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ST. PATRICK’S DAY ROAST

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

Sen. Sal DiDomenico welcomed Senate President Karen 
Spilka to the podium during his annual DiDomenico Foun-
dation St. Patrick’s Day Roast on Friday night, March 6, in 
the Charlestown Knights of Columbus Hall. The night fea-
tured a feisty lineup and quite a few residents and public 
officials ready to celebrate with a little of the blarney.  See 
Page 6 for more photos.

PHOTO BY KEIKO HIROMI

Anna (9) and Dyana Quinom (7) at the Kelly Elementary School Cultural Celebration on 
Thursday night, March 5, in the Burke Complex cafeteria. Hundreds of students, family and 
faculty gathered to celebrate the diverse cultures in the Kelly School. See Page 7 for more 
photos.

Council doubles 
down on 
Sanctuary 
City status

By Adam Swift

The City Council reaf-
firmed Chelsea’s status as 
a Sanctuary City Monday 
night, but not without some 
dissent and heated mo-
ments.

The Council ultimate-
ly voted 9-2 to reaffirm its 
2007 designation of Chel-
sea as a Sanctuary City, 
with District 1 Councillor 
Todd Taylor and District 8 
Councillor Calvin Brown 
voting against the measure.

For the supporters of the 
order, it was seen as an op-
portunity to double down 
on Chelsea being a city 
open to immigrants and 
people of all backgrounds 
during trying political 
times.

“I’ve always been very 
proud that we are a Sanc-
tuary City … and this is 
an opportunity to reaffirm 
those values,” said Coun-
cillor-At-Large Damali Vi-
dot. “The fact is that the na-
tional rhetoric is trickling 
down to our city.”

Taylor probably knew 
he was in for some bumps 
in the road as the lone Re-
publican on the Council. 
But on Monday night, Tay-
lor fought back at what he 
said were bullying efforts 
to silence a conservative 
and dissenting voice on 
the Council. Earlier in the 
evening, Taylor also came 
under fire from School 
Committeewoman Marisol 
Santiago for his political 
views on immigration re-
garding his selection as a 
representative to the Char-
ter Review Committee.

“Two weeks ago, I made 
some comments about this 
Council when it brought 
up undocumented driv-
ers, which was complete-
ly irrelevant to this body,” 
said Taylor. “I was wrong, 
it wasn’t virtue signaling. 
This, tonight, is really a 
sneak attack on conserva-
tive voices in this commu-
nity and anyone who does 
take a different opinion.”

Taylor said it is import-
ant for everyone on the 
Council and in the city to 
have their ideas be heard 
and respected.

“I can guarantee, if the 
shoe was on the other foot, 
it would be a different sto-

By Adam Swift

The MBTA held a pub-
lic meeting last week at 
City Hall seeking input on 
its public engagement plan 
that at times became an op-
portunity for T customers to 
speak up on the variety of 
issues they see with transit 
service.

The meeting on Thurs-
day, March 5, was part of 
the public input period for 
the MBTA Public Engage-
ment Plan.

“The Public Engagement 
Plan is an opportunity for 
riders to influence what 
happens at the MBTA by 
delivering better services 
to customers,” said MBTA 
Assistant General Manag-
er for Policy Laurel Pag-
et-Seekins.

Paget-Seekins said the 
engagement plan will help 
the MBTA make better de-
cisions and strengthen proj-
ects by getting input from 
the public earlier in the pro-
cess.

Public input for the draft 
of the public engagement 
plan is still being accepted 
through March 20. Those 

who were unable to at-
tend one of the five public 
meetings (including the one 
in Chelsea) can provide 
feedback online at mbta.
com/public-engagement or 
email engagement@mbta.
com. Paget-Seekins said the 
online comments will be 
cataloged and carry just as 
much weight as any input 
from the public meetings.

Paget-Seekins pointed to 
several recent examples of 
public outreach to highlight 
what the MBTA is trying to 
accomplish, including the 
Green Line extension from 
Lechmere to Union Square 
in Somerville and the Bet-
ter Bus network redesign 
project.

Outreach efforts for 
both projects have includ-
ed community meetings, 
website and email updates, 
door-to-door canvassing, 
and automated phone calls.

“Our public engagement 
plan is meant to guide fu-
ture engagements,” Pag-
et-Seekins said. 

She said there are five 
suggested principles that 

By Adam Swift

The City’s new Charter 
Review Committee is in 
place, although some ques-
tioned the representative 
makeup of that committee 
at Monday night’s City 
Council meeting.

Once every 10 years, 
the City Council estab-
lishes a special commit-
tee to review the charter 
and to make a report, with 
recommendations, to the 
City Council concerning 
any proposed amendments 
which the committee may 
deem necessary. The re-
view committee, appointed 
by City Council President 

Roy Avellaneda, includes 
five City Councillors, three 
School Committee mem-
bers, and five members 
from the community at 
large.

Tensions were high be-
fore the committee’s names 
were even read into the re-
cord on Monday night, and 
things got no better after-
ward either.

During the public speak-
ing portion of the Council 
meeting, School Commit-
teewoman Marisol Santiago 
questioned how represen-
tative the review commit-
tee is of the community. 
She also took exception to 
District 1 Councillor Todd 

Taylor’s appointment to the 
review committee. Taylor 
is the lone Republican on 
the 11-member Council, 
and was recently elected 
Chelsea’s Republican State 
Committeeman.

“This is a once in a de-
cade opportunity where the 
city is able to look at what 
is called our City’s consti-
tution,” said Santiago.

On diversity of the com-
mission, Santiago said she 
found that the appoint-
ments willfully excluded 
the diverse living experi-
ences of people living in 
the city, specifically point-

Charter Committee picks raise some complaints

CULTURAL CELEBRATION

MBTA hears concerns in Chelsea

By Cary Shuman

While their last game 
surely stings right now, 
first-year coach Lucia Rob-
inson-Griggs and her Vas-
sar College women’s bas-
ketball team will  soon look 
back at their season with 
great pride and a full sense 
of achievement.

Robinson-Griggs took 
her No. 2-seeded Lady 
Brewers to the Liber-
ty League championship 
game where they fell to 
No. 1-seeded Ithaca, 73-71, 
with the hosts scoring the 
winning hoop with just 0.3 
seconds left on the clock.

Ithaca (22-5) received 
the league’s automatic bid 
to the NCAA Tournament 
while Vassar finished its 
season with a 19-8 record.

“I think it was a great, 
competitive season,” said 
Robinson-Griggs, daugh-
ter of Councillor-at-Large 
Leo Robinson and Linda 
Alioto-Robinson. “We fell 
short of where we wanted 
to be, but we had some re-
ally great moments. It was 

the first time we swept a 
Senior Weekend (wins over 
Union and William Smith 
College on Senior Day) in 

six years.”
Robinson-Griggs’ con-

tingent did well with 
the league’s post-season 
awards. One of her athletes, 
senior Sophie Nick, was se-
lected the Liberty League 
Player of the Year. 

“Sophie also holds the 
NCAA record for shooting 
percentage (97.7 percent), 
noted Robinson-Griggs.

 Another Vassar player, 
senior Jackie Cenan, was 
selected All-League Second 
Team.

Robinson-Griggs has be-
gun looking ahead to next 
season.

“I’m excited to get on the 
road and recruit and contin-
ue to build up the program 
and really put us on the na-
tional stage,” said Robin-
son, who intends to recruit 
high school players in the 
greater Boston area. 

She said an immediate 
goal at Vassar is winning 
the league championship. 
“I think there are so many 

A Successful Debut
Robinson-Griggs leads Vassar to the brink of an NCAA Tourney bid

See CHARTER Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Acting with an abun-
dance of caution, Supt. Almi 
Abeyta closed the Clark Av-
enue School on Wednesday, 
March 11, over concerns 
about an adult staff member 
who had traveled to Italy 
and wasn’t feeling well.

After a deep-cleaning 
of the school all day, and 
further investigation of the 
staff member, everything 
was determined to be fine. 
The school re-opened for 
classes today, March 12.

“I had asked staff for in-
formation if they had trav-
eled to Italy and we could 
assess if they were a high-
risk or a low-risk,” she said. 
“I was made aware late on 
Tuesday night about a staff 
member who had been feel-
ing ill and had traveled to 
Italy. Out of an abundance 
of caution and care for our 
students and staff, I made 
the decision with the infor-
mation I had to close school 

and do a deep cleaning. 
At the same time, we got 
more information from the 
person in question. Today 
(Wednesday), we’ve been 
getting more information 
and are working with the 
Health Department.”

Abeyta said after further 
investigation, they decided 
to re-open today.

“The Clark Avenue 
School will be open March 
12 at the regular time,” 
she wrote in a statement. 
“There is no report that 
any individual at the Clark 
Avenue Middle School has 
the COVID-19 virus. In 
addition, to the best of our 
knowledge, there is current-
ly no resident in Chelsea 
with the virus.”

Supt. Abeyta said the 
Clark Avenue was the only 
school with such precau-
tions, and there currently 
are no plans to take the 
same precautions at any 
other school right now.

Clark Avenue School 
closed Wednesday on 
COVID-19 precautions
School re-opened after deep cleaning

See MBTA Page 3

Lucia Robinson-Griggs has 
completed her first season 
as head coach of the Vassar 
College women’s basket-
ball team.

See LUCIA Page 2
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great things to build on. The 
team is so driven and our 
league is so competitive – 
I know the players want to 
win a league championship 
and add more years to those 
banners in our gymnasium. 
There’s no doubt in mind 
that this is a place where 
it’s possible and we’ll get 
there. I’m excited for the 
future.”

Robinson-Griggs, who 

excelled in basketball, soft-
ball, and soccer at Pope 
John High School and later 
played college basketball 
at Bentley, was previously 
an associate head coach at 
MIT. She has also played 
women’s professional 
football and coached high 
school football.

Leo Robinson coached 
his daughter in the Pope 
John basketball program.

“It was a great oppor-
tunity and she was a fun-
damentally sound player,” 
said Robinson. “I’m not 
surprised how successful 
she has been as a basketball 
coach. She has all the ingre-
dients to be a great basket-
ball coach.”

Former Chelsea High 
director of athletics Frank 
DePatto saw Lucia play 
high school basketball for 
Pope John on numerous oc-
casions.

“Lucia was a tremen-
dous player and an espe-
cially accurate free throw 
shooter – I think she shot 90 
percent from the line,” said 
DePatto. “I was always im-
pressed by the knowledge 
Lucia had of the game of 
basketball. I think it’s great 
that she took a coaching op-
portunity out of state. She 
is an up and coming star 
in the coaching profession 
and I’m sure we’re going 
to be hearing a lot about 
her as she continues in her 
career.”

Lucia/Continued from Page 1

Charter/Continued from Page 1
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

Fouiteh, Maria Degois, Jose 124 Addison St #13        $299,974

222 Clark Avenue LLC PCS Dixwell RT       222 Clark Ave             $750,000

Landaverde, Angel Aguilar, Cesar A 35 Eden St                   $375,000

Martinez, Reina Flores Jose A Est       45 Sagamore Ave          $625,000

 
Calling all 
crafters! 
  

                Registration is now open 
               Spring Craft Fair 
        Saturday, May 9, 2020 from 11AM to 3PM 

First Congregational Church Chelsea, Is having its first 
Craft Fair in years! We were one of the iconic sites  

for craft fairs back in the day!  
Limited number of tables available!  

Email us at: 
Dimihill31@gmail.com  or veraliz@live.com  

 
Registration fee $35 plus a donation of vendor item of $15 minimum for our 

raffle (6ft table and 2 chairs + 1 lunch voucher provided BRING YOUR 
OWN TABLECLOTH) set up time 10am to 11am. 

 
 

——— Registration is now open! ———

Spring Craft Fair 
 Saturday, May 9, 2020 from 11AM to 3PM 

First Congregational Church Chelsea, Is having its
first Craft Fair in years! We were one of the iconic

sites for craft fairs back in the day!  
Limited number of tables available!  

Email us at: 
Dimihill31@gmail.com  or  veraliz@live.com  

Registration fee $35 plus a donation of vendor item of $15 minimum for our raffle (6ft 
table and 2 chairs + 1 lunch voucher provided BRING YOUR OWN TABLECLOTH) 

Set Up Time 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

EBNHC, Greater Boston preparing for coronavirus
By John Lynds

It was only a matter of 
time before the corona-
virus, or COVID-19, that 
spread across China landed 
in Boston. The Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission an-
nounced that as of Monday, 
there was one confirmed 
case of coronavirus in Bos-
ton and eight cases that are 
presumed positive. The 
presumptive positive cases 
did not require hospitaliza-
tion and are self-isolating at 
home. The CDC is current-
ly testing to confirm these 
eight cases.

Coronaviruses are a 
large family of viruses 
that includes MERS and 
SARS. The most recent-
ly discovered coronavirus 
causes coronavirus disease 
COVID-19. This new virus 
and disease were unknown 
before the outbreak began 
in Wuhan, China, in De-
cember 2019. 

According to the BPHC, 
there is no evidence of 
community transmission in 
Boston right now. The risk 
remains low, but this situa-
tion is evolving rapidly and 
changes day to day.   

“BPHC is engaging in 
daily communications with 
the CDC, the Massachu-
setts Department of Public 
Health (MDPH), City of 
Boston departments and 
other community partners 
to make sure we have the 
latest information on guid-
ance, best practices and 
recommendations,” said 
the BPHC in a statement. 
“BPHC will provide updat-
ed information on this web-
site and on our social me-
dia channels as it becomes 

available. We are confident 
the City of Boston will be 
ready for a safe and effec-
tive response as the situa-
tion develops.”

Over at East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter U.S. Congressman and 
Senate candidate Joseph 
Kennedy III participated in 
a roundtable at the Health 
Center to discuss the sta-
tus, needs and preparedness 
for  COVID-19.  The goal 
of the meeting was to pro-
vide assistance to Kennedy 
in disseminating appropri-
ate and timely information 
regarding the virus. The 
discussion consisted of best 
practices and recommenda-
tions on how to respond to 
COVID-19.

Of particular interest 
was the potential impact on 
Eastie’s senior population, 
the role of our emergency 
department and the partner-
ship with Massport and the 
City’s Public Health De-
partment.

“The coronavirus out-
break is the number one 
priority for the Health Cen-
ter and the communities we 
serve. Like other healthcare 
organizations, we have en-
acted our Emergency Op-
erations Planning and put 
protocols into place to en-
sure the safety of our staff, 
patients and members of 
our Neighborhood PACE 
program,” said EBNHC 
President and CEO Manny 
Lopes. “We are fortunate 
that we have had no active 
cases of the coronavirus 
present here at EBNHC, 
but regardless we must 
remain vigilant. East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center has been providing 

quality care to the residents 
of East Boston and our sur-
rounding communities for 
the last 50 years and we 
remain steadfastly com-
mitted to caring for all in 
our community during this 
crisis. We will continue to 
work closely with the De-
partment of Public Health, 
the Boston Department 
of Public Health and both 
State and Federal Govern-
ment as every day brings 
forth new information and 
recommended guidelines.”

When the outbreak in 
Wuhan, China, began, many 
patients reported links to a 
large seafood and animal 
market. This suggested that 
it was spread from animal 
to people. However, it is 
now clear that COVID-19 
spreads mainly from per-
son to person. It is spread 
through respiratory droplets 
produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes. 
These droplets can land 
on people who are nearby 
(within six feet). It may 
also be possible for a per-
son to get COVID-19 by 
touching a contaminated 
surface or object and then 
touching their own mouth, 
nose, or eyes.   

“To ensure the safety 
of staff and patients and 
to contain the spread of 
the coronavirus as much 
as possible, East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter has instituted a very 
thorough screening process 
in our Call Centers and in 
our various clinical depart-
ments,” said EBNHC Chief 
Medical Officer Jackie Fan-
tes. “Patients are screened 
for symptoms if they have 
had any exposure or have 

traveled outside of the 
area recently. If testing is 
deemed necessary, the State 
Lab will process the results. 
We’re hoping to have ac-
cess to private labs as well. 
Thankfully, flu season is 
subsiding and that should 
help eliminate a lot confu-
sion over symptoms in the 
coming weeks. Given that 
the elderly population is at 
the highest risk, we are fo-
cused on our Neighborhood 
PACE Program and are tak-
ing every step possible to 
continue giving high-qual-
ity care both at our PACE 
Centers and in their homes 
without compromising their 
risks further. Throughout 
this crisis, we must still care 
for all of the health issues 
our community faces and 
it is important that people 
don’t avoid necessary care 
because of this crisis.  We 
are grateful for our skilled 
and determined staff for the 
work they are doing every 
day.”

EBNHC Vice President 
of Human Resources Ste-
ven Snyder added, “The 
safety of our staff is always 
a priority for us. Balanc-
ing the need to care for 
the community during this 
crisis with the concerns of 
our own staff is no easy 
task, but we are fortunate to 
have an incredibly commit-
ted team here at the Health 
Center who always rises to 
the occasion. We will con-
tinue to take every step we 
can to see that our staff is 
utilizing best practices in 
infection control in the care 
of our patients, in their nor-
mal work day and in their 
personal lives.”

There is currently no vac-

EBNHC President and CEO Manny Lopes and U.S. Con-
gressman Joseph Kennedy III address the crowd during the 
roundtable discussion concerning COVID-19. 

EBNHC Chief Medical Officer Jackie Fantes and BPHC Exec-
utive Director Rita Nieves. 

cine to prevent COVID-19. 
The best way to prevent in-
fection is to avoid being ex-
posed to this virus. BPHC 
recommends standard 
precautions to prevent the 
spread of respiratory virus-
es, like those that cause the 
flu or a cold:

• Wash your hands often 
with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds, especially 
after going to the bathroom; 
before eating; and after 
blowing your nose, cough-
ing, or sneezing.

• If soap and water are 
not readily available, use 
an alcohol-based hand san-
itizer with at least 60% al-

cohol.
• Avoid touching your 

eyes, nose, and mouth with 
unwashed hands.

• Avoid close contact 
with people who are sick.

• Stay home when you 
are sick.

• Cover your cough or 
sneeze with a tissue, then 
throw the tissue in the trash.

• Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched objects 
and surfaces using a regular 
household cleaning spray 
or wipe.

• Avoid spitting in pub-
lic.  

• Get a flu shot.  

ing out a dearth of single 
mothers, tenants, and peo-
ple who work in immigrant 
services.

“Upon looking at the 
Council members selected, 
diversity is not just race and 
ethnicity, diversity is voice 
and representation,” said 
Santiago.

In addition to Taylor, the 
Council members appoint-
ed to the review committee 
were Judith Garcia, who 
will be the chairperson; Leo 
Robinson, Calvin Brown, 
and Melinda-Vega Maldo-
nado. The School Commit-
tee members are Rosemarie 
Carlisle, Yesenia Alfaro, 
and Henry Wilson; and the 
Chelsea residents are Alex 
Balcarcel, Jason Stock-
er, Mary Bourque, Mimi 
Rancatore, and Sharlene 
McLean. The School Com-
mittee representatives were 
selected by School Com-
mittee Chair Kelly Garcia.

“Per the charter, the City 
Council President is re-
sponsible for the decision 
for what the process was,” 

said Santiago. “It was in 
your authority and your 
discretion, but it is the re-
sponsibility of the City 
Council to make sure (the 
committee) is inclusive and 
representative of the City 
population.”

Taylor was singled out 
by Santiago for his inclu-
sion on the review commit-
tee as she cited his recent 
Republican State Com-
mittee campaign literature 
which she said advocated 
against illegal immigration 
and sanctuary city status.

She said these views 
were not in line with the 
City’s ideals and asked 
Avellaneda to consider ei-
ther replacing Taylor on 
the review committee, or 
looking at its overall com-
position.

“I’m concerned about 
that rhetoric and concerned 
about someone trying to 
represent the City in a char-
ter review that will deter-
mine what the city is going 
to look like for the next 10 
years,” said Santiago.

Avellaneda gave Taylor 
the opportunity to respond 
to Santiago, since she 
brought him up by name 
during the public speak-
ing portion of the Council 
meeting.

“I have never brought 
national politics to this 
body, but they are being 
brought here tonight, but 
that is being brought here 
tonight where it seems I am 
being asked to step down 
for my views,” said Taylor.

Taylor said there is a di-
versity of not just race, but 
also opinion in Chelsea, 
and he said he supported 
people’s right to be critical. 
He added that immigration 
and sanctuary city status 
are complicated issues he 
would be happy to discuss 
with anyone who wants to.

“If someone called me 
to discuss it, I’d be happy 
to do it, rather than coming 
to give public speeches to 
condemn me,” said Taylor. 
“It is a dialogue that I am 
happy to have, but I don’t 
appreciate people coming 

up and attacking me for 
something I had not brought 
to the Council. I have never 
brought national problems 
to this board; I was elect-
ed to solve the problems of 
Chelsea and that is what I 
am going to do.”

Later in the meet-
ing, Councillor-At-Large 
Damali Vidot also criticized 
the representative make-
up of the Charter Review 
Commission. Both Santi-
ago and Vidot had applied 
to be on the Committee, but 
were not chosen.

“I’m extremely disap-
pointed with this Charter 
Review Committee,” said 
Vidot, adding she felt the 
commission was one-sid-
ed in terms of the Council 
members selected, and that 
it lacked adequate represen-
tation of the City’s Latino 
population, tenants, single 
mothers, and mothers of 
school-aged children.

“We have the opportu-
nity to reflect the charter 
as being more reflective of 
our new community,” said 

Vidot. “It needs to be more 
multi-dimensional, and not 
just perpetuating the same 
crap that always happens.”

District 4 Councillor 
Enio Lopez also said that 
he did not believe he saw 
enough Latino representa-
tion on the Charter Review 
Committee.

Robinson said he took 
offense at Vidot’s charac-
terization of the committee, 
stating that all those named 
would be fair and above re-
proach.

Avellaneda also defend-
ed the process of appoint-
ing the committee, pointing 
out that it is both a major-
ity-minority committee and 
a majority female commit-
tee.

“There was a question 
about the diversity and the 
makeup, if someone was to 
look at this and see there are 
seven women on this com-
mittee, six men; seven (of 
the committee) are majority 
minority,” said Avellane-
da. “On the resident side 
we have a business back-

ground, health and service, 
and as we just saw, a range 
of ideology and opinions 
and parties on the issue.”

The Council President 
said he did his best to make 
the committee as diverse as 
possible.

“Of course, any time you 
have a committee like this, 
of course there is going to 
be some public comments 
and criticism, but I did my 
best based on the submis-
sions that were from the 
residents themselves,” said 
Avellaneda. “I hope the 
people will be a little more 
satisfied once they see the 
process.”

Avellaneda also stat-
ed that any member of the 
Council, School Commit-
tee, or the public can attend 
meetings and make sugges-
tions to the Charter Review 
Committee as the process 
gets underway.
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By Seth Daniel

The Chelsea Night Mar-
ket is scheduled to return 
this summer and highlight 
a packed schedule of events 
in the downtown area, ac-
cording to Mimi Graney of 
Chelsea Prospers.

“The Night Market is 
coming back again,” she 
said. “We’re going to do 
the first one at the end of 
May, and we’ll go into Sep-
tember. Last year we did 
one in October but it was a 
little too chilly.”

The hours of the market 
are also scaled back a little 
bit, ending at 9 p.m. and be-
ginning at 6 p.m.

“The Market was very 
popular with young fami-
lies so we’re going to end at 
9 p.m. this year,” she said. 
“Many people were leaving 

before 10 p.m. last year.”
The Night Market pre-

miered last summer and 
was a very popular attrac-
tion in the downtown on 
Luther Place – a City park-
ing lot that has been known 
in the past more for trouble 
and hijinks than for fun and 
games.

The Night Market runs 
one time a month, and fea-
tures entertainment, special 
performances, local food 
and local vendors.

Other events include:

•The annual Paw-Raid 
Dog Parade will take place 
on May 16, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

•The Fiesta Verano will 
take place on June 13 with 
either a carnival or drum-
ming theme.

•there will be a com-
munity dining experience 
on the law activity on July 
1, but before that, every 
Wednesday in June, from 
5-8 p.m., there will be 
preparations for the big 
event. They will collect old 
outdoor furniture and paint 
it during the Wednesday 
work nights, then place it 
all on the green space in 
Chelsea Square. On July 
1, they’ll have a huge com-
munity potluck at the Com-
munity Dining Room.

•Creative Crosswalks 
will be coming to Divi-
sion Street in the next few 
months. Graney said they 
are pursuing grant funding 
to put up the artistic cross-
walks, but would use City 
funds if they don’t get state 
money.

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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Sometimes 
you need 
God. 

      Pray 
      Sing 
      Reflect 
  
                Awesome coffee hours! 
First Congregational Church Chelsea, UCC 
                           “The church on the hill” 

       26 County Rd, Chelsea MA 02150 
                                 Sunday worship 10:45 am 

 
Calling all 
crafters! 
  

                Registration is now open 
               Spring Craft Fair 
        Saturday, May 9, 2020 from 11AM to 3PM 

First Congregational Church Chelsea, Is having its first 
Craft Fair in years! We were one of the iconic sites  

for craft fairs back in the day!  
Limited number of tables available!  

Email us at: 
Dimihill31@gmail.com  or veraliz@live.com  

 
Registration fee $35 plus a donation of vendor item of $15 minimum for our 

raffle (6ft table and 2 chairs + 1 lunch voucher provided BRING YOUR 
OWN TABLECLOTH) set up time 10am to 11am. 

 
 

Staff Report

The U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice announced on March 
6 a $7,000 settlement with 
44 Hawthorne, LLC and its 
owner, Alek Vienneau, to 
resolve allegations that they 
submitted false claims to 
the federal government af-
ter receiving impermissible 
excess rent payments from 
a low-income tenant while 
participating in a federal 
housing subsidy program.

The Department of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) pro-
vides federal funding 
through the Federal Hous-
ing Choice Voucher pro-
gram, commonly referred 
to as “Section 8,” to assist 
low-income individuals in 
securing safe housing. The 
funding is provided through 
vouchers that are adminis-
tered by local public hous-
ing agencies. The housing 
subsidy, which may cover 

all or a portion of a tenant’s 
monthly rent, is paid di-
rectly to the landlord. As a 
condition for receiving the 
housing subsidy, the land-
lord contractually agrees 
not to charge the Section 8 
tenant rent in excess of the 
amount set by the public 
housing agency. 

Despite this restriction, 
44 Hawthorne, LLC and 
its owner, Alek Vienneau, 
allegedly collected excess 
rent from a Section 8 tenant 
for five months between 
June and November 2017. 
Denise Komnenus, the Sec-
tion 8 tenant, first raised 
this allegation in a lawsuit 
filed against the defendants 
under the qui tam, or whis-
tleblower, provisions of the 
False Claims Act.                                                     

“The Section 8 program 
provides crucial funding for 
low income individuals to 
afford safe housing,” said 
United States Attorney An-
drew E. Lelling. “We will 

hold accountable landlords 
who benefit from the pro-
gram and then take advan-
tage of their tenants.”

“This settlement is the 
latest example of our con-
tinued commitment to hold 
landlords accountable for 
actions that seek to enrich 
themselves at the expense 
of our poorest neighbors,” 
said Special Agent in 
Charge Christina Scaringi, 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment, Office of Inspector 
General.

The False Claims Act 
allows private citizens 
with knowledge of fraud to 
bring civil actions on behalf 
of the government and to 
share in any recovery. The 
settlement agreement re-
quires the defendants to pay 
$7,000 to the United States. 
Ms. Komnenus will receive 
approximately $1,540 of 
the recovery in this case.

By Adam Swift

The School Department 
may soon need to look for 
additional classroom space, 
as the system has seen a big 
increase in enrollment this 
year.

At last Thursday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Supt. Almi Abeyta up-
dated the Committee on the 
latest enrollment numbers. 
With the latest report show-
ing 6,312 students in the 
public schools, Abeyta said 
enrollment has increased by 
200 students over this time 
last year.

“The increases in enroll-
ment are across the board,” 
said Abeyta. “We are not 
anticipating huge jumps 
next year, but that is a huge 
increase for this year.”

With City Council Rep-
resentative Leo Robinson 
in attendance, Abeyta noted 
that the school- and city-
sides of the government 
may need to work on some 
planning.

“With that number in-

crease, we will need to look 
at space,” she said.

In other business, the 
School Committee renewed 
a contract with Assistant 
Superintendent for Stu-
dent Support Adam Delei-
di through the end of the 
school year. Deleidi’s con-
tract had been up on March 
5. Under the new contract, 
Deleidi’s salary is $144,000 
per year.

•Assistant Superinten-
dent Sarah Kent updated 
the committee on several 
indicators of success for 
the schools, including the 
official state Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) gradua-
tion rates for 2019-2020.

The four-year gradua-
tion rate of 64.1 percent is 
1.6 percent above last year, 
just short of the 2 percent 
increase goal. However, 
the rate is higher than at 
any time in at least the past 
five years, and is nearly 7 
percent about the four-year 
graduation rate for 2016-
17.

District-wide attendance 
rates are down slightly 
from this time last year, 
with a year-to-date atten-
dance rate of 92.6 percent. 
The district’s goal for daily 
attendance is 95 percent.

School Committeeman 
Henry Wilson asked if a 
new attendance officer in 
the system will help in-
crease attendance rates and 
lower dropout rates.

“We are hoping that more 
feet on the ground will help 
motivate kids,” Kent said.

•The Committee also 
approved moving $1 mil-
lion in funds from benefits, 
payroll adjustments, and 
insurance that are not need-
ed this year to help pay for 
some one-time facilities ex-
penses.

A $35,743 civics and 
learning grant was accept-
ed from DESE, as well as 
a $3,000 honorarium from 
the National Science Foun-
dation for participation in 
the Acceleration of Com-
puting and Equity in High 
School Fellowship grant.

Chelsea landlord agrees to settle false claims act allegations 

Enrollment up, space an issue at schools

will help guide that pro-
cess, including developing 
strong community partners; 
strategic outreach to voices 
that have not always been 
traditionally heard; build-
ing inclusive, diverse, and 
accessible environments; 
having respectful and solu-
tions-based dialogue; and 
being transparent with the 
process.

During the question 
and answer session, Pag-
et-Seekins was asked why 
only one of the five public 
hearings on the plan were 
held in Boston. A number 
of those who attended the 
Chelsea meeting last week 
traveled to Chelsea after be-
ing unable to make it to the 
Boston hearing.

“We serve 175 towns, 
but the most ridership is in 
Boston,” said Paget-Seek-
ins. “The question is how 
we reach as many people 
outside of meetings, as 
well.”

Several members of the 
Boston-based Alternatives 
for Community and Envi-
ronment (ACE), a transpor-
tation justice community 

organization, raised their 
concerns about how the 
MBTA has handled past en-
gagement efforts.

Some of those concerns 
included a lack of using 
existing MBTA resources, 
such as advertising and vid-
eo messaging, to spread the 
word about upcoming proj-
ects. Several riders also said 
that the messaging of the 
Better Bus project did not 
clearly state that the project 
would include the rerouting 
of bus stops, and that there 
has sometimes been less 
community engagement for 
projects that impact more 
minority-based communi-
ties.

Paget-Seekins said the 
MBTA is taking into con-
sideration ways it can reach 
out to people and neighbor-
hoods that are impacted by 
MBTA projects, including 
going directly to housing 
complexes or communi-
ty centers. She was also 
asked about the possibility 
of the MBTA holding af-
finity-group based meet-
ings for people of different 
backgrounds, pointing out 

that there is one group al-
ready for people with dis-
abilities.

Chelsea resident Susan 
Backstrom said the disabili-
ty group meetings are effec-
tive, but could go further.

“The only issue is that it 
is in English,” said Back-
strom. “Chelsea has more 
than 50 percent of its popu-
lation that is Spanish speak-
ing, that is a difference.”

While there was a focus 
on ways to improve the 
engagement of the MBTA, 
there were also several 
questions raised about other 
service issues and fare in-
creases during the meeting.

While not directly relat-
ed to the goal of the meet-
ing, Paget-Seekins and sev-
eral other MBTA officials 
did take time to answer as 
many questions as they 
could.

Paget-Seekins also said 
it was a great point raised 
by several residents that the 
MBTA could increase its 
transparency by more ef-
fectively communicating its 
financial data to the public.

ry,” he said.
Taylor, the Republican 

State Committeeman rep-
resenting Chelsea, said he 
separates his City-elected 
work from his work as a 
Republican elected official 
at the state level.

“If people want to have 
a legitimate debate (on 
sanctuary cities), I’m not 
afraid to debate it,” he said. 
“It’s a complicated issue 
… but the debate needs to 
be respectful and it does 
not need to be hateful. As 
a Republican official rep-
resenting the city of Chel-
sea, I have felt extra hatred, 
even having people sending 
death threats to my phone.”

Taylor also noted that 
reaffirming Chelsea as 
a Sanctuary City would 
do nothing to change the 
2007 vote. He added that 
he would continue to vote 
against any partisan issue 

brought before the Council, 
whether he agreed with it 
or not.

Brown took a different 
approach in voting against 
the order, noting that he 
supported Chelsea being 
a Sanctuary City, but that 
reaffirming that would 
not be necessary when the 
measure is already on the 
books. Brown said word 
about Chelsea’s Sanctuary 
City status is still effec-
tively communicated and 
enforced.

“I’m not voting for this 
because 13 years ago those 
in office voted for it be-
cause they wanted it to be 
the law of the land,” said 
Brown. “There is no need 
to reaffirm it, we have it 
here.”

Councillor-At-Large 
Leo Robinson also noted 
that there was no need to 
vote to reaffirm the status, 

although he ultimately did 
vote in favor of it, noting 
during roll call that he vot-
ed for Sanctuary City status 
during the original vote in 
2007.

District 4 Councillor 
Enio Lopez countered that 
reaffirming Sanctuary City 
status is important to help 
protect Chelsea’s most vul-
nerable residents.

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda said he could 
understand there were 
some questions about why 
Sanctuary City status was 
being broached again.

“When you bring atten-
tion to it is when you feel 
like your residents are be-
ing attacked; that’s when 
you double down,” he said. 
“We need to double down 
and say we have the same 
values we had back then.”

Sanctuary /Continued from Page 1

Chelsea Night Market to return in 
another power-packed summer

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 
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LETTER to the Editor

Guest Op-ed

Have a hippity-hoppity holiday
By Melissa Martin, Ph.D.

This year, Easter falls on 
Sunday, April 12. So, make 
your menu, sew your outfit, 
and decorate your dwelling 
while there’s still time. 

Easter has become a 
commercial event catered 
toward children with bas-
kets full of chocolate rab-
bits, dyed eggs, jelly beans, 
and other sweet treats. Eas-
ter is the second best-sell-
ing candy holiday in Amer-
ica after Halloween. Keep 
that a secret from your kid’s 
dentist.

How interesting that a 
dog is in the running to 
be the next Cadbury bun-
ny—that will be one funny 
bunny. And I voted for the 
two-legged dog from New 
Richmond, Ohio, to be the 
2020 candy canine. Bark 
for the bunny! Lt. Dan is 
named after the “Forrest 
Gump” character who lost 
his legs overseas in com-
bat. What animal lover can 
resist a disabled dog wear-
ing long ears and a fluffy 
tail. Cadbury issued a cast-
ing call for all pets to enter 
the contest to become the 
next Cadbury Bunny. Lt. 
Dan the dog is competing 
against a mini-horse, llama, 
pig, hamster, duck and two 
cats. The winner of the con-

test will star in Cadbury’s 
new TV commercial and re-
ceive $5,000. The Cadbury 
Bunny Tryouts Contest is 
sponsored by The Hershey 
Company in Hershey, Pa.
Vote at www.bunnytryouts.
cadburyusa.com.

How interesting that a 
giant bunny carries a huge 
basket and hops down the 
bunny trail to deliver col-
ored eggs to children. Ar-
en’t the hens steamed? It’s 
hard work laying eggs, only 
to give the credit to a happy 
hare. Plastic lookalike eggs 
have replaced boiled eggs 
in the annual Easter egg 
hunts. The chickens don’t 
have to work as long during 
the season, but please give 
the poor cluckers a raise 
and retirement benefits. But 
no billionaire bunnies al-
lowed according to Bernie. 

The White House Easter 
Egg Roll is an annual tra-
dition. Since 1878, when 
Rutherford B. Hayes was 
in office, American presi-
dents have hosted the party 
on the lawn according to 
the White House Histor-
ical Association website. 
The liberals probably want 
to roll Trump down Capi-
tol Hill—then he will have 
a bad ‘hare’ day. Sorry, I 
couldn’t resist a hair joke. 
Womp womp.

The following corny 

jokes were found at www.
southernliving.com. Q: 
Therapist: What’s been up 
lately? A: Chocolate bun-
ny: I don’t know, I just feel 
so hollow inside. Q: How 
can you tell which rabbits 
are oldest in a group? A: 
Just look for the gray hares. 
Q: Where does the Easter 
Bunny go when he needs 
a new tail? A: To a re-tail 
store.

What’s for Easter Din-
ner?

“In early Jewish histo-
ry, lambs were sacrificed as 
offerings to God and served 
regularly as part of the 
Passover feast. Then, when 
Jesus died during Passover, 
he represented the ultimate 
sacrifice for sin, the “lamb 
of God,” and the animal 
evolved into a potent sym-
bol for Christians, especial-
ly at Easter. Many Ortho-
dox Christians still follow 
the Jewish Orthodox cus-
toms of not eating any pork, 
so lamb takes center stage 
at their Easter meal. Others, 
however, wouldn’t imag-
ine Easter without ham. 
Symbolizing “good luck” 
for many cultures around 
the world, it made a fitting 
meal at all sorts of feasts 
and celebrations, accord-
ing to the Encyclopedia of 
Religion. Some historians 
believe Easter’s spring tim-

ing also factored into the 
choice: Farmers typical-
ly slaughtered pigs in the 
fall and then took several 
months to smoke the pork, 
making a ham ready just 
in time for Easter dinner.” 
www.goodhousekeeping.
com.

The Real Deal of Easter
“The Bible makes no 

mention of a long-eared, 
short-tailed creature who 
delivers decorated eggs 
to well-behaved children 
on Easter Sunday; never-
theless, the Easter bunny 
has become a prominent 
symbol of Christianity’s 
most important holiday,” 
according to an article at 
www.history.com.

 Easter is a deeply re-
ligious holiday for many, 
packed with significance 
in the resurrection story of 
Christ. Good Friday marks 
Jesus’s crucifixion and Eas-
ter Sunday celebrates his 
resurrection. The crucifix-
ion of Jesus is recorded in 
the New Testament books, 
known as the Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.

Blessings to all my peeps 
at Easter!

 Melissa Martin, Ph.D., 
is an author, columnist, 
educator, and therapist. 
She lives in Ohio.

OUR UNDERPREPARED 
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

The coronavirus pandemic that is sweeping across the 
world has highlighted how ill-prepared the U.S. health-
care system has become for dealing with a national health 
emergency of this potential magnitude.

The U.S. has lagged far behind other nations in terms of 
testing our citizens to determine whether they have con-
tracted Covid-19. Not only did our government not have 
anywhere near the number of test kits available to meet 
the demand for testing, but those that we did have were 
defective. 

As a result, we have lost precious time in identifying 
how many of our citizens have the disease and the extent 
of the outbreak in specific parts of the country.

Cutbacks in the budgets of the federal agencies respon-
sible for ensuring our nation’s health have reduced the 
ability of the federal government to respond to such threats 
speedily and competently.

However,  there is a much-deeper problem that has been 
looming for years.

The closing of community hospitals throughout the na-
tion in the past few decades has created a crisis that already 
has placed our healthcare system at the breaking point -- a 
situation that will only get worse as the Baby Boomers be-
gin to reach their late 70s and 80s.

Anybody who has been to a hospital emergency room 
recently knows all too well that our healthcare system is 
woefully inadequate even in the best of times.

The 46,500 beds in intensive care in the United States 
are occupied virtually 24/7/365 by mostly elderly persons 
with a wide range of health issues. Covid-19, if uncon-
trolled, might lead to up to 1.9 million ICU admissions, ac-
cording to projections presented to the American Hospital 
Association -- a situation for which we have nowhere near 
the capacity or capability.

Even without a pandemic or similar national health 
emergency, our health care system is a disaster waiting to 
happen in the years ahead.

SCHOOL 
COMMITTEEWOMAN 
OPPOSES CHOICE 
OF COUNCILOR FOR 
CHARTER REVIEW

Dear Editor,
Every 10 years, the City 

of Chelsea gets to re-eval-
uate its City Charter, ulti-
mately proposing and mak-
ing changes to our City’s 
constitution. Over the past 
decade, Chelsea has con-
tinued to be the welcoming 
gateway that it has been for 
well over a century, receiv-
ing immigrants from across 
the globe with open arms as 
they begin a new life in our 
city, our Commonwealth, 
and our country. I was dis-
appointed with the compo-
sition of this year’s Charter 
Review Commission be-
cause it lacks the diversity 
that has made Chelsea what 
it is today, but one member 
in particular stood out as 
antithetical to the values of 
our community: Councilor 
Todd Taylor.

Earlier this week, I saw 
a postcard that Councilor 

Taylor used for his recent 
re-election to the Massa-
chusetts Republican State 
Committee along with 
his wife, Regina. In it, he 
proudly vocalized his sup-
port for Donald Trump and 
used xenophobic language 
in order to draw support 
from the type of voters that 
create fear and restlessness 
in immigrant communities 
like Chelsea. He said they 
would fight to prevent Mas-
sachusetts from becoming a 
sanctuary state and to “de-
fend President Trump.”

At Monday night’s City 
Council meeting I spoke 
out against Councilor Tay-
lor’s inclusion as a member 
of the City Charter Review 
Commission because I be-
lieve that he is someone 
who stands in stark contrast 
to the values of our com-
munity. If the purpose of 
this commission is to gather 
feedback from our commu-
nity and present recommen-
dations, how can we trust 
that he will have the best 
interests of our community 
at heart, instead of the inter-
ests of his anti-immigrant 
right-wing ideology? Giv-

en that the 2020 Census is 
also underway, will people 
feel empowered and trust in 
their government to make 
sure they are counted when 
these statements and posi-
tions are on public display?

After I spoke, Councilor 
Taylor defended himself 
by saying that he does not 
bring national politics into 
Chelsea. However, as for-
mer U.S. House Speaker 
Tip O’Neill said, “all pol-
itics are local,” and this 
could not be more true right 
now. The federal govern-
ment is attacking our im-
migrant communities in a 
manner never seen before. 
Our residents feel threat-
ened by the Trump admin-
istration, and Councilor 
Taylor stands in support of 
this, generating fear within 
our community.

Regarding my asking for 
him to step down from the 
Charter Review Commis-
sion, he said that I would 
also love for him to step 
down from his seat on the 
City Council. However, he 
was duly elected to this of-
fice, and thus it is his right 
to be a City Councilor for 

the duration of his term. 
Being on the Charter Re-
view Commission, how-
ever, is not his right. It is 
a privilege that can be af-
forded to him by the City 
Council President. I believe 
that his membership in this 
Commission will create 
an atmosphere of fear that 
will taint the democratic 
process of the Charter Re-
view Commission, and for 
that reason ask that he step 
down from his position, or 
that the City Council re-
consider affording him this 
privilege by whichever pro-
cess they deem proper.

As a member of the 
Chelsea School Commit-
tee, I support our immi-
grant students and families, 
and we need to speak up 
for them and the rest of our 
community. We are a wel-
coming city and we need to 
live up to those ideals as we 
continue to work towards 
an inclusive and just society 
where no one lives in fear.

Marisol Santiago
Chelsea School 

Committee District 3
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

POLICE Briefs By Seth Daniel anD Paul Koolloian

The 2020 Census will count every 
person living in the United States, 

regardless of citizenship, 
immigration status, language, or age. 

The number of people 
counted in Chelsea helps 

determine how much 
funding we get for schools, 

healthcare, housing, 
seniors, parks and more. 

www.ChelseaCensus2020.com

We are Here 
and We Count!

Look for your census invitation in the mail in March

Visit chelsearecord.com

BARTENDER 
BRAWL

On Feb. 16, officers were 
dispatched to 9 -11 Wil-
liams St. (El Carriel Bar) 
for a report of a fight within 
the bar. Officers were told 
by patrons that two bar-
tenders argued over serving 
the victim any more alco-
hol. As the male party tried 
to intervene, one of the bar-
tenders hit the victim over 
the head with a glass, caus-
ing a laceration.  

The CPD licensing unit 
is investigating and will re-
port to the Licensing Com-
mission its follow-up inves-
tigation findings.

Evelyn Carmona, 38, of 
Revere was charged with 
assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon (drink-
ing glass).

STABBING IN 
WAKEFIELD

Wakefield Chief Ste-
ven A. Skory reports that a 
Chelsea man was arrested 
Tuesday morning following 
a stabbing at a workplace. 

Elvin Gutierrez, 34, of 
Chelsea was arrested and 
charged with: 

•Assault to Murder
•Assault and Battery 

With a Dangerous Weapon 

(Knife)
At 8:25 a.m., Wakefield 

Police were dispatched to 
Produce Connection, 96 
Audubon Road, for a report 
of an employee who had 
been stabbed. Upon arrival, 
officers provided aid to the 
victim and initiated an on-
scene investigation through 
which they determined 
the victim was stabbed 
by a co-worker, identified 
as Gutierrez. 

Gutierrez fled on foot 
into a marsh area at the end 
of Audubon Road, where 
he was subsequently locat-
ed by Wakefield Police and 
a Massachusetts State Po-
lice K-9. He was taken into 
custody from deep within 
the marsh without incident. 

The victim was trans-
ported to an area hospital 
for treatment, and the ex-
tent of his injuries is un-
known at this time. 

Wakefield Police are 
actively investigating the 
circumstances surrounding 
the stabbing.

BAD CHECKS
On Feb. 10, at 5:15 

p.m., a CPD officer re-
sponded to the TD Bank on 
Broadway after being alert-
ed by the CPD officer on 
detail inside the bank that 
a woman just attempted to 

pass a bad check to the tell-
er. The officers were able 
to confirm with the rightful 
owner of the account that 
the check was not legiti-
mate. The female as placed 
under arrest on the scene. 

Shelly Robinson, 60, of 
Bronx, NY, was charged 
with attempted larceny, ut-
tering a false document and 
two counts of forgery of a 
document.

STOPPED ON 
BROADWAY

On Feb. 15, at 1:51 a.m., 
a CPD officer observed a 
suspicious auto with the 
hazard lights on and with 
the driver slumped over in 
the steering wheel in the 
area of 427 Broadway. The 
vehicle was running and 
was approximately four 
feet away from the curb. 
This officer also observed 
ample empty parking spac-
es in the vicinity. The offi-
cer conducted a roadside 
assessment and determined 
that the operator was under 
the influence of alcohol. He 
was placed under arrest.

Francisco Ponce, 41, of 
68 Murray St., was charged 
with operating under the 
influence of liquor (second 
offense) and failing to stop 
for police.

Tobin Bridge/Chelsea 
Curves Rehabilitation 
Project

Construction Look-
Ahead: March 8 – 21

ROUTE 1 TRAFFIC 
IMPACTS

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND: Approaching the 
Chelsea Curves from the 
North Shore, the workzone 
begins in the left lane be-
fore the Carter Street off-
ramp. 2 of 3 travel lanes 
will be open during daytime 
hours (5 a.m.–10 p.m.).

LOCAL STREET CLO-
SURES

• A R L I N G T O N 
STREET: Arlington Street 
under Route 1 will be 
closed during the daytime 
(7 a.m.–7 p.m.) on Sat-
urday, March 14. Signed 
detours and police details 
will guide drivers around 
the work zone via Spruce 
Street and Everett Ave.

WORK HOURS
•Most work will occur 

in during daytime working 
hours (6 a.m.–2 p.m.) on 

weekdays. Some work will 
take place during afternoon 
(2 p.m.–7 p.m) and over-
night hours (7 p.m.–6 a.m.) 
and on Saturdays (7 a.m.–7 
p.m).

DESCRIPTION OF 
SCHEDULED WORK

•ROUTE 1 NORTH-
BOUND: Bridge deck and 
gutter repairs continue in 
the left lane over the To-
bin Bridge. We will con-
tinue to remove bridge 
deck and install new bridge 
deck through the Chelsea 
Curves.

•ROUTE 1 SOUTH-
BOUND: Removal of 
existing bridge deck and 
installation of new bridge 
deck will continue through 
the Chelsea Curves.

• U N D E R N E A T H 
ROUTE 1: Crews will re-
place and paint steel; pow-
er wash and paint columns 
and support beams; exca-
vate, drill, and grout around 
support columns; erect 
steel; place new concrete 
columns; install ground 

anchors; and deliver steel 
beams from the new bridge 
deck.

TRAVEL TIPS
Drivers should take care 

to pay attention to all sig-
nage and move carefully 
through the work zone. Po-
lice details, lane markings, 
temporary barriers, traffic 
cones, signage, and other 
tools will be used to control 
traffic and create safe work 
zones.

The contractors are 
coordinating with local 
event organizers and po-
lice to provide awareness 
and manage traffic during 
events. For your awareness, 
the following events are 
scheduled during this look-
ahead period:

•Bruins:  3/14 at 7 p.m., 
3/16 at 7 p.m.

•Celtics: 3/13 at 7:30 
p.m., 3/18 at 7:30 p.m.

•Events: 3/19 at 7 p.m., 
3/20 at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
3/21 at 7 p.m.

Richard Settipane 
(left) is shown 
with  Councillor 
Leo Robinson at 
the opening of 
Settipane Insur-
ance on Squire 
Road in Revere 
recently.

OPENING VISIT

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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Zero Budget
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A fiscal watchdog,
Leo has led Chelsea 

to 4 Credit Increases

Development led by Leo 
Robinson is bringingn 

record industry and job 
growth to Chelsea

Once the only US 
Bankrupt city, Chelsea 
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under Leo’s lead
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again
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and Parks

NOW
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PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZASophia, as a Fortnite character, Laura, as Captain Marvel, and Isabel, as a unicorn during the City’s 15th annual Halloween Party on Sunday, Oct. 27, at the Williams School. The an-nual tradition drew in many families getting ready for Halloween today, Oct. 31. See more photos on page 8.

DONT FORGET 
TO FALL BACK

TURN THOSE
  CLOCKS 

BACK

SUN. NOV. 3

HALLOWEEN IN CHELSEA

Incoming Supt. Almi Abeyta at the final Community Con-versation meeting on Monday, Oct. 28, in the Clark Avenue Middle School. The Conversations have been going very well all this month, and are paving the way for her to take the reins from Supt. Mary Bourque in December.

By Adam Swift

In two months, Almi 
Abeyta will fully take over 
the reins of the Chelsea 
Public Schools from retir-
ing Supt. Mary Bourque.

But Abeyta has been do-
ing anything but laying low 
since coming to Chelsea in 
the fall. Monday night, she 
held the final of four com-
munity conversations at 
the Clark Avenue Middle 
School.

A cross section of par-
ents, students, and school 
staff listened to Abeyta 
talk about her background 

Incoming Supt. Almi Abeyta holds 
final Community Conversation

and educational goals for 
Chelsea, and broke off into 
working groups to discuss 
the pros and cons of the 
school system.

“I’m asking for the 
strengths and what the 
Chelsea Public Schools 
need to work on and invest 
in,” said Abeyta.

Abeyta, who came to 
Chelsea after working at 
Somerville High School 
and in East Boston elemen-
tary schools, said the com-
munity conversations will 
help inform strategic plan-
ning and budgeting for the 
schools.

Abeyta, who comes from 
a long line of educators, in-
cluding a grandfather who 
met her grandmother while 
working at a one-room 
schoolhouse in Colorado, 
said she has been impressed 
by the energy and enthusi-
asm of the Chelsea commu-
nity.

At one table during the 
breakout sessions Monday 
night, several Chelsea High 

students discussed their 
perceptions of the public 
schools. Some of the usu-
al suspects were listed as 
challenges, including less 
than thrilling school lunch-
es, as well as staff turnover.

But even more strengths 
of the schools were listed, 
including district diversity, 
the REACH program, and 
the school libraries.

“This has been a great 
opportunity to learn about 
what the community val-
ues, and there has been 
a good turnout at the fo-
rums,” said Abeyta.

As part of the transition 
plan put in place when 
Abeyta was hired this sum-
mer, she will be shadowing 
Bourque through Dec. 1. 
On Dec. 1, Bourque will 
take a step back and Abeyta 
will begin making school 
district decisions.

Bourque’s last day is 
Dec. 31, and Jan. 1, 2020 
will be Abeyta’s first offi-
cial day as superintendent.

Residential 
tax bills to 
rise modestly

By Adam Swift

Chelsea property owners 
will see a modest increase 
on their property tax bills 
for Fiscal Year 2020, with 
owners of commercial and 
industrial properties and 
apartment complexes of 
nine or more units shoul-
dering a larger burden of 
the City’s overall tax bill.

Monday night, City 
Manager Thomas Am-
brosino presented an over-
view of the FY2020 tax 
rates and the valuation of 
Chelsea properties. 

The City Council’s an-
nual tax rate classification 
hearing is scheduled for 
Nov. 25. At that time, the 
Council is expected to vote 
on two recommendations 
from Ambrosino, including 
a 175 percent tax burden 
shift onto commercial and 
industrial properties, and 
a 31 percent residential 
property tax exemption for 
Chelsea homeowners who 
live in the city.

If those recommenda-
tions are approved by the 
Council, the residential 
property tax rate would be 
$13.46 per $1,000 of val-
uation, while the commer-
cial tax rate would be set at 
$27.18.

While both those rates 
are lower than for FY19, 

there will be an increase 
in the average tax bills be-
cause of the recent revalu-
ation of Chelsea properties 
that saw assessed property 
values increase across the 
board. The average in-
crease in assessed values 
ranged from 11.5 percent 
for single family homes to 
nearly 40 percent for apart-
ment complexes of nine 
or more units. The averag-
es ranged from 12 to just 
over 15 percent for 2, 3, 
and four-family homes and 
condominiums.

“With adoption of the 
maximum 175 percent shift 
and the ability to increase 
the residential exemption, 
the City Council will be 
able to keep tax increas-
es reasonably modest for 
all owner occupants,” said 
Ambrosino.

While the Council can 
increase the residential 
exemption to as much as 
35 percent, Ambrosino is 
recommending it increase 
only 1 percent from the 
current 30 percent rate.

“This remaining 5 per-
cent is the most effective 
tool for lowering residential 
property taxes and should 
be reserved for years with 
high increases,” he said.

Cutting to the chase, if 

See TAX RATE Page 3

By Seth Daniel

At the top of the new 
barriers being placed as 
part of the Chelsea Curves 
state highway project, one 
can see bolts on the top 
that seemingly will one day 
hold something.

What they will hold is 
peace and quiet for Chel-
sea residents alongside 
the highway – a peace that 
hasn’t been known in that 
noisy part of the City for a 
generation.

As part of the Chelsea 
Curves project, sound bar-

riers have been approved 
and will be installed along 
the edges on both sides of 
the highway roughly from 
County Road to the start of 
the Mystic/Tobin Bridge. 
Those barriers will protect 
residents from the dirt and 
grime of the highway, as 
well the constant drone of 
cars on pavement.

But it wasn’t always the 
case.

Councilor Roy Avel-
laneda said recently that 
when he was reviewing 
the plans for the Chelsea 
Curves – a matter he was 

very concerned with due to 
the state’s original desire to 
close the Fourth Street on-
ramp – he noticed that there 
were no barriers.

Having previously 
worked at the state De-
partment of Transportation 
(Mass DOT), often going 
out and talking about mit-
igation in wealthier subur-
ban communities, he knew 
that sound barriers (some-
times known as a snow 
fence) were very much a 
possibility if Chelsea put 

Sound barriers on Chelsea Curves
will provide residents noticeable relief

See SOUND BARRIERS Page 4

Chelsea 
schools shine 
bright among 
urban districts

By Cary Shuman

It’s an across-the-city 
success story, a cause for 
celebration for parents of 
Chelsea schoolchildren, 
a nod for a “great job” by 
the hard-working princi-
pals and teachers at all the 
schools – from the John 
Silber Early Learning Cen-
ter to Chelsea High School 
- and a final tribute to the 
exceptional leadership of 
retiring Supt. of Schools 
Dr. Mary Bourque - and her 
administrative team at City 
Hall.

Here are some of the 
noteworthy accomplish-
ments for a school system 
that has, for one reason or 
another, not received its due 
recognition statewide for 
what Dr. Bourque called, 
“this little scrappy school 
district, the Chelsea public 
schools and how it is really 
pushing and redefining ur-
ban education”:

Chelsea achieved the 
highest categorization 
earned by the state’s urban 
districts, that of “Substan-
tial Progress Toward Tar-
gets”

Grades 3-8 English Lan-
guage Arts average student 
growth percentile exceeded 
the state target

Chelsea’s criterion Ref-
erence Target Percentage 
increased 12 points and is 
the highest in the District 5 
Partnership

Chelsea High School’s 
mathematics average stu-
dent growth percentile in-
creased 14 points and Ad-
vanced Placement Calculus 
scores outperformed the 
state and the globe

Chelsea English Lan-
guage Learners improved 
13 points showing “Sub-
stantial Progress”

Chelsea’s “Lowest Per-
forming Students” im-
proved 22 points in elemen-
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Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
held his annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Roast in Charlestown 
on Friday evening, March 
6, welcoming hundreds of 
friends and supporters. This 
year, the Golden Shamrock 
award was awarded to Lisa 
McGoff Collins of Charles-
town. Politicians joked at 
one another’s expense and 
all enjoyed a traditional 
Irish corned beef dinner.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERS

SEN. SAL DIDOMENICO HOSTS ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY ROAST

Sen. Sal DiDomenico welcomed Attorney General Maura 
Healy.

Marie Monzione and Ruth Giannasoli dressed in festive 
green attire for St. Patrick’s Day.

Senate President Karen Spilka and State Treasurer Deb 
Goldberg enjoyed traditional Irish food.

Congressman Joe Kennedy and State Sen. Joe Boncore 
saluted the flag.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico welcomed Everett Supt. Priya Tahil-
iani and Senate President Karen Spilka.

Chelsea State Rep. Dan Ryan and Everett State Rep. Joe Mc-
Gonagle joined the fun at the St. Patrick’s Day celebration.

Congressman Joe Kennedy received assistance with his 
floral pin from Christie Getto Young.

Bagpipers entertained the 
crowd at Sen. Sal DiDomeni-
co’s St. Patrick’s Day event.

Sen. Sal DiDomenico welcomed Councilor Lydia Ed-
wards, State Rep. Dan Ryan, and Attorney General Maura 
Healy.
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PHOTOS BY KEIKO HIROMI 

The annual Kelly Ele-
mentary School Cultural 
Celebration took place at 
the Burke Complex cafete-
ria on March 5. A beloved 
tradition at Kelly Elementa-
ry School, the Cultural Cel-
ebration is a parent-driven 
school event where students 
and family share their back-
grounds, enjoy foods and 
learn about each other’s 
backgrounds.

Joanne Gallagher holding 
her homemade baked ziti at 
the Kelly Elementary School 
Cultural Celebration. Manny Crespo, Ashley Houston-King, Katie Mitchell, 

Meghan Murphy and Julie Gilmartin

Soraya Melgar, Roxana Coreas and Kathia Melgar.

Houda Mobarak and Ad-
nane Benyounes celebrate 
their Moroccan heritage.

Wendy Tenelema and Maria 
Romero.

Marcela Guevara and Yolanda Valles, of Chelsea Public 
Schools.

Kelly Elementary School Principal Lisa Lineweaver, Sobri-
na Guerra (7), Heavend Rodriguez and Estela Amaya.Ada Berros, Vivian Quiles and Cynthia Lopez.

Genesis (right) and Morses Ulloa (left) holding a Honduras 
flag.

The Kelly Elementary School Cultural Celebration.

THE ANNUAL KELLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CULTURAL CELEBRATION

Chelsea, Massachusetts
NPDES Permit No. MA0101877

Annual Combined Sewer Overflow Press Release, March 2020
Combined sewers are sewers that are designed to collect both wastewater and stormwater runoff in the same 

pipe. Approximately 70% of Chelsea is serviced by combined sewers. Most of the time, Chelsea’s combined sew-
ers transport all of the wastewater and stormwater to the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority’s (MWRA’s) 
Deer Island Treatment Plant, where it is treated and then discharged to the Atlantic Ocean. However, during large 
rain storms, the capacity of the combined sewer pipes can be exceeded. For this reason, combined sewer sys-
tems such as Chelsea’s are designed with special overflow structures that can release the excess wet-weather 
flow to a nearby water body to prevent it from backing up into buildings or out of manholes. These overflows, 
called Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs), contain not only stormwater but also untreated wastewater and de-
bris. CSO discharges are a public health and water pollution concern for Chelsea, as well as the approximately 
770 other U.S. cities with combined sewer systems. Chelsea has a permit from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), MA0101877, which authorizes the City to discharge from its three remaining CSOs as follows:

• CHE003 - Located on Winnisimmet Street and discharges to Chelsea River
• CHE004 - Located on Pearl Street and discharges to Chelsea River
• CHE008 - Located on Eastern Avenue and discharges to Chelsea River
Calendar Year 2019 CSO Update
As required by the CSO permit, Chelsea is publishing this Annual Press Release to inform the public about 

CSO discharges. In 2019, CHE003 discharged during one storm event, CHE004 discharged during nine storm 
events and CHE008 discharged during 16 storm events. Detailed information regarding Chelsea’s CSOs, and 
all 2019 discharges, may be found in the CSO Annual Report posted on the City’s website after April 30, 2020 
(www.ci.chelsea.ma.us).

Ongoing CSO Elimination Efforts
Chelsea is aggressively pursuing sewer separation and other infrastructure improvement projects that will 

reduce the quantity of stormwater discharged to its combined sewer system and, therefore, CSO activation 
frequency and volume. During 2019, the city began developing a master plan for sewer separation, including cre-
ation of hydraulic models for the sewer and drain systems. The city also began construction on sewer separation 
and other utility improvements in the following areas of Chelsea:

• Essex Street between Pearl Street and Highland Street
• Highland Street between Maverick Street and Marginal Street
Also in 2019, design of utility improvements was on-going for the following areas of Chelsea:
• Broadway between City Hall and the Revere city line
• Broadway between City Hall and Williams Street
• Beacham Street between the Everett city line and Williams Street
• Williams Street between Beacham Street and Spruce Street
These projects are being funded through the City’s Capital Improvement Plan, as well as various grant and 

loan programs.
Additional information regarding Chelsea’s CSOs is available on the City’s website at www.ci.chelsea.ma.us, 

as well as from the EPA or Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  
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PARIS ST. POOL TO 
BE RENOVATED

EAST BOSTON - May-
or Martin Walsh announced 
that renovations to BCYF 
Paris Street Pool will start 
this month. Walsh ear-
marked $8.9 million for the 
rehab and construction of 
the Paris Street Pool across 
from the Paris Street Gym. 
The Gym underwent a $12 
million overhaul and the 
pool’s rehab will compli-
ment the new state-of-the-
art gym and community 
center. 

The Walsh Administra-
tion’s investment in the 
pool will include a new 
pool filter room,  mechani-
cal and electrical upgrades, 
modified main entrance and 
lobby area, building interi-
or and exterior repairs and 
other upgrades necessary to 
make it a more inviting and 
user-friendly space. The 
pool will close on Friday, 
March 13, and is expected 
to be closed for 14 months. 

“This well-loved and 
well-used pool will be a  
beautiful, welcoming and 
open space offering more 
aquatic programming than 
ever once this project is 
complete,” said Mayor 
Walsh. “With the reno-
vated BCYF Paris Street 
Community Center across 
the street and the renovat-
ed Paris Street Playground 
next door, I’m proud of the 
investments we will contin-
ue to make in the East Bos-
ton community.” 

During the closure, 
swimmers will have ac-
cess to the Umana Acade-
my Pool on Border Street, 
thanks to a partnership with 
the East Boston YMCA 
which manages the Umana 
Academy pool. BCYF Par-
is Street Pool staff will tran-
sition to the Umana Acad-
emy pool and will offer 
programming on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 
On other days of the week, 
swimmers will be able to 
participate in programming 
offered by the YMCA. This 
partnership will give BCYF 
Paris Street pool members 
access to seven days a week 
of swimming opportuni-
ties. The full schedule can 
be found at Boston.gov/
BCYF-Paris-Street.

“The East Boston YMCA 
is proud to partner with 

Mayor Walsh and the City 
of Boston to bring swim 
and water safety programs 
to the East Boston Com-
munity,” said Executive 
Director of the East Bos-
ton YMCA Joseph J Gaeta 
Jr.  “We welcome BCYF 
Paris Street members to the 
Umana Academy to swim 
in a safe and supervised 
pool during the Paris Street 
renovation. We are excited 
about this collaboration.”

Due to YMCA proce-
dures, BCYF Paris Street 
Pool members who use 
the Umana Academy pool 
during YMCA operation 
time will need to present 
a photo ID on the first vis-
it to be run through their 
Hall Pass data system and 
will need to sign a YMCA 
liability waiver. Existing 
BCYF Paris Street Pool 
members (who joined pri-
or to the March 13 closure) 
will be able to continue to 
pay BCYF Paris Street pool 
programming prices for 
East Boston YMCA-run 
programs at Umana Acad-
emy pool. New mem-
bers will join through the 
YMCA.  Swimmers must 
be members and enrolled in 
programs to participate.

“I know how much being 
a part of the pool commu-
nity has changed my life,” 
said East Boston resident 
Mohamed El Haddad, age 
18. “It has helped me stay 
focused in school and pro-
vided me with a safe, en-
joyable environment. Be-
ing a part of Paris Street is 
more than just being a part 
of a community center or 
swim team. It is like being 
a part of a family and I be-
lieve I am a better person 
because of it. I am very 
excited about the pool reno-
vation because they will al-
low so many more children 
and families to have similar 
experiences for many more 
years to come.”

When the pool was first 
built, it featured a glass 
roof, and sliding doors that 
looked out onto the Paris 
Street playground, as well 
as a veranda so residents 
could enjoy a swim and 
then sit outside during the 
hot summer months. The 
pool underwent an overhaul 
under then-Mayor Kevin 
White due to constant van-
dalism of the glass roof and 
glass doors. The pool was 

encased in cement blocks 
and now looks more like a 
bomb shelter than a com-
munity pool. 

At a community meeting 
in September, a presenta-
tion by the architect in-
cluded detailed information 
about what upgrades will 
occur and what the pool 
will look like. The pictures 
showed that the exterior of 
the pool will be fitted with 
new siding panels. An addi-
tion of the pool’s foyer will 
allow for more room and 
make the entrance more 
modern and inviting. There 
will also be an addition to 
the back of the building to 
make room for a family 
changing room--a feature 
that is absent from the cur-
rent pool’s layout. 

The side of the building 
that houses the pool that 
abuts the Paris Street Play-
ground will be changed 
from a wall to windows. 
This will allow more light 
into the pool and better con-
nect the facility to the play-
ground. The building’s roof 
will also be transformed 
and will include skylights 
to bring even more natural 
light into the pool and make 
it feel more ‘open’.

EAST BOSTON’S 
FIRST RETAIL 
MARIJUANA STORE 
TO OPEN

 EAST BOSTON - East 
Boston’s first adult-use 
retail marijuana facility 
planned for Meridian Street 
will open as early as April.  

Berkshire Roots, Inc. 
plans to open the marijuana 
dispensary at 253 Meridian 
St. and recieved communi-
ty support from the Eagle 
Hill Civic Association and 
later granted a Conditional 
Use Permit by the Boston 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
last year. 

Berkshire Roots is the 
largest grower of cannabis 
in Western Massachusetts, 
and was the first medical 
marijuana dispensary to 
open in Pittsfield, Massa-
chusetts.

Berkshire Roots’s attor-
ney Andrea Nucifero said 
that his client is intending 
to use and redevelop the 
retail space at 253 Meridian 
St. into a retail marijuana 
dispensary.  The proposal 
for the Meridian Street pot 

shop includes transform-
ing the 1,400 sq. ft. retail 
space on the first floor of 
the building into a sleek 
and stylish dispensary with 
façade improvements and 
subtle and understated sig-
nage. 

Nucifero said there 
would be no cultivation, 
processing, or packaging 
on site. There would also 
be no product consump-
tion on site and the product 
would not be visible from 
the street. 

There will be a securi-
ty guard at the front door. 
When a potential custom-
er enters he or she must 
present either a valid Mas-
sachusetts Medical Mari-
juana Card or a valid state 
license or identification 
card proving the custom-
er is over 21 years of age. 
Between the front door and 
the actual dispensary is a 
locked door. The front door 
and internal ‘locked’ door 
are never open at the same 
time. Once the customer is 
approved by the security 
guard, an employee inside 
the dispensary would have 
to activate a buzzer for the 
internal door to allow the 
customer inside. 

“It’s a very strict and rig-
orous process,” said Nucif-
ero. 

Aside from paying the 
city 3 percent of its sales per 
quarter, Berkshire Roots 
also agreed to install secu-
rity cameras in and around 
the business, and to partic-
ipate in public safety and 
beautification initiatives in 
and around the business.

According to the agree-
ment with the city, there 
will be no benches or social 
gathering areas in or around 
the business and Berkshire 
Roots agrees to prohib-
it smoking, vaping or any 
other form of consumption 
of marijuana onsite. The 
company also agrees to 
share data and reports to 
the Boston Public Health 
Commission, as well as as-
sist in the dissemination of 
materials related to public 
health, public safety and 
prevention efforts.

GAUTHIER 
RESIGNS POSITION

EVERETT - Just as 
School Committee officials 
and new Supt. Priya Tahil-
iani thought that former In-
terim Supt. Janice Gauthier 
would stay on as a senior 
advisor – Gauthier pulled 
the rug out from that plan 
last week with a sudden and 
striking resignation.

“I regret having to take 
this posture, but I cannot, 
in good conscience, con-
tinue further in serving the 
needs of the Institution I 
have served faithfully for 
49 years, given the predic-
ament I have been forced 
to contend with,” read her 
letter of resignation. 

“Please understand that 
I feel that I have been con-
structively eliminated from 
my former post as Curric-
ulum Director, that I have 
been denied equal consider-
ation for the position of Su-
perintendent of Schools af-
ter having faithfully served 
in that post for a period now 
in excess of 15 months, and 
it is my feeling that I have 
been discriminated against 
and denied an equal oppor-
tunity to continue, notwith-
standing my many years of 
good service.”

It was signed with the 
parting word, “Regretful-
ly.”

School Committee Chair 
Tom Abruzzese said the 
Committee and the new 
leadership was surprised 
when they received the res-
ignation letter, a letter that 
detailed many frustrations 
and aggravations felt by 
Gauthier.

Abruzzese said he had 
been in constant discus-
sion with Gauthier and Ta-
hiliani about the new roles 
and clarifying everything 
before Tahiliani started on 
Monday, March 2.

“It was a total surprise,” 
he said. “I had met with the 
new superintendent and the 
interim superintendent last 
week to go over what roles 
everyone would have so 
there was no confusion…I 
wanted to make sure every-
one knew who was what. 
There were rumors going 
around that we would have 
co-superintendents.”

He said there had been a 
meeting on Friday between 
Gauthier, himself and Ta-
hiliani that ended with 
Gauthier accepting a new 
role, he said.

“Mrs. Gauthier’s con-
tract indicates she was to 
go back as Curriculum Di-
rector when any new super-
intendent started work, but 
she had hired someone else 
to do that job already,” said 
Abruzzese. “Supt. Tahiliani 
offered her the opportunity 
to stay on as senior advisor 
to the superintendent. As of 
Friday, she accepted that. I 
put that in the email I sent 
out on Saturday to every-
one and then on Monday 
we received her letter of 
resignation. Those are the 
facts from my perspective.”

He said he thought the 
roles were very clear on 
Friday, and was shocked – 
as were his colleagues – to 
hear the news on Monday.

“It was pretty clear and 
there was no misunder-
standing on my part,” he 
said. “Was I shocked? Yes, 
but based on the events of 
the last 14 months, nothing 
should shock me.”

Gauthier wasn’t imme-
diately available, but her 
attorney, David Fulmer of 
Wakefield, did speak to the 
Independent about his cli-
ent.

“It’s certainly our po-
sition Mrs. Gauthier has 

been treated totally unpro-
fessionally by the City of 
Everett, the School Com-
mittee and the new super-
intendent – a new super-
intendent who released a 
statement that wasn’t au-
thorized to be released,” he 
said. “I think there’s some 
pretty crazy things going on 
down there, I guess. Mrs. 
Gauthier was not given the 
latitude of other applicants 
(for superintendent). She is 
abundantly qualified. My 
personal opinion is being 
stymied and being placed 
in the same light as the for-
mer superintendent – who 
had problems – and Mrs. 
Gauthier is being discrimi-
nated against both in terms 
of her age and her posture 
of the 49 years of service 
she gave to Everett.”

Abruzzese said Gauth-
ier took a personal day on 
Monday, and did not at-
tend the School Commit-
tee meeting – where the 
resignation was discussed 
publicly to the surprise of 
many. Gauthier’s resigna-
tion indicated she will use 
12 days of vacation through 
March 18, and resign on 
March 19. So, effectively, 
she will not return to the 
Everett Public Schools.

Abruzzese and the 
School Committee had said 
previously they believed 
she would retire at the end 
of the school year, on June 
30, but she had never con-
firmed that. It was hoped 
she would stay on and serve 
as a mentor to guide Tahil-
iani in her first few months.

Gauthier had taken over 
as interim superintendent 
in January 2018 following 
the abrupt resignation of 
former Supt. Fred Forest-
eire due to allegations of 
misconduct reported to the 
School Committee and the 
Everett Police. Since that 
time, he has been charged 
with several felony counts 
of misconduct and that case 
is pending in Malden Dis-
trict Court.

“She stepped into an 
impossible situation and 
handled it with class and 
dignity,” said Abruzzese. 
“I hope she enjoys her re-
tirement after a tremendous 
career in the Everett Public 
Schools.”

JACK McGRATH 
DEAD AT 87

EVERETT - If there 
was an Everett High 
game, awards banquet, let-
ter-of-intent signing cere-
mony, or ‘E’ Club Dinner 
Jack McGrath was most 
likely in attendance.

And his warm and gra-
cious presence would be 
received heartily by the 
athletes, coaches, school 
officials and parents. Jack 
McGrath always had the 
students’ best interests in 
mind and they sincerely 
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appreciated his support and 
enjoyed his broadcasting of 
their games on the local ca-
ble television station.

One of the proudest days 
for Jack McGrath and his 
family was the dedication 
ceremony of the press box 
at Everett Veterans Memo-
rial Stadium in his honor.

John “Jack” McGrath Jr., 
a beloved resident of this 
city and a former baseball 
star at Boston College, died 
on Feb. 25. He was 87.

Like so many in the 
city, Jack McGrath closely 
followed the successes of 
the vaunted Everett High 
football program, notably 
during the current era led 
by former Hall of Fame 
coach John DiBiaso and 
current head coach Thelux-
on Pierre.

“You’re talking about 
a legend in Everett, a self-
less person that would give 
anything in the world to 
help people,” said Pierre. 
“He was all about Everett 
kids. He was one of the first 
persons to call and congrat-
ulate me when I became 
head coach. He was always 
there for our team. Words 
can’t describe this great 
person that we have lost. 
He was truly a great man.”

Maureen DiBiaso, EHS 
cheerleading coach and 
wife of the legendary foot-
ball coach, said her fami-
ly’s relationship with Mr. 
McGrath goes many years, 
recalling how her father, the 
late William Shields, would 
often converse with Mr. 
McGrath at Everett games.

Maureen and John DiB-
iaso and their son, former 
All-Scholastic quarterback 
Jonathan DiBiaso, attended 
the memorial observances 
for Jack McGrath.

“My husband has known 
Jack since the days of the 
Everett Rats [youth basket-
ball team],” said Mrs. DiB-
iaso. “When I met my hus-
band, I met Jack and Jack is 
the most wonderful person, 
kind, generous – everybody 
loved him. He made every-
body feel so good. He was a 
great, great guy and a great 
supporter for Everett sports. 
He supported all the kids of 
Everett. He was the best of 
the best. He will be missed. 
The games will never be 
same without Jack here.”

Director of Athletics 
Tammy Turner conducted 
moments of silence for Mr. 
McGrath before the tapoffs 
of the EHS girls and boys 
state tournament games at 
the high school.

“I go back all 19 of my 
years in Everett with Jack, 
ever since my career started 
at Everett High,” said Turn-
er, who has also coached 
the girls basketball team. 
“He was my No. 1 fan – he 
knew more coaching stats 
about me that I knew about 
me. He always encouraged 
me even in my toughest 
seasons. I feel like Jack was 
the heart and soul of Everett 
sports. He was just such a 
great man.”

Frank DePatto, admin-
istrator for the EHS De-
partment of Athletics, said, 
“Jack McGrath is a legend 
in the city of Everett. He 
was an institution here, so 
very knowledgeable about 
Everett sports and always 
so helpful to kids with 
scholarships and awards. 
He is surely going to be 
missed.”

Linda Maloney, adminis-
trative assistant in the Ever-
ett schools, also paid tribute 
to Jack McGrath this week. 
“Jack McGrath was such 
a gentleman,” said Malo-
ney. “I was so happy to be 
considered a friend of his. 
He was always concerned 
about the kids. He loved 
Everett sports and had such 
a passion. We’ll certainly 
miss him. Rest in peace, 
Jack.”

Vinnie Panzini, past 
president of the ‘E’ Club, 
said, “Jack is the all-time 
legend with sports and stu-
dents at Everett High. He’s 
been working with these 

programs and these kids 
for many years. There was 
no kinder, no better gentle-
man than Jack. He was an 
ambassador for the school 
system, the kids – you can’t 
give enough accolades to 
what he meant to Everett 
for generations of families. 
And they all loved him.”

Larry Denish summed 
up the majesty of Jack 
McGrath: “He was one of 
the greatest guys I knew 
around Everett sports. He 
was a great personality and 
a great guy. He had a great 
temperament and was a real 
gentleman. We’re going to 
miss you, Jack.”

LOOKING AT THE 
GRADUATION RATE

LYNN - At a recent 
School Committee meet-
ing, Superintendent Patrick 
Tutwiler, reported on the 
2019 graduation rate for the 
four high schools in the dis-
trict. While the report had 
shown fairly steady results 
in the past six years, there 
has been an increase in the 
graduation rate by nearly 
a full percentage point, as 
peer districts (Brockton, 
Lawrence, Boston, and 
Springfield) had a slight de-
crease. 

Tutwiler broke down the 
pros and cons of the current 
graduation status. Lynn Vo-
cational Technical Institute 
showed noteworthy prog-
ress, with a graduation rate 
of 89.5 percent, a 30 per-
cent upswing since 2006. 
This is the highest gradua-
tion rate that the school has 
had in 13 years. 

Lynn Classical showed a 
7 percent increase, leaping 
from 75.3 percent in 2018 
to 82.5 percent in 2019.

While Lynn English was 
steady over the past three 
years, it dipped from 72.7 
percent in 2018 to 70 per-
cent in 2019. The drop is 
a concern for the district, 
considering it is now clos-
er to “turnaround status.” 
When a school drops to a 
graduation rate of  66.7 per-
cent, they are automatically 
placed in turnaround sta-
tus, which will require the 
school to adhere to a spe-
cific set of activities gauged 
at improvement. The De-
partment of Education es-
tablishes a threshold that 
a school must stay above 
before requiring assistance. 

Fecteau-Leary had the 
most dramatic drop in grad-
uation rate, dipping from 
34.1 percent in 2018 to 19.4 
percent in 2019. 

“This outcome is not re-
flected in the hard work that 
this school does,” said Tut-
wiler, who believes there 
is a reason for the decline. 
“I want to be transparent 
about why there is such 
a precipitous increase at 
Lynn Classical and such a 
decline at Fecteau.” 

According to Tutwiler, 
four years ago, there was an 
influx of ELL (English Lan-
guage Learners) students 
and due to space issues, sev-
eral of these students were 
placed at Fecteau-Leary 
when they should’ve been 
at Lynn Classical. Sever-
al of those students didn’t 
graduate, which greatly af-
fected the data reflected. 

The most prominent 
risk factors associated with 
students dropping out of 
school are:

• Fail a core subject 
course (particularly in 
Grade 9)

• Are chronically absent 
or tardy

• Fail to be promoted to 
the next grade

• Are disengaged in the 
classroom

• Have frequent infrac-
tions of the school code of 
discipline

• Are identified as low 
socioeconomic status

• Have extraordinary 
work/family economic 
needs

• Abuse substances
• Are older than the av-

erage student in their grade

“Part of the problem is 
that we can’t continue to 
do things the same and ex-
pect a different outcome,” 
said Tutwiler, who present-
ed the same four-pronged 
approach slide five years 
ago when he was deputy 
superintendent. The four-
pronged approach states 
that the four actions need 
to take place to prevent 
increasing dropout rates 
are: Education, Monitor/
Identify, Support/Intervene, 
Suggest Alternatives. “You 
have to entertain a radical 
shift if you expect people 
to be different. I don’t want 
to come back here in five 
years and show a decline. 
That would be a failure on 
my part.”  

According to Tutwiler, 
new thinking is already 
starting to occur. Part of 
this involves a redesign in 
the high school day, to ac-
commodate students who 
have to work due to their 
family’s economic status. If 
a student is enrolled at Lynn 
Public Schools and they 
leave to go to work, they 
are counted as a dropout, 
and a more accessible day 
that allows for work hours, 
is currently be strategized, 
which will alleviate some 
of the declining graduation 
rates.

The district as a whole 
has a 74.8 percent gradua-
tion rate for 2019, a slight 
increase from 74.3 percent 
in 2018. Tutwiler believes 
that with planning and a 
more accessible school day, 
the district is capable of 
being in the low-80s in the 
future.  

“The data tells a story 
and it tells where the needs 
are,” said School Commit-
tee member, Brian Castel-
lanos. “I appreciate you 
setting the expectation, and 
to achieve equity takes co-
operation, consistency and 
diligence. To hit those tar-
gets, we have to have an 
aim instead of being stuck 
in a position where we lose 
time. When we lose that, 
we lose children.”
COUNCILLORS 
ENDORSE 
KENNEDY

REVERE - Revere City 
Councillors Patrick Keefe 
and Steven Morabito an-
nounced their endorse-
ments for Congressman 
Joe Kennedy III in the race 
for U.S. Senate during a 
reception Sunday at Dryft 
Restaurant.

Keefe, president of the 
City Council, and Morabi-
to, councillor-at-large, each 
delivered  introductory re-
marks in support of Ken-
nedy at the event that drew 
a sizable crowd to the new 
restaurant on Revere Beach 
Boulevard.

Morabito spoke first and 
said he first met Kennedy 
during his run for Congress. 
“His platform was one that 
resonated with me. Since 
he’s been in Washington, he 
has worked diligently and 
prioritized issues such as 
health care, mental health, 
substance use disorder, and 
human rights.

“It goes without saying 
that Joe Kennedy is a guy 
that stands behind the peo-
ple,” said Morabito. “You 
can guarantee that our next 
senator will tackle the ev-
eryday issues that occur in 
every city throughout the 
Commonwealth. Joe Ken-
nedy is someone who will 
stand and defend the rights 
of the LGBTQ community, 
and stand for every woman 
and their rights, every per-
son regardless of their skin 
color. Joe Kennedy is that 
leader that we want for our 
next U.S. senator.”

Keefe said a lot of Re-
vere residents asked him 
(and Morabito) why they 
were supporting Joe Ken-
nedy.

“This isn’t a race against 
anyone – this is a race for 
what Joe can do for the 
state of Massachusetts and 
what Joe can do for the 

United States of America,” 
said Keefe.

The leader of the 
11-member City Council 
compared his run for office 
against an incumbent to 
Kennedy’s race in the Sen-
ate Democratic Primary. 
Keefe defeated an incum-
bent in his successful bid 
for the Ward 4 seat.

“People asked me, ‘why 
are you running against 
him?’”, recalled Keefe. “It 
was quite simple – I felt I 
could do a stronger and bet-
ter job and that’s why Steve 
and I felt so strongly and 
passionate about supporting 
Joe Kennedy.

“I feel like Joe Kenne-
dy is the man for the job,” 
continued Keefe. “I feel 
his character and integri-
ty make him the person 
we need in that position of 
power.

“We are grateful to wel-
come Joe to the city of Re-
vere and we’re just so grate-
ful to announce that we’re 
here to support Joe Kenne-
dy,” concluded Keefe.

Kennedy, son of former 
Congressman Joe Kenne-
dy II and grandson of for-
mer U.S. Attorney General, 
the late Robert Kennedy, 
thanked the two Revere 
councillors for their support 
during his brief remarks.

BROADWAY 
BUILDING COULD 
BE RAZED

REVERE - Marilucia 
Alves Fonseca, owner 
of the Quick Mart at 225 
Broadway, sought permis-
sion from the City Council 
last week to raze the struc-
ture and replace it with a 
two-story building.

Attorney Lawrence Sim-
eone Jr. spoke before the 
Council representing the 
owner.  He noted that there 
was a special permit issued 
in March 2018 that is set to 
expire in March, 2020. He 
was asking for an extension 
of the special permit, say-
ing that the delay has been 
caused in trying to find a 
suitable contractor to con-
struct the new building that 
will be 25 feet in height.  
He also said that the second 
floor will be used as storage 
for the grocery store.

Residents from Cheever 
Street expressed concerns 
over both the the lack of 
parking and the building 
only having a three-foot 
setback instead of the five-
foot setback that the abut-
ters are requesting.  The 
building was built in 1920 
and presently does not have 
any setbacks and goes from 
lot line to lot line

Councillor at-Large 
George Rotondo said that 
he is in favor of the project.

Ward 3 Councillor Ar-
thur Guinasso said that he 
toured the building two 
years ago and noted that it 
was in tough shape at that 
time.

Ward 5 Councillor John 
Powers would like to see a 
floor plan.

Simeone said that he 
will make a presentation 
at the March 16 Zoning 
Sub-Committee meeting 
that shows what was ap-
proved in 2018 and what is 
being proposed now.

Councillor at-Large Jes-
sica Giannino said that this 
is a great  small family busi-
ness and she looks forward 
to seeing what the changes 
are at the Zoning Subcom-
mittee meeting.

PROPOSED 
CHANGE IN 
HANDBOOK 
CAUSES CONCERNS

WINTHROP - A 
one-paragraph proposed 
change appearing in the 
new Town handbook, that 
was being reviewed by the 
Winthrop Town Council 
Subcommittee on Appoint-
ments and Committees, 
caused a major discussion 
at their meeting on Tues-
day night at the Harvey 
Room in Town Hall.  The 
proposed change in the 
handbook would allow the 
Town Council President to 
nominate the chairperson of 
each board and committee 
in the Town, then the coun-
cil as a whole would vote  
on the Council President’s 
nomination with a simple 
majority determining the 
outcome.

The  current process un-
der the Town Handbook 
written in 2017 is to have 
members of each individual 
board and committee select 
their respective chairper-
son.

Speaking at the public 
hearing was Board of Li-
cense Chairperson Marc 
Chapdelaine, who ex-
pressed the opinion that this 
change would be altering 
the existing Town Charter. 
He said that the time to 
look at this change would 
be in August 2020 when 
there would be a review of 
the charter. “The charter 
sets forth what powers the 
Council President has and 
the proposed change is an 
amendment to the charter,” 
he said.

Also in attendance was 
Council President Philip 
Boncore who said that in 
his opinion, “the charter is 
(silent) on this point.”  He 
added that every mayor 
can appoint a chairperson 
for a city or town board.  
“Chairpersons should be 
changed or we start having 
a fiefdom,” he added. “All 
members of a board should 
be capable of being a chair-
person,” he said.

Councilor at-Large Trac-
ey Honan wondered who 
changed the language in 
the new handbook and 
said “it should remain as is 
since this is a substantive 
change.”

Subcommittee member 
Precinct 4 Councilor Bar-
bara Flockart said, “This 
change was slipped in on 
us.  This should go to the 
charter review.” 

Precinct 6 Councilor 
Stephen Ruggiero offered 
a motion not to change the 
procedure on how a board 
chairperson is appointed, 
but insert language saying 
every member should rotate 
their board’s chairmanship. 
Ruggiero also noted that 
the proposed change should 
go to the Charter Review 
Commission for a vote.

Ruggiero’s motion was 
accepted 2 - 1 with Chair 
of the Subcommittee Coun-
cillor Rob DeMarco voting 
against it.

Another change in the 
handbook also discussed 
at the meeting was whether 
the Councilors could partic-
ipate in their meetings re-
motely.  This  was rejected 
unanimously.

The new handbook with 
the changes will be on the 
agenda for the March 24 
meeting of the Town Coun-
cil.

A Charter Review Com-
mittee who will look at 
the current charter and or-

dinances will start their 
process in June 2020 and 
continue for 18 months.  
Any changes that they rec-
ommend will then be put 
on the ballot for the voters 
to decide.  The members of 
the committee will be ap-
pointed by Council Presi-
dent Philip Boncore.

CAPOBIANCO RE-
ELECTED TO STATE 
COMMITTEE

WINTHROP -Valentino 
Capobianco was re-elected 
last week to the Democratic 
State Committee in the First 
Suffolk and Middlesex Sen-
ate District that includes the 
town of Winthrop.

Capobianco, 31, was first 
elected to the Democratic 
State Committee in 2008 at 
the age of 18, the youngest 
person ever elected to the 
position.

Capobianco, who was 
re-elected to a four-year 
term, is a member of the 
Winthrop School Commit-
tee. He is the chief of staff 
to State Sen. Paul Feeney.

Capobianco claimed a 
convincing victory over 
Brian Gannon with 70 per-
cent of the vote across the 
district and 85 percent in 
Winthrop. He said he was 
grateful to voters for their 
strong show of support.

“I want to thank the vot-
ers for their support and my 
friends and family for all 
their help, especially those 
in the labor community,” 
said Capobianco. “I’m ex-
cited to get to work again 
on the State Committee and 
look forward to a successful 
November election, includ-
ing supporting our nominee 
for President of the United 
States.”

Among those congrat-
ulating Capobianco on his 
victory was Democratic 
State Committeewoman 
Alicia DelVento of Win-
throp.

“I’d like to congratulate 
Tino Capobianco, my State 
Committee colleague, on a 
hard-fought victory,” said 
DelVento. “I am excited by 
the passion and enthusiasm 
to elect Democrats on dis-
play this primary season not 
only in the Commonwealth 
but across the nation, and 
I look forward to working 
hard to ensure it leads to 
wins up and down the ballot 
in November.”

The Republican State 
Committee winners in the 
district were Paul Ronukai-
tus of Winthrop and Joyce 
Kelly of Revere.

The unofficial results of 
the Presidential Primary in 
Winthrop follows:

Former Vice President 
Joe Biden was the top 
vote-getter in the Demo-
cratic Presidential Primary 
in Winthrop Tuesday.

Biden received 1,370 
votes, 34.9 percent of the 
total votes cast.

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers was second with 1,039 
votes, followed by U.S. 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(664) and former New 
York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg (512).

Biden was the overall 
victor in the Massachusetts 
Democratic Presidential 
Primary.

In the Republican Pres-
idential Primary voting in 
Winthrop, President Donald 
Trump received 600 votes, 
91 percent of all votes cast. 
Former Mass. Gov. William 
Weld was a distant second 
with 46 votes.
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To place a 

memoriam in the 

Chelsea Record, 

please call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

“Meeting the needs of the families we serve.” 

ANTHONY MEMORIAL -
FRANK A. WELSH & SONS 

FUNERAL HOME
Peter A. Zaksheski 

Type III Licensed Funeral Director

718 Broadway, Chelsea  –  617-889-2723  –  617-884-3259
www.ChelseaFuneralService.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Carafa Family 
Funeral 

Home Inc.
389 Washington Ave.

Chelsea
617-884-4188

Amy C-Almas
William R. Carafa - 
Funeral Directors

carafafuneralhome.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden
Amy Torf  Golden

Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

 ZONTA CLUB 
OF CHELSEA & 
NORTH SHORE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
DONATIONS

 Members of the Zonta 
Club of Chelsea and North 
Shore recently delivered 
scholarship checks to local 
High Schools in Everett, 
Winthrop, Revere, Saugus 
and Chelsea.  They are so 
pleased to continue award-
ing these scholarships to 
deserving young woman 
excelling in mathematics 
and science studies who are 
graduating from local High 
Schools.

MYSTIC VALLEY 
ELDER SERVICES’ 
SPRING FOR 
INDEPENDENCE

Mystic Valley Elder 
Services’ Spring For Inde-
pendence theater event for 
2020 will be a special per-
formance of The Cast of 
‘Beatlemania,’ to be held 
Saturday April 4 at 6:30 

p.m. at the Greater Boston 
Stage Company in Stone-
ham.

Experience The Beatles 
- LIVE - as the cast of Beat-
lemania channels John, 
Paul, George and Ringo in 
note-for-note performance 
that has thrilled audiences 
of all ages across the coun-
try and around the world. 
This show traces the musi-
cal journey of the Fab Four 
from their humble begin-
nings at The Cavern Club 
to The British Invasion 
and the Ed Sullivan Show, 
through the iconic music of 
Sgt. Pepper Era to Abbey 
Road.

 Sponsorships and tickets 
are now available. Tickets 
cost $75 each and spon-
sorships levels range from 
$100 to $20,000. Please 
contact Robert Guthrie at 
781-388-4822 or rguthrie@
mves.org, or visit www.
mves.org for more infor-
mation.  Proceeds benefit 
Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices’ programs that keep 
older adults independent 
and living in their homes.

About Mystic Valley El-
der Services

Celebrating 45 Years of 
giving older adults their 
independence, Mystic 
Valley Elder Services is a 
non-profit agency located 
in Malden, Mass., that pro-
vides essential home- and 
community-based care and 
resources to older adults, 
adults living with disabil-
ities, and caregivers who 
reside in Chelsea, Everett, 
Malden, Medford, Melrose, 
North Reading, Reading, 
Revere, Stoneham, Wake-
field and Winthrop, regard-
less of their income level. 
Agency services include 
coordination of home care, 
transportation, Meals on 
Wheels, and information 
and referrals. For more in-
formation, please call (781) 
324-7705 or visit www.
mves.org.

BOSTON COLLEGE 
HIGH SCHOOL 
HONOR ROLL

The following students 
have been named to the 
Second Quarter Honor Roll 
at Boston College High 

School:
High Honors
o    Alvaro Deras 
 Below is the criteria for 

High Honors and Honors.
 For High Honors a 

Sophomore, Junior, and 
Senior must have at least 
a 3.80 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” 
or higher. Freshmen need 
a 3.6 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” or 
higher.

 For Honors a Sopho-
more, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.20 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or high-
er. Freshmen need a 3.165 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher.

About Boston College 
High School: Boston Col-
lege High School is a Jesuit, 
Catholic, college-prepara-
tory school for young men 
in grades 7 to 12. Founded 
in 1863, the school enrolls 
approximately 1,500 stu-
dents from more than 140 
communities in eastern 
Massachusetts. For more 
information please visit 
bchigh.edu.

BRIEFS

Rosalie A. O’Callaghan 
of Peabody, formerly of 
Chelsea, died unexpectedly 
on March 4, 

The beloved wife of 
Daniel V. O’Callaghan, she 
was the devoted mother 
of Daniel V. O’Callaghan 
and his wife, Pat of Xenia, 
OH, Diane M. Douglas 
and her husband, Paul of 
McDonough, GA, Jean A. 
Monahan and her husband, 
Brian of Londonderry, NH, 
Karen P. Houghton and her 
husband, Robert of West 
Peabody, Joseph P. O’Cal-
laghan and his wife, Donna 
of Malden, Kevin J. O’Cal-
laghan and his wife, Julie of 
Fremont, NH and Kathy A. 
Piotte of No. Andover; dear 
sister of Maureen Downey 
of Revere, Marilyn Nolan 
of Tewksbury and the late 
Edward Adams and Joseph 
Adams. She is also sur-

vived by 21 grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchil-
dren. 

Funeral arrangements 
were by the  Anthony Me-
morial - Welsh Funeral 
Home, Chelsea. Interment 
was at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Everett.  

Should friends desire, 
contributions in her memo-
ry may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, Attn; Memorial Giving, 
501 St. Jude Place, Mem-
phis, TN 38105.

Edward Costigan
World War II veteran and retired Boston 

Police Officer

Edward T. 
Costigan of 
Chelsea died 
on March 6 at 
the Woburn 
Rehabilitation 

Center where he had been 
receiving supportive care. 

Born in Boston 93 years 
ago, Edward was raised and 
educated in East Boston. He 
was inducted into the Unit-
ed States Army in January 
of 1945 and received the 
Asiatic Pacific Campaign 
Medal, as well as the World 
War II Victory Medal. 

After serving his coun-
try, he returned to East 
Boston, where he met his 
future wife, Marie.  After 
marriage, the couple settled 
in Chelsea. 

For over 25 years, Ed-
ward was a Boston Police 
Officer, mainly serving in 
the South End and Dudley 
stations. After retirement, 
he enjoyed wintering in 
Florida, walking the beach-
es both there and locally. A 
fan of the horses, he could 
always be found at Suffolk 
Downs.

He was the devoted hus-
band of the late Marie E. 
(Proctor), brother of Mary 
Coombs of Wilmington 
and the late Helen, William, 
John and George Costigan 
and is also lovingly sur-
vived by his sister-in-law, 
Theresa Grimaldi and her 
late husband, Guy of Chel-
sea, as well as by many 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Smith Funer-
al Home, 125 Washington 
Avenue, Chelsea. A Funeral 
Mass celebrated at St. Stan-
islaus Church, Chelsea was 
followed by interment at 
Holy Cross Cemetery. 

Anthony Golfieri
Lifelong Revere resident

Anthony “Tony” Golf-
ieri, a lifelong resident of 
Revere, died on March 9 at 
the age of 90.  

Born in Revere on April 
25, 1929, to the late Anthony 
and Adeline (Buonopane), 
he was the dear brother of 
Eleanor Cerabone and her 
late husband, Tony of Re-
vere, Caroline Norman of 
Revere, Roberta Beatrice 
and her husband, Joe of 
Lynnfield and the late Louis 
Golfieri. He is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews.  

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at St. Anthony’s 
Church today, Thursday, 
at 10 a.m. (Everyone meet 
directly at the Church.)  

Interment will be in Holy 
Cross Cemetery.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be 
made in Anthony’s name 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105-9959.  For guest 
book please visit www.
Buonfiglio.com.

Rosalie A. O’Callaghan
Aug. 3, 1939 – March 4, 2020

Happy Birthday
In Loving Memory of

Dorothy J. 
Gould

10 Year Anniversary

God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be,

 so he put his arms around you, 
and whispered come to me.

With tearful eyes we watched 
you, and saw you pass away.

Although we loved you dearly, 
we could not make you stay.

A golden heart stopped beating, 
hard working hands at rest,

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best.

Forever Loved & Missed,
`Joe, Debbie, Bill Jr.

Tommy & Derek

For Advertising Rates, Call 

617-884-2416

Staff Report

 Commonwealth Gov-
ernor Charlie Baker and 
Lt. Governor Karyn Poli-
to visited the Gloucester 
Marine Genomics Institute 
on February 25, 2020, to 
announce $14.6 million in 
Skills Capital Grant awards 
to 54 educational institu-
tions to update equipment 
and expand student enroll-
ment in programs that pro-
vide career education.

Bunker Hill Commu-
nity College (BHCC) was 
awarded $222,012 to sup-
port the College’s growing 
associate degree program 
in biological sciences, 
which has three options 
– biotechnology, biology 
transfer, and medical pro-
fessions. The College will 
use grant funding to create 
and equip a new biotech-
nology laboratory designed 
for this major, as well as 
upgrade an existing labora-
tory so that it can offer up-
per-level chemistry courses 
for STEM majors.

The Biological Sciences 
program of study affords a 
viable pathway to a four-
year college or a career 
in the biological science 
field. The biological sci-
ences program provides the 
technical coursework and 

laboratory experiences that 
enable students to success-
fully transfer and pursue a 
career in the medical pro-
fessions including medi-
cal, veterinary, pharmacy, 
physical therapy, and phy-
sician’s assistant programs.  
BHCC has articulation 
agreements with UMass 
Boston, UMass Amherst 
and UMass Lowell, en-
abling Medical Professions 
graduates to enroll in any 
one of these universities 
as juniors, without losing 
credits.

“We are grateful to re-
ceive this funding to help 
address the growing de-
mand for more lab space,” 
said Dr. Laurie McCorry, 
BHCC Dean of Science, 
Engineering and Math. “It 
is important to have this 
affordable pathway for 
the students to start here 
at BHCC and further their 
studies at a four year insti-
tution especially the won-
derful partnerships we have 
established.”

The competitive Skills 
Capital grants are awarded 
to educational institutions 
that demonstrate partner-
ships with local businesses, 
as well as align curriculum 
and credentials with indus-
try demand to maximize 
hiring opportunities in each 
region of the State.

BHCC among recipients of 
Skills Capital Grant award

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER

School Committee member Rosemarie Carlisle (center) 
greets Congressman Joe Kenendy III (left) and Attorney 
General Maura Healey at Sen. Sal DiDomenico’s Annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Dinner held March 6 at the Knights of Colum-
bus in Charlestown.
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By Seth Daniel

When Karyn Alzayer of 
Integral Arts Everett and 
Mimi Graney of Chelsea 
Prospers began reaching 
out to their artist communi-
ties in Everett and Chelsea 
– they soon found that there 
was a need in the region to 
connect artists in those two 
cities and also in neighbor-
ing areas like Revere, Mal-
den, East Boston and Win-
throp.

Many artists felt isolated, 
and weren’t connected to 
fellow artists, with some of 
them having been displaced 
from areas like Cambridge, 
Somerville and Boston in 
recent years. When Alzayer 
and Graney began to talk 
with one another, they said 
they sensed a clear call to 
organize regionally.

“When I was putting 
together the Everett Art 
Walk last fall, the sentiment 
among the artists was they 
needed a network to meet 
other artists,” Alzayer said. 
“Then when I was in Mal-
den, I heard the same sen-
timent. I realized there was 
a theme there. Then when I 
met with Mimi to work on 
some collaboration in Chel-
sea, she said artists she met 
were asking for a network. 
So, we decided this needed 
to be done.”

Added Graney, “We were 
looking for artists in Chelsea 
to do murals for our down-
town initiatives. We found 
quite a few new artists here, 
but then found out none of 
them knew each other. They 
expressed a desire to have 
a more formal way to meet 
regularly. I met Karyn while 
doing the Chelsea Night 
Market last summer and she 
is a powerbroker. We were 
think of it for Chelsea, but 
found there was the same 
sentiment in Everett and 
surrounding communities. 
We felt this first schmooz-
ing could bring about a 
spark…Gathering everyone 
together could maybe get 
some synergy.”

This month, on March 
24, they will kick off an ef-
fort called Creative Mystic 
that looks to align and spark 
connections between artists 
in Chelsea, Revere, Everett, 
Malden, Winthrop and East 
Boston. The event will take 
place in the Apollinaire The-
atre in Chelsea (189 Winni-
simmet St.) from 7-9 p.m.

Already they’ve had a 
great response from the 
communities, with 35 peo-
ple signing up within 24 
hours of going public with 
the effort. They hope to 
continue to get more artists 
from the region, and that 
includes all sorts of artists – 
from performance artists to 
musicians to the traditional 
visual arts media.

Alzayer said there is 
plenty of structure for art-
ists in Boston, Cambridge 
and Somerville. She said 
the North Shore also has 
a great existing network. 
However, the middle areas 
such as they represent, ar-
en’t as connected.

“There are a lot of cre-
atives in the middle here,” 
she said. “We don’t match 
up with Boston and we 
can’t go so far as the North 
Shore. There were enough 
of us here that it was a good 
idea to make these connec-
tions.”

Graney said one of the 
reasons people aren’t con-
nected is there are a good 
many artists who are rela-
tively new to the commu-
nity.

“I have been meeting 
more and more people who 
have been displaced from 
East Cambridge or Somer-
ville,” she said. “They 
lost their workspace and 
are moving to these areas. 
They’re bringing their or-
ganizational energy and 
know-how and hopefully it 
will help unite these cities.”

Alzayer said as a work-
ing artist, making those 
connections is critical. She 
said she hopes that by intro-
ducing artists from all over 
the area, it can lead to peo-
ple contacting one another 
outside of the group.

If they hit a creative 
roadblock, they can text any 
number of fellow artists for 
some ideas. That can lead 
to new ideas or new direc-
tions, she said.

“We’re sparking ideas 
and we’ll see what hap-
pens,” she said.

While the first event will 
be in Chelsea on March 
24, Graney said they hope 
to have a second event on 
May 1 in Everett.

To register for the event, 
go to the Chelsea Prospers 
Facebook page or go online 
to Eventbrite under ‘Cre-
ative Mystic Meet Up.’

Artists from several 
communities to organize 
in Chelsea this month

CHELSEA HIGH HONORS ITS WINTER SPORTS TEAMS 
Photos by Cary Shuman

Chelsea High School Di-
rector of Athletics Aman-
da Alpert held an Awards 
Night to recognize the stu-
dent-athletes who partici-
pated in the winter sports 
programs.

Alpert, a multi-year Su-
per Bowl-winning wom-
en’s professional football 
player, presented awards 
to members of the school’s 
basketball teams, track 
teams, and cheerleading 
team. The seniors received 

special recognition.
The CHS boys basket-

ball team was honored for 
its undefeated Common-
wealth Athletic Conference 
championship season.

Alpert also honored the 
middle school basketball 
teams who played their first 
seasons this winter.

The CHS athletic pro-
gram is preparing to re-
turn to the Greater Boston 
League after more than 30 
years as a member of the 
Commonwealth Athletic 
Conference.

The Chelsea High School girls 
basketball team is pictured above 
at the Awards Night held Monday 
in the school auditorium.

Chelsea High School boys bas-
ketball players, shown left, after 
being awarded their new jack-
ets. From left, Armani Cheek, 
D’Angelo Mojica, Jose Alvarado, 
Colin Powers, Anthony Maradia-
ga, and Manegabe Bujiriri.

Chelsea schools’ cross country and track athletes, from left, Gizelle Rodriguez, Dhalia Christmas, Jasmin Jovel, Stephanie 
Simon, Ana Chang, Percy Melgar, Gabriela Rivas, Sade Rosales, and Angeline Nguyen.

The Chelsea High School boys indoor track team is pictured at the Awards Night Monday at the school.

Chelsea High School track star Stephanie Simon, who will 
be attending Youngstown State University on a Division 1 
scholarship, is pictured with CHS track coach Cesar Hernan-
dez, at the Awards Night.

The Chelsea High School cheerleading team is pictured with head coach Brittany Ochoa and assistant coaches Leanna 
Martinez, Brandy Rordiguez, and Yasmin Garmenida.

The undefeated Commonwealth Athletic Conference champions, the CHS boys basketball team, is pictured with varsity 
head coach Judah Jackson, varsity assistant coach Matt Grassa, JV coach Marcus Carvalho, and freshman coach Cesar 
Castro.
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Seagle headlines BHCA Annual 
Meeting May 21

James F. Seagle, Jr., president of 
Rogerson Communities and a recog-
nized leader in the field of housing and 
services for elders, will give the keynote 
address at the BHCA’s 96th Annual 
Meeting and Reception to be held from 
6 - 8 p.m. on Monday, May 21, at the 
Union Club, 8 Park Street.

Seagle, joined Rogerson Communities 
in 1973 and initiated its transition from 
managing the Beacon House, formerly 
a single rest home for older men on 
Myrtle Street, to the multidimension-
al organization it is today. Its scope 

includes management of 21 communi-
ties and five adult day programs that 
serve more than 1,500 families.

In his presentation entitled ‘Yes in My 
Back Yard,’ Seagle will talk about its 
three properties on Beacon Hill. In addi-
tion to the Beacon House, which offers 
85 rent-subsidized and 32 rent-moder-
ated apartments for persons age 55 and 
over, are the Peter Fanueil School, with 
48 affordable apartments for low-in-
come individuals and families, and the 
Joy Street Residence with 20 affordable 
apartments for low-income persons who 

(BHCA Pg. 2)

Special to The Times

The Myrtle Street Playground, where 
pre-schoolers and their parents gather, is 
about to be radically transformed.

 New playground equipment is coming 
this spring. The planting beds are being 
transformed and a special playground fea-
ture which will provide climbing space for 
small children will take the playground up 
a notch in its significance.

 The Friends of Myrtle Street 
Playground, a group of parents, raised 
$50,000 for the playground improvement 
plan last June. The Beacon Hill Garden 
Club signed up to sponsor soil refurbish-
ment, a garden design and the plantings 
for the garden area. But Zen Associates, 
a landscape architecture and construction 
firm, agreed to do that work on a pro 
bono basis, leaving the garden club with 
extra funds to help with more extensive 
playground improvements.      

The work is slated for a late spring 
start. “Our goal is to be ready for the 
ribbon cutting ceremony with the instal-
lation of the new equipment as well as 
the start to summer programming on 
June 28,” said Renee Walsh, president of 
the Friends of Myrtle Street Playground. 
"Planning for the summer programming, 
which takes place every Thursday at 4 p.m. 
through the second week in September, is 
in full swing.”

Kim Stockwell and Diana Coldren, 
co-chairs of this year’s Tour of the Hidden 
Gardens of Beacon Hill, offered to donate 
to the playground the proceeds from the 

Garden Soirée, the festive neighborhood 
event held in the King’s Chapel Parish 
House garden on May 16 at 6:00pm, the 
evening before the tour. These improve-
ments include an irrigation system and 
plantings for the garden, a new paint job 
for the historic fencing, new iron fencing 
to match the historic fence, park bench 
refurbishment and ongoing maintenance.

Meanwhile, Beacon Hill Garden Club 
members were pondering how to mean-
ingfully celebrate the club’s 90th anniver-
sary. “We wanted to do something signif-
icant in the neighborhood,” said Jeanne 
Burlingame, the club’s president. Club 
members had already decided to install 
the new garden at the playground, but 
Civic Beautification committee co-chair 
Miguel Rosales urged the club to take on 
something of more significance.      

So the club has agreed on a special 
gift to the city, which owns the park, and 
separate funds will be raised to pay for it. 
There will be a surprise guest at the Soiree, 
where details of the club’s signature 90th 
Anniversary gift will be announced.

“The garden club is making such a 
generous contribution to this project,” 
said Walsh. “We’ll have new equipment, a 
beautiful new garden and a stunning cen-
terpiece with the garden club’s gift. We’ll 
have many happy children there for years 
to come.”  

The Soiree is open to all who want to 
enjoy a festive evening and donate to a 
good neighborhood cause.  Tickets are 
available for $150 each at www.beacon-
hillgardenclub.org/2018-garden-soiree.

Garden Club proceeds
to help Myrtle Street 
Playground renovations

Photo by John Corey

Dan Webb from the city’s Public Works Gas Lightning Division doing spring cleaning on 
the Beacon Hill gas lanterns by changing the mantels and glass.

SHINING A LITTLE LIGHT

By Beth Treffeisen 

A heated discussion between the candidates 
for Suffolk County District Attorney took 
place in a packed room at Suffolk University 
Law School on Thursday, May 3. 

The event was moderated by Meghan Irons 
the social justice reporter for The Boston 
Globe and was hosted by Boston Wards 3, 4, 
and 5 Democratic Committees, Suffolk Law 
School, Boston NAACP, MassVOTE, and the 
Mass Dems Latino Caucus. 

Candidates Evandro Carvalho, 
Massachusetts State Representative from 
Dorchester, Attorney Linda Champion, Greg 
Henning assistant district attorney, Shannon 

McAuliffe director at Roca an organiza-
tion that disrupts the cycle of poverty, and 
Rachel Rollins, Chief Legal Counsel to the 
Massachusetts Port Authority, were ready to 
answer questions during the forum. 

“About 77 percent of DA races go uncon-
tested across the U.S.,” said Rahsaan Hall, 
Director of the Racial Justice Program and 
“What a Difference a DA Makes” campaign 
for the ACLU of MA to a crowded room. 
“There are a lack of opportunities for com-
munities to engage but, this is what democracy 
looks like.”

Hall said that many folks don’t even know 

Suffolk County DA Candidates Forum 
sparks debate among the contenders

(Forum Pg. 7)
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT HUGE SUCCESS

(617)569-6044        (877)765-3221
MARIO REAL ESTATE

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?
WE NEED HOMES FOR SALE!!

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol • Falo Portuguese

ANNOUNCING!

We are pleased to announce
Lisa Leonard

Has joined our Sales Staff
Please call her for any of your 

Real Estate Needs
617-620-3178

LisaLeonardC21@gmail.com

SALE 
PENDING

REVERE - WEST
Spacious 6Rm, 3Br Home plus finished 

basement, H/w Floors, Garage, Nice private 
yd, Needs TLC, Price Right! #14T $479,000

EAST BOSTON
Loft Condos, High Ceilings, Nice sunlight, 

exposed beams, Steps to T, & Piers Park! Plus 
storage & parking, Reduced #156P $424,900

EAST BOSTON 
Last Unit, Brand New! 2Br Condo, H/W, SS 
Appl, Granite, Lg Deck, Plus garage parking. 

Ask $450's

WANTED
We Need Homes For Sale! 

Please Call Us Now!!

CHELSEA
Commercial, Investors, Contractors Apox. 
2500 S.F. Bld on 5000S.F. of land, Great 
contractor yard or develop! #7V $399K

CHELSEA - ADMIRALS HILL
3 Level Townhome, Mod Kit, Granite, H/W, 
High Ceilings & Lg Closets! Move right In! 

Great complex, Easy access to Boston
Reduced! $479K

CHELSEA 
Large & Sunny 3B 2 Bath home plus

 addl attic rms, Open K-LV Area to Lg Porch, 
Move Right In!

WEST REVERE
Lg 2 Family, 2 Levels for owner w/ 7Rms, 4 

Brs, H/w floors, Parking & Nice Yard 
Won't Last! $399k #35C

SALE 
PENDING

EAST BOSTON 
HARBORVIEW LOCATION

Brand new construction, 2Br Condos, 2nd has 
Roof Deck w/ Views! Both units have H/W, SS 
Appl, Deck, Garage parking! Steps to beach & 

Greenway, Must See!

NEW TO MARKET
Commercial (store on 1st floor) plus 2apts, 

Rebuilt within 10 years, All modern, 2 & 3Brs 
with extra baths plus amazing roof deck views 

of skyline! #290M $1,499,000

CHELSEA OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY 1-2:30PM

70 WARREN AVE
Great 1Br Condo, Fully updated, Over 700 
S.F., Brick Bldg, Balcony, Parking & More!

FHA Approved! Asking $222K

EAST BOSTON OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 12-1:30PM 

219 MARION ST GREENWAY LOC
Impeccable 3 family, Loads of updates 

throughout, 4-5-5 rms, CT Baths, Decks, H/w 
floors, Great for Investor or Live in! 1 Minute 

to T & Greenway. Asking $874K

See WYNN Page 2
PHOTOS BY JOE PREZIOSO

Irish  musicians Danny Novack, Noel Scott and John Ford filled the 
room with traditional musicat Senator Sal DiDomenico annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Fundraiser in Charlestown on Friday, March 8. See 
page 7 for more photos

 ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUNDRAISER

By Seth Daniel

One of the biggest cases to 
come up since the FBI Boston 
headquarters opened officially 
in Chelsea last November has 
been solved.

What is that case?
Where to get a good cup of 

coffee and a tasty lunch.
That was the opening line of 

Special Agent in Charge Hank 
Shaw during the colossal grand 
opening and ribbon cutting 
event at the new Chelsea-based 
FBI New England regional 
headquarters building on Tues-
day afternoon, March 7 - which 
attracted FBI Director James 
Comey.

“For the past four months, 
we have been in Chelsea and 
getting used to new things,” 
said Shaw. “We’ve gotten used 
to new commutes, we’ve gotten 
used to our Chelsea neighbors, 
and yes, we’ve figured out the 
best places to get a cup of cof-
fee and lunch."

The event was a high-securi-
ty affair with many from Chel-
sea invited and having to clear 
a background check and to go 
through an elongated security 
procedure. Inside, one entered 
to find a Wall of Honor from the 
Field Office in the lobby, and 
classical music played through 
speakers throughout the entire 
first floor.

The building featured bright, 
natural light and many glass 
windows to welcome the out-
side environmental of Everett 
Avenue into the new Field Of-
fice. After a prayer by Cardinal 
Sean O’Malley to bless the new 
office, Shaw welcomed ev-
eryone in attendance. That in-
cluded agents from around the 
country, including Carlos Moji-
ca - a Chelsea native now the 
assistant special agent in charge 
of the Seattle office, among 
others. Nearly every local po-
lice chief and police official 
form the area was also in atten-
dance, as were numerous feder-
al government liaisons. Some 
200 or more people, all told, 
were in attendance at the elon-
gated room - which was about 
150 yards long and will serve 
as flexible space for task forces 
and other specialized units that 
often come and go over time.

“I want to welcome you to 
our new home away from home 
that more accurately reflects the 
professionalism of our work-
force, provides the workspace 
needed to more efficiently ad-
dress our mission,” said Shaw. 
"It is a compelling example of 
the FBI’s prescient commit-
ment to the communities we 
serve...This headquarters af-
fords us additional space for our 
ever-growing task forces where 
dedicated officers, Troopers, 
and agents work alongside our 

FBI personnel every day keep-
ing people safe."

Shaw said the Boston office 
has never been outside of the 
City of Boston until now, and 
it has never had its own free-
standing building. The office 
began in the early 1900s, and 
had 17 members in 1924 when 
J. Edgar Hoover was appointed 
director. By 1932, the office 
had survived a closure and was 
re-opened with 100 employees.

Now, Shaw said, they are 
continuing that tradition.

"Now we are home to well 
over 600 employees and task 
force members who will over-
see 10 satellite offices and con-
duct 10s of thousands of inves-
tigations every year. For more 
than a century, the Boston divi-
sion has focused on preventing 
crimes across a broad spectrum 
of investigative disciplines 
from the threat of terror to es-
pionage, from cyber intrusion 
to crimes against children, from 
fraud to corruption, violence 
and gangs…we have enjoyed 
a proud and successful history 
of protecting our citizens and 
overcoming our fair share of 
challenges. We truly hope our 
presence in Chelsea will have 
a positive impact on the com-
munity.”

FBI Director Jim Com-

By Seth Daniel

In celebrating the ribbon 
cutting of the new Chelsea 
headquarters of the FBI Boston 
office, local police in Chelsea 
and beyond have even more 
reason to celebrate with the 
news that the FBI plans to open 
a computer forensics lab in 
the new building to help local 
law enforcement solve cyber 
crimes.

"Later this spring, in this 
very building on the fifth floor, 
we’ll be opening a new region-
al computer forensics lab that 
will be jointly staffed with our 
law enforcement partners,” 
said Special Agent in Charge 
Hank Shaw. "We’re excited 
to use this unique position to 
expand our capabilities to pro-
vide training opportunities to 
be in a better position to sup-

port law enforcement partners 
across our region. As we know, 
in one fashion or another cyber 
touches on everyone. There is 
no difference with what is seen 
in an investigation by the FBI 
or our local law enforcement 
partners…Having this comput-
er forensics lab will serve as a 
force multiplier for all of us to 
better exploit and analyze cy-
ber data.”

Shaw gave no details about 
what kind of equipment would 
be available, but Chief Brian 
Kyes said he could only imag-
ine it will be state of the art and 
will give his department capa-
bilities close by that they do not 
have now.

"We welcome the opportuni-
ty to expand upon our already 
formidable partnership with 

FBI, Director Comey, ACS stage tremendous grand opening party at new building

See FBI Page 2

FBI Director James Comey 
was in Chelsea to officially 
open the new headquarters 
on Everett Avenue Tuesday 
afternoon, March 7. He spoke 
about not liking the New 
England Patriots, and about 
giving the great employees 
here the tools to do their jobs 
better. He also joined Patricia 
and Anthony Simboli of ACS 
Development and Gov. Charlie 
Baker - among others - in 
cutting the ceremonial ribbon. 
See more photos on page 4.

FBI unveils plans for new 
regional computer forensic lab

By Cary Shuman

Jeff Bowen has been front 
and center in improving the 
appearance of Chelsea prop-
erties.

A leading real estate bro-
ker associate at ERA Russell, 
Bowen is again bringing his 
marketing and realty savvy to 
a sparkling new Chelsea res-
idence, the Thomas Martin 
Lofts located at 204 Spencer 
Avenue. One of his previous 
successes was The Beacon 
Condominiums at 81 Broad-
way. Bowen is also an inves-
tor in the Martin Lofts.

Longtime Chelsea resi-
dents will remember the for-
mer Horace Memorial Baptist 
Church at the corner of Spen-
cer and Webster Avenues. 
Thanks to the efforts of real 
estate developer Roback Real 
Estate, the former church has 
been thoughtfully repurposed 
in to 10 loft condominiums.  
Bowen said they chose the 
name “Thomas Martin Lofts” 
because it was Martin who 
built the church in 1885.

The four floors of the build-
ing consist of one one-bed loft 
with exposed brick, one stu-
dio, four two-bed, two-bath 
lofts, and three bi-level, two-
bed, two bath lofts with a fam-
ily room.

Bowen will show the new 
lofts for the first time at an 
open house this Saturday and 
Sunday, from noon to 3 p.m.  
There will be free pizza from 

Ciao Pizza for all visitors.
The Mill Hill neighbor-

hood is now home to an area 
that many are calling the New 
Chelsea Loft District, with the 
Thomas Martin Lofts joining 
the Davinci Lofts (960 Broad-
way,) the Industry Lofts (950 
Broadway) Spencer Lofts, the 
Keen Lofts (former Mary C. 
Burke School), and One Web-
ster as sought-after residential 
spaces.

“This is another reclaimed 
building for Chelsea that 
only 15 years ago a lot of 
the neighborhood was board-
ed up,” said Bowen. “Many 
original features remain from 
the church building including 
hardwood flooring, stained 
glass windows, and compo-
nents of the pipe organ.”

The price of the new Martin 
Lofts ranges from $325,000 to 
$525,000.

With the Silver Line com-
ing to Chelsea, Bowen feels 
the loft condominiums would 
be ideal residences for “young 
professionals who may have 
been priced out of Cambridge, 
Somerville, and some Bos-
ton neighborhoods such as 
Charlestown, South Boston, 
and East Boston and who want 
more bang for their buck.”

Bowen has become a big 
fan of Chelsea that won an 
All America City Award un-
der the leadership of former 
City Manager Jay Ash - a re-
surgence that is continuing 
under City Manager Thomas 

Agent For Change
Bowen continues Chelsea real estate 
renaissance with lofts in Mill Hill

Ambrosino.
“The reason I like Chelsea 

so much is that it is small yet 
it has an urban feel and I love 
the restaurants, especially 
Ciao Pizza, Dockside, New 
Bridge Café, Fusion Bistro, S 

and L Subs, Chelsea Station, 
Floramo’s, New Brown Jug, 
and Chili’s.”

Bowen invites all Chelsea 
residents to the open house 
or to visit the website: www.
thomasmartinlofts.com.

See LAB Page 2

Jeff Bowen, real estate broker associate at ERA Russell, 
stands outside the new Thomas Martin Lofts building locat-
ed at 204 Spencer Avenue, Chelsea. Bowen will be holding 
an open house for the 10 loft condominiums this Saturday 
and Sunday, from noon to 3 p.m. at the property. Free pizza 
from Ciao Pizza will be served to all visitors.

Unlicensed security 
guard is caught 
with a loaded gun 
in Fenway Target

By Beth Treffeisen 

Last March, the Boston Police 
Department doing a routine check at the 
liquor store within the Target at 1345 
Boylston St., caught a posted security 
guard carrying a loaded .357 revolver in 
violation of the Boston Licensing Board. 

At a hearing on Tuesday, May 8, 
Boston Police detectives said that they 
found the security guard out of uniform 
and carrying a visible gun with an expired 
Boston firearms ID. In addition, the store 
failed to notify the city he would be on 
duty as required by the permit. 

  Boston
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SOUTH END BASEBALL OPENING DAY

FRESH PAINT FUNDRAISING GALA

Walsh says more work needed to sell Quincy on Long Island benefits

Commission to remove
Landwave sculptures

(Unlicensed secUrity GUard  Pg. 3)

SOWA OPENS FOR THE 2018 SEASON

Photos by Keiko Hiromi

Princess Bulanadi, Julian Tremblay and Kristina Deta Merced at the ‘Welcome to SoWa sign. SoWa Market 
kicked off its 2018 season on May 6 in South End, and featured 175 local artists, farmers, specialty food ven-
dors, and food trucks. 

Photo by Derek Kouyoumjian

Executive Director of the Copley Society Of Art Suzan Redgate and for-
mer host of TV show ‘Greater Boston’ Emily Rooney pose near a paint-
ing by Lori Mehta titled "Cranberry Red.” Rooney likes the painting by 
this emerging artist during the Society’s Fresh Paint Gala on Thursday, 
May 3. The gala was the end to the 30th annual Fresh Paint fundraising 
week.

Photo Keiko Hiromi

Jim Corsi - a former pro pitcher for the Oakland Athletics, 
Houston Astros, Florida Marlins, Boston Red Sox and Baltimore 
Orioles - thowing out a first pitch at South End Youth Baseball 
Opening Day. The South End league kicked off its season on 
Saturday, May 5, with a parade through the neighborhood and a 
party at Peter’s Park.

By Beth Treffeisen 

The blue-and-green tiled waves 
alongside Peter’s Park in the South 
End will be no more. 

After years of strife between 
community members of the 
South End and the Boston Arts 
Commission, the board voted 
4-3 to remove the two Landwave 
sculptures in Peter’s Park at hear-
ing on Tuesday, May 8. 

“Deaccessioning a work of art 
from a permanent collection is 
indeed a decision that none of the 
commissioners take lightly,” said 
Chair Lynne Kortenhuas. “This 
is the first time that I know of we 
had to make a decision to remove 

a public artwork from the perma-
nent collection.”

The vote did not deaccession 
the piece that would have formally 
removed it from the City’s collec-
tion, but will remove the physical 
structure of the Landwaves. 

The Commission will work 
to document the piece as once 
being installed in their collection 
and work to commemorate the 
original landform by re-siting the 
plaque on site. In the future, the 
Commission hopes to further the 
original vision and concept possi-
bly through original drawings or a 
virtual installation. 

(landwave Pg. 3)

By Seth Daniel

The fight was inevitable, and now 
it’s on.

The clash between Quincy and 
Boston has heated up this week now 
that serious steps have been taken 
to move forward on rebuilding the 
Long Island Bridge, a bridge that 

would unlock access to a planned 
world-class recovery campus on the 
Island and make major headway in 
reducing the social service inunda-
tion in the South End. 

The trouble – there’s no way 
to get to Long Island except by 
going through Quincy and its insu-
lar neighborhood of Squantum. 

Last week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
announced the advancement of the 
Bridge rebuilding project to the City’s 
Conservation Commission – a first 
step in the re-build that looks to 
relieve a tremendous amount of the 
quality-of-life problems in the South 

(lonG island clash Pg. 2)
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By Seth Daniel

The cheese stood alone on 
Monday night at Everett City 
Hall, as representatives from 
Chuck E. Cheese were called 
to hearings of the Council’s 
Public Safety Committee and 
the License Commission re-
garding the most recent inci-
dent of violence in its Everett 
store.

The Everett License Com-
mission held a hearing on the 
matter, and asked that the chil-
dren’s restaurant and game 
center – which has had two 
violent incidents erupts in the 
last three months – increase its 
security measures.

“There’s a problem there 
and unfortunately the police 
had to be called,” said Chair 
Phil Antonelli. “Then Fox 
news got it. No one wants 
that. It’s a black eye for you as 
a business. It’s a black eye for 
the City of Everett.”

One interesting thing that 
made it hard for the License 
Commission to penalize the 
establishment is that it has no 
liquor license, and only has an 
entertainment license with the 
City.

“People talk about rolling 
back your hours or some-
thing,” said Antonelli. “What 
are we going to do? You close 
at 9 p.m. Does that mean we 

make you close at 6 p.m.? 
That doesn’t work.”

Instead, the Commission 
and the Council asked that 
more safety measures are put 
in place.

One new thing was the ad-
dition of police details every 
day on school vacation weeks. 
The most recent incident, 
which involved a fight be-
tween a man, a woman and a 
pregnant woman, occurred on 
the night of President’s Day, 
Feb. 20 – the first day of Feb-
ruary School Vacation week.

James Rowley of Chuck E. 
Cheese said they will contin-

Chuck E. Cheese ordered to have details on school vacations

By Joseph Domelowicz Jr.

School Department offi-
cials met with the City Coun-
cil Committee of the Whole 
on Thursday night, March 2, 
to explain their need for a $1.3 
million transfer for the current 
school year and how they will 
use the funds to get through 
the school year.

On hand to support the 
School Department request 
were State Senator Sal Di-
Domenico, State Representa-
tive Joseph McGonagle and 
Mayor Carlo DeMaria, all of 
whom offered their support 
for the schools and explained 

their efforts to help the School 
Department close the unfore-
seen budget deficit.

According to Superinten-
dent Frederick Foresteire, 
who discussed the need for 
the transfer with the Indepen-
dent on Monday, the Everett 
School Department identified 
a nearly $5.3 million budget 
deficit shortly after the school 
budget was passed last year.

“This was all caused by 
changes that were made to 
the state’s school funding for-
mula, which left Everett and 
about 10 or 12 other school 
districts with a reduction in 
state aid, while some wealth-

ier school districts actually 
received more money,” ex-
plained Foresteire. “The De-
partment of Education realizes 
that some mistakes were made 
in the formula and they’re try-
ing to do some things to make 
amendments or changes to 
the formula for next year, but 
they can’t do anything for this 
year.”

The state education fund-
ing, known as Chapter 70 aid, 
is determined by a formula that 
includes several factors such 
as the size of the community, 
the average income of local 

Council to take up $1.3 million transfer for schools
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE
Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles 

when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your vehicle 
at the same location. We offer issuance of license plates, 

transfer of registrations, and renewal of registrations 
to all of our valued clientele, even after the Registry 

is closed and on Saturdays. Please call today to 
schedule an appointment.

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc.
492 Broadway

Everett, MA 02149

617-387-9700

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm
Check out our NEW website! 

www.larovere.com 
Quote your policy online!

See CHEESE Page 2

See SCHOOLS Page 2

By Seth Daniel

Alanna Felix and Patri-
cia Flores are just two of 
hundreds of girls that attend 
Northeast Vocational School 
in Wakefield, but they often 
find themselves alone in their 
studies.

That’s because they study 
carpentry, and they are two 

of only three young women 
in their course of study. How-
ever, a new effort spearheaded 
by Wynn Boston Harbor and 
a conglomeration of voca-
tional schools – as well as the 
Boston Building and Trades 
Council – looks to change 
those numbers significantly 
and get more women on con-
struction sites via vocational 
school programs.

“We are just two of three 
girls in our shop,” said Felix 
last Thursday, while attending 
a Girls in Trades conference 
at a Dorchester union hall 
with hundreds of other girls 
interested in the trades. “We 
deal with the guys but it’s re-
ally not too bad. These kinds 
of jobs really are open to us. 
Girls can have an easier time 
getting a job in the trades now. 
Being a girl in the trades, we 
have a different strength. We 
have a more gentle touch in 
carpentry and do better detail 
work I think.”

Added Flores, of Revere, 
“There are certain things I 
can’t do in the shop, things I 
can’t personally do. That real-
ly doesn’t have to do with the 
fact that I’m a girl though…I 
don’t know yet if I want to go 
into the trades, but I do feel 
like any job I would want to 
pursue is open to me. I don’t 
think doors are closed because 
I’m a girl.”

It was a theme throughout 

By Seth Daniel

Adding to the boom of 
breweries in Everett will soon 
be Down the Road Brewery, 
which got its Farmer’s Pour-
ing License on Monday night 
from the Everett License 
Commission.

The license will allow the 
brewery and its owner, Dono-
van Bailey, to now have an of-
ficial taproom similar to those 
already at Night Shift Brew-
ery, Short Path Distillery and 
Bone Up Brewery. Down the 
Road, however, is down the 
road from the other breweries, 
having its location at 151 Bow 
St. in the Line neighborhood.

“We’re working on finish-
ing up all of our construction 
and in six to eight weeks we 
should be open,” he said. “We 
would like to be open at the 
taproom in late April.”

The taproom will feature 
200-plus seats and will have 
parking for at least 140 vehi-
cles in two lots. It is expect-
ed to be around 2,800 sq. ft. 
in size – making it one of the 
larger taprooms in Everett.

Baily has been operating 
the brewery in Everett for a lit-
tle over a year on Bow Street, 
mostly doing distribution 
of his products and contract 
brewing. However, unlike 
his comrades in the brewing 
business, he didn’t yet have a 
taproom. In the business, hav-
ing a taproom is some of the 
best promotion available and 
serves as a place for people 
to congregate and enjoy fresh 
beer while getting to know the 
makers of the product.

“It was stalled for awhile, 
but we got some investors in 
recently and that accelerated 
the project,” he said.

An attorney representing 

PHOTOS BY JOE PREZIOSO

Irish  musicians Danny Novack, Noel Scott and 
John Ford filled the room with traditional music. 
Meanwhile, Senator Sal DiDomenico (photo right)
welcomed everyone and threw out a few of his 
best zingers during his annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Fundraiser in Charlestown on Friday, March 8.
The annual dinner and roast benefits the Di-
Domenico Foundation, and raised more than 
$50,000 this year with a record turnout.  See page 
6 for more photos.

PHOTO BY BOB MARRA/ROBERTMARRAPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

WHATEVER IT TAKES:  Everett’s Isaiah Likely leaps over Somer-
ville’s John Kalton in pursuit of a loose ball. While Somerville 
held tight for part of the game, the Everett boys put their foot 
on the gas in the third quarter and powered past the Highland-
ers, 78-53. Everett will face Central Catholic High School on 
Wednesday night, March 8, in North Andover.  See page 8 for 
more photos.

MOVING FORWARD

 ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUNDRAISER

Down the Road 
gets license for 
new taproom, 
April opening

Wynn, unions look to get more women into the trades

Patricia Flores, of Revere, and Alanna Felix, of Saugus, are two 
of only three young ladies in the Northeast Vocational School 
carpentry shop. They said that even though their numbers are 
lower, they have skills that rival the boys, and that they believe 
trade careers are open to them.

See TAPROOM Page 2

See WOMEN Page 4

Special to the Independent

This past week, the City of 
Everett witnessed several dev-
astating fires on Central Ave 
Ferry Street, and Main Street. 
Flames engulfed the houses 
and caused severe damage to 
the interior and exterior. For-
tunately, the residents in all 
three locations were safe and 
accounted for. 

Mayor DeMaria stated, “I 
want to applaud and thank our 
fire department and the sur-
rounding community fire de-
partments for their brave and 
hard work. These men and 
women are true heroes and 
risked their lives to save both 
residents and the houses.”

The City of Everett, as part 
of the Mayor’s Fire Victims 
Fund, has provided $4,000 
to residents to support those 
that have been displaced from 
their homes this week due to 
fires. The Mayor’s Office has 
also worked with the Red 
Cross and local agencies to 
assist with finding housing, as 
well as other essentials; food, 
clothes, and toiletries.   

Established in 2009 by 

Mayor DeMaria, the Fire Vic-
tims Fund provides a meth-
od for the City of Everett, its 
residents, and business com-
munity to contribute to any 
possible victims of fire related 
tragedies. Since its inception, 
the City has helped hundreds 
of individuals through devas-
tating fires. Through generous 
contributions and donations 
from community members, 
the City is able to donate ap-
proximately $250 to each per-
son in need.

Mayor DeMaria stated, 
“This fund provides a meth-
od for the City of Everett, its 

EFD bravely battles 
devastating fires

Everett Firefighters battled 
several fires this past week.

See FIRE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

The Wynn Boston Harbor 
group detailed changes to its 
Everett resort casino during 
a meeting of the Massachu-
setts Gaming Commission 
(MGC) on Thursday, March 
2, in Springfield – noting that 
the retail component of the 
project has been decreased 
significantly in favor of more 
convention space.

In a presentation to the 
MGC, Wynn officials indi-
cated they had submitted a 
Notice of Project Change to 
state environmental regula-
tors, known as MEPA, that 
encompasses changes within 
the resort and some changes 
in removing sediments in and 
around the shoreline.

According to the presenta-
tion, the total retail area has 
been decreased from 56,602 
sq. ft. to 9,177 sq. ft. President 
Bob DeSalvio said they would 
be bringing in the Wynn Col-
lection – a group of boutique 
stores.

In exchange, Wynn would 
institute more function space. 
They would go from 78,784 
sq. ft. to 97,248 sq. ft.

The change would also af-
fect the numbers of gaming 
positions, though the over-
all square footage would not 
change.

Wynn reported adding 171 
new gaming positions to the 
new plan, which would take 
it up to a total of 4,421 posi-
tions.

Wynn Boston 
Harbor details 
changes to 
Mass Gaming

By Seth Daniel

In five years, many things 
around the Town have come and 
gone.

Most of those things have been 
forgotten, or have become less 
important, but that is not the case 
with the memory of Steven Jones 
– who was tragically murdered off 
of Medford Street five years ago 
on Monday, May 7, while passing 
by and intervening to break up a 
fight.

His killer has been sentenced 
and is jail. Few remember his 
name.

But the name and memory 
that the Town still keeps alive is 

that of Jones, and that was no 
more apparent than on Monday 
when about 100 or more friends 
and family came together at Eden 
Street Park to mark the fifth year 
of his death with a balloon launch.

In fact, his memory still remains 
so strong in the Town that some of 
the black and red and gold bal-
loons refused to leave Eden Street 
following their release – hanging 
out in the trees for several minutes 
before floating up into the sky 
with the rest of them.

The event was coordinated by 
The Charlestown Coalition’s Turn 
It Around group (where Jones 
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REMEMBERING STEVEN JONES

Balloons fly into the sky in mem-
ory of the late Steven Jones, as 
his mother, Susan Rawlinson, 
and friend, Elaine Donovan, 
watch them ascend on Monday 
afternoon, May 7, at Eden Street 
Park. Scores of friends and family 
gathered on the fifth anniversary 
of Jones’s murder to remember 
and celebrate his life.

May 12 will be ‘Celebrate 
Historic Charlestown Day’

(steven Jones Pg. 4 )

By Beth Treffeisen 

A heated discussion between 
the candidates for Suffolk County 
District Attorney took place in a 
packed room at Suffolk University 
Law School on Thursday, May 3. 

The event was moderated by 
Meghan Irons the social justice 
reporter for The Boston Globe and 
was hosted by Boston Wards 3, 4, 
and 5 Democratic Committees, 
Suffolk Law School, Boston 
NAACP, MassVOTE, and the 
Mass. Dems. Latino Caucus. 

Candidates Evandro 
Carvalho, Massachusetts State 
Representative from Dorchester, 

Attorney Linda Champion, Greg 
Henning, assistant district attor-
ney, Shannon McAuliffe director 
at Roca, an organization that 
disrupts the cycle of poverty, 
and Rachel Rollins, Chief Legal 
Counsel to the Massachusetts Port 
Authority, were ready to answer 
questions during the forum. 

“About 77 percent of DA races 
go uncontested across the U.S.,” 
said Rahsaan Hall, Director of 
the Racial Justice Program and 
“What a Difference a DA Makes” 
campaign for the ACLU of MA to 
a crowded room. 

Suffolk County DA Candidates Forum 
sparks debate among the contenders

The Charlestown Townies men’s team took their first-ever Chowda Cup in 
Marlborough last weekend, beating returning champs Framingham for the 
Cup. The Townies have participated in the huge hockey tournament – which 
boasts about 80 to 100 teams – for about 10 years without bringing home a 
cup. This year was different with the help of Tournament MVP Joe Hurley, 
along with Captains George Dighton and Jamie Chambers.
Standing (L-R) Tyler Moran, Tom Knapp, Bryan Rose, George Dighton, 
Jack Dean, Matt Dighton, and Tourney MVP Joe Hurley. 
Kneeling (L-R) Hank Chase, Brendan Doyle, Corey Suprey, Brendan 
Gilmore, and Jamie Chambers. Laying down is Goalie Cam McGlashing.

TOWNIES WIN FIRST CHOWDA CUP

After five years, Steven Jones
is not forgotten in the Town

(Forum Pg. 5)
By Seth Daniel

After a lively welcome and a lot 
of happy socializing, the top item 
on the agenda for Mayor Martin 
Walsh at the Training Field on 
Wednesday morning was dogs…
and leashes.

“I want to start by taking a 
moment to thank the community 
for the great work that was done 
to refurbish this park, but we need 
to address the dogs in the park,” 
said the mayor. “I want to make 
sure people are using the park with 
their dogs on a leash. Tell your 
neighbors and let them know to 
have their dogs on a leash and pick 
up after them…This isn’t an anti-
dog statement but a reality state-
ment. We are looking for more 
opportunities to create more places 
for dog parks. This was a very 
important project and a major 
effort by the community. This is an 
issue I’ve heard three or four times 
since I’ve gotten here today.”

The issue has bubbled up this 
year, as the grass in the Training 
Field has been withered away by 
the many dog owners who let their 
dogs run off leash on the grass. 

Walsh holds
annual coffee
hour meeting 

By Seth Daniel

If there’s ever a day to block off 
for a full day of fun in the Town – 
aside from the day that includes a 
large parade – then that day would 
be this Saturday, May 12, when the 
Friends of Memorial Hall and the 
Charlestown Preservation Society 
will combine with other friends to 
have an entire day and evening full 
of events.

Dubbed ‘Celebrate Historic 
Charlestown Day,’ the day is 
designed to celebrate the launch 
of CPS’s new walking app, and 
also to draw major attention (and 
funding) to the restoration efforts 

underway at historic Memorial 
Hall.

“Most people haven’t been in 
the Hall for at least 20 years 

or more, and if you’re under 50 
or new to the Town, then you 

(CeleBrAte Pg. 8)
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Wednesday, March 8, 2017

     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?
Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!
#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol • Falo Portuguese

WANTED
We Need Homes 

For Sale!
Please Call Us Now!

REVERE ON THE BEACH!!
Spacious 2Br 2 bath Condo, Amazing Ocean 

views! Elevator, IG pool, Parking, Great Build-
ing. Reduced $299K

EAST BOSTON EAGLE HILL
Gorgeous & spacious 2Br, 2 bath condo, H/W 
Floors, Lg Deck, Top of the Line Renovations, 

Boston & Skyline Views! 
Easy T Access to Boston. Ask $540's

HARBORVIEW LOCATION
Last Unit, Brand New! 2Br Condo, H/W, SS Appl, 

Granite, Lg Deck, Plus garage parking. 
Ask $450's

SALE
PENDING

CHELSEA - ADMIRALS HILL
3 Level Townhome, Mod Kit, Granite, 

H/W, High Ceilings & Lg Closets! Move 
right In! Great complex, Easy access to 

Boston Reduced! $479K

EAST BOSTON
"EAGLE HILL LOCATION"

Private setting for this nice 3Br 
11/2 Bath home, H/W Flrs, Deck 

& Patio Possible expansion. 
Priced Right $330's

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Convenient & desirable Loc, 3 Brs, 
1 & 3/4 Bath, Great Yard area, 

Easy walk to T $449,000

EAST BOSTON 
"ORIENT HEIGHTS"

Spacious oversize Cape, 8Rms, 4Brs, 
2 1/2 baths, Fireplace, IG Pool, Great 

location, Great home! 
Reduced $565,000

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON HARBORVIEW  LOC.
Beautifully renovated townhome, 2+ Bedrooms, 
3 baths, SS Appl, H/W, Marble counter & new 

kitchen & bath. Deck, Steps to T & Beach, Parking, 
Must See, Won't Last! Asking $449,900SALE

PENDING

APARTMENTS TO RENT
24 ORLEANS ST EAST BOSTON 

5 Brand New Units on Waterfront! Ed

EAST BOSTON OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 12-1:30PM 

219 MARION ST GREENWAY LOC
Impeccable 3 family, Loads of updates through-

out, 4-5-5 rms, CT Baths, Decks, H/w floors, 
Great for Investor or Live in! 1 Minute to T & 

Greenway. Asking $874K

CHELSEA OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY 1-2:30PM

70 WARREN AVE
Great 1Br Condo, Fully updated, Over 700 S.F., 

Brick Bldg, Balcony, Parking & More!
FHA Approved! Asking $222K

NEW TO MARKET
Commercial (store on 1st floor) plus 2apts, 

Rebuilt within 10 years, All modern, 2 & 3Brs 
with extra baths plus amazing roof deck views 

of skyline! #290M $1,499,000

JOIN THE EAST BOSTON COMMUNITY ON THURSDAY, MARCH 23 AT 11AM, IN HONORING 
ALBERT "BUDDY" MANGINI 

FOR HIS YEARS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE.  
A dedication will be held at the island on the corner of Wally and Bennington Streets, the official kick off point for the East Boston Columbus Day Parade. 

The island at this location will be dedicated as the 'Buddy Mangini Island'. 

Following the dedication a luncheon in Buddy's honor will be held at Orient Heights Yacht Club at the end of Bayswater Street. 
Tickets for the event are $25 and a portion of sales will go towards the newly  formed Buddy Mangini Scholarship. 

The scholarship will be awarded every year to a graduating East Boston high school student.
So let's join together as a community and give Buddy a day he will always remember.

For tickets call Joe Ruggiero at 
617-590-3035. 

Please see SUFFOLK Page 2

The East Boston Chamber 
of Commerce proudly an-
nounces its new campaign, 
“Eastie Eats”. Participating 
restaurants will offer special 
discounts to locals and out 
of town visitors each week, 
from Sunday through Thurs-
day, beginning Sunday March 
12th and ending on Thursday 
March 23rd, 2017. To partici-
pate, diners simply visit their 
restaurant of choice from a 
list of participating establish-
ments; no special tickets, pass-
es or coupons are required.

How it works: from Sunday 
February 26th through Sun-
day March 4th, community 
members made their "favorite 
restaurant" picks through the 
East Boston Chamber of Com-
merce Facebook page. From 
this list of votes, the East Bos-
ton Chamber Board will create 
the “Top 10 Restaurants” list 
to be included in the first ever 
“Eastie Eats” campaign.

“Top 10” restaurants cho-
sen by the community do not 
need to be Chamber members 
to participate.  Chamber mem-
ber restaurants can automati-
cally be included in the cam-
paign by registering on-line 
at:  http://eastbostonchamber.
com/eastieeats/.  Non-mem-
ber restaurants that are not 

It’s time toSpring Forward

Don’t forget to set your clocks forward on Saturday

"Eastie Eats" 
program starts 
March 12

By John Lynds

Ignazio "Iggy" Gerardi, one of East Boston 
most beloved and colorful barbers, has died. 

Mr. Gerardi, affectionately known through-
out the neighborhood as 'Iggy' passed away 
suddenly on Sunday, March 5 while on vaca-

tion in Brazil. He was 58 years old. 
For close to four decades Iggy brought joy, 

happiness and friendship to his loyal customers 
as the co-owner of Style Center Salon on Me-
ridian Street. 

Iggy was born on February 4, 1959  in Mar-
sala, Sicily to Vincenzo and Olimpia Gerardi 
and immigrated to Eastie in 1971. 

At the age of 14 he met and began a lifelong 
friendship with Phil Talluto, who would even-
tually become Iggy's business partner at Style 
Center. 

"Everybody loved Iggy," said Talluto. "Iggy 
was my brother, he was my friend and we 
laughed every day we were together."

Iggy and Talluto began working together 
shinning shoes at the age of 14 outside a barber 
shop in Boston. 

Later Iggy and Talluto got their barbers li-
censes and went to work in Quincy for a few 
years before deciding to open their own barber 
shop on Meridian Street in 1981--shortly after 
Iggy married his late wife, Anita. 

At Style Center, regular customers became 
accustomed to the "Phil and Iggy Show" as 
they called it. The show was a blend of Iggy's 
talents as a barber as well his ability to tell 
hilarious stories or make his loyal customers 
laugh. 

"He was the funniest person I had ever met," 
said Talluto. "He loved his customers and he 
loved to tell them stories and make them laugh. 
I really don't know whether to laugh or cry 
when I think of him right now. I spent the past 
36 years side by side with Iggy. He was the 
godfather to my kids. I was the best man in his 
wedding. I was the godfather to his kids. We 
were family. I really can't believe he is gone."

Up until last year, Iggy stayed cutting the 
hair of generations of Eastie and Style Center 
earned the reputation of being part barbershop, 
part hang out, part clubhouse with Iggy being 

By John Lynds

Rumors are swirling that 
Suffolk Downs owners have 
inked a deal with a local de-
veloper to develop all, most or 
some of the 160-acre racetrack 
but track officials have been 
mum. 

Reports have been surfac-
ing all week stating with a re-
port in the Boston Herald that 
Suffolk Downs had entered 
into a purchase and sale agree-
ment with a buyer that has 
been eying the track. 

The Boston Globe then 
expanding on the Herald re-
port that a group led by for-
mer Boston Redevelopment 
Authority chief Tom O’Brien 
was the one that had signed 
the purchase and sale agree-
ment. O'Brien leads the Bos-
ton-based HYM Investment 
Group known for being a key 
player in the development 

By John Lynds

Last week's major an-
nouncement that Boston's In-
stitute of Contemporary Art 
(ICA) is planning an expan-
sion on East Boston's water-
front was met with great ex-
citement in the neighborhood. 

The ICA plans to renovate 
a condemned industrial ware-
house at the Boston Shipyard 
and Marina on Marginal Street 
across from KO Pies into a 
thriving community art space. 

"This is exciting news for 
East Boston," said City Coun-
cilor Sal LaMattina. "To have 
an institution like the ICA 
come to the neighborhood will 
have positive impacts not only 
for the visitors but also for the 
water transportation piece of 
this proposal with the inclu-
sion of water taxi service be-
tween both sites. I believe that 
this is a partnership that will 
work and will greatly bene-
fit the neighborhood and the 

ICA."
ICA officials made the an-

nouncement last Wednesday 
that it will expand its artistic 
programming across the Har-
bor to a temporary site at the 
shipyard in Eastie. 

"We are honored to be a 
part of the East Boston land-
scape, a community that has 
long championed the arts, 
public parks, and the water-
front," said the ICA Director 
Jill Medvedow. 

According to the ICA the 
new space, dubbed the Water-
shed, is projected to open in 
summer 2018 pending permit-
ting and final design. The ICA 
said they need to bring the cur-
rently condemned building up 
to code but want to keep a raw 
industrial feel to the building. 
The shipyard has played host 
to HarborArts, an annual art 
festival that uses art and artists 
to bring attention to the global Beloved East Boston barber, 

Ignazio "Iggy" Gerardi, at 58

Suffolk Downs 
close to a sale?

ICA to expand to 
Eastie by 2018

Please see EATS Page 2 Please see IGGY Page 2

The winners and the Judges: 3rd place winner Bryan Venegas, 2nd place Bryan Toro, 1st place 
Lilian Miranda, Judge MaryBeth Hamway, and Judge Albert ‘Buddy’ Mangini.  Back: Judges Maria 
Mazzarella, Principal Kristen Goncalves, Jessica Vazquez and Rosalee Petralia.  See page 8 for story 
and more photos.

KENNEDY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN SPELLING BEE

East Boston resident Darice Maghsoudi works on her painting 
at last Friday night's Salesian Boys & Girls Club 'Paint Party' 
fundraiser to support Boys & Girls Club programs. Maghsoudi 
was one of over 200 people that participated in the fundraising 
event.  see more photos on page 10.

SALESIAN PAINT NIGHT 
FUNDRAISER

Iggy Gerardi (right) with his longtime business 
partner Phil Talluto shortly after they opened 
Style Center Salon on Meridian Street in 1981. 

Please see ICA Page 4

By John Lynds

On Saturday morning at the 
Mario Umana Academy, the 
Ward I Democratic Commit-
tee held a caucus to elect del-
egates to the state convention. 
The caucus included Eastie 
registered Democrats as well 
as a special visit by Boston 
Mayor Martin Walsh. The 
convention will be held on 
Saturday, June 3 at the Tson-
gas Arena in Lowell. 

The delegates elected Sat-
urday will be sent to the 2017 
convention to adopt a new 
party platform for the state 
Democratic Party. 

Elected Saturday were ten 
female delegates, nine male 
delegates and three alternates. 

The female delegates elect-
ed were Lydia Edwards, Fi 
Nguyễn, Vicki Dzinzidashvili, 
Jane O'Reilly, Celeste Ribeiro 

Local Ward Democratic 
Committee holds caucus

Please see CAUCUS Page 14

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Conservation Law 
Foundation (CLF) and the 
Town of Saugus Board of 
Health have filed an appeal 
to the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection, which issued a permit 
allowing Wheelabrator/Sau-
gus landfill to continue at the 
site.

Filed last week, the ap-
peal contests the decision 
from MassDEP, which allows 
Wheelabrator to place addi-
tional ash fill in two valleys 
within the limit of the landfill, 
subject to specific conditions.

State Rep. Roselee Vincent 
has been staunch opponent of 
the trash to energy recycling 
plant on Route 107 border-
ing Revere. Under the permit, 
Wheelabrator Saugus would 
be able to uncap 39 acres in 
two drainage valleys and fill 

them with over 500,000 tons 
of incinerator ash over the 
next five to 10 years.  

“I am extremely pleased 
with Conservation Law Foun-
dation’s and the Saugus Board 
of Health’s decision to appeal 
the permit approved by the 
MassDEP,” said State Rep. 
RoseLee Vincent.  “I thank 
both CLF and the Board of 
Health for hearing the cries of 
people who live in the shadow 
of Wheelabrator Saugus’ fa-
cility.”

“Wheelabrator/Saugus is 
an integral part of the state’s 
environmental and economic 
infrastructure, providing local 
communities with sustain-
able management of non-re-
cyclable waste produced by 
households and businesses in 
the region while generating 
enough clean, renewable en-
ergy to power 38,000 homes,” 
said James Connolly, Wheela-

brator vice president environ-
mental, health and safety.

Vincent has stated that the 
decision by MassDEP did not 
take into account the severe 
flooding experienced by the 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the unlined ash landfill in Jan-
uary and March.  

“The permit allows 
Wheelabrator to continue the 
same operations and does not 
change the monofill’s height, 
footprint or lateral measure-
ment,” Connolly said.

“The time is long overdue 
for Wheelabrator to be held 
accountable for their actions, 
and if the MassDEP cannot 
live up to its core mission 
of  ‘ensuring clean air and 
water, safe management and 
recycling of solid and hazard-
ous wastes...and the preserva-
tion of wetlands and coastal 

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

Trying to get through col-
lege with a learning disabil-
ity and bipolar disorder is 
no easy task, not to mention 
the fact that you’re 59 years 
old, the mother of two grown 
sons, and grandmother to one. 
That’s one Revere woman’s 
story, and she’s proud to tell it.

“I wasn’t planning on walk-
ing the stage with the young-
sters,” said McQuade, who 
will turn 60 in two months.

Longtime Revere resident 
Debra Shalashman McQuade 
challenged herself and came 
out on top, and she is look-
ing forward to walking in 
the graduation ceremonies of 
North Shore Community Col-
lege on May 24, where she 
has earned her human services 

degree from the college’s Ac-
cessibility Services Depart-
ment. This degree will add to 
the two certificates she earned 
in youth service and introduc-
tion to mental health.

“One day something just 
clicked,” McQuade said. She 
is also dyslexic.  She was 
challenged to go to college by 
an older woman who told her 
she had too much time on her 
hands.

Then she met NSCC staff 
member Alena Vitvitskaya, 
an adaptive lab-learning spe-
cialist. McQuade said she was 
taught how to use technology 
and pushed when she wanted 
to quit.

McQuade, a 1977 gradu-
ate of Revere High School 
who also worked at the Me-
ridian House in East Boston, 

completed high school with 
low grades, completed cos-
metology school and entered 
the work force. She’s been a 
hairdresser for over 25 years 
at Raffaele’s in Swampscott. 
She’s been taking classes at 
NSCC for five or six years, 
one or two classes at a time. 
She’s proud that she has made 
the Dean’s List.

The hardest part of college 
for her, like many, was alge-
bra – which she took home a 
B-plus as a final grade. She 
credits her younger broth-
er David with getting her 
through. The second hardest 
thing to do was write a para-
graph.

To help her along she was 
introduced to the Kurzweil 

 HELP BUILD 
HARMON PARK 
PLAYGROUND

Help build Harmon Park 
playground on Salem Street 
with a community build on 
May 18, 19 and 20 from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Volunteers are 
welcome throughout the day. 
The North Revere Neighbor-
hood Group will be providing 
food for volunteers the whole 
weekend. To donate food or 
supermarket gift cards contact 
Elle Baker at (781)286-8188.

MBTA AWARDS 
SAUGUS 
DRAWBRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT DESIGN 
CONTRACT

The MBTA’s Fiscal and 
Management Control Board 
(FMCB) voted to award a 
nearly $7 million contract to 
Hardesty & Hanover, LLC to 
fully design a replacement for 
the drawbridge over the Sau-
gus River and provide con-
struction phase services.

The project is a full re-
placement of the existing 
drawbridge over which New-
buryport/Rockport Line trains 
travel. The existing bridge 
has been in service for over 
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EAST BOSTON - 49 LEYDEN ST
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 11-12:30PM

New Construction 
Units, Garage Parking, 
2 Bedrooms & 2 Baths, 

1085 sf to 1246 sf, 
Walk to Blue Line. 

Starting at $599,900

EAST BOSTON
New to Market, Spacious 3 Fam, 5-6-6, Sep 

Utils plus finished base, Stepts to Greenway, T 
& Waterfront! Invest or Live in! #83C

CHELSEA
Spacious 6Rm 4 Br Home, Nice Deck, Parking,

V. Convenient, Nice Move in Condition! 
Reduced!

WINTHROP - 15 LINDEN ST
OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 12:30-2PM

2 Fam, 8-3 rms, 
5 Brs, 2 Baths for 

Owner, H/W Floors, 
Lots of Updates, 
New appliances, 

Parking, Move right 
in! Reduced! $629,900

EAST BOSTON JEFFRIES POINT 
Last One Left!

Custom 2 Br 21/2 
Bath Townhome, C/

AC, H/W Floors, 
High End Finishes, 
Private Roof deck! 
Garage! Easy walk 
to T & Waterfront! Last One Left! $799,000

HELP!! 
We Need Homes to Sell!

Call us for a Free Confidential Opinion
for the Value of your Home!

CHELSEA
Loads of Renovations in this 3 family, 3-4-4 rms. 

Sep utils, Newer windows, Heat, & More! V. 
convenient to Boston & New Casino!! Why Rent, 

Live in or Invest! Reduced to $519,900

WINTHROP
Fabulous views from this 4br 3 bath home on 
a lg lot. Updated kitchen, F.P.s, H/W Floors, 

Cathedral ceilings plus in-law suite, Must see 
to appreciate! #156S $990s

SALE PENDING

WINTHROP - 93 LOCUST ST
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 11-1PM
New to Market!! 
2 Family, 3Brs, 
1 1/2 Baths for 

owner, Plus rental 
unit! Parking, 

Nice Yard, Close 
to the Beach! 
Priced to sell!

EAST BOSTON 
INVESTORS ALERT

5 Unit Brick Bld, Sep Utils, Close to Wa-
terfront, T & Greenway. Needs work, Great 

Potential! #108C

EAST BOSTON 89 MORRIS ST 
OPEN HOUSE WEDS. 4-5:30PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11-1PM
3 Family, Sep Utils, Steps to T & Greenway, 

Needs work, Great for condos! $699K

NEWS 
BRIEFS

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.53  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

Pasquale 'Pat' Conte

Irene DeNunzio

Constance 'Connie' Errico

Frances Claire Giarla

Richard 'Dick' Sherman

Obituaries Page 8

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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COMMUNITY MASS AT ST. ANTHONY'S CHURCH

PROCESSION OF MARY AT IC Appeal filed in Wheelabrator decision

Never Too Old
Revere woman graduates from NSCC overcoming challenges

See  WHEELABRATOR, Page 2

PHOTO BY KEIKO HIROMI

Matteo Reitano (center) and his classmates look at the proces-
sion of the Virgin Mary during Mary Crowning and Procession at 
Immaculate Conception Church on Saturday evening, May 12. 
Several youths participated in the event as well as in their First 
Holy Communion. More photos on Page 6.

John Gioioso of Revere recently celebrated his 90th birthday 
surrounded by friends and family. Former Mayor and current 
City Councilor Dan Rizzo presented Mr. Gioioso, a longtime sup-
porter, with a proclamation declaring his birthday, Sunday May 
13  as "John Gioioso Day” in the city of Revere.

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, JOHN

The fifth annual community mass at St. Anthony's Church was recently held. Shown at the mass 
celebration from left to right are Maryann Giorgio, Parochial Vicar Karunaya Xavier, Mickey Casoli, 
and Cantor Ann Ciampa.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere Farmer’s Mar-
ket may not be one of the larg-
est in the area, but it is serving 
a broader area by becoming 
an incubator for the growing 
small businesses feeding the 
food economy.

Last year Revere on the 
Move completed a report on 
the food economy with Tufts 
University Urban Environ-
mental and Planning Pro-
gram. Part of the report, was 
gathering information; as part 
of that, they noted that they 
were getting calls from people 
who wanted to come sell their 
food at the Farmer’s Market, 
but didn’t have the licenses 
and permits to formalize their 
businesses.

“In our Farmer’s Market 
we’ve seen it become a small-
er business incubation space,” 

said Dimple Rana, director of 
healthy community initiatives 
department for Revere on the 
Move. “Over the years, we’ve 
had businesses like Jennifer 
Lee’s Gourmet Bakery, who 
originated at the farmer’s mar-
ket and now has a location at 
the Boston Market and she’s 
looking at a second location 
as well.”

Other businesses getting 
their start at the farmer’s mar-
ket include Chocolaffe and 
Maninuts, which joined the 
Farmer’s Market to help get 
their brand out. Another baker 
ended up receiving a whole-
sale license and going in to 
business.

All of this contributes to the 
local food economy, a term 
for everything food – gro-
cery stores, little stores, eth-

Revere Farmer's Market returns June 22

See  FARMERS MARKET , Page 3

See  McQUADE, Page 2
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RAISE FUNDS FOR 
FIREWORKS

The annual fundraising for 
the Fourth of July fireworks 
has begun, according to Fire 
Chief Paul Flanagan, and yes, 
this year’s fireworks will be 
on the Fourth!

Donation can be sent to the 
Winthrop Fireworks Fund, 40 
Pauline St., Winthrop, MA 
02152.

LOANS AVAILABLE 
TO HELP THOSE 
IN WINTHROP 
RECOVER FROM 
MARCH NOR’EASTER

Winthrop officials an-
nounced that loans are avail-
able to Winthrop citizens af-
fected by a March nor’easter 
this past winter.

Gov. Charlie Baker re-
quested and secured a disaster 
declaration for six counties 
from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, includ-
ing Suffolk County. Business-
es, nonprofit organizations 
and individuals are now able 
to take out low-interest di-
saster relief loans provided 
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WINTHROP
Highlands, Oceanfront multi-level Home w/ great 
views, Fireplaced living room, Vaulted ceilings, 

Unique design on large lot. $1,000,000

EAST BOSTON - 49 LEYDEN ST
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 11 - 12:30PM

New 
Construction 
Units, Garage 
Parking, 2 Br 

2 Baths, 1085 sf 
to 1246 sf, Walk 

to Blue Line. 
Starting at 
$599,900

EAST BOSTON
3 Fam, 4-5-5 Sep Utils., V. Convenient loc, Nice 
Yard, Good Income, Needs a little T.L.C. Great 

Investment! #851S Ask $919,000

WINTHROP - 15 LINDEN ST
OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 12:30-2PM

2 Fam, 8-3 rms, 
5 Brs, 2 Baths 

for Owner, H/W 
Floors, Lots of 
Updates, New 

appliances, Parking, 
Move right in! Reduced! $629,900

EAST BOSTON
New to Market!

Spacious 3 Fam, Sep Utils. Lots of work done on 
2 apartments, Steps to T, Waterfront & Greenway. 

Great to rent or live in! #83C

EAST BOSTON - JEFFRIES POINT
Last One Left!

Custom2 Br 21/2 Bath Townhome, C/AC. H/W 
Floors, High End Finishes, Private Roof Deck! 
Garage! Easy walk to T & Waterfront $799,000

WINTHROP
Spacious 2 Fam, 4-6 
rms, Sep Utils, Loads 

of work done, 2nd floor 
duplex style unit has 

4brs, 2 1/2 baths, 2 car 
garage, plus extra park-

ing! Great home in nice location. $849,999

WINTHROP
Highlands, Fabulous views from this 4Br 3 

bath home on a lg lot. Updated kitchen, F.P.s, 
H/W Floors, Plus in-law suite, Must see to 

appreciate! #156S $990s

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

WINTHROP - 93 LOCUST ST
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 11-1PM

New to Market!! 
2 Family, 3Brs, 
1 1/2 Baths for 

owner, Plus rental 
unit! Parking, 

Nice Yard, Close 
to the Beach! 
Priced to sell!

EAST BOSTON 89 MORRIS ST 
OPEN HOUSE WEDS. 4-5:30PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11-1PM
3 Family, Sep Utils, Steps to T & Greenway, 

Needs work, Great for condos! $699K

HELP!! 
We Need Homes to Sell!

Call us for a Free Confidential Opinion
for the Value of your Home!

5-17 W

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop
 See our Ad in Sports 

Celebrate Spring!!!
Red Bliss Potato Salad-Mangoes-Blackberries-

Strawberries - Franks & Beans
Platters available for all your Special Occasions!

WINTHROP
S U N T R A N S C R I P T

Established in 1882

Sun     TranScripT

Winthrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

ESTAblISHEd IN 1882 50 CENTS

Christina D’Urbano-Marenghi 
617-593-5618

CHRISTINA HITS A DOUBLE
9 Bartlett Road,

Winthrop, MA 02152
617-846-9900

CONDO SOLD
CONDO RENTED
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Council appoints 
interim manager

Residents speak out about 
gender discrimination case
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PAT MCGEE HONORED AT WHS HOME MEET

MSA Mortgage shows off 
new space and branding

Bob Deeb, MSA president, and Joe Mario, of Century 21 Sea-
coast, at the MSA open house event. 

By Kate Anslinger

For 30 years, Bob Deeb, 
president of MSA, has im-
mersed himself in the real es-
tate world, gaining experience 
in all facets of the industry 

including development, sales, 
and brokerage, so it only 
seemed fitting that he take 
Winthrop’s #1 lender, MSA 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES 
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By Sue Ellen Woodcock

It’s been one year since 
former Town Manager James 
McKenna stepped down from 
his position and Monday night 
the Town Council appointed 
a part-time town manager to 
help with the transition until 
a full-time manager is found.

David Cressman, 65, is a 
resident of Merrimac, was 
appointed to a 90-day term 
with 30 day additional terms 
if needed. His contract stipu-
lates a 19-hour work week at 
$80 an hour.

Cressman began working 
on Tuesday.

Cressman does not desire 
to become the full-time town 

manager. The Town Manager 
Search Committee is accept-
ing applications until May 20, 
and will meet on May 30.

The search began last year 
when McKenna resigned and 

See  MSA MORTGAGE Page 8

See  TOWN MANAGER Page 3

Town Manager David Cressman.

Friends gathering at the Fascinating Ladies’ Tea event hosted by WHA and Seaside Women’s 
Network, at the Deane Winthrop House on May 12. The ladies sport their newly made fashion 
accessory, headpieces with a touch of flair, perfect for Mother's Day weekend and the Kentucky 
Derby. See more photos on Page 7.

FASCINATING LADIES' TEA – HAT MAKING WORKSHOP 
AT THE DEANE WINTHROP HOUSE

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

Tuesday night the town 
council meeting opened up 
with what was supposed to 
be a budget hearing for the 
next fiscal year, but they heard 
more reaction about the gender 
discrimination case between 
the Town of Winthrop, Police 
Chief Terence Delehanty and 
Officer Judy Racow.

After the meeting Council 
President Ron Vecchia said 
the town is appealing the ju-
ry’s decision and is also work-
ing on the possibility of set-
tling the case out of court.

A Suffolk County Superior 
Court Judge and jury found in 
favor and have awarded dam-
ages of just over $2.3 million 

to a Racow who filed a dis-
crimination case against the 
town and its police chief. 

Now, town officials and 
residents wonder about the 
impact on the town budget.

“This budget comes amidst 
tight financial times for the 
town, a large sexual (sic: gen-
der) discrimination judgment 
recently awarded against the 
town,”

Resident Chris Aiello said. 
“The council recently issued 
a statement on discrimination, 
but that only echoes what is 
in the town charter. The state-
ment rings empty with con-
sequences for such actions. 
When the council make con-

Memorial 
Day Services

There will be two days 
of services this Memorial 
Day. On Sunday, May 27 
there will be a marine ser-
vice at the Winthrop Yacht 
Club at 9 a.m. Followed 
by a Memorial Day Mass 
at St. John the Evangelist 
Church. At 11:30 a.m. there 
will be a dedication of a 
new war memorial at the 
intersection of Tafts Ave-
nue and Shirley Street. This 
will be dedicated to the 
Cash and Murrary families.

On Monday, Memorial 
Day, services will be held 
at 10 a.m. in the Winthrop 
Cemetery with guest speak-
er and veteran Kate An-
slinger. The event is host-
ed by the Lodge of Elks 
and the American Legion 
Post 146. Other speakers 
will include town council 
president and veteran Ron 
Vecchia, State Sen. Joseph 
Boncore and Speaker of 
the House Robert DeLeo. 
Trumpet players Chad Ber-
nstein and Freddie Poor 
will play “America the 
Beautiful” and “Taps.”

See  DISCRIMINATION  Page 3

Pat McGee (center) with her daughter Patricia Diaz and son Dr. Paul McGee. Pat was honored prior 
to Winthrop's first home track meet in over a decade for her many years of coaching. See more 
photos on Page 11.

CLARIFICATTION: The tree at the Deane Winthrop 
House in last weeks Arbor Day ceremony photo page was 

named for Phillip Marks. marks was a long time supporter of 
the Winthrop Improvement and Historical Association.

Regional Review Staff

The Rose Kennedy Greenway 
Conservancy is in danger of 
losing a substantial portion of 
its state funding but officials 
are meeting with the hope of 

maintaining the current funding 
structure.

According to a front page 
story in Friday’s Boston Globe, 
the Greenway could lose 40 
percent of its funding which 
is roughly $2 million of its $5 

million budget. The Greenway, 
a group of parks that extend 
through Boston neighborhoods 
including the North End, has 
become a very popular gather-
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By Phil Orlandella

 A total of nineteen eateries 
from the North End, Waterfront 
and Beacon Hill are partici-
pating in this year’s Dine Out 
Boston sponsored by the Greater 
Boston Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (GBCVB) in partnership 
with American Express.

 This is the 16th year of Dine 

Out Boston and many Boston 
restaurants are providing din-
ers an opportunity to enjoy the 
regions dining scene and partic-
ipating restaurateurs the chance 
to bring in new guests.

 Now through March 10 and 
March 12-17, diners will have 
numerous choices to enjoy the 
finest dining coupled with sig-
nificant savings that benefits 
restaurants and guests.

 Restaurants have customized 
their lunch and dinner menus 
by choosing price-points: lunch 
for $15, $20 or $25 and dinner 
for $28, $33, or $38. They can 
offer as many courses as they 
desire at their scheduled prices.

 “Dine Out Boston spotlights 
Boston as one of America’s 
premier culinary destinations, 

By Phil Orlandella

 On February 23, 2009, the 
Greenway Conservancy began 
maintaining and programming.

 The well-used and very pop-
ular open space celebrated its 
eighth anniversary with staff, 
friends and uses under spring 
like conditions.

 Over the years, the 

Conservancy has provided 
many activities, events for the 
public to enjoy, like children’s 
programs, a play area, exercise 
classes, an ambassador’s pro-
gram to assist visitors, a drop-
in building program, snow day 
activities, a carousel and much 
more.

 The Greenway also attracts 
visitors to the neighborhood for 

a great view of Boston Harbor, 
picnics and other family gath-
erings, sunbathing, a place to 
sit and read the paper and dis-
cuss current or past issues with 
friends and neighbors, walking 
and/or running opportunities.

 Recently, the Boston Society 
of Architects joined Greenway 
Play for a drop-in building chal-

On February 27, 2017, the Massachusetts Restaurant Association 
held its annual Awards Dinner celebrating five leaders in the industry, 
including Frank DePasquale of DePasquale Ventures as Restauranteur 
of the Year. A North End power-house, DePasquale is best known for 
his exceptional and award-winning North End restaurant concepts that 
include Bricco, Mare Oyster Bar and Quattro. Pictured are Donato 
Frattaroli, Massachusetts Restaurant Association Chairman of the Board 
and Owner of Il Molo and Captain Fishbones, Frank DePasquale of 
DePasquale Ventures and Bob Luz, CEO/President of the Massachusetts 
Restaurant Association.

FRANK DePASQUALE HONORED 

Greenway celebrates 8th successful year

The Rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy has become a very popular space in the city, especially during pleas-
ant weather conditions.

North End eateries participating in Dine Out Boston

(GreenWAy Pg. 11)

(dine oUt Pg. 11)

By Cary Shuman

Robert Dello Russo is the 
owner, operator, and master 
barber at Boston Barber & 
Tattoo Co. at 113 Salem St. in 
the North End.

He is proud to hold all three 
titles and rightfully so. Under 
Dello Russo’s creative and inno-
vative guidance, Boston Barber 
& Tattoo has emerged as the 
busiest barbershop in the city. 
The 40-year-old North End res-
ident also operates a second 
barbershop at 124 Bowdoin St 
in Beacon Hill.

Dello Russo and his staff are 
celebrating the tenth anniversa-
ry at the North End location. 
The business was at first solely a 
barbershop, but five years in to 
the venture, Dello Russo added 
a tattoo section and an espresso 
coffee bar in what used to be the 

site’s backyard.
“I was losing clients because 

people wanted to go get a coffee 

A celebration in style
Robert Dello Russo marks 
his 10th anniversary at 
Boston Barber & Tattoo

(BArBer Pg. 12)

Robert Dello Russo stands outside 
his famous barber shop and tattoo 
studio, Boston Barber & Tattoo 
Co., at 113 Salem St. in the North 
End.

Greenway may lose 40 percent of state funding
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Don Castle opposes construction of a new school on 
the Parkland Avenue site. Castle cited the increase 
in taxes across the board and that the land was pur-
chased for use as part of the Pine Grove Cemetery.  
He would like to see the site stay for its original use, 
as cemetery land. 

Brant Duncan, head of the Lynn Teachers Union, 
spoke in favor of building the new school at the 
Parkland Avenue location.  Duncan cited the state 
of the current school, overcrowding and the need 
to offer all students the same access to classes and 
technologies that they receive at the Marshall Mid-
dle School.

It’s time to
Spring Forward

Don’t forget to set your 
clocks forward on Saturday

Gabriella Marichal, Bryan Rosu and Abby Luciano fill out career 
suggestion forms in a class program at the Sacred Heart School .  See 
more photos on page 5.

On Tuesday, March 14 the question goes before Lynn residents to vote for or against the building of two 
new schools on Parkland Avenue by Breed's Pond  and at McManus Field on Commercial Street.  

Brant Duncan, head of the Lynn Teachers Union, and Don Castle of the Protect Our Reservoir, Preserve 
Pine Grove, spoke to the Lynn Chamber of Commerce at a meeting Wednesday morning.

New schools vote set for Tuesday, March 14

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT DAYPROUD FAMILY: (Right) 
Jennifer Mageary, Lisa 
Mageary, Police Chief 
Michael Mageary, and 
Brendan Mageary.

Michael Mageary is sworn as 
the new Lynn police chief by 
City Clerk Janet Rowe as Lisa 
Mageary and Mayor Judith 
Flanagan Kennedy look on. 
See more photos on pages 8 
and 9.

By Cary Shuman

Michael Mageary was sworn 
in as the new chief of the Lynn 
Police Department during an im-
pressive ceremony Tuesday at 
Mayor Judith Flanagan’s Kenne-
dy office at City Hall.

City Clerk Janet Rowe admin-
istered the oath to Mageary, who 
was joined on the historic occa-
sion by his proud family, friends, 
fellow Lynn Tech alumni, and 
colleagues in the police depart-
ment.

Mayor Kennedy congratulat-
ed Mageary, saying he was very 
deserving of the promotion to the 
top position in the department.

Mageary, 54, said he was 
“very honored” to be the new 
chief.  “To represent all the men 
and women in this department is 
a great honor and I’m going to try 
and do the best I can to do a good 
job and make sure they get home 
safe and make their jobs easier 
every day.”

Mageary thanked the mayor 
in his remarks. “I’m very appre-
ciative of Mayor Kennedy giving 
me the opportunity to serve as 

chief and I hope I serve her and 
the city well.”

Mageary said there will be no 
major changes in the department. 
“We will continue the work we do 
as a department. There will be no 
radical changes, obviously. We’re 
just going to see how things go.”

Essex County Sheriff Kevin 
Coppinger, the former Lynn po-
lice chief, attended the swear-
ing-in ceremony. “I have big 
shoes to fill,” said Mageary.

A 1980 graduate of Lynn Tech, 
Mageary was a successful coach 
in the Wyoma Little League and 
Greater Lynn Babe Ruth organi-
zations where his son, Brendan 
Mageary, was an All-Star base-
ball player. Brendan went on to 
excel in sports at St. Mary’s High 
School. His daughter, Jennifer, 
was a standout athlete in the Wy-
oma softball program as well as 
at Lynn English High School. His 
father, Skip Mageary, is a legend-
ary umpire and Little League ad-
ministrator.

Mageary thanked his family, 
including his wife, Lisa, during a 
post-inaugural celebration at the 
Gannon Golf Course.

Mageary sworn in as new chief of Lynn Police Department

Patrick Gecoya photos

Photos by Joe Prezioso

De Beth treffeisen

especial a Gazette

  La Consejera Municipal 
General Annissa Essaibi-George 
pidió una audiencia el mes pas-
ado para optimizar el proceso de 

solicitar la vivienda asequible.
 “Llevo 14 meses trabajando 
en este asunto y la solución más 
importante para las personas 
sin hogar es la vivienda”, dijo 

By peter shanley

Gazette staff

 Despite continued and vocal 
opposition, the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency (BPDA) 
board during its March 2 meeting 
approved the Plan: JP/Rox study 
by a 4-1 vote. 

 Board members Timothy 
Burke, Carol Downs, Michael Mo-
nahan, and Ted Landsmark voted 
to approve, while Priscilla Rojas 
was the lone dissenting tally. 

 Plan: JP/Rox is the long-await-
ed planning study for the Co-
lumbus Avenue and Washington 
Street corridor, from Jackson 

Square to Egleston Square to 
Forest Hills. The planning study 
was launched more than a year 
and a half ago, and will eventual-
ly create new zoning for the area. 
The plan has undergone several 
revisions. The latest version can 
be found here: bit.ly/2k1quTR.

 The “Keep It 100 for Real 
Affordable Housing and Racial 
Justice” group, which has been 
leading the charge in calling for 
more affordability in the plan, 
among other changes, protest-
ed for several days at City Hall 
before the vote and then also at 

Jamaica Plain
G a z e t t e

Cyan Magenta Yellow Black

1

617-524-2626 • www.JamaicaPlainGazette.com MARCH 10, 2017                              circulation 16,000

w
Printed on  

Recycled Paper

Vol. 26 No. 5
24 Pages • Free Delivery 
25 Cents at Stores

Senior Living SpeciaL Section, p. 18 & 19

THEATER 
REVIEW

P.  11

Continued on page 15

RESTORED Despite continued opposition, BPDA 
board approves Plan: JP/Rox study

Consejera quiere optimizar el 
acceso a la vivienda asequible

Continued on page 3

Danielle Sommer, a member of the “Keep It 100 for Real 
Affordable Housing and Racial Justice,” talks with John Barros, 
the City’s chief of economic development, about affordability 
in the Plan: JP/Rox study during a sit-in at the Mayor’s Office. 
Courtesy Photo

Local elected officials and residents gathered on March 2 for a ribbon cutting ceremony for 
the completion of the Haffenreffer Chimney restoration project that was done by Jamaica 
Plain artist Robert Maloney with the support of the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development 
Corporation (JPNDC) and George B. Henderson Foundation. Ninety-three-year-old Katherine 
Haffenreffer Selle, the only living child of Rudolph Haffenreffer, who founded the brewery in 
the late 1800s, also attended the ceremony. The project restored the brewery’s chimney signage 
to its full name and height. From left to right, local state Rep. Liz Malia; Jamaica Plain City 
Councilor Matt O’Malley; Richard Thal, executive director of the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood 
Development Corporation; Mayor Martin Walsh; Katherine Haffenreffer Selle; Robert Maloney, 
artist who designed the chimney restoration project; and Carl Nord of George B. Henderson 
Foundation. 
Mayor’s Office Photo by Don Harney

By Beth treffeisen

special to the Gazette 

 At-Large City Councilor An-
nissa Essaibi-George last month 
filed for a hearing order to deter-
mine strategies for streamlining 
the process to apply for affordable 
housing.
 “I’ve been working on this 
issue now for the last 14 months 
and the most important solution 
to homelessness is housing,” said 

Essaibi-George at the meeting. 
“We have to make it easier for 
people to access housing.”
 The matter was sent to the 
Committee on Housing and Com-
munity Development. According 
to the Boston 2030 Housing Plan 
3rd Quarter Report of 2016, there 
are currently 18,786 affordable 
housing units permitted or com-
pleted and 21,270 units of af-

Councilor wants to streamline 
affordable-housing processBy peter shanley

Gazette staff

 The development team behind 
the Goddard House proposal is 
reducing the project by 18 units, 
citing “significant financial chal-
lenges posed by the current con-
struction market,” according to 
documents filed with the Bos-
ton Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA).  

BPDA is slated to host an im-
pact advisory group (IAG) meet-
ing on March 13 for the changes. 
An IAG is a City-appointed group 

Citing construction market conditions, developers 
of Goddard House proposal reduce project

of residents and other stakehold-
ers that advise the City on poten-
tial impacts of building projects. 
There were previously 12 mem-

bers of the Goddard House IAG: 
Michael Reiskind, Vanessa Snow, 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

make 7,334 square feet. 
 The new development will be 
five stories tall, consisting of a 
commercial ground floor and four 
residential floors. The proposed 

construction includes 40 
residential apartments and three 
street level commercial units. 
Roxbury Knights of Columbus 

De emily resnevic

miemBro Del personal De 
Gazette

 El Representante del Estado 
Jeffrey Sánchez tuvo una reunión 
pública en Mission Hill para 
informar a los residentes de su 
distrito sobre los resultados de 
una encuesta comunitaria recién 
terminada, y para contestar 

preguntas de residentes sobre 
asuntos locales y estatales. 
 Sánchez representa el 
distrito que incluye Mission 
Hill, Roslindale, Jamaica Plain, 
y Brookline. 
 Sánchez dijo que su encuesta 
tenía por objetivo “enterarse de 
qué está pasando en el vecindario”. 
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Developers file 1457 Tremont St. project 

El Representante Sánchez 
Habla con la Comunidad

By peter shanley

Gazette staff

 The Art Park project court 
battle appears finally to be over, 
with Sebastian Mariscal Studios 
(SMS) and the City’s Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) the 
victors and paving the way for 
the long-planned project to get 
underway. 

 The project had been held up 
as Mission Hill residents Kathryn 
Brookins and her husband Oscar 
filed a lawsuit against the SMS 
and the ZBA over the variances 
for the proposal. Judge Judith C. 
Cutler had dismissed that lawsuit 
last year and the Brookinses were 
appealing that decision. But on 
March 7, Cutler ruled in favor of 
a defendants’ motion to dismiss 
the appeal on a technicality. 

Kathryn Brookins said in a 
phone interview, “We’re not 
contesting [the decision.]

 SMS and the City would not 
comment on the judge’s decision. 

The Brookinses, if they decide 
to change course, have until today, 
April 7, to challenge the ruling. If 
the ruling stays, it marks the end 
of five-year process. 

The City first began exploring 
redeveloping the Art Park site 
in 2012. The site is City-owned 
land between Parker and Terrace 
streets that formerly contained 
murals, mosaic footpath tiles and 
colorful furniture, and community 
gardens that were operated 
by local residents. Locals were 
initially against the City’s plan, 
but many were eventually won 

By emily resnevic

Gazette staff 

 Residents pressured local 
state Rep. Jeffrey Sanchez to take 
action on criminal justice reform 
at a public meeting last month on 
Mission Hill. 

 Sanchez held the meeting 
to inform residents in his 
district about the results of a 
community survey he recently 
completed, and to answer 
questions from residents about 
local and statewide concerns. 
About 50 people attended the 
March 20 meeting, which was 
held at Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences. 

 Sanchez represents the 
Massachusetts district that 
includes parts of Mission Hill, 
Roslindale, Jamaica Plain, and 
Brookline. 

 Sanchez said his survey was 
intended to “take a pulse of what’s 
going on in the neighborhood.” 
The survey, which was available 
on paper and online, asked his 
constituents questions about 
eight mainstream issues. Over 
900 people responded to the 
survey, and their responses 
represent the 41,578 people 
in the district, which is very 
economically diverse. 

 “My biggest takeaway is that 
there is a greater desire for folks 
to get involved in one way or 
another,” Sanchez said, citing 
an increased interest in local 
policies. 

 A controversial subject 
at the meeting was criminal 
justice reform. Local state Sen. 
Sonia Chang-Diaz has recently 
proposed a bill to reform 

By emily resnevic

Gazette staff 

 Leland and Suzanne DiMeco, 
a Mission-Hill based husband 
and wife development team, 
have filed their 1457 Tremont St. 
project, officially called “Mission 
Hill Flats,” with the Boston 
Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA).  
 The project would replace the 
vacant Roxbury Council Knights 
of Columbus building with a 40-
unit, mixed-use development. 
BPDA will hold a community 
meeting on the project on April 11 
at the Tobin Community Center, 
starting at 6 p.m.
 The existing site includes two 
parcels of land, one that contains 
the existing Knights of Columbus, 
and another vacant parcel of land 
behind it, together combining to 

Mayor Martin Walsh visited with kindergarten students at the Mission Grammar School on 
Mission Hill on April 4. He was at the school to announce the Boston Educators Collaborative, 
a teaching program from a partnership between the City, Boston Compact, and Teach Plus.  
 Courtesy Photo by City of Boston/Mayor’s Office 

Art Park project court 
battle appears over

Residents pressure Sanchez 
on criminal justice reform
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SITUATION
We are currently delivering free Chelsea Records throughout the City for the month of November. Take Advantage of this great opportunity!     Visit us at  chelsearecord.com

Receive a FREE Revere 

Beach T-Shirt with your 

Yearly Subscription!

**Walk-in purchase of 

subscription required

While 
supplies last!

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
ORDER FOR
SERVICE BY

PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

Docket No.SU19W-
2058WD
Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family 
Court
Melida G Pleitez de 
Alvarado
vs.
Santo J Pineda
Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston MA 02114
(617)788-8300
Upon motion of 
plaintiff(s)/petitioner(s) 
for an order directing 
the defendant(s)/re-
spondant(s), to appear, 
plead, or answer, in 
accordance with Mass.R.
Civ.P./Mass.R.Dom.
Rel.P.Rule 4, it appearing 
to the court that is an 
action for Custody/
Support/Parenting Time 
filed on December 09, 
2019.
Defendant(s)/Respon-
dant(s) cannot be found 
within the Common-
wealth and defen-
dant(s)/respondent(s) 
present whereabouts 
are unknown. Personal 
service on defendant is 
therefore not practicable, 
and defendant(s)/
respondent(s) has/have 
not voluntarily appeared 
in this action.
It is Ordered that the 
defendant(s)/respon-
dent(s) is/are directed 
to appear, plead, answer, 
or otherwise move with 
respect to the complaint/
petition herein on or 
before the return day of 
April 23, 2020.
If you fail to do so this 
Court will proceed to a 
hearing and adjudication 
of this matter.
It is further Ordered that 
the accompanying sum-
mons be published once 
in the Chelsea Record, 
a newspaper published 
in: 385 Broadway, Suite 
105, Revere MA 02151 
Tel: (617) 436-24216, 
the publication to be 14 
days at least before said 
return day. It is further 
Ordered that a copy of 
the summons be mailed 
to the defendant(s)/re-
spondent(s) at his/her/
their last known address 
by registered or certified 
e-mail.
Date: 03/04/2020, 
Justice of Probate and 
Family Court

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS
BROADWAY WATER & 

SEWER IMPROVEMENTS
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking sealed 
bids for all labor and 

materials for “Broadway 
Water & Sewer Improve-
ments”.  
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
March 11, 2020 by con-
tacting Dylan Cook, Chief 
Procurement Officer 
at dcook@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “Broad-
way Water & Sewer 
Improvements” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on Thursday, 
April 9, 2020. A Pre-Bid 
Conference will be held 
at 2:00PM on March 
19th, 2020 at room 101, 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA 02150.
Each bid must be 
accompanied by a 
certified check, issued 
by a responsible bank or 
trust company.  Or a bid 
bond duly executed by 
the bidder as principal 
and having as surety 
thereon a surety compa-
ny approved by the City, 
all in the amount of 5% 
of the bid payable to the 
“City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all propos-
als and to waive minor 
irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with 
our Minority Business 
Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified 
women and minority 
business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Invitation for Bids 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30, 39M.
Dylan Cook
Chief Procurement 
Officer

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Request for Bids
Community Action 
Programs, Inter-City, Inc. 
(CAPIC) is seeking pro-
posals from contractors 
to perform residential 
insulation, general heat 
waste, blower door 
testing and air sealing, 
as well as, electric and 
roofing measures for 
low-income residents of 
the following communi-
ties; Arlington, Belmont, 
Cambridge, Chelsea, 
Everett, Lexington, Mal-
den, Medford, Melrose, 
Revere, Somerville, 
Stoneham, Wakefield, 
Watertown, Waltham, 
Winchester, Winthrop 
and Woburn. Bid Packag-
es may be picked up at 
the CAPIC office or will 
be sent upon request. 
Bids must be received 

at the CAPIC Office, 100 
Everett Ave, Unit 14, 
Chelsea, MA 02150, no 
later than March 30th, 
2020. For further infor-
mation, please contact 
Giancarlo DeSario at 
CAPIC at (617) 884-6130 
ext. 1125. All Proposals 
are subject to price ne-
gotiation. CAPIC’s Board 
of Directors reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and all proposals 
deemed best for the 
agency. The submission 
of proposal constitutes 
acceptance of the terms 
and conditions of the 
request for proposals. 
Small and minority firms 
are encouraged to apply. 
The advertisement is 
subject in all respects to 
the terms and conditions 
of the request for 
proposals. 
CAPIC, Inc. is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer 
/ Affirmative Action 
agency.

3/12/20, 3/19/20, 
3/26/20

C
 

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF CHELSEA
PUBLIC HEARING

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM 2021-2025

In accordance with 
Section 5-4 (c) of the 
City Charter of the City 
of Chelsea, notice is 
hereby provided of a 
Public Hearing to be held 
on Monday, March 23, 
2020 in the City Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
Massachusetts at 7:00 
P.M. regarding the 
City of Chelsea Capital 
Improvement Program 
(CIP) 2021-2025. 
Examples of CIP Projects 
include roadway im-
provements, water and 
sewer enhancements, 
equipment purchases 
and park renovations. 
Entire copies of the 
proposed CIP 2021-2025 
are available for public 
review and inspection 
at the City Clerk’s Office 
and at the Chelsea Public 
Library during normal 
business hours. 
Roy Avellaneda, 
President
Chelsea City Council

3/5/20, 3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TRIAL COURT

20 SM 000921
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
Simon Gonzalez
Marina Gonzalez
Gonzalo Gonzalez
and to all persons 
entitled to the benefit of 
the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 
§3901 (et seq):
MidFirst Bank
claiming to have an 

interest in a Mortgage 
covering real property in 
Chelsea, numbered 153 
Grove Street, given by 
Simon Gonzalez, Marina 
Gonzalez, and Gonzalo 
Gonzalez to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. acting sole-
ly as a nominee for Old 
Kent Mortgage Company, 
dated October 29, 1999, 
and recorded in Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds 
in Book 24366, Page 
243, as affected by a 
Loan Modification Agree-
ment dated February 11, 
2013, and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 51160, Page 278, 
and now held by the 
Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this 
court a complaint for 
determination of De-
fendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or 
recently have been, 
in the active military 
service of the United 
States of America, then 
you may be entitled to 
the benefits of the Ser-
vicemembers Civil Relief 
Act.  If you object to a 
foreclosure of the above 
mentioned property on 
that basis, then you or 
your attorney must file 
a written appearance 
and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 
02108 on or before April 
6, 2020 or you may 
lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure 
on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. 
Piper, Chief Justice of 
this Court on February 
20, 2020.
Attest: Deborah J. 
Patterson
Recorder
18-033540 / FC01

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

MUNIS ENTERPRISE 
RESOURCE PLANNING 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
AND IMPEMENTATION 

SERVICES
The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking 
proposals for the 
purchase of services 
for “MUNIS Enterprise 
Resource Planning 
Project Management 
and Implementation 
Services”.  
Proposals will be avail-
able on or after March 
11, 2020 by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations. 
Bids must be sealed and 
clearly marked “MUNIS 
Enterprise Resource 
Planning Project 
Management and Imple-
mentation Services” and 
submitted to the Office 

of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
1:00PM on Thursday, 
March 26, 2020.
The City of Chelsea 
reserves the right to 
accept any proposal, to 
reject any or all propos-
als and to waive minor 
irregularities and/or 
formalities as it deems 
to be in the best interest 
of the City.
In accordance with 
our Minority Business 
Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified 
women and minority 
business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
This Request for Propos-
als is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30B.
Dylan Cook
Chief Procurement 
Officer

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF CHELSEA 
INVITATION FOR BIDS
PARK SQAURE LINE 

PAINTING AND TRAFFIC 
IMPROVEMENTS 

The City of Chelsea, 
Massachusetts, through 
its Chief Procurement 
Officer, is seeking bids 
for “Park Square Line 
Painting and Traffic 
Improvements”.
Invitation for Bids will 
be available on or after 
March 11, 2020 by con-
tacting Dylan Cook, Chief 
Procurement Officer 
at dcook@chelseama.
gov or by visiting the 
City’s website at http://
www.chelseama.gov/
purchasing/pages/cur-
rent-bids-solicitations.  
Proposals must be 
sealed and clearly 
marked “Park Square 
Line Painting and Traffic 
Improvements” and 
submitted to the Office 
of the Chief Procurement 
Officer no later than 
11:00AM on March 26, 
2020.
Each bid must be 
accompanied by a 
certified check, issued 
by a responsible bank or 
trust company.  Or a bid 
bond duly executed by 
the bidder as principal 
and having as surety 
thereon a surety compa-
ny approved by the City, 
all in the amount of 5% 
of the bid payable to the 
“City of Chelsea.”
The City of Chelsea re-
serves the right to accept 
any bid, to reject and/
or all bids and to waive 
minor irregularities 
and/or formalities as it 
deems to be in the best 
interest of the City.
In accordance with 
our Minority Business 
Enterprise Plan, we are 
inviting all qualified 
women and minority 
business firms to 
respond.
The City of Chelsea is 
an Equal Opportunity 

Employer.
This invitation for bid 
is in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 30, 39M.
Dylan Cook
Chief Procurement 
Officer

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND FAMILY
COURT DEPARTMENT
WORCESTER Division
DIVORCE SUMMONS

BY PUBLICATION
AND MAILING

Docket No. 
SU20D0267DR
Alicia Mancia
Plaintiff
vs.
Carlos Enrique
Rodriquez Melara
Defendant
To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has filed a 
Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that Court 
grant a divorce for Irre-
trievable Breakdown.
The Complaint is on file 
at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining 
Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing 
you from taking any 
action which would nega-
tively impact the current 
financial status of either 
party. SEE Supplemental 
Probate Court Rule 411.
You are hereby 
summoned and required 
to serve upon Craig R. 
Misci, Esq. 100 Everett 
Ave., Unit 3 Chelsea, 
MA 02150 your answer, 
if any on or before 
04/09/2020. If you fail 
to do so, the court will 
proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of his 
action. You are also 
required to file a copy of 
your answer, if any, in 
the office of the Register 
of this Court.
Witness, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 13, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with 
Chapter 71, Section 38N, 
the Chelsea School Com-
mittee will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, 
March 12, 2020 at 6:30 
p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers at Chelsea City 
Hall for the purpose of 
receiving comments on:
1) School Choice for the 
2020-2021 school year.
2) The proposed 2020-
2021 school budget. 
Copies of the budget pro-
posal will be available 
for inspection no later 
than 2 days prior to the 
hearing at the Chelsea 
Public Library and the 
Office of the Superinten-
dent of Schools
Translators will be 

available the night of the 
meeting.
REUNION PUBLICA
De acuerdo con el 
Capítulo 71, Sección 
38N, el Comité Escolar 
de Chelsea llevará a 
cabo una audiencia 
pública el jueves, 12 de 
Marzo del 2020 a las 
6:30 p.m. en la Sala del 
Consejo Municipal en la 
Alcaldía de Chelsea con 
el propósito de recibir 
comentarios sobre:
1) La Elección de las 
Escuelas para el año 
escolar 2020-2021.
2) El presupuesto escolar 
propuesto para el año 
2020-2021. Las copias 
de la propuesta del 
presupuesto estarán dis-
ponibles para su inspec-
ción a más tardar 2 días 
antes de la audiencia en 
la Biblioteca Pública de 
Chelsea y la Oficina de la 
Superintendente de las 
Escuelas.
Los traductores estarán 
disponibles la noche de 
la reunión.
Chelsea Public Schools
School Committee
City Hall
500 Broadway
Chelsea, MA 02150
(617) 466-4477
(617) 889-8361 (Fax)

3/5/20, 3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
(SEAL)                                                 

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE 

TRIAL COURT
Docket 20 SM 001062

ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:

Dennis J. Vargus ; 
Kimberly A. Vargus AKA 
Kimberley A. Vargus, 
AKA Kimberly Ann 
Vargus, AKA Kimberley 
Ann Vargus 
and to all persons 
entitled to the benefit of 
the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act:, 50 U.S.C.c. 50 
§3901 (et seq):
Wells Fargo Bank, 
National Association, as 
Trustee for Option One 
Mortgage Loan Trust 
2003-4, Asset-Backed 
Certificates, Series 
2003-4,
claiming to have an 
interest in a Mortgage 
covering real property 
in Chelsea, numbered 
37 Gillooly Road,  given 
by Dennis J. Vargus and 
Kimberly A. Vargus AKA 
Kimberley A. Vargus to 
Option One Mortgage 
Corporation, dated April 
29, 2003, and recorded 
in Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds in 
Book 31349, Page 221, 
and now held by plaintiff 
by assignment, has/
have filed with this court 
a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Service-
members status.
If you now are, or 
recently have been, 
in the active military 
service of the United 
States of America, then 
you may be entitled 
to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil 

Relief Act. If you object 
to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned prop-
erty on that basis, then 
you or your attorney 
must file a written 
appearance and answer 
in this court at Three 
Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before April 13, 2020 
or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompli-
ance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. 
PIPER Chief Justice of 
this Court on February 
27, 2020
Attest:  
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
(20-000175 Orlans)

3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED CHANGE: 

CHELSEA ZONING 
ORDINANCE/MAP

The Chelsea Planning 
Board, in accordance 
with the Zoning Act, 
MGL Ch. 40A, Section 
5, and Section 34-4 of 
the Zoning Ordinances 
of the City of Chelsea, 
will conduct a public 
hearing on
Tuesday, March 24, 
2020, at 6:00 P.M
Chelsea Senior Center
10 Riley Way
Chelsea, MA 02150
to discuss a proposed 
change to the Chelsea 
Zoning Ordinance/Map.  
The proposed change 
will amend the Chelsea 
Zoning map to change 
the designation of 
parcels 48-5 (74 Wash-
ington Avenue), 48-6 (80 
Washington Avenue), 
48-7 (84 Washington 
Avenue) 48-8 (86 Wash-
ington Avenue) 48-9 (88 
Washington Avenue), 
48-10 (90 Washington 
Avenue), and 48-11 (92 
Washington Avenue) 
from the Residential 2 
(R2) District to the Retail 
Business 2 (BR2) District.  
A copy of the proposed 
revision is on file and 
available for public 
inspection in the Office 
of the City Clerk, Chelsea 
City Hall, 500 Broadway, 
during normal business 
hours.
Tuck Willis
Chair

3/5/20, 3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE

Re: Wings El Corral, Inc. 
d/b/a Wings

408 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA 

Chelsea Licensing 
Commission, March 12, 
2020
Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing will 
be held by the Chelsea 
Licensing Commission 

on Thursday, March 12, 
2020 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Conference 
Room, Chelsea City Hall, 
500 Broadway, Chelsea, 
MA, for a Change of 
Hours in an All Kinds of 
Alcohol License for Wings 
El Corral, Inc. d/b/a 
Wings, 408 Broadway, 
Chelsea, MA. 02150.
CHELSEA LICENSING 
COMMISSION
Naomi Libran
Licensing Administrator

3/5/20, 3/12/20
C

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION
G.L. c. 210,
§ 6
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24  New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
Docket No.
SU20A0015AD
In the matter of:
Kimberly Nicolle
Mendoza
Any unnamed or 
unknown parent and 
persons interested in a 
petition for the adoption 
of said child and to the 
Department of Children 
and Families of said 
Commonwealth.
A petition has been 
presented to said 
court by: Edie Esquivel 
Contreras of Chelsea, 
MA and Vilma Medoza 
Esquivel of Chelsea, MA 
requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that 
the name of the child be 
changed to
Kimberly Nicolle Esquivel 
Mendoza
If you object to this 
adoption you are entitled 
to the appointment of an 
attorney if you are an 
indigent person.
An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3:10. 
The definition includes 
but is not limited to 
persons receiving TAFDC, 
EACDC, poverty related 
veteran’s benefits, Medic-
aid, and SSI. The Court 
will determine if you 
are indigent. Contact an 
Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption 
Clerk of the Court on 
or before the date 
listed below to obtain the 
necessary forms.
IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT: Boston ON OR 
BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK IN 
THE MORNING (10:00 
AM) ON: 04/16/2020.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 18, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

3/5/20, 3/12/20, 
3/19/20

C

Give the Gift of 

Name_______________________________________

City__________________ State ____ ZIP___________

Address_________________________________________
________________________________________

Clip this and mail in or stop by the office 8:30AM - 5PM
The Independent Newspapers

385 Broadway, Suite 105 
Revere, MA  02151

For more information call us at 781-485-0588

A year’s subscription to 
The Revere Journal, 

The Chelsea Record or 
The Winthrop Sun-Transcript. 

$26 in town or $50 for out of town.

Hometown News
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All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

PAINTING

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5 Per Week)

ASPHALT/PAVING

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

PEST CONTROL

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

CONTRACTING

1 col. x  
2 inches
$10/wk

Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Chelsea'Chelsea's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

Advertise 
for 3 months 

for only:
2 col. x 1 inch

$120.00
For 3 Months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR 

SERVICE DIRECTORY
PLEASE CALL 

781-485-0588 X110 
OR EMAIL 

KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

LYNN - 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, kitchen, living room 
$1800 month includes 
heat & hot water. Call 
Vipul 781-218-9706
4/1
--------------
REVERE Beachmont - 
Available now. 
3BR, 2BA, LR, Kit, 
Laundry in bldg., Sec 8 
approved. $2500 incl. 
heat 339-224-3839
3/25
-----------------
WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - Ocean View
1 & 2 BR apts. in mod. 
shoreline bldg. Non-smok-
ing/no pets. Steps to 
beach, minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg. Heat 
& HW incl. 617-846-7300 
Debra.
3/19
-----------------
WINTHROP - 1BR, open 
concept KIT/LR, lg. Deck 
w/views. Walk to T, close 
to beach. Cat OK. $1500 
includes util. Dep. Req’d. 
Must see! 617-682-6498 
3/26
--------------
CHELSEA - Shurtleff St. 
- 3&4 BR Apt., gas heat, 
lead cert. Sec 8 OK, No 
smoking, no pets 781-
844-1133
4/1

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027

• 272 GEN’L  
HELP  

WANTED

------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403
------------------------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available 
now in Revere, East 
Boston and Lynn.  Call 
today 617-610-0053 or 
visit www.americasober.
com

HOUSE
FOR RENT

REVERE - Small 1BR house 
near Wonderland station. 
2 pkg spaces. $1500 no 
utilities. Call 781-286-
6617 for info. Leave 
message.
3/5
---------

ROOM FOR 
RENT

WINTHROP - Room in 
very quiet house on 
Bellevue Ave. Off street 
parking, with w/d, tv, 
internet. $900/month 
Contact Carl @ 
1776btown@ gmail.com
3/25

PART TIME DRIVING 
INSTRUCTORS - Weekday 
afternoons to early 
evenings & Saturdays. 
Certified and experience 
preferred will train. Call 
Pleasant Auto School 
(781)284-4388
4/1
-----------------
DELIVERY DRIVER - Part 
Time
For a dry cleaners in 
Winthrop
Part time. 10-14 Hours 
per week.
Early afternoons Approx. 
Between 12pm-2pm
Valid driver’s license 
required & must provide 
a copy of driving record 
from RMV.
617-834-2404
-------------------
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP. 
wanted for
Dry Cleaners in Winthrop. 
Wed-Friday afternoons. 
Please contact Mar-
co 617-834-2404
Sociedad Latina seeks a 
Steam Team Coordi-
nator for their Umana 
- East Boston site. If 
interested, Send Resume 
& Cover Letter to juan@
sociedadlatina.org or 
apply throughwww.socie-
dadlatina.org/careers.
3/26
------------------
GENERAL HELP:  Full time 
or Part time available 
-Mon-Fri 8 to 4.  Laborer 
needed for Marina Ser-
vice Dept. Winthrop.  We 
are willing to train right 
candidate, mechanical 
experience helpful but 
not necessary. Please call 
617-846-1100 ask for 
Lloyd. 3/25

PLEASE
RECYCLE

By Seth Daniel

Few companies in Mas-
sachusetts have the expe-
rience of dealing with the 
Coronavirus in the way that 
Encore Boston Harbor’s 
parent company, Wynn Re-
sorts, has over the last two 
months.

Last month, the compa-
ny’s resorts in Macau, Chi-
na had to close for 15 days 
when the virus hit China 
during the first wave of 
infections. That cost them 

more than $2 million per 
day and the company also 
went to great lengths to 
protect their guests and em-
ployees.

This week, Encore re-
ported they have been in 
close contact with the state 
Department of Health and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) – as well 
as Boston and Everett offi-
cials.

“Safeguarding the health 
of our guests and employ-
ees is of the highest impor-
tance,” read a statement is-

sued by Encore. “We are in 
close contact with the Mas-
sachusetts Department of 
Health, as it is monitoring 
the situation along with the 
CDC and the Boston Public 
Health Commission. We 
will implement any health 
directive or protocols these 
agencies issue.”

As a precaution, Encore 
said it had proactively in-
stituted the following mea-
sures:

•Provided hand sani-
tizers in public areas and 
back-of-house for guests 

and team members;
•Underscored the impor-

tance of proper hand wash-
ing and remaining vigilant 
about personal hygiene, 
following CDC recommen-
dations;

•Increased cleaning pro-
tocols that include more 
frequent sanitizing of touch 
points such as door handles, 
elevator buttons, handrails, 
etc; and

•Encouraged a stay-at-
home policy for any em-
ployee who feels unwell.

Encore Boston Harbor working with state, MGC on Coronavirus

Joe Gravellese (D-Re-
vere) announced his can-
didacy for State Represen-
tative in the 16th Suffolk 
District on Monday, joining 
the race to replace outgo-
ing representative RoseLee 
Vincent. 

He will launch his cam-
paign with a Virtual Town 
Hall on Facebook on 
Wednesday, March 18 at 7 
p.m., taking questions from 
residents on social media or 
via email at info@joegrav.
com.

“Massachusetts is fac-
ing serious challenges that 
require bold leadership,” 
said Gravellese. “Our 
transportation system is in 
a full-blown crisis, with 
commuters all over the re-
gion experiencing delays 
and gridlock. Housing in 
the Boston area is becom-
ing increasingly unafford-
able for working families. 
Climate change is already 
causing flooding in coastal 
communities like ours, and 
will impact us for the rest 
of my lifetime.”

“To tackle these chal-
lenges, we need ambitious 
leadership that pushes to 
change the status quo and 
leave behind a better Com-
monwealth.” 

Gravellese is well-
known to residents in Re-
vere, having served in the 
administration of Mayor 
Brian Arrigo, as Chair-
man of the Revere Schol-
arship Committee, and as 
a member of the Revere 
Democratic City Commit-
tee. Gravellese also spent 
time working at the State 
House as legislative direc-
tor to Rep. Lori Ehrlich 

(D-Marblehead), where he 
worked on legislation to 
protect workers from pred-
atory workplace practices, 
repair natural gas leaks, and 
promote clean energy.

He is a Revere native, 
having grown up in the 
Beachmont neighborhood 
before moving to West Re-
vere. Gravellese is a 2006 
graduate of Revere High 
School and a 2010 graduate 
of Boston College. 

His father, James, is 
a Revere High graduate 
union operating engineer in 
IUOE Local 4. His mother 
Susan is a lifelong Revere 
resident and now serves on 
the Revere School Com-
mittee. His sister Kristina is 
a graduate of Revere High 
School’s class of 2009 and 
still lives in the city with 
her husband, Renato Paoli-
ni.

Gravellese said his top 
priorities will include fur-
ther investing in public 
transportation, including 
connecting the MBTA blue 
and red lines, expanding 
service on the commut-
er rail,  improving the bus 
system, and making the 
system safer and more reli-
able. He will also push for 
legislation to make housing 
more accessible and afford-
able for working families in 
the Boston area; increase 
access to higher education, 
including technical and 
vocational programs; and 
transition Massachusetts to 
100 percent clean, renew-
able energy.

Gravellese will formally 
pull papers to run for office 
this week.

Residents can learn more 

about Joe and his campaign 
at www.joegrav.com. 

GRAVELLESE TO 
LAUNCH CAMPAIGN 
WITH ‘VIRTUAL TOWN 
HALL’ WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18 

Joe Gravellese will for-
mally launch his campaign 
for State Representative in 
Revere, Chelsea and Sau-
gus with a “Virtual Town 
Hall” on Facebook on 
Wednesday, March 18 at 7 
p.m., in lieu of holding a 
rally, mindful of concerns 
about public gatherings in 
an attempt to contain the 
spread of COVID-19.

“I’m excited to begin 
meeting residents all over 
the district and schedule an 
in-person event as soon as 
it’s prudent to do so,” said 
Gravellese.

“But in the interest of 
public health, especially 
for seniors, it makes sense 
to start by introducing my-
self and my plans to voters 
online. I’ll host a video 
conference on Facebook 
next Wednesday night, talk 
about my agenda for a bet-
ter Massachusetts, and an-
swer questions submitted 
by residents virtually.”

Residents can email 
questions in advance 
to info@joegrav.com. The 
campaign’s Facebook page, 
where the Virtual Town 
Hall will be streamed live, 
can be accessed at www.
facebook.com/joegrav. 

Speaking on the corona-
virus, Gravellese added that 
“residents should not panic, 
but should continue to take 
note of reliable sources on 

public health and take prop-
er precautions.”

“From working closely 
with the state’s Department 
of Public Health during 
my career, I know that we 
are fortunate to have some 
of the world’s foremost 
experts on public health 
working right here in the 
Commonwealth. We should 
take their guidance serious-
ly as it becomes available. 

The goal in the com-
ing weeks is to make sure 
that the virus spreads less 
quickly, so that our hospi-
tals and clinics aren’t over-
whelmed. If we do that, 
people who get sick will be 
able to recover more quick-
ly.”

Residents interested in 
learning more about Grav-
ellese’s campaign for State 
Representative can vis-
it www.joegrav.com. Grav-
ellese, a Revere native and 
graduate of Revere High 
School, entered the race for 
State Representative this 
week, running a campaign 
focused on fixing Massa-
chusetts’ transportation sys-
tem, addressing the state’s 
affordability concerns, and 
promoting clean energy.

Gravellese announces State Representative bid

Joe Gravellese.
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TAMBO 22, CHELSEA’S LATEST ADDITION TO CULTURAL RESTAURANTS
City Manager Tom Am-

brosino and members of 
the Chelsea City Council 
welcomed the owners and 
staff of Tambo 22 to the 
community. This Peruvian 
restaurant is located on 22 
Adams Street off of Route 
16.  The hours of operation 
at 7 days a week, from 4-11 
p.m. The establishment has 
a beer and wine license, and 
offers Peruvian-style food, 
organically grown and im-
ported from lodges in Peru. 
Hanging on the walls of the 
restaurant are the faces of 
the growers as part of the 
longtime commitment of 
the owners. Brian Corcoran 
and his wife Taylor, a Chel-
sea-raised businesswom-
an and Jose Duarte are the 

owners and the executive 
crew is rounded out with 
Chef Chris Titus. This is not 
Jose Duarte first venture in 
the restaurant business, he 
also owns a similar and 
popular Peruvian/Italiano 
facility in the North End of 
Boston. 

During the official open-
ing remarks by Jose Duarte, 
the business will be giving 
back to the community, in 
any means available to help 
bring out the best in their 
employees and local stu-
dents. This promises to be 
a good fit for the Chelsea 
community, run by local 
and caring owners, with a 
vested interest in Chelsea’s 
future.

The Executive Staff, Owners, Brian Corcoran, Jose Duarte, 
Taylor Corcoran and Chef, Chris Titus.

Brian Corcoran bring some appetizers over to Chelsea Councillor Naomi Zabot and Direc-
tor of Chelsea DPW Fidel Maltez.

Chelsea City Manager Tom Ambrosino is greeted at the 
door by Jose Duarte, welcoming him to Tambo 22.

City Manager Tom Ambrosino is introduces to owner Brian 
Concoran.

Tembo 22 had a great turnout of local officials to welcome the establishment to the community, led by City Manager Tom Ambrosino, Councillors, Judith Garcia, Linda Vega, Leo Robin-
son, Todd Taylor, Naomi Zabot, Roy Avellaneda, Giovanni Recupero and Director of Chelsea DPW Fidel Maltez.

Shannon Malloy is part of 
the crew, she serves “Causa 
de Mariscos” and Peruvian 
appetizer, some made with 
crab, or octopus or shrimp, 
and all very delicious.

Taylor and Brian Corcoran relaxing at the bar, with a beer 
and wine selection that will satisfy anyone’s palate.

Diego Duarte, was on his lap top at the restaurant and 
having a conversation with Chelsea City Councillor Leo 
Robinson.

Jose Duarte welcomes everyone to Tambo 22, and proudly explains how the business intends to operate and what it can 
do to help the citizens of Chelsea and bring more culture to the city.


