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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Due to 
The Holidays 
trash will be 

delayed 
by one day.

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

The office will be closed Thursday Dec. 31 
and Friday, Jan. 1, 2021

Wishing you & your families 
a safe and healthy New Year

To submit ads: deb@reverejournal.com
To submit copy: dave@reverejournal.com

See VACCINE Page 2

PHOTOS BY DARLENE DEVITA

Volunteer Tom put his gift-wrapping skills together on 
Dec. 23 to wrap gifts and get them ready to distribute as 
part of La Collaborativa and the Vega Family’s Christmas 
toy drive and distribution. Hundreds of toys were distrib-
uted as part of the effort, alongside a special distribution 
of holiday groceries. See Page 3 for more photos.

PHOTO BY DARLENE DEVITA

Volunteer Edith Sabala helped organize toys and gifts for families at the Chelsea Salvation 
Army Center on Chestnut Street last Tuesday, Dec. 22. The Center had a huge toy drive this 
year and was able to help 2,600 children and families have a merrier Christmas. See page 
10 for more photos

By Seth Daniel

The City Council ap-
proved a $600,000 grant 
on Dec. 21 at its last reg-
ular meeting of the year 
that will help establish a 
regional North Suffolk 
Resilience and Sustain-
ability Office at Chelsea 
City Hall.

The program provides 
$600,000 to the City over 
three years, and would 
be in collaboration with 
Winthrop and Revere – 
overseeing environmental 
sustainability, climate re-
siliency and energy poli-
cy within the three com-
munities.

The Council voted 8-0 
to approve the grant, and 
to also commit to fund-
ing the office beyond the 
three-year grant.

“I hope to hire the first 
two employees for the 
office in the spring,” said 

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino. “That will be in 
conjunction with Revere 
and Winthrop, but the 
office will be in Chelsea 
City Hall.”

The office will be gov-
erned by a board made 
up of members from all 
three communities and it 
will be funded fully by 
the grant in the first three 
years.

An extensive presenta-
tion on the new collabo-
ration was given by Am-
brosino to the Council in 
November.

•STREET LIGHT UP-
GRADES

It was some years ago 
that Councillor Giovanni 
Recupero asked that the 
streetlights be turned up 
to the brightest setting, 
as he believed they were 
too dim. As it turned out, 

By Seth Daniel

The historic renovation 
program for the Garden 
Cemetery in Chelsea con-
tinues on this winter with 
restoration crews now 
working on restoring and 
setting the old tombstones 
in the cemetery – a key 
part of Phase 3.

The Garden Cemetery 
is an historic property, de-
signed by Frederick Law 
Olmstead, but has fallen 
on tough times over the 
last decade or more. About 
one year ago, the City’s 
Planning Department un-
veiled a multi-phase proj-
ect to fully restore the 
cemetery, and now Phase 
3 is underway. The current 
phase includes restoring 
some of the older stones, 
and also building a retain-
ing wall.

“We’re planning to ful-
ly fund this and we have 
at least three more years 
of work there to do,” said 
City Manager Tom Am-
brosino.

The project has been headed up by Planner Karl 
Allen.

Recently, preservation-
ists restored the stone of 
Capt. Olsen, who was lost 
at sea in 1862.

Meanwhile, the hard 
work in this part of the 
project is finding all of the 
broken pieces for many 
of the stones, and then 
getting them re-assem-
bled. Most are broken, 
and many of the pieces are 

scattered about the ceme-
tery. The contractor uses a 
previously completed in-
ventory of the monuments 
and grave markers to lo-
cate, sort, and assess each 
one, before beginning the 
careful restoration of each 
feature. 

Right now, the contrac-
tor is seeking to continue 
monument restoration 
throughout the winter. 

By Seth Daniel

The City is busy push-
ing out $1 million in small 
business grants to restau-
rants and small businesses 
in Chelsea this week, just 
as the federal government 
has approved much-need-
ed funding for the state’s 
$668 million small busi-
ness assistance program 
as well.

The City began work-
ing on the Small Business 
Assistance Program last 
summer at the behest of 
Councillor Todd Taylor, 

and a Committee was 
immediately formed and 
led by Councillor Judith 
Garcia to identify funds 
and priorities for the pro-
gram. City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino and the City 
Planning Department car-
ried out the application 
process last month, and 
is now busy getting the 
money into the hands of 
COVID-19 affected busi-
nesses – both restaurants 
and general retail busi-
nesses.

Councillor, 
City Manager 
say they will 
take vaccine, 
encourage 
residents also

By Seth Daniel

Councillor Leo Robin-
son and Council President 
Roy Avellaneda said they 
would take the COVID-19 
vaccine when it becomes 
available, and they are en-
couraging others in Chel-
sea to do the same so the 
community is protected.

On Monday, City Man-
ager Tom Ambrosino said 
he would also take the 
vaccine and encouraged 
residents to do so as well.

At the Dec. 21 Coun-
cil meeting, Robinson 
announced that he would 
be taking the vaccine and 
encouraged residents to 
educate themselves and, 
hopefully, take it as well. 
That came amidst some 
skepticism announced by 
Councillor Damali Vidot 
the two weeks ago where 
she said she needed much 
more information before 
she took it, and that she re-
mains skeptical.

“I am going to take the 
shot,” said Robinson. “I 
understand the history of 
vaccinations and the med-
ical profession with Af-
rican Americans, but one 
of the lead scientists on 
this vaccine is an African 
American woman. I trust 
the vaccine and I will get 
it when it becomes avail-
able to me. I am also en-
couraging every Chelsea 
resident to get it as well. 
It is important we all get 
vaccinated so this program 
works correctly.”

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino said he will get 
the vaccine and encourag-
es others to do so as well. 
However, he said to erase 
some of the skepticism, 
there needed to be more 
leaders in the communi-
ties of color to reassure 
folks the vaccine is safe 
and necessary.

Council, City Hall make 
final efforts for 2020

TOY DRIVE

Small business program getting off 
the ground with $1 million in award

HELPING THE NEEDY

Garden Cemetery renovations 
continue progress to Phase 3

Above and below, several of the older, historic monuments 
and headstones in the Garden Cemetery are now being 
restored as part of Phase 3 in the restoration project. The 
project still has at least three years of work to do, but the 
project is expected to be fully funded next year.

See CITY HALL Page 2

See BUSINESS Page 2
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THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

City Hall / Continued from page 1

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Nemtsev, Maksim         Garofoli-Hutcheson, 8 Breakwater Dr #8           $580,000
Jarvis, Olivia           Cronin, Cathleen A     112 Clark Ave                  $650,000
 Kirylo, Gregory Schneider, Stanford G 46 Medford St #2               $290,000
Clermont, Stephen J    Marinova, Angelina 71 Prescott Ave #71          $375,000
Kadiku, Moshood C Calinisan, Jan A    262 Revere Beach Pkwy   $842,000
Rush, Jessica Gonzales, Lisa M 70 Warren Ave #G3 $239,000
Aksu, Erdem Gauthier, Ann M    36 Winthrop Rd #36 $390,000
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By Seth Daniel

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission’s In-
vestigation and Enforce-
ment Bureau (IEB) issued 
a Notice of Non-Com-
pliance to Encore Boston 
Harbor for overserving 
patrons alcohol on three 
different occasions in Au-
gust and September.

It was the first Notice 
of Non-Compliance for 
Encore on the improp-
er service of alcohol, 
but the second Notice to 
the license-holder since 
September. The casino 
received a different No-
tice of Non-Compliance 
for not properly putting 
a stop to a large party in 
their hotel that violated 
COVID-19 guidelines last 
September. The Notice of 
Non-Compliance is like 
a first-warning and paves 
the way to a fine if the sit-
uation is repeated. It also 
goes on the permanent re-
cord of the licensee and is 
seen as a warning sign by 
the MGC and the manage-
ment of the casino.

The Notice was issued 
on Dec. 4 and came after 
an investigation of over-
serving patrons alcohol on 
Aug. 2, Aug. 29 and Sept. 
4. The MGC discussed the 
matter in depth at its Dec. 
17 meeting.

“Today marks a seri-
ous note for Encore,” said 
Chair Judd-Stein. “This 
is a serious notice for our 
licensees that goes on as 
part of their record. I have 
confidence in the folks at 
Encore they will take this 
as seriously as our team 
took it.”

Said MGC Executive 
Director Karen Wells, 
“This issue takes on an ad-
ditional dimensions in the 
pandemic because public 
health protocols and pa-
trons’ ability to adhere to 
masks and hygiene prac-
tices – intoxication can 
get in the way of that. It 
impacts people like secu-
rity and the Gaming En-
forcement Unit when at 
a greater risk when they 
have to interact with these 
patrons.”

Encore’s Jacqui Krum 
said the moment is a learn-
ing experience and they 
have worked with the IEB 
for the past several months 
to put in new protocols to 
prevent overserving.

“With any incident you 
learn and grow and that’s 
what happened here,” she 
said. “We need to increase 
communication between 
our gaming department 
and our customer service 

department.”
In all three incidents, 

the IEB said it should have 
been rather obvious that 
the patron not be served.

In the Aug. 29 incident, 
which was the most seri-
ous, a person sitting at the 
slot machines was clearly 
intoxicated and shouldn’t 
have been served again. 
However, the person was 
served around 3:09 a.m. 
After that, he fell from his 
seat and hit his head. The 
man was treated at the 
First Aid Station for the 
injury to his head.

In the incidents on Aug. 
2 and Sept. 4, the casino 
staff violated the drink 
limit on the gaming floor 
– which is no more than 
three drinks in one hour. 
In the first incident, the 
patron was served four 
drinks in an hour, and the 
second one the patron was 
served five drinks in an 
hour. Both incidents re-
sulted in violent alterca-
tions with security.

On Sept. 4, the over-
served patron began con-
fronting other patrons and 
starting fights – plus he re-
fused to wear a mask. He 
was eventually arrested 
for Disorderly Conduct by 
the State Police.

Encore has already 
re-trained servers on the 
TIPS program, and have 
disciplined employees 
that overserved. They 
have also created a white 
board system to keep bet-
ter track of drink service to 
patrons, and hope to take 
that system to an electron-
ic platform so servers can 
communicate easier on the 
floor.

•MYSTIQUE SHUTS 
DOWN

The Mystique Restau-
rant in Encore shut down 
until January voluntari-
ly after an event in the 
restaurant on Dec. 6 got a 
little too close for comfort 
in regards to COVID-19 
protocols.

The restaurant had an 
approved Industry Night 
event there for people in 
the hospitality business, 
and there was also a Patri-
ots football game – both of 
which drew larger crowds 
that expected. However, 
the restaurant did not in 
any way violate occupan-
cy limits.

Instead, as the night 
wore on, some in the 
event began to mingle 
at other tables, not wear 
masks and carry drinks 
around the area. Those 
things are all prohibited 
by the protocols. When 
things appeared to be out 

of control, the restaurant 
management decided to 
suddenly close down the 
site at 8:30 p.m., with ev-
eryone out by 9:10 p.m. 

“Management closed 
down the restaurant that 
night and they don’t ex-
pect to re-open until 
2021,” said Loretta Lillios 
of the IEB. “That deci-
sion really makes moot 
any disciplinary action…
It was a responsible move 
they took at this difficult 
time. It cannot be tolerat-
ed.”

Commissioners asked 
that the restaurant appear 
before the IEB or the 
MGC before re-opening in 
2021 to discuss the layout 
of the facility in regards 
to COVID guidelines in 
place at that time.

“It’s disappointing the 
behavior of the patrons 
has led to the restaurant 
shutting down until 2021 
and affected the livelihood 
of those working there,” 
said Judd-Stein.

•COVID CASES 
FROM OUTSIDE

The MGC took a report 
on the numbers of cases in 
all three casinos amongst 
employees since the June 
23 re-opening statewide.

So far, there have 
been 80 positive cases of 
COVID reported from 
employees at all three 
gaming locations, and 
there was no breakdown 
of how many came from 
Encore. 

Investigators said most 
of the cases were traced 
and all seemed to have 
come from the home en-
vironment – particular-
ly traced to a household 
member that was positive.

“We have seen no con-
cerning trends in cases at 
onsite areas of the casi-
nos,” said Lillios.

•LAST DAY FOR 
STEBBINS

Commissioner Bruce 
Stebbins announced his 
last meeting at the MGC, 
after having been one of 
the first commissioners 
chosen for the fledgling 
agency many years ago. 
Stebbins, who is from 
western Massachusetts, 
was a key vote in choos-
ing Encore over Suffolk 
Downs back in the 2015 
licensing decision. Now, 
only Commissioners Gay-
le Cameron and Enrique 
Zuniga are left from that 
vote. Stebbins is moving 
to work at the Cannabis 
Control Commission – 
another fledgling state 
agency now getting off the 
ground.

he was right, but even the 
brightest setting wasn’t 
enough to illuminate the 
City’s neighborhoods 
properly.

City Manager Tom Am-
brosino told the Council 
on Dec. 21 that street-
lights on Library, Belling-
ham, Highland, Cottage 
and others were turned 
up to the brightest setting 
shortly after he arrived.

However, even the 
brightest setting on the 
old lamps wasn’t bright 
enough to fully illuminate 
the streets. So, in 2018, he 
said they began a program 
to replace the old lamps 
with new, better-quality 
street lamps. They invest-
ed $50,000 in 2018, and 
$180,000 in 2019, and 
they are still working on a 
$400,000 investment vot-
ed in by the Council this 
year.

Ambrosino said they 
should be done with the 
program by spring 2021, 
and there is still room for 
councillors to request the 
brighter lighting.

•WELCOME TO…
City Manager Ambrosi-

no reported that they are 
in the process of moving 
forward on a Welcome to 
Chelsea sign for near the 
McArdle Bridge at the in-
tersection of Pearl Street 
and Marginal. Councillor 
Giovanni Recupero had 
requested earlier this fall 
that the location get a sign 
like other entry-points to 
the city, and many agreed 
with the request.

Ambrosino said he 
also agreed, and they had 

a plan for that corner, 
but it had been delayed. 
Eastern Minerals was go-
ing to include the sign 
on their property when 
they renovated that cor-
ner, but unfortunately the 
renovations were delayed 
– and with them the sign. 
Now, Ambrosino said he’s 
working to get a sign on 
that corner even without 
the improvements from 
Eastern.

•CENTRAL AVE 
PROJECT

The City Council took 
the first step in transfer-
ring surplus funds from an 
old project on Admiral’s 
Hill to close the gap in 
funding for design of the 
infrastructure at the Innes 
Apartments Re-Develop-
ment project. Ambrosino 
identified $126,000 in sur-
plus funds from a pump 
station project that was 
undertaken in 2014 on 
Admiral’s Hill, and pro-
posed to the Council it be 
used to fund the remaining 
portion of infrastructure 
upgrades at Innes.

The massive Chelsea 
Housing Authority pub-
lic-private mixed income 
development is in the pro-
cess of final design, and 
the City is responsible for 
designing street and util-
ity improvements there. 
The surplus monies would 
close a gap in the funding 
and set that project mov-
ing forward.

•MUNICIPAL HAR-
BOR PLAN

The City has submitted 
its Municipal Harbor Plan 
to the state for depart-

mental review and for an 
upcoming public hearing 
process in the new year.

The Secretary of Envi-
ronmental Affairs for the 
state is expected to set a 
public hearing, followed 
by a comment period on 
the Plan. He is expected 
to render a decision on the 
plan within six month.

The Municipal Harbor 
Plan has been ongoing 
since 2018, and will help 
the City get more use out 
of its waterfront, Am-
brosino said. He said that 
zoning changes to the area 
will allow more uses of 
the waterfront and devel-
opment in the areas that 
are not part of the Desig-
nated Port Area (DPA). 
Meanwhile, he said with a 
Harbor Plan, there is more 
flexibility for the City to 
do things in the DPA that 
it cannot do without a Plan 
– such as open spaces or a 
HarborWalk.

•CONDOLENCES TO 
COUNCILLOR RECU-
PERO

Members of the Council 
paused on Dec. 21 to offer 
condolences to Councillor 
Recupero, who was ab-
sent due to the sudden and 
tragic loss of his daughter, 
Liz (Recupero) Giron – of 
Revere.

She passed unexpect-
edly on Dec. 19, and left 
three children. All coun-
cillors wished him their 
deepest condolences and 
encouraged others to send 
him cards and well-wish-
es.

Encore receives second Notice 
of Non-Compliance from MGC

“It’s in the process 
now,” said Ambrosino. 
“We have the money and 
we are getting it paid out 
as quickly as we can. I 
think it went relatively 
smooth. We ended up giv-
ing out $1 million in local 
assistance.”

The program saw 
$400,000 go to about 30 
applicants for the Restau-
rant Relief Program, 
with an average grant of 
$14,000. The small busi-
ness program had a little 
over 50 applicants and a 
total of $600,000 to dis-
tribute, with the average 
grant around $11,600.

Meanwhile, with the 
federal government wrap-
ping up another CARES 
Act package, Ambrosino 
said that means more help 

is on the way for the City’s 
businesses. Last week, 
Gov. Charlie Baker pro-
posed $668 million state-
wide in small business re-
lief. Now, Ambrosino said 
the federal package makes 
that money real.

“I think what that feder-
al approval means is that 
most of the money the 
governor proposed in his 
$668 million relief pack-
age now becomes real,” 
he said. “He was relying 
on passage of that bill. 
That will be very helpful 
and that’s a lot of money.

Ambrosino said they 
are working with the 
Chelsea Business Foun-
dation on Broadway to 
access the money and help 
businesses locally with 
the application process.

He said the applications 
would likely be out this 
week for businesses.

The federal and state 
money is over and above 
the $1 million local effort, 
and businesses are able to 
access both funds.

Ambrosino said he 
hopes that Chelsea busi-
nesses are given priority 
in the state program, but 
he hasn’t heard that will 
happen.

“That would be nice, 
but I don’t think that’s 
likely to happen,” he said. 
“I think all businesses like 
those in Chelsea will get a 
high priority. I know ev-
erything the governor is 
doing is through an equity 
lens right now and I hope 
that’s the case for this pro-
gram as well.”

Business / Continued from page 1

“I am absolutely going 
to take it as soon as it’s 
available to me and I am 
encouraging Chelsea resi-
dents to it given the sever-
ity with which the virus 
has been in Chelsea,” he 
said. “We need trusted pil-
lars of the community to 
take it and I don’t neces-
sarily think I fall into that 
category. We need people 
of color to take it, Lati-
no and Latina members 
of the community to take 

it and others as well. We 
need to reverse the skepti-
cism some residents have 
about the vaccine and that 
it is in their best interests.”

Ambrosino said his 
brother is a nurse at 
Brigham & Women’s 
Hospital and he has al-
ready received the vaccine 
and had no issues with it. 

“Everything I have read 
and heard is this vaccine is 
safe and given the severi-
ty of the virus in Chelsea, 

Councillor Leo Robinson 
said at the Dec. 21 meeting 
he would be taking the 
COVID-19 vaccine despite 
the historical skepticism 
in the African American 
community of such medical 
advances. He also encour-
aged all Chelsea residents to 
be vaccinated.

Vaccine / Continued from page 1

we need large numbers of 
people to get vaccinated 
to help the effort,” he said.

As part of Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s priority vaccina-
tion plan, Chelsea would 
be a community that 
would get consideration 
with respect to distribu-
tion of vaccine. Under the 
plan, communities like 
Chelsea that have been 
disproportionately im-
pacted would get 20 per-
cent more vaccine than 
allowed by population 
formulas.
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Gifts of toys ready to go to boys, ages 6-8.

LA COLLABORATIVA GETS CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO CHILDREN

Alejandro, a long-time volunteer, helps organize donations from Harvard Pilgrim. The 
health care company donated lots of food and sent volunteers for the effort on Dec. 23.

Volunteer Anna pauses 
from gift wrapping for a 
photo.

Volunteers, including Dinanyili Paulino, take a break for some fun.

A volunteer at the food pantry on Sixth Street wraps gifts last week.

Norieliz DeJesus wraps one of the gifts for the toy drive last week.

Photos by Darlene DeVita

In the absence of the 
Three Kings celebration 
at La Collaborativa this 
year, a new effort was 
coordinated by Melin-
da Vega-Maldonado and 
Kelly Garcia – as well as 
other family members – 
to make sure every child 
in Chelsea had a gift for 
Christmas. Donations 
were taken for several 
weeks, then coordinated 
a wrapped last week. The 
distribution came along-
side a special distribution 
of groceries from La Col-
laborativa last week.

Volunteer Patty Ebanks prepares another gift for wrapping at the Dec. 23 event.

Yessenia Alfaro plays the 
role of Santa during the gift 
wrapping session.

Fight the Flu
The flu vaccine is vitally 

important this year!
Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings 
are clean and safe. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401. 
For children 18 and younger 
and their families, call: 
617-568-4477.

www.ebnhc.org/flushot

City of Chelsea Income Restricted Rental Opportunity 
Eleanor Lofts 

25 Eleanor Street, Chelsea, MA 02150 
www.25EleanorLottery.com 

3 Income Restricted Apartments Available 

Maximum Income per Household Size 

* 2020 Area Median Incomes for the Boston, Cambridge, Quincy, MA-NH MSA.  Income limits 
are subject to change based release of 2021 limits. 

Households may request an application be sent by email or mail from December 21, 2020 through 
February 20, 2021 

through the following methods: 
Visit:  www.25EleanorLottery.com  

Call: 781-992-5307 – MA Relay 711 

Information Session: 
After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, it has decided to cancel the in-person application 
distribution period and the information meetings. To replace the informational meetings, we have created 

a presentation that includes information about the property, the application process, preferences, the 
lottery, and what happens after the lottery. For a copy of the presentation, please visit: 

www.25EleanorLottery.com 

Deadline for completed applications by mail only: 
Postmarked no later than February 20, 2021 

Maloney Properties, Inc. 
Attention: 25 Eleanor Street Lottery 
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley MA 02481 

Selection by Lottery. Use & Occupancy Restrictions apply. Preference for households with at least one 
person per bedroom.  

For more info or to make a request for reasonable accommodations, please contact Maloney Properties, 
Inc.  

Phone: 781-992-5307 - MA Relay 711 or  
Email: 25Eleanor@MaloneyProperties.com  

# of Units Unit Size Rent

2 Studio $1,567

1 2 Bedroom $1,982

Household 
Size

80% AMI Low 
Income

1 $67,400

2 $77,000

3 $86,650

4 $92,250

5 $103,950

      Equal Housing Opportunity  
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Guest Op-ed

Decisions for 2021
By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

2021 is here, and will it 
be just another year? If it’s 
just another year then that 
won’t be bad at all because 
too many will not have an-
other year. The opportu-
nity and privilege to have 
another year is the gift of 
life. Being alive and living 
your life is about as good 
as it gets. Aim for being 
alive this time next year. 

Make some decisions 
about 2021. Where do you 
want to be this time in 12 
months? Would you like 
to be ten pounds heavier? 
Maybe you would like to 
be ten or twenty pounds 
lighter? If you cut back 
on your portions and get 
off the couch you can lose 
a pound a week on aver-
age. This is daunting but 
just think about where you 
can be the first of March 
if you start today? Don’t 
start tomorrow. Start right 
now. Today. This minute. 
Throw all that junk cake 
and pie in the trash. This is 
a tough decision because 

we hate to say goodbye to 
all those holiday cookies 
and candies. Your body 
will thank you and you 
will feel so much better 
very soon.

Decide about financial 
habits. Millions of Amer-
icans carry credit card 
debt. Minimum payments 
on $3,000 of credit card 
debt is like swimming up 
river. If you have missed a 
few payments your cred-
it card company may be 
anxious to hear from you. 
Ask them if they will con-
sider a settlement payoff. 
A friend of mine owed 
$5,000 and his credit card 
company settled for a 
$2800 payoff. Your com-
pany might or might not 
but it never hurts to nego-
tiate. You might be able to 
sell some things in order 
to erase that back breaking 
high interest debt. 

Make some money in 
2021 - if you want to. Most 
Americans need to make 
money in 2021. Work on 
job applications. Peruse 
the newspaper. Search on-

line. Consider places you 
have heard about and call 
them, go see them. Knock 
on doors of opportunity. 
You get nowhere if you do 
not try. You might com-
plete 20 or 30 applications 
to get one job interview. 
Complete the application 
thoroughly. Give them a 
reason to consider you. 
Put together a good bi-
ographical sketch, resume. 
Have a friend or two to re-
view and edit because two 
heads are better than one. 
Have some good trust-
ed references. Wherever 
you work do a good job 
because you want them 
to say a good word about 
you. A good word may 
seal the deal on your next 
job opportunity. 

Jobs sometimes are 
scarce. Consider your 
personal knowledge and 
abilities and what might 
you do to make a dollar or 
two? What do you know 
that others need to know? 
What can you offer that 
others need or might want? 
Can you make something? 

Can you fix things? How 
can you help others?  Cre-
ating your own life and 
business might be the fi-
nancial and mental sanity 
answer for you. If you cre-
ate your own work and are 
good at what you do, you 
will not run out of some-
thing to do. 

Our decisions determine 
our destiny. Whatever de-
cision we make we have to 
put into action. Faith with-
out works is dead. May 
your life be good, healthy 
and filled with wonderful 
love, family and friends in 
2021. Let’s work together 
for a good year.

Glenn Mollette is the 
publisher of Newburgh 
Press, Liberty Torch and 
various other publishing 
imprints; a national col-
umnist –  American Issues 
and Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories and 
features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, 
websites and blogs across 
the United States.

HAVE A HAPPY -- AND SAFE 
-- NEW YEAR

The arrival of a new year marks a time for reflection, 
as to both the year that has passed and the year that lies 
ahead.

In the words of the poet Alfred Lord Tennyson:

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
   Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
   The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

To put it another way, we might ask ourselves, 
“Where have we been -- and where are we going?”

The latter question asks us to foresee the future, 
which by definition is an impossible task. Though we 
may make our best guess to predict what may lie ahead 
-- and to plan accordingly -- none of us has a crystal 
ball. The vicissitudes of life more often than not throw 
us curve balls that lay to waste even the best-laid of our 
plans for the year to come. 

Who among us imagined on December 31, 2019, that 
2020 would bring a world-wide pandemic that already 
has killed more than 330,000 of our fellow Americans, 
devastated our economy, and directly impacted the lives 
of each and every one of us? 

As bad as 2020 has been, we dread to contemplate 
what 2021 might have in store for us. There is no cer-
tainty that 2021 will be any better.

However, the former question is equally as tricky. An-
swering it requires both introspection and self-aware-
ness, two qualities that typically are in short supply, 
even during a pandemic when most of us are house-
bound for more hours of every day than we ever have 
experienced.

But trying to figure out the, “Why?” of what we have 
done with our lives is essential if we are to meet the 
challenges of the future. 

As the philosopher said, if we do not learn from our 
mistakes, we are condemned to repeat them.

We do not pretend to have all (or any) of the answers, 
but we do know that in the difficult days ahead one thing 
is true: Each of us must step up to do our part to ensure 
the safety of ourselves, our loved ones, and everyone 
around us.

We all have a role to play in combating COVID-19 
(by wearing masks, not gathering in large groups, and 
maintaining a physical distance from others wherever 
we may be) AND in helping those who desperately are 
in need of assistance because of the devastating eco-
nomic effects of the pandemic.

Although a New Year is here, our problems are not 
magically going away.

We wish all of our readers a happy, safe, and healthy 
New Year.

 

K.C. JONES ALWAYS 
WAS FIRST-CLASS

For those of us who are old enough to remember the 
great Boston Celtics teams of the 1960s, the passing this 
week of K.C. Jones, an integral member of that champi-
onship dynasty, is bittersweet.

K.C. Jones led an incredible life, rising from his dirt-
poor childhood to the very heights of athletic accom-
plishment, becoming one of only a handful of athletes 
to be a member of NCAA, Olympic, and professional 
basketball championship teams. 

One of the most amazing facts about K.C. Jones is 
that after graduating from the University of San Fran-
cisco (where he was a teammate with Bill Russell) in 
1956, he entered the U.S. Army for a two-year hitch be-
fore embarking on his career with the Celtics (who had 
made him their second draft pick in 1956) in 1958. 

K.C. Jones epitomized the concept of a team player -- 
he was a leader in assists and always drew the toughest 
defensive assignment from the opposing team. His will-
ingness to do whatever it took for the good of the team 
was a character trait that he later imbued in the great 
Celtics teams that he coached in the 1980s. 

K.C. Jones exuded a quiet confidence. He let his ac-
tions on the court, both as a player and as a coach, speak 
for themselves with no need for the sort of self-aggran-
dizement and hyperbole that is typical among athletes 
today.

We found it hard to believe that K.C. Jones was 88 
years old at his passing -- it makes us realize the truth of 
the axiom, “Time flies.”

K.C. Jones will be remembered as a wonderful ath-
lete, coach, and role-model. He was a first-class person 
in everything he did, both on and off the court.

May he rest in peace.

NEWS Briefs by Seth Daniel

CITY HALL 
HOLIDAY HOURS

December 31, 2020 - 
9am -12pm

January 1, 2021 - 
Closed

FREE COVID-19 
TESTING OVER 
HOLIDAY

A new test site will be 
used for COVID-19 test-
ing over the upcoming 
holiday, that new site be-
ing at 35 Fourth St. It will 
be used from Dec. 28 to 
Jan. 3.

The hours are as fol-
lows:

•Monday and Tuesday:  
1-6 p.m.

•Wednesday: 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m.

•Closed Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday.

HOLIDAY PARKING 
ENFORCEMENT 
NOTICE

Please note that there 
will be no parking en-
forcement on the follow-
ing dates and times:

• December 31, 2020 – 
No Evening Enforcement

• January 1, 2021 – 
No Day/overnight En-
forcement (12am – 6pm) 
(Please Note: Enforce-

ment Will Resume at 8am 
on Saturday, January 2, 
2021)

Aviso Sobre La Re-
striccion De Estaciona-
miento en Dias Feriados

• El 31 De Diciembre 
De 2020, No Habrá Re-
stricción Durante La Tar-
de Y Durante La Noche.

• El 1 De Enero Del 
2021, No Habrá Restric-
ción Durante El Día Y 
Durante La Noche (12am 
– 6pm) *por Favor Tome 
en Cuenta Que La Re-
stricción De Estaciona-
miento Se Reanudará a 
Las 8am El Sabado, 2 De 
Enero Del 2021.

ARTS AND CUL-
TURE MEETING

The City of Chelsea is 
planning for the future of 
arts and culture. We want 
to hear from you! Please 
join us for a Community 
Meeting on January 13, 
7-8 p.m. 

La Ciudad de Chelsea 
está planificando el futuro 
de las artes y la cultural. 
¡Queremos saber tu opin-
ión! Por favor únete a no-
sotras para una Reunión 
Comunitaria 13 de Enero, 
7-8pm. 

h t t p s : / / w w w. c h e l -
s e a m a . g o v / h o m e /
events/112596.

COVID CASE UPDATE: Positive cases in Chelsea have eased 
up after the surge post-Thanksgiving. However, cases are 
still very high compared to only four weeks ago. From 
Dec. 21-27, there were 281 cases reported. That was down 
substantially from the previous week, but still very high. 
There were 328 cases last week, which marked a high not 
seen since June.
On Monday, there were 27 cases reported.

Please visit www.chelsearecord.com
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2003-09

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chelsea 
I, LLC
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chelsea 
II, LLC
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chelsea 
III, LLC
The Development and 
Marketing Group Chel-
sea, IV, LLC
And
The City of Chelsea 
(“City”) owner only with 
respect to certain off-site 
public improvements
For request for mod-
ification to parking 
requirement previously 
approved by Special 
Permit for Planned Devel-
opment at the premises 
known as:
359 Beacham Street
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of the 
meeting and email ad-
dress in order to join the 
meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 

https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2021

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2020-20

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021  
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Arthur Carbone
For Special Permit 
and Variance for the 
conversion of an existing 
residential structure 
from a one (1) family 
to a two (2) family 
structure which does not 
meet current minimum 
zoning requirements 
for lot area, open space 
and number of off-street 
parking spaces at the 
premises known as:
33 Beacon Street
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a 
public comment or to 
join the meeting must 
communicate with John 
DePriest at:  jdepriest@
chelseama.gov.  Name 
and address must be 
included in order to be 
read during the Public 
Speaking section of the 
meeting and email ad-
dress in order to join the 
meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2020

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2020-19

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Scott Coen
For Special Permit and 
Variance seeking approv-
al for the construction of 
a 2nd floor deck at the 
premises known as:
57 Broadway #2
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
meeting must communi-
cate with John DePriest 
at: jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  
A copy of the application 
and petition is available 
for review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2020

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C 

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING
Case No. 2020-21

Notice is hereby given 
in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Zoning 
Act, Chapter 40A that a 
Regular Meeting of the 
Chelsea Zoning Board of 
Appeals will be held via 
Webex video conferenc-
ing on:
Tuesday, January 12, 
2021
6:00 p.m.
With reference to the 
application of:
Gonzalo Artigas, Trustee
Webster Street Realty 
Trust
For Special Permit for a 
driveway opening which 
does not meet current 
minimum zoning re-
quirements for front yard 
setback at the premises 
known as:
132 Webster Avenue
All interested parties 
wishing to provide a pub-
lic comment or to join the 
meeting must communi-
cate with John DePriest 
at: jdepriest@chelseama.
gov.  Name and address 
must be included in order 
to be read during the 
Public Speaking section 
of the meeting and email 
address in order to join 
the meeting.  A copy 
of the application and 
petition is available for 
review at: 
https://www.chelseama.
gov/zoning-board-ap-
peals/pages/zba-cas-
es-2020

12/23/20, 12/30/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execu-
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Jesus 
Barahona to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, acting solely as 
a nominee for Fremont 
Investment & Loan, 
dated August 25, 2005 
and recorded in Suffolk 

County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 37927, Page 
74 (the “Mortgage”), 
as affected by a Loan 
Modification Agreement 
dated June 18, 2010, and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 46609, 
Page 92 of which mort-
gage HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2005-D, 
Mortgage-Backed Certif-
icates, Series 2005-D is 
the present holder by As-
signment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. (MERS), 
as nominee for Fremont 
Investment & Loan, its 
successors and assigns 
to HSBC Bank USA, 
National Association, 
as Trustee for Fremont 
Home Loan Trust 2005-D, 
Mortgage-Backed Cer-
tificates, Series 2005-D 
dated June 29, 2012 and 
recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 50193, 
Page 240, for breach 
of conditions of said 
mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing 
the same, the mortgaged 
premises located at 109 
Library Street, Chelsea, 
MA 02150 will be sold at 
a Public Auction at 2:00 
PM on January 8, 2021, 
at the mortgaged prem-
ises, more particularly 
described below, all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
The land in said Chelsea 
with the buildings there-
on now numbered 109 
Library Street, formerly 
called Matthews Street, 
being shown as lot B on 
plan drawn by Joseph R. 
Carr & Sons, C.E., dated 
March 10, 1910, recorded 
with Suffolk Deeds, Book 
3435, Page 141, bounded 
and described as follows:
NORTHEASTERLY by 
Library Street, fifty and 
33/100 (50.33) feet;
SOUTHEASTERLY by lot 48 
Matthews Street indicated 
on said plan sixty-seven 

and 5/10 (67.5) feet;
SOUTHWESTERLY by lot A 
fifty and 35/100 (50.35) 
feet;
NORTHWESTERLY by 
lot 44 Matthews Street 
indicated on said plan 
sixty-seven and 5/10 
(67.5) feet.
For mortgagor’s title see 
deed recorded with the 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 35480, 
Page 043.
The property will be sold 
subject to the redemp-
tion rights in favor of 
the Internal Revenue 
Service by virtue of the 
tax lien(s) recorded in 
Suffolk County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 61778, 
Page 8.
The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all 
unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments 
and liens, and subject 
to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbranc-
es of record entitled to 
precedence over this 
mortgage, and subject 
to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restric-
tions, reservations and 
conditions of record and 
subject to all tenancies 
and/or rights of parties 
in possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Ca-
shier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 
as a deposit must be 
shown at the time and 
place of the sale in order 
to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) 
are exempt from this 
requirement); high 
bidder to sign written 
Memorandum of Sale 
upon acceptance of bid; 
balance of purchase 
price payable by certified 
check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of 
the sale at the offices of 
mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, 
Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 
01851 or such other time 
as may be designated by 

mortgagee.  The descrip-
tion for the premises 
contained in said mort-
gage shall control in the 
event of a typographical 
error in this publication.
Other terms to be an-
nounced at the sale.
HSBC Bank USA, National 
Association, as Trustee 
for Fremont Home Loan 
Trust 2005-D, Mort-
gage-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2005-D
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Barahona, Jesus, 15-
023450

12/17/20, 12/24/20, 
12/30/20

C

LEGAL NOTICE

(LEGAL NOTICE)
CITY OF CHELSEA

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

CITIZENSHIP & IMMIGRA-
TION SERVICES

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking Re-
quest for Proposals for 
“Citizenship & Immigra-
tion Services”.  
Request for Proposals 
will be available on or 
after December 23, 2020 
by contacting Dragica 
Ivanis, Chief Procurement 
Officer at divanis@chel-
seama.gov or by visiting 
the City’s website at 
http://www.chelseama.
gov/purchasing/pages/
current-bids-solicitations.  
Proposals must be sealed 
and clearly marked “Cit-
izenship & Immigration 
Services” and submitted 
to the Office of the Chief 
Procurement Officer no 
later than 10:00AM on 
January 14, 2021.
The City of Chelsea re-

serves the right to accept 
any proposal, to reject 
any or all proposals and 
to waive minor irregulari-
ties and/or formalities as 
it deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with our 
Minority Business Enter-
prise Plan, we are invit-
ing all qualified women 
and minority business 
firms to respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
The project will receive 
funding from the City’s 
federal FY2020 Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant from the U.S. 
Department of Housing 
& Urban Development, 
pursuant to Title I of the 
Housing & Community 
Development Act of 1974, 
through the Massachu-
setts Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development, and it will 
be subject to all require-
ments of the grant.  
Submissions are en-
couraged from Section 
3, small, women-or 
minority-owned and/or 
disadvantaged persons 
or firms. 
Dragica Ivanis
Chief Procurement Officer

12/30/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT 

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
617-788-8300
ORDER FOR SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION AND 
MAILING
Docket No. 
SU20D1410DR
Zinnia Damaris Castillo 

Fernandez
Vs.
Gelsin Ivan Castillo 
Figueroa
Upon motion of plaintiff 
for an order directing the 
defendant, to appear, 
plead, or answer, in 
accordance with Mass.R.
Civ.P./Mass.R.Dom.
Rel.P.Rule 4, it appearing 
to the court that this is 
an action for Divorce 1B.
Pursuant top Supple-
mental Probate Court 
Rule 411, an Automatic 
Restraining Order has 
been entered against the 
above named parties. 
Defendant cannot be 
found within the Com-
monwealth and his/her 
present whereabouts 
are unknown. Personal 
services on defendant is 
therefore not practicable, 
and defendant has not 
voluntarily appeared in 
this action.
It is Ordered that 
defendant is directed to 
appear, plead, answer, 
for otherwise move with 
respect tot he complaint 
herein on or before 
01/08/2021
If you fail to do so this 
Court will proceed to a 
hearing and adjudication 
o f this matter.
It is further Ordered that 
the accompanying sum-
mons be published once 
in the Chelsea Record, 
a newspaper published 
in 385 Broadway: Suite 
105: Revere, MA. 02151: 
Tel: 617*884*2416 the 
publication to be 20 
days at least before said 
return day. It is further 
Ordered that a copy of 
the summons be mailed 
to the defendant at his/
her last known address 
by registered or certified 
mail.
Date 12/14/2020
Megan H. Christopher
Justice of Probate and 
Family Court.

12/29/20
C

LEGAL NOTICES

Cardinal Seán P. O’Mal-
ley received the first of 
the two-dose protocol of 
the Moderna vaccine ap-
proved for COVID-19 last 
week. 

The Cardinal received 
the dose on December 
24, 2020 at St. Elizabeth's 
Medical Center in Brigh-
ton. The second dose is 
scheduled to be adminis-
tered in late January 2021 
at St. Elizabeth's. Cardinal 
Seán, who is 76 years old, 
hopes to demonstrate that 
the vaccine is safe and 
wishes to encourage peo-
ple to be vaccinated when 
possible.

The vaccine is approved 
for Catholics to receive.

“I am very grateful to 
Dr. Joseph Weinstein, 
Chief Physician Execu-
tive of the Steward Health 
Care Network who, not-
ing that I qualified for 
the COVID vaccine, very 
kindly offered to facilitate 
my inoculation at St. Eliz-
abeth’s,” he said. “With 
recognition of the impor-

tance that all persons be 
vaccinated when possible 
I was very happy to re-
ceive this invitation. Mr. 
James Terwilliger, Pres-
ident of St. Elizabeth’s 
Medical Center, one of the 
Steward Health Care hos-
pitals in the Archdiocese 
and Chaplain Elizabeth 
Goeke, Director of Spir-
itual Care, welcomed me 
to St. Elizabeth’s, where 
highly skilled nurses and 
medical personnel are di-
recting and overseeing the 
vaccination process. I am 
grateful to have been in 
line for the vaccine and 
encourage all people to be 
vaccinated as the oppor-
tunity is presented, as an 
important action of care 
and concern for our loved 
ones, our communities and 
our nation. With the help 
of God and the excellent 
medical care provided at 
St. Elizabeth’s and many 
other hospitals, we will 
make our way through and 
beyond the pandemic.” 

PHOTO CREDIT: ST. ELIZABETH’S MEDICAL CENTER

Eileen Kolodny, MSN RN-BC, administers the first dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine to Cardinal Seán O’Malley. 

Cardinal O’Malley receives
his COVID-19 vaccine shot

By Seth Daniel

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda received a 
unanimous, 6-0, vote to 
likely serve a second term 
as Council President, that 
coming during an orga-
nizational meeting of the 
Council on Dec. 21.

Councilor Damali Vi-
dot voted ‘present,’ as 
did Avellaneda – which is 
customary in Chelsea for 
the candidate not to vote 
for themselves. Absent 
were Councilors Giovan-
ni Recupero, Melinda Ve-
ga-Maldonado and Enio 
Lopez. Still, Avellaneda 
received the required six 
votes, which propelled 
him to a likely second 
term. The official vote will 
take place on Jan. 4 at the 
first Council meeting of 
the year.

“I know all of us when 
we pulled papers last year 
back in May 2019, and we 
had what we thought was 
an agenda and a platform 
and were elected in Nov. 
2019 – none of us expect-
ed to experience what this 
community, this coun-
try and this world went 
through,” he said. “Of 
course, all of those plans, 
ideas and agenda got shift-
ed aside and COVID-19 
response was front and 
center. All of that, this City 
had to adapt and struggle 
with the community that, 
more than many, got hit 
hard.”

He also praised the City 
Manager, public safety 
officials, Council staffers 
and many other City em-
ployees for keeping things 
together and serving in 

one of the most difficult 
times in the City’s modern 
history. He also praised 
the City’s IT Department 
and Chelsea Cable for be-
ing able to pivot and, near-
ly seamlessly, hold hybrid 
online meetings that al-
lowed the City Council to 
move forward in a normal 
fashion.

“At the City Council we 
had to adopt to meeting in 
a much different way,” 
he said. “The ability to 
Facetime has been avail-
able for a while but until 
this year I never used it. 
I never warmed up to it, 
but I used it this year and 
I know many of my other 
colleagues have done it…I 
read with satisfaction how 
other cities have struggled 
to accommodate their col-
leagues so they could safe-
ly meet from their homes. 
They didn’t have the infra-
structure and technology. I 
know it wasn’t easy and I 
remember that beginning 
where we had to figure it 
out. You MacGyver-ed it 
with Ricky of Chelsea Ca-
ble and it was to our ben-
efit and our constituents’ 
benefit...”

Councillor Calvin 
Brown said Avellaneda 
stood up when the chips 
were down last year, and 
he is glad that he will be 
president again.

“I want to thank the 
president of this City 
Council for really stand-
ing up in 2020,” said 
Brown. “I’m sure when 
he was elected president, 
he didn’t realize we were 
going to get hit with a pan-
demic that would last his 
entire term. Roy Avella-

neda has dedicated him-
self to being on the front 
lines…He helped us and 
supported us and at times 
he was the only one here. 
I know it took a lot of his 
personal time. I’m glad we 
re-elected him as Council 
President in 2021 as well.”

Councillor Vidot, who 
did not vote for Avella-
neda, still gave him ac-
colades for keeping the 
meetings going and keep-
ing everyone in the loop.

“As the immediate past 
president…I feel spoiled 
to have had Paul Casino 
by my side and we were 
able to meet in person,” 
she said. “It was just a lot 
smoother and I recognize 
how much work it took 
for you to be able to chair 
these meetings remotely, 
reading your orders when 
Paul couldn’t come in. I 
think it’s absolutely com-
mendable. I have an auto-
immune disorder and can-
not come in because I am 
vulnerable. I want to thank 
everyone for making sure 
I could still attend these 

meetings and kept me in 
the loop as much as pos-
sible…It has not been an 
easy year.”

In other election news, 
Councillor Judith Garcia 
was elected to a second 
vice president term as 
well, getting a unanimous 
7-0 vote.

The School Commit-
tee representative was not 
voted, but it will be taken 
up on Jan. 4 and filled at 
that time.

The new voting order 
drawn – as tradition dic-
tates – for 2021 will be:

Vidot, Avellaneda, Re-
cupero, Garcia, Vega-Mal-
donado, Leo Robinson, 
Yamir Rodriguez, Todd 
Taylor, Lopez, Brown and 
Naomi Zabot.

The new order of seat-
ing for 2021 – chosen as 
tradition dictates on Dec. 
21 – is the following:

(Left side) Vega-Mal-
donado, Rodriguez, Rob-
inson, Zabot and Garcia.

(Right side) Recupero, 
Vidot, Brown, Lopez and 
Taylor.

Avellaneda to remain Council President, 
Garcia re-elected as vice presidency

Councillor Judith Garcia selects the seating order from 
Council President Roy Avellaneda during the Council’s 
Organizational Meeting on Dec. 21. At the meeting, Avel-
laneda was chosen as president-elect to serve again as 
president in 2021.

Please visit www.chelsearecord.com
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City Councilor Leo Robinson and Rich Settipane of Setti-
pane Insurance in Revere exchange Christmas Greetings. 

To place a  memoriam in the 
Chelsea Record, please call 

781-485-0588

Etta Margaret Clee
Dec. 1, 1919 – Dec. 18, 2020. 

Etta Margaret (Curran) 
Clee passed away early 
Friday morning, Decem-
ber 18 at the Katzman 
Family Center for Living 
in Chelsea.  She was 101 
years old.

Born and raised in 
Chelsea and a near life-
long resident here, she 
was a devoted homemak-
er and mother and The 
widow of the late Walter 
R. Clee.  

In her lifetime, Etta 
was a great sports enthu-
siast following the Red 
Sox, Patriots and Bruins. 
She could memorize all 
of the players stats and 
recite them all while 
watching the games. She 
also enjoyed playing 
board games and was a 

talented seamstress fash-
ioning clothing and many 
useful household articles.

She relocated to Win-
throp 20 years ago to live 
with her only son and 
caretaker Alan Cree.  She 
is survived by her son, 
Alan and his friend, Ma-
ria of Winthrop.        

Private services and 
arrangements were given 
to the care and direction 
of the  Welsh Funeral 
Home in Chelsea.   We 
encourage family and 
friends who wish, to of-
fer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card visit:  www.Welsh-
FH.com 

Cynthia Ciampoli
Retired insurance underwriter

Cynthia (Forbes) Cia-
mpoli, 72, passed away 
on Saturday, December 
19 at Vero HealthCare 
in Revere where she had 
been receiving support-
ive care.  Born and raised 
in Everett, she was a be-
loved daughter of the late 
John and Laura (Tiso) 
Forbes.  

Cynthia attended Ev-
erett schools and was a 
graduate of Everett High 
School.  She resided in 
Everett for most of her 
life and briefly in Med-
ford.  Cynthia worked 
as an Insurance Under-
writer in the commercial 
and residential insurance 
fields.  

In 1982, she married 
Peter T. Aceto and re-
turned to Everett to live 
in the same home she 
had previously grown-
up in.  In her lifetime she 
enjoyed traveling, out-
door family barbeques 
and spending quiet time 
at home watching televi-
sion.  In addition to her 
parents, she was also pre-
deceased by a sister Bev-
erly Cleland.  She was the 
beloved wife of 38 years 
to Peter T. Aceto of Ev-
erett, devoted mother and 
step-mother of Gail Cia-
mpoli of South Carolina, 
Sharon Mack of Penn-
sylvania, Peter R. Aceto 
of Danvers, Stacey Mc-

Connico of Everett, and-
Heidi Aceto of Chelsea 
and the dear sister of Joy 
Pasquariello of Wilming-
ton.  She is also survived 
by 11 grandchildren. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the 
Welsh Funeral Home, 
Chelsea and interment 
was at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Everett. 

Relatives and friends 
who wish to offer con-
dolences at this time by 
means of the online guest 
book or to send a person-
alized sympathy card, 
please visit; www.Welsh-
FH.com.

Should friends de-
sire, contributions in her 
memory should be direct-
ed to St. Jude Children’s   
Research   Hospital, 501   
St.   Jude   Place,   Mem-
phis,   T 38105 https://
www.stjude.org/donate

Michael Etters
Massport retiree

Michael J. Etters, 72, 
passed away unexpected-
ly in his Chelsea home on 
Wednesday, December 23.

Born and raised in 
Chelsea, the beloved 
son of the late Anderson 
“Chief” Etters and Mary 
M. (Eretzian) Etters,  
Michael attended local 
schools and was a lifelong 
resident here.  He worked 
for Massport Authority at 
Logan International Air-
port as a ground control 
and maintenance worker. 

He was the loving 
brother of Carol Etters of 
Florida and is also sur-

vived by several extend-
ed family members and 
friends. 

Funeral services were 
private.  

Arrangements were 
given to the care and direc-
tion of the Welsh Funeral 
Home, Chelsea.  We con-
tinue to encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card visit: www.WelshFH.
com.

Emily Diaz
Past Captain of Chelsea Golden Girls 

Graveside services 
were held at St. Michael 
Cemetery in Roslindale 
for Emily Diaz, 33, for-
merly   of   Chelsea who  
passed   away   unexpect-
edly   on   Friday, Decem-
ber 18  at St. Vincent Hos-
pital in Worcester. 

Born in Boston, she was 
raised in Chelsea and was 
the beloved daughter of 
Julia E. Molina of Denton, 
Texas and Horacio Diaz 
of Florida.  Emily attend-
ed Chelsea Middle School 
and went on to attend Bos-
ton Art Academy. 

A past captain of the 
Chelsea Golden Girls, she 
was a resident of Chelsea 
for most of her early life 
and had been living and 
working in Worcester for 
the last 10 years.   She 
enjoyed cooking for her 
family and was a cher-
ished and devoted aunt to 
her many nieces and neph-
ews. 

She is survived by her 
parents and her adoring 
daughter, Jasely Costa of 
Spartanburg, SC and her 
many brothers and sisters. 

Arrangements were 
given to the care and di-
rection of the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, Chelsea.  We 
continue to encourage 
family and friends who 
wish, to offer condolences 
at this time by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sym-
pathy card visit:   www.
WelshFH.com
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The Massachusetts 
Health Council (MHC) 
is launching a public 
awareness campaign to 
encourage trust in vac-
cines and immunizations, 
especially in communi-
ties of color. As part of 
the campaign, MHC will 
run radio spots featur-
ing Reverend Liz Walker, 
a trusted news anchor at 
WBZ-TV for many years, 
and Reverend Gloria 
White-Hammond, MD, 
a pediatrician, talking 
about the importance of 
routine immunizations, 
especially the flu vaccine, 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. MHC has 
purchased radio airtime 
through the Massachu-
setts Broadcasters Asso-
ciation’s Public Educa-
tion Program with a value 
of almost $100,000.

In the radio spots, Rev. 
Walker, who is a mem-
ber of Governor Baker’s 
COVID-19 Vaccine Ad-
visory Group, introduces 
Rev. Gloria White-Ham-
mond, MD, who de-
scribes the great success 
vaccines have achieved 
in eradicating once-com-
mon diseases. Rev. Ham-
mond tells listeners, 
“Vaccines are among the 
greatest advancements in 
modern medicine and are 
both safe and effective.”

David Martin, CEO 
of the Massachusetts 
Health Council, said 
that the primary goal of 
the campaign is to in-
crease understanding of 
the benefits of vaccines 
so that people have ac-
cess to accurate, evi-
dence-based information 
before they need to make 
a decision about getting 
the COVID-19 vaccine. 

MHC runs a website—
www.protectedtogether.
org—to address vaccine 
misinformation and an-
swer the most frequently 
asked questions.

“An important focus of 
the campaign is on build-
ing trust and communica-
tion within communities 
of color so that people can 
get answers to any ques-
tions they may have,” 
he said. “People of color 
are disproportionately 
impacted by COVID-19 
because of longstanding 
health disparities. They 
are less likely to be able 
to protect themselves 
from exposure, so we 
owe it to them to priori-
tize their safety.”

In addition to the ra-
dio campaign, MHC has 
secured in-kind support 
from Google, which will 
promote vaccine safety 
information on its site 
with search ads valued 
at tens of thousands of 
dollars. MHC is also re-
cruiting and supporting 
“vaccine champions” 
across the state to help 
answer questions about 
vaccines and serve as a 
local source of trusted in-
formation.

ABOUT THE 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
HEALTH COUNCIL

The Massachusetts 
Health Council leads a 
broad group of stake-
holders to foster a strong 
culture of health in Mas-
sachusetts. We promote 
policies and programs 
that enable healthier life-
styles, wellness, and pre-
ventative care so all peo-
ple and their communities 
can thrive. For more in-
formation, visit https://
mahealthcouncil.org/.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

Health Council starting  to get
word out on COVID-19 vaccine

Frances (DePaolo) De-
santis of Revere passed 
away surrounded by her 
loving family on Decem-
ber 15 at the age of 89.

 Born in Chelsea on 
April 19, 1931 to the late 
Anthony and Lena (Bel-
monte), she was the be-
loved wife of 67 years of 
Joseph DeSantis, devoted 
mother of Joseph DeSan-
tis of Revere, Janice De-
Santis and her longtime 
companion, Rob McPher-
son of Chelsea and James 
DeSantis of Revere; cher-
ished grandmother of Jo-
seph DeSantis Jr. and his 
wife, Erin, John, Jenae 
and Rachael DeSantis; 
adored great grandmother 
of Lola Bartlett and she 
is also lovingly survived 
by many cousins. Frances 
graduated Revere High 
School with the Class 
of 1949 and went on to 
graduate Fisher Junior 
College. Frances was a 
homemaker who took 
great pride in raising her 
three children and later on 
her grandchildren. She en-
joyed bowling and loved 
to travel. She will be truly 

missed by all who knew 
her.

Due to the current 
spike in COVID-19, the 
guidelines issued by the 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts and local of-
ficials, Funeral Services 
will be privately held for 
the immediate family un-
der the direction of Paul 
Buonfiglio & Sons - Bru-
no Funeral Home, 128 Re-
vere Street,  Revere, MA 
02151. Interment Holy 
Cross Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 225 N. Mich-
igan Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, 
IL 60601 or at  alz.org. 
For guestbook please visit  
www.buonfiglio.com

Frances DeSantis
She will be truly missed 

by all who knew her

— New Year’s Remembrance —

William Gould
July 31, 1933 ~ Aug. 14, 2019
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Sept. 5, 2010 — Sept. 5, 2020
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They always leave to mortals,

the bright sun’s kindly ray.
He leaves the fragrant blossoms,

and lovely forest, green.
And gives us new

found comfort,
when we on Him will lean.

Forever Loved & Missed,
`Joe, Debbie, Bill Jr., Tommy & Derek & Grandchildren
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Carol Ann Borum 
passed away on Sunday, 
Dec. 13 at the age of 74. 

Born, raised and a life-
long resident of  Chelsea, 
she was a beloved daugh-
ter of the late Rocco J. 
and Josephine M. (Inche-
rica) Spinelli.

Carol attended local 
schools, was a graduate 
of Chelsea High School 
and  later earned her As-
sociate’s Degree from 
Bunker Hill College.  
She raised two daughters 
and one son. 

She began working in 
her father’s store “Un-
cle Rocco’s Superette” 
located on the corner of 
Broadway and Webster 
Avenue and then started 
her career at the Chelsea 
Soldiers Home, Treasur-
er’s Office.  Beginning as 
a clerk, she worked her 
way up to the Treasurer’s 
position and held that of-
fice for several years be-
fore retiring in 2008. 

She endured many 
hardships in her lifetime, 
but her loving caring na-
ture would persevere and 
endure.  

During her lifetime, 
she enjoyed social gath-
erings at the Cary Square 
Club, traveling around 
the Caribbean, staying at 
Turks and Caicos, Jamai-
ca, traveling to Italy and 
enjoying a night out din-
ning with friends. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Carol was sadly 
predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Elisa Borum, former-
ly of Saugus. 

She is survived by her 
dear friend and compan-
ion, Al Zani of Chelsea 
and is the forever loved 
mother of Christopher 
J. Borum and his wife, 

Lauren of Lynn and Car-
la Borum of Chelsea, the 
dear sister of Richard 
Spinelli of Florida, Jozy 
Spinelli of Cape Cod and 
Robert Spinelli of Sau-
gus.

Friends and family are 
invited to attend a me-
morial gathering at the 
Welsh Funeral Home, 
718 Broadway, Chelsea 
today, Wednesday, De-
cember 30 from 4 to 6 
p.m.  All attendees are re-
quired to wear face cov-
erings, practice physical 
distancing when greet-
ing the family, pay their 
respects and exit the fu-
neral home to allow other 
guests to enter.

We encourage family 
and friends who wish, to 
offer condolences at this 
time by means of the on-
line guest book or to send 
a personalized sympathy 
card.  

Should friends desire, 
contributions in Carol’s 
memory may be made 
to Care Dimensions, 75 
Sylvan St., Ste. B-102, 
Danvers, MA 01923, or 
visit;

https://giving.caredi-
mensions.org/site/Dona-
tion

Or Alzheimer’s Assoc. 
309 Waverly Oaks Road, 
Waltham, MA 02452, or 
visit; www.Alz.org

.
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TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

Linda Secatore-Gerry
Longtime parishioner of St. Anthony’s 

Church

Linda Secatore-Gerry 
of Revere died on De-
cember 22. 

Linda loved her dog 
Lucky. She was a devout 
Catholic and longtime 
parishioner of St Antho-
ny’s Church. Linda en-
joyed ballroom dancing 
at Hillview Country Club 
in North Reading where 
she met the love of her 
life, Richard. She en-
joyed gardening, dining 
out and spending time in 
Maine.

The beloved wife of 
the late Richard Ger-
ry, she was the devot-
ed daughter of the late 
Amleto and Enes (Aval-
lone) Secatore, loving 
cousin of Marilyn and 
Dave Ellis of Randolph 
and Lorna Grande of the 
Berkshires and is also 
survived by dear friends 
Diane Colella, Julia Mal-
varosa, Camille Cristello, 

Noelle Smith and Barba-
ra Peterson.  

Her Funeral was held 
from the Paul Buonfi-
glio & Sons-Bruno Fu-
neral Home,  Revere on 
Tuesday, December 29th  
followed by a Funeral 
Mass in St Anthony’s 
Church and interment at 
Holy Cross Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to St 
Anthony’s Church, 250 
Revere St, Revere MA 
02151. For guestbook, 
please visit www.Buonfi-
glio.com

Harvey and Augusta Paclat
Died of Covid complications within hours of one another 

Harvey J. Paclat and 
Augusta E. (Currey) 
Paclat passed away to 
their next lives on De-
cember 19, 2020.  They 
died within hours of one 
another from complica-

tions due to 
Covid-19 at 
the ages of 
86 and 90 
respectively 
after 56 de-

voted years of marriage.  
Long time residents 

of Chelsea, they lived at 
491 Washington Avenue 
in Augusta’s ancestral 
home for over 50 years.   

Harvey was born and 
raised in Lynn, the son of 
Lucille and William Pa-
clat, He was a graduate 
of Lynn Classical High 
School and served in the 
US Army during the Ko-
rean War.   

He worked at Forbes 
Lithograph in Revere 
where he met and even-
tually married Augusta. 

He was later the In-
spector of Weights and 
Measures in Chelsea 
and then for the State of 
Massachusetts until his 
retirement.  

He was a life-long 
lover of the outdoors and 
spent much of his time 
in retirement devoted to 
birding.  He was very 
devoted to Mass Audu-

bon and particularly the 
Joppa Flats Education 
Center in Newburyport. 

Augusta was a grad-
uate of Chelsea High 
School and worked 
at Shrafft’s Paper and 
then Forbes Lithograph 
where she met and mar-
ried Harvey.  Augusta 
was a dedicated moth-
er and worked with her 
close cousin, Dorothy for 
many years at the Sun-
nyside Daycare at the 
County Road Church.   
She later worked as an 
administrator and much 
more, for the Sisters of 
Don Guanella and their 
home devoted to those 
with intellectual disabil-
ities.    

Harvey was a member 

of Our Lady of Grace 
Parish in Everett where 
he was a lector, Eucha-
ristic minister, choir 
member, and overall 
committed member of 
the parish.  Augusta was 
a life-long member of 
the First Congregation-
al Church of Chelsea 
where she too was a very 
valued and involved 
member of the church 
community. 

They were deeply 
devoted to their fami-
ly and are survived by 
their only son, Charles 
Paclat, his wife, Susan 
and their granddaugh-
ters, Sara and Caroline.  
Their very close extend-
ed family includes: Kyle 
and Rob O’Hannon of 

New Hampshire, The 
Robinsons of Kimball 
Road; Bruce and Ellen 
Robinson, Robin and 
Jay Steinberg, Kim Ger-
ace, and Kris and Chris-
tine Robinson as well as 
Merrilee and John Veer-
hoeven of Australia and 
their loving daughters.

The family cannot ex-
press enough gratitude 
for the amazing care 
provided by the staff at 
the ER, ICU and Palli-
ative Care Unit of Mass 
General Hospital that 
allowed them to pass 
with great dignity and in 
comfort despite the lim-
itations imposed by the 
pandemic.

 A Memorial Service 
for Harvey and Augusta 
Paclat will be held at a 
later date.  We encour-
age family and friends 
to visit www.carafafu-
neralhome.com to offer 
condolences at this time 
by means of the online 
guest book or to send a 
personalized sympathy 
card. 

Donations in memory 
of Harvey and Gussie 
may be made to Mass 
Audubon’s Joppa Flats 
Education Center, 1 
Plum Island Turnpike, 
Newburyport, MA 
01950.

Carol Ann Borum
January 26, 1946 – December. 13, 2020

Agnes Getz
 July 6, 1936 – December 26, 2020

Agnes S. Getz passed 
away on Saturday, De-
cember 26 at the Kaplan 
Family Hospice in Dan-
vers.  She was 82 years 
of age and was living 
courageously with kid-
ney disease for the last 
five years.  

Born in Woburn, she 
grew up in Chelsea, one 
of eleven children of the 
late Anthony and Sara 
(Polizzie) Scuturio.   She 
married James Getz in 
1957 and together they 
raised their own fami-
ly of two sons and two 
daughters. 

Agnes also worked 
for over 15 years at the 
now defunct Standard 
Box in Chelsea, retiring 
when the factory closed 
down.  A resident of 
Chelsea for most of her 
life she has been residing 
in Peabody for the past 
25 years. 

The door to her home 
and heart was always 
open to visits from her 
grandchildren.  She was 
widowed in 2000 after 
43 years of love and de-
votion with her beloved 
husband, James Getz, 
Sr. In addition to her 
parents and husband she 
was also predeceased by 
a daughter, Sandra Mu-
zarol, a son, James Getz, 
Jr., four sisters: Anna 
Maine, Nancy Gris-
wold, “Dolly” Florence 
Roche and Lena Iodice; 

five brothers: Samuel, 
Anthony, Thomas, Jo-
seph and Richard Scutu-
rio. She was the beloved 
mother of William Getz 
of Peabody, Debra Getz 
Baseman and her hus-
band, Joseph Baseman 
of Reading and loving 
mother-in-law of Edward 
Muzarol of Peabody, 
the dear sister of Rob-
ert Scuturio of Chelsea, 
cherished grandmother 
of Cheryl Greene, Ali-
cia Muzarol, Jessica 
Muzarol, Gina Muzarol, 
Joshua Baseman, Der-
ek Baseman and Taylah 
Baseman and adored 
great grandmother of 
five.

Her funeral will be 
held from the Welsh Fu-
neral Home, 718 Broad-
way, Chelsea today, 
Wednesday, December 
30 at 9 a.m. followed by a 
Funeral Mass at St. Rose 
Church, 600 Broadway 
Chelsea at 10 a.m. Ser-
vices will conclude with 
interment at Woodbrook 
Cemetery, Woburn. 

John Aulino
Well known in the parking and 

transportation industry

John “Jackie” Aulino, 
71, a lifelong resident of 
Revere, died suddenly at 
home on December 25. 

Jackie was well known 
in the parking and trans-
portation industry. He 
was a member of Revere 
High School, Class of 
1967 and a graduate of 
UMass Boston.

The devoted son of 
the late Alphonse and 
Rose (Belmonte) Aulino, 
he was the loving father 
of Jacquelyn Aulino, 
Erica Aulino and Alex-
andra Aulino, beloved 
companion of Marianita 
Gonzalez, loving neph-
ew of Joseph and Rose 
Belmonte, dearest cousin 
of Debra Belmonte, (who 
was more like a sister to 
him), Joseph Belmonte 
Jr .and Michael Belmon-
te. He is also survived 
by his former wife and 
mother of his daughters, 
Celeste Ianniciello and 
by many loving cousins 
and friends.

Due to the ongoing 
Covid-19 guidelines is-
sued by the Common-
wealth of MA, capacity 
limits are in effect and 

masks and social dis-
tancing are mandatory 
while attending ser-
vices. His Funeral will 
be from the Paul Buon-
figlio & Sons-Bruno Fu-
neral Home, 128 Revere 
St, Revere on Thursday, 
Dec. 31 at 9 a.m. fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass 
in St Anthony’s Church 
at 10 a.m. Relatives and 
friends are kindly invit-
ed. Visiting hours will be 
today, Wednesday, from 
5 to 7 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to 
St Anthony’s Church. 
250 Revere St, Revere, 
MA 02151. Interment 
will be in Woodlawn 
Cemetery. For guest-
book, please visit www.
Buonfiglio.com

Please visit www.chelsearecord.com
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increase access to home-
ownership opportunities, 
and prevent displacement 
of the neighborhood’s 
most vulnerable residents.

“MassHousing is ex-
cited to be part of a proj-
ect that is going to create 
42 brand-new apartment 
homes for lower-income 
elderly residents in the 
heart of East Boston,” said 
MassHousing Executive 
Director Chrystal Kor-
negay. “We were pleased 
to collaborate with the 
East Boston Community 
Development Corpora-
tion, Affirmative Invest-
ments, the City of Boston, 
and our state partners, to 
provide this new housing 
for Boston seniors, who 
will be able to live afford-
ably in the city for many 
years to come.”

According to plans ap-
proved by the BPDA, the 
CDC project involves 
the construction of a new 
39,067 square foot,  42-
unit seven-story building 
and the renovation of an 
existing 26,800 square 
foot building currently on 
the same site in Maverick 
Square.

The new building will 
include all low-income 
elderly housing. The ex-
isting building, which in-
cludes 17 elderly/disabled 
subsidized units as well 
as approximately 3,000 
square feet of ground floor 
commercial, will be con-
verted to workforce hous-
ing units, including two 
affordable units.

The property con-
sists of a 16,266-square 
foot parcel of land with 
26,800-square foot of 
mixed use, residential and 
commercial building.

There will be no chang-
es to the footprint of the 
existing building and the 
proposed new building 
will be situated behind the 
existing building.

The 3,798 square foot 
first floor will consist of a 
community room, kitchen, 
lobby, mailroom, office, 
and mechanical space. The 
lot size will accommodate 
five parking spaces, one of 
which will be handicapped 
accessible.

The second through 
seventh floors will have 
seven units per floor, for a 
total of 42 units. 

The CDC has controlled 
the project site since the 
late 1970s. The property 
consists of an irregular 
shaped 16,266 square foot 
parcel of land behind the 
existing 26,800 square 
foot mixed use, residential 
and commercial building.

The CDC sought to 
develop the land back in 
1975 and received ap-
provals by the then Boston 
Redevelopment Authority 
but those approvals have 
since expired.

The CDC held a BP-
DA-sponsored meeting 
back in September 2019 
as part of the Article 80 
review process and there 
was little to no opposition 
to the plans.

“We are very grateful 
to Mayor Walsh, the City 
of Boston, MassHousing, 
and our partners at the 
State for working with us 
to make this project a re-
ality,” said President of 
the East Boston CDC Al 
Caldarelli. “We are proud 
to have worked creative-
ly with DiMella Shaffer 
Architects and Affirma-
tive Investments to make 
use of the land we already 
owned and turn it into 42 
much needed affordable 
apartments for low-in-
come seniors in our com-
munity.”

CUSTOMER    
LEAVES $500 TIP

East Boston - With the 
first round of citizens be-
ing vaccinated for the 
COVID-19 virus this very 
tough year seems to be 
ending with a glimmer of 
hope.  

While everyone can’t 
wait to put this year be-
hind us, there was a bright 
spot in 2020 for the staff at 
the Cunard Tavern in Jef-
fries Point.

On Saturday an anon-
ymous customer spread a 
little Holiday Cheer and 
left a $500 tip on a $36.38 
bill. Cunard’s Executive 
Chef Anthony Pino posted 
a photo of the bill on his 
Instagram account with the 
caption, “Someone tipped 
the service staff $500 on a 
$36 tab. Suddenly, the end 
of 2020 is hell of a lot bet-
ter for them. Very grateful 
for the generosity of a lot 
of the guests here over the 
last year.”

It’s been a hard year 
for everyone but the lo-
cal restaurant industry has 
been hit particularly hard 
by the pandemic and the 
Cunard was no exception. 

At the start of the pan-
demic the popular Jef-
fries Point destination 
was forced to close and 
reevaluate how to move 
forward. The restaurants 
reopened in the spring for 
take out and delivery, al-
lowed indoor dining when 
it was safe to do so and 
opened an outdoor side-
walk patio throughout the 
summer and fall as part 
of the City’s Public Space 
program. 

However, the restaurant 
was forced to close brief-
ly in November out of an 
abundance of caution  af-
ter a customer tested pos-
itive for COVID. 

Since the Public Space 
program expired earlier 
this month the Cunard has 
refocused on socially dis-
tanced indoor dining as 

well as takeout and deliv-
ery. 

Chef Pino recently in-
troduced the restaurant’s 
first ever “Holiday Cook-
At-Home” meals. 

“These prepped meals 
complete with instructions 
and easy cleanup are just 
what your Christmas Eve/
Day needs to be stress-
free,” said Pino. 

Last week, Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh addressed both 
public concerns about 
indoor dining as well as 
the concerns of restaurant 
owners that need to stay 
afloat. . 

“There are concerns 
about the possibility of 
viral transmission,” said 
Walsh. “There are con-
cerns about the ability of 
restaurants to survive clo-
sures and restrictions. I 
hear both of these concerns 
and we are responding to 
both of those concerns. 
Our approach is to follow 
the Phase 2 guidance, with 
additional restrictions. 
We’re restricting bar seat-
ing to special approvals, as 
I mentioned. And we are 
increasing enforcement of 
all the guidelines, for all 
licensed businesses. We 
will have an emergency 
Licensing Board meeting 
every Monday to address 
violations.”

The Mayor also ap-
pealed to restaurant pa-
trons and small business 
customers to be part of the 
solution. 

“The City has heard 
from owners that it can 
be very difficult to police 
customers who keep their 
masks off or ignore dis-
tancing guidelines,” said 
Walsh who aked every-
one who dines in a restau-
rant or visits a store to do 
their part and follow the 
guidelines, and whenever 
possible, use take-out and 
delivery services. 

The Mayor also issued 
a reminder that The Re-
open Boston Fund is still 
accepting applications to 
help small businesses with 
debt-free grant support.

FOUR LYNN 
GROUPS     
RECEIVE GRANTS

LYNN - Lynn Muse-
um/Lynn Arts and Cre-
ative Collective, Raw Art 
Works, and artist/collab-
orators Tara Argaba and 
Estrella Diaz, and Cinda 
Danh and Michael Agha-
howa have received grants 
from the The New En-
gland Foundation for the 
Arts (NEFA). The grants 
are awarded to Massachu-
setts-based artists and col-
laborators to imagine and 
create public art that fos-
ters more just, vibrant, and 
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CHANGES 
TO CHARTER 
APPROVED

EVERETT - Ending 
more than a year of dis-
cussion, the City Council 
voted 9-2 to make a Char-
ter Change that would 
change how Ward coun-
cilors and School Com-
mittee Ward representa-
tives are voted into office 
– making their seats be a 
vote of the ward only and 
not of the entire city.

Councilors John Han-
lon and Fred Capone 
voted against the matter. 
The matter now advanc-
es to the State House as 
a Home Rule Petition for 
further review and poten-
tial approval.

Right now, in one of the 
few communities to have 
such a system, Everett 
ward councilors and Com-
mittee members are elect-
ed by a citywide vote in-
stead of a ward-only vote. 
That means a candidate 
can actually win the vote 
of the ward, but lose the 
election. The Council and 
the City has been moving 
to make that change since 
receiving notice from the 
Lawyers for Civil Rights 
Boston that the system is 
likely a violation of the 
federal Voting Rights Act 
as it could dilute the vote 
of communities of color. 
They have indicated to the 
newspaper several times 
they are watching Ever-
ett’s moves on the matter, 
and are prepared to file 
a lawsuit if necessary to 
force the change.

They won a similar 
lawsuit in Lowell some 
years ago after a long and 
expensive fight in court.

The proposal in Everett 
had been voted down at 
the Dec. 7 meeting, sur-
prisingly, but was called 
for Reconsideration by 
former Councilor Peter 
Napolitano, who has since 
resigned to pursue a City 
job. On Monday night, it 
was finally brought back 
to the body, where it was 
approved after about an 
hour of discussion.

City Solicitor Colleen 
Mejia said her reading is 
that the Council needed 
to make the change with a 
Charter Commission, but 
she also said that would 
likely lead to a lawsuit 
being filed. She said there 
are other opinions that 
support the idea of it be-
ing a legal change as a 
Home Rule as well. In the 
end, she said there’s no 
easy answer.

“I think you guys are 
between a rock and a hard 
place,” she said. “Either 
way you decide to act, the 
outcome is going to be the 
same. Either way would 
also be a valid way in the 
eyes of the state.”

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky was the lead 
sponsor on the change, 
and said it’s long past time 
to take action on making 
this change.

“I think it’s the right 
thing now,” he said. “The 
truth of the matter is there 
are many people here that 
are open to this change. 
It’s the fair thing to do. 
If a candidate gets 1,000 
votes in the district, and 
the other candidate gets 
100 votes in the district, 
but wins on the citywide 
vote, that’s not how it 
should work.”

Capone said he has no 
problem with the prem-
ise, but feels any Charter 
Change needs to be in the 
hands of the voters.

“I understand where 
everyone is coming from, 
but for me the Charter is 
akin to our Constitution,” 
he said. “If we start chip-
ping away at it, I don’t 
think we have the author-

ity to change it…When 
you get to larger things, 
you have to be careful 
with it…Different law-
yers have different opin-
ions, but the statute reads 
changing of manner of 
election is not allowed. 
My reading is it’s a viola-
tion of the law and a vio-
lation of the public trust. 
Major changes to the 
Charter I will always vote 
‘no’ because I believe it 
belongs in the hands of 
the people.”

Councilor Gerly Adrien 
said she understands the 
desire to let the people 
vote on the matter, but 
said the City risks a law-
suit for a violation of the 
Federal Voting Rights 
Act. She said there are at 
least two wards in the City 
that aren’t properly repre-
sented.

“We have wards in our 
city where there are com-
munities of color, partic-
ularly Haitian – which I 
am proud to be of – and 
Latinos,” she said. “We do 
not have the right number 
of representation in our 
city to reflect the whole 
city, which is why this is 
illegal. For some of my 
councilors who do not un-
derstand, we are violating 
a federal right. We need 
to make sure we do this 
right from the beginning. 
I understand the Charter 
Commission formed this, 
but they were wrong. We 
need to change this or we 
will get sued like the other 
city.”

Councilor Anthony 
DiPierro said the former 
Charter Commission was 
too political, and this was 
a result of that. He said it’s 
time to vote.

“I personally think this 
change makes us more 
accountable as ward rep-
resentatives,” he said. 
“There’s not a whole city 
to hide it. You need to be 
accountable in that ward 
and make sure things are 
done. It makes us bet-
ter representatives. It’s 
simple…This is the right 
thing to do. We’ve been 
talking about it over a year 
and I’m tired of talking 
about it…You want to talk 
about a Charter Commis-
sion, I don’t even want to 
go there. The last Charter 
Commission was as polit-
ical as it could be.”

Councilor Michael Mc-
Laughlin said it’s time to 
take a tough vote, and not-
ed he had talked to hun-
dreds of people about this 
and other recent Charter 
changes.

“If we’re going to get 
sued, I don’t want to send 
our City down a foxhole,” 
he said. “If we vote on this 
tonight, we’re not harm-
ing the City or the people. 
We’re asking the state to 
look at it…If they tell us 
we’re wrong, we go back. 
It’s time for us to stand 
up as big men and wom-
en and take votes…If we 
don’t do that tonight, we 
are doing a disservice to 
the men and women of 
Everett and we don’t de-
serve our paychecks at the 
end of the month.”

Hanlon said Everett is 
diverse across the board, 
and he doesn’t think there 
are any particular “pock-
ets” of people who are 
being disenfranchised. He 
said the change needed 
to happen with a Charter 
Commission.

“Maybe they went 
into Lowell and found 
whole areas of that city 
that are Latino, so they 
had to change it,” he said. 
“Where do you find that in 
Everett? Where are these 
pockets of people? I see 
Haitians all over the city. 
I see Italians all over the 
city. I see Irish people all 
over the city. I see Latinos 

all over the city. So the 
point is where are these 
pockets that deserve this 
representation? I don’t 
find it bad that we want 
to change the charter, but 
we should be looking into 
electing a Charter Com-
mission.”

The matter will be 
forwarded to the State 
House, and it will likely 
be scheduled for a hearing 
in the Joint Committee of 
the House and Senate.

OFFICIAL START
 ON SENIOR 
HOUSING PROJECT

East Boston - Last week 
Mayor Martin Walsh 
joined virtually with the 
East Boston Community 
Development Corporation 
(CDC) and Affirmative 
Investments to officially 
break ground on the East-
ie project that will create 
a 42 unit residential build-
ing serving low-income 
seniors. 

Construction began in 
late October on the Bos-
ton Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) 
approved project. The 
Grace Apartments located 
on Sumner Street adjacent 
to the Maverick MBTA 
station will be 100 percent 
affordable for seniors and 
builds on Walsh’s com-
mitment to creating more 
affordable housing for 
older Bostonians. 

“We’re excited to mark 
the start of construction 
on the Grace Apartments 
project, which will create 
new affordable housing 
opportunities for Boston’s 
older adults,” said Walsh. 
“I made a commitment 
in my housing plan to 
increase the number of 
housing units available to 
older Bostonians so that 
they can remain in the 
city that they know and 
love. I want to thank the 
East Boston CDC, their 
development consultant 
Affirmative Investments, 
and all those involved in 
making this opportunity 
possible. It will make a 
positive difference in the 
lives of those who call 
East Boston home.”

The new senior res-
idences, located at 187 
Sumner St., will be built 
adjacent to the historic 
Woodbury Apartments. 
The project will also 
renovate 17 income-re-
stricted units at the site’s 
existing building. Once 
construction is complet-
ed current Grace Apart-
ment residents will have 
the option to move into 
the new building. As 
part of a long-term plan, 
the completion of Grace 
Apartments will allow for 
future renovations to the 
Woodbury Building for 
workforce housing. 

“The need for afford-
able senior housing is al-
ways growing. I am proud 
to have supported this 
project and thank the ad-
ministration and the East 
Boston CDC for helping 
to make it a reality,” said 
City Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards. “I look forward to 
its completion and will 
continue fighting to make 
sure everyone has access 
to housing.”

The project was ap-
proved at the BPDA’s 
board meeting in January, 
2019. BPDA officials said 
the approval of the 42 in-
come-restricted senior 
units at 187 Sumner St. 
makes progress towards 
Mayor Walsh’s goal of in-
creasing affordable hous-
ing to support not only a 
strong middle-class, but 
also area seniors. May-
or Walsh has updated the 
City’s housing targets to 
support the creation of 
new affordable housing, 

MY EVEREST

 Liam Woodward gets ready to climb  his mountain of snow in his front yard.  
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welcoming public spaces.
Lynn Museum/Lynn 

Arts and Creative Collec-
tive and artists Agaba and 
Diaz were the recipients 
of Collective Imagination 
for Spatial Justice (CISJ) 
grants that support teams 
of artists, creatives, cul-
ture bearers, cultural or-
ganizers, and communi-
ty-based collaborators to 
do the important work of 
imagining public art that 
fosters and contributes to 
more just futures for our 
public spaces and public 
culture. The grants range 
from $2,000-$5,000.

Raw Art Works, a youth 
arts organizations based at 
37 Central Square (“Love 
Letters to Lynn” and art-
ists Danh and Aghahowa 
(“Food for Thought”) 
were the recipients of

Public Art for Spatial 
Justice (PASJ) grants that 
support artists and artistic 
collaborations to create 
public art in Massachu-
setts that fosters public 
imagination and contrib-
utes to more just futures 
for our public spaces 
and public culture. The 
grants range from $5,000-
$10,000.

Following are the de-
scriptions of the projects:

Grant Recipient Details
CINDY DANH AND       
MICHAEL AGHA-

HOWA
GRANT AMOUNT
$10,000
Cinda Danh and Mi-

chael Aghahowa are art-
ists and activists, born and 
raised in Lynn, MA. Cinda 
and Michael are working 
in collaboration with Er-
nie’s Harvest Time, a mid-
sized grocery in down-
town Lynn and youth from 
The Food Project (www.
thefoodproject.org) to cre-
ate a wraparound mural 
at Ernie’s that celebrates 
voices from within the 
Lynn community who are 
doing the important work 
of imagining, dreaming 
and growing a more resil-
ient food system. In a mo-
ment when rapid develop-
ment and displacement is 
happening in Lynn, this 
mural aims to center the 
stories of the people who 
have been here, are still 
here, and hopefully will 
be here for the future of 
Lynn.

Grant Recipient De-
tails:

RAW ARTS WORKS
LOCATION
Lynn, MA
PROJECT TITLE
Love Letters to Lynn
FISCAL YEAR 

AWARDED
2021
GRANT OR PRO-

GRAM
Public Art for Spatial 

Justice
GRANT AMOUNT
$10,000
Tapping the Lynn Mu-

seum, Faces of Lynn 
Magazine and Harvard 
artist/researcher Raquel 
Jimenez, Raw Art Works’ 
public arts group for high 
school womxn, WAMX, 
led by art therapist Laura 
Smith, will create Love 
Letters to Lynn, an in-
terdisciplinary public art 
testimonial to the voices 
of womxn in Lynn, Mas-
sachusetts. Following the 
model of participatory ac-
tion research and seeking 
to create uplifting art “for 
the people, by the people,” 
eight high school WAMX 
artists will interview their 
adult counterparts by 
exchanging letters with 
them, then convert the 
knowledge gained into a 
public display of original 
art at the Lynn Museum 
and in Lynn shops that 
have closed as a result of 
COVID-19.

Grant Recipient De-
tails:

LYNN MUSEUM/
LYNN ARTS AND CRE-

ATIVE    COLLECTIVE
Location:
Lynn, MA
PROJECT TITLE
N/A
FISCAL YEAR 

AWARDED
2021
GRANT OR PRO-

GRAM
Collective Imagination 

for Spatial Justice
GRANT AMOUNT
$5,000
BIPOC artists in Lynn 

are integral to the social 
fabric of our city. Cur-
rently, barriers to collab-
oration exist between BI-
POC artists and municipal 
and organizational leaders 
who are the stewards of 
funding, visibility and per-
missions. BIPOC artists, 
in collaboration with the 
Lynn Museum/Lynn Arts 
and Creative Collective, 
will examine these barri-
ers and reimagine oppor-
tunities to foster trust and 
accountability with mu-
nicipal and organizational 
leaders. By centering the 
voices of BIPOC artists 
from Lynn, this collective 
imagination journey aims 
to envision ways for di-
verse artistic and cultur-
al expression to not only 
exist, but to truly thrive in 
Lynn.

Grant Recipient De-
tails:

TARA AGABA AND        
ESTRELLA DIAZ
LOCATION
Lynn, MA
PROJECT TITLE
N/A
FISCAL YEAR 

AWARDED
2021
GRANT OR PRO-

GRAM
Collective Imagination 

for Spatial Justice
GRANT AMOUNT
$5,000
Tara and Estrella are 

exploring concepts of rest 
as a communal practice of 
healing. How does rest in-
tersect with public space? 
How are public spaces 
designed for rest? Who 
is allowed to rest in pub-
lic? Who’s rest is policed 
in public? How might 
we question these social 
norms, and come togeth-
er, reclaim our time, drink 
tea, rest, and heal togeth-
er? Exploring radical and 
communal self-care could 
be a path to our liberation. 
Together we are exploring 
the use of art and digi-
tal media for healing and 
organizing for rest and 
world-building.

“In the midst of the 
global health pandemic, 
economic downturn, and 
continued racial injustice 
that 2020 has made more 
apparent, we are remind-
ed that public spaces are 
not neutral and public art 
made in public spaces is 
not neutral either. As we 
reckon with complex his-
tories and continued leg-
acies of racism and white 
supremacy culture, we 
refocused our public art 
grantmaking towards spa-
tial justice.” said Kim Sze-
to, NEFA public art pro-
gram director, “Public art 
has the ability and respon-
sibility to creatively en-
gage important and timely 
conversations, bring heal-
ing to space and place, and 
foster public imagination 
for a more just version of 
what is possible.”

NEFA’s Spatial Justice 
grants are made possible 
with funding from the Barr 
Foundation. “This mo-
ment is crying out for art-
ists who can help us imag-
ine a better world,” said 
Giles Li, the Barr Founda-
tion’s Senior Program Of-
ficer for Arts & Creativity. 
“We are proud to partner 
with NEFA to support 
these important artists and 
vital communities; their 
work forces us to confront 
our own assumptions 

about who feels welcomed 
in public spaces and reaf-
firms what the Foundation 
deeply believes: that all 
people deserve the honor 
of being heard, seen, and 
valued.”

SHOWCASE 
CINEMAS HOLDS 
MANY MEMORIES

REVERE - The Re-
vere Journal asked Ward 6 
Councilor Richard Serino – 
the councilor for the ward in 
which Showcase Cinemas 
is located – for his thoughts 
on the closing of the famed 
movie theater complex at 
565 Squire Road, Revere, 
and the future plans for a 
new Amazon distribution 
center for the site.

Councilor Serino wrote 
the following comments:

“With the closing of 
Showcase Cinemas, it’s a 
sad end for a long chapter 
of Hollywood in Linden 
Square.  From a drive-in 
to a movie theater where 
my parents took me to see 
my very first movie to see-
ing ‘The Adventures of 
Pinocchio’ and ‘George of 
the Jungle,’ with my mom 
to now the ‘new’ Show-
case that was built in 2000 
where I saw all the Harry 
Potter movies and where 
I would take my younger 
cousins to see the LEGO 
movies, I will certainly 
miss Showcase Cinemas.

Sadly, in the age of 
COVID and streaming 
services, the reality is that 
the movie theater industry 
is going away.  Just this 
month, Warner Brothers an-
nounced all its 2021 mov-
ies will be going to stream 
on HBO Max instead of to 
movie theater chains.  With 
Netflix, Amazon Prime, 
HBO Max, Disney Plus, 
Hulu and Peacock, it is 
just easier to get a movie 
straight on your TV from 
the comfort of your own 
home.  It’s unfortunate, but 
that is the reality.

Even myself, I think the 
last time I physically went 
to the movies was proba-
bly four years ago to see 
Disney’s ‘Beauty and the 
Beast.’ 

With regard to the future 
of the site, I am thrilled that 
it will remain a commercial 
property, and one that will 
bring jobs and revenue to 
the City of Revere.  Further, 
I am relieved that it will not 
be more residential apart-
ments.  One of the main 
concerns I have heard so far 
about the prospect of Ama-
zon coming to Ward Six is 
increased traffic. However, 
preliminary traffic studies 
are showing that the Ama-
zon site will actually have 
less of an impact on traf-
fic than even the current 
movie theater.  Think about 
it - when a popular movie 
would let out on a Satur-
day afternoon, you would 
get approximately 100 cars 
exiting at once.  Amazon 
staggers the exit and en-
trance times of their deliv-
ery vans to the site, as well 
as conducts its deliveries 
outside commuter peaks.

 Nonetheless, I have al-
ready begun advocating 
that Amazon be upfront in 
addressing concerns about 
traffic impacts, particu-
larly to Copeland Circle 
and Squire Road.  I made 
clear that Amazon must 
minimize effects felt on 
surrounding neighbor-
hoods from tractor trailers 
entering/departing the site 
during overnight hours.  I 
have made them aware that 
traffic sounds from Route 
60/Route 1 tend to carry/
reverberate in the neigh-
borhoods off of Squire 
Road and Washington Av-
enue, and that we have to 
make sure the traffic pat-
terns for their deliveries are 
such that there will not be a 
strain on our quality of life.

Further, I have explained 
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APARTMENT FOR 
RENT

APT FOR RENT
Winthrop - Lg deleaded 2/3 bedroom 
Apt, Section 8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, front and back 
porch. Living rm & dining rm. $1800 
per month. No pets. No utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 15, 2021. Call 617-645-7724.
(12/9, 12/16, 12/23)
_____________

ROOM

FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
_____________

East Boston, orient heights, Harbor-
view area.
Perfectly maintained move-in condi-
tion 6 room single family multi level 
colonial( previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end street. Plenty 
off street parking.
Close to Route 1 and Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

HOUSE FOR SALE

APT FOR RENT
Revere - Washington Ave newly 
remodeled 2 bdr, 2nd floor, 
W/D hookup, gas heat, minutes form 
Boston, 1 block to public transporta-
tion. $1,800/month
Available Jan. 1st
978-751-0531
-------------

By Seth Daniel

It was the worst kept 
secret in the universe, but 
on Monday afternoon, it 
finally became official – 
that of long-time House 
Speaker Bob DeLeo re-
signing his post as state 
representative and speak-
er.

Discussion of the mat-
ter began a few weeks 
ago, and hints along the 
way pointed in that defin-
itive direction since then. 
DeLeo has represented 
Winthrop and Revere – 
living in Winthrop – and 
has been a great neighbor-
ing rep to Chelsea. That 
has been particularly ev-
ident in the friendly help 
Chelsea has garnered over 
the years from its state 
delegation in the Legisla-
ture, but more precisely, 
with DeLeo’s help at the 
Soldiers’ Home.

It has been a tremen-
dous run for the Speaker, 
and for Chelsea, it has 
never hurt to have a pow-
erful friend next door.

“This House has con-
sistently led the way and 
provided solutions to 
some of the most com-
plex and challenging 
public policy problems of 
our time,” his resignation 
letter read. “It is a com-
fort for me to know that, 
through our joint efforts, 
when I leave I do so with 
the knowledge that the 
House is well positioned 
for continued success.”

With DeLeo’s resigna-
tion, it brings up an inter-
esting future for Chelsea, 
which has long called for 
having its own state repre-
sentative seat – rather than 
one shared by a powerful 
voting block like Charles-
town. Chelsea has been 
chopped up into sections 
for many years, having 
two state reps for the City 
that are virtually unwin-
nable at this point by any-
one from Chelsea. In the 
past, the voters were able 
to elect the likes of Gene 
O’Flaherty and Richie 
Voke, but the electoral 
power in Chelsea has di-
minished in recent years.

Prattville will never 
beat out West Revere, nor 

will mainland Chelsea 
ever beat out Charles-
town. 

Redistricting efforts 
that will come following 
the results of the 2020 
Census were a hopeful 
spot on the map. If Chel-
sea were to get a good 
count of residents, as 
well as the municipalities 
around it, that could lead 
to enough people on the 
books (there are already 
enough in reality) to call 
for an all-Chelsea seat – 
similar to the setup in Ev-
erett.

But the Census 2020 
was a flop due to the pan-
demic, and Chelsea is 
likely to come out of it 
with fewer people than the 
severely low figures from 
2010. With such low num-
bers, no case can be made 
for an all-Chelsea seat.

Many have, since No-
vember, been trying to 
mold the population of 
Chelsea and surrounding 
cities to see if there was 
some configuration that 
made sense. However, all 
scenarios always ran into 
the roadblock of Winthrop 
and Revere and Speaker 
DeLeo’s district. When 
one is Speaker, one’s dis-
trict doesn’t get carved up 
in redistricting. However, 
without the Speaker in 
Winthrop, many in Chel-
sea believe a new page 
has been turned on that 
process.

Winthrop has legiti-
mately lost population, 
and so it will need to gain 
more area to add to the 
current Revere/Winthrop 
tally. Some are now sug-
gesting that Prattville 
leave the Revere district, 
and make Chelsea one 
large seat – while Revere 
gains most of DeLeo’s 
portion aside from Beach-
mont. That would create a 
Beachmont, Winthrop and 
half of East Boston seat. 
Then it opens up Chelsea 
to join the western half 
of East Boston – which 
is more heavily Hispanic 
and resembles the demo-
graphics of Chelsea very 
closely. In fact, those on 
either side of the McArd-
le Bridge have common-
ly said over the last five 

years that side of Eastie 
has more in common with 
Chelsea than it does Bos-
ton. And that is true.

The issues are very 
similar for a state official.

However, what would 
be good for Chelsea might 
not be in the best inter-
est of sitting State Rep. 
Dan Ryan and East Bos-
ton Rep. Adrian Madaro. 
They will have to weigh 
in, but it wasn’t so long 
ago that Beachmont was 
in the East Boston district, 
and historically the east-
ern side of Eastie has a lot 
of cross migration with 
Winthrop. Even Speaker 
DeLeo went from East 
Boston to Winthrop in his 
early days.

For Rep. Ryan, he loves 
Chelsea, but he’s a Bos-
ton guy and understands 
the politics and process-
es there thoroughly – so 
would he be interested in 
taking on more of Boston, 
maybe downtown Boston 
and Beacon Hill for his 
district? That’s up to him, 
and only time will tell.

Were that to become a 
reality, there are no short-
age of Chelsea applicants 
for the post.

Certainly, Rep. Ry-
an’s last two opponents 
would have some interest 
in a newly configured, 
all-Chelsea seat – that be-
ing Council President Roy 
Avellaneda and Council-
lor Damali Vidot. Former 
State Rep. Candidate Todd 
Taylor would likely be an 
entry on the Republican 
side of the ticket – having 
been a rising star in the lo-
cal Republican Party.

Councillor Leo Robin-
son cannot be taken out of 
the equation, nor should 
Council Vice President 
Judith Garcia. There are 
many young business 
leaders that could be in-
terested, and a number of 
others that could likely 
surface if the opportunity 
were available.

All of it is specula-
tion, and the departure 
of Speaker DeLeo is too 
bad for the region, but it 
does open up possibilities 
for the long-dreamed-of 
all-Chelsea seat.

DeLeo resignation could open 
up possibilities for Chelsea

to their traffic point person 
that during the evening 
rush hour and on week-
ends, the queue for the 
on-ramp to Route 1 north 
backs up sometimes past 
the Four Points Sheraton, 
and that their operations 
must not contribute to 
those types of back-ups 
we already see in our 
area.  Rest assured, I as 
well as other city officials 
are working to ensure that 
the traffic impacts of this 
project are minimal, and 
know there will be a Traf-
fic Management Plan that 
will be issued to ensure 
this.

Also, I have been pleas-
antly surprised to learn 
thatNorthbridge and Am-
azon are committing to 
cleaning the wetlands area 
that surrounds the prop-
erty.  This includes the 
portion of the Town Line 
Brook that is adjacent to 
the property.  Finally, I am 
cognizant that the Show-
case Cinema property is, 
in a sense, the gateway 
to Revere – it is the first 
thing people see entering 
our city when they get 
off Route 1 from points 
north.  I do not want peo-
ple looking down from the 
Route 1 offramp to just 
see a vast parking lot with 
vans.  I am elated that from 
preliminaries, it appears 
that Northbridge Partners, 
which owns the property, 
and Amazon, who they 

are teaming up with, are 
looking to add greenery to 
the site.  From an aesthetics 
perspective, this should be 
a significant improvement 
from what you currently 
see on the highway.  I un-
derstand that this project 
is being met with mixed 
emotions, and there is a 

certain nostalgia to the fact 
that there has always been 
an entertainment venue in 
this location.  However, the 
more we learn about the 
planned upgrades for the 
site, I think this is going to 
be a positive and become 
an asset to our neighbor-
hood and community.”
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Millennium Real Estate 
291 Ferry Street 
Everett, MA 02149

Gina S Soldano REALTOR®
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TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 
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Siding, Home Repairs
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Mark Tritto 
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• Free Estimates
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SALVATION ARMY IN CHELSEA DISTRIBUTED TOYS DEC. 22
PHOTOS BY DARLENE DEVITA

As families struggle to 
make ends meet, the Sal-
vation Army on Chestnut 
Street stepped up this 
holiday season – though 
going through their own 
financial troubles – to pro-
vide gifts for needy fami-

lies in the area.
Capt. Isael Gonza-

lez said between the five 
towns they serve, includ-
ing their headquarters 
in Chelsea, they helped 
2,600 kids with gifts and 
toys this Christmas – as 

well as groceries for the 
family.

On Tuesday, Dec. 22, 
the Chelsea headquarters 
had a huge distribution ef-
fort to get the toys out to 
families that needed them.

This youngster was ready to help on Christmas.

A new baby doll was on the Christmas list of this young lady from Chelsea.Aracely Gamboa helped a client select toys from the donations.

Edith Sabala, a volunteer at the Salvation Army Center in 
Chelsea, sorted toys and helped coordinate the distribu-
tion on Dec. 22.

Volunteer Oscar Castillo waves as he organizes food sup-
plies for families on Dec. 22 at the Salvation Army.

There were no Grinches on Dec. 22 at the Salvation Army, 
but volunteer Nancy dressed up like one for the families to 
enjoy.
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