
By Seth Daniel

When Belza Betancur 
went into work last week, 
she had no idea she would 
make history as one of the 
first people in the coun-
try – and the first in the 
MGH system – to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, as a priority health care 
workers in direct contact 
with COVID-19 patients 
for months, the Chelsea 
resident volunteered to be 
the first and got her first-
round vaccination at the 
hospital during her shift. It 
was a moment for her that 
seemed long-awaited, but 
soon the historic nature of 
it began to dawn on her.

“At Mass General, they 
have a lot of diversity, 
so they wanted someone 

that represented the Lati-
no population specifically 
because we’ve had prob-
ably 70 percent of our 
patients that are of Latin 
background,” she said. “I 
wasn’t expecting it at all, 
but I was humbled and 
thrilled…It was a big mo-
ment. I don’t know if I still 
understand the full impact 
yet of it being history, but 
I was honored because of 
all we’ve gone through. It 
is history. We’ve had pan-
demics before, but maybe 
not to this extent…I feel I 
now have a responsibility 
to make sure people do get 
vaccinated and give us a 
chance to end this. We all 
need to get back to a nor-
mal life. It was a historic 
moment, and I feel that 
way about it too.”
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Due to 
The Holidays 
trash will be 

delayed 
by one day.

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

The office will be closed Thursday Dec. 24 and 
Friday, Dec. 25 & Thursday, Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1.

Wishing you & your families 
a safe and healthy Christmas

Advertising deadlines for New Years week: 
Weds. Dec. 23

To submit ads: deb@reverejournal.com
To submit copy: dave@reverejournal.com

See VACCINE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

City Council President 
Roy Avellaneda has been 
asked to amend his Cam-
paign Finance Report by 
the state’s Office of Cam-
paign and Political Fi-
nance (OCPF) due to two 
infractions of the law that 
involved an endorsement 
letter from the Chelsea 
Homeowners Association 
in the 2019 City Election.

He was not fined by 
OCPF for the discrepan-
cies, but asked to re-file 
the report with the proper 
accounting.

Avellaneda character-
ized it as an accounting 
error, and one he quickly 
fixed. Councillor Damali 
Vidot criticized Avellane-
da for the error, saying it 
shows that the Homeown-
ers Association is just a 
front for developers and 
Avellaneda, who is a real 
estate agent.

The letter from OCPF 
came on Dec. 9 and cited 
him for inaccurate disclo-
sure and excess in-kind 
contributions.  For the first 
infraction, the endorse-

By Seth Daniel

The CHA Everett hospi-
tal in Everett received the 
first shipments of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech COVID19 
vaccine on Thursday, Dec. 
17, and began vaccinating 
workers at the hospital on 
Saturday.

The CHA Everett has 
been one of the major 
front-line hospitals in the 
fight against COVID-19 
since last spring, with it 

being right in the middle 
of three high-risk commu-
nities like Everett, Chelsea 
and Revere. Workers in the 
Emergency Department 
and the ICU have been 
caring and coordinating 
care for patients over the 
last several months with 
no vaccine protection, so 
the arrival of the first of 
two shots was an historic 
occasion.

The first two at the hos-
pital vaccinated simulta-

neously on Saturday in-
cluded Physician assistant 
Gaylen McCann of the 
Department of Surgery, 
and Critical Care Nurse 
Carla Cerrato.

CHA Everett plans to 
vaccinate hundreds of 
prioritized employees – 
mostly those dealing di-
rectly with COVID-19 
patients – in a coordinated 
and organized effort over 
the next few months.

a Happy New year&HAPPy HOLIDAYS!

A big hello from Mrs. Claus during the annual Santa visit 
through Chelsea.  See Pages 6 and 7 for more photos.

SANTA, AND MRS. CLAUS, 
VISIT CHELSEA

Avellaneda asked 
to amend his 
Campaign Report

Physician assistant Gaylen McCann (photo above), from the Dept. of Surgery, and Critical 
Care Nurse Carla Cerrato (below) were the first two CHA Everett employees to be vaccinat-
ed for COVID-19 on Saturday. The hospital received vaccine shipments on Thursday last 
week, and began their effort to vaccinate priority workers over the weekend.

Chelsea ICU nurse the first to 
get COVID-19 vaccine at MGH

See REPORTS Page3

CHA Everett vaccinates first employees Saturday

By Cary Shuman

Chelsea High coach 
Gena Restiano was pres-
ident of her class, a team 
captain, and scored 1,000 
points in her spectacular 
basketball career at Re-
vere High.

Restiano is now lead-
ing in another important 
way, having established 
a GoFundMe effort to 
help Chelsea residents as 
they deal with financial 
hardships caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The drive is called 
‘City of Chelsea’ and 
I’ve raised $1,655 to-date 
through some local donors 
such as the City Council 
and the School Commit-
tee,” said Restiano. “I 
want people to donate be-
cause the City of Chelsea 
is struggling right now.”

Restiano said she did 
some research for the 
drive and determined 
that a large percentage 
of Chelsea’s population 
is employed as essential 
workers. “A lot of people 
have lost their jobs be-
cause of COVID-19,” said 
Restiano.

CHS coach 
Restiano 
launches 
fundraising 
effort for 
residents

See RESTIANO Page 2

Gena Restiano. By Seth Daniel

A major zoning package 
with wide-ranging chang-
es from Prattville to down-
town Chelsea cleared the 
Planning Board last week, 
and will head to the City 
Council at the beginning 
of next year for consider-
ation.

The package passed 
muster with the Planning 

Board last Tuesday, Dec. 
15, except for one piece 
from the Administration 
which sought to create a 
parking district downtown.

One of the more herald-
ed changes was proposed 
by Council President Roy 
Avellaneda to the zoning 
in Prattville on the Park-
way. That zoning change 
seeks to alter the existing 
zoning, which is a residen-

tial district in what is most-
ly commercial businesses 
on the highway (Rt. 16). 

Avellaneda said he sees 
his proposal as tidying 
up something that should 
have been done long ago. 
Because every commercial 
use there is non-conform-
ing due to the residential 
zoning, everyone has to go 
through a process just to 

Major zoning changes planned 
in downtown and Prattville areas

See ZONING Page 3
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On Saturday, at the di-
rection of the Office of 
Attending Physician Con-
gresswoman Ayanna 
Pressley received the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

Pressley said she got 
the Pfizer vaccine and 
was feeling well, and en-
couraged everyone in her 
district to get the vaccine 
when it comes available to 
them.

“Today, I received my 

first dose of the Pfizer 
COVID 19 vaccine. I am 
feeling well and encourage 
everyone in our communi-
ty to take the first oppor-
tunity available to receive 
the vaccine in the weeks 
and months to come,” she 
said.  “I am grateful to the 
scientists, researchers, and 
frontline healthcare work-
ers who have worked tire-
lessly over the last several 
months to develop a vac-

cine that is safe and effec-
tive.”

She said she did not 
expect to get it as soon as 
December, but Members 
of Congress had doses set 
aside for them as a ‘Conti-
nuity of Government’ pro-
gram.

“Candidly, I did not 
expect I would be able to 
receive the vaccine this 
soon,” she said. “I planned 
to receive the vaccine at a 
Community Health Cen-
ter in my district later in 
2021. Members of Con-
gress received notice at 
the end of this week from 
the Attending Physician 
that doses would be made 
available to us as part of a 
‘continuity of government 
plan,’ a measure put in 
place during national cri-
ses. After consulting with 
my family and my doc-
tor, I decided that I would 
move forward with this 
opportunity to receive the 
vaccine.”

Despite getting the vac-
cine before most, Press-
ley said she remains con-
cerned about equity in the 
health care system and 
said it is up to leaders and 
health care institutions to 
build trust in low-income 
neighborhoods and neigh-
borhoods of color.

A former Suffolk Uni-
versity basketball play-
er, Restiano said that her 
mother helped inspire her 
goodwill effort.

“She saw Chelsea’s 
plight on the news and 
suggested a project that 
would assist local families 
during the holidays,” said 
Restiano, adding that she 
will forward the donations 
from the GoFundMe drive 
to La Colaborativa, which 

is headed by Gladys Vega.
CHS Director of Ath-

letic Amanda Alpert has 
been assisting in the fund-
raising project. Restiano 
said some of her CHS 
senior basketball players 
are promoting the ‘City 
of Chelsea’ GoFundMe 
drive. 

Restiano was excited 
to hear that one of her 
basketball players, Victo-
ria Stutto, had received a 

QuestBridge full scholar-
ship and will be attending 
Davidson College. “She’s 
an amazing student,” said 
Restiano. “She’s not just 
a good athlete, but she’s a 
great kid, too.” 

Restiano is hoping to 
return to the basketball 
court with her team soon. 
She also coaches varsity 
softball at CHS and is a 
IAABO-certified basket-
ball referee.

Last Wednesday the 10 
resident Chelsea veter-
ans that reside at 8 Grove 
Street received a visit 
from Chelsea Police Of-
ficers Sam Mojica and Jo-
anne O’Brien, delivering 
10 bright orange buckets 
widely recognized as the 
symbol of the local Home 
Depot. These buckets 
were filled with a winter 
coat and PPE supplies as 
well as treats and water.

Thanks to a combined 
effort of Home Depot, 
Ocean State Job Lots, the 
NE Patriots Foundation, 
Massachusetts State Po-
lice and other veteran fo-
cused organizations this 
gift was made possible to 
veterans across the Com-
monwealth.

For Advertising Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416
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Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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With temperatures 
dropping and the impact 
of COVID-19 settling 
in on the poorest in our 
community, the demand 
for a good night’s sleep 
in a warm bed continues 
to rise. In response to a 
call from multiple state 
agencies and in conjunc-
tion with several key part-
ners, Heading Home has 
stepped up to launch and 
oversee a 48-women’s 
only overnight shelter lo-
cated at Bunker Hill Com-
munity College (BHCC).

“We are honored to 
be in partnership with 
Bunker Hill Community 
College to offer overflow 
shelter for women expe-
riencing homelessness in 
Boston. It is an honor to 
come together with pub-
lic, private and non-profit 
leaders to solve some of 
our city’s greatest chal-
lenges,” said Danielle 
Ferrier, CEO of Heading 
Home.

The opportunity for 
BHCC to host this tempo-
rary shelter was possible 
as most of the teaching 
and learning is online due 
to the pandemic.

“As an essential hub of 
community service and 
learning, our College is in 

a unique position to make 
a difference for our vul-
nerable residents during 
these extremely difficult 
times,” said BHCC Pres-
ident Pam Eddinger.

The operation opened 
December 3, 2020, as an 
overflow option for sev-
eral Boston shelters and 
residents, as well as for 
others who need a safe 
and clean space to sleep. 
As we had hoped, clients 
are returning night af-
ter night based on their 
positive experiences. 
Most nights we have at 
least 15 guests, reaching 
30% capacity or more. 
In Partnership. Heading 
Home is honored to be 
joined in this effort with 
a number of partners, in 
addition to MEMA, in-
cluding:

•Allied Security – secu-
rity

•Arbor Associates – 
staffing

•Deployed Resources – 
mobile laundry 

•MBTA – transportation
•Spinelli’s - food
•A Dignified Approach
Women are welcomed 

into BHCC’s sun-filled 
gymnasium, offered toi-
letry kits, personal lock-
ers, and a space to call 

their own for the night. In-
dividual lockers are pro-
vided, as well as show-
ers and laundry.  MBTA 
buses bring clients to and 
from the shelter (3:30 
p.m. arrival and 7 a.m. 
departure) – and a team 
of caseworkers and secu-
rity ensure that the loca-
tion remains drug-free 
and in compliance with 
the COVID-19 protocol. 
Hunger typically accom-
panies homelessness, so 
clients enjoy a warm meal 
at the end of the day and 
breakfast before leaving 
in the morning. Addition-
ally, guests have been en-
joying activity kits during 
their stays. 

Staff continues to be 
moved by guests’ levels 
of exhaustion - yet the ap-
preciation they show for a 
warm bed, delicious meal, 
and a chance to shower is 
palpable. Heading Home 
remains grateful for our 
partnerships in this effort 
to bring safety and secu-
rity to women in our com-
munity. 

•Ways to help
If you would like to 

help the women’s shelter, 
Heading Home has shared 
their Amazon wish list, and 
online donation page.

For Betancur and her 
co-workers at the Blake 
12 ICU unit at Mass Gen-
eral’s main campus, the 
vaccine could not come 
soon enough as they have 
spent the last 10 months 
caring for COVID-19 pa-
tients to the best of their 
ability. The challenges 
were monumental, but it 
was something she said 
she signed up for.

“This is what we signed 
up for,” she said, noting 
that she also cared for 
several injured people in 
the aftermath of the Bos-
ton Marathon Bombing in 
2014. “I care a lot about 
people’s health and doing 
my best for them. It has 
been very challenging…
With me, since all this 
happened, I have a head-
ache every day when I 
come home from work. 
It comes with the job and 
it’s okay because at the 
end you see patients re-
cover and you hear good 
news and they send you 
pictures. It makes you en-
couraged and we feel it’s 
all worth it.”

Betancur came to Chel-
sea from Colombia, and 
got an Associates’ Degree 
in nursing from Northern 
Essex Community Col-
lege. Then, while working 
at various medical facil-
ities, she graduated from 
Franklin Pierce Universi-
ty in New Hampshire. Af-
ter stints at Elliot Hospital 
in New Hampshire, and at 
Beth Israel Hospital, she 
began working in the ICU 
at Blake 12 in 2012. 

When the pandemic hit 
last spring, Betancur said 
they often felt like they 
were in the bowels of the 
Titanic being thrown back 
and forth. She recalls 
April 11 as one of the most 
difficult days. On that day, 
they had to set up an ex-
panded, temporary ICU 
unit. All of the equipment 
was there, but it wasn’t 
the same and became very 
difficult to take care of the 
surge of patients. It was 
at that time they were no 
longer just taking care of 
one patient, but two at a 
time. 

Or there was the time 
when a man from the 
community showed up 
early in the pandemic sick 
with COVID after hav-
ing been required to go to 
work cleaning an office 
building. 

“One of his co-work-
ers had COVID-19 be-
cause they were cleaning 
buildings and he couldn’t 
miss work and then he 
got COVID-19,” she said. 
“He ended up in the (ICU). 
People had to go out there 
and go to work and no one 
knew about the protocols 
we know about now. I 
wish we had known the 
things we know now in 
the beginning of all this.”

And so it is why Betan-
cur and all of her col-
leagues have been waiting 
for the day the vaccine 
arrived, and why she 
jumped at being the first 
person vaccinated. She 
said she is confused by 
the skepticism in Chelsea, 

and said people need to 
educate themselves about 
it and make an informed 
decision based on the sci-
ence and not hearsay.

“I’m surprised by that 
and it makes me sad,” she 
said. “We were looking 
forward to this vaccine 
coming since it started. 
I feel like the more you 
know about the vaccine, 
the more at ease you feel 
about it. I was nervous at 
one point, but I educated 
myself on it and read three 
or four articles and under-
stood what the science 
was behind it. I worried 
it was made so quickly, 
but now I understand it…
They have been working 
on this type of vaccine for 
decades. It just so happens 
we are now using that 
technology for the virus.”

Betancur reiterated that 
she not only felt the histo-
ry of the moment, but also 
feels the weight of con-
vincing others in Chelsea 
to get the vaccine if they 
might be skeptical – or 
simply just to put them at 
ease. 

She said she will get 
the second “booster” shot 
in about 21 days, and they 
say it takes three weeks 
to build up full immuni-
ty. Still, she will take the 
precautions that she has 
been taking for the past 
10 months. Until about 
70 to 80 percent of the 
population is fully vacci-
nated, it is suggested that 
people continue to wear 
masks and follow the 
safety protocols. She will 
do that, but said she looks 
forward to a day when 
people don’t have to wear 
masks in Chelsea – when 
you can go into a restau-
rant on Broadway at ease 
and without being six feet 
apart.

“Imagine the day 
we don’t have to wear 
masks?” she said. “It is 
the right thing to do right 
now. You have to protect 
yourself, and by doing 
that you’re protecting 
others too. In my case, I 
thought more about the 
community and protecting 
my patients as well.”

PHOTO BY MASS GENERAL BRIGHAM

Registered ICU Nurse Belza Betancur, of Chelsea, claps 
her hands in job after being the first person in the Mass 
General Brigham system to get the COVID-19 vaccine last 
week. Now, she said she feels responsible for encourag-
ing everyone in Chelsea to get vaccinated as well.

Chelsea veterans receive winter coats from 
Home Depot and Ocean State Job Lots

Chelsea Police Officers Sam Mojica and Joanne O’Brien are shown with workers and 
residents of the North Bellingham Veterans Home. From left, Katrina Boswell, Medjina 
Occean, US Army Veteran Fred Leedham, Officer Mojica, US Army Veteran James Romi-
glio, Officer O’Brien, US Navy Veterans David Kneeling and Joe Broxton, and Residential 
Supervisor David Sykes.

CPD Officer Sam Mojica holds up one of the new win-
ter coats these veterans will receive.

Heading Home responds to call for 
help in partnership with BHCC

Congresswoman Pressley receives early vaccine
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Rossignol, Daniel 25 Cary Avenue RT    25 Cary Ave               $950,000
QWD Realty LLC Vision Estate LLC 100 Everett Ave #3         $613,750
Marujo, David Macdonald Margaret B  143 Orange St                    $650,000 
Garmendia, Luis A Sturdivant, Patricia 77 Prescott Ave #77              $395,000
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DISTRICT UPDATES
•The ELPAC team 

had a great meeting this 
week. EL teachers, coach-
es, parents, and even 
some kiddos joined us 
for a zoom meeting. It 
was wonderful and help-
ful to hear parents talk 
about their experiences 
with remote learning this 
year. This was a connec-
tion that is valued beyond 
measure.

•Supt. Abeyta and Rev. 
Sandra Whitley met up 
this week to begin plan-
ning the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Annual event in 
January.  Stay tuned for 
event information coming 
soon.

•The MCB Complex 
Holiday Shop team put 
together gift card bundles 
to support our families 
during the holiday sea-
son this year. More than 
$8,500 worth of gift cards 
has been distributed to 
more than 90 elementary 
families. We would like 
to extend a very special 
thank you to the many 
staff members, families, 
and friends, who contrib-
uted gift cards and funds, 
including the union mem-
bers of Teamsters Local 
25, for their generous 
contribution of Target 
gift cards. Holiday Shop 
Team:  Yolanda Valles, 
Johnny Giraldo, Julie For-
ry, Jenn Dobbins, Meghan 
Murphy, Sharon Romeo, 
and Laura Hubert.

EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER

•Ms. Canniff and Ms. 
Sophia’s Class enjoyed 
pajama day and spirit 
week last week.

•Miss Maddie’s class-
room had a guest appear-
ance from a student’s par-
ent and he surprised the 
class by singing holiday 
music and playing the gui-
tar. 

•Ms. Capobianco’s 
class had the best time 
during Spirit Week. Hat 
day, drawing with Ms. 
Carey, pajama day, frosty 
the snow man.

BERKOW-
ITZ SCHOOL 

UPDATES
•Ms. Cabigting’s So-

cial Communication 2nd 
Grade Class, with the help 
of parents who were able 
to assist, went outside with 
their rulers and yardsticks 
to measure the snow fall 
last week. They went out 
at around 9:45am to take 
the first measurement of 
how deep the snow was 
and to experience the first 
snow of this school year. 
Those who could not go 
out were watching their 
classmates live as they 

were measuring the snow 
for the whole class. The 
class made predictions 
of how much snow there 
was by looking from the 
windows. There was more 
snow than we predicted. 
Some students predicted 
that the snow would melt 
a little bit by the after-
noon. Some predicted it 
would all melt by the af-
ternoon. Some predicted 
it would remain the same. 
When Ryan and Ms. 
Mounia went out at 
1:35pm, they measured 
again and found out that 
the snow was still 12inch-
es deep, the same as it was 
in the morning.

HOOKS SCHOOL 
UPDATES

•During Mind Up on 
Friday, first grade teacher 
Ms. Paladino’s students 
practiced being mindful 
by playing close atten-
tion to detail and follow-
ing the steps to a guided 
owl drawing. The class 
thought this was a great 
drawing for our Hooks 
Spirit Day.

•In Ms. Johnson’s first 
grade class students are 
learning about “Informa-
tional How To Writing.” 
Students were given the 
task to build a snowman 
and record themselves 
giving clear directions 
using transitional words 
(first, next, then, and last). 
Students did a wonder-
ful job and are looking 
forward to teaching their 
family how to build a real 

snowman during our next 
snow storm. 

•In Ms. Derleth’s, first 
grade class during Read 
to Grow, we read “Winter 
is Here” by Kevin Hen-
kes to celebrate the first 
snowstorm of the sea-
son. Students took pic-
tures of themselves on the 
Chromebook and dressed 
themselves up in winter 
accessories.

KELLY SCHOOL UP-
DATES

•Kelly School students 
have been having tons of 
holiday fun in music class 
by performing rhythms 
using everyday objects 
(found sounds) as percus-
sion instruments.

CHELSEA HIGH 
SCHOOL 
UPDATES

•Manegabe Buijri, a 
National Honor Soci-
ety Member, worked with 
NHS Arlington group on a 
food drive to give food for 
the pantry of St. Luke’s 
in Chelsea. On Dec. 11, 
they delivered more than 
20 bags of food and dona-
tions for further food pur-
chases.

•The CHS Concert 
Band and Cantare are 
proud to present their first 
ever virtual winter con-
cert. The concert will de-
but on YouTube on Tues-
day, December 22, at 9:30 
a.m., after which it can be 
streamed on demand.  

EMPTY BOWLS. Supt. Abeyta shows off her artistic hand 
painted mugs sold by the Chelsea Empty Bowls Project 
that helps fund the Chelsea Hunger Network. The event 
has gone virtual this year, and folks can shop now for their 
unique, hand-painted bowls and mugs. All proceeds will 
directly support the Chelsea Hunger Network. All orders 
are for pick-up only and cannot be shipped. More can be 
found on the annual project at Chelsea-hunger-network.
square.site.

ment from the Chelsea 
Homeowners Association 
came for Avellaneda and 
Councillors Naomi Zabot 
and Melinda Vega-Mal-
donado, as well as Can-
didate Mark Rossi. Avel-
laneda’s Committee had a 
letter printed up at a cost 
of $1,620 and sent out to 
2,000 homeowners. The 
other endorsees were to 
report their portion of the 
expenditure as an in-kind 
contribution, and Avella-
neda was to report it as a 
full payment to the printer.

“Your Committee 
should not have disclosed 
this activity as direct ex-
penditures to the other 
candidates’ Committees 
but, rather, as a single 
expenditure to Sterling 
Printing in the total 
amount paid directly to 
that company for the mail-
ing,” read the OCPF letter. 
“The three other Commit-
tees, who were aware of 
the mailing, should have 
then reported the portion 
of the mailing allocable 
to them as in-kind contri-
butions from your Com-
mittee. Your Committee’s 
year-end report included 
only $500 paid to Sterling 
Printing for the Chelsea 
Homeowners Associa-
tion mailing. The actual 
invoice for this mailing, 
however, was $1 ,620.05. 
Your Committee under-re-
ported this expenditure by 
$1,120.05.”

The excess in-kind 
contribution came for the 
mailing benefitting Can-
didate Rossi, as OCPF 
determined the contribu-
tion amounted to $742 for 
him, and Avellaneda was 
only allowed to make a 
donation of up to $100 in-
kind to him. The amount 
of contribution for Ve-
ga-Maldonado and Zabot 
was $67.50. The remedia-
tion to fix the finance re-
port was for Rossi to pay 
the Avellaneda Campaign 
$642, and for the other 
two councillors to report 
the $67.50 on their reports 
as in-kind contributions.

The letter indicated that 
there would be no fine and 
that the Avellaneda Com-
mittee had quickly fixed 
the problem, but when 
faced with such things in 
the future, it should reach 
out to OCPF for guidance.

“Because we expect 
that the appropriate re-
medial action has been or 
will be taken, and because 
we believe that this letter 
will ensure future compli-
ance with the campaign 
finance law, OCPF has 
determined that no further 
action will be taken at this 
time,” it read. “Should 
your Committee wish to 
send a mailing in con-
junction with other com-
mittees in the future, you 
should contact our office 
for guidance.”

Councillor Vidot – who 
has taken criticism from 
Avellaneda for a few of 
her OCPF violations – said 
the matter was serious and 
if she can be criticized, so 
should Avellaneda.

“The Homeowners As-
sociation has advocated 
against affordable hous-
ing,” she said. “Some of 
that group has been very 
classist – that if you’re 
a tenant you don’t have 
a voice in the City. Of 
course we want more 
homeownership, but we 
have to deal with what’s 
here…This proves to me 
the Association is a devel-
oper front organization.

“That is the type of 
politicization of these 
processes that undermine 
the integrity of the orga-
nizations,” she continued. 
“We’re playing politics 
and I haven’t even men-
tioned he’s a real estate 
agent. It’s about puppe-
teering outcomes and un-
dermining the communi-
ty.”

Avellaneda said the 
matter was simple house-
keeping issues that in-
volved accounting – 
changing one ledger item 
to another. He said when 
the Homeowner’s Associ-
ation endorsed he and the 

others, he asked if they 
could send out a letter. In-
stead of the organization 
doing it, Avellaneda and 
the other candidates pro-
duced it, with approval, 
and sent it out.

“I should not have in 
my report written it as an 
in-kind donation to these 
Committees,” he said. “I 
should have written the 
cost in my expenses to 
Sterling Printers. It was 
simply an accounting ad-
justment switching it from 
one line item to another on 
the ledger…It wasn’t like 
I was hiding contributions 
or not reporting expenses 
or donations. I will go on 
record again and say they 
looked at me and there 
was very little here. She 
has been fined time and 
again. She failed to report 
and entire fundraiser at 
the Merritt Club that had 
expenses and donations.”

He said in the past, 
Vidot has been the bene-
ficiary of a similar letter 
sent out in 2015 to benefit 
multiple councillors and 
candidates. He said Vidot 
ought to think about re-fil-
ing her reports from back 
then to reflect an accurate 
accounting. He said there 
are likely similar issues 
with that letter, issues like 
the ones he just fixed.

Vidot said those who 
live in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones – 
alleging Avellaneda has 
long targeted her with 
OCPF complaints.

“It’s karma,” she said. 
“He said in 25 years there 
was only one City Coun-
cillor that had violated 
these Political Finance 
rules. Now, I guess there 
are two.”

Countered Avellaneda, 
“If she wants to play that 
game and make me look 
like a bad guy, it falls flat 
and I’m amused by it all…
At the end of the day, there 
have been 38 City Coun-
cillors that have served 
and she still remains the 
only one to be fined by the 
(state) OCPF.”

Staff Report

Anyone looking to 
brighten up this strange 
holiday season should 
look no further than the 
online performance of the 
Chelsea High Performing 
Arts Department – who 
have produced a holiday 

video presentation that is 
now available this week.

The CHS Performing 
Arts Department will 
present their first-ever vir-
tual winter concert, fea-
turing the CHS Cantare 
and CHS Concert Band.  

The 15-minute family 
friendly concert makes an 

excellent addition to plans 
for the last day of school 
before winter break, and it 
will premiere on Tuesday, 
Dec. 22, at 9:30 a.m.

After that point, it will 
be viewable on demand. 
The link to the con-
cert is: https://youtu.be/
t3c2LqyuhAI.

Chelsea High winter concert online starting Dec. 22

locate there.
Avellaneda said that 

leads to vacant buildings 
and unreasonable expecta-
tions.

“This is the third one 
I’ve done and the fourth 
zoning change I’ve pro-
posed in four years,” he 
said. “this is the third re-
zone change I’ve advocat-
ed for in terms of business 
uses…The reasons behind 
this one is simple. The zon-
ing doesn’t allow for what 
exists there. In a couple of 
corner storefronts, they are 
left vacant because they 
lost the ability to transfer a 
non-conforming use to an-
other non-conforming use. 
By properly zoning this 
for what they have there 
– which is retail business-
es – we’re allowing that to 
happen.”

He said the owners of 
the popular Tombo 22 
Restaurant on the Parkway 
had troubles opening up 
because of this, and the old 
bottling plant cannot find a 
tenant and was just reject-
ed by the Planning Board 
for a church.

“The zoning makes no 
sense,” he said. “No one 
down there will take down 
a convenience store and 
build and single-family 
home and live on Rt. 16. 
No one is going to knock 
down the rug store and 
build a two-family.”

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said he agrees with 
the change, but pointed out 
his administration did not 
suggest it.

“I think it makes sense 
that area, which is com-

mercial in nature, ought 
to have some commercial 
zone,” he said. “We’ve 
never pressed too hard in 
the past because of neigh-
borhood concerns.”

Some of the other zon-
ing changes offered by the 
administration are more 
far reaching.

•Two high-profile 
changes recommended 
by the Planning Board in-
clude allowing marijuana 
businesses to locate stores 
and delivery-only loca-
tions in more zoning areas 
– including the downtown 
business district. Deliv-
ery-only businesses would 
also be able to be an acces-
sory use in any residential 
zone, and as a permitted 
use in several of the com-
mercial zoning districts 
– including the Naval Hos-
pital Residential and Com-
mercial districts.

•In another land-use 
change – one that Avel-
laneda proposed in part 
several years ago – Am-
brosino said they are 
looking to spur develop-
ment on the waterfront 
area of the Chelsea Creek. 
There, they would replace 
the Waterfront Industri-
al Overlay District with a 
new Port District and Wa-
terfront Upland District. 
The change would also 
create a Waterfront Im-
provement Trust Fund, and 
virtually institute a type of 
Master Plan for the entire 
area – including new land-
scaping requirements, new 
Special Permit criteria and 
the principal uses for those 
areas – which mostly lie on 

the west side of Marginal 
Street.

•The changes would 
also increase density in 
the two largest residen-
tial districts, which many 
see as appropriate, both 
Ambrosino and Avella-
neda said. These would 
decrease the minimum lot 
sizes in the Residential 1 
district, and decrease the 
minimum lot size and the 
minimum useable open 
space requirement in the 
Residential 2 District (R2). 
The R2 district is one of 
the largest in the entire city, 
and includes the neighbor-
hoods on Bellingham Hill, 
as well as the Orange/Ad-
dison areas.

•Finally, another change 
would include creating a 
new Mixed-Use Overlay 
District for the area at Ev-
erett Avenue, the railroad 
and the Everett City Line. 
This district allows for 
much taller buildings and 
is seen as an accommo-
dation to allow the re-de-
velopment of the Stop & 
Shop to file its project in 
Chelsea. That project was 
filed in Everett earlier this 
year and went through a 
tremendous amount of re-
view there, and has now 
been fully approved.

The matter moves from 
the Planning Board to the 
City Council for a final 
vote into law, but Avella-
neda said he didn’t expect 
a vote until early Feb-
ruary – noting there is a 
great deal to discuss when 
it comes to some of the 
changes.
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Our Christmas Spirit

GUeSt op-ed

THE TRUE SPIRIT OF 

CHRISTMAS

The Christmas season usually is the most wonderful 
time of the year.

But Christmas, 2020, is anything but wonderful.
We are undergoing a degree of hardship unlike any 

that we have experienced in our lifetime. More Ameri-
cans are dying each and every day from the coronavirus 
than perished in any of our wars or on 9/11. As the cu-
mulative death toll inexorably continues to climb, the 
total number of Americans who will have been killed by 
the virus likely will exceed all of the combat deaths in 
all of our wars against a foreign enemy.

The death count from the pandemic only tells part 
of the story, however. Those who have survived a bout 
with the virus face an uncertain future because of the 
serious long-term health effects on their vital organs.

The burden that has been placed upon our doctors, 
nurses, and other front-line workers has been enormous 
and continues to grow as the virus relentlessly attacks 
our populace and fills our hospitals to overflowing.

In addition, the economic impact of the pandemic has 
been profound for the millions of Americans who have 
lost their jobs, their businesses, and their homes. Mil-
lions of Americans, including one in five children, do 
not have enough to eat. The lines of cars at food banks 
stretch for miles.

For our nation’s young people, the virus has disrupted 
their lives to such an extent that economists say the ef-
fects upon their education and future job prospects will 
linger for years to come.

The pandemic has eviscerated the usual holiday cel-
ebrations that bring together family, friends, and col-
leagues, adding to the mental health and anxiety issues, 
especially for older Americans, that are a by-product of 
the constant stress in our lives.

But amidst all of the chaos and danger that society is 
facing, this holiday season has provided us with an op-
portunity to discover a new-found appreciation for the 
things that really matter in our lives.

With the usual holiday frenzy of parties, gift-shop-
ping, vacations, and other self-indulgent pursuits no 
longer viable, we have a unique opportunity to reflect 
on what is really important: The health and safety of 
ourselves and our loved ones, as well as the urgent need 
to assist those who find themselves in dire straits this 
holiday season.

We hope that all of our readers will heed the warn-
ings of our public health officials and that those with 
the means to do so will help the vast numbers of our 
less-fortunate fellow Americans.

If we do these things, we will come to a true under-
standing of what the Christmas season really is all about.

Dr. Glenn Mollette

 Years ago, our church 
group was out Christ-
mas caroling. We weren’t 
far from the church and 
our leader led us out to 
the back of Mr. Castle’s 
house to sing to he and his 
wife. His wife came to the 
door and greeted us with 
a smile and was gracious. 
We sang to her when sud-
denly through the window 
we saw her husband ap-
pear in the family room 
with a big towel around 
his body. He obviously 
had just gotten out of the 
shower. He came into his 
family room unknowing 
that 20 carolers had all 
eyes on him. Several of the 
women began to chuckle. 
I just knew we were all 
about to see something 
we had not planned on. 
Sitting down on his sofa 
he put his feet up and was 
preparing to relax. The 
volume of laughter from a 
couple of his adult friends 
grew louder when Mr. 
Castle looked up and saw 

us. He immediately made 
an “Oh no” expression 
while shaking his head 
a bit and jumped up and 
departed to another part 
of the house. We sang to 
his sweet wife and moved 
on down the street with a 
new visual that I still re-
member to this day. I’ll 
always remember what a 
good spirit he and his wife 
had and that we all left 
feeling uplifted by them.

 This week I walked to 
the back of a local nurs-
ing home to look through 
a window to see a friend. 
Ms. Southard is 99. My 
wife and I visited in her 
home recently.  She was 
agile, mentally sharp and 
dancing around like she 
always does. Her attitude 
always lifts us up. She 
did say on that very day 
we were there, “I don’t 
want to end up in a nurs-
ing home. “I told my son 
I don’t ever want to be in 
one,” she said. Two weeks 
later while closing her 
curtains she made an awk-
ward step, fell and broke 

her leg. Surgery was re-
quired and also rehabili-
tation. Her insurance plan 
would not pay for her to 
go to the local rehabilita-
tion hospital but instead 
put her where she never 
wanted to be, a nursing 
home. 

 I found out from a 
nurse which room she 
was in and how to find 
the right window to look 
through. The nurse said 
she would meet me at 
the window and let Ms. 
Southard know I was 
there. I dreaded what I 
might see but wanted to 
wish her a Merry Christ-
mas. Knocking on the 
window I was delighted 
that she was sitting up and 
started laughing and wav-
ing at me. We exchanged 
Merry Christmas the best 
we could yelling through 
a window. While I almost 
wanted to cry seeing her 
there, I was so encouraged 
by her good spirit. 

 The spirit of Christmas 
is inside you. This spirit is 
greater than you and I and 

pulls us through the awk-
ward and the very difficult 
times of life. 

 The Christmas season 
we celebrate is one of 
hope and celebration. The 
story of Jesus is the story 
of God’s hope coming to 
us in the little baby a long 
time ago.  2020 has cer-
tainly been a year we’ve 
needed hope. 

 2021 is going to be a 
better year. Vaccines for 
Covid-19 are coming. 
May your spirit be rekin-
dled. Share your spirit 
with others and may the 
year ahead be one of the 
best ever for us all. 

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Is-
sues and Common Sense 
opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each 
week In over 500 newspa-
pers, websites and blogs 
across the United States.

EBNHC received and 
administered the Moder-
na COVID-19 Vaccine to 
its first staff this morning 
just shorty after it arrived.  
The first three employees 
to receive the vaccine are 

pictured here along with 
members of Health Cen-
ter Management looking 
on.  The Health Center 
will continue to vaccinate 
its staff beginning with 
those in the front lines 

treating COVID-19 pa-
tients and other clinical 
staff most at risk and hope 
to proceed with other staff 
as they receive more vac-
cine.  EBNHC is prepar-
ing for what it will take 

to vaccinate those most 
at risk in the community 
once we enter into that 
phase and eventually all 
that they serve.

EBNHC received and administered the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine

Pictured (left to right) Manny Lopes, President and CEO, Dr. Jackie Fantes, Chief Medical Officer and Family Medicine 
Doctor, Morgan Brister, Nurse for South End Community Health Center, Dr. Mothusi Chilume, Family Medicine Director, 
Karina Mendoza, Nurse, Testing, Dr. Jaime Gallegos- Salazar, Infectious Disease Director and Adult Medicine Doctor, and 
Courtney Senechal, Employee Health Nurse Manager.
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By Seth Daniel

In the digital highway, 
Chelsea’s stuck in the 
slow lane.

A new study of median 
downloads speeds across 
the state by the Metropol-
itan Area Planning Coun-
cil (MAPC) showed that 
Chelsea has the slowest 
speeds in Greater Boston, 
just behind Everett and 
exponentially slower than 
communities like Welles-
ley and Weston.

Chelsea registered an 
average of 35.56 Mega-
bits per second, which 
was only slightly high-
er than Everett’s 38.91. 
Chelsea and Everett were 
far below neighbors like 
Revere (50.38) and Mal-
den (54.82), and exponen-
tially slower than Welles-
ley (141.08) and Weston 
(234.46). It is, for most, 
confirmation of something 
that’s been known for quite 
some time, and something 
that COVID-19 has made 
more apparent as students 
struggle with connectivity 
in the all-remote school-
ing and workers confined 
to their homes frequently 
get kicked offline. Even 
expensive equipment 
can’t fix the issues, as it’s 
likely an infrastructure 
problem caused by years 
of inequitable investment 
in urban areas by provid-
ers, MAPC officials said, 
that seems to be a trend in 
their study.

Ryan Kelly, Josh Eichen 
and Matthew Zagaja of 
MAPC said they took on 
the study to find out about 
things that matter to peo-
ple right now – such as 
internet speeds. The goal 
is to expand on the infor-
mation, add more data, 
and help municipalities to 
solve these problems so 
good access to something 
as important as the Inter-
net isn’t determined by 
one’s zip code.

“We very quickly iden-
tified digital access as 
something we wanted to 
study,” said Eichen. “It 
enables education, access 
to healthcare, the ability 
to fill out unemployment 
claims, access to housing 
support services and food 
security – all of this is on-
line now. It’s very import-
ant, now more than ever, 

to get access.
The speed tests were ac-

cessed via an open data set 
from Measurement Lab, 
said Zagaja. While many 
haven’t heard of Measure-
ment Lab, it is the standard 
speed test used by Google. 
So, there is a ton of data 
and they analyzed those 
speed tests, isolated them 
to each zip code and ran 
through data from January 
to late November. In ana-
lyzing the data, they were 
able to tell if the speed test 
was done due to a problem 
with the internet that was 
fixed later. So, repair situ-
ations weren’t included in 
the overall averages. 

“It gives us a baseline 
of the numbers of individ-
uals having an issue,” he 
said.

Kelly added they not 
only want to help munic-
ipalities fix their digital is-
sues, but also they want to 
help them gather informa-
tion to know exactly what 
their problems are. He 
said many of the software 
companies and platforms 
used by municipalities 
have all kinds of connec-
tivity data, and that can 
be asked for in contracts 
or agreements with those 
companies. Having that 
data, he said, will only 
help identify issues.

“We’re also trying to 
empower municipalities 
to get their own date and 
improve the lives of their 
residents,” he said.

They are also looking 
for all kinds of partners in 
addition to City govern-
ment, including commu-

nity based organizations, 
school districts, health 
care providers and com-
munity development cor-
porations to name a few.

Eichen said one of the 
lenses of the study focus-
es on equity, and in many 
low-income urban areas, 
there isn’t enough invest-
ment in digital access by 
providers. That is a trend 
by Internet providers to 
offer better service in 
wealthier suburban com-
munities, a trend borne 
out by the MAPC data.

“MAPC as an organiza-
tion has a major focus on 
equity,” he said. “We want 
to encourage development 
and ensure that individuals 
don’t have their economic 
mobility become stunted 
because of lack of access 
that is a central issue.”

Supt. Almi Abeyta said 
she and City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino have 
been working on the issue 
of internet speeds for sev-
eral months. She said they 
have had conversations 
with providers like Com-
cast and Verizon. Mean-
while, they have also been 
able to corral some engi-
neers from MIT to learn 
how to improve connec-
tivity and speeds.

“The City Manager has 
organized several con-
versations with Comcast, 
Verizon, and engineers 
from MIT so we can 
learn more about improv-
ing connectivity for our 
families,” she said. “We 
have also met with oth-
er districts such as South 
Bend Community School 
Corporation in Indiana to 
learn from their creativity 
in providing internet ser-
vices to students. They are 
actually the district that 
was on CNN for using 
Wi-Fi connections on bus-
es. I recognize that I can-
not improve connectivity 
for my students without 
working together with 
the City on solutions. We 
are grappling with this 
and looking for short and 
long-term solutions. 

“…Regarding the slow 
speed in Chelsea, there are 
differences in regards to 
community demographics 
that may be a contributing 
factor for those numbers,” 
she continued. “One of 
them is the type of service 

that our residents in Chel-
sea can afford; thus, this 
could be bringing down 
the average speed.”

Ambrosino said most of 
it has to do with the levels 
of service, and the basic 
services are very limited 
in Chelsea.

“Most of the slow speed 
issues here have to do 
with the level of service 
that residents have,” he 
said. “If you have Com-
cast Essentials, then the 
speed can be quite limit-
ed. We are thinking about 
some long-term solutions 
for this issue, but we don’t 
have any great ideas for 
short-term fixes beyond 
purchasing more and bet-
ter ‘hot spots.’”

Eichen said the MAPC 
study touches on so many 
things now that COVID 
has changed the way the 
world works, learns and 
conducts business.

“There are so many 
ways to share this,” he 
said. “There is going to be 
more and more demand 
for high-speed, reliable 
internet. Businesses will 
be increasingly looking 
at this when they make 
decisions on where to lo-
cate. There may be com-
panies that no longer need 
15,000 sq. ft. downtown 
for an office, but may be 
able to use 5,000 sq. ft. in 
an inner suburb. But they 
might not get the same in-
frastructure there as they 
got in downtown Boston. 
Municipalities may see 
this as an opportunity to 
cash in under this scenar-
io.”

POLIcE Briefs by Seth Daniel

Eleven cities and towns 
across Greater Boston will 
soon be putting more than 
$1 million to work ad-
dressing climate change 
through local projects, 
thanks to a new round of 
grant funding announced 
this week.

The program, “Acceler-
ating Climate Resiliency,” 
gave more than $700,000 
in the latest round of fund-
ing, part of a partnership 
between The Barr Foun-
dation and the Metropoli-
tan Area Planning Council 
(MAPC) in Boston.

Locally grants awards 
will go to the Chel-
sea ‘Neighborhood Grid’ 
Energy Resilience effort; 
and the Malden River 
Works project for Water-
front Equity and Resil-
ience.

Grants range in size from 
$50,000 to $150,000 per 
municipality and are de-
signed to drive long-term 
transformative change by 
investing in impactful, 
short-term local projects. 
“We are so pleased to 
be partnering with these 
communities and their lo-
cal teams to be promoting 
climate resilience with an 
eye toward social equity, 
and can’t wait to see how 
these come together to 

shape a regional strategy,” 
said Rebecca Davis, Dep-
uty Director of MAPC.

“The City of Chelsea is 
excited to participate in 
the MAPC’s Accelerating 
Climate Resilience Pro-
gram. Through this pro-
gram the City will be able 
to design and install a bat-
tery storage system at our 
Police Station, one of our 
most critical buildings. We 
will also work on energy 
efficiency programs in 
several affordable housing 
buildings in the City. This 
will bring significant short 
term and long-term ben-
efits to our community,” 
said Chelsea City Manag-
er Thomas G. Ambrosino.

Every grant recipient 
will also become part of a 
new “community of prac-
tice,” which will convene 
grantees as a group every 
other month to discuss 
challenges or barriers to 
implementation that they 
may be encountering, and 
will also offer a compan-
ion public lecture series. 
Speakers from across 
the country will come to 
the Boston region to talk 
about advancing innova-
tive solutions to climate 
change, eventually in per-
son, but beginning virtual-
ly in 2021.

$700k ‘Accelerating Climate Resiliency’ 
grants to fund 11 local projects

Speeds by Community
A sample of some of 

the median download 
speeds by communi-
ty from across Great-
er Boston. Speeds are 
measured in Megabits 
per second.

•Chelsea – 35.56
•Everett – 38.91
•Somerville – 44.26
•Cambridge – 46.23
•Revere – 50.38
•Malden – 54.82
•Quincy – 58.26
•Medford – 65.21
•Arlington – 66.22
•Newton – 80.02
•Wellesley – 141.08
•Weston – 234.46
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Study shows Chelsea has slowest 
Internet speeds in Greater Boston

A dozen municipal 
leaders from across Great-
er Boston and the Com-
monwealth of Massa-
chusetts announced their 
support for Boston City 
Councilor At-Large Mi-
chelle Wu’s mayoral cam-
paign, including Chelsea 
Councilor Judith Garcia.

The leaders listed be-
low have endorsed Mi-
chelle Wu’s mayoral bid 
in support of Boston’s po-
tential to be a catalyst for 
systemic change across 
the state and the country. 
•Watertown Town Coun-
cilor Caroline Bays

•Quincy City Councilor 
Ian Cain

•Somerville City Coun-
cilor Ben Ewen-Campen

•Chelsea City Council-
or Judith Garcia

•Brookline Select 
Board Member Raul Fer-
nandez

•Everett City Councilor 
Stephanie Martins

•Pittsfield City Council-
or Helen Moon

•Lowell City Councilor 
Vesna Nuon

•Malden City Council-
or Ryan O’Malley

•Newton City Council-
or Holly Ryan

•Cambridge City 
Councilor Jivan Sobrin-
ho-Wheeler

•Cambridge City Coun-
cilor Quinton Zondervan

On Tuesday, December 
15, these elected officials 
joined Wu for a virtual 
event to discuss the power 
of local government and 
the need for a regional 
vision and partnership to 
solve our deepest chal-
lenges, such as housing, 
transportation, climate, 
and closing the racial 
wealth gap.

“I’m grateful and proud 
to stand with these friends 
and trailblazers who share 
a fierce belief in the power 
of cities to lead,” said Mi-
chelle Wu. “From hous-
ing, to transportation, cli-
mate change, and closing 
the racial wealth gap—we 
need regional vision and 
partnership to solve the 
inequities our communi-
ties are facing.”

Said Councillor Garcia, 
“I am thrilled to endorse 
Michelle Wu for Mayor of 
Boston,” said City Coun-
cilor Judith Garcia. “Mi-
chelle has proven to be 
a relentless advocate for 
those who have been un-
seen and unheard for too 
long. She understands the 
urgency of this time and 
I cannot think of a better 
person to lead Boston for-
ward.”

In September, Michelle 
Wu launched her may-
oral campaign for bold, 
urgent leadership to build 
a Boston for everyone. 
Michelle is a mom of 
two young kids, a daugh-
ter of immigrants, and a 
fierce believer that we can 
solve our deepest chal-
lenges through building 
community. As a Boston 
City Councilor, Michelle 
has worked in coalition 
to deliver bold, systemic 
change and redefine what 
is possible through activ-
ist city leadership.

Leaders endorse Michelle Wu’s 
2021 Boston mayoral bid

VOLVO TRUCK 
OVERTURNS           
ON TOBIN

A 2001 Volvo V70 
wagon, crashed and 
rolled onto its side north 
of the Beacon Street 
ramp, 9:09 a.m., on Fri-

day. The driver was a 
33-year-old Chelsea man. 
EMS responded for non-
life threatening injuries, 
but his condition was not 
immediately available af-
ter transport.



Page 6 T H E   C H E L S E A   R E C O R D  Tuesday, December 22, 2020

Shops & Services in Chelsea
 In these tough times, please support local businesses,

they are the life blood of our community
BOSTON PLAY GROUND

Birthday Parties, Private Play, Drop In
121 Webster Ave.
Chelsea, MA
Bostonplayground.com

THE BROWN JUG
Over 50 years
1014 Revere Beach Parkway
(In the Home Depot Plaza)
Chelsea Ma
Gift Certificates Available…Catering upon request
Dine in…Daily….11 to 9:30pm
Take out Daily….11 to 9:50, pick up or by 10

CIAO! 
Pizza & Pizza
59 Williams St., Chelsea

617 286 9346
Open 7 Days A Week
12 to 9pm
Gift Certificates Available
Catering upon request

METRO CREDIT UNION
200 Revere Beach Parkway & 365 Broadway, Chelsea
877.MY.Metro
Here to support the Chelsea community since 1926

MYSTIC VALLEY ELDER SERVICES, INC.
Shawn Middleton
Director of Marketing and Communications
300 Commercial Street, #19
Malden, MA 02148
Direct Office Phone:  (781) 388-4866
Cell: (978) 337-7659

Office: (781) 324-7705, ext. 320
Fax: (781) 324-1369
E-mail: smiddleton@mves.org
Web site: www.mves.org

NEW BRIDGE CAFE
Happy Holidays! Gift Certificates Available
Food & Spirits
650 Washington Ave., Chelsea
617 884 0134
Catering upon request

TAMBO 22
22 Adams St. Chelsea, MA 02150
617-466-9422  gift certificates available
www.tambo22chelsea.com
info@tambo22chelsea.com

Santa and Mrs Claus with their friends from the Chelsea Fire and Police Departments, Cataldo Ambulance Services, 
Councillor Leo Robinson, and other volunteers that made the annual visit a success.

Chelsea’s Resuce 1 has the task of driving Santa and Mrs. Claus across Chelsea, bringing the holiday spirit to all, with the 
Chelsea Police escort paving the way.

Chelsea Fire Chief Mike Mascucci and Counciillor 
Leo Robinson.

HERE COMES SANTA, FOR HIS ANNUAL VISIT THROUGH CHELSEA, 
WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON.

Last Saturday afternoon, Santa visited the many 
children of all ages of Chelsea, courtesy of the com-
bined efforts of the Chelsea Fire and Police Depart-
ments. Public safety being the upmost concern this 
year in many ways, Santa and Mrs. Claus made their 
way through the streets of Chelsea on top of their fa-
vorite ride, Rescue 1, escorted by the Chelsea Police.

Thanks to the dedication of the Fire and Police De-
partments, their crews and officers, elected officials, 
the Chamber of Commerce and other volunteers this 
event is made possible every year for the children to 
get into the holiday spirit.

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

Despite the challenges of 
the pandemic, Malden Cath-
olic High School has suc-
cessfully provided live and 
remote interactive curricu-
lum taught in a Hybrid mod-
el throughout the fall and 
the school has hosted over 
400 potential Class of 2025 
families in-person for so-
cially distanced small group 
presentations and tours. As a 
result, Malden Catholic has 
received an increased num-
ber of applications to date 
for the 2021/2022 school 
year and is anticipating dou-
ble-digit growth in enroll-
ment. MC is currently over 

660 students and is expected 
to reach over 730 students in 
2021.  

“Malden Catholic is 
committed to educating the 
whole person and we were 
able to rise to the occasion 
during the pandemic. At 
MC, we have created an 
experience that has been 
as close to a traditional 
school year as possible,” 
stated Headmaster John K. 
Thornburg. “Throughout 
these challenging months, 
our entire community has 
maintained a strict Culture 
of Health, we successfully 
executed a Hybrid Model 

with best-in-class technol-
ogy for optimal classroom 
instruction and provided 
active programming for our 
students over the past few 
months with 15 virtual clubs 
and events.” Thornburg add-
ed, “As a highly responsive 
educational institution, and 
we believe that our quick ad-
aptation to exceptional live 
and virtual academic learn-
ing formats has sparked our 
admissions growth.”

“Our son is a Junior and 
he has had an amazing year 
with strong academics, and 
he has had no interruption 
in his education. He is at 

school two days per week 
in his cohort and is fully en-
gaged. He is working even 
harder this year than in years 
before,” stated Kevin and 
Missy Barrett. “The school 
has done a fantastic job nav-
igating COVID!” 

Malden Catholic admis-
sions applications will be 
accepted throughout De-
cember 2020 and Malden 
Catholic encourages stu-
dents to apply from the sur-
rounding communities. The 
list of accepted students will 
be announced on February 
1, 2021.

Malden Catholic on track for unprecedented growth in 2021
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WISHING YOU A SAFE, HAPPY, 
AND HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON
From buying or refinancing a home to safeguarding your savings 
and everything in between, we’re here to help.

Call 877.MY.METRO or click MetroCU.org.

Insured by NCUA  |  Member MSIC  |  NMLS# 198524  |

THE EASTERN SALT CO. (617) 884-5201 
37 Marginal St., Chelsea MA 02150

We Wish You a Merry Christmas& a Happy New Year!

CITY 
MANAGER
THOMAS G. THOMAS G. 

AMBROSINOAMBROSINO

Wishing each and all a Merry 
Christmas and a Year to look 

forward to in 2021!

TRANSDEL CORP.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Santa and his friends, Jim Perisie, Fire Chief Mike Masucci, Councillor Leo Robinson and 
Fire Captain Mike Gurska.

Santa and Mrs Claus wave to the many boys and girls along their route last Saturday 
afternoon.

CPD Officer JoAnne O’Brien with the guests of honor, Santa and Mrs. Claus.

Myles Mojica with Santa and Mrs. Claus and his dad, CPD 
Officer Sammy Mojica.

Mrs. Claus is shown with Natalie Pardo, and from Cataldo Ambulance Service, Ariana 
Sarro and Lindsay Yost.

HERE COMES SANTA, FOR HIS ANNUAL VISIT THROUGH CHELSEA, 
WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE DAN RYAN
www.RepDanRyan.com
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for a yearly payout over 
one lump sum.

“We’re very excited,” 
said Barry Calvani of 
Cal’s News after learn-
ing of the winner’s name 
from the Lynn Journal. “I 
know Michael well and 
I’m very happy for him. 
I want to see him step out 
from behind the curtain. 
Everybody has been ask-
ing me, ‘Who was it? Who 
was it?”

Calvani said the Lynn 
Journal was the store’s 
“good luck charm,” having 
published a recent, front-
page story in the newspa-
per that Cal’s News hadn’t 
sold a $1 million ticket 
since the Instant Ticket 
Games began in 1974.

“Had I known that all it 
would have taken was an 
interview with the Lynn 
Journal, I would have 
done it many years ago,” 
jested Calvani. 

The winning ticket at 
Cal’s was the seventh 
prize of $1 million or 
more in the city this year 
(see accompanying chart). 
One store, the 7 Eleven, 
50 Western Ave., sold a $4 
million Instant ticket and 
a $1 million Instant ticket 
this year.

“I love to see the Lot-
tery players win, that’s 
what drives sales,” said 
Calvani. “In my own 
store, I have people who 
are regulars and some who 
haven’t been in the store 
for awhile. And now the 
search is on for $1 mil-
lion winner No. 2 at Cal’s. 
Lottery players are super-
stitious by nature and now 
there’s a large percentage 
of people who think Cal’s 
is now a quote, unquote, 
“lucky store.”

Mass Lottery Assistant 
Executive Director and 
Communications Director 
Christian Teja said each 
store that sells a $1 mil-
lion ticket gets a one per-
cent bonus, meaning that 
Cal’s News will receive a 
$10,000 bonus.

“It’s always exciting 
when a store sells a mil-
lion-dollar ticket, espe-
cially when it’s their first,” 
said Teja. “And even more 
exciting when they’ve 
been in business for such a 
long, long time like Cal’s.”

Teja said a new set of 
Instant Ticket Games will 
be launched in January. 
There are currently five 
ongoing Holiday Instant 
Ticket Games. 

“Holiday tickets always 
make great gifts,” said 
Teja, noting that all recip-
ients must be 18 years of 
age or older.

Teja noted that the 
Lottery’s Lucky For Life 
twice-weekly (Monday 
and Thursday) game will 
become a daily game be-
ginning in July.

KEEFE 
FRUSTRATED OVER 
ONLINE LEARNING

REVERE - In a pow-

erful statement that rever-
berated in the educational 
community into the week-
end and on to this week, 
City Council President 
Patrick Keefe expressed 
frustration with students 
still being unable to attend 
classes in person at Revere 
schools.

Keefe’s remarks, made 
at a joint meeting of the 
Revere City Council and 
Revere School Commit-
tee Friday, were appar-
ently not well received 
by some Revere teachers, 
two of whom expressed 
their discontent during the 
meeting broadcast live on 
Revere TV.

During the meeting two 
parents did seem to con-
cur with Keefe that the 
overall remote learning 
experience did not meet 
the exceptionally high 
standards for which the 
highly acclaimed Revere 
school system is known. 
The parents cited a lack of 
information and updates 
being presented to parents 
by school administrators 
during the remote-learn-
ing process. Mayor Brian 
Arrigo, Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Dianne Kelly, Public 
Health Director Lauren 
Buck and Mayor Arrigo’s 
Chief of Staff Kim Hanton  
participated in the meet-
ing.

Keefe said the issues 
was personal to him in that 
he [and his wife, Jennifer] 
have two children enrolled 
in the Revere schools. He 
prefaced his remarks by 
stating that “I know for 
100 per cent certainty that 
everyone on the School 
Committee, especially the 
superintendent [Dr. Di-
anne Kelly], and all of the 
faculty and the teachers 
have done an unbeliev-
able job thus far. They 
have worked unbelievably 
hard.”

 But then Keefe lowered 
the boom.

“I believe education is 
essential to our children, 
but as a parent I’m frus-
trated where we current-
ly stand for eight months 
and I feel helpless, a per-
son watching my children 
deteriorate” said Keefe. 
“Just imagine how the 
other 8,000 families in Re-
vere feel.

“This is why I believe 
it’s imperative that we 
make some corrective 
action in how we are at-
tempting to get children 
back into our schools,” he 
continued.

Keefe called the curric-
ulum and school system 
“the city’s gold standard” 
for years, especially so un-
der the direction of Supt. 
Kelley.

“On March 12, that all 
went away. It changed 
when we closed the doors 
to everyone. And I agree 
that at the time it was the 
right decision to step back 
and reflect and plan a path 
forward.

“But fast forward eight-
plus months and to con-
tinue to even be unable 
to consider the concept 
of going back in to these 
former safe havens, it’s 
not acceptable and it goes 
against everything these 
schools have stood for,” 
said Keefe.

Keefe inferred that the 
blame rested on the teach-
ers when he said, “I don’t 
create a suggestion that 
there is one group to cause 
for this great resistance for 
getting back into at least 
partial in-person learning, 
although it’s quite clear 
by many closely involved 
that this is the answer.”

Mayor Brian Arrigo, 
who is the ex-officio chair 
of the School Committee, 
was the first to respond to 
Keefe’s “perspective and 
frustration.”

“The level of anxiety 
and the challenges that 
come along with remote 
learning certainly come 
through the screen and I 
just appreciate the fact that 
you would take the time to 
express those feelings as a 
parent, first. Your perspec-
tive is one that I value and 
I certainly understand the 
frustration that you have,” 
said Arrigo.

The mayor said the 
frustration Keefe was ex-
periencing was also being 
experienced by the School 
Committee and the super-
intendent of schools.

Kelly said, “I feel also, 
Patrick, for what you’re 
saying and I will say that 
I have had a number of 
parents reach out who feel 
the same way that you do, 
and a number of teach-
ers who have reached out 
and are really desperate to 
get back to the classroom 
and have some in-person 
instruction with their stu-
dents.

“I think the most re-
sponsible thing that we 
can do and the School 
Committee has been in 
agreement with is follow 
the guidelines from our 
medical professionals 
and from the Department 
of Education, the CDC, 
the Department of Public 
Health. Although I learned 
a lot more about this infec-
tion, about vaccines, about 
ventilations systems – I 
am not an expert in any of 
them and so we all need 
to rely on the people who 
are.”

Kelly said Revere has 
consistently been among 
the communities with the 
highest COVID-19 posi-
tivity rates in Massachu-
setts.

The superintendent said 
the school system con-
ducted a recent survey 
in which 3,100 families  
responded – which is a 
fantastic return. Kelly in-
dicated that 85 percent of 
the parents indicated that 
they were very pleased 
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EXELON DONATES 
COATS TO EPS

EVERETT - As part 
of its continued support 
of the Everett Public 
Schools, Exelon Gener-
ation has graciously do-
nated 300 winter coats to 
our students through a col-
laboration with Operation 
Warm. This is the third 
consecutive year Exelon 
has made this generous 
gesture to provide warmth 
to hundreds of children. 
The coats will be distrib-
uted to students through-
out the district, under the 
direction of principals and 
assistant principals, over 
the rest of the holiday sea-
son,

“We’re pleased to help 
Everett Public School stu-
dents dress warmly for our 
cold New England win-
ters,” said Archie Glea-
son, General Manager, 
Northeast Region, Exelon 
Generation. “On behalf 
of our district, my sincer-
est thanks to Mr. Glea-
son and the employees 
of Exelon Generation for 
this thoughtful and timely 
donation,” said Superin-
tendent of Schools Priya 
Tahiliani. “These are very 
challenging times, and we 
are grateful for Exelon 
helping us endure them. 
These coats will certainly 
brighten the holidays for 
our students.”

Operation Warm is a 
national nonprofit that cre-
ates brand new, high-qual-
ity coats for children in 
need. Every child, regard-
less of their economic sit-
uation, deserves a brand-
new coat. They partner 
with compassionate indi-
viduals and organizations 
across North America to 
give the gift of warmth, 
confidence and hope to 
millions of children in 
need. Operation Warm be-
lieves a brand-new coat is 
more than a coat, promot-
ing self-esteem, school 
attendance and outdoor 
play. To learn more about 
Operation Warm, vis-
it OperationWarm.org. 

Exelon Generation is 
a FORTUNE 100 com-
pany that works in every 
stage of the energy busi-
ness: power generation, 
competitive energy sales, 
transmission and delivery.

EVERETT HIGH 
WINTER SPORTS 
SEASON ON HOLD 

EVERETT - The start 
of the Everett High School 
winter sports season is be-
ing delayed hold due to 
the increased number of 
coronavirus cases in the 
city. 

The School Commit-
tee voted 8-0 last week to 
allow EHS winter sports 
teams to begin practices 
as early as Dec. 15, but 
the Board of Health rec-
ommended against pro-
ceeding this week. School 
officials are hoping that 
the coronavirus case num-
bers will stabilize and the 
season can get underway 
sometime in January.

Everett High Director 
of Athletics Tammy Turn-
er was set to participate in 
a GBL athletic directors’ 
meeting Wednesday to 
discuss the winter sports 
season and other related 
topics.

PIERS PARK 
LOOKS TO FUTURE

East Boston- In his 
masterpiece “The Great 
Gatsby,”  F. Scott Fitzger-
ald wrote “So we beat on, 
boats against the current, 
borne back ceaselessly 
into the past”. The last 
lines of the novel were 
a metaphor of a burning 
desire to row against the 
flow of a current --even 
when it seems pointless. 

In this era of COVID 
we can relate to the ending 
of Gatsby as many are try-
ing to row against a nega-
tive current even when it 
seems useless to do so. 

Some have had success 
while others have not, but 
nonprofits like Piers Park 
Sailing Center (PPSC) are 
weathering the storm and 
continue to row against 
the current--hopeful that 
the pandemic will be over 
and the world will return 
to normal soon. 

“We have been a strong 
community through highs 
and lows,” said PPSC Ex-
ecutive Director Alex De-
Fronzo reflecting on this 
past sailing season and 
looking forward to next 
year. “Masked up, our stu-
dents socialized, learned 
together, had fun together, 
and grew together.”

However, pulling off 
the program was a big 
challenge this year and it 
seemed the entire program 
was operating in those last 
lines of Gatsby. 

“We went from a 1:6 
staff to student ratio to 
1:2 and many of our usu-
al routines went out the 
window,” said DeFronzo. 
“Our staff did it all with 
grace because one thing 
you’ll find in every Piers 
Park Sailor is the ability to 
adapt and persevere.”

The Sailing Center had 
45 instructors on staff this 
summer with 26 teen in-
structor trainees.  

“We had 180 Harbor 
Explorers and 140 Sci-
ence of Sailing students 
this past summer as well,” 
said DeFronzo. “That’s a 
community of 391, where 
in a normal year we would 
have more than 2,000.”

Now into the cold sea-
son PPSC is getting ready 
to run an in-person learn-
ing pod for high need stu-
dents in partnership with 
Maverick Landing Com-
munity Services. This will 
allow students who are at 
home learning remotely 
to get the extra help they 
may need through the 
learning pod.

However, all this comes 
with a cost, and DeFron-
zo is hoping for addition-
al community support as 
the pandemic continues to 
rage in Boston. 

“Even though that’s less 
than 20 percent of the en-
rollment of a normal year, 
our youth program cost 
more to operate in 2020 
than it did in 2019,” said 
DeFronzo. “We plan to 
come back strong again in 
2021. An inclusive harbor 
isn’t going to happen by 
itself – we need your help. 
Please join in and support 
what we are doing at Piers 
Park with a charitable gift 
today. Your past support 
was essential in the re-
covery and strengthening 
of our programs over the 
last four years.  Building 
an inclusive community 
on and around the harbor 
is a team effort and we are 
asking for your help.”

Donations to the Sail-
ing Center can be made 
at https://piersparksailing.
org/donate. 

“The 2020 CARES Act 
allows you to deduct up to 
$300 in charitable contri-
butions even if you don’t 
itemize your taxes,” ex-
plained DeFronzo. “If you 
do itemize, the CARES 
Act also increases limits 
on charitable deductions.”

A generous matching 
gift made by the Piers 
Park Sailing Center Board 
of Directors and by Eliz-
abeth and David Basile 
means that the first $5,000 
raised through this cam-
paign will be doubled. 

STATE AID TO 
FIGHT COVID 19

East Boston  - Last 
week Senator Joseph 

Boncore and Representa-
tive Adrian Madaro joined 
their colleagues in the 
Massachusetts Legislature 
to pass the state’s $46.2 
billion Fiscal Year 2021 
(FY21) budget. 

Within the state bud-
get is direct aid to an East 
Boston agency that has 
been helping the commu-
nity during the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic by 
addressing food insecurity 
among residents. 

At a time of wide-
spread food insecurity in 
the neighborhood due to 
the COVID, Boncorea 
and Madaro announced 
$50,000 in funding for the 
East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen. The ear-
mark will allow the soup 
kitchen to continue their 
work providing essential 
food and nutritional aid to 
East Boston residents.

“Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
East Boston Community 
Soup Kitchen has been 
on the front lines serv-
ing those in need,” said 
Boncore. “The $50,000 
secured for the Soup 
Kitchen will allow them 
to continue these critical 
efforts and remain a wel-
coming, inclusive pres-
ence in our community.”

Boncore added that 
as the state continues to-
wards recovery from the 
COVID pandemic, the 
FY21 budget provides 
critical funding: includ-
ing relief for those most 
impacted by the public 
health crisis. 

“Despite the fiscal dif-
ficulties caused by the 
COVID-19 emergency, I 
am pleased that the legis-
lature has passed a budget 
which has avoided any 
major cuts and preserves 
funding for critical pro-
grams across Massachu-
setts, including those right 
here in East Boston,” said 
Madaro. “As many in 
East Boston continue to 
suffer from food insecu-
rity, funding for the East 
Boston Community Soup 
Kitchen ensures that it 
will be able to continue 
the necessary work pro-
viding food to local fam-
ilies.”

In addition to COVID 
support the state legisla-
ture approved funding to 
support students and fam-
ilies at East Boston High 
School. 

The budget calls for full 
funding for Mass Insight. 
This will allow Mass In-
sight to continue support-
ing Advanced Placement 
and STEM Programming 
at the High School. Last 
month, these programs 
earned East Boston High 
School the Josh Boger 
Innovative School of the 
Year Award from the Mas-
sachusetts Biotechnology 
Education Foundation. 

“In addition, students at 
East Boston High School 
affected by virtual learn-
ing will continue to be 
fully supported in their AP 
and STEM programming 
as a result of the Mass 
Insight earmark,” said 
Madaro. “I was proud to 
vote in favor of this bud-
get and I look forward to 
seeing it signed into law.”

The budget now goes 
to Governor Baker’s desk 
for his signature.

CAL’S NEWS 
CONTINUE 
WINNING STREAK

LYNN - The answer to 
the mystery of who won 
the $1 milllion prize in the 
Ultimate Millions Instant 
Ticket Game that was sold 
at Cal’s News is: Michael 
Chol Ater. 

Ater received his first of 
20 annual checks from the 
Mass State Lottery, opting 

PHOTOS COURTESY BOSTON MEDICAL CENTER

The BMC supply team walking the first shipment of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID19 vaccine 
to the pharmacy on Monday morning. The first deliveries of vaccine will be administered 
to front-line medical workers on Wednesday morning.

FIRST SHIPMENT
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By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 

SHERYL...MAKING IT HAPPEN...AGAIN!

~Sold~~Pending~
~Pending~
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Now You can be 
UPFRONT &CENTER

Four Options to Choose From
7,000 COPIES

2-COLOR
12,000 COPIES

2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

781-485-0588 ext. 103:Maureen   106:Peter   101:Deb   110:Kathy   125:Sioux
Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
on the Front Page

Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!


3-inch-by-3-inch Sticky Note
Req. 3-week advance placement

East Boston
T i m e s - F r e e  P r e s s

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • NonsectarianTransportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol                       
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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with their children’s re-
mote-learning experience 
during the pandemic.

CHINA ROMA 
OWNERS 
HONORED ON 
RETIREMENT

REVERE - The City 
Council took a trip down 
memory lane Monday 
night, honoring Paul and 
RoseAnne Musto and 
their family for 65 years 
of ownership of the China 
Roma Restaurant and on 
the occasion of their re-
tirement.

Ward 3 Councillor Ar-
thur Guinasso, a long-time 
customer and friend of the 
Musto family, reminisced 
about his many visits to 
the popular restaurant lo-
cated at Broadway.

“I go back to the days 
when Paul’s father, Larry, 
was owner and doing a 
great job – it was quite the 
‘in’ place in those days,” 
said Guinasso. “Upstairs 
we had Ronnie Mottola 
with his orchestra and we 
had all kinds of activities. 
It was just a wonderful 
spot to go.

“But more important-
ly, what am I going to 
do, RoseAnne, on a Sat-
urday night for my food 
order – you better stay in 
business because my fam-
ily depends on you,” said 
Guinasso. “It’s a part of 
my home and my lifestyle 
because your food is abso-
lutely excellent. We will 
miss you. You’ve carried 
on the Musto tradition 
and you did it with class. 
We all appreciate the hard 
work that you did and the 
great product that you put 
out.”

Ward 5 Richard Serino 
read the official Certifi-
cate of Appreciation that 
will be presented to Paul 
and RoseAnne Musto.

“Although this is bad 
that we’re losing the Chi-
nese restaurant, I’m happy 
that Paul and RoseAnne 
will be able to enjoy a 
well-deserved retire-
ment,” said Serino, add-
ing that a new Peruvian 
restaurant will be opening 
in that location on Broad-
way.

Councilor-at-Large An-
thony Zambuto said that 
a lot of people are “very 
sad” about the closing of 
the China Roma. “I want 
to congratulate the Mus-
to family on their retire-
ment,” said Zambuto. 
“This is truly a Revere 
institution that is closing.”

Councilor-at-Large Ste-
ven Morabito said when 
he was a child, his parents 
would take the entire fam-
ily to China Roma for hol-
iday celebrations.

“You guys would take 
good care of us,” recalled 
Morabito. “As an adult, I 
still walk down Suffolk 
Avenue and I grab my 10 
egg rolls that I get from 
you because you have the 
best egg rolls in town. I 
wish you nothing but suc-
cess.”

Paul Musto thanked the 
Council for the honor.

“We appreciate the hon-
or you’re bestowing upon 
us,” said Musto. “Antho-
ny [Zambuto], thank you. 
Ricky [Serino], you’re the 
best. Steven [Morabito], 
keep coming for the egg 
rolls, we’re still open.

“We appreciate all 
the customers that came 
here over the years and 
all our past employees,” 
continued Musto. “My 
granddaughters have been 
working with me recent-
ly and they’re doing a 
great job. Thank you very 
much.”

City Council Patrick 
Keefe told Musto that his 
great aunt worked at Chi-
na Roma for many years.

“You run a good busi-
ness over there and you’ve 

employed a lot of great 
people over the years – 
you should be proud of 
what you’ve done,” said 
Keefe.

A CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT SHOW

WINTHROP - Ten 
years ago, Jason Karge 
found himself immersed 
in a YouTube video that 
showcased a magical set-
ting, coordinated blink-
ing lights to the sound of 
Christmas music. It was 
a scene that stuck in his 
mind and he immediately 
added the light show to 
his bucket list, promising 
himself that he would one 
day put on his own show. 

In February 2020, 
Karge officially started 
on his light show journey. 
He began watching vid-
eos and gathering circuit 
boards and components, 
most of which had to be 
shipped from far away. He 
even took an online class 
from a professional light 
show builder, where he 
learned how to build the 
sequences, and match the 
music to the timing of the 
blinking lights. 

Fast forward to August 
2020, when Karge took 
six days off from his job 
as a finance controller, 
and spent ten, 12-hour 
days wiring and building 
the set of his dream light 
show. He made the neces-
sary boxes, the one main 
controller board and eight 
expansion boards. 

“It involves a lot of pro-
gramming. After I import 
the song tracks, I learn the 
timing and pick what col-
ors and direction the lights 
should blink, based on the 
rhythm of the song.” 

His light show dream 
became a reality, when he 
launched it for all to see on 
Black Friday. Every night 
until New Year’s Eve, the 
40-minute show runs from 
5:30pm until 9:00pm, at 
his home on 101 Sunny-
side Ave. When his wife, 
and a few other residents 
suggested that he turn the 
show into a fundraiser to 
help others, Karge instant-
ly knew that he wanted to 
focus on veterans at the 
local level and he made a 
GoFundMe page for the 
Winthrop Veterans Food 
Pantry. Viewers of the 
show, neighbors, and col-
leagues have stepped up 
to donate to the cause and 
he’s already raised $1500. 

The Veteran’s Food 
Pantry is near and dear to 
Karge’s heart because he 
is a veteran himself, hav-
ing served in the Army 
from 1998-2004. 

“I still live by the Army 
values and I believe that 
veterans have to help oth-
er veterans,” he said.

Originally from Hous-
ton, Texas, Karge, his wife 
and four children have 
been living in Winthrop 
for nine years. 

“Jason, like so many 
others, have really come 
forward to help the Veter-
an community this year,” 
said Rose Mazzuchelli, 
Winthrop Veteran Ser-
vices Officer. “We are 
truly blessed to have Ja-
son and his awesome light 
and music display to bring 
Holiday cheer and the 
magic of Christmas to all 
of us. About 75 Winthrop 
Veterans and families will 
receive these donations.” 

As far has his light 
show goes, Karge said 
that he is learning as he 
goes, but his favorite part 
about it is when he sees 
kids dancing on the side-
walks by the blinking can-
dy canes and to the sounds 
of the synchronized show. 
While viewers can tune in 
to 91.3 on their car radios 
to listen to the show from 
inside their vehicles, he 
likes to put the speakers 

out on Friday nights so 
people can get out of their 
cars and have a different 
experience. 

To donate to the Win-
throp Veterans Food 
Pantry, please go to Go-
FundMe and search 
for Sunnyside Light 
Show-Winthrop Food 
Bank.

https://www.gofundme.
com/f/sunnyside-light-
showwinthrop-vet-food-
bank

The daily show is at 
101 Sunnyside Ave, from 
5:30-9 p.m.

RESIDENTS 
GIVE INPUT ON 
PARKING

WINTHROP - On De-
cember 9, the Transpor-
tation Safety Advisory 
Committee (TSAC) held 
a special meeting that al-
lowed residents to share 
their input regarding the 
Point Shirley resident 
parking pilot that was 
executed July 10, 2020 
through September 7, 
2020. 

The purpose of the pi-
lot program was to stir up 
solutions regarding the 
excessive traffic on Point 
Shirley during the sum-
mer months. The program 
integrated public streets 
from the end of Yirrell 
Beach to Point Shirley and 
required all cars parked 
within that range, to dis-
play a Winthrop resident 
permit 24 hours a day. 
Visitor placards for homes 
within the pilot area were 
also required 24 hours a 
day. During the pilot, 230 
tickets were issued in the 
pilot area for resident per-
mit violations. This num-
ber includes written warn-
ings with no fine. During 
the same time period, 268 
resident parking tickets 
were issued in the rest of 
the town. 

The following streets 
were incorporated in the 
program: 

• Bay View Ave exclud-
ing the parking lot adja-
cent to Coughlin Park

• Elliot Street
• Grand View Ave
• Hale Ave
• Maryland Ave
• Otis Street
• Pebble Ave
• Shirley Street from 

Petrel Street to its south-
ern terminus

• Siren Street
• Tafts Ave
• Townsend Street
• Triton Ave
• Undine Ave
• Whittier Street
The public hearing re-

sulted in a variety of feed-
back, mostly from Point 
Shirley residents. Mary 
Mahoney, resident of 891 
Shirley Street, questioned 
why Yirrell Beach was 
taken out of the pilot. 

“The residents who live 
on Yirrell Beach lose their 
parking spots in the sum-
mer months, and it’s only 
fair that residents who pay 
taxes get a spot in front of 
their house.” 

TSAC committee mem-
ber, Mike Diluiso shared 
that the public safety 
committee decided that it 
wasn’t fair to restrict ac-
cess to a public beach.  

Mahoney also brought 
up the idea of charging a 
five dollar fee for out of 
towners, similar to how 
Nahant Beach manages 
their parking spaces in the 
summer months.  

Josephine Fatta, resi-
dent of Bayview Ave, had 
mixed feelings on the pi-
lot program. 

“On a number of occa-
sions I noticed that there 
were no tickets being is-
sued during beach days, 
which is why I felt the ef-
fect of a lot of people try-
ing to park on my street. 
I’d have to call the police 
department, and give out 

license plate numbers, 
makes and models of the 
vehicles belonging to peo-
ple who don’t live in town. 
I think the study went dif-
ferently, depending on 
what street you live on.” 

The dead-end streets 
closest to Deer Island 
were a concern for some 
residents. The biggest bur-
den being the high amount 
of vehicles driving down 
Maryland, Townsend, and 
Otis (all dead-end streets) 
and turning around in 
driveways. With kids 
playing on those streets, 
the excess traffic was a 
concern. 

The committee agreed 
that if the program is en-
acted, there will likely be 
more signage directing 
drivers and indicating the 
permit required areas. 
Because this was a pilot, 

the Town didn’t invest in 
permanent signage, and 
relied on the digital sign 
for communication. The 
committee also shared that 
they would have to estab-
lish protocols for residents 
hosting summer gather-
ings. Due to the timeframe 
of the pilot, in the midst of 
a pandemic, small gather-
ings were nearly non-ex-
istent, however; the com-
mittee is well aware that 
they will need to tackle 
the additional parking 
that will come along with 
summer barbeques. This is 
something that will be ad-
dressed in the future. 

Tyson Gregor, who 
lives on Brewster Avenue, 
suggested that the town 
partners up with Massa-
chusetts Water Resources 
Authority (MWRA) to 
open up more options that 

will increase the access at 
Deer Island. 

“I like seeing people at 
the beach and parks,” said 
Gregor. “I’d rather work 
on a different solution 
than restricting parking.”

Diluiso said that the 
committee is relying on 
the input from people who 
live in the affected area, 
and he will be gathering 
communication from res-
idents until December 23. 
When all information is 
analyzed, the committee 
will present their recom-
mendation to the Town 
Council. 

“If this was to become 
permanent/seasonal we 
want to present it to the 
council so they have time 
to do what they need to do, 
before the start of the sum-
mer season.”

Eastpointe, a skilled 
nursing and rehabilita-
tion center serving Chel-
sea and surrounding 
communities, today an-
nounced that its employ-
ees – who have performed 
heroic deeds in service 
to residents during the 
COVID-19 pandemic – 
have launched a canned 
food and winter coat drive 
to benefit those in need in 
the community, and have 
nearly filled up an activi-
ty room with the donated 
items.

The drive will conclude 

on Dec. 18, at which point 
the items will be distribut-
ed to local charities.  The 
public is welcome to leave 
donations at the door at 
Eastpointe, at 255 Central 
Avenue in Chelsea.

“These employees are 
dedicated, caring and 
selfless,” said Michele 
Figucia, Administrator 
at Eastpointe Rehabilita-
tion.  “Despite all of the 
hardships, the exhausting 
shifts and the challenges 
they faced, they were ea-
ger to find a new way to 
help our community.  This 

food and coat drive is their 
way to continue giving 
back – even though they 
have already done won-
ders for the residents in 
their care.”

Eastpointe is a 195-bed 
skilled nursing and reha-
bilitation center in Chel-
sea, Mass. operated by 
Pointe Group Care.  The 
center offers comprehen-
sive short-term rehabilita-
tion for patients transition-
ing home and long-term 
skilled care.  For more 
information, visit www.ad-
viniacare.com.

Chelsea Nursing Home staff give back 
to the community with food, coat drive
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LANDSCAPING ROOFING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory
2 col. x 1 inch

$120.00
For 3 Months

($10/wk)

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 
PLEASE CALL  781-485-0588 x110 OR EMAIL 

KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

ASPHALT/PAVING

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE

Millennium Real Estate
291 Ferry Street, 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
ABR®, AHWD, e-PRO®, GREEN, MRP®, PSA®, SFR®, SRES®, SRS®

Broker/Associate

(857) 272-4270
Gina.Soldano@era.com 

gsoldanorealtor.com
(857) 272-4270

Gina.Soldano@era.com
gsoldanorealtor.com

CONTRACTING

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

SONNY’S 
ROOFING

Residential & Commercial
• Rubber Roofing  
• Metal • Repairs
• Shingle Roofing

• Snow & Ice Removal
• Asphalt Repairs

• All Types of Repairs
• Licensed & Insured

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297
santinosroofing33@gmail.com
SonnysImmediateServices.com

PLUMBING

CALL

Baker announces $49 million in grants for over 1,000 small businesses

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2003-09

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chelsea 
I, LLC
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chelsea 
II, LLC
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chelsea 
III, LLC
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chel-
sea, IV, LLC
And
The City of Chelsea 
(“City”) owner only with 
respect to certain off-site 
public improvements
For request for mod-
ification to parking 
requirement previously 
approved by Special 
Permit for Planned Devel-
opment at the premises 
known as:
359 Beacham Street
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of the 
meeting and email ad-
dress in order to join the 
meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 

https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2021

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2020-20

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021  
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Arthur Carbone
For Special Permit 
and Variance for the 
conversion of an existing 
residential structure 
from a one (1) family 
to a two (2) family 
structure which does not 
meet current minimum 
zoning requirements 
for lot area, open space 
and number of off-street 
parking spaces at the 
premises known as:
33 Beacon Street
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of the 
meeting and email ad-
dress in order to join the 
meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-

es-2020
12/23/20, 12/30/20

C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2020-19

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Scott Coen
For Special Permit and 
Variance seeking approv-
al for the construction of 
a 2nd floor deck at the 
premises known as:
57 Broadway #2
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
meeting must communi-
cate with John DePriest 
at: jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2020

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C 

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING

Case No. 2020-21
Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Gonzalo Artigas, Trustee
Webster Street Realty 
Trust
For Special Permit for a 
driveway opening which 
does not meet current 
minimum zoning re-
quirements for front yard 
setback at the premises 
known as:
132 Webster Avenue
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
meeting must communi-
cate with John DePriest 
at: jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  A copy 
of the application and 
petition is available for 
review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2020

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE

By virtue of and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Jesus 
Barahona to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, acting solely as 
a nominee for Fremont 
Investment & Loan, 

dated August 25, 2005 
and recorded in Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 37927, Page 
74 (the “Mortgage”), 
as affected by a Loan 
Modification Agreement 
dated June 18, 2010, and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 46609, 
Page 92 of which mort-
gage HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2005-D, 
Mortgage-Backed Certif-
icates, Series 2005-D is 
the present holder by As-
signment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (MERS), 
as nominee for Fremont 
Investment & Loan, its 
successors and assigns 
to HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2005-D, 
Mortgage-Backed Cer-
tificates, Series 2005-D 
dated June 29, 2012 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 50193, 
Page 240, for breach 
of conditions of said 
mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing 
the same, the mortgaged 
premises located at 109 
Library Street, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 will be sold at 
a Public Auction at 2:00 
PM on January 8, 2021, 
at the mortgaged prem-
ises, more particularly 
described below, all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
The land in said Chelsea 
with the buildings there-
on now numbered 109 
Library Street, formerly 
called Matthews Street, 
being shown as lot B on 
plan drawn by Joseph R. 
Carr & Sons, C.E., dated 
March 10, 1910, recorded 
with Suffolk Deeds, Book 
3435, Page 141, bounded 
and described as follows:
NORTHEASTERLY by 
Library Street, fifty and 
33/100 (50.33) feet;

SOUTHEASTERLY by lot 48 
Matthews Street indicated 
on said plan sixty-seven 
and 5/10 (67.5) feet;
SOUTHWESTERLY by lot A 
fifty and 35/100 (50.35) 
feet;
NORTHWESTERLY by 
lot 44 Matthews Street 
indicated on said plan 
sixty-seven and 5/10 
(67.5) feet.
For mortgagor’s title see 
deed recorded with the 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 35480, 
Page 043.
The property will be sold 
subject to the redemp-
tion rights in favor of 
the Internal Revenue 
Service by virtue of the 
tax lien(s) recorded in 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 61778, 
Page 8.
The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all 
unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments 
and liens, and subject 
to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbranc-
es of record entitled to 
precedence over this 
mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restric-
tions, reservations and 
conditions of record and 
subject to all tenancies 
and/or rights of parties 
in possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Ca-
shier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be 
shown at the time and 
place of the sale in order 
to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) 
are exempt from this 
requirement); high 
bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale 
upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase 
price payable by certified 
check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of 
the sale at the offices of 
mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 

900 Chelmsford Street, 
Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 
01851 or such other time 
as may be designated by 
mortgagee.  The descrip-
tion for the premises 
contained in said mort-
gage shall control in the 
event of a typographical 
error in this publication.
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
HSBC Bank USA, National 
Association, as Trustee 
for Fremont Home Loan 
Trust 2005-D, Mort-
gage-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2005-D
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Barahona, Jesus, 15-
023450

12/17/20, 12/24/20, 
12/31/20

C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
ORDER FOR SERVICE
BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING
Docket No.
SU20W0310WD
Cecilia E. Martinez
vs.
Oscar A. Mendez
Canelas
Membreno Martinez
Upon motion of plain-
tiff(s) for an order di-
recting the defendant(s), 
to appear, plead, or 
answer, in accordance 
with Mass.R.Civ.P./
Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P. Rule 
4, it appearing to the 
court that this is an 
action for Custody/
Support/Parenting Time 
filed on February 24, 
2021.

Defendant(s)/Re-
spondent(s) cannot be 
found within the Com-
monwealth and defen-
dant(s)/respondent(s) 
present whereabouts 
are unknown. Personal 
service on defendant is 
therefore not practicable, 
and defendant(s)/
respondent(s) has/have 
not voluntarily appeared 
in this action.
It is Ordered that defen-
dant(s)/respondent(s) is 
directed to appear, plead, 
answer, or otherwise 
move with April 24,2021.
If you fail to do so this 
Court will proceed to a 
hearing and adjudication 
of this matter.
Date: 3/5/2020
Hon. Brian J. Dunn
Justice of Probate and 
Family Court

12/23/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Request for Proposals
Redevelopment Oppor-
tunity
For the Lease of Com-
monwealth-Owned Real 
Estate
City of Chelsea
The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, acting by 
and through its Division 
of Capital Asset Manage-
ment and Maintenance 
(DCAMM) on behalf 
of the Department of 
Veterans’ Services (DVS), 
pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 
7C s.36 and a vote of 
the Asset Management 
Board dated January 
14, 2020, in accordance 
with M.G.L. Ch. 7B, pres-
ents a redevelopment 
opportunity to lease a 
portion of the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea, with 
an address at 91 Crest 
Avenue in the City of 
Chelsea.  The project 
contemplates leasing up 

to 8.7 acres of land with 
the buildings thereon 
known as the Domiciliary 
Campus with frontage on 
Summit Avenue, Hillside 
Avenue, and Crest Ave-
nue, for a term of up to 
99 years for the phased 
development of Veterans 
preference housing 
and services. The Com-
monwealth is soliciting 
proposals from parties 
interested in redevelop-
ment of the Domiciliary 
Campus at the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea.  The 
terms and requirements 
of this opportunity to 
lease and redevelop the 
property are set forth in 
the Request for Proposals 
(RFP).  
To access a copy of 
the RFP, refer to the 
following website link: 
https://www.mass.
gov/service-details/
soldiers-home-in-chel-
sea-domiciliary-cam-
pus-redevelopment or 
email shcdomiciliary.
dcamm@mass.gov.
Complete instructions for 
the submission of propos-
als are set forth in the 
RFP.  The Commonwealth 
reserves the right to re-
ject any or all proposals 
it receives for any reason 
whatsoever. 
Deadline: Proposals 
must be received no 
later than 3:00 PM on 
March 5, 2021 at the 
Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Main-
tenance, One Ashburton 
Place, 15th Floor, Boston, 
Massachusetts and will 
be opened at DCAMM 
after 3:00 PM on March 
5, 2021. 
Carol W. Gladstone, 
Commissioner
Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Main-
tenance  
12/3/20, 12/10/20, 
12/17/20, 12/24/20
C

By Lauren Bennett

Governor Charlie Bak-
er announced on Monday 
that 1,158 small busi-
nesses will be receiving 
a total of $49 million in 
first-round grants as part 
of the COVID-19 Small 
Business Grant Program, 
operated by the Massa-
chusetts Growth Capital 
Corporation. 

Baker said that in Octo-
ber, he announced a  “$774 
million comprehensive 
economic recovery plan 
with a $50.8 million Small 
Business Grant Program 
to be administered by the 
Massachusetts Growth 
Capital Corporation.”

The state did not im-
mediately provide a list of 
those receiving grants in 
the first round.

These grants “prioritize 
businesses owned by un-
derrepresented entrepre-
neurs and those that were 
unable to access the fed-
eral protection program or 
other federal or state aid,” 
Baker said.

Additionally, “100 per-

cent of the recipients are 
minority-owned, women 
owned, veteran owned, 
LGBTQ owned, or owned 
by individuals with dis-
abilities,” Baker said. 

He said that overall, 
there were over 10,000 
applicants who requested 
more than $500 million 
in relief, so “the funds 
for the first round clearly 
didn’t cover the ground 
associated with those who 
applied.”

Baker also announced 
that the Massachusetts 
Growth Capital Corpo-
ration received “an ad-
ditional $17.5 million in 
small business relief for 
this year’s budget that we 
just signed,” and about $9 
million for small business 
technical assistance and 
grants. He also said that 
the Massachusetts Growth 
Capital Corporation will 
take another look at the 
“existing pool of appli-
cants” to award a second 
round of funding, and no 
new businesses can apply. 

Additionally, a $107.4 

million supplemental bud-
get bill was recently filed 
by the Baker-Polito ad-
ministration, calling for 
$49.4 million “to fully 
fund the economic recov-
ery and small business 
relief plan included in the 
Administration’s revised 
FY21 budget proposal and 
support the unique needs 
of small and minority- and 
women-owned business-
es across the Common-
wealth,” according to the 
state, and a bill current-
ly before the Legislature 
would add additional 
substantial investments 
in small businesses,” the 
state said.

Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito said that “our small 
businesses have had a 
challenging, tough, com-
plicated, and hard year, 
but through it all, they 
have demonstrated resil-
ience and patience.”

She said these grants 
will cover expenses relat-
ed to “payroll and benefit 
costs, mortgage interest, 
rent, and utilities.”

Polito said that of the 
recipients, 94 percent of 
the businesses are minori-
ty owned and 76 percent 
are women-owned, and 
“more than one third oper-
ate in gateway cities” that 
have been hit especially 
hard, both economically 
and by the pandemic.

“We’re so pleased to be 
able to notify more than 
1100 Massachusetts small 
businesses that they will 
be getting needed support 
to help them cover expens-
es, support their workers, 
keep their doors open, or, 
finally, help them reopen,” 
said Secretary of Housing 
and Economic Develop-
ment Mike Kennealy.

“As we’ve said before, 
those who are already at 
a disadvantage before the 
pandemic have suffered 
disproportionately as a 
result of this crisis,” he 
continued. “Accordingly, 
today’s awards are going 
to business owners that 
have faced higher barri-
ers to accessing help from 
previous programs.” 

He said that 262 of the 
grant recipients are per-
sonal care providers, 217 
are restaurants, and nearly 
100 are retailers. 

COVID-19 UPDATE
Baker said that as of 

Sunday, there were 4,162 
new cases of COVID-19 
in the state, 1919 people 
are in the hospital with the 
virus, and 287 are in the 
ICU.

He said that the “up-
tick in cases and hospital-
izations that started after 
Thanksgiving has slowed 
slightly, but not enough by 
any means.”

He said that another 
surge could follow the 
upcoming Christmas and 
New Year’s holidays if 
the guidelines are not fol-
lowed, and “…we’ll be in 
serious danger of over-
whelming our healthcare 
system,” he added.

He said that his admin-
istration is “currently re-
viewing additional steps 
that we can take to try to 
minimize the impact of 

all of this. We continue to 
need everyone to think re-
ally hard about the conse-
quences of the actions that 
they take throughout the 
rest of this holiday sea-
son.”

He said that “we sim-
ply can’t afford to have 
another spike” following 
the holidays “when we’re 
still dealing with the spike 
that came from Thanks-
giving,” and said that “it’s 
gratifying and a bit of a 
relief that Congress is cur-
rently in the process of fi-
nalizing a deal for another 
COVID relief package,” 
which is expected to in-
clude funding for things 
like more unemployment 
relief and more testing, 
tracing, and vaccination 
resources, Baker said.

“And while we’re cer-
tainly doing all we can to 
fight the virus and keep 
our economy humming, 
there’s no question that 
we’re absolutely in need 
of support from our col-
leagues in Washington,” 
Baker said.
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To place a  memoriam in the 
Chelsea Record, please call 

781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

ObITUArIES

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call for our 4 
week special! Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-1403

DEADLINES: For classified line ads, 
deadlines are Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588
 or fax the ad to 781-485-1403
______________
 

APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom 
Apt, Section 8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, front and back 
porch. Living rm & dining rm. $1800 
per month. No pets. No utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 15, 2021. Call 617-645-7724.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

ROOM

FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
_____________

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

PLEASE RECYCLE

Stephanie Evans Cormier
She rests well now finally safe in His arms 

Josephine Vitale
Former member of the Chelsea Senior 
Center and Salvation Army Volunteer

Please visit www.chelsearecord.com

Josephine A. (Fulco) 
Vitale, 94, of North An-
dover, formerly of Chel-
sea, died on December 13 
from complications due to 
Covid-19. 

Born in East Boston in 
the family home on Gove 
Street, Josephine spent her 
first 30 years living in the 
Jefferies Point section of 
East Boston until moving 
to Everett in 1955 and then 
to Chelsea, where she re-
sided from 1958 until, due 
to her health, she required 
supportive care found in a 
health care facility.

During her years in 
Chelsea, she was a devoted 
wife and mother and spent 
time outside of her house 
as a member and volunteer 
of the Chelsea Senior Cen-
ter as well as a volunteer 
at the Salvation Army on 
Chestnut Street.

The devoted wife of the 
late Robert Vitale, she was 
the beloved mother of 
RoseAnna V. McMackin 
and her husband, Paul of 
Wrentham and Roberta 
Vitale-Nolen and her hus-
band, Troy of Windham, 
NH; daughter of the late 
Cologero and Carmella 
(Lazzaro) Fulco; loving 
sister of Grace Navarro of 
Chelsea and the late Jen-
nie Fulco, Michael Fulco, 
Frank Fulco, Dominica 
Medige, Lena Stec, Charles 
Fulco and Salvatore Ful-
co; sister-in-law of Mar-
garet Fulco and cherished 

grandmother of Parker 
Glasier, Laura Masterson, 
Robert Glasier, Sr. and Paul 
Masterson. She is also lov-
ingly survived by her great 
grandchildren, Robert, 
Jr., Alec, Connor, Callum, 
W. Logan and Sophie, her 
step-grandchildren, Dan 
McMackin and Michelle 
as well as many nieces and 
nephews.

In light of the present 
Covid Pandemic, following 
cremation, a private grave-
side service will be held 
for her immediate family. 
Once Covid has subsid-
ed and it is permissible 
for all to gather, a Funeral 
Mass followed by a recep-
tion and celebration of 
her life will be announced. 
The family strongly sug-
gests that flowers be omit-
ted and memorial dona-
tions in Josephine’s name 
be made to the Chelsea 
Salvation Army, Chestnut 
Street, Chelsea, MA 02150. 
Those who wish may send 
a condolence to Josephine’s 
family at www.smithfuner-
alhomes.com.

The family of Steph-
anie Evans Cormier is 
deeply saddened to report 
her death on December 
16,  2020. She was 35 years 
old.  

Stephanie was the daugh-
ter of Richard “Richie” 
Cormier of Chelsea and 
Janet and Kenneth Farrell 
of Marshfield, loving sister 
of Colleen Cormier and 
her husband, Steve Troisi of 
Woburn, Ryan Farrell and 
his wife, Emilia of Man-
chester,   NH, and Lindsay 
Farrell of Marshfield. She 
was beloved granddaugh-
ter of Norah Trocki and 
the late Charles Trocki of 
Marshfield, the late Ray-
mond and Evelyn Evans of 
Chelsea, and the late Wal-
ter and Catherine Cormier 
of Chelsea.   Stephanie is 
cherished by many aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends.  
We, the family, ask that you 
keep us in your prayers, 
especially her parents who 
will need immeasurable 
strength in the coming 
days, months and years.

Due to the pandem-
ic, services will be limited at 
this time.  We are planning 
a full celebration of her life, 
hopefully around her birth-
day in July, and encourage 
all to attend then. A visita-
tion took place on Tuesday, 
December 22 and funeral 
and burial will be private.

We would like to re-
member her happiest days.   
She was a smart, fun, funny, 
lively child. A little mischie-
vous.  FEARLESS!!  Beauti-
ful with enviable blonde 
hair.   She loved playing 
cards and took the money 
of many street-wise men 
decades older than she was 
at her father’s kitchen table 
on Washington Avenue.  

A graduate of Marsh-
field High School, she was 
skilled at math and a pro-
lific writer, filling dozens 
of journals with her unique 
perspective and creative 
word play. Like so many 

New Englanders, she loved 
her Dunks and spent much 
time cajoling friends and 
family to take her on a 
Dunkin run!  We are left to 
wonder at what she could 
have accomplished given 
the chance.  

We never suspected that 
the bright towheaded lit-
tle girl with the sparkling 
smile would be robbed of 
all her potential at such a 
young age, but mental ill-
ness did just that. 

Serious mental illness 
and the accompanying ad-
dictions are terminal ill-
nesses, no less insidious 
than cancer. In her adult 
life, Stephanie suffered 
greatly, and there is not a 
single family member who 
did not do everything they 
could to save her.  But that 
is not our role. Saving her 
was not in our power. 

As Christians our faith 
tells us that there is only 
one Savior and we are com-
forted now that her mind 
is whole again and that she 
rests well now, finally safe 
in His arms.

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in 
Stephanie’s name to the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental 
Illness (“NAMI”),  donate.
nami.org.

With eternal thanks for 
your love and support, The 
Family of Stephanie E. 
Cormier.

To send a message of 
condolence to Stephanie’s 
family, please visit  www.
smithfuneralhomes.com.

Frances DeSantis
She will be truly missed by all who knew her

Frances (DePaolo) De-
Santis of Revere passed 
away surrounded by her 
loving family on December 
15 at the age of 89.  

Frances was a graduate of 
Revere High School, Class 
of 1949 and went on to 
graduate from Fisher Junior 
College. She was a home-
maker who took great pride 
in raising her three children 
and later on her grandchil-
dren. She enjoyed bowling, 
loved  to travel and will be 
truly missed by all who 
knew her. 

Born in Chelsea on April 
19, 1931 to the late Anthony 
and Lena (Belmonte), she 
was the devoted mother of 
Joseph DeSantis of Revere, 
Janice DeSantis and her 
longtime companion, Rob 
McPherson  of Chelsea and 
James DeSantis of Revere; 
cherished grandmother 
of Joseph DeSantis Jr. and 
his wife, Erin, John, Jenae 
and Rachael DeSantis and 
adored great grandmother 
of Lola Bartlett. She is also 
lovingly survived by many 

cousins.
Due to the current spike 

in COVID-19, the guide-
lines issued by the Com-
monwealth of Massachu-
setts and local officials, 
Funeral Services will be 
privately held for the im-
mediate family under the 
direction of Paul Buonfiglio 
& Sons - Bruno Funeral 
Home, 128 Revere Street, 
Revere, MA 02151.   Inter-
ment in Holy Cross Cem-
etery.   In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, 225 N. Michigan Ave., 
Fl. 17, Chicago, IL 60601 or 
at  alz.org.   For guestbook 
please visit www.buonfiglio.
com.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino and more than 50 
Massachusetts municipal 
leaders – including Bos-
ton Mayor Martin Walsh - 
are calling on State House 
leadership to provide im-
mediate relief for small 
businesses struggling 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The leaders are calling 
on State House leadership 
to provide immediate re-
lief for small business-
es struggling during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The coalition of 53 offi-
cials representing cities 
and towns throughout 
Massachusetts signed a 
letter urging the Legisla-
ture to help small busi-
nesses bridge the gap 
toward an equitable re-
covery. The call comes 
after several communi-
ties, including the City 
of Chelsea, temporarily 
returned to earlier stages 
of the Commonwealth’s 
reopening plan this week, 
amid rising COVID cases 
and worsening hospital 
capacity.

Ambrosino said any 
further restrictions for 
COVID have to be ac-
companied with relief for 
businesses, and said there 
is strength in numbers on 
that request.

“I think most City lead-
ers agree that if we are 
seeking further restric-
tions to combat COVID, 
that must be accompa-
nied by more economic 
relief for these businesses 
that we are requiring to 
scale back operations,” 
he said. “We think the 
two must be done togeth-
er, and we are hoping 
the Legislature will expe-
dite the economic relief 
portion.”

Added Boston May-
or Walsh, “Boston along 
with other cities and 
towns across the state 
continue to find new and 
creative ways to support 
our small businesses, 
which have faced un-
precedented challenges 
this year, but we need our 
state and federal partners 
to leverage all the tools 
at their disposal to fur-
ther our local efforts. As 
municipal leaders, we’re 
united in our message to 
the state: please pass the 
economic development 
bond bill now and provide 
relief to small business, 
restaurants, and their em-
ployees at this critically 
urgent time.”

The Massachusetts 
House and Senate cur-
rently have several eco-
nomic relief options 
under consideration: an 
economic development 
bond bill which includes 
funding for small busi-
ness grants and loans, and 
a supplemental budget 
filed by Gov. Baker which 
requests an additional $49 
million in small business 
support.

Municipal leaders are 
calling on the Legislature 
to pass these measures, 
and to also consider other 
creative funding mecha-
nisms that would support 
small businesses, em-
ployees and restaurants. 
Of the 16,000 restaurants 
in Massachusetts, 3,400 
never re-opened after 
mandatory closures in the 
spring, and more of them 
close every day as the 
pandemic wears on.

Small business relief 
funding and programs 
provided by the state, un-
like those that might come 
in a federal stimulus pack-
age, could be deployed 
immediately.

“Small businesses and 
their employees are fac-
ing extreme financial dis-
tress, especially restau-
rants, which are facing a 
mass extinction, and there 
is every reason to believe 
this will get worse over 
the winter,” said Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council Executive Direc-
tor Marc Draisen. “Ad-
ditional resources from 
both the federal and state 
government are urgently 
needed.”

The City of Chelsea has 
been proactive in helping 
business with their own 
City money. Over the 
summer, Ambrosino and 
the City Council put to-
gether a program to help 
small businesses, includ-
ing the Restaurant Relief 
Fund and the Small Busi-
ness Relief Fund. That 
has been supplemented 
by two rounds of Rental 
Relief Assistance, many 
months of City-sponsored 
food pantries, and the new 
Chelsea Eats food deb-
it card. All of those have 
been paid for by the City’s 
local and federal dollars. 
Now, they are looking for 
the state to kick in more 
relief for the business 
community in Chelsea 
and beyond.

Seth Daniel contribut-
ed to this story.

Ambrosino, 50-plus leaders ask 
State House for small biz relief
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Merry Chirstmas &
Holiday Spirits from Home!

Buster and Santa Autumn Loki and Delilah

Sookie Henry Ralphie 

Almas family

Connor

Eva and Bruno

Rosie Camille

Gianluca and Bianca

Christmas 2019 
the way it should be

Mandy and Miranda

Santa John and Elf Jerry

Steele and Shay


