit 

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, 
the Stein Family Cen-
ter for Well-Being in the 
Leonard Florence Center 
is the only Green House 
ventilator program in the 
country. Offering state-of-
the-art portable ventilators 
in a Green House model 
of care, specialized care 
residents have access to 
a completely new way of 
living. These multi-func-
tion ventilators are the 
first and only ones of their 

Leonard Florence Center for Living adds 20 new residents

Stein Family Center for Well-Being Ribbon Cutting with LFCL Executive Director Mike McCarthy (far right), LFCL resident 
Steve Saling (middle) and LFCL Staff.

See LFCL Page 7

By Seth Daniel

“Every little bit helps,” 
called Councillor Leo 
Robinson in the vestibule 
of the Market Basket last 
Friday, while ringing the 
patented Salvation Army 
bell for the annual Red 
Kettle fundraising drive.

The Red Kettle is one 
of the largest fundraising 
activities for the Chelsea 
Salvation Army and it 
funds all of the program-
ming they do through-
out the year for children, 
families and those on the 
streets as well.

This year, however, 
fundraising is in dire need, 
and also in short supply 
– with Capts. Isael and 
Brenda Gonzalez sending 

out the red alert for the 
Red Kettle.

“We’re seeing at least a 
50 percent decline in our 
annual fundraising efforts 
and by Dec. 24 we need 
to raise 150 percent,” said 
Capt. Isael. “There are so 
many ways people can 
give. We basically need 
to raise $90,000 by Dec. 
24. We’ve been serving as 
many as 200 families each 
day we open.”

They said there were 
also 3.3 million meals 
served out of the Chelsea 
location since the pan-
demic started. Raising 
that money will ensure 
that those services to the 
most vulnerable people 

Salvation Army Red Kettles falling 
short, make call for fundraising

See KETTLES Page 6

Many ways to help

Councillor Recupero blasts past administration 
for prioritizing dogs over parks in his district

Councillor Giovanni Recupero said Quigley Park was 
ignored by previous administrations, and had less invest-
ment than a dog park.

By Seth Daniel

Help is on the way for 
homeowners that find 
themselves with increas-
ing tax bills, as the City 
Council on Monday voted 
10-0 to transfer $750,000 
to the Homeowner Stabi-
lization Program to help 
some owner-occupants 
with tax increases.

The Homeowner Sta-
bilization Fund had been 
in existence and had a 
$250,000 balance this fall, 
but after the tax rate was 
set and it was discovered 
many people were going 
to get his with tax increas-
es – particularly two-fami-
ly and three-family home-
owners – it was proposed 
to be expanded. The pro-
gram combined will have 
$1 million in funding and 
will be available to those 
making under $119,000 as 
a household.

Councillors were in 
agreement on the pro-
gram, but Councillor 
Giovanni Recupero want-
ed clarification and want-
ed to send it to committee.

“I want homeowners to 
get it, but I want to know 
how they’ll be disbursed,” 
he said. “Will it be one 
sum of money for every-
one under $119,000? If 
it’s one amount for every-
one, I’m for it. But if its 
not, then we need to talk 
about it.”

His motion for commit-
tee was defeated 1-9.

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda explained that 
the Council had gone over 
the program in detail for 
more than an hour be-
fore the last meeting with 
Planner Alex Train.

The matter was moved 
to a vote and approved 10-
0.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said he believed 
the program would roll 
out for taxpayers in Janu-
ary following the issuance 
of the first tax bills.

•CARES ACT
The City Council ap-

proved its second CARES 
Act payment on Monday 
night of $4.029 million – 

Council approves funding for 
Homeowner Stabilization Fund

Help on the way

See HELP Page 2
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By Lauren Bennett

The Baker administra-
tion on Tuesday announced 
that all Massachusetts cit-
ies and towns will roll back 
to Step Three, Phase One 
of the state’s reopening 
plan, effective Sunday, De-
cember 13. 

Following increases in 
hospitalizations and cases 
after the Thanksgiving hol-
iday, the “sharp increase 
is putting a strain on our 
healthcare system and 
frontline workers,” Baker 
said. 

As of Monday, the state 
had 2,463 new cases of 
COVID-19, and the sev-
en day average test rate is 
about 5.5 percent, the gov-
ernor said. There are also 
1,516 people hospitalized 
with the virus, and 302 in 
the ICU. 

He said that continuing 
at this rate is “not sustain-
able over time” and will 
continue to put the health-
care system and healthcare 
workers at increased risk. 

Prior to and “just after” 
Thanksgiving, Baker said 
that the “data was showing 
progress” from the restric-
tions put in place about 
a month ago, including a 
stay at home advisory from 
10pm to 5am, and reducing 
the indoor gathering lim-
it to 10 people. But as the 
state encounters a second 
surge of the virus and cases 
continue to increase, more 

restrictions are being put in 
place. 

He said that there is 
“hope” with the vaccine 
coming soon, but “we can-
not simply wait for the vac-
cine to get here.” 

Reverting back to Phase 
Three, Step One will help 
to “reduce the opportuni-
ties this virus can have to 
spread,” said Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito. Baker ac-
knowledged that a lot has 
been asked of both resi-
dents and businesses over 
the past nine months, but 
everyone needs to continue 
to follow the guidelines in 
order to slow spread of the 
virus to ensure health and 
safety for all communities 
across the state. 

“Today’s announce-
ment is meant to tighten 
up guidance and to ensure 
that all residents are taking 
the proper COVID-19 pre-
vention measures, no mat-
ter where they are,” Polito 
said. 

Starting on Sunday, the 
outdoor gathering limit at 
event venues will be re-
duced from 100  people to 
50, and people hosting out-
door gatherings with more 
than 25 people “will now 
be responsible for notifying 
their local board of health,” 
Polito said. Additionally, 
the rollback requires in-
door theaters, performance 
venues, and “higher contact 
indoor recreation business-
es” to close, according to 

the state, and theaters and 
performance venues that 
are outdoors may not op-
erate with more than 25% 
capacity, and not more than 
50 people. 

Statewide, capacity 
limits for arcades, driving 
and flight schools, gyms, 
libraries, museums, retail, 
offices, places of worship, 
lodging common areas, 
movie theaters, and gold 
facilities, will be reduced 
from 50 percent to 40 per-
cent, the state said. Movie 
theaters may not have more 
than 50 people per theater. 

Polito said that the ad-
ministration is “hoping 
this will be a temporary 
closure,” and that they will 
“consider reopening” in-
door theaters and perfor-
mance venues” when the 
data and hospitalizations 
improve.  

Additionally, there are 
new guidelines for restau-
rants as well, including that 
masks are required at all 
times inside restaurants ex-
pect for when actively eat-
ing and drinking. No more 
than six people per table 
will be allowed, and all ta-
bles will have a 90 minute 
time limit. Also, musical 
performances at restaurants 
will no longer be allowed, 
and food court seating at 
malls will be closed. 

Polito said that residents 
should only eat at restau-
rants with people in their 
immediate household. She 
added that all social clubs 
serving food must abide by 
the restaurant guidelines. 

Inside gyms and fitness 
centers, masks are required 
at all times, and all office 
workers are also required 
to wear masks except when 
not in their own person-
al workspace, and the use 
of break rooms should 
be limited or eliminated. 
Polito also suggested that 
employers continue to use 
teleworking as much as 
possible to slow the spread.

“In order to beat this vi-
rus, we must all continue to 
do our part,” Polito said. 

Baker said that these 
new restrictions will help 
to prevent infection and 
the spread of the virus, 
“especially in indoor set-
tings,” and will also help to 
“reduce mobility” and the 
amount of time that people 
spend with those outside of 
their household. 

“There’s nothing more 
powerful than people play-
ing their part and under-
standing their role,” Baker 
said.  

EVO Real Estate Group 
and OnPoint Capital held 
a food drive at Spencer 
Flats, 208 Spencer Ave., 
Chelsea.

EVO residential sales 
agents Paul Passacantil-
li and Karina Mejia were 
present at the beautiful, 
new condominium com-
plex to host the event and 
meet residents.

Passacantilli said, “At 
EVO Boston, our focus 
extends far beyond the 
transactional nature of real 
estate.  Equally important 
to our brokerage is serving 
the community in which 
we live and work.  This 
holiday season is differ-
ent. As the world battles 
a pandemic, we have to 
look out for those in our 
community who are less 
fortunate.”

The Spencer Flats are 
an eight-unit project con-
sisting of 2 one-bedroom, 
one-bathroom units, and 6 
two-bedroom, two-bath-
room units, all with pri-

vate outdoor space and 
deeded, off-street parking 
spots.

Prospective buyers can 
contact Mr. Passacantilli 
at 617-963-6128.

Parks / Continued from page 1

Send uS Your newS
The Chelsea Record encourages residents to submit birth and engagement an-

nouncements, news releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social news, sports stories, 
and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 
Broadway, Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151. Items can also be faxed to 
781-485-1403. The Independent also encourages readers to  e-mail news releases to 
editor@chelsearecord.com.

The Chelsea Record assumes no financial responsibility for typographical 
errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the advertisement in which 
the  error occurs. Advertisers will please  notify the management immediately of 
any errors that may occur.

Cataldo / Continued from page 1

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Paul Passacantilli and Karina Mejia of EVO Real Estate 
joined with On-Point Capital to host a food drive at the 
Spencer Flats, 208 Spencer Ave. The two residential sales 
agents are pictured at the beautiful, new condominium 
complex during the food drive.

EVO Real Estate Group, OnPoint Capital
holds food drive at Spencer Flats, Chelsea

Baker Administration announces 
statewide rollback to Step Three

ister the vaccine…When 
the vaccine rolls out to the 
general public, that’s still 
being worked out.”

President Dennis Cat-
aldo said paramedics are 
being considered as a key 
part of that roll out, just as 
Gov. Charlie Baker put in 
the state’s first order for 
the Pfizer vaccine last Fri-
day. With the ability to be 
mobile on the SmartCare 
unit, it makes their team 
even more valuable.

“There is a lot of dis-
cussion right now about 
the roll out, but we’d cer-
tainly be able to help with 
the distribution,” he said. 
“Certainly paramedics are 
a population that are be-
ing considered and would 
be available to do the 
COVID-19 vaccinations.”

SmartCare, howev-
er, has already proven its 
worth during COVID-19 
and has gotten high praise 
from physicians, partic-
ularly in Emergency De-
partment settings. Right 
now, they are deployed to 
do testing in communities 
around the area. Prior to 
that, SmartCare worked 
in its traditional role to 
take medicine to patients. 
Using remote technolo-
gy, paramedics were able 

to interact with patients 
at their home and with a 
physician online to pro-
vide monitoring and care. 
Though they began that 
service in the summer of 
2019, it became well-po-
sitioned to really help in 
COVID-19 as it allowed 
vulnerable patients to get 
in-person care without 
having to travel to a hos-
pital and be exposed to the 
virus.

“SmartCare really was 
a service to fill in the gaps 
in patient care that utilized 
the skill set of a paramedic 
and adjust slightly to the 
role of a paramedic and 
be a home care provid-
er,” said Cataldo. “When 
it came to COVID-19, it 
became useful for several 
patients to be able to get 
care and not have to travel 
to the Emergency Room if 
not necessary.”

SmartCare units are 
able to visit the home, do 
an assessment of the pa-
tient, and then bring the 
physician in online. There, 
the physician can consult 
with the patient and the 
paramedic and provide 
services quickly. In the 
past, that could have been 
a very long series of events 
– making an appointment, 

coming to the hospital two 
weeks later and then get-
ting a resolution.

Hoffenberg said they 
have increased their calls 
by 500 percent a month 
since starting last year, 
and some of their custom-
ers now include the largest 
medical institutions in the 
United States.

“They’re starting to 
recognize the depth of 
care we can provide for 
patients and contribute to 
their overall health,” he 
said. “With little market-
ing and notoriety, we’ve 
grown quite a bit.”

Now, after having prov-
en so valuable in COVID 
and now becoming a key 
testing service, they are 
poised to be a key partic-
ipant in what could be an 
historic delivery of medi-
cine to the public.

“I think it will be a 
small runway where there 
is a little hesitancy for 
some to accept the vac-
cine as being safe and re-
liable for everyone,” said 
Cataldo. “There are cer-
tain populations where the 
benefit far outweighs the 
concerns…I think every-
one would agree all eyes 
are on this thing.”

found.
Those numbers indicat-

ed that many of the parks 
– paid for with state grant 
money and City funds – 
had come in at costs of 
$800,000 or $900,000 to 
refurbish. Meanwhile, 
Quigley Park only got an 
investment of $200,000 in 
2014.

He said that came only 
when he told them a wall 
needed to be fixed as it 
was dangerous.

However, the biggest 
indignity to Recupero was 
the larger investment in 
the dog park than in Quig-
ley.

“We have here 
$279,868 for the dog park 

and Quigley Park gets 
$200,000,” he said. “What 
are you saying? So, what 
you’re saying is people 
in that area aren’t worth 
more than a dog park.”

He said he wanted to 
thank Ambrosino for pri-
oritizing those parks and 
righting what he felt was a 
wrong from the past.

money that comes from 
the federal government 
for COVID-19 related ex-
penses.

Ambrosino said the 
amount was $3 million 
above the previous allot-
ment provided by Gov. 
Charlie Baker. The mon-
ey will be used to fund 
all of the COVID relief 
since July 1. That includes 
the Chelsea Legal Clinic, 
Rental Assistance Round 
2, Chelsea Eats and the 
Food Pantry program.

•CENSUS WAS A 
DUD IN CHELSEA

It was reported on Mon-

day night that early indi-
cations appear that Chel-
sea, at least officially, will 
have a smaller population 
in the 2020 number than it 
did in the 2010 number – 
a number that was entirely 
too low back then.

It was bad news for all 
facets of government in 
the City, from simply hav-
ing a good count of resi-
dents to losing out on mil-
lions in federal funding.

“Unfortunately, due 
mostly to the COVID-19 
pandemic, our outreach 
efforts were constrained,” 
said Ambrosino. “As a re-

sult, our self-response rate 
was lower than hoped for 
and worse than in 2010.”

The self-response rate 
is made up of those that 
sent in their Census forms 
or filled it out online ear-
lier this year. It doesn’t 
include those that were 
counted last summer and 
fall in door-to-door ef-
forts.

State data for the Cen-
sus 2020 is expected in 
early 2021, and data for 
cities like Chelsea is ex-
pected to come in the 
spring.

Help / Continued from page 1

The state submitted 
the Commonwealth’s ini-
tial vaccine order to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), and expects to get 
300,000 doses of the Pfiz-
er vaccine by the end of 
December. 

The federal government 
allocated Massachusetts 
59,475 doses of the Pfiz-
er COVID-19 vaccine for 
this first shipment that is 
part of 300,000 doses that 
the CDC is expected to 
send to Massachusetts by 
the end of December. The 
first allotment of 300,000 
COVID vaccines will be 
for the first dose of a two-
dose regimen.

Anticipating that the 
federal government will 

soon issue emergen-
cy use authorizations 
for additional vaccines, 
the Administration has 
been working with the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Ad-
visory Group to prepare 
for a safe, equitable and 
efficient distribution that 
is based on guidance from 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion.

The Commonwealth 
has actively been working 
on preparedness and plan-
ning for a COVID-19 vac-
cine since early August. 
Over the past decade, 
the Commonwealth has 
invested in the state-of-
the-art Massachusetts Im-
munization Information 
System (MIIS), which 

serves as the state’s vac-
cine registry, ordering 
system, and inventory sys-
tem. DPH has enhanced 
MIIS to prepare to admin-
ister the COVID-19 vac-
cine.

This week, the Admin-
istration will roll out fur-
ther information on vacci-
nation prioritization.

For more information:
•Preparing for 

a COVID-19 Vac-
cine: https://www.mass.
gov/info-details/prepar-
ing-for-a-covid-19-vac-
cine

•COVID-19 Vac-
cination Plan 
(DRAFT):  https://www.
mass.gov/doc/massachu-
setts-interim-draft-plan/
download.

Baker Administration orders first COVID-19 
vaccines, expects December delivery
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TWO CHELSEA 
RESIDENTS 
NAMED TO HONOR 
ROLL AT BC HIGH

Boston College High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that the follow-
ing students from Chel-
sea have been named to 
the school’s First Quarter 
Honor Roll.  

BC High successfully 
reopened for in-person 
learning this past Septem-
ber using a hybrid model, 
with two cohorts of stu-
dents coming onto cam-
pus on alternating weeks. 
This model provided all 
BC High students with 
completely synchronous 
learning opportunities 
throughout the fall, re-
gardless of whether the 
student was at school or 
at home. The school also 
implemented extensive 
safety protocols to help 
keep students, faculty, 
staff, and others safe and 
healthy during the global 
pandemic, and plans to 
continue offering in-per-
son instruction in January.

1st Quarter High Hon-
ors

For High Honors a 
Sophomore, Junior, and 
Senior must have at least 
a 3.80 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” 
or higher. Freshmen need 
a 3.6 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” or 
higher.

• Alvaro Deras
1st Quarter Honors
For Honors a Sopho-

more, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.20 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher. 
Freshmen need a 3.165 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher.

• Emmanouil Leonidou
About Boston College 

High School: Boston 
College High School is 

a Jesuit, Catholic, col-
lege-preparatory school 
for young men in grades 
7 to 12. Founded in 1863, 
the school enrolls ap-
proximately 1,500 stu-
dents from more than 140 
communities in eastern 
Massachusetts. For more 
information please visit 
bchigh.edu.

REGIS STUDENTS 
MAKE THE 
DEAN’S LIST

Regis College is 
pleased to announce that 
603 students made the 
Dean’s List for academic 
achievement for the 2020 
spring semester. The fol-
lowing students  were 
among those who made 
the dean’s list.

* Alexa Cuellar, of 
Chelsea, class of 2022.

* Briana Ramirez, of 
Chelsea, class of 2022.

To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List as a senior, ju-
nior or sophomore at Re-
gis, a student must have a 
semester grade point aver-

age (GPA) of at least 3.50. 
For first-year students, a 
semester GPA of at least 
3.25 must be attained.

“I am very pleased to 
see so many of our stu-
dents excelling across the 
university,” said Regis 
College Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, Mary 
Erina Driscoll, PhD. “The 
Dean’s List and the di-
versity of academic dis-
ciplines speak to a ded-
icated student body and 
to a faculty that promotes 
intellectual curiosity and 
achievement.”

Regis College is a 
coed, Catholic university 
12 miles west of Boston 
in Weston, Mass. With 
over 3,000 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and doc-
toral students enrolled on 
campus and in fully online 
graduate programs, Regis 
provides an academically 
rigorous education with-
in the schools of nursing, 
arts and sciences, busi-
ness and communication, 
and health sciences. Visit 
https://www.regiscollege.
edu/ to learn more.

NEWS Briefs by Seth Daniel

School UpdateS

Fight the Flu
The flu vaccine is vitally 

important this year!
Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings 
are clean and safe. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401. 
For children 18 and younger 
and their families, call: 
617-568-4477.

www.ebnhc.org/flushot

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Jeyachandran, Nathaneal Heath, Kristin S 50 Boatswains Way #106      $461,750
Alvarez, Edwin F          Castillo, Fredy O    32 Carroll St              $630,000
Barisano, Arthur Bell, David 160 Commandants Way #203 $383,500
Salzman, Stephanie Khouri, Ralph J 34 Gillooly Rd            $740,000 
Bautista, Ulisis Martinez, Jorge A  31 Library St              $775,000
Dolloff-Wolfe, Barbara     Zhu, Dandan 505 Washington Ave #41 $220,000

JEFF@CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM  |   781-201-9488

1 & 2 BEDROOM CONDOS
OCCUPANCY WINTER 2021

JEFFREY BOWEN, LISTING AGENT
JEFF@CHELSEAREALESTATE.COM    781-201-9488
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DISTRICT UPDATES
•School Committee 

Members were recognized 
at last week’s meeting for 
their roles as Chairwom-
an, Vice-chair, Delegate 
to the City Council, and 
Delegate to the Shore Col-
laborative.  Each member 
received a certificate and 
Chairwoman Kelly Garcia 
received a special plaque 
as the chair. Thank you 
to all members for your 
service during an unprec-
edented year.

•Last Thursday, the Ele-
mentary school hosted the 
3rd session of Elementary 
Online Parent Academy 
OPA.  The focus was See-
Saw platform that is used 
by our youngest learners.  
There were about 25 fam-
ilies who attended and 
participated.  We taught 
and reviewed information 
to help parents navigate 
when checking in on their 
students’ work and com-
munication with teachers.  
The sessions will go into 
2021.

MORRIS H. SEIGAL 
CLARK AVE. 
UPDATES

•Some of the sixth grade 
students at the Morris H. 
Seigal Clark Avenue Mid-
dle School participated in 
Latinx Kidlit Book Festi-
val. Students were lucky 
to hear the accomplished 
and amazing author Eliz-
abeth Acevedo. 

SOKOLOWSKI 
UPDATES

•In order to contin-
ue with a beloved tra-
dition, the school spe-
cialist team hosted 
the Annual Sokolows-
ki Turkey Trot [Virtual 
Edition]. On Tuesday 
before the Thanksgiving 
break, all classes got to-
gether during their sched-
uled specialist time for 
some fun Turkey/Thanks-
giving related physical ac-
tivities.

•In Science, Sokolows-
ki students became en-
gineers. Students in Ms. 
Braga’s Functional Aca-

demics class built gum-
drop towers, and students 
in Ms. Lopez’s fourth 
grade class designed and 
created earthquake proof 
houses.  Ms. Caruso was 
very impressed with all 
of their hard work and 
creativity.  Great job en-
gineers.

CHELSEA 
OPPORTUNITY 
ACADEMY 
UPDATES

COA continued its tra-
ditional Thanksgiving cel-
ebration. Students came 
by school to pick up tradi-
tional meals to take home 
for the entire family.  Stu-
dents were welcomed 
by staff and a couple of 
turkeys. Some 170 meals 
were distributed to COA 
students and families and 
another 80 meals were do-
nated to the Chelsea Col-
laborative.  Special thank 
you to COA staff members 
and the business office for 
their support in making 
this event a success.

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

Staff Report

Santa’s always been 
mobile, but COVID-19 
this year has him moving 
quite efficiently.

The City, Chamber of 
Commerce and a number 
of partners are coming to-
gether to have Santa Claus 
hosted in a parade through 
Chelsea on Dec. 19 from 
3-5 p.m. Residents can 
look out their windows, 
from their porches/balco-
nies or on Facebook.

Chelsea Police, Chelsea 
Fire, Cataldo Ambulance 
and several classic cars 
will accompany Santa 
through the streets.

The three routes are as 
follows (maps are avail-
able on the City of Chel-
sea’s website):

•#1 – Chestnut to Med-
ford to Beacon to Mulber-
ry to Chestnut to Everett 
Avenue to Essex Street 
and back on Congress Av-
enue.

•#2 – Park Street to 

Central Ave/Willow to 
Marlborough to High-
land Street to Broadway/
Stockton to Clark Avenue 
to Orange Street to Carter 
Street to Washington Ave-
nue to Jefferson Avenue.

•#3 – Jefferson Avenue 
to Exeter Street to Wes-
ley Street to Washing-
ton Avenue/Prospect to 
Springvale to Washing-
ton Avenue to Sagamore 
Avenue to Bloomingdale 
Street to Washington Av-
enue.

Santa Parade to go through Chelsea on Dec. 19

COVID CASE 
UPDATE

Positive cases in Chel-
sea blew up in the days 
after Thanksgiving with a 
huge spike in cases, reg-
istering 376 positive cas-
es of COVID-19 between 
Nov. 30 and Dec. 6. That 
was more than double the 
amount of cases in the 
previous week, which was 
149. That said, the early 
week numbers were a bit 
lower, with 16 cases on 
Dec. 6, and 29 on Dec. 7.

ROUTE 1 HOUSING 
PROGRAM

In an effort to enhance 
and preserve the quality of 
the existing housing sup-
ply in the City of Chelsea, 
the City has premiered 
the Route 1 Housing En-
hancements Program.

The Program provides 
assistance to homeowners 
seeking to address sound 
attenuation, air quality im-
provements, and exterior 
repairs. Targeting prop-
erties adjacent to Route 
1, the Program strives to 
mitigate the adverse pub-
lic health effects caused 
by Route 1, including, but 
not limited to, noise pollu-
tion, degraded air quality, 
and property damage that 
occurred during recent 
state construction.

Learn more about 
this program and find 
the application online at 
www.ChelseaMa.gov/
Route-1-Enhancement.

EMERGENCY 
RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM - 
ROUND 2

The second round of 
the Emergency Rental As-
sistance Program is now 
open for residents who 
have been financially im-
pacted by COVID-19 and 
make under 50% of the 
Area Median Income. The 
maximum award amount 
is three months of hous-
ing expenses or $5,000, 
whichever is less. If you 
have already applied for 
the first round of the pro-
gram you are already on 
the waitlist and do NOT 
need to reapply. If you 
received funding from 
the first round you do not 
qualify for this round. Ap-
plications are available 

upon request from 311/ 
617-466-4209. The appli-
cation period will close on 
December 11, 2020. 

Program Details & Ap-
plication: www.chelsea-
ma.gov/Rental-Assistance

CULTURAL 
COUNCIL GRANT 
APPLICATION 
DEADLINE 
EXTENDED

Chelsea Cultural Coun-
cil Grant application dead-
line has been extended to 
Monday, December 14, 
2020. Paper and Online 
Applications are available 
at https://bit.ly/2GhFQQV 

GRANTS support in-
dividuals, schools, and 
organizations for projects 
in the arts, humanities, & 
sciences. Further infor-
mation at 617 466-4090, 
or culturalcouncil@chel-
seama.gov.

SAVE A LIFE, WEAR 
A MASK

If you see businesses or 
workplaces not comply-
ing with safety guidelines, 
please report it by calling 
the City of Chelsea 311 
(non-emergencies line) at 
617-466-4209 or visiting 
mass.gov/compliance.

HOUSING LEGAL 
CLINIC

Chelsea Housing Le-
gal Clinic is available to 
help low-income residents 
with landlord mediation, 
eviction proceedings, and 
other housing legal issues. 
Due to Covid-19, the of-
fice cannot accept walk-
ins. Please call 617-603-
1700 or 1-800-342-LAWS 
for initial inquiries and to 

schedule an appointment. 
The call center pandemic 
hours are:

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday: 9am-noon

Tuesday & Thursday: 
12:30-3:30 p.m.

Please be patient as the 
CHLC expects to receive 
a large number of calls.

For more information, 
visit www.chelseama.gov/
CHLC

OUTDOOR DINING 
EXTENDED

Outdoor Dining Permits 
have been extended until 
Dec. 31, but all licensees 
must seek an extension. It 
is not automatic. All the 
licensee has to do is call 
Naomi Libran or email 
her. 617.466. 4152 - nli-
bran@chelseama.gov .

CHELSEA 
HERITAGE MURAL

The Chelsea Heritage 
Mural will be an 80-foot 
painted mural on alumi-
num panels installed on 
the Fifth Street side of 
472 Broadway in Bell-
ingham Square. It will be 
designed and painted by 
David Fichter. The artist 
is known for a distinctive, 
realistic style that features 
the people, architecture, 
and other details reflec-
tive of the mural location. 
Working with residents of 
all ages, he’s completed 
more than 200 permanent 
murals that have become 
beloved local landmarks 
that communicate the sto-
ry of each neighborhood. 

The City asking for 
your ideas for the content 
of this mural. Submit your 
ideas and learn more about 
the project here:

https://bit.ly/32TjcWA
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LETTER to the Editor

When does Christmas begin?
Dr. Glenn Mollette

Christmas has different 
beginning times for most 
everyone.

For some it’s when you 
put up the Christmas tree 
and decorations.

For others it’s when you 
wrap some presents and 
put them under the tree. 

While for others it’s 
about the Christmas mu-
sic. When they first start 
hearing Christmas songs 
on the radio then Christ-
mas has begun for them. 

Christmas may begin 
for you when your family 
arrives home to share in 
your celebration. Or your 
Christmas celebration 
may really begin when 
your family finally leaves.

When I was a child 
Christmas started for me 
when everything came to-
gether. The big fresh tree 
was hewn down from the 
hillside. Once it was dec-
orated, I started watch-
ing for Santa.  But it still 
was ‘t Christmas until I 
came up with a big pack-

age of firecrackers, cher-
ry bombs and other noisy 
fireworks.  I always loved 
putting firecrackers and 
cherry bombs under cans 
to see how far they would 
fly through the air. 

My mother would make 
cookies, cakes and pies. 
My dad would always buy 
a big box of apples and or-
anges. It seems like they 
lasted a week. 

Christmas really began 
when family came home. 
When we all got togeth-
er that’s when it seemed 
Christmas really started. 
The excitement came by 
us all being together. Shar-
ing gifts was fun and pro-
vided moments of laugh-
ter. Eating my mother’s 
delicious meal was always 
a stable holiday treat we 
always enjoyed. 

The best past part was 
everyone being together 
for a couple of days. With 
social distancing, this may 
be one element of Christ-
mas that many will not get 
to enjoy in 2020. 

So many thousands of 
people have died from 
Covid-19 and they will be 
missed at the Christmas 
table. If this is you please 
cling to the hope of life 
beyond this world and that 
you will see your loved 
one again.

I believe throughout our 
planet that seeing our sick 
friends get well would 
make Christmas for  all of 
us. 

Christmas is different 
this year. We must enter 
Christmas this year with 
hope. You have to have 
hope to live. Life with-
out hope is like a car with 
no fuel. A vaccine for 
Covid-19 is coming. We 
are praying this will spare 
lives in 2021. We have 
hope that by next Christ-
mas we can all get togeth-
er and celebrate. 

Keep in mind there 
has never been anything 
normal about Christmas. 
Mary and Joseph and 
the baby spent their first 
Christmas in a barn which 

was like a cave for ani-
mals. The baby was laid 
in a cow’s trough for a 
bed.  Christmas always 
has the potential of being 
very different. 

Remember Christmas 
is in your heart and that’s 
where your main celebra-
tion and hope lie. May 
hope and Christmas be 
bright and rekindled anew 
and afresh. May you with-
in your spirit hear the bells 
on Christmas day. And, 
may you hear the angels 
sing, “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace 
to all men on whom his fa-
vor rests.” 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

HAPPY HANUKKAH
The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known 

as the Festival of Lights, gets underway this Thursday, 
December 10, and will culminate next Friday, Decem-
ber 18.

In summary, Hanukkah commemorates the victory of 
the Maccabees -- a group of fierce warriors who used 
guerilla tactics against an occupying army -- in 166 
BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish people 
from the Greek-based rulers who essentially had out-
lawed the Jewish religion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city 
of Jerusalem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, 
tossing out the images of the Greek gods that had been 
installed there by the occupying rulers.

When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah 
candles in the Temple, they thought they only had one 
day’s worth of oil. However, the lights remained lit for 
eight days -- hence the miracle of the Festival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, 
marked by large gatherings of friends and families and 
the playing of traditional games such as the dreidel and 
eating traditional foods such as latkes.

Although Hanukkah celebrations this year will be 
much more subdued than is typical because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we wish all of our Jewish friends 
a happy, healthy, and meaningful Hanukkah in 2020.

THE VIRUS IS A HUNTER -- 
AND WE ARE ITS PREY

It now has been nine months since lockdowns went 
into effect in many states, including here in Massachu-
setts on March 16. However, despite all of our previous 
efforts, the COVID-19 pandemic is surging across the 
entire United States.

The pleas of public health and government officials 
can only go so far if Americans fail to heed their warn-
ings and do not take the common-sense and easy-to-
follow steps of wearing masks, maintaining physical 
distance, and not congregating in group settings of any 
kind.

With the promise of a vaccine on the horizon, this is 
no time to let our guard down. The virus is everywhere 
and no one is safe from it. Each and every one of us 
must assume personal responsibility for the safety of 
ourselves, our families, and our friends.

The coronavirus is a living organism that is stalking 
us wherever we go and whatever we do. We are its prey 
-- and it requires that we must be ever-vigilant in order 
to avoid becoming another victim and spreading it to 
others. 

Selfishness and failure to follow the rules simply are 
not options amidst this widening pandemic.

PEARL HARBOR WAS 
79 YEARS AGO

It was 79 years ago this week -- December 7 -- that 
the nation of Japan launched its attack on Pearl Harbor.

The very next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
convened a joint session of Congress in which he fa-
mously declared the attack as, “A day that will live in 
infamy,” and asked Congress for a Declaration of War.

For more than two years prior to the attack, America 
had stayed out of the war that already had engulfed the 
rest of the world. By the time of the Japanese attack, 
Hitler’s Nazis had conquered all of continental Europe 
and much of Africa, while the Japanese had invaded al-
most all of Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philip-
pines and other small islands in the Pacific.

Americans clung to the belief that our isolation, sep-
arated from the rest of the world by two oceans, would 
keep us out of the war. But after Pearl Harbor, we no 
longer could keep our heads buried in the sand.

The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief 
among them is that freedom isn’t free -- and that we 
always must be vigilant to recognize the forces of evil 
that seek to destroy our way of life.

Guest Op-ed

FINALIZE, PASS 
AND ENACT A 
COVID RELIEF 
PACKAGE

To the Editor:
With Election Day well 

behind us and most races 
settled, we renew our ur-
gent request for action to 
help stave off further job 
loss on Main Street, es-
pecially as spiking coro-
navirus cases put econo-
mies across the country 
at further risk. A COVID 
RELIEF NOW Coalition 
survey of over 1,800 cit-
ies, counties and industry 
associations finds 80% 
of respondents indicating 

their financial health has 
been impacted negatively 
by COVID-19.

The time to advance the 
next round of COVID-re-
lated economic relief is 
now, during the 2020 
lame-duck legislative ses-
sion. Our country can’t 
wait until 2021. Nine-
ty-one percent of respon-
dents believe that without 
another stimulus, their 
business, organization or 
government’s condition 
will worsen.

New jobless claims 
again exceeded 700,000. 
There are signs that a 
once-nascent jobs re-

covery has markedly 
cooled—especially at the 
lower rungs of the income 
ladder. Thirty-five percent 
of respondents to our sur-
vey say their business, or-
ganization or government 
has slashed its workforce 
due to the current eco-
nomic situation. Howev-
er, the worst may be yet 
to come: 95% of survey 
respondents believe their 
organization or industry 
will face growing chal-
lenges—or be forced to 
shutter altogether.

Revenue shortfalls are 
imperiling the delivery of 
many public services for 
both city and county gov-
ernments. In fact, most 
local governments believe 
they will face significant 
challenges in providing 
needed services.

Though certain seg-
ments of the economy 
have managed to adapt 
and thrive during the pan-
demic, others are at the 
mercy of coronavirus-re-
lated shutdowns, and have 
borne the worst of the 
economic fallout. Trav-
el, for instance—which 
encompasses segments 
like lodging and trans-
portation, but also has 
enormous downstream 
impact for industries such 
as restaurants, retail and 
business events—current-
ly accounts for more than 

a third of all U.S. unem-
ployment. Travel-sup-
ported jobs employed one 
in 10 Americans prior to 
COVID-19, but 4.5 mil-
lion of those jobs are pro-
jected to be lost by year’s 
end.

Spiking infection rates 
and new rounds of restric-
tions have profoundly di-
minished the outlook for 
an immediate economic 
recovery. Earlier rounds 
of legislative relief never 
anticipated the extended 
length of closures and pro-
tracted reopenings. Huge 
numbers of the most-im-
pacted employers have al-
ready exhausted aid funds 
with a recovery yet to 
materialize—or were left 
unable to access the relief 
programs to begin with.

Although encouraging 
news on a vaccine offers a 
ray of light at the end of 
a long and very dark tun-
nel, under the best possi-
ble scenario it will not be 
widely available in time 
to prevent the permanent 
loss of more businesses 
and the communities they 
sustain.

A huge and diverse coa-
lition of business and pub-
lic-sector voices has been 
pleading with Washington 
for months to reach a new 
relief deal. Each passing 
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Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
recently joined with his 
colleagues in the Mas-
sachusetts Legislature in 
passing a Fiscal Year 2021 
(FY21) budget to invest 
in programs and services 
across the Common-
wealth. Funded at $46.2 
billion, the budget aims 
to address the sweeping 
effects of the global pan-
demic and makes targeted 
investments in Senator Di-
Domenico’s top priorities, 
including housing, food 
security, early education, 
children and families, and 
public health.

 “Despite these un-
precedented times, I am 
confident that the Fis-
cal Year 2021 budget we 
put forth is a strong and 
compassionate one; one 
that meets many of our 
most pressing needs, cen-
ters our most vulnerable 
populations, and moves 
our entire Commonwealth 
towards an equitable re-
covery,” said Senator Sal 
DiDomenico. It makes 
critical investments in sec-
tors most severely impact-
ed by COVID-19 and fo-
cuses on many of the areas 
that have been my greatest 
concern throughout the 
course of this pandemic, 
including food security, 
housing supports, child-
care, and public health. I 
know that in the Senate, 
each Senator had a voice 
in crafting our budget, and 
I am truly grateful to Sen-
ate President Karen Spilka 
and Senate Ways & Means 
Chair Michael Rodrigues 
for ensuring that many of 
our community’s most ur-
gent needs were included 
in this final FY21 budget.”

 Continuing the Legis-
lature’s support of target-
ed investments in educa-
tion, this budget provides 
$5.283 billion in Chapter 
70 education funding, an 
increase of $107.6 mil-
lion over Fiscal Year 2020 
(FY20). The education 
budget allocations in-
clude:

• $53 million in 
COVID-related student 
supports;

• $345.2 million for Cir-
cuit Breaker Special Edu-
cation reimbursement;

• $117 million for Char-
ter School Reimburse-
ment; and

• $82 million for Re-
gional School Transporta-
tion reimbursement.

 Due to the pandemic, 
access to safe and afford-
able housing for many 
families across the Com-
monwealth has taken on 
new urgency. This bud-
get makes targeted in-
vestments into rental and 
housing assistance to sup-
port families, tenants and 
property owners during 
this time of crisis:

· $180 million for Emer-
gency Assistance Family 
Shelters;

· $135 million for the 
Massachusetts Rent-
al Voucher Program 
(MRVP);

· $50 million for Res-
idential Assistance for 
Families in Transition 
(RAFT), as well as emer-
gency changes to the 
RAFT program to increase 
the maximum amount 
of rental assistance that 
a household can receive 
from $4,000 to $10,000 
and allow eligible house-
holds facing a housing cri-
sis to access both RAFT 
and HomeBASE;

· $80 million for public 
housing subsidies;

· $56 million for home-
less individual shelters;

· $13 million for home-
less student transporta-

tion;
· $12.5 million for 

the Alternative Hous-
ing Voucher Program 
(AHVP), which provides 
rental assistance to people 
with disabilities;

· $11 million for De-
partment of Mental Health 
Rental Subsidy Program; 
and

· $8 million for un-
accompanied homeless 
youth.

Throughout the pan-
demic, Senator DiDomen-
ico has worked on legisla-
tion to provide additional 
protections for renters and 
struggling homeowners 
to help stave off an evic-
tion crisis. This budget 
includes many of reforms 
that Senator DiDomenico 
advocated for, including 
a new requirement ensur-
ing tenants facing eviction 
better understand their 
rights.

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has exacerbated the 
many housing challeng-
es our Commonwealth 
and our district have long 
experienced, but now 
we face an eviction cri-
sis we have never before 
seen,” said DiDomenico. 
“I’m pleased this budget 
includes investments in 
key housing security pro-
grams, but I am especially 
encouraged by the lan-
guage regarding “Notice 
to Quit” incorporated into 
the budget, which would 
require landlords to pro-
vide a form with informa-
tion related to the eviction 
process and resources for 
tenants. I have been advo-
cating for this Notice to 
Quit policy since the start 
of the pandemic to ensure 
that renters know their 
rights if and when facing 
eviction, and I am very 
pleased it has been includ-
ed in our budget.”

Food insecurity has 
become one of the most 
prevalent consequences of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
affecting children, adults 
and seniors alike. To that 
end, the conference report 
prioritizes access to food 
resources across the Com-
monwealth. Food insecu-
rity investments include:

• $30 million for the 
Massachusetts Emergency 
Food Assistance Program;

• $13 million in Healthy 
Incentives Programs to 
ensure vulnerable house-
holds have continued 
access to food options 
during the pandemic; and

• $1.2 million for Proj-
ect Bread to support the 
Child Nutrition Outreach 
Program and the Food 
Source Hotline.

 The budget also in-
cludes Senator DiDo-
menico’s amendment 
requiring the Baker Ad-
ministration to move for-
ward with the creation of 
a SNAP Common Appli-
cation program to con-
nect eligible MassHealth/
Medicare recipients with 
federal nutritional bene-
fits. This amendment was 
modeled off of legislation 
the Senator sponsors to 
close the “SNAP Gap” in 
Massachusetts.

 The budget builds on 
the Legislature’s com-
mitment to ensuring all 
children have access to 
high-quality early edu-
cation and care (EEC) 
during this pandemic. 
As a longtime champion 
of early education in the 
Commonwealth, Senator 
DiDomenico spoke during 
the Senate chamber’s 
debate about the major 
investments the budget 
makes in the childcare in-
dustry, and the long-term 

impact these investments 
will have for both provid-
ers and families. The bud-
get includes $25 million 
for a new Early Education 
and Care Workforce and 
COVID-19 Supports Re-
serve to provide classroom 
stabilization grants, in-
centive pay for providers, 
and support for increased 
operational costs due to 
COVID-19. In addition, 
the budget invests in those 
who work with children 
by increasing rates for ear-
ly education providers by 
$20 million and provides 
$40 million for a new re-
serve to cover parent fees 
for families receiving sub-
sidized childcare for the 
remainder of FY21. The 
budget also includes the 
following EEC invest-
ments and initiatives:

 • $15 million for Head 
Start grants;

• $10 million for EEC 
Workforce Higher Educa-
tion Opportunities;

• $2.5 million in early 
childhood mental health 
grants;

• $11 million for child 
care resource and referral 
agencies; and

• Establishes the Early 
Education and care Eco-
nomic review commission 
to review childcare fund-
ing and make recommen-
dations on policy changes 
to expand access.  

Highlighting the urgent 
need to strengthen pub-
lic health infrastructure 
at the local, state and re-
gional level to combat the 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the budget in-
cludes targeted invest-
ments aimed at redoubling 
our efforts and pushing 
forward with a proactive 
public health response to 
defeat this virus and its 
many consequences. The 
budget includes:

• $10 million for grants 
to support local boards 
of health to combat 
COVID-19;

• $1 million for a 
COVID-19 Vaccine Dis-
tribution Plan program, 
focused on equitable vac-
cine distribution;

• $50M for domestic 
violence prevention ser-
vices; and

· $169M for Bureau of 
Substance Addiction Ser-
vices to provide assistance 
to those who are battling 
substance addiction.

 Additional programs 
and services prioritized 
by Senator DiDomenico 
include:

 • $ 46 million for Adult 
Basic Education Services;

• $20 million for sum-
mer jobs for at-risk youth;

• $29M for civil legal 
aid;

• $35.4M for early 
intervention services, 
and Senator DiDomeni-
co’s amendment provid-
ing $4.1M to mitigate 
fluctuations in services 
and costs caused by 
COVID-19 pandemic;

• $6.5M for pediatric 
palliative care;

• $350/child for the 
TAFDC clothing allow-
ance;

• $510K for Safe and 
Supportive Schools;

• $1.8M for Alliance of 
Boys & Girls Clubs and 
the Alliance of YMCAs;

• $250K for Operation 
A.B.L.E., employment 
training services for work-
ers over the age of 45; and

• $250K for housing re-
lief to the cities of Everett 
and Chelsea.

 This legislation is now 
before Governor Baker for 
his signature.

DiDomenico announces strong 
Fiscal Year 2021 budget

Staff Report

The heavily-used 111 
bus route will become the 
most prioritized route in 
the MBTA system starting 
on Monday when a 1.1 
mile dedicated bus lane 
from Chelsea to Charles-
town begins on the Mys-
tic/Tobin Bridge – a pilot 
program brought on by the 
threat of a lawsuit that will 
also be accompanied by 
transit priority improve-
ments on either side of the 
Bridge.

The MBTA and Mas-
sachusetts Department 
of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) Highway Division 
announced the 1.1 mile 
dedicated bus lane for 
southbound travel on the 
Tobin Bridge will open 
for use by public trans-
portation buses on Mon-
day, December 14. This 
12-month southbound bus 
lane pilot, along with ad-
ditional transit priority ini-
tiatives and improvements 
on Broadway in Chelsea 
and North Washington 
Street Charlestown/North 
End, makes the MBTA’s 
Route 111 bus route one 
of the most prioritized bus 
routes in the MBTA sys-
tem.

“We are piloting the 
idea of a preferential lane 
for the MBTA’s 111 route 
and the lane’s success will 
be evaluated after col-
lecting data on bus travel 
times, crowding, and rid-
ership, along with how 
safe the dedicated lane 
is for all travelers,” said 
Transportation Secretary 
and CEO Stephanie Pol-
lack. “We’ve been pleased 
at how receptive in gener-
al that community mem-
bers have been during the 
pandemic to rethinking 
how public space is used, 
and we believe this is an 
opportune time to try a 
dedicated lane for buses 
traveling southbound over 
the Tobin Bridge and to-
ward City Square Tunnel.”

State Rep. Dan Ryan 
has been following the 
study of the lane, and was 
pleased to see it come 
sooner rather than later.

“I wholeheartedly sup-
port the pilot initiative by 
the MBTA regarding the 
Tobin Bridge bus lanes 
and for continuing to pri-
oritize the 111 as one of 
the most critical routes in 
the system,” he said. “I 
also want to acknowledge 
our municipal partners on 
both ends of the Tobin for 
prioritizing public tran-
sit and creating dedicated 
bus lanes throughout this 
part of the system. We are 
starting to transform how 
we look at our streets and 
how they work for people. 
This pilot program is a big 
step.”

The study of such a 
lane began last summer 
by DOT and the region-

al planning consortium, 
but it was hastened by the 
threat of a lawsuit by Con-
servation Law Foundation 
(CLF). That lawsuit was 
centered on restoring the 
HOV land on I-93 south-
bound, which was taken 
away as part of mitiga-
tion for the Mystic/Tobin 
Bridge repair project. 
As part of the settlement 
though, CFL was able to 
get the bus lane put into 
place immediately.

“Now is the time to im-
prove transit options and 
avoid the gridlock that 
plagued our region before 
the pandemic,” said Staci 
Rubin, Senior Attorney 
at CLF. “Reinstating the 
HOV lane and committing 
to pilot bus lanes on both 
I-93 and the Tobin Bridge 
will drastically improve 
commute times and pro-
tect the health of overbur-
dened communities like 
Chelsea and Somerville. 
By law, Massachusetts 
must prioritize bus riders 
and carpoolers on I-93 to 
address climate change, 
pollution, and congestion, 
and this settlement will 
hold our leaders account-
able.” 

Said Maria Belen Pow-
er of GreenRoots, “This 
settlement represents a 
significant victory for our 
communities. We are par-
ticularly thrilled by Mass-
DOT’s commitment to 
invest in a bus lane pilot 
on the Tobin Bridge. We 
expect the pilot to last at 
least one year followed 
by a permanent lane. We 
know it will be successful! 
Coupled with other bus 
lanes in the region such 
as the one recently im-
plemented in Chelsea, we 
know it will significantly 
improve public transit, in 
particular those who de-
pend on the 111. We ap-
plaud the Conservation 
Law Foundation and their 
tireless work towards pro-
tecting our public health 
and quality of life.”

Supporting public 
health and COVID-19 re-
covery, the MBTA’s Rap-
id Response Bus Lane 
program has identified 
corridors like the areas 
where Route 111 operates 
as these routes have seen 
some of the highest rates 
of bus ridership since 
March and experience 
above-average chronic 
delay. As of November 
2020, Route 111’s cur-

rent ridership is about 73 
percent of its pre-COVID 
levels for the same time 
period, ranking Route 111 
among one of the high-
est ridership routes in the 
MBTA bus system (third 
highest).

Extending 1.1 miles, the 
dedicated all-day bus lane 
exclusive to Bus Route 
111 begins after the Ever-
ett Avenue on-ramp merge 
in Chelsea and extends 
across the Tobin Bridge, 
ending just before the City 
Square Tunnel in Charles-
town. Dedicated bus lanes 
can reduce crowding on 
buses and also limit the 
amount of time riders 
spend in close proximity 
to others while on the bus. 
In some cases, bus lanes 
can improve service fre-
quency to further mitigate 
crowded conditions. 

This dedicated lane on 
the Tobin Bridge joins 
other recent transit pri-
ority initiatives directly 
benefitting Route 111, in-
cluding:

•Recent transit priority 
infrastructure improve-
ments on Washington 
Avenue and Broadway 
in Chelsea as part of the 
Rapid Response Bus Lane 
program,

•A bus-bicycle lane on 
North Washington from 
Causeway Street to Val-
enti Way implemented in 
September 2019 that pro-
vides bus priority from the 
North Washington Street 
Bridge to Haymarket Sta-
tion,

•Advancing plans to 
include an outbound bus 
lane on North Washington 
Street through the Rap-
id Response Bus Lane 
program and the City of 
Boston’s Healthy Streets 
initiative, and 

•An inbound bus lane 
included in the final de-
sign of MassDOT’s proj-
ect to reconstruct the 
North Washington Street 
Bridge between Charles-
town and the North End, 
which is anticipated to be 
complete in 2023. 

The pilot will be in 
place for one year with the 
bus lane’s performance 
analyzed for metrics that 
include travel time, opera-
tions, crowding, and rider-
ship. Roadway and vehi-
cle data analysis will also 
take place with roadway 
operations being moni-
tored for vehicle volumes, 
travel time, and safety.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

During the weeks 
of December 7 and De-
cember 14, there will 
be nightly weekday clo-
sures of Route 1 South-
bound Monday through 
Friday each week from 
9PM to 5AM. The detour 
for those closures will be 
that southbound traffic 
will exit Route 1 at Car-
ter Street, travel on Carter 
Street to Everett Avenue, 
turn left onto Everett Av-
enue, and turn right onto 

the Everett Avenue on-
ramp to rejoin the high-
way.

•December 2020 Local 
Street Closures

In addition, from Mon-
day, December 
7 through Friday, De-
cember 11 there will 
be full daytime closures 
of Arlington Street where 
it passes under the via-
duct from 7AM to 3PM.

TRAVEL TIPS
Drivers should take 

care to pay attention to all 
signage and move careful-
ly through the work zone. 
Police details, lane mark-
ings, temporary barriers, 
traffic cones, signage, and 
other tools will be used 
to control traffic and cre-
ate safe work zones.  For 
additional information, 
please see https://www.
mass.gov/tobin-bridgech-
elsea-curves-rehabilita-
tion-project

Temporary Closures on Route 1 
Southbound and Arlington Street

Dedicated bus lane to start on 
Mystic/Tobin Bridge this Monday
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Kettles/ Continued from page 1

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year
But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!

Join Us in sharing old photos 
with Santa Claus! 

Photos of Christmases Past
and Photos of your 
Holiday Spirit from 
the comforts of home

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Former City Councillor Joe Perlatonda makes his donation while Councilor Leo Robinson 
rings the bell.

Edith Zavala, Capt. Brenda Gonzalez, Todd Kulakowski of Market Basket, Officer Sammy Mojica, Aracely Gamboa and 
Dennis Gonzalez of Market Basket.

Councillor Leo Robinson, Capt. Isael Gonzalez and City Manager Tom Ambrosino.

Capt. Isael Gonzalez, Councillor Leo Robinson, Capt. Brenda Gonzalez, Former Councillor 
Joe Perlatonda, and Officer Sammy Mojica. 

Capt. Isael Gonzalez, Capt. Sally Warren, Capt. Steve Warren (both of Canton), and Capt. 
Brenda Gonzalez.

Aracely Gamboa shook a tambourine to grab attention at 
the Market Basket last Friday to help raise money for the 
local site on Chestnut Street.

and families continues in 
2021.

“It’s the time to give 
back,” said Robinson. “I 
think it’s our duty to step 
up and help those less for-
tunate than we might be. 

If everyone gave a dollar 
or two, think of how much 
that would equal. We can 
forgo a coffee or a pack 
of cigarettes to donate this 
year to a worthy cause.”

The Red Kettle fund-

raisers will be at Market 
Basket through the holi-
day season, but donations 
can also be made online 
at www.salvationarmyw-
pa.org/RescueChristmas.

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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Happy HanukkahHappy Hanukkah
The gift of love, the gift of peace 
The gift of happiness…May these 

be yours at Hanukkah.

 

 
 

   

WISHING YOU A SAFE, HAPPY, 
AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON
From buying or refinancing a home to safeguarding your savings 
and everything in between, we’re here to help.

Call 877.MY.METRO or click MetroCU.org.

Insured by NCUA  |  Member MSIC  |  NMLS# 198524  |

THE EASTERN SALT CO. (617) 884-5201 
37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

Warm wishes for a Happy & Healthy Hanukkah

CITY 
MANAGER
THOMAS G. THOMAS G. 

AMBROSINOAMBROSINO

May all the joys of Hanukkah 
fill your heart throughout 

the New Year

TRANSDEL CORP.
Have a Happy Hanukkah & a Great New Year!

kind on the market. They 
provide a unified respira-
tory system that makes it 
easy to switch and cus-
tomize therapies, creating 
a simple system to use and 
manage. Most important-
ly, these ventilators offer 
greater mobility, enhanc-
ing the quality of life for 
residents.

The extreme isolation 
typically affecting people 
on vents is eliminated at 
the Center. Instead, res-
idents actively socialize 
and interact with other 
residents, staff, and visi-
tors.  

Beyond that, resi-
dents on vents have gone 
camping, attended Disney 
World and even produced 
a full, award-winning film 
using only eye movement 
technology.

The situation came 
about when the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts 
reached out to Chelsea 
Jewish to see if they had 
any room for expansion, 
and if they could make it 
happen. 

“The Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts has al-
ways had a great deal of 
respect for the work we 
do at the Leonard Flor-
ence Center for Living,” 
said Berman. “When they 
reached out to us, we were 
very happy to accommo-
date them and open up 20 
beds for individuals living 
on ventilators.”

Berman explained that 
Bill Stein and his family 

were instrumental in creat-
ing the McDonald House 
– a home that treats New 
York residents with ALS 
in Chelsea. He has been 
a benefactor of that ef-
fort, and others, for years 
with only a gentleman’s 
agreement, Berman said. 
Though the Stein family 
did not ask for it, it was 
precisely why Berman 
said the new vent house 
had to carry their name.

“In this line of work, 
so many who give are 
quick to want to know 
where their name will 
be etched and what the 
size of the letters will be 
and how often it will be 
cleaned,” said Berman. 
“What made Bill happy 
and Sharon happy was to 
see the philanthropy in 
motion and see the lives 
changed by their gifts. 
That’s why we are nam-
ing this the Stein Family 
Center for Well-Being and 
that’s because we feel the 
residents will have a sense 
of well-being and there is 
no reason I could think of 
that’s better than that.”

Bill Stein spoke via 
Zoom at the online cere-
mony last Thursday and 
said they have enjoyed 
seeing the Leonard Flor-
ence go from a 10-bed pi-
oneering treatment center 
to the pre-eminent skilled 
nursing care facility in the 
country.

“When you see the res-
idents living a full and 
productive life despite the 

LFCL / Continued from page 1

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino welcomed the new 
residents to Chelsea and to 
the Stein Family Center.

Executive Director Michael 
McCarthy.

Adam Berman, president of 
Chelsea Jewish Life Care.

Barry Berman of Chelsea 
Jewish Life Care spoke 
about the first patients on 
ventilators 10 years ago 
and the amazing journeys 
they have taken since 
arriving.

COO Betsy Mullen recalled 
the first resident on Feb. 23, 
2010.

Bill Stein said he and his 
family were honored to 
help make lives more 
fulfilling.

State Health Secretary Ma-
rylou Sudders praised the 
work and the expansion at 
the Leonard Florence.

circumstances they face, it 
really puts it into perspec-
tive,” said Stein.

City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino joined in from 
his office via Zoom, and 
he said he was very happy 
to welcome the new resi-
dents in the Stein Family 
Center to Chelsea, where 
they will get great care.

“I want to welcome you 
to our vibrant and cultur-
ally diverse community, 
and I want to welcome 
you to a skilled-nursing 
facility that is like no oth-
er in America and where 
you will be able to live 
your life to the fullest,” he 
said.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with a countdown and 
an online ribbon cutting 
where a few were at the 
facility and everyone else 
watched.

Amy Meisner was diagnosed with MS in 1997. For someone 

who has always danced, MS would seem like the end. But 

for Amy, it means the star t of a new chapter. She’ll never 

leave the f loor, still dances from her wheelchair, and is a 

great choreographer. Embracing Amy’s undying passion, the 

National MS Society teamed up with LaTonya Swann to create 

an entirely new and inspired dance experience through 

vir tual reality. See their experience and f ind out how you can 

share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org .

Together We Are Stronger.

EXIT
STAGE
NEVER.
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PLANS FOR PIERS 
PARK PHASE III 
DISCUSSED 

East Boston  - Two 
years ago, the Massachu-
setts Trustees of Reserva-
tion (MTR) submitted the 
only bid to Massport’s call 
for a private/public part-
ner to come forward and 
help fund the design and 
construction of Piers Park 
Phase III. 

The dilapidated pier 
adjacent to Massport’s 
award-winning Piers Park 
and the future Piers Park 
Phase II is being eyed by 
Massport as the future site 
of a third waterfront park.

Last week, MTR’s Nick 
Black and Amy Eynatian 
briefed residents on where 
Massport and the MTR 
are in the process. 

“We’re going around 
talking to a number of 
neighborhood associa-
tions about our plans,” 
said Black. “The reason 
why we’re here tonight is 
an effort that we’ve been 
working on for about 
three or four years now 

to do something differ-
ent and create something 
new within the City of 
Boston. What we’re real-
ly trying to do is create a 
network of green public 
open space that is an icon-
ic world class type of des-
tination--a park that really 
supports the community’s 
needs and provides access 
to the waterfront in a pub-
lic way. We’re also trying 
to really bring some value 
to Boston’s climate resil-
iency goals and the issues 
we face in terms of storm 
surge and sea level rise. 
We’re all trying to do this 
in a financially feasible 
manner which would be 
great.”

MTR operates 120 
miles of protected coast-
line, which includes over 
60 miles of trails, and a 
bunch of beaches and all 
sorts of other natural habi-
tats in the state. 

Black said Massport 
has been working with 
the community and oth-
er stakeholders over the 
last two to three years to 
build out Piers Park Phase 

II. It was around this time 
Black said the MTR start-
ed having conversations 
with Massport about their 
waterfront initiative. 

“A number of years ago 
we talked about the possi-
bility of what would hap-
pen with Phase III, which 
is this rotted-out pier that 
sticks off the end of Piers 
Park. For us it’s a really 
amazing location. It’s cen-
trally located right in the 
heart of the harbor and we 
think it could provide a re-
ally great connection point 
between East Boston and 
the city as a whole. It also 
has a fantastic history.”

Black said MTR spent a 
lot of 2019 working with 
Massport and others to 
really investigate the site 
and understand what the 
conditions were so MTR 
could start to piece togeth-
er what the possibilities 
would be for a waterfront 
park that is active and en-
gaging. 

“So one of the places 
that we turn to for inspi-
ration is Brooklyn Bridge 
Park,” said Black. “For 

those of you who may not 
have been there this is a 
series of five piers along 
the Brooklyn waterfront 
that overlooks the skyline 
in Manhattan. There’s a 
lot of similarities between 
what you see in this old 
industrial waterfront (in 
Eastie) and Brooklyn. Un-
fortunately we only have 
one pier to work with, not 
five.”

Black said as a result 
MTR really started to fo-
cus on what New Yorkers 
call Pier One in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. 

“This park is actually 
built into the footprints 
of the old pier that offers 
a wide variety of experi-
ences for people and is a 
really close comparison to 
what we have opportunity 
wise at Piers Park Phase 
III,” said Black. “So this 
is really where we started 
our thinking in terms of 
what we would like to see 
happen at this location in 
East Boston.”

Black said MTR is 
looking to build a park 
that’s both robust and re-
silient in Eastie. 

“And what that means 
to us is that it can stand 
up to the elements,” said 
Black. “We’ve seen a lot 
of issues with not only 
storm surges in increasing 
frequency but also tidal 
flooding that’s happening 
on a regular basis, both 
in East Boston and across 
the city. The situation is 
probably just going to get 
worse. So we have to build 
a place, mindful of all of 
those challenges and also 
a place that can redevelop 
some of the ecology along 
the coast.”

Black said MTR will 
start a community process 
to bring the community 
together to build this park. 

“We have a few ideas 
in terms of the direction 
that we want to go but 

we’re very excited about 
the community process 
to really start and have 
conversations with peo-
ple in terms of what they 
would want to see there,” 
he said. “You’ll probably 
start to see a lot of us over 
the coming weeks. We’re 
going to try to be a pres-
ence here as much as pos-
sible, because we want to 
really hear from folks who 
would use this park.”

Eynatian, who is a Proj-
ect Manager for the Wa-
terfront Initiatives at MTR 
and an Eagle Hill resident, 
said the design phase for 
the future park will take 
the better part of the next 
year. 

“We want to make sure 
we really have a chance to 
hear from the communi-
ty about what you’d like 
to see happen there so 
if the design can reflect 
that,” said Eynatian. “So 
things like, what type of 
programming you’d be 
interested in, what kind of 
concerns you might have 
about the project as well 
as increasing access to the 
water so there’s a way for 
residents to come down 
and really engage with the 
harbor at the park.”

Eynatian said MTR will 
be hosting a series of larg-
er community meetings 
where MTR will invite 
residents to hear a little bit 
more about the project in 
more detail. 

“This will give us the 
opportunity to really give 
folks a chance to engage 
in conversation about 
what you’d like to see at 
a new, free, open public 
park in East Boston,” she 
said. 

The first in a series of 
meetings MTR is planning 
to host will be in January. 

“So as the year goes 
on, I’m hoping that in the 
summer we can do some 
more creative in-person 

programs,” said Eynatian. 
“We’re hopeful to be able 
to get out and engage with 
you in person but in the 
meantime we’ll be doing 
a lot of different virtual 
opportunities and putting 
together some different 
ways to give us feedback. 
This is so folks can either 
join us live in meetings or 
give us feedback to make 
sure we can gather input 
from as many folks as we 
can.”

BOARD MEMBERS 
SOUGHT

East Boston  - Since 
2017, the City of Boston 
has been creating neigh-
borhood solutions to 
coastal flooding from sea 
level rise and storms in 
East Boston. This Climate 
Ready East Boston initia-
tive focuses on locations 
that face risks from coastal 
flooding and sea level rise 
and have identified short- 
and long-term solutions to 
protect the neighborhood.  

In the latest study, the 
city worked in partnership 
with local residents, busi-
nesses, and regional part-
ners to find coastal resil-
ience solutions for Jeffries 
Point, Maverick, Central 
Square, and Lower Eagle 
Hill. 

Now, the city’s Cli-
mate Ready East Boston 
is switching focus to other 
areas in the neighborhood 
that are threatened by cli-
mate change and are look-
ing for residents interested 
in joining the Community 
Advisory Board. 

According to the city’s 
Climate Resilience Pro-
gram Coordinator Pey-
ton Siler Jones residents 
interested can fill out 
the online application at 
https://tinyurl.com/Clima-
teReadyEastieApplication 
through Dec. 7. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

See REGION Page 9

SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 19 
3-5 PM
SÁBADO, 19 DE DICIEMBRE 3-5 PM

SANTA VISITS 
ON A FIRE TRUCK
VISITA DE SANTA EN UN CARRO DE BOMBEROS

Look out your 
window and/or 
watch along 
on Facebook!

Look out your window 
and/or watch along 
on Facebook! 
More info and the route can be 
found on the city website

Made possible thanks to the Chelsea Fire Department, 
Chelsea Prospers, Chelsea Recreation & Cultural Affairs Division, 
Chelsea Chamber of Commerce and Mass Health Connector

SANTA VISITS 
ON A FIRE TRUCK
VISITA DE SANTA EN UN CARRO DE BOMBEROS

SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 19 
3-5 PM
SÁBADO, 19 DE DICIEMBRE 3-5 PM

Made possible thanks to the Chelsea Fire Department, Chelsea Prospers, 
Chelsea Recreation & Cultural Affairs Division, Chelsea Chamber of Commerce 
and Mass Health Connector

Mira desde tu ventana y/o 
nuestra página de Facebook

f @chelsearecreation

Mira desde tu ventana y/o 
en nuestra página 
de Facebook

f @chelsearecreation

More info and the 
route can be found on 
the city website
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Jones said this planning 
process will expand the 
city’s analysis to addition-
al areas not covered in the 
prior phase. 

“Basically, this is a re-
ally similar process to the 
process covered back in 
2017,” said Jones. “We’re 
basically just looking at a 
different part of the neigh-
borhood’s geography, but 
it’s really similar in that 
we’re looking at the loca-
tion of flooding and going 
through a community en-
gagement process to iden-
tify design solutions for 
mitigating the impacts of 
sea level rise and climate 
change.”

Jones said the new geo-
graphic area that the city 
is looking at now is the 
Chelsea Creek, the Belle 
Isle Marsh, Constitution 
Beach and Wood Island. 

“These are the parts of 
East Boston that kind of 
wrap around the neigh-
borhood,” said Jones. “So 
we want to work with the 
community, and Mass-
port, along this area of the 
neighborhood that kind 
of wraps around back to 
where the Jeffries Point 
study happened in the first 
phase.”

Jones said the climate 
team wants to create the 
advisory board to include 
more opportunity for 
neighborhood input and 
feedback. 

“We heard feedback af-
ter the first study that res-
idents wanted to see even 
more opportunity for com-
munity engagement and 
a more community driv-
en process,” said Jones. 
“And we took that to heart 
and adapted our scope of 
work. So now we have 
this Community Advisory 
Board, which will be part 
of the project team to re-
ally help us identify the 
best engagement solution 
with a particular focus on 
racial equity in the context 
of COVID-19.”

Jones said any mem-
ber of the community can 
apply to be an advisory 
board member. 

“We encourage any-
one and everyone who’s 
interested to apply,” she 
said. “We are estimating 
about 10 folks would be 
picked, although there’s 
some flexibility there. We 
may have up to 12 or 13 
members.”

Jones said the role of 
the advisory board will be 
to help city planners drive 
the agenda and engage the 
community on coastal re-
siliency. 

“The advisory board 
will be an important voice 
in the conversation,” said 
Jones. “We really want to 
have the members be the  
leaders on how we think 

about community engage-
ment around design sce-
narios and design alter-
natives when it comes to 
sea level rise and coastal 
flooding in this geograph-
ic area. Should we have a 
landscape berm? Should 
we create a seawall? The 
board will be working 
through those different al-
ternatives with the under-
lying objective of really 
increasing transparency in 
city planning and how res-
idents can be involved.”

However, once the 
board is in place the pro-
cess may look a lot dif-
ferent than it did in 2017 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“So after the advisory 
board is in place it’s will 
look a lot different than the 
initial meetings in 2017-
2018 where there was a 
real hands on approach 
of walking the Greenway 
with groups of activists 
and environmentalists in 
the neighborhood,” said 
Jones. “I think one thing 
we’re exploring is how we 
create as many educational 
opportunities that were so 
valuable to the community 
a few years back when we 
started the process.”

Jones said this may 
include uploaded video 
walking tours of the areas 
in focus, photos, history of 
the areas and other tools 
that can be interactive 
while remaining virtual. 

COUNCILOR 
NAPOLITANO 
RESIGNS SEAT

EVERETT - Council-
or Peter Napolitano con-
firmed late Tuesday that he 
has submitted his letter of 
resignation from the City 
Council, and will apply 
for the recently-opened 
Assistant City Clerk posi-
tion.

“I have submitted my 
resignation and plan on 
issuing a statement in my 
own words addressing the 
situation this week,” he 
said. “I’m confident where 
I stand with the City and 
I’m more than ready to do 
the job and have a great 
working relationship with 
(City Clerk) Sergio Cor-
nelio. I’ve lived in Everett 
63 years and I’m not ready 
to go away. I’m anxious to 
continue to be of service.”

Napolitano said it was 
time to take a new direc-
tion, and that was partic-
ularly made clear after he 
and his entire family be-
came ill with COVID-19 
in October. He said that 
was a deciding moment, 
and after 20 years on the 
Council he was ready to 
make a change.

As of the close of busi-
ness on Tuesday, he was no 

longer a councilor, which 
he said was tough to grasp 
after so many years. Na-
politano was often contro-
versial on the Council and 
was the one that made the 
biggest push to change the 
City Charter and get away 
from the bi-cameral sys-
tem. He said he had to an-
nounce the resignation at 
this time in order to be out 
of office 30 days, which is 
required before applying 
for a City job.

OWENS MOVERS 
SELLS BUILDING

EVERETT - The long-
time Owens Movers com-
pany has sold its building 
in the Commercial Trian-
gle area of the city recent-
ly to Boston commercial 
real estate company Oliver 
Street Capital.

The transaction for 44-
48 Garden St. came in at 
$15 million for the prop-
erty, which has been in the 
Owens family for years 
and leases to the scene 
shop for the Huntington 
Theatre Company – among 
others.

Eddie Owens Jr., chief 
financial officer of the 
company, did not return a 
phone call from the Inde-
pendent for comment.

Oliver Street Capital 
was founded in downtown 
Boston in 2014 by Jona-
than Hyde and Jonathan 
O’Donnell. Their company 
strategy is “a value based 
real estate investment man-
ager focused on acquiring 
and managing high quality 
commercial and residential 
real estate investments.”

Neither Hyde nor 
O’Donnell returned 
e-mails seeking comment 
on the purchase of the Ow-
ens Business Center.

The property has ongo-
ing leases and it could be 
possible Oliver Street only 
intends to take an income 
investing approach to man-
aging and operating the 
existing tenants. However, 
the area is rapidly chang-
ing and has seen several 
long-time industrial and/or 
commercial uses flip to res-
idential or office. Research 
and Development is also a 
target for City Planners in 
the area, while the old in-
dustrial uses are now be-
ing discouraged under the 
2019 Commercial Triangle 
Redevelopment Plan.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
said he was encouraged 
by the sale and others that 
share his enthusiasm for 
the area.

“I am excited to see de-
velopers sharing my enthu-
siasm for the future devel-
opment of the Commercial 
Triangle Area,” he said. 
“I appreciate the commit-
ment that long standing 
businesses such as Owens 

Movers have made to Ev-
erett and certainly hope 
that these deals are mutual-
ly beneficial to all parties. 
The changes that will be 
taking place in this part of 
our City will present new 
and different opportunities 
for economic growth. I 
look forward to these new 
development opportunities 
and appreciate the increas-
ing recognition of Everett 
as a place where residents 
and businesses can grow 
and thrive.”

In February, the Mas-
sachusetts Gaming Com-
mission (MGC) honored 
the Owens family at their 
regular meeting in a spot-
light on vendors who had 
benefitted from the casino 
introduction to the state. 

Eddie Owens Jr. and 
Ed Owens both appeared 
and told the story of their 
company, which includes 
Henry Owens Jr. making 
the rare move in 1927 as a 
black man to open his own 
major moving company. 
Soon, they had become 
one of the top companies 
in the Boston area, and Ed 
Owens expanded the com-
pany when he took over to 
include more commercial 
accounts such as Raytheon 
and others.

The company had been 
located in Everett for de-
cades and recently had 
found success in working 
for Encore Boston Har-
bor, and also in leasing out 
portions of their facility to 
organizations like the Hun-
tington Theatre Company.

Region /Continued from Page 8
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Give the Gift that Gives
Local News - Sports - Events

Gift Subscription Available
$30 In Town         $60 Out of Town

Call 781-485-0588
Or Drop by our office, 385 Broadway, Revere

Gift 

Cards can be 

mailed to 

you

HELP US TO HELP CHELSEA

This Holiday Season, place your Business Card ad 
in the Chelsea Record for only $60 per week! *

*2-week minimum required
Call (781) 485-0588 or email deb@reverejournal.com or

Actual Size
2-columns-by-2-inches

IN COLOR

SH P L CAL

Now You can be 
UPFRONT &CENTER

Four Options to Choose From
7,000 COPIES
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12,000 COPIES
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4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
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12,000 COPIES
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781-485-0588 ext. 103:Maureen   106:Peter   101:Deb   110:Kathy   125:Sioux
Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
on the Front Page

Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!


3-inch-by-3-inch Sticky Note
Req. 3-week advance placement

East Boston
T i m e s - F r e e  P r e s s

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • NonsectarianTransportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol                       

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

VOLUME 19, No. 41

WEDNESDAY
February 14, 2018

INDEPENDENT
N E W S P A P E R  G R O U P

YOUR HOMETOWN  NEWSPAPER SINCE 1881

REVERE JOURNAL  

INDEX
Editorial 4
Police News 16
Sports 11
Classifieds	 18-19

DEATHS

            (617)569-6044   (877)765-3221
MARIO REAL ESTATE

SELLERS
Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!

We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!
www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla EspanolFalo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
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Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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moment guarantees more 
job losses and a hamstrung 
recovery.

We urge you to finalize, 
pass and enact a COVID 
relief package into law 
this year. The time for fed-
eral relief and leadership 
is now.

 Asian American Hotel
Owners  Association

Cecil Staton, 
President & CEO

American Apparel & 
Footwear Association

Stephen Lamar, 
President & CEO

American Gaming 
Association
Bill Miller, 

President & CEO 

American Hotel & 
Lodging Association

Chip Rogers, 
President & CEO

American Society of 
Association Executives

Susan Robertson, 
President & CEO

Go LIVE Together 
Coalition

Sue Sung, Director

International Council 
of Shopping Centers

Tom McGee, 
President & CEO

International 
Franchise Association 

Robert Cresanti, 
President & CEO

National Association 
of Counties

Matthew D. Chase, 
CEO/Executive Director

National Conference of 
State Legislatures

National Governors 
Association

Bill McBride, 
Executive Director

National League 
of Cities

Clarence E. Anthony, 
CEO & Executive 

Director

National Restaurant 
Association
Tom Bené, 

President & CEO

National Retail 
Federation

Matthew R. Shay, 
President & CEO

Small Business & 
Entrepreneurship 

Council
Karen Kerrigan, 

President & CEO

Society of Independent 
Show Organizers

David Audrain, 
Executive Director

The United States 
Conference of Mayors

Tom Cochran, CEO and 
Executive Director

U.S. Travel Association
Roger Dow, 

President & CEO

Letters / Continued from page 4
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ADVERTISE IN THE CHELSEA RECORD CALL 781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICES

LANDSCAPING ROOFING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory
2 col. x 1 inch

$120.00
For 3 Months

($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL  781-485-0588 x110 OR EMAIL 

KBRIGHT@
REVEREJOURNAL.COM

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

ASPHALT/PAVING

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

SONNY’S 
ROOFING

Residential & Commercial
• Rubber Roofing  
• Metal • Repairs
• Shingle Roofing

• Snow & Ice Removal
• Asphalt Repairs

• All Types of Repairs
• Licensed & Insured

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297
santinosroofing33@gmail.com
SonnysImmediateServices.com

PLUMBING

CALL

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
Mortgage dated Novem-
ber 30, 2007 from Carlos 
J. Vega to Bank of Amer-
ica, N.A. recorded with 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 42786, 
Page 250, as affected by 
Loan Modification Agree-
ment by Carlos J. Vega 
and Ana I. Vega recorded 
in Book 56250, Page 
96, the undersigned 
U.S. Bank National 
Association as Legal Title 
Trustee for Truman 2016 
SC6 Title Trust being the 
present holder of said 
mortgage by Assignment 
of Mortgage from Bank 
of America, N.A. to Chris-
tiana Trust, a Division 
of Wilmington Savings 
Fund, FSB, as Trustee for 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan, 
Series 2012-17 recorded 
in Book 52210, Page 24, 
Assignment of Mortgage 
from Christiana Trust, a 
Division of Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, as Trustee for 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan 
Trust, Series 2012-17 to 
Stanwich Mortgage Ac-
quisition Company II, LLC 
recorded in Book 57650, 
Page 223, Corrective 
Assignment of Mortgage 
from Christiana Trust, a 
Division of Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, as Trustee for 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan 
Trust, series 2012-17 
to Stanwich Mortgage 
Acquisition Company II, 
LLC, recorded in Book 
63846, Page 247, Assign-
ment of Mortgage from 
Stanwich Mortgage Ac-
quisition Company II, LLC 
to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB d/b/a 
Christiana Trust, not in 
its individual capacity 
but solely as Legal Title 
Trustee for the Normandy 
Mortgage Loan Trust, 
Series 2015-1 recorded in 

Book 57664, Page 315, 
Assignment of Mortgage 
from Christiana Trust, a 
division of Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, 
FSB as Trustee for 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan 
Trust, Series 2012-17  to 
J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp recorded 
in Book 57743, Page 115, 
Assignment of Mortgage 
from Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, dba 
Christiana Trust, not in 
its individual capacity, 
but solely as Legal Title 
Trustee for the Normandy 
Mortgage Loan Trust 
Series 2015-1 to Norman-
dy Mortgage Acquisition 
Company, LLC recorded 
in Book 57764, Page 93, 
Assignment of Mortgage 
from Normandy Mort-
gage Acquisition Com-
pany, LLC to J.P. Morgan 
Mortgage Acquisition 
Corp. recorded in Book 
57777, Page 233, and 
Assignment of Mortgage 
from J.P. Morgan Mort-
gage Acquisition Corp 
to U.S. Bank, National 
Association as Legal Title 
Trustee for Truman 2016 
SC6 Title Trust recorded 
in Book 62332, Page 
308, for breach of the 
conditions of said Mort-
gage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public 
Auction at:
11:00 A.M. Thursday, 
January 7, 2021
upon the hereinafter-de-
scribed premises, known 
as and numbered as 
168 Spencer Avenue, 
Chelsea, Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts, all and 
singularly the premises 
described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
The parcel of land with 
the buildings thereon sit-
uated in Chelsea, Suffolk 
County, Massachusetts, 
and more fully described 
as follows: 
Beginning at a point on 
the Northwesterly side of 
Spencer Avenue, distant 
two hundred thirty-three 

and 1/3 (233 1/3) 
feet Southwesterly from 
Webster (formerly Wood-
lawn) Avenue, thence 
running, Southwesterly 
by said Spencer Avenue 
thirty-three and 1/3 (33 
1/3) feet thence at right 
angles, Northwesterly 
one hundred (100) feet, 
thence at right angles, 
Northeaster thirty-three 
and 1/3 (33 1/3) feet, 
thence Southeasterly one 
hundred (100) feet to 
the point of beginning. 
Containing 3333 1/3 
square feet, be said mea-
surements and contents, 
more or less.
The above premises are 
numbered 168 Spencer 
Avenue.
Being the same premises 
conveyed to the herein 
named grantor(s) by 
deed recorded with 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 23966, 
Page 059. See deed 
recorded herewith.
For mortgagor’s title see 
deed recorded in Book 
42786, Page 248.
The above-described 
premises shall be subject 
to all easements, restric-
tions, municipal or other 
public taxes, assess-
ments, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, 
outstanding tax titles, 
building, zoning and 
other land use laws and 
all permits and approvals 
issued pursuant thereto, 
including, without limita-
tion, orders of conditions, 
and existing encumbranc-
es of record created prior 
to said Mortgage, if there 
be any.  Said premises 
are to be sold subject to 
the right of redemption 
of the United States of 
America, if any there be.
TERMS OF SALE:  The 
highest bidder shall 
be required to make a 
deposit of $10,000.00 to 
the holder of said Mort-
gage, in cash or by cer-
tified or bank cashier’s 
check at the time and 
place of said sale of said 

premises. The balance of 
the purchase price is to 
be paid to said holder in 
cash, by certified check 
or bank cashier’s check, 
and thereupon the deed 
shall be delivered, in 
thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale at the firm of 
Cunningham, Machanic, 
Cetlin, Johnson, Harney 
& Tenney, LLP, Attorneys 
for said holder, 220 
North Main Street, Suite 
301, Natick, Massachu-
setts.  The successful 
bidder shall be required 
to sign a Memorandum 
of Terms of Sale.  The 
description of the prem-
ises contained in said 
Mortgage shall control in 
the event of an error in 
publication. Other terms, 
if any, to be announced 
at the time and place 
of sale.
U.S. Bank National 
Association as Legal Title 
Trustee for Truman 2016 
SC6 Title Trust, Present 
Holder of Said Mortgage,
By its Attorneys,
CUNNINGHAM, MACHAN-
IC, CETLIN, 
JOHNSON, HARNEY & 
TENNEY, LLP
220 North Main Street, 
Suite 301
Natick, MA  01760
(508)  651-7524

12/03/20, 12/10/20, 
12/17/20

C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH DE 

MASSACHUSETTS
El Tribunal 

Corte de Asuntos Famili-
ares y Testamentarios
Citatorio vía Publicación 
División de SUFFOLK.
NÚMERO DE EXPEDIENTE:
SU20W1357
Zania Yalena Figueroa 
Castro Demandante(s)
v. 
Marvin Ovidio Membreno 
Martinez Demandado(s)
Al o los Demandados 
señalados arriba: Mar-
vin Ovidio Membreno 
Martinez 

Se ha presentado una 
denuncia ante esta 
Corte por parte de la 
Demandante Zania 
Yalena Figueroa Castro, 
mediante la cual se 
busca una Denuncia Para 
Custodia-Soporte-Visitas 
Parentales.
Se le requiere que 
presente su contestación 
ante Zania Yalena 
Figueroa Castro, o ante 
su abogada, Sara Silva, 
Abogada - 125 High St., 
Suite 2010, a más tardar 
el 7 de enero de 2021. 
En caso de no hacerlo, 
la Corte procederá a 
realizar la audiencia y a 
la adjudicación de esta 
acción. De igual forma, 
se le requiere presentar 
una copia de su contes-
tación ante la oficina de 
Registros de esta Corte 
en Boston. 
Testigo, Brian J. Dunn, 
Abogado, Primer Juez de 
la mencionada Corte, a 
27 de octubre de 2020.
Asimismo, se ha presen-
tado una petición solici-
tando una determinación 
judicial en el sentido de 
que Eder Yured Membre-
no Figueroa fue aban-
donado y negado por 
su padre, Marvin Ovidio 
Membreno Martinez, en 
Honduras y que el regre-
so de Eder a Honduras no 
se encuentra dentro de 
sus mejores intereses. 

12/10/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with 
Section 2-7 (b) and 
(d) of the Chelsea City 
Charter notice is hereby 
given that at a regular 
meeting of the Chelsea 
City Council held on 
November 30, 2020, the 
City Council voted after a 
second reading to adopt 
the following orders: 

Ordered, that the City 
Council hereby accepts 
and approves the Shah 
Foundation grant in the 
amount of 
$700,000 for the public 
purpose of funding the 
Chelsea Eats Food Debit 
card Program.
Ordered, that the City 
Council hereby accepts 
and approves the United 
Way of Massachusetts 
Bay and 
Merrimack Valley 
grant in the amount of 
$822,000 for the public 
purpose of funding the 
Chelsea Eats 
Food Debit card Program.
Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council endorses this 
project for the receipt 
of PARC grant funds, 
appropriates the balance 
of the total project cost 
of $400,000 from the 
General Stabilization 
Fund #7020, designates 
Mace Tot Lot as parkland 
in perpetuity, under MGL 
Chapter 45, Section 3 
and authorizes the City 
Manager to utilize any 
surplus funds for current 
and future PARC funded 
improvements for open 
space within the City of 
Chelsea, certifies the City 
Manager’s authority to 
enter into an agreement 
for the receipt of these 
funds, and directs the 
City Manager to take any 
and all necessary action 
to accomplish the project.
Copies of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209,
Chelsea, MA  02150. 
Jeannette Cintron White 
City Clerk

12/10/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Request for Proposals
Redevelopment 

Opportunity
For the Lease of Com-
monwealth-Owned Real 
Estate
City of Chelsea
The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, acting by 
and through its Division 
of Capital Asset Manage-
ment and Maintenance 
(DCAMM) on behalf 
of the Department of 
Veterans’ Services (DVS), 
pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 
7C s.36 and a vote of 
the Asset Management 
Board dated January 
14, 2020, in accordance 
with M.G.L. Ch. 7B, pres-
ents a redevelopment 
opportunity to lease a 
portion of the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea, with 
an address at 91 Crest 
Avenue in the City of 
Chelsea.  The project 
contemplates leasing up 
to 8.7 acres of land with 
the buildings thereon 
known as the Domiciliary 
Campus with frontage on 
Summit Avenue, Hillside 
Avenue, and Crest Ave-
nue, for a term of up to 
99 years for the phased 
development of Veterans 
preference housing 
and services. The Com-
monwealth is soliciting 
proposals from parties 
interested in redevelop-
ment of the Domiciliary 
Campus at the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea.  The 
terms and requirements 
of this opportunity to 
lease and redevelop the 
property are set forth in 
the Request for Proposals 
(RFP).  
To access a copy of 
the RFP, refer to the 
following website link: 
https://www.mass.
gov/service-details/
soldiers-home-in-chel-
sea-domiciliary-cam-
pus-redevelopment or 
email shcdomiciliary.
dcamm@mass.gov.
Complete instructions for 
the submission of propos-
als are set forth in the 
RFP.  The Commonwealth 
reserves the right to re-

ject any or all proposals 
it receives for any reason 
whatsoever. 
Deadline: Proposals 
must be received no 
later than 3:00 PM on 
March 5, 2021 at the 
Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Main-
tenance, One Ashburton 
Place, 15th Floor, Boston, 
Massachusetts and will 
be opened at DCAMM 
after 3:00 PM on March 
5, 2021. 
Carol W. Gladstone, 
Commissioner
Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Main-
tenance  

12/3/20, 12/10/20, 
12/17/20, 12/24/20

C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT DEPARTMENT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
DIVORCE SUMMONS
BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING
Docket No. 
SU20D1440DR
Jesus Jacobo
Santos Deras
Plaintiff
vs.
Angela Maria
Lazo Ordonez
Defendant
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the Court 
grant a divorce for irre-
trievable breakdown. 
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any 
action which would nega-
tively impact the current 
financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby sum-

moned and required to 
serve upon:
Philip H. Whitehead, 
Esq., Katz and White-
head, 161 Harvard Ave. 
Allston, MA 02134 your 
answer, if any, on or 
before 01/28/2021. 
If you fail to do so, the 
court will proceed to the 
hearing and adjudication 
of this action. You are 
also required to file a 
copy of your answer, if 
any, in the office of the 
Register of this Court.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 12, 
2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

12/10/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
In accordance with Sec-
tion 2-7(d) of the Chelsea 
City Charter notice is 
hereby given that at a 
regular meeting of the 
Chelsea City Council held 
on November 30, 2020, 
the City Council voted 
to adopt the following 
Order:
Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council adopt a 35% 
Residential Exemption for 
Fiscal Year 2021.
Ordered, that the Chelsea 
City Council adopt the 
Minimum Residential 
Tax Factor for Fiscal Year 
2021, with a 1.75 com-
mercial, industrial and 
personal property (CIP) 
shift factor.
A copy of the orders are 
available at the Office of 
the City Clerk, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Room 
209, Chelsea, MA 02150.
Jeannette Cintron White
City Clerk,

12/3/20, 12/10/20
C

Mystic Valley Elder 
Services (MVES) was re-
cently selected to be a re-
cipient of a $5,000 Com-
munity Grant Award from 
the Massachusetts Bank-
ers Association (MBA) 
Charitable Foundation. 
The award was given 
by the MBA Charitable 
Foundation, along with 
the Massachusetts bank-
ing industry, to MVES 
for all its hard work and 
initiatives throughout the 
years in supporting the 
communities the agency 
serves. 

 Close community part-
ners Edward Doherty, 
CEO of StonehamBank, 
Jeffrey Worth, President 
and CEO of Wakefield 

Co-Operative Bank, and 
William Rivers, Vice 
President, Community 
Reinvestment Act Officer 
for Eagle Bank, nominat-
ed Mystic Valley Elder 
Services to recognize its 
positive and strong com-
munity impact.

“We are very grate-
ful to the Massachusetts 
Bankers Association and 
its generous donation to 
our agency,” said Daniel 
O’Leary, Chief Executive 
Officer of Mystic Valley 
Elder Services. “This do-
nation will be a tremen-
dous benefit to helping 
those older adults and 
adults living with disabil-
ities in need. I would also 
like to thank our commu-

nity partner banks who 
nominated us for the grant 
award.  They too are tre-
mendous assets to the 
community.”

“On behalf of the en-
tire Massachusetts bank-
ing community, we are 
thrilled to bring our col-
lective strength to sup-
porting organizations 
that are doing immense 
good in local communi-
ties across the Common-
wealth,” said Peter G. 
Brown, Chairman of the 
MBA Charitable Foun-
dation, and President and 
CEO of Dedham Savings. 
“As we see the impact of 
the Foundation’s support 
as well as the broader sup-
port from banks’ individu-

al efforts, we are reminded 
that every gift-giving sea-
son amplifies the needs.  
As we recognize 49 or-
ganizations this year with 
the 2020 gifts, we do so 
with the knowledge and 
renewed focus that our 
work continues.”

Since its founding in 
1996, the Foundation has 
provided gifts totaling 
approximately $2.8 mil-
lion, which is symbolic 
of the more than $106 
million in individual do-
nations banks make on an 
annual basis to charita-
ble non-profits and social 
agencies in communities 
throughout the Common-
wealth.

The Massachusetts 

Bankers Association rep-
resents approximately 
135 commercial, savings, 
and co-operative and fed-
eral savings banks and 
savings and loan associ-
ations across the Com-
monwealth. Annually, the 
Charitable Foundation 
reaches out to member 
banks and ask to send in 
nominations of worthy 
charities and organiza-
tions who are actively ad-
dressing the needs of their 
community.

About Mystic Valley 
Elder Services

Celebrating 45 Years of 
helping older adults keep 
their independence, Mys-
tic Valley Elder Services 
is a non-profit agency lo-

cated in Malden, Mass., 
that provides essential 
home- and communi-
ty-based care and resourc-
es to older adults, adults 
living with disabilities, 
and caregivers who reside 
in Chelsea, Everett, Mal-
den, Medford, Melrose, 
North Reading, Read-
ing, Revere, Stoneham, 
Wakefield and Winthrop, 
regardless of their income 
level. Agency services 
include coordination of 
home care, transportation, 
Meals on Wheels, and in-
formation and referrals. 
For more information, 
please call (781) 324-7705 
or visit www.mves.org.

MBA Charitable Foundation honors MVES with $5,000 Community Grant Award
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For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

To place a  memoriam in the Chelsea Record, 

please call 781-485-0588

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403
______________
 

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom 
Apt, Section 8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, front and back 
porch. Living rm & dining rm. $1800 
per month. No pets. No utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 15, 2021. Call 617-645-7724.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
_____________

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

PLEASE RECYCLE

Barbara (Lavers Glen-
non) Foresta, 81, of Chel-
sea and formerly of Deer-
field Beach, FL, passed 
from this life into the next 
on the 18th of November, 
2020. 

Barbara was the el-
dest daughter of Laura R. 
(Woodlock) Lavers and 
Leslie A. Lavers. A loving 
and devoted wife, Barbara 
was twice widowed and 
was predeceased by her 
husbands, Dennis F. Glen-
non and Robert M. For-
esta. A beloved mother, 
Barbara is survived by her 
children, Laura Glennon 
of Chelsea, Judith Fra-
zier and her partner, Scott 
Menowske of Winchester 
and (her favorite) son, 
John Glennon of Chelsea.  
Barbara was the loving 
grandmother of Jessica 
Vasquez, Alyssa Vozzel-
la, Adrienne Morales and 
Cecilia Frazier and was 
predeceased by grandson, 
Jordan Robinson, with 
whom she shared a special 
bond. Barbara was an ac-
tive and affectionate GG 
(Great-Grandmother) and 
will be greatly missed by 
her seven great-grandchil-
dren. She was the dear sis-
ter of Estella 

England and the late 
Joan Gallagher and cousin 
and best friend of Brenda 
K. Woodlock. Also re-
membering Barbara are 
her step-children: Robyn 
Foresta of New York and 
Christopher Foresta of 
Texas and their spouses 

and children, her many 
brothers and sisters-in-
law, Glennon and Foresta, 
and many, many nieces 
and nephews.    

 A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated on Friday, De-
cember 11 at 10 a.m. at St. 
Rose of Lima Church, 601 
Broadway, Chelsea.  Rel-
atives and close friends 
are respectfully invited 
to attend the mass.  Inter-
ment will be conducted at 
a later date.  Please follow 
social distancing guide-
lines while attending this 
service. Please note that 
church capacity will be 
limited in accordance with 
these guidelines.  

Barbara’s family is 
thankful for your condo-
lences and wishes that 
you remain safe and avoid 
gatherings which may pro-
mote Covid transmission; 
consequently, a memorial 
service and celebration of 
Barbara’s life is planned 
post Covid.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made in Barbara’s name 
to an Alzheimer’s research 
charity of your choice. 

Brandy Bouche
Her lifelong physical challenges did not   

weaken her spirit or her zest for life

Brandy M. Bouche, 
46, a lifelong Chelsea 
resident, passed away on 
Sunday, December 6 at 
the Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston.  

Brandy lived coura-
geously with cerebral  pal-
sy  for her  entire  life.  Her   
lifelong   physical   chal-
lenges   did   not   weak-
en   her   spirit   or   her   
zest   for   life. She enjoyed 
many simple pleasures in 
life, a car ride, listening to 
country music, mingling 
and socializing with fam-
ily and friends or stopping 
by a fire station visiting 
with the local firefighters.  

The beloved daughter 
of the late Mary E. (Frost) 
Bouche, she was the lov-
ing niece to her devoted 
aunt and guardian Sharon 
Frost of Chelsea, dear sis-
ter of Mark Bouche and 
his   wife, Joyce   of   Sau-
gus   and   the   late   Wil-
liam   W.   Bouche   II; 
adored   aunt   of   Marc, 
Jordan and Samantha 
Bouche and William IV 
and Dylan Bouche. She is 
also lovingly survived by 
many cousins, friends and 
extended family members.

Relatives   and   friends   
are   most   kindly   invited   
to   attend visiting   hours   
at   the   Welsh Funeral 
Home, 718 Broadway, 
Chelsea today, Thursday, 

December 10 from 4 to 7 
p.m. A prayer service will 
be held during the visi-
tation at 6 p.m.  Services 
will then conclude in the 
funeral home.  

All   attendees   are   re-
quired   to   wear   face   
coverings, practice   phys-
ical   distancing   when 
greeting the family, pay 
their respects and exit the 
funeral home to allow oth-
er guests to enter.  

We encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card visit: www.WelshFH.
com

Should   friends   desire,   
contributions   in   Bran-
dy’s   Name   should   be   
directed   to   United Ce-
rebral Palsy of Metro Bos-
ton, 71 Arsenal St., Water-
town, MA 02742. 

Or visit  http://www.
ucpboston.org/

Barbara Foresta 
Of Chelsea, formerly of Florida

A Chelsea man plead-
ed guilty in federal court 
in Boston to robbing 11 
convenience and variety 
stores in 2017 and 2018. 
At the time of the offenses 
the defendant was on fed-
eral supervised release af-
ter having had his federal 
sentence reduced follow-
ing a Supreme Judicial 
Court (SJC) decision. 

Rigoberto Ramirez, 47, 
pleaded guilty on Nov. 
19, 2020 to 11 counts of 
armed robbery, one count 
of conspiracy to commit 
armed robbery, and one 
count of using and carry-
ing a firearm during the 
commission of a crime of 
violence. U.S. Senior Dis-
trict Court Judge Douglas 
P. Woodlock scheduled 
sentencing for March 22, 
2021. Ramirez was arrest-
ed on March 28, 2019.

Between Dec. 9, 2017 
and Jan. 24, 2018, a group 
of at least four individu-
als, including Ramirez, 
conspired to rob, and 
did rob, 10 convenience 
and variety stores in the 
greater Boston area, and 
attempted to rob anoth-
er store. During a Jan. 8, 

2018 robbery, a firearm 
was discharged.

Ramirez was sentenced 
to 12 years in prison fol-
lowing a conviction for 
distribution of cocaine 
base and conspiracy in in 
2011, although that sen-
tence was subsequently 
reduced to time served in 
2016 based on a 2015 Su-
preme Court decision.

Each count of armed 
robbery and conspiracy 
to commit armed robbery 
carries a sentence of up to 
20 years in prison, three 
years of supervised re-
lease, and a fine of up to 
$250,000. The charge of 
using a firearm during the 
commission of a crime of 
violence carries a mini-
mum mandatory sentence 
of five years and up to life 
in prison, which must run 
consecutively to any other 
sentence imposed, up to 
five years of supervised 
release, and a fine of up 
to $250,000.  Sentences 
are imposed by a federal 
district court judge based 
upon Sentencing Guide-
lines and other statutory 
factors.

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
over $4.7 million in 
grants to address urgent 
food insecurity for res-
idents across the Com-
monwealth as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. This funding is being 
awarded as part of the fifth 
round of the new $36 mil-
lion Food Security Infra-
structure Grant Program, 
created following recom-
mendations from the Ad-
ministration’s COVID-19 
Command Center’s Food 
Security Task Force, 
which promotes ongo-
ing efforts to ensure that 
individuals and families 
throughout the Common-
wealth have access to 
healthy, local food. 

“As Massachusetts res-
idents celebrate Thanks-
giving this week, we 
recognize that food inse-
curity remains a signifi-
cant challenge for many 
families throughout the 
Commonwealth, making 

our efforts to secure a re-
silient, diverse local food 
supply chain even more 
critical,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “Through 
a $56 million investment 
through our Food Secu-
rity Task Force, our Ad-
ministration is committed 
to investing in our local 
food infrastructure and 
ensuring a secure supply 
of food, which will enable 
us to ensure that families 
throughout Massachusetts 
can access local, nutri-
tious food as they contin-
ue to meet the challenges 
created by the pandemic.” 

The local awardees for 
the fifth round of the Food 
Security Infrastructure 
Grant Program include:

•Everett Community 
Growers, $319, Funding 
will enable the organiza-
tion to expand the avail-
ability of its products to 
low income individuals 
and families within the 
community by invest-
ing in equipment (a re-

ceipt printer) that enables 
SNAP/EBT payments to 
be directly made.

•Chelsea Public 
Schools, $80,743, The 
Chelsea Public Schools 
will utilize program fund-
ing to enable the purchas-
ing of new equipment 
and point of sale tablet 
technology, which will 
assist in food distribution 
through its grab and go 
meals program.

•Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Boston, $142,770, The 
funding will enable the or-
ganization to implement a 
Facility Adaption Project, 
which includes updates 
and adaptations to BGCB 
Clubs to prepare for the 
reopening and/or to safely 
conduct programming in 
order to provide services 
to youth during the 2020-
21 program year.

•YMCA of Greater 
Boston, $183,847, The 
funding will enable the 
YMCA of Greater Boston 
to establish mobile food 

pantries to deliver food 
to underserved neigh-
borhoods in Boston. The 
mobile food pantry will 
provide full-service food 
pantry operations and it 
will rotate on a weekly 
basis to deliver to as many 
neighborhoods as possi-
ble.

The goal of the Food 
Security Infrastructure 
Grant Program is to ensure 
that individuals and fami-
lies throughout the Com-
monwealth have equitable 
access to food, especially 
local food. The program 
also seeks to ensure that 
farmers, fishermen and 
other local food producers 
are better connected to a 
strong, resilient food sys-
tem to help mitigate future 
food supply and distribu-
tion disruption.

The fifth round of the 
grant program includes 
54 awards for a total of 
$4,742,293 to fund crit-
ical investments in tech-
nology, equipment, capac-

ity, and other assistance to 
help local food producers, 
especially in the distri-
bution of food insecure 
communities. When eval-
uating the applications, 
considerations included 
equity, economic impact 
and need, sustainability 
and scalability of efforts, 
and ability to support pro-
ducer readiness to accept 
SNAP and HIP benefits. 
In the program’s first four 
rounds, the Administra-
tion awarded over $17.7 
million to more than 137 
recipients.

The Administra-
tion also announced the 
COVID-19 Command 
Center’s new food pro-
gram for isolating and 
quarantining individuals 
in collaboration with local 
boards of health and the 
Community Tracing Col-
laborative (CTC), which 
invests nearly $1.2 mil-
lion to support residents 
in isolation. Communi-
ties across the Common-

wealth have developed 
innovative, local solutions 
to support families who 
are dealing with the direct 
impacts of COVID-19, 
for which access to nu-
tritious and culturally ap-
propriate food is crucial. 
For a portion of low-in-
come households, and in 
certain geographic areas, 
food security remains a 
top concern while isolat-
ing. This new program 
will be coordinated with 
local health departments, 
the CTC, food pantries, 
municipalities, and other 
local partners to assess 
needs and gaps in service 
at the individual and com-
munity level, and develop 
and deploy local solutions 
to ensure the foods securi-
ty needs of those isolating 
and quarantining can be 
met.

Administration awards over $4.7 million to support food security

Chelsea man pleads guilty 
to 11 armed robberies
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SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 
Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
CelebrateCelebrate

holiday events | special services
gifts & goodies

  rfo
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S & MSAL

W2020 is 
Virtual!

For more registration information, or to make a 
donation, please visit: www.walkforliving.org

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBERED DURING CEREMONY IN CHARLESTOWN

The memorial wreath is tossed overboard into the ocean.

Religious Program Specialist Chief Select Jesse Kiepper.

Guest Speaker Michael Creasey, National Park Service of Boston Superintendent.

Taps was played by a member of the Charlestown ROTC.

Join Us in sharing 
photos of your Furry 

Friends in their
Christmas best!

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

But the Holiday But the Holiday 
Spirit is alive & well!Spirit is alive & well!

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year

One of the sailors 
on the USS Con-
stitution deco-
rates the historic 
ship this week for 
the holidays.

It was a busy week in 
the Navy Yard for the USS 
Constitution and the USS 
Cassin Young with sailors 
decorating Old Ironsides 
with holiday decorations, 
and then also being on the 
Cassin Young Dec. 7 to 
commemorate the anniver-
sary of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. On Dec. 7, they 
commemorated the 79th 
anniversary of the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, recog-
nizing a tragic day in the 
nation’s and U.S. Navy’s 
history. Guest speaker was 
Michael Creasey, National 
Park Service of Boston Su-
perintendent, and Religious 
Program Specialist Chief 
Select Jesse Jiepper.

Ship Commander John Benda, NPS of Boston Supt. Michael Creasey and Constitution Mu-
seum Director Ann Grimes Rand pose before the wreath to commemorate Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7. The ceremony was held on the USS Cassin Young.
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